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arouud. and besieged it; and lying round it by day .nd by." 
took the city, and slew every male in it, and burnt it down, and 
'0 obtained a way through it. And the multitude of those that 
were slain was so great, that they went over the dead bodies. So 
they came over Jordan, and arrived at the great plain, over against 
which is situate the city Beth.han. which is called by the Greeks 
Scythopolis. * And departing hastily from thence. they came 
into Judea, singing psalms and hymns as they went, and indulgiag 
such tokens of mirth as are usual in triumphs upon victory. They 
a1.0 offered th.nk-otferings. both for their good succe.s, ~nd for 
the preservation of their army; for not one of the Jews were slain 
in these battle,." t· 

The country of the N ab.theans was in Arabia Petrea. to the 
southward of the L.ke Asphaltitis. and the name of Nnbathean8 
was given generally to all the Arabs living between the heads of 
the Arabi.n and the Persian Gulf: But it is here said; that 'liter 
they had gone three days' journey on the other bide of Jordan. 
they met the Nabatheans. who came to meet thetp peaceably. and 
told them how the affairs of the land 'of Gilead stood. in which 
lanu, therefore, they probably were. Yet, from this distance of 
three days, where he met these Nabatheans, Juuas is said to have 
returned into the wilderness. t The writer of the Book of Macca
bees sa}s, Juuas l\'laccabeus also, and his brother Jonathan, went 
over Jordan. and travelled three days. They then turned suddenly 
by the way of the wilderness unto Bosor. which they took and 
burnt. It was after this that Bosor was taken, and this is expressiy 
said to have beeu one of the cities of the land of Gilead.) Whet 
Josephus calls the garri.on. in which the Jews were abut up. tIoe 

• .. The J"{mson why llethshan was called Scythopola, is well known from Hero. 
dotus, b. i. p. 105. and Syncellu<t, p. 2140, That the Scythians, when they over.ran
Asia in th~ day» of Josiah, seized on this city, and kept it as long as ....,. eOfttiinMd 
in Aloia, from which time it retained the name of Scytbopolis, or the city of the Sq .. 
thians." - Note on Josephus. 

t Joseph. Ant. Jud.l. xii. Co S ... S, -i. S, t Ibid. 
I I M .... t.· 2 •. 28. and So. 
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writer of the Apocrypha calls thefortre .. , evidently of the town 
itlelf, and most probably this identical ruined citadel nOW seen 
here on the adjoining hill, and still retaining so appropriate 
a name. * I can find no very determinate position assigned by 
the ancient geographers, either to Raphon or to Ephron. t If 
these were clearly ascertained, it might be more satisfactorily de~ 
cided, whether the brook spoken of be the J.bbok or not. But 
the .circumstance of this army of Judas Maccabeus arriving at the 
great plain, over against which is situate the city Bcthshan, which 
is-called by the Greek. Scythopolis, when they came over Jordan 
in their way to Mount Sion at Jerusalem, is unequivocal, and 
places it beyond doubt, that the plnce here spoken of is neither 
the Bezer on the harder of Arabia, nor the Bozra of the Hanran. 
with which that has been sometimes confounded, but a Bosor 
here in Gilead, and, probably, on · the spot where the present 

• 
Boorza stand .. 

As we pursueu our way from this village towards the north-cast, 
. going first up a gentle ascent beyond the tOWIl, and then descenll
ing toward a second valley: we overtook a small party of Bedouin 
Arabs, on foot. They were themselves returning to their ('11-

• The name is evidcnilyn corruption of the original Hebrew Olle, Bosor, ,~~ munitiu. 

vel vendemia, sive ablatio prohibitio: aut in angustia, ,'cl tribulntione. Filius ~uphn
filii Heleni, 1 Par. vii. 28. Nomen item civitatis Moabitnrum trans Jordallcm orienteUl 
versus, ad solituJincm non nihil versentis. I Mac. v. 26. j Deut. iv. H.; Jos. xx. t:I . 

1 Par. vi. is. de trihu Ruben Lc.vitis datu. - Ouomnsticum Sacrum, p. 74. 
~.i. the present pronunciation of its llllDle, signifies, in Arabic, a "wide open plain. 

w;.tbout trees;" a.nd this ia a feature so perfectly at variance with that of t.he coulltry in 
which this town and castle of Boorza is seated, ns to provc thut the Jlame is not of 
Arabic origin,l hilt a corruption of lhe Hebrew 'Bosor. 

~ "P.~~; No.1en loci non longa a CIU'tlaim, ad torrentem.-·PCl¢«, Josepha, urbs 
trans Jordanem sita. Reland.l. iii. p. 968.-1i"£lV Urbs in Benjamin, 2Chron. xiii. 9. ,. 
erat in tegione trans .J ordanica e regione ScythopoJis, 1 Mac. v. 4(i. 52. - fielaut!. 
I. iii. p. 765. 

'~, '.~~" mcdicina vel relaxatio aut gigas. D. civitas 1 MtU:. v. 87." - OnOIlIlI!;t, 
p • ...,. . 

Ephron, t'''~~ J~pw., pulvis, sive hinnuJus, aut plumbeus. Filius Scor. Gen. 

nui. & ... quo civitas in tribu Juda. 2 Par. xiii. 19.; 1 Mac. v. 6. -OnOlDQ.Sticum t'iu· 
cruro, p. 118 • . 
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campment; and 88 thpir tents were near, they invited U8 to follow 
them, and partake of their hospitality for thp night, to which we 
reauily assented. 

We had not ."ct been an hour from Boonm, before we passed a 
large fuilll"d building, called Deer el ltamjall, or the Convent C1f 
Ramzl:I, but whether it has been a Christian establishment, a castle, 
caravall~cra, or some portion of a descrted. settlement, we could 
not learn. Near it stood a-stately and wide-sprending oak, which f 
like the rest of the oaks we had seen, was not an evergreen one, 
btll had its ]paves withered, and its boughs almost oare, while the 
greater portion of the other trees found here, WPfC fi'esh in verdure. 
On the left of our rOllu were said to be other mills, on a·hiH there, 
calk-.J .1chaz, or JC:JRZ j but, strong as our desire was to visit these, 
it was thought to be risking too much to do so, and we were 
ohliged to cont(>nt ollfselvps with obtaining information of' the ex· 

• 
istence only of snch places as we could not ourselves exnmiqe, 
and of takillg a hasty glance at those whi<:h lay immediately in 
our path, 

From the want of all actual &urvcy of the 10t'a} features of the 
two place"" which could )lot be obtajned at the distance at which 
we pa",scd them, no details can be offered regarding them, except 
that the appearance of ltamza '* wa~ that of a largE' castellated en· 
closure built of stone, and stallding on the side of a bill; and 
Jchllz was dCbcribed to us as standing on somewhat higher ground. 
aml being more like the ruin') of' a town than of a sing1e building. 
These W("l'(', respectively, about a mile and a half on each Bide of 
liS, as we passed; Harnza on the east, and Jejaz orr the west, and 
the l\istance hetweel' them was, thereiore, about three miles, 
being separated from each other by a Idoping valJey, 

The pla(·e of Rnmoth in Gilead is to be sought for here; and 
such details as we have regarding its position and local features, 
added to the resemblance of' th'e name, afford great reason to 

• Pronounced indifferently IjtJ Rapl211, and ~~) Ramtha 
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believe, that the ruins at Ramza may be a portion of'those Lelong
tnO' tv that city, or, at least, mark the site 011 which it stoou. <> • 
This city was one of the chief in Gile"d, and lS called Hamoth 
Gilead, to distinguish it from other towns uf the same name. 
It is first mentioned as one of the cities of' rcfug~ set apart by 
:Moses on the cast of the Jordan, " unto which the slayer might 
flee who should kill his nei(Thbour Ullawares, ami hated him not in 

<> 
times past j ano that, fleeing unto one of these cities, lie might live." 't 

It is there called Hamoth, in Gileao, of the Gadifcs, :mel tllis dis
tinction is repcntc'\fl in another place. It is again 1l1l'IItioncJ in 
the history of the early wars, wlwn it was the s('ene of II battle 
between the kings of Juoah and Israel 011 the Ollt' side, and the 
killlT of Syria Oil the otller, for the recoycl'Y of' ltamoth Gilead~ 

~ . 
where Ahl-lb tllc. rulcr of Israel was slain. t .JO!)CphllS details the 
story of tld~ unttle morc at large, but. .nothing can be collected from 
him regarding the· actual site 01' relative position of litis place, 
with rl'gard to uther known places, in bearing or di~tallcc. t 

TJlCse deficieJl(~ics are suppl ie-d, hut. I know nol on what authority, 
by St. Jerome, who fixes it at fifteen milt,s .. cr'.sf o{ Philadelphia, or 
Ammon, ano neal' to the Jab~ok, ill bOlb .of which particulars this 
place of Ramza agrecs. § From its beillg placed ill thl"'! tribe of G-ad. 
D' Anville has givcn it a position more to the southward, tho'lgh 
within about tIle distance spccified ii'om Ammon; but CclJarius, 
in whose map tllC course of the .Tabbok is much more accurately 
delineated, has placed it in Gilead, just to the nurth of this stream, 
about the distance assigned to it from Ammon, and just in the spot 
on which the present Ramza stands. Whether the epithet of 

• Dcut. iv. 42. t I Kings, xxxii. throughout. 
t Joseph. Ant. Jud. I. y;ii. c. 15. s. 5, 6. 
§ ntoNJ In Gileali, qure ctiam flamoth, ,x,rAw)". Ul'bs tribus Gau, Deut. iv. 48. 

Jos. n.8. . Vieus fuit 15 miliaribus d Philnddphia, versus ocrideTItem. Euseh. in 
Onom. Apud Hieronymum male legitur orimtem. Fuiss{'t enim t:xtra fines terra.' 
Istaeliticre, qU!e ultra Philudelphiam uricntt!ffi versus non prott!nditur. Idem mox 
scribit Ramotll Gileaditidi, esse in Pent'a juxta tlumen hboc.-Relaud Pullestina 
llIustrato., I. iii. p. 966. . . , 

X X 
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Deer, which means any large house, as wcll as a COHvent, was 
gi,'en to the large castellated ruin here, H~ ft modern affix to it, or 
not, we could not Jearn j neither could we decide whether this 
large fortress.likc edifice was itsC'lf a vestige of the old city of 
refu~c, within the enclo~urc of which the man-slayer was safe f'l"om 
the vengea.nce of his pursuers, or the remains of any more modern 
buiJdi';g. *" 

''''hat ancient city the ruins of J~jaz may mark, is not so easily 
determined. Th0re was a Jahaz, at which the ehildren of Israel 
tought against Sihon, king of the Amoritcs, because he would not 
let tllcmpass throll gIl his border; bilt this was in the wilderness, 
or on the bore/('l'::; of the Arabian Desert, to thl? southward of the 
Dead Sea, and in the land of .1\1oau; for it was not until Israel 
had smote him, Siholl, king of the Amoritcs, with the edge of the 
sword, that he possessed his land from Arnon unto ~abhok, and 
dwelt in all the cities or tile All1oritcs, in IIeshbon, and in all.thc· 
villages thereof: 

There WaS, how("v('l', a .Tabesll, which could J;lot have been f.:1T 
from this spol, and, like- RamotlJ, was cilaractNisC'd by the audition 
of Gilead, as a distinctive appellation. This place is first men
tioned in the story of the Lamentations that were made for the 
df'stl'uction of tlw tribe of' Benjamin, anel the difficulties that arose 
regarding marriages since tl1£'y were cut off from among them. 
When the Israelites came to bewail this desolation of Benjamin in 
Mizpeh, they had made an oath that whoever came not up to the 
mourning should be put to death. On the numbering of the 
people, it was found that nOlle of the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead 
were there, amI, accordingly, twelve thollsand of the , aliantest of 
the asscmLly were ordered by the congregation to go and smite 
the inhabitants of this place with the edge of' the sword, and to . 

• Ramoth, n"~N', Deut. iv.49. Jos. xx.8. 1 Reg. 22.:3. 1 Par. vi. jS., videas 
montem, vel intuitis montb, vel aititudinrs. Eadem civitas (jure et Ramoth llrior.-Ono
masticum Sacrum, p. 259. 
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spare neither mell, women, nor children. * The occasion of their 
meeting. was to mourn the loss of' a tribe whom they had tltem
selves cut off ti'om among them, hy the slaughter of twenty-five 
thousnnu men, who drew the sword, and were all men of valour, 
leaving only a remnant of six hundred of the whole of tIle sans of 
Benjamin, wItO fled into the dl.'s(:'rt, amI auoue in the rock of 
Rimmon for four months. i-

This Jabesh Gilead was afterwards the scene of a battle between 
Saul and the Ammonites, in whi('h the latter were discomfited. 
Nahash, the leader of the Ammonites, had cmlle up to encamp 
against this plaee, and on Lcing a~kcd to make a covenant, urged 
the strange condition of his being allow('d to thrust out all the 
people's right eyes, which thl' men of .Jabesh rC<luested seven 
days' respite to cOllsider of: during which time Saul came to their 
aid, and rqlelleo thei,' enemies . 

