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On our return we breakfasted at the house of our entertainer; 
after which, before we could take leave, it was deemed right that 
we should pay a visit to the Druse Sheik, Ahmed ibn Harouf. We 
were politely received there, aud, after taking coffee and inter­
changing a few common place compliments, retired. 

We quitted Nedjeraun at.ten o'clock in the forenoon, and pro­
ceeding over a broken road for an hour to the westward, we came 
on some old ruins of a town once standing on a rocky eminence, 
but scarcely any single edifice now remaining perfect. Near to 
this is a spring and stream of water called Moya Karatta; and two 
miles to the south is the large town of 1«.1«.1001'. 

In half an hour after passing the ruins above mentioned, We 
came to Sahara, a smaH vi1lage, built on a raised mound, but now 
entirely without inhabitants; and in an hour from hence we passed 

• 
the town of Bussr, leaving it at a little distance 011 our right. 

Our course from Nedjeraun thus far had been about west; 
and from hence the rugged mass of rock, near which the town of 
Shuhnbah is seated, on the mountains, bore east, apparently distant 
about thirty miles. The town of Bussr is peopled entirely by 
~fohammedans, and contains about 100 families. The Ihuses ex­
tend no farther west in the Hauran than Nedjeraun (though there 
are many farther to the westward, in the mountains of Lebanon 
and Anti-Lebanon); and the Christians from thence westerly 
grathially diminish in numbers. '''herever 8 settlement contains 
a few of each of these sects, a balance of interests is preserved, and 
they live together in tolerable harmony; at least they do not mo­
lest each other: but where l\fussu]mans principallx inhabit, nei-, 
ther Druses nor Christians are borne with as whe~ they live by 
themselves; the Druses being the most tolerant, and the Moham­
medans the most bigotted of the three. Bussr appears to have 
extensive ruins, but these arc mestly of private dwellings, if we 
except an old l;UJilding with two square towers, similar to one at 
Nedjeraun, which is now used for a mosque; the towers of this ~t 

Bussr have sharply-pointed domes built on them, and being 
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whitewashed on the outside, so RS to be seen from a great distance, 
re"~emble the towers usuaHy applied as light-houses, with their Ian .. 
terns at the summit. S.E. of Bussr, about a mile distant, it the 
ruined village of Dooery, on an elevated mound, now quite 
deserted. 

From Bussr, alii' course went W.N.W., and the road improved 
as we proceeded. From Ncdjeraun thus flu it had been stony in 
the extreme, and only partial spots of it were capable of cultiva­
tion; but from hence westerly we had before us a wide expanse of 
light red soil, equal to the plains of Esdraelon, or Zabulon, in 
Palestine, and like them, now bearing an abundance of thistles, 
which are now admitted to indicate a fertile soil, though often 
considerecl as a symhoJ and characteristic of sterility. The lIb­
sence of' water began, however, to uc visible; as every where 
the brown soil was parched and cracked, and not an acrc of it had 
.vet been ploughcd for seed. 

On the right of aUf road, running along east and west to the 
north of us, we had the southern edge of a rocky district, culletl 
Ledjah, which extends all the way from Bussr to Ezra westerly, 
and spreads itself for many leagues to the northward. All along 
its southern boundary are seen small towers, amI stonc wnlls of 
enclosures, both now in ruins. This district was o1lce covered 
with vineyards, and the towers were 110 doubt used as wnich­
houses, in the same manner as they were anciently in the vine­
yards about Jerusalem". It is probable, also! that the stone waJls 
seen on the hills at Salghud, at Gunnawiit, and at Shuhubah, were 
to mark the precincts of vineyards, ill the same manner as seen on 
this district. 

In about two hours from Bussr, going aU the way W.N. W. 
over a clear and rich soil, and gradually descending by a gentle 
slope towards a lower level, w~ approached the town of Ezra. 
Thi. i. built on the S. W. projecting tongue of the rocky district 
of Ledjah; and Nedjeraun i. built on a similarly projecting tongue 
of the .ame district, at the S.E. angle : there being a slight concave 
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indentation, like a bay, curving to the northward between them. 
The road of entrance into Ezra, over this bed, from the eastward, 
was-exactly like the -road of outlet from N edjeraun to the west­
ward; and at each of these, from the sharp and rugged nature of the 
rocks, we thought it prudent to di~mount and Jead OUf horses over 
it: even this, however, was ~quired to be done with great care, 
to prevent the horse from falling. It would be difficult to assign 
anyone reason for the choice of sllch apparently inconvenient 
positions fO.r these towns, that would not be liable to some objec­
tion j but the probability is. that many more considerations than 
one united to recommend it. The want of wood for building ren­
dered it necessary to use very large ~tones for some p~rts of the 
edificE's, such ns beams for the roofR and doors; and the COIl\'C­

l1ience of saving the carriage of these heavy masses, by constructing 
the building as ncar the quarries as possible, is evident. This was, 
no c.loubt, a leading consideration; and security might have been 
another j as thc unobstructed surfilce of the Plain would afford an 
;asy approach to robhers and marauders, who would have the 
greatest difficulty, particularly ifhorsemcn, in traversin6.this rocky 
bed, over which alone the town can be elltered. . 

'Ve alighted at the house of a Christian in Ezra, near the west­
ern edge of the town, and immeuiately opposite to one of the best 
preserved buildings, in the original ~tyle of the country, that I had 
yet seen. We were extrelllely well receivcu, as our host was one 
of Abu Farah's relatives: almost all the Christians of the Hauran 

• 
being from the pro\,jnccs of llell...ah and Aujeloon, from whence 
they have been driven out, as they !:jay, at different periods, by the 
southern Arabs, who lIrc constantly plundering those who settle 
near them. The eastern tribes of Bedouins, though all oeknow­
ledge them to be bad enough, are admitted, however. !lot to be 
so daring a .. ~ the Belli Hassan, anll the Belli Sakker, near the Dead 
Sea j besides which, their being here somewhat nearer to the seat 
of government At Damascus, gives them, in their opinion, great.er 

MM2 



266 FROM GUNNAWAT TO EZRA ON THE PLAIN. 

whitewashed on the outside, so as to be seen from a great distance, 
resemble the towers usually applied 8S light-houses, with their Ian. 
terns at the summit. S.E. of Dussr, about b. mile distant, is- the 
ruined village of Dooery, on an elevated motmel, now quite 
deserted. 

From Bllssr, our course went 'V .. N. W. , and the road improved 
as we proceeded. From Nedjeraun thus far it had been stony in 
the extreme, and only partial spots of it were capable of cultiva­
tion j but from hence westerly we had before us a wide expanse of 
light red soil, equal to the plains of Esdraclon, or Zabulon, in 
Palestine,. and like them, now bearing an abundance of thistles, 
which are now admitted to indicate a fertile soil, though olten 
considered as a symbol and characteristic of sterility. The ab­
sence of water began, however, to be visible; as every where 
the brown soil was parched and cracked, and not an. acre of it had 
yet been ploughed for seed. 

On the right of' our road, running along cast and west to the 
north of us, we had the southern edge of a rocky district, calle'll 
Ledjah, which extends all the way from Bussr to Ezra westerly, 
and spreatls itself for many leagues to the northward. All along 
its southern boundary are seen srnall towers, nnd stone walls of 
enclosures, both now in ruins. 1'lis district was once covered 
with vineyards, and the towers were 110 doubt used as watch­
houses, in the same manner as they were anciently in the vine­
vards about Jerusalem. It is prouabJe, also, that the stone wans . . 
seen on the hills at Salghud, at Gunnawiit, and at Shuhubah, w.ere 
to mark the precincts of vineyards, in the same manner as seen on 
this district. 

In about two hours from Bussr, going all the way W.N. W. 
over a clear and rich soil, and gradually descending by a gentle 
slope towards a lower level, w~ approached the town of Ezra. 
This is built on the S. W. projecting tongue of the rocky district 
of Ledjnh; and Nedjeraun is built on a similarly projecting tongue 
of the same district, at the s.E. angle: there being a slight concave 
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indentation, like a bay, curving to the northward between them. 
The road of entrance into Ezra, over this bed, from the eastward, 
was-exactly like the ~oad of outlet from Nedjeraun to the west­
ward; and at each of these, from the sharp and ruggl.-d nature of the 
rocks, we thought it prudent to dismount and lead our horses over 
it: even this, however, was J;equired to be done with great care, 
to prevent the horse from f.11ling. It would be difficult to assign 
anyone reason for the choice of sueh apparently inconvenient 
positions fO.r thc~e towns, that would nol be liable to some objec­
t ion; but the probability is. that many morc considerations than 
one united to recommend it. The want of wood for building ren­
dered it necessary to usc very largc stones for some P~lrts of the 
edifices, such as beams for thc roofs and doorli; anti. tIle com'e­
llience of saving the carriage of these heavy masses, by constructing 
the building as near the quarries as possible, is evident. This was, 
no douut, a leading consideration; and security might have been 
another; a~ the unobstructed surface of the Plain would afford an 
easy approach to robbers and. marauders, who would have the 
greatest difficulty, particularly if horsemen, in travcrsinb.this rocky 
bcd, over which alone tIl{' town can be elltered. ' 

' Ve alighted at the house of a Christian in Ezra, near the west­
ern edge of the taWil, and immediately opposite to one of the best 
preserved buildings, in the original ~tyle of the country, that I had 
yet seen, vVc were extremely well received, as our host was one 
of Abu Farah's relatives: almost all t he Christians of the Hauran 

• 
being from the pro\·inces of n elkah and Adjeloon, from whence 
they have been driven out, as they sny, at different. periods, by the 
southern Arabs, who are constantly plundering those who settle 
near them. The eastern tribes of Bedouins, though all al'know~ 

ledge them to be bud enough, are admitted, however, 1Iot to be 
so daring as the Beni Hassan, ann the Beni Sakker, near the Dead 
Sea; besides which, their being here somewhat nearer to the seat 
of government at Damascus, gives them, in their opinion, greater 
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protection than can be enjoyed in more remote parts, where no 
fear of a superior power exists. 

After taking a meal of Dourra bread, ahd a sweet paste made 
from grapes in the neighbourhood of Damascus, from which it is 
brought, as all the vineyards have long since declined here, we 
went out to see the town. • 

" . 

• 

.. 

n 



• 

• 
CHAP. XIV. 

• . 
STAY AT EZRA, AND JOURNEY FROM THENCE TO DAMa SCU • 

IN the examination which I desired to make of the ruins at 
Ezra, during our short stay there, I was assisted by a person well 
acquainted with the . towns who accompanied me in my ramble, 
merely to direct me through the streets, and point out such large 
buildings as the place contained. The first edifice .to which I was 
taken by my guide was what at first seemed to be a very old work, 
from the sty Ie of its architecture, but which proved to be the 
southern front of a Greek church, now called Mar Elias. The 
principal face of this building wa·s towards the west; but the place 
for the altar was no doubt on the east, where the end of the build­
ing was of a semi-circular form. The masonry of the south~rn 
face had its stones singularly inlaid and locked together, no cement 



270 STAY AT EZRA, AND 

being used. The interior was divided into a central nave, with 
two side aisles, separated by arches; and the roof, with its massy 
beams, were of solid stone; but there were no pillars in any pQ,rt of 
it. Over the large door in the southern front, in which were cir­
cular and square windows, with stones curiously interlocked with 
each other, was the following inscription:-

• 
tOIArIOZOP€;I4IB .. MAOIIAIOUITP04> 
CIT04HIWAMOYEMEOU4IAKENETIYIZ 

eKICANemOUAPOUee04>SemCKOITOY 
WEnir AK09CnOTYONRONBWN 4CSMAAH 

On a low door way to the right of'this was a singular mixtllre 
of emblems, cxhihiting the CfO'iS and the vine, as if the worship of 
Bacchus and Christ had been at one time united, or the latter en­
grafted on the ruins of the former. The cross appeared in tHe 
centre, with vine leaves and clusters of grapes suspended from its 
arms i and on each side of the cil'cle enclosing the cross, a stem of 
the vine extended, in a wavy form, with the fruit on it. 

On a side door on the left the following appeared 011 the 
architrave: -

OAHOC + HAIAC 

One of the inner divisions of this building is now used as the 
Greek church of Ezra. It has a few paltry pictures, and a rude 
altar formed of several stones piled togethel, which stands in the 
centre of the whole. The other parts of the building have been 
partitioned off into smaH dwellings, by heaping up the fallcn 
stones, and forming out of them loose and miserable walk 

From a stolle over a square window, exactly in the centre of 
the eastern or semi-circular end, J. copied the foHowing inscription, 
by climbing on the wall of an arch since built from it across the 

. street, and sitting in a space left vacant by some of the stones 
having fallen away; -
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tmr:TI.1IE.1PAMEN +EI€O.10MOr:IIPOTE 
I:IIOU.1HKEPTOIEINElr:Af.A9WINANAII0.10r:K 
IIP04>HIOUIIAIAI:YNAIIEAOIr:EOUPANOlr.lt 
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And from a broken block of. stone now used in a causeway, 
on the north side of a street to the north of the church, I copied. 
the foHowing: -

ATAHPEHONIKONII ..... Af.SOXIAIIPALU: 
.1 Yl:NIEWNTEf.r.APWNElHKWNTOICKAHA 

.1EN A80Y ANINAf.Of.TIf.OITIHCI:.1I1AOI 
PEENTWYIIE1'8YPWTHEANAT<I>AIAMA 

T>¥fCPAE0HKMI.:M AC.1IAq.[PO· 
HP[IAXANq.KAr.r.IANOn;k:MEl'O 

I.\lA.10XO!CA Yf.XE~ANMOrO\:'I'T 

In the end of the wall, a few paces to the west of this, on th(' 
lIorth side of the street, is a large sarcophagus built in with the 
dtdinary masonry. In its cover, which is flat and plain, is a circu­
lar hole, about a span in diameter, and above this is an arch cut 
in the stone, evidently for the purpose of leaving accetis to this 
hole, as if it were intended to admit of the dropping alms, or any 
other thing, into the sarcophagus below. On the side of the sar­
cophagus is a central ornament, something like a sheaf of wheat, 

. but much injured, am] 011 each side of this is an inscription, as 

follows: -

KAK.\AY.11 
ANOCOf.€T 
OIIO<l>ANOY 
LEG IP€XCEG III 

€IIOIHC€N 
THKICTHAHN 
I.1IAICAYf.OY 
.1AIIANAIC . . 

The pannels are raised from 'the surface of the stone, and the 
letters are cut deep into the black porous materjal, with a line 
drawn between each separate line of the characters. 
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Close by this sarcophaglls is a curious old mosque, with a 
large open centre and colonnades, or wings of three arcades each, 
on each side. Some of the arches rest on.square pillars of, ma­
sonry, and others on small circular columns of basalt. One 
of these pillars is formed wholly of one piece of stone, including 
pedestal, shaft, and capital; and near it is a curious double column, 
tIle pedestals of which are in one pi~ce, the shafts each composed 
of two pieces, and the two capitals with their plinths all formed 
out of one block. These pillars are not large. and are only distant 
from each other, as they stand, about a human span. They are 
right opposite to the door of entrance into the mosque, nOll we 
were assured thut it was a general belief among the Mo~alllme­
dans here, that whoever could pass through these pil1ars unhurt, 
was destined for heaven, and whoever could not. might prepare 
either to reduce his bulk, or expect a worse fate ill hell *j the 
pieces forming the shatts are united by a layer of melted leau used 
a~ a cement, und nuw visluJc. There urc two nidH~8 fur prayer in 
the southern wall of this mosque, facing towards the Kaaba ~t 
Mecca; one of these might be taken tor a Roman arch, as it has 
the semiCIrcular form", and is built of bricks, of a Rat kind and 
bright red colour, of the description commonly called Homan tiles, 
and united by a cement of fine lime almost as thick as the bricks 
themselves; the other is as characteristic of Saracen work and 
taste, being composed of alternate byers of black and white stone, 
like the niches in the bath at Dozra, amI many other specimens of 
Saracen work still seen in the great Moharnmedan cities of the 
east • 

• This is Ilnother instance to add to the several othcrs already enumerated in tlle 
.. Travels in Palestine," of the prevalence, of a notion, probably founded on 11 literal 
interpretation of ,,-llIlt must h8\'e hee-n meant in a figumtive sense by Chl'i5t~ who says, 
co Straight is the gate and narrow is the Wily whicll leadeth unto life, and few there be 
n that lind it." Matt. \'ii, ] 4.. But the notioll is lIot exclusively Christian: illlppt'ars 
td be common to all rt-tigions, 
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Over the west door of entrance to the sot1;th wmg of this 
mosque is a curious block, with a star cut in relief, and several 
holes made at stated intervals through the stone. Above this 
is sculptured the Greek cross, and below it is an inscription 
deeply cut in Arabic. On the outer western front, which 
is ascended to by a wide flight of four steps, are three square 
doors, ana above and on each s~de of the central one are three 
blocks of stone, with panne]s raised on them in high relief, and 
each containing a long Greek inscription, now illegible. These 
blocks do not appear to me, however, to have been sculptured since 
they were used in the building, but being found when tl~is mosque 
was constructed out· of the ruins of former edifices, were selected 
because of their cOJltaining slIch inscriptions, to be placed in their 
wesent positions as ornaments, or, possibly, for the purpose of 
thus recording the liu.:t that Mohammedan places of worship had 
been" raised 011 the I'uins of' Christian temples. This, at least, was 
my impression on the spot, though it might have been a conclusion 
100 hastily drawn. 

