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Jejazy on the hill is small and of a modern date, thoUgh now 
in ruins: the only things noticed there, besides the remains of'the 
Ilwellings, wel'e a nuTftber of mill-stones llsed in the grinding of 
corn" Ghiddery, which stands ahove it, is, howcycr, larger nnd of 
older 'date, its site being now almost grown over \'lith trees. 'Vc 
saw here ,everal beautiful crested hoopoes, and a numuer of l:lrge 
pnrtridgeo, ~s well as numerous Hocks of' the pigeons before !:teen 
and described in a former journey to .Ternsh, on passing thl'Dugh 
the village of Roof: These pigeons arc nearly double the size 
of the common pigeon of Europe, ami arc nearly all distin­
guished by OJ. tiwe rich blue plumage. They are llClJ in such 
esteem as food, that at So01: where I had first seen them, they 
blind one of tllem as a uecoy-bird hy thrusting a needle into its 
(>j~es. and drawing a tlll'cad from olle eye to tl)(' otllcr, after which 
they arc put into tmp-cages to allure and elltice others into the 
~Hlal'e, It was said also, that they wt!re birds of passage, being 
known to go to Abyssinia in the end of the spring, to stay there 
d~lring the rainy se:J!ol011 of that conlltry, and return again to these 
mountains to enjoy the winter l'n.jns here. 

Ascending the hill over It clayey soil, we soon reached tll (; 
summit, and found that thc firs whit:h clothed these clevntetl spols 
grew larger and larger as· we approached the pinnacle. Hnd then 
again dwindled in size as we dcscendctl. It n'lIS within all h01l1' 

after our passing the summit and going over the north-eastern side 
of the hill that we ('am~ to Dibbecn, a modem town, tht! uuildings 
of which were distinguished by their Saracen or pointc(l arc'hes. 'Vc 
found it entirely dest.·rteu, its inhabitnllts having take.n refuge frolll 
the extortiOll& of' Syrian governors and tilt> incursions of plundering 
Arabs, in Assa]t nnd other strong and independent towns of' tlI£' 
Haurnn. Th.ere were originully ll.ot more than ]00 separate habi­
tations in this plnce, and these were small and of inferior con­
struction, but there fire now tew remaining perfcct c\'cn of that 
small nnmber. 
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Fr,\m this spot the reputed tomb of Ooda-el-Nebbe was 
again seen, over the Valley of Jerash, bearing nearly east of us, 
and n small party of Arabs were encamped ~elow. We sti1l con­
tinued to descend over the slope of the hill to the northward, our 
way being through pines and other trees, and we passed on our 
left the ruined villages of Nahaly, Ueymoon, and Witkitty. J was 
here called out of my path by one of my companions to see what 
he called the Hadjar N ufook, a stone that was said to cover an 
opening in the rock close by us, from which a large quantity 
of gold had been taken out some time ago by Muggrebin magi­
cians from the west. This was a tale so commQ}~, and applied to 
sudl variolls and distant spots, that J had become too much accus­
tomed to he'lu it to pny the l(;a~ l aLLcntion to slich a narrative. 

In an hour afterwards, we came to a valley in wldch ran It 

small stream said to discharge itself into the Zerkah. This valley 
and stream collectively is called \Vcidi Nahaly. It must once 
han' been deemed of some importance, as there are still seen here 
the ruins of two aqueducts, caDed Towahccn; they arc cvidcnUy 
both ancient works: one of them has a single arched passage 
heneath it, about 30 feet high, and is now covered with leaves and 
creeping plant s on both sirles j the other has its surface encrusted 
with Iar~e ma::.scs of' petrifactions exactly like the cisterns at 
Ra~-('I-Ain, the aqueduct of Tyre, and the northern baths of Ti­
berias. There had been a modern settlement also near the spot, 
which is now, however, quite deserted, and only a few of the dwell-
. . 
mgs remain. 

From hence we ascended in an easterly direction over a stony 
ground, and noticed a number of olive trees, not growing wildly 
and spontaneously, as we had seen them before, but planted here, 
and said to have belonged to the dwellings below. On the left we 
passed the ruined village of Deer, and the villages of MeJj, and 
Megibbely to the north of it; and in an hour from the aqueduct 
of Towaheen, which most probably conveyed water to Jerash, we 
reached that city, this being the tli;rd time of my visiting it, having 
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travelled from Assalt for about eight hours, or not more than 
thirty. two miles, in a north-east direction. 

As it was now SUilset, my companions were as much disposed 
as myself to halt; and we fixed on the ruins of Jerash for t.he place 
of oui repose. In entering the city from the west, by tile outer 
gate, we o,bserved several sarcpphagi, and [ inferred. from thence 
that in this quarter there was also a necropolis: though in my 
former visit we had met with a large assemblage of tombs in an­
other and opposite qual'tc>r, and more remote from the city walIs. 
On the south-west of the outer entrance to the city, and 011 the 
south-east side, we observed several tombs excavated in the rock, 
to the number of twenty at least.., rescrnbling in general appearance 
those seen at Oom Kais: some of which, like the tombs at that 
I)l~ce also, had apparently been used, and that very l'eeently, as 
places of shelter and Imbitation j ncar one of them was the ti'ag­
mellt of a stone door, but neither of them were closed. . 

"Ve passed up through the centre of the city, aud made our 
halt at the large square building c?ll1jectnred to be a hath, wl.ieh 
stands on the cast of the north~TlImost theatre, amI west of tJIP 

stream in the vaHey. The part covered with a circular dome gav.'! 
LIS alld our horses shelter, although three of its sides were opell ; 
we had firewood, provisibns, and water with us, so that we wen' 
well off; making a hearty supper, and smoking our pipes in an 
arched recess, which we called the Horse-shoe Arch from its shape, 
at the south-west angle of the interior. 

After supper I e~joyed a fine moonlight walk alone through 
these magnificent ruins, and only regretted the WR!lt of a com­
panion to share with me the feelings which so impressive a scene 
inspired. In the two former visits, we were so hurried that there 
was scarcely time to note any thing, and still less to examine, to re­
Hect, and to compare. Circumstan'ces having, however, most unex­
pectedly brought me to this interesting spot for a third time, I was 
determined to make the most of so favourable an opportunity for 
bringing away a fuller and morl accurate account of its remmns 
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than it had been possible to do on the former occasions already 
alluded to j as very few persons were likely, for some time to come 
at least, to possess so good an opportunity,.. even in a projected 
,'iait to this place, as would be afforded me by merely halting a , 
night at it, in a direct journey from Assail to Damascus, 88 n spot 
just onc day's distanl'c from our pla!!c of starting, and in.,the com­
mon route between these two places. 

I did not return to the spot fixed on for OUI' repose, until near 
midnight, having gon£, over and examined a]ol1(', nearly every part 
of the prindpal edifices by moolllight~ and seen much that had 
escaped nle before; and when I returIled, I foung that my guides. 
who were still awake, had given me lip as lost, or robbeu, or mur­
dereu: thOlt~h. as might well be expected, I had met with no 
liyiug being; in my ramble, not even the guardian bird to whose 
cal'(' the people of Soof assured Wi on a former visit tha.t the 
preservation of the uurled treasures was (.'onfided. 

As "there was It large fire still bla:ting in the Horse-shoe Arch 
ill which we had taken up our" quarters for the night, I scrawled 
my name, with the dute, on the in,ner waJI near where we sat; and 
the inference drawn by my credulous and suspicious companions, 
from this simple act, was, that I had actually found the place in 
which the hidden treasures of .lerash were concealed, and that this 
discovery WHS mnde during my moonlight ramble alone, which 
fully accounted to them for my absence, as well as for my going out 
without them; and that this writing on the wall was but the com­
mencement of the incantations which I was about to perform, for 
the purpose 0.t' raising the buried gems and gold, and enriching 
myself for c\-"er! 

.Jet'a6h, Tlw1'sday, March 8.- After midnight we divided 
ourselves into three watches, as our situation was thought to be 
one exposed to danger; and, as we1decided the order of our suc­
cession by drawing lots, it feU to my chance to keep the third, or 
morning guard, MaUim Georgis t~e second or middle watch, and 
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Abu }' iirah the fir.t, or from twelve till two o'clock. D'!ring these 
first two hours, the old sentry, then at hls post, kept me awake by 
his songs; for, having a blazing fire before him, ~ coffee pot near, 
and a full purse of tobacco for his pipe, he cheered the solitude of 
the moment, and gave vent at the same time to the satisfaction of 
his heart, by chanting the legendary songs of his youth. When 
Georgis was aroused from his slumbers, fo r li e slept most soundly 
notwithstanding c\'ery obstacle, the old Abll Farah lay down to 
take his repose. It mllst have been about three o'clock, for it was 
full three hours before the day broke, when we were ·suddenly 
awakened by our temporary guardian. who crossed h imself twenty 
times jn the midst of his recital, and told us, with !ihortened breath , 
a tale of robbers, lind horses, and mllskcts, and lat1ces, which he 
~itered in so interrupted a manner, that l"ii.rah and myself, thus 
suddenly rOllsell from our sleep, could srarcely understand what 
\\'n~ mcunt. \Ve were ollly aware that some imminent danger, or, 
at IC"nst. t.he n))pl'chension of it, must have been the cause of our 
being dist.urbeu i and we, therefore, sE'ized our muskets to prepare 
for uefence. \Vhile thus Oll our gnard , we learnt from our 
affrighted companion that, during the middle watch of the night, 
one of our horse~ had been stolen; and t hat this had occasioned 
him to awake us. ' Ve 1ft.. first accuseu him of sleeping on his post, 
which he stoutly denied, with many appeals to the Virgin and St. 
George for the truth of his story; and, AS if to convince us beyond 
all doubt of his not having even slumbered on his guard, he con­
tessed that he had b~en a silent spectator of the whole transaction 
from beginning to end. H e said, that soon aRe,r his taking the 
look ont, he saw a party of five men approaching the ruined build­
ing in which we had taken shelter, two of them leading their 
horses, and the other three without horses, but all on foot. The 
horsemen, h~ said, walked up o.~d down, to and fro, like Franks 
who are always restless and· in motion, while the three men on 
toot approached the place of our halt, each having a musket in his 
haud. One of these, he addld, then came close to the huilding, 

s 



130 FURTHER DETENTION AT ASSALT, 

and removing the bushes with which we had blocked up the en­
trnnce to ~ne of the arches, took out from thence with great cau­
tion and silence the horse that stood nearest to the aperture. 
During all this time the prudent GeOl"gis pretended to be asleep: 
but thinking it might have some effect upon the robbers, whon; he 
was afraid to encounter openly, to sl)ow symptoms of being dis­
turbed, he turned round upon his side, 8S if half awakened by the 
noise; and the robbers themselves being quite as desirous of' avoid­
ing a contest, provided they cou1<l secure any thing without the 
risk of personal danger, walked silently off with their prize ; nor 
was it until the party were quite out of sight and .bearing that we 
were apprized of our Joss! 

I saw in 2iJis inlitnncc, n very ~l l iking picture of the Arab cha· 
racter. The (ohhrrs themselves, though nearly twice our number. 
and we too asleep, were afraid to atlack us openly; while our 
compan ion, who then heJO tIle post of looking out, witnessed all 
in silence, being equally afraid of rousing his smallcr party for 
defence. The plunderers were salisfied to gain a small booty with­
out injury, while the plundered was ready to make a sacrifice of 
part of his property, for the sake of' securing the same desirable 
blessing, a whole skin. Had the one pushed his attempts further, 
a skirmish at least might ha,"c ensued j and if the other had given 
a timely alarm, our 1ittle force might have been exerted to repel 
the attack j so that, in either case, death or wounds might probably 
have followed an encounter. As it luckily happened, the horse 
that was stolen belonged to Mallim Georgis himself: ami was worth 
between 3 and tOO piastres; but instead of blaming his own weak­
ness for suffering it to be taken away, without nn effort even of 
resistance, he expressed great contrition for his sins, and believed 
this loss to be a judgment from heaven lor some neglect of re­
ligious duty of which he had bee~ guilty, some breaking of • fast, 
or some indulgence of his evil passio'ns. 

We did not sleep, of course, during the remainder of the 
mOrbing, but continued debating ttl", affair, and putting oune\ves 
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in a better state of preparation, for the possible return of these 
successful plunderers, whom we determined to meet at- their next 
visit, if they should. venture to make another, with arms in our 
hands. The ruined building in which we slept being open on 
three sides, we conceived it highly probable that the light of the 
fire had attracted the robbers from afar; and although it was now 
but of little use to remove the cause, after its effect had been pro~ 
duced, the fire was put out, which left us to suffer considerably 
from the piercing cold of the morning, with a hoar frost whitening 
the whole of the surrounding country. 

As W~ could not well pursue our journey so expeditiously, with 
one of our part) all foot, as if we were all mounted, it was 
agreed that we should. go down to olle of the villag1i6 in the valley 
of Adjeloon, where Georgia had some frip-ntls and relations residing, 
under the hope of procuring from some of these, the loan of a mare 
for his use during the remainder of our way, or an advance of 
money for the purchase of one, if none could be otherwise obtained. 
I would wi1lingly have dispense,] with the services of these men 
altogether, had it been possible; but every day we met with !:imaU 
parties of two, four, and halfa"dozen, who would have been ready 
to insult and even plumIer an unprotected stranger, hut who gave 
us always friendly salutes when they saw my guides, as these were 
personally known to some persons or other in almost every town 
and village of'the country, and were therefore able at once to enter 
on a friendly conversation with half the people we met. The ad­
vantage of having sHch guides as these, was therefore considerable, 
as in their company I could pUliS in safety, where arms alone, 
unless in great force, would never have secured my way: and while 
they were with me, I was as certaill of a kind and hospitable re­
ception among l\Iohammedans as among Christians, each of these 
being apparently glad to profit ·by the Mallim's learning, anu to 
consult him as a sort of orac~ on th~ signs of the times, as well as 
to learn from Abu 'Farnh the state of the roads, the encampments 
of Arabs, the removal of fairsJor markets, and all the local news of 

s 2 
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the district which no one was more competent to give : the first of 
these mcr} being the most ce1ebrated Seer, and the last, perhaps, 
the most complete and experienced Itinerant i.n the whole country. 

'Vhile our morning coffee was preparing, I ventured out with 
my compass and note-book, to take sets of bearings for the 
correction of the plan of the city, which I could now enjoy an 
opportunity of doing, without any interruption and with but little 
delay. Starting at daylight I had hoped to have done all I wishd 
by eight or nine o'dock, but one object led to another, so that it 
was nearly noon before I completed the peregrination of the prin­
cipal quarters of the city. By in cessant and l1nw~aried assiduity 
during this period, I was enabled to sketch the ground plans of four 
new edifices, take seven separat.e sets of bearings frolll different 
buildings by compass, and copy some Greek inscriptions from an 
altar, a column, and the frieze of a temple, making besides upward~ 
of ten closely written pages of notes, on the several portions that 
struck me as worthy of remarking on as I went along. * 

• The whole of this, which formed a far greater body of materials respecting J erash, 
than M r. Bankes and IHyselfhad been able td collect during our fi rst hasty Ilnd inter­
rupted yisits, I thought it advisable to incorporate in the account given of the ruins of 
that city, in the Travels in Palestine, already before the public, in order to make it as 
complete' as possible, Rnd 10 gratify, us wel l as I could. without deluy, th e curiosity of 
all who desired to know whatever could be communicntoo respecting these recelllly 
discovered and highly interesting remains. Insteud, therefore, of rf'peating in this 
p~ tile portiOIi of information collected on lJ,j ~ lhird \'isit 1,0 J erosh, J must refer tile 
reader to the more comprehensive general account of its ruins, COlltained in the Travels 
in Palestine already referred to; where it occupies about sixty pages, accompanied by 
a ground plan of tbe city, and many of its separate edifices, drown entirely from the 
notes, bearings, and measurements taken by myself on Lilis last occaaioll. 
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CHAP. VII!. 

FROM JERA SH TO THE VALLEY AND CASTLE OF AI¥ELOON. 

IT was about noon when we left Jerash, quitting it now by the 
western wall. Proceeding westerly for about an hour, and going 
over rocky ground, w~ came to the village of Kittey, which is a 
modern station, entirely occupied by Mohammedans. It h8s good 
water, an excellent soil, and an abundance of olive. trees near it, 
with about fifty separate dwelling houses. 

