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PICE FACE. 

IN laying before the world the present account of a Journey through 

Mesopotamia, I feel a stronger assurance of its being acc<~ptahlc to 

the generality of readers, than I (~(mld venture t.o indulge on either 

of the two former occasions on which J had to present to the public 

eye the result of my rcsearche~ ano ob~crvatiolls ill otht!T countries 

of the East. The "TRAVEL~ IN P ,\LESTIXE" appeared under the 

greatest disadvantages: notwithstalldiTlg which, their SllC<-'CSS, and 

the almost IlIliversal commendation they obtainL'll, was as cncou

mging to futul'e Jabours, as flattcrin~ in it., approbation of the plliit. 

The same unfavourable eircumstancr'b ~ontinued, when the ;, TUA

VEI.S AMONG TIlE AllAn 'fuIIU':S" su<:cceded: hut these also met 

with a reception 80 favourable, as to make me think more lightly of' 

the obstacles which had hitherto impeded my progress than I had 

before felt justifiL'" in doing . 

. These 4i,sadvantages no longer exist. A severe and patient In

vestigation; extended through nearly four years, into the accu

mulated and· reiterated ebarges, by which the rivals as well as 

enemies of my reputation had endeavourt.'<i to imprt$S the world 
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'with au opinion of my bad faith as an author, my worthlessness ru. 

a man, and my uttef' incompetclIcy a~ a Traveller, either to observe 

accurately what I heard and saw, or to describe intelligibly even 

the onilinary objects of curiosity Ol' interest, has led to the most 

satislitctory rc.ult. Two of the individuals who fir.t dared to give 

utterance to these aspeniions, havc, in a British Court of Justice, 
• 

voluntarily confessed their falsehood, apologized for their miscon-

duct. and submitted to verdicts being recorded against them; and 

the third has heen convicted, before a crowded tribunal, and a jury 

of his <~ollntrymcn, of being u false, scumlalous, and malicious 

libeller, by, it verdict which adjudged him to pay Four Hundred. 

Pounds damages, and his full portion of the <!xpenses of the legal 

proceedinhFS, the whole of' which, on the three actions tried, are un

derstood to be upwards of I;jve Thou~and Pounds sterling. 

The detailfi of the origin, progress~ amI termination of these 

trials, are given, for the satistltction of the curious, in an AI'PENDIX 

at the end of the present yolulIle. It is here thought sufficient, there

fore, merdy to record the fact, in order that tlu,! f('ader may be sa

tisfied, before he enters Oil t,he perusal of the present ,"York, that its 

author, whatcver may be his quetlitieations, is at least innocent of the 

charges framed and propagatcd by his accusers, and is worthy of the 

faith and confidence of his fellow-countrymen, as to the originality 

and fidelity of his ucstriptions and details. }'or the rest, he cheer

fully submits this portion of' his labours, as' he has always readily 

done evcry othcr, to the ordeal of Public Opinion, to' b\> neglected, 

censured, or approved," as its defects or merits may deterniine. 

The circumstances under which this Journev was entered upon 
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and completed being fully explained in the Narrative itselt; it is 

only necessary to premise that it was performed Without the plea

sure and advantage of a European fIjend, companioil, interpreter, 
• 

servant, or attendant of any sort; that the dres.'t, manners, and- lan_ 

guage of the country, were adopted, and continued throughout t1te 

whole of the way; and that the utmost care was tak(~n to ensure "s 

much accuracy as was attainable, by recording all the observations 

that suggested themselves while fresh on the memory, and amid the 

scenes and events which gave them birt.h. 

It would scarcely be imagined, by those who have not taken the 

trouble to consult the authors whose accounts of this country exist, 

how scanty and imperfect is the information they collectively ""n

taio on the state and .condition of Mesopotamia, even at the periods 

ill which they wrote. Whether it was, that the difficulty of pene

trating across its desert tracts, which has always been considerable, 

occupied all the attention of travellers in providing for their perso
nal safety--or, that. journeying as subjects of a different nation. and 

a different faith, they were unablp. to escape sufficiently from the 

observation of those around them, to record their researches with

out interruption-it is not easy to determine. Perhaps both of 

these causes may have operated to prevent their bringing away with 

them tlie ample details which it has been my good fortune to amass, 

respecting the interior of this interesting region, through whieh I 

travelled under all the ad~antages of respect and confidence from 

those around me; and with sufficient leisure and safety to clljoy un

molested opportlinities of recording whatever appeared worthy of 

observation, befote one series of impressions was obliterated by a 

succeeding train of objects and th0'!Shts. 

b 
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The principal Travellers who have made Mesopotamia the scene 

of their wanderil'gs, have bPen the UabLi Benjamin of' Tudela, an 

enterprising .Jew, who, as early as the year 1170 of the Chrhltiau 

era, ,isited many countries of the.' _East, and wwtc his observations 

in -the Hebrew tongue, from which they ha ve h~en subsequently 

tl~unslated into two of the languages of Europe; Dr. Leonhardt 

It.11.l\\-'oltf; a German, who went, by the Euphrates, from HiI' to 

Bahylon, amI returned from Ba~dad to Aleppo, by hmu, about the 

year I !>'3(t; I)jctro Della Valle. an Italian, who was in that country 

about JfjiH ; Otter, a FrcJl(~hman , who travelled in ]730; and the 

ceJehrah'u DaTI ish engineer, Niebuhr, uhout thirty years later. 

Since thil-> last period, now nearly a century ago, there has heen 

no Traveller of emineuC(', with who&C works 1 am acquainted, who 

has had any opportunity of examining the (xmntry between tire 

Euphratc~ and the Ti~ris, which strictly comprises the rewon of' 

Mesopotamia ; though many hav~ pa!Geu from Constantinople, east 

of the latter river, through Georgia, Armcnia, and Koordistan, to 

Ragdad and Persia. 

1 have reason to believe, therefore, that my account of Me·· 

wpotamia will he more ample than that of the Travellers named, 

as I have had an opportunity of (!onsulting each of their works, 

and seeing the extent of their materials ; and I am not without 

a hope, also, that it may be found as new and interesting, as it 

must be admitted to be copious and diffuse. On a country, how_ 

ever, of which so little has been said by ancient travellers, and 

still less by modern ones, I considered that aburi<JanCe, and even 

minuteness of detai~ would !Je an error on the safe side; and, 

under this impression, I nave. pennitted my observations, mad~ 
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on the way, to remain with little or no retrenchment: the op

portunities of writing, which I enjoyed "during this protrdcted 

journey, rendering it unnecessary to wait for further leisure, for 
• 

the purpose of adding illustrations, or filling up the outline of' 

the Narrative written on the spot. Such as the .Joumal of"tl,,· 

Route" was, therefore, on tcnninating the ,Journey at Bagd,;1d, 

such is ~t now presented to the Reader; and jf he should, frolll 

this state of the Narrative, be enabled to enter more readily into 

the views, and participate more freely in the feelings, of the writer. 

it .. " nnot fail to increase the pleasure of both. 

