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respect to the other 6 marches, one woul<l conceive that 4 
Ptlras. at a medium. or rather more than 11 British miles, w.s 
a sufficient allowance for a body of lSl.OOO men formed in a 
hollow square; ordinarily ' prepared for action; and occa­
sionally engaged in it. AlIow~nce is also to be made for 
delay, on the score of the sick and wounded men, that were 
carried; and no less on the score of the baggage cattle, con­
tained withill the area of the square.. But on the other hand, 
we may perhaps, calcu1ate upon more than ordinary vigour 
and exertion, Qn so a.nimating an occasion, as that, which, in 
the event of a successful termination, would not only restore 
to their couptry and friends, those who took part in the glo­
rious enterprise of THE RETREAT, but confer lMMORTALITY on 
them and. thar country. Allowing them, then, to have sur­
passed the ordinary exertions of mere soldiers, under such 
circumstances; and to ha'/e made 1!il miles one day with ano­
ther, during the 8 marches (for the first can only be reckoned 
a' movement), this rate, under such a disposition must be al­
lowed to be high, when little more than 14 miles, was an ordi­
nwy ~rcb, at times when neither hostility, nor interruption 
of any ~ occur~j'd. (It is .lso to be considere<l, that 5 of 
tWose marches, were made, without .ny iUICrv.l of halt.) 
There are then to be recko,neQ 094.4- parasangas for the eight 
complete marclv!s; and w~th the 9th short une, 'Warty 35f; 
whicl> brmgo the accOlillt to the .... <1 of the 9th "I<rch; and if 
s p.rasall~, or I;j miles be allowed to bring them to the fqat 
of tWo hill .. Ql1 tk '1' ~ (a$ it was early on the march).; 
~e are to iljI reclF:"""q in all s7i parasapgas fw/p til/! 
• lhu, may be infm-ed from the remark. of'Xcnophon.oo the defects ~ ... 'fU1'(, 

in retroatiD, bcf'ore IQ ~ tH.~~~. (L,iQ. H1. c.. :&.I.) 
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Zabatu, : which are equal to about 104 British miles ~ the toad, 
or about 80 G. miles in direct distance, from the influx of the 
Zab, to the southern foot of the ridge of hills (which we shall 
beg leave to name hereafter, the hills of Zaco, from a town, or 
large vil1age. situated on the opposite, or northern side of 
the ridge.*) 

It is fortunate for the illustration of this critiCal part of the 
ground. that certain European gentlemen have gone over it, 
and noted the character of it. One or these, Mr. John Sullivan, 
has 1lI0st obligingly communicated his notes, taken during a 
journey from Constantinople to Baghdad, in 1781. The ob­
servatirJns of the Abbe Sestini, who accompanied him j and 
who has published an account of the journey (in Italian), have 

• 
also been referred to. And finally, those of Dr. Howel, who 
returned from India to Europe, in 1788. These gentlemen 
severally remark the chain of hills, 'which obstructs the road 
between Mosul and Jezirah; not only on the score of delay 
and inconvenience, but as affording shelter to robbers. 

In point of general situation. this chain lies about midway 
between Mosul and the point of junction of M. Masiu$ with 
the Cardlichian mountains, where the Tigris issues from the 
great valley of Diyarbekir; and where, it may be lupposed, 
the river, by tearing aw~., the base of the mountain, has 
formed the lofty cliffs, which afterwards arrested the progress 
of the Gleeks, along the northern bank of that river. 

The town of Jezirah (ibn Omar) situated on the Mesopo­
tamian side of the Tigris, regulates the ..,ole suite of pOsition., 

• In Strabt'l. page 745. the 8.e~" are aynonymoa. with the Mi_t. Iy itt 
skallon.the pretent territOry ofZaco mar )moe b~ a prorince of 4..""." "hielt 
.... """p"h<od<d ""onJJy -... the Tip ... the C.,... 
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geographically, between Mosul and the abovementioned defile, 

through which the Tigris passes. It is satisfactorily deter­
mined, by the reports of Mr. Sullivan and others, as given in 
the accompanying note, which is extracted from the account of 
the geographiral construction before mentioned. Its general 
position is 46.;- G. miles to the east, northerly, from Nascbin ~ 

7" to the N. W. of Mosul-
The ridge of Zaco took Mr. Sullivan four hours to cross. 

in a taMt rewan, or litter; and its southern flank, towards 
Mosul, being about 17k hours from Jezirah, SlS from Mosul, 
may be placed at 4l G. miles from the latter. And as the 
conflux of the Tigris and Zab, is placed oy the construction, 42 
below Mosul, the aggregate distance will of course be Hg G. 
miles: being"only 3 miles more than arises on the calculation 
of the marches of Xenopholl.t (See page 151.) Whether 
we have under-rated the marches, or over-rated the distance on 
~he construction; it must be allowed that the agreement is 

• Mr, Sullivan and the Abbe Sestini, reckoned Jnirah %1 hours from Nastbin (Nisi­
bis), and to the northward of east . Dr. H owel reckoned 19 hours. and Mr. lves was 

told u. Adopting the repOrt of Mr. Sullivan, 46~ G. mil .. ~ an: allowed . 

Between Juirah and Mo~ul . Mesns. Sullivan and Ststini rec koned at a mean 39 , 
houri ; anc' Mr. Ives was told, 4-0. The road being hoth difficult lind circuitous. d"d 

the rid~ of Zaco also lying in thc way. only about 72· G. milcs can he a1lowe-d: and 

thc ;Dtersectjon of these- two lines, places Jezirah in latitude 37· 12' 30' ; Ion • . 410 J ' 10' : 

and in a bearing of E. 141 N. from Nac~bin. 

The mountains ofKa.radjy.dag. (or Mllsiws) ace-oniing to M. I';l iebuhr, close O~ the 

course of the Tigril. and thc greater mountains of Kourdinan j at about II G. miles to 

tile N. W, of JClirah. 

t In both the5C cases rega1- i, to be had to the bend. of the Tigris, at Mosul: in 
other words. the line mUi t not be taken tlirtct, but tbrollgb MIISIiI. It may be obloCrved, 

that tbc ~ro,orl;o,u of the di"cl di,tance, wtr. on the two portions of 17t. and 2} 

hours. , The CI\I~ is. thn the Zaeo hills inte""eM in the ftrst, and that the.road it, on 
the whole. rougher than in the ae(:ond portion. 
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near; and may to some appear to prove too much: but a5 the 
data for both, have been exhibited to the reader, he will be 
enabled to exercise his own judgmentt both on the calculation . 
and on the application of the result. 

It will now be proper to extract the several descriptions 
given, of the ridge of Zaco; as welt as those of the ground in 
general, between it and Mosul; as tllCY greatly illustrate this 
part of the retreat. 

The country begins to open, and is generally fiat, from 
about 10 to 15 miles south of Mosul: and continues so, north· 
ward. to the aforesaid ridge; which, as before remarked, is a 
projection from the Carduchian mountains, pointing to the 
westward, or W. S. W.; whilst the mounta!ns themselves 
extend from E. S. E. to W. N. W.; or nearly parallel to the 
course of the Tigris: and at J 7 or 18 miles distant from the 
line of the road between Zaco and·Mosu!. But to the north­
ward of Zaco, they gradually approach the Tigris, until .. t 
last, they encroach on it, and form the strait and cliffs, before­
mentioned. 

But the plain in question, is narrowed to about 12 miles, 
generally, by ridges of a lower order of mountains (or hills) 
which run parallel to the CarJuc/u·an, and are connected, end­
wise, with those of Zaco: and which approach so neaT to the 
Tigris, opposite Mosul. as to reduce the plain to a slip of about 
4 miles. only. This is the general character of the .plain, 
thraugh which the Greeks had been marching, for tbe l.,ft 
five days. But from Mosul eastward and south-eastward, it 
expands to a great extent; and terminates in the great plain of 
Arh</a and GalJlillmda. th/tcene of Alexander's warfare with 
Darius, in ASSYRlA. 

x 
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Thus it appears, that the country along the Tigris, from a 
point considerably below Mosul, to the hills of Zace. is open, 
and generally fIat. Mr. SuIJivan, in his way southward, after 
descending the Zaca ridge, saytl, " We found ourselves at the 
entrance of the plain, which extends to Mosul:' This is, 
however, to be understood with some exceptions: for he says, 
that the ground for some miles short (i. t. to the north) of 
Tel-Escqff, is rocky and uneven. Escoffitself lies at the foot 
of the inferior ridge. Dr. Howel, to avoid the danger of the 
direct Toad, made a circuit from Mosul, and ascended the hills, 
which he compares to those of HighKate and Hampstead; the 
country" broken by frequent ascents and descents."· And 
between Escoff and Assee (at the southern foot of the Zaco 
hills) " the ground was irregular-we kept close to the hills 
" on the right" (the north-east). M. Sestini says. that the 
road was frequent1y inters~cted by the beds of torrents, that 
d~scend from the hills. And although Dr. Howel found the 
country broken and irregular, near the foot of the hills, yet 
Mr. Sullivan found a clear. well-cultivated tract, near the 
Tigris, between Escoffand Mosul. And on the whole, it may 
be collected, that tire tract through which the Greeks marched 
the five days, previous to their arrival at the Zaco hills, if not 
answering perfectly to the description of plain , was by no means 
hilly or rough. 

It is certain that there is no mention made of the Tigris, by 
Xenophan, from the day of the 3d march, to that of the 14th, 
whon they arrived at the overhanging cliffs, which stopped their 

• It mpst have beep Qa fOIl'Ie pan of this rqce of beautiful hills, tbat the camp of 
Mennder wu formed. bd"ore he de'5Cenddi into the field of Oa",..".,u} commonly 

. ·eferred to 4.,6,/#. GIJqa""u, iI now named Cam ali,. 
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progress. And it is very possible, that until the 12th march, 
they might never have seen it, although their line of march 
was never very fat from it. It is to be concluded, that they 
were in no want of guides for the great roads, along or near 
the general course of the Tigris; because with attention, they 
might always be procured, in a well inhabited country. That 
such roads existed, cannot be doubted. because there are two 
well- known passes over the Tigris in that quarter; the one at 
Jezirah (the ancient Bezabde), the other, just below the Zaco 
hills; where Alexander may be supposed to have forded tho 
river, in his way to the field of Arbela .. as we learn from 
Arrian. (Lib. 1lI.) See the note to page 6g. 

We come now. to the modern description of the hills of 
Zaco. 

Dr. Howe} came from the same quarter as the Greeks; 
that is, from the side of Mosul. . He says (page 78), .. We 
" left Assee* at day break-after marching S miles, we tUrI~ed 
u suddenly towards the hills, which we crossed by a very 
" rocky and rugged path. These hills produce little else 
u than a few shrubs of an insignificant size, &c. Havil1g 
.. gained the plain," &c.t 

Mr. Sullivan came from the opposite quarter, and dates his 
departure from Zaco, in the latter end of June. 

He says, " We were this evening to pass a n'dge of the 
" Kourdistan mountains. The way over it, was difficult and 
I, dangerous, for tahkt rewans. We set out at 5 p. m. and at 9 
.. found ourselves at the entrance of the plain, which extends 
.. to Mosul." 

• Apparently the .ame lite witb that of the rilllgeremarkf'CI by Xenophcn. (Lib. til. 
c. ::.) t That ii, the plain on the side towareb Jezirah. 
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The Abbe Sest,ni, says (page '45, Itali.n edition), " ·Leav­
" ing Zaco, we directed our march towards the south, across 
II high and steep mountains--.in effect, having with much dif .. 
1\ ficulty crossed this whole chain of mountains, which makes 
" a part of those of Kourdistan, we descended into a great 
.. plain, having on our right the mountains of Sinjar:' [In 
Mesopotamia.] 

These descriptions, although very brief, prove that the 
ridge of Zaco, shuts up the road, along the Tigris, between 
Mosul and Jezirah; that it has a base so wide, as to require 
4 hours to cross it in a tahkt rewan ; that it is lofty, stee-p, and 
rocky; and the path, rugged, difficult, and dangerous. And 
that it is a part of the Kourdistan region, cannot be doubted: 
because Messrs. Sullivau and Sestini say so in direct terms: 
and the former, in his journal, describes his leaving the Kour­
distan mountains, at 5 miles, only, to the eastward, when at 
16. miles to the N. W. of Zaco: and both Dr. Howel and 
M. Sestini describe the same mountains covered with snow. 
running parallel to t~e road between Zaco and Mosul. The 
reader is requested again to refer to .the before mentioned 
Map, No. III. 

Whether the Greeks crossed the ridge by the ordinary road, 
now in use, or at a point nearer to the great mountains, is of 
little consequence to the argument: but by the trme which 
they remained on the hills. one might conclude. that it was by 
the latter: and that they took the IirS! road that offered, in 
OTder to escape the enemy's cavalry. as soon as they could. 