Proceeding more northerly, but over the S8me kind of rocky 
bTI'Ollnd, we came, in another hour,_ to Eremoon. At this place we 
found a well-huilt Mohammedan tomb, with a reservoir for water 
and a large spreading tree near' it, on which, as well as at the door 
of the tomb itself, were suspeoped tokens of devotion in various 
shapes. Near it, was also a delerted mosque, with pillars on the 
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inside, and a tolerably good exterior, with a smaH inscribed tablet 
halfway' up the wa1l, on the northern face of the building. There 
were many tre-es in the surrounding soil, and a population that 
appeared to be in as comfortable circumstances as peasants and 
labouTPTS ever are in these ill-governed and improvident countries, 
where it is literally the custom to , take no heed for the morrow, 
but to let the day provide for itself. 

\Ve ascended a steep hill on leaving this spot, and in half 
an hour after quitting it, passed by a place called Ahheatherah, 
which, from the large size of the stones of which its buildings were 
constructed, and the great abundance of fragments of fine pottery 
scattered around it, indicated an ancient site, whose vcry ruin must 
have been fLt some femote period, as it was quite grown over 
with trees. 

Being now near the summit of Jebel Adjcloon, we could see, 
fi'om this elevation, the deep valley of the Zerkah, with its stream 
winding from the S. E. to the ·N. ,~r. The head of this stream is 
said to rise near Ammiin, and to form the brook that runs through 
the ruins of that city. From oU,r present position we eould also 
obscrve, that on the summit of Jebel Asswete, there was an ele­
vated plain like that of Belkah, which we had passed over on our 
way from Assalt to Oom-cl-Russiis. Beyond this again, to the 
eastward, is the lower plnin of the Hallrun, which is said to be even 
more thickly covered with ruined cities and towns than either of 
the districts already traversed in this once abunduntly peopled, 
and now comparatively desolate, region. . 

On turning our way round the top of this elevated point of 
Jebel Adjeloon, we shaped our course more northerly; the soil 
being still clay, with sand and limestone intermixed, and the whole 
covered with firs and other tret's. From what I observed here, it 
would seem, that in these high 'regions, and remote from the sea­
coast, the wind blew most frequeritly, and with greater strength, 
from the northward than from any other quarter, 8S the largest trees 
were all much bent to the southw~rd, and in a manner so uniform 
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that could have only been effected by long prevailing winds; yet 
it is remarkable, that alI along the Syrian shore, southerly winds 
prevail throughout the largest portion of the year. On the left of 
our present route was a western branch of the same chain of hills, 
stretching out from that on which we rode, and thickly covered 
with wood; and in the va1ley below, a few ruins of some old place, 

• 
which my guides named Huzzar. 

Proceeding now in nearly a N. W. direction, we came, in half 
an hour, upon the site of old ruins, which bore the name of' Oom­
el...Telood, the remains of which were now grown over with trees. 
In its neigl1bourhood were flne corn-fields, in which the young 
corn had begun to appear; and near to the site of the town there 
still remained a nne fountain of water, and the portion<>f an ancient 
p~ved road. V\'c continued to ascend over a hill covered with the 
same kind of trees as those abounding near Assalt, which were 
there caBed Finjan, but were here pronounced Sinjan trees; they 
were covered on the bark by a rich and beautiful moss. 
• From the summit of the hill .we could see Mounts Tabor and 

Hermon, with the hill in the ho!low of which Nazareth is seated, 
bearing N. W. over the Valley of the Jordan. Here, too, we first 
obtained a sight of the castle and valley of Adjeloon. From hence 
we descended to the westward, and came, in half an hour, to the 
village of Anjerah. There was a Roman al'ched well, which stood 
near the entrance of tllis village, and fin e corn-fields and olive_ 
grounds close to the houses, whirh pleasingly relieved the picture. 
\iVe alighted here to take coffee and enquire the news of the road; 
but lea.rnt nothing worthy of notice. The village itself was a 
flourishing one, and the people apparently industrious 8'l1d happy: 
the population was estimated at about 500 Moslems, and twenty 
Christian families. The castle of Adjeloon, in its general appear­
ance, resembled that of Ass.lt; ana below it, at the foot of the hill 
on whose summit it stood, wls pointed out to us the village of 
Arrbuhbudth, now deserted and in fuins, while in the vaHey DeRr 
this, stood the villages of Adjel<fon and Ain Jerr.h. 
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We descended, after leaving Anjerah, and passed through a 
rich and' beautiful wood scenery, with grottos in the cliffs, large 
masses of fallen rock, moss-covered stones avd old trees, that pre­
sented the most picturesque assemblage of objects; and, after 
going in a westerly direction for half an hour, we came to Cufr 
Injey, a village approached through corn-fields and olive grounds. 
The scenery of OUf ride over the m~untain 'of Adjeloon, and more 
particularly down its western side, when we first obtained 8 sight 
of the castle on the opposite hill, and the whole aspect of the fine 
valley below, was equal in beauty to any portion of this richly 
varied country that I had yet beheld. • 

We halted at Cuii- Injey, and alighted at the house of a 
Nazarene, numpci Maalim Yakouhc, who had settled here as a 
schoolmaster, doctor, and worker in metals, and who was thought 
to be the most clever man to be found in all the country, for many 
miJes round. \Ve met with a very kind reception from this 
worthy person, and between himself and my companions, as well 
as between them and various .. visitors of the village, who hit! 
collected around us almost before 'ye alighted, there were exchanged 
all those cordht) salutations, kissings, and greetings, for which the 
Arabs are so remarkable. Maalim Yakoube, who was a young 
man of rather a handsome person, waS unusually well dressed, 
with two fine cloth pelisses, of bright red and blue colours, and 
wore a rich shawl turban, while his wife and infant child were 
literally laden with gold and silver ornaments, so that his triple 
profession must have been a profitable one,' The dwelling of this 
family was like all the abodes that I had yet seen, for persons in 
moderate €!ondition; namely, a raiseq portion for the members of 
the family, and a lower part for the household stock and cattle. 
The workshop in which the silver and gold of the peasants were 
worked up' into rudely fashioned ornaments for their women and 
children, a. well .. the school in 'which the latter were flogged 
into a knowledge of readipg and writing. stood near the house, so 
tbkt the establishment Wat all urjder the eye of the ma_ 'and 
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conveniently seated also for his domestic comfort. There were 
only two Christians in the place besides our host, and· as these 
were not present ampng the groupe that surrounded us on our 
arrival, they were scnt for, when the kissing and greeting of our 
first meeting was again repeated. 

After we had satisfied the curiosity of our Mohammedan 
visitors, they gradually dispersed; and being now left alon(" or 
with Christian companions only, the conversation became more 
free nnd ullconstrained than while they were present. The suhjects 
touched on wer(' chiefly religious and political, and the beaten 
ground of the p.artilion of the Turkish empire among the sove­
reigns of Christendom, was trodden again with renewed zeal, the 
.Maalim Yakoube taking a warm and lively interest in .he prospects 
of future emolument and advancement which such n scene opened 
t6 his aspiring hopes. Our supper consisled of a dish of rice, peas, 
aJlll onions, all stewed together in oil; and ungrateful as such a mess 
must naturally be to an English palate, my appetite was rendered 
!«) keen by hunger, that I litcrall)i: and truly enjoyed it, and made 
a ltt·art.y meal. By way of dessert, some walnuts aud dried figs 
wei e afterwan]s served to us, besides a very curious article, prv­
bauly resembling the dried wine of the ancients, which they are 
said to have preserved jn- cukes. Those of which we now partook 
might also be called wine-cakes: they were of the shape of a 
cucumber, and were made out of the fcrmenteu juice of the grape 
formed into a jelly, and in this state wound round a central thread 
or"the kernel of walnuts; the pieces of the nuts thus forming a sup­
port lor the outer coat ofje]]y, which uecame harder as it dried, and 
would keep, it was said, fresh and good for many months, forming a 
welcome treat at all times: 'and being particularly well adapted for 
sick or delicate persons, who might require some grateful provisions 
capable of' being carried in a smin compass, amI without risk of 
injury on a journey. . 

During the conversation of the e~ening, I learnt that the 
popwatioD of this village w" l.bout 400. all of whom were Mo­

T 



IS8 FROM JERASH TO THE vAd£y 

hammedans, except our smaH party; and though governed by 8 

Mohammedan sheikh, the consideration and comfort enjoyed by 
the very few Christians residing here, evinc~d a degree of toler­
ation that was fur from usual, and would bardJy anywhere be found 
except in places like this and AssaIt, remote from the immediate 
influence of the authorities of larger towns. All the viHages in 
this district of Adjeloon were, however, tributary to the Pasha of 
Damascus, though lightly taxed, and Assalt was the first town, 
going to the southward, that was entirely independent of his do­
mmton. Even the Bedouins, who come in to encamp on this 
fertile country, and of which there were now many who had pitched 
their tents on the hills, the vallies, and the strea~s, pay a yearly 
tribute, from.J.hcir flocks and heros. t.o the same authority. Some 
few, indeed, dispute its payment, as I remember to have seen on 
the banks of the .Jordan, when soldiers from Tiberias had been 
sent to collect the t.ribute due; but this is seldom attempted 
except by large and powerful tribes, or branches of them, who can 
enforce their refusal by effectual. resistance. ,-

The castle of AdjeJoon, in size, situation, and construction, 
resembles that at Assalt, and was said here to be like that at 
Karak also. They appear to be all old Roman works, with Sara­
cen additions and repairs at subsequent periods. It has a fine 
commanding situation, with a deep well tor water within, and a 
broad ditch for defence without. It is, however, but poorly 
garrisoned, as there were, at this moment, only ten soldiers in it 
from Damascus, these leading 50 idle a life, that, as flU' as protection 
01' utility was concerned, it was thought they might as weJ1 have 
been absent as present; and there are neither cannon, ammunition, 
or provisions, kept within the walls. 

I learnt- also during our evening's conference, that about nine 
hours' journey to the N. W. of' this, was a place, called by some, 
Tub kut Fehhel, and by others Jerim Moaz or Mooze, where there 
were ruins of' an ancient city, with a few fragments of broken pillars 
and five or six tombs, like tnase of Oom Kais, with stoDe doors 
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still standing, and sarcophagi within them. These ruins are about 
two hours to the eastward of Beisan, the ancient Scythopolis, but 
on the east side of tg.e Jordan; after crossing which, in R straight 
line from Beisan, the way up is by ascending the eastern hills, 
when the tombs are met with about half an hour after beginning to 
ascend. I was assured that no European had ever yet been there, 

• and that the place was we]] worth a traveller's visit j but 1 had 
other objects to pursue, and was compelled to content myself with 
seeing only such places as actually lay in my way, or through which 
th~ route I was now pursuing necessarily led. 

Con InjeYI at which we made our halt for the night, lies 
nearly west from Jer8sh, about five hours' journey, or twenty miles; 
and from the nearest part of the .Tordan it is about-the same dis­
tance east. It is about fifteen hours' journey from Nazareth, which 
bears N. N. VI. ii'om hence, and is considered a good day's journey 
for a horseman, Leing perhaps from forty to forty-five miles by 
the road, and from thirty to thirty .. five in a straight line. Qom 
'iais lie'S north of this about twelv.e hours' journey, and EI Hhussan, 
the first point of entrance into the Huuran, is in a N.E. direction, 
distant about eight hours or thirty-two miles. 

Cufo' Injc.y, Friday,·Mar('/t 9.- The object of our visit to this 
place being to procure a horse for one of my guides, Mallim 
Georgis, in lieu of the onc stolen from him at Jerash, some time 
was spent in the morning and much difficulty experienced in the 
search after one, in which we were even at last unsuccessful; but 
the kindness of our entertainer, Yakoube, soon relieved us from 
our disappointment, by his granting to Georgis the use of his own 
mare, and the loan of a small sum of money for the way. to 
replace what he had lost, and serve his purpose as far as Damascus. 
] engaged to remunerate him fat this, .on our arrival at that city; 
but the act itself was neveltheless one of great kindness, and 
evinced a confidence which would not be reposed in a perfect 
stranger in more ci vilised couftries. 

T 2 
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We breakfasted with the family on a variety of excellent 
dishes, among which were included walnuts, figs, and a dried jelly 
of wine, about the consistence of a cake of portable soup, which 
we found both agreeable and exhilarating, After break!a.t, the 
several members of the family repaired to their respective duties. 
The doer brother of Yakoube, a young lad of about fifteen yeaTs 
of age, went out into the school, wllt!re he heard the boys read 
and repeat their lessons, and at the same time occupied himself in 
the manufacture of some metal bracelets, at a bench fittP.f1 with 
an anvil, vice, and all the conveniences of a regular workshop. 
The second br-other, a lad of about twelve years 019, drove Ollt the 
cattle to glaZe, and attended at the same time to the feeding of the 
mare and thclI}Joultry. The wife repaired to the kneading tl'Ough, 
to make the usual portion of daily bread for the consumption of 
the lamily j and the husband sat down to copy a manuscript book: 
of Arabic prayers us€'u in the service of the Greek church of 
Syria; while two infant children perpetually quarrelled with each 

other, and ran alternately to the father and the mother tor en": 
couragemcnt anu protection. 

During our morning stay here, I learnt that there was a con­
stant communication between the towns seated on the east and 
the west of the Jordan, ti'om Jerusalem, Nazareth, and NaLJous, to 
Assalt, Adjcloon, and the villages in their respective districts. 
These journies were said also to be in general safe anu easy, when 
pertormed in company with the inhabitants of the country, in 
parties from ten to twenty in number. 1; ro111 some of the towns 
named, the communication is both regular and frequent, and from 
others the parties are 1arger und the journies performed at more 
distant periods: a caravan generally came from Nablous once a 
month, when all who had business in these parts profited by the 
protection it afforded; and this, like all the others in this part of 
the country, was composed chiefly ofthorses, mules, and asses; the 
mountainous arid rugged nature of the road renuering it disadvan­
tageous to employ camel_, which ar1' used chiefly ill the plains, 
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The whole of the country that we had yet traversed on the 
east of the Jordan, from the lake of'Tiberias to the Dead'Sea, and 
from Oom Kais to Heshbon, is fertile in the extreme j and the 
woody scenery of the mountain districts of Belkah and Adjeloon 
scarcely to be surpassed in beauty. The soil is so generally fertile 
as to be capable of producinl; almost any thing that is required; 
and while the vallics abound with corn-fields and olive-grounds, 
the upland slopes of the hills are planted with vines, and the sum. 
mits of the mountains nre clothed with the trees of the coldest 
regions. The climate is really delightful: a clear, deep blue sky, 
a pure air, a wnr1l1 summer in the vaUies and plains, a snowy winter 
on the mouDtain.t,>ps, with all the finest shades of gradation 
between these two extremes, furnish every variety of. temperature 
and atmosphere that can be desired uy man. The strongest proof 
• 

that could be given of its salubrity, is the remarkable fact that not 
one maimpd, delormed, or sick I) -looking person anywhere met 
our sight. during the whole period of my being in this part of the 
country, though we saw m~w faces, and came in contact with great 
numbers of persons every day. Illdeed. this portion of the cOlUltry 
included in the Jistricts of Belka·h alld Adjeloon, on the east of t~e 
Jordan, is as superior to the PJ'omised Land on the west of that 
stream, as the most ron1'antic and beautiful parts of Devonshire 
are to the -bleak hills and barren heaths of the adjoining county of 
Cornwa1l. 

We were about to depart from Cuf'r Injey, when as singular 
un accident as that wrlich brought us here occurred to detain us. 
A Greek priest, belonging to Nazareth, had w.alked up this 
morning from a village called Rajib, seated on the site of nn 
ancient town about two hours to the S. ,~. among the hills, to 
claim the" use of Yakoubc's mare for the day, our worthy host 
having before assured him that die animal would be at his service 
whenf'ver he wished it. It watf in vain that we pleaded the urgency 
of our want of the animal in question, as the length of our journey 
would not admit of any one of~our party proceeding on foot. The 
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lame plea was set up on the part of the priest, who had a number 
of visits to make at the different villages in the district, and who 
professed to be equally unable to perform them by walking. The 
question was at last put to the vote, by my desire, but I stood 
quite alone, in a solitary minority; for all the rest of the company, 
myself excepted, thought that 8. day's detention could be of no 

• 
material consequence to us, as the mare would certainly return to-
night, and be ready for our journey to-morrow: whereas, if I per­
sisted in my claim on the animal, and proceeded to set out at once, 
the priest, as they considered, would be interrupted in the per­
formance of his more important duties, and the guilt of this they 
conceived would lie on their heads, if they were, in any manner, 
necessaries t() his deteution. I was therefore ouliged to yield, how­
ever reluctantly, and consent to await the priest's return, before 
we could continue on ollr way. . 

