
1!l6 BY JOPPA AND RAMLAH TO JERUnLIII4. 

In the third crusade, after the surrender of Acre, and the de
parture of Philip Augustus of France, the English Richard, ereur 
de Lion, led the crusaders to the recovery of the Rea . e<.»ast, and 
the cities of Cresarea and .Talla were added to tbe fragmelits of t.he 
kingdom of Lusignan. - It. w"" here ' that he is said to IlIl,~e 
leapeC! himself the foremost on the beach, when the castle Was 

relieved by his presence, and sixty thom~and Turks and Sarac~8 
fled ilefore his arms. The discovery of his weakness p.rovoked 
them to return in the morning, and they found him careless)y 
encamped before the gates, with only seventeen knights and three 
Ilundred archers. Witllout. counting their numb.ers, he sustained 
their charge j and we learn, from the evidence of his enemies, that 
the king of England, grasping his la.nce, rode furiously along. their 
front, from the right to the left wing, without· meeting an adver
sary who dared to encounter his career. Well might the historian 
ask, " Am I writing the history of Orlando, or Amadis?" t 

After the last crusade of St. Louis the ninth of' France, who 
expired in his camp bewre Tunis in Africa, Jaffa fell with the 
other ~aritime towns of Syria, under th'e power of the M!lm)ouks 
of Egyp.t, who first shut "l' the Franks within their last . hold at 
Acre, and soon after closed by its capture the bloody history of 
these holy wars. . 

It was, 110 doubt, long before it recovered trom the repeated 
shoc.ks lYhich these successive sackings, plunderings, and con-

\;.clore, und but. Oll.t: ~Chi-is~ . cilptive, called James Auernus, in th~ . conflict .:tf8s 
overthrowen. . 
"}~rom thence king R~h.rd proceeding further, went to JOPPei"1Uld then t,O·AsCalon, 

where he found first the city of Joppe forsaken of t4,~ "~Ilcena," who durat.-not abide 
the king's coming: Ascalon, tb~. ~l~ue tlir.~<~,d~~e to ~e.~q~, ." .n~ .ljke1iite 
forsooke the whole land of Syrl8., thro' aU which "land the klDg bad &ee pastge 
without resistance: neither durst the . SAraceD prince encounter after that with.'ldng· 
Richard." The woorthy voinge of Richard -""t'b4 first, king of EngIIlRd, into Alia. for 
the recoverie of Jerusalem out of the.hands of ' the Saracens. Haklu«. cOl~p, 
vol. ·ii. p. "62. +00. ' -

Gibbon, vol. ix. c. 69. p. '146. t Ibid, vol. iX. e. 6. po J ~~ 
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liagrations had given it; and, indeed, it even srcems to have 
heen, "Only a century or two ago, almost. destitute of inhabitants. 
l\foneonys, in 1647, describes the town as havmg only an old 
castle, snd three caverns hollowed out of the rock; · and Thcvenot, 
some years afterwards, says, that the monks of the holy lanel 
erected wooden huts before the caverns, but that they were 
lorce<l to demolish them by ·the Turks. 

Le Bruyn, who travelled in 1675, has given two highly cha
racteristic views of the place in the relation of his voyage, from 
which it appears even then to have bcell, as he expresses it, a 
place of no importance," Since that period, how('vcr, it must 
have gradually increased; though, in 1776, it again suffered all 
the horrors of war, having its populntion, young and olU, malf' 
and female, barbarously cut to pieces, and a pyramid formed of 
their bleeding heads as a monument of a monster's victory. t 

Its history, since that period, is numbered among the events of 
our own. ·day j and will be long remembered as giving to the world 
one of the earliest pledges of Bonaparte's disregard to the fatc of 
his associates in arms, when his own safety coulU be purchased by 
their sacrifice. 

Jaffa, as it i~ now seen, is seated on a promontory jutting ont 
i~to the .sca, and rising . to the height of about one Itundred Hnd 
fifty feet above its level, having a desert coast to the north am! 
south, .the l\fediterranean on the west, and fertile plains flml gar
dens behind it on the east. 

It is walled around on the south and east, towards the Janci, and 
partia1Jy so on the north and west towards the sea. There arc 
not 1110rc than ~ 'hou8a~d habjtntions in all the town, and the 
number · of ~ree mosques, onc Latin convent, and one Greek 
cbt,lrch, will afford a guide to estimate the relative proportions of 
these religi·ou8 bodies to each other. . 

There is· a ··.mall fort near the sea on the west, another on the 

• V",,*, '" Levant, p. 2<9. t Volney's Travels in Syria, vol. i. p. HiO. · 8\'0 • . 
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north, and a third near the eastern gate of entrance, mounting jn 
all from fifty to sixty pieces of cannon; which, with. force of five 
hundred horse, ' and nearly the same number of infautry; would 
enable the town to be defended by • skilful commander. • 

The port is formed by a lodge of' rocks running north and south 
before the promontory, leaving a confined and shallow space 
betwC'Cu these rocks and the town. Here the small trading veg.. 
sels of the country find shelter from south and west winds,. and 
land their cargoes on narrow wharfs running along before the 
magazines. When the wind blows strong from the northward, 
tht·y are ouliged to warp out, 8ml seck shelter in the small bay to 
the north-east of the town, as the sea breaks in here with great 
violence, and there is not more than three f..'1.thoms water in the 
deepest pnrt of the haruour; so accurately do the local features of 
the place correspond with those given of it by .Josephus. * 

Strabo llIC"ntions an opinion, that .Jerusalem could be seen from 
hencc t; but this has been observed to ue impossible, s,ince the 
hills bctween these places are actually higher than that on which 
,TPrHl)al em stands. J osephus says, that (rom the tower Psephinus, 
which was elevated to tllC height of seventy cubits above the third 
wall, where Titus pitched his own tent, - there was seen a prospect 
of ,\ rahia at sun-rising, as well as of the utmost ]imit~ of the 
H ehrew possessions at the sea westward. t The tower HippicllS 
is dcscri~cd as fourscore cw.bits in height, and that of Phasadus as 
nilwty, which latter is said to ha,-e resemblC(l the tower of PhRI'os, 
whieh exhibited n fire to such as sailed to Alexandria, but was 
mm"h larger than it ill' compass. § 

It has been attempted to explain the pass"k,e of Strabo, by 
supposing that these towers from their great altit ... might h~ve 
been 'c~n from Jopt>a; and thus, too, the sight of thi> oea frOID 
Psephin us be confirmed. But this last might easHy have beeiI 

• See die Vignette at tile hend cfthi~ chapter. 
t JosepllUs, 'Van. of thL Jew!., I. v. c. t. 
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true without the other necessarily following; since, from the gre&t 

elevatio.D of Jerusalem, thE" visible horizon to seaward would be 
extended to a point not only fi" beyond Joppa, but even beyond 
the range of vision westerly from tllence. The light of the fire 
occasioned by the conllagration of the Jamnites' lIeet in the har
bour of Joppa oy .Judas Maccabeus, might, however, h."" bccn 
CAsily see'!l at Jerusalem, as it is said to have been *, from its 
illuminating tbe higher parts of the' atmosphere in its ascent. 

On returning from our excursion around the town and port, we 
sat down to a dinner. of as nteagre a kind as couli! well be prep"rei! 
in an European manner, and had to drink large potions of the 
wellkcst and sourest wines that J had ever yet tasted, even in this 
country. Here we were unexpectedly joined by a Greek doctor 
whom I had met at Jedda, on my last voyage from India to Egypt 
by the Red Sea. This man, rushing 8uddenly into the room, 
clasped me round the ncck, .and,. aftcr a profusion of kisses in the 
fashion of the East, told me that he had just arrived with some pil
grims from Damietta, and begged that we would detain ourselves 
for him, that he might ha~e the honour of entering Jerusalem with 
a" Milord Inglese." 

I was glad to evade this ill-timed flattery by pressing a subject 
on which I had determined to make minute enquiry. The fact of 
Bonaparte's having murdered his prisoners here in cold bloud 
had been doubted, from the mere circumstances of the consul 
having omitted to mention it, though he had not been once 
questioned as to the point. This, howeve .. I was resolved to do; 
and in reply we were assured by this same consul's son, Da.
miani, ·himself an old. man of sixty, and a spectator of all that 
passed here during the French invasion, that such massacre did 
,eally take p.lace; and. twenty mouths were opened at once to 
confirm the tale. 

It was related to us, that Bonaparte had issued a decree, order-

• 2 Mac<:abees, xii. 9. 
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ing that no 0 Id be permitted to pus freely ·.wit· hdllt 

rt written proteciion bearing hie ignature; but pu . . g at 
same time an assurance that this should be granted to all 
woold apply fur it 0 a gives aYe The mulutu confided in 
the promi e, and were--collected on ointed d ·tbout 
city, to e number f en or etve dred persons, . clad· :g 
men, women, aDd children. en ordered 011 &B emi .. 

• 
nellpe, and there arranged talion, enca of counting 
~hem Qne '1 one. . When all was r y, the troo ere -ordeNd 

to fire on tht!m, and DIy a few-escaped. their destmctive vollies. 
A similar ~ne was transacted on the bed' of rocks ~. the 
pore, . whete abOut three hundred persons were either hot 
driven to peri h' he a, as if to re ew the d of tNaleftm 
murder which the men of Joppe bad old p ised. on 
nnd which tlfel eroil! ender had 0 amply avenged. 
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that at which !.'erseus washed the blood from his wounds; though 
the structure around it is purely Turkish. We 'could ansWer 
to the fact of its waters being. no longer tinged, h.owev.er, either 
fro~ that or any other ~use; sip.ce we admired their refreshing 
cooluess and Fystal purity, .and, after slaking our ,thirst from their 
stream, renewed our way, till darkness soon bounded our view oh 
every side .. 

After about fout hours' ride, chiefly across"',a "fine pl,in, with 
here and there a gentle ascent, passing several smalJ". yiIJages 
at a little ' distance on the len by the way, and secillg marks 
of fertility and cultivation, we appwached RalI)lah. Th" town of 
Lydd, the Lydda of the Scriptures, was on our left withi.n sight, 
when we entered Ramlah through a road similar . to that leading 
Ii'om Jaffa, bordered with fences of prickly-pears, and having an 
abundance o( trees scattered on each side. 

We were directed \0 the convent, for the superior of .wl1ich the 
president at Nazareth had given us a letter; nnd we were kintily 
received by the good old friars. We were scarcely entered, before 
thert>: arrived from J,~rusa!em two Christian piJgrims, ecdesiastics 
of Turin, who had left Tri~ste in the vessel now at Caypha, which 
was to have brought hither the Prince of Swede~, and", ~U his 
brot.her pilgrims, but which could not accomm_odate th~~. , Th~e 

.ecclesiastics I.iad been at Jerusalem for the last two tponths" and 
had spent the~r Christmas there. They were seemingly 4evout 
and sincere, and spoke with enthusiasm of the plcasures pf pilsJ'i!ll
age, and of the joy of suffering in the performance of it - Neither . . , 
of thern seemed to be.above twenty years of age; and being full of 
spirits, their society was extremely agreeab1e. ' 

17th. Afler an early breakfast with the piigiim'., ~ho WBre 

journeying towards tJlcir home, :we procured a guide frptn the 
convent to direct }Is in our examinatio~ of the tOJVn" 'and,;'1ts 
environs; where, as ,throughout the greater part 'of Palestine, 
the ruined portion eeemed more extensive than . that whiJi' :. 
inhabited. 
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This !,if1'.ppears in the early history of the kings of brael, L' 

the residence of Samuel. In the account of Saul's malice against 
David, he is described to have been first "'ved from big anger by 
Jonatban hiding him in a cave; again, by slipping aside from a 
thrust of hi. javelin; and, lastly, by being let down through a 

window by Michal hi. wife, who substituted an " image covered 
With a cloth, lying on a pillow or bolster of goat'. hair·, in hi. 
place, pretending it -to be David lying .ick in bed. On this 
last occasion he is said to have fled to Ramah, where Samuel 
dwelt. t 

It might seem doubtful, however, whether Ramah here meant a 
town or 8 distetct j the latter being rather probable, from the ex

. pression of" Naioth in Ramah," where it is said David was; but 
it i. after his "arrival in safety at Ramah, that it is aaid, " And hp 
and Samuel went and dwelt at Naioth;" which might be inter
pret.ed, therefore, as the name of a distinct town. 

In the history of Elkanah, the son of .Teroham, with which the 
first book of Samuel commences, he is called a man of Ramathaim
zophim, of Mbunt Ephraim. t 111i5 was the name of a city, as it 
is added, " And this man went up out of his city yearly to wor
ship lmd .acrifice unto the Lord of Hos'" in Shiloh." § That this 
too was the same with Ramah, may be inferred from n subsequenl 
verse, which says, on describing their return from Jerusalem, " Anti . . 
they rose up iri the morning early, and worshipped before tht· 

Lord, and returned and came to their house to RallK\h." 1/ 

.. Jo~ephua tell. tt'lis story of the-stratagem of Dn\·jd in nnother way ; saying that hi" 
wife put under ibe bed-.clotbes a gout's liner, which, by its still quivering or leaping ill 
motiOb~ seemed to those wllo beheld it, Jike the rcs}Jirations of nn a.sthmutic persoll. 
Whiston .ya, ou th~ trtm!llatioJ of this word liy liwI", instead of a pillow Of' bolskt '!/ 
~oa!', !Iair, U Since t11f~ modern Jews have lost the signification of lhe Hebrew word 
here Iiied. Cebft-; aDd since the LXX, 88 well as Josephus, render it the liwr of tht.· 
toBt; Rnd lime this tend~g, Wid Josephus's account, are here so much more'dcllf 
and probable than those of dthers j 'tis almost unaccountable that our commentator, 
~hotild 10 much 85 heaitAtC 800trt its true interpretation."~ Notes to Josephus, vol. I, 

p . .ao. 8vo. . . 

t See the 19th chapter of 1 Snmllel, (hrought?~t. 
t I Slmuel, c. i. ver: I. ~ lbid. \Per. S. ~ Ibid. ver. 19. 

y 2 
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It continues to be frequently mentioned in the histor",r SamueJ, 
their SOD, who was born here, continued to visit it often during 
his life, IUld at la,t ended his days in this place. .. And Samuel 
died, and all the Israelites were gathered together, and lam'mterl 
him, 1Uld buried him in his house at Ramah. n ,. 