The map of Mesopotamia, with a Sketeh of the Author's Rout<'. 

has 1x.'Cn constructed by Mr. Sidney HalJ, from t11e original note, 

of bearings, distances, and time" recorded on the march; the Plan 

and Views of' the existing Ruins of ancient Babylon are frolll 

the pencil of Mr. Rich, originally designed for his valuable and 

interesting Memoir, inserted in a Continental Work, under th<.' 

direction of Baron von Hammer, entitled" Les Mines de )'Orient;" 

and the Illustrations at the Heads of Chapters, which embrace thl' 

most interesting of the many sketches tab'!n on the journey, have 

been drawn ·on the wood by Mr. W. H. Brooke, whose reputatioH, 

in this department of graphic produetions, is fully maintaine,. hy 

his prt!sent labours, and engraved by the several individuals whose 

names are placed opposite the respective subjects on the list ; while 

the peculiarly perfect manner in which the impressions are taken 

from the blocks, does much credit to the Printer. 

Of the matter, style, and general literary character of the \\T ork, 

the Public will form their own ~stimatc. It would be affecta.tioH 
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m mc to prctend, after the ordinary custom of the age, that I had 

beef! persuaded, by the earnest solicitations of indulgent friends, 

and in opposition to my OW11 judgment, to "rive these materials 
• 

to the world; and on that ground to deprecate criticism, and seek 

shelter from scrutiny. I candidly confess, tlmt I have been in

d~ced, by two more powerful considerations, to the execution of 

my task ; lirst, the general approbation with which my former 

labours have been received; and secondly, the uesire, which never 

forsakes lilt', of contributing-as far as my opportunitie~ of ob

servation, means of recording them, and ca.pacity to rcnder them 

intelligible, admit-my full share towards that accumulating stock 

of general instruction, which is now happily so largely drawn upon 

hy all dasses of the community, through which philanthropy and 

p.1.triotism alike co-operate to encourage ibi diffusion. If this 

Offering, which I now lay with pleasure, not lftlmixcd ,vith hope, 

on the Altar of' Public Infonnation, be acceptable to those who 

~t'e, in the extension of Knowledge, the surest means of ame

liorating the condition of mankind, I shall be abw,dantly rewarded. 

TA'·I~TO('K Srw.'R£, 

FUll(' .\R l" .'i, 1827· 

J. S. BUCKINGHAM. 
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J EY FROM ALEPPO TO THE BA K O}' THE EUPlIRATK8. 

a ___ a long and perilous journey from Egypt, through Pales-

the untravelled count' East of Jordan and 
-..w.r,ed a repo of some days, in the . t of · leppo: 

ever, I soon prepared again iJr the 
""""""~-" miI __ • regions of Mesopotamia, on my to the 

te of the city itself was, at t . period, suf
the hole of the rrounding .country was 

urtmJII.reommotion, so that trav Ding, either singly 
~.tlilWl~ Duties. .... IIP08Sible, without' min nt ri k of plunder, 

the difficulty of assembling uflici nt 
trength ough to force a 1JlU! ... t'C 

to leav little hope of that 
B 

• 



2 JOURNEY FROM ALEPPO 

accomplished till the return of more tranquil times. It was in the 
month of May, 1816, that hostilities had broken out between the 
Anazie Arabs, and another tribe, each helonging to the b'1'cat divi
sion of this people which had embraceu the new and reforming 

• uoctrines of' the Wah.bees, a sect of' deistical puritans, who had, for 
some time past, disturbed the peace of Arabia, by their conversiolls 
and .their wars. The immediate cause of this rupture was stated 
to be this: that one of the wann-blooded sons of Mahimna, the 
great Chief of the Anazies, who assumed to himself the title of 
Sultan of the Desert, had stolen away, by force, from a neighbouring 
camp, a beautiful virgin; of whom, at first sight, as is not uncommon 
with Orientals, he had become passionately enamoureu. This 
Trojan treachery had roused the whole of the !oiurrounding country 
to arms: and the most romantic tak'S of heroism, love, aJid self
devotion, with all the exaggerations which Eastenl fancies give to 
such traits of character, were repeated by every tongue, and greedily 
dr-mk in by every car. 

As a detail ()f preparations for a journey through rarply fre
quented countries is not only beneficial to those who may contem
plate pursuing t.he same route at any future period, but instructive 
to all who desire to see the modes of thinking and the manners 
of acting, which prevail in distant countries, exhibited in the"frcsh
ness of their original colouring; and to be transported, as it were, to 
the immedIate scene, so as to become a co-spectator and a co·actor, 
as far as sympathy call effect this, with the Traveller himself, 
this detail will be given, and will serve at once to introduce to the 
reader's attention the characters in whose society, and the circum
stances under which, the Journey about to be described wa.~ under
taken. 

The great regular caravan from Aleppo to Bagdad, across the 
Syrian Desert, was not expected to leave the former ci*y ~tiJ. Sep
tember; but a smaller one had been formed, for the purpose ·of 
gomg, by a more circuitous route, to Mardin, and Mousul on the 
Tigris. Thi. C8l'11van' was, indeed, now on the point of departlD'P.. 
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Mr. Vigoroux, a French gentleman, recently appointed consul for 
BUJ!8()rah, in the Persian Gulph, and whom I had seen some months 
before at Alexandria, in Egypt, had gone by the same way not more 
than ten days before my arrival at Aleppo; but accounts h",) al
ready reached this, of certain arbitrary demands being made on him, 
as a Frank or European traveller, by the governors ofthe different 
stations on thp- road; and Mr. Barker, the British Consul at this • 
city, spoke also of the route by Mardin and Mousul being extremely 
troublesome and vexatious on account of such exactions, of which 
he had heard much during his residence here. 

My anxiety to enter upon the journey, and the faint prospect 
which presented itself of any hetter occasion, determined me, 
however, to accept this, whatever might be its disadvantages. 1 
accordingly obtained an introduction to a merchant of Mousul, named 
Hadjec Abd-cl-Rakhman, who wa.~ returning by this caravan to hit; 
native city, with merchandize from the I)ilgrimage at MeL'Ca. ~For 

the respect which, as he said, he oore the English nation, from 
having always traded with them until the decline of their commerce 
at Aleppo, he (~()nSt>ntt'd to admit me into his party, the only con
dition exact.etl of me being, that] should conform myselt~ in every 
respect, to his advice and flirection. and take no servant of my own 
to disturh the good understand!ng of his personal dependants. 
This was readily as.,ented to, and it was stipulated, that I should 
furnish my horse and its trappings only, and for the rest, that J 
should be considered, in every respect., 8.8 one of the Hadjce's own 
family, as wen for our general se<!Urity from interruption on the roa.<L 
as f';r my own comfort, which was likely to be much increased by my 
being placed on this familiar footing. 

As it wa., thought that Hadjee Abd-el-Rakhman was a person of 
too great respectability to accept for himself any sum of money; as 
a oompooll"bOn for this fuvor, it was agreed betwcen Mr. Barker the 
Consu~ on my part, and the Hadjce's Factor at Aleppo, that 1 should 
give, before our departure, the sum of 150 piastres to the chief carnel
driver of the Hadjce's party, who would put my small portion of 
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bagga~ among the merchandize of his master, to be free from exa·, 
mination and prying curio!Sity, so that I ~hould haY(~ nothing hut 
my horse to look after j and. on m.y Rafe arrival at l\lomml, it would 
be sufficient to make some handsome 8c!knowledgement to the Had
jee him-self: ·proportionate to the servi("e he might have rendered 
,me, with a proper distribution of presents among such of' his ser
vants as had been attentive and useful to me on the way . 

