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The mode of living at ASSalt, and the conveniences and com. 
lort? of the people, as well as their manners, '\ire much Juder than 
iD Egypt, low even U,j the people ~f that couniry must be rRnked in 

• 
"The Luke.Asplllutile.,) brecueth no Jiving crculure. Nothing will go U.0Wll tr 

sink into it. • It exect'd ~ 100 mile,> itl ICIl/-.>1.II . i~ 25 miles o ver at tile bwad l'lol part, 
and six ~iles. at the narrowest. On the ellst nre the Arnbiau Nornadt,'i, 011 the .south 
Mnchrerulo. a tortre~~ n('Xl in importance to Jcrut.uletn. · On the sallie coast thcre is a 
foulltnill of hot Wll1l'1'S, called Culll! 111m', el>tcclllI .. .(l ""olc~()me amI medicinublc. Alollgl 
the we~t Con ... t Ih'ed the Es~eni, II people li\ illg without womell or mOlley. hn\ing l'om
munit)' of property, find niming III lUI extr.J.onlinnry degree of purity in thdr Hl't. ... ancl 
mnnm'I't.:' - Piill. f ill. III~/., hook v. c. 16, 17. • 

" 1.11c Lake A"plwlt cs lie .. in the m ill.'>t of the provin<:e of lWlom, alld .. tretchc~ 
rorth ill I('nglh the humlrC(1 ftlrlnl1~"", hut in breadth it i!o but thrt.'t. ... !>cor<'. TIle water 
i.r. "cry hiUer and .. tin kinf!' w that lIeither fh h, I~or any other thiQl.{ ~I"ed to the "' ater, 
can liw ill it, And thollgh IlUlilY n.:marl.ault' river:. of very :.wt.'C1 waWI t!lllllty Ihcm~ 
~tlve~ into it, yet it n'lIIuill~ u:. eOl'rupt :\IId IIII .. n\,our\" huth to thl' tU ... ll' nnd tfl(, Sllll'll, 

ao; c\'C'r it did hcliwe. Every yell r r i<,t::. uul of Ih t! ;nidd lc of il went mll<;"y piC(,t>" of 
bitll'll('11 UlIII pitc h, 'tOlpctimc:. bigger tium lhrl;!C plcthl'lls (of oue hunJred feet euell,) 
Ollt! !>olUetillle'l little le:.t. tl1l1 l1 nne. Ami u(lou thAt IlCCQunt the b,·ubarou:. iuhabitanb 
call t he Inrgt'r pi l'e('~ VIII/I, IIl1d the Ie<;"er t'fl/t,,'S. Thf' .. c pie('e:. of p ilch nnd Iu-illl<;toll (" 
fl oating upon the wall'\', '>Ccrn, at n di<;tall~ tn 1M' Il .. ~o mnlly i!>lamh. Thl' rt' nrc ev ident 
.. ign .. that filrego lilill give notice of the ~tin~upofth il. bituminou:. matter at Jeru.l twenty 
Jup belore; I;',r a Iwrml .. ult'i1 of hrim .. tone nln l pilei I infect!. til(' ni r round Abolot lhe 
lal.t'lll many fu rlollg: .. ~tl i .. IAIll·e; anti all metal..., '" helher or gold, "ihcr, Ill' copper, lIenr 
Ihe I,!a(,l'. (,h:mge their nntuml t'ol(lur, which pre!>entiy rt"turns agnin, a:. MXIR IlS ~he 
hrimstonc b exhnlt-d. Thl! plates llllrdering 011 It ure "0 burning hot (by rt:Ut¥l of the 
.. ulpllUr <Iud brilll:.tonl! under groUlul ), Ana ClUtt iorth lout,h nu horrible '!teneh, thnt tilt: 
iulUlliitnul<; It!"€' "cry ullhellithy nnd l> hort-livetl. Yt't the country thereaboub, heing 
wntcrc.xl wilh mRlI }' pl CIL~1\I11 riv('n amI rpt'I·c .. hing ~pring~, bear~ ahumlttnce of palm
tree:.; nnd in IL ccrtaill "tit: Ilt'lli' ttl thi" place g rows lhllt they c311 lmim. from which 
lhcy rai-.c It ,.,'Teat ro::velille, inasmuch II' this plollt g row" ill tlO purt of the world he~ide, 
nud i:. of excellent u,t: amollg phy .. iciaus, lor tht! hcuiing I1ml curing of ",oum):. IUld 
odll' r dit.tem.,crs. 'flip illhubltulllS 011 both side!> tllit. lake are 1>0 cager to curry Ilway 
lhi" brinn,tone that they fight Ollt' with Rilothet', lIml they bring it off iu II blnmge manlier 
without ~hippillg . For they CU'it in huge bUlldlc~ of bulru.'>hcs fl\~tl'l1ed elo:.c together, 
upon whit'll thrl:;lC or more of them plllCi themseh 'cl-oj two ofwllich ply tilt: ourl>, ",hich nre 
las tCllcd to the bulrushe:., aud the third carries 11 1)(')\\ aud arrOWb tu Jdclid tlr elllscln$ 
nga.inst such ru. auelu)!t to make tip upon-them frolll the olhcr lo idc, or. lhnt offer 1~le~l 
allY "iolence. AI> soon IlS they com~to the brimstone they get upon It IIl1d hew It m 

• Thl~ does not correspond with the (fOsitioll or the ruin' no .... IiO called. 
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the scale of happiness and e.... They have here, as on the banks 
of the Nil., a very fmile and produCtive country; and though· the, 
ODe is 8 flat plain of alluvial so:J, and the ot.her is mountain ~d 
valley intlzrsp~rsed, yet each would, with pro~er cultivation, pro. 
duce abundantly all the fmits of the earth, for which the climate is 
&vou1'8ble. In Egypt, however, t~ey are most S(;Vefe1y taxed, 
which might~ount for their general poverty; but at ASS\t]t they 
are free of an -burdens, and the slow progress made by them in the 
acquisition ot: wealth and..iffiprovement must be attributed mainly 
to their ignorance, and their excessive love of idleness and gossip
ing from house ~o house, to hear the news and acquaint thf>mse)ves 
with every man's business, at the same time that they neglect their 
own. Tltis?s indeed Ulure or Jess the case amon"O' aU the Turks • • 
and Atabs that I have ever yet seen, and materially assi~l8, cof!-
jointly with the destroying influence of despotic governments, to 

keep them in the Jow state of civilization in which tlley remain. 
The Christians in Syria, who are renny oppressed uy heavy hurdens 
and odious distinctions, however ll\j..lch they may be inclined to in
dolence, do not genera]]} indulge~ it, but lead a very active and 
busy life. The Christiuns of Assalt, however, beipg free of all such 
hardships, instead of profiting by that freedom to increase their 
strength, wealth, and respectability, waste more thnn half their time 
in idleness, and instead of' advancing beyond, seem fen11y to recede 
behind, their Christian bretllren 011 the coast. 

pieces with axes, us pieces of stone out of a soft rock; and 9;), londing the bulrush I.>o&t, 
they row hock. 'Jf nny full into the water through the deficiency of the hout, yet he 
never sinks as ill other waters, though he knows IIOt how to swim, hut lies upon th~ 
water as if he were til" !.>est IIwimmer in the world. For the lake naturally bears any 
thing that has either a vegetative or an animal life, excepl such things ru. are solid, and 
seem to be without pores, as silver, gold, lead" . .or the like; and e,·en these are much 
longer and slower in sinking than when they are cast into other wnters. And this profit' 
aud advantage the barbarians reap from it;' they transport this pitch iClw Egypt, and 
there sell it for the use of embalming of the dead'; for if Ihey do not mix this with other 
aromatic spiceS, the lJodies cannot be preserved long from putte&.ction. - DioJorus 
Siculw, Book xix. c. 6. 
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The people here rise early, and alter prayer. at home sally 
tbrth 8S if in quest of Bociety:often halting at the door,of the first 
house before whicll they.nay l1appen to find otherI'! M"Iembled. 
Here they remain,.to smoke and drink coffee sometimew till eleven 
or Clwelve o'clock, when perhaps they go home to dinner. After 
this they 1Jltftlt have tobaccQ and coffee again; and then an hour's 
sleep, ·or even two, is a common indulgence. By the time they 
awake they feel disposed to take anotller stroll from home to hear 
the news; and this ramble from hou~ to hou!'e continues untn 
sunset, when they return home to supper, and I;!ven after that oftpn 
go out to joi~ some assembly, at whatever how~e they may have 
met to pass away the evening. Except the mere ·cultivators of tht:' 
soil, and men who live by the worl<- of their !)\,.n·hands, no one 
seems to labour; and with the 'imall traders and shopkeQpers, as 
well as those who are proprietors of land or animals, however in
ccnsideraolc the, amount of their rent or produce, they scarcely 
apply an hour a day to the transaction of' business: a)] the rest i!;. 
given up to going about from house to house, or indulging ill 
the most unprofitable inuolel\ce, leaving the females of the family 
at home to d" all the drudgery of the household work, while 
they either ~leep or smoke away their lazy existence. Not a 
single interval i'i tilled lip oy reading, either 011 rE'ligiou~or an." 
other ~nbjects; and of writing they do as little a~ possible, it being 
thought troublesome to pen even a common letter of busines.s 
when really necessary. Their information on all subjcctr:. of general 
knowledge is extrcnwly confined, and their cnquiric.s, when 
prompted by cUl':osity to make auy, nre so iII-directed, that it will 
be long before these alone extend their knowledge to any good or 
useful purpose. 

The Christians of this p1ace being all of tlt(" Greek church, are 
great admirers of the Rus~ans, who are the only people of an) 
gre5.t nation that arc of the same faith. They ~onstant1y speak of 
thf'ir prowess, and consider them the first people in the world. 
The sovereigns of Europt: tltlcj consider bound to unite t,?gc-tbt'r 

I 
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for the purpose of rescuing the Holy Land from the infidel grasp 
of the Turlos; and tMy understand t'he Holy Alliance to have "no 
other aim in view. Buonaparte is their favowrite hero j and n<?t 
even hy hili wntmest admirers in Europe was l\e ever so extrava-r 
gaptly eulogized as he is here. They all believe that his only 
object was to rescue the holy sepulchre from in6d~ hRnds, and 
give to the Christians of the East a complete deliverance: The 
French army, and the battles fought by them in Syria, arc therefore 
Irequent themes of cOllveNation, and are never spoken or without 
the greatest exaggeration; though it must be admitted that a mere 
handful of the French often defeated and dispersed thousands of 
Turks and Arabs combined. Facts, indeed, and those too 1I0to

rious to be t:o'nv'uvelied, wouJd furnish them sufficient food lor 
admiration; but not satisfied with this, they rdate evC'nts which 
none but those who believed in the existtmce of modern miracles 
could for a moment credit. 

Assail, ~JTednel1day, February 28-. - My Nazarene guiue, Mal
lim Georgis, not being so well acquaintcu with the road from hence 
to Karak as with the first part. of' our journey, it M<:amc advisable 
to procure a person who not only kncw the way, uut was acquainted 
with tHc Bedouins of the country through· which we had to pass. 
The man who was deemed best qualified for this journey was soon 
brought to me; and Abu }'iirah, for that was his name, pleased 
me much at our first interview. From his general appearance and 
manner I had tnken him for a Mohammedan; but I had occasion 
to learn soon afterwards that he was quite us much a Christ.ian as 
a Moslem; his faith and practice being so equally balanced, that he 
might be taken for a connecting lin~ between the two. He had 
all the manners of a Mohammed"n, though his profession was that 
of a Christian; but he was by nature ~gO constituted, that his feeJ
ings would be always on the side of whichever religion afforded 
him the greatest privileges; as, In the present instance, he regard
ed his, confinement to one wife as a 'very painful sacrifice, though 
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enjoined by his faith, and coneolcd himself, as welJ as he could, lor 
thi8 restriction, by rejoicing ~hat he was at tleast permitted to cal 
pork and drink wine whel"\ever he could oblilin them, a pleasure 
denied to those wQo could exceed him in the numbcJ of she females 
of hi. harem. 

As tite ~orning appeared to promi&e us a favourable day~ I 
was dt!termined to set out in prosecution of my journey; but, as 
usual, new difficulties were started, and new objections moved. So 
common is it, however, to be interrupted in the mOot reasonabltl
designs and ordinary occupations of life, by the husy idler:;. who 
throng rOllnd ~very one setting out on 8 journey of any distance, 
that I conceived their objections less worthy of attention thall 
perhaps they deserved. Some were ,of opinion, tJurt, if we should 

.,get to Karak in safety, it would be difficult at any time, hl-tt quite 
impossiblE' at the prescnt, to make a journey from thence to Bagh
dad, from the hos~i1e operations of the ,,y ahabi Arabs extending over 
the intervening country. A stin greater number thought we ~hould 
not even reach Karak, in coniequcncc of the Beni-Szakher Araus 
often coming in upon the borders of that town, and making the 
road dangerou\ to all passengers, but particularly to stranger~. 

Abu Farah, my new companion, was well known, however, to all 
the Bedouins, whose small encampments lay between the places Oil 

the road, and we hoped by this means to make onr journey good, 
An objection was next raised by my guide himself, as to our setting 
out to-day, he in~isting on It that Youm __ el_Arbaah, or the fourth 
day, was the most I"nau~picious ua) of the wef>k on which to ~om
mence a journey. It was a long while before he would be prevailed 
on to start until w-morrow; but the threat of p'cocuring another 
guide, if he declined, remo\"ed his scrupl~s, and our departure wa~ 
accordingly determined. 

[ ,. 



CHAP. IV. 

~ 

JOURNEY FROM ASSALT TO THE RUINS OF AMMAN. 

WEDNESJ)AY, Feb..'i8.- It was about ten o'clock in tJle morn
ing when we mounted our horses to set out on our journey. On 
leaving Assalt, we passed down by the foot of the hil1, on the sid 
of which the town stands, and watered our horses there at a large 
trough and well, at which the women of the place were wa hin 
garments. From hence we passed on through a narrow valley, 
which runs eastward of the town; and, after continuing about a , 
quarter of a mile in that direction, turns off to the south-east, and , 
grows wider and wider till its termihation. Near the town, on this 
its eastern side, the hills that enclose the valley are laid out in 

f 

vine-beds. In the rocks are grottoes, which particularly abound 
on the northern side of the valley, aHd many of these are, even 



• 
• JOURNEY FROM AS SALT, 61 

• • 
now, inhabited by shepherds, who feed their flocks on the neigh-
bouring hills, and retire to thes@ caves for shel er at nigh' , 
• On turning to the so~th, in which direction we soon pro
ceeC:led, the valley ~ecame more fertile, and appear8d to be well 
wood~d and watered throughout its extent, being- capable of a 
much high<:;r degree of cultiv~tion than it is likely to enjoy for: 
long time to come, and of sustaining five times the population 
that now inhabit the town and neighbourhood. From the 
eastern extremity of this valley we ascellded a steep hill, from· 
the summit of which we enjoyed a fine view of the castle and 
town of Assalt. to the westward. Our course from this lay 
south-east for the first hour, on a rugged and stony road. In 
our way over this we saw the Dead ea, about -five league~ 
distant to the south-west, and the town of Bethlehem ~ the 
m·ountains of Judea, bearing by compass W. S.W., distant, per
haps, in a straight line, about thirty miles. 

On reaching the end of t.his elevated and stony plain, we 
1iescended over the brow of th~ hill in which it terminated, and 
alighted at a place called Anab - no doubt the same as that enu-

• 
merated among t~e various cities and towns in Joshua (chap. v. 
v. 20.). The word itself signifies" grapes," a fruit with which the 
whole of this region abounds, and which it appears to haveepos
sessed in the earliest ages; for this is the part of the country into ' 
which the spies were sent by Moses, when encamped in the wilder
ness of Paran, to spy out the land, and from whence they brought 
back a branch with a eluster of grapes, as a proof of the fertility of 
the soil, or, in the figurative language of those days, of its" flow
ing with milk and honey." (Numbers, xiii. 23.27.) . 

