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around, and besieged it ; and lying round it by day and by unigh,
took the city, and slew every male in it, and burnt it down, and
s0 obtained a way through it. And the multitude of those that
were slain was so great, that they went over the dead bodies. So
they came over Jordan, and arrived at the great plain, over against
which is situate the city Bethshan, which is called by the Greeks
Scythopolis. * And departing hastily from thence, they came
into Judea, singing psalms and hymns as they went, and indulging
such tokens of mirth as are usual in triumphs upon victory. They
also offered thank-offerings, both for their good success, and for
the preservation of their army ; for not one of the Jews were slain
in these battles.” 1

The country of the Nabatheans was in Arabia Petrea, to the
southward of the Lake Asphaltitis, and the name of Nabatheans
was given generally to all the Arabs living between the heads of
the Arabian and the Persian Gulf. But it is here said, that after
they had gone three days’ journey on the other side of Jordan,
they met the Nabatheans, who came to meet them peaceably, and
told them how the affairs of the land of Gilead stood, in which
land, therefore, they probably were. Yet, from this distance of
three days, where he met these Nabatheans, Judas is said to have
returned into the wilderness. I The writer of the Book of Macca-~
bees says, Judas Maccabeus also, and his brother Jonathan, went
over Jordan, and travelled three days. They then turned suddenly
by the way of the wilderness unto Bosor, which they took and
burnt. It was after this that Bosor was taken, and this is expressly
said to have beeu one of the cities of the land of Gilead. § What
Josephus calls the garrison, in which the Jews were shut up, the

* ¢ The reason why Bethshan was called Scythopolis, is well known from Hero-
dotus, b. i. p.105. and Syncellus, p. 214, That the Scythians, when they over-ran”
Asia in the days of Josiuh, seized on this city, and kept it as long as they continued
in Asia, from which time it retained the name of Scythopolis, or the city of the Scy-
thians.” — Note on Josephus.

t Joseph. Ant. Jud. L. xii. c. 8. s. 8, 4. 5. $ Ibid.

§ 1 Macc. ¥.' 24, 28. and 6.
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writer of the Apocrypha calls the fortress, evidently of the town
itself, and most probably this identical ruined citadel now seeh
here on the adjoining hill, and still retaining so appropriate
a name.* I can find no very determinate position assigned by
the ancient geographers, either to Raphon or to Ephron.t+ If
these were clearly ascertained, it might be more satisfactorily de-
cided, whether the brook spoken of be the Jabbok or not. But
the circumstance of this army of Judas Maccabeus arriving at the
great plain, over against which is situate the city Bethshan, which
is~called by the Greeks Scythopolis, when they came over Jordan
in their way to Mount Sion at Jerusalem, is unequivocal, and
places it beyond doubt, that the place here spoken of is neither
the Bezer on the dorder of Arabia, nor the Bozra of the Hauran,
with which that has been sometimes confounded, but a Bosor
here in Gilead, and, probably, on'the spot where the present
Boorza stands.

As we pursued our way from this village towards the north-east,
. gomrr first up a gentle ascent beyond the town, and then descend-
ing toward a second vaﬂey, we overtook a small party of Bedouin
Arabs, on foot. They were themselves returning to their en-

* The name is evidentlya corruption of the original Hebrew one, Bosor, 71’33 munitio.

vel vendemia, sive ablatio prohibitio: autin angustia, vel tribulatione. Tilius Supha-
filii Heleni, 1 Par. vii, 28. Nomen item civitatis Moabitarum trans Jordanem orientem
versus, ad solitudinem non nihil versentis, 1Mac. v. 26.; Deut. iv. 13.; Jos. xx. 8.
1 Par. vi. 78, de tribu Ruben Levitis data. — Onomasticum Sacrum, p. 74.

;2 the present pronunciation of its name, signifies, in Arabic, a * wide open plain.
without trees;” and this is a feature so perfectly at variance with that of the country in
which this town and castle of Boorza is seated, as to prove that the name is not of
Arabic origin, "but a corruption of the Hebrew Bosor.

1 ‘Papav. Nomen loci non longa 2 Carnaim, ad torrentem.—'Pag¢d, Josepho, urbs
trans Jordanem sita. Reland. L. iii. p. 968.—{17DY Urbs in Benjamin, 2 Chron. xiii. 9.
erat in regione trans Jordanica e regione Scythopolis, 1 Mac. v. 46. 52. — Reland.
Liii. p.765.

‘Raphon, papdv, medicina vel relaxatio aut gigas. D. civitas 1 Mac. v. 837.” — Onomast.
p‘ -'%O' " - d

Ephron, N9y igpws, pulvis, sive binnulus, adt plumbeus. Filius Seor. Gen.
xXxiii. 8. & quo civitas in tribu Juda, 2 Par. xiii. 19.; 1 Mac, v. 6. —Onomasticum Sa-
crum, p. 118,
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campment ; and as their tents were near, they invited us to follow
them, and partake of their hospitality for the night, to which we
rcadily assented.

We had not vet been an hour from Boorza, before we passed a
large ruined building, called Deer el Ramjah, or the Convent of
Ramza, but whether it has been a Christian establishment, a castle,
caravanscra, or some portion of a deserted settlement, we could
not learn. Near it stood a-stately and Wide—sprcading oak, whichy
like the rest of the oaks we had scen, was not an evergreen one,
but had its leaves withered, and its boughs almost bare, while the
greater portion of the other trees found here, were fresh in verdure.
On the left of our road were said to be other ruins, on a-hill there,
called Jchaz, or Jejaz ; but, strong as our desire was to visit these,
it was thought to be risking too much to do so, and we were
obliged to content ourselves with obtaining information of the ex-
istence only of such places as we could not oursclves examiqe,
and of taking a hasty glance at those which lay immediately in
our path.

IFrom the want of an actual survey of the local features of the
two places, which could not be obtajned at the distance at which
we passed them, no details can be offered regarding them, except
that the appearance of Ramza * was that of a large castellated en-
closure built of stone, and standing on the side of a hill ; and
Jehaz was described to us as standing on somewhat higher ground,
and being more like the ruins of a town than of a single building.
These were, respectively, about a mile and a halt on each side of
us, as we passed ; Ramza on the east, and Jejaz on the west, and
the distance between them was, therefore, about three miles,
being separated from each other by a sloping valley.

The place of Ramoth in Gilead is to be sought for here; and
such details as we have regarding its position and local features,
added to the resemblance of the name, afford great reason to

* Pronounced indifferently | ja, Ramza, Ramtha
}

and Lr“.'('.’
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believe, that the ruins at Ramza may be a portion of those belong-
ing to that city, or, at lcast, mark the site on which it stood.
This city was one of the chief in Gilead, and is called Ramoth
Gilead, to distinguish it from other towns of the same name.
It is first mentioned as one of the cities of refuge set apart by
Moscs on the cast of the Jordan, “ unto which the slayer might
flee who should kill his ncighbour unawares, and hated him not in
times past; and that, fleeing unto one of these cities, he might live.” *
It is there called Ramoth, in Gilead, of the Gadites, and this dis-
tinction is repecated in another place. It is again mentioned in
the history of the early wars, when it was the scene of a battle
between the kings of Judah and Israel on the one side, and the
king of Syria on the other, for the recovery of Ramoth (rilead,
where Ahab the ruler of Isracl was slain.  Josephus details the
story of this battle more at large, but nothing can be collected from
him regal'(ﬁng the-actual sitc or relative position of this place,
with regard to other known places, in bearing or distance. §

These deficiengies are supplied, but I know not on what authority,
by St. Jerome, who fixes it at fiftcen miles wes/ of Philadelphia, or
Ammon, and nrear to the Jabpok, in both of which particulars this
place of Ramza agrees.§ I'rom its being placed in the tribe of Gad,
I’ Anville has given it a position more to the southward, ithongh
within about the distance specified from Ammon; but Cellarius,
in whose map the course of the Jabbok is much morc accurately
delineated, has placed it in Gilead, just to the north of this stream,
about the distance assigned to it from Ammon, and just in the spot
on which the present Ramza stands. Whether the epithet of

* Deut. iv. 42. + 1 Kings, xxxii. throughout.

1 Joseph. Ant. Jud. L viii. c. 15. 5. 5, 6.

§ P27 In Gilead, qus etiam Ramoth, érads. Urbs tribus Gad, Deut. iv. 43.
Jos. xx.8. Vicus fuit 15 miliaribus & Philadelphia, versus occidentem. Euseb. in
Onom. Apud Hieronymum male legitur orientem. Fuisset enim extra fines terree
Istaeliticze, qua ultra Philadelphiam orientem versus non protenditur. Idem mox
scribit Ramoth Gileaditidig esse in Perwea juxta flumen Jaboc,—Reland, Palestina
Tllustrata, 1. i, p. 966. : '

XX
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Deer, which means any large house, as wecll as a convent, was
given to the large castellated ruin here, as n modern affix to it, or
not, we could not learn; neither could we dccide whether this
large fortress-like edifice was itself a vestige of the old city of
refuge, within the enclosure of which the man-slayer was safe from
the vengeance of his pursuers, or the remains of any more modern
building. *

What ancient city the ruins of Jejaz may mark, is not so easily
determined. There was a Jahaz, at which the children of Israel
fought against Sihon, king of the Amorites, because he would not
let thempass throu gh his border ; but this was in the wilderness,
or on the borders of the Arabian Desert, to the southward of the
Dead Seca, and in the land of Moab; for it was not until Israel
had smote him, Sihon, king of the Amorites, with the edge of the
sword, that he possessed his land from Arnon unto Jabbok, and
dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites, in Ileshbon, and in all the”
villages thereof.

There was, however, a Jabesh, which could not have been far
from this spot, and, like Ramoth, was characterised by the addition
of Gilead, as a distinctive appellatign. This place is first men-
tioned in the story of the Lamentations that were made for the
destruction of the tribe of Benjamin, and the difficulties that arose
regarding marriages since they were cut off from among them.
When the Israclites came to bewail this desolation of Benjamin in
Mizpeh, they had made an oath that whoever came not up to the
mourning should be put to death. On the numbering of the
people, it was found that none of the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead
were there, and, accordingly, twelve thousand of the valiantest of
the assembly were ordered by the congregation to go and smite
the inhabitants of this place with the edge of the sword, and to.

* Ramoth, MHXY, Deut. iv. 43, Jos. xx.8. 1 Reg. 22.3. 1 Par. vi. 73, videas
montem, vel intuitis montis, vel altitudines. Eadem civitas quee et Ramoth prior.—Ono-
masticum Sacrum, p. 259.
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spare neither men, women, nor children. * The occasion of their
meeting, was to mourn the loss of a tribe whom they had them-
selves cut off from among them, by the slaughter of twenty-five
thousand men, who drew the sword, and were all men of valour,
leaving only a remnant of six hundred of the whole of the sans of
Benjamin, who fled into the desert, and abode in the rock of
Rimmon for four months. }

This Jabesh Gilead was afterwards the scene of a battle between
Saul and the Ammonites, in which the latter were discomfited.
Nahash, the leader of the Ammonites, had come up to encamp
against this place, and on being asked to make a covenant, urged
the strange condition of his being allowed to thrust out all the
people’s right eyes, which the men of Jabesh requested seven
days’ respite to consider of, during which time Saul came to their
aid, and r(-p‘leled their enemies.