At noon we were visited by the wife of the Sheikh-cI-Belled, a 
Moslem woman, who came into the house with her face unveiled, 
dressed in rich robes, with a fur cloak, a profusion of silver ornaments, 
and a costly pipe which she smoked, as she walked. She had come to 
consult our host Yakoube, whose fame as a physician had spread 
through the neighbouring country, and who she therefore addressed 
by the title of' Hakeem, entreating his -professional advice on a 
complaint, which air and exercise would have been sufficient, 
without the aid of'medicine, to remove. Her visit, though short, 
was extremely ceremonious: she was accompanied by a female 
slave, and a11 rose at her entrance and departure, well knowing that 
any mark of di~respect to her would be likely to be amply returned 
by the power of her husband. 

After the ueparture of tlris lady, dinner was brought, but 
instead of eating together as before, we now formed four distinct 
parties. A grilled fowl was served up to me on a separate stool; 
then fol1owed my guides and their'two Christian visitors, over a 
large bowl of boiled wheat and oil: after these had finished, the 
mdter of the house, his brothers,; and their children, partook of 



AND CASTLE OF ADJELOON. 143 

the same dish; and last of all came the young wife of Yakoube, 
quite alone, who retired into a corner of the room with the dishes 
out of which we had ~1I eaten, and literally gathered up the frag­
ments that nothing might be lost, feeding, as it were, on the crumbs 
that had fallen from her husband's table, 

The degraded state of the women in this country cannot be 
viewed without feelings of pily, mixed with indignation, by the 
native of a freer and a happier land, where females are assigned 
their proper rank in society, and by their education, manners, and 
amiable qualities of the mind and heart, add so many charms to man's 
existence. In England, the vetter part of the passion of love is 
intellectual: in this country it is whol1y formed of animal desire, 
which alone renders women necessary, or even acceptable, either 
to Mohammedans or Christians, tor in this respect there is no 

c1'iffercnce whatever between the followers of these religions. They 
arc tl,ere10re purchased by both, as any other animal would be, 
to promote their uomestic convenience. The prices of wives, 
"'«Iho are literally bought for money" vary from 500 to 1000 piastres, 
among the better order of the in habitants living in villages, and 
scattered through the country, but uescends as low as 100 and even 
50 among the labouring classes. The wife of' the merchant Aioobe, 
at AssaIt, had cost him 800 piastres, and the wife of the Hakeem 
Yakoube, at this place, had cost him 550, which had been paid to 
the parents of each. These facts were easily learnt, as no feeling 
of delicacy forbids such disclosures j on the contrary, so far from 
scrupling to name tht: amount of the money paid for their wives, 
they frequently mention it without solicitation, and very frequently 
exaggerate the price for the purpose of enhancing t11eir estimated 
worth in the mind of a stranger. It should be added, however, that 
on this subject it is only the Christians that are so communicative, 
their Mohammeda.n neighbours being in general averse to any men­
tion of the female part of thei, lamilies, and resenting as an insult 
enquiries even after their health. No servants are kept, except by fa­
milies of great wealth and consideration, 80 that even in the middwng 
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classes oflife, nearly all the domestic labour is performed by the wife, 
who, it mnst be confessed, is, after all, only a higher order of slave, 
being doomed to confinement, degradation, .and perpetual labour, 
from the.day of her marriage to the day of her death. 

In the afternoon I proposed a walk down into the valley, under 
the pretence of desiring to bathe in the stream which flows through 
it. It was my wish to have gone arOIH~, but om kind entertainer 
Yakoubc offering to accompany mc, I could uot with propriety 
decline, and we accordingly set out together. The stream that 
runs along this valley comes from the eastward through the \"iidi 
Adjeloon, and ultimately discharges itself into the river Joruan to 
the west. The neArest part of the brook itself is' about a quarter 
of an hour's walk onl'y from the village of Cuff Injcy, and auout all 
hour's walk from the castle of Adjeloon, which stands on the 
summit of' the opposite hill. To the south, the land is sufficient}) 
sloped to admit of corn-fields <In(1 oli\'c-groullus, but to the lIorth 
it"is more steep and woody, prescnting, ill many places, steep pl'r­
pendicular c1iffs, in which are natural ho]]O\\-'s and artificial excaV3 
tiolls, formerly perhaps the ahot~s of'the living and the sepuJducs 
of the dead. The distance from hCllce, to thc spot whcre tIle 
stream first enters on the plain of the Jordan, or EI Ghorc, as it is 
called here, is estimated at four hours, or about sixteen miles, in a 
\¥. S. W. direction, and from thence to the river itself is reckoned 
at three quarters of an hour more, the valley beillg narrow and 
winding about that part of it. 

In a close retreat of this beautiful valley, just beneath some 
large caves in a high c1iff~ called lrak el Wehhesh, we surprised 
some Moslem females from the village washing their own garments, 
and at the same time bathing themselves in the stream, while their 
clothes were drying in the sun. As they could not have"conceived 
themselves liable to interruptior:, . (for what man of the cOuntry 
would ever think of' walking to su.cll a spot for pleasure?) so they 
apparently gave loose to their fancieIJ,. and lour of the party were 
see~ by U8 in the state of Ev.e befo,,", the fall, with exquisitely line 
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forms, and long hair hanging luxuriantly to the water, with some 
of the tresses floating on the stream, playing all the a~tics and 
tricks of sport on ealh other that might he witnessed in a bathing 
party of boys just released from the confinement of school. The 
alarm that was occnsioned among them by our unexpected approach, 
was as great as our own surp~ise at such a scene j but having no 
wish to disturb their enjoyment, we retired instantly to leave them 
in quiet possession of their delightful retreat. 

On our return to the village! I was enabled to view it more 
perfectly than on the preceding evening, as we first entered it; amI 
perceived many proofs of its being on the site of some more ancient 
seUlement. The first of these was the presence of scattered frag­
ments of pottery, of a deep red colour and fin ely ribbed surface, 
speh as is no where uscd in the country at the present day; and 
which, in almost all easel'; that I remember, has proved one of the 
surest indications of other remains near, to establish the certainty 
of its being the wreek of earlier ages, and a more refined and 
civilised population. Next to this were several excavated caves 
facing the north, hewn out of t]!e bed of rock on which the village 
stands, with recesses lor the reception of dead bodies within them: 
other smtdler excavations, just adapted to the size of the IJUman 
body, standing separately-; and others again of a still smaller kind, 
nearly square in form, and probably meant lor the interment of 
young children, though the inhabitants of' the- village, in common 
with all the natives of the country, constllntly rega.rd an ex.cavations, 
whether large or small, as the ancient receptacles of treasure. We 
saW also the portion of' a well-built wall on the edge of the cliff above 
us, the workmanship of which was in the Roman rustic style and 
manner, the stones large, well hewn. and generally oblong and 
square; smooth at the edges of union, with a rough projection in 
the centre of the exterior suda~e, and the joints still close and 
compact, though no cement !lad ever been used in the mason~y. 
To the north-east of this, and a little lower down the hill, I was 
shown a fine sarcophagus of elone, not long since discovered-by 

u 
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some lahourers who were digging on that spot for earth. It was 
now with'in an excavation of the rock, and both its contents and its 
cover had been removed before the labourer&., loued it, so that it 
did not occupy its original place, and must have been buried in the 
rubbish that enveloped it since the period of its being originally 
violated. The clear space of the inside of this sarcophagus was 
nine spans long and three broad: the stone out of which it was 
hewn was about three inches in thickness, grooved along the upper 
edges to receive the cover, and the ends and sides neatly sculptured 
with two oblong compartments divided by a pillar, and in the 
centre of each compartment a large full-blown flO\yer, with mould­
ings enclosing it as a border, and smaller flowers st-udding the 
angles of the sqnare. The central flowers in each panel were in 
a very high relief. of nearly three inches from the surface of the 
sides which they ornamented, thus differing irom all the sarcophagi 
I had yet seen: but if the execution of the sculpture was ever 
remarkable for jts ski!! or elegance, it was now too much injured 
by time und decay to be pcrCf~ivcJ. The work was, hOWCVC1 , 

undoubtedly Homan, and, connected wiLh the other features of 
the place already described, established beyond dispute the fact of 
this being the site of some early settlement, of much greater im­
portance than the village now standing- on its ruins. Not lin 
distant from this was the shaft of a small pillar; higher up, the 
pedestal of a larger on e ; and hewn stones of a considerable size 
scattered about in great numbers, which, if confirmation were 
needed, would strenf,Tthen the opinion a1ready expressed. 

In the village itself, and not far from the-dwelling of our host, 
I was taken into the house of a Mohammedan family to be shown 
what Was justly considered to be the greatest curiosity in the place. 
The Jower part of the room into which we were introduced was 
appropriated to the cattle of the family. It was about /i,fteen feet 
square, and was surrounded by a qench of solid rock, about two 
feet broad, and two feet high. In the upper surface of this bench or 
raised seat were hewn, close to eac~ other, separate troughs or cis-
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terns of about eighteen inches square, and nearly two feet deep. 
At one corner of this singular .,apartment was a. trough or cistern, 
with an outlet for 'lonveying the water through the building; 
and beyond the walls of it, in the same direction, were APen the 
remains of a small subterranean chamber, hewn out. of the rock, 
and ornamented with stucco on its walls. The most curious part 
of all was the pavement of -the first room, which was a sort of 
Mosaic work, formed of very smaH stones united together on a bed 
of cement beJow them j the persons who showed us this apartment. 
asserted that the stones were of various colours, naming white, 
green, red, yelJow, and blue; but if tllis were rea])y the cnsc, the 
surface was now too dirty to enable Wi to perceive the variety of 
colours described. It appeared to me, at first sjght~ to be a thin 
layer of naturnl stone liable to \lreak in squares, as I had before 
seen a layer ·of that kind only a few inches below the surface of 
the earth, near the spot where t.he Homan sarcophagus hud lately 
been dug out of' tllc rubbisl1; uut 011 a c!olicr examination of the 
\thole I thought. it to be real1y an ;trlificiul work, as the joints were 
in many instances too ill-shapen to be natural. The, separate 
pieces were, in general, less tf18n an inch square: and, ttongh 
dark at t.he upper surface as if stained, were w].ite at t.he bott.?m. 
The stone itst"lf was a coarse marble, and die cement on which the 
wh01e reposed was n fine Jime. I had no doubt, indeed, ailer a 
close examination, that the work was entirely artificial, and as such 
it might be considered, perhaps, as aneicllt a specimen of that kind 
of pavement as any in- existence. 'Vere it not for this diliplay of 
labour and expenee, I should have thought the apartment origi­
nally meant for a stable, with the square pits hewil in the raised 
bench running round it for grain, and the lal'ge trough in t.he corner 
for watering the cattle; but, with a Mosaic pavement in the centre, 
and the square excavations serving as rude cisterns for water all 
around, it appeared more prohl-hle that it had been a very ancient 
bath. On the outside of this building, to the eastward, and above 
the stuccoed subterra11f~an char!tber, we were shown another paye-

J2 
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ment, of a similar kind, the stones being only larger in size, or 
ncarly two inches square; like the former one, this was a coarse 
white marble imbedded in lime, and rcserpbJing, at first sight, a 
layer of Rtone naturally fractured into squares, as in the vein of 
this kind near the sarcophagus already described. It is not impro­
bable but that the hint of this rude Mosaic might have first been 
taken fi'om nature; consisting originally of a simple imitation of 
such broken layers, and the idea subsequently improved by all the 
sllccessive varieties of colour and form through which it must have 
passed before the art attained its present high state of perfection. 

It was sunset before we returned to the house; and though I 
was vexed at my unexpected detention, yet I saw in this instance, 
as in many miters, how many int.p.rp~ting objects might be seen by 
morc fOltunatp- travellers than myseIt~ who should come to tra­
verse this unexplored country, with leisure 8IHI means to examin'e, 
Rnd opportunity and ability to record what they might see and 
hear at almost every step of their way. 

In the course of the afternoon, during our ramble over tlr~ 
vi11age, two parties had been dispatched to make provision for OUf 

supper; one Q.f young boys to catch some fish in the stream of 
Adjeloon, another of elder lads, with a man at their head. to rouse 
a wild boar from his lair in the mountains, and hunt him to the 
death. Both of these foraging parties were successful, and re­
turned before sunset with their game, so that our ~uppcr was both 
abundant and exccllcnt j the fish were small, but of very delicate 
flavour, and the boar'! flesh equal to any that I had ever eaten. 
The manner of dressing the latter was by placing about twenty 
pieces of half an inch square on a long skewer, und turning it over 
the fire as on a spit, so that a few minutes were sufficient to roast 
it, and even in this rude way of preparing it, nothing could be 
more palatable. The only regret that was uttered, but this was 
deep and general, was, thRt in so Ghristian an assembly, and with 
such excelJent viands, there should be neither wine nor spirits to 
complete the feast. 
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Our host, in his capacity of silversmith and working jeweller, 
being also a great buyer of strange and foreign coins, both ancient 
and modern, exhibi~d to me several very common ones of the 
Lower Empire, which he had bought at an extravagant price, under 
an idea that they were really rare and valuable, and would, at a 
proper opportunity, afford him a handsome profit. His ideas of 
chronology were so confused,· that he thought the early Christians 
far more ancient than the Greeks or Romans, and considered Alex­
ander of' Macedon, and the tw(']ve Cre.sars, quite modern person­
ages compared with the Christian emperors of Constantinople. 
In all his purchases of what he considered ancient coins he, there­
fore, made the cross the chicf standard of antiquity, and paid a 
much highf'r price for pieces on which that emble1l1 was found, 
than for any others. Among his present collection there were 
several Christian coins, such as Venetian, Spanish, and Portuguese, 
now current in their respective countries, though he considered 
them to ue of great antiquity j but I did not observe one that was 
worth more that its weight in the mdal of which it was formed . 

• 
He mentioned, however, having lately possessed a fine white semi-

·transparent stone (which I took to he an agate from hIS descrip­
tion), brought to him by a peasant from the ruins of Jerash, having 
a male figure on one sij,lc, and a long Greek inscription on the 
other. This would, perhaps, have proved an interesting frag­
ment, if it could have been traceu j but he knew not to whom it 
had been sold, all his information being confined to the more in­
teresting fact, as far as he was concerneu, of his having purchased 
it for one Spanish tlollnr, and sold it soon after for five. He had, 
at present, in his possession, a coarse agate stone about an inch 
long, by ha1f an inch broad, of an oval shape, Rat on one side and 
convex on the other, which he said was also found at Jerash; he 
had set it for the owner into a gng of silver, the outer or convex 
part containing, in large and [udely cut characters, the inscription 
here given:-
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In the conversation of the evening, I learnt that the village 
of Cufr Injey was considered to be one long day's journey of fif­
teen hours from AssaIt; the same distance frvm Nazareth; twelve 
llOurs from Nablous; and twenty-four hours from Jerusalem, with 
all of which places there is only occasional communication, and to 
neither of which it would be considered safe to journey from hence 
without companions, and these well armed. 

Saturday, March IO.-The mare ofYakouue having returned 
during the night as promised, she was saddled for my guide, Geor­
gis, at daylight this morning; alllI taking leave of our kind enter­
tainers, we left the village of Cuff Injey at about seven o'clock. 
In our way ollt, we saw more remains of ancient buildings, and 
procceded down to the vaHey, in order to cross the stream along 
which we took our ramble on the afternoon of the preceding day. 
At tile stream itself we observed the remains 01' an aqueduct and 
sloping moles of masonry, as I hnu before l'cmnrkcd when crossing 
the ford over the Zerkah in a (ormer Journey from Jerusalem tG 
Jerash, both of these, probably, marking the boundaries of ancient 
divisions apportioned to neighbouring tribes. 