The history says, II whilst they were on their march) on the 
5th day," [that is, the 5th day since they improved their 
order of march: but the 10th from the Zabatus] " they saw a 
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" palace, and many villages lying round it. The road which Jed 
" to this place, layover high hills that rellChed thwn .from the 

~, mountain, under which there stood a village. - The Greeks were 
H rejoiced to see these hills, and with great reaSOD, the enemy's 
" forces consisting in horse. But after they had left the plain, 
" and ascended the first hill, while they were descending from 
H thence, in order to climb the next, the barbarians appeared, 
H and from the eminence showered down upon them, (under 
H the scourge) darts, stones, and arrows. They wounded 
u many; and had the advantage over the Greek light-armed 
" men; forcing them to retire within the body of the heavy­
" armed; so that the slingers and archers were that day en­
" tirely useless, being mixed with those who had the charge 
" of the baggage. And when the Greeks, being thus pressed, 
U endeavoured to pursue the enemy, as they were heavy-armed 
" men, they moved slowly to the top of the mountain, whilst· 
u the enemy quickly retreated: and when the Greeks retir~d 
" to their main body. the same thing happened to them again . 
.. They found the same difficulty in passing the second hill; 
" so that they deter-mined not to order out the heavy .. 
H armed men, from the third hin; but instead of that, they 
H brought up the targeteers to the top of the mountain, from 
" the right of the [oblongJt square. When these were got 
" above the enemy, they no longer molested our men in their 
U descent, fearing to be cut off from their own body, and that 
u we should attack. them on both sides. In this manner we 

u marched the rest of the day; some in the road upon the 

• The ViUI$C of ASIee appears to occupy the same position at present. See Map 
No. Ill. and aiio Dr. Howel', nnlar.k in page ISS. 

t Tbis tum o(C1U'J in cht cipw, ~ut is omitted. Hth by Spelman &art l.a.rcbct. 



ZACO. 

H hills, and others abreast of them upon the moulltain, till they 
H came to the villages; when they appointed eight surgeons; 
H for there were many woun~ed." (Lib. III. c. 211.) 

The modern descriptions of these hills, which are indeed 
much too brief for the purpose, do not mention distinct or 
separate ridges. It is probable that these were nothing more 
than the broken summits of the main ridge; and that the val­
lies were neither deep nor wide; for the passing of three hills, 
together with their intermediate vallies, would have employed 
more time than the description seems to warrant: but they 
seem to have taken up no great proportion of the days' march. 
Moreover, the villages in which they quartered this day, had 
been in sight, before they ascended the hills. It must be un­
derstood that the palace and villages stood on the slope of the 
greater mountains: and that in order to reach them, the infe­
-riOT chain (of Zaco) must first have been crossed. 

,The expression, that the Greeks were U rejoiced to see the 
H hills," because of the enemy's cavalry, seems to shew, that 
they were the tirst hills, of any degree of height, or steepness, 
that they had met with in their route, since they left the 

2obatus. 
In the viIJages on the mountain, they staid three days; 

both ori account of the wounded, and because they found great 
plenty of provisions, laid up for the satrape of the country. 
This position must have been situated immediately over the 
present town of Zaco, which stands near the northern foot of the 
ridge denbminated from it; asthat of Assee· doe's at the southern 
foot of the same ridge; and appears to answer decidedly to the 
village mentioned by Xenophon. which stood unde_ the high 
.. hills. that reached down from the mountain."t 

• 51:( Dr. Howel's acco\lnt, at plge 155. t See above, page 157. 
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Zaco is the most considerable place that occurs between 
Mosul and Jezirah; and is surrounded by a fertile district, 
which produces a great variety of excellent fruits. Hence it 
agrees with the circumstance of laying in provisions for the 
satrape: and it may be supposed that Zaco was then, as now, 
the principal place of the province, which is found in Strabo, 
under the title of Sacopodes. Wine was also found in these 
villages: perhaps the palm wine before described in Babylonia, 
(page 120): and of which, .ccording to Herodotus, great 
quantities were brought down the Tigris, from Armenia: 

that is, the quarter above Zaco. 
Zaco stands in an island of the river Kurnib, which descends 

from the Kourdistan mountains; and falls into the Tigris, a 
few miles below the town. It is' ordinarily navigable for 
Killecks, or floats: of which, many are made here. The 
Kurnib is a mountain torrent: and at times, contains a great 
volume of water. It has a. fine stone bridge over it. As thore 
is no mention made in the history, of crossing any river be ... 
tween the Zabatus and the ascent of the ('.arduchian mountains, 
it may be supposed that this river, and its adjunct, the Durnah, 
were both low, atthe time the Greeks passed them. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE RETREAT CONTINUED, FROM THE HILLS OF ZACO TO 
THE CARDUCHIAN MOUNTAINS. 

The Greeks agaill attacked, on tlttir descent illto the plazn­
Unrftilitary practic. <if the Persians, '!f which tM Greeks avail 
themselves, to steal a rrl4rch-Geographical Discussion, relative 
to t7tt distance ar£sillg on tluse marches-The enemy dislodged 

from Ilze eminence which cammanded the road, on the ltJth 
March_ The Carduchian (or Kaurdistan) Mountains close {m 

. th. bank of tM Tigris; and shut up tM passag., .lang it, with 
an overh.ngmg cliff-Schem. for crossing the Tigris on Roats, 
too "lunardtJUs- The Grecian 'Generals resolve to ascmd the-Car­
duchian mountain,s-Grtat addrtss ·displayed, in ,executing this 
measure-Ascend, unpmerved by the enemy, whilst within their 
reach-Enter the Carduchian tern"tory, after having struggled 
with various difficulties. twenty-one days-New lwstility with 
the Carduchians unavoidable-This mountainous region presents 
an Asylum to the Greeks; and saves them from eventual de­
struction, by the sword of the enemy. 

DESCENDING again from the hills (of Zoco) , \lie Greeks 
made only a short march on the morning of ihe 11th day; 
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being so c10sely pursued by the enemy, that they were con­
strained to halt in the first villages they came to, in the plain; 
from the number of wounded men, alld the loss of the services 
of those who carried and attended them. Here they availed 
themselves of the Persian custom of retiring to the distance of 
about 6 miles, to prcvcnt a surprise in the night,- to steal a 
march of about the same length; which not only made up for 
the loss of distance during the day, but left their pursuers so 
far behind, (about J 2 miles of course, ) that they did not appear, 
during the next two marches ; the 12th and ] gth. 

There is no account given in the history, either of the nature 
of the country, or of the distance marched, during these two 
days. It appears clearly, however, that they came down into 
the plain again. on the 11th day: and that late on the '4th. or 
last day's march along the Tigris, the enemy were found in 
possession of the heights in their front. It may reasonably be 
supposed that Xenophon thought the description of the ground. 
unim]X>rtant, when nothing occurred to render a description 
necessary; as appears to have been the case, on the two pre­

. ceding days. 
Messrs. Sullivan and Sestini give a good general idea of the 

ground, between the Zaco hills and Jezirah; which latter, 
although the extreme limit of their observations, was short of 
the point, to which the Greeks ascended, along the bank of 
the Tigris. ·Nor is there any good modern account of the 
... The canlry of a Penian army. are subject to grea.t inconvenimce.; for their 

.. horsel Ire tied. and genera.lIy 'hack.led. to prevent them from running away; and if 

" an aJlrm happens, a Persian has the housing to fix, his horae to bridle~ and bii con­
•• let to put on. before he can mount. All these tbings cannot be done in the night • 

.. witbour greU; 4i1irulty; pllrticululy if tbere ill an alarm. For thia rcuoll mer 
u always encalilped at a diltlDCe from thc Greek.... (Lib. III. c.. 23.) 

y 
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ground above Jezirah. All that is known, is, the place where 
the great chain of Karadjy-Dagh* (Masius) crosses the course 
of the Tigris, and Joins to the Kourdistan (or ea,duchian 
mountains): and this we derive from M. Niebuhr, who kept 
tllC mountains in view, and had an opportunity of determining 
in a general way. their line of direction. 

It is known from the journals of the before mentioned gen­
tlemen, that the plain extends from Zaco, to the distance of 

about 9 hours journey upwards, along the course of the Tigris; 
bounded on the opposite side by the great mountains, which 
are in this part, named Jeudi; answering to the Carduchian; 

and which, appl'Ouch within 5 ur 6 miles of the bank of the 
Tigris. 

Near the northern extremity of this plain, stands the village 
of Nahrawan;t and SOOI1 after the ground rises, and gra­
dually swells into a high mountain; over which the road lies, 
immediately above the Tigris.! But this must not be mis­
taken for the mountain by which the Greeks ascended finally 

• The Black mountains. 

t Thi~ village, accordillg to tht> Mahomed.ns, is dellominated from the Patriarch 

Noah: and opposite to it. fm the high mountains of Jewdi (the Cardwcbi~n), the Ma­
homedan dervisbes hne erectl:d a Imall temple, in honour of him. For, according to 

their idta, tbe ark rClted there. Mr. Sullivan saw the lights, tVhich arc kept constantly 

burning, in the temple. Thc name Jewd; is said to ha ... c a reftrellcc to the number of 

persOIlS ill the ark. 

Since these mountains form a portion of Armenia, according to the former division 

of that COUlltT)', (for both Herodotus and Moses of Cbort/le include the upper part of tbe 

coune of the Tigris in Armenia) tbey appear to han at least an cqual claim to the 

titlt of A ..... U.T, "ith that celebrated mountain, ncar Irw&n. called Agri-dRgb by the 

Mahomedans. MtU:is.". the Christn.tl Armenian1. For AT«ral has a reference 10 Ar­
f1)CIIiJI. _ la".; not to a putic:ulu mountain. 

t Mr. Sullivan's. Journal. 
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into the region of the Carduchians; because the road stilllie.\' 
along tM bank qf the Tigris. beyond the mountain in question: 
and it is well known that tbe Greeks ascended the Carduchion 
mountains, because they could 110 longer march a/(}1ff,g the banks oj 
the Tigris. 

Mr. Sullivan indeed says, that near Nahrawan, they had im­
mense rocks of coarse gravel (cemented together). like that, 
of which the bed of the Tigris is formed, hanging over their 
heads, and also obstructing the passage, where fallen down. 
These might at first sight be taken for the overhanging cliffs 
of the Carduchian mountains, whicB arrested the progress of 
the Greeks: but the fact just mentioned, contradiets it; and 
it is certain that the Oriental geographers state. and which is 
confirmed by Mr. Sullivan, that the mountains of Jeudi, are 4 
miles within the eastern bank of the Tigris. at Jezirah; 
which place is still 8 or 9 miles higher up, than the gravelly 
cliffs in question; 10 or 11 below the place, where M. Masius 
closes 011 the Carduchian mountams.leaving only a passage lor 

the Tigris: which in that place may be supposed to form the 
impending cHffs. beforementioned. 

If the distance marched from the encampment above Zaco, 
to the place where the Greeks were finally impeded, be cal­
culated, it will he found to reach f<lr above the heights described 
by Mr. Sullivan. For the Greek.s, as we have seen, arrived 
at the Zaco Hills, in their way from the southward, earJyon 
the tenth march: because they afterwards, in the course of the 
same day's march, not only passed over the g sumJt.lits, where 
tlley Were compelled to fight their way; but marched also, 
the rest oj the day, on the hills; and. finally. halted in villages, 
that appear to have been on the slope of the great mountains. 
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There must then be an allowance of distance, for the remainder 
of the 1 ath marc-h j for the first part, to the hills, has been already 
fixed at two parasangas only, in the arrangement of the dia­
tance, between the Zabalus and the Zaco hills, in page 150. If 
2 more parasangas be allowed for the remainder of the march, 
this will constitute a new point of departure, for the line of dis­

tance, northward; at 86 G . miles from the Zabatus. * 
The 1 Ith march, even with the addition of the 60 stadia for 

the stolen march in the evening, would not probably be more 
than equal to an ordinary march, of 5 paras3ngas; because we 
are told, that after they had descended from the hills, and 
Tissapherncs had o\'ertakcll Illem, .. they were compelled to 
.. halt at the first villages they came to."t The utmost then, 
probably, has been allowed. The 19th and 13th marches were 
made, without seeing the enemy; yet from the increased num­
ber of the wounded, great delays mllst have taken place; not­
withstanding that one of the marches was through the plain, 
between Zaco and Nahrawan; the other, although on the 
heights above the latt~r, yet was not over a difficult road. 
Perhaps, 9 parasangas for the 9 days, ?r between 19 and 18 
miles per day, may ,be sufficient; and then, the encampment 
of the] 2th, would fall on the heights of Nahrawan i and that 
of the 19th, nearly opposite to the site of Jezirah. But on the 
]4th, (or last march, along the Tigris) considering the difficul­
ties they had to encounter, in respect both of the enemy, and 

• See pai~i 1 S 1, 1 S oz, where 80 to 83 are allowed to the foot of the Zaco ridge. 
t " Some being woundtd, some employed in carrying them. and others employed in 

.. carrying the arms of the latter, great numben .... ert: not in a condition to fight. But 

" when they .... ere encamped. tbe Grteb had grtilly the advantage." &c:. (Lib. III. 
t, :il3 ) 
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the nature of the country J -4 parasangas, or a little more than 
11 miles, may be sufficient. 

The account will then give 18 parasangas, or about 50 Bri­
tish miles, by the trace of the road, from the station on the 
hills, over Zaco, to the highest point, to which the Greeks as­
cended, along the Tjgris. And these, reduced to direct dis­
tance, will be gSt G. miles; which will reach to a point 9 
miles above Jezirah: whilst M. Niebuhr, describes the meet­
ing of the ridges of Karadjy-Dagh and leudi (i . e. Masius and 
the Carducht'an mountains), to be much in the same general 
position: that is, about 11 miles above Jezirah.· And it may 
be concluded, that the place where H exceeding high mountains" 

hung over the river, and completely impeded the passage 
along the bank of the Tigris, could be no other than where it 
forces a passage between the above chains of rnountains.t 

It would, however. have been more satisfactory to have fol­
lowed some modern traveller, in his journal to this strait, than 
to be necessitated to adopt the position, on the foundation ofa 
distant view: but it may nevertheless be conceived, that the 
near coincidence of the position given. with that assumed from 
the history. contains much internal evidence of the truth of 
both. 