In the his.tory of the Maccabees, it resumes its first name of 
Ramathaim, in 8 letter of king Demetrius to his father Lksthenes, 
of which he 8ends a copy to his brother .Tonathan and the nation 
of the Jews. "King Demetrius unto his father Lasthenes sendeth 
)(reeting. We are determined to do good to the people of the 
Jews, who are our friends, and keep covenants with us, uecause 'Of 
t heir good will toward us. '\Therefore we have ratified unto them 
the horders of Judea, with the three goY(>rnments of Appharema,. 
Lydda, 'and R.mathern, that ~rc added unto Judea ii-om til<" 
country of Samaria, and all things appertaining unto them, for 
all such as do sacrifice in Jerusalem, instead of the fragments 
which -the king received of them yeady aforetime, out of the frui~ 
oflhe earth and oftrecs." i' 

It has beeu conceived, that the Ramah of Samuei was nearer 10 
Jerusalem, and betwct>11 it aml Bethlehem j though the data ou 
which that is assumed are at least ambiguous. Th~ earlj~st au
thentic notice which I have met with of the ltamah there men
tioned, as still beari~ the same name, is in Le Druyn's" Voyage 
au Le,,-ant," where tliat name is given to some insignificant ruins j 
and this rested only on the tradition of the people of the country, 
whom he accuses of confounding this R,mah with Ramatha, which 
was on the road from Jopp~ to Jerusalem. :j: 

.. ! Samuel, c. nv. VCT. 1. In the time of Benjamin of Tudela, dlis Raioab had a 
synagogue. in wllich the J ews kept the body of Samuel, who was buried there •• Of'\hi~ 
Ramlili. the learned ltd!lnd, who did not conceive it, to be the plaee of Saml1e!',.l,irth 
and sepulchre, says, II Scriptorcm antiquiorem qui hujus Ramre mentionem facit, n~ 
novi Be~'Ja~o Monne.ho, qui .sa.ceIlI? nono ~i~it~ et i~r instituit in Jpca sancta ~o 
870, et 1I\ libro de IOClli sanctlS Ita CJUI mcmlmt: ' Demde venerunt Alnrixa: de~ .. 
rixa in Rllffillla juxta quam est: monasterillDl beati Georgij marlyN. ubi ipse requieeciL 
De Ramula ad Emmaus ca.stellwn, de Emmaus ad tlaDctam civitatem Hieruaalem.' .. 

t I MftCCllbeeS, c. xi. "cr. 52. ct «g. 
t Aux envirolls de ceUe tour iI y a quantite de grosse. pierre~, et de vieux fon.tle-
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Pocockoifill!;C",i'assing through the s~me place, saw only some 
'igns of the foundation of • house, and equally douhted of this 
being the. Ramah of the Scriptures. * 

Chateau briand, for the sake of introducing with effect a speci
men of Hebrew eloquence, sees lights in the village of t Ramah, 
though no such vil~age existed; but he says nothing more of ~t in 
Ills way to Bethlehem. And Dr. Clarke, though he notices mi
nutely, not only all thaI. he p":sed, hut all that could be seen 
from the road between Jerusalem and Bethlehem, does not even 
mention any thing r.egarding the site of Ramah there. t 

Phocas, a-very accurate writer, describes the distance of Ramah 
from JerusaleIp. as equal to thirty seven miles §i "and if this be 
true," Hays the writer, from whom this is quoted, "Jaffa is tbrty
sev~n miles at the least from Jerusulem," evidently, therefore, 
meaning the Ramah in the plain between. This sante place is fixed 
at thirty miles from JerusaJe1Jl h;r Quaresimus II; anrl Phocas, 

mens de bitimens qui y ont etC autrefois. Le!o gens tIu puys dilOelit que L'e sont Ie!:> 
;,,.i';tcs de 1'IUlciellnc "iIle de Raron"dont il est parlC dans Jcrcmic, xxxi. 15. "Ainsi n 
.lit I'Etemel, Vne voix de lnmentation ct de plcur!:> trk-mner a cu, oui ... en Ramn, Ita~ 
chel pleurant ses i"nfllus, cl1e a refu!tc d'l't~ consoMe touchant ses enfans, de ce qu'il 
lI 'y en ~ plus." l ... es habitans du pays confondent, mul.ll-propos, ce Rnmn avec Ra
mutha, qui cst sur Ie chemin ue Joppe Ii Jerusalem, et qu'ils uppc1lent, sans rai~oJl, 
Rana. Chap. Iii. p. 284-. folio • 

• ~ In the road between Jerusalem and Bethlehem, " we came to a place wh9rc thel C 

are ijplne signs of the foundation of a house, and nenr it tllt~rc are caves and cistern!>, 
which, dley ~ay, wns the house of Ju.cob, where Rachel died. Some, though probably 
without foundation, think that this WIlS Ramah. and others, with 9S little reason, that 
it was the house of Keli, the father of JOjcph, who was the husband of the B1cs~cd 
Virgin." Vol. ii. part i. p. 39. 

t We perceived in the mountnins, for night bad come on, the light.!> of the villnge 
of Ramah. Profound silence reigned around us. It was, doubtless, in such a night 
as this that Rachel's voicE.' struck the ear. " A voicc was heanl in Ramah, lalllenm,.. 
tion andobitter weeping; Rachel weepi.ng for her children, rcfusOO to lx· comforted 
be<o..ause they were uot." H~ the mothers of Astyl\Jl8X and Entyalns nre outdone; 
Homer and·Virgil must yielll the palm of 'pathos' to Jeremiah.-Chlltp.AlIhl'innll'-" 
Travel., vol. i. p.990. 8vo. 

t Dr. Cfarkc's Travels, vol. it Co 18. § Ibid.:,Note, p.62 .... 
ij 11 Via:' , Rama uaoue ad Jerusalem eSt triWita circiter Jdtliiarium . . Eleucid. T. !!' 

tom. ii. p. 12. 
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already quoted as an authority for the distance of..dlirty-seven 
miles, places Armathem, the city of Samuel, at only six miles, 
and Ramplex or Ramola at twenty miles. making them decisively 
distinct places. * 

There are unfortunately neither local features nor accurate dis
tances, either in the ScriptuTetf or in Josephus, who copies from 
them. by which we could determine precisely the place of the 
Ramah of Samuel. or distinguish it from the many other towns of 
that name which are said to have existed in Palestine. t Cellarius, 
who had all the authorities for deciding the question within his 
,'each. evidently considered this Ramah to be the .. me with that 
mentioned in the Book of Samuel, and notices the variation of its 
names in different passages. + Adrichomius may not, therefore, 
have confou~ded these, as he is accused of doing, in differing fJ;:om 

.. II A sancta civitatc Hierusalem, ad sex miUiatia, Armathcm uibs conspicitur, in 
qua Samuel magnus iIle propheta ortum habuit. Inde ~t "lia &Cptem et ampliu~ 
miUinria fumans, urbs magna, in media valle supereminenti dorso jaoeL Sic ~d 
passuum fere viginti millia Unml)icf£{luec est RlUIlola, "lie leg. Rt"innd) regio effunditur: 
ct templum ingens in eadem, saneti mu.gni martyrls Georgii visitul'." Phoe.e Desc,;p_ 
Loc. Sancl. spud Leon. Allal. !i.tljl.jI.. Colon. J65S. 

t There seems to have been n place called llnmah, somewheJ."e lIellt both to Jeru· 
,.alem and to Bethlehem, us in the story of the Le"ite and hi& concubine, related ill 
the 1 ~th dmp. of Judge!>, when they were come in the evening ncar to Jebus, which 
i .. Jerusalem, they propo&ed to pass over to Gibeah, or Ramah, to lodge for the Right, 
mther than enter II tkis dty qf stt'angers;" and there ..... ere olhers of the· same 1WDt!. 
WIth \'Ul'iatlons of Ramatll, Ramatha, Rnmathon, Ramoth, &c. in "arious P'f'6 91 
Judea. See Reland's Palestina lIIustratn. 

t Vicina Lydda fuil. namab sive Ramathah, nisi hax: fonna ex ilJe est cum H~ 
[oCRii adfixa: prior occurrit 1 Sam. c.xix. 19-22, posterior in notione termini ad 
quem, I Snm. c. i. ~V-22; c. ii. 11; Co xix. 18-22. Eadem dicta Ramathaim
lophim, I Sam. c. i. ] . Montibus Ephraim ad\1rerabut, ttt ibidem dicitur: ideo aliu 
.Ill Rama llenjamin, qure f't Saulis vocatur, de qua infra LXX pluribus loci. Ap,,~alJJ-, 
Armatha!1n, tTibus syllabis ut in libn. est (et iude I Mncc. c. ~. ~ ... Pa,llo«.a.p.,) at 
I Sum. c. xix. !8, 19, u h~. Patri. Samuelis fuit: qui ed ibi habitavit, to xv. 9i-; 
c. XIIi. 13; c. xix. IS. Joseph. lib. v. c. xi. est P"'p'.5<1', dicenti de Elkana Samuelis 
plltre, P<1p'<1.a.,. 'It(jN~ U'TO'''MlY Ramatham urbem woolens. Uno. ex mbus foit, que ex 
SamaritJde detractlle, et oontributte t'elPoneJutlre sunt, 1 Mace. c. xi. 3+. P~orl 
awo dk'ta fuil Uamula-Guilielmus ~p'iu.., ,Jib. vii. c. 22. "In vicini (Lydde)nobllis 
civitas est Raroula nomine. Est in ~ qtUC '" Jop~ fert HieJWOtym.m."~ 
Grog. Ant. lib. iii. c. xiii. p. 32S. "to. • 
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Phoea.-; ao.Hbough Bethoron and Ramah are said by St. Jerome 
to have boon buOlt by Solomon t; yet, as no earlier authority is 
<1'iVell for that 6}1inion, it might have been merely tradition in his 
" time, in a country where all great works are attributed to that 
monarch t, and would not, therefore, invalidate the claim to its 
being the Rama!' to which that monarch'. father fled. § 

Its origin has been similarJ.r 8scribe<l by an Arabic writer to 
" Suliman Abd-el-Melek," who is said to have built it from the 
ruins of Lydda,. in the vicinity II; but even this may refer only to 
the sa.me tradition' of Solomon, son of David, being its founder, 
or relate t& repairs and augmentations actually made by such a 
person as the one named! 

St. Jerome conceived it to be the Arimathea of the if Scriptures; 
and Adrichomiust who entertained a similar opinion, traces its 
various ~ames through all their changes, from Ramathaim and 
Ramah, as it is called in the Old Testament", to Ramath. or 

• Dr. Clarke, , ·o}. ii. p. 636. Note 7. 
~ Ibid. vol. ii. p. 629. Note l.. " llama et Bcthcron et reliqure urbis nobili~ n 

Salomone constructro pat I'i yicilli demonstruntur." St. Jerome. 
t "Dans toutc III Syrie les Mahom~tnlls, "'omme les Juifs et It'S Chretiens. sUri

buent tous les grunds ouvrages a Salomon." - Volney, '"Etflt. Politique de In SYTie, 
"01. ii. p. 1 g4. 

§ Th~ learned R~laml separa~ this Ramah of ~tllI'ucl from the Ramal. of the 
l)itltri, ns he says ot the word i1~" urhs in Benjamin. (Jos. xviii. 25.) Inter Raman , . 
et &thel i,t 7I&cmiauis Ep"mim (Jud. iv. 5. Legitur, Jud. xix. IS.) PergeuJ Gibeac, >«1 
Bc.mac pernoctemus, uude situs Ram~ i1Iustratur •..•• Aberat 6 miliaria, ab Delia, sive 
Jer'Jsalem, ad septentrionem contra Bethel. testi 'EuM'!bio in CEmLInastico. .•••. Ramn 
qua! estjurta Gabo.a in septimo lapUe a Juosolymis sita, scribit Hieron. ad. cap. 5 .••.. 
Est porro Rama in Ephraim, ubi Samnel babitavit et sepultus est. - Palestina lUus
trata, 4to. 1714. p. 96S, 964. 

II Urbem bane ide~ non antiquam, s.d oonditam esse <;cribiL (Abulfeda in geo
grapbia sua manuscripta) ab Solimanno, filioS Abd-el-Melck, vastato urbe Lyddu, et 
aquEductu, cilsterna. a1iiaque rebus oroatam abesse ab urbe HicrosoJyrnitana iter 
uru~ diei, Lyddam inde abesse trell parasangas (t"'!}) versus ortem (v.rJ1 i.t--\j ..j) 
at etlam versus septentrionem, ut alii referunt. Re1and, tom. ii. p. 959 • 

• Haud'-pcocul abea (Lydda) Arimatbiam viculum 'Joseph. qui Dominum sepelevit. 
iditronymu. in Epitaphio P.ul~. . 

