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PREFACE 

IT is now three years since I had the. pleasure ofiaying before tilt! 

puhHc a volume of 'travels in Pa~cstine, .. through the c"untries of 

Bashan and GjIead, noet the region of the DecapoJis, Ea~t of the 

River .Tordan. · The flattering reccptio~ given to that wor.k by the 
•• • 

literary worW in general, and the uniform testimony of the prin-
• • 

cipal critics of the day to it!! merits, occasioned it to pass rapidly 
• 

into a se~onll .. e~tion; .when the Quarterly Review, which had 

~een con~icted, by ,certain passaflcs in these Travels/of glaring 

errors in its criticispls on the ~orks of others, put fo'th one of . ,- ~ ~ 

the most slanderolls articles '~hat ever appeared even in its pre-

eminently slanderous pages, with a view to condemn and destroy 
• (as flfr_ its malignant influence could effeGt 'such destruction,) 

what almost every periodical pUblica.tion in England had before 

commended, with the most unequivocal appearance of sincerity 

lind good faith. 

Being then in India, I was unable to do more than publish a 

'Reply the", to the aspersions ufo this Review, for criticisms they 
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cpuld not he calleu j and this was done 'WIthout a monient's .delay. 
, , 

Circumstancc.Y, over which I had no colltrol, p,reventcd the rep ubi' 
" ' 

licalion. of this Reply in England, from which, / no doubt, many 

must hav~ ;"lferreu that nothing ,llad appe:;trcd elsewhere. Having 

myse'jf~ 11owcver, been compelled to leave India, am~ return to 
thi~ country, from callses sdfficientl:) w.ell known to the puhlj(l to 

rel~der any c.letaiJ of them in thia place quite unnecessary, I have 

embraccu the earliest opportuuity, which a suspension of my 

!)trugglcs to obtain redress fO'f ~he injuries I have received from 

the East India government, now fortunately admits, to bring 

before the puiJlj~ . the present volume of Trave]s among the Arab , 
Tribes inbabiting tlJe CQuntries East of Syria. and Palestine, in 

the hope of its being found sti)} more worthy their approbation 
tlHm .the former one, already named. 

The calumnies of the Quarteriy Review, with the complete 

refutation by which I was enabled to re:>el them 8ft. soon as they 

appeared in India; the unfounded aspersi011s of the late Mr. , 
Burckhardt, with an exposition of their falp-ehood by the very 

individual cite,) by him as an auth.lrity for his facts j and the 

unparalleled conduct of Mr. William John Bankes, Member of Par-, 
liament for the Uni·rersity of Cambridge, amI son of Mi.. rienry 

Bankes, the Member for Corfe Castle; with a complete exposure 

of the unwarrantable proceedings of the father aod son, in an 

attempt to suppress my "'0rk, in which fhey succeeded for nearly 

two years, by deterring Mr. Murray, th~ bookseller, from fulfilling 
• 

his engagement, after it had been finalIy made binding on hi. 

part; are all included in an Appelldix at the end Ilf.tlie present , 
volume. 
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':Qle reader is, there'fo/e, earnestly 'icquested not to close the . .'.. ' book without gIanci!lg througq the Appendix in q,u:stibn, 'Where , 
'l-te wiIJ find, amo~g oth~r attractive pieces, the foJJowi~g choice , 
morceaux to repay his ut~ention : - - Some fragmoots of, letters from 

the IMe'Mr, Burckhardt ~o m),clf, sF"t to. ,,,,,' from tgypt and 

Arabia~ full of the most fric.HI:y prote~sions and 3s$Urances.-Por-, , 
tions of a paper s]lort]y afLCrw:trds circulated among others, apd 

without my knowledge, by the same Mr. Burckhardt, fuJI of the 

most infnmous aspersions on my (.h~'lracter; citing:~s his'authority , 
for many of tne facts, a gentleman who positive];' denies, in writing, 

having ever made many of the assertions implltpd'to him! - Lei­
ters of Mr. William John Banke!J', -addressed to me in Sjrria, after 

we had traveB~J together .for a considerable time, acknowledging , 
the superiority of my activity in writing, and the greater accuracy 

" of my judgment in observing, a~ compared with his own; I'ulmit-, . 
ting his having read my not~s,"and expressing a hope that 1 should· 

not be asha~d to see my name associated with his in any joint . " 
Ji~erary undertakingoJ- A Letter/rom the same indiv1d·taJ, sent 

from Thebes at a su.p·sequent period, insinuating that I had never 
, 0 , 

written any notes of my own'. at an; and stating my ignorance to 

be such that I could 0 not even copy a Greek ipseription, and did 

not JZlrov.\ a Turkish buiJding from a Roman 0 one! - A Letter 

from Mr. Henry Bankes, senior, to )1r: .f\.lurray the bookseller, 

cautioning him against publishing any thing ~f "mine on Syria, 

as his son was soon exfecteu in England; and desiring that my 
work should be suppressed, until his son could get his materials 

" ' 
on the same country published before me! -A Letter from 

Mr. W>lliam. ,Giftord, the edito .. of the Quart~rly Review, to Mr, 
• • 

Murray., acknowledgirig th~ my manuscript was interesting apd 
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4nportnllt in some degrer., but recontmending him to r,\trench 
• • r f ~ , , 

torty'or fifty.rages of my volume, 'l"der .he pretence of Its con. 

tnining bl~p~en¥, of so powerful and inflUential a nature, that it 

would not op saietV-) put it even into the.hand~ otthe printers, as . . . , . 
they, he .supposed1 h~d sou), to be saYee} as wen as other men, an~ 
could not read 'it without b~ing ine~itdhly eorr~pteJ, .lId thu's.(e-, . 
cOPling subject to everlasting damnation! adding, however, that with 

all this, he ratl)l!f wished the'work to be publi.hed.-A Letter from 

the Lord 'Bishop of Cal.utta, ~cI.powledgil1g the perusal 1!f several . ' 
portions of the wark, (the whole of the manuscript 'being placed 
iii his hands for~ revision,) without ohjecting to the URf' of any 

expressions, except th"t of the' word "supernatural", instead of 

" miraculous/' in alluding to ~ome scrwtural event.-A Letter , ' 
from the Rev. Dr. ,Burder, a celebrated author· and Christian , 
Divine, characterising the very same volume, which . Mr. \ViHiam . ' 
-Gifford declared to be too full of'blasphemy to be trusted even , 
in the hands of the printers, as the very best bpqk of Travels 

• t , • 

he had erl!r met with on the co~ntry of whifjh it treatcll, and o~e 

that could not fail tu stand high ip that class' nf literature to whieh , . , 
it uelonged. ~~ The article from tl1e Quarte~ly' Review itseH; in 

which not a single,proof of blasphemy is fai~ly established against 

this alleged mag'Mine of " infidelity and obse.nity," tp.otfgb the 

forty or fifty pages that'Mr, Gifford had advised to be blotted out, 

to prevent the 'et~rnal perdition of the printers, had neither been 

obliterated nor retrenched. - ADd 1 .. t1~, a Reply to the calwn-
" . 

nies of. Mr. Burckhardt, Mr, BaDkes, and the Quarterly Review, 
• 

as well as to various writers in India who followed in their steps, 

nnd ,!hose contin~ed aspersions' were no douliJt • .,~eatly in .. 

s\.rulllenta! in provoking that ho.til~·feeIiDg on the part of tbe 
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governp1ent oflndia, by.MReb I was s<\ unjustly, without a tris\, 

"" a he,;nng, banished f",'; t~t coun'lfy, 'while I ;. .. p-..Ming . . .-
iA an action Jor d.mage~against those sJalldp.rers, in the Supreme 

• • • 
Court of Justice at Calcutta; whea, no justi6C01'ion Qcing in the 

slightest' d-.;ree proved. dam~es wpre awarded againpt them "'. . 
acc .. rdingly. 

These remarkable documents, p]aced as they Jlre in iHustra­

tive.juxtaposition, wiIJ, it is hop~fiI: rew,alkl the attention of even 
• • • 

the most indo~ent and indifferent; and it is, therefore, with a view 

to Jessen the chances of their escar.ing the reade~· attention, th\t 
• I advert to.thcm so p;,intedly in the Preface; again repE¥I.ting my 

• 
urgent request,.that he ti1J examine the evidence therein deve-

• 
loped, Jor him~lf, and let it have its due weight on his mind, in: 

• • 
estimating the rea] mer.its of the question. 

I pass.frolQ. tl:is suhject, to advert to a few of the more l'ro. 

m,inent circumstanc~ connected. with the preparatid,\ of the 

present volume, and ~n which 1 d~sire to found my cJaim to some • • 
degree of indulgence for any·.mperfections which it-may be sup-

posed to display. 

The notes of the journey, copious 85 they. were in their ori. 

ginal form, were taken under all the disadvantages of Asiatic 

travWting, which a~e n9~. 80 well kndWn a~ to require little 

more than a bare mention. to be immediately understood . 
• 

1'liey continued in this state, from the period. of their being 6rst 

nlllde in 18f6, 'up to the moment-of my quitting India in 1823. 
• • • 

lbe lII\Il>" may be said , of. the sketches, whic~ were rude. and 

a 
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imperfect even at first,as,1 never pret£nJ~d to greater skiH)n this-, . , n , ( • 
thall thc~a~~:ity to preserve a general,clell., in. outline, of remarkabt~ 

buildings and striking views, and never in~endedlthese for any thivg 

more th;o ~ assi-;t my memory in preser..ving -more accurate recol .. 

lcctlons ,of the s~enes to wh\ch they related. It must be ~vjdent, ho'Y-
• 

ever, that after a lapse of seven yeals, (my mind§ during that period, 
,. '. 

bping wholly. engrossed with pUf'3uits of so different a nature, that 

thE-se had nevet: any share whatever in my thoughts,) the difficulty o· 
of retollching,. enlargipg, an'a Smng up, either the ooe or, the 

other class ~f such materials, must be extremely great. \"'ith this 

cOIl\'iction, I pr~ferrt::d nul uv..empting it to any extensive degree; 
• • 
and though I feel that this will be considered a d('fect it) the estim. 

ation of those who desire to see a11 works sent from the Jlands of 

thdr authors in the, most polished state j yet, to those who value 

Books of Travels chiefly for the vivid freshness and reality of the .. . 
descriptions, and the rigorous fidelity with which impressions 

• 
received on the spot are preserved, I 31:il also persQaded that this 

rouglUles~ and boldness of ih~ original pic~ure w'W be far more 
t • 

acceptable than a more highly Dolished tablr-t, in which the spirit . .. , 
might have b~en refined away by too much C9re in the subsequent 

retouching. 

The original ,notes were put into form for publication, with 

such slight emendations only as the connection of the narrative 

required, on my I~te voyage from India to England; and, ' as I 
• 

was then altogether without books Qf reference connected with the 
o 

countries to which these notes relate, there are much fewer illus-

trations and quotations from older writers ill the }1reseut volume 
• • • 

than .in the former one. The abund'nce of these was W"ged by 
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some, m.feed.... giving /he. Travel. in ~alestine too learned and 
• • 

hiavy a· character for R. v~ume aimfng ~t popuIa"ty .• StICh a •• • 
aefect (if indeed i, be o .. e), will not at leaRt be obse;vahle in the 

• • 
present; thouglf I have not who]Jv overlooked t~e interest which . ~ .. . 
sue'll iIlulltratjons, when sparingl:!, and appropriatery given, po!!!!ess 

ev~for·the general reader; and. have accordingl; introdu~ them 

where they appeared to me most ,equircd. 

The 'IlIap of Syria, with the r"ate pursued by.me th<ough it, . .' 
has been constructed by Mr. Sydney Hall, frorll the manuscript 

journals of my track, and trom the nl,J.merous sets (Jf bearings and 
• 

. distances ta~en by me dt almosl ev~ry station of note on th" way. rt 
will be found to include a considerable number of places, the names 

• • 
of which arc eDtire)y new, and the p&sitions of which occ.upy 
points that were hitherto blank in OUf best tuaps of the country 

• 
in which they are situated . 

. 
The Vignettes at the head of the Chapters were drawn pahl)' '. \. 

from rude sketches .fuade on the spot by myself; partly from 

written descriptions of partie"I;; s·cenes, carefully. ~ted in sight , . 
of them, and afterwards embodied into form; antl in a very few 

• 
instances VOID pottions only of the beautifuL views of Casas, in 

the western parts of Syria; which will. still be new to the greatest 

numbel' of English readers. These last, however, uo not amount 

to ,more than six out <1f the twenty-eight which the present 
• 

volume contains.* 'rheyare all appropriately illustrative of the 

. ' • They are those at Gbapters.l. 20. 21. 23. £6. 27.;-and are thus p8rpOSf Iy 
indiOated to prevent roisrepreeentati3n. 

a 2 
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costume, architecture, IDa;nners, 'and natul;.al scenery of the ,several 

porti.ms , of fiOuntry de.cribed in ,the' c\Japters to which 'they ale 

prefixed, .~d as such it is hoped that the:>' w'ill ~e approved. 

'The'whole of these have been drawn on the wood, by"W. . , 
H. Brooke, Esq., of Percy Street" , nil artist of the most diA.t'in-

guished and justly deserved celebrity in this particular branch of 

his profession, and of exquisite taste and great power in every 

other uepartni~nt of t1te lab&Qrs of the pencil. They have been , 
engraved by different hanus, and vary, therefore, in the merit of 

their executiOl",; but even i}.l this respect they are generally so 

well executed that they cannot filii to be acceptable. 
c 

The greatest attraction of the present volum~, wil1, however, 

uncloubtedly be its containing the fullest and most accurate des­

criptions of numerous ruined towns ;:;.nd cities in the Great Plain 

of the Hauran, the ancient Auranite.J, the very nat,nes of many of 

which ha~e not before been made public; as well as .iaithful pic­

tures of' the state of manners in these !;ighly interesting and 

almost untr:>dden regions, w hkh, are likely to afford matter 

of agreeable ~o~sideration to reader~ of all classes. 

In the hope that this portion of my labours will be found 

still more worthy. than preceding ones of the approbation of the 

world, I consign it to the tribunal of public opinion, to receive 

itsjust sentence of negl~t, of censure, or of praise. 

L'omwali T","ac~', &gfflt's Park, 
Lonpan, December J. J 82+. 

J. S. BUCKINGHAM. 
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CH1I.PTER r. 

F90l\1 NAZARETH, THnllUGH THE VAIJ.,EY OF THE JORDAN, TO -,-SMLT. 

NAZARET1l, 'tuesday, FebrJuzry 20. 1816. -lIh .'Previous ex­
cur~ions in Syria had 'So impressed me with the diffioolty of getting 
to Damascus or Aleppo from hence, in the pt'esent state of the • • • 
country, and the consequent delay I should experience in the 
prosecution of my intended journey to India (uy. the route of the 
caravans from the lalter citt); that I thought it best to ascertain 
if there were any hores 0Imy being abl", to proceed from hence 
to A.ts.lt, a town on the east of the Jordan; from thence to Karak, 

• \I!I tho ~ .. t of the Dead Sea~ and so on througbthe Bedouin tribes 
_ encamp. o~ the 'Desert froJl\ the borders of Palestine to the 
IIIIIfI,a of the Euphrat.,., and from diat stream to the Tigris and the 
~urh.ood of Baghdild. 

• 



2. }o'ROM NAZARETH TO ASSAL T. 

As the town of N""~reth is constantly frequented by persons 
'from, Ass:alt, ,wno come' here to purcli'as~ many of th~ir supplieG t , 
there happcJJcd to be a party just now Oll' the ppint of setting out 
on their return to that place; which furnished an f';!xcellent oppor­
tunity ofjolarncyirrg thus far in their company. To rend~r myrclf , 
as bCCUrf! of accomplishing this as' possihle, I sought ttfter.a guide, 
and succeeded in procuring a Chrj~tia'n 4rau of Na~areth, named 
Gcorgis, who had often been at Assalt, and knt'w most of the 
residents there, ami who coIJsented to accompany me on vel'Y easy 
comlitioQs: I thel'efore closed "itlt him, as my enquiries had been 
answered in a manner 'that strengthened 01y hope&- of bein~ able 
to accomplish the ultimate object of my wishes in getting to 
Baf,hdau by the route propose~. As, however, caution and secrecy 
, 0 , 

arc nccc.."sary ~o be observed b? those who study their safely on 
journies in the East, I abstained from ('0,.mmunicatil1g to anyone, 
in direct terms, the full 'extent of my intcnde(\ progress in this 

:direclion, leaving tl1i& until I should be able to ascertain at Assalt 
01' Karak how fur it was certain of Ijeing successfully nttained. 