But even jf this point. be given up, the hills of Zaco must 
be allowed to approach as nearly as possible to a positive proof 

• Here follows a statement of the distances from the Zaballil to the #"e"l. 

From the ZabatllJ to the southern foot of the Zac.o ridge So G. M. 

To the ump on the hills, on the day of the loth march (a pan •. ) 4i 
Thence, to the overhanging cuffs 3Si 

'Total -1:13 G. Milts . 

t Lib. IV •• t thf beglnning. 
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of the position of the Ten Thousand, at that period of their re­
treat. And as the remainder of their march, along the Tigris, 
was no more than about 40 G. miles, in direct distance, there 
is no great latitude for error. at any rate: and whether M. 
Niebuhr's position be admitted. or not, that of the Ten Thou­
sand, at the time of their ascending the mountains, may be 
regarded as a near approximation, in the construction of this 
species of geography. 

Having thus brought the Greek." geographically, to the fOOl 
of the Carduchian mountains, it wiJI be proper to add some 
remarks OJ.1 their proceedings by the way: and also on occa­
sion of thcu- ascenuiug those ~ountains. in the presence of a 
\'ast hQSt of enemies. 

It was late on the fourth day's march from the Zaca hills 
(making the 140lh from the Zabatus), when the Greeks found 
a large body of the enemy in possession of certain heights, 
which commanded the road, in their front; (as we have ob­
served in page 161) i they having passed the Greeks in the 
night.- Tissaphernes, at the same time, appeared in sight 
w.ith the m.ain body; threatening their rcar. Much general­
skip, gallantry, anq exertion, were employed in dispossessing 
the enemy, by a detachment led by Xenophon in person: and 
they finally passed the eminence, which appears to have been 
another projection, from the greater mountains ; and descended 
int9 the plain beyond it.t This plain was situated immediately 

• Lib. III. c. 24-
., _0' Xeno~bon obse",tng th.c top gf the mountain, that walll.bove their ow.Q atIIUb 

found there wu 11. pURlge from that. to the hill, where the enemy Wa.& postlld.-T~. 

eneaw, "hQ wen: upon the hill, the moment ther taw them climb the mountain •• d~ 
vanccd at the ume time. llriving to get there before them. Upon tbis occasion there 
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below the place where the steep and lofty mountain. of the 
Carduchians, close on the bank of the Tigris; effectua1!y barring 
the passage upwards, and thus prevet1ting their tracing it, 
till it became fordable.- Here then they were totally at a 
stand: the river was found too deep to be forded; and the eneilly 
appeared in force on the opposite bank: no doubt prepared for 
this circumstance, which they had foreseen, though the Gteeks 
('.QuId not. 

It may be concluded from the subsequent conduct of the 
enemy. that they never entertained an idea, that the Greeks 
would be able, or would even attempt, to scale the mountains; 
but conceived that they were completely entrapped; and drat 
they had only to wait patiently the operation of famine, to 
make them surrender. It was no doubt to hasten this event, 
that Ti!'>saphernes attempted to burn the villages, from whence 
they derived their provisions; the' plain having many in it; 
and those abounding in the necessaries of life. 

In this dilemma, a Rhodian proposed to waft 4000 men at 
a time, acruss the Tigris, on rafts formed on inHated skins; 
but this was over-rul(!d, as, however practicable in itself, it 
was incompatible with the general safety; the enemy's cavalry 
being in full possession of the opposite shore.t 

was a VlSt shout raised both by the Greek anny, and that of Tissapherne •• eacb encou­

ragin)!; their own men. At las! the Greeks galned the top of the mountllin, and pre. 

vented the enemy i upon which tb'eY fled every one as he Cfluld: and the Greek.s re­

mained maslers of the eminence." (Lib. HI. C. 1+, 25, and 26., 
... The Greeks came to the place where the river Tigris, is, both /Tqm it. depth 

and breadth, abiOlutely impassable: and no road appeared j the craggy' mountains of 

the C.rdllcbia,,' hllll(ing over the riYCr." (Lib. IV'. at the beginning.) 
t Thi~ show ..... ell peopled and flovrishina oounrry. if appeaNnce. warranted the 

existence of 2000 dOinestic lIIIirnals withen reach. around the camp; which the context 

supposes. (Lib. III. c. 27.) 
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It is said (in Lib. III. c. 27,) on occasion of the halt of the 
army, at the place where their progress was arrested by the 
overhanging cliffs; that the soldiers retired to their tents. But 
it is said, in the same book (c. 14). that they burned their ear­

n'ages and tents; in consequence of a proposal made by Xeno­
phon (in c. 12) j who says truel y. that" the tents were trouble­
H some to carry. and of no use either in fighting or in supply­
*' ing them with provisions;" whence one may conclude that 
the word tents in this place, meant nothing more than their 
stations in the camp. 

However, M. Larcher supposes, (Vol. I. p .• 4') that they 
only burnt their superfluous tents. But he could not have con­
sidered the matter practically. Had tents been in general use 
(as this idea necessarily supposes). there could not well have 
been less than 1000. reckoning every description of them. 
Let it then be considered. what a space, the beasts of burthen 
requisite to transport them, (admitting that they possessed 
them) would have taken up, within the hollow square; where 
all the baggage must have been placed, in order to its imme­
diate security; as well as to keep the sides of the square dear 
for action. 

Doubtless, then, they adopted the plan of bivDuacing,like the 
armies in Spain and other countries during the late war: and 
cspecialJy since the necessity was so much greater. So that 
the retiring of the troops to their tents, certainly meant only 
to their station in the bivouac. 

Had they been possessed of tents, at the time when the Rh0-

dia" (Lib. III. c .• 7) proposed his plan, he would rather have 
made use of them, than have hazarded the chance of being 
able to catch 1000 animals, and incur the certain labour of 
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lIaying them. For, at Cumande (Lib. !. C.2S) the soldiers 
did actually use the skins of which their tents were made, for 
the purpose of constructing lIoats, to CTOSI the Euphrates. * 

On an examination of the prisoners, the Greek generals 
found that it was practicable to pass over the mountains into 
the territory of the CARDUCHIANS. (Lib. JII. c. ~8.) This 
nation, favouted by the natural strength of their country, had 
preserved their independence, in despite of the power of the 
great king. They are the ancestors of the modern KOURM, 

who have extended themselves along the different ridges and 
vallies of mount Taurus, from Asia Minor to the neighbourhood 
of Ispahan: and who occupy the country named from them­
selves, KOURDISTAN. 

Unfortunately, from the manner in which the Greeks en­
tered their country, hey could oQly be received as enemies; 
but it was the only alternative left them, and provided they 
could force their way through it, they were told that they 
y:ould soon arrive in the open and plentiful country of Arme­
nia; from whence they might march which way soever they 
pleased. The certainty of escaping the cavalry of the enemy, 
was, no doubt, a strong inducement to attempt it. 

But to a$cend the mountains in the face of so vast a host 
of enemies, as were nQW collected together against them. 
would have been absolutely impracticable, had the enemy been 
the least aware of what was intended, and had made use of 

• It may be remarked, that at CR4t. at the Tigrb~ although pteYioUJ to the detb'uc.. 
lion of the tents, Lt i£ only said that " the barbarianl transported necesuries acrou the 
., rit'el'. upon raftt made of skim;" and not that the Greeks crossed OTCI' lbemulvtl, as 
at Carmil1ul,. Tb;J; might well be owing to the different circumstances undet wbkb 
~ flOW were; when nery kind of caution might hue become nccaury. 

Z 
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common precautions, only; by getting before them, and seiz­
ing on commanding situations, from whence stones might ~ 
rolled down the steep face of the mountain. In such a case, 
there had been no mode of dislodging him, by the usual prac­
tice of ascending to a higher point, and attacking him from 
above. The ascending of the mountain, therefore, was a mea~ 
sure which required much delicacy in the exectttion: and the 
Greeks appear to have accomplished it, with their usual pru­
dence, and address. 

0" the day preceding that of the ascent, they had returned 
back from their station near the r.1iffs. and quartered themselves 
in some fresh villages. * The enemy wondered what was in­
tended by this movement, and were at a loss how to act. The 
Greek generals had not, at that time, examined the prisoners; 
nor, of course, determined on their future route; and as their 
return. must, from circumstances, have been by a tra.ck more 
il1land, than that by which they came, it was fortunate that the 
enemy did not, from the direction of the movement. suspect a 
design, which the Greeks had not, at that time, even formed. 
It was thus executed: 

From their new pOsition (i. e. at the end of the 15th march,) 
the Greeks decamped, whilst enough of the night remained 
for them to traverse the plain, and to arrive at the foot of the 
mountains, unobserved: for on this concealment their exist­
ence, probably, depended. They had the good fortune, not 
only to a!l'ive, unobserved, at the mountain foot; but even to 
escape the· enemy's observation altogether, whilst it was in 
their power to annoy them, in ascending it. By this, it may be 

• Tbi5 momDmt may be rtctoned their J 5th march. It muit be IUPpoetd, fl'OlD. 
circumstances, to have been very short. 
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concluded, that the plain was of no great breadth in that part , 
Jor they decamped about the last watch of the night, and were 
got above the enemy, and out of their reach, before they were 
observed. They, no doubt, took care to point their march 
across the plain, in such a direction, as not to approach the 
quarters of the enemy i and as we learn from Xenophon (see . 
above, p. 161: note), that the Persian army, at the approach of 
night, always retired to some distance in the rear, to prevent 
surprises~ it may be concluded that this very unmilitary cus­
tom greatly facilitated the enterprise. It also accounts for 
their not seeing the enemy, during the ascent. But it shows 
a total ignorance, or a total disregard of military knowledge, 
not, at least, to have stationed guards, that might have com­
municated an account of the motions of the Greeks. It is 
probable that the passage of the. Tigris, was the only part, 
that was guarded or attended to. 

Cheirisophus led the van, which was composed of all Ifte 
light-armed troops; and Xenophon brought up the rear, with 
the heavy-armed: because it was expected that the opposition, 
if any, would be in front: and the light-armed seemed best 
adapted to the service of repelling such attacks as they were 
the most exposed. to. 

The path being narrow, and the mountain lofty and steep, 
the Greeks employed liu! wlwle day in the ascent, and in the 
descent into the villages, situated in the recesses of the sum­
mits of the mountains : for it was dark soon after they began 
to descend, The Carduchians, although few in number, from 
their being taken unawares, attacked the rear of the Greeks 
with stones and arrows, in their des~t, and convinced the.en of 
their danger, had they given more warning of their approach.-

• Lib. IV. at the beginnin,. 
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The CarduchUzns fled from their villages, leaving plenty of 
provisions for the Greeks j which they were compelled, from 
necessity J to use; but forebore to plunder their houses, in 
hopes of conciliating them. They, notwithstanding, continued 
their hostilities: nor could it well be otherwise. A body of 
12,000 men, with their attendants, who are either unable to 
pay for what they take; or haVing both the means and the 
will, yet if unable to establish:> friendly intereause with the 
natives, must of necessity be compelled to plunder, in order to 
preserve their existence: and must consequently be regarded 
as enemies, wheresoever they rome. And this would have been 
the case, in the most fertile and civilized country upon earth; 
when food for an additional multitude, is suddenly demanded: 
but the inconvenience and distress to the natives, must have 
been much greater, in a poor and thinly inhabited country~ 
like that of the Carducluans. So that these people were equally 
enemies to the Greeks, as to the Persians: to the latter, through 
hereditary hatred, and dread of conquest, or coercion: and to 
the former as plunderers; or for want of a proper explanation 
in the beginning; which tbe necessity of the case, by urging 
them to a sudden irruption, prevented. And this hatred was 
probably heightened, by their native ferocity .• 

The choice, if it could so be called, of ascending the 1JI0un­
tains, freed the Greeks from the pursuit of their old enemy, 
the Persians; who, doubtless, would not have quitted them, 
whilst their cavalry could act: and as the number of slain and 

• If IJ!, explanation could haft taktn place. it would, no doubt, have been more for 
the interest of the C.rdllCbialll to have let the Greeks pus through th~r COWltry in 
peI~e. They would have got rid of them in half the time; sam! tAt liY'tf of tht.ir 
friend.; aad. at leut half of theprovisioDS ; not to menUOIlaetsof floleacc. and dettruc­
tien. that miabt have been pmreD-ted. 



wounded inoreased, the Greeks must at last have sunk, through 
mer~ weakness. For the losses- on the part of the Persians, 
however great in point of numbers, operated only as a check 
at the moment; and could with ease be repaired: but the 
losses of the Greeks, though small in respect of numbers, were 
of course irreparable: and being continually repeated, must at 
length, have destroyed them. 

The Greeks had made f_een marches from the Zabatus; 

besides moving their caml" on the 15th. In the course of these 
marches, they were repeatedly compelled to fight their way; 
and were still oftener harassed. or menaced: they also made 
6 halts by the way, in the midst of the enemy: so that they 
had been !U days. in a most forlorn situation; struggling with 
difficulties of every kind. And had the Persians been alert, 
they might. by sendiog detachments of cavalry before them, 
have destroyed all the provisions in the line of march. 

As the massacre of the generals is supposed to have taken. 
place about the latter end of October ( 40 1 years before Christ) 
the Gree-ks would have ascended into this lofty region at the 
beginning of winter. Mr. Sullivan saw snow lying on these 
very mountains in the latter end of J~ne.. The Greeks had 
no tentst or comforts of any kind, to alleviate the rigours of 
the season, having destroyed every article that did not admi. 
nister to their defence, or to the simple caBs of nature. 