In about three-quarters of an hour from hence, we came to 
the caves of Irak-el-\Vehheir, the large~t of which faced to the 
westward, and seemed to have a deep descent. It was about 100 
feet long, and 30 high, but appeared to be a natural cavern, al­
though it had been used for a place of dwelling or retirement, as 
there were niches for lamps in the cliffs ncar it. 

In ascending to tlw castle of Adjeloon, we saw some cisterns, 
many hewn stones, and part of a paved road leading up to the fort­
ress. The castle has a general resemblance to that of Assalt, being, 
like it, seated on the summit of a high hill. It is nearly square 
in form, and about 400 paces in uircuit, with a central buttress on 
each face. It is built on a mass of lime.stone, and surrounded by 
a broad and deep ditch hewn out of the solid rock, and originally 
facet! with masonry in those palts where the broken surface of the 
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rock required it, on both sides of the ditch and at the foot of the 
fortress itself, where it slopes off near its foundations. The archi­
tecture of this castle appeared to me to be Romao, the stones being 
large in size, well squared, and the smooth edges united without 
cement, with the rough projection of the rustic masonry in the 
centre of the surface of each 8~parate blqck. There are also loop­
ho1es for arrows in several parts of the walls, and shell-niches of 
the form of the Roman arch, resembling those seen in the ruins of 
Jerash. Within this building, huwt:ver, the round, the fiat, and 
the pointed arch, are all seen in the same apartment, and though 
the appearances of Roman work are found in every part, yet the 
pointed arches of the interior arc of the most solid kind, and look 
as if they were coeval with the building. The l<,op-holes for 
arrows resemble the modern embrasures for cannon in every thing 
but the contracted space of the outer part, and they are so numer­
ous as to prove that the building was erected with a view to hot 
Rnd desperate defellce. The castle may bc almost said to be in 
ruins, though many parts of it ue still habitable, for it wou1U 
require great labour and great expense to restore it to.a state of 

• 
complete repair. It was with some difficulty that we mounted to 
the top of the walls, but when we succeeded, we were well re­
warded by the fine vicw obtained from thence of all the surround­
ing country. 

The mixture of' Roman nnd Saracen work which appeared in 
different parts of the same building, rendered it difficult to decide 
to which it original1y belonged; the opinion I formed on the spot, 
however, was, that it was originally a Roman edifice, but subse­
quently enlarged and repaired in uiffercnt parts by Saracen hands, 
into which it must have afterwards fallen. This opinion was much 
strengthened by the discovery of an Arabic inscription, which was 
evidently not coeval with the building, but placed there after its 
erection, for which purpose the;ough projecting parts of the surface 
were smoothed down, and a sort of tablet formed underneath two 
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fan~topp~d or shell-niches 'of Roman work on the eastern face of 
the castle. The only part of the inscription that J could make out 
was the name of Sal.h-ed-din-el-Mullel.-ib .... Yusef, but no date 
could be traced. The castle faces nearly towards the four cardinal 
points, and must have been originally considered one of the 
strongest positions in the country, t~lOugh in the hands of its pre­
sent possessors it is of very little strength or utility. The following 
is a list of the bearings and estimated distances of places seen from 
the top of the castle; the former taken by n compass on the spot, 
and the latter from the authority of the guides and soldiers who 
werc present: -

Village of Anjerfth S.E. : S. J hour. 
Village of Cufr Injey S.W. : W. H hour. 
Opening to the Valley of the .lordan W.S.W. 4 hours. 
Town of N abJous . "Vest 14 hours. 
Town of Bcisan N.W. : N. 9 hours. 
North extreme of Mount Carmel N.W. 
MOUflt Hermon 
Mount Tabor 

.. ' N.W.; N. 18 hours. 
hours. 

Town and Lake of Tiberias 
Gebel-el-~eIj, or Snowy Mountain 
Osha-el-Nebbe, over Assalt 
Bahr-c!· Loot, or Dead Sea 
Village of Adjeloon 
Village of Ain Jerrah 
Beida Hubbar-in ruins 

N.N. W. f W.16 
N. by W. 12 
N. by E. 40 

hours. 
hours. 

s. ~ W. 12 hours. 
S.S. W . . :. W. 10 hours. 
E. by N. I hour. 
E. ~ 'N. . I ~ hour. 
N.E. 4 hours. 

All around the eastern side of the hm are the ruins of a town 
called. Errubbedth, with a square reservoir for water hewn out of 
the hill, and stuccoed on the insrde with a flight of steps descend­
ing into it j and from this town, thOlgh now in ruins, the castle of 
Adjeloon is frequently called Khallet-Errubbedth. 
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Before we departed from hence we remained to smoke a nar­
geeland take a cup of coffee with the1Joldiers, of whom t~ere were, 
at present, only two. ,tationed at the castle, some of their comrades, 
a' they told us, having been called to Dam •• cu.. While taking 
this refreshment, J observed on a stone now standing like a divid­
ing post between two small doors, a long inscription in Arabic, 
which neither of our party ;as sufficiently versed in the language 
of the olden time to read, though in the characters still used by 
themselves in all their writings. 

x 



CHAF. IX. 

FROM THE CASTLE OF ADJELOON TO GHERBEE IN THE HAVRAN. 

ON leaving the castle, we descended the hill on which it 
stands, and passed over the ruins of Errubbedth, which we found 
nearly covered with trees. In our way to the village of Adjeloon, 
we passed a large mass of rock, in which we observed an arched 
recess, and several niches and portiPllS of the surface hewn out, 
but for what purpose was not very apparent. In half an hour after 
leaving the castle we entered the village of Adjeloon, the situation 
of which in the valley is extremely agreeable. It had, however, 
been once much more populous than at present, there being now 
but few inhabitants, and the greater onumber of the buildings in 
the place in ruins. Among others there was an old mosque, with 
a central court and pillars, lighted' by circular windows from a 
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dome above, and containing several Arabic inscriptions, none of 
which, however, we had time to copy. In the cou~t were '8 

number of broken pillars that lay half buried in the earth; on one 
of which was a long Greek inscription of about twenty lines, now 
nearly obliterated; and Arabic inscriptions in great number. 
There was the same strange mjxture of architecture as of languages, 
the Roman and Saracen being both united, as at the castle, trian­
gular pediments marking the one, and pointed arches the other. ­
Attached to this mosque, which might once have been a Christian 
place of worship also, was a slender but lofty tower of a square 
form, and about fift~n or twenty feet in breadth on each side. The 
tower could be ascended on the inside by a winding 'staircase of 
sixty-one steps, formed of coarse marble, above whieh was a smaH 
~allery, and above that again two octagonal stages, the whole being 
crowned by a small dome, with apertures for lighting the stairs 
from the bottom to the top. On the east of this tower, and on a 
little lower level, I observed a large well, now used for washing 
~lothes, with the ruins of a large lmilding once erected over it, and 
apparently of Roman architecture, with Saracen additions and . . 
repaIrs. 

From the village of Adjeloon we ascended a steep hill to the 
E.N.E. over vine grounds, and in a quarter of an hour came to a 
place called Deer Mar Elias, or the convent of St. Elias, where 
there were the remains of some former building, probably a Greek 
monastery, as the name would import. No portion of the build­
ing was standing, but a number of hewn stones were scattered 
about in all directions, and broken pottery, of the .red and ribbed 
kind before described, strewed all the way between the mosque of 
Adjeloon and thi spot. 

We remarked at this place that the stones of the original 
building had been carefully colMcted by some hand, and heaped 
up in a circular pile of seven ~r eight feet high, and about twenty 
feet in diametel', and on the t~p of this a smaller circle of about 

x 2 • 
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four feet ~igh. On a loose stone which lay broken among others, 
the following Greek letters were observed:-

HeTAHX 
EPCNrp 

the characters being deeply cut, about three inches in length, 
and standing at some distance from e~ch other. One of my guides 
remembered to have seen another stone with Greek characters on 
it near this spot, but it was not now to be found. There are seve­
ral large natural caverns in the neighbourhood of this placet and 
many smaBer excavated tombs in the rocks, with small benches 
near them as if for seats, so that this spot was also likely to have 
been the site of some larger settlement. 

We halted at the hou,e ofa Christian Arab at Adjeloon; and 
as our host, Yakoobe, had come with us from Cufr lnjey thus far, 
the priest of the village ca]]ed together 311 the Christians who were 
in the neighbourhood to meet us. It appeared that at Cufr Injey 
there were only four Christians among all its inhabitallts, at An­
jerah ten, at Ain-Jermh flfteeR, and at this place, Adjeloon; 
twenty. They have a small room , here which is appropriated to 
worship, and on Sundays and feast days they have the occftsional 
visits of the other villagers to add to their congregation. There 
are about 400 inhabitants in each of the three former villages, and 
200 in this; which, however~ must have been once the largest place 
of the whole, judging from the extent of the ruined dwellings 
around it, and particularly on its northern side. 

We left Adjeloon about ten o'clock, and after ascending 8 

narrow valley to the northward, inclining easterly, entered into a fine 
forest of Sinjiin trees, where, after an hour's journeying, we passed 
over a spot covered with the vestiges of former buildings, walls, 
and streets, though now entir~y overgrown with shrubs and trees. 
Thi. spot is called by the people of the country, BelIed-el-Y""b, 
or the country or place of Joshua, p .... ,bably referring to that leader'. 
bidding the sun to stand still upon ,Giboon, and the · moon ·in tbe 
valley of Ajalon, (Jothua x. 12.); this valley of" Adjeloon," as it 
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i. now pronounced, through which we had come, and onothe skirts 
of which the'ruins spoken of are placed, being undou!>tedJy the 
same with the valley. of Ajalon named in the Scriptures, 

Continuing in a northerly direction from the spot, we entered 
on a red soil with silicious stones, and rock of perforated lime j 
and in half an hour passed on our right, at the distance of half a 
mile, the ruined towns of Hliubbeen and Sakkara. The village of 
Soar, at which we halted in a former journey from Jerusalem to 
Jerash, was also on our right; and from the high level of the tract over 
which we now rode, we had a fine view of the plain of the Hauran, 
bounded by a range of snow-capped hills on the east, by the snowy 
mountains of the Druse on the north, and by the grellt Gebel-el­
Telj, or l\fountain of Snow on the west; in which <ijrection, or on 
our lett, inclining to the south-west, the Sea of Tiberias and the 
valley of the Jordan extended far to the south. On the road over 
which we now rode, there was a considerable quantity of unme1ted 
snow, so that the air was sharp and biting; but this track being 
~onsidered dangerous, we were all on the alert, and rode the greater 
part of the way with our muskets cocked and ready in our ha.nds, 

In another half hour we p"assed the ruined village of Sr.mpta, 
about a quarter of n mile on our right, and from thence began to 
descend over stony graund. Our course sti1l continued to be 
northerly, inclining to the east a point or two occasionally, and 
going on in this direction we passed, in half an hour marc, a large 
heap of stones in the roau, which was said to mark the grave of a 
celebrated Bedouin ~hief, named Abd-el-A,eez, the Slave of the 
Mighty, on which every Arab of his tribe that passed, and many 
others foHowing their example, threw a stone to'do him honour, 
and keep the place of his entombment in rememurance, 

In half an hour from this, passing still through a thickly 
wooded tract, we came to a large tomb, excavated out of the solid 
pock, and lying on the right-rand side of our path. In front of 
Ute tomb itselt~ and forming the approach to its entrance, was a 
quadrangular court or platfor~, cut down from the rock, descended 
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into by three steps, and about /ifteea feet square, with a deep 
cistern fot containing water within the same space. From this, 
the first entrance into the tomb was by a RoV'an arched aperture, 
about five reet in height; after this, and further in, was a small 
square doorway, about two feet and a half wide, which had evidently 
been fastened with a stone door, as in the tombs at Jerusalem and 
Oom Kais; the marks of the pivot, hinges, and the cavity for re­
ceiving the bolt or lock in the side of the doorway, being still 
visible. The inner chamber of this tomb bad three arched recesses 
for the reception of the dead. In that on the right hand were 
seen two sarcophagi lying side by side; in that on the left was only 
one sarcophagus; and in that at the end of the chamber was 
another, each, larger than the present human form; aU of them 
being fixtures, and, like every part of the tomb itself~ hewn out of 
the Bolid rock. The inner chamber appeared to be about tcn feet 
square, and was probably the same in height originally; but t.he 
bottom being now covered with accumulated rubbish, it wa.~ too 
low to admit of standing quite upright on the inside. The general 
aspect of the whole of this remarkable place strongly resembled 
that of many of the smaller cave. of Kenneri, in the island of 
Salsette, near Bombay; so much so indeed, that but from the great 
distance of the respective countries, one would be prompted to 
consider them as the work of one and the same race of people. 

From hence our course went north-east, and, in half an hour 
after quitting the tomb, we left the woody sides of Adjeloon, and 
came out on a stony tract, forming the northern point of the range 
of hills over which we had passed, and marking its termination 
on the plain, at which pl~ce the stony tract alluded to, is called 
Benahh Beida. On the left of our road we saw the village of 
Summud, about a mile distant and seated on a hill. This village 
is inhabited, but many others near it are deserted, Bnd among 
these were four pointed out to us on pur right, under the names of 
Naimry, Shuttemah, Otteadtl!y, and lIadeijey. The hill 00 ",hiob 
00IP. Kais is seated, was io view to tthe west, and the white tQw,n 
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eflllumzR I!eett stretching north and south, in the ver!. centre of 
tbe brown plain of the Hauran to the e .. t. This extensfve district 
was now entirely open to Our view; and we could perceive that 
though lower than the district of Belkah, it was still on a high 
level, measuring from the surface of the lake of Tiberias; as the 
tops of the lofty hills whic~ form the eastern boundary of that 
lake, were but on a level with the surface of this plain, 80 that the 
lake itself must have been much lower. The eastern range of hills 
that now bounded our view, and are said to be inhabited by the 
eastern Druses, were of unbroken outline, and not much elevated 
from the plain, although their summits were covered with snow. 
To the north-east the land gradually rose, and became lost in an 
even horizon of high plain. To the north, another Jallge of snow_ 
clad mountains, called also the mountains of the Druse, bounded 
the view in that direction. On the north-west, the still higher 
range of the Jebel-el-Telj, sheeted over with snow, extended from 
north-east to south-west; and in this last direction the northern 
'points of Jebel Asswele and Jebel Adjeloon, showed patches of 
snow amidst their thick forests of evergreen wood. 

Our way now turned east~rly, for the purpose of entering on 
the plain, and descending gradually for about two hours through a 
stony, woodless, and ut1interesting tract of land, we arrived about 
sunset at the village of EI Hhussen, which is the first point of 
entrance from the mountain8 into this great plai.n, and is seated 
close under the eastern foot of the hills. We alighted here at the 
bouse i1f a Christian Arab, to take shelter for the night; and as I was 
mentioned to the host as an Englishman on my way to Damascus, 
the conversation turned on the number of persons that had passed 
thi. way within his recollection. Dr. Semen and Mr. Burckhardt 
were familiarly known to him as lIakeem Moosa and Sheikh 
Ibrahim; and mention was made of an English gentleman who 
bed been at Bosra about a""'" since, whose name they said was 
Mr. ,Wynn .. and whom they Cfnsidered to be a near relation of lAd, Belter Stanhope. 
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The: village of EI Hhu",en contains about 200 inhabitants, 
among which are 14 or 15 Christians, the greater number of whom 
came to visit us during the evening. There Me appearances, how­
ever, of its having been at one time much 1arger than at present; 
and as we passed through it at our entrance, I remarked one plain 
sarcophagus of stone, several large cisterns, and some large sculp­
tured blocks, belonging to former buildings. The town is divided 
into two portions, the sheikh's house being in the norther~most of 
these, seated on a hill, and surrounded by many smaller dwellings. 