:Mr. Bankeb, my former companwll ill our journey from .rcru­
&a1c111 to Jerash, had a great desire to accompany mC"d.S fin at-. Assalt; 
but an excursion to Nablous, for which he had made some engage­
ments t\18t could not well be put off, render;~d this impractil-ablr, 
without involying a further del~y ~!l my part, \vhich my desire to 
gel to my destination as speedily as possible would not permit. I 
accordingly begnn<rlo prepare for this new and hazarc.1ous journey, 
among the people of a country hitherto untravelled by Europeans. 
My Turkish cloth.e, were laid aside, and their place supplied by a 
Bedouin Arab dress of the meanest kinu; as it was thought safest 
and best to assume the H{>pearance of ei~rt:>me poverty, in order to 
lessen, as much as possible, the temptation to robbery or molest.­
ation on the way, The few papers that I possessed were rolled up 
in a small and dirty sack, or purs~, of coarse cloth, and the little 
mone .. that I intended to take 'with me on ",y way was Conceded 
iv the k'ilfeall, or Arab handkerchief, which covered my head. My . 
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only arlDs ,"",ere an old croolted yembealt,«Jr-dagger, and a commo~ 
rttusket, with s few baH CJtrtridecs and·s lelthern b~t~e ofpritning 
powder. My lettfr of ctedit, being on Aleppo, had "not yet been 
made lise of fop the defraying my' expences j but as -th~wants of 
m". intended route across the De;ert were Jikefy to ~; suPWicu 
without_eittfer frequent or-large uemands for money, I -had still 
enot1gh with me to meet a'l Plobable charges that might occur 
before I reached my journey's end. The horse on which I ro~, 
with all its fllrnilun~, was my own j of· clothes, I considered that I 
should T<.":luire little or none; un~ ~ scanty supply of rrovisiollc; 
was -all that ceuld be needed: so 'that, umier all-the circumstances 

• 
of the case, I felt myself as weB prepared for th<ljourney as the 
occasion demanded, ~r as pruden~ ·would pcnrlit. It was I"igh~. 

how('ver, in undertaking a route o.f such ullcertainty and fisk, that 
I should calculfte on th~ po:,sibility of a failure at least; and to 
provide agaill:,t. this, I entrl1~ted all th~t J was obliged to leave, 
behind Ole at Nazareth, in tht! form of baggage, to the care of 
.Mr. Bankes, who undettook·tQ have it conveyed to Damascu"i; to 
\Vh ich city , if. I sh.ould be unable to penetrate acro:,s the desert 
beyond Kal~ab.~<9t wah my ihtention to return by the shortcs~ ropte, 
wllich would be throygh the HaUJ.;an, anu. from thence prcceil no; 
circumstances might.direct: thi~ however, for the reason before 
mentionetl, I refrained frol1)o. ~ol~municating to Qt'lers, as the 
knowledge of my intentions might impede their aacomplishment, 
while it could answer no beneficial purpose, ~ther to myself or 
others. 

Wt)en I retired to repos£', it was not withou.t many reSection., 
and apprehensions, suggested by the unknown slate of the road 
on which I was about ttl enter, with a. conjectural estimate of 

• 
obstacles, which, as·they could not be dearly foreseen, could not 
be fitly provided against. 'fi1y· determination, however, was fixed; 
and having !,Iready weH weigheq and considered the subjett in all 
its JJearirtgs, it would. have been weakness to suffer any consider­
ations of apprehended dangt!r to shake my resolution. 

n 2 



FROM NAZARETH TO ASSALT. 

Wednesday" February21.-My guIde, Georgi., wh9 wan petty 
trader ill' ev..,-y description of gOO<js, had determined to make this 
journey to Assalt a source of profit to t.imself, by taking a small 
supply of p6rtalile articles with him; and, with a ~iew to buy them 
.t 'I- cheaper r.t~ tas I aflerw':"ds learnt), h.d sulFered the Aosalt 
party of traders to set out without LIS, that he might rffinaip behind 
to take advantage of the dull morp'ing's market, and get his arrides 
8(t 8 less price than could have 'been done while they were here; 
hoping, at the same time, "by quickening his speed, to overtake 
them at~their halting J?)ace tor the night. The first intelJjgcncc 
that reached me ,in the morning was, that the part..y retul"l1';ng to 
Assa1t had set out soon after sun-set on the preceding evening. 
1 sent off immediately for rmy guide, )\'ho, keeping himself 
purpose~y out of the way till the end of his detention should be 
fulJy answere<1, was no where to be fopnd. Ab,Out ten o'clock, 
however, he made his appearance at the convent, out of breath 
from hurry, and hardly able to teli his excuses, so many were they, 
and so little breath had he to utter ... them. - When he became morc 
composed, he expressed his belief that we sho.uld not be able to 
overtake our intended companions, an apprehensietl that was out 
too weI.' founded, as they had, already gain;xl upon LIS by a JMg 
night a~u t~e better part of a d~v. It was ao ominous commence­
ment of a journey, but there was "'0 remedy. ' It only called for 
an exercise of"greater patience, and created a necessity for greater 
perseverance, botll virtues of which we stood eminently in need, 
and which it was doubly incnmbent on me to exerc'lse on this 
occasIOn. 

It was a little after ten o'clock when we mounted our horses 
at the convent-gate, and receiving the benedictions of the friars, , 
we quitted Nazareth and proceeded on our way. 

Our course was directed to the 'sou~h-east, over the hills which 
environ the valley,of Nazareth, pr the hollow of the, mountain in 
whi~ that town is seated; and descending pver these hill. on t1!e 
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outer f..,." ~e came out at 'the foot of Molmt Tabor, rising from. 
tbe plain below. 

At noon we fassed -Over a portion of the great ·plain of Es­
draelon, having Daborah on our left, and Nain and Endor on our 
riglat; the two last being seated· on the slope ~f Hermon, ,t a 
distance.of' dbout three miles from our path. The plain was in a 
greaf measure waste, and.the- asilect of the scenery forbidding; but 
this was counterbalanced by the tlgreeable associations necessariLY 
created by the sight of so many place; celebrated in holy writ as 
..could be seen from this spot. 

OAt half-post one we passed a ruined buil<!ing, of very Tude 
construction, resembling an old fort. The name gilen to it by the 
people of the countr.x is Dabboh ~ but I could "learn no furth.,.. 
partirulars tcgarding its history o~.rormer condition. 

At two o'cJock wro r.eached the village of Tayehy, consisting 
of twenty or thiTty houses only, and inh~bited wholly by peasants 
or cultivators. There WE:!re in 11lis village the remains of' a large 
edifice, apparently of Romm1 IiOllstruction; the hlo('ks of mould­
ings, cornices, Imd friezes, that lay scattered about, were uf a large 
size, some &.moethly hewn 'and others sculptured; but no tradit.ion 
had been preserved ~especting the building to which tfese be­
longed. We halt;d !lere at thl'.l!ouse of the Sheik)" and were 
served with coffee bl his YOOJIgest daughter. During our con­
versation, the Sheikh could not contain his surprise at finding we 
we were g~ing aiol1p to Assalt tllrough the dang~Tous valley of the 
Jordan, and among the thieves of Jerich~. The heavy rain that 
fell detained us here for about half an hour, duriug which time the 
good old man said cI'ery thing he could think of to dissuade us 
from our purpose, and a~~ exhausting aU· his arguments, appeared 
sorrowful, as well .;. disappointed, to find that all his friendly 
admonitions were in vain. 

We quit.ted Tayeby at half-p,st two, and goibg still towards the 
south-east; passed, at about three o'clock, near to a ruined site of a. 

• See the Vignette at the head of this Chapter. 
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town called Yubba. III tltis pl.ce were vestiges of wal)s and build· 
ings<apparcntly of an ancient date,. but ~he peasants of the neigh­
hourhood knew nothing of its history. 

So~n after this we passed under a small village seated on the 
slIrpmit of a hill on the left of our rondo It was called.Ooonp.c1-
RUt-,sasr or " The Mother of Lena," b"t we could learn nQ assign­
able cause for this appeHation. The vi11qge was fu1l of inhabitants, 
~l1cl the rugged and stoney plaill at the base of the hi1l on which it 
~toocl abounded with morc- cattle than there appearcd pasture to 
feed 011. the spot. This plate was under the government of tllC 
good and benevolent Hadjee Ahmet Jerar, of Sanhoor, of whom [ 
had before occasion to speak ~ j and the blessing of whose paternal 
rare seemed to <&tcnd over all the villages subject to his power. 

\Vo- travelled on in a uiroction seldom varying ·irom 80uth­
east,and going,on an average,ai>ont Jour ~ilcs an hour, when, ut five 
o'clock, we came to a torrent caBed \Yaaui-cI-Hhesh. On the left 
of this stream, at u" short distance to the northward, stood Kafera 
and .Tauoo], two IVlauommcdan viUages, which my gui<le assured 
me were once Christian towns of nok', and were acknowledged by 
all to be very old. 'Ve saw, encamped on the- banks of this 
torrent'l several parties of BedQuin Arabs, ~ho feU their flocks . .on 
the neighbouring hills, and br04~ht them tf) water and: to shelter 
near their tents at night. The sOllPCe of the stream is at a short 
distance from . hence, to the north-west, and it winds down in an 
easterly direction 'Lill it discharges itself into the Jordan. 

At five o'clock we reached a narrow pass, between two ap­
proaching hills, and entered from thence into the val1ey of the 
Jordan. On the left of the pass were the ruins of a fortress which 
had once probably guar(led the passage, and formed an important 
military post. . 

\Ve continued our course abOut 'south-east across the plain, 
which was well ooltivated on the west side of the Jordan, and , 
look~d beautifully verdant on 'the east; wilen, in aboul an hour 
after our /irst entering the valley, we came to the banks of the 

• See Travel. in Palestine, 'lo edition, p. '98. 
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river. WOe found here a rfurvber of Arab t<:nt. shttered along its 
edBe, arid frbm the dwelleJ"! in them we· raceived the accustoplCd 
.salutation of peace as we: passetl through the encamj-wnent. We 
,had some difficul~~ inut'cll, in resisting their cntrenti~s t~ halt at 
their tents for the night; but 8S we-Were informed that .. he Sheikh 
of this tribe was encamped with another portion pf his PeQplc·on 
the ~st bank of' the river.,,· an(L were c<lunlly sure of a welcome 
reception theret we passe"d on; PeJnrning thanks to those whose 
solicitations we found it so difficult to r.eruse. • 

III for?ing the Jordan at this spqt, which was at a dis!ance or 
two hours, or about four miles to tire southward of its outlet from 
the lake of Titerias, we found it so deep near "he banks of the 
stream as to throw onr horses off thei.· legs for a fJJ\t- minutes, and 
oblige them So swim; but they soon·regaineJ their footing,as they· 
'approacheJ the mid(lIe of the stretm, and in the very centre we 
found it quite !fhal1ow. 't still appearlid rather as a brook or 
torrent, dUIll a river, being no wJlcrc morc than one hundred feet 
wide, as far as we couIq obs~rve it from hence; and the wa~er, 
which was clear and sweet, ~inding 5lowly over a sandy amI 
pebbly bed at ~out the rate ~f a mile and a half per hour . 

• 
After going up 011 the eastern bank of the river, and pTOCCt.'tl-

jog-for a Jengue onwar~, we came to the principal cucampJl'lent of 
the Arab tribe whom \~e hau first"' Pnet with on the opp41site bank of . . 
the Jordan. The nami. of the tribe we learnt to be Bcni~Ameer-c1-

• 
Ghazowee, and that of the place of their encalllpmcnt, Zubbah. 
Their tents.were vcry numerous, and larger than usual; an11 there 
were an abun.dance of fine horses, camels, and flocks, betokening 
great wealth among them in property of this description. 

We alighted at the te~ of th"e Sheikh or Chief, by whom we 
• were well received, aud invned to take shelter with him for the night. 

Immediately after our haltin.g a meal was prepared for us, the prin­
cipal dish of which was a young kid seethed in f!1i1k. l\fany of the 
Arabs enq.mped around us camc t\) pay their visits to the strangers, 
and so~e~ few ate witl!· u.s as ~hc.y came, and then retired; but the 
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greater number rf! the ,visitors made their suppers of bread and oil 
alone, I had already "~d occasion tc perceive that lily ~8%arene . , . 
guide, Geor;gis, was one of the must loquacious of his race that I 
had ever before. met with; and mingling, as he Uid, a large portion 

• n 

of good humour ""ith his talkat:veness, I>e was often highly enter-
tailrmg" The present was an occasion well calculate4 to'draw !'tim 
out, and, accordingly, hie long and ; ell-told stories contriIJuted 
greatly to the amusement of the (;hief, ahd all who came to 8h~re 
ltis hospitality with us, 

l\1iunight approached 4,.efore our visitors retired, and, as we . ' 

proposed starting.carJyin the morning, it was very desirable ~hat we 
should enjoy sOItJe rest ; but this was a Llessing n'Ot destined for 
us. The first ~nd mo"t pmverful cause that prevented it, was a 
areadfu1 tempest, which gathered lip in pitchy darkness, and de-, , , 

scenucd ip a torrent of thunder, lightning, and rain. The tents 
were thus beaten down, flood the affrighled flocks 'and herds flying 
to·them for shelter, increased the generat confusion; while , amid 
the awful darkness which succeeded. to t~e lightning's glare, and' 

the deluge of rain that swept every thing before it, the mingled 
cries of terror uttered by the women: the children, _ and the cattle, 
added only to the horror of the scene. 

Thur3d.JY, February 22.-We continueU in, this situation until 
the day broke upon us, and displayed a perfe.d wreck, as not a tent 
throughout tb'e ",))ole encampment was left standing, And many 
of the ,Young infants, as well as the tender kids and hmhs which 
had been exposed to the storm without shelter, were dead and 
dying around us: in short, the devastation was more marked and 
more extensive than I should have thqught it possible for such a 
storm to have occasioned on 8h9re~ 

When the sun rose, the rain <aba,ted, and the sky cleared up 1 
but being unable ~o render any .. sistance to those with whom we 
had shated the common evils oJ'tlletempest, we mount-ed,our horse. 
without a dry thread in our ll8TIDen~ and entered on oqr jou1'Dl'Y 
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before we 'had broke our~f"it, 80 that we l"ere'wet, weary, and 
h'lI'gry, 'eveIf at the beginnhtg of the elsey.' -

We DOW directed our:coun" nearly S. S.E., keepiQg along the 
fOot of the hills thlt border the valley of ,l,,,,lan OQ tl1j! east; and , , 
!t.bo~t sc\"~n o'clock, or widun an heur after seuing out. we passed 
tmder the viijage of Arbagheen Qr " l .... orty," by.t could learrfno 
reasap fo·r its numerical na~8. On the opposite side of th·e river, 
in a direction of nearly west frorrf this, we could perceive the town 

• 
of Deison, the ancient Scyt.hopolis, yJ:lere there is a large pOpUL 
lation, and a general mart {or the suaply of the Bedouin Arabs of 
these .parts. There are several -remains of antiquity· at this 
place, particufarly the vestiges of a theatre, ~l(.l many marble 
columns erect and fallen; but as we. did not visit the spot in our 
way, I had.no opport\mity of ascettainin-g mimrtely wh~t else it' 
might have contained. 

Continuing-our coui\:e about S.S.E. parallel to the stream of 
the Jordan, amI ncar the foot?f the hills op the east of it, we 
came at eight o'c1ock to a station caUed Maka, where we found an • • 
encampment of Arahs of the tPibe of Beni Sheikh Hussein, who, 
though they l1'!td pitched U.eir tents so near to those of Beni 
Ameer Ghazowcc, were on terms of deadly hostility with them. 
We were calk-d upou·.to pay a tribute to this chief as we1passcd; 
which, as it was a .smn-ll sum, we. Bid not dispute, though it is con­
trary to the Arab ('ustom to demand money as tribute from single 
travellers, as they content themselves in general, frhen at peace, , 
with exact.ing a fixed duty on goods carried u.s merchandize or 
traffic, aud let the mere journeyer pass free. \Ve found an exten­
sive burying-ground at this place, the most conspicllous object of 
which was the tomb of ~beikh Hussein, from whom the tribe 
derived its name. there-were a few paIn'. trees Dcar this, and pits 
in the earth for preserving CQfn; the Arabs of this tribe being 
partly cultivators and partfy shepherds, and consequently of that 
mixed c~aracter which partook. egually of die manners of the 

e 
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~·ell.hs or agricdltura/ peasantry, an,! tn. Bedouins or 'wllllderers 
of the Desert.' , , 

We qqitted Merbh soon after nine o'clock, and about ten , 
passed !,nd~r t , spot on the hills on our left, Iv~ich by 80me was 
called T.bakat Fehhil, and by-otbers .Tarim Mooz. Ali it was on 
an cmj~ence difficult ofacce8s, we. did not go up to it; put iny guide, 
who had been frequently there in lois journeying through ~hese 
mountains, described it t1S coneaining tombs with massy stone 
l~'OOt'S, like those at Oam l{ais or Gamala, and other remains of 
ancient works, in columns a~d 'large blocks of hewn stone. 