• 
My dress and arms were like those of his nephew, Hadjee Abd-

cl-Au,>et: a young man of twenty-five, who had aCl~mpanied his 
venerahle unde on the pi1grimage. The f()rmer con~i~ted of the 
blue cloth sherwa], jubba, and benish, of the Arab costume: a 
lar~c overhanging tarboosh, or red cap, fhlling over the nc(!k and' 
~h()uldcrs lJchind j a white mnslin turban, and a red sHk R3Rh: the 
}(lUcr, of a Damascus sabre, a Turkish musket, small (',arbinc, and 
pistoll-i, with ammunition for each. The conveniences borne on my 
own horse were, a pipe and· tobac~eO-bag, a metal drinking c:up, a 
poc.:kel-eompas.'i, JII t"JllorandulIl boob, and iuk-slaml,. on one side 

• 
of a pair of ~11Ian khoordj, or Eastern travelling-hags: and on the 
other, the lIIaraboot, or ehain-fa..,tenings and irons for "11It!euring 
the horse, by spikin~ him at night to the earth, on plains .. wher~ 
there art' 110 shrubs or tree!'!. A small Turkey carpet, which was to 
~erve fi:)r hcd, ibr tahle, and for prayers: and a woollen doak for a 
c:overlid during til<.' cold nights, in which we should have to repose 
011 the ground, without eovering or shelter, were rolled up behind 
the seat of the saddle with strap8; and my equipment, te)r any length 
of route, was thus tholl~ht to be complete. The supplies I had 
taken with me for the journey, included a hill of' exchange for tiooo 
piastre>: (then ahout ]00/. sterling) on a merchant at Bagdad ; and 
nearly 2()(Kl piastres in small gold coin, which, with such papers as 
) cOnsidered of importance to me, I carried concealed in an inne~ 
girdle round my waist, called, by the people, a khummr, &nd gene
rally used for this purpose, .s it cannot be lost, or takenfYom a tra

veller, w:ithout his being absolutely stripped. 
All my own arrdngements being completed, I took leave afMr. 
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Barker's family about noon, and, accompanied by hiN son, and one of 
his native assi~tants, named Nahoom, we a.~mhled, with the friends 
of Hadjee Ahd-el-Rakhman. at II /huntain on the puhlic road, about 
a -mile from Mr. Harker's country residence, in the (~nvirons of . . 
Aleppo. Havin~ taken (:oifee here together, a~ a pledAe of our 
future union, and watered our horses, we remounted and sct out on 
our way. The friends of each party still ac(.'ompaniL>d us for a.few 
miles on the road, when, at last, our final separation took plaee, with 
many warm amI friendly adieu~ and we now lelt oUl'!o\clves to be 
fairly on our journey. 

Our route lay nearly north, along the eal'tern edge of the river 
'of Aleppo, which ran on our left.. The only appearance of verdur(~ 

seen about its banks, is that cl't'at<~i hy tlw wiuding (':()urse of' the 
. stream itself~ the horders of' whi(.'h are friJlAcd with tree~ amI gar
dens, very thickly planted.. Beyond it~ immediatt~ banks, the Roil 
is dry, and tilt! hills bare and stont'Y throu~hout the whole of the 
way to its SOUl'(.'C, 'which we readll.:~cl about l-1un-sc.~t. Here several 
wimling l:itrealll8, all risin~ from the Burne spring, watered a small 
hollow p\uin in whidl a '1'urcomall horde W.L"i cne.nnpeti. 

The form and arrangement of tIlt, tents of theRe people, and the 
general asped of the whole of tlwir (:amp, was extremely different 
from that of the Arabs, among whom I had !'i0 rc(~lItly 5u~i()urned. 

Wit)) the lattt~r, it is the custom to have their tents mostly of an 
oblong form, closed on three sides, a.nd open on the fhurth ~ made 
altogether of hair cloth; and the sevcT'dl tents generally Hrranged in 
tbe form of a great cirele, tor the sake of preventing the escape of the 
animals confined within its limits. Here, among the Turcomans, 
the form of most of the tents seemt.'f.! nearly round, inste'.ul of ohlong, 
with a small door of eIftrance, instead of one entirely open iront; or, 
when otherwise, it was open only at one of'the narrow end~ and not 
at the siq.e, with an awning, or poreh, at the door-way. The roofs 
of these tents were the only parts /'lrmed of hair cloth (of which 
material the tellts of the Desert Arabs are entirely made); the sides 
of these of the 1'urcoman. being fonned of matted reed.. Neither 
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WaB there any onler in the arrangement of the tents themoelves, 
as they were scattered quite at random over the plain. Besides 
goats and camels, the usual inmates of these camps, there were here 
an ahundance of sheep, as..,., bullocks, horses, and even bufthloes 
and fowls; animals which belong ollly to a stationary life, and which 
marked the people among whom they were found; aB . of Jess wan
dering habits than their southern neighbours, the Arabs. They 
were, indeed, a stouter and better-fed race; and even their dogs, the 
guardians of their camps, were larger, more hairy, and, altogether, 
characterized by the greater abundance amidst which both they and 
their masters lived . 

. In our way from Aleppo thus £1r, we had passed several ruined· 
villages, leaving them all on our left, and had remarked that the 
houses were distinguished by a high pointed dome of brick-work, 
rising from the square of their base. We lost sight of these, how
ever, · as we aRCended from thi" piac:'P. of encampment OVP-l' a ha.re 
rising ground, and then gradually sunk our level. hy a very slow 
descent. 

As it was now dark, and so cloudy that even the stars were hidden 
from our view, we soon lost the beaten track, and wandered about 
to the right and left, according to the directing voice which for the 
moment prevailed. It was in this state of confusion · that we were 
alarmed by a sudden ""out from persons whom we could not yet 
perceive; and this being suspected to be a signal of attack upon 
our party, we closed our ranks, and rushed forward together to 
receive it. Two muskets were discharged at us, but their balls 
passed without wounding any person, though not without being re

,turned threefold by our party, seemingly with as little ·execution. 
This di'pIay of vigilance had the effect, hulvever, of repressing any 
future attempt j and the men who were seen, heading the attack, 
speedily dispersed and fled. 

It was nearly midnight befure we reached the great body of the 
caravan; and we then only discovered it. place of encampment, by 
sending off one of our own party to each ·of the four quartero of 'the 
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horizon, to shout and discharge a musket, which !x,ing at length 
heard, the returning of the signal directed us to the spot. 

We found a tent erected for the Hadjee Abd..,l-Rakhmlin, and 
his suite, in which the embers of a fire were still burning; when, 
taking shelter beneath.it, we were welcomed by a cup of cofl'ee and 
the congratulations of friends, and sank, soon after, to repose. 

. 
MAY 28th.-.Every individual of the caravan wa' seen stirring 

with the earliest dawn; and as this was the first morning of our de
parture from a station beyond the town, a considerable degree of 
bustle prevailed among the servants and camel-drivers, and an equal 
anxiety among the merchants or owners of the property embarked, 
to see it safely laden,and to take eare that nothing remained behind. 