At t he north-west ang1e of the mO!Hlue is a higJ-t sloping 
~quare tower, near the top of which are seen two Roman ardled 
windows in each filce of the building; nnd below is a bastard Ionic 
column. I had long entertained Il uelief: from the various instances 
in which I ha.d seen the Roman and tile Sarncen, or the round lind 
the pointeu arch uniteu in the same building, that there must have 
been a period when tIJese distincti\'e marks of two opposite orders 
of architecture were confounded together, and often used by the 
same builder as well as in the same edifice. I was here confirmed 
in this beHer by seeing, in the interior of this tower, the round 
and the pointed form of arch used in the same arcade, and ne­
cessariJy contemporary with each other; so that the same may have 
been the case in the larger edifices, as at the castles before describ-
00, where this mixture of styles has been already observed, and 
accounted for by supposing the one to have been occasioned by 

NN 
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additions and repairs subsequent to the first building of the other: 
the subject, however, 8tm remains a difficult onc, and the solution 
of that difficulty is not much advanced even ~y this admissioIl'. 

Between the tower and the opposite wing, in front of the open 
part of the mosque, are pure Ionic capitals in good taste, with 
shafts, pedestals, and blocks of ston~, from fifteen to twenty feet 
long, evidently the remains of some former and mor~ splendid 
work of Roman times, fi'om the ruins of which the prescnt edifice 
has been constructed. In the waH of the building, only a few 
paces west of the tower, are two Arabic inscriptions nearly illegi­
ble. Grcfk inscriptions arc seen in thE' same place, so that the 
mixture of languages is as complete as the mixture of' styles. It 
was with some difficu1ty that I made copies of the following. 

The first of these is near the two Arabic inscriptions over a 
door in the wall of the building to the west of the tower: 

YII .......................... ArAeHTYXH 
YTlePCWTHPIACKAINCIKHCTOYKYI'IUYHMWNAYTO ...... . 
AYPHAlOyeeOYHPOY ......... eYCellOYCeYTYX ..... . 
WMrACZOPAYHNWNeKI1CeANTOllAAANelONI ...... . 

The next was over a small doorway, within an open court, 011 

a broken architrave, and at a short distance to the northwRrd of 
the former: 

· ..• HAOCKIZOllAI.1.0CY ..... . 
· • MOY00YKAlAAOCelrOCKA •....... 
AIACYIOK .. OCBAPAXOYKAIKOC ... 
Ocr.1.BAP4>YKAIIAIlNHAOCABrA ...• 
· .... CANeNTWNIAIWN. 

The next was on a stone in the north wall of a street, to 
tbe north-east of the preceding one, close by the side of a small 
window. The letters were large, but very lightly traced on the 
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stone and rudely formed; they are now indeed scarcely l~ible 
witlwut pain: 

nATMKII: 
XIWPIM4>Y 
ETIA4>NKIO 
EqmA .... 

To the east of this is a building called the northern church, 
now in fuins, and no trace of an inscription remaining, as far as I 
could di~cov('r. Over the southern door of this, however, are 
sculptured ornaments, formed of the vine leaf with clusters of 
grapes j with a vase, as if meant to be emulematic of -the sacra­
mental wine; and before the door is a plain sarcophagus of the 
old Roman kind, and of' the usual sizE.>. 

West 01' this, alld tIue lIorth of the square tower before de­
scribed, is a building surmounted with a high dome; and over 
the west door of entrance to this building: is the following in­
scription: -

€OYrF:rONENOIKocrorWNAAIMONWNKATAOWrION 
4>lUCl:un·HPIONE.\A M'¥ENOI lOY [KOTOr.EKAA YIlTF.N 
onOYElYI:JAIEIAWAWNNYNXOPOIAITEAWNS 
OnOY0EOl:IlAI'WPrlZETONVNElOIU: <EYMENIZETAI 
AIINIyrlJ.;4>IAOXI'II:TO);Ofll'WTEYWNIWANNIII: aIOMHAIOMHAEWEYIOE 
E<laIWN aWPON(~EWn 1'01:1·1:-1 Er KEN "$!O<-JEATON KTU:M A 
Ial'Y J.;A I: ENTOyrWTOYKA.\ .\ IN IKO Y A nOY M APrYI'Ol:rEWPrIOX 
TONIMIONNI'I'ANONTOY4>ANE:-ITOr:A YTlU.IWaNNHS 
,)YKAElynNON AAAA4>A N EPWI:EN ETI0ErOY C. 

The slone on which this inscription is cut is underneath a round or 
Roman arch, and on each side of it is the emblem of the cross, 
with clusters of grapes accompanying it. Denenth this, again, is a 
sm"all doorway with a pair of small fblding-doors of' stone, 8til) 
hanging, their dimensions being ahout four feet by three each, and 
eight inches in thickness; and above it is a small square window. 
with folding window-shuLters of stone in the same style. 

NN2 
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Within, the building is seen to be a Christian church, covered 
by a dome of about sixty feet in height, supported by eight .quare. 
pilJars of' good masonry, thus forming a circular arcade. ~The 

arches between these square pmars are of the Homan shape, and 
above each of them, III the foot of the dome, is a semicircular win­
dow. At the east end is the usual recess and altar of the Greek 
church, cut off from the outer space by a screell, with three doors 
and two small windows, and having another low partition between 
this and the rotunda, with a rude altar and some broken fragments 
of marble. The interior was stuccoed, amI paiuted witll the em­
blem of the cross and figures of saillts; and though the building 
is now in '/\ ruined state it is stilI visited as a place of worship by 
the Greeks, being Jt.:!JicaLcu to Mar Gem'gis, or St, George, the 
principal saint ill their calendar. 

There is a paved conrt in front of' this church, and the stone 
doors which lead to it are still hanging in their original position. 
TIle east end of the church js not eXllctly semjcircular, as is usual, 
but demi-sexagona), at the place where the altar is fixed. 

To the north-east of this large church is a smaller one; it con­
tains' ho\~ever, nothing remarkable, if we except the faint traces of 
a Greek inscription which is still to be seen over the western door 
of entrance, but too much obliterated to be accurate) y transcribed. 

E.S.E. of the domed church, and E.N.E. of the mosque with 
the square tower, equidistant from each about BOO yards, is the 
fragment of a building which appears like the semicircular end of' 
a church long since destrdJed, as walls and buildings of a subse­
quent date are now attached to it. On the centra] or key-stone of 
the high round arch which separated the altar from the nave, on 
the under part of the stone, i. the following: -

+€}llPOL<I>OI:A 
lUJANNOYAI . 
A<l.AErENETO 
HAHII:AYTH. 
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The characters are of the rudest form, and the most imperfectly 
traced of' any that I had yet seen; they were probably cut after the 
arch.was constructed,. as ceilings arc uone by a person lying on 
a stage with his face upward. On coming out of the nrch we 
found this to be at the east enu of the building, at the door of 
which the plain sarcophagus i~ before described 8S standing. 

In this to.wn of' Ezra arc to be found the most perfect speci­
mens of ancient houses probably throughout the whole of the 
Hauran: at least [ had not before met with any so good. In the 
course of my ramble I was taken into one that was unoccupied, 
though no part of it was destroyed or even materially injured. 
The fronl of this exhibited the singular kind of' masonry before 
descrihed as seen in the chmch of' Mar Elias, the stones being in­
terlocked within each other by a kind of dovetailing, and thus very 
strongly united without cement i with small windows, both of the 
s{]uare nnd circular form, in the same range. The central room of 
thi~ house was large and lofty, anti on each side of it was n wing, 
separated from the central room by open arcades at equal distances 
from the side'S and from each other. The east wing ~PJ!t>ared to 
have been the kitchen, as in it were seen two large fire-'places in 
the stone waH, with hearths, as in the farm-houses in England, and 
a large earthen vase, half buried in the centre of the Roor, and ca­
pable of containing at least a hogshead of water; with small 
recesses, like cupboards, around the walls. This room wa.o;; low, 
being not more than a foot auove a tall man's height: lmt the 
stone ceiling was as SI1100th as plunks of wood, as well as the ends 
of the stones on which the massy beams that forml'"c\ this roof anu 
ceiling rested. In the centre of it was sculptured a wreath, the 
ends fastened with ribband, and a fanciful design within it, all exe-' 
cuted in a style that proved it to be beyond question Roman. In 
the opposite, or western wing, were other low rooms j ami before 
the house was a flight of stone steps proje<.'ting from the waH, anu, 
un8upported. except by the end imbedded in the original masonry 
leading up to the terrace of the dwelling, In front of the whole 
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was an open paved court, and beyond this, stables with stalls and 
troughs, all hewn out of stone, for camels, oxen, mules, &c. 

This edifice was exceedingly perfect, and would be an c>bject 
of great interest to any future enquirer; but the evening was 
closing in so fast that we had not time to take a plan or elevation 
of it, though few buildings would be more worthy of an accurate 
delineation. I was convinced from this and some other proofs, 
which I remarked in our hasty ramble, that Mar Elias was itself 
an ancient building, as I had at first conceived it to be, and that it 
was at some period subsequent to its first erection that it became 
a Christian church, and received the Greek inscriptions now seen 
upon it in different parts. It is worthy of' remark, that the stones 
of a1l these builJings are origitlally black, but li'om long exposure 
to the atmosphere they decompose at the surface, and this dccof!l­
position assumes a yellow colour, giving them nn appearance 
of newness and freshn ess equal to the sandstone of' the Egyptian 
temples, which, in many places on the banks of the Nile, looks as 
if it had been taken li'om the quarry only a few days instead of 
hundreds of years ago. The most ancient of these buildings as­
sume therefore the freshest appearance: so that t.he style of the 
architecture hecomes the only safe criterion by which to judge of' 
the agt! of their first construction. From their extreme durability, 
being wholly constructed of lurge masses of stone closely and 
strongly united, this age may be carried up even to the earliest 
times of which history makes any mention j they may be as ancient 
as the pyramids of Egypt, and arc certainly likely to endure as 
long. The style and character of the buildings in question is low, 
square, and massive, like that of Egypt. The doors amI windows 
are small, and their frames, though composed of four sides, are 
ollen cut out of one stone. The d90rs themselves, from their 
great weight and thickness, arc in general immoveable by one per­
stm, though they are often nicely fitted and highly ornamented ; 
l\ud the roofs or ceilings are formed of beams and planks of stone, 
laid as closely and as smoothly together as the planked ceiling or 
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floor of an English house; so that the whole seems fitted to en­
dure for ever. These peculiarities must have belonged to a very 
early. state of society, -.vhen this taste tor the solid and indestruct.­
ible in architecture seems to have been so universally prevalent as 
it was in Babylon, Egypt, Syria, Phrenicia, Greece, and India in the 
old world, and among the .l\lcxicans and Peruvians in the new; 
but which necessarily yields to the more useful , convenient, and 
agreeable accommodations studied in buildings of a later period, 
among a11 people at least who can devote so much time, wealth, 
and labour as these massive houses of stone must have cost, to 
furnish themselves more pleasurable abodes. They might have 
been the work of the most ancient inhabitants of these plains; and 
the Romans who colonised here might have followed the taste of 
tile country, and ornamented some and built others, during the 
period they occupied t.he country; but 110 latcr date than this call 

be assigned them, as they were most assuredly not con::itructed by 
t.hp. Greek Christians, nor by the Saracen follow ers of Mohammeu. 

At sunset I obtained the following bearings and distances of 
objects as seen trom the terrace of our entertainer's dwelling ~ -

High llenked Ilili, cnllt>tl El~Hlluriill. . . . 
}tugged rock hefore Shuhubuh. . . . . . 
Town of Meieehah, Chri~tinn aod Mohllmmoonn 
TIlenciby, It M()hllmmedllo town 
Shukaru, ditto. . . • • . 
Zubbayne, ill Letljah, desertCli 
Jeddil, ditt(), ditto. .•. . . 
Harriin, ditto, ditto • . . 
Dussr, not in Lcdjah, Mohammedan 
Neamir, ditto, deserted • . . . . 

~.E. 

E.byS. 
S.E.byS.iS. 
W.S.\V. 
N.by~r. . 
N. N. E.! E. 
N. E.! E. . 
E.byN.!N. 
S. E. by E. I.E. 
S. W . byS. 

I 

50 mjl~ .... 

40 ditto. 
7 ditto. 
S diuo. 
S ditlo. 

6 ditto. 
(j ditto. 
6 ditto. 

8 ditto. 
. 8 ditto. 

The bearings of the surrounding country from the same point 
of view were 8S foHows: - To the north, were the mountains of' 
tM Druse, an extension of the eastern chain, and very distant. To 
the north-east was the fI.t stony tract of Ledjah. From east to 
south-east were the eastern mountains bounding the Hauriiu. To 



280 STAY AT EZRA, AND 

the south lay the plains of Belkah and 8 level horizon. To the 
south-west the high range of the mountains of Adjeloon, visible, 
hut distant. To the west, 8 level horizon tlS far as the Jo.rdan, 
gradually rising in broken hills as it goes to the northward, till it 
reaches the snowy Jebel-el-Telj, from N. W. by N. to N. by W. 

In the stony district of Ledjah. which begins about here, and 
extends from hence to the northward and eastward, are sllid to be 
S()6 ruined towns, and a sea (bahr) of inscriptions. These expreg.. 
sions, which are quite suited to the exaggerating taste of an Arab, 
only mean, however, that there are a great number of each. In 
the same manner I was assured by one of our party, who had been 
in Egypt, that in Belled Massr were 3GG districts, and in each dis­
trict 366 peopled towns j to which he addet1, that having seen 
Englishmen there he learnt that they had always 366 suits of 
clothes, or one for every day in the year: an impression. no doubt, 
occasioned by the frequent changes of garments among the Eng­
lish, a practice almost wholly unkoown among the ArHos, who 
after they put on a new garment rarely leave it off till it is worn 
out and ~nally done with. The people of the Hauran, generally, 
and those residing on its eastern border more parti<"lilurly, Hever 
having seen the sea, are struck with wonder awl admiration at de­
scriptiollR of large ships and the details of a sea life. Even Iwre, 
however, they are not satisfied with bare facts, however surprising 
these may be, but constantly endeavour to engraft on these, some­
thing of a more exaggerated nature, so powerful is their passion 
for the marvellous. As an illustration of this, when askell by one 
of our party what was the greatest number of cannon I had ever 
seen mounted in one ship, and replying] go, my guide, the Mal­
lim Georgis, insisted that I was far below the markt declaring most 
solemnly that he had., with his own eyes, seen ~OO pieces of C&n~ 
non discharged from one side only of Sir Sydney Smith', ,hip at 
Acre, and 200 from the other side within the same instant of time! 
He also 8sserted that Mohammed Ali, the pasha of Egypt, had 
lately sent from that country to the Hedjaz, in Arabia, 100 karat 
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of soldiers, each karat being l00,OOO! supporting his assertions 
with the most solemn declarations of their truth. This feature of 
exa~er8tion, an inseparable companlon of ignonmce, is prevalent 
among a1l classes, and can only be cured by ilH:rcased information 
diffused among the community geneI:ally, to enable them to dis­
tinguish truth ti'om falsehood. 