Soon after leaving this spo ... , we passed two ruined and deserted 
villages in the hills on our left, called Hejeja ami S'oolikhat; both 
of which, like-- the formpr, lNere thought to be ancient stations; 
'and, indeed, from the riumber of old fortresses that were seated 
among the hms on each side! of the Jordan, nothing is more 
prouabJe than that each .. of these marked the [hlsition of some 
ancient place. 

At noon we were opposite to Jebel Adjeloon, 3 lofty mountain 
on oLlr left, covered with snow. n.t its base, on the western siue, 
we saw a numuer of ruined buildings, with appearances of aque­
lucts leading along the uneven parts of' the hill .. This place Waf' 

called Fakaris, and was thought to be the site of an ancient town. 
Its position i.s marked by a strea.m of water, oescending from hence 
iIlto the Jordan. 

'Ve had been, anxiously on the look-out ever since our leaving 
~he Arab camp, a& this val1ey is so notoriously infestcfl with rob­
bers, that persons sca.rcely ever pass through it even in large 
(larties without being attacked, and it was thought madness for 
iingle travellers like ourselves to attel,Ppt it. Our expectations 
Nere soon realised, as we met here a pJl.rty qf eight men, two of 
Nhom were on horseback and six 0Jl foot; the former armed with· 
anees and sabres, the latter with large bludgeons; but not ODe 
,mong them having /ire.-arms. 
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AI\. the: approached to"",rd us on thi high road, we turned off 
frem it a few yards on oUI teft, in order t& watch \heir motiLms ; 

. and, as they drew ~earer, lhey ttimed off' al80 to meet 0\.. Knowing 
their intentions to be hostile, we called a halt; lnd-having our 
mu,kets focked, threntet1.ed with -instant death· who","er am~mg 
them sh<;>uldoadvance a stej\ ti .. th!>r. They assailed us wilih every 
species of abuse, demanded to know who we were, and ru,kcd what 

• business we had to be journeying. through territories which the1 
called exclusivc1y their own, without 1>aying tribute to them as 
the lords and masters of it. " 'e jOl\)lied that when the) wanted 
tribute, th£'y sJlOuld send larger parties to coHect it; and we bade 
them defiance. They advanced in a sudden rusTi to surround liS; 

I discharged my musk~t at random\ And the sOlUld was as that of 
a cannon, rQJling and reverbcratiyg through the hoHoWM of the 
hi11s near us, lik~ the echoing of peals of thunder. The consteru­
ation which this ,occasionciI was such, thdl the Arab hors('s started 
and reared, nnd the men on toot ran with precipitation in opposite 
directions. The scene -.vas IIO.ther ludicrous than otherwi~C', nnd • proved to us how contemptible were the enemie& we hall ueen 
taught to dreacl.as irresistible, and how mnch their numbers should 
pr~ponderate to make.them at all formidable. 

When we had di~persed thel!e robbers by such a simple eHort, 
we continued OUl' way along the ·valley as before, havitlg the Arabs 
to hang about OUI' rcar for half an hour, when t~y quitted us, 
probably in the hope of meeting with some ·more deff!ncelcss 
objects of plunder. 

About one o'clock we came to the site of considerable ruins, 
where we saw foundations of buildings, outlines ~f streets, 1,,10cks 
of hewn stone, and other fn.gments, evidcVlly marking the position 
of some considerabl~ town. This place still bears the name of 
Amatha, and from its nama, 85 well as situation near the banks of 
the Jordan, may with great reason be taken for the site of Ama­
thus, to which in the~ particula:s it 80 exactly corresponds. The 
extent of Epace covered uy the ruin~ here, is much !!reater thau 

c 2 



12 FROM NAZARETH 1'0 ASSALT 

that which is seen of ancient Jericho'; and on the hills .bove it, 
where anoth.P.r 'city of (ae name of Raajib is said to ~ve stood, we 
could see ftom hence remairu of aqutrlucts fnd other works of, 
buildin{,t; whiW my guide, who had himself b""n on the spot, 
despribeu if as cOntaining faUen columnfl and other mark, of amhi­
tecturut grandeur, now in dilapid1Ition .and decay. 

At this place we crossed a torrent of water descending from the 
• hil1s, and running westward into the Joroan, under tJu>. name of 

Waarli Raajiu, from its pas'Jing close by the ruins of that ancient 
town. 

At two o'clock we reached a place called ,Abu-el-Beady, 
where we determined to tum in and enquire the news of the roau, 
as well as to obt.-·in shelter ahq. repose for an hour, as the rain had 
scarcely, ceased for- R moment since our 6~t setting out; and we 
were wet, weary, and half famished with hunger. 

Abu-el-Beady is a n&me given to a ~mall vi1l;ge of IJUts, coJ­
lected round a mosqne, built over the tomb of some distinguished 
personage, who had given his Da~e to the place. This Abu-eJ­
Beady was said, according to the traditions preserved of him here, 
to have been a powerful sultan of Yemen, who dWd on this spot 
on his way from Arabia Felix to Damascus; but of whom no , -. 
other particulars are known. The tomb " and mosque appeared 
to be very ancient, and both we~e ornamented with a number of 
Arabic inscriptions in a square formed character. A large piece 
of green glass, weighing probably from three to four pounds, was 
placed in the wall near the door of entrance; lind as it passed for 
a real emerald, it was ' highly valued and even venerated by the 
people here. My guide, Georgi., who was a Greek Christian, 
preserved his decorum ""roughout, ane was as unwiIIing to defile 
himself by entering a mosque as the l1eepers of it woultl be to 
suffer the mosque to be defiled by letting him enter it. A., had 
no such ocruples, bowever, and was considered by the attendant to 
be a good Mu •• ulman, I paid .... 'small donation of forty par8!I to 
,up port the lamp. kept constantly burning around tlle tou>b; 
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when, t,luo'Ying off my slippers at the tJ>reshold, and kissing the 
reputed emerald in the ~alr. I entered'theomosque: 

The interior I'f thiSobuildrng offered little to repo.y the curio, 
sity of a vi8itor~ its' wane were plain, and from the tleilipg hung 
nUllleroUJI paltry lamps, 'ostrich eggs, shells, &~ 'Fhe tomb of 
Abu-el-]lea~y is an elevated m ... , rising from the flool;, spread 
ove~with a covering of cloth; ornamented with Arabic inscriptions 
worked into it. The ceremony'enjoined on the visitor is simply 
to circumambulate the tomb barefoeted; ~o salute the ashes-of 
the saint by kissing the cloth, an~ .p1acing the forehes? on the 
corners of it~ excJaimjng at each saJutation--:" Ya, Allah! Ya. 
Abu-el-Beady!" Though tradition calls this' departed being a 
king of Yernen, and states that he died here gIf his way to Da­
mascus, thi present guardians of hrs remains were ignon\nt of any 
further details of his history. The tomb has the appearance of 
considerable aQtiquity; 'and the Arabi. inscriptions seen around 
it, were too intricately written for me to make out any date, or. 
decypher more thaD the nallle of God, and of the saint who lies 
interred there. 

The fall'~y residing here in charge of this sanctuary, were 
r~markable for havi~g (with the single exception of the father 
only) negro features,', deep bla,ck colour, and crisped hair. My 
own opinion was, that this mOst have been occasidned by their 
being born of a negress mother, as such persons. are sometimes 
found among the Arabs, in the re1ation of wives and concubines; 
but, while I cou1H entertain no doubt from my own observation, 
that the present head of the family was a pure Arab of unmixed 
blood, I was .Iso assured that both the males and females of the 
present and former generations were all eure Arabs by descent and 
marriage, and that"8 negress had never been known, either 8S a 
"ife 'Of a slave, in tbe hisl4>ry'of the family. It is certainly a very 
'marked peculiarity of the Arabs that inhabi! this valley of the 
Jordan, .that they have flatter 'features, darker skin, and coarser 
hair tban any other tribes ;'H peculiarity rather attributable, I COD-
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ceive, to the constant anel iutense heat of that deep region .than to 
'any other cavse'. 

We r~mained here the whole oftbe day, snp at night slept on 
the outsifle of th~ building, there being no accommodation within, 
from the fefl.sles and cattle occupying every incb of tbe room. ,-As 
our r clOtJ1CS were 8tiJI wet, and we had no changes 'with us, we 
suffered much from exposure to the cold wind that blew, ' and 
passed altogether a most uncomfortable night. 

Friday, Feb. 23.-Wc p.'parcd to depart from Abu-el-Beady 
before day-light, w.ithout e,,~en the common enjoyment of a pipe 
and coffee, which few among the Arabs forego on sllch occasions. 
We started with .the efuliest 'dawn, and still pursued a ('ourse of 
S. S. E. alpnrr tbe foot of tbe cas~ern hills. We bad 110,\ proceeded 

, '" , 
far before we met 8 party of robbers driving hom e the cattle and 
the camels that they hau. stolen during the night. There \"ere 
:othcrs still further on, who called out to those to arrest us, so that 
we were once more obliged to nssumo an attitude of'defence. As 
we were yet within reach of' assistance, we returned to Abll-cl­
Beady to see if we could procure from the neighbol.:'-fhoml a horse­
man or two to strengthen our party. Being under the walls of 
the ven~'8tcd tomb, by the time the robbers passed it, they did not 
venture to r,lOlest us there, though they were loud and lavish in 
their abuse of ,us for daring to travel alone without seeking their 
protection and paJing them for the same, consoling us with the 
assurance that unless we did so, we should be ccrlairt of being 
plundered before we reacbed Assalt. 

\Ve could procure no assistance or additional escort at Abu-el­
Beady, and were consequently in great roubt as to what course we 
should pursue. As we sat smoking and Conferring together under 
the walls, a third party of Arabs pas~ed"by on foot, and these sent 
two of their numb~r to us to examine and r(,port. From these 
we learnt that tbe two first parties whicb had gone by were oui. 
laws or outCllsts of tbe tribe of BeKi-Szakker, who occupy tbe 
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lJesert to the east of tlie Dead Sea; and that those who now 
"'ldress~ u; were of the tril1e of Beni Abad, who "'er~ on frie,pdly 
terms with the people or: Assaft, and derived their chief supplies 
from the marke~ t,r that town. Even these, however, 1100 been 
on. a plundering excursi~m, und hft.d carried off·some> goats and 
kids from' th~ camps throu~h which we had passed on tjlc pre­
cediqg dUy, ,\Ve succeeded, after some negotiation, in obtaining 
two of these Arabs to accompatly us as guides, and as a security 
also against our being molest.ed by alltY of their own tribe in Olfr 
way, while we counted on their fo.ming some addition to our 
strength in the event of our meeting with any of the Beni Szakker, 
who were likefy to plunder us if we crossed their~way, The pledge 
of fidelity was mutually exchanged between us b,t eUr eating aod 
drinking together; anti the sum agereed to be paid to c~h of the 
men that accompanied us was tllree piastres only, Their com­
panions contintled their "\vay in charge. of their plunder of the 
night, and we 8et out from Alm-c1-lleady a ,second time, about 
nine o'c1ock, with ollr new companions, going now about south­
east inclining casterJy, 

In the COUl" e of our way we noticed several artificial mounds, 
which had th~· appearance: of ancient tumuli, and many hewn 
grOttos in the ro~ky ~iffs on our left; these were origimlly per .. 
haps eXc8vuteJ tomb~, and may-have been bubsequttlltly used as 
retreatli for ant'ilOritcs, of whorft these soHtudes are known to have 
been once the favourite region, 

In aUQIlt an hour after quitting Abu-el-BcOOy, we turnoo up to 
the eustward to ascend the hills, passing at the same time by the 
remains of a double aqueduct, with many vestiges of former build­
inga strewoo around, and a ~mall square chamber in the cliff f\bove. 
There was also a singularJ.y formed passage through a rock. here, 
resembling a natural arch, under which we passed; the name given 
to thiswa. Makhrook. 

About a league further on, ltOing now in an easterly direction, 
we came to the streal1l of th~ 7.erkah, which I had crossed befQre. 
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much further to'the eastward, on my j<lurney from Jerus.oIem to 
. Jera.h; frotp. which I could discover "that it discharg.!d itself iqto 
the Jordan II1UcI. farther to the southw'l"i than is represented in 
the mapl'o ,We observed at tbis plllee an artin'c~l canal of nearly 
a mile in length, for carrying the waters of the Zerkah to the 
rui~ed I;Lqueduct described. The- main stream itself was' narro~er 
here than we had found it farther to the east; but, on the pther 
hand, it w~ deeper and more rapid in its course. . At the spot 
where we forded it, there ~re appearances of walls and building~ 

on .its ~.nks, now balf-hidd~n by tan reeds from twelve to fifteen 
feet in height, oleanders, and other trees and shrubs. On both 
sides of the stream were seen patches of partial cr:ttivation; the 
com on iUJ bank,!) being now -green. 

From this ford of Zerkah we went up a steep ascent on the 
. . 

south, oyer a hill called Arkooo Massaloobeah ; this hill forming 
the southern, and JebeJ Adje100n the JJorthern uoundary of the 
stream. 

While we were ascending the hiP, our new Arab guides disco· 
vered a fray in the plain, between t~leir companions, whom they 
had left in charge of their spoils, and the owne!' ... of the stolcn 
cattle, who had pursued the robbers and overtaken them. Nothing 
could !urpuss the ardour aod animafion 'Nith which these men 
rushed instcntly down to the as!>i8tance ot their fe])ows. Both 
Georgie and myself were off our guard at this moment, so that the 
Arabs, taking advQ.ntage of this circumstance, ruslled on us, seized 
our muskets, and ran violently down the hill. ·1 alight..,} from my 
horse to pursue the man who had taken mine, and after a hard 
struggle recovered it, though GeGfgls, making no effort, suffered 
his to be ('arried 0(1' without resi.tanC;f' The Arabs had th.",vn 
.side their upper gannents to be ligbt for the chase, and my onm· 
panion taking posses.ion of these ,as some compenoation for the , 
10 .. of hi. musket, we pursued our way, not even staying to _ 
the result of the contest, ... we w .... e anxious to ~_h A_It lief,," 
the night c10aed in. 
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We.werenearlytwo hou .. in getting'lP Ihi • .teep hill, though 
it ,..AS of incOnsiderable heigllt. When we ""ached its IUmmit. we 

,"""uld perceive from thenc~ the ~ountains of Jerash to the N.N.E. 
of us, with two r'li~ed villages to the eastward, called Hharatein; 
and a little further on were pointed-out, to the ndl"thward of eaot, 
the ·po.iti~ns pf Sihhnn and Unan, two ruined building •• tha; I 

• • 
had !¥of ore passed on my way from Jerusalem to Jerash. 

On the summit of Jebel Arf<:oob Massaloobeeah, we found a 
level plain extending to the southward and eastward, having a finl 
light red soil, with turf and thistles, !¥osides a number of oak trees 
scattered over its surface. The un~xpected apptzarance of such a 
plain on this tigh lev~1 was an agreeable contrdt to the low and 
barren ground that we had just left, particularly as t~i! elevated tract 
bore every "lark of having once enjoyed, and being stiU capable of" 

-maintaining, the highest degree oftertility. 
We found ctn this fit1\, plain tbe rem.ains of some apparently 

very ancient place, the traces of which were ,but barely visible. 
They were unquestiona~ly, hpwever, the remains of a town of 
some consequence 'j for, besid& the vesti.ges of walls, marks of 
foundations, an, lines of enc1~sures in the Jand, there were seve­
ral fragments or stone _columns scattered around. The sbafts of 
the·se were perfectly pI8rin, and composed of circular piecealoplaced 
one above the other;· the capitats were rude square- masses, in 
some instances detached from,·and in others formed out of, the 
same block as the upper part of the shaft; there .were no traces of 
sculpture 011 any of the blocks, eit.her as mouldings or flutings: all 
was plain and rude, and bore the marks of.the highest antiquity. 

The spot is called by the Arabs, Mass.era, and Masbaera; and 
as its position corresponds, with that assigned to the ancient city 
of Machaerus, there ~n be little doubt but that the remains are 
those of the city of that name. • After passing over this plain about 8 mile to the south-east, we 
began to al""'Dd another range ofltills, the base ot which-lay on this 
higb level tract, and wllich WSf called Jebel AssaIL On tbe brow of 

D 
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the ascent, we obset.ved several smaU( encamptn· ents or .Hedouin , , 
Ar~bs, and)n' one of.the ' hollow valleys which lay on the lefl of 
our road, ~re seen the tents of the Be~i Abad, the tribe to whict, 
our ro\>beF-guides belonged. My companion! ,Georgis, who had 
lost his musket,' was impatient to go down to them, and demand 
fedreS& from the sheikh for the ,Joss he had sustained at'the hands 
of some of his people; but as the road was rocky and b~, the 
night drawing on, and we had Dut an hour of sunshine, of which 
'we stood in need to keep us warm and dry, I wns determined 
to push on rather than ris,," being obliged to pass another night 
without shelter. 