The Carduchian mountains, then, in effect, presented an asy .. 
1um to the Greeks, who could no other way have escaped, at 
last, the reiterated attacks of such a host of enemies, whose 
numbers also were augmenting, instead of diminishing. But 

• HelOt snow at iaco: 10 that theinhabitann mUlthl'Ve becnin the habltoi u.ia..1 it. 
t See the note to pace J -4-z. 
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as a Persian army could not subsist, or their cavalry act, 
within the wide range of these mountains i the Greeks, by 
ascending them, got rid of their dreaded enemy. And al­
though in the mean time, they had to contend with an enemy 
much more brave and persevering, their numbers were fewer; 
and they might reasonably expect an earlier escape from them, 
than from the Persians. Had they known that the Tigris was 
fordable under the Zaco hills, *.d passed into Mesopotamia, 
they would still have been followed by the Persians: they 
would also have had the Euphrates to cross; a yet more diffi­
cult river, in the line which they must have pursued. There­
fore, according to our limited view of things, it appears, that 
nothing less than such a barrier, as these mountains presented, 
could have saved the Greeks from eventual destruction, from 
the attacks of the Persians . 

• Alexander, by the di.ttnce at which he passed the Tigris from the field of Gallg.~ 
fflrliJ (or At'lwla) murt have forded it near the end of the Zaco ridge. There i5 a pat._ 
sage at that place. recorded by Hajy~Kalifa. (See a,ain the Map. No. IIJ.) 
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CHAPTER X. 

CONCERNING THE CHANGE IN THE MILITARY DISPOSITION 
OF THE GREEKS, (Referred to from Chapter VIII.) 

. 

Obstr1Jations Otl the Change in the Military Disposition, and 

Order <if March, <if the retreating army; after the fifth march­
Grea/ difficulty in comprehending the entire meaning oj Xeno­
phon, respecting this eMnge; the passage being evidently cor­
rupted-They oppear to have changed the equilateralfor an ob­
long square; as affording a greater faCIlity <if movement, and 
greater security to the rear-Conurning the import tif tM Gre­
cian Military tenn Lochos, which appears to Mve been used in 
different senses, at different pen"ods oj tim,.. 

IT has been said, in pages 142 andl-47. that the milita,,! dis­
position of the Greeks, on the march. was a hollow equilateral 
square, formed by the heavy-armed troops, or phalanx; with 
the baggage, &c. within it. And that as great inconveniencea 
arose from this disposition, they changed it, after a trial of 
five days, to an oblong square: at the same time, making a 
new distribution of a certain p?rtion of the troops, in order the 
better to provide for the safety of the rear. Xenophon thus 
describes the eyils and the remedy.-

• Lib. tll. c. Ii' This palSllgtbu been tl"Zrulau:d by the Author', friendi Dr. Gillin. 
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U The form of a regular square now appeared to be a bad 
arrangement for a retreating army, in presence of an enemy. 
For when the wings of the square were to be closed, on ac­
count of the narrowness of the road; mountains obstructing 
them on either side; or a bridge to be crossed; the heavy­
armed soldiers must of necessity be crowded, and squeezed out 
of their ranks; and thereby exposed to much danger: as the 
pressure and confusion would deprive them of the use of their 
weapons. When emerging from the strait, the wings were to 
be again expanded; the soldiers that were formerly crowded 
and pressed together, would of necesmty be so far divided, and 
distracted, as to leave a void between the wings, which could 
not fail to discourage those nearest to·the vacuity, when closely 
pursued by an enemy. Besides 'this, in approaching a bridge, 
or any very narrow defile, it was natural for the men to has­
ten eagerly, all striving to be amongsHheforemost to get over; 
in which -di.orderly hurry, they might be assailed at great dis­
advantage. To obviate these inconveniences, the generals 
formed six companies of an hundred men each; setting cap-­
tains over them: and these companies Were divided into bands 
of II",; and tbese again iAto 'bands of.twenty-five: each band 
with its proper officer. The companies, marching thus ap"­
pointed, when at any time the wings were to be closed, halted 
and remained behind; so that the men in the wings might be no 
lung,r /J'iJllle to compression or disorder· The companies then 

• This plSlI.ge hu also b~n given frolA hi,h authority Ii follows: 
_. 10 as not to be in the Wl1 OfJthe Ilan~s." · 

. ·:JArcher hu,-" De portoieb.t .point ito trouble dam lts tit,tail101lI, marchaot h_ 
"ctrtaine distanCe del alles." 

But Spelma.a. "10 II not to disorder the rear," &c. a rneaning tota]!, diB'eteftt (rom ........... 



M,LITARY D,SPOSITiON Of the GREEKS. 177 

advanced and passed, altogether detached from the wings, and 
in such an arrangement as to fill up the vacancy left by their 
expansion: that is, in six bodies of 100 men each, when the 
vacancy was sroan; in twelve bodies of 50 each, when larger, 
and when very large, in twenty.four bodies of 25 each. The 
same contrivance obviated the danger that occurred in ap­
proaching a bridge, or any very narrow passage. For when 
these were to be crossed, there was no longer any cause for 
precipitation or hurry; since the companies, dividing them­
selves, accorrling to local circumstances, passed over in sue ... 
cession; and were thus prepared to be useful in every part of 
the army, according to the exigency of the moment." 

The text here, is, no doubt, corrupted; for this appears to 
be the universal opinion of all the readers of Greek: and 'Very 
possibly. mutilated also. It would therefore be vain to seek 
the entire meaning from the words'of the passage itself, as it 
now stands; and consequently, a part of the meaning must be 
obtained, jf at all, from the reason of the thing. • 

The object in view, appears clearly to have bee~, the cor­
rection of a faulty disposition; which exposed them to great 
inconvenience and some loss: but neither is the cause explained 
with sufficient clearness, nor is the description of the mode of 
correcting it, (as it would appear,) free from corruptions. 
The evil is said to have arisen chiefly from the equilateralform 
of the square, which gave it too extended a front; and there-' 
fore it appears. they changed it for an oblong square, or paral­
lelogram. Certain it is, that the disposition still continued to be 
a $quare; as may be learnt not 'only from the words of Xeno-­
phon (Lib. Ill. c •••. ) where he employs the term which Big; 
nifies an oblong square, but from circumstances also. For 

Aa 
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what purpose, principally, were the new companies formed, 
but to fill up the voids in the rear of that square? And it ap­
pears no less natural, than probable, that the oblong form 
should have been adopted; as the equilateral fonn. for a body 
of 10,000 men, presented too wide a front to make its way 
over ordinary ground: and a like extent of rear, seems to have 
made it difficult to close it up, with the requisite dispatch, whilst 
forming anew~· 

The inconvenience stated to arise from the compression of 
the wings, or flanks, into an lrregular column, through the 
occasional straitness of the ground, would have been common 
to every kind of square. But the evil which Xenophon lays 
the most stress on, was the difficulty of filling up, promptly, 
the openings in the rear, made by -the separation of the wings, 
on occasion of forming the square anew, after coming out of a 
defile. For it appears that they were then subject to attacks 
from the enemy (his cavalry, probably), who broke in and 
took the flanks in reverse; and perhaps attacked the baggage 

• It is worthy of remark,'that nrither Slltlman, 1l0~ Lan:htr, mention the drcum­

stance of the obl'1IK ~quarc. in their tt/rt. Spelman says, " tbe right of tbe sqwtJre ," 

Latcher. simply " tb, Tigpt.ft(lnR:" although the original. (Lib. Ill. c. 2Z) has 

'll'Nzl.rlov. or oblong square, in contradistinction to 'II')..Q:1IrioV jlT~MuFIW. or equilateral 

square. in c. 11. But M. Larcher, in a note on the equilateral square, in this last 

chapter. (vol. I. p. %25.) give. the Gnek terms for both kinds of squares, allhough he 

om)t5 the distiuction of obi Mg. in its proper plate. in the text. (See the distinction 
in the Tactics of Arrian.) 

That the form of a square. although not equilateral, was stiU preserved. is proved, by 
Lib. III. c. Z%, where the light troops are said ro have sheltered themselves, within tbe 

bod} of bHfl1llrmed. APin. they are brought up.from lb_ rigbt oftH IfJtI4fY. And 

ill c. %4-. thq. arc uk-cojro,. witbin tbe 'qU4N. AU these transactions h,pJXlncd aft~~ 
the change of disposition, 
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also, which was of course exposed, through the same opening.­
The mischief might probably be occasioned by certain troops 
of the enemy, who had previously placed themselves in the 
open country, into which the wings had just debouched, from 
the defile; and were waiting the separation of those wings, to 
cut in between them. 

But here, it may naturally be asked, why the troops which 
composed the rear face of the square, under the old disposition, 
(and who must be supposed to have marched close to the 
rear of the wings,) could not have filled up the opening, as 
fast as it was made; hy forming Cas W.,I1 as the wings), as 
they cleared the mouth of the defile? One cannot well com­
prehend how the comparues, under the new disposition, could 
extricate themselves from a defile, with more celerity than 
the troops which composed the rear face of the squ-a·re, under 
the old one: or that, what could h'ave been done by the one, 
could not have been done by the other, in respect ofjiJtiftg up 
a void. The corps of the army in general were already divided 
into companies (or into divisions, equivalent to them); other­
wise, of course, they would have been unmaaagcable, both in 
respect of discipline, and of manreuvres,t Therefore, it can 
only be supposed, that the newly formed companies (or rather 

• One may suppose the following order of march to have takrn place. through defiles. 

or narrow ground. 
First, of course. the frMlt of the square. in a column. Next) the bagga~. with such 

a propGl'tioll of the light troop~. intermixed with it, as might h."e been dft.Rled 1ltCC1. 

sary for itt protet:tion. Then the ",illCs or jJallll.s. either collectively. in one column; 
or separalely. following each olher; as the ground would permit. And lastly. the real' 

of the sqllal'e, under the first ditposition: and under the iwrpJ'UVed. disposition.. tbe 

IInI'l,jormtd ~Dm"'';tI; which probably an.wered the same·putpoM. 

t These permanent coll1panies were of So men each. (Lib. I. c. 9; and IV. c, 16.) 
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divisions) must have been in some respects differently consti­
tuted from the others; and that a part of the text is wanting. 
which might have explained it. 

That the square, in its original state, was entire; that is, 
that it had a rear face, cannot reason~bly be questioned: any 
more than that it consisted throughout, of heavy~anned men. 
(See Lib. III. c. IS. 20, 21.) FOT, unless it had been closed up, 
on every side, it would not have answered the descnption of a 
hollow square; nor would the army and baggage have been 
safe, a moment, closely surrounded as they were, by the nu­
merous cavalry of the enemy, 

What extent of front and rear, the oblong square might have 
had, cannot be known. The 600 men of the newly formed 
companies, cannot be supposed to have been adequate to form 
a rear face; since a depth .of five ranks, is the least that can 
be reckoned on: for Polybius informs us~ that in the order of 
tl)e Macedonian phalanx, five ranks presented their pikes to 
the front. The six companies then, would only have given a 
front of 120 files: t~o narrow, as well as too weak, to resist 
the attacks of t powerful enemy; and for a rear closely 
pressed. So narrow a front, would have rendered their dis­
position of a square, almost nugatory. It has been already 
supposed (page 148.) that their order was eight deep. gene­
rally, throughout the square; since their numbe~s were such 
as to allow it; and at the same time to allow a sufficient 
extent to the fronts, and of space within the hollow of the 
square. 

If it he supposed that .under the new arrangement, the 
oblong square was formed with a breadth equal to half the 
length. the front and rear would have had somewhat more 
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than iOO files in each.· This may have been the greatest 
breadth allowed, at any time; and it may have been con­
tracted, as circumstances required. But still, unless the area 
within, had a considerable degree of breadth, it would not 
have afforded the space, requisite. It was to contain aU the 
public stores, and private baggage, of the army j the sick and 
wounded; the followers of both sexes; the spare horses, and 
probably cattle for slaughter, &c. &c. The beasts of bur­
then, and cattle alone, must have occupied a very considerable 
space.t And finally, room must have been left, sufficient to 
admit the whole of the light-armed troops, on an emergency: 
and these must have been more than 51:000, at that time. The 
oblong square, formed on the above proportions, would have 
presented a front of about 120 yards: but when in motion, 
would hav!:! extended itsjlanks to the length of nearly a quar ... 
ter of a mile. 

If it could be supposed, that there is an error in the number 

of the new companies; and that, instead of six, there might 
have been enough to form a rear face of sufficient depth, to the 
oblong square; a plawiiible hypothesis might Ite offered. For, 
in that case, many doubts would be removed; and in parti­
cular, that very perplexing one, respecting the variation in the 
extent of the opening, left in the rear. For, if it be supposed, 
that by the new disposition, the wings were only to separate 
to such an extent, as would suit the ground, on which they 

• Arrian has a .petimen of a square of these proportions, in his Tactic.: With a 

front of lOO and a depth of 8, rizteen companies would have been ~uired. instead of 

sir. 
t The Rbodian \tho required :10.)0 skins for ftoats, appears to have reckoned upon 

nnrlyat many eirtbr of sumpter horsei, to fastC'o them witl!.. (Lib. UI. c. :'7') 
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were forming, and about to march over, (which to the author 
appears not improbable,) the extent of the opening. or in other 
words, that of the rear face. of the square, would then vary 
with circumstances. And it might probably have been the 
system, according to the idea of Dr. Gillies,· to dispose the 
companies in such a way as to filJ up the opening, by adapting 
the depth to the front required; so as to employ the whole 
force: and which appears to have been necessary; as no part 
of it could with safety have remained on the outside of the 
square. whilst closely pursued. And as the depth of th" 
companies, so disposed, must necessarily have increased with 
the diminution of thdr iront, this may have given occasion to 
that part of the description, which in its present state, seems to 
many persons, so much like a paradox. 