At sun-rise we were aU in motion, to the number, perhaps, of fonr 
hundred eamels, which was thought rather a small caravan: the asses, 
mules, and horses that accompanied it, might amount to another 
hundred; and the whole number of person", including men, women, 
and children, were about three hundred at 1east. 

Our course had been nearly north, throughout the whole of the 
preceding day, but it now bent towards the 'north-east, .in pursuing 
which direction we reached, in an ~our after Rctting out, a village 
called Oktereen. There was a smaller one, about a mile to the north 
of it, which bore the same name, and both were at this moment inha
bited by peasants who cultivated rich corn lands on a fine red soil, 
and of b'feat extent. The style of building in both of these vilL'ges, 
like that of the rIDned ones we had already passed, was remarko-ble, 
each'separate dwelling having a high pointed dome of unburnt 
bricks, raiSt.~ on a square fabric of stone; so that, at a little distan~~ 
they resembled a clustet of bee-hives on square pedestals. 

In the village through which we passed, was a khan or caravan
serai of ~ohammedan construction, Rt:td good masonry, though now 
seldom resorted to hy travellers. Near it was a high round eminence, 
encl~, by a circular wall, fonned of very large masses of unhewn 
stone, rudely put together without cement. This is called the 



JOURNF.Y FROM ALEPPO 

Castle, hut over all the hill there appear no other vestiges of building 
than tlus, . which I should consid~r to he a work of the very 
earliest ages of antiquity. TI.e stones are, in ~eneral, much too 
large to be moved by mere llIanual labour, estimating the strength 
of mail at it.s presen t. standard; and yet one would (X}n<:cive, that 
if the }x..~ple, I.y whom they were plated here, Hsed the aid of' any 
ins~rumellts for that purpose, they would also havt' hewn them into 
regu1ar forms, for additional strength. Hut. like most other works 
of ancient labour, the vcry l<limplicity of tllt·ir construdion excites 
prohlems the most difficult. of solution. 

Near the lhot of the hiB, but without it-s wall of enclosure, aTC 

deep wells, containing excellent water. of which we drank, as we 
pa.'iSt..>ti, from t.he pitchers of wme women of the neiglll)(mrhood. 
The vessel:" used by them are hroad at. the hottom, narrow at the 
top. and ahout two feet hjgll~ with a thit·k handle on eaeh side. 
They are all of (:oPlwr, tinnt,"'d within and without: nor did we see a 
~inglc vessel of curlhellwan: amon~ them. The .tlre8s of the females 
was mostly of blue (;otton doth; some of the younger girls were 
pretty. and all had fairer and morc ruddy ('omplcxion~ than we had 
lately hecn acellstomcd to sec . 

. From heuc~, the high range of Mount Taurus was visihle on our 
left, to the north-west., and se(~me<l to he nearly in a line with our 
route, or to run in a nnrth-east and south-west dire«.'tion. Many of 
its ruAAcd ~ummits were covered with snow; and from their appear
ance, as they intercepted our horizon but slightly in that quarter, it 
was evident that our own level was also a very ele\'ated one. 

Whi1" halting at the well of Oktereen, there came t.o drink a 
poor a~s of our own caravan, who had lost from the thickest part 'of 
hi. tlli!:!" behind, between the knee and the tail, at least an English 
pound of flesh Irom each, and yet still walked freely, without any 
apparent .uflering. The blood remainc,l clotted in streams below 
the wounds; and, on inquiry, it appeared that he had been torn in 
this mallller, only two nights before, by a hyama, while the caraV/ID 
was encamped at Haililn, a lew hours' distance from Aleppo.,.Bruce:. 
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account of the Abyssinians <:utting steaks from a live ox, sewing 
up the wound, and driving the beast on his journey, -11<1d always, 
until now, appeared to me difficult of belief; 1I0t. from tht· cruelty 
of the act, for that would weigh but little Virith p£',ople of tllcir 
character, hut from my conceiving that no animal could: ant'I' 

being so treated, pursue its march. Here, however, I :-;aw hefore 111(' 

a sinlilar fact, one which I confess !oiurprisetl nw, hut to whid! I 
could not refuse credence, as it was (~onfirmed hy the (~\'i(l(,lH:e of 
my senses. 

I n an hour from Oktcrc(~n, we ("arne to another village of the 
same name, each of these heing called hy that of the distri('t, 
in whi{~h they stand. The pointed dome-tops to t.he dwellings were 
now no longer ~ecn, an the houses heing Hat-roofed, with terract;!s. 
As we stopped at this place to drink milk, we had an opportunity of 
seeing the method followed by its inhahitants in making butter. 
The milk is first rl.~t into a goat's skin, without being seaMed, and 
a small space is lett in this for air and motion ~ the ijkin it; then 
hung by eords to a peg in the side of the wall, or Ruspendcd to it 
sort of RheeNl, fOT1ll(.'<.i by three poles. in the open court; it is then 
pushed to amJ fro, until its motion ill the skin shan have been ~ut:' 

ticient to churn it: when the watery part is thrown off; aud the 
thiek part stirred by the hand until it b<..:ocomcs of the oiliness and 
co,u~istency r~tuircd." Such of the women as we S<IW here were n~ally 
handsOlflc; all of them w(>re unveiled, and di!;pJIt'y(~d blooH1in~ eom
plcx"ions and agreeahle features, not disfigured hy stains of any 
kind. A~ an additional charm, they were remarkably clean alH.! well 
dres~, with white or red trowscrs, white upper garments, wr~at'hs 

of gold coin across their foreheads, and their long hlack hair ]langin~ 
in tresses over .their Rhoulders. 
- --- ----------- ---- -----------

• . The Bedouin Arah!'O practise the KrullC mcthud.-" Dalls lllll' IK·UU de ch~'vrl:. 

encore gamic tIe tICS poils, its mettent Ie luit, COIDllle dalls une outre. l Jlle feflJlOl' Uc
dDuine, aprb avoir forh'll)('ol nOlle It's deux bOllt l<, ct liU.~p(,lUlu Ie tout a UlIt' brmwhe 

d'arbre, en 8eCOuant routn' dc tOllte /Ill force, J>arvient it fuire 1(' hcurre."-C,t ,n 'J:: u ,A N, 
MtrUrlJ"8 Ottmnans. t. yj. p. 60. 

c 



10 JOURNEY FROM ALEPPO 

In an hour from hence, we came again to a small elevation, which 
had seemin!lly been onoo enclosed with a wall around it. base, it 
being now covered with narrow blocks of stone. These, however, 
were well hewn, and of a much smaller size than those described 
at Oktereen, though probably, like that mound, this might have been 
the site of some old fortress of a later age . 

. It was about noon when we reached a wide plain, in which were 
encamped a horde of Turcomans, to the number of ahout five hun
dred tents; and near these it was decided that we should take up 
our station for the night. It was on entering this plain, that we 
first began to perceive the black porous basalt so common in the 
Haurin, lying here, however, in roundc>d and detached masaes, 
thickly placed, like those in the plain between Hhoms and Hhussan, 
and in the valli .. of the Orontes and the Jordan. Our present 
position was nearly in the same meridian of longitude as the Haman, 
though it is on a higher level; and there was a I,,'enerai resemblanoo 
between its soil and stones, except that the Iatu,r are bere in de
tached or insulated masses, while ·to the south they are principally 
in continuous ridges of rock. 