• 
At a future pOl-iou, till'se men of Jahesh, whom he had delivered, 

hau an opportunity to testi(y their gmt itudc. \"hen the Philistine 
./ollo\\'ctl hard Up~1I Saul, and the battle went sore against him in 
lVlount Gilboa, 'saul, and hi~ armoL!l"-uearel", ailtl his three sons, fell 
"pon their swords, to avoid the disgrace of being slain hy uncir
cumcised hanus. The Philistine's, when they came on the morrow 
to strip the slain, found them, and' cut off the }leau of Saul, and 
stripped off his armour, and sent it into the land of the Philistines 
rouno about, to publish it in the houses of their idols, and among 
the people. And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth. 
And they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. "And when 
the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead heard of that which the Philistines 
h~ done to _Saul, alI the valiant men arose, and went all night, and 
took the body of Saul, and the bodies of his sons, from the wall of 
Beth-shan, and carne to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they 

Juuges, xxi. throughout. t Ibid, xx. 47. 
X X 2 
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took their bones and buried them under n tree at Jabesh, and 
li.,.,ted sevcn days." '* 

\\'c learn from this, that neth-shan, or Scytllllpolis, was within a 
night's march from Jalwsh, which fixes its p()~iLion, witllin limits 
of' tolcrah](' ,,('ctll'tlcy un tl/C' 'N'!!t. Its distance, of ... ix mile .. Irom 

.Pella, tow,mls (;cntsa, will cClually fix its limits 011 the cast, as Pella 
is plael,d by allthc authoritic'loll the river .Tabbokt, though it is 
milCh 'artllel" to Ole ea ... twanl in thQ mnp of Celllll'ius, than ill I.hut 

of D' Anville. In hoth of these, the distance of Pella from Gerasa 
corresponds pretty accurately with the thirty-flv(! Rom:m miles 
assigned to it.; but, ill Cellariu:-., the place,,; arC' lIC'arly cm;t alld 'icest 
of each olh('1', and ill U'AlIvilll' Ilearly /lor/It and xVlllh, though the 
same authorities I<)l' their rc~pt'ctiye po~itio lls wcrc open to both. 

If to this ag r cl'lIwlIt ill POilit of relative distlllH'C'S, ue added the 
l'C'semhlancl' of lo{'~d fi.·allire ill the pn~sellt ruin" of JI:jaz, heillg 
seatcllon a hill or Illountllin, like that of tht' ancient Jabcsh:t:.. it 
will not be':I ion;cd IH'l':-OUlllptioll to COil sider it:ls at.1cast probable 
tlml the rllins II (,I'P may be those of ,lli e all('ie,lJl town, amI the 
pl'e"ent name ollly a corrupt iOll of the original Ollt', § 

The early wrilL'r~, heillg rathf>f hist.orian ~ t.han geographers, 
afford, in :-;OlllC iW;t.ulll'es. :ml'll scanty materials lor fixing the 

• I S.mmer, .... "'l>.i. throug-!Jolll. 
ru.l' l ' l'il ... fWculhti ... . 1IIIde ,-/I']1e iY'~ tv::!' Jil'itlL!' Jud. )..).i. 0. JaLl'~('hitll! pCI' , 

tOUtlil lIoctClil f.Lclo itiuNe cuda\"cfIt Sltuli., ct liliorulIl e,iu" e mocnibu'> \ll"hi." Helli!,nn 
.th'ltuicL"llUt e1 rcd!('l"Il1lt, I :-':un. x"X"i, J I. hinc jUJit'iL til di~t:Ullia il(trum urbiulJI. ElI
!>ebiw, UII \fleclll 'Apu:rw~ t't ' J ,"~I!i Ic~tutur !>uo tempore tui,-~e viclim pr:cgnmdt'1ll hoc 
nominc truu,- Junl:tllcm, (j Uliliar. dJ.~talltCllL Pella vcr~\l!> (>cl'llsmn.-ltcltmd, lib. Iii. 
p.82'l, 

t I't"\:,~ du Jahok {,toit Ullc ville de considemtioll, ~ou ,> Ie nom de Pf"llu, que les 
Ul'ec~ dc Syric qui l'hahitoicllt, lui avoil dODlle, a cause lit:! !on !>ituntioll ellvironnee 
d'caux, ('OllllllC In \·illc Maex.'douicnne de cc llum.-D'Anville, Geog. An. Perrea et 
Arabia. 

t Jabi~ Galmw. ..•. NUllc e~t vicus trrns Joruunem in 6CXto miliario civitatis 
Pella:, SUjJU mOil/em euutihus GCl"a~a. Hieron.-Relund, 1. ii. p.493. 

§ Jube!> Gulwul iV':'Il-IV.:l' !>iccitas, vt:! confusio ncervi te.timonii. Nomen olvitatis. 
Judie. xxi. 8: I Su~. ·x'i. 1.':':'OlloffiQ.!,ticum Sacrum, p.159. , 
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position of pJac('s spoken of by thcm , that gl cat accuracy cannot 
hc ('xpc(·tt'd to be attained lit this pcriod. The ri:-:-wlllbJance of 
names, the COITC'spondcllce of local f(-'at ur('s, anu the existcnce of 
rllill~ on allY particular spot, may be therefore considered as of as 
much wei:-,""ht ill determining (lI1C~liollS of this nature, as the 
cst imat e of di stances, whie-h, from b(.'ing gin·n ill figures, arc 
always liable to eorrllptioll. But" wllcn all thc~c (·ircumstances 
ncarly agree, the ('v idence mny lw rt'ct'i"ed as tllf.:' 1110st cOllc1usivc 

1I0W within our rl'al"h. 
\I\'e continlled OIl}" way il·om Let \\"('(:'11 tll(' ruins of ])c,,--'r-el 

Uamza and .J"--:iaz, still towards the north-cast, admiring, as before, 
the beauty of tli{" COlllltry 011 :tl l ~i rl cs. The prospeds arountlll~ 
lIIade us credit all tllllt llils lwen . .;aid of the ancient populousness of 
Ihis district; and while we felt the difl-icult,' , ill many in stances, of 
ident i(y ill~ anc:ipnt position'.; wit II j]1(' p<'rlt'ct COIT('S}lOlll{l'I1CC of all 
the n~fJlIisit(' data, we cOIl('eiH~d it highly probable that one place 
might ue sonlt'lillll''.; takt'll Hn' another, ill a kingdom of so confined 
an c>..ll'nt, yd !'I() tllicklY.::'I)rpau mer wit h populous towus and 
viIIH~es, and ill whidl arE' said 10 have t!Xi:-'Lcd lhreescon' cilies. '* 

At sunsd we rea('h~d the camp of the Ik .. luuins, wllom we had 
joilled on our way, antI wcre received there with tlll'ir accustomcu 
hospitality. It 'vas carried so filr in the present instance, a,,) even 
lo o{'CaSiOll a (.'OlltClltioli :lU1Ollg tIll' Arab~ thpmseJves, as to which 
of them ::;ilou1J furnish the necessary corn for our horsl:s. A lamb 
was killed for us, and all the members of the ('amp ns~embled 
around our even ing patty in thc Sheikh's tent, to entertain liS, and 
to assure us of our we!coH\C alllolig them. Our cOllversation was 
sufficiently varied; but though OHr destination for Damascus was 
spoken of, our intention to halt at Jerash was studiously cODI.'ealeu, 
and at midnight we lay down to sleep . 

• .. The son of Oeber, in Umnoth Gilead: to him pertained the towns of Juir, the 
SOll of ManllSSeh, which are in Gilead, to him also pertailled. the region ci Argoll, which 
is ill B&sh~, tllreescore gr"!at cities, with WillIs AmI brazen bars." I ,.ings, iv. IS. 



CHAPTER XX. 

FROM THE AllAn CAMP TO JEllASH. 

JANUARY 31st. We quitted our station at an early hour, aDd, after 
leaving the camp, paMed again through a rich and beautiful country. 
It was about . an hour after our first setting out that we came to 
another tor nt, in a de~ ravine, the stream of which was called 
Nahr-el-Zebeen. The ford at which we crossed .it was scarcely . 
more than ten yards wide, and here the banks were covered with 
rushes, planes, and oleanders. It appeared to' us to be only a more 
northern p ion of Zerkah or the Jabbok, which we had already 
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passed over once; but this the Arabs contradicted, though they 
said that, like Zerkah, it mingled its waters with those of the Jor
dan, and ran together with them into the Dead Sea. 

In asc~nding from the valley of this stream, and goin~ up its 
stepp northern bank, we were shown what appeared to liS to be a 
tower, with a wall and portions of' ruined edifices near. This 
place was c<'\Ucd Zebeen, and gave its name to the torrent below. 
It was sa.id to have been an old Christian settlement; but, as we 

were not permit.ted to turn aside to Nee it, we ('ould not determine 
with accuracy eitht:r its age or character. 

'\'c were here interrupted and thrown into a momentary aJarm, 
hy the pllrsuit of two horsemen, who came ~alloping over the brow 
of the hill behind us, commanding us with a loud voice, and in an 
autlloritative tone, to halt and give an ac:count of' ourse)veR. 
Though we.collsitlercd ourselves to he in a strange and almost an 
cnemy's country, we were not, howevpr, in a condition to yield to 
the menaces of so small a force. We therefore replied to their 

. challengC' in a toue equalJy. haughty with their own, and refused 
to satis(y them either from whence we had come or whither we 
were going; so that they soon desisted. from their pursuit and 
left LIS. 

In continuing our way 10 the north-cast, we still went through a 
beautifully fertile country; anu, after passing three or four ruined 
bui1dings of considerable size on the roau, we came auout ten 
o'clock into a charming valley, from whence we obtained the first 
sight of the ruins of Jerash. 

'Vc approached the remains of this city on the southern side, 
and saw, at first, a triumphal gateway, heady entire. The archi
tecture of this was not of the most chaste kind, though the ma
sonry was good. It bore a striking resemblance to the work seen 
in the ruined city of Antilloc, in Upper Egypt, on the eastern 
bank of the Nile. On each ,ide of the large central afch of this 

• No.1. in the General Plan. 
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gntcw .. y, which was witle enough for chariots, there wns a smaller 
one tor ioot-passcng(,fs, and over each of thCfSE> was an open square 
winuow. The front of' the wliole bore four columns, which w('re 
placed one 011 cach side of the smaller arched passages, and QIIC in 
each of the intervals betweeIl these and the large celltral one. 
These coJtlmll~ were of a small diameter, alld COllf>trnctco of many 
separatl' pieces of stone; their pedestals were of' a square form, 
but tall and slender; on each of' tlwse was phtc('ll a design of 
lcaves, rC~:i('lllblillg very nearly a Corinthian clipital withuut the 
volutes; on this ;Igain arose the shafL, which was plain, and com
posed of lllallY small pieces, but as all the coiumll5 \VCI'C hroken 
ncaT their tops, the erowning capitals were not seell. The pedi
ment and frie,,-E' were also de:-.troyeu. hut cnough oC the whole 
rernained to give an an'1Irate id~a of the original dl·sign. and to 
prove that the order of the architecture was l'oriutltim" ~ 

After passing through this first gatewa." we came upon t.he 
fragments of its own ruills within; but s('('ing no vCNtigcs of walls 
connected with the gat.c itself 011 eil he,r side, w,~ eonc1mk"tl that 
this was an isolated triumphal arch, plaeed here for the passage of 
some hero, on his way La the ('Ilt ranee of the city . 

. Just within this gateway, all the lefl, we Il('xt oiJscl'vcd a fine 
naumachia, for the E'x llibition of sea-fights. t This was of' an 
oblong shapc. with its southcrn cud straight, and its northern end 
of a scmit:in:ular foml. It was cOllslructed of fine masonry, smooth 
within, but having the rustic projection:; without, and being 
finished on t.he top with a large moulding, wrought in the stone. 
The channels for filling this naumachia with water were still 
visible, and the waH:, within were from six to eight feet deep, 
though level with the soil without; but as this spRce wa..<; now 
uscd. as a field on whit:h corn was actual1y growing, it is probable 
that the soil had. accumulated. progressively there, and. that the 
original d("pth was m lICit greater. 

I 
.. See the \(igncttc at the head of this chll.pter. + No.2. in the Qeneral Plan. , 
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Passing onward amid heaps of' ruined fragments, we came next 
to a second gateway, exactly. similar in design to the triumphal 
one without, but cOnlH;cted here on both sides with the wall of the 
city, to which it formed the entrance. 

Leaving the biumphal arch amI naumachia, we entered into the 
city through this its southern gate j and, o.n turning to the left, 
and passing by a raised platform of masonry, which supported the 
front of' a pcripteraI' temple t, we came into a hlrge and beautiftri 
circular colonnade, of the Ionic oruer,.snrmounted h~ an archi
trave. t ALove tll(' temple, on our left, was ~111 op('n theatre, 
facing to th£' north § i but of this, as well' as of the t~mpl(' itselt: 
we could catch but a. momcntmy glance before we were obliged to 
return to the straight path. 

We could now IH"rn'ivc a long a\'cnue of ('olumns, If'ading in a 

!.traight line.for a considerabl(' distance beyond the circular colon
nade, and appearing to mark the direction of some principal 
street that led through the whole length of the city. On entering 

.this strept. we perceived t.h~t the columns were all of the Corinthian 
order, the rang!.' on each side of the street heing ascenued to by a 
flight of steps. The proportions of the pilJ<lTf-I seemed chaste; they 
were without pedestals, and their plain shafts swelled in diameter 
from the base' towards thc centre, 8Jld then tapered away towards 
the capital. 

Passing onward through this street, nnd c!imbing ovcr huge 
masses of fallen columns and masonry, we noticed four columns 
on each side of the way, of much greater height and larger diameter 
~han the 'rest, but, like all fitif' others, supporting only an entablature, 
and probably "standing before the front of some principal edifice 
now destroyed. 

'Beyond this we came to a square, formed by the first intersection 
of this principal street by Qlle crossing it at right angles, and like 

• No. S. in the General Plan. 
t NO.5. in ditto. 

yy 

t No.4. in ditto. 
§ No.6. in dittCl' 
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it too IIpparontly once lineu on both sides by an ave-nue of columns. 
At this point of intersection were fO,ur squl.lr~ ma.<;ses of :)n1ooth 
masonry, in the nature of very large pedest~ls. These hiu] in each 
of their fronts a niche for a statue, which was cuncave at tIl(" back, 
arched at the top, and crowned there by a beautiful iim or shell 
neatly sculptured. qn the top of these large square pedestals, 
appcurclI to have OI1('C stood small Corintllian columns, the shafts 
anu <'apitals ?f which now lay scattered below, so that they might 
have been bases of pcrist,y:~s . 