At afuture period, these men of Jabesh, whom he had delivered,
had an opportunity to testity their gratitude. When the Philistine
followed hard upgn Saul, and the battle went sore against him in
Mount Gilboa, Saul, and his armour-bearer, and his three sons, fell
upon their swords, to avoid the disgrace of being slain by uncir-
cumcised hands. The Philistines, when they came on the morrow
to strip the slain, found them, and cut off the head of Saul, and
stripped off his armour, and sent it into the land of the Philistines
round about, to publish it in the houses of their idols, and among
the people. And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth.
And they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. ¢ And when
the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead heard of that which the Philistines
had done to Saul, all the valiant men arose, and went all night, and
took the body of Saul, and the bodies of his sons, from the wall of
Beth-shan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they

Judges, xxi. throughout. + Ibid, xx. 47.
Xx 2
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took their bones and buried them under a tree at Jabesh, and
fasted seven days.” *

We learn from this, that Beth-shan, or Scythopolis, was within a
night’s march from Jabesh, which fixes its position, within limits
of tolerable accuracy on the west.  Its distance, of six miles tfrom
Pella, towards Gerasa, will equally fix its limits on the cast, as Pella
is placed by all the authorities on the river Jabbokt, though it is
much farther to the eastward in the map of Cellarius, than in that
of D’Anville.  In both of these, the distance of Pella from Gerasa
corresponds pretty accurately with the thirtv-five Roman miles
assigned to it ; but, in Cellarius, the places are nearly cast and west
of each other, and in D’ Anville nearly north and south, though the
same authoritics for their respective positions were open to both.
If to this agreement in point of relative distances, be added the
resemblance of local feature in the present ruins of Jejaz, being
seated on a hill or mountain, like that of the ancient Jabesh §, it
will not be a forced presumption to consider it as at least probable
that the ruins here may be those of the ancient town, and the
present name only a corruption of the original one. §

The early writers, being rather historians than geographers,
afford, in some iustances, such scanty materials for fixing the

* | Samuel, xxai. throughout.

w2 Urbs Gileaditis, unde sewpe =93 w3 dicitur Jud. axi. 9. Jabeschite per
totam noctem facto itinere cadavera Saulis et filiorum ejus e meenibus urbis Bethsan
abstulerunt et redierunt, 1 Sam. xaxi. 11, hine judica de distantia harum urbium. Eu-
sebius ad socem "Apigaf et "la8ic testatur suo tempore fuisse vieum priegrandem hoe
nomine trans Jordanem, 6 miliar. distantem Pella versus Gerasam.— Reland, 1ib. ii.
p. 822.

f Prés du Jabok étoit une ville de considération, sous le nom de Pella, que les
Grees de Syrie qui Phabitoient, lui avoit donné, d cause de sa situation environnée
d’caux, comme la ville Macedonienne de ce nom.—D’Anville, Geog. An. Pereea et
Arabia,

1 Jabis Galaad . ... Nunc est vicus trrns Jordanem in sexto miliario civitatis
Pellae, supcr montem euntibus Gerasa. Hieron.— Reland, 1. ii. p.493.

¢ Jabes Galaad YWD siccitas, vel confusio acervi testimonii. Nomen civitatis.
Judic. xxi. 8:. 1 Sam. xi. L.—Onomasticum Sacrum, p. 159,



MOUNTAINS OF GILEAD. 341

position of places spoken of by them, that gieat accuracy cannot
he expected to be attained at this period. The resemblance of
names, the correspondence of local features, and the existence of
ruing on any particular spot, may be therefore considered as of as
much weight in defermining questions of this nature, as the
estimate of distances, which, from being given in figures, are
always liable to corrnption.  But when all these circumstances
ncarly agree, the evidence may be received as the most conclusive
now within our reach.

We continued our way from between the ruins of Deer-el
Ramza and Jejaz, still towards the north-cast, admiring, as before,
the beauty of the country on all sides.  The prospects around us
made us credit all that has been said of the ancient populousness of
this district ; and while we felt the difficulty, in many instances, of
identifying ancient positions with the perfect correspondence of all
the requisite data, we conceived it highly probable that one place
might be sometimes taken for another, in a kingdom of so confined
an extent, yet so thickly, spread over with populous towns and
villages, and in which are said 1o have existed threescore cities. *

At sunset we reached the camp of the Bedouins, whom we had
joined on our way, and were received there with their accustomed
hospitality. It was carried so far in the present instance, as even
to occasion a contention among the Arabs themselves, as to which
of them should furnish the necessary corn for our horses. A lamb

ras killed for us, and all the members of the camp assembled
around our evening party in the Sheikh’s tent, to entertain us, and
to assurc us of our welcome among them. Our conversation was
sufficiently varied ; but though our destination for Damascus was
spoken of, our intention to halt at Jerash was studiously concealed,
and at midnight we lay down to sleep.

* ¢ The son of Geber, in Ramoth Gilead: to him pertained the towns of Jair, the
son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead, to him also pertained the region of Argob, which
1s in Bashan, threescore great cities, with walls and brazen bars.” 1 Kings, iv. 18.



CHAPTER XX.

FROM THE ARAB CAMP TO JERASH,

- 1

Janvary 81st. 'We quitted our station at an early hour, and, after
leaving the camp, passed again through a rich and beautiful country.
It was about an hour- after our first setting out that we came to
another torrent, in a deep ravine, the stream of which was called
Nahr-el-Zebeen. The ?o)rd at which we crossed .it was scarcely
more than ten yards wide, and here the banks were covered with
rushes, planes, and oleanders. It appeared to us to be only a more
northern portion of Zerkah or the Jabbok, which we had already

{
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passed over once; but this the Arabs contradicted, though they
said that, like Zerkah, it mingled its waters with those of the Jor-
dan, and ran together with them into the Dead Sea.

In ascending from the valley of this stream, and going up its
steep northern bank, we were shown what appeared to us to be a
tower, with a wall and portions of ruined edifices near. This
place was called Zebeen, and gave its name to the torrent below.
It was said to have been an old Christian scttlement ; but, as we
were not permitted to turn aside to see it, we could not determine
with accuracy either its age or character.

We were here interrupted and thrown into a momentary alarm,

by the pursuit of two horsemen, who came galloping over the brow
of the hill behind us, commanding us with a loud voice, and in an
authoritative tone, to halt and give an account of ourselves.
Though we considered ourselves to be in a strange and almost an
enemy’s country, we were not, however, in a condition to yield to
the menaces of so small a force. We therefore replied to their
.challenge in a towe equally haughty with their own, and refused
to satisty them cither from whence we had come or whither we
were going ; so that they soon desisted from their pursuit and
left us.

In continuing our way fo the north-cast, we still went through a
beautifully fertile country ; and, after passing three or four ruined
buildings of considerable sizc on the road, we came about ten
o’clock into a charming valley, from whence we obtained the first
sight of the ruins of Jerash.

We approached the remains of this city on the southern side,
and saw, at first, a triumphal gateway, nearly entire. ~ The archi-
tecture of this was not of the most chaste kind, though the ma-
sonry was good. It bore a striking resemblance to the work seen
in the ruined city of Antino¢, in Upper Egypt, on the eastern
bank of the Nile. On each side of the large central afch of this

* No. 1. in the General Plan.
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gateway, which was wide enough for chariots, there was a smaller
onc for foot-passengers, and over each of these was an open square
window. The front of the whole bore four columns, which were
placed one on cach side of the smaller arched passages, and one in
each of the intervals between these and the large central one.
These columns were of a small diameter, and constructed of many
separate pieces of stone; their pedestals were of a square form,
but tall and slender; on cach of these was placed a design of
leaves, resembling very nearly a Corinthian capital without the
volutes ; on this again arose the shaft, which was plain, and com-
posed of many small pieces, but as all the columns were hroken
near their tops, the crowning capitals were not seen.  The pedi-
ment and fricze were also destroyed, but cnough of the whole
remained to give an accurate idea of the original design, and to
prove that the orvder of the architecture was Corinthiam, *

After passing through this first gateway, we came upon the
fragments of its own ruins within ; but sceing no vestiges of walls
connected with the gate itself on either side, we concluded that
this was an isolated triumphal arch, placed here for the passage of
some hero, on his way to the entrance of the city.

Just within this gateway, on the left, we next observed a fine
naumachia, for the exhibition of sca-fiehts. + This was of an
oblong shape, with its southern end straight, and its northern end
of a semicircular form. It was constructed of fine masonry, smooth
within, but having the rustic projections without, and being
finished on the top with a large moulding, wrought in the stone.
The channels for filling this naumachia with water were still
visible, and the walls within were from six to cight fect deep,
though level with the soil without; but as this space was now
uscd as a field on which corn was actually growing, it is probable
that the soil had accumulated progressively there, and that the
original depth was much greater.

\
* See the Wignette at the head of this chapter. + No. 2. in the General Plan.
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Passing onward amid heaps of ruined fragments, we came next
to a second gateway, exactly similar in design to the triumphal
one without, but connected here on both sides with the wall of the
city, to which it formed the entrance.

Lcaving the tiiumphal arch and naumachia, we entered into the
city through this its southern gate; and, on turning to the left,
and passing by a raised platform of masonry, which supported the
front of a peripteral temple f, we came into a large and beautifid
circular colonnade, of the Ionic order,®surmounted hx an archi-
trave. T Above the temple, on our left, was an open theatre,
facing to the north §; but of this, as well as of the témple itself,
we could catch but a momentary glance before we were obliged to
return to the straight path.

We could now perceive a long avenue of columns, leading in a
straight linefor a considerable distance beyond the circular colon-
nade, and appearing to mark the direction of some principal
street that led through the whole length of the city. On entering
.this street, we perceived that the columns were all of the Corinthian
order, the range on cach side of the street being ascended to by a
flight of steps. The proportions of the pillars seemed chaste ; they
were without pedestals, and their plain shafts swelled in diameter
from the base towards the centre, gnd then tapered away towards
the capital.

Passing onward through this street, and dimbing over huge
masses of fallen columns and masonry, we noticed four columns
on each side of the way, of much greater height and larger diameter
than theTest, but, like all the others, supporting only an entablature,
and probably %tanding before the front of some principal edifice
now destroyed. ’

Beyond this we came to a square, formed by the first intersection
of this prineipal street by one crossing it at right angles, and like

* No. 8. in the General Plan. t+ No. 4. in ditto.
t No. 5. in ditto. § No. 6. in ditto.
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it too apparently ouce lined on both sides by an avenue of columns.
At this point of intersection were four square masses of siiooth
masonry, in the nature of very large pedestals. These had in cach
of their fronts a niche for a statue, which was concave at the back,
arched at the top, and crowned therc by a beautiful fan or shell
neatly sculptured. On the top of these large square pedestals,
appeared to have once stood small Corintliian columns, the shafts
and capitals of which now lay scattered below, so that they might
have been l.Jases of peristyles.

Continuing still onward, and passing the fragment of a solid
wall on our’left, which had formed part of the front of some large
edifice, we came to a portion ef-a temple of a semicircular form,
with four columus in front, facing the principal street, and falling
in a line with it. The spring of its half-dome was still remaining,
as well as several yellow marble columus, and a fragment of a
column of red granite. The whole seemed to have been execyted
with peculiar care, and we thought the sculpture of its friczes,
cornices, pediments, capitals, &c., which were all,of tlie Corinthian
order, as rich and chaste as the works of the first ages. . Around
the frieze of the interior was an inscription, of which we could not
be allowed time to take an accurate copy.

On a broken altar, near to the ruin, we observed another inscrip-
tion, which we were not suffered to examine minutely, although
we could make outsthe name of Marcus Aurelins very distinctly
at the beginning of it.  Beyond this again, we had temples, colon-
nades, theatres, arched buildings with domes, dctached groups of
Tonic and Corinthian columns, bridges, aqueducts, and pottions of
large buildings scattered here and there in our way¥snone of which
we could examine with any degree of attentton, from the restraint
under which our guides had placed us.