Sunday, MareTt 11. - '" e quitted EI Hhussen at sunrise, and 
going in a' north-east direction for about half an hour, over a soU 
covered with grass turf, we came to the village of' Sareeagh, 
inferior in size to the former, and in a more ruined state, standing 
on a slight elevation. Among the ruins of this place I remarked 
the angle of a large building still perfect, with one column standing 
erect before it, its base being now surrounded with rubbish. The 
stones used in the construction ;Jf this buiJding were of a larger 
size, but though the masonry was strong, it wanted that regularity 
which I had hitherto seen in the ancient edifices of the country. 
In the western front of the building spoken of, there were two of 
the largest stones scarfed or fitted to each other in a manner 
that I had never before remarked, and which induced me to think 
that the architecture was neither Roman nor Saracen, but pro­
bably of an earlier date than either. 

In about two hours after leaving Sareeagh, we descended into 
a valley or ravine, bordered on each side with cliffs and hms of soft 
white stone, with a torrent running along through the middle of it. 
The valley is called Wadi Shelliily, and divides the Hauriin from 
the tract over which we hRrl entered it. 

In an hour afterwards we pas8~ through Howarah, a ruined 
"illage, tho dwellings of which are ltuilt from large blocks of black 
porous stone, of basaltic or volcanic! origin, like that at Oom Lis. 
There were also several large weli. here, most of which were 
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8tucooed: and over one of them I observed a large st.em;' like the 
cover of a sarcophagus, with a central square hole in it. The 
village stood on the .site of some larger place which was now de­
stroyed, and its ruins scattered widely round. 

In an hour and half after crossing the stream in the ,Wadi 
Shenaly we passed close to th~ town of Rirnzah, leaving it orr our 
right; and in half an hour afterwards we passed by TOITsh, leaving 
it on our Jett, with the bed of a stream going westward between them. 
The last-named towns are both inhabited by lvIohammedans, the 
former having about 800 and the latter about 300 dwellings; they 
both lie in the Derh-el-Hadj, or the high road of t.he pilgrims 
from Damascu!\ to l\1ecca. . 

In half an hour after passing Torrah, we came. to a stream 
eaBed Wadi Zeidy, which comes from near Bosra, and discharges 
itself into the Jordan, to the southward of Tiberias. It was about 
seventy or eighty feet wide, but very shallow j over it was a bridge 
of three Roman arches, built chiefly of the ulack porous Btonc 
eefore described, and paved with,the same in the road over the 
top. It appeared to me, however, to be a modern T~rkiBh or 
Arabic work, formed perhaps from the ruins of some more andent 
and better built bridge occupying nearly the same position, as 
many of the stones arc large and well hewn, though other parts of 
the materials are very inferior. On the \\'C:it front of this bridge 
were three tablets of white stone, of about two feet square; the 
central one of these is plain; and in each of the others is rudely 
sculptured the figure bf an animal apparently intended -for a lion, 
though more nearly resembling a cat, with a human head under 
one of its fore paws; the head is without a beard, but has musta~ 
chios on the upper lip, and the animal itself is certainly without 
"a likeness to any thing in the heavens above, or in the earth 
beneath, or in the waters under the earth," at least as far as they 
have yet heen e1<piored; so \bat it might be the work either of 
Jews or Mohammedans, without their breaking any commandment 

by ita execution. 
y 
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BeYfmd this, on our left, we s.w the town of Suffed, which is 
now in ruins. From this spot to the Lake of Tiberias, the district 
is called JooI.n, and, like the districts of Belk.h, Adjeloon, and 
Asswete, this was also said to contain 866 ruined cities, by which 
it is only meant to express indefinitely some great number, as it is 
usual among the country people in . England to talk of mansions 
with f\S maoy windows in them as there are days in the year. 

At an hour's distance from thence is a smaller stream, the bed 
of which was, however, now dry, with a bridge similar to the last 
described, and with three arches also, leading over it. The stones 
of which this bridge is constructed are good, and the paved road 
on the top excellent; but the masonry in the lower part is very 
inferior; the blRck porous stone and a cement of lime are used 
in each. 

In half an hour from this last bridge, we came to the castle of 
Mezereebe, n large square building about 100 feet on each of its 
sides, with square towers at the angles and in the centre of each 
face, the walls being about forty.feet in height. This is eviuently, 
from its. appearance, nn old }.iohammedan work, and was once, 
no doubt, strongly occupied; though it is now inhabited only ~y a 
few Arab cultivators with their respective families. * 

About 200 yards to the west of the castle of lVlezereebe, is a 
lake ('aUed Ras-el.Bezhy. It is the source from whence issues the 

• In Murray's Historical Account of Discoveries and Travels in Asia, recently 
published, is the following pussngc respectillg Me'lel'eebe, which is worth . transcrib· 
ing; - " LUDOVJCO DARTH£MA, 'spurred by the desire to see the diversity of worldly 
" kingdoms; undertook (about the (:ud of t.he 15th centurY)llI1d effected n long perc­
" grination over almost all India. ••• •• After staying some time at Damascus) 
" Barthema • being desirous of seeing various things, i\nd not knowing how; con· 
" trivoo to insinuate himselr"into the fuvour of a Mameluke, who was going as chief 
" of a caravan to Mecca. On their way they touched lit Me.znribe, (capitW. of the 
" Houari Arai.>s,) governed by a prince called Zambei, who set at defiance the govern. 
" ments both of Cairo and Damascus, ahd made constant incunions into the fertile 
" territories of Syria. These Arabs (he 8(L~" not run, but fly like hawks: they 
" ride on horses without a saddle, wearing -Ib.erely a shirt; they are little men, of a 
U dark leonine colour, with feminine voices lIF:d long black hair!'-VoL ii. p. 26.28, 
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ancient stream of the Hieromax, or, as it is now called by t'e Arabs, 
Shereeaht Mandoor, from the latter being the name, as I was 
.... ured. of a celebratqd chief who once governed the whole of the 
tract through which that stream runs, from its source at Mezercebe, 
to its outlet into the Jordan, near the southern extremity of the 
Sea of Tiberias. The lake is about a mile in circumference; it 

• 
has a small grass-covered islet in the centre, and an abundance 
of fish in its waters, equal in size and not inferior in beauty to 
the gold and silver fishes which are kept suspended in glass 
globes in England. The water is sweet and transparent, and the 
lake never dries. All around its margin are seen large round 
maSRes of the bJack porous stone before described, wllich are in 
equal abundance also at the outlet of the stream that issues from 
it, near the hot springs of the Riimi. These black masses are all 
separate amI unconnected with each other, each being rounded 
like the large stones on a. sea beach; and masses of the same size 
and form were seen by us scattered over every part of the plain 
fhat we had yet traversed since Qur entering the Hauran. The 
stream that issues from the lake flows in nearly a westerly direc­
tion, with few windings, till it empties itself, at the sp~t already 
indicated, into the Jordan, which is considered to be about fiftEen 
hours' journey from hence, in a 'V.S.W. direction. 

We remained no longer at Mczereebe than to water our horses, 
and proceeded onward without delay. In half an hour after 
resuming our route, we passed a ruined town caUed Summahh, 
which had been entifely constructed of the black porous stone; 
among the scattered fragments of former buildings here, I saw a 
fine Corinthian capital, cut out of the same maierial~ but less 
porous thaD the general quality; and near this was a small altar 
of a yellow stone, in shape exactly the same as one seen at Jerash, 
which is described in ~ former journey from Jerusalem to that 
city.ftlready published. This '~ellow altar had also an insc~ption 
ou it ,of three or four lines in Greek; but as we met trams of 
carnell, and a number of passe~gers traversing the road, we could 

T 2 
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not dare/to excite curio.ity by halting to copy it. The town of 
Summahh must have been originally of a respectable size; but it 
is now completely in ruins, and besides the ij:agments already de­
scribed, other sculptured blocks were seen, indicating the remains 
of former edifices. 

The direction of our route from EI Hhussan to Mezereehe 
had been about north-east, and the ' whole distance just six hours, 
as we had left the former place at sunrise and reached the latter 
at noon. From Mezereebe, however, we proceeded easterly, and 
after an hour and half's riding, came to a large ruined town, caned 
Tuffus. The most remarkable object that I observed here was a 
lofty quadrangular tower, sloping upward1o:l, and becoming graduaJly 
narrower from the base to thp. Rnmmit, with a kind of dome on 
the top, and a large aperture in the centre. 

This building might have been some ancient temple of idolatrj, 
for it resembled a Hindoo pagoda more than any other kind of 
structure that 1 remember j or it might have been atl ancient tomb: 
the whole aspect of it seemed ,to denote antiquity, but we learnt. 
nothing on the spot that could explain its nature, nor did we halt 
to examine its interior. The town had been once much larger 
than at present, as its ruins were wideJy scattered; and in most 
of the buiJdings that were standing the }Qwel' parts near the foun­
oations were of solid workmanship and good materials, but the 
upper parts were evidently modern repairR of the original edifice, 
the whole being constructed out of the black porous stones so 
common to this part of the country; and n'Jany of the dwellings 
being without inhabitants, the only persons now residing in all the 
town being about a dozen Mohammedan families. 

We continued our route still easterly, the level of the plain 
descending gently, and in an hour and half after pas.ing Tu/fus, we 
came to a much larger town called Dahhil, but like the former al ... 
in ruins. On entering thi. town !Ioh.erved a .mali stone door, 
hung and closed, a. at the tomb. 6f Oom Kai., .tanding· in the 
I09'er part of a building evidently of ancient work, and once partly 
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demolished, the upper part of the structure being compteted by 
more modern hands. At a little distance from this in our way 
through the town, I r~marked another portion of a ruined build­
ing. the stones of which were of a large size, and smoothly hf>wn, 
but instead of depending on the close union of the parts for 
strength, 8S in the ancient masonry of the Greeks, Romans, anu 
even Saracens, or using the cement so common in modem works 
to unite the materials in one mass, the stones here were let into 
each other, fiS if the work had been of wood rather than stone. 

There were also circular apertures as windows, half being cut 
out from the upper and half from the under stone, and both these 
hooked together by pieces of the stone above locking into sockets 
made to receive them in the stone below; there we,e also other 
windows of a. square form, supported on the ends of stone beams, 
giving altogetl1er 8 new charactcr to this style of architecture, of 
which I could remember nothing that it resembled. Near to this 
spot was a still morc remarkable building than any yet described: 
tae uase of it formed a square of auout twenty.five feet, and Ii·om 

• 
thence it rose ill 1\ pyramidal form, by regular stages or steps of 
small but. well hewn stones, cach·layer retiring within t.he one next 
below it, as in the great pyramids of Egypt. At the height of 
about twenty feet this PYglmidlll form ceased, and was terminated 
by 8 platform, on which again was raised a smaller square tower, 
rising from thirty to forty feet above the pyramid, making the whole 
height about fifty or sixty feet from the ground. In the western 
face of this bui1ding,.but not exactly in the centre of it, was a 
common-sized doorway, Aat at the top, and ornamented by a 
seulptured frieze. At the south-west angle of the' tower, above 
the pyramid, was also a square piJaster, with a capital resembling 
the Ionic of the Greeks; but the ornament between the volutes 
appeared to represent a branch, .with leaves extending on each 
side, as if to represent a wreatlt bound round its head; the sculp­
ture was, however, too much wArn to trace this distinctly. 
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Tl\~ passage of entrance being open, we could see that 
the interior of this pyramidal edifice was square; and I learnt 
Ji'om my guides that it was now used as ,,8 mosque by th.e- few 
Mohammooans residing here. I had so strong a desire to enter 
tbis that I would willingly have ellCountered any risk to e!'ect it 
if alone; but, with my present companions, I could not even stay 
to examine the exterior sufficiently, although every thing I saw 
around me tended to awaken my curiosity. The buildings in this 
place seemed to indicate a style of architecture neither Greek, 
Roman, nor Saracen, and, therefore, probably aboriginal and of 
very high antiquity. The pyramidal tower resembled in some of 
its features the works of Egypt; in others it was not unlike the 
pagodas of fIinrloostan; and in othprs it might be considered as 
of the same age with the supposed tombs of' Zacharias and Absa­
lom, in the valley of Jehoshaphat, near Jerusalem j and, therefore, 
of Chaldean or Jewish origin. I halted to drink for the purpose 
of prolonging our stay for a moment, and on every side on which 
I cast my view, bJocks of ancieJ.It masonry and fragments of ruint.d 
buildings caught my eye. 

From the large masses of the black porous stone found among 
the ruins here, the people of the country make circular millstones, 
nnd carry them from hence to the large towns on the west of the 
Jordan for sale. We saw here two camels employed in the trans­
port of these stones, each of them now loaded and on their way. 
The weight is so great that it requires a strong animal to carry 
even one of them; those that we saw were laid flat on the animal's 
back, on the very centre of the hump, thus resting on the high 
part of the camel's saddle, and secured by cords passing under 
its belly. The diameter being nearly six feet, the stone completely 
shaded the body of the camel from the sun, though it must have 
been a painful burthen to carry .. the .tone being about six inches 
thick in the centre and dimini.hyag to about four at the edge •• 
The price of these millstone. at tile place. where they are made, 
w/licb must be for the labour onl~, as the material co.t. nothing, 
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W& 1_ to be from 100 to 500 piaotres per pair, according yo their 
aiae and quality . 

. OUr course from .I)1ezereebe to Dahhil had been east and the . , 
di,tance three hours j from hence, however J we proceeded in a 
8OuthJi5st direction, making Wlis circuit in order to keep on the 
highway,8s there is in general no making sure progress but by 
fonowing the beaten track, every other part being liable to obstruc­
tions that are sometimes impassable, and oblige those who make 
a digression from the high road to return to it again. In about 
an hour after quitting Dahhil, the level still gently descending, we 
came to the remains of a fine Roman aqueduct, going across a 
hollow in the plain. It is called Caniiter Pharaoun, bv the Arabs, 
who generally attribute all great works of which the), know not 
the origin, e ither to Pharaoh, to Holomon, or to Genii. From my 
gUIdes, who were well acquainted with its course, I learnt that this 
aqueduct began at n place called Idilly, one hour to the north­
west of lsmiskeen, a town about two hours' journey to the north 
of .. this; and alter traversing the Hpuran thus far, it turned off' to 
the town of Rimzah, which we hau passed, and from thence went 
westward to the ruined city seatea on the hill of Oom Kais', which 
it anciently supplied with water, as the Hieromax, which flows 8t 

the foot of that mOllntain, :Jan too low to be available for domestic 
purposes. This was only another proof, added to the many I had 
already witnessed, of the vast labour and expense bestowed by the 
Romans on the towns of their distant colonies, to promote the 
comfort and even luxury of' their citizens; an example that would 
be worthy the imitation of our own country, and as yet, certain1y, 
unattempted; for neither in the East nor in the "\o\i'est Indies, at 
the Cape of Good H ope, New South Wales, nor any other of the 
many colonial possessions of Great Britain, are there any works, even 

. at their respective capitals (fortre .. es alone excepted), which ca~ 
he.coropared, for magnificence 1 utility, with the numerous pubhc 
worn,scattered over the region of the Decapolis, and attached to 
coIooial towns of the Romans, 0 . 80 little importance even in their 
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estimn\ iOI1, that not even <tbeir nam ....... ~ded·tn US ",,<the 

annals of their e~pirt!. 
At the spot where we fir.t earne in <:olltact with the _ns 

of tbis aqueduct. there were two separate and detached ~s 
of it still standing; each of tbeBe contained seven arcbes perfect, 
and about the same number destroyed; the arches being about 
fifteen feet in the span. and twenty feet in heigbt from tbe-ground. 
The masonry was of the rustic kind in constant use among-the 
Romans for all works of strength; the blocks of stnneJarge.'1IlId 
admirably united without cement, and each stone marked with a 
separate character, as if for the guidance of the workmen in plac­
ing them, the marks having among others the following fonns:-

'T'~T1LR 
From hence, in half an hour after passing the aqueduct, \fe . . 

saw the tnwn of Ikketeeby on our left, at the d,stance of & quarter 
of a mile. Rising from among its dwellings was seen a square 
tower with the appeal'ance of a pyramidal base, like the one before 
described at Dahhil, but we were not sufficiently near to it to 
speak with certainty on this subject. A few minutes after this, we 
entered a place nalDed Gherba,' which is al,o called the town of 
Job, from a tradition that the prophet Job was born and resided 
here, and that this was the scene of his history as detailed in the 
.acred volume. 