• Continuing still ~nward, and passing the fragment 0 f a solid 
wall on our'left, which had forrned part of th(' front of some large 
edifice, we CRI)lC to a portion ar·s temple of a semidrcular furm, 
with four columns in front, facing the principal btrect, anu falling 
in a line with it. The spring of its half:'uomc was still remaining, 
as well as several yellow marble columlls, and a fn~~ment of a 
column of red ·gr:mite. The whole seemed to ha\'c been exec~tcd 
with peculiar care, and we t!lOught the sC'tllptul'c of its friezes, 
cornices, pC'tliments. capitals, &c., which were alLof tlie Corinthian 
order, as rich and ('haste as the works of the fir&t agcs .. ·Arouml 
the frieze of the intcrior was un insC'ription, of which we couM not 
he aHowed tihlc to take an accurate copy. 

011 a broken altar, TI('ar to tlJc ruills we ob~rved another inscrip
tion, whidl W(' werc not suffered to examine minutely, although 
we couJd makc out-the uaInC of Marcus Aurelius very distinctly 
at the bcginning of it. Beyond this again, we had temples, colon
llnties, tht"atres, arched buildings with domes, dctached groups of 
Ionic and Corinthian columns, bridges, aqueducts, and pottion~ of 
large buildings scattered here and there in our way*;-none of which" 
we could examine with any degree of attentton, from the restraint 
under wl\ich our guides had placed us. 

After -passing in this hurried way, through the greater part 'If 
t~e town"and arriving nearly at the further extreme from that at 

, Nos. R, 9, 10, 11. IS" 15, 18. of the General Plan. 
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which. we had entered it, we turned down to water our horses at a 
stream in the valley *; an.d as.scmbled our party, so as to pr~,erve 
the appearance of re!llly being passengers merely halting. by t.he 
way ~ on OUf. roa~ ro Damascus. 

'Vhile the guides and our servants were taking some refresh
ment, !\fr. Bankes and I ascl?:l1dcd to a convenient spot- when). we 
could both conceal ou~selves from the sight of passengers below j 

and whjie Mr. Bankes was employed in taking .a hasty sketch of 
the whole view as it appeared from herl£e, I caught the opportun~ty 
of throwing together the l'ccol1cctiollS of OUI: r"ute ii'onl Jerusalem 
thus far, as not a moment had yet offt;red itself from the time of 
our leaving that city, in which it would have. been safe to have 
written, or to have excited curiosity by the appearance of such 
unusual things as pen and paper. 

Having done this, Mr. Dankes made a second excursion with tlie 
guides, am(l remained to keep the impatience of the rest i. play, 
to answer questions from passengers, and to prolong our stay to 

. the last possible moment. . 
Arter this morrientary grance over these interesting and magnj

ficent ruins, we were' obliged to hurry. off in a l-otatc of mind not 
easily described; delighted and surprised uy what we had come so 
dangerous a journe-y to behold, and tormented by regret nt the 
necessity of catching a mere sight of them, and of quitting the spot, 
as we then th~ught, 1l10!t probably for ever. 

Having pas~ed the northern wall o( t~e city, which appeared 
to us to be at least a mile apart from. its .southern gate of entrance t, 
the w}Iole space between being covered with tb.e ruins of splendid 
bui1dinhtS, we ucended,a steep hill, and, in aboat a quarter of. an 
hour, came to the Neeropolis. ,",~e saw here some few grottoes 
only, but in the course of our way, we remarked nearly a hundred 
sarcophagi of stone, all of t\lem now above ground. Most of these 

No. H. of the General Plan. 
Both marked No. S. in the General Plan. , 

y y l! 
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were ornamented OIl the sides with sculptured shields; tJley were 
of oblong forms, straight at the sides and ~ds, made of a grcyJ" 
stone, and about the size of the human form in t.he hollow space, 
and from two to three inches in thickness. "lVe saw only one 
cover perfect, which was pent-roofed." and had the scctiou of a 
globe at each corner in the Roman style. 1\-la11Y of these sarco
phagi were broken, and some reversed j but all appeared to have 
been dragged up from the earth hy ioree, ~s they lay [Q heaps 
sometimeEI one on another. They were probably thought to con
tain hidden treasur'l.s, .and were thus ransaclieu by the Saracens. 

In Ollr way lip this ste~p hill, We tound Hear t.he NecropoJib, 
the I'emains of a !o.mall temple with columns, which we could' not 
turn out of our road to examine j and still £luther on) we )lOticed 
the walls and Jwellings of a village which were well-built, and 
apparently the works of II distant age. 

We.turucd round here to enjoy a last look on the splendid ruin~ 
we had left so abruptly, nnd so unwi11ingly too, and were l'har~ed 
beyond description with the magnificent .scene which it p·resenteu. 
The ('ity 5.t.anuing itsdf on a ri5.ing grou'lId, secm~d from this poilll 
of view t.o he seatcd ill the jlOllow of a gruild Rno deep valley, 
encirdeu. 011 all .. ides uy lofty mountain!' llO''V covered with verdure, 
and having part of its own plain below ill actual cLWtivation. Neal' 
to where 'Ve l-wod was the ruined village already spokell of~ aild 
on the summit. of tl\e southern hill which GQunded the view in 
that quarter, stood the modern village of Aioode, having JJ. centruJ • • 
towel' and wall~, and forming thc retreat of the husbandmen who 
till Ule grounds in .the valley'bcnc~h. The circular colonnade, 
the avenues of Ct)[;ntlliall pillars forming. the grand street: the 
southcl'U gate of entrance, the uaumachiu, and the triumphaJ arch 
beyond it, the theatreg, the temples, the aqucduct~, the Laths, a,D~ 
all the assemblage of noble buildinhJ'fi wl)ich presented their vestiges 
to the view from henc(>, seemeu .. to indicate a city built only for 
luxury, for. splendour, and for pleasure; although it was • nie,re 
colonial town in a foreign province, distant from the.capital of the 
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gl"Oj\t_~"IPire to which it b-elonged, and scarc~ly known either ill 
~ or profane history. 

It would ue in vain to attempt a pidure of the impresslon:-. 
which followed sllch a sight. We were, con~idcred by our gui.de!» 
to be in uangrr" and self-preservation pushed us on, while the 
chang,e of scenery and t.h.e occupation of the mind on the neCeSSal) 
cares 01' tbe way, served to brilTg it back to its original state of 
calm. 

We continued, from the summit of thi~ northern mountain, to 
descend grad1!-slly and passell again tbrough an interesting and 
weU-wooded c~untry, arriving in about an hour and a half at duo.' 
village of Soot~ whe!'e' our halt was fixed for the night. 

We were received here in l sort of' public room by the sheihh 
of the village, but instantly perceived the marked difference hf'
tween the ,hospitality of the Bed.ouins and t,he cultivators; for hen' 
ijot a stick of firewood was to be had without payment for it befon',;, 
hand. 

As the sun was not yet se~, we l ~t\ our guides tp manage with 
the villagers for 'our supp'lies, and walked out tor half all hmn:. 
though obliged to do even this wit.h extr~mc caution, HS all eyt':-O 
were upon us . 

. ~ village of Soof' stands on the brow of' a steep hill, on UIP 
s,,;Y. of' 8 deep ra~ine. It possesses several marks of' having been 
the site of soma more ancient and considerable town, having large 
blocks of' stone, with mouldings, sculpture, &c. worked into tht' 
modern buiklin65"j and Oll the opposite "hiU, OB t1w other side of 
t.l:\,e ravin~, are.,seen the walls \if an "difice apparently of " the HomalJ 
age. ';I')l,\!re are also_remains of'two slllall square'towers, apparent!) 
pf S.~racenic wox,k, the masonry being good, and there being loop
h'lles for ~rrows in the walls 

The town of' Soof contains from forty to fifty dwellings, and 
uearly five hundred inhabitants, including those of aU Jlges and 
both sexes, The Sheikh of it is - responsible to th~ Pasha of' 
DIIIlIUCUS, and.pays him tribute. 'J1le men are not only rigid but 
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bigoted Mohammedllns, aud of a sudy and forbidding tempe,.,..,. 
fSf as we had yet seen of them. Their grounds around are C\l1.~ 

\'ROOd.with corn, amI both the olive and the vine flourish in abund
ance, furnishing them with oil from the former, and grapes arid 
dried raisins from the latter, wine being unknown among them. ). 

_ Some women having noticed our writing, during the secr~~y of 
our wulk, circulated a report of the fact, and insisted on knowing 
what (VC were about. \Vc were fortunate in ucipg able tt? persuade 
them that we were Turks, and repeating the formula, " B'jsm iHqh, 
er Rahman cr Rahheem:' assured them that we were merely 
employed.in writing a prayer on the appearance of the new mOOD, 

after the manner of the faithful. . 
When we returned from our ramtle, we found a large party. 

assembled in the public room, and we exchanged with them t4~ 

salute 'or Islam. We w,ere not long seated, before ~ose enquiries 
began to be pressed upon us, and we felt -c\o'cr:y hour morc un~~y 
at their tendency. V-Ie sougat our. safety, however, in reserve; and 
as the party was numerous, "e contrived, arnids~ the mix~~e of 
prayers, and wrangling, and ·dispute, and imprecation, to. keep our-
selves undisc~vered. . ., . . 

j Feb"lIw'y lst. The day broke in heavy rains, and our Bedouin 
guides refused to proceed, as the horses were_ already wearied, Mld 
shelter could not always be commanded all the .road. The desire 
of Mr, nankes and myself to revisit the ruins of Jerash was equally 
stron~; Rnd since all our endeavours were not sufficient to pr~.vail 
on our guides to IJfave the weather, we determined onB~a1lng,to 
the nlins in the interval, at aU risks .,hich it might·io.v01ve~ ~ 

.As it was impo&sible, however, to· absent .ourselves ~om so 
enquiring jj. company without being- noticed, some motive. W88. 

necessary to be assigned, and it luckily happened that Qne reaUx' 
presented itself of sufficient force to be admitted. On the preced-. 
iog day, while writing the notes of our r~ute from Jerusalem . to 
Jer •• h, beneath a rock, I had left a knife behind me, and it wa. 
professedly u!lder the hope 'of findio/( this that we .aet out on .foot 
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t6'go a journey of two "fu11 hours over a steep and ruggea road, and 
aIrt:M' a heuyy rain, which t.hreatened long continuance. 

We were accompanied byonc of our guides only, to whom a 
pair of' boots was promised for his pains, and by a man of the 
village with his musket, to whom half a dollar was to be given at 
hi's return. We were wet through, as might IHlve been expected, 
long before we reached the spot; but the grand vi~w of Geraza, 
from the northern heights which overlooked its" splendid ruins, was 
even in 'the mist that half obScured them, sufficient of itse/f ,to 

repay our toils. 
'Ve descended now by another road, to avom passmg Imme

diately"through the site of the city, keeping on its" western edge, 
and passed there an extension of the Necropolis, through which we 
liad gone on the preceding day j the' form, the size, and the 
sculptured J~)rnarrents of the sarcophagi, were still the snme, and 
there were certai,nly more than fifty of them now above the 
gtound. They lay together in heaps, and seemed, like the rest, to 
have'ileen iirag~d up fr9!O the earth with violence, as many of 
them were "broken, and others .reversed. ". . 
" Notwithstanding the violence of' the rains, which had redueed 

the parched earth to a state of mud, and rendered the ploughed 
lands almost impassable-, the peasantry were all out, either at the 
plough or scattering seeu, the labour of husbandry being already 
too much retarded by,the late long drought to admit of an hour 
being lost. This was most unfortunate for us, as we . necessarily 
passed seVeral of them, and attracted the morc notice from being 
on fool itt liuch unseasonable weather. 

,At length wf! reacbed tbe back of the southern theatre. and 
descending into~it by one of the regular doors, sought a niom~t's 
Sb'elter and repo~e in the covered passage which led to the-seats. 
Even here. we were v.isited by one of the old peasants from the 
fields. who insisted that we were come to take away the hidden 
treasures of the genihvho had built these ' palaces and ""stIes. We 
replied. that, ol.ing·on·our way 'from Egypt to Constantinople, we 
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were desirous of carrying to the Sultan, (wnom all the fall-"" 
reverenced as the head of Islam,) some account of RO wonde 
place as Jerash, of which he had never yet heard; and we begged 
that he, as a true Mohammedan, would iDlplore the blessing of Goa 
upon our labours. The man was rather confounded than satisfied, 
and soon began to grow impatient; but we contrived to bribe him 
,to stay, fearirJg that, by leaving· us, he might cdmmunicate our 
being here to his fellows, and occasi our further interruption: 
. Mr. Bankes no ·'Prepared to dra om hence a vie r the ·in-
terior of ti theatre, including chiefly its front ' and' see ,bemg 
completely' sheltered from the rain, as well as from sight, y the 
arched covering of the passage under which he st~od; and' in t 
meantime J employed myself in m suring the principtil fea 
of t is building, in laying down, by compass, from an erlook 

, eminence, the relative .positions of the principal ed'if1:es, a 
'forming as accurate- a ground-plan of tbe whole a8 the ti ravon 
circumstances of the moment would admit. 
, When Mr. Bankes had fini hed hi, .dni eng t11 
became ill)patien return to , tb thi doe e 
treasure opened. The raip still continued with increasing viol nee, 
and nothing could be set on paper without being' under the 'sh Iter 
a some portion 'of building, as even our inner c10thes were as wet 
as our outer ones, and nothing could be done under them. 

We set out together, however, from the theatre to the southern 
gate of entrance, and paced the whole of the way from thence to 
the northm gate and wall, examinin cursorily, all tb buildings 
in t way, and fOrming from it" ground plan ~rateJ 

t. 88 well as colIecting the following observat" D 

re on the city itsel£ 

" 
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ruined arched builning on the south 01 the first entrMre. to the 
small temple on the north of the opposite one. is about five 
tho~sand feet, as measured by paces, or nearly an English mile. 
The general direction of this square is, with its sides, nearly to
wards the four cardinal points; bqt none of these sides are per
fectly straight, probably from the inequality of the ground along 
which they run. 

The city stood on thE' facing slopes of two opposite hills, with In 

narrow but not a deep valley between them, through which ran a 
d ear stream of water springing from fountains near the centre of 
the town, and benrling its way thence to the southward. 