In ascending Jebel Assalt we soon came to the snow, which Jay 
thicker and deeper the higher Wt: ascended. \·Ve had, indeed, 
almost ,despaired of getting over the summit of the hill before 
dark, which brave rise to a warm dispute; my companion wishing· 
to go down to the Arau .tents to pass tlit.! night, and I being tleter­
mined to persevere. In the midst of this hot and. angry debate, 
and just 8S we were turning the angJe of a rocky pass, two men on 
foot, who must have lain cOllcellled waiting for our approach, 
sprung upon us from behind an opening, and seize:! the bridles of 
our horses. 'They were armed with sabr~s only, whrch they idly 
flourishf"d in the air; and had their faces covered with the keffeah, 
or kerchief, worn beneath the tur},all, after the manner of the Arabs 
when they attack, leaving nothing~ lmt the eyeg to be scen, which 
renders it impo~sible to recognize a murderer if he escapes, or 
trace on whose hoad the blood of the victim lies. .W ith these 
men, as it has already ,been with those who had interrupted us in 
the valley of the Jordan, the sight of a musket was sufficient; I 
preaented iny piece cocked, and ready to discharge, when they 
instantly abandoned their hold, and sued fOl mercy. Had they 
been determined, they might ha\1e cut us both down from our 
horses before we could have been prepared for our ' defence, 80 

suddeoIy did they spring upon .us from their hiding lliace; but 
their resolution failing, they were glljd to Bfieak oft'in safety; and 
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when they"had got at sonte distance from \IjI they set up a shout 
of pefian·ce a~d triumph at their escape. 

We found the sum,pit of Jebel ARSait to be like that of 
Arkoob Mas8aloob~eab below it; a fine fertile plaia, with undul ..... • • 
tions here and there, a rich green ·tu rf, abundan~e of .wood, and 
pin;s noddiqg on the surrounding f'minences. From bepce we 
enjoy&d a magnificent view:as beautiful in many of its features as 
it was grand in the whole; and e~tending in every direction almost 
as far as the range of vision. 

Among other objects within sigJtt from the summit of this 
mountain was a small portion of tlH~ Bahr-el-Loot, or the' Sea of 

• • 
Loot, the name s;iven by all the Arabs of these !,arts to the Dead 
Sea. The north--west extremity of this sea was t.h~ portion seen 
from hence;. and the nearest part of~t appeared to be dist~nt from 
'us nbout twelve or fifteen miles. The picture which the VaHey of 
tlu' Jordan pres~nled to $ from this sPQt was highly interE"sting. 
I-'rom the southei'n edge of the Lake of Tibcri~s to the mosque of 
Abu-el-Beady, the plai~ apr.eared to be partially cultivated on 
each side; and the clusters of"black Arab tent~ seen scattered 
over the bare y~now pat<'iles of the uncultivated parts, formed a 
fine contrast to· the rich green of the young corn growing all 
an,und them. To tile southward of Abu-el-Beady thEt. valley 
presented a white, patched, and.Larren aspt::ct; while the sterility 
of the hills that bordered the Sea of Death, increased as the eye 
traced them in the distance, 

We h,d still a..slight ascent to make, and reached the extreme 
summit of the mountain soon after four o~clock. The cold here 
was excessive; and the snow, presenting one unbroken mass, was 
hardened into solid fro~to We had no means of determining 
accurately the height. of th~ mountaiu on° which we stood; but 
from a rough estimate of our progressive ascent, and the extreme 
depth of the Jordan Dud th~ Dead Sen at our feet, a8 contrasted 
with other mountain views of which I retained·8 perfect recolIec-

D 2 
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tion, I should consid~r the height tQ. be about 5,000 feet from the 
level of the oCean. 

, ' 
Tradit.ion confirms the ArabS of tb~ country in tbe belief, thav 

tIus is , the swnmit of Mount Nebo. On tile, very peak of the, 
highest eminen<:e stands a tomb, with other common graves around 
iL' This is called the tomb of N.ebbe Osha, or the p'1>phet Joshua; 
and tlle belief is general, that the successor of Moses was buried 
here. The humbler graves arouud it arc said to be those of Jews 
'who had choaen this as tl,e place of their aepulchre. The tomb 
appeared to me to be a Mohammedan structure, differing little in 
exterior appearance from the reputed tomb of Rachel, between 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem; but we did not go near enough to 
examine it clOdCly. 

L~"ving th~se graves on our right, we began to descend to the 
eastward over a terraced slope, deeply covered with snow j but 
neither so hardly froze~., nor its mass so unbrvken as we had 
found it on the oth~r side of the mountain. At five o' dock, while 
descending the hill, we passed a small place called Cafr-el-Ya­
hoodi, or the village of the Jew., probably an old settlement of 
that people residing near the reputed tomb of, their prophet 
Joshua; and a few minutes after passing this we 'came in sight. of 
Assail.. 

Approoching this town from the west, we passed tbrough a 
narrow valley, terraced all around with little corn plots, and bed. 
of vines, though the soil was now covered with snow. The most 
prominent object ' of tbe view was a large castle stansfing on the 
edge of a rock, which,.from its steep site and elevation, as seen 
through a long valley, had an imposing aspect. 



CHAP. II. 

STAY ..... T THE TOW~ OF ASSALT. 

IT was sunset when we entered. Assalt, which Jies on the eastern 
brow of the hill whereon the castle stands, and which is.therefore not 
seen when approaching from the west, until the traveller turns 
suddenly roTmd to the right, nnd finds himself among the houses. 
The scene w.as new and interesting; and t~e' pleas,ure which I felt 
at having attained this first point in my journey, made me view 
every thing through the m""t favourable medium. The whole of 
the town was filled .rith snow, the streets being in some places 
almost impassable; and the. terraces of the houses, which, from 
the steepness of the hill, rose one above the other like step., pre­
'Sooted a .umber of ¥Juare and· snow-white masses, like sheets 

• • 
exposed on the ground to dry. The inhabitants, including men, 



STAY AT THE TOWN OF ASSALT. 

women. and children- were clothed in sheep-okin jacket.., witb the 
skin, lookit;lg like red,leather, turned outside, and the wool with,in; 
while the florid complexions and 'the li~ht-brotn hair of the peo;­
ple ga>;e to tbe whole an appearance of a scepe in the north o( 
Europe, rather than one in the southern part of so hot a region as 
Syria, ,and bordering, too, upon the parched deserts' of Arabia 
Pelrrea. 

We wel'e conducted to the Douse of one of the most wealthy 
<inhabitants, a Christian, named Aioobe or Job, who was reputed 
to be one of the greatest trapers in the country. Like .Job of old, 
this man was rich in abundance of flocks and cattle, was blessed 
with sons and daughters, and was as renowned for 'his piety, as he 
was ceh:bratcu for his wealth. ,. 

Our reception at his IlOuse was warm and hospitable; and we 
were offered every accommodation that it afforded. \Vhen supper 
was served up to us, al0108t all the heads of families in the town 
came to visit us, as strangers: the arrival of' new persons among 
them exciting a sensation of curiosity which extl."Ilded itself through 
all classes. There being no l\10h.tmmedans present, my guide and 
companion, Georgis, took care to rotorlll the' whcle company that 
I was an Englishman. As to the fuct of my beir;g a Christian, he 
said if was difficult for him to dedde, as some persons imagined 
the English to have no religion <3t an, and others contended, that 
though Christianity was nomina]]y the prevailing faith of the coun­
try, it was aItog~ther so remote from that of the Greek church, to 
wbich they belonged. that it did not deserve tlIe name, This suh­
ject became one of lively interest to the party, and was discu8Sed 
with great earnestness by most of those who were present; bu.t 
baving at length come to the determination that the English were 
neither· Moslems, Jews, no~ Catho1ic;, the tJtree great sects which 
they consider inimical to their own, I was received by all 8S a friend, 
and welcomed accordingly, 

. In the courSe of the e,'eDiog. the coDver.atij)n turned OD Ibe 
visits of Dr. Seet~en and Mr. Burckhl'rdt to this town. The former 
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..... Iroo:m by the na"'" of Hakim Moo'l", .. nd the latter by the 
nalPe-of Shei~h Ibrahim. BMh of these tra.eller. wer~ hahited in 
~e same manner a~I hatlJound·it neceslSary to be, namely, in the 
.dress af a BedouLn Arab; each of them wore a bekrd,·and, spoke 
the .Arabic language; the former vel-y imperfectly; the tatter tole-

• • 
tably weI!. 111 the company of Mohammedans, these trlWellers 
preseJi,Ved the appearance and profession of the Moslem faith; but 
with the Greek and Catholic Chri~tians, who abound on the east of 
the Jordan, they passed invariably as linglishmen, and were we1r 
treated on that account j although Dr .. Seetzen was a Gcrm~n, and 
Mr. Burckhard~ a Swiss. The former of these tra.velled ahyays on 
foot, accompanied by an Arab guide, to whom he gave a Spanish 
dollar per day, which was considered' a munificent rJrltard j and it is 
said, that the chief objects of his e~quiry were the mine,al and . . 
vegetable productions of the country, with such curiosities in 
natural history as·fell in hi/way, to the co'Llection and examination 
of which his mode of journeying was particularly favourable. Mr. 
Burckhardt usuaUy rode, ~ithet: on a camel, a mare, or an ass; and 
the chief objects of his ptlfsl!it" were thought to be antiquities, 
(JeoO"raphy, and ~le manners of the people. These were the impres-" " . stons that I gathered from the conversation of the party regarding 
the!fe distinguished traVellers, who were well known to most of' 
the pet'80ns present, as each of them had made a stay of many 
days at this place. 

Our supper was fO]]Qwed by card-parties, which assembled in 
different qua.rters of Mte room, all sitting on the ground, and having 
stools of ahnut a foot in height to serve for card-tables. The 
gkmes played were various; one of them, however, resembled 
Quadrille, and another Loo~ The cards were dealt and 'played 
backward, or from rigpt to left, and the names of the suits were 
' Italian, though not all correctly .. pplied; spades being called baa-

• toni: clubs, tpadi; diamonds, argeitti; and hearts, CUoM. The 
• 

parti~ pla}'eO lOr money; but U,ough the sums staked were 
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~1Il!ill. it was .uBicie.~t to agitate ¥ery";"" dispulel ..... oog Ill. 
pl,yers. 

We broke up ear]y, dispersing before nine o'clock, when Wfl' 

Th ." were toke" to another house to sleep. e mt~ess of it, who was 
a widow, ~nd r~lated to my guide, received ~ kindly,lU>d iftSioted , . , 
on going through tbe ceremany of washing my feet, .observed, .... I 
understood, among tbe Christians of Alsalt to all strangen who 
come among them as guests or vjsitors . . The house in which we 
were now lodged, consist.ing of~~ms only, one.-above the 
otber, I naturally concluded that the widow and her children would 
have slept in one of tbese, and th. ~rgis and myself would have 
occupied the of her. It was otherwise arranged, however; th~ 

lower WOlD w~ used in the ,daytime for all t.he purposes of t:ook .. 
iog, anrl other household labour, and at nigh~ was converted into a 
bedroom; while the upper stors was made entirely a storehouse 
for the securc keeping of provisions, clothes, aDd other articles, put 
tmder lock and key. :Mats were therefore spread for us all on the 
lower floor '; and what struck me as a remarkable feature of the 
arrangement was this, that while the widow, who was not more 
than 50 years of age, lay in the middle of the ro"m, Georgis and 
I were directed to lie on each side of her, and the young chIJIiren 
were 'jllaced ' beyond us respectively; leaving scarcely t.." 'feet 
space between each person, as t11e room was not more than' twelve 
or ftfteep feet square. It did not appear to be ti,e custom of the 
place to undress for sleep, as each lay down in tbe garments worn 
du~ing tbe d!'y. Our rest was, however, occaoionally disturbed 
during tbe ,night; and as neither of the parties had any specinc 
bounds assignei!, I found the widow rolling alternately toward 
Goorgif of mysel/; as she turned iidl)ll for relief; au that we often 
pr ...... d closer on each other thaR wa. at fi~ intended. and migbt 
be Jit.p!raDv .. id to M.vP! Rlp.nt. All in ODe bed . 

.A1IIfIt. Sa/,Urfp!/, F~24. -l1>e. dsy broke iii' temp_, 
accoIl\paqied. 1>y tbunder, ligbtning, ~ ·bail. The storm was 
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indeed ,wlu,l. and th~.spe.t of the weJlther throughout the day 
waa such as to forbid aU I~ope o!" our movin~ on our'jololrney. The 

Jligh wind was p~o~uctive.of terrible consequenaes to some of the 
inha.bitants, as we.tvi~m!l:iseu, iooeoo, from the doorbf o\udwclling. 
Be~re the. gaJecom m'enced the groupd wasalread y covered with sn~w; 
and the \huooer amI hail of.the morning being followed by-violent 
gustslIOf whirlwind and torrents of rain, some of the cliffy parts of 

• 
the mountain broke away, and the lower parts of the town which - . . 
filled the valley beneath thelle clItl. hccltme buried nnder the Jallen 
masses of rock, earth, and snow, by ~ltich many of the inhabitants 
WC1'C severely .lnut, and such ofttheir cattle as were not c~ushed by 
the fall of these masses v~ry narrowly escaped -drowning in the 
accumulated Roods amI pools which filled the obst-.uetcd hollows of 
the vale tlll'QUgllOut. 

Notwithsta~ding the tempestuous weather, which continued 
with little interm:ission during the clay, \~~ had a number of curious 
visitors, who came to enquire of us the Ilews of' other parts, and 
nom wnom I was equally glatl to galhcr some local information in 
return. 

In the cOltQ;e of th~ day the two Arabs of the tribe of Beni 
Abad., who had been our guides from the mosque of Abu-el-Beady .' . to the passage of tbc:Zcrknh, came all the way from thtmce to 
AssaIt to demand th e restitution'of' their garments, thrown off by 
them when they quitted us on the- mountain to go to.tile.tls!iistnnce 
of their fellow-robbers in the plain below. My guic.le, Georgis, 
who had retained these garments as a security for their return of his 
musket, car-ried off by them at the same time" e~pressed his wil­
Hngness to restore them the ~oment the musket wa! produced. 
They repHed that this was i6npossible j as it had been taken from 
them by the owners 'Of the stolen cattle, who had rescued their 
property,' disarmed the robbirs, ·and succeeded if} bearing ,back the 
spoil in triumph to their own camp. They cOQtendedt therefore, 
that the musket was l~st by the ,fill of God; and .that it was both 
irreligious anc.l unjust to demtlnd itl'> restoration; a demand, indeed 
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impossible now to satisty. "\Vith regard to the garJPen~s;' said 
they, H the,case is quiLe different. It is evident, from their beillg 
sale in your keeping, that it was (the w).I1 of rod to have them 
restored to-their proper owners: why, thercfor~, should you, by 
withholdin~ tileri), oppose the HClStinics bfheaven? .. Gjye us 4ack 
our robes," said they, H and Jet us agqin break hremJ. to~ether ill 
friendship." Absurd as this distinction mny appear, there VIlaS an 
earnestness of natural eloquence in the pleadings of these Arabs 
~hich made them an~pO\tcrful; and though they were avowed 
robhers, as well as men of 2" clifref(~pt faith, the Greek Christians 
unanimously agl'cnd, that though the musket could nOrt be recovered, 
the garments should be restorcu, t'xdaimiug, " Allah kcrecm i" or 
" God is bountiful!" and illf~rring from thence that his creatures 
ShOll1U fol1ow the dictates of liberality <!nu benevolence, ruther 
than those of retaliation alilI revenge. 

ARsalt, Slludfl.'h Fcb1'um'/J Q!J.-Thc weathcr had not yet bC(,(Hne 
settled, though there were short inl.ervals which admitted of our 
going out of doors, aJl(] this was of itself a great re1icl~ as my con­
finement of the preceding day had been very irkspmc aHu painful 
to me. I had not suffered it to pass, however, more unprofitably 
than l (~colljd help; and as the ouservation:; ' which occurred to my 
notice or ex'periencc were committed to writing at brokcn periods, 
as I eQuId lind time between the almost incessant coming and 
going of visitors, I shall follow them in the order in which they 
were noted down, and if deficient in arrangem'ent and <..Connection, 
they may at least b.c relied on for their accuracy. 