Anab is still inhabited by about one hundred persons, but 
these all live in grottoes Ot' cav'es excavated in the rock, which were 
probably more ancient than any buildings now existing. Their 
preservation, however, offers · the strongest proof that the very 
earliest of their occupiers must havi been men of the ordinary size 
of the present generation, ando not giants, as de cribed by the e , 

• 
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emissaries from the camp. Their-exaggeration of the size of the 
cities, which were !Paid to be " wEllled and very great," migh.t be 
pardoned in those who were born during th.e fbrty years' wande:
ing in the wilderness, in which they had ne",er seen any towhs; 
though such a"description could not have been given of any Dr the 
• places of the Amorites, by those who,had seen Memphis" and others 
of the many reany "great" cities in Egypt. But their \;!xagger
ation with respect to the men is not so easUy accounted for, as 
they must have seen meR of as good stature among their own race 
as any that inhabited the land of Canaan. As the men who re
lated these extraordinary facts respecting the qpuntry they had 
been sent to examine were condemned to die of the plague became 
of the" evU-r-:pOl"l" which th<"y brought up of the lanu, it is fair 
to infer, that this evil report was a false one, as death would be an 
inappropriate reward for fidelity of description; and there is, ther'e
fore, reason to believe that there was 110 trutl,' whatever in their 
assertion, that the people of the country were giants, in whose pre· 
sence they themselves (the ,pies) appeared but as gr",shoppers. 
(Numbers, xiii. 33.) 

The size of the caves now inhabited here, ,nd which are un· 
doubtedly of very high antiquity, confirm the opinion that their 
origpual occupiers were of the same size as their present possessors, 
These are chiefly shepherds, whose flocks browse on the steep 
sides of the hills near them, and who, in the severe nights of win
ter, take shelter in the caves, with their attendants. Some of the 
inhabitants of the caves are, however, cultivrttors of the earth, anu 
till and plant such detached plots and patches of the soil, among the 
ieast steep parts of the ascent, as may be most favourable for the 
fruits or grain. The grottoes themsehres are all hewn out by the 
hand of man, and are not natural" caverns; but, from their grea, 
antiquity, and the manner iu wHich they were origina1ly executed, 

• they have a very rude appearance. Nevertheless, the persons who 
occupy them fo;tunately deem. them far superior to buildings of 
muonry, and consider themselves iJetter off than those who live in 
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tents or houses, so that they -envy not the dwellers in camps or 
,ltle8. They are certainly mofe durable and' less likely to need 

• rep'air than either; aQd, witl~ the exception of a chimney,' or some 
• aperture to give an QutJet to the smoke (a defect existing;n all the 

buildiongs of these parts), they are very comfortable "cetreats, beinl:;. 
drier and JIlo'te completely ~heltered from wind and rain than 
either hOuse or tent, besides being warmer in winter and cooler in 
summer than any other kind of dwelling-place that could be 
adopted. 

We found none of the milk and honey with which this land is 
said to have flow~d; and were, accordingly, regaled with less agree
able food, the dish from which we made our dinner oeing composed 
of boiled wheat, mixed up with sour milk and oil, a, mess to which 
nqthing but excessive hunger could reconcile an English apr-etite, 
and of which I made a show of eating, though it was impossible to 
do more. 

\Ve set out from Anab about noen, and descended into 
the valley below it, culled Wiidi Lizerack; passing over the bed 
of a torrent, now dry. On th~ banks of' this bed were sloping 
moles of masonr~, and vestiges of uncient work, similar to those 
seen on the banks of the Zerkah, and described in the journey from 
Jerusalem to Jerash. Doth are considered to be remains of aneient 
works existing in the ear1iest ages of the Jews; but whether the 
brook that Tan here was the Eshcol of the Scriptures, from whence 
the grapes were takt!n by the ~pies of Moses, and these buildings 
were meant to comrne\norate that event,or not, we could not learn; 
nor co~ld we, indeed, from the vagueness of the historical account, 
easily fix on any features by which to identify it. 

The hill that rises above 'this, to the eastward, is so steep, that 
we were obliged to dismount ' and lead our horses up its side. 
The dress of mounted Arabs is ' so unfavourable to freedom of 
motion in the limbs, that walking a very Bhort distance iu it is 
fatiguing. I was extremely tired, ~herefore, on reaching the sum
mit ofthi. hill, but w,", amply-repaid by the fine wooded .ce~ery, 
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with large masses of rock, and Rpota of grass and turf, through 
which we paased. 

In about an honr after leaving .nab w~ arrived. at Fahaez, a 
ruined town,' said to have been formerly p~pled by Christi:ns. 
In this place we observed the remains of at least a hundred 9well
Ings, all built of stone. In their, construction tI~ J;loman arch 
was very prevalent, which induced a conjecture that it mi~ht have 
been a settlement of Roman colonists, or of original Greek Chris
tians of thE> Lower Emp(i'e~ who lived separate and apart from th(' 
native Syrians, or the Arabs of the country. It must, however, 
have been merely a private and obscure station, ~ there were no 
traces of any public buildings remaining; and npither columns. 
sculpture, ndr flny other mark of arC'hitectural care, were to ue seen 
among the ruins. 

From Fahaez we proceMed in a more easterly direction than 
before, and again ascended a rising ground, which was covered 
with a fine reu soil, aud exhibited every where tral'es of lormer 
cultivation and great fertility. On the summit of this hill the wood 
scenery wa..;; beautiful j and the fresh and filII loUage of evergreen 
trees, contrasted with the snowy beds out of w~,ich their trullks 
sprung, was at once new and striking. In the open grounds below 
we had seen several herds of gazclles. and here, from among the 
woody thickeb by which we were surrounded, rushed forth two 
large boars, nearly black, and seemiugly ferocious. Their appeal'
ance was as wild as I ever remember to have seen any before, so 
that we were pleased at their da&hing across our path without at
tempting a stand; particularly as our horses, untrained to thE> sport 
of hunting the mountain boar, were evidently much terri6ed at the 
sudden and unexpected sight of these animals. 

In our way from this place onward we passed four ruinE'<! 
villages, the names of which were ment.ioned to me at the time, but 
soon forgotten; and about two o'cl~ck we reaclll~d a place called 
Deer-eI .. Nasslira; or the Convent of the Christiana. This is a ruined 
towQ. of' greater extent than FaIt.ez, and apparently of greater 
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antiquity. I should infer thiS' from the larger size of the stones of 
wh1ch the buildings were con'Str~cted, and ttae ge~el'al 1lppearance 
apd deeper hue of age spl'eed over every part; but even still more 
from the circumstNlce of its earlier and more complete destruction. 
No 'One edifice among the whole remains perfect; 1md in some tpe 
dilapidation 18 so complete, t,hat soil has collected over and between 
the fanen heaps of stones, in which large trees have taken root, 

• Rnd nesrly the whole of the site is now covered with wood. There 
were no fragments of columns among'" the faBen heaps, but the 
stones were smoo,thly hewn, the masonry of the best kind, and the 
work bearing sJl the usual appearance of being Roman in its con-
8truction. 

From I>eer-el-Nassiira we soon entered a thick"forest of Jarge 
trees, the greatest lilium!Jcr of which were evergreens: one c4" these, 
the most numerous of the who~e, was as tall a.., an English elm, of 
~qual girth to full grown trees of that kind, with crooked branches 
and small leaves j it was called, by Abu Farah, my guide, Sedjer
cl.Finjan, or the .Finjan tree. ·Among those which had cast their 
leaves, there was one whose ,branches were covered with thick 
brown moss; tJlis he called Se(Uer~el-Fush, or the Fush tree. 
Another kind, of a ~maller sized trunk Rnd branches, with a beau
tifully large and light-green glossy leaf: and the bark ofa red eoIour, 
he caned Gaegob. All of these were in great abundance, besides 
which, were a variety of smaller trees and shrubs, presenting ever)" 
shade of eGlour aHrl hue, frolll the palest yellow to the deepe.t 
green. 

We proceeded through this forest in an easterly direction for 
about a mile; this being its breadth in the part in ~hich we crossed 
it, though its length from porth to south was evidently mueh 
greater. On clearing it, we came out on a nne plain covered with 
rich green turf, and pasA!d ,by. ruined town on our right. The 
nanle of this place was Daboak; but 8S we did n.at halt to examine 
it, - I had no opportunity of judging whether it was ancient or 

K 
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modern: all that I .could learn w .... " that it had long SInce been 
abandoned 'and in ruit.,. 

The oountry that lay before us In (.Jur route. though now b&
come bare of wood. presented a great extent ..r fertile soil lying. 
eqtirely w88tet though it was equal to any of the very best porVons 
of Galilee and Samaria, and capable ~f producing sustenance for a 
large population. 

In our way we passed another ruined town, called Oom-el
Semak, where there were \oundations of R circular wall of enclo
sure still visible j and around us in every direction were remains of 
more than fifty towns and viUages, which were once,. maintained by 
the productive soil over which tltey were so thickly studded. As 
their names WE"TP mentioned to me hy Abu Farah, my companion, 
I recognized many of those contained in the Jist drawn up by me 
at Assalt; but when I suggested to my guide a halt for a jew 
minutes to take their respective names and bearings, hi!t surprise 
was extreme j and I could plainly sec, by his impatient manner, 
that, if I pressed this point, I shO'..lld lose his good-humour, and 
good-will too. for the rest of the OilY, so that I relinquished the 
attempt, strongly as I desired to bring away with me some clue to 
the positions of places, the names and existence of which are un
known in Europe. 

It was about four o'clock in the afternoon when we came in 
sight of Khallet-Ammiin. which then appeared about four or five 
miles to the eastward of us, standihg on a round hill below the 
level of the plain, across which our route Jay. This plain was 
covered with fine green turf, daisies, and a large scarlet flower, in 
great abundance; and the soil was extremely rich, with a slight 
intermixture of small silicious stones. On our left, soon after, ap
peared the mountains of the Druses; near Lebanon. with the hills 
that border the Hauran on the north. So elevated. however, was 
the level on which we now. stood, that the plains of the ' Hauran 
aeemed sunk in an abys •• while ,he mountains I have mentioned, 
includ.ing Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, whose summits were sheeted 
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over with unbroken snow, 8Jli>eared rather ·below thao .. "b ....... ,our 
present elevation, though tMy must have been somewhat higher. 
at least, as no snow.rested.on the high plain from which this view 
iWas taken. This QP!ounted for the continuance of winter in these 
higQ regions, aod the severity of the cold which ttecompanied the 

• 
winds from tite northern anq eastern quarters. In tbe open air the 
therm"meter was at 26°; but the dress of a Bedouin, in which I 
was clad, is fit) ill calculated to protect the wearer from cold, that I 
suffered from the weather more than I .had anticipated. 

Continuing eastward over the plain, and gradually descending, 
we passed, on !lur right, a circular building of a large size, calJed 
Khallet-MeHoof~ leaving it at a distance of a mue at least. Al
though we were still two miles from Ammiin, pietcs of broken 
rottery began to nppear, strewed over the ground, anu the ~uaBtity 
mcreaseu as we went on, indicating an approach to the ruins of a 
great city, of whi~h tbese fragments of domestic vessels and utensils 
are almost always the first vestiges seen; because, fi-om their very 
use and lIaturc, they were liable Lo be so much more widely scattered 
about, than larger masses of ~ore ponderous materials. As we 
drew nearer to ~he immediatp precincts .of-the city, the soil still re
tained the same appearance of a light red earth; but it was .deeper 
and more abundant the- nearer we approached the town, ane. bore 
more evidently the appearance of former cultivation, the smooth 
turf having now given place to a rougher surface, with the marks 
of having been loosened and fimowed by the plough. 

Approaching Amman from the westward, we entered on a 
broad road, bounded on each siue by stone enclosures, and soon 
after came,to the remains of a Jarge building of ex'cellent masonry, 
with sculptured blocks scattered near it on the ground. It was, 
probably, an outer gate of tile city, 01' a triumphal entrance; for, 
like the outer gate or arch at· Gerash, it had no appearance of 
baviJ>g . ever been connected' with walls on eitber side, but stood 
isolated and alone. On tbe left oj;this, on a rocky patch of ground, 
I observed the cover of a •• rcophagus, differing from tljpse 0(' 

" it 
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Ger .. h and Oom-Kai., being CORVelI! at the top, instead of angular, 
or pent.-ro.fed, and tJ.ie ornaments ae the oorners being repeated at 
the sides also. On passing down f over the broav of this hill we saw 
several grottoeH, which were, no doubt, ancient..tombs, and this the 
place of interment without the city, there being near the grot.toetl 
o~e sarcophagus, of the usual size an~ form, co~plete. 

We had now before us the large enclosed ruin called KhaJlel-
Amman, or the Castle of Amman, which appeared, indeed, more 
like a fortress than a citYt. and occupied entirely the summit of a 
small steep hill. The exterior walls of tbi. fortress had their 
foundation laid considerably below the level of. the dwellings 
within the enc1osure, and on the side within view j the western 
face, where th~ wall ascen;:led like a sloping mole, formed a kind 
of caserwork to the hill itself. The masonry of this was of the best 
kind, the stones being squarely hewn and nicely adjusted at the 
edges, with the centre le ft to fo rm a rough projecting surface, like 
those in the castle of Assalt, and the tower of the Pisans at Jeru
salem, after the manner of the rustjc masonry of the Romans. 

We went up over the steep ascent to this ruined mass of 
buildings, passing large heaps of fallen stones jn the way, and 
at length reaelled the eastern gateway, by which we entered. Near 
to thir, on our left, stood a building, the lI:asonry of which was not 
only much inferior to what we had observed on the outside, but it 
was evidently constructed of materia1s gathered from the ruins of 
other and older buildings on the spot. On entering it at the south 
end, we came to an open square court with arched recesses on each 
sidCt the sides nesrly facing the cardinal points. The recesses in 
the northern and southern wall. were originally open passages, 
and had arched doorways facing each other; but the lirst of these 
we fouod wholly closed, and the last was partially filled up, leaving 
only 8 Darrow passage just suflicieut for the entrance of one man, 
and of the goats which their Arab keepers drive in here occaaioq
ally for shelter during the night.. 
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The central &quare open court appeared to be not more ~.n 
twenty feet across, but on eaclf side of it was. a range .f covered 
bu}ldir>g. equally divided inlo three portions, the central one being 
" covered recess, and on ea('.h side of it a vaulted roem. Th~re is 
no appearance of the central square court having ever been roofed, 
a. all around "the top of the ~all. on each .ide is a bed of grassy 
tun, fofming a walk on a level with the upper part of the building. 
The arches of the covered recesses, as well as of the vaulted rooms 
and passages of entrance, are all of the 'Pointed form; yet at the 
same time there are lines of small niches in the walls all around 
the inside of the building, which are entirely formed of the Roman 
arch. .upported at each spring by a small Doric· column. The 
omamentJi of these 8maH recesses, which are all very-Shallow, were 
cV various kinds. In some of the largest of them I noticed bunches 
of grapes and vine-leaves wen sculptured, anu in others that inde
finite kind of patt~rn called Arabesque. There were no traces of 
an inscription in any language, as far at least as my hasty search 
could di.cover. by which the age of this building might have been 
determined. The form of a Greek cross, which the divisions of 
the interior rna) be said to retain, induced me at first to think it 
might have been a Greek church; but on the other hand, its being 
originally open at the top. and at the north and south end ...... hile 
closed at the east and west, with the style of its ornaments within, 
and the entire absence of all Christian emblems, either of painting 
or scu1pture, renclered it very doubtful to what purpose it was 
originally applied, The masonry of the interior i. of a much better 
kind than that of the exterior; but the whole is evidently of a 
more modem date than the fortress itself, as it is built from the 
fragments of some older bU,ildings. which probably occupied its 
present site, or were at least within the walls of the fortification. 

On the'east of this building; and at the distance of a few paces 
• only, was a large circular reservoir for water, well built, and origi-

nally surrounded by a moulding .. r cornice at tte top. The de
scent into it was by a flight 'of stnne steps: its depth was phont 
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twenty feet, and ito circumferenee nfty-two paceo. Thi. reservoir 
stands between the 'square building first described and the -""I 

• 
wall of the IOrtres., which at this plac .. pres .... clo.e upon it. , 

To the north of this, and still within tJ.e enclosed apace Oil 

,he summit orthe hill, is a wall, running across the fort in aa east 
and west direction. In the southerQ face of this wdll are concave 
niches of the Roman arched fonn, and on the north froflt of the 
same wall are continued recesses, of the same kind as those d~ 
scribed in the open court'first mentioned. In the concave part of 
these, however, are cut short spears, the triangular heads of which 
are shaped like the Greek .<l., and these are so deeply hollowed 
out that they appear to have served for lamps, resembling exactly 
the niches fOT Jamps seen in the sepulchres of the kings at Jeru
salem,. and in the tombs at Oom-Kais. 

Not far from this, to the south, is part of a building, the un
destroyed portion of which contains Saracen or pointed arches, 
though the fragments of the destroyed portion, which arc scattered 
round in every direction, are all of Roman work, as may be gathered 
from the style of the sculpture allQ ornaments seen on the blocks 
that lie on the ground. 