The eastern hill, though rather more extensive in its surface than 
. the western one, rises with a steeper slope, and is consequently 
not so weB fitted for huilding on. 'Vc found it . covered with 
shapeless heaps of rubbish, evidently the wreck of h<luses, as the 
walls of some of them were still visible; but as neither coluqms 
nor other vestiges of ornamental building were to be seen among 
t~ese, we concluded that this portion of the city, was chiefly inha
bited by the lower ordef' of the people: 

The whole surface of the western hill is covered with temples, 
theatres, colonnarles, and ornamental architecture, and was no doubt 
occupied by the morc dignified and noble of the citizens. The 
general plan of the whole was evidently the work of one founder, 
and must have been sketched out before the Roman city, as we 
now see it in its ruins, bpgan to be bui1t. The Wang of the city 
were as nearly equal in length, and faced as nearly to the lour C&r* 
dinal points as th. nature of the ground would admit. 

The eastern portion was chosen for the residence of the great 
mass of the people; first, from its being of more extensive surface; 
and next, from its being less adapted to the erection of fine build, 
ings, or the production of architectural effect. The western per_ 
tion was devoted purely to the grandeur of display and decol'tltion, 
and the regularity of its arrangement is no less striking thaa ' the 
number of splendid ~ditice. crowded together in 80 small a space, 
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One straight and spacious street extends through the whole 
length of the city, from north to south, ending at the gates of these 
respective quarters, there being only these two now remaining; 
nor are there, indeed, any conclusive appearances of there ever 
having been uny other than these two entrances into the city. 

This main street is intersected, at nearly equal distances of one 
fourth of its length from each gate, by two other streets, which 
cross it at right angles, and extend through the whole breadth 
of this western portion of the city,. the point of intersection in 
each being ornamented with a puolic square. 

From each of these intersections to their respectivc1y nearest 
gate, the order of architecturp that prevailed was IOllic; but in 
the central space, between these intersections, and including a 
length equal to half that of the whole city, the predominant order 
was Corinthian. 

In the centre, or nearly S0, of this central space was anoble palace, 
probably the residence of the Governor, with a beautiful Corinthian 
temple in front, and another more ruined one behind, in right lines . . 
with it j IOld the semicircuTar recess of a still more highlywfinished 
"'temple beside it. In a line with these ("clifices, and on the east of 
them, was a bridge crossing the small stream in the vaHey. In a 
lipe with the first or southern street of intersection was another 
bridge, and nep,rJy in a line with the northern street, and also on 
the east of it, was a very extensive bath. 

Just within the southern gate of entrance, was a peripteral 
temple, a circular colonnade, and a theatre j and just within the 
northern gate of entrance waS also a theatre, a temple, and a mi.
litary guard-house.' Both the principal .treet extendipg the whole 
length of the city, and those which crossed it and ran through it. 
breadth, were lined by avenues of columns extending in one un~ 
broken range on each side, and ascended to by steps. 

T.bere were also other edifices scattered in different parts of 
the <;ity. wbich will be seen in examining tJu, plan; but the who.1e 

z z 2 
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was remarkable for the regularity and taste of its design, no less 
than for its able and perfect execution. 

Between those two hills on which the whole city thus stood, was 
the narrow valley bet<>re mentioned. At its upper or nor-them 
end it became so confined as to constitute a difficult pass j and.t 
was near to this part that the military guard-house stood to com
mand it. Below this, ~o the southward, was a large Corinthian 
temple on the plain; still farther down in this valley, or near the 
centre of its whole enclosed length, ' was the source of a beauti
fully clear spring, around which had been erected fountains anu 
other appropriate works. Still to the south of this, was another 
large bath, consisting of many apartments, and having many 
fallen columns near it; and almost opposite to this were the bridge 
before spoken of: and an aqueduct which crossed the stream on 
arches. The stream then pursued its course to the southward, 
until it passed beneath the city walls there, and folTowed nA-.:-r_ 

wards the general directjoll of the vaHcy. 
Such were the outline features of this interesting city; but it 

• will be perhaps worth a more minute' description. This can be 
best made by following up the order in which the edifices pre
sented themselves to us on our first. visit j and this, too, wiJI 
furnish just occasion to preserve the first impressions which tqe 
sigl1t of thel'e edifices respectively made, correcteP" when neces
sary, by those of our subsequent examination. 

The outer or southernmost building was unquestionably a trium
phal arch *, and, as such, stood quite unconnected with any wall, 
and lay in the direct line to the city-gate, for the passage of proc .... 
sions through it on approaching tbe city from tbe southward. 
The style of ii. architecture has been already particularly detailed ; 
the whole length of it. front is forty paces, or about eighty feet. t 

• No. l. of the General Plan. 
t The measurements were aU made by short paces, and these were found, on taking 

nn average of one hundred of tllem, to be about two English feet eacb. 
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It consists of three arched passages, the central one of which is 
about thirty feet in height within, and twenty feet broad; and 
the two side ones about twenty feet in height, and ten feet broad ; 
the length of all the passages being the same, and measuring 
about twenty feet, so that the central one is a square below, and 
the side ones of an oblong form. 

In a direction of S. by W. froln this triumphal arch, and at the 
distance of about three hundred yards, are the remains of a ruined 
building, of which nothing is now seen but some portions of ex
cellent masonry, and arches of the Roman form. Sufficient of 
the edifice does not remain, however, to decide on its nature or 
its origi.al use. 

To the S. S. E., at about one hundred and fifty yards' distance 
from the triumphal arch, and beyond the limits of the plan, are 
about twenty sepu1chral caves he,!'n .down in "the rock. They are 
now open and uestitute of sarcophagi within, though some of these 
are found on the outside, dragged from their original silence, and 
violated, broken, and destroyed. Th,-:se sepulchral caves are seen 
on the brows ofl.,oth the hills here, with the stream of water and 
the valley between them, and facing respectively to the eastward 
and to the westward. Those which are on the eastern hill are near 
the very edge of the low cliff there, and face toward the west; 
but these are mostly broken and injured by their exposed situation. 

Those on the western hill are more perfect, the passage into 
them heing cut obliquely down through the earth on a gentler 
slope. Some of these caverns are large within, but all are of rude 
workmanship; several of them have b~en recently used for dwel
lings, or places of temporary shelter, as small fences and marks of 
fire-places l'emain to be seen. 

The small ruined building which is within the triumphal arch 
on the E. N. E., i$ of 8 square form, and has some few shafts of 
columns near it, .both erect and fallen; but it presents nothing 
remarkable in i~s constructio.n, nor is ~ts original use easily con
j"l'tured. 
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The naumachia is about seven hundred feei in length, and three 
hundred in breadth, preserving nearly an oblong form: * At the 
southern or lower end the wall is straight, and at right angles with 
the sides; but at the northern, or upper end. the form is semi
circular. The depth now visible below the upper edge of the 
masonry, which is itself level with the soil without and around it, 
is about eight feet; but as there has been, for many ages, an accu
mulation of' soil, by the yearly deposit of water and deca,Y of 
vegetable mattcr in this reservoir, there is now a cultivated piece 
of ground within it. . The masonry of the sides of this nauma
chia is of the most uniform and cxccllcul kind; the inner face is 
smooth, and the outcr, or that presented to the soil behintl it, prc
serves the projections of the rustic manner. The upper edge is 
neatly finished with a moulding, but there arc no appearances of 
seats or benches for'the specta~ors, who must therefore have wit
nessed the exhibition from one common level above .• 

The two channels for fillillg it with water arc still perfect, ~nd 
led into it from about equal distances on the eastern side, as 
marked in the plan. Above that part of the city ;'all under which 
the stream runs, and where the waH makes an c1bow to laU into 
a line with t he city-gate, one hranch of the stream is carried over 
the brow of the western hill, to conduct a portion of the waters 
to the channels for filling the naumachia ; Ilnd another continues 
along the side of the same western hill, going to the southward for 
some purpose that we did not trace; while the main body of the 
streanl runs in the valley below, descending progressively to a 
deeper bed: But these t,,:o channels, which here lead to separate 
destinations, unite only from the arched aqueduct, a little south
ward of the bridge, running from thence along the side of the 
western hill, and preserving its original level; while the bed of. 
the valley gradually slopes downward to the south. On the brow 
of the opposite or eastern hill, still without the walls of the town, 

• No. i. of the General Plan. 
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is seen also 8 channel which' 'conveys water, even at the present 
time, to some part more southerly, which we did not however 
trace to its end. 

The intention of placing this naumachia immediately within the 
triumphal arch, and exactly in the line of march from thence to 
the principal entrance of the city, was perhaps for the exhibition 
of some naval shows, illustrative of the exploits of the person ho
noured with the triumph, and for whom both the arch and the 
naumachia were probably expressly constructed. It is easy to 
suppose that it might ha,'e been ;:l triumph given to some hero 
who had distinguished himself·jn a battle on the sea of Galilee or 
the lake of Tiberias, since there were many sea-fights there 
between the Jews and the Romans; but the details of the history 
of this city are so scanty, that no particular instance of such 
triumph is fnown to me as being-oil recoru. 

It may be observed, that the building here assumed to be a nau
machia could not have been a circus, or a hippodromus: first, be
causp. jt is evide~t1y too m,lIch sunk beyond the common level for 
such a place; next, uecaus(~ water could not have bcen necessar'y 
to·be suppliod to it in streams by aquetluctfo:i, if this were the pur
pose to which it was applied; and, lastly, because there is no 
visible appearance in any part of it, though its waH is s~ill perfect 
aU around, of any place of dcscent for either horses or chariots, or 
even of steps for the descent of footmen. 

To the Dorth-west of the naumachia, on a higher part of the 
hill, . distant from two to three hundred yards, and beyond the 
limits of the plan, are a great 'number of sarcophagi, reversed, 
broken, and scattered about, but evidently not far from their 
original place, so that one of the portions of the necropolis of this 
city mu.t have been here. These sarcophagi are all of the black 
basaltic' stone, and Inostly sculptured with Roman devices; but 
among them there ar'e none remarkable for superior elegimce in 
their exeCution. 
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In a direction of N. N. W. fr<iln the uaumachia, also on the 
hill, and still without the city-walls, are the rcmains o~ 8 Corin~ 

thisn work, which offered nothing remarkable jn its construction; 
and this completed all that fell within our notice on the out.ide 
of the city to the .south of it. " 

On" entering the city itself, by its southern gate, the passage i. 
difficult, from the gateway being buried in its own ruins. EBOUgh 
of it remains, however, to show the general design of three "arched 
passages, as in the triulllphal arch without; and the order of archi
tecture in both is the same. The walls of the city are here plainly 
to be traced, connected with the gate on both sides. going from it 
upward on the west over the rising ground, and descending from 
it on the east to go down over the brow of the hilI, and lastly 
ascending from thence over the steep slope of the opposite or 
eastern hill. 

On passing within this 8Rte, the attention is suddenly arr~ted 
by the beautiful group of buildings which appear on the left, con
sisting of a l>eripteral temple, a theatre, and a circular co1onnade. 
From the suddenness of the charm whi~h this produces on the ~ 
holder, the actual deviation from a right line is not at all perceived, 
nor were we even aware of such ell irregularity, until the relative 
positions and bearings of every object came to be set down on 
paper, in the delineation of the general plan. The spectator walko 
forward, unconscious of such a deviation; and this musion, which 
at first is principally caused by the .plendour of the whQle view, i. 
considerably ....,;.ted by the front wall of the platform ofma.omy, 
built to support the foundations of the peripteral temple ahove it, 
and partly, perhaps, to aid the effect. As this wall i. "perfe<:tly 
parallel with the direction of the line of movement in "going 
toward the colonnade, and the view i. directed to the centre of 
this great circle, the deception is completed on arriving there by a 
magnificent prospect of the principal street, which i. lined by a 
continued aven ue of column., extending to the opposite gate of 
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the city on the 1lOlth.'. Nothingicould be more ingenious than this 
contrjvance to hide an irregularity of plan. The nature of the 
ground seems not to have admitted the placing the gates of the 
city immediately opposite to each other, and having the street 
betweeh them in a right line; but this defect is so happily veiled, 
that, I believe, many persons might enter it at one end, and quit 
it at the other, without at all perceiving it. 

Tb ... peripteral temple, which is the lirst building on entering 
the city from the south, stands on very elcv~ ground, and seems 
almoit to hang on the brow of the hill. To support its founds- . 
tions, and to extend the level space in front of it, a long pier of 
masonry has been constructed, which forms a sort of' platform be
fore the euifice, and on this is seen a small square building, with 
fragments of arched-work near it, the use of which is not 
apparent. t . 

The form of this temple is an oblong 'IIIuare, the Iront of which 
fi,ces exactly E. by N. by compass. At this front stood a noble 
portico, forIped ~Y a double row of eight columns. Around the 
rest oft-he edifice was a sin'gle row of similar"columns, eleven in 
number, on each side. In each side-wall,) about half way up its 
height, were nine niches, answering to the interval~ formed by the 
intercolumniation of the surrounding colonnade j and , sevt!n of 
these nine were still perfect. Whether they were intended to or .. 
nament the waH, or to contain statues, did not appear; but they 
presented nothing remarkable in their design. The masonry was 
everywhere smooth, and the outer frieze and corniqe of the build_ 
ing was quite plain. 