The town oj' Assalt * is seated on the slope of so steep a hiH 
----------------------~. ---

• In wriling this lIome I ha"c {(Jilowed the exact pronqllcilltion of the present inha­
bitants, although if t.he word WeTC written" tjali," they would pronounce it in eXlI('tly 
the SBDle manner, from their ulmost cnnstandy fllM::ing an aspiru.tc before lhe s in words 
heginniug with that lettt..>r. ThtJre is reason to believe that this is the city of " Snit" 
mentioned. ill the book;'f Joshun, chap. xv"ver. 60., and enumerated Ilmong the towns 
and ,-illages which formed the portion of tlle tribe of Judah in the southernmost part 
pf their p08Selsions towards &10m, - SuIt being classed wjtb the cities in the moun­
tains and 'the'...-iJdemess, or near the Desert., where it may be said to lie. It is men-
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that thCJlOUfcs risc one abore another like a-succession of steps or 
tet'races, the buildings t4e~sclves facing ~hiefly tow4lrds the east 
,'lnd the south. Of the stlmmit of the hill is a large castJ~, which 
looks down upollthe houses, and completely eommhnds thw town. -
Atethe foot of the hill is 1 narrow -ravine, in which stdhds a small • 
square tQwe~ not unlike somc of thc country church steeples in 
Engltnd, and probably once bel~nging to a Christian place of wor­
ship, but no traditions of its history arc prc.served. There appeared 
to he on the ",hole about a hundred scJ1nrate dwellings in tllis small 
town of Assalt; and the computvtKm, by taking an average of 
twenty or<iillUl'Y houses, made the population Irmn five to six (mIl­

dred souls only. 
The Sheikh el HelJcd, or c1lief QJ' tile tOWII, is~ l\Iohammcdan ; 

hut lloills himself indcpend€'nt of all the Syrian pashas. .I-Ie uoes 
not receive tnx .or tribute, however, from any of the inllahilants, , 
f'itlter in money.or ill produce; and diff~rs only from the rest of 
the community in the inRuC'))ce he possesses, from having morc 
houses, lands, alld properly t1tall allY of his fellow-townsmen. He 
JiyCS ill the castl{~, of which Jle occupies the largest portion; uut 
s('vernl other ~milics rc:.ille in other aparlments of thi:' large 
bu.ilding j and lhe only source of his power is his superior. wealth. 
as he is not vestl'iI,.('ith('r hereditarily or by e1ection, "ith any 
--------- -----' -- - ---- - --"'--------
tioned as this ('ity in Aurj( ill)IUim, l'ho:;1tr1l11l SUllClll', folio l'll. p. !j ~., !lml wall a pfUl't' 
\1('11 kno\\11 to the hi .. wriull" ofth (' CI"ll~:lIk... 111 ,HI arlidl' pllbli .. Ill'tI ill Ih~' "l\lilU''' 

de ]'Oricllt, tom. L p. 1 .... ;" it i" lIlClLtiOllC't1 llnltJl1g tllc " Exll'l\its hi"tOl' i'l llc~ rduIlf .. 
au TClI1p" (]~ Cmi'><l(lt·,r du Li\'l'l'. 111~o\. lljclil Iii turil-.hi Klu.}<.h, d Klmlccl," tllu .. ; 
" 111 G2G (A. H. ) Jcru~ulelJl ..... 1\'> dcli\crcd up lu the Fruub, in (,Oll&l1]IICIll'C, fl'o 11.. 

MoI1l111l111CUall wrih'f!> MI), of the di\ i~iolls fl nlOl1g I he reigning 11I'il1cc", \\ ho, thuugh 1111 
of one family, Illode It .. l11al1Y panic'> us they were hrother .. ill 1111111hel" Sollie of the 
conuiti(}ns ~werc., that the wall .. !, tlo~d 110t IJc rt .. Jlilin,tJ frolll till' iI' pn'~ellt miut:d ~ t.ll e; 
lhat tile dome<; of the mOMJU('~ of &,I-.lIrll allll Ak .. a ~ht>lIld 110t IJc toudl('d, lIull t11O.:~t· 
templt', ho equally open to Christian, anu Mo"klll'>, \\ hilc lho~c '·llIlIgC-., oilly whit'h 
Illy .)11 th~ rood betwcen Acre nn4Jerrlsnlcm !,hould belong to till' Frank,. Kamel 
lIa' m~ Illude llit'M' <!(l\ulitions, lU)d hm'ing .,till hi~ troup!> at hi!' 0\1 II dil>po:.ilion, (lUl'>ou lil 
his originfli plfln of marching again:>! DtVnfl'l'l1 ~ i \\ hell l'\u~ir, the f:..'tweruol' of tim ' 
city, wude Tt <WCf 10 hi., brother, F..!>hrif Moi'o(', IIml received in cxchouge for it Ihe 
cO!>lle .. of Knrflk, Shnui>L-ck, Helkah,'~uld Snit." 

• See the Vignette I\t the hend of this clJllpt.:r. 



28 STAY AT THE TOWN OF ASSALT. 

direct authority, either f.rom the governments around. hil\l, or the 
people, over,.whom he"'nevertheles.s exercises an influence neany 
equal to that of a regularly appointed gcwernort in any of the pro­
vincial tnWriS of the Syrian territory. 

There'are conceived to be'about a h\Jndred male Christiun~ in . -
Assalt, -most of whom came here to ser-k refuge from the persecu­
tions of .lezzar, or the" Butcher," the late 1)85hl1 of Acre, d\Jring 
the expedition of the French agai!Jst Egypt and Syria j and these 
refugees were chiefly N8z~renes: they continue to be related to 
or acquainted with the people of' Nazareth, with whom they gene­
ra]]y live on friendly terms. 

On their first flight to this place for protection against the per­
secutions of Je.:nar, they fuuud only lVIohammedan inhabit<lnts; 
out thece were imlcpendent of the Syrian pashas, ·and seldom 
visited the larger cities, while the Araus of the Desert mixed with 

, them on fri endly terms, for the sake of securing theit supplies. 
There was, therefore, little or no bigotry among these isolated 
Moslems, so that the Christians, whe. came to them for protection, 
were permitted freely to reside among them and enjoy all the 
privileges and immunities common to themseJIJ~s, without au 
enforcement of those odious distinctions of dress, tribute, amI 
name, 'observed in the more civilized parts of Syria, where the 
power of the pashas extends. From these circumstances, coupled 
with their greater activity in matters of trade, the Christians have 
gradual1y increased in numbers and in wealth j and they may be 
said at present to enjoy at least an equal degree of ~Dfl'bence with 
the Mohammedans, tllOugh these are still superior to them in 
numbers. 

Among other confined notions entP.rtained here on geographi­
cal points, is the singular one of there being -but four seas in the 
world, which they thus enumerate :-. . 

Bahr-el-Tabareeah - The Sea of Tiberias. 
Bahr-el-Loot -The Sea of Lot. 
Bahr-el-Melhhe-The Salt'Sea. 
Bahr-el-Hheloo-The Fresh Sea. 
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Th~ ask, too, if there' are houses tn Europe, like those of 
• Ad.lt; and think there is no si,pgle buildi,fg in the whole world 
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~') large 8S the castlj that everlooks their town. 
Karak, which 15 three days' journey in an E.N.E: directien from 

this, is said to be about as "Jarge as Assalt ; and th~ Christians ~e 
reperted to ~e more numerous there than the .l\1ohammedans. 
The ditties of the Greek church .at Karak are performed by two 
Arab priests from Jerusalem. It i.s a$scrted, in the most positive. 
manner, that between Karak and the con·vent of Santa Catharina on 
Mount Sinai there are Bedouin Arj.l1.; dwelling in tents, who are 
Greek Chri~tiaQs, and li"f' in the regular exercise.pf their religion. 
This fact was attested by many persons in the palty in which I 
first heard it mentioned; but no Ollie could say flny thing about 
their history, or tell whether they were original1y Christiaf'ls from 
a long Christian cJ,eseent, or. whether they haJ been ('onvcrted from 
~1ohammedanism to Christiallity at any recent period. * 

_ _ ___ ____ ...J.....--__ • _ _ _ 

• III the article froll"} the MinI''> dl' I·(.r~nt. hcfilrc mentioned, th('r(' are I he filll(m ing 
pn!.sll~cll ulludillg to Kllruk, which mlly hI.' worth illM'rting ill II Illite hcr~ : .. After the 
.tellth of l:;a1ah-t'<.!-din, hi!. hrother, Melef.cl-AuJl·l, or tilt' JII~t Priucl', po~,e'!.t.J Kuruk. 
I:;hl'lul>t"Ck, Rnd the cifttern ('Ollll! ric, beyond tbe Dead Sea. J Ie po'>tt·d hilll~elf at Tal­
...!-Adjnul, or the Hill of Atljoul, m'nr to Gala, aud rt,'{'eiw'd Sllccour, frolll Eg)rt. under 
the ,;rotcctioll or BuncO!', goYel"llor of Jcru'>ulcllI, lind Main-olill-d-Kru.ri, goft!rnor (If 
Buibci!.. He afterwnrd, took Yala by the sword, thi:. heing the third cQJI(luest orthat 
pIRn" Azil, one of the ~Oll'> of &IIJ~h-t·d-llill, wa~ hi~ Ilt-phew, awl rdgned ill Egypt 
III the '>JUlle time, afterwnrd~ joining him ill hi:. ~) rian war, which led him n~ fur as 
1\lurooill on the north-cnlot., nnd into Nuhia, the coulltry ofthe Bia('k.., on the !.outh-wei>t. 
H e pillaged all the eOlllltrJ' het .... et'li fiei !.UD ami llnll>ei ~, lIUt! J..illt.'<.I ami made mlllly 
prisoners, He-first possessed the country of Karak. Shaulx'ck, &c. about the yenr of 
the IIejira.590; and died at the village vI' Aulkain neurollmascu~ in 615, aged is 
year,. He is described as a prudent and circum~pect prince; a man of exto::JI~i,'e 
knowlt"dge, sound judgment, mild temper, pnticnt, ami f.·l\'oured by fortune. H e wa~ 
succeeded in his go\'emment of E..~rt by his son Mdck -t'!l-KalTlt'1 Abiiu-el-Mnli 
Mohammed; and ill Syria. by the brother of Kamel, Mclek-cl-'Maalem Jo.:~us, who 
possessed aU the country from Horns ta EI-Ari~h, with the ben-const, ('wlu-Syria, 
Palesti ... e, Jerusalem, Karak, Shaube&, Sacklmd or Saiklmd, and the c.:ountries east of 
the Jordan amI the Dead Sea. In 6)8 the Frnnks were in pm..,,~:.ion ofDamietta, and 
contemplated.the conque!>t of Egypt, which they bt.-gan with the capture of Mansoura. 
Ktlmei enguged six prior""" of his fanu~, who ~m'emcd at Dumal>Cus, AI\1>po, Hamah, 
Ball.>eck, Horns, lItc., to join him in an expedition against these (,hris~ms, and_ 
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The church of A .. a.lt being opeIl'to-day. as it w~the.Sabbath. 
I accompartied a partj tbere at an early hour, We found it situ­
ated among the dwellings of the town, wout Ivllf way between thft 
loot ami the summit of the hill. The entram:e was through a' 
sfQ.aB court, which led to a \7Rulted toom about thirty feet by 
fifteen; and from twelve to fifteen. feet high, l'.:!serpbling in 
form and size the "House of Peter," at Tiberias. It (Mffered 
!ro~ it only ill one particular, by having a part cut off' from the 
body of the room for the ailar. This stands at the cast cnd of the 
buiJding, and is separated b} a screen with two arched doorways; 
from these arc suspended two sliding curtains, W1lich arc drawn 
when the mysterious parts of the service arc pedonning, and are 
again withdrawp.. when it is pp'l'mitted to the congregation to be­
hold w~at is passing. The only furniture of' the ('hu);ch consisted 
in a large wooden cross, and two wooden birds carved in the act of 
Aying: these were p]acel1. on the top of the scrCC'J) that divided the 
altar from the body of the church. Empty ostrich eggs t>u~pellded 
from the roof by cortis, and a tew C<illlillOIl glass tumblers hUllg as 
lamps. were also counted among the ornaments i \-vhile three smaJi 
pictures, containing more gilding timn painting, an4!! presenting the 
most grotesque figures of certain Greek saints, were as much ob­
jects at devotion as of admiration. 

At our first entrance, we found the room 50 t'rowdcd that it was 
difficult for us to make our way in. There were assembled at least 
a hundred persons, which was a large congregation for so smalJ a 
church: the men were placed in front, with 'the women uehind 

mUl'ched to Muu1>ourn, where they nll.acked thern. At the '>arne lime they proposed lo 
them to deliver up Jcrul>8.lem, A"caion, Tiberia~ Luodicea, Gebel!\, I\nd aU the COll­

'iuel>U. that Slllah-cd-t.lill had m;,dc upon the coasts of S:;.riu, re~cr\'illg to thcm:.clvc~ 
only Karak IIml Shauix.-"Ck, which were fort~s{,l> of the illtcdor, enst of the Dcud &a, 
on condition only of the Fmnks evacuating Danietta. l1u,!:.e offers, the Chri~tilU1 
warriors, however, refw;cd, nnd demanded in their tunl three hundred thousand ducats 
as an indemnity lor the demolition of thet wnlls of .Teru!oaiem, and ill.!.bh.'tl upon the 
restitution of Karak and Shaubeck."-Extraits/fisloriques, l'clalij's au 1 'rmpsdcs C1'Oisadc!> 
/lu Lit're I.nsol. djclit-fit-tarikhi Khods-€l-Kllldeel."-Mi,lcs de l'Orif'1lt,. tum. v. p.I45. 



STAY AT THE TOWN OF ASSAL T. 31 

them; tij'ld ,very individua1, whether old or young, was seen 
standing. 'Vhen we got n~ar .the alta,r w~ were pr~ented with 
~rutches; and as tlif serviKc is extremely long. and all are rfOquired 
,to stand during itl performance, we found them "~ry -acceptable. 
Beilig a stranger, and thil being my first visit to· the thurch, an 

• eyes wer~ directed towards me, to sec how I crossed myself, so as 
to de~rmine, by the mode of my making that sign, whether I was 

• 
Greek, Catholic, or Infidel. The servic(> appeared to me nearly 
the same as I had before witnessed in ehe Greek churches of Asi'! 
Minor j and differed only in being. performed in the Arabic in­
stead of the ' :;'reek language. The priest wore. a coat of many 
colours, a garment apparclIlly as much esteemed throughout these 
parts in the present day, as it was in the days 1)( the patriarch 
"Jacob, who had one made for his favourite son Joseph; Qf in the 
time of Sisera, \Vhen a coat of divers colours was enumerated 
amoll~ the rich .trophies ~md spoils of the vattle of Tabor or 
Kishon. In tile exercise of his functions, tlte priest remained 
mostly at the altar, while youn~ boys, bearing censors of' incens.e, 
were constantly waving thl;'l11 around his sacred pcrs011. 

On the ou~ide of the screen were two side-altars, at each of 
wllich a person TC'pcatcd certain passages of the Psalms to another 
ne;r ]Iim, who sUlig them. The individuals of the cong~gation 
criticised the J3.U]t5 of these singers as they proceeded, without 
scruple or rescn'C, sufficient] y loud to be heard by everyone ill 
the room i and the noise and confusion arising fi'om this genera] 
conversatiofl was such as to take away from the scene all appearant'e 
of an tlssembly met to worship. \Vhen the priest .came to the door 
of t!lC screen to read aloud some portion of the service, a number 
of men, who had bared thci, heads and shoulders, pressed around 
him, and bowed down their necks to make of them a resting place 
for the luge book from whici he read the service of the day. \Vhen 
this ceremony wus euded, the priest walked tl~rough the body of 
the churca with the sacramental t:up elevated, and a silk covering 
on his head: those of the cctngregatiun who were nearest to him 
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falling all the earth, apd kissing his feet and th<j, he\ll of his 
garment; while those.. who were not ncar enough to pay him this 
mark of homage, stretched for,th their ~'l.nds tq touch some part o,r 
his robf,s, kissi.lg their own fingers afterwards with great reverence, 
and even '':omnlUnicating the henl"'fit of this holy touch to thosc 

• who were behind them, and couJd nu~ come in direc~ cootact with 
the priest's person. 

On our quitting the church, all the men of the congregation 
saluted each other by kissing on the cheek amI forehead; and I 
came in for a large share <l'f this, being saluted by upwards of 
twenty of my gu.ide's friends, some of whom wcr~ smoolh-t~lced 
hoys, and others bearded ehlers. 