At the eastern end of the wall already described as having 
Corinthian doorways in its southern face, and smaller recesses on its 
northern side, there are considerable remains of some large edifice, 
of which this wall, probably, once fonned a part; and among the!!.e 
remains are seen Corinthian pediments, cornices, capitals, pilasters, 
and fan-topped niches like those in the temples and theatres at 
Gemsh. 

From this spot we returned to the reservoir for water, before 
described; and passing again throulfh the square open court, we 
descended over the southern brow of the hill on which the furtre .. 
stood. Here, among other ill-defined remains, we found the rgin. , 
of 8 magnificent ~ifice, too mueh destroyed ro. any plan .. I" it to 
be taken, but showing. by its b1!Oken I"rogments, evident marks of 
its fo~ grandeur. The pedestals' Of the pillars that formed & 
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coIonn.de Mong its """tern fronti w.ere still .tanding in their-original 
pitions, and many fine Corirllhian capital. were scat.te!"ed near 
them. The .hafts were of a greater diameter than the length of 
~ 'musket, or at IllIl8t five reet: they were composed of .~veral 
pieoe&traised. one above the other, having a square hole in the , 
centre of eadi piece for th~ reception of a central iron rod, 
by whiclt the whole were kep~ together. Some of these blocks 
seem to have been marked with Greek characters, but whether for 
the guidance of the workmen in unitin~ them, or for any other 
reason, it was not easy to determine, though the former is the most 
probable, from t~e marks becoming hidden as soon as the column 
was complete. On I'ne of these blocks, which was hali buried .:l.UU I 
in the earth, the letters in the margin could be distillctly ce 
seen. The characters were deeply cut, and not at all worn OC 

• 
by exposure to the atmosphere or any other cause. There might, 
perhaps, have been. other characters on the side of the stone that 
was buried in the earth; but as it was already sunset I could not . ". stay to examine it. 

As my guide stopped for a Ijlinute or two, farther on, to light 
his pipe, I copied.,from a fine Corinthian architrave of a doorway, 
apparently belonging to the ruined temple last described, but now 
partly buried 10 the earth, the following fragment of .... in
scriptiort :-

leeWNe XAI .•.•.. CAin 
l ... N ...•.......... 

the second line having only these two letters distinct. 
We continued to descend over the brow of the hill for a short 

distance beyond this, and passed out of the southein gate of the 
fortre .. , when the valley beneath it suddenly opened on our view, 
.,.d displayed at once a profusion of magnificent ruins. The most 
striking of all these objects we're a splendid theatre, fronting 
our vrew, with a Corinthian" colonnade, a temple, and other build
i"8'" on each side a clear stream wlUch Bowed froin the eastward, 
and ran westerly through the ... "otre of the valley occupied, by 
these interesting remains. 
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As we had befure distnounted to descend on foot the .teep 
southern'brow ofth), hill, I now, su\rered my horse to find hi. owl! 
way down, as I remained stationary, tOo'enjoy, in stilJness and silence, 
the prospe<:t;which had bur.t 80 suddenly anei so agreeably on 'my 
,view. The night was now set in, and the young moon saarcely 
afforded sufficient light to guideu8 o,n our way. I pl"oposed, there
fore, to my guide, that we should lie down amidst these t'Uins and 
take our rest there for the night, in order that I might enjoy a 
more distinct and perfeCt view of the whole at sunrise on the fol
lowing morning. Abu Farah could not comprehend, however, 
the nature of ~he pleasure I proposed to myself by such a step, and 
accordingly made no hesitation in expressing his fears that the 
search for trenSUTP (whiC'h he supposed to be my only object in 
examining these ruins) had already made me mad j and that he 
ought not to indulge it any longer. Absurd as thi:ol objection was, 
I was obliged to yield to it, or risk the loss of those cordial services 
which a future occasion might, perhaps, render still more important 
to possess than at present. . 

We accordingly crossed the stream of the valley and ascended 
the opposite hill, where we found, encamped i~ n hollow' behind 
the top of the theatre, a tribe of Bedouins; and with these we made 
ourlla]t for the night. Our horses were taken care of by one of 
the Arabs, our Bfms received for the same purpose by 'another, 
and the khordj or bag, in which wllatever may be wanted on the 
journey is contained, was received by a third. We were then 
received into the tent of the principal Arab of the camp, a young 
kia was prepared for our supper, our horses, fed, and coffee 
burnt. and pounded for immediate use. We supped; 'ndeed, 8ump
tuously, 8S far as excellent appetitrs, plain wholesome foad, and a 
hospitable welcome could constitute a sumptuous meal; and the 
evening W8S passed Rb'l'eeably to'all ,Parties, in smoking and recount
ing the news of the day; ""hen about midnight we lay down with 
lhe young goats and sheep "round the ember. of the evening 
fire 
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.fmnld .. , ThuNdag, Mar"" I.-During the night; I was 
almolt entirely prevented fro\n Ilooping by' the bleatfug of the 

• 80cko, the neighing.of m8lles, the barking of dogs, and the Iiourly 
.. ~terruption of some one rising to feed the firp, ~mother tu smoke 
a PiJte, and a third to answer some question proposed, which ofte.n 
led to their dsing and talkini of matter. as loudly as if no one was 
near them. I therefore watched the rising of the morning star 
with impatience, and when the day began to dawn I stole from the 
tent unperceived, and hastened clown to the ruins in the valley. 
under the hope of being able to catch a momentary view of the 
remains there, .and return again before my absence should have 
excited any enquiry. 

Before I descended into the valley, however, I·sketched out, 
~rom the brow of the hiB, a rough ground-plan of the whole of the 
ruins in sight from hence, filling up the space within the fort on 
the opposite hi1l from the recollections of the preceding evening. 
It can be regarded only as a bird's eye topographical map of the 
relative situation of the princ4>al objects, and has no claim to 
accuracy in the details, which js not indeed to be attained in the 
mere view of a .,moment. It served, however, to assist the order 
and arrangement necessary in giving an account of the buildings 
themselves, and to corrt!ct errors that might otherwise escape in 
regard to their bearings and distances from each other. 

On a reference to this plan it appeared that the princip.i 
edifices among·these ruins stood in the valley now called Woadi 
Amman. This valley is extremely narrow, apparently not more 
than 200 yards ftcross, being bounded on the north by the hill on 
which the fOrt· stands, and on the south by the hin on whi$h the 
theatre is built. The valier runs nearly east and west, and is 
,traversed by a fine clear brook of excellent water, in which are, to 
tbi. day, abundance of fish, some of them of a silvery appearance, , . . 
and ' upwards of a foot in length. On each sid~ of this winding 
otream are remains of noble edifices, of which I could only obtain 
a hasty view; but I set duwn t"'c remarks that occurred to me at the 

L 



74 JOURN'Y FROM AS8ALX 

time, on following the separate edi6ees in regular order, begionilJl! 
from the eostward and going west. 

The first of these is a squa;'" bu~ding, the northern front of 
which, towards the stream, was ornamented ,with a CorinthiltA 
colonnade; while the southern part was 8 plain solid waH of 11I8tic 
~asonry. The eastern side I could not examine, but the western , 
side had, I think, three dooTs and four concave niches, one between 
and one behind each doorway. The interior of this building pre
sented the appearance of an amphitheatre, but whether it was origi
nally open at the top, or covered in with a roof, it was difficult to 
determine, as the upper part of the building was en~re)y destroyed, 
excepting only '8 high piece of solid wall at the south-west angle. 
In the centre luf this square building was a circular space of about 
fifty feet in diameter, now fun of ruined blocks. At the souther~ 
end of this was an arched opening, as if for a passage or outlet for 
beasts. It could not have been intended as a passage for men; for, 
though of a convenient breadth, it was too Jow to admit of the 
passage of the human fOl'm erect. ,Around this circular space, com
mencing from the top of the archl and leaving below it a portion 
of solid masonry about six feet high, ran circul81 rows of stone 
benches, with cunii or flights of smaller steps intersecling them, 
exact~y as in the theatres. There are two distinct divisions of 
these benches still remaining on the south side, over the arched 
passage 5oupposed to form an outlet for the beasts, each intersected 
by runii, the upper one having only five steps Icft. On the east 
and west sides the circ1e can be traced completely; but on the 
north it is Jess distinct, from that part being more covered with the 
fragments of f"lIen masonry than any other. The blocks there 
heaped together, appear, however, to be those of the destroyed , 
benches themselves; and it can' be clearly seen, that the lower 
blocks rested on the arches of a cOvered piazza running rouDd the , 
whole of the building. I ~\lld not well understand how !be en-
!zanca of the 8pectatora was eiiocted, UnleS8 it W.. by BighM of 
&tepa. leading up from the exterioi- of one of the fronts of lAe 
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"'l1lUl! building. and now perhaps destroyed. From tbe bottom 
,ot'the circle within. or the ar~n. in whieb the beasts /!lust have 
/Ought, tip to the lo",est rllQge 01' benches. which was a beight of 
aDbllt six feet. I C<ijlld see no steps by which an aBcent could be 
mad9 from tbence. It is. therefore. probable. that the spectators 
aacended on tbe outside of t~e building. and entered the amph:: 
theatreofrom above. descending by the sm.lIer flights of steps to 
such parts of the benches 8S might be accessible or agreeable. The 
arched piazza, or covered way, that ran 8JOund the arena, was pro
bably appropriated to the beasts selected for the games or fights. 
Thi. arrnngem.."t of the several parts of the building would account 
satisfactorily for the doors of entrance at the west {ront, the closed 
wall of the northern one where the colonnade stood, aDd fOl'the 
high solid wall at the back on the south. where the dens for the 
• 

wild beasts probably were, as the low-arched outlet into the arena 
leads from thence, Rnd the height from jt to the commence
ment of the seats for the spectators, about six feet, would be a 

• sufficient security to the audience fi·om the fury of the wild ani
mals engaged below. The ord~r of the architecture observed in 
this building is Qorinthian; the execution of the work is of' the 
best kind; and its whole appearance excited in me a very lively 
regret that I could not eommand time to make an accura~ plan 
of it upon the spot: but, anxious as 1 was to effect this, other and 
higher considerations rendered it impossible. 

Next to this in order, to the westward t and on the same side 
of the stream, but II few paces only to the south-west of it, is a 
grand theatre, superior in size and beauty to either of those at 
Gerash. It is built in the natural hollow presented by the side of 
the hill, .gainst which it. may be said to rest. It faces towards the 
.north t and thus has the cool ;tream that wimls through the valley 
running before it, being shelter.a, also. by the same bappy position. 
from tbe heat of the soutbe"; sun. Tbe front of this fine theatre 
-. originally open; the p.vement of the suoge still remained 
~; and before it. inst..rd of a .... U. ran a fine Corin~ian 

L 2 
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colonnade, supporting a double-beaded architrave and cornice. 
Eight of the westernmost pillars of·,this colonnade, including the. 
double pillar which terminated the ro)l', wer~ still standing, and 
from this ran off a range of smaller columns, leading northward fto 

the stream. The pillar. of this colonnade in frollt of the t~atre 
• were about five feet in diameter, and stood five pacc:s apart from 
centre to centre; the whole length' of the front measuring. one 
hundred and eighteen paces. 

The theatre itse1f loos three distinct divisions or cJasses of 
seats, as if intended for persons of different orders, each separated 
from the other by a wide space for the passage of the spectators 
from one part o'f the theatre to another. The first division of these 
benches, or those nearest the stage, ('ontains thirteen rows of seats, 
intersected by five flights of smaller steps for ascending and de
scending, going up like rays from the centre of a circle. In the 
interval of separation between the first and second division of 
benches are doors aud deep recesses, at regular distances from each 
other. The second division contajns fifteen ranges of seats, inter
sected by seven flights of steps simpar to those below; and in the 
interval of separation between this division of benphes and the one 
above it are seven uoors at equal distances. In the last, or upper 
divisi-on of all, are seventeen ranges oC seats, inteT9ccted by five 
Rights of cunii; and in the broad pathway that runs round the 
whole at the top is a deep square recess, entered into by a fine 
Corinthian doorway with an architrave and pediment, having con
cav~ niches on each side, as jf for the recepti6n of statues. 

The Arabs call this building Serait-el-Sultan, or the King'. 
Palace, and think the only use of the range of seats around was to 
serve as flights of' steps for the ascent of persons of much greater 
stature than the present race to the ' recess above, for the sake of 
enjoying the cool shade of the summer, and the pleasure of the 
view, which, it must be confessed, is from hence at once beautiful 
and interesting. . As the benches or seats are about two feet in 
br~th and depth, and the interval. between each great division 
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are at least six feet, the perpendicular height from the.stage to 
the central recess at the top must be upwards of 120 fe"', and the 
distance from the st!,ge to. the \lpper range of seats nearly 200. 
;r~e circuit of this ~pper range was 200 paces, and the diameter of 
the lemicircle below, or the distance from the stage to the first 
row of seats,.was 52 paces, as measured on the spot. There a~ 
two ar~ed stage doors, facio·g each other, at the ends of the sem i
circle, communicating with a vaulted passage from below the seats. 
Some of the benches are broken, and :he colonnade in front is 
partly destroyed: yet on the whole it may be considered as an 
unusually perrect monument of Roman luxury,-for a very s1ight 

• 
repair would make it available for its original purpose. 

While literaHy running OVE'r this theatre, scrawling the few 
notes I could make of it, in secTf~t, beneath my outer garment, and 
rooking behind me at every step, in the apprehension of being per
ceived and interrupted, anxiety for my own safety did not prevent 
my being forciLJly 'struck with the passion of the Romans for public 
amusements und for architcctur,J grandeur. At this place, Am
man, as well as at Gcraza and Gamala, three colonial settlements, 

• 
within the compass of a day's journey from each other, (Ilot to 

• mention Scythopolis, Tiberias, Sebasta, the two Cesareas, and 
other cities, all within a .ilJOrt distance,) and each much inter~or in 
importance to Baalbec and Palmyra, there were five magnificent 
theatres and one amphitheatre, besides temples, baths, aqueducts, 
namnachia, triumphal arches, &c. j while, throughout all India, an 
empire ill itself, and Iilr richer than any colony of Rorne.in the days 
of her greatest splendour, we have not a public monument, even 
in the capitals of the several presidencies, equal to tlie least of these: 
the theatres at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, being inferior 'even 

I to many of the provincial hou'sea in England. 
Following the course of the "alley westerly, the next object seen 

beyond the theatre is on the ';pposite side of the stream, consisting 
of tbe remains of a colonnade, ano! the front of some large edifice, 
with steps descending from i~ to the water. On the side of the 
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hill on wh'ich the lort is built, and just above this edifice, a number 
of arche~ are seen, probably belooging to private dwellings of 
different dates, for some were of 'the Rpman ~nd others apparently' 
of the Saracen form; unless this last was occ"'lioned by the famol! 
together of the sides of the arches, a point I could not deterwine, 
hom not being near enough to decide. To the westward of these, 
but still on the north of the stream,' and at the foot of the hill, is 
the portion of a very large edifice which looked like a temple. 
I could not cross the strel\ffi to examine it, but saw several columns 
standing, many others faUen, and a part of the northern waH, with 
8 doorway, pediments, cornice, and other ornamen~s, still perfect. 

Continuing westedy, the valley widens to the north; and on the 
north, the hill on tile side of which the theatrE' is built, presses 
close on the stream, which runs, in this place. bent!ath a lofty cliff 
of yellowish stone. A uroau arch is here th !"Own over the Lrook, 
the concave or unuer part of which is smooth, Lut the upper part 
of it rough and broken j as if some uuiltling had originally been 
uuiJt 011 the arch, the brook itsel( being not more than 15 or 20 ' 
.teet wide. 

After crossing over this arch, 1 came to a large edifice, present
ing a semicircular li'ont towards the stream, built ~f rustic masonry, 
with )arge solid stoncs of nil' oblong lorru, closely joined without 
cement. In tile exterior of the southern front, there arc appear: 
ances which would seem to indicate that water-works of some 
description had been used here, probably for some purpose con
nected witJl the fortification of the hiB. ·On the interior are 
columns that once stood around the concave part' of the semicircle, 
some still standing and others fallen, with broken fragments of the 
building, extending for many yards in a northerly direction. The 
pediments of the recesses, the cornice,:;, and other ornaments around 
this interior face of the southern wall, do not appear to have been 
finished; as many parts exhibit only'the preparatory stages of the 
work, in which the Jarger part~ required to be removed are first 
roughly hollowed out, and the remainder left for the finishing 

" 
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chisel of the sculptor. The capitals of the columns were, 'however, 
Jinished, and some even seem«:!d in a state of great deca~; one of 
the shafts still staDdi'g had ",Iso been cleft down the middle, app .... 
!edtJy by lightning •• The general form of this p-difice wa~ oblong, 
presenting a semicircular end towards the stream on the south, an~ 
the order of the architecture lVas Corinthian. 