•• 1 Samuel, as already referred to. 
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Arm.tha· the seat of Samuel, as Josephus has it, and to the Ari
m.theat of the New Testament, and the Rami. of the present 

«sy·t 
The ori~ntal ge0t-.rraphers !ipeak of this as the metropolis of 

l'alestine§. and every appearance of its ruins even now confirm 
the opinion of its having heen once a considerable ,city. Its situa
tion. a .. Ij ing immediately in the high road from Jaffa to .Jerusalem, 
made it necessarily a plaCe of great resort; and from the fruitful
IH:':'S of the country around it, it must have been equally important 
as a military station or a depot for supplies, and as a magazine 
t()I' the collection of such articles of commerce as.were exported 
from the coa<;t. 

In its present state, the town of Rnmlah is about the size of 
Jaffa, in the extent actually ol'cupied. The dwellings of this last. 
however, are crowded togelher around the siues of a hill, whilt· 
tho .. c of Ramla arc .,cattered widely over the face of the level plain 
011 which it stanc.h.. .. 

The style of huilding here, is that of high square houses with 
Aattened domes covering them; anel !{~ml" of the f<!rracffl root~ 
are tEmceu around with raised walls, in which nre seeTl pyramidb 
of hollow earthenware pipes, as if to give air ,mel light without 
destroying the :'lreUhTtJ~of the wall itself. 

On the large mosque we noticed a sqnare tower with pointed 
arched windows, like many of our country-church steeples in 
England, differing only from these in being surmounted by an 
open gallct"y. and a flat-domed summit. These last, it could bE' 
plainly seen. were ·mbsequent additions, and did not harmonizt' 
wilh the tower it.,elf, which was purely Gothic, tOld, nu doubt, a 

" Josephus, Index s. Lctter A. t ~t. Luke, XXiii. ,1)1. 

t Vide Adrichom. Theat, Terr, Sanct. p. 29. Colon, 1628. 
:t Abulhasen PerslI, In geographia suu manuscripta, vocnt ~ '-ai ,l...~, 

Ramolam caput Pala!Stime. Liceat enim vocem 4.J,.aJ itn rcd.del'c, qwe metropohll 

signiticat, uti jam obsen'llvit GolUb in not1!1 .d· Alfergnnum, pag. 279: Reb. "*' 
lIIust. p.959. 4to. 1714.. . 
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(JI,wi.t', ' -t._ the period of the c. des. We saw .Ioo. i .. 
~ l"-.'<!€t.be toom. vestiges of Gothi!> edi/iceo. of a chlll'llCter 
decidedly dit!erent /Tom Saracen archltecture. though both of them 
have the ".pIIittted arcft in common i but all these were greatly 
ruined..t. -> •• if , 

'T ........ V8I>t of'" Latin. 1. l"'l!e and commodioue. though not 
equIl-b> tb1It of Nazareth. It h"" a good church. an open court. 
widt . a 'fiRe opreading orange-tree. and several wells of excellent 
w ......... it i .. their gardens . 

• 'l1te i"hlllNtanta are eatimated at little more than nve thousand 
pe-.... of whom about oM-third are Christian. of the Greek and 
Catholic communion, and the remaining two-thirds Mohammedans, 
chie/ly Arabe; the men of power and the military only being 
Turks. -and no Jew. residing there. 

The prinCipal occupation of the people is husbandry. for which 
the surrounding country i. highly favourable; and the .taple com
modities produced by them are com, olives, oiJ, and cotton, with 
some """1' lmd,p>&rse cloth made in the town. 

There are still remains ·of some noble subterranean cisterns at 
Ramlah, not inferior either in extent or execution to many of those 
at Alexandria. They were intended for the s.me purpo.e, namely, 
to serve in time of war as reservoirs of' water; and they are, no 
doubt, those spoken of by the Arabian geographer ... quoted 
before. 

Some writers pla<!e here the tomb of St. George the Martyr. the 
patron .. iIlt of our cruaading kings -, /Tom whom is descended to 
... th.ei; ~-Geor9"· ...... ignj -emblaooned with the symbol of the Ted
CIII!U, !l.ai&/Ks~ but ne~er tlw fathers of the convent, nor the 
~ wl,\i~ th,~y had gn.ea, .... could tell n. any thing regarding it. 

'1i!quoIfy ~t .... ,,,,-.ch of the Mohammedan. as ..., qu .... 

. 1~~,~,.AIariu in _I.; ~ _ .......... torium 
't:'~lIiIi ~ __ • lIe!>Iard...,do LocU Sozu:tio. Anno 870. 

/I,01oad po Pl .. · . 

Jt; 
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they re bot 80 poor and destitute as to suffer Mr. B. to, :y 
• their expenoes; and they were here almost without clothes, with

out servants, and without knowing a word of the language. The 
friall (not much to their honour), treated them with great con
tempt, merely on accoun~ of their poyerty; for though they 
affected to despise them, as being Lutherans, and therefore not 

, Christians, that obj~tion was not even raised against me, who was 
at least as far removed from them by religion as th~e strangers 
could be, from an idea that, being an Englishman, I must be rich. 
They had · therefore, put the young Germans into the poorest 
chamlier, and barely permitted their food to be dressed in the 
common kitchen, instead of feeding them from their own table, 
which is said to be their practice with poor pilgrinis. Besides 
this, they traduced them when not present, and talked of their 
forcing them soon to quit the convent; 80 that, even in this 
early stage of our acquaintance, I was almost inclined to rebuke 
them for their want of Christian charity. 

These young men wer~ evidently persons of low origin and 
confin education, and their manners were decidedlY fulgar, 
though set off by the language in which they spoke; as French to 
an English ear generally conveys with it a notion of breeding and 
politeness. They had visited all the, sacred places except the 
Holy Sepulchre, which could not be entered but by a payment of 
thirty three piasires, a SUJD they confes ed themselves unable and 
. willing to pay; yet they constantly assigned their not having 

seen this, the ehief end for which they came to Jerusalem, as the 
only cause of their further deteiltion. This morning, however, 
th~ sepulchre beiJlg opened for th:e Armenian and Greek cel~ 
br.tion of the ip y, they put on turbans, enveloped them-
selves in cl caqied in, amidst t crowd of the poor, 
for a pi¥ ; 8 tri mph which · they themselves related to 

· or ' ~probation and. delight, and which the 
nftI-.tt. ed; declaring thus to cheat t e Turk. 

o than juat,-it "&It tneritorious. 
AA , . 



178 JOUIlNEY FROM RAMLAH. 

These young Germans re8embl~ in age, in person, and in 
many extravagant features of their minds, their countryman, Dr. 
Kesler, who died in .Tedda, and whom they personally knew. 
They said they had been six years travelling, though neither of 
them was twenty-six years of age; but their confined information 
on locai tories, proved at least that they had profited little by so 
long a tour. Hf\dng now completed their visits to all the holy 
places, they received their patents from the superior of the coo
,'ent, and determined to seize the opportunity of the return of 
our mules to go to Accho, there to join the pilgrims of Turin, and 
embark together with them for Europe. 

In their excursions around Jerusalem, and in their walks through 
the town itself; they had received repeated insults from the chil
dren, and from the soldiers, which they dared not resent. As 
these were entirely drawn upon them by their European dresses, 
we were advised by all those of the convent not to expose our
selves to a similar fatc; so that as it would be indispens8bly 
necessary to adopt the dress of the cquntry in prosecuting the 
remaiudet;, of my jouruey, it appeared more prudent to wait until 
this could be procured, before we ventured without tJIC walls of 
the house. 

Being in the large room on the terrace usually occupied by 
travellers, ever.v part of the door of which is crowded with names, 
from Humphrey Edwin, 1699, to William Turner, 1815, I was 
suffered to Jjye as uest suited my inclination; and, taking a pipe 
and coffee at dn'y-bre~k, and an early dinner at ten o'clock, I sup
ped on a rice pi law at sun-set, after which the visits of the frian. 
were again paid, an-1 these occupied the whole of the evening. 

These men appeared to me to be much les. happy than those 
at Nazareth or at Ramlah, but at UJe former place more par
ticularly. Among the whole number of tho.e I had yet seeD, 
were only two Italians, one of whom was a Livornese, and was 
the spenditore of the convent, and the other, a native of Lucca. 
cook to the establi.hment, was recently from Alexandria. The 
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rest were all Spaniards. Though the offices of the Italians were 
of the lowest kind, their manners were more like those of Inen of 
I he world, and their understandings more enlarged than even 
those Spaniards who were much superior to them in rank. Some 
ofth .. e last were not only inferior to the peasantry of this country 
in common sense and know)t:'dge, but even to the clowns of our 
own. 

Among the news of Europe, the re-establishment of the In
quisition was spoken of, nnd all exulted in the hope, that under so 
wise and pious a king as Ferdinand, the church would again 
rc~ume its empire, and Christianity flourish. The brightest trait 
which they could find in his character was, that on any applicatiolJ 
to him for money to be appJied to pious purposes, if the " Con
vento delJa Terra Sunta" was named, he usually gave double the 
'ium demanded. "Let the Inquisition reign';' said they, "and the . . 
church will be secure. . Let the cross triumph, awl the Holy 
Sepulchre shall soon he redeemed from the hands of infidels by 
another crusade, in which;tll our injuries will be aVPllged." 

In:;trad of the. comfort, apparent ecjulility , and cheerfulness, 
which reigned at Nazareth, and c\cn ~t Ramlah, aU:;cemeu here 
to stand in fear of each other; gloom and jealousy T{·igned throu~h
out, and the names of the padre superiore , am} of the proCuPltOf(' 
generale were as much dreaded as they were respected. 

'Vhen we talked of' t.he nature of their duties here, every OIH' 

cvmplained.of tllem as severe in the extreme. The tinkle of tlw 
bell for service was heard at almost every hour of the day j amI, 
besides getting up two hours before sunrise to celebrate a mass, . . 
they were obliged to leave their beds every night at half-past 
eleven, for midnight prayers. Nothing was talked of hut suffering, 
and the difficulty of obedience, ardent desires to ~cturn to Europe. 
and a wish to be sent any where, indeed, on the out-stations, rather 
than tQ continue at Jerusalem. 

Not even in a solitary instance did I hear a word of resignation. 
Or of the joy of suffering fhr Christ's sake, or the love of persecll

A A 2 
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tion, or of the paradise found in a life of mortification, 80 often 
.ttribuied to these men. Either they must think and feel dif
fewently in different societies, 01' be hypocrites in their behaviour 
and professions j or else those who have reported ·such things of 
them must have drawn a picture widely different from the truth. 

For myself, I believe the friars to be, in general, sincete, and 
to display that sincerity wi,enever they may dare to do so. I am 
persuaded that they themselves have faith in all the legends which 
they retail, and that they think their life to be a meritorious one; 
but as they are still men, they feel sensibly tho privations to which 
they are subject; and all, as far as I could discover, longed to 
escape from them. 

One complained, " I came here for three years only, and have 
been kept seven; God grant that I may be able to return home at 
the coming ~;prillg:' Another &aid, u \Vhat can w{' oo? we are 
poor; the voyage is ~ IOllg; and unless we have permission, and 
some provision made for our way. how can we think of going'?" 
A third added, " In Christendom we, can amuse ourselves by 
occa~iollal ViSlLt; to friends ; and, during long fasts 9 good fish, 
ex.cellent fruit, and exquisite wines arc to be had." \Vhile n 
tourth continued, H And if one :,hould be taken sick here, either 
of the plague or any other disease, we have no doctor but ,aD old 
frate of the COil vent, no aid Lut from a few spurious medicines, 
and notJliog, in short, to preserve one's life, dearer than all beside; 
~o that we must cnd our days unpitied, and quit the world before 
our time." 

These were al,,!ost the literal e!,pressions that escaped from the 
mouths of' my visito"s, and that too without a question framed to 
excite them on my part. They were such a. I really did not 
expect to hear, although they offered te, me the best explanation 
of the jealousy and seeming reserve whtdl I had before remarked 
to reign here, and of which I had seen notning in the convents 
described before. 

This being the h~.d-quarters, and the court of the chuf('b-
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militant on earth, favour and intrib1Ue, no doubt, prevail, and 
interest becomes necessary to procure the appointments to more 
agreeable stations, where the duties are less severe, and where the 
liberty of action is greater. 

During my stay at. Nazareth, I remember to have met three 
vt)\¥lg friars, one from Darnascus, and two from Aleppo, both of 
them having been ordered there to await their destination from 
the procuratore generale of Jerusaletll. Observing to one of them, 
who seemed amiable and communicative, that I should be de
lightetl to find his appointment for the Holy City arrive during 
my stay, so that I might huve the pleasure of his company on my 
way thus far, he replied, " We are all in douht as to our destina
tions, but God grant that mine may be fiJr AIl'ppo;" " And mine 
a1so," said another j while the third replied, that " bad as Da
mascus was for Christians, he would rather remain ten years there, 
than be condemned to pass five in J erusalem." I could not then 
understand the motive of the dislike to the Holy City, and I was 
unwilling to give offence. by a.."king an explanation; but now it 
seemed more intclligibh'! to me. 