During our evening party I was intreated, by several of the 
individuals composing it, for written charms against poverty, sick­
ness, danger, &c. At first I endeavoured to persuade the appli­
cants that no human being possessed the power to compose such 
charms, however impostors might pretend, from interested motives, 
to propagate a belief in their efficacy j and that a very strong proof 
in support of their being false and delusive was to be gathered 
from the fact, that t lte venders of such charms, to save others from 
• misfortune, were not able to protect themselves ii'om the evils in-

separable from humanity, but werc c(}ually liable, with all other 
men, to sickness, misfortulle, and death. This nrgument, however, 
c"Ollvincing as it wou1c.l have been to most minds, had no effect 
whatever on thcirs, and I was somewhat surprised to find it com .. 
bated hy an example from sacrcd history: onc of the parties ob­
serving that the same objection had been raised, but without found­
ation, against the divinity of Christ, when those who mocked him 
exclaimed, " lIe saved others: himself he cannot save." It was 
in vain to attempt conviction on minds entrenched behind such a 
position; and, therefore, to satisfy the increasing importunity of 
those who now belie~cd, from my very scruples and reluctance, 
that I renny had the power, but was indisposed to exercise it for 
their benefit, I wrote on slips of paper various unmeaning charae­
ter.s, which were taken as favours, and construed into talismans or 
a general ratber than a particular nature, from my dec1ining to 
assign to them any specific virtue. The occurrence of such a scene 
as this among the Mohammedans of the Nile, or the barbarians of 
Nubia, or the savages of Africa, would not have been surprising; 
but here, a. I had been lorced, by what I had seen, to estimate tbe . 

o 0 
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»tate of civiJisation among tht:! Arab Christians of these pazts, 1. 
had not before supposed it to be so low as this incident evidently 
showed it to be. 

After supper we had some sage political speculations among 
the members of our party, who agreed only in one particular, that 
whenever the Christian Powers should repossess themselves of the 
Holy Land, their vengeance on the }\Iohammedan spoilers of the 
holy places would be without bounds. It may not be unworthy of 
remark, that in :Ezra a1l the dwcllings of the Christians are marked 
with the emblem of their laith on the portals of' their doors, as if 
for the guidance of some destroying angel that they expected to 
pus through their town, and spare those whose dwellings were so 
distinguished, as among the children of Israel of old. 

Tuesday, March 20.-We were detained at Ezra for the pur. 
pose of attending the morning service of the Greek church, and 
returned frOID thence to breakfast. After this, our future progress 
to Damascus became a subject of debate j and the oldest of 
my guides, Abu Farah, who had already come further from home 
than he hud at first intended, and who began to be alarmed at the 
difficulty of his returning thence all the way alone, solicited his 
release, that he might remajn at Ezra, till n convenient opportunity 
should oc('ur for his setting out in company with some Olle, on his 
way back to Assalt. The old mall'~ rC4.uest was so re~onab]e 
that it could not justly be refused; and he had already been of '0 
much service to me on the journey, that I only regretted my inca.­
pacity to reward him more liberally than my means then admitted. 
It was stipulated, however, that he should procure a guide to fill 
his place for the remainder of the way to Damascus, which was 
readily effec>ted from among those who had formed our party on 
the preceding evening, and I drew up for Abu Firah, stIch a written 
character as it appeared to me hi. many excellent qualities as a 
guide j'1"tly merited. 
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These transactions delayed our departure until noon, when 
taking leave of Abu Farah, who left me with tears and benedic­
tions. and the fervently expressed hope that we might one day 
meet again, and receiving also the good wishes of our entertainers 
for a safe entry into Dumascus, we mounted our horses to depart. 

After traversing the rock.y bpd on which the town of Ezra 
stands, we went northerly across a fine, fertile, light red soil, having 
on our left, or to the westward, an extensive plain of the same de­
scription, and on our right, or to the east, the western edge of the 
stony district of Ledjah, extending its("lf farther to the north-east. 

In little more than an hour after quitting Ezra, we passed 
through the town of Shukharah, which, like the place w~ had left, 
is built on a pr~jecting tongue of the stony tract of Ledjah, the 
pu.tches of soil intervening between these towns being like the 
curvature of small Lays gently indenting a line of rocky coast. I 
noticed nothing remarkable in this town, except an old square 
tower in its western quartel', with an open arch of the Roman form 
in the wall below, and three separate projecting ,?ornices going 
round the buildings at regular intervals above. The pppulation 
of this place being entirely Mohammedan, and on bad terms with 
their Christian neighbours, we did not alight even to take coffee, 
a great act of selt:'denial to an Arab, and much regretted by Georgis. 

On the bed of rock near this place, our Ezra guide pointed 
out to us the quarries, from whence the large mill~stones before de­
scribed are cut, of w1lich we saw several in a progressive state of 
preparation. The unski1fulness of the Arabs, and their want of 
proper implements adapted to their labour. with the expence of 
carriage from the quarry to the place of sale, each stone requiring 
a single camel, wheel carriages and good roads being entirely 
unknown, occasion an advance above the prime cost, at which they 
might be hewn in England. of at least 500 per cent. each pair of 
stones costing from ten to fifteen and sometimes twenty pounds 
.terling. Thi. is the only produce that the stony tract of Ledjah 
DOW yields. almost an its town. being deserted. except those on 

002 
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its very edge; but as the ruins scattered over it are very numerous, 
there must have been a period when some other sources of wealth 
existed for their maintenance. 

Our horses drank from Jarge stone troughs, near a quarry, at 
the bottom of which excellent fresh water was found, about twenty 
feet below the surface j and proc~ding northerly, we ascended 
from thence over a very gentlp slope for nearly an hour at a walk­
ing pace, when the whole of the stony tract of Ledjah became 
exposed to our view, and presented a most forbidding aspect. 
From this slight elevation, we went gradually down over a gentle 
declivity for another hour, until we lost sight both of Ezra and 
Shukharall, by the intervening hill; and ahout three o'clock we 
reached the town of M.hiiJjee, huilt like the others through which 
we had lately passed on a tongue of rock projecting from the main 
body of it to the northward and eastward. 

"'e had been directed here to the house of one Eesa, or Jesus, 
-8 very common name among the Arabs, whether of the GrCt.~k or 
Catholic f.ith,-the only Christian residing in the place; alld 
as our guide from Ezra informed us that all the towns between this 
and Daniascus were inhabited by Mohammedans, and that we 
need not halt at any of them if we slept here, as the journey might 
he performed in one whole day, we determined on taking up our 
shelter with him as proposed. Our horses were taken into the court­
yard of the house, and unburtilened of their saddles, without a 
single question being asked on either side; and it was not until 
we had all seated ourselvt's that our intention to remain here for 
the night was,communicated to the master of the house; so muc,h 
is it regarded as a matter of' course, that those who have a house 
to shelter themselves in, and food to partake of, should share those 
comforts with wayfarers, whenel'er they may halt at their door to 
partake of them; a ,tate of things that could not exist but in a 
country where the communication is unfrequent, and where 
from such infrequency of communication and general in88CUrity~ 
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there are neither good roads nor houses of entertainment for pas­
sengers, the sure indication of civilisation and commerce • 

• We were kindly .. eceived by our Christian host, and a meal 
of bread and oil, which I had seen so often as to make it become 
most unwelcome to me, was placed before us, there being neither 
vegetable nor animal food, nei\her eggs, butter, milk, or fruits with 
which to vary it, so that nothing but extreme hunger could support 
the CODstant repetition of the same insipid and unsatisfactory tood. 
We ate of it, however, from necessity, as choice was not permitted 
to the rigid observers of the Greek fast, still continued; and I could 
not without offence have even asked for any thing forbidden to 
themselves. When the wayfarers and guests had finishetl, the re­
mainder of the meal was eaten up by the persons resident in the 
t~wn, who had already collected to enquire who and what were the 
strangers on their way to Sham, this being the only name by which 
Damascus is known here. 

The party alluded to consisted of about ten persons, Moslem 
tnd Christians, including our host and my guides, and our first 
conversation turned on some points connected with market prices 
of different articles, and quotations of purchase and sale~ a subject. 
in which most of those present were likely to feel personally inte­
rested. The M"lIim Georgis, however, had not been long among 
them, before his peculiar genius gave the cOllversation quite a differ­
ent turn j and from speculations on the price of corn and oil, it soon 
passed to speculations on political and religious subjects, and the 

• 
awful import of the signs of the times. During the last evening 
of our stay at Nedjeraun, while a strong north w}nd blew, and 
the sky was overcast with clouds, a red light appeared in the 
west, which was no doubt the reflected light of some large firp 
that might have taken place in • field or a village near the spot 
over which it appeared; but this easy and natural solution or ,th.e 
matter was not acceptable to those who love the wonderful, and 
despise the plainness and simplicity of unexaggerated truth: _.so 
that this red light in the west, coupled with the long drought that 
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bad afflicted the Haurin, and the confusion which still reigned in 
the political affairs of Damascus, was construed into 8 portentou8 
omen of approaching plague, pestilence, and famine, with bAttle, 
murder and sudden death. Like children, who on winter nights 
gather round a fire and relate stories of ghosts and goblins, till 
they start at the sound of the wind" and are almost frightened at 
their own shadow, the party by whom I was now surrounded 
were 80 in love with their subject, and the eloquence of Georgia 
was poured out with such effect, interspersed with passages of 
rtcripture and verses of modern seel'S, that they literally talked 
themselves into a panic of alarm, and many seemed impressed 
with D belief that the world was really near its end. On 
occasions like thel:Se I generally remained a patient listener to 
what was said by other~, as I had long since discovered that an~' 

attempt to oppose superstition was always regarded as a profession 
or open infidelity. The intolerance of the human mind iN in all 
countries just in proportion to the ignorance in which it may be 
enveloped: and on this occasion I saw no hope of benefit by 
departing from my system, as the evil can only be cnred by in­
creasing knowledge. 

About sunset, when the cOllversation began to cease, J took our 
host, Jesus, on the terrace of his dwelling, and obtain d from him 
the names of such places as were visible from his house-top, took 
their bearings by compass, and their estimated distances as accu­
rately as I could by the eye, as follow •. 

Toaf, a few houses all a hiU • . s. ,\\-'. i S. 
Miggndad, a saint's tomb on a hill W. by S. ~ S. 
Kiteiby, deserted. . . . . N. W. by W. 
Inlme!, a Mohammedan town. N. W. by N. 
El Gheneyey, do. N. by W. 
Ghussawa, deserted. . N. N. E.. . 
Tubbiny, Mohammedan N. hy E. i E. 
Busseer, do. large N. E. f N. . 
Iddoeer, two towns in one. de.erted, in Ledjah, N. E •• 

' Zeby ... deoerted. m Lodjah.. . . . . • E. by S. . • . . 

Smiles. 
1 mile. 
Smiles. 
.; miles. 
6 mile. 
i mile. 
2 miles. 

10 miles. 

8 mile.. 
Smiles. 
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JeddiI, deoerted, in Ledjoh 
Ghiratata, Do. . Do. 
Lobare, Do.. Do. 
Mefeetchy, Do. . Do.-
Nadjee, Do.. Do. 
BU88r, with two white towers 

Square tower and dome of Ezra • 

Shukhara, not vIsible • • • . • 

S. E. by E. • E. 
S. E. by E. 
S. E.I S. 
S. E.IS. 
S. S.E.IE. 
S.byE.tE. 
S·IW .. . 
S.!W .. . 

28'7 

12 miles. 

t miles. 

S nllies. 
... miles. 

Smiles. 

15 miles. 
lO miles . 

6 rwles. 

All the places indicated above, with the exception of the 1a5t 
only, which is hidden by being in the low ground between this 
town and 'Ezra, were distinctly seen; and the bearings noted care.­
fully, for the purpose of filJing up the blank that now exists in our 
best maps of this almost untrodden country. Although· so many 
objects were seen, however, in this extensive panorama, the view 
wa.s, on the whole, tame and uninteresting, from the bareness and 
Aatness of the country over which it is extended. 

On enquiring whether there were many ancient inscriptions 
in the town, I was assured there were several, but no one appeared 
di§posed to take the trouble of pointing them out to me. On 
the very door, however, of the house in which we h\rl taken 
shelter, was the fragment of nn inscription still remaining, \vith 
a Greek cross in the centre of it, anu I copied this, chiefly for 
the purpose of showing, (if, after the many already copied, further 
proof could be needed,) that even in the smallest and most incon­
siderable of the towns in the Hauriin, abundant proofs of a former 
Christian population a~e to be mct with. The fragment alluded 
to was as follow& : -

M .•. IWVONV.:I.lIANO ... AI€Y .... 0 ,\: .. 
MNITYHCANIOTIOII ........... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
KAI4>IPMINIANOHe. 

The town of Mahadjee resembles those of the tlauron through 
which we had lately passed, in the general character of its style an<t , 
mode of construction, but it is smaJler than most of the towns to 
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the southward, and is at least as much in a state of ruin as any of 
them. In the S. W. quarter of the town is the Jower part·of a 
~quare tower &.till remaining, the masonry 0" which is in the sIdest 
style used here, with the stones let into each other, and united 
without cement. It is now used as a stone-cutter's workshop for 
the purpose of finishing the circul~r mill:stones before spoken of 
as manufactured from the rocky beds of the neighbouring district. 
There are not more than thirty families residing at this place, and 
the whole of them are Mohammedans, with the exception ~of our 
host, Eesa. The occupation of 41] is agriculture and the pasturage of 
cattle. I saw here the mode practised in this country for churning 
milk into' butter: the milk is placed in a goat's skin, which is filled 
:,s full as possiuJe and thcu tied at the mouth, after which it is 
roJled or shaken on the grounu by a woman who sits before it, this 
operation continuing for several hoUl's on each skin, till the butter 
is formed from the milk, wh£'ll the bag or skin is untied, nnel th£' 
two parts separated from each other. The mode is simple enough, 
it must he admitted, but not so effectual as that pursued in Eng­
land; and from the bad taste given by the skin, as weB as from 
the butth not being ~ufficiently washed after the first separation, 
so as to rid it of aH the milky particles that remain, it is ollen 
bitter and sour at the same time, and becomes rancid in a very 
tew days after being made. So inveterate, however, arc the pre­
judices of all ignoranl people, both abroad and at home, that when 
I described the method used in England, ana pointed out its ad. 
~alltages, they contended that their own was far superior. 

In our evening circle round the fire of dried dung, which stil1 
continued to be used for want of wood, we had a 1\1oos8 or Moses, 
an Ibrahim or Abraham, a Daood or David, a SuHman or Solo­
mon, an Eesa or" Jesus, with several Mohammcds or Mahomets: 
and, to complete the remarkable association of names, the two 
women who waited on U8 were called :Miriam, or Mary, and 
¥artha, the well remembered favorites of Christ. * There i. ,4'0 

• St. John, c. xi. v. J to [). 



JOURNEY PROM T/iENCE TO OAMASCUS. 

(!oUD~ on , ~rtb, perhaps, wbere tbe names of distinguisl>ed 
pl'opbetl! are more frequently given to their respective fQllowe~ 
thao in thi.. Amon~ tbe Mohammedans, the name of Mo­
bamoted is more common t.han any other. Among the Christians, 
Eesa or Jesus, and Abd-el~Me88eeahJ or the Slave of the Messiah, 
are al80 frequently found: and other sects follow the same ex­
ample; though, among the m""y scriptural names used by all the 
various sects in England, 1 never rem~mber to have heard of that of 

. Jesus, which is perhaps thought too sacred. In India too, it is a com­
mon practice for the respective worshippers of the Indian gods to 
bear the IJames of their favourite deities i and even in England, as 
well as all other parts of the world, the Jews adhere to t~ names 
of their principaJ prophets and leaders, and are proud of being 
thus distinguished from other sects. Christians however too fre­
quently, and with great inconsistency, call them by their great pro­
phet's name, "Moses," as a term of ob10quy and reproach; as if 
the authenticity of his divine mission and holy inspiration were 
o<Jt as essential a part of the religion of Christianity, as the au~n­
ticity of the divine mission of Christ; as jf it were possible t{>.cast 

reflections of ridicule on the name of anyone of the prophets 
whose mission Christ ('.Bme to confirm, without, at the same time, 
reflecting on the authority from which all inspiration equa11y 
emanated, and by undermining the respect due to the earJieat, 
abate much of that paid to the latest of the messenge1'8 of h~ven ; 
since no doctrine of Scripture is more clear than tl.tis, that each 
lucceeding propbet carpe to ,upport and confirm the predi~tions 
and precept. of bi. predecessor. There would be no incomiltenoy. 
indeed, in the Jews reflecting odium on the name ot Jesus, since 
their very existence as Jews is founded on their believing Christ 
to be an impostor : hut there is the greatest possible inconsistency 
in Christians using tbe names ofthe Jewish prophets for the pur­
pOae.of ridicule, inasmuch as they themselves believe them to be 
AI truly commiuioned from heaven as the most devout and artho­
cia,. -"Dg the Jew. can do. If this practice were oonnned to the 
laWer onden of .people, with whom tbe names of the Fatber; the 

p p 
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Son, and the Holy Ghost, are treated with much less respect jn 
their ordinary oaths, than that of Beelzebub, the prince of devils, 
it would not be worth an observation; Bin~, in the sweeping and 
indiscriminate habit of swearing, which distinguishes the EngJisb 
from most other nations of the globe, no sacredness of any name 
or epithet could secure it from profanation. But, as the practice 
of ridiculing the .Jews, by the strange method of associating a feel­
ing of contempt and odium with the names of their most distin­
guished prophets, prevails in better informed circles, and is to be 
found in our Plays, Songs, Novels, and other branches of litera­
ture, it is, perhaps, worth adverting to. At all events, as one 
great object to be attained by noting the manners of other nalions 
is to condemn what is faulty_ Rnd recommend to the imitation of 
our countrymen what .is praiseworthy, it is not whoByout of 
place to note, for the purpose of contrasting our absurd practice 
with the more sensible and tolerant behaviour of men of opposite 
religions in the East, who, whether Christians or Mohammedans, 
respect the Jewish names, and honour them by their adopti~n, 

88 belonging to a religion on which each of their own is built; 
and des~ise the Jews for that only for which they can with any 
consistency be despiseJ, namely, not for being of the faith of 
Moses or the seed of Abraham, but, for not being also of the num­
ber of those who yield equal faith to the missions of' Jesus and 
Mohammed. 