Thongl! UII: MIUW was stiJJ so deep upnn the carth, as to render 
many of the narrow streets of the tOWJI impassaule, yet the two 
hours following thf> church service were given up to visiting, and 
going from hOllse to hous(', ollen by the most circuitous rOlltes, 
to get at some dwellings that were otherwise inaccessihle. As 
we ate something at each, we ma~' LlC said to have dined ut several 
houses in successioll: but the mo(k of feeding wa~ so offensive to 
an European taste, Rnd the nature of the messes ~-preparcd was so 
contrary to our llotions, that it required a great effbrt to overcome 
the dis-gust excited even Ly their appearance, antI to preserve a show 
of being satisfied. Among other novelties, I oU!:Icrvcu that large 
lumps of solid butter were eatcn by the people of' this place, with­
out the audition of bread, vcgetabJes, or flesh meat; and this is 
accounted so whoJesome that it is frequently given fo infants in 
arms, by ounces at a' lime, as nurses in England would give bread 
only. At all the dinners there was an abundance of boiled rice, 
and generally a goat or kid served lJP with it, though often so 
tough as to require to be literally torn in pieces before it could be 
eaten. Raisins and olive oil, both~ pr9duced from the surrounding 
country, were alsQ: in abundance, with bowls of butter and sugar 
melted and mixed together, and'l1 kind of puddillg about the shape 
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and siztl of • large lemon, mlde of barIe), pa~te stuffed with onions 
800 pepper. . 

In the course /If the 4::onversation that pnssec.l over our OIeals, I 
learnt that durins the prescnt year, all the nece8sarie~ of-Hie had 
ex,erienced an unusual allvance in ·price. Corn, ·whicli duringJ,he 
last year.llll{~ ucen sold at !iix gallons Jor a piastre, wa.'! nbw at a 
piastf'e and a half per gallon. B~ltter is first melted, and then soM 
while it is liquid, by a measure called a mudd. This article w'1s 
now selling at twelve piastres, or abobt two Spanish dollars the 
gallon. The wages of a labourer, it' hired for a oay, would be now 
about t'hO piastres: but wages arc sc>Jdom paid in money, the 
people undertaking their labours jointly, and di;'i~ing the profits 
of it in slmrcs. Bieh individuals ~ho hm'e lands, maintain the 
,husbandmen in their own houses on the timn, and in adtlition to 
their food, give ~hem one-fourth of the produce of the soil to be 

• 
divided equally .among them, reserving- the other three-fourths 
for the landlord 01' occupier. This ratio of division is always 
observed, whether the proJuue of the farm consist of corn, frilit, • aud oil, raiseu from the land. or cattle born on the soil since the 
commencement-of the husbandmen's servitude, The same regu­
lation prevails also between shopkeepers and mechanics af!d their 
servants, wJIO aTe all fea by their respective masters, nnd Tn addi­
tion to this, receive from them onc-fourth of the profits on all 
works produced by their labour, in lieu of fixed wages. By 
t.his arrangement, the servants and labourers become in a manner 
iucorporatetl with t'w finnily, and seldom or Ilc,'cr change their 
masters, both parties being interested in tile lo~g continuance of 
their servitude. 

The houses of Assalt a,e very small j each dwelling, with lew 
exceptions, consisting of only aile floor, and this having only one 
room, subdivided into rece&fcs: rather than separate apartments. 
TMy are mostly built of stone; and, where nece~ary, a lew pointed 
arches are thrown up on the ibside, to support a flat roof of 
branches of trees and reeds ¢astel'eu uver with clay. The interior 

r 
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of the dwelling is geneu.Uy d.ivided ihto a lower porJo.ion .. for the 
cattle and pcrultry, and(an upper p~rt raised as a. terrace, about two 
feet above the ground floor, for the use of tbe family. In thi$ 
raised prlrt lhe 'fire-place for cooking is generally-placed, but in no 
instance that I oL.served \Va..;; there a chimney for carrying off <the 
smoke;"and as wood and turf arC' the ft,d generally used, iL becomes 
painful to those not accustomed to it, to sit ill allY house for' more 
tJlan an hom, whcl'c a fire is burning. 111 tllC upper division are 
the beds, c1othes-chests, "and provisions; and for the better 
security of these, there arc u~ain other subdivisions made in the 
UPP(,f part of the house hy waJls, she1ves, and rC'{'cs'iCS, all {()rmed 
of dry mud or sun-baked clay, witllotlt being white-washeu or 
ornamented in any manner. There is selJorn any aperture t(U' light~ 

except the door, which mllst be i>hut wil('n 5torm~ of rain or snow 
occur, and are always dosed at night, 50 thut those within nre then 

. enveloped in darkne~s aJi'u smoke. J rcmark('d tkllallthemodern 
wooden doors of these hOllSf'S, were hung in the sal11(' mUllncr as 
the ancient slone doors seen in the tombs of tile king<; at Jerusalem 
and in the sepulchres at Gamala, a Y'oodcn post lorming the inner 
edge of the door itself~ and terminating ill a pivOl .. ..I.t e:u:h cnd, the 
upper ~ivot traversing in a hole in the heam ahove, anu the lower 
pivot traversing in the sin or thre .. hold of the door helow. 

The honse of tllc merchant Aioobe, which wu!-. the best and 
most comfortable dwe1ling in the town, CODi>is(('u in this manlier of 
onc room only, about twenty feet square, divided into a lower portion 
for the cattle, and an upper part or terrace, about tw6 teet above 
the former, for the family, In the first of these was contained also 
a large supply of fire·wood and provisions for the winter; and in 
the last his whole stock of merchandil?e, consisting of cotton cloths 
from Nablous, Beifouin garments, and varioos articles, chiefly for 
sale l\mong the tribes of Arabs, th~t oome to the market of Assalt 
from the surrounding country. This chief of the merchants of 
Assa]t was estimated to be wofth .bout .5000 pia.tre .. or 250/ . 

... terling; and b)' most of !.is lellow-townsmen he wa. considered to 
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be as ri.h a~ any merchant .ct:mld hope OJ desire to be. In coro­
ptrison with his neighbour: h~ might be ·called wealthy indeed; 
for many of those,who ;tere considered traders, had never more 
than 101. sterJing- invested in stock, and the average ·of the town 
mi~ht be safely taken at· 201., as ;·ather beyonl than· below.the 
state of Uu·if trading propc.ty. 

~fter a Jay passed in visits .to aU the principal Christian inha­
bitants of the place, and eating, contrary to my inclination, at almo~t 
every house, we assembled in a large e~enillg party at the dwelling 
of the widow in which Georgis ami 'ftlyself had taken up our tem­
porary aoode.. Though the dimensions of this building were very 
small, not exceeding fifteen leet by twelve, it ilad a chimney in . . 
the wall, and an apartment of the iiJ'lme size ab()ve, the ascent to 
which was by a Aj~llt of narrow steps made of dried cla" with a 
carved wooden QH}ustradl'; the only instance I had met with in a11 
the town, of so much convenience and o(nament. 

Although this was the evening of Sunday, cards were intro­
duced, and I was prcss('u to tak" a part in the game against my will. 
Fortune was adverse to me: and in playing for garments, I lost my 
booza, a sort ~ thick woollen cloak, which I had bought at Naza­
reth lor fouf piastres. There was no remedy: and though all ex­
claimed Allah kerecm.'·" God is bountiful!" yet I felt that this was 
neither the season nor the country in which to gambJe away warm 
garments, pRrticularly us it would have been imprudent, at the pre­
sent moment, to show that my finances were so good as to admit 
of my purchasing it hack again from the winner. 

The conversation of the evening was such ~s I should gladly 
have retained, had it been practicable to have stored my memory 
with an the geographical. and topographical facts mentioned 
respecting the positions of ancient and modern places in the 
neighbourhood, the.very name; of which are unknown in England, 
a' the whole of this tract is little better than ~ blank in our best 
maps. But amidst so many loud. and discordant voices, and the 
innumerable questions that ·were inces~antly asked me on ever,Y 

• 2 
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side, the names of places ,that I heard in one moment lescnped me 
in the next. 

Among the many ridiculous questions that were seriously pr()-' 
posed to mOe, lvhen talking of the different cOltotries that I had 
visited, I was asked, whC'ther I had ever been to the BeJled-el-Kelb, 
where tht.· men had dogs' hCR(ls? mxl, whether I llad -seen the 
Geziret,..el-'Vaak, or the island in which women grow on trees, 
bpdding at sunrise, and becoming mature at !)Ullset, when they fall 
from the branches, and exclaim, ill the language of the country, 
JVaak! JVaak! " Come and embrace me!" 

The opinions' entertained by the people of Assal~on nil matters 
beyond their own immediate sphere or observation, arc like those 
which prevailed "among the most ignorant of the ancients; and 
there is )'10 fhhle of antiquity, however preposterous, that would not 
find believers here. Even now, plaC(':-' not u league di~tallt fi'om 
the town a .! made the scelle of miracle; amI the 1)Cople seem not 
only to believe, but to delight in tIle marvellous. 1\1y guide, 
Mal1im Georgis, W!IO was a cOl1scqltenlial old man, of' dimillutive 
stature, with a scanty beard confinea to the extremity of his chin, 
small grey eyes, an aquiline nose, thin lips, high ~chcd forehead, 
and a round back, might have passed for a tl'llC d(".cendant of 
JEsop, 'for he talked incessantly, and almost constantly ill fables 
amI parab]e~. I have no doubt, from the reputation he seemed to 
enjoy with everyone, that hc was a man of integrity, unci, in 
matters of' common intercourse in life, a person of general credit 
and good faith; yet even he made no hesitation to swear by the 
few hairs of the scanty beard he possessed, that he had seen a 
Muggrebin at Oorn Kais, by the art of magic, transport onc of'the 
columns of the ruins from that place to his own country; that he 
had distinctly heard him order it to rise anu hegone'; and that he 
bimse!f, with his own eyes, had seen r ... take its flight through the 
air!~ Others said, Dhat at a place f3-11ed Oom~el-Russas, in the way 
to Karak, several Muggrebins had, by the aid of perfilmes and , 
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prayers, "aisM up out of thtf earth coppsr cases full of gold, and 
• ca~ied them off to their own ('o~ntries ! 

Amidst these avsurd stories, there were now and then mingled 
'Some useful fact~ that were morc. worthy of remen1bcping. I 
learl'lt, for instance, from ' the conversation of the evening, tijnt 
Mallim l\foola, or Doctor Seetzen, had gone round the Bahr-el_ 
Loot, ·or Dead Sen, from the out1<;t of the Jon1an to t he same point 
on his return, passing ronnd from cast to west, and that he ha4 
found the remains of many Greek monn~tcries and churches among 
the barren rocks that border it. Sh~ikh Ihrahim, or Mr. Burck­
hardt, hau gOlJle from hence, it was said, to Kar~, and from that 
town round the southern extremity of the Dead Sea, hy the ancient • 
Zoar, to Egypt, with a party of Hed~l1ins, ahout t~ree years si1!ce. 
~Vhen I mentioned to them that I had, at l\1r. Rurclhardt'g 
request, made minute enquiries into the particulars of' Dr. Seetzen's 
death at 1\1okha, in my way from Egypt to India through the Red 
Sea, it excited a. lIccp interest, and apparently a ~ineere regret; * 
both tllesp ent('rpri~ing indivi'tlyals being wel1 known to most of 
the persons prt.·scut, and heing, indeed, the only Europeans that 
had ever, till this period, penetrated much to the east of the 
Jordan, as far , at least., as was known to us by any trace of such a 
visit. 

The general topics of conversation were, however, relating to 
thelVIuggrebins, al1(1 their exploits whenever they ca.me into this part 
of the country. The~e Muggrebins -the name being common to aU 
the Arabs that come from any part of Africa between the Nile and 
the Atlantic-have the character of being profound magicians; and 
as the country east of the Jordan abounds with ruins, the people 
think that in all of them tret\sure& are uuried, and that the chief~ 
if not the only object of aU strfngers coming among them, is to 

- _ __________________ ~.L-____ __ 

-. The particulars here alluded to were sent by me to Mr, DtirckJllmlt from Mokhn, 
and by him trnnsmiued 10 the Baron Von-Hammer at Vlennll; by whom they were 
published, W a lett!:!r beariug nt) IlIim~. in nnt· of the numbers of a large work 
published at that capitnl under the tid!:! of " us Mines (it' l'Oril'tl f," 
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disc-over these hidden tneasures, and carry them off for their own 
use. On tlce summit of Jcbel-c1-~lkah, or Bilgah, as it is equ~JJy 
often pronounced, the Pisgah of the HcbrCWBt. from which Mos~ 
saw the promised land and died, and which is'- only three hours 
sOllth of the reputed tomb of' Joshua, on the mountain of ASialt, 
there grew, according to the testimoll:Y of aU presen l., n ~pccics of 
gra~'1, which changed the teeth of every animal that ate Ol~ it to 
~ilver ! And in a party of twenty persons then assemblpd, there 
were not less than five witnesses who declared most solemnly that 
th('y had seen this transmutatipn takc place with lilC'ir own eyes! ! 

This converoation led to a llcbale on the histoty of Moses, his 
birth, and rcsc~e by one of the uaughter.\:t of Pharaoh, his wonderful 
wo~ks in Eg)'}Jl, awl his JeacJwg the .Jews through til£' Dcs('rt to 
Canaan. AlaHitn Georgis, who shone in all matters of recitntion anJ 
Ilarrati,'''', took so large a share ill the dehate, th,at he was unani­
mously f(>{lllcstcd to give it in detail , whclI hc ac.:.cordingly cJ(!ared 
his throat, and began with a loud voice, as if he were addressing a 
larger audience. To hear this historY related in the Arauic language, 
mel in a party of Arabs, so near as we were to the principal scenes 
lescribcd, was like the pleac;ure of bearing a talc {{.om the Arabian 
~ights recited near one of the old Saracen buildings of Grand 
2airo, the a~sociations in each case making the hearer almost a 
Ipcctator of the scene, and giving him a personal share in the 
.!vents detailed. Everyone present listened to the discourse of 
GPOrgis with evident pleasure; and ,luring the pauses which were 
allowed for the gue6ts to take coffee, and the narrator to takt: 
breath, various ~ntertaining comments were made by the hearers 
on the several parts of the story that struck them most forcibly, or 
interested them particularly from thE!. events or places to which 
they principally related. 

In the course of the evening I obf\~rved, 88 peculiarities of con­
versation, that wh-en one person wanted to arrest the attention of 
another, or to interrupt him in hIs discourse. he first called him by 

,.name, and then said,." A good evening to you, my fri#ndj" to 
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which th.e other replied, " G&od evening~' This was considered a .... 
a'rfl8sent to listen, when the·or~tor procee~d with h\.s discourse . 
. t\gain, when the I}W'rato» of a story wisbed to obt.ain the par­
,ticular attention of any individual in the company to ,.hllt he was 
ab~t to say, he first caBed that individual by nan 'ie, arfd then ~id 
him pray. as-thus, " 0 .Job~ pray to the Prophet.!" t.o which the 
persoJlt 8lh.ll'csscd replied, " I pray;" :IllU then th(~ discourse pro­
ceeded as before. These illtelT~ptions were of very frequent. oc­
currence, ailli were equally in use am<,ng the l\lohammedan and 
Christi all Arabs of these parts, t.<! ",hom they appeared t.o me 
pecu1\{,-r, as ll~ud not observed them in any othe~ society of Arabs 
he/ore. 



CHAP. III. 

FURTHEIt DETENTION AT ASSAL'l'. 

ASSALT, Monday, February 26th. -The frost had been so se­
vere during the night, that, in the room where we slept, the water 
in vessels for drinking was coated over in the mornillg, although all 
the extema! air had been excluded and the .partment had been 
heated throughout the night by the breath of eleven individuals; 
an~ the snow outsit.lc the uoor was hardened into a !JoUd mass of 
ice. The morning was, however, clear and finc, the SUIl beaming 
out in full splendour without a cloud; but when J talked of pro­
ceeding on our journey, everyone opposed it as precipitate and 
ilI-judged. My guide, indeed, refused to stir until he saw how the 
weather would seitle, which, he ,.aid, could not be ascertainoo illl 
twenty-four hours of clear sky had. passed over us; .• ~d tnis, he 
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contended, 'Was the more tfecessary, as-we should meet with no 
h6USe8 in our way, and, fro~ ~he &everity tf the seMon, even the 
~ouins might h8fle re[1'ft)ved their tents to the low COllDtt"ies and 

.the plains. All "'Y efforts to persuade him that b; perseverance 
Wf'Cnight overcome every obstacle were useless, and as'" could Jlot 
prevail, tJle~ was nothing wr me to do but to appear con~nt. 