When. our tents were pitched, we could see, from the place of 
our encampment, the range of Taurus to the west-north-west of 
us. Its highest part, which, in general form, was thought to resem
ble Lebanon near the Cedars, was covered with snow. It now hore 
from us west by north, three quarters north, distant ahout fifty miles, 
and preserved nearly the same appearance f,om hence, as it presents 

. to the traveller approaching Aleppo from the west. 
The place of our encampment was called Chamoorly, from a 

ruined Mohommedan village of that name. In this village, OOsides 
many dwellings of stone, were the remains uf a mosque with pointed 
arches, its southern niche for prayer still perfect, Between it, 
and the spot on which our halt was made, rose s ' .high, steep, aDd , 
round hill, larger than either of those we had yet passed, though. 
like them, it was apparently artificial. Around its base were·_ 
tered blocks of black stone, probably uoed. in itswaUof·.otIooua<e, 
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now destroyed, and marking it as having been a fortified · post. 
These stones were all of the basaltic kind; and· the greater . number 
of them were stuck endwise into the ground, like the perpendicular 
head-pieces of modem sepulchres in England. 

Before us, we had an extensive plain, watered by a small ;trcam 
near our halting-place. and covered with the richest pasture. In 
the distance, the mountains shewed their blue and pointed summi.ts; 
and as the sky was clear, the northern wind fresh, and the climate 
as delightfully pure and healthy as could be wished, our situation 
united many charms. 

Among the diversions of the afternoon, we caught a beautiful 
bird, about the size of a turtle dove, called, in Arabic, " Ghatter." 
It had a white breast, with dark hands across it ; a granivorous beak, 
and a large black spot descending from the root of the beak down
ward on the throat; fine yellowish-red eyes, and small head; wings 
speckled with brown and white above, and of the purest white beneath; 
with a line tail, similarly speckled as to colour, hut with smaller spots 
and a long thin f~ather growing out of its centre, at least a foot and 
a half beyond the rest. 

A lamb was killed for supper, amI, for the morrow, we purchased 
from some shepherrls near 'Ul, a line fat sheep fur a gold roobeah, or 
about half an English crOWl.. We entertained some pilgrims at our 
tent, who were from the eastern parts of MghaDistan, and who had 
come all the way from thence by land to go to Mecca. One of them 
was from Cashmeer, and one from Lahore, the only plilCP.S I recog
nised by name; and several of them spoke HiDdoostanee, in which 
langullge I was able to converse with them, much to their joy and · 
satisfaction. A. they went onward to Aleppo, I prolited by their 
dep!!rture, to semi ~tte ... by way of that city to England. 

Our teDt was struck, and every thing packed up at sun-set to be 
ready for instant departure in the morning. At supper, we had 
a . ~y . of· fifteen persons ~ides the servants, all of them ap
paren~· fed, during the journey, .by the hospitable Hadjee. When 
the ne", moon appeared, all the Moslem. offered up a short prayer 
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at the first sight of this ltl1spidoutol Wlide, for which they have it 

st rongly religious, as wen as poetical and romantic: vcn('ration. 
We slept in the open air ben(:~ath a f;tarry (~anopy of unusual 

brilliance; awl the pllrity of the atmospllcrc, w:it.h the sweet odour of 
the f;esh young wass, was such as t.o make eveu perfumed halls and 
downy couc1ws inferior by the contrast. The ~ervants, who had 
slE:pt during the ita.y, were destined to wateh in the night ; and the 
hor~es and 111l1lcs were all hr<?ught ~ithin a circle, formed by the 
camels kJlcdjn~ around, to secure them from the Turcornans of the 
neighbouring (·~l1np. 

MAY 29th.-Oul' departure was as early as (m the preceding day, 
and we uow directed OUT ('Ourse nearly Cilst over the plain. At sun
rise, we came t.o some art.ifitial caves in a rock on our left, J)robalJly 
ancient plaCt~ of bnrial; anu, at intl~rvals of ahout an hour each, W(' 

passed three ruined vmages, the dwelliTlgs of' whieh wer(~ generally 
of sun-hurnt brick, with Horne few of hlaek ston·es, and !he houses 
all flat-l"Oole,.I. 

At nine, we reached Shahaboor, a large inhabited villa,gt!; and, 
al'\ the earavan passed directly through it, most of' the pa~!Sengers 
halted without alighting, when a11 who d(~sired it were served by 
the villagers with llQwlH of lehben, or curdled sour milk. As far as 
I eould perceive, this was an act of pure hospitality, for which no 
payment waf.; either asked or offered; thougl), if frequently repeated, 
it must form <t heavy charge on those who exercise it. 

The meJl at this place were dressed nearly as in those through 
which we hau already passed. The women wore on th€ir heads the 
largl' red Syrian tarboosh, the loose part overhanging before, while 
the men permit it to fa)} behind. These"rurcoman females were 
much better drCliSOO than the Arab women ever are; some of 
them having md and others white trowsers; striped . silk upper 
robes, gold ornaments about their head, their hair hanging in long 
tresses, as in the towns; and their whole appearance neat and in
teretlting. The language used here was Turkish; and, i...teed, 
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scarcely any other was heard in the caravan, as the Arab.s speak 
Turkish much more frequently than the l 'urks uo Arahi<:, from the 
superior ranks of the military and the government being filled by 
Turks, who are too proud and too indolent to learn; while the 
necessities of' the others compel them to acquire the langtlagc of 
their masters. 

We had st:arcely left Shaht~l)()()r an hour behind us, before we 
were alarmed by it troop of horsemen making towards the caravan, 
in full speed, from the southward: The camels were widely scat
tered, so much so, that there seemed to be a distance of nearly 
two miles hetween their extrenws. The design of the enemy being 
to attack and cut off' the rear, all who Wt~re mounted rushed towards 
that quarter, leaving only the men on foot, who were armed, to pro
tect the other parts. The enemy cheeked their horses, advanced, 
retreated, wheeled, and manreuvred on the plain, with great skill ; 
and, as they werc. all mounted on very beautiful animals, it form<..'ll 
as fine a display of horsemaul>ihip a~ J had ever witnessed. 

On thc other hand, nothing eould cxeeed the confusion and dis. 
order which prevailed in our train. As there was no aekllowieugeo 
leader, a humlrcd \'oices were heard at onee, all angry at not heing 
attended to; 01(' women and children shrieked, the .l.SSCS brayed at 
the noi:.;e of other animals., and the men sct up the wildest shoutl>i 
of'defiance. When our enemies, hm"'ever, betrayt..'<l fear, it was the 
moment chosen hy tho~e attaekcd, to affect courage; ano, accord
ingly, u]) who were dismounted, young and old, came out from 
among the camels, behind whic:h they had before taken sheltp.l': and 
thoSc who had muskets without powder, of which there were several, 
borrowed a charge or two of their neighbours, and idly wasted it in 
the air. There were ~t least two hundr<..>{l balh; discharged in this 
way, in the eourse of the hour that the Turcomans harassed us by 

changing their apparent point of attack, anu flyin/( rounu us with 
the veloCity of the wind. 