To return to the narrative after this digression: I was glad to 
pront, on this as on all other occasions, by the opportunity which 
a varied party generally presents lor gleaning some useful inform_ 
ation out of the vast mass of useless and uninteresting convers­
ation that too frequently prevailed. From one of our party, 1 learnt 
that he had been to the eastward of the Haurin, .. far as Lezhoof, 
or Lejboof, a country of the Wahabees, bordering on the district 
of Nedjedo He described it as about fifteen days' journey to the 
eastward of AssaIl. The road Jeading to it waa through a COWl­

try peopled by different tribes of Arabs, who are .9meti_ .~ 

peace but more frequently at war with each other. It was thirty 
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yean since he had made this journey, and the occasion of it .was a 
trading expedition, accompanying a caravan of cheap merchandize 
for sale into the des...-t, bringing back principally At'ab horses 
and c:.mels in return. Tht! seL1; of the Wahabees were but then 
beginning to spread themselves; and at that time communication 
was practicable from Belkah all the way to Nedjed, and from 
thence to Baghdad; hut at this moment, when the Wahabees 
were so powerful, and the whole desert in commotion, he thought 
such a journey would be imminently dangerous if not quite im~ 
practicable, so that I had reason to congratulate myself in not 
having persevered in my attempt -to the eastward from Assalt, 
from which I might never have returned in safety if I had pro­
ceeded much farther. The old man, who informed me of his 
having made the journey alluded to, about thirty years ago, 
dbcribed the country generally from recollection, as being in 
many places highly fertile. and containing an abundance of water 
in small streams, with corn fields and date groves, as in the land 
oCEgypt, which he had also seen. I should consider this picture 
highly charged: though to be peopled at all it must possess some 
of the means of existence in water and soil: but my coTtipanions 
considered Daood (for that was his name) a man of veracity and 
good character, and had often heard from him the same account 
as he had now given me, so that the general features of his de­
scription might with some slight allowances be taken to be correct. 
It would be certainly worthy the attempt of some enterprising 
traveller to explore thllt part of Arabia, and fill up the blank which 
it now presents in our mnps. 

The adjoining district of Ledjah was familiarly·known to all 
our party, and aU confirmed the previous accounts that I had 
heard of its being full of ruined towns and cities, containing the 
remains of large edifices and innumerable inscriptions, like those 
at Bozra, Soeda, and Gnnnawit. Missema was the name of a 
to.n ·oo the N.E. edge of the district, lying in the road from Da­
_. to Shukkah, Shuhubah, Hilhoet, and Aiiit, on the easterri 
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hill,; and other names were mentioned, which from their number 
and variety I could-not retain with sufficient accuracy to eater 
a'mong my notes at the time. 

Towards the close of the evening, we had another scriptural 
name added to our party in the person of an old sheikh 'named 
Aioobe,or Job, who, hearing of our assembly, came to join it; and, 
being a communicative old man, aaded to the pleasure a8 well 88 

to the number of our party. 

WedneJlday, Marc" 21. - We left Mahadjee at day-light, 
going to the N.N.E., and at sun-rise passed the bed of a stream 
called Wadi-el-Hnrrim, which was now dry: and close by it on 
the right, oLserverl R ruined, heap, called Gussawah. In half an 
hour from hence wp passed the small village Qf l'oobbery, leaving 
it on our right about a quarter of a mile; and at the same time 
saw the large town of Ikteeby, about four miles on our left, In 
half an hour more we came in a line with Gherych, a town with 
two castles, which lay about half a mile on our left; and at the 
same time we had on our right the town of Gherbt-el- \Vili, three 
miles off, and Busseer and EI Ghoffy, about one mile distant, all 
within the stony district of Ledjah; all large, and all deserted, 
and without inhabitants. 

Half an hour beyond this, we crossed the bed of Wiidi Ram­
min, which we found dry, and the channel bending to the nortk­
ward. Continuing to ride along its bank for half an hour more, 
we reached the town of Sunnymein. This place contains a bridge 
of seven arches, a large building with columns, a manufacture of 
mill-stones from the rocky bed of the neighbourhood, R consider­
able number of houses, aDd six towers seen on passing. A8 w.e 
neither alighted nor even halted at the place, but pursued our way 
without delay, I obtained no further particulars of this town be­
yond thoBe here noted. 

In a qnarter of an hour after passing Sunnymein, going now 
iIhout N.E., we came to Deedy, a smoll pi""" which we left on OUr 



JOURNEY FROM 'lllENCE 'l'O DAMASCUS. 

rigt.t; and about a furlong beyond thi., we bad CD our left the 
town of Ghebt el Ghsziily. There was a paved road here; aoti 
an hour beyond this"we had the town of De ... eI Bukt one mile • an our lefit and Mothebein two mile8 Ull OUl' right. In. ao 
hour from Deer el Bukt we reached what is conBidered the 
boundary of the Haurin, and entered on a stony tract of COUD ... 

try not unlike that of Le.ljah, so often spoken of befOre. 
On a hil1 to the left was a tower, caned Kassr-ibn ... Gowash, with 
a tank or reservoir of water near, for the ablutions of pilgrims, 
and a niche facing the Kaba at Mecca, for prayers; this place 
lying in the Derb-el-Hadj, or high road of the caravans that take 
the pilgrims to Arabia. To the south of this station, $he inha­
bitants are called Haurani; to the west of this, they are called 
Jeddoori; to the east of this, they are called Druzi, and Lejihi ; 
ahd to the north of this, Shami, from Sham, the only name by 
which Damascus is known here. To the east of the reservoir, 
about 200 yards, is a amaH town called Garhib, and from thence 
tile district of Ledjah extends itself away to the eastward. 

The rangE" of hills near to this is caHed Sllb-et-Pharaoon, but 
they were no longer of the black porous stone before deseribed, of 
which we had gradually lost sight as we approached the northern 
boundary of the Haurall. In an hour after leaving the tower and 
tank at that boundary, and proceeding in a northerly direction, we 
passed a place called Shukhub, which lay on a hill to the left, and 
appeared to be a station enclosed for defenc.e. Near this, we 
passed through a protty large party of Bedouin Arabs, which we 
learnt were the greater portion of a tribe coming fro,m the east­
ward, and proceeding farther on, to take up an encampment lor a 
season in the western plains. 

From hence we proceetled in a N. W. direction for about 
three hours, over a stony ground with patches of light soil, when 
.e came to a lal'ge caravanserai, built of black stone, and called 
Khan Denoon, near to which on the east was a small village, built 
Off sun-driOli bricks formed of. light-coloured earth, and present-
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ing 1\ remarkable contrast to each other. In an hour from thence 
we came to a place called KissKwee, seated in a valley named Widi­
el-Ajam, and crossed the stream there. 1:he town, though built , 
of sun-dried bricks of a light colour, presented, chieBy from it. 
situation, an interesting appearance, particularly after many of 
those we had lately seen. We passed over a bridge paved with 
stone and through a small bazir,~ both at this place; and after 
going for another hour up earthy hilJs, in a N. W. direction, we 
came suddenly in sight of Damascus, seated on a beautifully 
wooded and extremely fert.ile plain, the prospect of which dcJighted 
me so much, that I rode for a full hour unconscious of anything 
but the beauty of the scelle. 

On entering Damasclls from the S.E. quarter, I wu.~ charmed 
beyond expression with the verdant and delightful appearance of 
the olive gronnds, fruitful gardens, and running streams through 
which this city is approached. A remarkable peculiarity of the 
buildings in this quarter is that almost every separate edi6ce ap­
pears to have a high and pointed dome of brick-work, which 
being of the same light-coloured earth used in the bricks of the 
buildings, resembles at a distance a number of large straw bee. 
hin.'S. \Ve entered the city through the Bab-el-UlIah,or the Gate 
of God, so called from its leading to Jerusalem and Mecca - both 
holy cities, and both place. of pilgrimage, the last only to the 
Mohammedans, but the first to all the several classes of Jews, 
Christians, and Moslems, by each of whom it is held in high estim­
ation, and called by all, EI- Khods-el-Sher ... f, the Holy and the 
Noble. 

We passed up through the city in a N. W. direction, by a' 
street leading from the Bab-el-Ullah, at least a mile in length, ancl 
equal in breadth to any of the great thoroughfares in London. 
To avoid notice, and prevent too narrow a scrutiny into our faces, 
which the inhabitants of bigotted towns and cities I ike this are too 
much disposed to exercise on strangers comiog among them, we 
drew over our race. the keWeah of the Bedouins, after ~e faahion . 
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uoOO by the Desert Arabs when they advance to the attack in battle 
to conceal their features, or in cold weather for warmth, or, among 
strangers to whom thE¥' do not wish to be known, so that nothing 
remalned visible except the eyes - while we scarcely turned our 
regards 00 either side, but contented ourselves with returning the 
salutations of the faith with which a1l passengers are greeted on 
their entry into a town or crty, whatever be the object of their 
Journ.ey. 

The street through which we passed was paved in the centre, 
upon a raised ]evel, forming an excellent road for beasts of burden, 
camels, and horses, and would easily admit the passage of six or 
eight abreast. Be]ow this raised road, was an unpaved-space on 
each side, and within this again a pavement of smaller stones, 
nearly as broad as the central raised way, for foot passengers, along 
the fronts of'the dwellings, shops, and other edifices that lined the 
street. Had the buildings been at all correspondent to the length 
and breadth of this fine road, the effect of the who1e would have 
been excelJent; but these were, in general, poor and mean, and 
totally destitute of" uniformity, whether in size, style, or material 
Among the principal edifices I noticed several mosques; some of 
modern, and others apparently of a pretty old date. The shops 
were all open, and many manufactories of cotton, silk, stuff, and 
le.ther, were carried on at each side of the street in the open air. 
Notwithstanding my disappointment at the general inferiority of the 
buildings of this fine street to the expectation I hael formed of them, 
I was nevertheless much pleased at the cleanliness of' every thing 
we saw, and the apparent health and beauty of the people of ul1 
classes that we met in our way, as well as the richnesS" and gaiety of 
apparel, among the young and old, the rich and poor, in proportion 
to their severa] ages and ran ks; the oldest and the poorest among 
thelll, however, being much better dressed than the ordinary class 
of people in any Arob or Turkish town that I had yet seen. There 
.aI a degree of order and tranquilJity also visible in every part of 
the . .-t, ,even that mOBt thickly crowded with people, which was 
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pleaaing to witness, and gave a very favoumble impression .. to 
the sober and orderly habits of the inhabitants. 

AftP.r more than b"alf an hour's contipued ride through tWo 
single street, which led us nearly into the centre of the city, w.e 
turned off· to the westward, and went for upwards of half an bour 
more through nBrrow passages and covered bazara, formi~g a 
perfect labyrinth, until we reached the convent of the Catholic 
Christians, at which we arrived about sun~set. Notwithstanding 
the poverty of my dress, being still habited as a Bedouin Arab, 
and though unfurnished with allY leiter of introduction, from not 
anticipating the necessity which had forced me into this route, I 
received· a very kind and hospitable reception. The president, R 

native of Spain, and one of the fattest and in every respect most 
jolly-looking friars that I had ever seen, had received letters, how. 
ever, from his brethren at the convents of Jerusalem and Nazareth, 
in which the names of Mr. Bankes and myself, as English travellers, 
who had been tbere, were me ntioned wjth great respect, and in 
consequence of which it was probable that either of us passing tllis 
way would be treated with more than u8ual attention. 

While a supper of fresh fish was preparing, a 8uit of clean 
garments was brought to me from one of the Christian merchants 
residing near the con vent, and I enjoyed a pleasure not to be 
described in throwing off clothes that had never been changed.for 
thirty days, though sleeping almost constllntly on the bare ground. 
Neither was my pleasure less in devouring with a zest almost 
unknown before, the fresh fish, 80ft bread,~ and excellent wine of 
Lebanon set before me for my evening repast. An exceHent 
apartment was given up to my exclusive use, containing a good 
bed, a sofa, table, chairs, and drawers, with a dressing-room and 
closet adjoining, and a window opening iuto a paved court below, 
in 'Which was 8 fine clear fountain and several orange trees, besides 
a p .. sage Jeading to an open terrace, whereon I m~ht uninter­
ruptedly enjoy the morning and evening air. I · ~ad &Ca!"ceIy e~1'f 
;before enjoyed 80 sudden and complete a tran.itiM ..... n~ .1I A~ 
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• ufferingo and privations of a ioarbarous and almost savage mode 
oflife to the pleasures atid ' ~bundance of a civilized and social 
.state of existence. I twas, indeed, so deeply impressed with the 
feeling of enj~yment, that it absorbed aU other considerations, el­
cept the wish that I could surround myself with those friends who 
were dE'.al'est to me in the world, and Hvc with them in peace and 
retirement at Damascus for ev~r. 

QQ 



CHAP. XV. 

STAY AT DAMASCUS. 

DAMASCUS, Thursday, March 22. - At daylight I was accom­
panied to an excellent bath by one of the servants of the convent, 
and remained there in the delightful enjoyment which it afforded 
until nearly noon. This bath is called the Bath of Musk, and 
belongs to th~ family of Ahmed Bey, a family that has furnished 
more Pashas to different provinces of the state than any other 
throughout all Turkey; whether in Europe or AsiR. As that 
family is now much poorer than formerly, notwithstanding the 
lucrative employment of 80 many of its memberi, while at the 
same time they endeavour to maintain such a show ofgandeur as 
they think necessary for the maintenance of their dignity, great 
funds are still :required for their disbursements as before, and to 
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raise these, a number of the palaces, gardens, and baths, belonging 
to the family, and once appropriated solely to their use, are now 
open~d (as I learnt) totthe pubJic, of which the bath alluded to is an 
instance, and from this source a considerable annual sum is raised. 
From the great expense and care bestowed on its first construc­
tion, it is justly deemed one of the finest baths of the city; and 

-though those of Cairo are renowned for their costliness and con-
venience, I thought this much superior to any that I had seen in 
the capital of Egypt. 

On my return to the convent, I was visited by several Chris­
tian merchants, all Syrians by birth, and mostly natives of Damas­
cus; accompanied by Doctor Cbabo<;:eau, an old French gentleman 
nearly eighty years of age, now quite deaf, with his interpreter, 
Ibrahim, equally as old and as deaf as his master. The venerable 
physician had been more than fifty years in the East, or the Le­
vant ~ it is generally called, including Constantinople, Cairo, 
Aleppo, and Damascus, yet during all this time he had acquired 
DO one langua.ge of the country, speaking only French, and un­
derstanding Italian but imperfectly. This indifference, incapacity, 
Or aversion of the French to the acquisition of foreign languages, 
is every where remarked, and wherever they are placed in foreign 
countries, they are of all Europeans the slowest in acquiring either 
the language, the manners, or the habits of feeling prevalent . 
among those by whom they are surrounded, retaining their nation­
alities, unaltered, after even years of exile and seclusion. 