It is not necessary to suppose, that at the m07llm.l of filling 
up the void, all the companies should have been formed of an 
equal depth; but rather that they feU in, in such a way, as to 
occupy the whole space with the greatesf expedition. F't>r, as 
the extent of front required, might not be known, when they 
began to fill up !,he void; neither. of CQurse. could the depth. 
which depended on the extent of that front. be known. It is 
probable that the companies, at the first, fell in, in the co­

lumns, in which they had been previously marching: and af­
terwards extended their fronts, as it became necessary. 

It may be concluded with certainty J that their improved dis­
position was calculated chiifly to combine the advantage of such 
an extent of front, as might be reckoned secure; with that 
which afforded a facility of movement. And also to provide 
for the safety of the rear, under particular .circumstance •. 

• History of Gretce, Vol. Ill. p. uf. Octavo Bd. 
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But at the same time Xenophon describes no other alteration, 
than that of forming the new companies: (for the change in 
the form of the square, is only mentioned incidentally:) and he 
observes, that after this measure was adopted, there 'Yas no 
longer any confusion of the kind that had before taken place." 

If then , the Author's siIpposition be admitted, the new]y 
formed companies (whatsoever their number may have been) 
arc to be regarded as the constituent parts of the rear face of 
the oblong square. For, as it is said that" when the wings 
" were to be closed, these companies halted, and remained in 
" the rear; so that the men in the wings might be no longer 
« liable to compression or disorder," it ought of course to be 
inferred, that at other times they marched with them; by 
which we should understand that they formed the rear of the 
square. 

A difficulty however occurs, respecting an inconvenience 
which is stated to hayc existed under the old disposition; but 
which was removed by the formation of the new companies. 
It was, that" when they were approaching a bridge, or any 
" other strait passage, each soldier would hasten to be amongst 
.. the foremost to get over:" and thus occasion rusorder. But 
that subsequent to the improved disposition, l< there was no 
" longer any cause for precipitation; ,-;ince the companies, 
" divided according to local circumstances, passed in succes-
01 sian." If this refers to the army at large, it is difficult to be 
understood ; although perfectly intelligible, if it refers to the 

rear alone . 

• One can hardly account for the Qmission, in the text, of the circumstance of the 

change in the fonn of the 'quare, on any other ground. than that of the passage haY" 
ing' bern mutilated. 
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But it must be acknowledged, that the text, as it stands, does 
seem to have a reference to the army in general: and accord­
ingly, some highly respectable authorities have supposed, that 
the evil, arising from the hurry and confusion, described to 
have prevailed, at the entrance into aRY narrow passage; as 
weB as the remedy applied to it; extended to the army at 
large. But it does not appear to the author, how any part of 
the army, except the rcar of the wings, or the rear of the 
square itself, could be exposed to attacks, from an enemy in 
close pursuit; any more than how the army in general could be 
benefited by a body of men, whose services appear to have 
been confined to a particular part of it. Therefore, when it is 
said that the newly formed companies were always prepared 
" to be useful in every part of the army, according to the exi­
" gency of the moment," this could only have been, if at all, 
during the interval of time, when the square was compl'e~sed: 
but surely it appears more probable that the passage is cor­
rupted j since it involves a contradiction, in respect of the 
main facts. For let it only be considered, that this body of 
men had a specific duty to perform, in filling up the voids ill 
the rear: so that their absence, even for a short space, might 
have been productive of the greatest mischief. 

Nor does the narrative describe any Change, but what re­
lates to the rear of the square: that is, to the new companies, 
which were said to have marched in the rear oj the wings, 
whenever the square was compressed into a column. 

It is possible, that the new companies, subdivided as they 
were into small bodies, each under the eye of a particular 
officer, may have been kept in bet~er marching order: and, 
in consequence, that the pressure and confusion incident to the 



MILITARY DISPOSITION oj the GREEKS. 185 

hurried march of a large body of troops, on approaching a 
defile, may have been prevented ; but it cannot well be under­
stood to apply to any part, save the rear. 

It must be acknowledged, however, that after all the suppo­
sitions that have been hazarded, much is still wanting, towards 
a clear understanding of the subject. 

Concerning the Greek Military Term LacHos; and its different 
Applications. 

Since the term LacHos is applied by Xenophon indifferently 
to a permanent company of a battalion, or regiment; and to a 
division appointed for special services: and as the term is used 
by other historians, in senses totally' different from the former, 
and also from each other j it may be proper, in this place, to 
say a word respecting the modes in which the term has b~11 
applied. 

It appears to the author, that it has been too much the prac­
tice to confound together, the different systems of the PHA .. 

LANX, which prevailed in different ages: as for instance, the 
phalanx of the · Lacedeemonians, at the date of the Ptloponrusian 
war; with the MacetWnian phalanx of Alexander and of Per­
seus. For these, although agreeing perfectly in principle, and 
in general effect, differed considerably in the detail of their 
establishments; as in the instance of the lochos and lochagos, 
which, in the time of Thucydides, were terms which meant 
respectively, a battalion, and its commander, or colonel; but 
which ATrian applies to a #ngl. file of the phalanx, and its 
leaMr! 

Bb 
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The term lodws would appear to intend, in its general ac­
ceptation, a DlVISlON: and to have been applied, at different 
times, as well to a division of an army, as of a battalion; and 
even to that of a company. Accordingly, the /oehos of Thucy­
dides (referring particularly to the date of the hattle of Man­
tinta,422 B. Christ) is, as we have said, a battalion;. that of 
Xenophon, little more than !lO years afterwards, is a company, 
or other division of a battalion; and that of lElian and . .<\rrian, 
referring to times, down to 2.50 years after Xenophon. is a 
single .file of sixteen men; or as many as constituted the depth 
of their order of battle. Therefore, without entering any 
further into a comparIson of the systems, we may be allowed 
to consider the lochos described by Xenophon, as the one which 
is alone applicable to the subject of the AnabasiJ; and regard 
it, whether permanent or casual, as a division of a battalion. 

According to the manner in which this term is used, 011 

two different occasions in the Anabasis, the import orit, is that 
of a permanent division of a battalion, or corps; formed for the 
purpose of facilitating the inspection, and for the internal reco­
nomy and government, of the individuals of it; agreeing with 
the modem idea of a company • 

• Thucydides (lib. v.) gil'e5 the following numbers for the diviiiiollS of :l locbO$ or 

b.Julio" : 
The I"",,, consisted of;u men; under a commatlder (or colond) styled ["bGgDt. 

The lotllo. was formed into .. pnU4coJtin, or companie., of 1:t8 men, each under iI 

jInIt,eofttaJern. or captain. 

The ""~"C()JI.' consisted of .. '"o",,,tic (or platoo",) each of 32. men, drawn up 8 

d.ep. and with I front of .. : the froJIt rank formed of Ilhc/ men (similar, perhaps, to 

the: ~luIl; of A"~). The commanden oft,hll'se pJatoon~. wcre $Iyled nfom"t",dJi • 
. - •• o.,c may c~~, hom the rerm Ipplied to ~hc colllp&nies, that So had been the 

orip.fslrencth of. company i 15 those of the Roman. haring been originally of 100 
(though aftC'rwud. more than doubled) pve the title of ,rCllhl'riOlC 10 the commander. 
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In lib. 1. C.9 j and in IV. c. 16; the term loeMs must be un­
derstood to apply directly to a permanent division. into compa­
nies; and 50· is the number given ·in both places. In the first, 
Menon is said to have lost two companies of his army I amount­
ing to 100 men, heavy armed; in crossing mount Taurus. 
And in the other, at the crossing of the river Centrites, the­
commanders of companies are directed" to divide their com .. 
" panies into two distinct bodies of 25 men each; and to extend 
u their front, &c." 

But the same term locho5 is also employed in the Anabasis, 
to express certain divisions, formed for special, or occasional 
services; and without any reference to the permanent distri­
bution, into companies; whose individual strength, as such, 
might have been insufficient for the purposes intended. There 
are also two occasions, where this occurs. 

The first of these is the beforep~entioned one of the 6 com­
paniest (Lib. 1Il. C." l . formed for the security of the rear 
of the square. And in the other (Lib. IV. c. 44). the whole 
line of the phalanx was divided into loehi, of nearly 100 men 
each; and formed into columns, for the attack of the Cotchian 
mountains. 

As in the first of the two instances, they are said to have 
fonned companies of 100 men each, it must be concluded, of 
course, that no such description of companies, already existed, 
as a permanent establishment. And in the latter instance, it 
may be supposed. that after having decided upon making the 

• Here the companies arc agun composed of the number. which oricinatly impressed 

on them the nun! ofJflitl; although they had prcvioudy arist:n to 128. 
t Or. as many ali might hue been formed; admitting that the number siI: ii a 

corruption. 
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attack with separate columns, they threw the line into as many 
divisions, as there were columns required; and which would 
have been determined, necessarily, by the extent of front to be 
attaCked; and the force required to make the desired impres­
sion, on the points attacked. Thus it appears, that about 10':> 

was determined to be a proper strength for each column: and 
this was of course without any reference to their original esta­
blishment of companies; although they might possibly have 
formed each of the new divisions, out of two of the old com­
pames. 

Xenophon, then, appears to intend. by fochi, certain divisions 
of a battalion, or corps; whether pennanent, like our compa­
nies, or casually formed, for special services; in which latter case, 
they appear to have been formed of the requisite degree of 
strength, for the occasion; and consequently of arbitrary num­
bers. The disposition for the attack of the Colehian mountains, 
fl;lrnishes an instance of this kind: and it may be remarked, 
that the strength ofthe whole column united. being required 
here, nothing is said respecting a subdivision of the companies 
intofiftil's or lwl'nty-fives, for the purpose of extending the 
front, when necessary; as at the passage of the Ontrites. And 
it appears to the author, that the mt<t&ure uf dividing the com­
panies at the Centrites. for the purpose of extending the front, 
throws some faint light on the disposition of the companies; in 
filling up the voids in the rear of the square. 



CHAPTER XI. 

FROM THE ASCENT OF THE CARDUCHIAN MOUNTAINS, TO 
THE DESCENT INTO ARMENIA. 

Difficulty if tracing the rout, if the Greeks,from their uppermost 
station on the Tigris, to Trebisonde-General Obseroations on 
the Geography of their Route-Its direction appears to have bun 
dttel'11lined by casual circumstances, until they "Wert' far advanced 
into Armenia- The Greek system if Geography at that dily, 
likely to mislead them, in their attempt to reach their Colonies on 
the Euxine-Remarks on the Geography if their Route across 
the Carduchian Tem·tory-Pass if Bedlis-Force their way 

through the Carduchian mountains, by dint of continued exer­
tion and valour-Nature of their Military Disposition and 
Warfare, totally different from that during the former part if 
the retreat- Further reduction if the baggage and followers­
Bravery and determined obstinacy qf the Enemy-Histoneal 
particulars relating to the Carduchians-The Greeks descend 

into the plains if Armenia, and cross (not without dijJiculty), 
the river Centrites; which appears to have been that, "'luch pas­
sed fry Tigranocerta; or Seert. 

I-IAV,NG now.brought the GREElCS within the region of the 
Cartiu<hiIlns, it may not be useless, previous to the attempt to 
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[olJow them across it, to enquire concerning their plan of pro­
ceeding. in respect of the remaining part of their route: and 
whether the direction of it, wa.s not dictated as much by neces­
sity, as by judgment and choice. 

Itis not possible to follow the Ten Thousand,geographically, 
through the whole of their retreat, between the place where 
they ascended the Carduchian mountains, and Trebisonde; in 
which they employed, in marching only, about 66 days (ac­
cording to the history), in order to accomplish a distance of 
less than goo British miles, in a straight line; and certainly less 
than 400, by the road: but then, they wandered during about 
3 weeks, between the Euphrates, and the Harpasus rivers, after 
they had lost their guide. 

It appears, however, that to a point, several marches beyond 
the Euphrates. - they kept nearly to the line of the ordinary 
road towards Trebisonde; and that, bating the delay occasioned 
by the continued warfare in the mountains; and by the deep 
snows, newly fallen, near the Euphrates; their progress was 
at the ordinary rate of marching. And this includes an inter­
val of more than 10 days; e:hiefty during the month of De­
cember. 

But from the place where the guide left them, they have 
left no mark to guide us; as certainly wanting such them­
.selves: no one therefore can undertake to delineate their track; 
any more than that of a ship, in which no reckoning has been 
kept. Although the rivers Phasis and Harpasus may be re­
cognised, in modern geography, yet the time said to be em­
ployed in marching between them, and inthe neighbourhood 

• That it the Mum. or easterft branch. which rises in the quuter of B"yaU; and 

is the Eupbrates of Xenophon. 
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of the fonner, appears too great: and nothing more can be 
collected. than the general outline of the tract within which they 
wandered. Therefore. the time, as well of the reader,. as of 
the geographer. would be unprofitably spent. should it be at­
tempted to describe in detail, the track of the Greeks, after 
the guide left them. For even if the most exact survey of 
the ground was procured. t he marches could not be traced on 
it, for want of objects to refer to, from the history: although 
the rivers and mountains may perhaps assist in forming an 
idea of the Nmits of the tract, within which their wandering 
was confined. 