After passing in this hurried way, thyough the greater part of
the town, and arriving nearly at the further extreme from that at

' Nos. 8, 9, 10, 11. 18, 15, 18. of the General Plan.
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which we had entered it, we turned down to water our horses at a
stream in the valley *; and assembled our party, so as to preserve
the appearance of really being passengers merely halting. by the
way; on our road to Damascus.

While the guides and our scrvants were taking some refresh-
ment, Mr. Bankes and I ascended to a convenicnt spot- whera we
could both conceal ougselves from the sight of passengers below ;
and while Mr. Bankes was employed in taking.a hasty sketch of
the whole view as it appeared from henge, I caught the opportunity
of throwing together the recollections of our rgute from Jerusalem
thus far, as not a moment had yet offgred itself from the time of
our leaving that city, in which it would have been safe to have
written, or to have excited curiosity by the -appearance of such
unusual things as pen and paper.

Having done this, Mr. Bankes made a second excursion with the
guides, and’1 remained to keep the impatience of the rest in play,
to answer questions from passengers, and to prolong our stay to
.the last possible moment.

After this momentury glance over these mter(.sl:mn‘ and magnj-
ficent ruins, we were obliged to hurry, off in a state of mind not
easily described ; delighted and surprised by what we had come so
dangerous a jomrney to behold, and tormented by regret at the
necessity of catching a mere sight of them, and of quitting the spot,
as we then thought, most probably for ever.

Having passed the northern wall of the city, which appeared
tous to be at least a mile apart from its southern gate of entrance t,
the whole space between being covered with the ruins of splendid
buildings, we ascended a steep hill, and, in abofit a quarter of* an
hour, came to the Neeropolis. We saw here some few grottoes
only, but in the course of our way, we remarked nearly a hundred
sarcophagi of stone, all of them now above ground. Most of these

No. 14. of the General Plan.
Both marked No. 8. in the General Plan,
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were ornamented on the sides with sculptured shields ; they were
of oblong forms, straight at the sides agnd ends, made of a grey dime-
stone, and about the size of the human form in the hollow space,
and from two to threc inches in thickness. We saw only one
cover perfect, which was pent-roofed, and had the section of a
glohe at cach corner in the Roman style. Many of these sarco-
phagi were broken, and some reversed ; but all appeared to have
been dragged up from the earth by force, as they lay in heaps
sometimes one on another. They were probably thought to con-
tain hidden treasures, and were thus ransacked by the Saracens.

In our way up this steep hill, we found near the Necropolis,
the remains of a small temple with columns, which we could not
turn out of our road to examine ; and still further on, we noticed
the walls and dwellings of a village which were well-built, and
apparently the works of a distant age.

Westurned round here to cnjoy a last look on the splendid ruins
we had left so abruptly, and so unwillingly too, and were charmed
beyond description with the magnificent scene which it presented.
The city standing itsclf on a rising ground, seemed from this point
of view to be seated in the llol]ow ot a grand and deecp valley,
encircled, on all sides by lofty mountains now covered with verdure,
and having part of its own plain below in actual cudtivation. Near
to where we stood was the ruined village already spoken of, and
on the summit of the southern hill whick bounded the view in
that quarter, stood the modern village of Aioode, having a central
tower and walls, and f‘ormmg the retreat of the huabandmen who
till the grounds in .the valley beneath. The circular colonnade,
the avenues of Cernthian pillars forming the grand street, the
southern gate of entrance, the naumachia, and the triumphal arch
beyond it, the theatres, the temples, the aqueducts, the baths, and
all the assemblage of noble buildings which presented their vestiges
to the view from hence, secemed to indicate a city built only for
luxury, for. splendour, and for pleasure; although it was a mere
colonial town in a foreign province, distant from tha«capital of the
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great gmypire to which it belonged, and scarcgly known either in
spcegd or profane history.

It would be in vain to altempt a picture of the impressions
which followed such a sight. We were considered by our guides
to be in danger,. and self-preservation pushed us on, while the
change of scenery and the occupation of the mind on the necessary
cares of the way, served to bring it back to its original state of
calm.

We continued, from the summit of this northern mountain, to
descend gradually and passed again through an interesting and
well-wooded country, arriving in about an hour and a half at the
village of Soof, wherc our halt was fixed for the night.

We were received here in & sort of public room by the sheikh
of the village, but instantly perceived the marked difference be-
tween the hospitality of the Bedouins and the cultivators ; for herc
pot a stick 8f firewood was to be had without payment for it before-
hand.

As tlie sun was not yet set, we left our guides tp manage with
the villagers for "our supplics, and walked out for half an hour.
though obliged to do even this with extreme caution, as all eyes
were upon us.

Jhe village of Soof stands on the brow of a steep hill, on the
S/W. of a deep ravine. It possesses several marks of having been
the site of some more ancient and considerable town, having large
blocks of stone, with mouldings, sculpture, &c. worked into the
modern buildings‘; and on the opposite.hill, on the other side of
the ravine, are.seen the walls ¢f an cdifice apparently of the Roman
age. There are also.remains of two small squaretowers, apparently
of Suracenic work, the masonry being good, and there being laop-
holes for arrows in the walls

The town of Soof contains from forty to fifty dwellings, and
nearly five hundred inhabitants, mcludmg those of all ages and
both sexes. The Sheikh of it is.responsible to the Pasha of
Damascus, and pays him tribute. Thé men are not only rigid but



350 FROM THE ARAB CAMP TO JERASH.

bigoted Mohammedans, and of a surly and forbidding temper, .as
far as we had yet seen of-them. Their grounds around are cultj-
vated.with corn, and both the olive and the vine flourish in abund-
ance, furnishing them with oil from the former, and grapes and
dried raisins from the latter, wine being unknown among them.

_Some women having noticed our writing, during the secrecy of
our walk, circulated a report of the fact, and insisted on knowing
what e were about. We were fortunate in being able to persuade
them that we were Turks, and repeating the formula, “ B'ism illgh,
er Rahman er Rahheem,” assured them that we were merely
employed.in writing a prayer on the appearance of the new moon,
after the manner of the faithful. :

When we returned from our ramIJ]e, we found a large part,y
assembled in the public room, and we exchanged with them the
salute of Islam. We were not long seated, before close enquiries
began to be pressed upon us, and we felt every hour more uneasy
at their tendency. We sought our.safety, however, in reserve ; and
as the party was numerqus, we contrived, am:dst the mlxtu.re of
prayers, and wrangling, and-dispute, and 1mprecat10n, to keep our-
selves undiscovered.

« February 1st. The day broke in hem) rains, and our Bedouin
guides refused to proceed, as the horses were already wearied, and
shelter could not always be commanded on the road. The desme
of Mr. Bankes and myself to revisit the ruins of Jerash was equally
strong ; and since all our endeavours were not sufficient to prevail
on our guides to brave the weather, we determined on stealing to
the ruins in the interval, at all risks yhich it might “involve. _

As it was impossible, however, to-absent ourselves from so
enquiring & company without being noticed, some motive was,
necessary to be assigned, and it luckily happened that gne really
presented itself of sufficient force to be admitted. On the preced-,
ing day, while writing the notes of our route from Jerusalem to
Jerash, beneath a rock, I had left a knife behind me, and it was
professedly under the hope ‘of finding this that we set out on .foot
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to'go a journey of two full hours over a steep and rugged road, and
amifl' a heavy rain, which threatencd long continuance.

We werc accompanied by one of our guides only, to whom a
pair of boots was promised for his pains, and by a man of the
village with his musket, to whom half a dollar was to be given at
his return. We were wet threugh, as might have been expected,
long before we reached the spot ; but the grand vigw of Geraza,
from the northern heights which overlooked its splendid ruins, was
even in the mist that half obscured them, sufficient of itself to
repay our toils.

Wé descended now by another road, to avoid passing imme-
diately through the site of the city, keeping on its” western edge,
and passed there an extension of the Necropolis, through which we
had gone on the preceding day ; the form, the size, and the
sculptured grhaments of the sarcophagi, were still the same, and
there were certainly more than fifty of them now above the
gtound. 'They lay together in heaps, and seemed, like the rest, to
have'been dragged up from the earth with violence, as many of
them were broken, and others reversed. '

" Notwithstanding the violence of the rains, which had reduced
the parched earth to a state of mud, and rendcred the ploughed
lands almost impassable, the peasantry were all out, either at the
plough or scattering seed, the labour of husbandry being already
too much retarded by .the late long drought to admit of an hour
being lost. This was most unfortunate for us, as we necessarily
passed several of them, and attracted the more notice from being
on foot ift sirch unseasonable weather. -

. At length we reached the back of the southern theatre, and
descen_dmg into*it by one of the regular doors, sought a momént’s
shelter and repose in the covered passage which led to the'seats.
Even here, we were visited by one of the old peasants from the
fields, who insisted that we weré come to take away the hidden
treasures of the genii'who had built these' palaces and castles. We
replied, that, being on‘our way from Egypt to Constantinople, we
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ruined arched building on the south ot the first entrance, to the
small temple on the north of the opposite one, is about five
thousand feet, as measured by paces, or nearly an English mile.
The general direction of this square is, with its sides, nearly to-
wards the four cardinal points; byt none of these sides are per-
fectly straight, probably from the inequality of the ground along
which they run.

The city stood on the facing slopes of two opposite hills, with 'a
narrow but not a deep valley between them, through which ran a
clear stream of water springing from fountains near the centre of
the town, and bending its way thence to the southward.

The eastern hill, though rather more extensive in its surface than
.the western one, rises with a steeper slope, and is consequently
not so well fitted for building on. We found it*covered with
shapeless heaps of rubbish, evidently the wreck of houses, as the
walls of some of them were still visible; but as neither colugns
nor other vestiges of ornamental building were to be seen among
these, we concluded that this portion of the city, was chiefly inha-
bited by the lower orders of the people.

The whole surface of the western hill is covered with temples,
theatres, colonnades, and ornamental architecture, and was no doubt
occupied by the more dignified and noble of the citizens. The
general plan of the whole was evidently the work of one founder,
and must have been sketched out before the Roman city, as we
now see it in its ruins, began to be built. The walls of the city
werc as nearly equal in length, and faced as nearly to the four car-
dinal points as the nature of the ground would admit.

The eastern portion was chosen for the residence of the great
mass of the people; first, from its being of more extensive surface;
and next, from its being less adapted to the erection of fine build-
ings, or the producticn of architectural effect. The western per-
tion was devoted purely to the grandeur of display and decoration,
and the regularity of its arrangement is no less striking thar ‘the
number of splendid edifices crowded together in so small a space.
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One straight and spacious street extends through the whole
length of the city, from north to south, ending at the gates of' these
respective quarters, there being only these two now remaining ;
nor are there, indeed, any conclusive appearances of therc ever
having been uny other than these two entrances into the city.

This main street is intersected, at nearly equal distances of one
fourth of its length from each gate, by two other streets, which
cross it at right angles, and extend through the whole breadth
of this western portion of the city, the point of intersection in
each being ornamented with a public square.

From each of thesc intersections to their respectively nearest
gate, the order of architecture that prevailed was Ionic; but in
the central space, between these intersections, and including a
length equal to half that of the whole city, the predominant order
was Corinthian.

In the centre, or nearly so, of this central space was anoble palace,
probably the residence of the Governor, with a beautiful Corinthian
temp]e in front, and another more ruined one behind, in right lines
‘with it; and the semicircular recess of a still more highly-finished
temple beside it. In a line with these edifices, and on the east of
them, was a bridge crossing the small stream in the valley. In a
lipe with the first or southern street of intersection was another
bridge, and nearly in a line with the northern street, and also on
the east of it, was a very extensive bath.