M. Chabo<;:eau's· behaviour to me was full of urbanity and 
kindness, and during this our first interview he entertained me 
with many anecdotes of the several European travellers who had 
passed this way during his long residence in Syria, particularly of 
Mr. Browne, the Darfour discoverer; Pedro Nunes, or Ali Bey­
el-Abassy, the Spaniard who had traversed Barbary; Doctor 
Seetzen, l\Ir. Burckhardt; all of whom he had known person­
ally. He had seen the celebrated Abyssinian Bruce at Cairo, a~d . 
passed some days with Mr. Volney, at Acre; and, though lie 
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praised the work of the latter on Egypt (as all must be constrained 
to do who read it), he added, that he had seen but little of Syria 
for himself, but th at all he had written respa:ting this cOllntr.r was 
acquired by correspondence, or the visits of persons acquainted 
with its localities, whom he met with ii-om time to time during his 
stay at a .Maronite convent in Leban!m, where he remained almost 
all the time that he resided in Syria, and where, indeed, his volume 
on Syria and Egypt was written. 

On enquiring if any news had been received of .Mr. Bankes, I 
learnt that he had been, for the last twenty days, with Lady Hester 
Stanhope, at the convent of .Mar Eleeas, near Seyda, the ancient 
Sidon, and that it was thought he would visit Balbeck and Palmyra 
from tlience, and takc Damascus in his route of return to the sea­
coast. The portion of lIly effects which I had thought it imprudent 
to take with me in my attf'mpt to force a passage to the eastward 
from Karak, such as a watch, a sword, the notes of my voyuhre from 
Egypt to Syria and journey in Palestine, with my letter of credit on 
.Mr. Barker, and other papers, were left with Mr. Hankes at Naza­
reth, to be taken by him to Damascus or Aleppo, as ('il'cutnstances 
might direct; because, in the event of my being forced back, which 
had really happened, all those things would still be of usc to me. 
Finding myself thus, in a large city, without money or credit, and 
therefore fettered in all my movements, for there was no proceed­
ing further in any direction without a supply, I despatched 8 

mes&enger on foot to Seyda, with a letter to Mr. Bankes, informing 
him of my being here, and desiring my baggage, papers, and effects, 
to be sent ovt;r to me without delay; directing the letter on the 
outside to be opened by Lady Hester Stanhope, in the event of 
Mr. Bankes having left her residence before it reached. The mes ... 
senger departed soon after noon, under a promise of returning in 
five days; and the sum stipulated to be paid him for this was 
twenty piastres, or Httle more than three Spanish do1lars. 

My evening was passed in company with the friars of the 
convent, who had a small room for 8ssembHng jn at night, in the 
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same manner as at Jerusalem. The conversation was almost wbol1y 
engrossed by a recapitulation of the miseries which they conceived 
them~elve8 doomed tl.\ suffer in this exile from their country and 
their home; AS we]) as in ret:ounting the various acts of cruelty 
and ilI-tre~tmcnt to which they were con~tant]y exposed from the 
brutality and infidelity of the Turks. All these evils, however, 

• 
were greatly exaggerated, for the purpose, apparently, of impress~ 
ing me with a bc1ief that their life was one of great suffering and 
mortification; but in their estimate, as is too often the case with 
the great mass of mankind, they had entirely overlooked the com­
forts and even luxuries which they enjoyed, and which renuer< ... .J 
their condition superior to that of millions, even among·the intel­
Jigent, the indll5trious, and the deserving of their fellow creatures. 
They had, without rent or taxes, except sw.:h as were paid by their ,. 
flock, a large and commodious house, with excellent apartments, 
gardens, courts, terraces, and fountain s ; a heavenly climate, an 
aLundauce of the llccc):Ssaries of lite, ulH.listurueu tranquillity, amI 

{,"'eat respect and veneration ii'om all those with whom they held 
communion, who were persons of their own faitll, and both nume­
rous and respectable. The friars were all Spaniards, and were fully 
as uninformed on all gencl'a.l subjects as their brethren at .Jeru­
salem. This, indeed, appeared to me the true cause of their un­
happiness; for. had they pOlisessed only sufficient knowledge to 
inspire a taste for acquiring morc, it is difficult to imagine a 
situation in which a man's happiness might he more complete 
than in an establishment of this description. It is neccssary, how­
ever, to suppose that his religious duties are performed with the 
heart as well as the tongue; for if these are regarded as a task, 
rather than a voluntary offering, their frequent repetition must be 
irksome in the ex.treme j and it is lIot impossible but that this may 
have its share in the formation of the mass of suffering, by which 
they delight to picture to others that they are borne down and 
appresslld. Like the people of Assalt and the Hauran, they dwelt 
with great delight on the Bnticipated partition of the Turkisll 
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empire, and thought it a reproach to the princes of Christendom, 
that the sanctuaries of the Holy Land should remain so long in 
the hands of these unbelieving monsters. 

It was some time after sun-set when strangers were announced 
at the convent door; Bod, much to my surprise and ~atisfaction, 
it was my former companion, Mr., Bankes, with his servant and 
Albanian dragoman, a second interpreter for Arabic from Lady 
Hester Stanhope, a muleteer nnd four mules, just arrived from her 
ladyship's residence at Mar Eleeas. OUT meeting was renl1y a happy 
one, and we continued up very late, in recounting to each other 
what had ben-dIeD eaell, since our separation at Nazareth. Not 
having any means of being informed as to my movements (the 
communication belween the country I had Jately trllVersed and that 
on the coast being but rarely practicable), and not expecting to 
find me here, Mr. Bankes had not brought over my effects con­
signed to his care, but had left them with Lady Hester Stanhope, 
who had kindly taken charge of them, to be retained or sent 
forward as circumstances and events might subsequently require. 
Mr. Dankes)s excursions since \ve separated had been interesting. 
From Nazareth he went to Nablol1s; and on his way between these, 
visited the ruins of Sebasta, which Dr. Clarke had unaccountably 
ov.erlooked, and taken another place (San boor) for its remains. ~ 

----------
• Mr. Banke~ had with him the seventeenth number of the Quanerly Review, which 

contn.ined n critique on that portion of Dr. Clarke's TraveJ, in the Holy Land. It had. 
I belie\'c, been ~cnt to him, or was brought by him from Egypt; and I remember our 
both reuding it at Jcru!.ulcm, and again at No.ZfLrcth. It WlL!> frolU tltis cdpy of the 
Quarterly Review that I gained Illy knowlcdo"C of it!> criticisms on Dr. Clarke and 
D' Anville, the inuccuracy of which I had occllSion to point out more than once in the 
course of the Travel!. in Pale!.tine already publi"hLod. Ou the present occasion, 
however, I remember Mr. Bankes to have been severe in his ~trictures on what he 
called the "stupidity" of Dr. Clarke, in supposing the remains of Sebasta to be at 
Sanhoor (which the Reviewers, with still greater stupidity, can" the town and Norman 
fortress of Santoni," and" which," they say, "our autbor, with. great pruhahilit;y, iden­
tifies with the ancient Schaste" t ), wllile such considerable rains still exist, and 
where even the ancient nume is still retained in the SubUita uf the ArAbs. Mr.Bank~ 

t QUllrterly Review, ~o\.ix. p.197. 
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From Sanhoor Mr. Bankes went down to Beisan, on the western 
bank of the Jordan, and saw there many r.olumns of marble, and 
the remains of a sm~l and ordinary theat.re much ruined. His 
stay ~itb Lady Hester Stanhope had been agreeable, and he had 
visited many curious places in the neighbourhood of her residence, 
under the guidance of' her physician, Dr.Meryon. Though we were 
bot.h extremely fatigued, and needed, as much ~ we desired, 
repose, this mutual interest, in which we seemed equally to par­
ticipate, kept us up until past midnight, and even then we parted 
reluctantly to rest. 

Damascus, Friday, 111a'l'c/t 23. - ';Ye remained within the con­
vent the whole oft.lle Jay to repose j nnd it. was passed in my reading 
to 1\1r. Bankes the rough not.es of my journeys since our separat.ion, 
and in comparing the inscriptions which I had copied in the 
Hauran with those which haJ been copied by l\1r. Burckhardt, 
and of which he had given some copies to Mr. Bankes. \\Te found 
that I possessed several which he did not, and vice versa, as well 
as that in those of which we both had. copies there were some that 
agreed. in every letter, and others which differed Imt slightly in a 
few characters only. 

After reading my notes on the journey I had made through 
Belkah, Adjeloon, and the HaUl'un, Mr. Bankes was so much 
pleased with the account I had t.here given of the severa] objects 
met. with in the way, that he formed a resolution to go from hence 
to Bozrah, and, if po§sible, to proceed from thence to Assalt and 
Amman, and then to return a second time to Jerusalem to pass the 
holy week. I was pleased at this determination of l\fr. Bankes, and 

at the aarne time, concurred with me in the opinion, that nothing could be nlOre pre­
~u.s thun die idea of lWviewers setting themselves up 11.'. judges., to decide, in 
their closets at home, upon questiQJlS of loclll position, wbich could only be deter· 
mined by evid~ncc on the ~pot; and condemned, most hen.rtily. the Ilrrogoncc of 
professed critics in general, and1he assumed infallibility of the Quurterly Reviewers in 

..p6rticular. I had no idea then, however, that this same Mr. Bunkes would ever jo~ 
the very per&OD.S, and pursue the very pra.ctJce, wbidl he lu~re so justly condemned. 
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said aU I could to encourage him to its accomplishment, as n'?F 
drawings had yet been taken of many interesting monuments 
there; and no one was morc capable of eiecuting them with ac­
curacy, if he would devote the time necessary for such a task, than 
Mr. Bankes would be. Thl'ough man y parts of the country that he 
had traversed, he had clone nothing more than make a few sketches 
for drawings, as he had found it impossible to make these and 
write notes too, without a greater sacrifice of time than he was 
willing to make in these countries; so that his written materials 
were very scanty indeed, and he trusted much to his memory to 
connect together the links which he conceived every sketch of a 
particular place would form in the chain of his progressive journey. 
He bmented this, howc\'er, as a defect, which it would be very 
desirable to remove; and, as he professed himself to have no higher 
object in view than that of laying before the world a good account 
of the countries east of the Jordan, which up to the present period 
remaineu almost a blank, admitting, at the same time, the many 
obstacJes which operated against his collecting accurate information 
from the natives of the conntry, from his igrrorance of the Arabic 
language, he made to me the following proposition: - That we 
should cordially unite our efforts during our respective journics 
through the country, to collect as many materials for publication 
as mighl be safely practicable, each in his own way; and as he had 
already read and approved of my notes, he consented to give aU 
his drawings to b!! united. with them, aDd to add such other illus­
trations as he might subsequently be able to offer, to render the 
work more complete. To this I readily assentep.; and nere the 
first idea of publication, as far as I was concerned, certainly ori­
ginated; for up to this period I had no thought beyond t,he collec­
tion of such remarks as occurred to me in passing throu'gh the 
country, for my own information, a94. the committing them to 
paper for preservation, that they might ""ntributa, in an equal de­
gree, to the pleasure of those few who were dear enough to me to, 
make their happiness an object of equal importance with my own. 
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I had kept very full and copious journals of my voyages and travels 
for.:years before this, for no other purpose than that described, so 
that the long-continufd practice had rendered it familiar to me, 
and made the habit so agreeable, that I should hnve loll owed it up 
with as much zeal tor the private ends allnded to, as I could have 
done in the hope of popular distinction; my desire to increase the 
happiness of the individuals Oil wholll my dearest and most frequent 
thoughts were bent, being a more powerful stimulant than even 
the applause of the world, without their grntitudc being included 
in it. "Vhen the idea of publication, anll the pULting forth my 
nagle to the censure or approbation of profcsscu critics, was thus 
presented to me for the first tim(~, I shruuk fi'om the notion of it, 

• 
even while I asscnteu, as if in dread of a power that I naturally 
magnified, because then ehtircly unacquainted with its utter inet:' 
f1ciency to inflict permanent paill, unless fOllnded on just vipws and 
c(!uitable decisions. \Vith a desire, howevpr, to cnsurp the greatest 
possiule accuracy and compleLcne~s jn any work Lo wllich I sllould 
he a contrihutor, I slIggt'sted the great auvantagp~ which it would 
bring to the work itsc1f, to invite others to co-operate with us 
also, so that 'no department of enquiry might Le left 1I1l.explored j 

alld that all who possessed an)' information on the subjects which 
ought to he !loth-ed ill u Book on the countries east of the Jordan, 
might contribute their share to its completion. TIle name of l\i(r. 

Burckhardt, then in Egypt, and then the joint friend of both, imme­
diately suggested itself as one of the most probable amI most 
efficient aids that couJd be gained to this undertaking; and accord­
ingly ~ letter was addressed to him by l\fr. Bankes, making the 
proposition to lIim in our joint names. As, however, my desire to 
be assured of success in this joint Jahour, and my wish to lessell 
and divide, as much as possible, the responsibility which would 
attach to the written materials of the Book, became the stronger 
the. more I considered ... the subject, I distinctly intimated to 
Mr. Bankes, that my eo.operation in such a joint publication must 
d!'Pend on the assent of Mr. Burckhardt to the scheme. In b.is 

R R 



STAY A T DAMASCUS. 

own department, that of the drawings, he was secure enough, as 
every indulgence would be granted in case of any alleged imper­
fection in these, whether as to their fidelity, IZumbers, or excellence 
of execution, each being comp)cte within itself, aDd drawingsryeing 
always 8('ceptoble, whether few or many. With regard to the written 
materials of any publication, however, the same degree of indulgence 
is rarc1y if ever exercised j - where-therc is one critic to analyse a 
drawing, there are twenty to scrutinize a description in words j and 
imperfections in narrative, erroneous quotations of authorities, or 
inconclusive reasonings, are handled with far less mercy than false 
proportions in perspective, or all undue predominance of light or 
shade in a picture. It appeared to mc, therefore, as in the higbest 
degree essential, to obtain Mr. Burckhardt's assistance in this de­
partment, for which we both knew he had abundaut materjuls, and 
J made it a condition with .Mr. Bankes, that the final ratification C"f 
this proposed union should depend on the consent of al1 the par­
ties j or, in other words, that if M.r. Burckhardt, from any cause, 
declined to enter into the scheme, I could not, nlone, pledge my­
::Ielf to carry it through. 'iVhen I urged to Air. Bankes the neces­
sary imp~~rfcction of my notes, and the time as well as care it 
would require to put them in a fit state for publication, he as­
sured me that I estimateu too highly the importance of perfection 
in a Book of Travels, and rated at too Jow a stanuard the state of 
my own materials, which he said he had read with considerable 
pleasure even in their present form, and added that his advice 
would be to publish them in nearly the same state in which they 
now stood in my note books. 

The writing the letter to Mr. Burckhardt, and these friendly 
altercations, in which I had reason to be much flattered by the vo­
luntary and un,ought testimony paid to the value of what I had 
hitherto regorded as materials for my family correspondence only, 
kept us up till long past midnight, though we had been nearly the 
whole of the day engaged as described. * 

• A note on this subject will be found among the papers at the end of thi. volume. 
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DamlUCUI, Saturday, March 24. - We were waited on this 
morning by a soldier of Aleppo. called Abu Adoor. who brought 
with him a. written r'tcommendation from Mr. Rikhter, a Russian 
traveHer, who had recently gone .into Nubia, alHl visited Egypt, 
Pa1estine, and Syria, from whence this soldier had accompanied 
him to Palmyra. As he professed to be perfectly acquainted with 
all the localities of Damascus abd its environs, alld offe-rCtilo attend 
us in our excursions, we engagell him for this service, and deter­
mined to profit by this occasion to see some part of the city at 
least to-day. 

After an early breakfast, we left the convent on foot, and as 
our faces were not yet known to any of the l\los]ems of Damasclls, 
we directed our course first to the Great Mosque. where, when we 
had arrived, we shook off' our slippers and walked holdly through. 
By the aid of our beards, white lurban s, and a certain conformity 
to Turkish or Arabic movements only to be a<:<plircd by habit, we 
passed undiscovered, and without even being regarded, as mere 
s~rangers generally are, though known to he of the sallie lil ith. This 
mosque is situathl to the north of the Cathol ic convent, and 
stands on an elevated position, nearly in the centre of. the city. 
On approaching its entrance we <lscended a flight of steps leading 
lip to the door, at the foot of' which is a «JUntain that sends forth a 
column of deAr WAter to the height of fi"om ten to fifteen teet. 
The square court in front of this building is magnificent from its 
extent j and the interior of the mosque itself~ from its vast dimen­
sions, produces a mosi imposing effect. Its form is that of an oblong 
square, composed of three long: aisles running parallel to each other, 
and divided by rows of fine Corinthian columns. On the outside, 
it is seen that these three aisles have each a separate pent roof~ 
that the large dome rises fi' om the centre of the central roof, and 
that at the end of each of these is a miniireh or minaret. The 
outer court has, on three of its sides, a portico or colonnade of Syrian 
granite piJIars, mostly of a fine grain and reddish colour, but we 
did not observe the columns ofverd.antique which are said to be 

R.2 
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in that front of the mosque which faces towards the court, though 
it WIlS very possib1e for them to exist, and yet to have escaped our 
observation as we passed. 