It may be conceived that the best informed amongst those 
Greeks, had general ideas of the geography, and outlines of 
the countries, inclosed between the Mediterranean, Euxine. 
and Caspian seas: and which mu~t .have been somewhat im· 
proved by their recent experience. But since the battle of 
Cunaxa, they had been led by so circuitous a route, that before 
they entered Armenia, it is probable that they could not form 
any distinct idea of the line of direction, in which any of their 
colonies on the Euxine, lay.* · 

After their arrival in Armenia, there is no direct intimation 
given. concerning the plan of their route : but as they were 
told by the guides, before they ascended the mountains, that 
.. when they should arrive in Armenia, they might, without 
difficulty. march which way soever they pleased ;" and as after 
their arrival there, they chose the northern road, it may be 

• It would appear. bO'llevtt. that in a matter_bieh depended on his DtDltobKrntion. 

Xenophon was tolerably exact. when he statts the distance of the ZalJ.hll from /6";4. 

at about ten thoullnd stadia, af~ they had made a clre.itmt$ marth of mon than 19 
thouAnd _ the %a6.t.,. (See the note to p're 137). 
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presumed that they had laid aside their plan of goin.g imme· 
diately towards Lydia and /iinia. because the continuation of 
mount Taurus (in that quarter, named Mphates, doubtless from 
its snowy summits:) obstructed their passage; as it runs in 
a northerly or north-west direction. for nearly a degree. 
They accordingly struck to the north, through the plains; 
perhaps because that road offered an easy passage. and a fair 
prospect of subsistence; objects of the greatest importance at 
all times; but now in appearance rendered absolutely neces­
sary, from the long continued hardships that they had endured; 
from the number of wounded and disabled men i and from the 
near approach of t.he severe weather, experienced in the coun­
try of Armenia.· And that having been induced by these cir­
cumstances to proceed a great way to the northward; and 
perhaps thinking themselves farther advanced than they really 
were (which is often the case) ; tlley formed the resolution 
of pushing for the Grecian colonies on the Euxine sea. But 
no design of this kind, is declared, at the commencement of 
the retreat: and it wa~ probably adopted after they had cros­
sed the Euphrates. and were arrived a.mongst a people who 
had some knowledge of thos~ colonies.t 

It is certain, however, th~t Diodorus says, (lib. xiv.) that 
ha\'ing elected new gen~rals, they set out from the Zabatus 
for Paphlagonia (moaning probably Sinopt or Amisus, situated 
in that country). And this may possibly have been th~r 

• There is at. pnlC!nt a carano fOld. and ~obably there: wu, at that time, a great 
road,lndiDg frorQ the quarter of ~" northward, throuSh Arme~. Tbis mUlt 

haft pointrd VttJ much in the direction tak.en b1 t~ Greek •• 

t The lpeech of Xenopbou. at the attack. of tl¥: Colcbillll IDOu,nWnS. implies that 

lhq bad 1M, deM.aed to procted to TubiwDde i but the pbJ'a,$e is opt)' ""l!JtlTldiv6. 
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intention; considering it as an intermediate point of rest in 
their way to Ionia: for the almost immeasureable length oj way 
from Assyria to Ionia,. to men. circumstanced as they were, 
must have appalled even the Greeks! Diadorus, who evi­
dently had recourse to other materials, besides the Anabasis, 
may perhaps have collected this fact from them. 

Nor does the idea collected from Xenophon contradict Dio-­
dorus. He represents that the Greeks at the commencement 
of their retreat (from the Zabatu!> ) J intended to trace the course 
of the Tigris, upwards, until they carne to a fordable part. 
And it appears to have been equally their intention to arrange 
their marches, so as to cross the Euphrates (which they pro­
bably supposed to consist ofa single stream), in the like man­
ncr; as the only mode of overcoming the difficulties, presented 
by those rivers. And perhaps, their return to Ionia might af­
terwards have been facilitated, by 'taking Amisus or Sinope, or 
both of them, in their way, 

But the close pursuit of the enemy to the time of their arrI­
val at the foot of the Carduchilln mountains, confined their at­
tention merely to the objects of defence arid subsistence: other­
wis~ they might, had they been so inclined, have forded the 
Tigris, as Alexander afterwards did, between Nineveh and the 
foot of the Carduclu'an mountains. The truth, however. is, 
that they never thought of crossing the Tigris, until the appa­
rently greater obstacle of the overhanging mountains, compelled 
them to try it, as an alternative. And in that part, as we have 
seen, it was found too deep. But, as it has been already 

• Taken aboYe '(page 137) roundly at about a thousand British milef, &.m the Ztl~ 

•• ft: to Epbl,.:. And very IleUlyas much to B,.,UJfIJ"m. 

Cc 
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remarked it would have been the most unsafe course they 
could bave taken. 

It may not be improper in . this place, to remark, that the 
geography of the Greeks, at the date of Herodotus, and which 
may doubtless be applied to the time of Xenophon,· extended 
the Euxine very much further to the east, than the truth; at 
the same time that they reckoned the peninsula of Asia Minor, 
very much too narrow.t The effect of this would have been, 
of course, to induce a belief in Xenophon, that the Grecian 
colonies in question were much more to the south-east, than 
they really were: so that it is not improbable, that he sup­
posed Trebisonde to lie directly to the north, when. he crossed 
the Euphrates, although it really lay to the north-west. 

Xenophon reckons in the aggregate, 7 marches through the 
Cprduchians' country: but we cannot make out more than 5 
marches, and 2 halts. Possibly the space of 7 days was in­
tended to express t~e whole time of their being within the 
territory. Diodorus also says; that they passed through the 
mountains in 7 days. But whether they made 5 or 7 marches,. 
the progr,ess forward, could not be great. U They were con­
<I tinually fighting; and suffered more than from all the at­
.. tempts of the king and Tissaphernes." (Lib: IV. c. 11.) 
Add to this, the roughness of the country J and the necessity 

• Scarcelya generation later: both were probably living. at the same time. 
t Herodotus reckoned the Illbmlt. to be 5 journies only, acton: but it i~ more than 

+ "Iteet. Eratoatbene. allow. )000 stadel, which is nearly the truth. Pliny marly 

100 Roman miles too little. Again, Herman MoU.",as right; and M. D'AIll'i.Ue errt'd 

about A decree on tbe same side with Herodotu •. 
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of often halting, to defend themselves by the way: besides, 
under such circumstances, they would regard the quality of the 
road, more than its absolute line of direction, when closely 
pressed; and this would also have the effect of lessening their 
progress forwards. 

It must moreover, be recollected, that the Greeks traced 
back a small portion of their route, near the Tigris, on the 15th 
day; when they were about to ascend the mountain. This 
will also operate to reduce the line of distance, between their 
uppermost station on the Tigris, and the river ~ntrites, the 
northern boundary of the Carduchians' territory. And it is 
probable, that, when all the above allowances and deductions, 
are made, that the line of distance from the station on the Ti­
gris, to the Centrites, short as it may appear, was not more 
than !is G. miles, direct. The line of direction was probably 
north-eastward; both because it' was the shortest line by 
which they could reach the plains of Armenia; and that it also 
leads through a valley, which seems to answer to one d~­
scribed by Cartwright, in the quarter of Cochakao; and which 
lies in that direction. * 

According to the geographical construction, they must have 
descended the mountains, about midway between Sered or 
Seert (taken for Tigranocerta) and Bedlis; in which quarter, 
the two ridges of Taurus, named Niphates and Masius. by their 
junction, form a very wide belt of mountains, generally named 
from their inhabitants, the Kourds, who are the descendants of 

• See Cartwright's. Of the P"acb,r', Travels. in Purdys's Col1ect1on of Voyages; 
VoI.U. Thia. is the line ~fthe "ravln route, betwccn Diyarbckir and. Tlbriz i ~rolli"K 

that of the Ten TllousInd. 
Thenl1ey and to"1I spoken of by Xcnophoo. I)I;;CUfi in Li1J. IV. c. 10. 



.gIl CARDUCHIANS. 

the Carduchi4ns of antiquity. A description of the tract is 
given by Cartwright, and also by Taverniere; both of whom 
travelled through it, from we,5t to eaet, in the line between 
Seert and Bedlis: as the Greeks appear to have done from 
south~west to north-east, intermediately between those places. 
It contains many fertile and beautiful vallics; and some of the 
mountain sides. are extremely well wooded. No mention is 
made of snow, by Xcnophon: although at the end of Novem­
ber. Mr. Sullivan saw it on the summits fronting the Tigris, 
in June; but it was probably confined to the summits: and it 
appears that the first snow noticed by Xenophon, fell in the 
plains of Armenia, about 9 day. after the Greeks had left the 
mountains.-

The passes leading through this region, from Mesopotamia 
into Armenia, are so difficult of access, and so easily defended, 
that the chief of Bedlis, a large town, situated at the opening 
ofthe strongest of the passes. in the road from Diyarbekir to 
Wan and Tabriz, derives much consequence from his local situ­
ation, in the eyes of the PORTE. 

The march of the Greeks thr.ough this mountainous terri­
tory, presents a scene of continued labour. exertion. and valour. 
It is probable, however, that it is often passed over by that 
class of readers. who attend most to those parts of history, 
in which brilliant actions, comprised in short descriptions, are 
not likely to fatigue the attention. The march in question 
affords a variety of military stratagems, and displays much 
character: . And although as a history, it appears to be little 
more than a narrative of the manner of passing the summits . ~ 

of mountains; and to have much of sameneSs iq it; yet, if it 
• Heavy rain ftU. during their pus'Ie OTerthe mountains. Lib. IV. e. ,_ 
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be analyzed,much variety will be found, in the different modes 
of getting possession of them: as well as in that of forcing 
their way through the difficult passages, generally. Many of 
these are wen worth the attention and remembrance of mili­
tary men; and it is not the least to say of them, that they were 
thought worthy of being recorded by Xenophon. 

We cannot help comparing the laborious and hazardous 
interval spet:lt by the Greeks in the Carduchian mountains, 
with the state of Captain Cook, and his crew, in the Endea­
vour, whilst engaged in the intricate, and imminently danger­
ous navigation, amongst the reefs and shallows of New Hol­
land , These long continued perils, are feelingly spoken of, 
by that GR E AT NAVIGATOR, at their conclusion; but it is to be 
feared that very many, if not most, readers, tum over those 
leaves, without attending to their contents: chiefly, because a 
want of knowledge of sea affairs, renders them incapable of 
estimating the degree of danger J fatigue, and anxiety, that 
prevailed , during an interval of six weeks.- . 

When the Greeks had ascended into the Carduchian terri­
tory, they soon found .that their future order of march, must 
necessarily be the very reverse of that, which in the open 
country below, had, so successfully, resisted the rapid and 
sudden attacks of the Persian cavalry. In the narrow pas­
sages of the mountains, they could no longer concentrate, 
either their military force, or their baggage. The paucity, and 
dispersed state of the inhabitants. rendered provisions scarce, 
and even that scanty supply, became precarious; because the 
inhabitants dwelt in situations difficult of access. The nature 
of the country.als~ converted the roads into passes; and the 

• S«: Capt&in Cook.'. Voy.ge, in Dr. Hawkeswortn', Collection. Vol. II. 
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summits of the mountains into citad eIs; which commanded the 
ascent on both sides, by the simple operation of roIling down 
stones. In every sense then, .it was a war of posts. Nor were 
the enemy formidable only, through their natural defences; 
their arrows of two cubits length, discharged from bows 
of nearly g cubits; and in which operation the left foot 
had a principal share, pierced the shields and corslets of the 
Greeks: and, in one instance, completely transfixed a man's 
he.d. 

The first object of the Greek generals, was to reduce the 
baggage, and the attendants on the army.- After this, they 
forced their way, either hy sending detachments by circuitous 
ways, to surprise and dispossess the enemy of the passes and 
summits, or by open attack. In every instance they were suc­
cessful: but the enemy were often nimble enough to return 
to the summit, in time to disturb the rear, in their descent. 
It was' fortunate, that they were not more numerous. The 
Cretan bowmen were of the gre~test service, here, although 
they had been less regarded in the plains, against the Persian 
cavalry, " .. ho were enablt:d to choose their distance. 

Xenophon sums up the history of their warfare in these 
mountains, in the folJowing manner. They were then arrived 
.t the end of the Carduchi.n's territory. (Lib. IV. c. 11). 

"This day they staid in the villages situated above the 

• Although at the commencement of tht- retreat, tbey had reduced the baggagt- to a 

,calc of men! neceuity, a, it re' pected their personal habits and a:conomy; yet, the 

naton! of the country. here, requiring a clOltr order of march; and the difficulty of 

obtalnina proYbic:m. inducing the necessity oiles,ening the consumption of them; the 

number of 5umpttl' hones wal reduced, and aU the ,laves ~t1y taken were dismiued. 

By thi, arrangement .anotber advantagt ""'15 likewise pined: for 'the JDen .... bo had the 
charge of them, now augmented the numb« of the combatant,. 
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~( plain, that extends to the river Centrites.-Here they staid 
" with great satisfaction, having plenty of provisions: and 
" often calling to mind the difficulties they had undergone, 
" for during the 7 days, they had marched thro"gh the coun­
" try of the Carduchians, they were continually fighting, and 
H suffered lUore than from all the attempts of the king and 
H Tissapherncs. Looking upon themselves, therefore, as 
H freed from these hardships, they rested with pleasure. But 
" as soon as jt was day, they saw a body of horse, on the 
" other side of the river. completely armed, and ready to op­
" pose their passage; and above the horse, another of foot, 
" drawn up, upon an eminence, to hinder them from pene­
., trating into .Armenia." This accordingly was a fresh source 
of disquiet; for on descending to the river side. (6 or 7 stadia 
only, from the mountains,) it was found too deee to be conve­
niently forded, in the line of the road; and the Carduchians 

were collecting in great numbers, on the eminence whi,ch the 
Greeks had quitted. 