Just within the southern gate of entrance, was a peripteral
temple, a circular colonnade, and a theatre ; and just within the
northern gate of entrance was also a theatre, a temple, and a mi-
litary guard-house. Both the principal street extending the whole
length of the city, and those which crossed it and ran through its
breadth, were lined by avenues of columns extending in one un-
broken range on each side, and ascended to by steps.

There were also other edifices scattered in different parts of
the city, which will be seen in examining the plan ; but the whole
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was remarkable for the regularity and taste of its design, no less
than for its able and perfect execution.

Between those two hills on which the whole city thus stood, was
the narrow valley before mentioned. At its upper or northern
end it became so confined as to constitute a difficult pass; and it
was near to this part that the military guard-house stood to com-
mand it. Below this, to the southward, was a large Corinthian
temple on the plain ; still farther down in this valley, or near the
centre of its whole enclosed length, was the source of a beauti-
fully clear spring, around which had been erected fountains and
other appropriate works.  Still to the south of this, was another
large bath, consisting of many apartments, and having many
fallen columns near it ; and almost opposite to this were the bridge
before spoken of, and an aqueduct which crossed the stream on
arches. The stream then pursued its course to the southward,
until it passed beneath the city walls there, and followed after-
wards the general direction of the valley.

Such were the outline features of this interesting city ; but it
will be perhaps worth a more minute’ descripti‘on. This can be
best made by following up the order in which the edifices pre-
sented themselves to us on owur first .visit ; and this, too, will
furnish just occasion to preserve the first impressions which the
sight of these edifices respectively made, corrected, when neces-
sary, by those of our subsequent examination.

The outer or southernmost building was unquestionably a trium-
phal arch*, and, as such, stood quite unconnected with any wall,
and lay in the direct line to the city-gate, for the passage of proces-
sions through it on approaching the city from the southward.
The style of its architecture has been already particularly detailed ;
the whole length of its front is forty paces, or about eighty feet.

# No. 1. of the General Plan.
+ The measurements were all made by short paces, and these were found, on taking
an average of one hundred of them, to be about two English feet each.
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It consists of three arched passages, the central one of which is
about thirty feet in height within, and twenty feet broad; and
the two side ones about twenty feet in height, and ten feet broad ;
the length of all the passages being the same, and measuring
about twenty feet, so that the central one is a square below, and
the side ones of an oblong form.

In a direction of S. by W. from this triumphal arch, and at the
distance of about three hundred yards, are the remains of a ruined
building, of which nothing is now seen but some portions of ex-
cellent masonry, and arches of the Roman form. Sufficient of
the edifice does not remain, however, to decide on its nature or
its origimal use.

To the S. 8. E., at about one hundred and fifty yards’ distance
from the triumphal arch, and beyond the limits of the plan, are
about twenty sepulchral caves hewn down in "the rock. They are
now open and destitute of sarcophagi within, though some of these
are found on the outside, dragged from their original silence, and
violated, broken, and destroyed. These sepulchral caves are seen
on the brows of both the hills here, with the stream of water and
the valley between them, and facing respectively to the eastward
and to the westward. Those which are on the eastern hill are near
the very edge of the low cliff there, and face toward the west;
but these are mostly broken and injured by their exposed situation.

Those on the western hill are more perfect, the passage into
them being cut obliquely down through the earth on a gentler
slope. Some of these caverns are large within, but all are of rude
workmanship ; several of them have been recently used for dwel-
lings, or places of temporary shelter, as small fences and marks of
fire-places remain to be seen.

The small ruined building which is within the triumphal arch
on the E. N. E,, is of a square form, and has some few shafts of
columns near it, both erect and fallen ; but it presents nothing
remarkable in its construction, nor is its original use easily con-
jectured.
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The naumachia is about seven hundred feet in length, and three
hundred in breadth, preserving nearly an oblong form, * At the
southern or lower end the wall is straight, and at right angles with
the sides ; but at the northern, or upper end. the form is semi-
circular, The depth now visible below the upper edge of the
masonry, which is itself level with the soil without and around it,
is about eight feet; but as there has been, for many ages, an accu-
mulation of soil, Ly the yearly deposit of water and decay of
vegetable matter in this reservoir, there is now a cultivated piece
of ground within it. . The masonry of the sides of this nauma-
chia is of the most uniform and excellent kind ; the inner face is
smooth, and the outer, or that presented to the soil behind it, pre-
serves the projections of the rustic manner. The upper edge is
neatly finished with a moulding, but there are no appearances of
seats or benches for'the spectators, who must therefore have wit-
nessed the exhibition from one common level above. *

The two channels for filling it with water are still perfect, and
led into it from about cqual distances on the eastern side, as
marked in the plan. Above that part of the city wall under which
the stream runs, and where the wall makes an clbow to fall into
a line with the city-gate, one branch of the stream is carried over
the brow of the western hill, to conduct a portion of the waters
to the channels for filling the naumachia ; and another continues
along the side of the same western hill, going to the southward for
some purpose that we did not trace ; while the main body of the
streams runs in the valley below, descending progressively to a
deeper bed. But these two channels, which hcre lead to separate
destinations, unite only from the arched aqueduct, a little south-
ward of the bridge, running from thence along the side of the
western hill, and preserving its original level ; while the bed of
the valley gradually slopes downward to the south. On the brow
of the opposite or eastern hill, still without the walls of the town,

* No. 2. of the General Plan.
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is seen also a channel which' conveys water, even at the present
time, to some part more southerly, which we did not however
trace to its end.

The intention of placing this naumachia immediately within the
triumphal arch, and exactly in the line of mareh from thence to
the principal entrance of the city, was perhaps for the exhibition
of some naval shows, illustrative of the cxploits of the person ho-
noured with the triumph, and for whom both the arch and the
naumachia were probably expressly constructed. It is easy to
suppose that it might have been a triumph given to some hero
who had distinguished himself+in a battle on the sca of Galilee or
the lake of Tiberias, since there werec many sea-fights there
between the Jews and the Romans; but the details of the history
of this city are so scanty, that no particular instance of such
triumph is known to me as being -on record.

It may be observed, that the building here assumed to be a nau-
machia could not have been a circus, or a hippodromus: first, be-
cause it is evideqtly too much sunk beyond the common level for
such a place; next, because water could not have been necessary
to-be supplied to it in streams by aqueducts, if this were the pur-
pose to which it was applied ; and, lastly, because there is no
visible appearance in any part of it, though its wall is still perfect
all around, of any place of descent for either horscs or chariots, or
even of steps for the descent of footmen.

To the north-west of the naumachia, on a higher part of the
hill, - distant from two to three hundred yards, and beyond the
limits of the plan, are a great number of sarcophagi, reversed,
braken, and scattered about, but evidently not far from their
original place, so that one of the portions of the necropolis of this
city must have been here. These sarcophagi are all of the black
basaltic stone, and mostly sculptured with Roman devices ; but

among them there are none remarkable for superior elegance in
their execution.



360 RUINS OF THE ANCIENT GERAZA.

In a direction of N. N. W. frdn the naumachia, also on the
hill, and still without the city-walls, are the remains of a Corin-
thian work, which offered nothing remarkable in its construction ;
and this completed all that fell within our notice on the outside
of the city to the.south of it. '

On entering the city itself, by its southern gate, the passage is
difficult, from the gateway being buried in its own ruins. Enough
of it remains, however, to show the general design of three arched
passages, as in the triumphal arch without ; and the order of archi-
tecture in both is the same. The walls of the city are here plainly
to be traced, connected with the gate on both sides, going from it
upward on the west over the rising ground, and descending from
it on the east to go down over the brow of the hill, and lastly
ascending from thence over the steep slope of the opposite or
eastern hill.

On passing within this gate, the attention is suddenly arrested
by the beautiful group of buildings which appear on the left, con-
sisting of a peripteral temple, a theatre, and a cipcular colonnade.
From the suddenness of the charm which this produces on the be-
holder, the actual deviation from a right line is not at all perceived,
nor were we even aware of such zn irregularity, until the relative
positions and bearings of every object came to be set down on
paper, in the delineation of the general plan. The spectator walks
forward, unconscious of such a deviation ; and this illusion, which
at first is principally caused by the splendour of the whele view, is
considerably assisted by the front wall of the platform of masonry,
built to support the foundations of the peripteral temple above it,
and partly, perhaps, to aid the effect. As this wall is perfectly
parallel with the direction of the line of movement in going
toward the colonnade, and the view is directed to the centre of
this great circle, the deception is completed on arriving there by a
magnificent prospect of the principal street, which is lined by a
continued avenue of columns, extending to the opposite gate of
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the city on the north. . Nothingcould be more ingenious than this
contrivance to hide an irregularity of plan. The nature of the
ground seems not to have admitted the placing the gates of the
city immediately opposite to each other, and having the street
betweeh them in a right line ; but this defect is so happily veiled,
that, I believe, many persons might enter it at one end, and quit
it at the other, without at all perceiving it.

The peripteral temple, which is the first building on entering
the city from the south, stands on very elevgted ground, and seems
almost to hang on the brow of the hill. To support its founda-.
tions, and to extend the level space in front of it, a long pier of
masonry has been constructed, which forms a sort of platform be-
fore the edifice, and on this is seen a small square building, with
tragments of arched-work near 1t, the use of which is not
apparent.

The form of this temple is an oblong sguare, the front of' which
faces exactly E. by N. by compass. At this front stood a noble
])m‘thO, formed by a double row of eight columns. Around the
rest of the edifice was a single row of similar*columns, eleven in
number, on each side. In each side-wall ) about half way up its
height, were nine niches, answering to the intervals formed by the
intercolumniation of the surrounding colonnade; and .seven of
these nine were still perfect. Whether they were intended to or-
nament the wall, or to contain statues, did not appear; but they
presented nothing remarkable in their design. The masonry was
everywhere smooth, and the outer frieze and cornige of the build-
ing was quite plain.

A similarly, ingenious arrangement, for concemling a deviation from a right line,
is found in the beautiful temple of Philoé, at the Cataracts of the Nile, as is well de-
lineated and illustrated by Denon, in his plans of the edifices on that island ; and at
Palmyra too, those accurate observers, Messrs.Wood and Dawkins, noticed a gate-way
which was so contrived, as that the two fronts faced at right angles with the respective
streets which led from them, though these streets were not in one right line, as may be
seen in their superb drawings and plans of the ruins there.

t No. 4, of the General Plan.
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arranged in two divisions, now visible above ground, and those
contain each fifteen rows of benches ; but there is great reason
to believe, from the accumulation of rubbish in the arena, that
another similar division of seats is now hidden beneath it. These
divisions were separated by a space for walking, formed by an
interval equal to the breadth of two ranges of seats, and this space
facilitated the passage of the spectators from one part of the
theatre to the other. The lowermost of the two divisions now
visible, was intersected by three flights of steps, in the form of
rays, and placed at equal distances, the central one running up the
whole height of both divisions, with a break at the passage
between them ; and the two others ending at that passage, with-
out being continued in the same line above it. The upper divi-
sion had, however, seven such flights of cunei, as they were called ;
the central one forming a continuation of that below, and being
wider than the others, with a low balustrade on each side; and the
other flights similar to the two smaller ones in the lower division,
and placed three on each side at equal intervals.