On our way from Mezereebc to this place, we had passed in 
sight of several towns, to the southward of our route, among which 
were El-Draab, or Idderahh,~ a large _n with a high square 
lOwer, appearing at t.he di.tance of four or five miles off 11ke the 
lOwer at Oorh-el-Russiis, or that"n the valley of Adjeloon • . ld~r-

• nu.;" thought to be the city of.Ed<ei, .., frequeotly ..... tioned in the hwjoI. 
writings at one of the mo&t important p1a~ ~ the territory of &shan, tile 'k&ii ,of 
whidl, in the time of Moses, lived at AlbfU"'lh' wIiich bf some ii ~ ... bc 
1Ioe_ ... ifhBoon. 
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ahh is, howel'er, flow entire1y deserted, and the inhabitapts have 
taken refuge at Gherbee. This migration of persons trom onc 
town to another i. saip to be frequent throughout the whole of the 
Haurin, in consequence of the incursioos of the Arabs belonging 
to the tribes of Beni Hassan, Beni Ibn Saood, Beni Saiide, and 
others, who come down from the eastern mountains in large bodies, 
and scour the plains below from on(' eml to the other. We were 
assured that, Duly a week since, a party of 300 Arabs had come 
down from the hills, and taken off from Rimzah, onc of' the largest 
towns here, and in the sacred way of the Dcru-el-Hadj, or road of 
the pilgrims from Damascus to .Mecca, upwards of 100 head of 
cattle, in horses, oxen, and sheep; and this W,IS said to'be no un­
frequent occurrence: in so unprotected a stale arc ;.he lives antl 
property of individual~ resiJing in these parts, and so insecure also 
is the wholc of the country for travellers, whether journeying on 
business or for pleasure. 

On entering the town of (';-hcrbce, I notieed small enclo­
!lures, like meadows, for the flotks, with a sort of watch-house 
built in the <,cnl rl' of each for the shepherds, who remain in 
them nigllt and Jay, relicying c'adl other by watches, fo~ the pur­
pose of guarding their herds from secret depl'edation, as well as to 
give the alarm in c<lse of· open attack. 

In passing by a heap of ruin s, among which were somc s('ulp­
tured blocks, I remarked one with nn inscription on it, almost 
obliterated. The characters were certainly lleither Arabic, Greek, 
nor the Hebrew now'in 11SC, but rHtller rcsemhlcLJ. some of the old 
inscriptions in unknown characters found in Inuia, and particularly 
like some of those on the caves 'Of I{enneri, in Salseltc, ncar Bom­
bay. As I remembered the "great interest excited by the written 
characters at Mount Mokatteb, ncar the Desert of Sinai, from 
which the learned in Europe hoped to 'obtain some light ns to the 
lost eharacter of the original\Hebrew, for wbich the Chaldaic i, 
now used, I was particularly desirous of alighting to copy this 
inscription, four or five linp.s of which, at least, were tolerably dis~ 

z 
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tinct, any with some patience might. have been accurately trans. 
cribed i but my guides resisted this most strenuously, as we w~re 
nOw in a town of 400 Mohammedn~.s, with-ollly four Christians in 
the whole place, at the house of one of which we were to alight; 
and this being known, we should be sure by. such a step to attract 
a crowd around us, and be ill treated as infi~eIs and sorcerers. I 
was. obliged, therefore, to yield to their refusal, and descending 
into a Jower part of the town, with ruined dwellings on each side 
of our road, we alighted at the house of myoId guide Abu Farah's 
friend. 

Our horses were taken care of, and we were conducted into a 
large roorn of about forty reet long by fifteen broad, and twelve 
fl'et high, wilJl a raised spAce at one end about fifteen feet square, 
as if for the accommodation of beds, and the lower part of' the 
room set apart for animals~ as there were troughs for food arid 
water on each side. The who1e of the masonry of this edifice was 
extremely solid, the stones being in general nve and six feet in 
length, squarely hewn, and closely united, and the posterns an6 
architrav~s of the doorways were each of onc solid stone hewn 
into a square form. It was evident, too, that the door itself 
had once been of stone, as the marks of the pivots for hinges, 
and the aperture for receiving the bolt, f:xactly as in those at the 
tombs of Oom Kais, still remained; the original door had been 
removed, however, and its place WBM now supplied by a wooden 
one. The whole of the roof or ceiling was constructed. of stone, 
the largest of the beams being of one 8<llid' piece, stretching 
across ii'om waH to wa]], and of corresponding thickness, as in the 
colossal temples 'of Egypt, and the interval. filled up by shorter 
stones like rafters and planking, makIng the whole one .olid mass 
of stone. It appears to have been the same Cause that led ·to tbis 
mode of building both in Egypt lind the Hauriin, namely, the total 
absence of good building. timber in ~ot? these co~ntries;. fOf'~n.1I 
our route of to-day we had not sqeR 10 any pomt of d.reetion : a 
single tree, nor even a bush of any size upon .tbe ground. · In its 
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general character, the Plain of the Hauran resembles1those of 
Belkah to the south-east of Assalt, and Esdraelon in Galilee, in 
haYing gentle elevat,jons, the same level being nowhere of long 
continuation, though still not so much above or below each other 
u to destroy its , general character of an ,irregular and undulating 
plain, in which there is nothing that deserves to be called a hill 
on its whole surface. The emineflces that here and there break 
its continuity are mostly small veins of rock projecting above the 
surface, and these appear to have been selected in all cases for the 
'sites of towns, for the sake of securing a commanding position, a 
freer air, a dryer soil, and convenient access to th e materia1s of 
building, which, indeed, were thus close at hand. Ot~ towns on 
eminences like these we saw at least thirty, in diffe.rent points of 
bearing, on our way from Ef-Hllussell to El-Ghcrbee, and particu­
larly to the eastward of the latter. 

When our fire was lighted, the want of wood was supplied by 
using the dried dung of animab, which, wjth a small portion of 
&lareon), was the only kind of flje) procurable here. At sunset 
the camels of our host entered the room in which we were seated, 
and ranged themselves along, to the number of eight on 'each side, 
at the stone troughs before described. The height of the door of 
entrance, which was about seven feet, had struck me at first as 
something unusual, since, in most of the towns to the westward, 
the height of the door is rather below than above the human 
stature, and passengers are generally obliged to stoop before they 
can enter it. Here, however, the motive for increasing the height 
became evident, as· in its present state it just admitted the entrance 
of the camels, and was no doubt originally const;l1cted for that 
purpose, so as to admit them under shelter at night, and secure 
them from the incursions of the neighbouring Arabs. This flat 
country must always have been a" country of camels, from the ear­
Hest 'agee: and these rooms ~r their reception might have been 
of very high antiquity, for thl nature of the materials of which 
they were built (there being no wood whatever, and nothing <!Ise 
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of a }u?ri, hable nature used in their construction) made them in 
a manner indestructib1e. 

Dl!ring our journey through the hill&, we had seen ou)y 
horses, mules, and asses, used as beasts of burden; but since we 
had entcreu the Plain of the Hauriin, W~ had met only camels, and 
these to the llumbC'r of severnl hundreds in the course of one day. 
If this were realJy the land of Uz, and the town in which we now 
halted the place of .Tob's residence, as tradition maintained, there 
could be no portion of all Syria or Palestine, that I had yet seeD, 

morc suited to the production and maintenance of the 7000 sheep, 
3000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 she asses, which arc enuw 

merateu as form illg the ~ubstancc of this greatest of all the men 
of the Ea~t. ,{Jub, i . ~t) At the present day, there is no man, 
probably, with buch hcrJs and flocks for his portion; but these are 
stiB, as they were in the carlicl>t times, the great wealth of the meh 
of substance in the countr.v j and it is as common now as it 
appears to have been when the history of Joh was written, to 
describe a man of consideration" in these plains by the number of 
his Rocks, and herds mther than hy any other les:, tangible ind.i· 
cation of wealth. 

At the period of our stay lu"rc we learnt that thC' late drought 
with which the plains had been afflicted, had nearly caused a 
famine in particular parts of the country, and this was one in 
which it was severely felt. Corn, for instance, in this plain, which 
in ~easons of abunda.nce formed the granary for the whole of Syria, 
and was, consequently, cheaper than elsewhere, was now sening at 
three piastres, or more than half 8 crown sterling per gallon, a 
price that was almost without precedent or example. From the 
entire absence of rain, all tbe pasture for catile had also dried up, 
and the usual supplies of milk and butter were, therefore, "Ilually 
deficient.. Under this pressure df want aDd distress, innumerable 
families had migrat~d into the eaBter. hills among the Druses, and 
into the mountains near the Jordan~iil hoth of which districts rain 
and: snow had occaBionally fallen; while in the great PI.in of the 
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Hauran, which separates these ranges of hills, there had been a 
continued drought for four months past, without the means of 
watering by irrigation ~ and, consequently ; the soil, though na­
turaJIy fruitful, was hy this ra lamity rendered, for the prC3eut at. 
least, quite unproductive. 

In the parties we had met on the road, and among all the in~ 
habitants of the towns, I hoo noticed an appearance of freshness 
and health, with much greater cleanHness than is common to Arabs 
in genera1. In the towns at \V"hich we now halted the same thing 
was observa~le: the women and children were fluite ruddy in their 
complexions, the men were weB dressed and d ean; HUrl as the 
ancient town had been originally paven with large block; of black 
stone, with a raised can~e\\'ay Oil each ~iJe for foot pa~engers, uoth 
tI\C strects and the intC'fior of' the houses were remarkably free 
from dirt. It was uistressiug, however, to hear from all classes the 
ulliversal cry of want, and to witness, as we did, extensive tracts 
of corn land, where wlleat had ueen already sown, and the b1ade 
ai)pearing above the surface, preml'lturely withered away while yet 
green, from want of moisture .• The conversation of the evening 
was wholly engrossed by this painful and distressing topic, and in 
gloomy nppr(>hensiol1s of the miseries which must result from a 
continuation of the present weather j though some indulged a 
hope that a seasonable supply of' grain might be brought by cara­
vans from Egypt, as of old, or that the latter rains would admit of 
a second crop, before a famine should be confirmed. 



CHAP. X. 

FROM GBERBEE TO BOSRA. 

MONDAY, March 12. - After pattaking of an early breakfast 
of bread and oil, the only iOoJ which the rigid rules of the Greek 
Lent would admit, and which were as rigidly observed by the four 
Christians here as if there had been a much larger community, 
we departed from Gherbee about an hour a,£ter sunrise. Our 
coutse from hence lay nearly east, and proceeding in that direction • 
for about an hour the road turned to the north for a quarter of a 
mile to the town of Elmey. At this place were many vestiges of 
ancient buildings, among which' I noticed so~ stones sculptured 
with a cable moulding, an~ two c'rious pillars willi square shafts 
and rude capitals; their outlines p~rfect, but no ornament of any 
kind apparent, either on their summit or at their base: they were 

I 
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of a small size, not more than a foot in diameter, and poth had 
fallen on the ground. From the walls of one of the b~i1dings I 
remarked also a fligitt of stone steps projecting from its front, 
without any other support than that derived from the ill ertion 
of their inner ends in the wall, as in the flight of steps seen in 
the south end of the Temple of Isis, at Tentyra, in Egypt. The 
windows, instead of being circ~lar, as we had seen them at Dahhil, 
were in diagonal squares, cut partly out of the upper and partly out 
of the lower stone, in nearly the same manner as the circular ones 
before described. 

Having drank at this place, we pursued our way, continuing 
again along the high road to the eastward, and in less than an hour 
after quitting Elmey we arrived at the town of Suwarrow. We 
had been informed by some peasants, with whom we had exchanged 
salutations just as we entered this place, that there were forty 
horsemen of the tribe of Beni Hassan, from the eastern hills, 
stationed in the road only an hour beyond the town, and that they 
iPltercepted all travellers who pa~ed that way. It was thought 
prudent, therefore, to halt at Suwarrow, and learn the re~l state of 
the case before ,ye proceeded fu~ther, when we accordingly turned 
in, and, enquiring for the house of th~ sheikh, alighted th e 
about ten o'clock. • 

All the in~abitants of this place were - Mohammedan , and 
bore the character of being bigoted and intolerant in an unusual 
degree: great caution was, therefore, necessary to be ob erved in 
our intercourse with tliem, to avoid insult, and, perhaps, aggression. 
Abu Farah, the eldest of my guides, was so well kI?own through­
out every part of the country, that it was vain for him to attempt 
disguise, for he was almost certain of meeting orne old acquaint­
ance In every assembly. But it was· not so with Mallim Georgis, 
who had less exten ive connectiobs in these parts: accordingly, 
.Abu Firah mllint~ined his ow character as a Greek Christian, but 
represented Georgis as an Ara~ Moslem, from the west, under the 
name of Abu Shumr, and myself as a Turk, from Roum, under tIle 

} 
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name of' IAbdallah. We were received in our new characters with 
great hospitality; and, after com~c, an ample meal of' iJread, camcl'~ 
milk, anc.111Oney was served to us. On dire~tillg our l'IHJlliry ;nto 
the truth of the news Wl' lut(l heard respecting the IIOl'SCmCIl who 
intercepted the rond h('yond LIS, we fQUllll it confirmed, awl all 
parties advised liS to halt hcl'(~ n day, ill the assurance of perfect 
safety under the roof' of the sheikh, during which interval we might 
ue able to learn the mo'-cmcllts of' these plunderers. li'om ~ Ilcll 

as might challce to cscapl' them, alld drop ill 01' pas'i through 
this on their wny frolll the f':1.stwaru. l\Iy situation was, now, 
a ,'c ry pain/ill one. T tlHtlcrstood sufllcicntly of Arabic to joil! in 
the generhl COIlYCrhatioll withollt ('x citing su..;picions of my heing 
n stranger, u~illp: ulily the I'I'C"-duliull ur II('\CI' speaking hut whclI 
absolutely ncccs~ar}; lHit 1 :"!('arccly undcrstood lt~ n won\..; of 

Turkish, and I trt'mblC'd al tll(' clltrnllCt' of evC'rj' II CW \·;silor, from 
the apprehension of Illy heing Rddrl's~cd ill t hat language, and 
being unable to reply. Fortunately j()J' In.Y wishes at the Ill'CSt'lll 

moment, I hnd dmillg tIll' ItI~t, two days suffered .'iC'\'crcly frolJ) 'a 

violent h,ead-ache, which uf'ing known to Ill)' ('olllpalliolls, they 
advised me to lie dowlI for all hOlt!' aJHl repose myself: r was but 
too happy to follow this advice. ami as it was givell publicly, the 
motive W~IS gCllcr,1.lJy un~ler<.;tood, ~o tltat no apology was nC('cssary 
for such a step. I thC'l'cilHC rolled Hl),sclfup in my cloak; and though 
I did not sleep a moment, hom the allxious state of my mind, I 
was glad to prolong this state of security ii'om detection, and CIJ­

croachcd on the limits or the hotIl' at least fburlu/u. 
Arising towards the clOSt! of the uftcl'lloon, I walked around 

the court of the dwelling in which wc had reposeJ, and saw also 
from the outer walls some other portions of the town. Though 
there were said to be about 400 inhabitants, the town was almost 
entirely in ruins; and it was clear, from such parts of the edifices as 
still remained perfect, that the w~oJe of the buildings now seen 
were of great antiquity, though m~ly of their repairs were modem. 
Itl front of the house in which we remained was a large quadran-
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gular court, on the outside of which were severafraised semicircular 
benches of masonry, capable of containing R party of twenty indi­
viduals, and constru~ted appareutly for the accommodation of per­
sons desirous of enjoying there the freshness of the morning and 
evening air. ~Tithin this court was a large building nearly 100 feet 
long, the west end. of which was used as the room of entertain­
ment fur strangers. It was not more than twenty feet square. 
The roof of this edifice was formed of' beams of stone, but the 
pieces not being long enough to reach quite across the building 
from wall to wall, there was a celltral nrcade for the ends of the 
short beams to unite upon for support. The arches of this were 
extremely rude, being neither round nor pointed, aml so irregu­
Iurly formed that no two stOnt~., in the 'iWCCp of' til(; arch were of 
the ~ame length, their ends Lhus overlapillg: each other in a most 
unfinished rnallller, Though the beams were of stOllt', the smalll'r 
parts, representing the miters anJ planking, were supplied by wood, 
which formed a singular mixture, allil gave the whole n new ap­
,Jearance j the first was prohablj",thc more alH:i(·lIt portion of the 
work, and the latter a llloJern lal.>our. The entrancc to this build­
ing had oncc becn clo1'>cd by 'a doulJlc or j()hlillg door of stone, 
but the place of this wus now supplied OJ' a siugle door of wood, 
which is lighter alld more cOllvenient tor usc, out fill' less secure. 
It was hung, IlOwcvcr, exactly like the massy stone uoors in the 
sepulchres of Dum Kais, as, illdeed, were all the doors of every 

_description that I hau yet seell in the Haurall j that is, without 
hinges of nny kinu j but in liell of them a pivot aL the top and one 
at the bottom, formed ii'om elongations of the material of the door 
it&:elf~ and traversing in so~ketl) to which they UfC n'iccly fitted both 
above and below. The door was flat at the top, and the irame 
composed of three large pieces of stone; and over it. was a small 
tJ'lua.re window, which we regarded as an improvement worthy the 
adQp\olQll of the Arab village~ in their d~ellings, in w,hich, from 
the want. of' such apertures, w~en t.he dOOl' IS shut, there IS no place 
W~Veti wr the admission of air or light, Of fOl' the outlet of -the 
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smoke, by. which persons u08ccuatomed to its effects are sometimes 
nearly suffocated. 