The next day, however, a convenient ford was discovered: 
and having, with great address. baffled all the attempts of the 
enemy. on both sides ef the river, they passed it, with very 
little damage. And having crossed the valley through which 
it flowed, and ascended the eminence beyond it,· they ('arne 
into the plains of Armenia: in which, for a considerable inter­
val, they marched forward, relieved both from hostilitYI and 

• It appears. therefore. that there WIlS a ridge of hills. or rather ri". beyoud the Cu­
tritls • .... hich flo .... ed through a nHey adjacent to the foot of the C.rdudJi~)& mountains: 
moreover. that the summit of the riu. was the commencement of the plains of Arme­

nia. and the: valley. mdft: probably 1\'l,)fn down from the: kYeI <1f tbole plaiDS. by the 
riva". 
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great bodily fatigue; and accommodated with provisions m 
abundance. What a change of circumstances! 

Although they were again entered into the dominions of 
the great king, yet they had now, only the proper force of 
Armenia, opposed to them: the nature and extent of the 
mountainous tract, which they had just quitted, effectually 
preventing the Persian army from penetrating it. 

Xenophon gives the following historical fact, concerning the 
earduchians. all the report of the Persian prisoners. 

" That they were a warlike nation , and not subject to the 
H king [of Persia]: and that once, the king's army. con .. 
u sisting of J !W,OOQ men, pcnctratt:d into their country; from 
" whence not one of them returned; the roads being hardly 
" passable." (Book III. at the end.) 

Plutarch i~forms us that Artaxerxes, (the same, against 
whom the expedition of Cyrus was undertaken) afterwards 
march~ into the country of the Carduchians, at the head of a 
vast army of horse: and that this army had, ill alJ probability, 
perished through famine, had not Teribazu6, governor of 
Armenia, procured a peace. 

It is an error to SUppOSE: that the posterity of these Cardu­
chians, were the PARTHIANS who subverted the throne of the 
SELEUClDJE; and who defeated Crassus. The Parthians came 
from the province of that name, beyond the Caspian sea; and 
established a dynasty in Persia, at large. And those who 
defeated Crassus. were PERSIANS, under the government of 
that PARJ'HIAN dynasty. The practice of shooting arrows 
backwards in retreating, was as much Persian as Parthian; 
as we learn from the Anabasis (Lib. Ill;~. IS); although 
very commonly referred to the Parthian. alone; perhaps. 
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because it was so fatally experienced jJy the Roman army, 
under Crassus. 

It appears highly probable that the Ctntrites of Xenophon 
is the same with that, described by Hajy Kalifa, and other 
oriental geographers, as the river of Bedlis; as originating 
from, or passing very near to, that place, which has been so 
much celebrated on the score of its pass. (See above, page 
Ig1l.) Hajy Kalifa conduct" the river of Bedlis through the 
plain, to the southward of Seert, Sard, or Sered (the ancient 
Tigranocerta) situated within the great valley of Diyarbekir. 
It is by no means certain, however, that the river of Bedlis, is 
also the river of Tigranocerta, anciently called the Niceplwrius; 
but that it passes through the plain, to the southward of it; 
for another, but smaller river, is said, by the same authority, 
to join the river of Bedlis, in that quarter; as will presently 
appear. 

Again Hajy KaIifa says, that the river of Bedlis passe. near 
Kala Zerke, situated also in the plain. Here then we obtain 
for certain, a point in the general course of this river, below 
the mountains: for Zerke oocurs in a caravan route of M. 
Taverniere, at the distance of one stage to the eastward of 
Seert; (which is easily recognised in the Ziarat of that travel .. 
ler : ) and at a like distance to the westward of Cochacan, taken 
above, (page 195,) for the town and valley, in which the 
Greeks found themselves so much at their ease, when they 
had nearly accomplished their passage through Kourdistan. 
Zerke was also three caravan stages short of Bedlis itself. 
So that the river of Bedlis certainly pas ... at one caravan 
journey eastw,ard from Seert; haVing then freed itself from 
the C4nhtchian mountain.; and proceeding ItiI1 more to the . 

Dd 
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west, or south-west, adva~ to the neighbourhood of Seert, 
and is there joined by a smaller river, which may possibly 
be that of Tigranocerta; as the Nicephonus seems to have been 
too easily forded by the army of Lucullus, to answer to the 
Centrites. 

It appears then, that the river of BedJJs certainly pene ... 
trates the great body of the Carduchian mountains: as also, 
that it appears to be the same with the Centrites or Kentrites, 
of Xenophon. And although it may at first sight, appear 
improbable that so small a body of water, should sap so vast 
a mass of mountains; yet the fact is, that although the Greeks 
descended from those mountains, to the river, the descent 
towards Armenia is small. compared with the ascent from 
the side of Mesopotamia: and this may at once be understood 
by the circumstances of the case. The whole descent, that 
is, the whole length of the slope, was only 6 or 7 stadia : 
whereas the Greeks employed a whole day in the ascent; 
probably equal to 10 or " times the length of the other. 
Consequently the level of Armenia, must be very greatly 
elevated above that ' of Mesopotamia; and of course, the 
river of Bedlis must run on a very considerable declivity, to 
the Tigris. 

The Centrites was said to be 200 feet in breadth. M. D' An­
ville supposed the river Khabour (of Armenia) to be the 
Centritts; but Hajy Kalifa says, that the Khabour flow. by 
Zaco: so that thi$ latter answers to the Kurnib of Sestini, 
wl)ich cotlle. from Amadieh in Kourdistan; and is perfectly 
distinct from the river of Bedlis. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

FROM THE CARDUCHIAN MOUNTAINS, TO THE VILLAGES OF 
SHELTER AND REFIIESHMENT, BEYOND THE EUPHRATES. 

The TEN THOUSA1ID proceed northward through western Arme­
nia, a beautiful Tract-Arrive at a point beyond the head of 
the Tigris-Geography of the Route, bettl'ten the Centrites and 

the Euphrates-Cross the Teleboas, the Arsanius ofLucullus; 
a beautiful stream-Arrive at the first village! of refresh­
ment, south of the Euphrates; supposed to be Yezidkoi-F'lrst 
snow of the winter-Petty waifare with the Satrape oj' Ar-. 
menia- Enquiry into the position of the source of the Murad, or 
Eastern Euphrates-The Greeks ford it, in the district of the 
Chaoi, taken for Khanoos-Arrive at the second villages of 
refreshment, to the north of the Euphrates-Dreadful sUlter­
jngs of the Grecian army, from cold and privations-Their 
lives preserved,fry the shelter and food, qffortkd fry these villages 
_Armenian winter houses tkscribed. 

F I\OM the Centrites, it appears that the Greeks marched ""11h­
wards: and in 8 marches. according to Xenophon, they were 
advanced " above the bead of the Tigris. ,,* But the river 

• TbcI reader t. .~D rmrred to the Map No. n. for the Plnpb, of the ~t. 
after uuzuliat the C.,.tltubin IDOWI:wns, 
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intended in this place, is not the one which either the Romans 
or the moderns, have regarded as the proper Tigris: for this 
springs from a place very far to the westward of the city of 
Diyarbekir; and so near to the course of the Euphrates of 
Xenophon (that is, the Murad) that two marches would have 
carried them from the one to the other; whereas, they made 
no less than te1l, from the station in question: not to mention 
that the Teleboas river lay between. That head of the Tigris 
meant by Xenophon, was probably the remote eastern one, 
named Arzen, by the oriental geographers. Xenophon spoke 
of the only Tigris known to him: and which was perhaps 
pointed out to him, because that having got beyond it, the 
Greeks might, if they had been so inclined, have directed 
their course more to the west. And hence it had become an 
object of enquiry, and of ~ttention, to them.- And for a like 
reason, the eastern branch alone. of the Euphrates (the Murad) 
was krlOwn to them . . 

On crossing the Centrites the Greeks were said to have en­
tered the western part 'if Armenw ; described to be a country of 
" plains, intermixed with hills of an easy a~cent." And this 
description seems to apply to the whole tract, till within g 
marches of the Euphrates: that is, an extent of ten marches 
from the Ctntrites. At this point, a chain of hills, or a lower 
order of mountains, occurred; in which was a pass, through 
which the road led; and where TeribazuB, the Satrape of the 
r.ountry, took post, in order to oppose the passage of the 

• No btucb "hatlOeYtt of the Tigris could, at this time. hue interkred with their 
tOlift. which lay Yet)' wide oftbat riTer. But ptl'haps. their thou,htl bad been-.o lon, 
beat on tbe'" measure of pUnD& oyer the Tiln.. to tbe westward ; that the i4c& atil1 oceu .. 
p;oIl1101r _, oItboua!> !lie ..... of tbhIr _ toIII1y duooae<!. 
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Greeks. - However, he was himself surprised and defeated; 
such was the close intelligence and active vigilance of the 
Greeks: and this was the only hostility that occurred, from 
the time of their leaving the Carduchian territory, to their 
encountering the united forces of the Challkans. (or Chalybia ..... l 
Taiichians, and Pluuians, at two marches beyond the river 
called Phasis. by Xenophon; but truely the upper psrt of the 
Araxes. 

From the pass just mentioned, to the Euphrates, in distance 
3 marches, the country was said to be a desert; but was then 
covered with snow: and beyond the river. (i. e. to the north­
ward) plains, also covered with snow, the length of S other 
marches: after which, a fourth, through a hilly or moun .. 
tainous tract, brought them to the villages, where they found 
such ample means of refreshment: and whose position forms 
the term of the present head of enquiry. So that the whole 
tract. from the mOlmtains of the Carduchians, to a point four 
marches north of the Euphrates, 17 marches in aU, was, with 
very few exceptions, "a plain, interspersed with hills of an 
" easy ascent." "But.this plai~ is exceedingly elevated above 
those of Mesopotamia and Assyria j as is the whole country of 
Armenia and its adjacencies: for, as it has been before re­
marked, the ascent of Taurus,t from the south, is out of all 
proportion greater. than the descent to the plain of Armenia, 
on the north. Accordingly. the great body of land, c0nsti­
tuting the two Armenias. according to the ancient division,:!: 

• This too. was after be bad made m amicable trelty with them (Lib. iT, c. 190) 

t Calle4 ill thiLt put- the C.,.4acbUus mountains; aad farther to the north-west­

~ .. 
l That U. Armenia mAjor. on t:bt eut of the Eupbn.tcl, or .Ftat, aboft' Tunau 
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may be regarded as an upper level, or kind of tahle-land; 
from whence the rivers descend in every direction: and on 
the northern side of which table, the M asehi and Sanni moun­
tains, form a steep descent towards the Black sea, 

We shall now enquire, from these data, and other notices, 
and circumstances~ into the probable situation of the ford of 
the Euphrates, where the Greeks crossed it; as well as into 
that of the villages of refreshment, both to the north and south 
of it. 

When the Greeks enquired of the country-people, at the 
southern foot of the Carduchian mountains, concerning the 
roads; they were told amongst other particulars, that the 
road over the mountains, to the north, led to the Carduchians; 
and that beyond these people, was Armenia, a spacious and 
plentiful country; "from whence they might march which 
" way soever they pleased:' (Lib. Ill. at the end. ) 

Aftet their arrival in Armenia, nothing is said respecting 
tlieir line of direction, until they had crossed the Euphrates; 
when-it is said, that the last day's march was very grievous, 
because" the north wind blew full in their faw :" (Lib. iv. c. 
~S.) As no good reason can be assigned. why their course 
should have been otherwise. at this point of their progress, 
than at any intermediate point, since they entered the open 
cOWltry; one may infer, that they had proceeded north, or 
much northerly, the whole way from the Centrites. This is all 
that can be collected from the history: but there are other 
circumstances, which render it probable that they went north, 
or very much northerly. One is, the position of mount 

Armenia mbto" on tbe· .... Ht. The ",ste17l Armenia of Xeflophofl~ .,.., bowtJer, In­
dud0e4 UJ, the lteatel' Armenia. 
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Niphates, which interposed between them and the line of direc­
tion towards Asia Minor: and another, that the river, to which 
they came in 6 marches from the Centrites; and which they 
named Teleboas; answers to the Aksou, or white river. in M. 
Delisle's map of Armenia; whose line of direction being 
northerly, and nearly in the meridian of the pass of the Cen­
trites, would necessarily be intersected or skirted by the line 
of march.- And lastly, that the fine plains of western Arme­
nia, answer to those of Moosh (Mo:coene) described by Abul­
feda and Sherefeddin, as occupying a great part of the space 
between Moosh and Aklat: so that it may be conceived that 
the Greeks marched nearly in the midst, between the moun­
tains of Moosh (Niphate .• ) and the lake of Wan; on whose 
western shore Aklat is situated. And had they marched in 
the neighbourhood of such a rang~ of snowy mountains as those 
of Moosh, it is probable that Xenop'hon would have mentioned 
them.t Upon the whole, then, it appears highly probable tha~ 

• Xenophon says that the T,ltboQ.$, •• though not large, was beautiful. an~ had 
many fi ne villages on its banks: this country was called the western part of Armenia'" 

(t.ib. iv. c. 19.) 