Entering upor® this platform of separation between the two
divisions of benches described, which platform is just four feet in
breadth, there are four door-ways, about ec'luidlstant from the ends
of the semicircle, from the central flight of steps, and from each
other. These doors were the terminations of arched passages run-
ning through the theatre, and going beneath the upper seats, as
they led inward from the outer part of the semicircular wall. It
was by these passages that the audience entered from without;
and on coming upon this platform they could walk conveniently
along it, until they were opposite to any particular part of the
theatre desired, and either ascend to the higher or descend on the
lower division of seats by the flights of steps already mentioned.
For the ascent there were, as will be seen in the plan, seven dis-
tinct flights, while for the descent there were but three. The
audience had, therefore, never occasion to pass through the arena,
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or open central space below, nor in any way to approach near to
the stage.

The interior of the closed front, or scene, presented a great rich-
ness of effect, from the lavish decoration and profusion of archi-
tectural ornament which was displayed there. The order observed
throughout was Corinthian. The accumulation of rubbish, added
to the fallen fragments of its own ruins, has occasioned the pave-
ment of the stage to be entirely covered ; and even the door-ways
are some of them buried nearly up to their architraves. But stil}
enough is seen to trace the design of the whole.

In this scene there are three doors, placed at about equal dis-
tances from each other, and from the angles of the building in
front.  The central door is square at the head, and is the largest
of the three ; the two others, one on each side of it, are arched.
There are four niches placed, one between and one on the sides of
each of the three doors. The two nearest the anglesof the bulld-
ing have triangular pediments, and are highly ornamented.

A range of columns extends along the interior of the front, or
facing toward the audience ; and, with' reference to them, behind
the stage, or between ' the stage and the scene. The interco-
Jumniation of these is irregular, from their being made to leave
the dterval, opposite the {ront doors, clear. They are, therefore,
disposed in four divisions, of four pillars each. These cover the
space of wall in which the niches are; the niches: being seen
through the intercolumniation of the two central pillars of each,
Behind each of these rows of four pillars, are four pilasters, corre-
sponding in order, size, and position, and placed, like the columns,
two beside each niche. In addition to this, there is, on hoth sides
of each of the three front doors, a smaller Corinthian column,
standing in a sort of recess. Some of these columns do not want
much of their full proportion of height, as measured by their
diameters ; though the doors beside which they stand are, as was
before said, buried nearly up to their architraves. These, at first
sight, produced the impression that the architect had observed, in
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this scene; what is called order upon order, or the erection of a
story of one order of architecture over another of a different one.
There were no other appearances that corroborated or confirmed
this suspicion, however, so that the pedestals on which these
eolumns stood must either have been unusually high, or they rose-
from a surbasement, or something ‘similar, beneath. It would
have been an interesting task, had we possessed the means and
time to effect it, to have cleared away the whole of the rubbish
down to the very pavement of the stage. It occurred to Mr.
Bankes, that, notwithstanding the ruin of some parts of this
edifice, it was, perhaps, on the whole, the most perfect Roman
theatre now remaining in the world. He had himself seen all
those of Italy; and in Greec® we know how much they are de-
stroyed ; and he remembered none so perfect as this, more parti-
cularly as to these most interesting parts, its stage and sccne. The
complete examination of this would, therefore, have thrown much
light on the nature of such structures among the Romans, and
would have helped us to understand more, perhaps, of their stage
" management, of‘scenery, *entrance, exit, &e. than we now know.
We even thought it probable, that some of the statucs which once-
filled the niches above, might be found in a tolerably perfect state
on clearing away this rubbish; as if we sought out causes to
encrease our regret, at not being able to put our desires into exe-
cution. We drew back often to look upon the whole, admiring
the rich decorations of the Corinthian order, displayed in all its
‘pomp on this small, but highly finished work. C
Besides the doors of the front, there were also two larger side-
doors, that led directly mpon the stage from without ; used, pro-
bably; for the entrance and exit of the actors, during the exhibition
of the play. . These doers were more spacious, and coarser in their
construction, than the others, and the passages over them were
srched. . There were.yet two other doors, which led from an
abthed passage that went round under the lower seats of the
theatre, into the open central space, or arena; and we conceived



266 RUINS OF THE ANCIENT GERAZA.

that it was here the actors themselves made their first entry,
coming by this arched passage from some general room of prepar-
ation on each side, and passing immediately on the stage. The
musicians, and others concerned in the shows, might, perhaps, have
entered here: for it is observed of ancient theatres, that there were
two kinds of doors ; the one led to the open air, the other was for
going into or coming out of the cloisters, that those within the
theatres might not be thereby disturbed ; but out of one gallery
there went an inward passage, divided into partitions, also, which
led into another gallery, to give room to the combatants and to
the musicians to go out, as occasion required. *

The theatre was entirely open above, nor were there any appear-
ances of its ever having been roofed. It faced towards the north,
probably that the audience might be thus shaded from a southern
sun, and might receive the cool breezes which usually blow from
that quarter ; two luxuries worthy of being obtained by every pus
sible means, in a climate so warm as this is during the greafer
part of the year.

So,little appears to emain of any ancient descriptions of these
edifices, that one may be forgiven for an attempt to supply that
deficiency, by minute details of such features of them as we find
in their ruins, and by a comparison of what we observed here,
with the accounts given us of similar structures in other places,
In this task it may be permitted to use the information contained in
an obscure, but highly interesting, and, we may say, learned paper,
inserted originally in the Gentleman’s Magazine, but-withoyt a
name.t This ingenious writer observes, that ancient authors have
treated of the construction of theatres but obscurely and, imper-
fectly. Vitruvius has given us no account, either of their dimen-

* Josephus, in his account of the assassination of Caius, at & theatre in Rome,
Ant. Jud. Lxix. ¢.1. 5,18,

+ See _th'e selection of curious articles from this work, as recommended to thé
editor originally by the celebrated Gibbon, and since published in four voleiuds
octavo. vol.i. p. 201.
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sions, or of the number of their principal and constituting parts,
presuming, I suppose, that they had been well enough known, or
could never have perished. Among the more modern writers,
the learned Scaliger has omitted the most essential parts ; and the
citations of Bullingerus from Hesychius, Eustathius, Suidas, and
others, throw but an imperfect light on the real construction
of ancient theatres. In the description of the first Athenian
theatre, dedicated to Bacchus, and built by the famous architect,
Philos, in the time of Pericles, it is said that the diameter was
just one hundred Athenian feet, and that from thence it derived its
name of Hecatompedon.

We see, therefore, that this theatre of Geraza. was of larger di-
mensions than that of Bacchus at Athens, notwithstanding that this
last, the ruins of which, upwards of two centuries ago, were mea-
sured by Mons. de la Guilatiere, was then considered to be a
monument of ancient magnificence worthy of being preserved. In
the theatre at Athens, there was a part of the area, which compre-
hended fourteen feet of the diameter, that did not belong precisely
" to the theatre, bcging behind the scene; whereas, in this at Geraza,
the breadth of the scene itself is a hundred and twenty feet from
east to west, without any deduction ; and the distance between the
lowest range of seats, now above the rubbish, and the central door
of that scene, is eighty feet; the remaining part of the seats, in
thickness, making more than the remaining twenty feet; so that
there is, therefore, one hundred feet full and complete within the
scene, whichevar way its diameter be taken.

Of the Athenian edifice it is said, the theatre itself was separated
into two principal divisions, one for the spectators, and the other
for the reprebentations. - The parts designed for the spectators
were the conistra, which the Romans called arena; the rows
or benches, the-little stairs, and the gallery; called circys. The
parts appropriated to the actors, were, the orchestra, the logeon, or
thymele, the prosenion, and the scene. In that part of the edifice
aliotted to-the spectwtors, were twenty-four. rows of seats, or
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benches, ascending gradually one above the other, and proceeding
round the conistra, or arena, in an arch of a circle to the stage,
which the Greeks called proscenion. These benches were distin-
guishedy eight and eight, by three corridors, or passages, ‘which
were called diazoma. They were of the same figure with the rows
of seats, and were contrived for the passage of the spectators
from one story to another, without incommoding those who were
already placed. For the same convenience, there were stairs that
passed from one corridor to another, across the several rows ; and
near those stairs there were doors, by which the people entered
from the galleries on the outside, and took their places according
to their rank and distinction. The best places were in the middle
division, containing eight rows of scats, between the eighth and
seventeenth ; this division was called bowleuticon, and designed for
the magistrates ; the other rows were called ephebicon, and were
for the citizens after they were eighteen years of age.”

This description would have answered, with scarcely any varation,
for the theatre at Geraza, as well as for that of Bacchus at Athens;
and this being the first that was erected in tht cradle of fine
architecture, it will follow that thc Romans, whose country of
the Decapolis was a colony of their empire, had as yet made no
deviation from the pure taste and chaste proportion of their pri-
mitive Greek models, in the construction of their theatres at
least.

The conistra, or arcna, the benches, the stairs, and the gallery,
called the circys, which was the upper range of all, still remained
perfect here ; but the erchestra, the logeon, or thymele, and the pios-
cenion, or stage, were hidden beneath the fallen fragments of the
upper part of the scene, in which, as before described, even its
own doors were nearly buried. We see here, however, that as
there were appearances of a third division of benches being also
buried beneath these fallen fragments, the number of these
divisions would then be three, as in the theatre of Bacchus ; wnd @
the doors from without all led into the corridor, or-diszoma, just
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above the central division, it was equally probable that this
division formed the bouleuticon for the people of rank and dis-
tinction ; and that the upper and lower diviions, which were not
so easy of access, were the ephebicon for the citizens generally.

In the theatre of Bacchus, the whole number of the benches
contained only twenty-four rows, in three divisions of eight each.
At Geraza there were thirty rows, in two of fifteen each, now
visible above the rubbish, which, as it covered the arena and the
doors of the scene nearly up to their architraves, no doubt hid be-
neath it another division of probably several ranges of seats, so
that the number of such ranges was greater considerably than in
that at Athens.

The height of those rows of benches in the theatre of Bacchus
is said to have been thirteen inches; and their breadth about
twenty-two iwches ; the lowest bench was near four feet high from
the level of the floor ; the height and breadth of the corridors and
passages was double the height and breadth of the benches. . The
sides of the stairsypassing from the body of the edifict towards the
stage, were not parallel, for the space betwixt them grew sharper
as they came near the conistra or arena, and euded in the figure of .
a wedge, whence the Romans called them cunei. To prevent the
falling down of the rain upon those steps, there were penthouses
set up to carry off the water.

The height of each of the rows of benches in the theatre here, was
just three spans, or about two feet, nearly double the height of those
in the theatre of Bacchus. As we sat on them ourselves for trial,
“we found this, however, a very convenient height, particularly as
the back Was. not supported. Our feet had just sufficient repose to
keep the body at ease, when in an erect posture, without lounging.
The height of thirteen inches, if that was the standard used by
I:hilos, seems too low, as this of twenty-four may be thought
perhaps too high, for comfort. Those of the great Roman Amphi-
theatre at Nismes, constructed in the age of Antoninus Pius, and
capable of holding twenty thousand spectators, are said to have
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been from eighteen to twenty-two inches high, which is a medium
between those of Athens and of Geraza, and the lowest of those
numbers is about the'standard at present given to our chairs and
domestic seats ; though I think the scats of our theatres are ncarer
the Athenian measure, but even thesc are still above it. Tile
breadth of the seats at Geraza was exactly the same as their height,
or three spans ; and each row was neatly finished in front by a
rounded moulding, cut out of the same stone as formed the
benches, and adding both to the beauty of the edifice and té the
comfort of the audience in sitting. The ranges of scats continued
all around the semicircle, without being intgrrupted by any species
of division throughout their whele length, gave a simple grandeur
to the effect produced by these unbroken sweeps of the circle,
rising in continued succession one above anothere  The blocks of
the benches were much longer than the breadth necessary for one
person, so that the space for one individual seat was in no ‘way
defined. Mr. Bankes thought that he had seen Greek letters
engraved on them, and conjectured that they might have served as
numbers ; but after a very careful examination this did not appear
to me to be the case, and it is most probable that they might
have been some of the arbitrary signs of the workmen for their
guidance in the succession of the blocks, as such éigns are very
*commonly seen in ancient Roman masonry.