It appears from the best authorities that this mosque -Was a 
Christian cathedral j and this opinion is supported by the styJe of 
the 8n.:hitccturc, which is ot· tile Corinthian order throughout every 
part 'Of the edifi('('. It is thoughr by some writers to have been 
built by tlte Emperor Heraclius, and dedicated to Zachariah; by 
others it is considered to have been the work of the bishops of this 
S<'c, and by them dedicated to St. John of Damascus; while the 
Turks call il the Mosque of'St. John the Baptist, and think it was 
built by jhl' KhalifValid, in tht' H6tl1 year ortlle Hqjira. from. some 
of the Arabic hi~tori:ms ~nenti()ning thatll{' embellished it Hbont 
that period. The mos(}ue, at the time of 0111' passing through it, 
was full of' people, though these were 110t worshippers, nor was-it 

at pither of the lIsual hours of' public prayer."*' Some of the par­
ties were assembled to smoke. others to play at chess, and some 
apparently to drive bargains 01' trade, but certainly none to pm,Y' 
It was indeed a living picture of what we might bcJievc the temple 
at Jerusn.!em to have heen, when those" who sold oxcu, awl sheep, 

-- --- -
• Benjamin of Tudelll visited namn.~cu ,> ill the 9th c~ntur.v, ami at dun time it 

appeill's tlmt infidel., werc .,tri('tly pfOhibited, as 1I0W, Irolll cllteriug the 1lIOSllu~. It 
WII'>, perhaps, frolll hi .. being IlllllhJ(' to enter theM! buildings Dud in~pc<'t til('Ul for him­
selr, that he givc~ such extravlI/o(llnt accounts of them in his buok. Thc (j1'C/lt MOSqllt: 
wa.,> COllsidered in his dn .... to hll.\'c be~.'Il anciently thc Hoyal PnIH('t, of BCIl Hndlld, alltl 
its magnificelll'.c was highly cxtoll~d. ])UIlla...cUS was thell cullcI] lhe commencement 
of the kingdom of Norulclin (probably Noor-<:c1-deen), Killg (If th~ Togarmnn (the 
Togarmah of E:ekiel), commonly called Turks. t 

t Tognrmah tl'1lrled in horsemen, hol'SCli, lind mules, with Tyre, on the eOllst. (E:tekiel, XJ[vii. H.) 
ThcllC were no doubt th,· nlee ut present cl,lIcu 'l"lfcGmans, who &till carryon the ~,lmc ()('cupation of 
' ,reeding alld ACHing hOM:C'I, 111".1 hiring them'<Ch·c ..... ut tIo hon.emcn, lind Ilrc lICattercd over all the country 
north of Syria, along the fertilc plllin' at the fect of Mount T'lIlru5, ranging to the u...tward into the hcan 
of Asia. I hllve noticed thi" bct'l!.u.e the 1"0~t ie\lrned commentators uppcar to ~ at Ii J(W~ wbere t u tilo. 
the country of the Tog.lmlnh . Bochnrt tllink. it ii Cllppa<\ocin ; Michuclit, Arlocnia and Mcdill, where 
tbe kings of Pcnia bred their horses, Dod \\here the tribute WM paid io thcm. See Newcombe, who cite. 
the Grccl fChoJilln ill Ezckid, .ux .. iii. G. The ChKldcc rt>nder .. it by Germania. Thl! objectfun to Ar­
~eni. it, that in every other pMlIlge this is rendered by Anll'Ol , ( II King,> ]tix, ~7. -I»t.iah, XUyw. Q,­

Jeremiah, Ii. 27.)-'-:' Yillrcnt. 
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and doves, and the changers of mouey sitting t.here," ~ere driven 
out by Jesus with a scourge of cords, and their tables overturned. 
It was, in short, a ~)1ace of public resort and thoroughfare, a 
" home of merchandise," as the temple of the Jews had become 
in the days of the Messiah." 

On leaving the mosque, we came out into a crowded bazur, 
which accounted for the building itself being used as a convenient 
resort for those who wished to converse npart on the subject of 
business, thus answering the convenient purpo'<e of a promcuude and 
an exchange. In oruel' to show that this may also exist in Christian 
countries, without implying any extraordinary irreverence to reli­
gion, it may be sufficient to advert to the assignations w~ich take 
place in the CatholiC! cathetlruh, of tht> contillent of Europe, and 
the sauntering gossip of idle visitors to \Vcstminster Abbey, in our 
own country; to say nothing of the appropriation of the Holy 
Sepulchre at Jerusalem to worse purposes than l>itllcr, ut the tim~ 
of its most solemn celebrations, lor which we have the mOst un­
e~ceptionnble authority. t They all tenu to prove, that in every 
country thel'(> i~ a strange mixture of profit amI pleasure with re­
ligion, anu that edifices set apart for the solemn worshjp of the 
Deity, into which no one should enter hut with feelings of the 
pu rest devotion, arc frequently the scenes of indulgence, to some, of 
the WOl'st pussions of human lIature - hJpocrisy, fraud, and men­
tal and physical prostitution. 

Among the minarehs of the city we noticed one of consider­
able height and grnlHleur, covered on the outside with a rich green 

• Luke, ii. 13-1 G. 
t \Ve wenl to take our l(l~t Icon' of the Holy ~pukhrl', this l>eiu,!!: the IIl-"t time 

that it was to be opened this festi\'ol. Upon this finisiliug Jny, IUld the night following, 
the Turks allow free admitlan('c lor all people, without demRnuing any fel' of enll"llll(:e, 
as at other times, calling it II tilly of chlltily. By this Jlromi~cuous licence they let in, 
not only the poor, but, as I was lold, the l~wrl lind "icious also, who l'omc hither to get 
convenient opportunity for prostitutions, profllning the holy pln.ces in such II mannel' 
(as it is so.id) that they were not worse defiled when the heutlJcn ... here celcbrnkd their 
Aphrodisin,-Matffl-dnll's Travels. 
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oo)our, which looked like enamel, or the foil that is sometimes 
worn on theatrical dresses; and from its reflecting the rays of the 
sun, which shone in full blaze upon it at tlJe momeDt of its attract. 
iug our notice, it produced a splendid effect. 

We went after this to the mosque of the dervishes, which is 
at the extremity of the city, and were shown at this place a plea­
sant garden, in which these religious fanatics dance themselves into 
a temporary intoxication or madness, for which they select the most 
holy oftlIe days of the week, Friday. The ycneration in which these 
double impostors are heJd, who first delude themselves and then 
their followers, is of itsdf sufficient to stamp the character of the 
present race of l\tlohnmmedans, if no other proof of their extreme 
ignoranc'c and harbarism existed, It r~m!lills only bE'('ausc of that 
ignorance being genera], and it can only be eradicated by making 
knowledge take its place: so thut tllose who cry out. agaiust tlie 
too general diffusion of information among t.he lower orders of our 
countrymen at home, anl1 deplore the growing illtelligcncc of the 
age, may see to what an odious state of debasement and degrada­
tion man may descenu, when knowledge is withheld Ii'om him, a~d 
to what a mass of misery amI crime their pretended regard for 
"social order" neccssarily tcnds. The mosque of the dervishes 
is a large, regular, and handsome etli6ce. It has two of the loftiest 
and finest minarells, or towers, anywhere to be seen in Damascus. 
Besides the principal dome, which is very large, a line of smaller 
ones is carried round three sides of the open court in front of the 
building, after the same manner as those ip the great mosque at 
Mecca, of which it appears to be a close imitation. The domes 
are an of the.Jow or flattened kind, and, as well as t.he pointed 
summit.s of the minarehs, all covered wit.h lead. The architecture 
is not Saracen, or Arabic, as /Seen in the principal mosques of 
Cairo, but Turkish, as seen in most of the principal buildings at 
Smyrna and Constantinople. The execution is, however, in a 
pleasing style and good proportions, and the whole kept in a per­
f~ct state of repair. From its agreeable situation, and being sur-
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rounded by gardens, trees, and water, it forms one 6f the most 
charming spots among the many that Damascus furnishes; but it 
was impossible to admire its beauties, amI think of the worse than 
useles!, the pernicious, institution to which it was originally ap­
plied, without a sigh of regret for the blindness and ignorance 
which could alone have so perverted tIl(' best gifts of bountiful 
nature. It was some consolation to learn, that now and then a clear 
head and a benevolent heart sprung up cven among the Turks, to 
do some good amid.st the mass of evil which characterises the laws, 
institutions, and manners of'that race. An instance of this, which 
we now beheld, struck UI'I with more force from its proximity to the 
seat of foUy and 8uperstitioh just described, for the mosque being 
shut, we were taken by our attendant to the court adjoining 'it, where 
we were shown 0. large manufacwry of silk, carricO. on within the 
precincts of the buildings, and constituting, as we were informed, a 
purely charitable instilution, founded by Sultan Suliman. We 
could Hot gather fi'om our guide, who was both uninformed, and 
backward to communicate freely even the little that he did know, 

• 
what was the snppnsoo amount of the fuuJs, nor the mode in which 
they were applied for the relief of charitaLle objects attaclJed to 01' 

dependant on this foundation; but we learnt this at least, that tile 
productive labour of making iilk goods for charitable purposes was 
carried on during six da.ys of the week with little intermission, and 
that the seventh only was occupied by the dancing or whirling 
uervishes for the exhibition of their frenzieu freaks of folly. It 
would be a great relie( to suffering humanity, if the same propor­
tion between the useful and the useless occupation of time pre­
vaiJed over the whole earth j we might then hope to see a more 
equal distribution of the bounties of nature, which are more than 
sufficient for .all, and would give every nation aLundance, if its po­
pulation were usefuHy employed for six days in the week~ giving 
the seventh only to recreation and repose. 

Our next excursion, after leaving the mosque of the dervishes, 
was to a .mall suburb, named Salheyah, lying at the fOQt of th~ 
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mountains which bound Damascl1s on the VV. and W. N. W. This 
suburb, or town, is situated at a distance of about two miles from the 
limits of the city, to which, however, it may .. be said to be connected 
by a public road, with a broad paved way in the centre for llofses, 
and a raised causeway on each side for the accommodation of foot 
passengers. This road leads through one continued succession of gar­
dens 011 each side, with clean and lift.pill streams, forming altogether 
one of the most interesting' walks that could he desired. This place 
becomes one of general resort for pleasure on the last day of every 
week, when it is cro\, .. ·dccl with visitors on their way to and from 
SnlheJah, where it is lIsnal for persons of every age and condition 
to repair in holiday trim whenever their health and circumstances 
admit. 

Numbers of Turkish females, enveloped in white muslin robes, 
with large head-dres.ses, covered by the :-Imple t(llds of their outer 
garmcHt, sut in parties hy tlte way siJ~, some smoking, others e n­

O'tlf1ed in loud and llIerry conveniatioll, with sntirical remarks on 
""0 • 
the odd or curiolls amollg the passengers who crowded by, and 
others amusing tllemselves Hnd their children, who surronnded 
them in .grol1pcs, and evidently enjoyeu the scene a~ heartily as 
their mothers. Among the womell, I noticed only two who wore 
the upper garment of yellowish white silk with broad red border, 
so common to the female dress of NaIJlous, at which place it is 
manufactured. 'Vith these exceptions, the dress here was univer­
sally an ample robe or sllow-white muslin, with veils of' n clark 
gauze, of striped and flowered patterns, the colours chieAy brown 
and yellow. Most. of the ft-males wore their veils down; some, 
however, had their faces wholly uncovered, and others partiaHy so: 
the chief pleasure of all appeared to consist in seeing and being 
seen. From the prevniling practice, throughout almost every part 
of Turkey and Arabia, and particularly in large towns, of the re.­
spectable femnles going into public always veiled, and none but 
women of loose character showing their faces to the world, I had 
ooneeived that those who sat unveiled by the way side were of the 
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latter description 'If j but we were informed that such was the seve­
rity of the governmen~ against this class, that spies and informers 
were ilaid by the state for their detection; anti when allY were 
found, they wcre generally put to death without a hearing or a trial. 
This last, indeed, is a part of justice almost unknown in Turkey, 
where accusation is too often c@l1sidcreo proof, and men and women 
are deprived of existence on the slightest pretexts, whenever their 
death may be desired to gruti(y the capril'P 01' revenge of some 
remorseless tyrant. It is impossible to imagine, much less 
detail, aU the horrid evils to whit-h this abominable system, of 
government oy will, exposes mankind; 01' sufficiently t? express 
one's astonishment at thc ignorance and stupidity of men (for 
courage is rarely wanting) \vho patiently submit to any govern­
l'lIent but that which is cstablisllc(l and regulated by fixed and 
equitnble laws. One-tenth part of the exertions made by the 
people to uepose one tyrant and set up another, in times of tumuJt 
and ('ommotioll, which occur almost every year in some part or 
• other of the 'l'urkil:>h tlolTItllton:;, would accomplish nn.entire. revo-

lution in their lllVour. Ignonmcc is the true cause, and its remlJval 
the ouly effectual remedy. 

The llIen of the dty were mounted, some on horses richly 
caparisoned, others on fllle mules ami asses that trotted with a vigour 
and activity which these animals never exhibit in the 'Vest; some 
were sauntering on foot as if to prolong the distance of tl:::ir way, 
and others reposing.on the hanks that skirted the road, either 
smoking, playing at chess, touching the Arnaout guitar to their 
SOllgR, or employed in some di\'ersion that proved JlOw generully 
and cffectuaHy all pal'ties had abandoned themselves to the sense of' 
lUxury and pleasure, in all the various modcs in which they had 
the means of enjoying it. Nothing was wanting to render this one 

• It is worthy of remark, thl1~ ill the early ubort's or the worili. honest women ex­
posed themselves Q2Cnly to the gaze of mankind, and harlou only covered themsel ... ~s. 
See Genesis, xxxviii. 15. in the story of Judab IUlIl Tamar. 

S S 
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of the happiest scenes that human beings could witness, except the 
removal of that sense of insecurity which rvust necessarily be felt 
by all who live under a confirmed despotism, where no man ran be 
assured that his wife, his children, his possessions, or even his ex­
istence, shall be exempt from violation for evell an hour beyond the 
present; as the rising Slln may bo.hold him in full possession of 
happiness, and the setting sun go down upon his misery, and see 
him stripped of all that rendered life desirable or worth prcw 

servlIlg. 
It was about noon when we reached the town of Salhcyah, 

and ascending the hill above it towards a Sheikh's tomb, or some 
similar monument, called K ubt-cl-Nasr, we enjoyed from tllcnce a 
prospect that W3.'i truly enchanting. Baving, unjortunatcly, neg­
lected to take with us either a compass, a pencil, or even papor, 
no sketch was made of the view, which woult} }Jave so well re­
warded tIle trouble. The inhabitants of Damascus believe that 
the Garden of Eden, or the Paradise of our tirst parents, was in 
the plain below; and they still show to strangers, at a place called 
EI-Roobby, four streams, which they consider to be the four rivers 
described by ,Moses as issuing from thenr-c. Tradition preserves 
an anecdote, which is assigned to l\fohammed, the Arabian prophet, 
though probably belonging to SOllle later personage, but sufficiently 
indicative of the high estimation in which the local Leauty of the 
coup try around Damascus is held. It is said that the Prophet, 
arriving at a spot called EI-Koddem, about two miles south of the 
city, was so impressed with the luxuriant and enchanting dew 
before him, that he turned back from entering it, declaring that 
there was only one paradise for m~m, and leaving the print of his 
foot on the spot where he resolved to leave this earthly paradise in 
pursuit of tile heavenly one, over which spot a mosque is said to 
be built to commemorate this event. Others mention a similar 
senttment expressed by a certaill saint as he caught the first view 
of Damascus from the summit of this hill on the west, fi'om which 
the view is more commanding and magnificent. But whether both, 
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or either of these anecdotes be true or not, their existence, as tra­
ditionary stories, proves at least how appropriately they are ~bsi­
dere1 by the people' of the spot to expres~ the super-emiuent 
beauty of their place of aboile; and in this all strangers who have 
a relish for the charms of landscape must cordially concur. 