To~he south-west of this is a larger and more perfect building, 
with Roman arches, and a squal'e tower arising from it. I tIared 
not go over to examine this, however, astf had already been absent 
more than an hour, and in the vicinity of the building itself I saw 
Arabs with their flocks, so that I could not have passed among 
them without observation. I therefore ascended· the hi}) from 
hence to the S.E., and on reaching its top observed ot11er buildings 
a~d columns on the side of the opposite hill to the N. \V., with 
arches over the stre:;lffi to the westward, at tllC distance of about 
half a mile. The s~ream is said to run from this westerly, inclining 
sometimes northerly in its COllrs(>, winding frct1l1ently until it joins 
the Zerkah, when it 1alls with it into the Jordan, antI is ultimateJy 
lost in the Dead Sea. 

On returning to the tent from which I had stolen away to make 
this unperceived visit to the ruins of Amman, I was surprised to 
find Abu Farah and my hor~e departed: I enquired whither: nnti 
it wus answered, in search of me. The fact was, that the nature of 
my occupation had r~ndered me insensible to the progress of time, 
and the sun was now three hours high, while no one knew where 
I had wandered. The sheikh, Abu Suliman, coming into the tent, 
accosted me with a very angry 1ook, and accuseu me of being a 
Muggrebin magician, come here to raise the tr"easures which 
belonged to him as lord of the place. He insisted on my pro
cJucing my instruments and wrhings. I dec1ared that I had none. 
Re I.id hold of me by the arm, aDd said he would search me. 1 
resisted; though there was n~ one near on whom. I could rely for 
asoiataDce, and even my musket and dirk had been taken .way by 
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Abu Farah, along with my horse, in the hope that he might discover 
mc, and r6nder it unnecessary to return again to the camp. I was 

.' determined, however, though quite alone, tQo resist any violence 
offered to my person, and in the struggle I f"rtunately prevai1M. 
t was then questioned as to where I had been? I replied, ~o I"Nash 
myself in the stream. It was asked, why? I answ~red, because 
I had been defiled by unholy dreams. Where was my cUuntry? 
St.mboul. Was I Muslim? "UI humd al mah -La nlah ul 
U11ah" was my reply; Lut the rest of the sentence was cut oft' 
by quick demands of where I was going? what was the object of 
my journey? &c. &c. At length, finding all his questions readily 
answered, the ' sheikh tried softer means, and endeavoured to 
persuade m~; thnt as lord of the palace of Holomon the son of 
David the prophet, he had a right to at least half the treasures found 
within the ruins; and then by entreaty strove to extort from me 
the confession of my having really raised such treasures, by the 
aid of incantations and charms. 

While this controversy was carrying on betwixt us, two women 
entered the tent. These were the sheikh's wives, both of whom 
had gone in search of me, without gaining any t{ace of my steps; 
which the sheikh insisted could not have happened, had I not 
been, a magician, anu possessed the power of concealing myself 
from the sight of' others. 

In the midst of this unpleasant discussion, which I could only 
maintain by opposing denials to accusations, myoId guide, Abu 
Farah, returned to the tent, exclaiming, as'he entered it, " Va, 
Hadjee Abdallah," and upbraiding me with .11 the real anger of 
one grossly offended at my indiscretion. I said not a word, but 
remained silent tm his rage had spent itself in imprecations, angry 
questions, and self-suggested rep1ie8~ when I found it necessary tq 

set up the same excuse as I had given the sheikh, for washing in 
the stream. This, however, did noi'satisfy him; for he contiDued 
to believe that (really went toothe ruins for the purpose of raising 
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treasures, and accused me of ·ingratitude, as well 88 inj~stice, in 
withholding from him his due portion, as the guide oj my way 

-and the companion of my fate. -This conviction ':as too deeply 
• • toeted to be easily removed. I therefore submitted to it 8R an 

• 
evil Fhich I had not the power to remedy, and consented to an 
immediate departure on our journey. 

M 



( , 

CHAP. V. 

FOOM AMMAN TO AN ENCAMPMENT OF ARABS NEAR DELILAT. 

IN leaving Amman, we ascenrlerl the hill to the S. E. of it, 
and passed several excavated tombs in the way. The entrance to 
,one of these had a richly ornamented doorway~ but I dared not halt 
for a moment to enter it. Sarcophagi were also scattered about 
in different spots, so that there must have been a necropolis or 
burial place, both on the north and on the south of the city, one 
on each of the respective hills that bounded it in these quarters. 

Our course from hence was nearly S. S.E., and we went for Ron 
hour and a half over a wide public road, limited on each side by 
large stones still remaining, and ~imilar to the great road by which 
Amman was approached from the west. The plain over which 
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this road extended, was cover.ed with a fine green tur~' and the 
-soil was deep, light, and fertile. NV e turned off for a few minutes 
to the left of our path, to st1e the ruined village of Khahaf, on a 
Imall hill, and retlfrning to our original track, continued by the 
publ~ road before mentioned, all the way to Gherbt-el-Sookh, 
1east ten miles from Amman .• 

At'this place was a low and square building, measuring about 
twenty feet on each face, and the walls not more than ten feet high. 
The work was evidently Roman, and tt.e masonry smooth and 
good. A plain cornice ran around the top, but there were no 
appearances of the building having ever been roQ.fed; and there 
was only one entrance, by an arched doorway on the.western face. 
The passage within this entrance appeared to descend; and with
~t alighting from my' horse, I could perceive that the space on 
the inside was covered with large blocks of stone. On the outside 
of the building, and near the western doorway, were two sarco
J>hagi, which must have been taken from the enclosed space within. 
No doubt remained, therefore, th~t this was a mausoleum; perhaps 
of some distinguished family, or appropriated to the governors of 
the adjacent tOW19. 

This town stood on our right hand as we proceeded to t.he 
S. E., and was not more than a furlong from our path. It was not 
without much regret, therefore, that I passed it unexamined; 
but, besides the anger of my guide, who was 110t yet sufficiently 
appeased to hear of a~y deviation from the beaten track, there were ' 
Arabs sheltering their flo.cks amidst the ruins, which would have 
made a visit of mere curiosity dangerous, and perha.ps fatal to our 
future progress., At this distance I could perceive, however, 
that the ruins were very eXlensive, that many Roman arches 
were still remaining perfect, and .that several large columns were 
standing erect; so~ that some cQIlsidel'able edifice must have existed 
there, and the town itself must consequently ha.ve been an im
portant station. It was connected with Amman by a broad public 
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road, le.<ling all the way across 8 fi~e plain of fertile land; and had 
many smaller settlements arounQ it. 

In about an hour from henCe, stIll goirtg to the S. S. E., we 
came to Yedoody, where we saw tombs cxcava:ted in the rock, antI 
many sarcophagi ncar them. It would seem that a portion ifi the 
rock in which these sepulchres were hewn, must have been broken 
away; 01' else, which is not so probable, the tombs must have been 
originally open. At prescnt they stand in the side of' a Jaw quarry, 
facing to the eastward, and present a scl'ics of arched recesses, 
about three feet high, six feet broad, and one foot and a half tleep. 
Underneath caFh arch is a sarcophagus, cut out of "the rock, which 
is exactly as long as the arch is broad (six lcet), as broad us the 
recess is dc~p (une foot <Luli a half), nnJ as deep as the recess is 
high (three feet.) The grave is thus within the surface of tile 
perpenuicular waH, with the arched recess oV("r it; and was perlmps 
originally covered so as to appeRl' like a bench. or scat in the wall 
itseH: TJIe Jarge detndleu sarcophagi of ~tonc, are at the dis~ 
tance of about ]OU yards east of tilCse sepulchres, on the edge of a 
small lake of water: but these c')uld not have belonged to tIle 
same burying-place, unless, as before suggested, it was originally ft 

cave with thc.sc rcccssc.s within it, alld the outer part of the cave 
had been so bruken away a!i to h'ave tliem now open. I saw no 
vestiges of a separation near. but the portion hroken off might have 
been used lor building, as this place presents all the nppeartmce of 
a stone quarry, from whieh materials fi,r that ,!urpose had been more 
largely drawn. Such an explanation, if ~ol'l'e(:t, would give a very 
high antiquity to these sepulchres of the dead; as no toWIl has 
been built from the stones here since the time of the Romans, and 
that people would hardly aprropria~e the tombs of their own dead 
to such a purpose. The style ~f the recess, with its excavated 
grave beneath, resembles those seen" in the sepulchres of the kings 
at Jerusalem. There were in al1 about five that I observed; but 
.my view of the place was so hasty and imperfect, that there might 
be lanny others which escaped my notice. Close by these tombs 
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are the remains of a large town, the bui1dings in which are all 
~onstructed of large stones, and the style of architecture :Roman. 

We still continued in the directiou of S. S. E., and pushed our 
way over a continue4 tract of fertile soil capable of the higlU'st cul
tivadon. In about an hour after leaving Yedoody, we came to a 
place called Mehanafish. On c;ntering this, we passed a large square 
excavatlbn, sunk down in the rock beneath the level of the soil. 
Through an opening, occasioned by the breaking in of p<\,rt of the 
roof of the excavation itscJf, I ooscrved tftat it led into a cave; but 
how far this extended I could not learn. I could sec, howcver, 
through the sallie aperture, a large column 5upporting the super
incumbent rock, exactly after the manner of the Hindoo caverned 
temple at Elephanta, near Bombay j the column here rc?s('muling 
tJlOse at that place, in its size, characters, and proportions; a coin .. 
cidence that struck me forcibly on the spot. At ~[ehanafish are 
the n'mains of a ,still larger town than at Yeuoo{iy, with arches, 
columns, and sarcophagi, all of Homan work, though none of the 
buildings I'emnin quite perfect. 

\Ve had now arrivcJ at .a very elevated part of the plain, 
which had conti/luell fertile throughout the whole of the distance 
lhat we had yet come from Amman to this place, and were. stiB 
grauually rh;ing as we pr\>t'ccded 011, when we came to an ele\'aLion 
from which a new view opened before us to the soutll-east, in the 
direction in which we were travelling. This view presented to liS, 

on a little lower level, a still more extensive tract of continued 
plain, than that over which we had already passed. Throughout 
its whole extent were seen ruineu towns in every direction, both 
before, behind, and 011 each side of us; generally 'seated Oil small 
eminences; nil at a short distance ii'om each other; and all, as fiu 
as we had yet scen, bearing ~vjdent marks of former opulence and 
consideration. Tlwre was not a tree in sight as far as the eye could 
rea.;h; but my guide, who h~Hl been over every purt of it, Ilssured 
me that the whole of the plain was covered with the finest soil, 
and capable of being made t11e most productive corn land in the 
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world. Jt is true, that for a space of more than thirty miles there 
did not appear to me a single interruption of hiB, rock, or wood, 
to impede immediate tiJIage; and it is certaia, that the great plain 
of Esdraelon, so justly 'celebrated for its extent and fertility, i3 
inferior in both to this plain of Belkah, for so the whole coun(ry is 
~a])ed, Irom the mountain of' that nam,e, the Pisgah of the Scriptures. 
Like Esdraelon, it appears also to have bf}en once the seat of an 
active and numerous population; but, on the former, the monu
ments of the dead only lcmain, while here the habitations of the 
living arc equally mingled with the tombs of the departed, both 
thickly strewn over every part of' the soil from which they urew 
their sustenance. 

From h<:oC'P we beg:m to descend slightly, though the many 
undulations were still too inconsiderable to deprive it of the COIl

tinued chara(·ter of a plain, and soon after arrived at lJurrazein, 
where we halted to refresh our horses and ourselves at noon. 

'Vc found the ruins of Burrazeill inhabited by several Arab 
iil.lllilies, who said they belonged tC' the tribe of Delli Hassan, wllich 
was encamped to the southward. TJlcse were, indeed, a detachment 
of them, sent here to avail themselves of the shelte" which the ruins 
afiordt..>U to the young kids and Jamhs Juring the colc1llights of this 
pxcesiiively ~evcr(> sensoll. They had come here on the first com
mencement of the heavy falls of snow, nncl intended to remain, 
with the tender portion of their Rocks, until the severe weather 
should abate, and the early signs of spring appear; but as the 
commencement of the winter had been unusunHy tardy, the past 
year continuing warm and dry up to December, they apprehended 
that its conlinuance would be late, and that the rains and snows, 
which usually fell in the first month, January, might now be ex
pected to fall in the third; though, in ordinary years, the severity 
of the winter generally begins to reJax. in l\tIarch. 

A party of ~rab horsemen, to the number, as it appeared to 
liS, of from fifty to sixty, were suddenly observerl coming down the 
gentle slope of the plain to the eastward of us. A cry of alarm was 



OF AltABS NEAH DELILAT. 87 

immediately raised, and it was re-echoed from one part of the ruins 
tp another, that the Khyale Berti Sakker were coming. T~is is the 
name of a very powerij . .d trib~ ranging the eastern Desert, generally 
moanted on tine bloqd-horses, but rarely on loot; and as their own 
distri.s afford them hut scanty fare, they come down in large 
bodies, and covering the plains of tlte Ilauran, and the heights or 

• 
Dclkah, carry off the large cattle of the former, aud the smaJler 
flocks of the Jatter, as their spoil. The horscb of this tribe are 
praised as beyond all price; :lna fur mal'Wi of tht: same breed, the 
large sum of a thousand Spanish dollars has bceH rcfllseu in the 
country itseJt: ~lthough tile Deni Sakker are generalJy mounted, 
there are now and then small parties of the trihe thAt go down on 
foot into the valley of the Jordau, and steal off with-such of the 
flocks tlnd herds as they <;all seize j while the horsemen make their 
d;predations in larger bodies, am! in a more open manner, as legal 
and honounthle \varfare. I observed that these horsemen roue 
generally in a line, am1, even in their ordinary march, approached. 
\t·itb a broadly-extended front, likp a troop of cavalry ad\Tuncing to 
the charge. .My guide remarked, in answer to some e1lfluil'ies of 
mine on this suhj~ct, that the A-ruus invariably rode side by side, 
with their cloaks wrapped closely round them, and their arms 
always ready for an att.acH; and that there was notlling of wbich 
they more frequently expressed their contempt than of the practice 
of those who were not of Bedouin blood, who rode one after 
another with their doaks open, nmi their arms often not loaded, 
and scarcely ever prirnt!li, so as to be ready even to make a uefenee. 
The mounteu Arabs arc calJcu Kh!Jiili; those who move 011 toot are 
colled Zcllemi; and the peasants, or cultivators of 'the earth, are 
known by the term Fellaheen. The mixed race, between those who 
l~ve in the uncultivated Desert, aud those who illhabit the cul
tivated parts of the country, partdking also of the occupations of 
both, in tending Rocks and tillillg the soil, while they have neither 
houses or tents, but chiefly inhabit grottos, ruins,' and caves, are 
called Bedowec,' but it is tho~e tmly who dwen in the Desert, a.nu 
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live pe'l'etually in tents, that are called, by way of distinction, Arain. 
In all cas'!,. of enquiry I had uniform'y heard it used to designate this 
class only; 8S thus,my guide would ask,"Whea.n el Arab?"-HWhere 
are the Arabs?" The rep1 y was, " Fee Arab undoel W aruli Themed~"
"The Arabs are encamped in the valley of Themed." Then foV.owed 
the expression, " Be howul und el Arab." -" We will alight and 
halt with the Arabs:" in all cases meaning only a camp of Bedouin 
Arabs (as they are called by us), and never using the term Arab, 
except to those who li\o"'C always in tents. In no instance, that I 
could discover, was this name ever applied to any other class of 
people i. though, as a proof that the term is th}JS meant to dis
tinguish the Bedouins itS the original Arabs, in contradistinction 
to the varibUR hranches nnd mixed races into which they have 
ramified, the Arabic language is still called U VIsaan Arabi," or 
the tongue of the Arabs; the whole country of Arabia, from 
the Desert of Palmyra to the south coast of Yemen, is called 
" Belled Arabi," or the country of the Arabs; and a man born in 
that country, of pure blood and . unmixed descent, is always called 
U Arab ibn Arab," an Arab and the son of an Arab. Tents are 
only distinguished from houses by an epithet , expressive of the 
materials of which each is composed; "Beeout Hadjar," or dwel .. 
lings of stone, being the name given to aa building~, large or small j 

and" Beeout 8haar," or dweJlings of hair, being the name given to 
all the tents of the Bedouins, which are almost universally made of 
a black or brown cloth of hair, made in the camp, from sheep's, 
goats', and camels' hair, in various proportions. 