A similarlYI ingenioUio arrangement, for conc~ing a deviation from a right line, 
i! found in the beautiful temple of Philoe, at the Cataracts of the Nile, as is well de-
linetlted and illustrated by Denon, in his plans of the edifices on that island; and at 
Pahuym too, thoSe accurate observers, Messrs. Wood and Dawkins, noticed a gate-way 
which wu 10 contrived, as thllt the two fronts faced at ri(rht angles with the respective 
streets which led from them. though these streets were not in one right line, as may be 
aeeo in their mperb drawings and plans of the ruins there. 

t .No .•. oI'the a..-!·Plan. 
s .. 
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arranged in two divisions, now visible above ground, and those 
contain each fifteen rows of benches; but there is great reason 
to believe, from the accumulation of rubbish in the arena, that 
another similar division of seats is now hidden beneath it. These 
di,'isioos were separated by a space for walking, formed by an 
interval equal to the breadth of two range'b: of seats, and this space 
facilitated the passage of the spectators from one part of the 
theatre to the other. The lowermost of the two divisions now 
visible, was intersected by three flights of steps, in the form of 
rays, and placed at equal distances, the central one running up the 
whole height of both divisions, with a break at the passage 
between them j and the two others ending at that passage, with
out being continued in the same line above it. The upper divi
sion had, however, seven such flights of cunei, as they were called j 
the central one forming a continuation of that below, and being 
wider than tile others, with a low balustrade on each side j ana the 
other flights similar to the two smaller ones in the lower division, 
and placed three on each side at equal intervals. 

Ente'ring upOil thi<.J platform of separation between the two 
divisions of benches described, wllich plat~orm is just four feet in 
breadth, there nre fOllr door-ways, about e(luiulstant from the ends 
of the semicircle, from the central flight of steps, and from each 
other. These doors were the terminations of arched passages run
ning through the theatre, and going beneath the upper seats, as 
they led inward from the outer part of the semicircular wall. It 
was by these pAssages that the audience entered from without; 
~Dd on coming upon this platform they could walk conveniently 
along it, until they were opposite to any particular part of the 
theatre desired, and either ascend to the higher or descend on the 
lower division of seats by the flights of steps already mentioned. 
For the aacent there were, as will be seen in the plan, seveu dis
tillct Bights, while for the descent there were but three. The 
audience had, therefore, never occasion to pass through the arena, 

SA \1 
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ttl' open central space below, nor in any way to approach near to 
the stage. 

The interior of the closed front, or scene, presented a great rich
ness of eirect, from the lavish decoration and profusion of archi
tectural ornament which was displayed there. The order observed 
throughout was Corinth fan. The accumulation of rubbish, added 
to the fallen fragments of its own ruins, has occasioned the pave
ment of the stage to be entirely covered; and even the door-ways 
are some of them buried nearly up to their architraves. But stiJ) 
enough is seen to trace the design of the whole. 

In this scene there aTC three doors, placed at about equal dis
tances from each other, and from the angles of the'building in 
front. The central door is square ~t the head, and is the largest 
of the three; the two others, one on each side of it, arc arched. 
There are four niches placed, one between and one on the sides of 
each of the three doors. The two nearest the anglcs·ofthe build-
ing have triangular pediments, Rnd are highly ornamented. '-

A range of columns extends along the interior of the front, or 
facing toward the audience j and, with' referencJ to them. "behind 
the stage, or between j the stage and the scene. The interco
lumniation of these is irregular, from their being made to Iea,'c 
tIle interval, opposite the iront doors, dear. Thcy arc, therefore, 
disposed in four divisions, of four pillars each. Tllese cover the 
space of wall in which the niches are; the niches" being seen 
through the intercolumniation of the two centr.l pillars of each. 
Behind each of these rows of four pillars, are four pilasters, corre
sponding in order, size, and position, and placed, }ike the columns" 
two beside each niche. In addition to this, there is, on both sides 
or each of the three front doors, a smaller Corinthian column, 
standing in a sort of recess. Some o~ th~se columns do not want 
much of their full proportion of height, as measured by their 
diameters; though the doors beside which they stand are, as was 
before said, buried nearly up to their architraves. These, at first 
sil!ht. produced the impression that the architect had observed, in 
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this scene, what is .called order upon order, or the erection of a 
story of one order of architecture over another of a different one. 
There were no other appearances that corroborated or confirmed 
this suspicion, however, 80 that the pedestals on which these 
columns s$Ood must either have been unusually high, or they rose· 
from a .8u~basement, or sOmething 'similar, beneath. It would 
have baen an interesting task, h..d we possessed the means, and 
time to etrect it, to have cleared away the whole of the rubbish 
down to the very pavement of the stage. It occurred '.to Mr. 
Bankes, that, notwithstanding the ruin of some parts of this 
edifice, it was, perhaps, on the whole, the most perfect Roman 
theatre now remaining in the world. He had himself seen an 
those of Italy; and in Greec.? we know how much they are de
stroyed; and he rem~mbered none so perfect as this, more parti
cularly as to these most interesting pllrts, its stage and scene. The 
complete examination of this would, therefore, have th~own much 
light on the nature of such structures among the Romans, !lnd 
would have helped us to understand more, perhaps, of their stage 

. management, of'scenery, 'entrance, exit, &0. than we now kn.ow. 
We even thought it probable, thul some of the statues which once
filled the niches above, might be found hi a tolerably perfect state 
on clearing away this rubbish; as if we sought out causes to 
encrease our regret, at not being able to put our desires into exe
cution. We drew hack often to look upon the whole, admiring 
the rich decorations of the Corinthian order, displayed in all its 
'pomp on thi. small, but high! Y finished work. 

Besides the doors of the front, there were alao two large~ side
doors. that , led .. l:lirectly llpon the otage from without; used, pro
bably; for the entrance and exit of the actors, during the exhibition 
of the play. , Th .... d.,.,.. were more spacious, and coarser in their 
colltltruction. than the others, and the passages over them were 
1il'Ched., ' ,TMre _ . yet two other doors, which led from an 
nMked pa'""'!l"' thI$ went rouod uoder the lower seat. of the 
th~, into the ~ _tral apa<:e, ,or arena; and we conceived 
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that it was here the actors themselves made their first entry, 
coming by this arched passage from some general room of prepar
ation on each side, and passing immediately on the stage. The 
musicians, and others .concerned in the shows, migbt, perhaps, have 
entered here: for it is observed of ancient theatres, that .there were 
two kinds of doors; the one leu to tbe' open air, the other WaS for 
going into or coming out of tbe cloisters, that those wi.win tbe 
theatres might not be thereby disturbed; but out of one gallery 
there went an inward passage, divided into partitions, also, which 
led into another gallery, to give room to the combatants anu to 
the musicians to go out, as occasion required. '* 

The theatre was entirely open above, nor were there any Rppear· 
anees of it. ever having been roofe<!. It faced towarus the north, 
probably that the audience might be thus shaded from _ southern 
sun, and might receive the cool breezes which usually blow from 
that quarter; two luxuries worthy of being obtained by every pos
sible means, in a climate so warm as this is during the greater 
part of the year. 

So.little appears to zem_in of any andent descriptions of these 
edifices, that one may be forgiven for an attempt to supply that 
deficiency, by minute details of such teatureij of them as we find 
in their ruins, and by a comparison of what we obsenTed here, 
with the accounts given us of similar structures in other places, 
In this task it may be permitted to use the inform&Uon contained in 
an obscure, but higbly interesting, and, we may oay, learned paper. 
ill;ertcd originally in the Gentleman's Magazine, but -with<»!t .a 
name: t This ingenious writer observes, that ancient authors have 
treated of the construction of theatres but op8curely .... d , imper
fectly. Vitruvius haa given U8 no account, either of their dimen-

,. J()~phus, in hiJo account of the B.B.nation of Caius. at a theatre in Roaae, 
Ant. J ull, I. lUX. C. 1. I>. 1 S. , 

t Sec the o;clection of curious articles from this work, as recommended to the 
editor originally by the celebrated Gibbon, and Jince publOlted' in foUr v~~ 
octavo. ,voLi. p.201. 
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sions, or of the Dumber of their principal and constituting parts, 
presuming, I suppose, that they had been' well enough known, or 
could never have perished. Among the more modern writers, 
the learned Scaliger has omitted the most essential parts; and the 
citations of Bullingeru. from Hesychius, Eustathius, Suidas, and 
others, throw but an imperf~ct light on the real construction 
of ancient theatres. In the description of the first Athenian 
theatre, dedicated to Bacchus, and built by the famous architect, 
Philos, in the time of Pericles, it is said that the diameter was 
just one hundred Athenian feet, and that from thence it derived its 
name of Hecatompedon. 

We see, therefore, that this thp.atre of Geraza was of larger di
men.ions than that of Bacchus at Athens, notwithstanding that this 
last, the ruins of which, upwards of two centuries ago, were mea
sured by Mons. de la Guilatiere, was then considered to be a 
monument of ancient magnificence worthy of being preserved. In 
the theatre at Athens, there was a part of the area, which compre
hended fourteen feet of the diameter, that did not belong precisely 

. to the 'theatre, b~ing behin'd the scene; whereas, in this at Geraza, 
the breadth 'of the scene itself is a hundrell and twenty feet from 
east to west, ':Vithout any deduction; and 'the distance hetween the 
lowest range of seats, now above the rubbish, and the central door 
of that scene, is eighty feet; the remaining part of tire seats, in 
thickness, making more than the remaining twenty feet; so that 
there is, therefore, one hundred feet full and complete within the 
""""e, whichev81' way its diameter be taken. 

Of the Athenian edifice it i. 'said, the theatre itself waa separated 
into two' principal ,divisions, ODe for tbe spectators, and the other 
filr · the repreilentat.i""L . The parts designed fur the spectators 
.. ere the conUtra, which the Romans called arena; the rows 
or' benches,. the"iittIe stain, and the gallery; called aroyl. The 
paris appropriated to tlte actol'll, were, the archatm, the lcgeon, or 
a,ts:II1'e"t!ae'''_Ni_, ·tIld the acene. In that part of the edifice 
IIiJotted to ·,the IIPI_n, were' twenty-four . row. of Seats, or 
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benches, .scending gradually one above the other, III\d proceeding 
round the cooUtra, or arena, in an arch of a circle to the stage, 
which tbe Greeks called proscenicn. These benches were distin
guish~ eight a~d eight, by three corridors, Of passages, 'which 
were called diazoma. They were of the same figure with the rows 
of seats, anJ. were contrived for the passage ot: the spectators 
from on~ story to another, without incommoding those WIlD were 
already placed. For the same conveniellce, there were stairs that 
passeu from one corridor to another, across the several rows; and 
near those stairs there were doors, by which the people entered 
from the galleries on the outside, and took their places according. 
to their rank and distinction. The best places were in the middle 
division, containing eig,ht rows of "eats, between the eighth and 
seventeenth; this division was called boulcuticon, and designed for 
the magistrates; the other rows were called ephebicon, and were 
for the citizens after they were eighteen years of age." 

This description would have answered, with scarcely imy vanatlon, 
for the theatre at Geraza, as well as for that of Bacchus at Athens; 
and this being the Srst that was erected in th~t cradle of Sne 
architecture, it will follow that the Romans, whose country of 
the Decapolis was a coJony of their empire, had as yet made 'no 
deviation from the pure taste and chaste proportio~ of their pri
mitive Greel< models, in the construction of their theatres at 
Jea3t. 

The conistra, or arena, the benches, the stairs, and the gallery, 
called the circy., which was the uppeP range of all, still remained 
perfect here; but the ,""",eBlra, t.he logoon, or thy",e/e, anu the pro'_ 
cenion, or .tage, were hidden beneath the fallen fragmerit. of the 
upper part of the scene, in which, 8S before described," even .ita 
own doors were nearly buried. We aee here, however, 'that .. 
there were appeanmces of a third division of benches beiDg ahO 
burie,\ beneath th .. e fallen fragments, the number of t~ 
divisions would then be three, aa in tbe theatre Gf Baeehua; ....... 
the doo;" from without all led intO die C<>7T'idw, ordi&cmlos, j<Iit 
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ab~ve the central division, it was eqmilly probable that this 
. . 

division formed the bou/cutico" for the people of rank and dis-
tinction; and that the upper and lower div~ions, which were not 
so easy of Access~ were the rphebicon f()r the citizens generaHy. 

In the theatre of Ba"chus, the whole number of the benches 
containea only twenty-four rowo, in three divisions of eight ·~ach. 
At Geraza tlIere were thirty TOWS, in two of' fifteen each, now 
visible above the rubbish, which, as it covered the arena and the 
doors of tbe scene nearly up to their architraves, no doubt hid be
neath it another division of probably several ranges of seats, so 
that the numb~r of su~h ranges was greater considera.bly than in 
that at Athens. 

The height of those rows of benches in the theatre of l\acchus 
is said to have h een thirteen incites; and their breadth about 
twenty-two ilichcs; the Jowest bench was near four feet high from 
the level of the floor; the height and breadth of tile corridors and 
passages was doub]e the height and breadth of the benches. . The 
·sides of the stairs~assing frpm the body of the edific~ towards the 
stage, were not par:tllel, for the spac~ betwixt them grew sharper 
as they came near the coniiltra or arena, and etlJed in the figure of . 
a wedge, whence. the Romans called them cunci. To prevent the 
falling down of the rain upon those steps, there were penthouses 
set up to carry off the water. 

The height of each of the ro;."s of benches in the theatre tlcre, was 
just three spans,.or about two feet, nearly double the height of those 
in the theatre of Bacchus. As we sat on them ourselves for trial, 

. we found this, however, a very convenient height. particularly as 
the back was· not supp'!rted. Our feet had just sufficient repose to 
keep the body at ""se, when in an erect posture, without lounging. 
The height of thirteen inches, ,if that was the standard used by 
~hilos, 'Seems too low, as this of twenty-four may be thought 
perhaps too nigh, for comfort. Those of the great Roman Amphi
iheatre at Nismes, conltructed in the age of Ailtoninw Pius, and 
capable of holding twenty thousand spectators, are said to have 

3B 
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been from eighteen to tWenty-tw~ illch'es high, which is a rqedium 
between those of Athens an'd of Gernza, and the ]owest of those 
numbers is about theemand~rd at present given to our c11airs and 
domestic seats; though I think the seats of our theatres are n('ar~r 
the Athenian measure, but even these arc sliB ahove it. The 

, . 
breadth of the seats at Geraza was exactly the same as their height, 
or thrC:'c spans j and each row was neatly finished in front hy a 
rounded moulding~ cut out of the same stone as formed the 
benches, and .dding both to th~ beauty of tlw edifice and to, the 
comfort of the audience ill sitting. The ranges of scats continued 
all around th(' scmicirdc, without being intfrrupted. by any &pccie:-. 
of division throughout tlwir whole length, gave' a simple grapueur 
to the effect produced by these unbroken swpcps of the circ1e, 
rising in continued succession onc aboyc another. The blocks of 
the benches were mueh longer than th" breadth ncc~:,>sary for one 
person, so that the space for on(' individual s('at was in 110 way 
defilled. Mr. Bankes thought that 'h(' had seen Greek lettcrs 
engraved on them, and conjectured that they n:t;:.Jh~ hm'c served as 
numbers; but after a very careful examination this did not appear 
to me to be the case, and it is mo!oot probable that they might 
hsye been some of the arbitrary signs of the workmen for their 
guidance in the succession of th'c block!oo, as such signs are very 
·commonly seen in ancient Roman masonry. 