After the picture of Chateaubriand'r; first descent at Yaifa, where 
he found a Spanish friar, with a H cuore lirnpido (' bianco," who 
assured him that the life he had led for the last fifty years in the 
floly LfUlU was" un vero paradiso," I knew not what to think of 
the confessions which I had this evening heard with my own ears. 
The zeal of this enthusiastic writer m::t.y have carried him very far, 
but surely not to state a deliberate falsehood; so that the only 
conclusion at which I could arrive was, that either the characters 
of the men or the manner in whieh they lived had changed, or 
that such happy iudividuals as Padre Franciscos Munos were ex
trehnely rare.· 

19th. We were busily engaged, during the whole of the morn
ing, in necessary arrangements for our future journey, and in 

• Travels in Palestine, vol. i. p. 86+. Bvo. 
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procuring Turkish clothes from the bazar. Thi. was an affair of 
greater difficulty than we had at first imagined; the tOWI! itself 
being the residence of a mixed and poor population. is not at all 
II mart of trade. and c-onsequently its bazars are scantily supp1ied; 
!)o tbat every thing, even to the necessaries of life, are scarce and 

tlear. ' . 
Possessing, at the close of' the day, an hour of leisure, I em

ployed it in walking on the terrace of' the convent, arcomptmied 
by one of the Italians, who pointed out to me the most remarkable 
objects in the environs, while we commanded a view of the city 
helow, and became partly familiarised with its topography. I was 
led also through the whole of the convent itselt; n lahyrinth so 
intricate, and so extensive, that a slmnger might well lose himself 
in it on a first visit. 

In the evening, it being one of th(' days of constant fast, and 
lhe supper light and soon dispatched, I had scarcely finishcd my 
own before a party of six friar~ weI'£' already assembled in ~y 
room. The gloomy conversations of }est~\rday were again repeated, 
find additionill causes of regret enumerateu. 

20th. Early this morning, 1\-lr. Bankes returned from an eXCUT
')ion to the Jordan and the Dead Sea, where )lC had been accom
panied by a crowd of Greek pilgrim:-l, and protected by an escort 
of soldiers. They had visited Rihhah, the ; upposed site of Jericho, 
where there are not the slightest remains of high antiquity j and 
returning by another route, saw some ancient aqueducts, appa
rently of Roman execution. They had passed a night at a Mo
hammedan mosque called .. Mesjed el Nehbe Moosa," from an 
idea prevalent among the people of the country. that here was the 
tomb of Moses, although, when his death is described in the last 
chapter of Deuteronomy, it is said, .. And he buried him in the 
valley in the land of Moab, over Kgainst Beth-peor, but " .. m""; 
knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.". 

Deut. xxxiv. 6. 
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Protected a. this party was by an escort, and a large company, 
they were in c,?nsiderable danger, from falling into the hands or 
an Arab tribe, who 8cOIued the plains of Jerjcho, and had even 
recently cOIlllDitted robberies between Bethlehem and Jerusalem, 
close to the wall. of t~e latter. The chief, to whom they were 
conducted, declared himself independent both ;'f the sultan and 
all his pashas, and boasted that they spared no Christians ""'0 fen 
into their hands. He consented, however, to protect Mr. BankeN 
during his stay in the clesert, and to return him in safety to Jeru
salem, on condition of his interceding for the release of a boy of 
their tribe, who was HOW impri~oned at the latter place for a 
robbery of some camels committed by the tribe itself. Mr. Bankes 
engaged to usc his utmost influence, and on that promise they 
were all released, while the father of the boy had accompaniecl 
them here to await the issue of the negociation. 

We were scarcely met, before a visit was paid te us by an 
Abyssinian prince, named J\.ioosa, who had left Gondar about two 
years since, with the sister of the Ras \V clleta, on a pilgrimage to 
JC'rusalem. His. female charge had died here only a few mont~s 
since, and he had suhseq"uently by somt"! means become acquainted 
with the amiable and excellent Lady Hester Stanhope, with whom 
he had remained some time at her residence near Seyda. 

Of this Abyssinian, who "was not more than forty years of age, 
we could learn nothing of Druce, of whom he had not even 
heard the namc, as " Yakouhc etHakeem." He had seen Mr. 
Slllt, however, at Antalow, and said that he passed in the country 
for the spn of the king of England. He knew also Mr. Coffin,. 
and Mr. Pearce, who were still in Abyssinia. These, he" assured 
us, Were adrnittecl to the tahle and confidence of the Ras, and 
were looked up to as prodigies of excellence in understanding ; 
although one Was. a man from the lowest walks of life, and the 
other 'a <pmmon sailor, who could scarcely read. So much for 
Aby88inian diacernm";'t of ch~racter ! 
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i' ISIT TO Til HOLY P1.ACE~ CHIEFLY BOUT THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM. 
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saw and became enamoured of her. In the castle waR pointed out 
to us .tIle very window fi'om which this monarch is said to have 
hcen looking out. at the time; but wh~ I remarlcd to our guide 
thnt the Scriptures stated it to have been from the roof of the 
king's house that this woman was beheld·, as well as that the 
whole of the present building was of mode~n work, he replied, that 
he con~id~l'cd the authority of the friars, who had lived here many 
years, to be of greater weight than any Scriptures, aUlI that if I 
began to start doubts of this nattlre in the beginning of our visit 
to the holy places; there. would be an end to all. pleasure in the 
excursion. I therefore bowed assent, and remained silent. 

'Ve came next to lIlt, castle it:sclf~ called hy some the Castle oj' 
the l)isans, whit.:h J)' Anvillc thinks was built on the ruins ot .. the 
ancient palace of David. It is at pres(~lIt a large fortress, sur
rounded by a ditch. crowned hy haltJ(>ITIC'lIts, and occllpying a 
considcral.J~ space of ground. \Ve couJd Hot obtni.w admission into 
the interior; Uul as fur as \\' (! could pt·rccive, fi-om the outer wiftls, 
the whole was comparatively a modern work, of Saracen execution; 
nothing remaining uut some ma:-.scs of strong masonry tin large 
rough blocks ncar the foundatioll, which bore the appearance of 
higher antiquity, and wllieh SCCITIc(lHkc the rustic masonry ufthe 
Romans. 

Lcuviug this on the' left, we went out of' the ]~ethlchem gate, in 
the south-west (Juarter of the city; and going down the hill toward 
the sClulh-ea<ot along the loot of .l\fount Sion, we had on our right 
a deep vall(>y, in which were several olive-trees, and on our Jeft 
the celebrated ho:y hill on which the walls of the city now stand, 
although Sion is said to have been nearly in the centre -of the 
ancient Jerusalem. in this vaHey a -large reservoir was seen, 
which some maintained to ue Bathsheba's pool, so that disputes 

-ran high thereoll. It was at this Illolll«!nt in a ruinPus state. ~d 
perfectly dry. 

2 Samuel, xi. 2. 
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From the foot of Sion we crossed over the val1ey of Hinnom, a 
little beyond this tank, and, turning e;stward over the side of the 
opposite hills, we passed, on OUf right, a number of cavcms and 
grottoes cut out of the rock. These were all small, and, from their 
situation, must have b~en original1y within the site of the ancient 
city, if it is satisfactorily proved to have contracted its limits from 
the southward. This it is said to have done so much, as to exc1ude 
all the southern side of Mount Sion which was in its centre, as 
well as to have extended its limits to the northward, so as to bring 
tJlC sepulchre of Jesus and ,Monnt Calvary, which were without 
the ancient walls, into the cent.re of the modern city. 

Near these grottoes we were shown an old vaultc(l building in 
ruins, erected on the spot supposed to have been purchased by the 
thirty pieces of silver for which .Jc~w) was b{~trayed. It was for
merly so venerated as to change its name lrOIll the " Field of' 
Blood," to that of Campo Sancto;" and thc Armenians pHid to 
the Turks a rent of one sequin a-day for the privilege of lluryillg 
their dead there. Close. hy this we. wcre shown also a sm,dl 
grotto. descended to by steps, Hnd entered by a rude door-way: it 
was once used by the Greeks for the purpose of interring those of 
lheir church who might die here on their pilgrilllage. Either 
Irom the expen{'c of the heavy r('nts demanded, or irolll ~oml' 

l'hange ill · their opinions as to the propriety of vencmting the 
:-;pot, both parties have discontinued the pradice of burying their 
d,·ad there for the last thirt), or forty year,. 

Still descending to the eastwarJ, we passed a number of small 
grottoes excavated in the rock, and similar to those beio:-e described. 
In some there were appeantnces vi' benches, tire-pluces, ovens, &c., 
and, though small and confined, their ·whole character seemed 
rather that of humble dweJlingS" than of tombs. We observed 
~ome fragments of sculptured ornaments on one of these only, 
when~ a frieze of flowers ran along its ftont, but all the others 
Were plain. 

Leaving these grottoes, we descended into the valley of SiJoa, by 
•• 2 
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:-lome included ill the vaHey of .lehoshaphut, runninp: nearly north 
and south, betweeri Monnt Sion and the Mountain of Offence. 
"the hill that is hefore .Jerusulem, where Solomon built high 
pla~es for Chcmosh and lVIolech." * 

At the southern extreme of this vaney, we were shown a weJl, 
bearing the name of the prophet Nehemiah, from a belief that the 
fire of thE; altar was rf'covercd by him at this' plac€' after th,., 
Bnbylonisl, captivity. t rt is nal'row, but of considerabJe depth, 
and is sunk entirely through a bed of rock. Reing 10wer than 
any of the wells'auout Jerusalem, it retains a ~ood supply ofwatel' 
while the others are dry_ \-\'e fonnd herC' a party of twch·c or 
fifteen j\rab8 drawillg wah'I" in Jcatllcrn buckets, by cords and 
pulleys, and fi'om twC'nty Lo thirty asses Jaden with skins of it for 
the city. On nscenliing lil t' slirrolHHiing work of lna~onry to drink 
of this spring, the .Moiwmmeilans ;mi . .,If'd on our putti llg' off our 
shoes out of velleration to tht· plat'e; this WlIS complied with, ann 
after Jeaving tlif'nl the usunl presC'nt of a few para!), we depart ed .... 

Turning to the nortitwaru, through tllc vaJJey of ,lchoshaphat, we 
hau the villugc of Siloane on our right, at the toot of the ::Moun
tain of Offence; and .Mount Sioll. on which the city walls stood. 
still on our lelt. 

VVe came next to the pOD) of SiJoam, at which the blind man 
washed off the clay lUlU spittJe placed by tile Sllviour on his eyes,. 
and received his sight. i 1t is now a dirty Jittle brook, with 
scarcely any water in it j ~md even in the ruiny season, it is said to 
be an in~igllificallt muddy stream. The illusion created by Mil
ton's sublime jnvu~l\tion to it, in the opcning of the Paradise Lost, 
is entirely done away by the sight of'the spot itself. 

Going a few paces to -the northward, we came to the source of 
this brook, by some called also the Fountain of the Virgin, fi·om an 
opinion that she frequently came hitht'r to drink. \Ve descended . 
by two flights of about fifteen steps each, under an arched vault of 

1 Kings, xi. 7. t 2 Maccnbees, i. 19. et seq. St. Luke, ix. 7. 
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masonry, to a small pool, containing a little dirty and brackith 
water. The rock had been ~lcwn down originally to get at thiR, 
and a small and crooked passage, of which we saw the beginning 
o~ly, was said to convey the ~ater out into the valley of Siloa 
through which we had come up, and to supply the little garden 
plots there, from which the city of' .Jerusalem is chiefly furnished 
wi th vegetables. Notwithstanding the black and dirty state of the 
water, and its harsh and uracf.;:ish nature, it is stiB used for diseases 
of the eyes by devout pilgrims. 

The viUage of' Siloane, which stands inuuediately opposite to 
this, on the east, is built on the steep side of the hill , and contains 
not more than fifty or sixty dwellillgs. This is thought to be the 
hill over against Jerusalem, in which Solomon kept his harem of 
~evcn hundred w.ives, princesses, and three hunured concubines, 
when, even in his old age, his heart clave unto .these strange women 
ill love, insteau of being pedcct with the Lord llis God, as was 
the heart of Daviu his father. '* 

We saw, on the steep brow of this hill , a great number of cx
\·~~vation s ; some of the smaller unes of which are now used as 
imbitations, and as places of shelter for cattle .. Among them we 
observed more particularly, an isolated stluare mass, hewn down 
out of the solid rock, and, though small, possessing the usual 
proportiolls, the full moulding above the frieze, and the deep 
overhanging cornice, of the Egyptian architecture. 

Being still dressed. u.s }'ranks, we were accompanied by a Janisary 
ilnd a guide; yet it was not thought altogether safe for us tt? ascend 
lhis hill; although 1 was extremely desirous of examining more 

.. Among these seducers of hi~ heart from holier affections, are enumerated the 
.... omen of the Moobites, Ammonites, Edolllitc", Zidoni!lu!:!. and Hittites. (1 Kiugs, ".-i. 1. ) 
For )o,·c of these he went nRcr Ashlorclh, aud Mi1com, and huilt high places for 
Chemosh and for Molech. (,·er. 5. 7.) Of die strange women who worshipped these 
god~ the Lord had said unto tht' chilc.lren of Israel. "Ye shall not go in unto tllCm, 
neither shull they come ill un to you.. Therefore Solonlon did cvil in the !>ight of tJu:: 
l.ord, Wid went not fully nfter tbt: Lord US did David his father." (ver.6 ) 
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cJo:oeJy this remarkable monument, to see if allY of its smaller 
details might ju&tify the suggestion of its being one of those high 
places spoken of as. built by Solomon to strange gods, and t4us 
partaking of t1H.~ taste amI religious charadt!T of the Egyptian 
edifices, irom the daughter of }>h&raoh, th<" principal and most 
honoured of all Jlis wives. The Janisary munnurcd and magnified 
obstacles, and the guide insisted on its not having been the scene 
of any miracle, which, with all the rest of the party, was a suf
ficiE>lIi reason for not turning aside to visit it. 