To avoid the risk of falling in with this large party of the 
Beni Sakker horsemen, we quitted Burrazene in haste, and 
gradually ascended a gently rising ground on our way to Menjah, 
at which place we arrived in about an hour after our last halt. 
This had been the site of sonie large town, of which the ruins 
stilJ remained, and among which were seen arches, columns, 
large cisterns or reservoirs, and deep we1ls, with an Bb~dance of 
brl>ken pottery, scattered around in .11 directions. The still more 
extensive ruins of Hhe.hiin (the ancient Heshbon of the Scrip-
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tures) were only a little to the westward of our route. To the east, • 
at 8 distance of about five miles, we saw a 1arge castle, flPparcnt}y 
still perfect, the namc of which "Was Geezah; und, a little to the 
so\lth of this castle, the ruins of another toWll, ('aIled Gustul t were • 
plai'lly visible, ' 

The vicw of the country to the north and east of our present 
positiol\ was very exten~'ive; -anu we could now sec, for the first 
time, that the plain (for it still preserved tlmt general charadcr 
throughout) was bounded toward the easJ.. by a range of bare hills, 
running nearly north and south. Beyond these hills the country 
is said to be quite desert, and to be very thinly peopled by Arabs, 
excepting only at the few stations which are planted at convenient 
intervals on the "Derb-cl-Hadj-el-Nebbe," or thi road of' the 
pilf,rrimagc of tile prophet, this road lying beyond, or to the eastward 
<1f the hills. This name of " Dcrb-cl-Hadj" is cxdu~ively applied 
to the road leading from Damascus to l\lcccn.: all other public aJHl 
well-frequented roads fi'om allY one phLCC to another, arc calletl 

." Derb-el-Sultani," or, literally, the king's Ilighway . 
• 

l"rom l\-lenjah we continued our l.vny, going in a 8.S.E. direc-
tion, and gradually descending to a lower level. As we proceeucd, 
I remarked that the soil became more mjxl~d with day and si
licious stones, and grew. less fertile as we advnnccu. In about au 
hour after quitting l\1enjah we came to Jelool. At this place we 
found the ruins of a larger town than any we had yet passeu, with 
the exception only of Amman. The position is a favourable ann 
commanding one, oocupying the brow of an elevated ridge of the 
land, and looking over an extensive space to the southward of it, of 
a lower level than the great plain by which we had lI.pproached this 
spot from the northward. The ruins of .Telcol, at present, form 
two divisions, an eastern and fi. western portion; between which is 

• 8 bare space that does not appe~r to have been ever built upon. 
In passing over this bare spate, and through the respective masses 
of ruios, neither of which I could afford time to examine, I thought 
I observed in' one of the dwellings 8 solid stone door, simil;" 10 

N 
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those used in the tomus at Oom Kais, and which, I learnt from • 
my guid6J were frequently met with in almost all "the ruined cities 
of the Hauran. Amid these ruins there were sevel'aI columns and' 

o . 

heaps of large hewn stones, belonging to the edifices of the to",o,., 
with a number of cisterns, grottos, tomb~, and sarcophagi, aIt,now 
lmtirely deserted, and exhibiting a melancholy example of the 
wreck of former opulence anu power: 

As we proceeded onward, I remarked, that the surface of the 
soil was covered with smqIl patches of a yellowish white substance, 
like powder of brimstone, or sulphur; a fact remarked also ill the 
valley of the Jordan, ncnr the head of the Dead Sea, and almost in 
a lin"c with tlu" to the westward, at the (li:'ltancc" of about thirty 
miles. The taste and smell of this powuer ' ... ·ere highly sulphure
ous; and my guide observed, that the same substance was seen in 
abundance aU around the shores of the Dead Sea. It is beyond 'a 
doubt that these regions, irom the Lake of Tiberias southward, to 
the termination of the Lake AsphaJtes, have, at some very remote 
period, been subject to volcanic ,~onvulsiolls; and it is probable·· 
that the hot springs of Tiberias, the bitumen of the Sea of Lot, and 
the sulphuric powder on the plains near it, all owe their .. exist
ence to one common orlglll. The swallowing up of the' cities of 
Sodolll and Gomorrah, whether rightly attributed to Divine 
vengeance or not, may well be an historical fact, and accomplished 
by means of some great volcanic operation. of whi(~h the whole 
course of the Lake of Tiberias, the River .Jordan, and the Dead 
Sea, bears so many indications. It would be an investigation wen 
worthy the attention of some mineralogical traveller; and it is to 
be regretted extremely, that the lamented Dr. Seetzeu, who made 
a coulplete toUt' of the borders of this sea, and was considered to 
be eminently qualified for such. task, should not have lived to 

give t~ the -world the result of hie observations on this interesting 
excursion. 

Proceeding onward, without even alighting to examine the 
ruins of Jolool, we .tarted a strange /IIlimal from his ·retreilt; and a 
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cry of pursuit being set up by' Abu Farah, we loosened "ur reins, 
.and spurred our horses for die chace. It ran with su~h speed, 
howc\'er, that it gained upon us Considerably at first, but we soon 
eaine up with it, and, coming near, each uischarged his lUusket, 
but "'ithout success. At the sound of this, the animal turned share 
round, and ran towards my hqrse, uttering, with open jaws, 'a sounn 
like thl hissing of a goose, excepting only that it was rougher 
and much louder. The horse was frightened at this attack, and 
became almost unmanageable: but Oil Ittading and discharging a 
second piece with ball the animal Jell. It was called. in Arabic, 
ac~ording to the informaLion of my guide, "El Simla;" and was 
said, by him, to live chiefly by preying on the bodies of the dead, 
while it was naturlilly so ferocious, that it always ttlrned on the 
I~ving when attacked, and s('ldoll) even took flight at flr~t as it had 
done with us. TIl(' whole length of this animal did not exceed 
five feet, illcluding a short head and 1)(>ck, and a bushy tail of 
about a foot long; its legs were short, its belly filt, ano it's whole 

·height from the ground not mc.re than eightf'Cll inches; its nose 
was rounded, its heau small, all~ its mouth wide; the colour of all 
the lower part 04 its body was black, hut over the back and tail it 
had a broad grt·y patch, which, at a little distance, resemble.1 a 
dirty white cloth, tied O\'eL' the animal to shelter it from wet 01' 

cold; its hair was long aud coarSe, iLs back slightly arched; like 
that of the hyamu, and its general resl"mblancc nearer to the 
bad O'er than to any other animal to which I -could compare it. " . 

About an hour and a half after our quitting Jeloo) wc came 
to another ruined town called Oom-cl-Keseer. It was nearly equal 
in size to the one we had lust quittetl, and of the ·same stylc alld 
character, the architecture in each being evidently Roman. Bc
~wecn these towns the soil had continued fertile and highly cap"
ble of cultivation, though the q~ality of it tlifJ'ers, from having a • • 

1arger proportion of clay. Beyond Oom-el-Kcse~r it appeared to 
grow progressively inferior, though still capable of cultivation. The 
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face of the country became also more unequal, and the level de
scended, ' 

In half an hour after passing througli Oom-e]-Keseer we 
crossed over a torrent in a ravine called Wadi-el-Keseer, o'{er 
which there appeared to have once been a bridge, the ruios of 
• which t thought I could perceive a~out a mile to the eastward of 
the spot at which we crossed the stream. The water was fshaJlow, 
and consequently everywhere fordable, even on filot. The course 
of the stream is general~y west, with occasion a] windings to the 
southward, until it joins the stream of the Wadi_el_ Themed to the 
south-west, when uoth run together into the Dead ,Sea, 

Ascending'li'om hence to a higher level by a gradual risc, we 
came in ha]f- au hour to nnotIH~l' ruineJ tOWIl, caBed Oom-e]· We
leed. It stanus on the top of one of those riuge~ of 1anu so com
mon in these parts, not deserving the name of llills, though break
ing the general smoothness of'the surHtce; risin.g like a very high 
swell of the sea arrested in its progress, and running for miles in 
the same direction: the course of the present being east anu w('st, 
with a small \'a]e on each side to tIle north and south. The re
mains of' buildillgs here at Oom-cl- ,,ydeed appel'.rcd to me to be 
more extensive than even those at Jclool. The blocks of stone, of 
which the buildillgs were constructed, were also much larger, Ro
man 'arches were stilJ remaining perfect at many of the entrances 
to private dwellings; but throughout the whole, neither columns 
nor fragments of sculptured work any where met my view. 

~o the south-west of' this, at a short 'distance, Abu Farah 
pointed out to , me four ruined villages, called collectively Delilat, 
the plural of DeleiJy, which is the name given individually to each, 
There was a large encampment of Arabs, probably the Beni Sak-

. " 
ker, near to these villages, which~ was one powerful reason for our 
not visiting them; but besides this, ( the 1ateness of the day ren
dered it imprudelJt, as it was already near sunset. We accordingly 
descem]ed into the valley on the south, w),ere we found half a 
doze\l tents belonging to a friendly party of the Bedowee, or half 
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shepherds and half cultivators; pitched in a hollow bet')'een two 
.closing eminences, with an c1pening to the eastward, tvhere we 
determined on haltil1g for the night. * 

Riding up to tbe back of these tents, and passing through 
them, we were received in the most friendly manner by the oldest 
man of the party, our horses were taken from us by one of the 

• 
young lAds, who took as much care of them as if they had belonged 
to their own parents, and we found a hearty welcome in the tent 
of the sheikh, in which all the rest werOt soon assembled to greet 
us. While the flocks were uriving in, after sunset, I noticed 
among them $Qme fine ftlt shecp, resembling thC' African brced 
that I had seen at l\1okha, where they are brought across from 
Zeyla, near the entrance of the Red Sea. They l1ad the same 
s}lort, fnt, broad tail, with a little excrescence at its extremity about 
an inch long, like a short pig's tail, growing out of the larger one 
above it. They d,iftercu from the African ~hcpp in this particular, 
that while the Zeyla breed were covered with hair, these of Belkah 
had a thick coat of wool. Both, however, had the head and neck 
invariably of a different colour {i'om the body itself: the latter being 
quite white, while the former were either black or hrown. One 
orthe lambs of this breed was killed for our supper; and though 
it could not have been- improved lor an Ellropean palate by the 
mess of sour milk and corn with which it was stewed, yet it fur
nished an acceptable 111(;'31, of which we all heal·tily partook. 

The conversation of the evening turned on the motives of our 
joumey, as well as the evellts of the road, and the place of our 
destination; to which I listened attentively, though I was disposed, 
for strong reasons, to take as little part as possibic in the discus
sions to which they gave rise. As there were nWI1)' evils to be 
.pprehended fi'om a detection- of my being a European , aUll as there 
would be a great risk of this in a long interview with Arabs, had I 
assumed to be onc of their co\~ntrymen, my cautio,us guide, Abu Fii-

- &c the Vigudle lit the h<>nri of this Chllptcr. 
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rab. reprr-sented me as a Turk going from Accha or Acre to Karak. 
to see R relation there, but wearing the Bedouin dress, as better 
adapted to long journeys than the Turkish, and equally proper 
with the other for all true Mohammedans .• From my previtJufI 
excursions in Egypt, and during my subsequent experienae in 
fiyria, I had surmounted the chief difficulties in the way of' travel
ling as a native of these parts, in having acquired the language 
sufficiently well for all ordinary purposes; and a practical ease 
and corrcetness in conforr.ning to the manners, the attitudes, and 
the way of feeding common to all, which last i,s certainly the most 
inveterate of all obstacles to an Englishman; hu\. my beard was 
yet short, and the parts of my body usually coverecl with clothes, 
but now ('xpo3P,d to the sun, Wf're whiter than those uf the people 
among whom I journeyed; my eyes ha.d not that fiel'Y blackness 
of the genuine Arab; and, indeed, the whole cast of my l'OUIl

tenanee and coruplexion was more like that of a Moor from Bar
bary, or a Turk from Asia :Minor, (of which there are mall} that 
could )Jot be distinguished {i'om l<:uropeans except by their dress 
only,) than a son of till! Deser~. Accordingly, whenever we 
haIled among Arabs, there nevl'l' failed to be !:IollJe questions put, 
arising from these differences of' app('arancc. Those who had seen 
me at· Assalt, and who remembereu 1\11'. Burckhardt's person, con
ceived, from that common resemblance which persons of nearly 
the same stature, with the difference of the hair, eyes, and com
plexion, which distinguish the European irom the Asiatic race, 
bear to each other, that we must have been' brothers j and here 
the Arabs of the party received without scruple the assert jon of' 
Abu Farah, as to my being a Turk, since they had seen many Turks 
of the same coJour, features, and generaJ appearance as myself; 
while all approved the judicious measure of travelling in a Be- , 
douin dress on a journey of this riature. 

I was asked whether I had seen Jerash? I replied ... Yes." 
" And Amman?" continued my host. I anRwered, that they were 
both \in our road. " Ah!" said the sheikh, "these were both 
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princely cities once; but as the times are always growi'9g worse, 
.80 these have come to nothing at last; as indeed was pfophesied 
concerning them of .old." I asked Lim when and where their 
oIeotruction was foretold? He replied, "These, 0 Abdallah, (that 
bein!! the name by which my guide always addressed me,) were hoth 
the works of Solomon, the son of David the Prophet. who lived at 
El-Khoo!ldes, the Holy (the Arab name of Jerusalem). One day, 
(he continued,) when Solomon, the son ·of David, paid a visit to 
the prince of Amman, the king of Jerash. was also present: and 
as they ascended to.,gether the ~teps of the great pala.ce (meaning 
the benches of the theatre at Amman), to the summer seat of the 
sovereign of that city, Solomon, the son of David, exclaimed, 'O! 
Princes! our empires are on the decline; our cities must soon 
decay, aud our realms be descrtM nnd depopulated: They ex-
• pressed a hope that, under the blessing of God, that period was 

still 1301' distant; when the King replied, 'Be not deceived, the sign 
of destruction alre~uly approaches, for, behold! even oil hath risen 
\0 the price of three paras a Sk~l !'" I had listened Wjtil all be
comin(r attention to this pompous tale, and had great difficulty in 

~ . 
commanding my.countellance at the close of it; but remembering 
that there are many men even among the most learned of our (..'wn 
country, who rea1ly believe mankind to be degenerating with each 
succeeding age, though they might adduce graver reasons to sup
port their opinions, I dill not attempt to combat a position which 
might be so easily illustrated on the spot, by a mere. comparison 
of the splendid citiE!s of which they spoke, with the miserable 
habitations of those who now possess the same country, 

After this conversation, some of the part)' ven'tured on corre
sponding calculations, "If oil were then at such a Jow price (about 
.tw.o-pence for II. hundred pOltnds weight), how little labour," said 
ODe, U must have been sufficient to obtain a good living; and how 
f~t men might get even uporf slender gains," Stories were told 
by others of the Spanish dollar (Aboo Tope ), of the pillared pat-
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tern*, p~ssing in the days of Moses; and among the Jews in Egypt 
in the tithe of Pharaoh (a slight anachronism it must be admitted), 
for half a piastre of Turkey; and various cau~es were assigned for' 

• it having gradually risen from that time onward to its prese~t.eM 
orbitant value (as they considered it) of six piastres and a ha\f; at 
,which rate, they calculated, that it would rise to be twenty piastres 
at least before the world came to an end. 

We continued up ulltil a late hour; and I was much amused, 
as indeed I have always Qften in parties of this kind, by the earnest
ness of conviction with which the most extravagant stories were 

• related, and the easy credulity with which they were received. I 
c 

had also occasion to regret the impossibility of remem~ering and 
noting much~ that passed respecting the positions and nam~s of 
places, which are far more difficult to retain in the memory than a 
connected story; and though more desirable to possess; from theIr 
utility to geography, uecome, if numerous, so confounded together, 
as to be soon forgotten altogether. ' 

to Aboo Tope, literally the Father of tlfe Cannon, -the pillars of the dollar being 
considered by the Arabs to represent two gr~at guns. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
• 

• 
F ROM THE ENCAMPM£NT TO OOM-EL-RUS AS, AND RET URN T O ASSAL T. 

FRIDAY, March 2. - We left the camp at daylight, while the 
ground was covered with a thick hoar frost, and although we put 
ourselve at once into brisk exercise I suffered much from the 
cold. As we advanced to the southward ~he soil became more 
mixed with clay, and the face of the country more unequal and 
broken by greater elevations and depressions than it had hitherto 
been; silicious stones became also more abundant, though there 
r'a still a green turf co~ering -the surface of the earth. 