The height and breadth of the rm;ridor.< or diazoma were greater 
also at Geraza than at Athens, as those were exactly double the 
height and ureadth of the benches; but these were four paces, or 
about eight reet broad, and of a sufficient height to admit of'the 
doors of ('ntrance being at least six feet high, which ought to have 
been the case· too at Athens, one would think, as these doors 
occupi.d exactly the ,arne place there. ' The· flight, of ,tairs de~ 
.cended here from the body of the theatre towards the .. tage i,n 
exactly the same way as in the t~atre of Bacchu'., the space 
between them growin~ uarrower as they approached the con;,era o~ 
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arena, and cnding in the figure of a wedge, which gave to them 
their Roman name of cunei. But there were no appearances of 
there ever haviJ;Jg been a p,enthouse over these to carry off the rain, . 
though this is nearly as wet a climate as that of Greece, in its 
seasons. of .the e~rly and. the latter rains,. The only thing we re
marked in these was, that the l'cntral flight was broader t118n the 
others, and went in a strait li~c from the hottom of the benches to 
the top; and that the others were aU very narrow, but easy of 
ascent, the height of each stl"P s'ceming to be not above a span or 
eight inches. 

Above the upper corridor, ill the theatre of Bacl'h,us, there w,as 
a gallery, calJed, circHH, for the wtmwn, where those who were in
famous or irregul~r in their lives were not permitted to cnter. At 
the very top of the theatre here, or above the uppermost row of 
ben'chcs, was ~ broad walk, which might rather be calle(l the upper 
corridor itself than ut g!lllel'Y above it; so that it was not quite 
evislcllt that there was a circys here Jor the exclusive accomDlod
fltion of womeu, ~lder the ~aJutary regttlations mentioned. . 

The Athenian theatre, it is ~aid, was not so capacious as that 
which was built in Home by l\farcus Scau).'us, the lEdile; for, in 
that, there was room f~r se\rcnty-nine thousand persons j in this, 
there was room for six thousand only. 

It is observed, that it cou.ld not contain Jess; for the suffrages of 
the people were taken in it, and by the Athenian laws si~ thousand 
suffrages were requisite to make ~ decree of the people authentic . 

. As the dimensions of the theatre o( Geraza, as well as the number 
of its row:s of scats, is greater than that of Bacch.us, it follows that 
it )Vould accommodQ.te a greater number of spectato,s. 

'An author of ch .... acter, who wrote .. book d,escriptiye of tb~ 
remains of ancient ' art at Nism.es, ill ca1sulating the nuplber of 
pos~ible .pec.tator8 that' the amphitheatre of Antoninu. Pius, at 
tlJ:~,pl'l"e, J,f&S taRaqie of holding, allowed a sp,!ce of'twenty inches 
to "'ICh person, Seventeen, however, were thought sufficient by 

3 B 2 
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the /{cntlcman who furnishes this information·; and he suggests, 
I think with great plausibility, that in crowded assemblies tourteen 
inches is as much space 88 each persoh, on an a,-eragc, separately 
occupies. Those who are curious in such matters, nlight easily 
make t~e calculation to ~.nicety, having the dimensi9ns. of the 
building and the space for an individual already given. From a 
rough estimate of my own,. the two, divisions, or thirty rows of 
seats now above the rubbish, would hold six thousand seven 
hundred and fifty j so that, on the whole, eight thousand might be 
within the number it would ('ontain wht'n perfect. Eveu this is, I 
b~li€'vc, a mpch greater number than the largest theatre. now 
existing would hold; as it was said, when tllis, account of the 
amphitheatre at Nisrnes was mitten, tlmt the ' largest theatre in 
Europe, which was then the:.' Opera House at Paris, did not coutain 
even three thousand. 

Of all that part of the theatre which bel.o~ed to tile actors".nd 
its arrangement into the orchestra, the to~con or ih;1pnelc, and Jhc 
p"o!lcenion or Biage, we could observe P?thing hErtc to assist a com
parison, as all tm!:! part which occupied the arcna was now covered 
with ruini. The scene, however, which is defined to be " the 
columns and ornaments in architecture, raised from the foundation 
af1(} upon the sides of the proscenion for its beauty and decora
tion," was, here very lavishly ornamented with all the richneS3 of 
the Corinthian order. Agatarchus, it is said, was the first architect 
who found out the way of adorn.ing scenes by the rules ' of p~r
spective, and £SChylus assiste<l him; but we observed nothing of. 
such a use of artit;cial perspective here. 

The theatr.! of Regilla, not far from the temple of Theseus at 
Athens, was cov~red by a magnificent roof of cwa.. The OdeDn, 
or theatre for music, ~8S covered likewise; but no part of the 
theatre of Bacchus was covered, except the prosceniqn or stage for 

• Anonymous, -In a letter ilellcriptive of the flhlphith~tre at Nismes, following 
the description of the firMt .'\ theni8n theatre, in the seldons from the Gentleman's 
Magazine,' , 
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the seeurity of the actors, and the circys for the shelter of the 
females, to whom· this place was peculiarly as.signed. }<"'rom the 
appearance of the upper part of' the scene here, compared with the 
f.Ileu frR"ments and large blocks of stone which filled the arena, it 

, 0 . 

did not .ppear that sufficieQt, of the scene co~ld have been 
destroyed to fur~ish so great a quantity of lragm~nts. It is then. ... 
fore probabJe, that the' prosccnion might have been roofed, and 
that the masses now lying' on the ground might be portions of its 
fallen masonry j but with regard to the cireys, as before r~marked, 
it was nt>t certain that any such division of the theatre existed., 

The Athenians, in visiting their theatres, which were mostly 
exposed to tq.e air, came usually, it is said, with great dusks to 
secure them from the rain or the cold; and for defence against the 
sun they had the sciadion, a kind of parasol, which the Homans 
,used also in their theatres by the name of 'timbrel/re, but when a 
sudden storm arose, the 'play was interrupted, and the spect~\ors 
di~per$!ed. This must ha¥e been the case here also, un less tem-

. porary awnings <V tent-roo,is were used, which is perhaps the more 
probable, from the "Very obvious advantage and convenience of 
such" she]ter, without its being made permanent enough to in
trude upon the harmony, the beauty, or the simple grandeur of 
the edifice, as a piece of noble architecture. 
. In · Athens, the scene of the lemple of Bacchus looked toward 
the Acropolis j the Cynosages, a suburb of Athens, was behind it; 
the Musreon, a hill so called from the poet Musreus, w~s on the 
rigllt haD<~; and the public road, leading to the Pirreum, or the 
harbour of Athens, was on the other side . 
. . -The' choice o{ 'n commanding eminence and an extensive and 
beautiful prospect had been judiciouslyomade for the site of this 
theatre of Geraz .. · Also to the spectators, as they faced .its stage 
arid .cene, the whale range of their 'public buildinga wa. open, and 
th'eir temple., palaces, squaie., and baths, might all be prou<\ly 
enumerated as they oat. On their right, was. th.c magnificent 
circu~, formed'by ti,e Ionic'colonnade, with the peripteral temple 
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near it, and the city-gate close by. Behind thorn, the naumachia 
and the triumphal arch would still proclaim the splendour of 
their favoured abode j while the general lanctscRpP. of mouAtain, 
slope, and valley, presented on all sides a picture of the grand and 
the sublime in its outline forms, Iln~ of the rich and beautift'tJ. in 
the v~ried shadc!\ of its fertile clothing. . 

The circular colollnade, the diameter of which is one hundred 
and twenty paces, Of about two hundrecl and forty feet, appears to 
have ma:rkc'<l the boundaries of an hippodromus, or of a chariot
course. A circumference of less than eight hundred fet:t would 
scarcely be considered sufficient fi:>1' such a pltu'c, but the hippo
dromus at Ah.'xalldrin, which I have seen, io; sC<l;l'ccly larger j 

though that city, in the time of its· glory, was inferior only to 
Rome it!-.clf in magnificence. The opinion that this was a coursp, 
was sugge:-.ted hy th~ sight of' the lower part of th,' shatt of ~ 
pillir, still erect, occupying its original place, exactly facing t\le' 
]jne of the great street, and standing at ten paces, or twenty feet 
within the general line of the' circle to?,ards thercentre, allowing, 
thcl'f'fore, that breadth for the passage of the ' chariots. There are 
ve~lige.s of a former pavement near this po!'>t, which is' als~orre
spondent with that at Alexandria, where the granite column, 
supposed to mark the goal, is seated on a ' rock that has been 
levelled away like a pavemellt, in which the ruts of the che.riot;

wheels arc still discernible. There are now remaining &reet fifl;y-
• 

six culumns of this circle; the others have fall(,l1, and lie at in-
tervals as marked in the plan. • 

The order of the flrchitecture is Ionic, but resembling more the 
Attic than' the Asiatic Ionian in its.details, though ,less heautiful and' 
less chaste than either. 1Ihe columns arc without pedestals, and 
t\leir shafts, which are about two feet in diameter, are not fluted 
They are not of one block, bllt composed in general of three or 
fqur pieces; and from the surfaces of" each of these pieces projett, 

l\'o. 6. in the OeDCral Plan. 
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at stated intervals, but not in perpendicular lines, little knobs left 
in the stone, as if to support the ropes of a scaffoldilrg, or of 
awnings or curtains between the pinars. These projections 'are 
visible only from a very short distance,. SQ that the,y do not at aU 

intrude upon the gcne(al effect of the architcctur'e. The volutes 
of the capitals are gracefully turned; and the cymatrum, which is 
thought to have been intended to represent ~le front lock.s of 
women pending on the forehead, as the voJulcs were the side 
Gurls' of the Ephesian ladies, is also well executed. The echinus 
or egg-like band, the> nstragal or beaded onc, and the fillet, which 
were al) common to both Roman and Grecian Ionic capitals, pos
sessed nothing peculiar here. 

The colonnade supported only an entablature, wht.ch we had 
no opportunity of measnring. but it appeared t.o us to he deficient 
in the depth_ requisite for grandeur of appearance j for, Jlotwith-• • 'standing the elegance of the IOllic order, it partakes, on the 
whole, more of the majestic gravity of the Doric, thall of the 

, rich.exubeTance .pf the C,!rillthirin: The columns appeared to be ' 
nearer the standard of eight diameters, than the mOdL'fn olle of' 
nine. The height of the 'capital was ratitt!l" ahove than below the 
ancient measure of two-thirds of the diameter. Dut the entabla
ture, which it is thought' should be equal to one--fourth of the 

. whole height, where grandeur as we,ll as ·elegance is required, 
was certainly less than that proportion. In the entablaturcs of 
Asiatic .Ionics, it is saio, that denticulated .(·orniccs were always 
used,. the dentil' being supposed to represent a beautiful row of 
teeth. This, from -its never being, omitted, waS: coftsidered "as 

much a part .f the Ionic order, as ihe metopes and trlglyphs of 
~he frieze were a part of the Doric; and both of them were held 
to be as charaqeristic. of their respective orders as the capil.l!ls 
them.elves. But in most of the remains of Ionic builqings at 
Athen., these dentils are omitted; and thi. appeared to us to have 
~n the Mse also in'the Ionic buildings at Geraza. 

. The intercoluIIlniation was arreostvle-: the intervals between each 
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pillar being folly "qual to four diameters throughout. The only 
breaks in. the circle, where the entablature wn'! discontinued, were 
at . the space opening to the great street on the nortb, . M,d at a 
similar 'pace fronting the f.,ade of the peripteral temple and the 
city-gate on the south. The whole wore a light and 'elegant ap
pearaol'c, yet, from it~ size and form, produced at the sa'.11e time a 
very grand and noble effect. As it was the first o~iect that 

-arrested the attention on entering the city, so was it conspicuom~ly 
seen trom almost every part of it; besides which, it was tIle' pro-. 

luinent ol~ject that presented itself to the spectator' when viewing 
thcs(~ ruins from afar, in every direction of approach to thf?ll1 •. 

Thc.strf'ct leading from til(' northern end of' this circular hip
podromus through the whole length of the tOWII, is Jined on each 
side' with a colonllaue of'the Corinthian order, supp.orting also an 
entablature. The pilJar~ n'.;;ted on tlie edge of a rai~ed cau&eway, 
whicl'l was a'~c('nderl to on each side by :,h'ps, whether two or three. 
in number w(' could not pa"ily determinc; aud the width of the 
strcet mcasured about thirty feet, as w(')l as it co .... ld be paced. over 
the mass~~ of fitll(>n ruins which blocked up every part of the 
way. The column~ stand on pedcstaj~. the square part of the 
basp being not lnorc than Q(1l'-fourth of ,3 diameter in height; and 
above the torn.;; are two cylindric convex mouldings, with a concave 
one between them, but wit}lOut astragals. Thi~ is known to havt' 
been the pedo<[al. mo;! frc'luently u·sed by the Romans in the C0-
rinthian bui]Jings j tLwugh It is thought, by those most conversant 
in the histOJ y ()f architecture, that the chastest and purest specimens 
of.ll the orders are without pedestals. 