After sufFeting a tedious morning of idle visits from men who 
had communicated all they knew before, I cnught a spare hout t~ 
go up and sec the castle of Assalt, the· pride and wonder of all its 
inhabitants. This edifice is seat~· on the summit of a round. 
topped hill, c .. mposed of white lime-stone, out •• of which a deep 
and wide ditch has been excavated all around its base, so that 

• 
it is literally founded on a rock .• The buiJdiwg consists of' Rn 

,outer wan of enc1osure, about one hUhdred yards squtft'e, with 
towers at each corner, a~d in the centre of each of its sides. 
Within this enclosure is a square citadel, and from twenty to 
thirty private dwellings, inhabited by Mohammedans connected 
directly or indirectly with the ~heikh of the town. The general 
aspect of the ca.stle is that of 6 work of considerable antiquity, but 
there were no particular features decisive of its age or date of ori­
ginal constructioll. The masonry is good, nnd the stones are large: 
many of them ~ix feet by three; and these smoothly he:"" and 
neatly joined at the edges, but rough in the centre of the outer 
front, or what is called the rustic masonry of the Romans, like the 
work in the lower part of the castle of the Pisnns, or palace of David 
at Jerusalem, which, indeed, this citadel of Assalt very strongly 
resembles. l\fueh of the original pile was in ruips, but a portion 
of one of the square towers remained: the eastern face of this \vas 
about fifty feet high from tl.e bottom of the ditch, even in its pre­
sent state. At the foot of' this was a sloping mole, faced with 

• 
smooth B\ones, forming a .casing to the Jiving rock on which 
t-\le castle stood; and this casing of masonry. present~ appear. 
ances of the marks of water, with which the ditch had no doubt 
fOrmerly been 6lled. With;,1 the castle is a 6ne spring of water, 

G 
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and from the well in whieh it is contained nearly the ,,,,hale of the 
town is supplied. The original y.rall and tower have evidently 
been built upon by more modern hands, IiLDd of ,malier and inferior 
materials; tmd 0 the present gate of entrance inlo the castle has a 
pointed arch, weB built, but doubtlessly constructed since .the 
original erection of the edifice, being formed of smootlI stones, 
unlike the rustic masonry of the castle generaJly, and of a sftlal1er 
~ize asweU as inferior workmanship. In different parts of this motley 
building, the Roman and tl\e Saracen arch arc seen together; but 
both of these appear to be IDoqern additions, much posterior to the 
original building,. the large rough stones, and the general aspect of 

• 
which. give it the air of a place of llighcr antiquity thaJl either 

• 
Roman or Saracen times: t~ several portions m'e, however, now 
so conf6sedly mixed together that it would require great skill and 
patience to separale the one from the o~her. 

At one corner of the citauel is a small mo.sque, trequented hy 
the l\lohammedan inhabitants of Assalt. Ncar this place we 
WE're shown two small European swiveJs, apparently two-pounders; 
they were each marked with a P., '3nd the weights rudely ('ut 011 

them were respectively 2cwt. j qr. 18Ibs., and 2cwt. J(I1'. 161bs. There 
was no device or emblem on them by which it could be determined 
from what nation they originaHy came: their appearance, however, 
was that of English ship-swivels, am] the same cirClltnstaHce in­
duced me to think they could not be more than fifty years old. 
So rapidly, however, are things and events forgotten in countries 
where no written or printed records of them a~e kept, that no per­
son at Assalt knllw any thing of the history of these guns; although, 
from the difficulty of bringin~ such articles to an isolated spot like 
this, and from their being, probably, the only cannon that were 
ever known here, the circumstance of their first arrival at the town , 
must have been an event of great icportance at the time, and 
haye been tslked of lor months and years afterwards. Here, too, 
within the castle, we saw the mar\,le capital of a Corinthian column, 
.small in size, and of inferior workmanship: but no one knew from 
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whence.it came, or to wh;U .uilding it originally belonged, nor did 
I observe, throughout all tb~ town of Assalt, any otljer vestige of 
Roman architecturF' eXCCijlt this single capital. 

At the bottopl of the south-western valley, belew and almost in 
th~ centre of the town,- for there are houses on- both -sides of the 
hiU,- I pbserved a smaH ,quare tower, which was said .to ~ave 
belonged to a mosque in that quarter long since clestwycd, and the 
remaining portion of the work has nothing about it to lead to a 
contrary impression. 

From the walls of the castle of Assalt the view of the surround-
• 

ing objects is pighly interesting. The north-western hills appeared. 
coverpd with an unbroken sheet of snow, am.rthc :,outh-eastcrn 
11iHs had their hoary &ummits capJ>ed with the.same wintry cm­
blem: while the cultivated valley, that half environed the hill on 
whidl the castl~ stoou, presented a surface broken by green 
patches of gard~n land, terraced vine beds, corn fields, and olive 
grounds; and tIl(> town below rose like a ~el'ies of' steps or stages, 
the roof of one hOtl~e serving 8!'. a platform on it. level with the 

• 
door of the Oil(' immediately.above it. 

On returl\in~ from my visit to the castle, I found, as uma], a 
number of vi~iton. and enquirers assembled, both within the house 
and around the dool'. 1n the course of my conversation with them, 
I was glad to find one who had been a great traveller in the coun­
try round about these parts; and having drawn him into a commu­
nicative humour, and filled his pipe from my own tobacco-bag, he 
readily furnished nie with the following information as to th~ bear­
ings and distances of several of the principal places in the neigh­
bourhood, computed from this town of Assalt. I had a small 
pocket compass with me, br~ught fibm Bombay, about the size of a 
watch, which had a traversing card, and was contained. in a morocco 
ca&c. In order to obtain t~ bearings, I placed this on the ground 
before the door, and bade my informant point. with his hand, a& 
nearly 85 he could, to the quart,t.r in which particular places lay. 
The'distanee was computet! by Lhe only method known here, 

G 2 



FURTHER DETENTION AT ASSALT. 

name]y, by days and hours, at a quick w~king pace OIil horseback. 
Both the betrings 8ndrdistances are thus, no doubt, imperfect, the 
former particularly; but, in a country 1i0 enti(ely unknown, and, 
the whole of which is a blank in our best maps,,,even an approxi­
mation to the truLh is valuable, and as such I readily availed myself 
of the opportunity to set down the names and relative- po~itions of 
the several places named, as follows: -

Bearings and Distances C!.f Toums from Assalt. 

Jerusalem ""T. S. 'V. 2 days. 

Nablous · . W. 2 days. 
Nazareth 

. 
N.W. • . · S days • 

Ammon or Ammon S.E. · 6 hours. 
Gerash or ht!ra:t8 · . ,. N.E. · 1 day. 
!,ahaez · · E.S.E. 2 hours. 
Huzbllhiin or Herohbon S. So E. 9 houl'S. 
Chahiif KE. 8 hours. 
Karak · . S. S. E. S days. 
Oom..el-Russos S. E. · 2 duy!>. 

Bearings and Distances of sevC1'al flaces lying in tlte Road to 
Oom-el-Russiis fi'07n Assalt. 

Fahaez and Maims . E. S. E. 2 hours • 
. Arrack-d-Amccr 
Huzhhan • 
El-Hhaal . 
Emshucker 
El-Ekferaat 
Masrooeh 
EI-Burrazene 
Mahhine or' Yussera 
Gerroyne • 
Madaba . 
Etuheame 
Suthebah 
Lib 
Dellilit .' 
Jelool . 
Oom--el-RUBais 

S. E. . 
S.S.E. 
S.E. 
S.S.E. 
S.S.E. 
S. E. by S. 
S.E. by E. 
E.S.E. 
E.S.E. 
E.S.E. 
E. S. E. 
Z.S.E. 
E. s:'E. 

' . E.S.E. 
E.S.E. 
S.L . 

61lours. 
9 hours. 

12 hours. 
14 houts. 
16 hours. 
18 houl'S. 
]9 houts. 
21 hours. 
23 hours. 
25 hours. 
26 hours. 
28 hours. 
S2 hours. 
S5 houts. 
$6 hours. 

fO hour •. 
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There Sle many places of inferior note. which my informant 
thooght too inconsiderable to-name. For greater accurJCY, the Jist 

',",:88 read over to hlIp a se~nd trme after being written, And con­
Jirmed by his asse)Jt to the positions assigned. 

Road back from Oom-el-Ru8aiis by another Route, through AVl71w1. 
to Assail. 

J Oom-el-Russiis (I) 
2 Oom-t'l-Hllmcd 
g Ghobeyuh 
4 Oom-d-Burrak 
5 Beit Zeirahh • 

6 Oom-d-Kundool 
7 Oom-el-Ano.fish 
8 Jownh 
9 Ylldoodi 

10 EI-Kb.s,aire 
I I K"rbthv-el-Honiciry 
12 Mussulmnak 

IS Griet-es.-Sookh 

14 Oom GhtlE'Ztl.thy 
] 5 El-'fllcncby 

16 EI-Hummiin 
17 Oom-el-Hhairiin 

18 El-Chnillif 

] 9 Oom-el-Soweweny 
20 EI_Ohocssemy 
21 OOin-eI-Russiis (2) 
22 Foklllirah 
2S No.hhoor 
~4 Oom-e1-Keniifit 
25 BeddCftgh 
96 Gherbt-el-Saadi 

27 Gherbit SIW (1) 

28 Gherbt-el-Seiry 

29 EJ· Koursce 
SO Gberbit Saa (2) 
S I Oom-el-Summaah 

•• Dabook 

55 Deir-el-N'ussiirn. 
34 Deir-el-Scir 
35 EI-Jehannah 
36 'l'ehhein 

57 Abdoon 
S8 Ammiill 

39 EI-Ghcrreneil'\ 
40 EI-Hhurjllun 

41 EI-NcWOekees 
.2 Oom-td-'I1Icbiih 

43 Ghcrrll Nurrhh.h 

44 Oom Mahnleleefy 
+5 Gholduak 

• 
46 Oom""$!l-Theimy 

47 Qom Jozy 
48 EI-Jcheiah 

,\9 Ghcrbt-el-Beitha (]) 
50 Ynjoos 
51 Tubikirah 

5~ Merhcl 
5S Deddniin 
54 Abu Ncsseer 
55 Moohus 

56 EI-Khermshay 
57 Mernh 
58 Ethelehhey • 
59 Erramiin 

60 EI-Mu8Wbah 

61 JlXJtlba 

62 Aith 

68 EI·Alook 
64 Ei-Owtd.tke 

65 Surroot 
66 Ik-erein 
67 Reijemeshook 

68 Mulcgha 

69 Salroat 
70 Ezzhah • 71 EI-43ckknh 

72 Oom-el-Dennaneer 
73 JelJo.it (Elm Ghioor) 

7+ Jclhood 
75 EI_Mu~heijee 

76 Oorn-el-Hamed 

77 Sehhoof 

7. Zey 
79 Sumia 

80 EI-Elaghoone 
81 St.>ehaal 

82 Allaan 
83 Gherbt-el-Beitha (2) 

84 Cufr Elma 

85 CUrl" Ollda 
86 Aim 
87 Yergah 
88 Glterbt Aioobe-el-NebW 
89 HaramuUa 

90 EI-Beggbeah 

91 EI-Bugghiin 
92 Lezzedeeah 

98 Gherbit Tobbalalt 

9' Shoogahor 
95 EI-Megibbely 
96 Meltikaruk 
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97 Er 'Rohawah 
98 Ght·rln-el-Allily , 
99 Gherut-Aboyey 
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100 Gherbit Sennit 
101 EI-Anunb 
102 EI-Mue1J 

) OS Gherl;>t.-el-Sookh 
• 

104 El-ltobbaheebat. 

Here JTIy iniormant grew tired of his task, and exclaimed, " By 
tlfe lJe!1nl of the Prophet! there are three hundred. and sixtY·six 
l"uined towns and villages about AssaIL, aut] I know the names of 
aU j but who could have patience to sit down and recite them to 
.Ll1other, while he writes them in a book?" I soid all I could to 
explain the utility of this; and added, that my chief ooject in wk­
iug this trouble was for the purpose of ascertaining what scriptural 
names were stiH"'etained and extant among the ruined cities here: 
lmt all my cffcr~s werf' of no avail; the patience of my cOI1'lpanion 
was ex~austeu, and there was no prevailing on him to resumc his 
task. I had ascertained, hO\\iever, by this llIcun s, at least one 
highly interesting fact, namely, that the whole of this region was, 
in a manner, stuuded with the ruins of ancient towns, and must 
have been once highly lertile and thickly peopled. On a reference to 
the division of the places given to the triue of Judah, there ap­
pear only three names of places in this modem list corresponding 
with those of' the cities mentioned there: - Assalt, for the city of 
Salt (JosllUa. xv. 62.); EI-Anao. lor Anab (verse 50.); ami EI­
Jehennah. probably for Janum (verse 53.). I have no doubt. how­
ever, but a visit to the places themsc1ves, and the comparison of 
names on the spot, might lead to the most interesting discoveries 
towards the elucidation of scriptural topography, and restore the 
lost knowledge of this interesting region, which appears, both from 
ancient testimony, and the existence of innumerable ruins up to the 
present time, to have been one of the most fertile anu thickly 
peopled countries on the face of the earth, though it still remains 
a plank ih our maps, and is conshlerP.f'f hv aU who treat of these 
countries as a desert or a wilderness. 

In the evening we were visited by one of the Arab priests of 
Assalt; a fat. co.......,. ignorant. vulgar •• and haughty man. who -ma4e 
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himself 'I soct of temporary deity among the party by which he was 
surrounded. In his endeav~ur to flatter me, by payiqg a compli­
ment to the EnglisLt natiOJl generally, he said that the Christians 

,of the East must pe as glad to see anyone from },A,gland as if the 
Majlollna herself (the Virgin Mary) were to app ... r among them! 
Theologifal 41istinctions, Rng reprobation of heretical sects, .formed 
the chief topics of conversation; and in the course of thi~ it was 
admitted, that thc Russians were the only truly orthodox people in 
matters of faith among the whole of the nations of Europ~ 
although the English, it was allowed, were a much superior race, 
notwithstandiQg the general conviction that thes had no religion 
whatever, and, consequent]y, none of its appebdnges -neither 
churches nor priestb;-a beliet~ in w~ich they wer~sO firmly rooted, 
,that my most solemn asseverations to the contrary, accoPlpanied 
by a long detail of our form of church government and worship, 
hfld no efi'e{'l w h~tever in changing their preconceiveu notions. 

This Greek divine officiated, by leading the prayer of the even­
ing, as the party was about to.break up. In doing this he stood. 
before the rest, who followed. his motions, after the same manner 
as the Moham~eduns follow those of' the Imams; anu, indeeu. the 
ceremony itself very nearly resembled the Mussulman manner of' 
prayer, except that tltcre were not so many prostrations-to the 
earth, and t]lat the llanos, instead of being e]e\'ated towards heavcn, 
were almost constantly employed in marking the form of the cross 
on the head and breast. There was the same indecorous hurrying 
through the praycio, as among the IVlohammedans; and, ~ with 
them also, the chief aim of the Greek priest seemed to be to say as 
many words as possible, by the most rapid utterance, without taking 
breath, making the last wor~ louder than all the preceding Olles, 
and hurrying forward again with all speed after drawing brt'adl, 
without any regard to pau~e or emphasis, so that the whole re­
sembled n. barbarous mode of singing, rather than solemn breath-. . 
ings of the soul poured forth be/ore the throne of the Supreme 
Being. To add to this revoltiug picture, there was neither solem-
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Dity in the manner of the speaker, nor respect in that. of ~he audi .. 
eoce; for &Orne talkeJ, others laughed, and the mistress of the 
hOllse, to save time, took this occasion '0 spread out the mats Jor 
our beds, at the same time muttering her prayerlil in an under tone 
with the rest. The priest, when his hurried service was at an (lind, 
detcrm1ned to sleep at the house, instead of going to his home 
in another part of the town as he had intended, and by thia step 
most disagreeably added to the numher of our already crowded 
p'arty. 

Assail, Tuesday, Feb. 27. -The heavy snow and intense frost 
which commenced soon after suntlet on the preceding night, had 
cOlltinut:d untll sunri3e, amI in the course of the forenoon we 
learnt u.at great destruction had been committed among the Hocks 
and hergs of the surrounding country; two persons indeed. were said 
to have died from exposure to the cold, at a short distance ii'onl the 
town. This return of tempestuous and snowy weather created a new 
obstacle, or rather reviveu and strengthened the originall1indrance 
to my prosecuting my intended journey from hence. I felt my 
stay here indescribably tedious, and would willingly. have shortelled 
it, had it depended on any exertions of my own: but we could not 
commaad the elements. J t is true that there was no want of good 
and wholesome food, nor of shelter from the inclemency of the 
weather; but the first was disgusting, from the mode in which it 
was prepared, and the last was little better than the open air, from 
the myriads of vermin of every description Wflich tormented me 
during the night. R&d I been granted the enjoyment of a .ingle 
day atcme, I should not have regretted my detention so much; 
but during the daytime the house was filled with visitors and 
enquirers j and in the night, the crowded state of the room, in 
which we were all shut up together, r"ndered it difficult to enjoy 
even one hour's ql!iet and unbroken repose. It wa.s only in the in. 
tervals between sleep that I could'iind time at night to commit any 
facts, or remarks on them, to paper,· by the light of a dull lamp, 
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which hprnt·while all but m~elf lay asleep on the ground. Tbia, 
of4itself, will sufficiently accotint for the uncobnected and imperfect 

• 
~ature of many of.the oltservations that appear; some in mere 
outline, others onlf half expressed; and others ngail"J, probably, un­
important and uninteresting, but still thought worthy of preservivg, 
at the tillJe they were first n~ade. 