In about an hour after we · !Jet out, we passed a ruined town 
called El Hherry, of the geneMlol ize and character of those already 
d cribed; and in two hours more, after going over steep but low 
hills, gradually becoming more and more stony and barren, we Cjlme 

o 
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to the va\.ley called Wiidi-el-Themed_ This is one of the principal 
places of resort for the Arabs of BeII<ah, as the stream which comes , 
from the eastward and runs through this valley. westerly is never dry 
throughout the year. It has worn its bed here t\-.rough a chalky r(J\)Jr., 
,nd continues through a similar channel, by the report of the ,Moabs, 
till it empties its stream into the De9-d Sea. Along its ba.nks are 
many wel1s of a moderate depth, with hewn cisterns and firinking 
troughs for cattle, which in the present day, 88 they did in the patri. 
areha} ages, form the prirtcipal strength as well as the wealth of a 
tribe, the possession of these securing the necessary supplies, with
out which no Arab camp, with their numerous flocks amI herds, 
could long exist_ On many of the wells and cisterns I observed the 
following characters. -l'-1.JA:t.ot-, which are said to be the work of 
Arabs, but whether for mere pastime, or witb a view t.o mark the pr<?
perty of particular tribes, or of individuals belonging to such tribes, 
I could not learn. The first of these character~ is one very com
monly secn among the hieroglyphic signs of Egypt, amI generally 
thought to mean the key of the waters of the Nile, being generally' 
held in the rigIlt hand by Isis; tqe second and last are similar to 
some of the old and unknown characters found, in the caves of 
India, both at Salsettc and in the southern part of the Peninsula. 
It would he worth an enquiry to ascertain 'whether any of the sculp
tures on the Jebel Mokattub, or Written Mountain, near Mounts 
Horeb and Sinai, supposed at one time to have been the work of 
the IsraeHtes during their forty years of wandering in the Desert, 
and to be in the lost Hebrew character, res'emble in any manner 
the marks scat~ered about on the wens and cisterns of these parts; 
as they might then be considered the work of the same people and 
the same age. The weUs here must have been nearly coeval with 
,the earliest occupation of this tract of country by the several trib~ 
among which it was divided, and' may have formed the portion of 
several successive races, as well as tbe bone of contention between 
opposing tribes, from the days of Abraham and Lot up to the pre
sent period; and the characters bn them, which belong to no 
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kno", .. language. may be nearli as ancient as the wells th,?"selves ; 
since there is nothing in their appearance that would mdicate a 
more recent date. 

We ascended tue hill to the southward of this strPRm, and 
passflng for half an hour over a chalky and barren soil, we obtained 
a distant view of Oom-el-R~ssas, about eight or ten miles off, t~ 
the southward of us. The only conspicuous object which pre
sented itself to our view at this distance was a high tower, looking 
like a monumental column standing alone. We continued our 
way towards it in nearly a straight line, over a gently rising ground, 
with an improving soil, and reached it about noon. 

On entering the site of this ruined town we came first to some 
smoothly hewn cisterns in the rock, with marks of t! large quarry 
trom which abundance of stone had been taken a~ .. ay for building. 
Beyond these, and on a higher level, we found a portion of a square 
buiJding, resembli~)g the remains of a small fort, the walls of which 
were pierced with long and narrow loop-llOles for arrows or rnus
letry. A few paces south of.this stood the tower which had 
shown itself so conspicuously a.t a distance. >!< This tower was not 
more than ten feet square at its base, and from thirty to forty 
feet high; the masonry in it not being remarkable either for its 
strength or elefiance. On the shaft of this square piBar, for so it 
might well be called, was a sort of square capital, cut off from the 
body of the tower by a shelving moulding, raised at the corners 
like the covers of the Roman sarcophagi scattered so abundantly 
over the country. 1\t each corner of this square capital was a 
plain Doric column, small size, supporting a florid cornice, sculp
tured with an arabesque pattern, and curved outwards at the cor
ners in the most fancHul manner. On the north, the cast, and the 

.west sides of this tower, and-about midway between its base and 
summit, a Greek cross was sculptured in relief, and contained 
within a circle; but on the B~uth side this emblem was not to be 

- See thp Vignette ... t the head of this Cha.pter. 

2 
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round. In various parts of it were many marks like those already 
described on the wells Dnd cisterns otE1 Themed; and D8 this tower 
is ullquestionably of a date much posteri01;, to the days of the 
Israelites sojourning in these parts, and of Gf#ek or Roman wf\rk., 
in the decline of these empires, the marks are most probably those 
c 

of the Arabs. The enquiry suggested would still be useful, how-
ever, inasmuch as if the characters o~ the Written Mountain were 
found generally resembling these, it might ue concluded that they 
also were the work of Arabs, and not of the J.ews during their 
wandering in the Desert of Sin. 

To the eastward of this tower, a few paces oply, are remains 
of ruined buildings, and to the southward are seen foundations, 
with broken tJ0ttcry, and ot.hC'r vestiges of former population, ex
tending for more than half a mile to the first division of enclosed 
dwe1lings belonging to the town. This is about 200 yards square; 
the walls arc low, but are constructed of' large stones, and the inte
rior of this space is filled with ruined buildings, the arched door
ways of which are the only parts remaining perfect. These archcb 
are a.lI of the Roman shape; and I observed amongst the ruins, in 
several places, appearances of stone beams having been Jajd on the 
walls, so as to reach from side to side and support entirely the 
Toof of the dwelling. 

Close to this first division of enclosed dwellirlgs, unu on the 
south ot'it, is the second division, the wall of' enclosure rCllisining 
quite perfect all around. Its shape is ncarly an oblong, amI Lhe 
space occupied by it not morc than half a mile. Like the former, 
the interior of this is filled with ruined buildings, all, however, or 
a small size, and unadorned by architectural ornament of any kind, 
though constructed of very large stones. In many instances, 
where aU the rest of the building i.s quite destroyed, the Roman 
arch of the door of entrance continues quite perfect; and here th~ 
stone beams that extended from waH to wall, and sometimes wholly 
formed the roof of the dwelling, are distinctly seen. The streeto, 
though at right angles with each otl'er, were extremely narrow, and 
>"0 whole appearance of the buildings was small and unimportant, 
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though the masonry was unusually solid for such works'land cal
culated for great duration. 

\Ve found some-Arabs of the same trihe as those we had seen 
in "he Wiidi-el.TheJlled encamped near this spot, the sht:ikh of 
whictJ. party was here amid these fuins alone, for the purpose of 
looking out, and warning I!is companions of the approach o~ 
stranged. j the tents being generally pitched in hollow valleys or at 
the foot of hills for shelter, while tile eminences above form 
posts from which the whole of the surJOunding country may be 
surveyed. As our party was small, consisting only of Abu Farah 
and myself, we. were kindly welcomed, and alighted here. \Ve 
had not been seated long, alld had scarcely got into the train of the 
enquirlcs 1 desired to make, (and these, whatever their nature, and 
particularly when betrayillg anAiet)', must be introduced in a most 
• 
circurnlocutory manner, 81HI quite incidentally, to avoid suspicion 
anll all its train of consequences,) when a small party from Karak 
arrived ii'om the sOllthward, and alighted here fin the same pur

·pose as oursehcs, to learn the state of the road, as far as it could, 
be gathered from the sheikh who was 011 the look out at this spot. 
Our cOJ1YcrsatiOil was very gen~ral and desultory, as neither party 
were willing to tell the other frankly what was their immt..'<.hate 
object or pUI·suil. Amidst much that was irrelevant, however, I 
lea1'l1t to my extreme regret and disappointment, not only that the 
road {i'om lienee to Karak was so unsafe as to afford little chance 
of escape from plunder, (for as Ollr informants had braved this 
successfully, I might 110pc to do so too,) but that it was perfectly 
impossible to pro("ced trom that tOWII across the eastern Desert 
to Bagdad, as J had been JeJ to hope. From all that I could 
learn, the intercourse uetWt.'tHl these places, if it had ever existed, 

.which seemed at least doubtful, hOO been suspended for many 
years; but even should the natufe of the country admit of !:iuch a 
journey, in which there could be no more difficulty than in the way 
between Damascus and Bussora across the Great Desert, as often 
practised, the whole of the upper part of Arabia, from Medina 
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and Den:.viah up to the eastern borders of the Haurin, and even 
to Palmyra, was covered with the 'Wahabee, to which sect nearly 
the whole of the Arabs in the heart of the. Desert had become 
converts, and were increasing and spreading themselves in e~rJ 
~irection, so as to interrupt, if not altogether suspend, the ibter
course between friendly tribes and towns, without the escort of a 
larger force than Karak could furnish or my limited means Mmit of 
my paying for. A single individual, or a party of four or five on 
dromedaries, each carryirlg his own supplies, might perhaps have 
effected the journey with ease, as the distance from Karak to Bagdad 
cannot be much farther than from Damascus or Aleppo, from which 
cities messengers go on dromedaries in eight or ten days; but it 
would be nedrly impossible to pedul'IlI such a jonrney alone with
out a previous knowledge of the several passes, if the country be 
hilly, or watering places, if a plain; such as is possessed by all 
the Arabs employed in carrying dispatches; and therefore for me, 
however much disposed to risk the dangers of the way, it would 
be indispensable to have onc perscn at least as a guide, or I should 
be nearly certain of losing myself in the trackless Desert that inter
vened between this and the place of my destination. To all my 
enquiries on this head, I received the most unequivocal assurances 
that no single individual in Karak would, in the present state of 
things mor~ particularly, accompany me as escort or guidp on such 
a journey; though they might at any other time venture a small 
caravan, if the object promised them an adequate reward. Thus 
circumstanced, proceeding farther would be ' encountering a need
less risk withou~ even a hope of benefit resulting from the attempt,; 
and painful and vexatious as such a retracing of my steps would 
prove, I was compelled to submit, consoling myself with the assur
ance that I had done my best to accomplish the end in view, and 
that the disappointment arose from causes beyond my power to 
controuJ. 

In the course of the conversation held with our new compa
nio"", I learnt that Kar.k, which fs considered to be the ancient 
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PeHa, is about twelve hours south of Oom-el-Russ8.st an; that ·the 
eastern shore of the Dead Sea' was, both from thence and from our 
present position, about eight hours or thirty-two miles to the west. 

Karak Shaubak. is another place, about t.WO flays' journey to 
the \outhward of Karak, and inferior to the former in size and 
importance. • 

wt.di Moosa, or the Valley of Moses, is a resort of Bedouin 
Arabs, similar to Wadi-el-Themed, ano is about a day's journey to 
the southward of Karak Shnubak. 

Between 'Vadi MODsa and Mount Sinai there is no water, so 
that the route from Karak to Mount Sinai is n circuitous one, and 
made by passing first from Karak to Gaza, on the sea-shore of the 
Mediterranean, and from thence, going round the sot!thcrn edge of 
\he Dead Sea, to Tor, on the shores of the Red Sea, from whence 
the ascent to Horeb and Sinai is short and easv. -At Gaza, th~re arc extensive ruins, with towers, walls, and 
cannon hewn out of granitf:', projecting irom them. 

AtAscalon are innumerablc-red granite pillars and long streets, 
the pillars mostly fa]]en. Lad}'" Hester Stanhope is said to have 
dug up at Aseaton a fine statue without a head, probably of Greek 
or Roman workmanship; but it was broken up by the Turks and 
Arabs, to whom graven images arc as objectionable as they were to 
the Jews of old. 

At EI Arish there is a monolith inverted from its original 
position, and now used as a watering trough j it is of granite~ and 
had a pyramidal top: It is said to be covered with hieroglyphics 
within and without, the crocodile being a very prominent object 
among the figure~. It is representeu as quite pe~tect, and from 
its small size might easily be removed from its present place by 

'any traveller desirous of taking it to Europe. The origin of this 
is clearly Egyptian, and from the traces of the manner in which a 
door was formerly hung to it, -there can be no doubt but that it was 
used as a cage or temple for the sacred animal the crocodile. Its 
description corresponJ~ almo~t eXRctly with that of a 8imila~mo-
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nolith wt1ich I had myself seen .t Gau Keheer or Antlt!opolis, in 
Upper Egypt, excepting only that this last was of marble, and the 
one at E1 Arish is said to be of granite, wbiclt makes it Egyptian 
in material as well as in purpose and design. 

At Pelusium are ruins of great extent, but not remarkabte for 
any oqject of grandeur or beauty. Among these are some temples, 
but they are plain and without sculpture, either in hieroglyphics 
or other kind of ornament. Pe1usium is approached by marshy 
ground, extending for seyeral miles i and amidst the ruins them· 
seJves are seen some of the earl iest lind rudest kind of iron cannon. 
made from a number of iron oars heated, and u~ten and forged 
together with iron hoops. 

In thf> route t.o Egypt, not [.1.r ii'om rdusiulll, is a vaHey of 
salt, extending nearly a day's journey in length, the quality of the 
salt being equal in fineness and purit,Y to any known. 

These facts, many of whk·h I lind heard belore, were con~ 
firmed to me by the testimony of some of the I{arnk party, whom 
we met here, several of them having, in the course of their pere
grinations on business, visited the~laces mentioned. 

Oom-el.Russas, the place of our halt, was c,olls~dcrcd by nIl 
present to hM'e derived its name (which, in Arabic, is Jilernlly 
" the l\fother of LeaJ,") from the CirCUiTIstance of there having 
been dug up here, at some former period, leaden cases contaiuing 
treasure. This, however, is so prevalent a notion, and is applied 
80 indiscriminately to all places in which ruins of former days 
exist, that it deserves little attention. At one time, I thought it 
probable that the vicinity of this town might have furnisheu lead 
ore, and that some traces of this might be found to account for the 
name, but I could learn no tacts which tended to confirm this con
jecture. 

The party from Karak were going down to Jericho irom hence, 
and ultimately to Jerusalem. They 'determined to halt here, how
ever, for the day, and pressed us to remain with them, to which 
myoId corqpanioll, Abu Farah, was Ltrongly inclined, and, as usual, 
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complailled bitterly of my foolish Bnd, to him, uoaccouDtf'le haste 
and impatience in pressing our departure froro a spot. where we had 
shelter ,and food, ancJ where we might, therefore, repose ourselves 
jn~afety. As we c~u1d not proceed, however, it was usel~ss to 
wasle the remainder of the day here j and I accordingly insisted 
on our l:esl1ming our route of return. " 

• 
It "as about an hour nfter noon when we quitted Oom-el~ 

Hussus j nnd ill our way back we went over an old Roman road, 
nearly perfect all the way from this plac& to Wiiui·el~ Themed, and 
from thence ag:tin northward to the ruins of Zeineiba, a place not 
inferior in siz<;.to Oom-cl-Russas. In our way we saw an abund
ance of hm'es aud wild pigeons, with numbers of large birds like 
tJ,e grouse of Scotlalld. We left the ruined heap of £I-Heurry 0 0 

a hill to the west of liS, anll at sunset reached a small encampment 
of Arabs near Oom-el-VveJced, nboutu mile dIstant from the camp 
lit which we hall slept on the preceding night. 'Ve halted. here to 
repose, ano. on alighting were received with 11S much cordial hos
pitality as ever. 

Saiurdu,y, lYfU1'd, 3. - We lelt Oom-el-Wele<..u before the day 
broke, and on u(.'enuillg the hill to the norLh of it, we could s~e, 
as the sun rose, the position of Oom-el-Russiis, to t.he southward, 
its tower rendering it conspicuous at the distance of from fifteen 
to twenty miles. III two hours nn er setting out we passed Oom. 
el-Keseine; the luce of the country over which we roue being now 
um . .aquaJ, and the son much mixed with clay and covered with a 
short heath. In about two hours more, goiog in the direction 
generally of N. N. W., we carne to Jelool, in riding over which I 
remarked au auulldance of uroken pottery of a fine red kind, dif
fering, in this respect, frOlTI tHat in more ordinary use. 

Proceeuing onward in the same direction, we approached the 
ruins of Hhuzbhtin or HeAhbon, which Rre about two hours 
distant from Jelool. As we drew near to these, and at least a mile 
before entering the ruins thpTm;eives, we came on a ground strewed 

p 
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over wit~ broken pottery of the ribbed kind, and of an excellent 
quality; most probably a manufacture of the ancient town from 
the clay of the neighbouring plains. The soil here, in the imme
diate vicinity of the site, was a fine red earth, Qn which young o/'rn 
was now growing; but even over the tilled portions of the su/face , 
the hroken pottery was seen, though not strewed so thickly as 
on other parts of the soil that had long lain undisturbell by the 
plough. 