In passing along tllC foot of this hill, we remarked small Rights 
of steps cut in the rock, and Jeruling from ("avc to cave, for fa.. 
cilitating the communication between them where the brow of the 
hill was steepest, exactly ,.,imitar to those seen among the caves of 
Kenneri in Salspttf,. • 

VVe HOW entcreu that part of the valley of.Tchoshaphat, properly 
so cOllsiucreu by the Jew::. j it being here a dcpp ravine between 
the foot of Mount l\ioriah as a continuatioll of Sion on the west," 
where the temple of Solomon once stood, and on which the 
cahtern front of the city walls now leat} along, anu the foot of 
the l\rlount of Olives on the cast, commencing from that part of 
the same hill ucscdbcu before as the 1\iountain of Offence. 

In the rainy season, this narrow bet! is fiHed by a torrent, which 
is still caUed the Brook of Kedron; but it was, at thC' period of our 
vi;;il, perfectly dry. This ('onnned space is nearly covered with 
tht. grave-stones of Jews, with inscriptions in Hebrew characters j 

as it is esteemed among them one of the greatest blessings to end 
their days at Jerusalem, and tl) obtain a burial in the valley of 
Jehosaphat. For this purpose, the more tlevout among them come 
from distant parts of the worM, and it is certain that immense 
prices are paid by them for the privilege of depositing their bones 
in this venera.ted spot. '4' 

See !be general aspect of this VaJe of Denth, with its Ancient and modem .e. 
pulchres, in: the vignette tit the Ilend of this chapter. 
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Independently of the celebrity of this valley as the .cene of 
other important and interestillg events, the prophet .loel had 
chosen it for the place of a pleading between God and the enemies 
of the Jews. "For behold, ill those days, and in th~t time, when 
I shaH bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will 
also gather aH nations, and will uring them down into the valley 
of .Jehoshaphat, and will plt·ad ·with them there tor my people amI 
for my heritage Israel, whom they have !>('attered among the 

• nations, and parted m)' land." 'I< Those spiritual ising Jews, Chris-
tians, and ,Mohammedans, who wrest this pa:'-,sa~e, like a thousand 
others of' the Sniptures, from a litpral to a mystical sensc, insist 
on Its applying to the resurrection of the dead on tll(.· last greal 
day. 1"1'0111 this L{'lief~ the modern .Jcws, wil()sC filthers are thoughl 
by some of the most learnf'd to have ha(l no idea of a resurrectiol 
or a future state, hav(' their bone~ deposited in the valley 0 

.felloshaphat. From the sallle IlOpe, the Mahommcdan,.; have lcfi 
a stolle jutting' 011t of the ('astern waH of Jerll~alcll1, for tIle ac
commodation of their prophet, Wll0, they insist, is to sit on it here, 
.'ud raJ) th(> whole worlu from oelow to judgment. t Ano a late
traveller, journeying with the stall' 'of a Christian pilgrim, after 
summoning up all the images of' (Icsolation whieh the place pre
sentst but without once thinking of the contemptible size of this 
theatre fc)r so grand a display, says, " Dlle might say that the 
lrumpet ol'judgment had ah'Cady sounded, and that the dead were 
about to rise in the vaJJey of .lchoshaphat." t 

Passing onwaru, we eame to the monument which is caBed the 
Tomb of Zacharias: it is a square mass of rock, hewn down into 
form, and isolated from the quarry out of which it is cut, by a 
passage of twelve or fifteen feet wide on three of it~ sides; the 
fourth or western front, being open towards the valley and to 
Mount Moriah, the foot of which is only a few yards distant. 
This square mass is eight paces in length on each side, and about 

• Joel. iii. 1.2.' t'Maundrellt '" 13S. Svo. t Cbateaubriand, vol. ii. p. 39. 
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twenty feet high in the front, alld ten feet high at the back, the 
hill on which it stands having a steep ascent. It has four semi. 
columns cut out of the same rock on each of its fac~, wiih a 
pilaster at ea<;:h angle, all of a bastard Ionic order, anJ ornamented 
in bad taste. The architrave, the full moulding, and the deep 
overhanginl! cornice which finishes the square, are all perfectly 
after the Egyptian manner; and -the whole is surmounted by a 
p.yrami<i, the slopinp sides of which rise from the very edges of the 
square below, and terminate in a finished point. The square of 
til.is monument is one solid mass of rock, as wel1 as its semi
columns on each face; uut the sunnounting pyramid appears to be 

.of masonry: its sides. however, are perfectly smooth, like the 
coated pyramids of Saecara and Dashour, and not graduated by 
stages, as the pyramids of Gi:1.ch in Egypt. 

Inconsider,able in size, and paltry in its ornaments, tl .is monu
ment is eminently curious, from the mixture of styles which it 
presents. There is no appearance of an entrancE' into any part of' 
it; so that it seems, if a tomb, to have been as firmly closed as the 
Egyptian pyramids themselves; perhaps from the same respect 
for the inviolability of the' repose of' the dead. The features 
before described, gave the whole such a strangely mixed character, 
that tllere seemed no other solution of the problem which it offered, 
than that of'supposing the plain square monument, the moulding, 
the broad cornice, and the pyramid- above, to be a work of the 
.Jewish age, as partaking of the style of the country in which their 
tathers had sojourned so long; and, admitting the bastard. Ionic 
columns and pilastcrli raised from the mass on each of its sides to 
have heen the omamcI1tal work of a more modern period, added 
either out of veneration for the monument itself; or on its transfer 
by dedication to some other purpose. At the present moment it 
is surrounded by the graves of ·Jews, and its sides are covered 
with names inscribed in Hebrew characters, evidently of recent 
execution. 

Close by this, on the north, we came to « cavern called the 
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Grotto of the Disciples, from an idea that they came frequently 
hither to he taught by their Divine Master; although by others it is 
called the tomb of Jehoshaphat, and is supposed to give its name 
to the vaUey below. This is an excavation, the open front of 
which has two Doric pillars of smaU size, but of just proportions. 
Within the first porch is a broad passage, descended into by a few 
steps, and leading to the right, where it ends at a low door-way, 
oppo.ite to the northern front of the reputed tomb of Zacharias. 
Within this cave, in a strait line from the front, is a second cham
ber, with two others leading {i'om it j all of them rude and irregular 
in their fonn, and appearing to have been Rncient habitations, 
perhaps subsequently ornamented with the two Doric pillars in 
front. We saw in one of the inner chambers, several Jewish 
grave-stones, removed from the valley into this place for security. 
Like aU the rest, they were oblong flat blocks, of from three to six 
inches in thickness, and formed of the rock of the mountain itself, 
in which these excavations were made, being a yellowish lime_ 
stone, in some places apprpaching to a coarse marble. 

Going 0(1 from hence but a lew paces more to the northward, 
we came to a small bridge of one arch .. thrown over the brook of 
Kedron, and connecting the foot of the Mount of Olives with that 
of Mount Moriah. It was gravely asserted to us, that Jesu. was 
pushed off this identical bridge, though the present work scarcely 
seems to be a century old from its appearance, and is not noticed 
as exioting even in the time of Maundrell. * It was added, that 
this act of violence being committed by the unbelieving Jews, 
when they were hurrying away their prisoner to the houoe of 
Caiaphas the high priest, after all hi. disciples had forsaken him 

• There was • bridge near thiS spot, and over the bl'QOk of Kedron, at ·an earlier 
period, ~er; .. Adridu_ius notices it in the deacriptiOll: 'Which he baA: 14 at of 
the ipPOP~u UOUDd Jeruaalena; -" Pons Cedron lapideua uno arco supra tolTeD
tum Cednm. erectua, quem Helena Imperatnx eo in loco COD.ltrui fecit, ubi in bunc 
U&1Ull ante. lignum illud, a quo pUa Domini erucia facta at, jac:ui:ne dicitur." The
......... T ..... ~ p.171. /Olio. 

cc 
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and /led, he fell on a large stone below, which yielded to the im
pression of his feet, and left the marks now pointed out to U8 as 
,nch. If the Jews then on the spot failed to remark this ""tra
ordinary softness of the stone, or the hardness of the feet that 
pressed it, and the Evangelists omitted all mention of the fact in 
their gospels·, one wou1d have thought, that at this lute period, a 
stranger wvuld be sHowell the liberty to attribute the shape1ess 
indentntions to some more ordina.ry cause. Not at all: the very 
jnquiry whether the tact was recorded by the Scriptures or not, 
was considered an innovation as unorthouox as a .scruple about 
transubstantiation, or allY other of the morc popular doctrines of 
the holy church. t 

Opposite to this, on the cast, we came to the reputed tomb of 
Absalom; resembling nearly in the size, furm, ulldthe deeoration 
of its squar(' base, that of Ztlcharia~, bC'fore described; except that 
it is scuJpturcd with the mptopes and triglyphs of the Doric order. 
This is surmounted by a sharp t'onil"al dome, of the iorm used itt 
our modern parasols, having: large mouldings resembling rope 
running round its base, and on the summit something like all 

imitation of flame. Thf'fc is )lcrc ag<1in so strange a mixture of 
style aHd ornament. that one knows nol to wltnt nge to attribute 
the monument as a whole. The square mass helow is solid, and 
the bastard JOllie columns, which are seen on each of its taces, arc 
half engaged ill the' rock itselt: The dome is of masonry, and on 
the eastern side there is a square aperture in it. On the whole, 
the sight of this monument rather confirmcU the idea suggestec.l 
by the supposed tomb of Zacharias; namely, thnt the hewn mass 

• St. Mntthcw. xxvi. 57 . 
t Tbese indentations were shown to nn old En:.:li ... h ~lI ilol', comm:mdcr of' 1\ merchant 

!thip, who hnd left his vessel in the harbour of Alexlllll.h·it, io gil up to Jerusalem, 
mote than two hundmd years ago; and in a notc oe. the pR888ge by Mr. Htftfy 
Timbertake, dl(:: writer ol'the Travel!>, hI' says, "The DutllHrity for thC!>e PfiBt:I Rftfe 
elbow!. of Christ, is not the Scriptures, nor allY good author, but the mouks and mars 
tJUlt are now in posse<.!.ion, nnd contrive aU mettns to pick the pockets of the devout 
and credulou!.." - HllrldulI Mi .. c. vol. iii. p.o392. 
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of solid rock, the surmountlvg pyramid and dome of masonry, 
and the sculptured frieze and Ionic columns wrought un the faces 
of'the square below, were the works of different periods, and that 
possibly they might have been tombs of antiquity, the primitive
character of which had IJeen changed IJy the subsequent addition 
of loreign ornaments. 

IL is probable that this monument really occupies the place of 
that mentioned to have been set up by him ,,,,'hose name it hears. 
',' Now Absalom in his life-time had taken and reared up for him
self a piJlar, which is in t.he King's Dale: lor he said, I have no 
son to keep my name in rcm(~mbrnn('c j and he called the pillar 
uf'LC'r his own name, and it h. (~ancd unto this day Absalom's 
PJace." -- Josephus, in relating the same circumstance, calls the 
pillar a marble one j he fixes its distance as two tur10ngs from 
Jerusalem, ami says it was named" Absalom's Hand."i· 

Some doubts have existed, whether thio.; valley of .Jehoshaphat 
was the King's Dale here spoken of'; but this seems highly pro
uable, as the Va11ey of Hhaveh, ~hich is the King's Dale, where 
Abram was met. by the "-.iug of So{lom, alld blessed by l\Iel
chizcdcck, king of Salem, afler his defeat and slaughter of the 
confi..-derated kings t, was certainly very ncaf to the city of the 
Jebusites. The distance of two furlongs from .Jerusalem, as given 
to the situation of the pillar in the King's Dale, would depend on 
wllat part of the city it was measured from, but it could not in 
any case be fin from the truth; and the tefm marble may be inde
finitely used to imply any fine stone, and that of pillar, to express 
a lofty mOIlument. The entrance in the upper part of the cone 
leads to a room which is descrilJpd t.o be much nbove the level of 
the ground on the outside, and to have niches in the sides of § it, 
which can leave no doubt as to its having been a place of sepulture, 
mOre particularly .. there are other tombs excavated Ollt of the 
same rocks close by. 