This skirmish had, at least, the etfcd of exciting exaggerau.->d 
ideas of our force, and of inducing the enemy to abandon their 
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desi!(1l. though they were twice 11._ enough for us to distinguishtheir 
features, or within short pistol-shot; but, from the rapidity of their 
movements, they all escaped unhurt. Their number, B!l nc;lriy .. 
we could estimate them, seemed to be about fifty; all well IJlounted, 
and anned with a short lance, a musket, pistols, and sabre. Had 
they persevered in their original design, and not given us time to 
form, their success would have been easy: for, in the whol~ of our 
party, we did not muster more than a hundred stand of anns; and 
these were so disunited, and SO unskilfully used, that they must 
have failed in repelling, though they might have annoyed, the attack
ing force. The alarm, hQwever, was in some degree a benefit, as it 
occasionLod the straggling individuals of the car.van to kc'€p closer 
order; for, before this, elUJh seemed to follow his own pace, without 
reference to the general security, and undisturbed by any thought 
ofdanger. 

In about an hour from .the time of this predatory troop quitting 
us, we passed through a amall village on an etevation, from the 
heights of which the women and children were viewing the attack. 
As there was not a single man to be seen among them, and they 
seemed to avoid our salutes, they were, most probably, the wives 
and danghters of the horsemen themselves, of whom this eminence 
was, perhaps, merely a temporary habitation. 

It was noon when we reached a small village, of a round fonn, 
ealled Wandi Sajqpr, through which wound a full stream, of the 
same name, about fifty ~eet wide, and so deep as to be scarcely ford
able. The whole of this .district was cultivated with corn, and 
several small viilllges were seen scattered over it. 

As we halted for a moment to water, and 'to collect the arumalo 
in close order, on the opposite side of the stream, most of the pea:. 
ple gdve loose to their joy, and ,triumphed in their late escape. In 
the expression of these feelings, some danood with their naked 
swords and khandjars, or dirks, in their hands, .siDging tne wildest 
songs at the time, like the guards of the Dolas, or chief. of the Arab 
towns in the Yemen, when they precede their Governors in~iF . . - . 
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march;· and othe.. discharged their pieces in the air. This di .. 
play of warlike dispositi!>n at length terminated in occasioning. two 
or three frays in the caravan, by exciting dispute", as to who had 
brenthe-foremost and the bravest among them, in repelling the 
late attack: the consequences were seriouS; for not less than five 
penons were, more or less, hurt. or wounded in this afIRir among 
friends; though not one had received any irtiury in the attack of 
the enemy. 

On leaving the Waadi Sajoor, and ascending a gentle hill, we 
continued, again, our easterly course, over plains of great extent and 
fertility, seeing, to the north of us, low chalky hills, and losing sight 
of the range of Mount Taurus altogether. 

About olle o'clock we reached a small village called Zemboor, 
near whieh we halted on an elevated ground, and encamped for the 
night, for the sake of the supply of water, which the wells here 
afforded us. There were, at this place. nearly as many tents as 
houses. The chief himself dwelt in one of the former, of a very 
large size, supported by sixteen small poles, in four rows of four , 

• The l,abit. of chaunting rude wngs, on occasions of joy or of danger, has, we find, 
prevailed, from the rem(Jtc~t_ antiquity, among all barbarous nations. Tacitus, speAk
jng of the ancient Germans, baa tbt: follqwing pa1ItIBge :-" The Germans abound with 

rude strains of \'l!l'8C, the reciters of which, Ui the language of the country, arc called 

Bank With thi& barbn.rous poetry, they inBame their minds with ardour in the day of 

action, and progn~!lticate the event, f~m the impression" whicU"jt happens to make on 
the minds of the soldiers, who grow terrible to thc·enemy" or dc!;pnir of success, as the 

war-song produces an animated or a feeble IIOUDd. Nor can their maimer of chl1unting 

this s4vage prelude be called the tone of human organs; it is rat~eF a furious uproar

a wild. eborus of military virtue. The vociferation used upon these occasions is uncouth 
and harsh; at intervuls, in~rrupted by the applic~tion of their bueklerll to their mouths, 

and, by the repercussion. bUrRtmg out with redoubled force." -Manners of the Ge1"lM.nlI. 
Murphy'. Tramlation. Xenophon likewise relates, in the Fourth Book of the Ana
buia, that, 00 an OCCIl.Bion at rejoicing, the M08)'lUECians, a barbarous people on the 

Eusine, expfeesOO. .their aatiafac:tion by dancing and singing in a 'IIoild Jllanner ;-" Cut

ting of! the heads of the slain, they shewed them both to the Greeks·and to the Mosy-
00!clana, their enemieR (the na.tion was divided into two hOlltile tribes); dancing. at the 

time,ancftfnPg a particular tune.!' 
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.. nch, the pointB of which thrusting up the roof, appear like so many 
ChinL"'" domes. In front of thi., was an open place of reception for 
strangers, and behinu it the apart~t for females. .,ncl~ all 
<1r9.und by a partitioll of reeds, sewn together by black ' ~orsted, in 
c~d diagonal lines. "he tent, amI it.." outer poT(~h, were' furnished 
with beds, cushions, and carpets. The l.mglwge used here was 
Turkish; the Arabic being scarcely under~to()d. 

As the disposition for fcat.;; of arm~ still rcigne(~ among the 
greater number of our companions, and weapons of some kind w(!re 
in almost every onc's hands, several parties were fonnell for hunting 
and shooting, instead of prosecuting further quarrels among each 
other. By the camc1-drivers of our own party, we had a ghazeUt' 
brought to us from the plain. It was dre8scd for supper, amI par
taken of by many more than our own immediate (~irde, from its 
being as llighly esteemed h('rc a8 game 18 ill Ell~land. Its flesh 
was dark, and of a strong taste and smell, hut it was mueh relished 
by a\ I presen t. 

MAY ilOth.-Our departure wu, delayed until the day was fairly 
opened, the alarm of Yl~~terdny not having yet subsid~d. As there 
was no Director of tJw eartl"an, and everyone fOllowL'<l hi:-; own 
way, some were in motion earlier and others later than usual~ 

probahly both from the same motive of' fear; so that, from Iront or 
reaT, the opposite end <Jf -the long line of the (:ameh;. was scarcely 
discernible. 

In lCAA than an hour afteT commencing our marc.h, we pas8(.'"<.i a 
villagt~ ahout ha\t' .. a mile o~;~l1r left; and half an hour furthet on, 
we came to a similar Olie, 0;1 'the side of an artitic~al hjll, both of 
them having brick-built houses, white-washed on the outside. In 
another hour we reached a third village, tlw people of which sold 
dried hlack raisins anu toi>areo, by the way-side, to the passengers 
of the caravan, and gave, liberally, of milk and lebben, to all who 
desired it . 

. About nine o'clock, we reached a fourth village, larger tbanthe. 
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rest, wQere we halted for the rear of the caravaJl to come up with 
us. ~'e alighted at the · t~nt. of the Chief, for Iwrt~, a." in many 
of the other villa~es that we had passed, the . tents were almost as 
numerous as the housc~, anll formL>U by far the mOJolt comfortable 
dwellings_ The whole _ of these settlements were "aIled .hy the 
general name of Barak, from the plain 011 whidt they stood, and 
were all inhahited by Turkish peasants, who eu]tivatL>(] a fertile Noil, 
whieh 1I0W PFomiH('~ them an al>umhmt harvest. 