This fiver answers to tht Arstulilll of Plutarch. to which Lucullus came. on the 

fourth marth from the northern foot of Tallrll$' called in that part, the CardllCQillft 

mountains. This .river is also the Arsillilll of Procopiu5. or a br.mch of it: for he onl,. 

knew the northern, or Enerum, branch, as the Euphrates. at Xenophon only knew the 

eastern one. Lucuiluli wali at Ibis time on his way from Tigra1locutll tolVardli ArIIlZIlI4. 

Here he gained 01 decisive battle ovtr Tip:ranes : but the nur appR»ch of an Armenian 

.... inter. made him relinquish his design of lnarching northwards. 
There is no contrAdiction arising frOln rhl: aitf~rent 'lengths of the marches of Xeno­

phon. aud Lucullul. from the foot of Taurus, to The river in question; although both 

might have s~t off from the same po;nt: .the route of the one being north. the other 

north east, .... ould intersect the riftr in diittreht plAce •• and' at very ontquaJ di.tatlCft 
• • from the point of outset. 

t Sherefeddin. in hn hiltory ofTimllr, telat\:( that immediately to 'th~ wntward of 
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the course was generally northward; or perhaps iflclining 
rather to the west, for it may be supposed, that as they had 
guides in this part of their way (as we are told Lib. iv. c. !is), 
they would naturally be conducted on some great road, that 
led towards the nearest parts of the Black sea; which bore to 
the west of north from them.-

The distance given on this northerly line, from the river 
Centrites to the villages of refreshment, lying to the NORTH of 
the Euphrates, and which necessarily includes the ford of 
that river, and the villages of refreshment to the .OUTH ofit), 
is as follows: 

From the Centrites to the Teleboas was six marches; and 
three more to the villages of refreshment, south of the Eu­
phrates, where they had the first snow. Thence to the pass 
where Teribazus was defeated, one short march; and S more 
to the ford of the Euphrates, in all 18 marches from the 
Centn~es to the Euphrates; and four more to the villages of 
refreshment beyond, or to the north of it. In all '7. 

The 9 marches which brought them to the first villages of 
refreshment; and where the first alOW fell. are given at 5 
parasangas each; equal to 45 paras'angas; and the 4 remain­
ing ones, to the Euphrates, for which no distance is given, 
being through a deep snow, newly fallen, must' of necessity. 

l4oosb, there wert .,ery high mountainli. cowered with UlO"~ in the spring se.uon : and 
that Tiaulr in croslin&: them~ lo.t m .. y of hili bealits of burthen. through the oold. 
MGOth is .. jo\U1l.ics to tbe N. E. by E. of Diyarbekir; three wcst of Aklat; the fine 

plaiD of MoOdl J,.ine bttwcen . 
• It appears by the tra'ldf of Pir.4.wiJ. at the latter eodd the 17th century, t:hu 

tbae ... a tar .... rod. between Bedlis and Eneru8l.: but ne partku1an arc po. 
on an occasion where they are 50 much called for. It i. merdtRi4. that tbejOUl'DC7 
..... Ql" 10 dIIJf. in performitll' He doubt1cu went by way of yezidtoi, aod Kh,NN"'. 
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have ~n very slwrt; as we are afterwards told that the 
horses ~unk up to their belliei'. - One of the marche~ wast 
moreover. rather an excursion than a march; for it was no 
farther than they had previously ventured to go, from their 
camp, in order to surprise Teribazus; and to which camp 
they had returned the same day, It seems, therefore, that if 
Sl parasangas be taken, for the excursion to the pass, and 7';­
for the other g days. through the ,~now, it may be deemed 
sufficient: and then the 13 days will give 54! parasangas: 
equal to nearly 117 G, miles, in direct distance, 'between the 
Centn'les and the Euphrates, 

Before we endeavour to apply this line of distance, to the 
geography, it will be proper to lay before the reader, as much 
of the account of the geographical construction, relating to 
the place of the source, and future line of course of the Eu­
phrates, (meaning the Murad, or eastern branch, which is the 
Euphrates of Xenophon)t as will enable him to judge fdr him­
self, how far the statement of the positions, on which the argu:' 
ment turns, deserves credit. It must, in the first instance, be 
assumed, that the surrouJ¥ling positions of Diyarbekir, JezinhJ 

Moosh, Wan, Malazkerd, Bayazid. and Erzerum, are all 
placed upon the best authorities that could be obtained, The 
reader is again referred to the map No. U, 

The source of the Murad was once thought to be near 

• Tbe head man of the "illage north of the Euphrates, taught them to tie billS to the 

feet of the horse. : without them. tbe borse5 sunk up to their bellies. in the newly faUen 

snow. which tlley measured, aud found to be six feet deep, Lib.IY, c. , .. S. 
t It ~eems scarcely necessary to remtrk. that the Euphrates crossed by Xenophon at 

nap.sa'"s. in Syria. is formed of the joint wat' ! 5 o. the one in queuion. (i f!. tbeMurad) 
and those of the F.rz:c1lUtl. or 'ft5tern branch (the Frat), • the coniux tWog plAce pre­
't'aou. to tAt p.msc of the Eupbn.te •• throurh AMIi·TiUIrIU. 

Ee 



010 Eastern EUPHRATES. 

Bayazid; but is now said to be at a place, go miles or", more, 
farther to the westward. It was pointed Qut to Mr. James, 
Marier, when at Diadin, at about 10 miles to the south-west 

arthat place. However. it is certain that Hajy Kalifa says, 
that " the Murad, which has its fountain head in Aladag (the 
" mountains of Ala) traverses the plain of Bayazid." And 
this circumstance is added_" That in the same plain, the 
Murad is swallowed up; and issues out· again at the distance 
of four hours travelling."· 

The mountains of Ala form a lofty ridge, which extends 
from west to east, between the source of the river Arash 
(Araxes), near Erzerum, and mount Ararat;t and which ap­
pears to terminate in the latter. On the south. Ala detaches a 
parallel ridge; and thus forms a spacious valley. of about an 
hundred miles in 1ength; in the eastern quarter of which, the 
town of Bayazid is situated. The source of the Murad, pointed 
~ut to Mr. Morier, springs from the southern side of this val­
ley: so that either the southern ridge is to be regarded as a 
member of Ala; or there are other sources nea~er to Bayazid; 
(as H. Kalira says that there are s,,",eral springs). Certain 
it is, however, that Mr. Morier crossed no stream, whatsoever, 
in his way westward from Bayaz.id.; the Murad at the same 
time flowing in the like direction, along the valley, and skirting 
his route on the left. 

But as Bayazid contains an extensive district; in which a 
part at least, of the above valley is known to be included; (or 
it may be the greater part); ma,V not the source near Diadin, 

• M':jy LoU"'" Geography of Armenia, translated by M, Hammer. of Vienna. 
t That ii, the mountain of that name near Irwin; but called Mllcir by'the Arme_ 

nima I Api.~b. by the Turb. 
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which certainly flows through the valley in question, be the 
fountain head of the Murad, intended by H. Kalifa 1 

This source appears to be the one spoken of by Pliny, (Lib. 
v. c. sq,), on the report of Corbulo; a .. springing from the 
mountain of Aba, in the province of Caranizis, in Armenia. 
The name Aba or Abi, is said to be still known in Armenia: 
possibly the Haoou,ya of M. Delisle may have some relation 
to it. 

The Murad is also the Euphrates of Strabo (page SOl ) . 

So that the ancients, generally, applied the name of the con .. 
fluent stream, to the eastern branch, as the natives do Frat 
(probably the origin of Euphrates) to the western. It may 
be supposed that Xenophon gave to the Greeks, the first dis .. 
tinct notices, concerning the general position and course of the 
Murad; to which he naturally gave the name of Euphrates; 
and was followed by the ancient geographers in general. 

Pliny says that the Euphrates only takes that name, after 
having passed through the mountains; being previously named 
Omiras. He seems to have heard indistinctly, concerning 
the Murad, Arsanius. and. other rivers, which flow into the Eu .. 
phrates, or its branches: but it may be understood, that he did 
not consider the Omiras (Murad?) so much a branch, as the 
main river itself, under a different name. The Arsanius has 
been already spoken of, as the TeleoofU of Xenophon, in the 
note to page 207: but it appears probable to the author, that 
through the great want of knowledge that had so long pre­
vailed, concerning the subject of the upper branc;hes of the 
Etaphrates, and the countries through which they take their 

courses; that t.be name Arsanius has been very dif!erently ap­
plied, by different persons amongst the ancients. But a 
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discussion of the subject, would not only be too long; but out 
of place, here. 

From Diadin, the Murad takes a general westerly course. 
through the valley above ... rnentioned; by UtchkiHsse. Alish­
gherd, and TUTpakala: Mr. Marier's route, keeping either 
to its bank, or to its neighbourhood, during an extent of 60 or 
70 miles: thus ascertaining to a moral certainty, that its course 
is such, as to agree with the march of Xenophon; which 
requires that it should have kept to a high northern par­
rallel, from its source, to the place where he crossed it: and 
which must have been after it had pierced the southern ridge 
of Ala-dagh, in its way to the west. * 

From thence, its general course bends more to the S. W. 
and even to the south; so as to enter the great plain of Moosh: 
for this is its description, j~ the Armenian geography of Hajy 
Kalifa. It is, moreover, confirmed in thi<: part also, by the 
~ap of M. Delisle, and by the report which Mr. Mcrier heard 
of it. It receives, by the way, several considerable streams, 
one of which is the Aksou, or Tdeboas, before cOmmemorated 
(page 9.07) ; and al~otht:r, the ·Karasou, which jDins it in the 
plain of Moosh.t 

Hajy Kalifa de~cribes very particularly, the town and pro­
ince (or Sanjigat) Qf Khanoos. situated to the south-east of 

Erzerum, at the dr.."tance of three journies. It occurs also in 
a route given by M. Niebuhr, from Erzerum to Wan, under 
the name of Kanis; at the distance Df gO hours travelling, 
from the ' former: and south-easterly. of course; as pointing 

• M. D' Anville de!icri~ its coune .ery. cf'dferentl,: but M. Delisle's delineation 
agree' with Mr. Morirr's report. ~ 

t Haiy KaJi!&', Geogn.pby of Armenia. Xdr/UQIl means the B14d ri.er. 
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towards the head of the lake of Wan. Ibrahim Effendi, .1;0, 
in his map of Persia, &c. has Kanis, with the river of Murad 
near it. And to complete the information respecting this par­
ticular, Mr. Morier was informed that the Murad. after quit­
ting the neighbourhood of Turpakala, passed through a pro­
vince of the name of 1(ensus. One may readily conclude that 
there was an error I either in collecting the name, or in writing 
it down; and that Khanoos or Kenus was intended. 

Here then is a satisfactory proof. not only that the province 
of Khanoos exists, in this general situation; but that the Murad, 
by its general course, must pass through it. 

Now Diodorus. who (as we have before remarked,) evi­
dently made use of other materials besides the .Anabasis, attri­
buted to X enophon, says, that the Greeks, in their retreat, 
passed through the countries of the Chaoi and Phasiam " and 
afterwards traversed what was caHed the country of the Chal .. 
t:idians. It is proper to state, that he omits the Euphrates. 
altogether; having, apparently, confounded it with the Phasis 
(or rather the AraIes). For he says, that from the Phasis, 
they passed through the countries of the Chaoi ond Phasiani 
to that of the Chalcidians.- Since then the districts of Khanoos 
(or Kanis) and Passin border on each other, at this day,t it 
appears probable that they represent the .. Chaoi and Phasiani of 
ancient times. And a. the Euphrates of ~nophon (the Mu­
rad) really passes through, or by, the province of Khanoos, as 

• DiodoNl, Lib. XIV. :19' He baa transpmd the order of time. lQ, which some of 

the evellt. and tranuctionl, tQOk place; u well a.s the geographical position. of places.: 

" may be IttR by a COflIpariion ofhls history with the Anabqis; and indted. with * 
reason of the thing. JBy C.4/eiJla,u, he must be IUpposed to mean Cbald«4",. 

t H.jy K:ahfa', Dcttription of Armenia. 
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appears to have I>E:en satisfactorily shown, by combining the 
different notices derived from M. Delisle, Mr. Marier, ,and 
Hajy Kalita; as well as thos.e contained in the chart of Ibra­
him Effendi, and the route given by M. Niebuhr; it can hardly 
-be doubted, that the Ten Thousand really crossed the Murad, 
either within that province, or near its boundary. The north­
erIy direction of their march. and the distance given, accord 
with this idea; for there are measured on the geographical 
construction (See Map No. II.) 109 or 104 G . miles, between 
the Centdtes and the Murad, on that general course: and 117 

is the result of the marches: taking the first 9. at Xenophon's 
statement of 5 parasangas each.- But then, we have here 
calculated, as if the line of the road was generally straight; 
and as it might well have happened otherwise, a part of the 
difference, (lSi- miles) may be owing to that; and perhaps 
the remainder of it, to an ' erroneous construction of the Geo .. 
graphy, and an over-rating of the original distance; which 
Xenophon is apt to do. (For it may be observed, that after 
crossing the Euphrates, five parasangas are allowed for each 
of the three marches, through,a deep, snow, newly fallen; 
that is the same rate, as when they were marching over a 
naked plain. It 

This arrangement, then, appears on the whole, to be satis­
factory: and thus an important point in the retreat is esta .. 
blished. For M. D' Anville and M. Larcher place the ford of 
the Euphrates, a degree and a half to the eastward of Khalloos: 
and for thi,s, no other reason appears, than because Xenvphon 
says "it was not far from 'its source." But this could only be 

• Stt above. page 108. 

t Perbapr, however. an error of Editor. or Copyi.u. 