• 51 Sam. xviii. 18. 
t Genesi., xiv. 17, 18. 

t JOieph. Ant. Jud. I. vii. c. 10. s. S • 
§ Pococke, vol. ii. p. 23. 
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applied to tIleee monuments, are certainly mioplh.Iit-_,.., _It_, which ......,. given, will beot prove I ·nor , ... . dIe·_-
tieD; tiJat . tlli. lMt i • . " . altogether very "' ... utiful;'~ any:_ ;'. 
p<'OIjIPiate. In ·their dimensions, they 'are among the omalleA'" 
ancient tombs; in design, they are unchaste and blU'b_I' oj)r 

is there any thing of " a marvellous nature in their hewn.chatD.. 
hers;" 80 that it is hardly true that their appearance aI,one, .jwla,. 

pendently of every other consideration, denotes the former existence 
of a numerous, flourishing, and powerful people. t 

From hence, we continued our way a little farther to ,the DOrtA.. 

ward, and arrived at the sepulchre of the Virgin • . Thi. has .a 
building over it, with a pretty front, although the sculptured Greek 
ornaments in marble are not in harmony with the pointed arched 
door of entrance. It i. approached by a paved court, and stands 
near a raised way, leading from the foot of the Mount of Olfves 
over the brook Kedron. We descended into this grotto by" 
handsome flight of marble step~, about fifty in number, and ofa 
noble breadth. The entrance into this 'vau)~ed cavern is cerwaly 
fine; -and notwithstanding the paltry lamps, and t.awdry ornameuts 
of ostriches' eggs, &c. seen among them, the grand descent, .and 
the lofty arched roof of maaonry above, produce an imposing e!lect. 
Nearly midway down, are two arched recesses in the sides, .t~ 
on the right contarning the ashes of St. Anna, the motheoo of 
Mary, and that on the lea the dust of Joseph, her hU8band. 

Reaching the bottom of the stairs, we 'were shewn, at an ...... 
to the right, the tomb of the Holy Virgin herself,.-who, n.. haNg 
di~ at Jeruaal"m, .... miraculously transported hither l\fter;iher 
death by the apostles, according to the opinion of ,celltilin' ~ 
of the church, whose authority the (lbristi.u. of.Jeruoolem." , _.lIb. 
thiuk it presumption to deny. At· dW , mqment" itt ;. ;()QD..,,,1jirj 
that even the corruptible remains of her mortal -comae are ... , 

Dr. Clarke. -.oL 6. D. 590. t lOid. set. , 
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here, a _____ of them having W<en pIa.ce, ......... piou. 
Ch_ebr;iMoi,aIateo. '" 

:At tDia tomb, whiob io in the lorm,ot a.BHnple bench cased wall 
marWe, the Greeks and Annenians say their maoo by wms; ciOH 

to ittbere i. an lnunble altsr for the Syrians; and, on the left of 
the g>otto. on going down, or opposite to these last described, is 
an.allar of raised earth for the Cop"', lmtirely destitute of fW"niture, 
lamps. pictures, or even a covering. 

In the time of Chateaubriand, the Turks are said to have had 
a portion of the grotto, and the tomb of Mary was then in the 
hands of t~ catholics. At this moment the Turks have no portion 
of it, nor could we learn from the keepers of the place that they 
ever had. The tomh of the Virgin i. no longer in the possession 
of the catholics, having been bought out of their hands by the 
Greeks and Armenians. These, again, try to rival each other in 
tho! costly yet gaudy decorations of their separate altars, as well 
as to drive each other out, if possible, by intrigues and large pay_ 
ments to the Turks. Both parties, however, look down with 
,lOvereign contempt on the poor Syrians and Copts, whose altars 
are 80 inferior to their own in glitter and tinsel, but whose hearts, 
it is to be feared, from all accounts, are .till filled with hatred, 
envy, and all uncharitableness toward their pompous alld haughty 
superiors. 

After .quitting this sepulchre, we went to an adjoining grotto, 
thought to have heen the scene of€hrist's agony and bloody sweat. 
This 'is '" .mall and rude cavern, supported by portions of the 
earth JejI" in excavating it, and h .. now only two recesses or altai'll, 
with some humble crucifixes mode from the wood of the olive:-tree 
abo_ .''l1bill, io oaid to have been the tree under which Jesus 
wiped _.., "th. oldropo, of blood, after coming out of this cool 
1l"'JI*ol" ni@ht I _ the e .... was nigh when be oat d ...... to' • .,p-

... , St. Thom •• yant fait OIl"rir Ie cercueil, on n'y trouva plus quO une robe vir· 
ginaIe, IimpIe tit .,..vre ykement de cette Reine de g10ire quo lea qa .Taient enJevee 
lUX cieux." Vat. iL P. 561. 
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per with his apootl.... • Thi. eave i. ill. the hands of the. eatbo1ica; 
and thouj!h containing nothing worth the pains of taking away. if 
guarded by an iron-plated door. and a lock of such security. that 
even to remove the piece which eovers the large key-hole, .. 
smaller key is used in a preparatory lock attached to the greater 
one. Tt'e man who conducted us through this grotto Was very 
much intoxicated; and aJl impressions of solemnity having heen 
overcome either by the fumes of wine, or by the habit of showing 
the place to strangers, he did not scruple to utter the most pro.
fane jests on the sublime mystery for which this scene was 
celebrated. 

We went from hem'c to the spot in which are enclosed eight. 
olive-trees, huilt up ahout the roots, and thought to have existed 
in the time of Jesus, " so that the olives, and oHV(,-stones, and 
o)'J, which thl'Y p rod m'ed, uecame," as ,Manndrell quaintly olJ
serves, "an excellent commodity in Spain." nut the proof whieh 
he offers of their not being so ancient as is pretended (notwith
standing the difference of rcnt spoken of by Chateau briand, t which 
proves only that the Turks think them to be as old as their con
quest of the (·ouutry) is satisfactory. He says, "Josephus testifies, 
(lib. vii. de Bello. Jud. e. xv. and in other place,,) that Titlls, in his 
siege ?f Jer.balem, cut down aU the trees within about one hun
dred furlongs of the city, and that thC' soldiers were forcelL to 
fet('h wood so tar, for making the mounts when they assaulted the 
Teml'lc·"t 

From hcnrp, the supposeu gate of the Temple was pointed Q.IIJ; 

to us. in the eastern wall of the city. it being still blocked.\lp. 
irom a belief amor.g the Turks, that their destruction is to en~x: 
tbere; but the whole of this wall. as well .s that which surro~ 
Jerusalem on the other sides, appeared to me of modern .~ctUl!l; 
although, if there be any part Qf the skirts of the city wh ... e~ 

• St . Matthe~ xxvi. 20. 
t Maundrell's Journey, p. H2. 

t Chateaubriand, TOI. U, P. 39. 
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pteoent .,&11., may' be thongbt to occupy the site of the &IIIlient, it 
is eettalnl,.here. 

fA sbbrt distance from this, in the right-hand wall of the road, 
on Mccnding the. hili, our guide approached a large stone, and 
kissihg it with great fervour of devotion, assured llS that it Wlt.li 

from hence the Holy Virgin ascended to heaven. As a proof of 
this n~w fact, he pointed to a little indentation in the surface, and 
colled it the mark of Our Lady's girdle, which fell from her waist 
as ~he mounted in the air. Of the girdle itself, he had lIever heard 
the fate; of the authority on which this story rested, he knew 
nothing, but believed it was in the Gospels; and he was 80 shocked 
at our not following the example hp. had set us, of kissing the holy 
impression, that he really doubted of our having faith in any 
thing. 

Descending from hence, and turning to the southward, we came 
to the rock on which it is said the disciples, Peter and the two sons 
of 7..ebedee, slept, while their master retired to pray. Close by, i • 
• small paved way, now i~closed, being from thirty to forty feet 
J\1ng, and three or fonr broad, where Judas is said to have betrayed 
the Son of Man with a kiss;· anu not fiu from hence, is shown the 
rock from which JestlS predicted the destruction of the Temple of 
.Terusalem. Here. as he sat upon the Mount of 01ives, that. con
spicuous building must have been full in sight on the Mount 
Moriah, opposite to him, the brook of Kedron, in the valley of 
Jeoo.haphat, . nmning between and at the foot of both these cele
brated hill", 

We Crossed from hence over the southern brow ofthe Mount of 
Olives, and deaoending on its eastern side by a rugged and stony 

. road; from whiM we had a view of part of the Dead Sea, lying 
d~ is' a ~. lllid ltemmed in on the east by the high mountains 
Of Anlbta, we 'came, In 'about half an hour, to the village of Beit
Ani&, or Bt!tbany. It consists, at present, of only thirty or forty 

SL. Luke, xxii. +8. 
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dwellings, but It is 'visited on .ccon'" of a grotto thete, 'ftictf'i. 
called the Sepulchre of Lazarus. The building, called ,tb~"House 
of Lazaro", is no longer distinguishable, but, the suppose\! jifat'e 
of hi. 'interment is still shewn. ""' , 

We descended into it by a lIight of narrow step., to the nlltlilAA 
of about twenty-five, and first reached a small .quare apartnil!i'lt, 
where there is an altar of earth, on which the Latin friars .ay lIia.s 
twice in the year. Below this, on the left, we descended by tllri!e 
or four steps into a vaulted room, about eight or ten teet s<1ua-te, 
and of suffi~ient height to admit of our standing upright. This 
room was arched over with masonry; and the appearance of the 
whole, from the small door of entrance above, and the steps lead
ing down to the two rooms below, was rather like the portion of 
some ancient dweBing than of a tomb. As, however, it is situated 
in Bethany, and the grave of Lazarus is said to have been Ii cave 
on which a stone lay, * it may be thought to correspond to tlte 
description with much greater accuracy than many of the grottoes" 
shewn abollt Jerusalem can pretend to. '.l'here were at this moment 
no Turks having an oratory in the place, nor was any tbing de
manded for our descent, The inhabitants of the village are chiefly 
Mohammedans, and amount, perhaps, to five or six hundred, for 
whose accommonRtion there is a ~eat JittJe mosque, with a dante 
surmounted by the crescent. 

From henee it took us more than half an hour, and that of the 
most mtiguing labour, to go out to the eastward, where we were 
led to see the spot on which Martha, the sister of lAzarus, IIIIit 
Jesus on his way from the desert beyond Jordan, ell8t",.n! to 
Bethany. t This spot i8 now marked by a large stooP, it..- 'tJfe 
centre of a circalar enclosure of smaller stones; aI!d. it wt$ IttiI'M . 
most devoutly by our guide. The place i~ pointed out, oulf'llti 
yardi off, .on which the house of 'tbe two sisters stobitf'ijbt'fd 
the story itself, as related by St. John, it would radIer"' q;{.' 

• St. lohn. xi. 58. t Ibid, ~O; 
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that this was in the village of Beth\UlY. With the guardians or 
the holy places at Jerusalem, however, convenience is often a 
powerful motive · fo~ crowding many sacred spots within a small 
gpace, that they may be visited with the greater ease, particularly 
when nothing but the spot. itself is to be shown, and no remains 
arc requisite to prove its iuentity. 

J:o 'rom·a part of this eminence, we had a sight of the river Jor
dan, as well as of the country beyond it. The river winds its 
course through a deep valley, ulltil it discharges itself into the head 
of the Dead Sea to the southward, and the eastern view is bounded 
Ly an even range of high and woodless mouutuills, sl ret.ching as 
far as the eye can reach in a north a,lu south direction, and tllU~ 
cuttillg off the river and the sea from the wide wa:;tes beyond.· 

We now returned toward Jerusalem, and ascending: the eastern 
side of the Mount of Olives, went by the road on which Jesus 
rode from Bethany and Bethpage into Jerusalem. 

It was auout two o'clock when we reached the summit of the 
l\10Wlt of Olives, 011 our return ii'om Betha"ny. There is a mosque 
}'ere, with a millarc1l rising from it, and I wa:; desirous of ascend
ing to its gallery for the sake of'the view which it must command. 
but the keepers became enraged at the very proposal. \Ve en
tered, ,huwever, into the lower court, where a smuH octagonal 
building, crowllL-.d with a dom!', still remains as part of a larg(~ 

churl'h, said to have been formerly erected there. Within this is 
shown a piece of rock with an impression in it, not much unlike, 
thou~h far from exactly resembling, the foot of a man." This is 
maint.ained to be the print of Christ's left foot, when he ascended 
to heav:en after his, resurrection; I\ud it is affirmed, that the print 
of the .right foot was.seen here also, hut was takePl away to orna.
ment the mosque of Sol\>mon, in the site of the Hebrew temple 
on Mount Moriah, frolI\ whence the Mohammedaus insist ·that 

• In dt!8cribing the same view from hence, Benjamin of Tudela, calls dle Dead 
See. tJle Sea of Sodom, and the river Jordon the river of Sittim, whicb went through 
the plain 08 far .. MounJ.Nebo. - Bergmon's Collection. 
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their prophet mounted lip t<\ heaven, 8. if in rivalship to -the 
ascent of Christ. St. Luke is the only evangelist who speaks de
cidedly of this ascension, the others 'makin~ the appearance of 
Jesus to have happened in· different places; and thts wrjte~ says, 
.. And -he Jed them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his 
hands, and ulessed them. And it came to pass, ,as he bJesseu 
them, that he was varted from them, and carried up into heaven."* 

The octagonal chapel, containing the relic described, has been 
ornamented on the outside with small marble pillars and sculp
tured capitals; but has now nothing within it except ·this rock; 
which serves for the altar of the Catholics, who perform mass here 
onCe a~year. They enjoy this exclusive privilege hy the payment 
of a large sum to the Turks; and the Greeks, the Armenians, the 
Syrians, and the Copts, are obliged to content themselves with 
small altars of stone, for the same purpose, ill the open court. 