The lreight and breadth of the corridors or diazoma were greater
also at Geraza than at Athens, as those were cxactly double the
height and breadth of the benches ; but these were four paces, or
about eight feet broad, and of a sufficient height to admit of ‘the
doors of entrance being at least six feet high, which otight to have
been the case-too at Athens, one would think, as these doors
occupied éxactly the same place there. The' flights of stairs de-
scended here from the body of the theatre towards the stage in
exactly the same way as in the thatre of Bacchus, the space
between them growing narrower as they epproached the conisira or
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arena, and ending in the figure of a wedge, which gave to them
their Roman name of cunei. But there were no appearances of
there ever having been a penthouse over these to carry off the rain, -
ﬂlough this is nearly as wet a climate as that of Greece, in its
seasons of the early and the latter rains, The only thing we re-
marked in these was, that the central ﬂrght was broader than the
others, and went in a strait linc from the hottom of the benches to
the top ; and that the others were all very narrow, but easy of
ascent, the height of each step seeming to be not above a span or
eight inches.

Ahove the upper corridor, in the theatre of Bacchus, therc was
a gallery, called, circys, for the women, where those who were in-
famous or irregular in their lives were not permitted to enter. At
the very top of the theatre here, or above the uppermost row of
benches, was @ broad walk, which might rather be called the upper
corridor itself’ than ay gallery above it; so that it was not quite
evident that there was a circys here for the exclusive accommod-
ation of women, upder the salutary regulations mentioned.

The Athenian theatre, it is said, was not so capacious as that
which was built in Rome by Marcus Scaurus, the Adile; for, in
that, there was room for seventy-nine thousand Iiersons ; in this,
there was room for six thousand only.

It is observed, that it could not contain less ; for the suffrages of
the people were taken in it, and by the Atheman laws six thousand
suffrages were requisite to make a decree of the people authentic,
. As the dimensions of the theatre of Geraza, as well as the number
of its rows of seats, is greater than that of Bacchus, it follows that
it woyld accommodate a greater number of spectatoss.

"An author of character, who wrote a book descriptiye of the
remains of ancient art at Nismes, in calculating the number of
possible spectators thatr the amphitheatre of Antoninus Pius, at
that place, as tapable of holding, allowed a space of twenty inches
to each person. Seventeen, however, were thought sufficient by
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the gentleman who furnishes this information *; and he suggests,
I think with great plausibility, that in crowded assemblies fourteen
inches is as much space as each persoh, on an average, separately
occupies. Those who are curioys in such matters, might easily
make the calculation to a.nicety, having the dimensions_of the
bmldmg and the space for an individual already given. From a
rough cstimate of my own, the two divisions, or thirty rows of
seats now above the rubbish, would hold six thousand seven
hundred and fifty ; so that, on thé whole, eight thousand might be
within the number it would contain when perfect. Even this is, I
believe, a much greater number than the largest theatre, now
existing would hold ; as it was said, when this,account of the
amphitheatre at Nismes was written, that the largest theatre in
Europe, which was then the Opera Ilouse at Paris, did not contain
even three thousand.

Of all that part of the theatre which belonged to the actors, and
its arrangement into the orchestra, the logeon or thymele, and the
proscenion or stage, we could observe pothing here to assist a com-
parison, as all this part which occupied the arena was now covered
with ruine. The scene, however, which is defined to be * the
columns and ornaments in architecture, raised from the foundation
and upon the sides of the proscenion for its beauty and decora-
tion,” was here very lavishly ornamented with all the richness of
the Corinthian order. Agatarchus, it is said, was the first architect
who found out the way of adorning scenes by the rules-of per-
spective, and Aschylus assisted him ; but we observed nothing of .
such a use of artiticial perspective here.

The theatre of Regilla, not far from the temple of Theseus at
Athens, was covered by a magnificent roof of cedas. The Odeon,
or theatre for music, was covered likewise; but no part of the
theatre of Bacchus was covered, except the prosceniqn or stage for

* Anonymous, — In & letter descriptive of the amphitheatre at Nismes, following
the description of the first Athenian theatre, in the selecﬂons from the Gentleman's

Maegazine.
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the seturity of the actors, and the circys for the shelter of the
females, to whom: this place was peculiarly assigned. From the
appearance of the upper part of the scene here, compared with the
faﬂen fragments and large blocks of stone which filled the arena, it
did mot appear that sufficient, of the scéne could have been
destroyed to furnish so great a quantity of fragmgnts. It is there-
fore probable, that the prosccnion might have been roofed, and
that the masses now lying on the ground might be portions of its
fallen masonry ; but with regard to the circys, as before remarked,
it was net certain that any such division of the theatre existed.,
The Athenians, in visiting their theatl_'es, which were mostly
exposed to the air, came usually, it is said, with great cloaks to
secure them from the rain or the cold; and for defence against the
sun they had the sciadion, a kind of parasol, which the Romans
used also in their theatres by the name of Wmbrclle, but when a
‘sudden storm arose, ‘the play was interrupted, and the spectgtors
dispersed. This must have been the case here also, unless tem-
- porary awnings or tent-roofs were used, which is perhaps the more
probable, from the very obvious advantage and convenience of
such # shelter, without its being made permanent enough to in-
tride upon the harmony, the beauty, or the simple grandeur of
the edifice, as a piece of noble architecture.
.~ In Athens, the scene of the temple of Bacchus looked toward
the Acropolis ; the Cynosages, a suburb of Athens, was behmd it ;
the Musaeon, a hill so called from the poet Muszus, was on the
right hand; and the public road, leading to the Pirseum, or the
harbour of Athens, was on the other side.
" . The choice of a commanding eminence and an extensive and
beautiful prospect had been judiciouslysmade for the site of this
theatre of Geraza. Also to the spectators, as they faced .its stage
and scene, the whole range of their'public buildings was open, and
their temples, palaces, squaf'és, and baths, might all be proudly
eénumerated as they sat. On their right, was the magnificent
circus, formed-by the Ionic'colonnade, with the peripteral temple
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near it, and the city-gate close by. Behind them, the naumachia
and the triumphal arch would still proclaim the splendour of
their favoured abodc; while the general landscape of mountain,
slope, and valley, presented on all sides a picture of the grand arid
the sublime in its outline forms, gnd of the rich and beautiful in
the varied shades of its fertile clothing.

Thé circular colonnade, the diameter of which is one hundred
and twenty paces, or about two hundred and forty feet, appears to
have marked the boundaries of an hippodromus, or of a chariot-
course. A circumference of less than eight hundred feet would
scarcely be considered sufficient for such a place, but the hippo-
dromus at Alexandria, which 1 have seen, is scarcely larger;
though that city, in the time of its. glory, was inferior only to
Rome itself in magnificence.  The opinion that this was a course,
was suggested by theé sight of the lower part of the shaft of a
pillgr, still erect, occupying its original place, exactly facing the’
linc of the great street, and etandmg at ten paces, or twenty feet
within the general line of the circle towards theccentre, allowing,
therefore, that breadth for the passage of the'chariots. There are
vestiges of a former pavement near this post, which is' alsoseorre-
spondént with that at Alexandria, where the granite colurhn,
supposed to mark the goal, is seated on a ‘rock that has been
levelled away like a pavement, an which the ruts of the chariot-
wheels are still discernible.  Theré are now remaining arect fifty-
six columns of this circle; the others have fallen, and lie at in-
tervals as marked in the plan, *

The order of the architecture is Ionic, but resembling more the
Attic than the Asiatic Ionian in its details, though less heautiful and'
less chaste than either. Tghe columns are without pedestals, and
their shafts, which are about two feet in diameter, are not fluted.
They are not of one block, but composed in general of three or
fqur picces ; and from the surfaces of each of these pieces projett,

No. 6. in the General Plan.



RUINS OF THE ANCIENT GERAZA. 375

at stated intervals, but not in perpendicular lines, little knobs left
in the stone, as if to support the ropes of a scaffolding, or of
awnings or curtains between the pillars. These projections are
visible only from a very short distance, so that they do not at all
intrude upon the general effect of the architecture. The volutes
of the capitals are gracefully turned ; and the cymatrum, which is
thought to have been intended to represent the front locks of
women pending on the forehead, as the volutes were the side
curls of the Ephesian ladies, is also well executed. The echinus
or egg-like band, the astragal or beaded one, and the fillet, which
were all common to both Roman and Grecian Ionic capitals, pos-
sessed nothing peculiar here.

The colonnade supported only an entablature, which we had
no opportunity of measuring, but it appeared to us to be deficient
m the deptll requisite for grandeur of appearance; for, notwith-
‘standmrr the elegance of the Ionic order, it partakes, on the
whole, more of the majestic gravity of the Doric, than of the
. rich .exuberance pf the Corinthian, The columns appeared to be’
nearer the standard of eight diameters, than the modern one of
nine. The height of the ‘capital was rather above than below the
ancient measure of two-thirds of the diameter. But the entabla-
ture, which it is thought should be equal to one-fourth of the
- whole height, where grandeur as well as -elegance is required,
was certainly less than that proportion. In the entablatures of
Asiatic . Jonics, it is said, that denticulated .cornices were always
used, the dentil being supposed to represent a beautiful row of
teeth. This, from its never being. omitted, was considered as
much a part of the Ionic order, as the metopes and triglyphs of
the friéze were a part of the Doric; and both of them were held
to be as characgeristic. of their respective orders as the capitals
themselves. But in most of the remains of Ionic buildings at
Athens, these dentils are omitted; and this appeared to us to have
been the tase also inthe Ionic buildings at Geraza.

'The intercolumhniation was areostvle: the intervals between each
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pillar being fully equal to four diameters throughout. The only
breaks ‘in.the circle, where the entablature was discontinued, were
at 'the space opening to the great street on the north,.and at a
similar space fronting the fagade of the peripteral temple and the
city-gate on the south. The whole wore a light and clegant ap-
pearance, yet, from its size and form, produced at the same time a
very grand and noble effect. As it was the first object that
-arrested the attention on entering the city, so was it conspicuously
seen trom almost every part of it ; besides which, it was the pro-
minent object that presented itself to the spectator'when viewing
these ruins from afar, in every direction of approach to them. -

The.street leading from the northern end of this circular hip-
podromus through the whole length of the town, is lined on each
side with a colonnade of the Corinthian order, supporting also an
entablature.  The pillars rested on the edge of a raiged causeway,
which was ascended to on each side by steps, whether two or threc
in number we could not casily determine; and the width of the
street measured about thirty feet, as well as it copld be paced.over
the massés of fallen ruins which blocked up every part of the
way. The columns stand on pedestals, the square part of the
base being not more than one-fourth of a diameter in height ; and
above the torus are two cylindric convex mouldings, with a concave
one between them, but without astragals. This is known to have
been the pedestal most frequently used by the Romans in the Co-
rinthian bui]dings'; though it is thought, by those most conversant
in the history of architecture, that the chastest and purest specimens
of all the drders are without pedestals.