The shafts of' all these pill~rs were plain, and th." were mostly 
composed of three or fotlT pieces., We remarked in th~m this 
peculiarity, wJlich was visible also in the ~hafts pf the Ionic c~ 
lumns at the hippodromus, that they began to swell in diameter 
at about one-thin] of their height upward from the base, and ~ 
tinued to increa'e that diameter sellsibly·~ the eye 'until near 
their centre, when they dimihished in a some.hat greater pro--
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portion from thence 'to the setting OD of the capital. The sculp
ture of the foliage on these capitals appeared to us to be good, 
though the I'naterial of' which all the edifices here arc constructed 
being 0. firm yellow sanu-stone, is not so favourable for the 
work of the chisel.as marble would have been, nor does it seem
ingly admit of lmy polish. The entablature supported by thi. 
colonnade is that which is common to the oreier, being formed, a.'i 

is thought, from the mixture of the Doric and Ionic, of which the 
dentil, cchillUS, and astragal of the last, are the most. pt'~minent 
features of the cornice; though in the Lime of Vitruviuf.; it is cer
tain that there was no entahlature stdctly proper to the or<1('r, for 
'he says that both Doric and IOllie entalJlaLufcs were supported h.\ 
Corinthian columns, and that it was the columns alone, without 
reference to their entablatures, which constituted thi8 order.· The 
diameter of the shafts of these piJIars is not more than three feet 
in the largest part, and the highest appears to the eye to be in a 
just proportion to this. 

Fo1l9wing thi~ principal street towards the north, the columns 
on the right are found to °be mostly f~tlle.n j but there are fewer 
of those 011 the lett that are dispJaceu. . After passing the first 
thirteen still erecl, with the intervals marked on the plan, there 
are seen on each side fonr large columns of nearly double the 
diameter of the others. These did not belong to the frollt of any 
particular building, as far as w~ could trace j but, like the smaner 
ones, support only their entablatures, and thus form two tetrastyJes 
in the midst 'Of the general line of the respect ive avenues, 
and exactly lacing each other. As these columns, from their 
w..-eater diameter, were necessarily higher in the same proportion 
than the others, there was an interruption of the line ofthe smaller 
lUllAlblature, the end of which now abutted against the shaft of 
the...\arger pillar. Fo~ the support of this, there was a bracket left 
to project kaIn tha shal~, cut out of the ... me block of stone. in 

Lib. iv. c. 1. 

Sc 
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tbe way that tbe brackets for statues are seen to project froID tbe 
columns at Palmyra, anu on this the termination of the smaller 
entablature rested. The tetrastyle was then crowned with its own 
entablature, diflering in nothing but its size from the smaller one; 
and the last column of it having, like the first, n bracket projecting 
from its shaft. The entablature of the sroa1ler pillars rested on 
this, and the colonnade then proceeded onward of its former size. 
The whole llad a great resemblance to some of the Palmyrene 
edifice&, where the introduction of larger columns in different 
numbers, from tetrastylc t.o deca!.tyle, is frequ ently seen in the 
same lim' wilh a colonnade of' smaller ones. 

Beyond these, to the north, and on the eastern side of the street, 
arc the rema.ins of some large building, which possc,~seU an exten
sive lil9:ulc towards the avellUI?'; but as the only remains of'this 
edifice now to bl' sel'n arc brokell colultll1~ allli dcmulishecl. waBs, -it was not l~asy fiH' us to prollollllcC on the peculiar use to wh.ich 
it had beell appropriated. 

ImnH'diately at the terminatiotl of the wall of ~his huilding, is a 
small bquart', formed uy the intcr~ctiOli of t he principal street, by 
anotllcr cro ... sing' it at right angles, from cast to Wl'bi. It was jU!o.t 

belore reaching thi:i, or between H and the large pilbrs just de
scrihed, and cOllsequeutly opposite to the Ji.-ont of tile diJapidated 
builJill~, that a UJ'Okl'tl ('olUIllIl was found lying 011 the ground, 
with the fragm ent of a Grcpk in ,c,criptioll on the shaft. The cha
racters were almost obliterated; but, after ('ollsiuerablc labour, and 
many douLt'l as to the form of particular lclt<"fs in 'the CGUl'SC of it, 
I was enahled to ma\:c a copy of as much of' it as could be traced. 
No olle line, I cOlJceive, was made out perfectJy: though I be1ieye 
that there were not originnlly any greater lIUUluer of lines in the 
whole than those transcribed, 

The s'luare spoken of as being just beyond where t\ji. in _ 
tion was m~t wiul, and formed by the intersection of the principal 
street, had four large pedestals, disposed at each of the 8Jjlgles of it, 
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and their fronts placed in right lines with the fronts of the colon
nade$ Jeading along the street itself. In each filCC of these pedes.. 
tals were smaH, concave, and fan-topped niches, probably for 
statues, as the an<;:icnt1:i arc known to have appropriated such nichelt 
to their reception. There were fragments of sma)] Corinthian 
shafts and capitals near them, lying on the ground, so that there 
might have heen also larger statues on the pedestals themselves, 
inclosed perhaps within peristyles, as is somctimes seen in the 
statues of rural gods in modern pleasure-grounds, and as was OCC3-

• 
sionaUy used b,. the nncicnts in their gardclJ~. 

The cross-street, running here from cast to wcst, Jed up from 
t.he brow of the eastern lIiH, overlooking the valley below, and was 
continued from thence to the city-wall, in the opposite direction, 
It crossed tIle principal street exactly at right angles, was of the 
same general ,,~haracter and dimcllsiOllS, and was lined also with a 
Corinthian colonnade, supporting an entablature on each side. 
There were, upon the wholc, about thirty of dm columns still 

,erect, but til<' plllfes of all those that had f,Lllen could be easily 
traced; and indeed most of the-ir pedestals occupied their original 
pOSItIOns. There did not appear to us to, be any edifices worthy 
of remark in this street, so that we did not follow it through all its 
parts, but were content to catch its general features, as given in 
the plan, 

Pursuing the direction of the principal street to the northward, 
the next edifice met with, beyond the square of intersection, is a 
large Corinthian" one on the left, receding several paces backward 
from the line of the street itself, and having a noble portico, of 
which three columns are stiH standing in front. Prom the'remaim 
of this edifice, it appears rather to have been a palace, or a pubJic 
building of a civil nature, than a temple; which may he said alao 
of the one before mentioned, on the other side of the square. 
Opposite to this palace, we observed a range of octagonal pedes
tal., of great height and diameter, which were not designed, as far 

:3 c 2 



380 RUINS OF THE ANCIENT GERAZA. 

as ,,'e could junge, fur the support of pillars, hut must either have 
borne statues on them in front of this building. or have answered 
some other purposp of ornament or utility which we could Dot 

devisf'. 
Next in order beyond this, going 8tiB to the north, is a small 

semieircular portion of what we now perceived to be n very spa
cious building, extending both to the north and to the south of' 
this as a centre, and having, opposite to it, on the western side of 
the street, another vcry large building in a ruine!1 condition. The 
porti('o whidl 5tood in front of tlti~ sem icirc1e, which must have 
been nlwa) s open to the great street, was IUl'med of four noble 
Corinth ian columns, of six spans, or f()Ur feet, jll cliamcter j three 
of them being f,tiH CTf'ct, and tll(.' fourth tllBcn. The ornameDts 
of the order, ill tile frieze, cornice, pediments, &c. of this little 
sanctuary, were Javi1!oh{'d hNe in all the exuberan('e.uf decoration. 
From some fragments of Egyptian rofte-granite, nnd a pretty lalge 
piece of a !.liatl·of that co~tly matt'rial, found among the rubbish, 
it was evident that pi11ars of it IHul })(~7n used h,ere. There. were 
still litanding looomt' !;mall column", of about eighteen inches in 
diameter, of a fine yenow marbl(', whi{,h retain{~d ib. polish, and 
other pillars of this stone hat11allcll. 

From th(' li'iczc of' thi.;; scmicir('ular sanctuary, we copied a short 
and impedect inscriptioll; and we observed that the niches 
above this, which were crowned with rich pediments and probably 
designru for ~tatues, were stuccoed on t he in~ide, and painted with 
succcs~ive Jill"'!; of smuU pyramidal figures, in green and yellow, 
both of which colours were still remarkably fresh. " 

It was just in front of this semicircular sanctuary, (for the flU

perior richness of its ornament, and the costliness of the materials 
used in its decoration naturally induced us to call it so,) that the in
scribed altar lay broken and reversed as we had at first seen it, but 

• See the position of this building, in No.7. of the General Plan. 
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from" wbich 8 copy was afterwards with som'e difficulty ob
tained. 
\uThe letters on this altar were better shaped, and more distinctly 
engraved, than those which were seen on the inscribed pillar j but 
in both of them the characters might be said to have been badly 
executed, and without regard to uJlitormity of size or shape, as may 

. be secg. in the copies. of them in which these particulars are as 
• accurately preserveu as circumstances would mlmit of at the time 

of their being transcribed. 
There arc appearances of one continued lillP of building from. 

the semicircular sancLuary to the palace, which is near the centre 
of the city, or at least of the western portion of it. The front of 
this is still cntire, and leaves no doubt that the edifice was a place 
of residence, and not a. tcmple. J). small and exceedingly narrow 
staircase, in.;,. which even two children could not pass each other, 
leads ii·om one side of the front entrance below, to one of thl' 
windows above, and. seems to have been contrived for some secret 
purpo.se, as it j~ impossiLle that frequcnt or public lise could have 
been made of it. Though the ii'ont is n~arly perfect, the whole of 
the interior. of tllis building is rased to tl~e grounu. "* 

Behind this, to thc westward, on more elevated ground, is a 
large ruined bui1ding, which we did not minutely examine, but 
just remarked its position and its size, which are noted in the 

Plan. * 
Opposite to this palace, immediate] y in iront of it, on the 

eustern side of the street, is the long-extended fils;ade of a Corin
thian temple, with a semi-r.ircular termination to the eastward. 
The faqade is that of a spacious and grand edifice, and the work
manship, seen in the interior range of columns still erect, proves 
also that the execution of the details was equal to the design of 
the whole. 

The most imposing edifice among all the~ ruins, both for size, 

I No. 9. in lhe General Plan. 
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grandeu, nd situation, is a large Co~inthian 
to the W. N. W. or palace last described; and not 
the western boundary of the city wall.· The impression 
the noble aspect of this building made on us~ as we beheld 
every quarter of the city, was such, that we both constan 
it the" Temple of Jupiter," in our conversation, snd in our te& 
This was done without our e g ropri y. of the 
title to each other, without our b vi ough fot y reason to 
justify i doption, or at all arguing the aim in ou minds; but 

• as if the proud pre-eminence which it seemed to possess over all 
the other buildings, could not be otherwise expressed than by its 
dedication to the the gods; and since this high title 

, and simultaneously given to it b 
h, we it to remain unaltered, as at least . an appropri 

one to di tin it from the 
This edifice IS rm of an oblong square, 

ty paces, or ;1bout one hundred and forty feet, in ext 
gth; and thirty-five pa ve feet, in ~xtreme brea 

-"---ont is opent to the S. E. by E. and . here noble POI). 
twelve columns, ~isposed in three r six in the front 

row, four in the ceritral one, and two only in t inner one; the 
intervals being left on the centre on each side of the · ~oor of 
entrance, and the end or side columns being th in a line with 
each other. There was a low wall carried out on _~_."'.P 
portico, to the distance of thirty feet in front, and as tbe 
stand on an elevated platform, it is probable that tne interval here 
was occupied by a flight of steps leading up to the temple, but 
these there are now no remains. This edifice appean a]so to ha~ 
been a peripteral one, or to have been surrounded by a colonnade 
on all sides, including the portico in front. The bases of the ~ 
.pillars are still seen in their places, and shafts and capi_IIL • • _ 

tered all around. These are all of th . ize 

• No. 10. of the General Plan. 
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those of the portico, and leave but little doubt of their belonging 
originally to the exterior colonnade of this building. The whole 
number of the columns of the portico are still standing, and these 
being eight spans, or nearly six feet in diameter, and about fifty 
feet in-height, have an air of great grandeur and majesty, and pre
sent the most happy combination of strength and beauty. The 

• pedestals of the columns are the same as those described in the 
avenue of the 1nincipal street below. The shafts are plain, and 
swell slightly towards their centres. The capitals are well executed, 
and the union of the separate parts of which the shafts are com
posed, presents the most admiraLle specimen of ancient masonr) ; 
for even at this Jate period, tile line& .~f their union are often 
Ifcult to be traced. These pieces were united by a large square 
bar of metal, going down their centre, and forming a sort of com
mon axis to ,jhcm all. The separate blocks were marked- with 
Greek Jctters on the inside, near these square holes for tlte recep
tion of' the metal , bar, as I mysclf observed on tl1p blocks of a 

.fallen ~hatt near .the nor.~.east angle of the building, and these 
marks were, no douht,. foYthc guidance of t he workmen, in fitting 
every piece into its proper place. ''''hell,ler, therefore, regarding 
the strength of' those noble columns, the chaste beaut.y of their 
proportions in the details of an their parts, the admirable execution 
of the masonry and the sculpture, or the majestic and imposing 
aspect of the whole, we could not but admire the taste anti skill 01' 
the ancients in this sublimc art of architecture. 

It must not lie concealed, however, that on entering the build
ing, a feeHng of' disappointment was experienced at finding it so 
li~tle correspondent with the magnificence of all that is seen from 
without. An observation of a writer, who treats of the temples of' 
the ancients, occurred to me very forcibly here, though, when I 
Srst met with this remark it did not appear to me quite corred, 
from its inapplicability to the temples of the Egyptians, which 
were then the only ones that I had seen. This writer says, .. I 
am sufficiently apprised of what strikes the imagination, and raises 
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it to such romantic heights whilst we attend to the de~criptions of 
~ncient temples; it was the prodigious numher of columns they 
were enriched with, that enchants us. Hmv can we avoid beJieving 
au edifice to be extremely vast, that is sup'P0rted by a hut:J.dred, 
or a hundred and fifty pillars. We have seen Gothic clmtcheo, 
with not above forty or fifty, wide enough to Ibse ourselves in. . . 
How vast then, we say, must the temples have heen which had 
twice Of thrice that number? The mistake of the ftmcy arises from 
this,-that it places within the body of the tempJe, or in the cella, 
that which really stood without it. It should be 'noted, in general, 
that this cella was the loost object of the old architects' care; they 
never began to think about it before they had distributed and 
adorned the exterior, bf'cause that was to be the proof of geni~ 
taste, and magnitil'ence. The grand was not ·then estimated bY 
the Plumber of square feet contained in the area ~ich the wall 
enclosed, but from their outworks of an hundred and tWOi1ty 
columns, a~ those of Hadrian's Pantheon; or of thirty~six onlYt as 
those 'of the temple of Theseus. From the ruins of Athens, it 

• • 
even appears that the richnel"s and extent of the outworks were 
sometimes the very cause of contracting the cella within a narrower 
space than might have heen otherwise al10tted it." 