From t.his point of view ~hc city of Damascus appeared to ex­
tend its greatest length from north to south, being broader at the 
northern, amI tapering gradually away towards the southern end. 
Its extreme length appeared to be about three miles,and its extreme 
breadth about two. It stands 011 the western edge of a fine plain, 
and a level site, having a chain of hills pressing dose upon it 011 

the north-west, and the plain extellding away beyond the range of 
vision to the east. The buildings of the city being cOllstru<.'tcd 
t;.hiefly of stone uclow and light yellow bricks above, while the 
principal public edifices arc painted in the gaye!\t colours, the 
aspect of the whole is light and airy in the extreme. The castle, 
with its outer court and massive walls, and the great mosque 
a1l'cady described, both of which nrc nearly in the centre of the 
city, look imposing by their magnitude, as seen from hence; and 
the light and tapering minarets that rise in every qua;ter of the 
town, give a peculiar character of elegance to the whole. The gar­
dens that surround the city on t.he llorth; tIle fine olive grounds 
and long avenues of trce~ to the south; the numerous villages 
pressing the skirts of the town on the cast, and the great suburb of 
Salheyah, with the thronged puLlic way that leads to it on the 
west; added to the sombre but rich and thickly-planted cypresses, 
the slender poplars, the corn grounds, and the rivc}'s and streams 
which so abundantly water the whole, give to this charming spot 
a character becoming a scene in fairy-land, and render it a fit object 
for the descripli\"e powers of an Arabian tale. *' 

------------
• Pliny says, thilt the SyriaJls were e,,-ccilclit gardencrs, anrl took "ueh p"ins pnd 

were so lngeuiouI> in the lnying out of their grollnd:.., IlS 10 give ri:'l' 10 a vreek pro'YlOrb 
to thll.tetTl.'Ct.-~-nt.Hjst. b. x:x. c. 51. 

ss2 
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Not far from the spot at which we halted to enjoy this en­
chanting view, was an extensive cemetery, at which we noticed the 
custom so prevalent among eastern nations f of visiting the ~?mbs 
of their deceased friends. These were lormed with great cart', 
and finished with extraordinary neatness: and at the foot of each 
grave, was enclosed a smal1 earthcl\ vessel, in which was planted 
a sprig of myrtle, regularly watered every day oy the mourning 
friend who visited it. Throughout the whole of' this extensive 
place of burial, we did not. observe a single grave to which this 
token of respect and sorrow was not attached; and, scattered 
among the tombs in uifihcnt quarters of the cemetery, we saw 
from twenty to thirty parties or females, sitting near the honourcd 
remains of some recentJy lost and deeply regrctted relative or 
fri end, and either watering their myrt le plants, or strewing flowe~s 
over the green turf that closed upon their heads."'" This interest­
'iog offire of fri ends or lovers sorrowing for the dead, is consigneu 
entirely to females ; as if from a cOll viction that their hearts art' 
more susceptible of those tender feelings which the duties of sllch 
an office l,lecessarily implies, and their brea.'';(s fitter abodes for that 

• TIlc custom of decorating gmve<.. Wfb oucc u llivcr!>ully prevalellt in Engluml, 
ll..~ well a~ umong nations of lhe iliglwst fl ll tillu ily. Tilcr<' i" fi ll :ulmimhk paper 011 
!.his s\ll~t."Cl, under the head of "Rurul Funeral;,," in the Skctch Book of Geoff'rt.·)' 
C rayon, from whi('h tile lollowillg pnssllgc may be ]Icre Ilpprop riatcly introduced ; -
" 11le natural cfi"Cl't of !>orrow o\'er the dead i .. to refill c und C'lcvntc the milld ; nnt! 
we hnve a proof (If it in the purity of St'ntiment and the ul\nfi"cctcd elegance of thought 
whicb J>Cn'odt.'tI the whole of these funcrlll obSerVo.llces ... 111U.~ it WIIS an especial 

.prcco.ulion, !.hat none but .. w('Ct~sccnted e"ergreem llnd flowers shoult! be employed. 
The intention scem~ (0 lune been to ~often the horror~ of the tomb, 10 beh.uile the 
mind from broodIng o\'cr the disgraces of pcri"hing mortnlity, nnll to associate the 
memory of th{· decCRSt!li with the most ddicate and beautiful objects in naturc. TIler ... 
is It dismal process going 0 11 in the gl'ave, cre dust can rcturu to its kindred dust, 
which the imagination !.hrink .. from conu~mplntillg; Bnd wt' Sl."<!k still to think of the 
fonn we hUl'e tOl'cd, with thoiSe refined nssodations which it awakened when blooming 
hefore us in youth and beauty. 'Lay her i' the earth,' says Laertcs of biil virgin 
sister; 

" • And from hcr fair and unpolluted flesh 
May ¥iolell .prinS !' " 
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pure and affectionate sorrow which. is indulged for the 108s of 
those who are dear to us, than the sterner bosoms of men. It is 
a grel\,t advance from s~vage life to know and to ar.knowledgc this; 
and where such an admission of' the superior purity and fidelity of 
the female heart and character exists, their ultimate advancement 
to that rank which their sex s~ould hold in social life cannot be 
altogether hopeless. For this, as for most other blessings, in­
creased knowledge is the most effectual security; when this shall 
take the place of ignorance, the dom esti(' slavery of women, which 
now disgraces the East, will disappear as certainly as that abomi­
nable slavery of men which for so many years disgraced the name 
of Christians in the \¥ est. 

\lVe prolonged our stay at Salhcyah, and in its neighbourhood, 
uotil ncar snnset, and in our return home saw ncar the gate of' one 
of the pasha's palaces a large oriental plane-tree, of' at least fifteen 
feet in uiarnetc.'r, and about one hundred feet in height, with riel 
and exuberant loliage, lorming altogether the noblest object of the 
vegetable world that I had ever beheld. III our way we halt ed at 
a coffee house in the horse-bazar, where we saw some of the mOlit 
beautiful Arab horses, mares, anu colts exhibiting to purchalie:-s, 
smoked a nargecl, IInu chatted with some of the Bedouins who had 
brought them in from the Desert 1(.)1' sale. We reached the con­
vent in time for the evening meal, and sat up late, recapitulating 
the agreeable objects we had seen, and the pleasing impressions 
we had mutually exp~rienced during <?Uf excursion of the day. 
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The rich Jew, Miillim Yusef, who conducted us to the presence of 
the kihyah bey, seated himself with the greatest possible humi~ 
liLy on the floor beneath us, at the feet of his superiors who.occu­
pied the sofa, first kneeling, and then sitting back while kneeling, 
on the heels and soles of his feet, with these and his hands com­
pletely covered, in an attitude and with an air of the most abject 
and unqualified humiliation. Mr. Bankes was dressed ns a Turkish 
effendi, or private and unmilitary person: I still (.'ontinued to wear 
the less showy garments of the Christian merchant, with which I 
had replaced my Bedouin garb. The rich .lew was dressed in the 
most costly garments, including Cashmere shawls, Russian fill's, 
Indian silks. ~nd EngHsh broad-doth: al1, howcver, heing of dark 
colours, since none but the orthodox l\fohllrnmcllans are 11llowcd 
to wear either green, red, yellow, azurc, or white, in any of the!r 
garments, which are therefore, however costly ill mtlterinl, almost 
restricted to dnl'k browns, blacks, :Illd IJlues. Among the party 
was also a .Moslem dervish, with a patchwork lind party-coloured 
bonnet of a slIg'ar loaf shape, and his bo(l.v scarcely half cover~d 
with rags- and tattered garments; his lIaked limbs obt.rudiug them­
selves most offensively, and his general appcanlllce being indecent. 
and disgustillg. It was impossible not to be struck forcibly with 
the different modes of reccption and treatment adopted towards 
us, more particularly as contrasted with our real and apparent con­
ditions. The Jew, who was by filr the wealthiest and the most 
powerful of all present, who li .... ed in the most splendid house ill 
Damascus, and fed fl'OOl hit) table more than a hundred poor film i­
lies every da" who literally managed the great machineD/' govern_ 
ment, and had influence enough, both here and at Constantinople, 
to procure the removal of the present bey ii'om his post if he 
desired it, was obliged to kneel in the presence of those who could 
not have carried on the affairs of government without his aid, 
while the dervish, contemptible alike for his ignorRnce , and 
arrogant assumption of superiority, was admitted to the seat of 
honour, and, with ourselves, who were of a faith as far removed 
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from their own as the Jew's, was served with coffee, sherbet, and 
perfumes, and treated by the attendants with all the marks of sub. 
mission and respect . 

• After a short conversation on general subjects, in which poli­
tical news and exchange of compliments had the largest share, 
two cawasses, or soldiers, with silver sticks, were ordered to atten"d 
us around the palace, and we accordingly withdrew. On the in­
~elligence of the late pasha's death first reaching Damascus, the 
treasury, and all t.he apartments of his residence which were 
thought to contain any valuable articles, were instantly secured 
with bolt!> and bars, and placed under lock and seal, in which 
state of security they still remained, this being assigned to us as 
a reason why the apartments best worth seeing were not at pre­
sent accessible. We were, therefore, shown only a few of the 
-rooms of the palace, and all of these fell far short of our expect­
ations, having nothing of magnificence i.n their appearance. Many 
of them, inueeu, were so mean as to force comparisons of a ludi­
.crous nature, and present the image of a barber's shop, a tailor's 
board, &c. This was particularly the case with one small apart­
ment which was said to be a favourite one of the latl'! paslu:, in 
which he generally took his evening coffee, though such a place 
would be appropriated to no higher usc than a s('uJJery in any 
decent house in England. The choice of such a place was pro­
bably, however, not in conformity with the natural taste of this 
Turkish chief, but from an affectation of simplicity in public, which 
is by no means unccfmmon with those who indulge in the greatest 
luxuries and sensualities in private, and who are withal the most 
inexorable of tyrants, as evinced, among others, in the character 
of the late pasha of Acre, surnamed Jezzar, or the butcher, from 
his bloody cruelty, who nevertheless assumed in public the sim­
plicity of a patriarch or a hermit. 

From seeing the lower apartments of the palace, we were 
taken to 8 flight of wooden stairs, which we ascended, and c8n:'e 
to • long gallery at the top. from which we were shown through 

T T 
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the windows the interior of a fin~ room, the embellishments of 
which were really handsome. The marble pavement, the gilded 
and enamelled . friezes, cornices, and ceilings, the pointed 8r~hed 
recesses, the curious and costly mosaic of the inlaid doors, were 
all extremely beautiful; and this splendour of the pasha's retire­
ment might well compensate for his £ublic appearance of humility. 
We learnt that this was the principal apartment in which he 
received and passed his leisure hours with the ladies of his harem; 
a word which to an English ear conveys an idea of indulgence in 
voluptuous pleasures, and is calculated to give the most errone­
ous notions of Turkish life, the harem being no dount as often the 
scene of cruel and ferocious violence as of consenting love. \Ve 
1earnt that. there were HUW in the palace a number of the pasha's 
wives and concubines. under charge of a bearded old man, who 
was pointed out to us, and not in the keeping of eunuchs, as i~ 
almost universally the case. They would remain here, we were 
told, closely immured and jealously guarded in their confinement, 
until a person deputed from Constantinople should arrive t.o take­
them to the Grand Signor, or Sultan of Stamboul, who has alone 
the power' of adding them to the innumerable victimli of his own 
imperial harem, Of disposing of them as may suit his pleasure in 
marriage to his favourite officers. The reflectjon~ suggested by 
this communication, formed a powerful drawback from the plea­
sure we derived from the gay and happy scene of yesterday, while 
it confirmed my impression of the dreadful insecurity of life and 
liberty under a despotism so unlimited as this~ 

OUf next visit was to the armoury, in the great court before 
the palace. We saw here thirty brass field-pieces, six-pounders, 
of Turkish foundry and well mounted, being ranged in front of 
the armoury, and ready for immediate service. Within these were 
some few heaps of shot and shells, and a number of large jars 
filled with tar; several closed palanquins or tachterevans, which 
a~e borne between two camels, and used for tlle eonveyance of the 
paaha'. -ladies, whenever he may need their attendance in any 
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journey or excursion, and particularly for the pilgrimage to Mecca. 
There were also about fifty large and very old blunderbusses, 
capable of carrying a ~all of about a pound weight, and furnished 
with '0 swivel just before the match-lock, so as to admit of its being 
fastened to a saddle and fired from a dromedary's back, or from 
the ground, as occasion might require. This place might ue caUed 

• 
the magazine of the Hadj, rather than the general armoury, as all 
these articles, we were told, were kept exclusively for the pilgrim­
age to Mecca, and put in requisition on the departure of the 
annual caravan. 

From hence we went to the castle, which is not far distant 
ii'om the magazine described. It is a large edifice, constructed 
in nearly the same style as the great castle at Bozrah, and SUf­

rounded with a broad and deep ditch of rustic masonry. It 
~ppears to be a work of great antiquity, and to have undergone 
many alterations, additions, and repairs, at different periods. The 
stones of the oldest parts of this builuing, near its foundation, are 
ef an extraordinarily large size. The rustic masonry is the only 
feature of Roman architecture that it possesses, as the arches of 
the interior are chiefly of the pointed form, like those- of Adje­
loon and Assalt. These castles, instead of elucidating the history 
of the pointed arch, 8mI defining the )ine which separates the 
eastern from the western style of architecture, or serving to mark 
the distinction between the Roman, the Saracen, and the Gothic 
orders of building, offer perpetual contradictions, and make the 
subject more difficult and obscure. In the same edifice we had 
Reen the round, the Rattened, and the pointed arch, rustic masonry 
on the exterior tront, and fine smooth masonry in the interior 
\'o'8]]S j yet aU apparently of tile same age, and, in many instances, 
certainly all coeval with the original construction of the work in 

which they appeared. 
At the castle of' Athlete, on the sea-coast of P81eBtine, Mr. 

Bankes acknowledged to me that he had seen sufficient of the~e 
mixed features to create strong doubts in his mind as to the accu~ 

T T 2 
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racy of the. system he had hitherto adopted, for his guidance in 
distinguishing the Roman from the Saracenic works of the country. 
At Assalt, my own opinions were in the same manner shaken. At 
Adjeloon, where I saw the fan or shell niche of Roman shape and 
design united with the pointed arch of the Saracen form, my pre­
vious notions were quite unsettled. At Bozrah, the fine Doric 
theatl'e and the sharp vaulted passages seen in the same building, 
gave my opinions on this subject an entirely different turn Ii"om 
that which they had at first taken. And, lastly, this castle of 
Damascus had again raised fresh doubts as to the accuracy of 
either of the systems successively adopted. There appeared, at 
last., to be a choice between two hypothesl::s only; first, that the 
pointed arch was u:. frequently used by the Romans in their build­
ings in this country, as the semicircular one, and that the castles 
enumerated were all of Roman origiu; Of, secondly, that the 
rounded arch t the rustic masonry, and the shell or fan-topped 
niche, the most peculiar features of R.oman work, were used by 
the Saracens who succeeded them in their possessions, and that 
these were all Mohammedan castles, erected after the expulsion of 
the Romans and Greeks of the Lower Empire from the country. 
The first of these alternatives seemed to me, IJOwever, the most 
probably accurate of the two; a~d as the pointed arch is found in 
some of the oldest of the buildings in the Hauran, constructed 
whoHy of stone, it may have been found existing. in these works 
of the country when the Romans first came into it, and have been 
subsequently used by them in other and larger works of ornament 
or defence. 