The shafts of all these pillars were plain, and they were mostly
composed of three or four pieces: We remarked in thém this
peculiarity, which was visible also in the shafts pf the Ionic co-
lumns at the hippodromus, that they began to swell in diameter
at about one-third of their height upward from the base, and co#-

_tinued to increase that diameter sensibly'to the eye until near
their centre, when they dimihished in a somewhat greater pro-
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portion from thence to the setting on of the capital. The sculp-
ture of the foliage on these capitals appeared to us to be good,
though the material of which all the edifices here arc constructed
being a firm yellow sand-stone, is not so favourable for the
work of the chisel as marble would have been, nor does it scem-
ingly admit of any polish. The entablature supported by this
colonnade is that which is common to the order, being formed, as
is thought, from the mixture of the Doric and Ionic, of which the
dentil, echinus, and astragal of the last, are the most prgminent
features of the cornice; though in the time of Vitruvius it is cer-
tain that there was no entablature strictly proper to the order, for
he says that both Doric and Ionic entablatures were supported by
Corinthian columns, and that it was the columns alone, without
reference to their entablatures, which constituted this order.* The
diameter of the shafts of these pillars is not more than three feet
in the largest part, and the highest appears to the eyc to be in a
just proportion to this.

Following th1§ prmmpal street towards the north, the columns
on the right are found to "be mostly fallen ; but there are fewer
of those on the left that are displaced. After passing the first
thirteen still erect, with the intervals marked on the plan, there
are seen on each side four large columns of nearly double the
diameter of the others. These did not belong to the front of any
particular building, as far as we could trace ; but, like the smaller
ones, support only their entablatures, and thus form two tetrastyles
in the midst of the general line of the respective avenues,
and exactly facing each other. As these columns, from their
greater diameter, were necessarily higher in the same proportion
than the others, there was an interruption of the line of the smaller
entablature, the end of which now abutted against the shaft of
the larger pillar. For the support of this, there was a bracket left
to project fram that shaft, cut out of the same block of stone. in

Lib, iv. c. 1.
8¢
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the way that the brackets for statues are seen to project from the
columns at Palmyra, and on this the termination of the smaller
entablature rested. The tetrastyle was then crowned with its own
entablature, differing in nothing but its size from the smaller one;
and the last column of it having, like the first, a bracket projecting
from its shaft. 'T'he entablature of the smaller fpillars rested on
this, and the colonnade then proceeded onward of its former size.
The whole had a great resemblance to some of the Palmyrene
edifices, where the introduction of larger columns in different
numbers, from tetrastyle to decastyle, is frequently seen in the
same line with a colonnade of smaller ones. .

Beyond these, to the north, and on the eastern side of the street,
are the remains of some large building, which possessed an exten-
sive facade towards the avenue; but as the only remains of this
edifice now to be seen are broken columns and demplished walls,
it was not casy for us to pronounce on the peculiar use to which
it had been appropriated.

Immediately at the terminatiou of the wall of this building, is a
small square, formed by the intersection of the punupal street, by
another crossing it at right angles, from cast to west. 1t was just
before reaching this, or between 1t and the large pillars just de-
seribed, and cousequently opposite to the front of the dilapidated
building, that a broken column was tound lying on the ground,
with the fragment of' a Greek inscription on the shaft. The cha-
racters were almost obliterated ; but, after considerable labour, and
many doubts as to the form of particular letters in'the course of' it,
I was enabled to make a copy of as much of it as could be traced.
No one line, T conceive, was made out perfectly : though I believe
that there were not originally any greater number of lines in the
whole than those transcribed.

The square spoken of as being just beyond where this in
tion was met with, and formed by the intersection of the principal
street, had four large pedestals, disposed at each of the apgles of it,
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and their fronts placed in right lines with the fronts of the colon-
nades leading along the street itself. In each face of these pedes-
tals were small, concave, and fan-topped niches, probably for
statues, as the ancients are known to have appropriated such niches
to their reception. There were fragments of small Corinthian
shafts and capitals near them, lying on the ground, so that there
might have been also larger statues on the pedestals themselves,
inclosed perhaps within peristyles, as is sometimes seen in the
statues of rural gods in modern pleasure-grounds, and as was occa-
sionally used by the ancients in their gardens.

The cross-street, running here from cast to west, led up from
the brow of the eastern hill, overlooking the valley below, and was
continued from thence to the city-wall, in the opposite direction.
It crossed the principal street exactly at right angles, was of the
same general gharacter and dimensions, and was lined also with a
Corinthian colonnade, supporting an entablature on each side.
There were, upon the whole, about thirty of the columns still
.erect, but the plages of all those that had fallen could be easily
traced ; and indeed most of their pedestals occupied their original
positions. There did not appear to us to. be any edifices worthy
of remark in this street, so that we did not follow it through all its
parts, but were content to catch its general features, as given in
the plan.

Pursuing the direction of the principal street to the northward,
the next edifice met with, beyond the square of intersection, is a
large Corinthian one on the left, receding several paces backward
from the line of the street itself, and having a noble portico, of
which three columns are still standing in front. From the remains
of this edifice, it appears rather to have been a palace, or a public
building of a civil nature, than a temple; which may be said also
of the one before mentioned, on the other side of the square.
Opposite to this palace, we observed a range of octagonal pedes-
tals, of great height and diameter, which were not designed, as far

‘ 3c?2
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as we could judge, for the support of pillars, but must either have
borne statues on them in front of this building, or have answered
some other purpose of ornament or utility which we could not
devise.

Next in order beyond this, going still to the north, is a small
semicircular portion of what we now perceived to be a very spa-
cious building, extending both to the north and to the south of
this as a centre, and having, opposite to it, on the western side of
the street, another very large building in a ruined condition. The
portico which stood in front of this semicircle, which must have
been always open to the great street, was formed of four noble
Corinthian columns, of six spans, or four feet, in diameter ; three
of them being still erect, and the fourth fallen. The ornaments
of the order, in the frieze, cornice, pediments, &c. of this little
sanctuary, were lavished here in all the exuberance @f decoration.
From some fragments of Egyptian rose-granite, and a pretty laxge
piece of a shaft:of that costly material, found among the rubbish,
it was evident that pillars of it had been used here. There, were
still standing some small columns, of about eighteen inches in
diameter, of a fine ycllow marble, which retained its polish, and
other pillars of this stone had fallen.

From the [rieze of this semicircular sanctuary, we copied a short
and imperfect inscriptiop ; and we observed that the niches
above this, which were crowned with rich pediments and prebably
designed for statues, were stuccoed on the inside, and painted with
successive lines of small pyramidal figures, in green and yellow,
both of which colours were still remarkably fresh. *

It was just in front of this semicircular sanctuary, (for the su-
perior richness of its ornament, and the costliness of the materials
used in its decoration naturally induced us to call it s0,) that the in-
scribed altar lay broken and reversed as we had at first seen it, but

* See the position of this building, in No. 7. of the General Plan,
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from. which a copy was afterwards with some difficulty ob-
tained.

v The letters on this altar were bettcr shaped, and more distinctly
engraved, than those which were seen on the inscribed pillar; but
in both of them the characters might be said to have becn badly
executed, and without regard to uniformity of size or shape, as may
.be secp in the copies of them in which these particulars are as
accurately preserved as circumstances would admit of at the time
of their being transcribed.

There arc appearances of one continued line of building from
the semicircular sanctuary to the palace, which is near the centre
of the city, or at lcast of the western portion of it. The front of
this is still entire, and leaves no doubt that the edifice was a place
of residence, and not a temple. A small and exceedingly narrow
staircase, in, which even two children could not pass cach other,
leads from one side of the front entrance below, to one of the
windows above, and seems to have been contrived for some secret
purpose, as it is lmpobelb](, that frequent or public use could have
been made of it. Though the front is nearly perfect, the whole of
the interior,of this building is rased to the ground. *

Behind this, to the westward, on more elevated ground, is a
large ruined building, which we did not minutely examine, but
just remarked its position and its size, which are noted in the
Plan. * :

Opposite to this palace, immediately in front of it, on the
eastern side of” the strect, is the long-extended fagade of a Corin-
thian temple, with a semi-circular termination to the castward.
The facade is that of a spacious and grand edifice, and the work-
manship, seen in the interior range of columns still erect, proves
also that the execution of the details was equal to the design of
the whole.

The most imposing edifice among all these ruins, both for size,

' No. 9. in the General Plan.
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grandeur,‘and comanding situation, is a large Corinthian temp
to the W. N. W. of $he palace last described ; and not farsfrom
the western boundary of thé city wall.* The impression sh
the noble aspect of this building made on us, as we beheld _ from
every quarter of the city, was such, that we both constantly ea
it the « Temple of Jupiter,” in our conversation, d4nd in our notes. -
This was done without our., Woprw‘of the
title to each other, without our oug}{g

y reason to
justify 1§hdoptlon, or at all arguing the claim i

inds ; but
.as if the proud pre-eminence which it seemied to possess over all
the other bulldmgs, could not be otherwise expressed than by its
dedication to the grea yfall the gods ; and since this high tltle

unconscious , ‘and simultaneously given to it b
th, we suffered __it to remain unaltered as at least an appropri

This edifice is ;hnlt in the form of an oblong square, d is
seyeénty paces, or about one undred and forty feet, in f&
«length ; and thirty-five pa y feet, i in gxtreme ,
~ dts front is opent to the S E. by E an ﬁr&. noble p #‘
Ws, six in the
" ‘row, four in the ceritral one, and two only in the inner one; the
intervals being left on the centre on each sideof the: door of %
entrance, and the end or side columns being thus in a line witl
each other. There was a low wall carried out on ‘each side of
portico, to the distance of thu'ty feet in front, and as - : -
stand on an elevated platform, it is probable that the interval lnm =
was occupied by a flight of steps leading up to the temple, M
these there are now no remains. This edlﬁceappeau also to haﬁ
been a peripteral one, or to have been surrounded by a colonnade
on all sides, mcludmg the portico in front. The bam of b\r
pillars are still seen in their places, and shafts and capitals. o
seattered all around. The.em.uofmﬂmemuﬁi srder a

" -

* No. 10. omc Geriersl Plan,
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those of the portico, and leave but little doubt of their belonging
originally to the exterior colonnade of this building. The whole
number of the columns of the portico are still standing, and these
being eight spans, or nearly six feet in diameter, and about fifty
feet in-height, have an air of great grandeur and majesty, and pre-
sent the most happy combination of strength and beauty. The
pedestals of the columns are "the same as those described in the
avenue of the #principal street below. The shafts are plain, and
swell slightly towards their centres. The capitals are well executed,
and the union of the scparate parts of which the shafts are com-
posed, presents the most admirable specimen of ancient masonry ;
for even at this late period, the lines¢of their union arc often
ghcult to be traced. These pieces were united by a large square
bar of metal, going down their centre, and forming a sort of com-
mon axis to_them all. The scparate blocks wete marked- with
Greek letters on the inside, near these square holes for the recep-
tion of the metal -bar, as I myselt obscrved on the blocks of a
faullen shaft nem‘_the north-east angle of the building, and these
marks were, no doubf, fot"the guidance of the workmen, in fitting
every piece into its proper place. Whelher, therefore, regarding
the strength of those noble columns, the chaste becauty of their
proportions in the details of all their parts, the admirable exccution
of the masonry and the sculpture, or the majestic and imposing
aspect of the whole, we could not but admire the taste and skill of
the ancients in this sublime art of architecture.