The interior of this temple of Jupiter, at Geraza, which proudly 
promised so much from without, from its spacious atrium, ita 
noble ~,restibuI lIln, and its surrounding porticoes .w:l colonnades, 
was found to consist simply of one square cella, without ~ of till!!: 
subdivisions of bafoilica, adytum,. penetrale, or sacrarium. Around 
the side-walls, and about half-way up their height, were six oblong 
recesses, ·without ornament. In the end-wall was a .much larger 
one, arched at the top, which, rising from the level of the pave
ment, and occupying the centre of the end-wall, was, probably, 
tbe tribunal, or the place in which stood the slatue of the deity 
to whom the temple was dedicated. On each side of this large 
rece .. , was a small arroe.! door-way, and above thetle two small 
recesses, as in the side-walls; while above the supposed tribunal. 
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was 8 shanow semi-circular recess, occupying the centre of' the 
waH. Then~ was no appearance of either it pedrrnent or a roof to 
the building, nor were there Ruffici('nt fragments on the inside to 
induce us to suppose that it hall fallen ill. ''''hether, thercf()re, it 
was originally an hyprethrum, or an open temple, it was not (~asy 
to decide. It may be remarked, however, that the rough state of 
many pnrts of' the interior seemed to indicate that the building 
had nev('r been completdy finished. 

Tlw exterior of the c('lla walls was of smooth anel good masonry, 
and lliulneithcr niclH· ... nor pila~ters throughout its height. In the 
front waH, however, un each side of'the prim'ipaI' door of entrance, 
leading Ii-OIn th(' portico, were two recesses, like blank siue-doors, 
crowned with Corinthian pcdimC'llts. The ornament of the an·hi
trave, both ill the>;c, and in tlaL' principal £1001' itself: was palm
leave'S thickl) \!vcr-l<.lppillg each other hy sncces:-.ive layC'rs ill H 
horizontal direction, and aunUlcing towarus the ('entre, where their 

points met. 
After the· most uiJigt'llt search, not tIle ,,{~stige of all inscription 

• • 
could be found here to ag:-. ist OHr conjectures on til(' age of the 
buiJding, the llame of its founder, or the g~d tn whose honour it 
had been reared. . 

Along the south-west sid!;' of this temple, and parallrl with th!;' 
direction of its siJc-wall" the remains of an extensive colonnad(· 
arc seen, the Jine of' which st:lnds at about the distance of fifty 
yards from the body of the temple itself; and, probably, marked 
the enclosure of the atrium, or court, which, when . peripcl, must 
have added greatly to the 11lagnificent aspect of' the whole. This 
col,onnade was also of the Corinthian order, and supported its own 
entablature, blocks vf which, as well as capitals and shafts, are 
seen scattered ncar the line of its original direction. There are, 
also, appearances of a second or inner cO~9nnade, of the same 
order, surrounding the temple at an intermediate distance, or about 
twenty-five yards from it. This might either have marked an 

3D 



386 RUINS OF THE ANCIENT GERA7.4... 

inner division of the ntrium, or have been the original one; and 
the more distant· colonnade, whose cin .. uit arounu the temple is 
not so distinct1} marlet! as this, might then have belonged to some 
other work adjoining it. 

The ne;...t remarkable edifice beyond this, to tlI(' north-east. after 
passing some huildings in the way, which are too much in ruins 
to he worlh a de~("rjptiol1, is a second theatre, !o.omcwhat smalier 
.han till" fir!'>t. anu ditfering frc-m it abo in some of its (leta;ls. 
This lhclitre falb nearly in a line with the sL'colHl or lIorthernmost 
~trcct of intenH'dion, and facc~ exactl) to the N. E. by N. * 

It ha~ two di\'i'~i()ll<; of u('n~Il('~, the uppe-r one containing nine 
rows, and til(' lowel' Ollf' <;even, now di.,t;nct; with two others, 
probauly, buried in tIlt' rubhish, which here also cOVCl'~ the arena. 
In the Uppl']" divi:.iull. are ... even flights of steps, or CUll pi, and in 
thp lower olle were, prouttlJly, tllrec, a~ in the fi~t theatre j but 
this division i:. hC're too mu{'l. dilapidated to trace them acculi,fltC'ly. 

The l'orridor lx,tween thl'<"c, or tllC diazoma, is here as much 
less than the proportion aS5iglH:d t.o that of the Athenian theatre, 
as til the nr ... t l heat rc to the' ~outh it was greater'than t.hat standard. 
The diazolna oi' t1l18 lIorthern one is scarcely wilier than the scats 
thcml'lclvc'i, but it i ... lIIore richly omamented. The doors leaJing 
into tlw body ofthc theatre fi'om without, are the same in number 
and arrang"emC'nl a, tho~e uc ... cribcd bc(o[('; but the space left by 
the intervals all aroulld-, is filled 11y a line of beautiful concave or 
11f~mi ... phcrical fim-topp.cd ni{'hes, which produce the finest effect. 

The ::'I.:cne .-oP this theatre is entirely open, and the diameter 
ofthp wllOle alClla, from thc lowest range of seats now visible, to 
the proscenion, or stage, is greater t han that of the southern 
theatre, though the upper range of benches here is not quite- one 
hundred paces in circuit. It would, therefore, be more difficult· to 
make the voice audible in this theatre, Of, as the modern expres-

• 

See Ita poliition at No. J 1. 'Of the General Plan, 
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sion is, "to fill it," than at. the southern onc, wlH'fC' the closed 
scene would assist the reverberation of' sound, and where this dis
tance between the audience amI the actors was really less. It 
occurred to me as highly probable, that the:-.c COllcave niches, thus 
rang-cit so closely along .the corridor, were 110t intPlldpci merely for 
ornamc?t, but were dcsigncd also to assist tbe rcvcrberation of 
soun<1,. which must have needed some' aid. 

In the theatre of BaccllU ~, at Athells, \v(' arl' told tllat Philos 
lIot.only displuyed his taste ill the just symmetry of' the archi

tecture, but that'll£' "howe(l rqual jwlgmcllt ill ns<;isting the com
munication of sounds. TIlf' voice, it is said. b('ing extenuated in un 
open and simciolis place, where tile distant wall s. t IlOugh of' nlllrblc, 
('ould give little or no repercussion t9 mak" it audible, he ("onl rin.·d 
cells in the thich·llCSS of thc corridors, ill which hc plaeed hrass 
vcssds, supported bj" wedge:" of iron, that they might. !lot touch -the wall. The voice proceedillg from the stage t.o thp corridors, 
and striking upon thc concavity of those vessel s, was rCH'rU('raterl 
.with more d earness and f()f(.:e: their number were in all twenty
eight, and they we;e called c'cltca, because tlwy gJi\'e an ccho to t.he 
sound. * 

Nothillg coult! be more fitted for the rcception of such ecbca 
than these beautiful little niches, distributed at stated intervab, 
along the t!ia7toma heT(' j and their form , from Iwing so highly 
ornamental, may bc even considered as an improvement on tIl(' 
original<clls of IJhilos. No marks of tho. fixture of stich vessels 
as were H$cd by·that architcct were t.o be seen here j bnt it is 
expressly said that those at Athens were ·supported by iron 
wedges, that they might not tOlIch the waI1, which might have 
beeD the case here also, so that no mark would be left by them; 
and as for the vessels themselves, as well as the wedges by which 

Selection from Gent. Mag. V'OU. p.201. 
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they were . supported, both brass and iron, of which they were 
formed, were metals of too much value to remain long in buildings 
abandoned to ruin. 

The great characteristic difference bctwC'cn this thentn' and 
thc'southern one is its open scene, which is formed by a portico 
or douhle range of.Corinthiall columns, each supporting their own 
entubJaturc only. This open frout has all air of greater grandeur 
than t lie l',losed one; tliough onc .. vould concci,'c that it WllS 1I0t 

1)0 well fittE>U for the representation of plays, at "':'ast, in ollr man

ner of managing the changes of scenery. It might, on till' other 
hand, he better adapted for the representation of parti('uIar piecl's, 
such as, those exhibiting pompous processions, triumphs, &c. to 
which it might have been mor~ expressly d('voteu, as we have our 
opera-houses for music anll spectacle, and our theatres for the 
drama. -It is said of the theatre of llaeclms, nt Athens, thnt outwardly 
there was a portico, consisting of a double gallery, divided by TOWS 

of pillars, ('alJed the portico of Eumenicus. The floor of this 
portico was cl evat~d som€' dititance from the ground; so that from 
the street they asccndt,d to it by steps. II was of an. ohlong 
square figure, embellished " ... ith green palisadoes, to please the eyes 
of thos~ who walked in it. Here it was that their f{'petitions, 
or rchearMls~ were made and propose(l for the tJlCatre, as the 
music alld symphony \\ias in the Odcon. '* This I understand to 
have been beyond the. sccne, though jt i ,~ not clear, fPOrn the 
descriI/tion of the theatre of Dacchus, wJlCther' this porticu was 
not all that slood immediately in front of that particular edifice; 
for in speaking of the arrangement of its parts, it is Baid, the 
"scene, properly speaking, wa,s the columns and ornaments 
in architecture, raised from the foundation, and upon the sides-of 
the proscenion~ for its beauty and decoration," without farther 

• Select. from Gent. Mag. vol. ii. p.201. 
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describing of what particular ~illd this scene in the theatre of' 
Athens was, whether open or closed. It is probable, therefore, 
that this douhle portico here answered the same purpose of a walk, 
or a pIaec for the recitation of such pieces as were to be rcpre
scnte'd attcrwanls within, on the f('gular stage. 

/Wc thought, llpon the whole, that the fini sh of th~ ornnments 
of ..!bis theatre were superior to those of the southern onc, and 
that it was also in a belter state of prcservation. Thc arched side
doors, fi)r the clltrallce of the actors and musicians, from the pri
vate apartl1H'llts of' the t11('atre, beneath the b('nclics within, were 

the same lH.:re as in t1)(~ southern one j but from the arena 
being covC'red with masses of I~dJcn stone and grass turf grown 
around and upon tllom, we could lcarn nothillg from it regard
ing the arrangment of the orcl,cllh'a, the logcon, or th!JlIlclc, called 
uy the..' Romall s pulpitum, or even of the prosccniulI, or st<lge, any 
more than we '"'did Ii'om the other theatre; for in bOI h of thcm 
these int eresti llg divisions were buried uudl'r a mass of uroken 
fragmell~s and ac(,ulllulated rulJbish. 

, The nOJ't!lCrI1 tlleatl'c of' ·(;(,I'rtz<\ fans n6.~l'ly into the line or the 
second street of illtcrst'ctioll, as hah l)('cn already mentioned. 
This street, like the first, crossed tIl e princlp-al -one at right allgles, 
and was lined also, on each side, with a colonnade snpportillg" '1" 
entablature. ] lere, however, the ordcr is Ionic, though the size 
of the pillars and their illtcrcolumniatiOl~ is the same. There are 
few of these now standing. but the line of their ,direction can ue 
distinctly traced" on cach side. The point of intersection here is 
marked, as the former on'"!, by a sort of square; uut the four 
pedestals being now raised to the height of walls, support a flat
tened dome of a circular form, and the inside of the building is 
made circular also, though the outside is square. . A kind of Qpen 

.porch is thus formed, with a free passage on each of the fOllr sides; 
and here, either in showery or in hot summ~r weather, the 
loungers and gossipers of lhe city might meet, and, sheltered 

equally from· the rain and the sun, be as loquacious and comrnuni-
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cative as they pleased, without interrupting the public passage. It 
is well known how fond the Greeks were of these assemblies in 
porches; and t4e RomallS ' . y.all imitat~d the e their dis
tinguisbed models in this particular, in their own country of Italy, 
would find in Asia something, both in the climate and iIi the 
ma.nners of we people, encourage and familiar' 
sucl,1 a practice. . 

To the south-east of this square of intersection is- 8 very exten
sive building, to which it is difficult- to give a namc, though in the 
Plan it is called a bath, from its resembling such an establishment
more than any other. * . The whole mea which it occupies is up
wards of four ~lUn~red paces in circumference. Its general form 
is that of a square, whose four sides face nearly in thc a'-rection of 
the city-wans, or towards the cardinal points of the heavclls, Its 
eastern front, which tands on the brow of the western hill, and 
looks from thence down into the valley, is one hun red and twe~ty 
paces in length. It has three divisions, each of which are marked 
by a lofty and spacious arch of a vaulted roofed passage leading . 
into it, Its eastern front is of the 'same dimensions with its 
western,oJ?e, and looks toward the city. All 'along and before' 
this are strewed '~nmimerable fragments of fallen Corinthian 
cQlumns, the remains of porticoes or colonnades that had once 

Of t,hese, no more was now 0 be traced than one 
line of pede~t~Js, near the front the building, and a' 

~J\J'C:;-C,yenue, formed by two such Jines leading down to the central 
arched e~trance, this leading, like , those towards -the western, 
by a va lted p jnto the.interior~ The northern and southern 
front had each of th~m two smaller ings, of· a square form, pro
jecting from the general line, each bout twenty paces in length 
and bl'eadth. These were covered with flat-domed topa, of a cir- . 
culp.r form, exactly like the 'roof of the ttquare of intersection at . 
the second street already described; an~ these were 80 about 

No, 15. of the General Plan. 