At the east end of this building rose a hi\th tower, DOW par.tly 
ruined; but the angle of it, which remained most perfect., hau 
an inclined slope, like the pyramidal moles which stand before 
the principal temples of Egypt. 1letween this and the eastern 
end, or in the centre of the south front, was a door that led into 
an interior court, which I was prevented entering from its ('..entain ... 
ing the females of the sheikh's family. Thi. outer door had a flat 
and deep architrave, in the centre of which was the circle formed by 
a serpent with its tail in its mouth, supposed to be an emblem of 
eternity, and frequently seen among the sculptnred hieroglyphics of 
Egyptian temylt:s. On one side of this was visihle the ii"Hgment of a 
figure, which, had I seen it in any other place, I should have pro­
nounced to be an Egyptian priest, so much ofit:\s was visible exactly 
resembling the lower part of those personages as they are repre­
sented in tile multiplied sculptures along the banks of the Nile: and 
the corners ,of this block of' stone were marked hy circles like whee)s-­
offire, probably intended to represent planets in motion. Within this 
door of' entrance, and at a short distance only beyond it, was seen a 
Roman arched passage of masonry, leading to the inner court, which 
was paved; the outer court, over which stood tIte sculptured urchi. 
trave already described, was closed by n double door., or, as it is more 
generally called, a pair of folding tIoors, formed each of one large 
and solid stone. I had an opportunity of seeing both these doora 
opened and shut, by which I perceived that theJ were hung in exaotly 
the same manner as the stone doors in the sepulchres of Oom Kaist 

and that like them also, these were secured by a bar of stone ~n the 
insipe. The whole of this edifice appeared to me, both Irom its style 
ofbuildiug, its divisions, and its ornaments, to have been originally a­
Pog&ll.temple, whether of the ancient CbaIde." .. or of more_i 
times, it w ... not so easy to determi'r-' froID !.he mixtllre of, __ 
ingly incongl'uous parts: but it mi~,t have been IlOnvelied ,to .... 
rio". uses, and hav~ IUIdergone correapoL\ding addition. ~ain 
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since its original construction, which was decidedly of an age very 
remote from the present. I would gladly have bestowed an hour 
on-the examination of its interior, but this was rendered impossible, 
from its being the apartment of the sheikh's female estahlishment, 
into which even their male relatives Rre not permitted to enter. 

During the latter part o~ the day, which was sprnt in a circle 
round the fire, with a party of at least twenty persons, though 
these were constantly changing, by some rising up and going away, 
giving place to others who had newly come, I saw before me a 
complete picture of Arab life, and heard many curious particulars, 
which, as usual, I had occasion to regret my want of opportunity 
to record. It appeared that the forty horse!TIen in the neighbour­
hood, though they intercepted stranger~ and trsv.ellers coming 
Ii'om this town of Suwarrow, derived- all their supplies from this 
place and another to the eastward of them, on condition that the 
towns themselves should be safe from their depredations, and that 
no strangers even should be molested as long as they were sheltered 
beneath their roof'!. Their privile~s were to extend thus far, and no 
farther j for they could not protect a man even a mile beyond their 
dwellings; so that the unwary traveller passing by either of these 
neutral or privileged posts, was almost sure of being stripped of all 
his property, though his-life would be in no danger as long as he 
made no resistance. 

The towns of the Hamlin are so frequently visited by parties 
of plunderers of this description, that the present state of things was 
viewed here with comparative indifference, and was indeed expected 
by all to have existed to a much more extensive degree j for at the 
present moment the affairs of Damascus were in such confusion, that 
no one yet knew who was to succeed the late Pasha in his govern­
ment, and accordingly, disorder and danger increased with every' 
8uooeeding day. It is in periods of misrule like these, that one 
town becomes suddenly dese~ and another repeopled at short 
intervals of time; so that fro'" the edifices in each being of tbe 
most dU'rable kind, they remain "ninjured, and thus serve for'the 

'A A 2 
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habitations of race after race, descending through many generations. 
For the same reason, the houses may be said to be without permt­
nent owners, the first occupier holding his ri§ht indisputable, until 
he is..forced by some sudden emergency to quit it j when the next 
occupier enters and retains it on the same condition, no rent or tM:es 
being paid in either case, any more than would be if a man lived 
in his own tents, or in 8 natura) cavern which he might find Buited 
to his purpose, and adopt for his abode. As there are in general 
more houses in these everlasting and inllestructible towns, than 
there are persons at anyone time requiring to occupy them, an 
ample choice is afforded to all parties, but particularly to the 
earJiest coiners; and as no one has a permanent interest in the 
security of anyone parlicular dwelling, very little attention is paid 
to improving them. The buildings are in themselves so strong, 
being wllOlly composed of ~tone, including roof's and even 0.001"8, 

that they never need repairs. In times of great danger, when a 
visit from Arabs of the Desert is apprehended, the inhabitants 
either retire to some other town, or barricade themselves in their 
houses by peaping up loose stones to oppose the approach of horse. 
men to the most defenceless parts 'of their dwellings, while they 
can assail them with the same material as missiles ii'om the ter­
races above. It is only by walls of loose stones heaped up 
without cement, that the pnclosnres for the cattle are tonnell, unless, 
as is sometimes the case, they are driven into the dwelling itself 
at night, where they remain perfectly secure from depredation. 

All the towns of the Bauran are consid~rcd as subject to the 
government of Damascus, but it is a mere nominal subjection; for 
when the milit~ry make their annual tour for the colJection of the 
miri, or land revenue, it is as frL><)uently evaded as it is paid, by 
the parties from whom it is due retiring for a short period with 
their families and flocks into the eastern hill., and leaving the bare 
land and empty dwellings only for tlJe tax-gatherers, which, bQW­
ever, being botb immoveable, the r""men find exactly in tlie .""'" 
.tate on their return. The people ..... in general t&\I, stout, and 
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muscular men, with· full and dark beards, resembling in stature 
and person the finest race of the Fellahs of Lower Egypt, particu­
larly those of Sharki~h, on the eastern branch of the Nile, who 
are superior to those on the west. They are. however, ly,uch 
cleaner than the Egyptians, and generally better dressed, their 
ordinary apparel being .a long white shirt and trowsers, with a 
broad leathern girdle, a red cloth cap forming the centre of their 
turban, and this completed by a white muslin cloth rolled round 
the brow, encircling the head. All the men, of whatever dass or 
condition, wear arms, consisting generally of a musket and a dirk, 
or a pistol Rnd a sword, it being thought unsafe to travel even an 
hour's di~tance, without being thus prepared for self...Jefence, 

During our stay at Suwarrow, there were continual arrivals 
of persons f~om all quarters, most of whom halted here without 
intending to proceed farther, until the road was dear: and by a 
smaH party ,of the townsmen themselves who came from the east­
ward, we learnt that the horsemen now intercepting the road in that 
<Juarter were preparing for movem,ent, and intenued making a tour 
northward, in the course of the night. ~"'any of the incidents of 
our present situation reminded me forcibly of being at 'sea in an 
unprotected merchant ship in time of' war, when every distant Mil 
is magnified into an enltmy, and nil eyes are on the stretch for 
discovery, Look-outs were stationed on the terraces of the houses, 
and on the heaps of rubbish formed in different parts of the town; 
and messengers were repeatedly sent by them to the sheikh's house 
to report what they saw : one man, for instance, arrived to say th3t 
three horsemen were in sight to the southward, going westerly i 
aoother followed .soon after, to say that five men on 'foot were seen 
in the western quarter, apparently bound this way; then came 
another announcement stating, that two horsemen, strangers, who 
had passed through Suwarrow without halting, about an hour 
before, were seen stopped b3\ the plunderers to the eastward, by 
whom tbey were stripped, anc4 were now returning on foot to the 
town, the whole of this affair heing distinctly seen from the terr.ce 
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of the sheikh', house, and without a glas., .0 ·acute has nature and 
habit together rendered the visio~ of these people; the transaction, 
though on a plain, taking place at the di.l;ance of at least three 
miles from the spot in which it was observed. 

We had a constant succession of' reports like these, some true, 
and some perhaps exaggerated by alarm j but Boon after au nset, the 
two horsemen who had been stripped, returned back to the town, 
and entered the room in which we were sitting, each having only 
a shirt and a skull cap remaining. These men had not halted in 
their way th1'ough the town, being wen-mounted and proceeding 
onward in confidence, not knowing anything of the state of the 
road beyond us, from not stopping to make enquiries; they were 
therefore taken by surprise, wheu they found. themselves surround­
ed by hostile men mounted and armed as themselves. They con­
sidered their case the more unfortunate, as, if they had been but half 
an hour later, they would have escaped injury, the whole troop being 
then mount.ed, in order to commence their march to the north­
ward as the sun Ret. As it was, they were plundered of their 
horses, arms, money, clothes, and all that they possessed, excepting 
only the shirt and cap left to cover their nakedness; and they had 
the additional mortification to see their plunderers set out with 
all their train. and to know that there was no hope of their having 
their property restored. I observed, with pleasure, that every in­
dividual of our party sympathised in the condition of these unfor­
tunate men, and that there was not one in the room who did not 
contribute to re-clothe them, and alsoto form a small purse of money 
to meet their immediate wants. They had thus more garments 
given them than they could possibly wear, or could conveniently 
carry, and about ten piastres in money, which was more than their 
expen.e. back to their own town would req uir .. deprived s. they 
now were of their horaes, the only article requiring to be purchased 
with money in this part of the Jlauran being com fur these 
animal., which was now unu.ually locarce and dear. A foot pas­
senger rould therefore make hi. way at little or DO expen .... as 
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travellers and wayfarers of every description halt at the aheikh'. 
dwelling, where, whatever may be the rank or condition of the 
stranger, before any qQestions are asked him as to where he oomea 
from, or whither he is going, coffee is served to him from 0. llnge 
pot always on the fire, and a meal of bread, milk, oi1, honey, or 
butter is set before him, for which no payment is ever demanded 
or even expected by the host, who, in this manner, feeds at least 
twenty persons on an average, every dRy in the year, from his own 
purse: at least I could not learn that he was remunera.ted in any 
manner for this expenditure, though it i!:l cons~dered 8S a necessary 
consequence of his situation as Chief of the com munity, that he 
should maintain this ancient practice of hospitality to stfltngers. 

Our evening supper consisted of boiled rice and stewed meat, 
with onions, and some milk poured on the whole; and as it wa.~ the 
GI'eek Lent, which my two Christian guides observed rigidly, 
though Abu Farah's fasting was much against his inclination, the 
Mallim (~corgis wus obliged to decline eating of the dish /Sct before 
us, there being flesh and. butter ip its composition. From this 
simple circumstance- it was immediately known that he was not a 
I\ioslem, as at first pretended: uut fortunately the company were 
in such good humour, that no evil consequences resulted irom thi.1 
discovery, which at any other time of the day, and in any other 
frame of mind, would not have been regarded by our Mohammedan 
entertainers with so much indifference or complacency. I performed 
my part, however, without scruple, and if the purity of' my faith 
were estimated by the quantity of flesh meat eaten at my evening 
meal, I must have appeared in all eyes as one of the most orthodox 

of the party. 
The MaJlim Georgi. and Abu Fitrah, who ate a supper of 

bread and olive oil by themselves, rejoined the circle SOOI1 alter­
wards, and made effectual amends- for their temporary separation, 
by their united exertions to ple~ :ethe first reciting with appropriate 
~n and gesture a long Arabi"" tale of the Kh.lif. of Bughdad, 
and the latter following this lip by a sort of dramatic rehearsal, 
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consisting of declamation, recitative, diaJogue, action, and singing, 
which lasted fully two hours, and which, like an Oriental personifi­
cation of English l\fatthews t he sustained.. unaided and alone, 
with great humour and spirit, from its opening to its close. 

It was past midnight before our cheerful and entertaining 
party broke up, when we aU lay down, to the number of twenty­
three persons, on the same floor, each measuring his lengthon the 
earth on which he sat, rolling himself in his cloak to serve for 
matrass and coverlid, and using whatever was nearest at hand for 
a pillow. 

Tuegday, March 13.-\Ve remained to take a light breakfast 
before starling fi·olll SUWtllTUW, and left the town about an hour 
after Bun-rise, the sheikh and his SOl1 hoMing our horses, attending 
us to the outer gate of their dwelling, and giving us the H 1\1aot 
SaJaami," or beneuiction of peace as we departed. As the Arab 
horsemen were now gone to the northward, the·only route Jell 
open lor us \Vas to go from hence to Bosra, and join some sUie 
party from that place to Damascus, or else go through the country 
of the eastern Druses, which from being well peopled and less 
visited by the Arabs, was less dangerous to travelleni. We accord­
ingly proceeded eastward, and in abOUt" an hour after our leaving 
Suwarrow, we passed Haraak and Haryik, the two ruined and 
deserted towns on which the preda.tory horsemen had quartered 
themselves, and which, they having now abandoned, was without 
a single living being as an inhabitant. We did not enter these 
towns, but passed a little to the southward of them; from whence 
however we could observe, that in size, manner of construction, 
and the general aspect and nature of their edifices, they resembled 
most of the other towns that we had yet seen in our way through 
the extensive plain of the Haur&n. 

Our road was now Over a more: rugged and stony soil, 88 we 
/ollowed the vein of rock by the sid~ of which the highway ran, and 
<In the edge or ridge of which most of the towns had been originally 
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built. Our course from the two last-named towns made 8 bend in a 
south .. east direction, until we came to Rukhum, a ruined and 
dellerted town, distsllt about three hours from Suwarrow; after 
this, the road went again over IL fertile soil, and th{" course Lent to 
the S. S. E., in pursuing which we passed, in the short space of an 
hour, not less than fifteen dead animals, principaHy cows and 
calves, which were said to ha've died for want of pasture, as we 
could we)) believe, for the surface of the earth was every where 
parched and bare. 

From Rukhum we came in less than an hour to Tchatchy, 
another ruined and deserted town, possessing no remarkable fea­
tures by which to distinguish it from others of the sam~ size. A 
sudden turn of the ridge of rock near which our road lay, obliged 
us to turn southward, the ridge running north and south along the 
plain, and the road repeatedly changing its direction in conse­
quence of this obstacle. 

One of the peculiar characteristics of difference between the 
tuined towns in the Hlmriin amt those of the countries to the 
westward, is this, that in the former no fragments of broken pottery 
are seen, while near the ruins of ancient cities in Syria a~d Egypt, 
considerable quantities of such fragments are invariably fClUnd, 
either collected in heaps 'Or scattered about on the surface of the 
earth. From this, onc would infer, that abundant as was the lise 
of earthen vessels in the two former countries, and particularly 
along the banks of the Nile,. they were not much used in the 
Hauran, where, as slone had been so universally applied to all 
parts of their buildings from the want of wood, the same material, 
or perhaps metal, might have served for an their domestic utensils, 
and supplied the place of clay. Even at the present day. indeed. 
the want or'this is so general that there are no potters or potteries 
in the country, and scarcely a v~sel of earthenware is anywhere 
to be seen. The large jars used in their houses for containing 
corn and other provisions ard made of mud and chopped straw, 
simply dried in the sun; their sman drinking cups for coffee 

.n B 
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are of chinaware brought from Damascus; their cooking utensils 
are all of iron or copper tinned on the inside j and water, where­
ever we had yet had occasion to ask for it" was handed 10 118 jn 
round wooden vessels, about the size of an English gallon, such as 
is used in measuring COfn, about the same size, shape, and material, 
and not round like a bowl; in every part of' Syria and Egypt1 
however, the jars and water-pots are of red and yellow pottery of 
burnt clay. 