It must not be concealed, however, that on entering the build-
ing, a feeling of disappointment was experienced at finding it so
little correspondent with the magnificence of all that is secen from
without. An observation of a writcr, who treats of the temples of
the ancients, occurred to me very forcibly here, though, when I
first met with this remark it did not appear to me quite correct,
from its inapplicability to the temples of the Egyptians, which
were then the only ones that I had seen. This writer says, * I
am sufficiently apprised of what strikes the imagination, and raises
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it to such romantic heights whilst we attend to the descriptions of
ancient temples ; it was the prodigious number of columns they
were enriched with, that enchants us. How can we avoid beheving
an edifice to be extremely vast, that is supported by a hundred,
or a hundred and fifty pillars. We have seen Gothic charches,
with not above forty or fifty, wide enough to lbse ourselves in.
How vast then, we say, must the temples have been which had
twice or thrice that number ? The mistake of the fancy arises from
this,—that it places within the body of the temple, or in the cella,
that which really stood without it. It should be noted, in general,
that this cella was the least object of the old architects’ care ; they
never began to think about it before they had distributed and
adorned the exterior, because that was to be the proof of geni
taste, and magnificence. The grand was not-then cstimated by
the mumber of square feet comtained in the area yghich the wall
enclosed, but from their outworks of an hundred and twepty
columns, as those of Hadrian’s Pantheon ; or of thirty-six only, as
those ‘of the temple of Theseus. From the ruins of Athens, it
even appears that the richness and extent of the outworks were
sometimes the very cause of contracting the cella within a narrower
space than might have been otherwise allotted it.”

The interior of this temple of Jupiter, at Geraza, which proudly
promised so much from without, from its spacious atrium, its
noble vestibulum, and its surrounding porticoes and colonnades,
was found to consist simply of one square cella, without any of the
subdivisions of basilica, adytum, penetrale, or sacrarium. Around
the side-walls, and about half-way up their height, were six oblong
recesses, ‘without ornament. In the end-wall was a much larger
one, arched at the top, which, rising from the level of the pave-
ment, and occupying the centre of the end-wall, was, probably,
the tribunal, or the place in which stood the statue of the deity
to whom the temple was dedicated. On each side of this large
recess, was a small arched door-way, and sbove these two small
recesses, as in the side-walls ; while aboye the supposed tribunal,
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was a shallow semi-circular recess, occupying the centre of the
wall. There was no appearance of either a pediment or a roof to
the building, nor were there sufficient fragments on the inside to
induce us to suppose that it had fallen in.  Whether, therefore, it
was originally an hypacthrum, or an open temple, it was not casy
to decide. It may be remarked, however, that the rough state of
many parts of the interior seecmed to indicate that the building
had never been completely finished.

The exterior of the cella walls was of smooth and good masonry,
and had neither niches nor pilasters t‘]u‘{)ugh(mt its height.  In the
front wall, however, on each side of the principal door of entrance,
leading from the portico, were two recesses, like blank side-doors,
crowned with Corinthian pediments.  The ornament of the archi-
trave, both in these, and in the principal door itself, was palm-
leaves thickly over-lapping cach other by successive layers in a
horizontal direction, and advancing towards the centre, where their
points met.

After the most dl]ment scare h, not the vestige of an inscription
could be found here to assist our conjectures on the age of the
building, the name of its founder, or the god to whose honour it
had been reared. '

Along the south-west side of this temple, and parallel with the
dircetion of its side-wall, the remains of an extensive colonnade
arc secn, the line of which stdnds at about the distance of fifty
yards from the body of the temple itself; and, probably, marked
the enclosure of the atrium, or court, which, when.perfect, must
have added greatly to the miagnificent aspect of the whole. This
colonnade was also of the Corinthian order, and supported its own
entablature, blocks of which, as well as capitals and shafts, are
seen scattered ncar the line of its original direction. There are,
also, appearances of a second or inner colonnade, of the same
order, surroundmg the temple at an intermediate distance, or about
twenty-five yards from it. This might either have marked an

3p
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inner division of the atrium, or have becn the original one; and
the more distant* colonnade, whose circuit around the temple is
not so distinctly marked as this, might then have belonged to some
other work adjoining it.

The next remarkable edifice beyond this, to the north-east, after
passing some buildings in the way, which are too much in ruins
to be worth a description, is a second theatre, somewhat smaller
than the first, and differing frem it also in some of its details.
This theatre falls nearly in a line with the second or northernmost
street of intersection, and faces exactly to the N. Il by N.*

It has two divisions of benches, the upper one containing nine
rows, and the lower one seven, now distinct; with two others,
probably, buried in the rubbish, which here also covers the arena.
[n the upper division, are seven flights of steps, or cunei, and in
the lower one were, probably, three, as in the first theatre ; but
this division is here too much dilapidated to trace them accusately.

The corridor between these, or the diazoma, is here as much
less than the proportion assigned to t]mt of the Athenian theatre,
as 1n the first theatre to the sUuth it was greater than that standard.
The diazoma of tlus northern one is scarcely wider than the seats
themsclves, but it is more richly ornamented. The doors leading
into the body of the theatre from without, are the same in number
and arrangement as those described before; but the space left by
the intervals all around, is filled by a line of beautiful concave or
hemispherical fan-topped niches, which produce the finest cffect.

The scene of this theatre is entirely open, and the diameter
of the whole aiena, from the lowest range of seats now visible, to
the proscenion, or stage, is greater than that of the southern
theatre, though the upper range of benches here is not quite one
hundred paces in circuit. It would, therefore, be more difficult: to
make the voice audible in this theatre, or, as t‘he modern expres-

See its position at No. 11. of the General Plan.
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sion is, “to fill it,” than at the southern onec, where the closed
scenc would assist the reverberation of sound, and where this dis-
tance between the audience and the actors was really less. It
occurred to me as highly probable, that these concave niches, thus
rangc(l so close¢ly along the corridor, were not intended merely for
ornamel)t, but were designed also to assist the reverberation of
sound, which must have needed some aid.

In the theatre of Bacchus, at Athens, we are told that Philos
not.only displayed his taste in the just symmetry of the archi-
tecture, but that"he showed equal judgment in assisting the com-
munication of sounds. The voice, it is said, being extenuated i an
open and spacious place, where the distant walls, though of marble,
could give little or no repercussion to make it audible, he contrived
cells in the thickness of the corridors, in which he placed brass
vessels, supported by wedges of iron, that they might not touch
the wall. The voice proceeding from the stage to the corridors,
and striking upon the concavity of those vesscls, was reverberated
with more clearness and force: their number were in all twenty-
eight, and they were called echea, because they gave an echo to the
sound. * '

Nothing could be more fitted for the 1'c-cepti0n of such echea
than these beautiful little niches, distributed at stated intervals,
along the diazoma here ; and their form, from being so highly
ornamental, may be even considered as an improvement on the
original«cclls of Philos. No marks of the fixture of such vessels
as were uscd by°that architect were to be seen here; but it is
expressly said that those at Athens were ‘supported by iron
wedges, that they might not touch the wall, which might have
been the case here also, so that no mark would be left by them ;
angd as for the vessels themselves, as well as the wedges by which

Selection from Gent. Mag. vol.i. p. 201.
3p 2
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they were. supported, both brass and iron, of which they were
formed, were metals of too much value to remain long in buildings
abandoned to ruin.

The great characteristic difference between this theatre and
the southern one is its open scene, which is formed by a portico
or double range of.Corinthian columns, cach supporting their own
entablature only. This open front has an air of greater grandeur
than the closed one ; though one would conceive that it was not
so well fitted for the representation of plays, at least, in our man-
ner of managing the changes of scenery. It might, on the other
hand, be better adapted for the representation of particular pieces,
such as, those exhibiting pompous processions, triumphs, &c. to
which it might have been more expressly devoted, as we have our
opera-houses for music and spectacle, and our theatres for the
drama. -

It is said of the theatre of Bacchus, at Athens, that outwardly
there was a portico, consisting of a double gallery, divided by rows
of pillars, called the portico of Eumenicus. The floor of this
portico was elevated some distance from the ground ; so that from
the street they ascended to it by steps. It was of an oblong
squarc figure, embellished with green palisadoes, to please the eyes
of those who walked in it. Here it was that their repetitions,
or rehearsals, were made and proposed for the theatre, as the
music and symphony was in the Odeon.* This I understand to
have been beyond the. scene, though it is not clear, from the
description of the theatre of Bacchus, whether' this portico was
not a/l that stood immediately in front of that particular edifice ;
for in speaking of the arrangement of its parts, it is said, the
“ scene, properly speaking, was the columns and ornaments
in architecture, raised from the foundation, and upon the sidessof
the proscenion. for its beauty and decoration,” without farther

* Select. from Gent. Mag. vol. ii. p. 201.
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describing of what particular kind this scene in the theatre of
Athens was, whether open or closed. It is probable, therefore,
that this double portico here answered the same purpose of a walk,
or a place for the recitation of such pieces as were to be repre-
sented afterwards within, on the regular stage.

We thought, upon the whole, that the finish of the ornaments
of this theatre were superior to those of the southern one, and
that it was also in a better state of preservation.  The arched side-
doors, for the entrance of the actors and musicians, irom the pri-
vate apartments of the theatre, beneath the benches within, were
the same here as in the southern one; but from the arena
being covered with masses of fallen stone and grass turf grown
around and upon them, we could learn nothing from it regard-
ing the arrangment of the orchestra, the logeon, or thymele, called
by the Rumuni pulpitum, or even of the proscenion, or stage, any
more than we did from the other theatre; for in both of them
these interesting divisions were buried under a mass of broken
fragments and accumulated rubbish.

The northern theatre of "Geraza {alls nearly into the line of the
second street of intersection, as has been already mentioned.
This street, like the first, crossed the principal ‘one at right angles,
and was lined also, on each side, with a colonnade supporting an
entablature. Ilere, however, the order is Ionic, though the size
of the pillars and their intcrcolumniation. is the same. There are
few of these now standing, but the line of their -direction can be
distinctly traced on cach side. The point of intersection here is
marked, as the former one, by a sort of square; but the four
pedestals beirg now raised to the height of walls, support a flat-
tened dome of a circular form, and the inside of the buildjng is
made circular also, though the outside is square. * A kind of qpen
.porch is thus formed, with a free passage on each of the four sides;
and here, either in showery or in hot summer weather, the
loungers and gossipers of the city might meet, and, sheltered
equally from-the rain and the sun, be as loquacious and communi-
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cative as they pleased, thgut interrupting the public passage. It
is well known how fond the Greeks were of these assemblies in
; a j"th@liomawm imitated these their dis-
tmgmshed mode]s in this grtlcular, in thelr own country of itn]j,
would find in Asia something, both in the climate and in.the
manners of .the people, to encourage and famlbar' t_:hél‘}l '
duich 8 PractiCeue: ‘s s g
To the south-cast of this square of intersection is a very exten-
sive bu1ldmg, to which it is difficult to give a name, though in the
Plan it is called a bath, from its resembling such an establishment
more than any other. * The whole area which it occupies is up-
wards of four hundred paces in circumference. Its general form
is that of a square, whosé four sides face nearly in the direction of
the city-walls, or towards the cardinal points of the heavens. Its
eastern front, which stands on the brow of the western hill, and
looks from thence down into the vélley, is one hundred and t'w_egty,
paces in length. It has three divisions, each of which are marked
by a.lofty and spacious arch of a vaulted roofed passage leading
into it. lts eastern front is of the ‘same dimensions with its
western, one, and looks towards the city. All along and before’
this are strewed ‘innumerable fragments of fallen. Corinthian
. columns, the remains of porticoes or colonnades that had once
stoodshere.  Of these, no more was now to be traced than one
ﬁd line of pedestals, near the front'ef the building, and a
si enue, formed by two such lines leadmg down to the central
arched entrance, this leaduag, like. those towards -the western,
‘by a vaulted passage:into the.interior. Thenorthern and southern
front had each of them two Smaller»qrmgs, a square form, pro-
jecting from the general hng, each about Eveﬁty paces in length .
and breadth. These were covered with flat-domed m;a, of a cir- _
cular form; e xttctly like the roof of the square of intersection at
the second street alrea@y dascmba(i,; and thene m ab“
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