That the' early Greeks were unacquainted with the principle 
of coDstructing the arch, though they had carried architecture to 
a higher pitch of excellence than any other nation that preceded 
them t seems to be generally maintained and admitted. It is also 
asserted and believed, that neither the Indian. nor the Egyptians 
~ere acquainted with this refinement in building. In Egypt, 
however, the monuments of which country are more ancient pro­
bably than that.of any other on the face of the globe, the form of 
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the Roman arch Was well known j and at the remains of Abydos, 
or EI Araba Medfoun, on the western bank of the Nne, are seve­
ral arc~ed passages cut out in stone, and sculptlTTcd with hiero­
glyphics executed with infinite labour and care. Among the 
ruins of Thebes, also, on the western side of the Nile, sun-dried 
brick buildings have been foupd to contain con8tnJ,Ctcd arches, (I 
think of the pointed form,) the antiquity of which is very uncer­
tain. They may, indeed, be referred to an age coeval with Thebes 
Itself, as well as to any later period j sinee a pyramid of the same 
material (8un~dried brick) exists near Dashour and Sakkara *j a 
boundary waH of the snme material near the cataracts of the Nile 
at Assouam j city walls at Babylon in 1\fesopotamia, at 'Eliethas 
in Upper Egypt, and at Tanis in Lower Egypt; besides private 
dwellings at Abu-ke-sheid in the desert of Suez j at Bubastis in 

• 
the Shurkieh, and other places decidedly Egyptian,' and unques-
tionably of the earliest ages. The sun-dried brick buildings at 
Thebes may be as old as any of these, and the arches stiB remain­
irfg in them be therefore of very high antiquity; so also the round 

------- - _. --~---. 
• Tht' huildings of brick were not only ns ancient as those of stone, but would Sl.OCr.l, 

from the expression!> nttributoo to an 'Egyptian king on ert:cting 8 pyramid of this 
m8lCriul, to tunc been in h igher e::.tillllllio/l. The following is the pus!tab"C of H erooOlu::. 
in which this lIIay he seen:-

" Alter Mycerinus, tiS the prie::.ts inlonnoo me, Asychis reignl..J in Egypt; he erect-
00 dle east entrance to the temple of Vulcnll, which is litr the greatest and mo.~t mag­
nificent. Each of the alxl\"c-mcutiollcd \'c .. tibulcs, i., elegantly fI<i(lrned with figures 
well cu.rvoo lind other orn:~mellt!> of hua(~illg'i, but thi ~ il> sllperior to thelll ull. III 
this reign, when commerce was checked lind injuroo from the extreme want of money. 
an ordinance paSsed, that any Ollt' might borrow Illoney, gil'ing the lxxIy of hi!> father 
as a pledge: by this law, the sepulchre of tilt' debtor Iwcmnc ill the power of the 
creditor; for if the debt was not dischargt:d, hI' could neither he buried with his 
fumily, nor in My other vault, nor wns he sufleretl to iuter oue of his descendanUi. t 
This prince, desirous of surpassing nil hi .. predecessors, left, us 11 monument of lib 
flUllC, a pyrrunid of brick, wjth this ill~criptioll Oil a piece of mill"ble: ' Do not dis­
parage my worth by compnring . me to those p~rllmids. ~mposeJ of slone; 1 a~ as 
much superior to them, as Jo"e lS to the rest 01 the delbe~: 1 am forme(1 of bricks, 
which were made of mud adhering to poles drawn Irom the huUOm of the lake.'_ 
Thil was the most mcmorablf' of t1lis killg's actions." - Eutc·/"pt:, cxxxvi. 

t The law. of England allow tbe Ilrrest of a il(lrMHl'sdead body till bu debt. lire paid; thi. nlentio~cd 
by Herodotu. i, the lint e1aDlpie pcrhllf'5 on record of Juch Il custOln. 
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and pointed arches found in the oldest buildings of the HauriD, 
supporting the roo£~ of stone, may be of an antiquity long anterior 
to the first conquests of the Romans in the East. In these build­
ings are seen arched windows, the arch scooped out of or:e solid 
stone, with square, circular, and diagonal apertures cut out of the 
masses used in the masonry of tJle front, at the same time that 
constructed arches built of several separate stones are found on the 
inside of the same edifice. An these are certainly coeval with the 
stone ceilings and stone doors of the same buildings, and are to 
be found in the most ancient structures now exi"ting in the Hau­
ran. The arch, whether of the rounded or pointed form, as found 
existing'in these buildings, may, therefore, be carried back to the 
earliest period at which these tertile plains were first peopled by 
a race dwelling in houses; and this we know to have been as ea~ly 
as the time of Job, or even before, as, in his day, his sons and 
daughters feasted luxuriously in llOlUms; while the Chaldeans and 
Sabeans, who, like the present inhabitants of the neighbouring 
desert, the Bedouin Arahs, fell upon the inhabitants of the plaitls, 
and carr,jed off their camels and flocks, smiting those who resisted 
with the edge of the sword·, proba?ly lived as their successors at 
this moment do, in tents. \¥herever, indeed, the cultivators of 
the soil were fixed, as in these towns of the Hauran, and led a 
settled life, as distinguished from the wanderers of' the desert, their 
habitations must always have been of stone, from the great abun­
dance of that material, and the total want of wood; and buildings 
80 constructed, of low and mas~ive propo~tions, with large and 
solid blocks, ,united with careful and excellent workmanship, would 
endure as long as the. pyramids of Memphis, or the most ancient 
structures now existing in any part of the globe. 

It is not, howevert to be necessarily inferred from this, that 
the Romans borrowed their form of the arch, or the principle of its 

. • See the first chapter of the book of Job, which ill gtlnerally considered to .be 
t1!e mott ancient of all the books of Scripture; wberc many coincidences will strike 
the reader, between the luesent state of the Haurin, and the ancient picture of the 
" Land of Uz." 
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construction, from the East, since these might both have existed 
in this quarter at an early period, and yet have been discovered in 
Italy also at a much later dute, without any knowledge of its ex-

• istence elsewhere: and it will readily be admitted, that while liuch 
discoveries as those of the polar attraction, mariner's compass, 
gunpowder, and the art of priI!ting, were made by the Chinese in 
the East, and European nations in the West, without interchange 
or communication between these countries, the more simple dis­
covery of the principle of the arch in building might have been 
made by two separate nations, and used by each without the one 
having necessarily borrowed it from the other. 

To return trom this digression to the description of the castle 
of Damascus, the mixed architecture of which suggested the ob­
servations by which the narrative has been interrupted; we saW 
w{thin the gate of entrance some large brass guns uismounteu, and 
on the waUs above nearly twenty pieces of different calibre, in a 
most neglected state; but we could learn nothing of the ancient 

btdista, which has been reported to be here, though we made many 
enquiries after it. The inlerior of the castle presented a confm.eu 
heap, in which were mingled together, strong works of 'uefenc(.., 
ruined palaces retaining marks of ancient splendour and rich 
ornaments of the most florid Arabesque, with rema,ins of 
fountains, aqueducts, and gardens attached; besides dark pas­
sages, gloomy dungeons, secret stairs, and a labyrinth of various 
objects through which it would be impossible to pe~etrate 

without fL guide who was intimately acquainted with aU the 
localities of the place. 

From the summit of this extensh'e edifice, we commanded a 
fine panorama of an the central parts of' the city, including the 
pasha's residence, the principal mosques, and many of tht' large 
streets which were laid open to our view. The gardens to the 
north of the town, and Salheyah to the west, gave an additional 
charm to the picture, and would alone have rewarded the trouble. 
of our ascent thus far, even had we met with no other objects of 
interest in our way. On descending to leave the castle, we were 
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followed by a number of the officers and dependants attached to the 
fortress, who were all importunate for their expected fees, and 
though we did not give to anyone the fuU' amount of his demand, 
it required several Spanish dollars to pay them all. 

From the castle we went through tbe city towards its eastern 
gate, and in our way were shown s?mc of the iew remaining por­
tions of the old waH of enclosure, when Damascus was one of the 
strong walled cities of the patriarchal age. The buildings have so 
increased, however, since that period, that the number of houses 
beyond these walls is certainly double the number of those within 
their precincts. It wiH be remembered that Damascus is one of the 
vcry earliest cities of which the Scriptures make mention, being 
coeval with Babel, Nineveh, Sodom, Gomorrnh, Haran, and Dr of 
the Chaldees, the first 'cities that existed after the flood; it is named 
also as the birth place of Eliezer, the steward of Abram's hou'se, 
before the covenant, by which God is represented to have given him 
the who1e of this country, from the river of Egypt to the Great 
River, the river Euphrates. '* History makes no mention of any st\b­
sequent destruction of this city, as it does of Babylon, Nineveh, 
Tyre, and Sidon, which were denounceu by the prophets; so that it 
is likely to contain some remains of the very highest antiquity, and 
no where more probably than in these broken portions of' its original 
walls. We were not surprised, therefore, to find these fragments 
presenting, at the lowest base, a mu.'wnry apparently more ancient 
than either Roman or Saracen. The blocks of stone, of which 
the foundations were composed, are often of a square iorm, which is 
unusual in aoy but the most ancient structures, and sometimes the 
height of the blocks exceeds their length, which is still more rarely 
seen: they are also of a large size, frequently measuring ten feet 
in length, or breadth, or heigh~t as the greatest dimension may 
happen to be; they have all a smooth surface, and are closely 
united without the aid of cement. Above this portion of the most 
ancient masonry which forms the foundation, and ascends but a 

• See Genesis, X\', 18, 
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HttJe way fro.m the base, is seen a continuation of, or rather 8n 

addition to, the old ~ork, by a portion of wall raised upon the 
origi'1.al base, and executed in the rustic masonry of Roman times; 
while this again is repaired and raised upon by patches of Moham­
medan masonry, which is easily seen to be of modern (late, from the 
inferiority in the size of the materials, as well as in their strength 
of union, and neatness of execution, in all of which they are not to 
be compared to the eaTJier portions of the structure. 

The eastern gateway appeared to be entirely of Rom!m archi­
tecture, having pila..<Jters of the Doric order on each side. Beyond 
this gate we visited some beautiful gardens, and near them several 
extensive cemeteries, in which the graves were formed" and pre­
served with a degrce of neatness and care, that evinced how 
qniversal was the respect and attention shown to these mansions 
of the dead. Every separate tomb that we remarked, had a sprig 
of myrtle planted at its foot, where the earthen vase that contained 
the plant was built ill with the enclosure; and this was watered 
d'aily by some female relative of the deceased, who visited the 
grave every day. and of whom there w(~re nol less than fifty now 
scattered singly, and in groups, over different parts of this moving 
yet agreeable scene. 

This formed the last portion of our excursion to-day; and 
returning through the city by a different route from any we had 
yet foHowed, we paio a short visit to Monsieur Chabo~eau, lIined 
together at the convent, and passed a most agreeable evening in 
recapitu1ating and comparing the various impressions produced on 
our minds by the different objects we had seen durj~g the day. 

Damascus, Monda,Y, March 26.-We went out this morning 
to see the bazars of the city, and were occupied during the whole 
of the day in traversing them in every direction, occasionally re­
posing on tile bench of some coffee-house, in the streets through 
which we passed, on our way from one bazar to another. 
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SSO EXAMTNA nON OF THE INTERIOR OF DAMASCUS. 

The narrowest streets of Damascus are wider than the gen~ 
raJity of those at Cairo, and will convenieptly admit of a laden 
camel marching in the centre, with room for a foot passen,ger to 
move in safety on each side. The greater lIumber of the streets, 
indeed, wou 1<1 aHow two Jadcn camels to pass each other without 
incommoding those on foot; and .roany are as wiele as the great 
street by which we first traversed Damascus, on entering it from 
the southward, :IS before described. 

The bazllrs nre appropriated each to the sale of its separate 
class of articles, which is usual, indeed, throughout the Turkish 
dominions. Those in which the morc valuable commodities nre 
vended, ,;rc generaHy roofed in, with apertures Jett to admit light 
and air. by which means they are kept warm and dry in winter, 
and shady and cool in summer, cOlIsiocl'ations of importance to 

• 
places so constantly thronged, as are these resorls of purchase and 
sale. The bazars appeared to us to be all well furnished with the 
articles of commerce in general requisilion here, and the traders 
seemed to be more wealthy and respectable than the same class i.)f 
persons il) Egypt. 

The shops are seldom opcned before ten o'clock in the fore­
nOOIl, and rarely continue open longer than two o'clock in the 
afternoon, making their period of bLlsille.'~s, therefore, only fOlll' 

hours in the day. Tile persons who attend in them to serve the 
customers, under the eye of the master, are weB dressed, obliging, 
and polite; and genera1Jy succeeu, by their cOlllplimentary mode 
of address and agreeable manners, in inducing their visitors to pur­
chase morc of them than they at first intended. On the whole, 
there is perhaps no part of a modern Turkish or Arabian city, 
where the pictures of the Arabian tales pass 1i0 frequently and 
completely before the view 8S in a crowded bazar; and to an 
observant spectator, it is one of the most agreeable and entertaining 
rambles that he can take. 

In Damascus, all kinds of Indian commodities, but particularly 
spices. cotton manufactures, coarse and fine muslins, chintzes, and 



EXAMINATION OF THE lNTERJOIt OF DAMASCUS. 
~81 

gold stuffs, are in grent ucmnnd, and considerable quantities of 
them are sold at high prices. The!:lp come from India by the 
Persian Gulf, Bu:ssorA, Baghdad, alld Aleppo; and arc conse­
quent1y burthcncd with all the heavy expellees of land carriage 
through such a circuitous route. It is here, among other great 
cities of the Levant, including Constantmople, Smyrna, and the 
whole of Asia 'Minor, that a vci.st fie ld would bp found for the COIl­

sumption of In~iall commodities, if the), GOuld be brought to their 
respective markets at a less cost, aud rcndcl'eu available to all 
classes, instead of' being confined. as they now.nre by their heavy 
prices, to the opulent onJ y. It js certain that every artide, the 
produce of China, India, and the Eastern seas, would ue supplied 
at a much easier ratc by the way of thc Hed Sca and Egypt to all 
the countries bonh:ring 011 thc l\leuiterranean, than by allY other 
• route; they could be even hrought ruund the Cape of' Good Hope 
to the coast of Syria, at much less cost than hy the tedious carriage 
of the overland journey, whel) risk, delay, and other cOIl~j(lel'ations. 
aU acting as so much additional charge, arc taken into the estimate. 
The Red Sca, however, would bc 1II0rc expeditio lls and less ex­
pensive tlmn any otllcr chan nel; and all that is wanting{or thi!'. to 
be chosen, is the assurance of easy tn.lllsit-uutics in Egypt, al ~ J. 

certaillt.y of protection. The Pasha of' that fertile provinec, by this 
simple guarantee, secured. on ~uch pledges as should induce a perfect 
reliance thereon, might do morc in tell years to enrich his country, 
and to make it the resort of merchants from eycry part of Asia 
and Afi'ica at least, rt!:; well as the eastern parts of EuropC', than 
all tue Soudans or Beys that ever reigned 011 the banks of thc 
Nile have Jet heen able to efiect for that admirably situated and 
highly interest ing region. In the hand!! of the English, as a con­
necting link between India and Great Britain, we !Ohould soon find 
Egypt a magazine for all the productions of the East llnd the 
West; from willch the cheap manufactures of our own country, 
and the rich natural productions of our Oriental posses~ions, would 
be distributed over every part of the globe now subject to Turki:ih 
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dominion, and all those that border on its extensive limits; while 
a new stimulus would be given to industry throughout these pro­
vinces, where mnny new articles would be produced 88 commodities 
of barter and return. Under a despotism so liable to perPetual 
change as the government of Turkey, in every part of that dis­
jointed empire, such a state of th)ngR could never be realised; 
though in Egypt, if the reign of Mohammed Ali be continued .in 
the spirit by which that 'chief professes to be actuated at present, 
and his independence be established and declared, the progressive 
introduction of Ellropeans into his councils may do much towards 
the accomplishment of so important an object, and Egypt become 
again as celebrated for its commerce with surrounding countries 
a~ it was in thc days of its ancient prosperity. 

The few manufactures of England that have yet found their 
way into the hazars of Damascus, are much sought after, and held 
in very high esteem, particularly light woollen cloths of gay 
colours, printed cottOIlS and chintzes, and silk and cotton shawls 
made in imitation of those of Cashmere. As these are not im­
ported direct from England to Syria. but come through the markets 
of Malta, ' Smyrna, the Greek Islands, und Alexandria, at each of 
which places the prices become enhanced by new charges, they 
seB here at exorbitantly high rates, and would very handsomely 
repay the adventurer of a small ship freighted with such a 
cargo. to be landed at some port on the coast. To these, how­
ever, might be added a considerable number of other articles, 
which, from the cheap rate at which they cO~lld be furnished from 
England. would only need be known, to be in great demand. 

The greater supply of wearing apparel for the fashionable 
persons of both sexes at Damascus, is brought from Constantinople, 
ready made. These are mostly new, but R large quantity of clothes 
that have been previously worn, are also brought from the Turkish 
capital for the bazars of this city, and distributed indeed over the 
greater part of the empire. It is this practice of selling the apparel 
of those who have died of various diseases, and transporting them 