In the course of to-day's journey, we met some Christians 
from the eastern mountains, a]) armed, as were indeed all the in­
hauitants of the country that we had yet sccn j amI as we ad'/anced 
in this dirpction, we observed the people to be in general cleRner, 
handsomer, and better clad, than those slluject to the government 
of the Turkish pashas in the west. After passing Jor half an hour 
along the side of the low range of hills described, we halted for' 1\ 

moment for the convenience of Georgis, wllo had occasion to elnim 
a short delay, and takillg Abu Farah with me to the summit of the 
nearest point, wllich was quite dl.>se, I profited by this delay to tak"t:! 
from theDce a set of bearings and distam:cs of the severn} towns 
and positions within sight from thence: the former were taken by 
compass on the spot, and the latter either computed by the eye, or 
set down from the information of my gtfides j my desire being to 
attain as much and as accurate materials of this des(·ription as ] 
could, to construct a map of' this part of'the country, which at pre­
sent is quite unknown, and a blank in the be~t maps of Europe. 

Mesefeny. . S.W. 1; hour, . 
Faqueer Zenhby S.W.1W .. 2 hours. 
Seyda . S.W.IW. 6 hours. 
Nayme W. by So IS. 6 hours. 
Idderiigh • W. by S. 6 hours. 
Altaman and Arra.n • West. I hour. 
Gherbee W.IN. S hours. 
Ghummon ~byN. 6 hours. 
IWak IN .. t bour. 
RukhuR) N.W. byN. 2 hours. 
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Centre of Jebt:l--eJ~Telj 
Do. of J ebel..el-Druse 
Iddoor • • 
El MelCllllh 
Iddlirnh . • 

Sidjin 
El M izzerih 

N. by.W. 
N. to N.N. E. 
N.N.E . 
N. E. by N. 
N.E. ,N. 
N.E. ;E. 
N. E. lly E. 

Reemy E. N. 1::. . 
Walgoh . E. by N . . 
ESsiily E. i N. 
Lussuhhnh E I S ')Y . 
Jeada. . E. !Jy S. 
Sot:da E. by S. 
EI Ghc1cuh H l\urnll, 11 round hill, E. S. E. 
(;I\.'itlt· of Snlghud . S. E. . 
Oom W ellcd . . . . • . oS. E. h S. 
Rghothll .... . . . S. E. & S. 
Bo<;ra, (hid hy tl risillg ground ) S. E. J S. 
Deer .. SE 1 S . . ')' . 
Mukkrllun . . . . _ . , S. hy E. . . • . . 

'" hours. 
... hours. 
! honr. 
S hours, 
4- hours. 
... hours. 
I hour. 
S hou rs. 
3 hours. 
2 hours. 
6 hours. 

JO hQurs. 
12 hlllln .. 
2 hours. 
S hours. 

g h ours. 

t hOIll'. 

S houl" ~ . 
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The spot fi'om whence these ucaring8 were taken, was. to the 
north of Sheikh Hussein, about a quarter of a mile; and on a rocky 
eminence, similar to that on which is seated the tlcserted tomb of 
the Saint giving name t~ that place, which may be known by the 
disting:ui~hing mark of' two small domes, surrounded by a wan, 
though now in ruills. I have set down only the principal towns 
and places in view from the eminence 0 11 which we stood, omitting 
many smaller one8, lJut the enumeration is sufficient to show how 
populous a country must have been, wherein so many towns and 
vi1lages could be seen from a slight elevation above its surface. 
Excepting: in the immediate environs of large cities, or on the 
borders of rivers. I should doubt whether any country on earth, 
not even excepting Ch ina, was -ever more thickly peopled than 
these plains of the Haurtin must have been when in their most 
flourishing state, with all theitinumerolls towns tully inhabited. 

"B 2 
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On descending from this eminence, and continuing our route 
in a south-east direction, we came in half an hour to the town of 
Deer, which 1 learnt was also caIled Ibn Ekliif: It was an nnc1ent 
place of considerable size, but it was now mostly ruined and en­
tirely deserted. There were some few buildings remaining, por­
tions of which were tolerably perfect, and in these the original 
masonry appeared to be of the best' kind, the stones being large, 
and the work both smooth and solid: in one of these I remarked 
a plain cornice projecting from the wall about half way lip its 
height, without any apparent cause for its insertion there; and in 
another I remarked the square and circular window used alter­
nately. On the left we passed a singular kind of pyramid, formed 
of a large coHectiolJ of loose stUJlt~S, heaped up in a pyramidal form 
upon a platform elevated from the ground, supported by four 

• 
pillars of about three feet high, and the pyramid above this rising 
to the height of fifteen fect at least from the ground, the termin­
ation or apex of the whole being crowned by a rudely cut stone, of 
the shape of a sugar loaf, on thr- top. We could gain no accurate 
information as to this singular monument, which, however, I should 
be inclined to conjecture was an ancient tomb, though its rudeness 
might perhaps induce a belief of its mol'C modern date. 

In half an hour from Deer, we came to 'Viidi ThaJith, where 
we found a considerable stream descending from the 5I1m\'& of the 
eastern mountains above Soeda. Here we watered our horses, 
and drank of the stream, which we found to be sweet and 
refreshing. During the rainy season, this brook must be of a con­
siderable size, as at the present time, notwithstanding the long 
continued drol.ght, which had parched up the face of the whole 
country below, the stream was ahout ten feet across and a foot 
deep in the centre. 

The next place by which we' passed was Oom W cUed, a ruined 
but still inhabited village, containing about thirty Mohammedan 
families: and from thence our coUrse continued south-east, until 
we came to Rghotha, another village, in which there were no per-
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sons inhabiting the house" but where a rew of the Desert Arabs had 
encamped in tents. I noticed here the semicircular end of an old 
building, probably a <;hristian church, and many sculptured stones; 
but as we passed 8 short distance to the eastward of the town, I 
had no opportunity of seeing its interior. 

From Rghotha our course turned east, and in half an hour 
from thence we passed by a 'rude tomb, formed out of a large 
quantity of loose stones collected together in a heap, and this again 
surrounded by an oval wall of other loosE' stones. It is called the 
tomb of Aziz Ibn Sultan Hassani, who is said to have been a 
powerful chief of a tribe of Eastern Arabs, and to have met his 
death here in a warlike encounter, when very far advanced in years. 

From hence, in another hour, and proceeding nearly in the 
same direction, we came to the town of Aehhrah, the station of 
Sheikh Shibley, the chief of the Eastern Druses, and peopled 
entirely by his followers and Christians, there being no Mohamme­
dans among its inhabitants. We reached this town soon afier 
:k>ur o'clock, and alighted at th~ house of a kinsman of Abu 
F'urah, who appeared to have relations, friends, and acquaintances 
over every part of' the country. Vifc hall a large evening party 
assembled to greet our welcome, and here, for the first time in the 
Hauran, I saw chimneys aDO. fire.pIaces, as in the farm-houses ill 
England, well filled with excellent fuel, and a blazing fire kept up 
Juring the night. The men of our party were all stout, hamlsnmc, 
clean, and weB dressed; and the children were among the bf'st­
looking that I had ev~r seen in any part of Syria. The govern­
ment being in the hands of the Druse chief, and the people of that 
sect never attempting to make proselytes, but exercising great 
toleration towards all other persons of opposite religions, there 
appeared to be greater harmony and good understanding uetween 
all parties here, than could have been the case if l\fohammcdans 
had possessed t.he sovereign rule. There were severnl of the Druses 
in \Jur company, who were ~ardly to be distinguished in their 
manners or appearance from their Christian neighbours, and thoukh 
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the conversation sometimes took a political and sometimes a re. 
Hgious turD, they readHy joined in it, and expressed their opinions 
with great freedom; neither party, however, sf'eming to be otfeooed 
at the remarks of the other. In this agreeable manner, the time 
passed away so rapidly, that it was midnight before we were aware 
of it, and still later before our partY,broke up. 

JVednesday, March I 4.-0ne of the first duties of the morning 
was to pay a visit to Sheikh Shibley, whom we found, 8S early 
as sunrise, surrounded by a party of his followers, in a large 
room in which he general1y received strangers, and heard such 
complaint" as it feU within his power to attend to and remedy. 
On being presented to him, I was invited to come and seat myself 
by his side, and WI;! soon entered into a familiar conversation on 
general matters, which afterwards turned to those of n more local 
and particular nalure-. He was in per~on of the middle stature. and 
of an open countenance and agreeable manners ; his age could not 
have exceeded forty-five; his dress was plain, and hi~ whole de­
meanour entirely frr-e from ostentation. H e asked me many 
questions' respe~ting Mr. Burckhardt, whom he had known under 
the name of Ibrahim, in It short stay which he had made here: 
alld in the course of this conversation, having once or twice inti~ 
mated to me, that from the number of persons present our inter­
course could not he so free as he desired, he asked me for a sma1J 
scrap of paper, which 1 fortunately possessed, and on this he wrote 
an Arabic line, which he handed to me witHout showing it to any 
one else, the purport of' which was, " It may be, between us, another 
time, as it was'with Ibrahim." I inferred from this, that though a 
chief of the Druses, the sheikh might be disposed to communicate 
much when alone that he felt it due to his station to rcpresM when 
others were present, and regretto.zd that circumstances would not 
admit of my ~taying a day or two with him, for the purpose of a 
more confidential and familiar intdrcourse. Under existing cir­
cu\nstances our 'conversation was confined to topics of the most 
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general nature, in which everyone could join. Betbre we took 
leave, an excel1ent breakfast was brought in, consisting of the 
usuol dishes of the Turks, who live much more expensively and 
1uxuriously than the Arabs, to which were added walnuts and dipse 
or the sweet syrup made from dry raisins; and after a hearty meal 
we arose to depart. 

In passing through the town, on our way to the house of Abu 
Farah's friend, at which we had slept, I observed the fragments 
of old buildings, wrought up into more modern ones, shewing that 
this had been the site of some ancient town now destroyed, and 
that many of the present edificcs had uecll constructed out of the 
ruins of earlier ones. One of these fmgmcIlts was the ~culptured 
architrave of a doorway, the upper l'ompartment containing a 
uevice of pointed leaves overlnpping each other, and going li'om 
the left c nd to the right and the right to the left till they met in the 
centre; the under compartmcnt was a. series ofrnore rounded leaves 
or sculcs, the iUllcc UIII:" ut.'cply cut, alill the uuter in slight reliet: 
'fhere were also several plain columns seen in different parts of 
the town, and some buildings with pointed arches in the,m, which 
seemed to be original wOl'ks, and nol H'pairs, though having t.he 
appearance of considerable antiquity. 

Bci~lg determined not to dela), my progress, wJlcnever it was 
in my power to prevent it, 1 resisted all solicitations to ha)t for a 
day or two at this place, and lett Aehrrah, lIluch against the inclin­
ation of my guides, as early as nine o'clock. Our road now went 
nearly south, that being the direction of Basra, fi'om which we 
hoped to find a small caravan fol' Damascus j and .near the town 
we passed a small stream called 'Valli-Daral!. In half an hour 
beyond this, we passed on our lett the village of' EI-l\lejt.·<lmer, on 
the side of a hill. This village was inhabited principally by Druses; 
and in the short space between it and the town we had quitted, 
the industry of these people was apparent, ill the superior ordel' 
and neatness every where conspicuous, as well as in the more 
cultivated state of the land. In this inf-tance, as in 8 thousand 
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others I had witnessed, it was easy to be perceived how much the 
whole country might be benefited by a change of government. 
Wherever the despotism of the Turk extend~ every motive tor·im­
provement is taken away, and every exertion para]ysed; but where 
the influence of his tyranny is not felt, human industry makes the 
gifts of nature subservient to the happiness of man. 

In half an hour after passing the' Druse village of Ll-Mejeamer, 
we came to a ruined town called Walter, seated on the top of a 
hiB, from which, as it afforded a commanding view of the surround­
ing country, I took the following bearings:-

Al!hhrnh · . N.byE.;E. 2 miles. 
El-M\>jcamer N. E.;N. 1 mile. 
E I-Gheleab Hauriin E.N.E. · 7 miles. 
EI-Ghu%an (on a hill) . Eohy S. · I mile. 
Castle of Salghud . S.E.jE. 9 miles . 
Thel Zeghagh (011 a hill ) S. E.! S. Smiles. 
llucml (ditto) ~.byE.tE. 10 miles. 

Thcl>eeu (ditto) . S.I E. . 8 miles . 
Smaad (ditto) S.IW. · . 9 mile!.. 
¥uthuhack (ditto) S.; W. 10 miles. 

Kribrt (ditto) 5.byW. Smiles. 

Bosrn or Bussra S. W.!S. 4- miles. 
D eer Abu Salurn)' 8. "".! S. 10 miles. 
EI-Kenyel S.W.IW. 6 miles. 
Jemereen · . S.W·IW. 2 miles. 
Oom-el.Semiik S.W.byW. 12 miles. 
Deer-el-Zebear S. W.byW.!W. 1 mile. 
Mab!\rraby W.byS. . . Ii miles • 
Ghussum · West 9 miles. 
Gharrahu. • W.byN.IN. of. miles. 
El-Jizey OUR Sherkh W . byN. 'N. 12 miles. 
Jebel-el-Telj • N. N. W. in the di;;tance. 
lebel-eI-Druse From N. to N. by E. 

At Walter, the place from which the foregoing bearings were 
taken by compass, and the distances computed by the eye, there 
ate remains of Roman masonry in rustic work, particularly in a 
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large reservoir for water and cistern there j but the place is now 
entirely in ruins, and has not, probably been inhabited for many 
years past. 

In half an hour from leaving this, we passed on our right the 
ruined town called Deer-el-Zebear, and soon afterwards, on our left. 
the town of Krift, on a hi1l, poth now deserted. In a quarter of 
an hour more we passed through the bed of the Wiidi-Zeady, 
which in the rainy season is filled by a brook, the stones now left 
bare by the absence of the stream being of a deep jet or coal black; 
and in Hnother quarter of an hour passed on our right, the deserted 
town of Jemcreen, much larger in size than the two preceding it. 
At the northern extremity of this town I observed a square tower, 
with five succcssive cornices or mouldings, at different distances 
from each other, resembling the stages of a Chinese pagoda, and 
in the ('entre of the town, appeared the southern front of a large 
huilding, seeming to be in the ancient stile of the principal edi­
tices of this country. 1n the second story were two broad project­
ing cornices, not extending the whole length of' the front, but a Jittle 
way only beyond the centre, and between these were ~hree win_ 
dows, two of 8 square form and a circular onc between them; the 
lower part of the building was hidden by what appeared to me at 
this distance to be the wall of an inclosed court. On the whole 
there was more to excite curiosity than to gratify it, and [ passed 
this place, as I had Jone many others, with a regret that the nature 
of my circumstances did not admit of my devoting a day or two 
to their examination .• 

We pursued our way without interruption, beiI?-g impatient to 
ascertain the state of things at Bosra, and in half an hour from 
our last position, passed a stream called Abu Hamiighn, and in 
another half hour entered Bosra in safety. 

c c 



CHAP. XI. 

FROM BOSRA TO THE CASTLE OF SALGHUD. 

HAVING alighted at the house ofa person well known to both 
my guides, our first enquiry was 8S to the state of the roads, and 
the probable s~fety ofajourney from thence to Damascus. In an­
swer to our questions we received only vague assertions of what 
was already known to us, namely, that there was no assurance of 
safety in any part of the Hauran, without being well armed and in 
a party. The communication between this place and Damascus 
had not been so frequent of late as formerly, though there were 
oG.casionally parties of fifteen or twenty persons on horseback who 
assembled for the purpose of mutual protection on the road. We 