• St. Luke, xxiv. ,'50,5 1. 
The quality which Wl'b formerly )lOS'>C!>SI'1.I, IIf reccu'lIlg imprf'ssioDS from the 

weight of men and of ullimllls, seems to have 1~1l Ill,most too bI'CIIl'ral to render it even 
a rarity. The mark of' Allum's loot 011 the peak of Ceylon, is risited by pilgrims of 
all classes; and, comidcrillg hi~ rcputcu size, it is M';u'cely to be wondered at. :fhc 
imprcs;,ion of thc e!llil\~ figure of Muse!>, is SllOWH ill the grnnilc IIltJ\lhtnin,> of Horcb 
and Siriai, when dIe rock became soft at the prt'sumption of Mt)~cs, "In wishing to ,see 
the fllec of God as he passed, 'fhe print Hi' UIC foot of Molulillmt."<l's camel, when lit: 
was taken up, bca~f; uud all, by the ungel Gabriel into heuv(, lI , i ~ aIM) shown on the 
slime holy mOllntnin; lind considering that, acconlill~ to Mohammedan belief, the 
Ilhimal was large enough to huve one foot at Meccn, allotlwr 011 Damascus, a third 
on Cairo, and u fourth Oil Mount Sinni, the ellol'mity of II is weight might be almolil 
sufficient tOo account for this ul'>O,' At JeruSll.lem, IIHe! ill thl.' olhl.'l' parts of the Holy 
Land, one enn senreely movc a hundred yards witllOut s~ing mark!> of fingers, elbow!lj 
knees, and toes, as if unprinted in wax. At the two ascents made from hence, die 
Virgin drops her ginllc frolO her waist, Ilud our Saviour leaves the impression of 
both his fect. These nre now widely sepurntCfI, but at ~ome future age it \viii, per
haps, be insisted cn that they hath occupy their original plllC{$. If'those bliml guidCti 
could but perceive the injury which they do to tbeir own cause, by the prop.aga.tion of 
such puerile "tories, they would surely abandon diem to til{'ir Mohammedan rh'llls in 
aid of their Koran, aud suffer the Iiimnlicitv of the GosJlels to stond on iii! own hasis 
alone . 

• See Joumal or a Prcft1.lo of Egypt rrom Cairo to Mount 8inai, tralUlated from the Italian by Lord 
Bishop Claytonr and attached 10 thr ('elolVo ediliuu of MIiUDureU'~ Jou~; 1810, p, ~46, 
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We saW" here some Armenian visitors; among whom were 
several women; these" either from poverty or parsimony, refusing 
to pay the jew paras demanded by the Turks, in whose c'ustody the 
place remains, a quarrel arose, which approached to blows among 
the men, while the shrill voices of the women rather increased 
tban quelled the tumult, by t.he abuse which they lavished on the 
unbelieving ·Arabs. 

On leaving the summit of this hill, the spot was pointed out to 
us a little to the northward, wH.ere our Saviour taught his disciples 
the Lord's. Prayer·; and descending the hiJI to the southward, 
we passed the ruins of a building which was called the Grotto of 
the Apostles, Ji'om an idea that. they compiled their (~reed. there. 
The cave of St. J)elngia was said to be a little above, in which the 
Virgin received three days) warning of her death from an angel; 
rond, in fllct, so many placcti had been alreatly point~d out to liS, 3:nd 
so .many yet remained to be seen, that I hegan to be weary of 
dwelling on the particular details of tltem, and was glad to stretch 
my li.robs on the grass, and abandon fin a moment both the book 
.t.d the pellci!. . 

Reposing heneath the shade of an olive-tree upon the brow 
of this hill, we enjoyed from hence a fine prospect of Jerusalem 
on the opposite .one. Thiti city occupies an irregular sqllare of 
about two miles and a half in circumf~rcnce. Its shortest apparent 
side, is that which faces the east, and in thiti is the supposed gate 
ofthe ancient Temple, now closed up for the reason before assigned, 
and the amall 'projecting stone on which Mohammed is to sit 
when the world is to be .. sembled to judgment in the vale below. 
The southern side is exceedingly irregular, . taking quite a zigzag 
direction; the southwest extreme being terminated by a mosque 
built over the supposed sepulcltre of' David, on the summit of 
Mount Sion. The form and exact direction of the western and 
northern wans are·not distinctly seell frorn hence; but every part 

3t. Luke, xi. 1, 2. 
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of thi,:., appears to be a modern work, and executed It the same 
lime. The wall!): are Ranked at irregular distances by square 
towers, and have battlements running aB around on their snm_ 
mits, with loop-holes for arrows or musquetry close to the top. 
The walls appear to be about fifty feet in height, but are not sur
rounded by a ditoh. The northern wall runs over slightly 
dcdilling ground; the eastern wall runs straight along the brow 
of MOllnt Moriah, with the deep valley of Jehoshaphat below, 
the southern wall ('fosses over the summit ()f the hill assumed 8S 

)Ioullt Sion, \\lith the vale of Hinllom at its feet; and the western 
\\311 rtln~ ~llong' on more level ground, ncar the summit of thE 
high and slony mountains over whidl we had first approached 
the town. 

Af> the city is tlllIo;; seatcd on the brow of one )nrgc hill, divided 
by name illto ~cveral smaHer hiBs, and the whole of thC50C slope 
"pnt)\" down towards the ea<;t, this view from the lHoulll of Olive~, 
~ . 
a position of greater height than that on which the highest part ~r 
the city'stand:3, commands Hearly thc wholc of it at OIiCC. 

Oll the north, it is bounded hy a level, and apparently fertil~ 
!'!pat'c, now co\'creu with olive-trct'S, particularly nl'ar the north
('a ... t angle. 011 the fo,outh, the &l€'cp !'!ide of ]\"!ount Sion, and the 
\' allpy of lIinnorn, both show pat-.:.hes of cultivation and litth, 
garden enclosures. On the WCht, the bterilc summits of the hi1l1i 
there, barely lift their outlines ahove the dwellings. And on the 
east, t he Jeep valley of' .Tehoshapbat, now at our feet, has some 
partial Spots relieved by trees, though as forbidding in its general 
",pect as the Vale d Death could ever be desired to be by those 
who have chosen it fe:r the place of tbeir interment. 

'\Tilhin the walls of' the city are seen, to the north, crowded 
dwellings, remarkable in no respect, except being terraced by 
tlat roui', and generally built of stone., On the south· are some 
gardens and vineyard" with the long refl mosque of AI Sakha .. , 
ha\'ing two tiers o'l' windows, a sloping roof, ana a dark dome at 
one end. anel the mo.que of Rion on the Sepllchre of David, in 
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the same quarter. On the west is seen the high bquarc, castle, 
"'and palace of the same monarch, near the Bethlehem Gate. In the 
Cl'ntrc" rise the two cupo]afti, of unequa1 form amI size j the one 
blue, Rnd the other white, covering the ChUTCh of the lIoly 
Sepulchre. Around, in ~lifJcl'cnt directions, arc seen the JUinarchs 
of eight or ten mosques, amid an assemblage of about two-thousand 
dwellings. AIIl) on the cast is scated the great mosque of AI 
I-1arrem, or, as called by Christians, the l\1osquc of Solomon, from 
heiJlg supposed, with that of Al Sakhara near it, to occupy the 
site of the ancient temple of that splenuid and luxurious king. 

This mosque of Al Hnrrem is an octagonal uuiluing, with 
nnmerous windows, and surmounted by a dome, of the 10rm of 
Ihat of St. Pau1's, ill Lonuon, and about half the size. The whole 
stands in the centre of a large paved square, to which there arc 
!';c\'cral entrances through arcades. Beyond these again is a large 
01'<'11 space, surrounding the walls of the ,inner court, aud now 
displaying a carpet of verdure, interspersed with olive and cy
press trees. The appearance of this edifice, with its courts and 
walls, pr~Juces on the wlwle a most imposing effect, and relieves 
ill a great degrec the uull monoton'y of the rest of tIle .interior 
view of the city, of.which, it is by tilf the lIlost prominent ohjcc.:t, 
from tilt' space which, it occupies, and the commanding situatnm 
iL enjoys. 

After having at once reposed and gratifieJ ourselves r>y a more 
undisturbed yiew of Jerusnlem than we could hav.c enjoyed from 
any other spot on our way, we resumed the ]ab~ur ()f examining 
the remaining monuments 'without the walJs. We first visited 
what arc called the Sepulchres of the Prophets, close to the spot 
where we had halted. ' We descended through a circular hole, 
into an excavated cavern of some extent, cut with winding pas
sages, and forming a kind of subterranean labyrinth. Th~ super-.. , .. 
incumbent IJ,lass .. as 8uPl'orteu by portions of the rock left in the 
torm of walls arid irregular pillars, apparently once stuccoed; and, 
from the niches# still remaining visible in many places, we had no 
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douut of it.s having been once appropriated to sepulture; but 
whether any, or which of the prophets were interred here, even 
tradition does not &uggest, beyond the name which it bestows on 

the place. * 
Dcscenuing from hence, to go to the western foot of the Mount 

of Oliv('~ we Jeft, at the distance of a few yards on aUf right, the 
spot ii'olll whence Jesus is said to have wept over Jerusalem: and 
continuing our way up the north-eastern brow of Mount Moriah, 
we came to the northern side of the city itself: Here we pursu~ 
our way in a north-westerly direction, through culijvated grounds, 
aboumling in olive-trees; and passed a considerable number of 
excavations in the rocks, apparently ancient dwellings, and now 
used as such by tlte f.·unilies of peasants, and as places of shelter 
for their cattle at night. In the course of' our way, we did not 
see fewer than a hundred of these, inuluding large and small, 
perfect and imperfect j wheJl, after upwanls of an llOur's walk from 
the time of our leaving the ,Mount of Olives, we reached the caves. 
called the Sepulchres of the Judge·s. 

There arc in all six of these tombs, 'into the larges~ and most 
acccssiLle of which We entered: It presented first a square court, 
hewn down on three ~itles of the rock, ~n front of the cave •. F'rom 
an outer cha.mber, entered by a broad uool-way, we were led into 
other :-.maller ch:lInbers'uy narrow passages of entrance. In t\lese 
there were arched recesses and benches, as if for receiving the 
bodies of the clpau; and on one side of the innermost chamber we 
remarked a dC'ep sarcophagus, holJowcd out, but still attached to 
the wull, and now without a lid. Tnroughout this excavation, we 
found no appearance either of painting or scwpture. 

From hence, we returned towards the city, in a sOI;ltherly di .. 
rection, and after traversing the most stony roads that could be 

• The observations of Dr. Clarke, regarding th.is crypt, and the argwments used to 
prove it. originllliy a place of pagan worship, appear to me judicious j and the ~ 
mad(' of the authoritie!> quoted to support t.he opinion of its being one of the high 
places built for Ashtoreth, Chemosh. and Milcom, is equnlly ingenious. 
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well passed over, we reached, in half an hour, the tombs of the 
kings, 

We entered, by an arched gate.way, into a large open cotlrt, 
hewn down on all sides out of' the rock, to the depth of about 
fifteen feet, and forming a square of from thirty to forty paces. 
On the left of th.e court, on entering, is "the portico of' a cave, 
ol'iginally supported. by columns, but now perfectly open. This 
portico is about forty feet broad by fifteen leet deep, and frol1l 
eight to ten feet high, in its present state, "the bottom not being 
vi::.ible from accum\\1ated rubbish. The only ornament of sculp
ture seen on the exterior of' this monument, is a frieze, in which 
the most striking o~ject is a pendant cluster of grapes, frequently 
repeated, and. reminding. me of our old nihle prints, representing 
the return of the spies with sllch a token from the promisL:ocl. Jand. 
Below. this again, is another line of sculptured flowers and fruits, 
in a Hght and airy style; but both arc much defaced by time, and 
still more injured by the breaking away of the outer surfit.ce of tht> 
rock. 

.The inter~or of the portico is entirely destitute of ornament; 
and instead of passing from if onward through a cent.ral door, as is 
usual, both in the ancient tombs here, and in most of lhoc;c in Egypt, 
a small opening, through which it is now necessary to craw], leaJ:~ 

down from the left side, ncar the corner, to Ule apartments below. 
The first room into which we entered by this passage, was about 
ejghtee~ feet square, nearly filled . with rubbish, and having.one 
door-way'leading from it on the righ:, but no corr~sponding Olle 

on the left, and t'!'o immediately opposite to the passage of en
trance, making in a1l three doors which communicate with other 
chambers within. In each of these, were smaller divil$ions for tht.' 
reception of the dew.!, with · benches and sarcophagi, nIches of a 
triangular form for lamps above'the tombs, and channel. below to 
carry off water. }~rom one..of these inner chambers, a Right uf 
,teps descended t3 1m apartment below, where was .een the lid of 
• violate"· sarcophagus" higJiJy ornamented with sculptured /lowers 
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in reliet: In most of these chambers, ~el'e also seen fragments of 
the stone doors which dosed the innermo~t sepulchres. They 
were of the same stone as the excavation itself, a coarse yellowish 
marble j and were, in general, about the size of a common door 
in length and breadth, and three or t0ur inches iu thickness. 
They wen ... ' pttnnelled by little mouldings, in two divisions, above 
and helow, exactly in the way in which OU.f modern doors arc' 
made in England; and are said, in this partieular, to resemble the 
pair of stonc doors still hanging in the Pantheon at' Rome. 