This town or city o~ Heshbon is seated on so commanding a 
position that the view from it extends at least thirty miles in every 
direction j and to the southward, where the prospect is most ex
tensive, the eye ranges, probably, a distance of sixty miles in a 
straight line." Tht: space occupied by the buildings of this town is 
about a mile in circuit, and this is now covered with heaps of ruins. 
At the west end of this space the portion of a very singular 
building stiB remains. It appears, in many parts, to be extremely 
old; and yet there must have been still older works here, as this 
very building is formed out of the fragments of some earlier one that 
must have been in ruins before this was begun, as among the stones 
used in its construction is seen a sculptured blqck, apparently a 
piece of the cornice of some old edifice then in ruins; and yet, 
in contrast to this proof of high antiquity in the materials, a mo~ 
dern addition has been made to the building by the insertion of a 
a Saracen or pointed arch into the work. There were several 
columns originally belonging to this edifice; but they have all 
fallen on the ground. The diameter of thes~ was about three feet; 
but the mode in which the pieces of the shafts were united offered 
a peculiarity that I had never before observed in any other pillars. 
These pieces, instead of being united by meaDS of iron or lead in 
the centre, after the usual manner, were locked together by the; 
upper part overlapping the low"r, as the cover of a snuff-box 
without hinges overlaps the bottom part; there being a corres
pondent elevation in the upper oentre of tbe lower piece to fill up 
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tbe .pace hollowed out in the 10wer part of the upper p'iece, the 
one fitted nicely over the other; and the joints were so fine as to 
warrant the belief that, when new, they were almost imperceptible. 
T~ capitals of these pillars were also of a very uJiusual kind, and 
sucH as I had never seen elsewhere. They were nearly square in . , 
shape, wolth a large leaf at ea<;h corner, the central stem of the leaf 
running' up exactly on the sharp angle of the square, and the broad 
edges of the leaf folded back so as to meet in the centre of each 
face. There were many sculptured bloek~ of stone scattered about, 
near this edifice; and the masonry of the remains bespoke them to 
ue of a higher crder than most of those seen in the neighbouring 
towns through which we had passed. 

On the summit of the hill on which Heshbon stotld, and nearly 
in its centre, are seen the remaint:. of an edifice, the pavement of 
which is still perfect, as well as four pedestals of columns occupy
ing their original positions in the plan: these last are square below, 
with the usual circular mouldings abo\'c, und appear to mark the 
site of a portico to the building which fronted to the Houth. 

The view from this comm~nding position is fine and extensive. 
On the north are seen many grottoes in the side of a hill near the 
town, perhaps the ancient tombs of the original inhabitants of t~lis 
old settlement. On th~ west is a deep hollow; and beyond it, in 
the same uirection, but much deeper still, is the valley of the 
Jordan, distant, apparently, frum six to ten miles only, in n straight 
Jine. The city of .Jerusalem is just perceptible from this elevated 
point, bearing due ~est j and Bethlehem, more distinctly visible, 
bears W. t S. by compass, distant, perhaps, from. twenty-five to 
thirty miles in n straight line, though the inequality of t.he roaus 
between would make it four good days' journeys of twenty-five to 
thirty miles each. Th(· western shore of the Dead Sea is also seen, 
bearing south-west, about fift~n miles off; and to the cast and 
south the view is almost houtldless. The tower of Dom-el-Russas 
is visible from hence, Learing S. S. E., distant from thirty to forty 

'p 2 
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miles; nQd the castle of' Assalt is also seen, bearing north~west, 
about f1ft~en miles in 8. straight line, and from five to six hours of 
brisk walking pace on horseback. 

On the low ground to the south of the tGwn, and about I>!Slf 
<J mile from the foot of the hill on which it stands, is a large r~ser
voir for water, constructed of' good tpasonry, and not unlike the 
cisterns of Solomon, ncar Jerusalem, to which this is als6 nearly 
equal in size. If Hhuzbhiin be the Heshbol1 of t.he Scripturf!s. 
of which there can be little doubt, as it agrees so well, both in 
name and local position, these reservoirs may probably be the very 
fish-pools of Solomon, to which that monarch compares the eyes 
of his love, in the Canticles, ch. vii. v. 4. 

DesceudllJA: from the summit vI' this hill to the north-east, we 
saw a sculptured C'ornice among a heap of ruins, from which ] 
copied the following fragment of an inscription:

rBKEXCOBIAJ. 

It was about an hour after noon when we quitted Hhuzbhlin, 
from whence we gradually descentled to a lower le\"el, and went in 
a north-west direction. In an hour after setting out we rode 
through a narrow pass in the rocks, called nab-H~lUzbhiin , or th(' 
Gate of Heshhon, which led to a deep valley called Wiidi-Hhuz
bhan j the town being of sufficient importance to give its name to 
these two spots in its vicinity. In the descent beyond the pass we 
saw the remains of' what appeared to me to have been a fort or an 
elevated mound; and reaching the foot of t!te hill over a steep 
declivity, we came to a fine stream of water, which has its source 
to the eastward. of this, and runs westerly into the Dead Sea. On 
the banks of the stream were several pieces of sloping waHs, as at 
Zerkah, and portions of aqueducts encrusted with petrifactions, 
as at Tyre; with the remains of ~ small stone bridge, and broken 
pottery extending along its edges for upwards of a mile; so that 
there appeared good reason to reg~rd- this as the site of some 
ancient town. 
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A. we .scended on the opposite bank ·of th is stream. we had 
on our right a ruined village. called Khallet-el-Sumia, and on our 
left an apparently lWW building. called Shuf'mmer. resembling 
ex .. Jy the central egclosed building of Shuta.mrner seen ill the 
road'rom Acre to Nazareth; this on the east of the Jordan being, 

• • however,. unmhabited. 
Afttr ascending for about two hours, and enjoying, through 

the whole of our way, the most romantic scenery that mountain, 
wood, water, rock, and glen could furnisho, we came to the summit 
of the hill up which we had directed our course, and from thence 
again descended into a valley called Wildi Esseer. Over the 
rocky cliff.'i to tile north of' us, and close to our path, was a water
fall, the only one I had ever seen in these parts. Its stream was 
s~all, amI the whole descent, which was repeatedly broken, about 
thirty feet. It fell into the stream now before us, and ultimately 
discharged il~elf' into the Dead Sea. As the view that opened upon 
us here present£>d several new positions, we halted for a moment, 
~hile I alighted to take the following bearings by compass, and 
the distances, in a straight line, as well as the eye could estimate 
them:-

Head of the D~ad Sea W. by S. 9 miles. 
Rama (under a hill) W.S.W. .5 miles. 
Cuffel'ein West, 7 mUes. 
Rihhah or Jericho W. by N. 8 miles. 
Burdj-e-Hai\jela W. uyN. 4 miles. 

Nemereen W.N.W. 7 miles. 

Continuing to descend from hence, we rea~hed the foot of the 
bill, over an extremely abrupt- declivity, after an hour's ride, and 
then halted. to wash and refresh. - From hence we again went up, 
over a steep hill ; and after ~8ssing through· some of the finest 
woods that could be seen, we came to a deep glen, in which some 
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ancient c;aves were pointed out to· me aB we rode along. The 
entrances to these caves were by large square apertures, un
questionably hewn out with great care; and-the interior of each 
was said to contain stone sarcophagi and.in&OFiptions. I had,Ahe 
~,trongest desire to visit these, if only for a hasty glance; bbt 88 

this fertile glen is a scene of constant contention among the , 
shepherds who feed their flocks here, and each encroach on the 
other's supposed prior right, nothing that I could say would induce 
my guide, Abu Fiirah, t6 consent to my turning a foot out of our 
path, and accordingly, to my great regret and vexation, I was com
pelled to relinquish my desires, and submit to forego their gratifi
cation. 

From tile summit of the hill we again saw the castle and town 
of Assalt, as well as the head of the Dead Sea; and descending for 
about an hOUT over ('om land, now cultivated, we came to the 
modern tomb of 1\1ar Georgis. or St. George, the tutelar Raint of 
the neighbourillg town of Fahaez :-thc structure has nothing re
markable in it, being like the ordinary tomus of Mohammedan 
saints, so plentifully seen over every part of the East. 

In a quarter of an hour after this we came to Mahuss, a large 
ruined village, and in half an hour more, passing over cultivateu 
grounds, we reached Fnhaez; the valley ot' the Jordan, and the head 
of the Dead Sea, being always ill sight on our Jeft as we rode. 
From hence we descended by the steep hill ove!' which we came 
on our way out, crossed the \Viidi Lizerack, where we observed 
grottoes in the rock, and remains of ",nBs of stone; and, lastly, 
ascended agaiQ to Annu, where we alighted to tuke some food. 

Our route of return from hence to Assalt was the same as that by 
which we had first come from that town to Anab j and, proceeding 
briskly on, we reached it about sunset. On approaching it from 
the eastward, the huge castle looking doubly large through the 
haze of the smoke ascending from ' the town, the small dwellings 
barely seen by the glimmer of the lights burning in them, and the 
aid ' of a faint moonlight, the hum of population, the barking of 
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dogs, and the general effect of the surrounding scenery, all com-
bined, was powerfully impressive. • 

We were well received by our friends at Assalt; and, as the 
ad",ntures of our e:fcurlLion formed an object of general in~res~ 
we ~re kept up by visitors till a late hour in recounting them. 



CHAPTER VII. 

F URTHER DETENTION AT ASSALT, A~D A THIRD VISIT TO JERASR. 

A SSALT, Sunday, .ZJ,1arch 4.-It was necessary to remain at 
least a day at Assalt, for the purpose of giving my horse some 
repose, as well as to think of what steps it would be most advisable 
to pursue undel' existing circumstances, and how I could best 
further the ultimate object of my journey. ' 

1t being a day of freedom from business, (though to me, at least, 
far from a day of' rest,) as soon as the morning service of the 
church was over, which was at an early hour, the house in which I 
lodged was filled with visitors; some professedly to know th~ 

l ° 
reason of our return; other probably out of a desuoe to see us, and 
ascertain that we were well; and sortle, certainly, because they had 
nothing else to do, and thought it the least tedious method of 
pa sing away a tiresome day of idleness and gossiping. 
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T~e adventures of our ~~y were recoun.ted twentl times in 
succes:non to every fresh VIsItor by my gUIde, Abu Farah-el
Semaan-ibn.Semaa~-ibn-Daood (for so he caBed himself); and 
al\pough he inter1;lrded his narrative with the most solemn ex
clalnations, such as, "Salat el N ebbe! Ya towal Oomruck !" &c. 
" Pray JO the Prophet! Mal" your life be lengthened!" and simil~r 
expres~ions, yet he wa a perfect Falstaff in progressive exaggera
tion, and every time that he repeated the arne incident, it became 
magnified in importance by the additional embellishments which 
it was certain of receiving as it passed through his hands. 

It may b remarked here, that nothing is more fallacious, or 
less worthy of being implicitly received, than the information of 
the people of the country, either with regard trl the inhabited 

.places near them, their distance and direction of bearing from each 
other, or as to the site of ancient ruins in the neighbourhood, with 
their extent, posi,tion, or present 'State. In illustration of thi,s un
certainty on topics like these, we had a long dispute among our 

• morning visitors on the questioll whether Karak, and Karak Shau
bak, were one and the same place, or whether they were distinct . 
and separate from each other. One would have imagined, that in 
a town so near to these as Assalt, and inhabited, too, by a people 
frequently making journies in the country around them, as wen as 
.being occasionally visited by persons from Karak, such ignorance 
as this could not well happen; yet some among our party contended 

• 
warmly, that to the south of Karak there were neither towns nor 
villages of any kind: the people all living in tents; while others 
maintained as stoutly, that two days' journey to t~e south of Karak 
was a place called Karak Shaubak; and a day further on, in the 
same direction, was a spot called Wadi Moosa, in which were 

• 
• everal other smaller villages. 

• 
Of the remains of ancient cities in thi di trict of Belkah, 

many of the inhabitants of A~salt did not even know the existence; 
others confounded names and descriptions in such a manner as to 
render both uninte11igibl~, fr~m the d tails given as descriptive of 

Q 
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one place proving much more applicable to some other. Many of 
the party went so far as to say, that neer el N ... iira, at which there 
is 1I0t a vestige of architectural grandeur or-be;.uty, was a far more 
interesting spot, and more worthy of 8 stranget's visit, than eitJ)er 
Amman or Jerash, two of the finest groups of ruins on the ~ast 
of the Jordan. Some of our visitor;, asserted, that at \rak-el
Emir, which we had passed without entering, were stone doo~, 
fisrcophagi, subterranean chambers, galleries of undetermined ex
tent, and inscriptions in unknown characters graven on the doors 
and walls, a description that would )ead one to expect Egyptian 
tombs like those of the kings at Thebes. Others oOlltended that 
there were neither stone doors nor large chambers, but sarcophagi. 
only, and thesf!IIsunk deep jnto the earth; and others again insisted 
that there was neither writing over the doors nor sculpture of any 
kind; though all admitted the existence of the stone boxes, or sar
cophagi, which were Jarge aud m.merous. 

, The unaccountaulc part of thc!'!c discrepancies and lotal want 
of agreement is, that each of the itpea1.en,: swore he had seen tJJe 
place spoken of at least twenty times, and knew every part of it as 
wef] as his own dwelling, yet all were equally positive in maintain
,ing the accuracy of their statements, and no one persoll would 
submit to acknowledge himself as even probably in error. 

The fine remains at Jerash and Ammiin, which my guide had 
often seen, were scarcely at all esteemed by him; while, in de
scriLing the shapeless masses at Jelool, Hhuzbhiin, and Oom-el
Russas, which he had only seen at a distance before, and had never 
entered or examined until during our late excursion, in which we 
took them in our way, he exclaimed, U Never were cities in the 
world like these three; - there i. no counting the number of the 
houses, and every house is as big as the castle of Assalt! the 
pillars are larger round than the circle of the whole company; the 
writings are sO numerous that no one could copy them; and the 
towel' of Oom~el-Russas is as high as a mountain !" . 

'After every allowance that I was disposed to make for oriental 
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exaggeration, this style was so extravagantly hyperbolic, and ap_ 
peared so ridiculou~ t~o me, who had but so recently viewed the 
objects described, Ulat ' I could not refrain from laughter. I have 
rf3\Orded these faCti, however, because they not only illustrate the 
ch~acter of the people here, and of human nature generally, 
amongf1l people in a simill\f state of civilization, but they will also 
serve to show how little dependance can be placed by travellers on 
the relations and descriptions of the native inhabitants of these coun
tries, and how much morc frequently they arc liable to be tempted 
to visit an uninteresting spot, than to pass by any considerable one. 
Mr. Burckhardt, who had been unable to visit Oom-el-Russiis, but 
had co11eeted such information as he could obtain from the Arabs 
respecting it, had been assured that there were green ~olumns at that 
place; which induced a supposition that these might be columnr<. of 
verd antique, and that the ruins existing there might correspond in 
ma~nificence to the costliness of such a material i but the remains 
seen at Oom-eJ-Russas, are so far from the description given of 
them in the instance mcntion~d, that there was not a single 
column, nor even thc fragme.nt of one, visible to us in our late 
visit to tl)at spot. 

In the evening we repaired to the house of Aioobe, where a 
new pack of German picqupt cards were introduced for the amuse
ment of the company j and the noise and confusion to which this 

~ 

Sunday evening's. diversion gave rise, was almost distracting. In 
the course of onr stay there an incident occurred which was 

• 
quite new to me, and curious enough to deserve mention. Th~ 

salutations usual in many ancient and modern nations, offered to 
persons after sneezing, are well known"; but salutations after an 
act by which nature relieves 1l person oppressed with flatulencies, 
are certainly uncommon. On this occasion, the infant chiJd of 
Aioobe being in its mother's .arms, and alarming the company by 
a fIOUnd unusually loud and distinct for an infant of its tender age, 

• • Hobhouse''j TUi,";cls,. pllge 512 . 

. Q2 
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the father exclaimed, with great gravity and evident satisfaction, 
" B'jsm-niah, el Rakhman, el Rakheern, ya' towal oomruck, ya 
Ihraheem." "In the name of God, the migh~, and the mercifu}, 
may your life be lengthened, 0 Abraham!" and not a smile )185 
c~cited throughout the company by this extraordinary introduction 
of salutation and prayer on so unusual, an occasion. Nielm\r has a 
very extraordinary story respecting an Arab who encouraged a com
petition {or excellence in this respect in a hath at Senna; and others 
are told by him, to show the extreme abhorrence which Arabs in 
g~neral have for even the inadvertent escape of what had here 
excited the soJcmn exclamations adverted to. Nicv.uhr also men
tions, that the former part of this exclamation is useu by all pious 
Arabs before the consllmm~tion of' connubial rites; so that the 
name of God is invokpJ on the most oppo.sitc occasions, and , 
associated, in the most unseemly manner, with th e gravest 8S well 

" as the most fi'ivolous events. 
The conversation of'the evening took a political turn, and the 

gener"al belief and opinion was, thnt all the sovereigns of Europe 
would soon unite to re-possess the .sanctuaries of the IIoly Land. 
They cven ventured to mark out the divisions that would ccrtainly 
take place when the apportionmen t of tile territories to the re
spective sovereigns should be determined on. In this division, 
Russia, they conceiy(>u, would huve possession of Constantinople j 

Austria would receive Asia J.\.finor; England the whole of Syria; 
and the French, Egypt. In reasoning on the probable conse
quences to which stich an occupation of th~ Turkish territories 
might lead, notl,ling could surpa1is the absurdity of their specula
tlons, arising from their utter ignorance of geography, as well as 
of the resources and character of the seycral nations thus enriched 
by their donations. In this I took ,t.mt little part, and avoided con
tradiction as tending to protract a conversation already' tedious 
from its length and inutility; and by thus remaining passive, an 
interval occurred which enabled me. to change the topic to one of 
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more immediate personal interest to myself, as well as on~ on which 
their opinions might really be of some valul'. 