If') the course of the conversation that passed among our visitors 
to.-day, I Jearnt that the young men of Assalt invariably marry soon 
after their arriving at the age of pubert, j and early marriages an~ 
a numerous offspring are accounFed blessings to both sexes. 
Children, indeed, are sources of wealth in such a .country; for the 
young sons are sent out to labour at an early age, ~nd soon become 
capable of maintaining themselves, \fid even of liringing home a 
portion of their wages to the £'tther, until they are twenty, wlten they 
are considered independent, and receive the whole. Young girls are 
abo given in mar~iage for certain sums of money, "srying from 500 
to 1000 piastres, according to their connections or beauty; which 
sum being paid by the bridegroom to the bride's father, adds to his 
wealth, and makes girls as protit~ble as boys to their parenh, par~ 
ticularly when ~ey are handsome. 

Many of the inhabitants of Assalt have light-coloured eyes, and 
fine soft auburn hair, with fair complexions, like the inhabit!mts of 
northern climates. The women would be agreeable in their 
persons, if they did not so strangely disfigure themselves, after the 
manner of the Ara\ls, by staining their lips with the most repulsive 
of all colours for the flesh, a deep indigo blue, as weB as marking 
spots and lines of the same colour on the chir"!' forehead, and 
cheeks. The dress of the men resembles that of Syrian Arabs on 
the coast, with the exceptipn only of their wearing over their 
ordinary dress R short sheep-skin jacket, the wooHy part on the 
inside, and the skin, of a revdish colour, and tanned, as well as it 
can be while the wool is on, outside. The women dress also like • 
the Syrians, but are rather more profuse in their display of strings 

" 
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of' gold and silver coin, with whict/ they decorate ·their heads, 
arms, Rnd ':leeks.· 'The manners of both sexes resemble thGSe 
of the Bedouins more than of the citizens .of Syria, although 
they are originally descended from the Jatter, T.nd mix more fre­
qUf'ntly with them than with the people of the Desert. Xhe 
language, though Arabic, differs in many resJ>f-tts sa widely from 
the language of Egypt and the Yemen, that I had often Qrnuch 
difficulty in fonowing 8 person whose utterance was more thick Of , 
more rapid than usnal; nnll I felt this inconveniellce the morc, as 
I was without an interpreter; for my guide Gcorgis spoke mOTe 

after the manner.,of the people of Assalt than of NazaretiJ,-and 
there is a striking difference even in places so near to each other. 

The Bedou~s of the neiphhouritlg country aTC taB, well-made 
men, artd have a prepossessing aspect and commanding exterior. 
They live on good terms with the inhabitant.s of Assalt. although 
their credit is so bad, that no trader of the town will trust them 
with any supplies, without having the purchase-money paid at the 
time. AssaIt is the hazar or rn~rket for the supply of all the 
country as far as Karak, and this JaRt place for the cOllntry east of 
it, which is said to extend a long way in that direc.tion, before the 
sands of the Desert are met with. The Bedouins of these parts, 
howe\~er, though living in peace with the people of the town, on 
whom they chiefly depend for all supplies not raised within their 
own camp8, are not in general esteemed by them; the common 

impression being that they afe a barbarous and unjust face, and 
that no one, unless accompanied by an armed escort, or furnished 
with security, as well as pledges, from the sheikhs of the tribes, 
could with safety trust himself among them. From their character 
at present, as compared with the earliest accounts of them, it 

----------------_.------------
• Rows of these coins, sometimes mixed with precious stones, oound round the 

temples and hanging Ol'er the cheeks. remiud' the sl'ripturru reader of the VCI'Se, 
" Thy cheeks ore COID.!Jy with rows of jewels, thy neck with cbaius of 2OId." - &miT 
of Sokmwn, i. 10. 
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appears 'ndeed that they hav~ undergone little alteration for many 
cetlturies past. -

One of the ~onseq.ence9 of the nearly equal mixture of 
Christians and Mohammedans in this community is -a pfoportionate 
diminution of the force of bigotry and religious in\olerance. '4 is 
well known that throughout the whole of the Turkish empire, and 
when,'ver the authority of Arab or Turkish governors extends, tI~e 
Jews and Christians arc not permitted t.o wear the gay colours 
worn by the Mohammedans; neither a'c l.hey permi.tted to use tl:e 
salutation of peace, or to swear by tlW oaths or ejaculations peculiar 
to the fi,ith o£ Islam. At AssaIl, however, no. such distinctions 
exist. The Christians wear freely, and without· molestation, t.be 
same garments and the same gay colQurs that ar~ 'W)rD by their Mo­
haml'l.lcdan townsmen: they use the same mode of salutat~n; and 
there is no difference·of exterior appearance, or even of manners, 
h(·tween t1l1;' one.Dnd the otber: so perfectly are they on a footing 
of equality. In return fur this absence of intolerance on the part 
or the Mohamnwualls, there 48 a corrcspontling abstinence from 
what so particularly offends tbem in the Syrian towns among the 
Christians, lHllllcly, pork and spirituous liquors. In all the sea­
ports particularly, there arc pigs, spirit-shops, and. wine-eeHars 

---.-~ -- --- -------
• The Arabian." l' lllleu the Nnbalculh, i .. hllbil u truct purdy desert, and ill ornel 

pnt·l!> Yo ililout walcr; 111111 ,·cry liull' of lhi., lnwt ik·nr., /lily Irllil; therefore the inh"hit~ 
Ullt~ live by robbing ami ..,h'uling, and liw Ihut ellli WI lug III' and (lowll the coulJtries 
fitr lind ncnr, thc\' yex the IItIUll>itttll~ with their ("oulillunl int'lIr.,jollt> lUld robberie'i, it 
bcing Il very diffi·ellit Illalf",r to t>uhdue them, For ill lhe dry coulltry, they im\'e well .. 
digged in coU\'emellt phn':., Llul..unwlI to .,trIUlgt'r-", whither til",y fly j(lr refuge ull(i urI' 
sale. For knllwing where the "'lIteh lie h ill /llld pril'lilc, upon,. opcning of the well .. 
they arc Inrgc1y bupplicd: lmt !>tmnbrers who purlo ue them, (ullucfjlluiutcd with thOlol· 
fi.lulltain .... ) either peri!>h for thir~t, or lil llmg into lIlully other dil>Usteh, Ilud (Iuite tif(.'(1 
out, sc.nrcely eve!' return hOllltl. Anti. therefore these AruhilillS (being thut they ure 1101 
10 !Je ("oll!jllercd ) nrtl Itc\'cr ctllolu\'cd, nor e\'er tlUI)!;t ully foreiEtn )JI"incc over them, bUl 
)lrc .. crvc themt>che., continuully in pcrfc;t liberty; Dud tberellire neither the Assyrian'> 
anciently, nnr the ~fedes um..! Versi~l\lo, !lor the very Mtl.cedonial\s thcm~I\'l~s, were 
t'VCT able to conquer them; who, though they onen mllrch .. ·d -.ith great forces against 
them, yet tht'y p.ver fniled in their design·s. -Dwdunu SictllllS, Booth', 7'ransiali(m. 
fol. 1700. Book ii. c.1-. p.7tf. 

H 2 
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in abund.nee, all of whieh are used' and frequented solely by the 
• 

Christians. ' At ASSRI{ none of th<:"e are to be seen; and 81thOll'gh 
the country about the immediate precirfc:ts of .. he town produceR 
an abundance of grapes, no wine is made from 1!hem; but such 89 

arfl, not eatcn in' their fresh state are dried 88 faisins, and stdred 
up for 'Winter usc. They make also 0& these l'ailiins a sweet, thick 
syrnp, which is eaten by dipping bread in it, and is in great esteem 
~mong all classes, old and young. It is called Dipse, and is in 
general use in all parts of t1:yria where grapes aTe produced. * 

The Bedouins take a quantity of' this last article away with them 
into the Desert f.,1' their women and children, and to present it to 
guests to whom they may extend their hospitality. They also 
take from Ass~le the mauufiwtures of Egypt and Syria, including 
Sechemlland Tyre, in return for which they bring camels, horses, 
and goat~, as tllf'y did in the earliest times. t Indeed, in all 
respects they appear to have stood srill, while every other part of 
the world has heen cjtlier receding or auvancing, and they are 
probably the only people now on the globe, to whom the most 
ancient description \\ ould apply with e(luul fidelity in the present 
day. t 

• T'hc.'camoo Dr. ViUlI"!llt, in his Pcriplus of tile Er)·threun Sen_ ~ays, that this article, 
under the <'UIlU! name, lJijiiSl', formed olle of the expurt~ of tile llllciellts, from J)iospolis 
ill Egypt to Ambia and India. It is mentiOIll.-d ai'> freqUt'l1tly hy cRrly writers as by 
modern traveller:.. Ebn Hnuk,,1 calls it Doulohab, and sl\y~ that it was mnde also at 
Argham ill Su!>ialla. - Fincent, Ap}J('Ildir, vol. ii. page 6B. 

t Arabia and the prince.. of Kedur purchased lilt' fubric", (If Tyre, lind brought in 
return lambs, rams, and goutR. By the prince,> of Kedar muy be UlH.ll·htood tlle s)leikh" 
of the tribes uf the l)~!>Crt, who livL'(1 in tents which were block.· Keda1· signi6eJi 
black; and Buchart cdncludclo from this, that they were Arab .. burnt by the SUII; but that 
it refers to the tents is c"illent from Canticles, i.5 .• "1 mil black but comely, 0 ye 
daughters of Jerusalem: Q.'l the letlls of Kedar, ~ tl.~ curtains of Solomon." See the 
Song uf Maisuna, wife of Mouwmh, in Abulft.:da, Reiska. p. 116., which presents a true 
pioturc of the Arabs of the D~rl . - rillu?u's PWip/IIS, , 'oJ. ii. pugc 548. 

t " ]t is worth our pains here," l>/I.ylo Diodorus 8i<:ulu'>, <, to reluh! tile manners and 
custom" of these Arabi'!us, for the infol"mati(Jn of them that ore ignorant; by tllt~ use .. 

• All the tent§ of &JOIlin~ thtlt I have ever leen, are rnadeof .hccp', "·001 and pl'J and amel', htoiT, 
and ate m06lly black, with somcrimew. but rarely, Itril'e~ cE while, grey, or lJrowlI; but thi. ia 10 IItlI.U. 
proPOJ1iofft thai even t1w-c ~Iril)cd tenn all look black at a diz.tance. 
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At the return of evening, '-e all met together as before, at the 
.houlle of Aioobe the merchant, where a larg~ party *al colJeeted • 
~fore our arrival. We had not been seated lon,g, however, b~fore 
My companion, MaWim Georgis, gave the company a st>ecitnen of his 
powers as an Improvisatore, in Arabic, reciting, as be told me, e~­
tempore vers~ in that lunglijl.ge, which, as tar as I could' discover, 
were g~neral1y thought successful efforts of skilful arrangement and 
correct rhyme. This was followed uy one of the compally repeat­
ing a set of lines on the lctters of the Arabic alphabet, similar to· 
those known to a1l nurses in England. 

A-was Ilnllrcher,nlld shot at a frog, 
n - wus a butcher, ;llld kl'pt II greltt dog. 

Tales fl'Om the Arabian Nights were red ted by some of the jIOunger 
members of the party; and after this, the prie~t who was present 
cio&eu the evening's entertainment by narrating. in set phrase and 
pompous manner, the destruction of Sodom am. Gomorrah, hy 
their being cngulplied in thc Dead Sea. The peculiarities of this 
sPa, though within a day's jOlll;ney of the spot on which we stood, 
were not accurately known,to anyone of the party, so indifferentJ:l3d 

of which cu~l()m$ they h'lvf' hiti'krto .,ecurpd t1wm;,(·h·e~. amI pre~ervt'd theireliherty. 
They live ill the pillin I1ntl open ficld ~, calling that D esert their country, wherein are 
Ilcither inhnhit;lIIh, r iver'>, or ~pri llg .. , wht'reby 1111 enemy'., arm}' cun be rf'lieved. It is 
a law nl\long~t thl'lll neither to .,0 .... . phillt, builll hOll'>e .. , or drink filly wine ; utili he 
tllltl i ~ di"C(l~l: rcd to .. do nny of the:.c i., .. II re to die li)1' it. And tilt; reason of lhi~ IlIw IS, 

heclIu<;e they ('olleciv!;: th.ltotho,>c \\ ho tll'C PO~W~M!J of "nch thing!. arc easily (ti )r fear 
orIo!.ing what they hnv€', or in hope .. of gaining more,) forced to comply with tilt" will 
and hUlYIuur of tlJ()~e that are more powerlul. Some of them breed up camel~, others 
employ themsdve,> ill ft'l. ... lillg of !>hI'Cp, roving to and fro in the wildcrncs~ for thllt 
rnrp(l~c, There are 110 iew U1deed of the ArnUmn". that though thcy give thcm~lv!;:<; 
to thc pru.turn.p;e of cIlttl(' in lhe Deseat, yet nrc lilr richer tllllll the rc!>t, but excero in 
!lumber abO\'e 10,000. For muny of them usc to carry fraukinceul>e, myrrh, ami other 
rich perfulllt's down to the !>I':t-.. id(', which-they truffick for, tim] I'ct'Cive Ii-Oil) them that 
hring them trom Arahia the Happy.· They highly pr~ and vl\luc their liberty, nod 
whcp any strong armies invade them, they pre'iently fly into the wilderness, as into a 
st'1)ng tortr~s and castle for refuge; for, 11& wuter being there to be laud, none can 
follow them through thuS(; D c::erts." -. l}i"dr1ntS S:cuiw, book xix. e. 6. 
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they all been to an object of 80 mu<h natural curiosity, a.nd ,doubly 
iRteresting from its 'association ~ith the history of tbeir religiou~ 
faith. No two persons were agreed as to all that was said respectipg 
it: some ' of' i.heir assel'tions indeed were so eKtravagant, that no 
reflecting person could give them credit; but most of the indiviJuals , 
present concurred in these facts; namcly, that the sect wa, seldom or 
ever agitated by storms; that its waters were heavier than ar"y other 
known j that though the river Jordan, which comes through the 
fine fresh Jake of Tiberin'o, and continues sweet to the end, dis­
charges itself into the Dead Sea, its smell is offensive, aDd its taste 
salt, bitter, and bighly disagreeable j that neither ~re hirda seen to 
fly over it, nor fishes found in its waters; that the heaviest bodies 
Ruat on its surtilcc; anJ lha,~ . it is confltantly throwing: up from it~ 

bottoR". large masses of black bitumen, which is sccnred. as it drif~s 
on the shore, by the Arabs, who take it up to Jerusalem for sale. 
These facts appeareu to be weB authelltit'ated, apd l'vcn th~~e cor· 
respond in a striking degree with many of the descriptions given of' 
this sea by ancient writers. As one of the"wonuers of these parts, 
the Dead Sea engrossed a large sh<\rc of' the attention of all who 
wrote on Syria and Palestine; but their aCC01.U1Js of it, differing 
as they do in many particulars, are not half so discordant as the 
verba{' description which I heard with my" own cars at Assalt in a 
cumpany of twenty persons, not twenty ]eague~ from the spot, and 
each of whom had seen the sea for himself, an advantuge enjoyed 
by few or none of the ancients who wrote of it. '" 

--~-

• Having collected, in a littl e book set upart for the purposc of extrnct.<" SC\'CMII 

passages from difft'r~nt works, ns aceident threw them in my way, relnting to the Lake 
Asphaltes, I !.hall, perhaps, save others the trouble of reference, hy suhjoining n few of 
them in a note. 

'I There is n lake also in that country (the '.·alley of Jericho), which, by reason of 
ita greatness Bnd immoveableness of the water, is called the Dead Sea j for it ill neither ' 
(stirred with tht! winds, (the gl utinous substance witb which aU the water is covered 
resisting their violence,) neither is it patient of n'ilvigation, for all things wanting life do 
pre»ently sink into the. bottom, neither doth it sustain any matter unless it be washed 
oYer with rock alum." - The History'if J"mti". Codrington's Translation. London, 
1688. 12rno. 5th edit. Book sx)",i. p. 25S. 