The whole of this monument, both within niH] without, displays 
great care in the execution, and a. regularity not often ouservabJe 
in the more ancient excavations of this llature. }'or myself~ I 
shoul<l not conceive it to be of vcry high antiquity, -either from 
its interior plan, or fiom its exterior ornaments. The observation 
of 1\lmuulrclJ, that nOli€' of the kin~s (>ithcr of Israel or .Judah were , 
buded here, is' sufficiently wcll-fbulllletl to prevent this being 
considered as a work of the Jewish monarchy *"; nlHl the descrip- .. 
tion of IIczekia.h's intermE'l1t has 110 locat detail~ from which one 
could safely infer that he was placed in- this sepu1chre, since the 
Chronicles say merely, " And Hc:tekiah slept with his filthcrs, and 
they buried him in the chiott'st of the sepulehrcs of the sons of 
Dayid: and all Judah, anti liu.: inhauitants of Jerusalem, ui(l him 
honour at his death. t 

The reasoning of .M. Chale3ubriand to prove this monument 
the tomb of Herod the Tetrarch, appears to me by no- means 
sufficiently borne out by the J)temises to Jecide certainly tthereon; 
and e,-en. the theories of Pococke §, and Clarke II, are liable to 
some ohjections. Indl·ed, considering the changes of' masters 
which .Jerusalem has suffered, . and the consequent variation in the 
taste of its possessors, it is at this moment a matter of ex-treme 
difficulty to separate the monuments of high antiquity from those 

" MaundreJl, p. 102. 
t Vol. ii. p. 105. 

.t. 2 Chronicles, xxxii. 33. 
§ Ibid, p. 20, II Ibid, p. 596. 
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of a more modern age, or to decide what parts of their remains 
preserve4:lheir origina:l form, and what parts have been subsequently 
altered 8t" ornamented by later hands. This, however, is c.ertain, 
that among all the monuments which we had this day :visited in 
the environs of Jerll!!alem, and of which this is by far the largest, 
the most expensive, and the most interesting, there is not one 
which can be called either " enormous" or " splendid," without 
the strangest abuse of these terms. * 

~ As a proof that even those who nrc vcry pious may entertain contemptible opinions 
of the extent and riches of the Holy Land, 11 pussnge muy be given here from an 
Ellgli~h pilgrim. who visited it shout the ycnr 1600. ] Ie conclude!> the account 
which he has hnYCn of the Holy City. with thc!>l' won)..: "Thu~ lmvl' 1 dl'5I'1'i1JCl1 the 
city of Jerusalem us it It now built.. with all the Ilotnble pluce'i therein, nud nenr unto 
the same, and the country about it., hy which comparisons you lIluy w('1I understand 
the :.itu,ltion of most of the plu.ces neur unlo it; anti thereby you Ullly perceive that it 
'I'M but a :.mall country, and a very little plot of ground which the I<.raclite:. posses)l!(J 
in the Ilind of CanUlln, which, as now, is It , 'cry barren country; for thllt within fif~ 
teen miles of Jeru~l~m, the country is wholly lutrrell, and full of rock:., a1H) :.toIlY; 
and uilleu it be uh()ut the plain or Jericho, I know not any part of tllP country Ilt thi!. 
present, dlat i!. fruitfu1." Thus fnr I!. n :,imple declaratiun of what the pilgrim wit_ 
III.'Ised. Thc rensolb which he gives for the ('hange, nud the prfx.f!. which he adduces 
to s~ow the ulterly destitute btate of its inhubitllul!> tllfouglt it... bMreunes!>, nre tou 
curiO'ls to be omitt\.'d. He eontulUe,,: "WIJRt hath been in lime., pa!>t, I rc!c-r you 
to the declaratiou thereOf made in til\' Holy Scripture:" My opinion is, that wlwn it 
wa~ fruitful, and a land that flowed with Illilk and honey, thllt d,cn God hlesored it, 
lUtd that RiO Wen tlley followl.'<l his commandment'>; but now, being illhaLitel1 by 
infidels t.hat profane the name of Christ, nnd live in ull filthy unci henstly 1llflllller, G(KI 
cur~eth it, and so it is made harren; for it 1" so bn.rren. that I could get 110 brend 
when I came near unto it; fi,)r that one night al I lodbtCd short. of Jerusnlenl, at a 
place called in tlle ArabiWI tongue, ~uda Chcnaleb, I !>ent a Moor to the house (not 
liLT from where we had pitchC1:1 our tenl!.) to get somc hrend, And he brought me 
word that tlu!re was no bread there to be hn.d, Ilnd dial the mnn of that house did 
Ilt'ver eat bread in all his We, but ouly tlried dates, nor uny of hi" housellOld; whereby 
you mny partly perceive the barrenness of thL countrY,at tllis day, only, as I !>uppose, 
by the curse that God Jayetb llpon the surne. For that they usc the sin of Sodom nnd 
Gomortah very much in..-.hat country, whereby the poor Christiana who inhabit 
therein are glad to marry \ their, daugbt;ers at twelve years of age unto Christians, 
lest the Turks should ravish them. And, to conclude, thcre i~ not that sin in thc 
~orld, but it is used there among those infidel .. th.llt now inhabit therein; and yet it 
IS called Terra Sancta, and, in the Arabiall tongue, Cuthea, which is, the Holy Land, 
bearing the name only, aDd no more; for aIL holiness i5 dean banished frolD thence 
by these thieves, filthy Turlu, and infidel5, 'thst inhabit the same." - HnrJcian Mis
cellany, vol. iii. p. ,4-1. 

E E 
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In almost every part of' Upper Egypt, there are grottoes, scarcely 
visited from their comparative insignificance, which are sup~rior 
in design, richer in ornament, and costing more laboul" in elO.e-. 
cutian, than any ancient monument in the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem. The hewing out and transportation of the two obelisk. 
at Alexandria, mere specks amid the numerous and splendid 
embellishments of Egypt, would have required more time and 
expcnce than the excavation of any cavern near this city. The 
tombs in the mountains at Siout, an inconsiderabJe settlement, 
those still more numerous at Eliethias, the grottoes of EI KouToo. 
aud, in short, a hundred others that could be named us among the 
commonest monuments of that country, are all superior to th.ose 
here. If such be the case, the pyramids of .Memphis, the palace 
of Abydos, the sanctuary of Tentyra, the colossal statues and 
sphinxes, the tombs and temples of Thebes, amI the }pss-known, 
but still more beautiful and surprising monuments of Nubia, with 
the gigantic grottoes of Girshc, .Meshgarah, and Ipsamboul, so.. 
eclipse in splendour and in sizl:' the poor remains which are found 
around this far-famed capital of' Judea: that, on ('omparing them 
together, one cannot help applying to the latter the terms of 
" paltry" and" im.ignificant." All these ideas of beauty and of 
greatness, are, however, quite relative: what would be thought 
" superb" and "magnificent" in one age aud country, would be 
scarcely esteemed in another; and what would be beheld with 
wonder by one person, a second wouJd regard with indifference. 

On quitting these sepulchres of the kings, we continued to 
approach the city in a southerly direction, and alier nearly half an 
hour's walk, came to an enclosure at the toot of a large quarry, in 
which is shown a grotto and a recess in the rock. said to have.been 
the bed of the prophet Jeremiah. Within the same enelosute, 
there is a spot thought to be that on which he wrote hi. Lament,
ations over the Holy City. This place is in po.session of the 
Turks, who hold it in extreme yeneration; but, as it was shut up, 
we could only look down into it from above. 
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It was just sun-set when we reached the Damascus gate, to 
return to the convent; and having performed the whole of this 
day's excursion on foot, over the most rocky and rugged roads 
that coulil be trodden, besides cra.,ling into all the grottoes we had 
seen, we were iufficiently fatigued to render repose exceedingly 
desirable. 



CHAPTER XII. 

EXCUR~ION TO BEmLEHEM, AND THE CAVE OF THE NATIVITY" 

JANUARY 22. aving rocured Turkish dresse for my' ... t: ..... 
my servant, we to-day put oft' our European clothes, whll." 1II-."!I_Kl 

sent to the young Fren a~ whom I 'b" ttearr-i. 
Jaffa; and after theee duties of the m 
.... acompanied Mr. Bankes . 
_lice · who had visited us 0 ..rt·'-'iJelUJe. 

JOCIIIWJd in ,the ~tic Convent, 
small I"OOID8 around 



• 
EXC ION TO :BETHLEHEM. 218 

Sepulchre. In the centre of this, one of the cupolas e , 
Sepltlchre elevated itself ov~ the houses, and on one side of it 
were the ruined arched recesses of some ancient religious building. 

We seended to one of the' upper room , through a mi,serable 
en ce, . . . eel in a small apart t poss sing no 
other iture than Il dirty mat and ragged c~et; and having 
no aperture for the admission ofli~t except the door-way. ' Being 
seated on th~floor, and surrounded by the Prince Moosa, and five 
or six byssinians of his retinue, we were served with large tumbler 
of rakhee, some dried figs, and a pipe; a cooking-kettle, placed 
a charcoal fire, in an earthen pan, stood in the centre of the room, 
and occupied the attention of our host in those intervals when 
conversation faileel, and these were pretty frequent, as he himself 
spoke Arabic but imperfectly, and Mr. Bankes's interpreter, an 
ltali n renegado, still more so. 

After a few min ,the females of the family were sent for; 
and p ently there appeared a youpg Abyssinian girl, of handsome 
feat re, but very dark complexion, attended by two elderly 

• 
women, who appeared to be her servants or assistants. These 
all seated themselves, and as the young girl placed herself beside 
me, and spoke Arabic sufficiently well to make herself understood, 
we soon became familiar. Some Amharie books of devotion 
were now hown to us, very finely written on vellum, and adorned 
with p intings of- the evan~lists, saints, &0. drawn in ~he rudest 
man e , Uld very gaudify coloured. Then followed some Ab 
sinian 'ntings of horses - in 'all their various furniture and 
trappi oth pictures, displaying the costume of the 

of Mr. Bankes, 
lover of ew and ious information 

rpa.sed to find the young 

ing 
..... ...... " .. :;s and 
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intentions of the lady. I turned round to observe her, without 
being noticed, and certain signs 8tiU further intimated the desire 
of a present. 

Conversation now grew louder; and, as we had taken with 115 

some triRing articles to offer to these people on our visit, accord~ 

ing. to the known custom of their country, I gave hPT a small 
huswife, furnished with needles, thread, &c., the only artic1e I PO&
sesseu that was at all adapted to the purpose. It was,Teceived with 
many thanks and kisses of my hand. Dut this was not a1l; 
advantage was taken of the general attention being occupied, to 
ask me whether I had nothing more that I could bestow. I hesi
tated, and talked of things at homC', A reply was made: " I love 
you more than I can express; and if you will give me a Jarge 
present, come hither to-morrow, and you shall be my favourite." 

I thought it impossible that I could have rightly understood 
her meaning; but though repeated a second time in a lower 
voice, the proposition was still the same. I asked her what she' 
desired. She replied. that she must first see the things I pos
sessed, before she could fix her choice;" and altercations followed 
in whh'pers, like the bargaining for a contraband commodity in 
the presence of revenue-officers. It was to me the most satis
factor.Y elucidation of all that hail been said on the cupidity and 
profligacy of ft.male Abyssinian manners. 

'In the inquisitive conversation which publicly passed among 
us all, we leul'Ot from Moosa, that he himself was t.he son of one of 
the great men at the Court of Gondar; but this seemed extremely 
doubtful, from his hesitating both as to the name and the titles of 
his father. He said, that, two years siuce, he had left. Abyssinia in 
charge of two young ladies, whom he insisted were " Binteen el 
" ' izeer," or two daughters of the prjm~minister there. They were 
accompanied, he said, by five or six men, and the two women 
whom we now saw; and tlle object of their voyage Was a visit to the 
Sepulchre of the Messiah, and the holy"place •• t Jerusalem. They 
intended, as he stated, after completing their pilgrimage at the 
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ensuing Easter, to return again to Abyssinia, by way of the Red 
Sea, as they came. Some few months after their arrival at Jeru
salem, tbe elder of tbe girls had died, and tbe younger only now 
remained; the names of the two being Miriam and Martha, names 
which are commun in Abyssinia, from those of the sister favourites 
of the Saviour. 

After a long conversation with this Abyssinian party, and. a 
parting request from the young lady that I would can again on the 
morrow, we left them, to return to the CODvent. Passiug in our 
way through a dark passage, under an arched gate, we ohserved 
a large court above, on the 1:Itnirs of which were several good
looking females, who · seemed to invite us up to join them. 
Accordingly, turning back, we all ascended, and were treated 
with a lamiJiarity which we did not well comprehend, until it was 
told us that this house had been left as a ~egacy l?y some pious 
Christian to the friars of our convent, and that they suffered it to 
be occupied rent-free by families, on very improper conditions. 
This being told us by a Copht, we conceived it to be a scandal, on 
a<.count of a diffcrencp. in their faith; but it was confirmed to U8 

by other corroborating testimonieR, and we returned to our 
quarters surprised at the disclosures of the short ramble of to-day. 

23d. It being a rainy morning, our departure was put off again, 
and the former part of the day was passed in examining the draw
ings wliich Mr. Bankes had made of the monuments in Egypt and 
Nubia, which were all particularly fine, and, as far as I could recol-· 
leet, perfectly accurate. He baa added to tbese; also, during his 
long stay at Jerusalem, plans and views of all tbe tombs in the 
neighbourhood, and drawings of other interesting subjects; tbe 
whole togetber forming a collection of at least two hundred in 
number, aod bigbly valuable. 

24th. Some causes still continuing to detain Mr. :Bankes here, 
I devoted tbe day to an e:tcursion on horseback, and set out early 
in-the morning for Beit-Lahhm, the-Bethlehem of the Scnptures. 
We quitt4!d Jerusalem -at tlie gate near the Palace of David, and 