In considering the steps most advantageous for me to pursue, 
un,er the circumstances of the moment, it was the unanimolls 
opiJion of those present, that as I could not effect a journey across 
the Deslrt to Bagdad or Bu!.sllm without a change of affairs among 
the WaT1sbee Arabs, which thf're was no ground at present to hope 
or expect, I should best effect my object by going fWIll llcnee 
straight to nam:ls(,lI~ through the llauran j and on my arrival ,It 

that city, I might more casil) tlctermine on the best moue of' fur
ther prosecuting my journey to Aleppo, and from thence, by tile 
ordinary caravan ro .. ltc, to India. In every point of' view in which 
this subject was debated, it appearcd to me not "nly the most 
"ligible, but really the onl) mode left for me to pur~\1e; 1 aC('Ol'd

jngly consented to this arrangement, and our kitHl clltertainer. 
AiooLe. uJl(lcrloo~ to write letters of rccollllHelldlitioll to several 
of his fri ends and cj!HrespOlldcnt<.; on the road, to facilitate ' my 

·progress as mudl as it might ue in their PQwcr to du so. My 
Nazarene guide, l\iaalim (';'eorg.is, and my Assalt guide, Auu Farah, 
each solicited also to accompany me thus far on my way. Th~y 

declared that, ill offering their tlcrvices, they were influenced by no 
motivcs of gain, but wi~hcd, out of' pure regard, to be my com
panions as far as Damasclis at least: aud though I could hardly give 
fuB credit'to this profession of Ull usual fi'eedolll from selfishness, yet 
I readily yie1ded to their wi~hes, a~ guides of some description 01' 

other were indispens~uJe, and more trustworthy ones than thcse J 
could hardly hope to find. Thc arrangement was. the~efol'e con
cluded; and though I doubted their entire disinterestedness, and 
knew moreover tlUlt they were too poor to be uule, e\'en if willing, 

.to serve me without reward, yet I was reluctant to !Show any distrust 
• of their zeal or attachment, and therefore suffered all mt!ntion of 

such reward to be suspendet for tIle present, tal a fitting time 
and opportunit.y should render it more acceptable to all parties. 
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My clothes having been washed for me during the aftemoon, 
I remain;m up till past'midnight, after my companions were 
.sleep, to dry them in the smoke of the embers that still remained 
from t.\le blazing fire, around which we had all passed the everUng. 

ABBa/t, Monday, March 5.-The morning broke wit1~ a heavy 
gale of wind from the S. W., accompanied by torrents of ' rain, so 
tha.t it was impossible to set out on our journey. Independently 
of the vexation cauRed by this unexpected delay, the manner in 
w~ich I was compelled to pass my time was both tedious and un
profitable. All those whose occupations were carried on wi.thin 
the house were as idle as ever, and those whose business was in .. 
the open air Were driven to their several dwellings for Rhelter. By 
this means our house was crowded with visitors during the whole 
of the day; and however thankful I might have felt towards par
ticular individuals of the place for their advice and hoseita1ity, I 
could not but feel impatient to quit a scene- where nothing new 
or useful r~mained to.learn; while<indolence, ignorance, and bigotry 
were perpetually presenting the most revolting pictures to my 
VIew. 

A"alt, Tue,day, March 6.-The rain of the preceding day 
had ceased with the S. W. wind during the night; but after a short 
interval of moderate weather, this was succeeded by as strong a 
gale from the northward, bringing with it snow and sleet, which 
rendered it equally impracticable to proceed on our intended route; 
I had therefore.the prospect of another tedious day before me, and 
was already weary with the anticipation of the tiresome task of 
passing it. 

Besides the usual circle by which our abode was certain of, 
being visited during the day, and who were also certain of entering 
on the threadbare topic of tbe Chri~tian sovereigns dividing tbe 
Turkish empire and giving the Gr~ks the pre-eminence, there 
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eame a party of Mohammedano to oee me, a. the strangel of whom 
they had heard much to excite their curiosity. The head Jf, the 
party 'was a green-tu<banned descendant of the Prophet, originally 
fr~ Egypt; but having, after the pilgrimage to Mecca, taken a 
wifJ of this part of the country, he had settled here as a trade,. 
Anothei of .the party was ap Arab doctor from Damascus, who 
had beln at Cyprus, at Alexandria, and at Tunis. Being them
selves great travellers, they had come, as they expressed it to me, 
to see one who had the courage to leave his mother's home, and 
come so far away from it as this to see the world. Each of these 
having performed the journey to Mecca as pilgrims, were called 
lIadjee, and as this title is sometimes conceded to Christians who 
have visited their 1101y city, Jerusalem, they flatt.ereU me by this 
compliment, affixing the address of Hadjee to the name of Ab· 
• 
da]Jah, by which I was usually known. The Christians, here, were 
not pleased with o.ne of their own faith beal'ing a name so purely 
l\lohammedan' as they consil1ered this to be; though in other parts 

*there are even Arab Christians not unfrequently bearing this least 
objectionable of all appellation~, "the Slave of God," and which, 
one would think, 811 sects and religions might be equally proud to 
adopt. 

If I had before be~n disgusted with the religious hatred ~d 
contempt existing between Mohammedans and Christians gene
rally, (though it is Jess oflenswe in its appearance at this place than 
I had before seen it elsewhere,) I saw enough in the morning's 
history to revive t.hat feeling with redoubled force. I was asked 
innumerable questions by each party, and requesteq. to relate what 
I had most admired among all the various wonders I had seen 
through life; but when I recounted an incident which tended to 
.portray in strong co1ours the' grFat advantages of universal phi
lanthropy and toleration, or spoke of some deed which taught or 
illustrated the value of relilous charity and mutual forbearance 
among pel'8ODS of opposite opinions in matters of faith, no one 
assented.; on the contrary, tt.e Mussu1rnan proudly exclaimed, 
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" La IlIa» ul Ullah, wa Muhammed el Russoo~ .Ullab," 'and the 
Christian as haughtily crossed himself, counted. his' beads, and 
muttered his profession of faith, each seemiag ~ost heartily to 
despise the other. When I was asked, why I traveited, the Egyp)ian 
trader said, before I mnde any reply, that it must no doubt ife to 
increase my stock of knowledge; th~ Arab doctor frQm ~~a8cu8 
said, that being wise enough already, it was more probable that 
my object was to conect information in the country of the Turks 
to transmit to my sovereign, to ' be serviceable in some meditated 
conquests; while the Christian contended, that it must be also 
with a view to enquire into the state of Christianit3' in these parts, 
with a vjew to the ultimate purification of the faith of the Church. 

The Chrlstian visitors at length dropped off one by onc, and 
I was left alone with the Mohammedans, who, though more prou~, 
from a consciousness of superiority, were neither so ignorant nor 
so bigotted as their Christian neighbours, and were therefore much 
more agreeable companions. Not long aftf.'r this, they again came in 
one by one as they had lett, and general conversation was resumed; 
in which political subjects were most prominent. The Egyptian 
affected to despise Napoleon for having abjured his faith and made 
a public profession of J\1"ohammedanism at Cairo, which he thought 
was as unwise as it was contemptible, since it could have deceived 
no man of sound judgment or orthodox :Mussuhnan. The Chris
tians admitted that this was at leas. a doubtful virtue; but they 
thought him entitled to the highest praise for his attempt to rescue 
the Holy Land from infidel dominion. Both parties agreed only" 
in one thing, that of extolling the English; yet the Mohammedans 
considered them unjustifiable in their attempts to restore the old 
King of France, whom they understood to be an ideot; and the 
latter thought they had done wickedly in dethroning the Emperor. 
to make room for the Bourbons, since the eyes of all the Christian , 
world had';n their estimation been directed to Buonaparte, 88 the 
only hope left for the redemption of Jerusalem. , 
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The weather "began to abate in sevprity towards t~ evening, 
and promised a fair morrow. After our party broke up, therefore, 
I made arrangem~ntt for our rising early, in the hope that Lhe next 
su~wo\1]d sec us on our way. 

JVtInesday, March 7.-\Ve arose early, as the weather was now 
fine, but from the delay always inseparahle from the first starling on 
a new journey, it was eight o'clock before we had. mounted. our 
horses to set out. I was accompanied on this occasion hy l\la.l
lim Georgis, my former guide from Nazareth, and Abu Farah, my 
late escort towards Karak; and as we moved from the door of onr 
rlwelling: we received the good wishes and parting benedictions of 
all the people of the town, both Christians and l"loh~mmedalls. 

On leaving AssaIt, we went up to the northward, through a 
beautifully wooded country, passing in our wayan armed troop of 
thirtecn Arabs on .foot, just bJ"Qing out on a plundering excursion, 
and in half an hour we gaincd the summit of the hill that we had 
• 
heen asccnding. From this point we had a fine view of the Va1ley 
of Jordan, which is called by.the Arabs of this part, Ghorc, 3n(1 
\¥ii.di Stczihiin , and the river is still called El Sherccah. 

Descending from this eminence, but still going in a northerly 
direction, we passed the ~eputcd tomb of Osha-el..:Nebbt·, or .JOShlfA 

the Prophet, leaving it a little on our lett. Seven ruined villages, 
a hewn cistern or reservoir f()r water, and other marks of former 
populousness were scpn by us also in the early part of this route. 
In half an hour from the commencement of our journey we came 
to Zey, a ruined tOWIl, in which were some few pillars, many pri
vate buildings originally constructed of large stones, but now com
plete1y demolished and growl! over with trees, \tith a very perfect 

.aa"rcophagus, ornamented with .scu1pture and of the usual size. 
Near to this spot are an abundance of pines growing in a dayey 
soil: and I was assured that~ this was a favourite haunt of wild 
boars, whic:h I could easi ly cre<Jit, as there were a. number of places 

" 
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then visi"le in which they had but very recently muzzled up the 
fresh earth in search of roots as food. 

In the course of onr descent, the position of n smaH building 
called the tomb of Ooda-el-Ncbbe was pointed out to me on ~he 
top of a hill which hangs over the valley of Jernsh, and bore from us 
N.E. hy E. hy compass, distant prohably ahout fift.een miles in R 

straigh t line. ' 
An hour's ride from Zcy brought us to Ullao, a Christiau 

town, very recently deserted j as it was the town in which Aioobe 
the merchant of Assalt was born and brought up to manhood :-it 
is now, however, entirely in ruins. Near it arc sOI.ue old caves of 
burial, as well as hewn quarries, which probably fUl'Ilished the stone 
used in the dwellings, all of which are built 0(' that material. On 
the west of this, and at the :l.pparent distance of'two miles, we saw 
Kufi' Ulm, another town also recently desert<.'u and f..'lllcll illto 
rums. The whole of this tract is called Bclkah, until it reaches 
the I'i\'er or brook of Zcrkah, when the district end.s, and to the 
north of it commences the dist.iet of Jebel Adjeloon. Ullan 
appears to have been an ancient site, from the abundance of' nne 
brok en pottery scattered around. it, of a quality flU superior to any 
in modern use ill these countries, and one of the most frequent 
and unerring indications of an early arid populous settlement. 
The spot is now used as a place of burial for the Arabs of the sur
rounding country, who Jive in tents, and who are half cultivators 
and half Bedouins. 

Delow this site of Ullan, we passed ove'r a light red soiJ and 
a reddish sand Rtone, with green turf and an abundance of scarlet 
flowers, similar to those we had seen in such plenty in our way 
over the plains near Amman and towards Oom¥el-Russas. These 
I now learnt were called by the Arabs, Berrakoot; they are con-,. 
sidered to yield an excellent remedy for asthma and coughs; to 
effect which the Bowers are boiled in 'a small quantity of water, and 
the decoction sweetened with sugar, and drank by the patient, to 
whom it is said to afford speedy and\effectual relief. 
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In half an hour after passing through Ullan, we came to a 
sister town called Sihhiin. This i::l hlrgcr than the former onc t 
and besides being di~tinguisheu, like the other, by an abundance of 
broken pottery scattered around its site, we noticed some grottos 
in t~e neighbourhood. with fragments of the rustic masonry of the 
Roman~ and the pedestal of.a column, which intlicnted the former 
existence of some architectural works of a public nature. This 
spot is also now used as a place of burial by the tented Arabs of 
the surrounding country, and on the graves arc observed numcr
Ol...S propitiatory offerings and tokens in memory of' the tenants of 
the graves. 

Our road still continued in a direction of north-cast, and dc
scenuctl to a lower level (18 we proceeded, when, fitter a ritle of' 
ahollt thl'ec .. quartcrs of an hoUl' ovel' a light red soil, we passed . . 
:mddenly Jown mto a Jeep vnlley or glen, between UHakoom and 
Sumia, two ruined villages all the hills on em:h side oC U'S, about a 
mile npart from each other. From hence the position of lloor

-mah was pointed out to me, in.a northern direction, on the siue 
of Jebel Adjeloon. I believe this to be a different pronuncltltion 
of the same namc, which on· lily formcr way fi'om Jerusalem to 
.Tcrash was called. Doorzah, as they were beyond doubt one alld 

the same place. 
In an hour alHI a half from this, still descemling, we went 

down over a steep slope to the passage of the Zcrkah. It had 
heen for some time gathering, and now began to rain heavily, with 
thunder and lightnitig, 80 that we had the prospect of a most 
uncomfortable ride before us; it wus now, however, too late to 
seek shelter or retrE!at, of which I was rather glad, for had the rain 
fallen within the first hour of our leaving AssaIt, my companions 

. would no doubt have retraceo. their steps, and I should have been 
detained another clay or two, if not more. The stream of the 
Zerkah was in this place de~p and rapid, and it was not without 
difficulty that we swam our horses across, although the breadth 
was inconsiderable. We sawJ!ere several encampments of A1'abs 

R 2 
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in their black hair tents, and noticed some caves aud grottos exca
vated LJy the earlier inhabitants of these parts in the caves above. 
On the hill to the east of Zerkah were als~ pointed out to me 
more than fitly ruined vjJlages, the names of which were repe~ted 
to mc, but heing unable to writP. t.hem on the spot tllCY were 'soon 
forgotten. . 

'Vc ascended from hence northerly over steep hills und a 
dayey soil, in which wild oJives and numerous other trees were 
growing; and in about an hour after passing the Zerkah, we came 
to a ruined vi1lage called Alamoom, about an hour's distance to 
the cast of Boorma or lloorza. The rain here cCj.scd, and afler 
the brilliance and freshness that it had throwll over all j be vegeta
ble creation. t!lC \·iew on its ciP1lTing up was at once ~uul ime an (1 
beautifu1. The features of' t.he country were slIch as 1 have already 
described there in my former visit to .Terash j uut on this occasion 
they dcrivcd a new charm li'om the sta.tc of thc atmosphcre, and 
lookcd like the most lively part or creation in It ncw dress. 

Direcling our conrse llIore c'lsterly, we eame in hall' all IlOur 
to the ruined town of IIamsa, whc!,c we observcd IlHllly lIlouel'll 

graves, Ulld a Inrgc uuilding with a pointed arch. \Ve passed on 
the side of these ruins, without going through tll(.'l11, leaving them 
a littlc on the right of our path, and !tnt! then Oil our len. the ruined 
towns of Jejazy on the side of a hiJl, and Ghiddery above it. Jebel 
Asswete was pointed out to thc eastward, that being thc name 
giVCH to a district like those of Hclkah and AJjclooll. In this 
district of' Jebel Asswete were said to be 366 ruined towns and 
villages, now entirely desertt:d, anu nol even occasionally visited 
by Beuouin Ar~bs in the course of their wanderings. This form 
of expression is, I believe, ollen used merely to signify a great 
number j but even supposing the towns to have been only as 
numerous in the district of Assy./ete as we have evide~ce of their 
having been in Belkah and Adjeloon, there is scarcely any portion 
of the country that could have been more peopled than these three 
provinces in the time of their greattst prosperity. 