This great Plain, as it iN ealled, wa. ... um!t'r the dir(,"'Ctiun of the 

Sheikh, \VII<) received the tax frolll his I)t.-'Ople, ana paid it to the 
Pasha of Aleppo, and who pitdwd hi~ tent at different periods ncar 
ail the villa:.,1t's and wells of 11;:-; territory ill SlW('(..'fo;slon. " ihen we 
alighted at hi:-; t-lmt-door, our h<m.;cs Wl!re takf'1l from U~ by hi!ol Hon, 
a young mall w{'li dressed in it s(~arld doth helli~h, and a !Shawl of 
!o>lIk f()r it tnrhan. The Sheikh, his fhtlwl', was 8itting heneath the 
awning in frollt of t.lw tent itseU; amI when W(> entercd, rosc up to 
receive us, cxdJangjn~ the !o>ulute of welcome, and not seating- him
~elf until all hi!'; gu('st:-; were iH:commodated. 

The tent oecupied it spuee of ahout. thirty fe<-'t square, <lmi WliS 

formeil hy one large awning, support.ed by tWl!1lty-f()Ur ~mall poles 
in 1(>111' row~ of .~ix each, the ends of the awniug being tlrawn out 
hy cords fastened to pegs ill t.he grouml. Each of'these poles giving 
it pointed fimn to the part of the awning which it supported, the 
out.side looked like a numher ofumhrellri. tops, or small Chincscspires. 
The half of this square was opt'n in front . and at the sides, ha.ving 
two rows of poles dear, .and the third was closed hy a reederl parti
tim'!, hehind which wa'i tht~ apartment tor the females, surrounded 
entirely hy the same kind of matting. 

It thus g-avc a periCct outline of the most an(·ient temples, and 
as these tent!-l were certainly still more ancient <US dwc1Jing~ of lJlCII, 

if not as plat:.cs of worship to gods, than any buildin,..,rs of l'itone, it 
struck 1I;e forcibly on the spot, as a probable model from whi,-h the 
first architcdura\ works of these countrie~ were taken. ' ;V chad 
here an open portico of an oblong torm, with two rows of columns of 

D 
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six each in front, and the third engaged in the wall that enclosed 
the ' body of the tent all around; the first corresponding to the 
porticoes of temples: alld the Iast,·os wdl in its design as in the 
sac~9<iness of its appropriation! to thr ~nctuaries (lfthe m6st remote 
antiquity· 

The Sheikh, whose name was Ramadan, was an old man of 
eighty, of fine features, comhining the charadcri~ties of the Turkish 
and Arabic racc, \\;th large expressive eyes. His t~o!pplexion was 
darker than that of the people of Yemen, though sdmewhat less so 
than that of the eommon order of AbY!l~inians: and this was strongly 
contrasted by a long beard of silvery white. His divan was spread 
out with mats and cushions, covered with !;ilk: his dress and arms 
were plain, yet of the bCRt qualities of their kind; before his tent 
were two fine mares; well ("aparisoncd, and every thing about his 
establishJnent wore an appearance of wealth and comfort. 

Others of the caravan, seeing us haltt..>([ here as they pas~ 
alighted likewise, and took their seats without invilation, all being 
received with the same welcome salute, until the party amounted 
to twenty-six in numher. While we were talking of the Turcomans, 
who had alarmed us on our way, a me-dl was preparing within; and 
won afrerwards, wanu cakEm baked on the hearth ,cream, honey, 
dried raisins, butter, lebben, and wheat boiled in milk, were served 
to the company. Neither the Sheikh himself nor any of his family 
partook with us, but stood- around, to wait upon their guests, though 
among those who . SlIt dow,,', to eat, were two Indian fakirs, or 
beggars, a Ghristian.· pilgrim from Jenlsalelll',.and the .laves and _, 
vants of Hadjee Abd...,I-RaklJi!liin, ill dipping their fingers into 'the 
83me disn. Colfeewas served"to us in gilded china cups, and silver 
stands or finjans, and the pipes of the Sheikh and hi. IOn were filled 
and offered to those who had none . 

. If there could be traced a resemblance between the form of this 
. tent, and that of the most ancient buildinga of which we have any 

• See the repte&entabOJ¥l of the primitive huts, in Vitruviull. 
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knowledge, our reception there no less exactly corregponded to the 
picture of the most ancient manners, of which we have any detail. 
When the three angels arc said1,o have appeared to Abraham in the 
plainR of ·M.amre, he is represented, as sitting: in the tent-door in,the 
heat of the day,. " Anu when he suw them, he ran to m('''et the'JD 
from the tent-door, and bowed himself towards the b'l"oumL" "And 
Abraham ha~tened into the tent, unto Sarah, and said, 'Make 
ready quickly three measures of' fine l1rca~ knead it, aud make cakes 
upon the h;"'rth.' And he took butter and milk, and the calf which 
he had dr""sed, and set it before them, and he stood by them under the 
tree, ami they did cat," When inquiry was made after his wife, he 
replied, " Behold, she is in the tcut." And when it was promised 
him, that Sarah should hAve a son, it is said, "And Sarah hf"-ard in 
the tent-door, which was beltind him," The ari"gels are represen~ 
as merely passengers in tht>ir journey, like ourse]vcl':: for th~ rites of 
hospitality were shewn to them, befflre they had made their mission 
known. At first si~ht they were desired to halt and repose, to wash 
their feet, as they had apparently walked, and rest beneath the tree, 
while bread should be brought them to <'Omfort their hearts. "And 
after that," said the hrood old Patriarch, ,~ shall ye pass on, for tllf~re
jore are ye come nota your servant;" Ho.that the duty of hospitality 
to strangers seems to have been as well and as mutually understood 
in the earliest days, as it is in the same country at present. 

The form of ltbraham's tent, as thus ,described, seems to have 
been exactly like the one in which we, sit; fOJ: in both, t.here was a 
shadc>d open front, in which he could sit .in the heat of'the <.iay, and 
yet 'be seen from afar off; and the apartment of the females, where 
Sarah was, when he stated her to he within the tent, was immediately 
behind this, wherein she prepared the meal fur the guest", and from 
whence she listened to' their prophetic declaration. 

I hav,e noted these points of' resemblance, chiefly beca.use the 

._----_._----
• See GeneNi~, chap_ 18, where the -interview is dt·scribt.·d , 
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tents of the Turcomans here are different from all those of the 
Arabs that I have ever seen in the countries of the south: these 
latter being of an oblong form, a1l(1 tliYided in the middle, 80 as to 
form two compartme!l.t~ hy t.he side of each other, both of' them 
open ifl front, amI c1o~ed at the back and sides, but ~ithout either 
a shaded porch or door hefc)re them, or lUI apartment of any kind 
behind. 

TIle 1'urcomans., on the borders of' Turkey. sec'ln to hold the 
same position as the Bedouins on the b()f(.h~ J's of Syria. They 
dwell chiefly in the plains, ~outh of the range of .Mount Taurus, 
and exu'nd trom the sca-eoast, ncar Alltioeh, to the borders of' the 
Euphrate:;;. They arc. however, mol'(~ w(~althy than the Arabs, from 
having rieher parsturcs, and more numerous flocks, ami from being 
cultjvator~, as well as shepherds. T1H:'Y are. thcrclbre, also more 
fix(~d ill their stations~ aml}iyc both in tents and in villagc:-l. There 
are' among them peeuliar trihes, 'IS mnong the Arahs, SOIllP. retrutin
iug almost stationary, and others lllouuteu on fleet mares, scouring 
the plains, and living more by depredations 011 caraVUllli, nnd CVf-!n 

on singlc passen:.,rers, than hy agriculture or pastoral labours. 
Some of their customs and opinions arc too singular and peeu. 

liar to he passL>cl. over in silinee. Their horror of'a certain indiscre. 
tiOil is said ti be sO ~'Teat, that the most violent pains, occa."iioned oy 
a supprcl:ision of it, will not inducc them to commit so heinous an 
olfellce. Mr. Maseyk .. lormerly tile Dutch Consul· of Aleppo, related 
to me, \hat being once on a jou~ey with another Frank, of tlte 
same city, <they·l}Jalu>d at a Turcoman's tent. The latter, from fa
tigue. a hearty mealf>6nda itamped -"'attitude, had the mistortUJ~c to 
be unable to prevent the sudden escape of a noise loud enough to 

be heard. Everyone lookL--d with a~tonishment 011 each other, and, 
from that moment, shunned communication with the offender. 
Al:iout lour years alWr this event, one of the men who were of this 
party, coming to Aleppo on business, called on Mr. Maseyk, when, 
by acciucllt, his Ii-ienu was ·)I'ith hilll. The Turcoman blushed on 
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recognizing thi~disgraccl individual, when ~r. Ma.."'Cyk, a~king him 
if he had known him bef;Jf(~, he replied with indiguation, " Yes, is 
it not the wretch who defiled our tent ?"'Il 

Their cust.om of turing a fever, is to se~. the patient tightly. up 
in the hot skjn of an ox, freshly tlayed for the o(~casion; aft~.rwards 

to tover him with blankets and carpets, and tht~lI, sometimes., even 
to sit npon him until he is in danger of sllffhcation. It often hap
pens, however! from the strength of his eonstitution, that the patient. 
reco\'(~rs eV(~-il after this rude treatment. 

Thcir women, who arc in general fhir, ruddy, and handsome. 
neither disfigure themselves hy hlue stain:.;, nor veil themselves, after 
the manner of the Arabs. The jealousy of' the 101m, regarding their 
honour, is, htHVf ~Ver, still strong-er. lVIr. Maseyk, who, it should l}{~ 

add(~cl, is a i>utc'h merchant of the highest re~pcctahility, and ha~ 
resided at All.:~ppo for forty years, ami made journeys thwugh every 
part of the slirroUtHlin~ country, told me an illstan(."C jll proof of 
thilil which 1 should ~c<'rcely have hclicvcd, if I hau not heard?t frOll! 
his own mouth. c· 

Two young persons of the samc tl'ihc. loved ea(~h other, and wert' 
betrothed in marriage: their passioll was open and avowed, amI 
known to all their fri(!mis, who had cdhsentcd to their union, and 
even fixed the perinu ti:)r its t:dd)ration. I t lIaPlwnc~, one (:'v('ning. 
that they met, accidentally, alone, hut in sight of all the tents : they 
stopp(~d a moment to speak to euell other; and were on the point 
of' pa."sin~ OIl, when the brothers of the girl perceiving it, rushed , 
out, with arms ill their hands, to avenge their disgrace, . The young 
marl took to flight~ and L'Sr.apcd witb. a musket-wound; hut the 

---- --- ------- -- _ .... _- ----------- - -
• D'Aniclix and Niehul1r both allude to this singular trait of mo.lIOl'rs among the 

Arabs. The latt<>r, ill hi" "Det'Cription de l'Arabit!,'" 4to. p. 27. gives a very (~ xtra()r~ 
din&ry anecdote of all Hppoliite kind; but he adds, in alluding to the gl'ncralllhhoITCuce 

excited by this indiscretion, or offencc,-" Dans quelquell tribus entre IJasra ct Halep 
nmpolites8C dont je parle est si choquantt!, que celui il. qui cUe l!Chappt.~ unt' fi)j", i!lCrt 
pour toujours de jeu et de ris('(' /tux autreR; on assure mcm<', qu'un des Bdl,ldJ<jca, !lllr 

~B frontierc8 de Pcrst·, (ut oonlralnt de quitter sa tribu par cettc scull' rai.son." 
• 
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poor girl received five balls in her body, besides being mangled by 
the daggers of her own brothers, who had aimed to plunge them 
ill her heart t and, when sht.~ fell, they abandoned her carcase to 
the dogs! 

The young man gained the tent of a powerful friend, the chier 
of anotht'f tribe, encamped near them, and told his story: be~ng 
that he would assist him with a troop of IlOfse, to enable him 
to rescue the body of his love from its present dcgr'.ldation. He 
went, accompanied by some of his own poople, and found life still 
remauung. He then repaired to the tent of her enraged brothers, 
and asked them why they had done this') They replied, that 
they could lIot suifer their sister to survive the loss of her ho
nour, which had been stained by her stopping to talk with her 
intended husbaud, on the public road, before her marriage. The 
lover demanded her body for hurial; when her brothers, sus!"-'Cting 
the motive, exclaim<..'{}, "What, is she not yet lifeless ?-then we 
will finish this work of death:" and were rushing out to cx(..'Cute 
their purpose, when the youth- caused the troop of horsemen. sent to ~ 

aid his purpose, to appear! and threatened instant death to him who 
should first stir to interrupt his design. The young girl was 
conveyed to his tent, and, after a series of kind attentions, slowly 
recovered. 

During her illness, the distracted lover, now expelled from his 
own tribe, came, .under cover of the night, to see her; and, weeping 
over her wounds, continually regretted that he had been so base as 
to seek his safety in flight, and not to have died in defending her: 
She as heroically replied, "No 1 No 1 It is my highest happirle!lS 
that I have suffered, and that you have esCaped; we shall both live, 
and Heaven will yet He", us ·with many pledges of our lasting love." 
This really happened; the girl recovered, was married to her im
passioned swain, and they are still both alive, with a numerous 
family of children. . 

So romantic a tale of love, jealousy, revenge, fidelity, and heroism, 
would have been incredible, were it not that all the parties were 
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known to Mr. Maseyk. who relaood it; that he did so in the pre
sence of many other persons born in Aleppo. and "'"luainte<!, by 
report. \\;th the fact; and that the veracity of the narrat~r may be 
regarded a~ unquestionable. 

When we remounood. to quit the hospitable tent of the Sheikh 
of Barak, we continued our way, on a course of ea.~t-north...east, over 
an unequal plain of less fertility than usua~ being composed of a 
whitish dry soil. interspersed with scattered eminences of a chalky 
appearance. ' From some of these we again saw the high range of 
Taurus, now seeming to stretch from west to e""t, more lofty than 
before. and. in some parts, completely sheeted over with unbroken 
snow; so that thL". points, at least, . were probably higher than any 
part of Lebanon. 

In about an hour, gradually descending, we came to a valley 
through which ran a .tream called Nahr-el-Kahareen, having its 
sources in the nort11ern mountains, and Howing from hence, Aouth
easterly. into the Euphrates. It was here about thirty feet broad. 
its current running at the rate of' a mile-and-a-half per hOUT, and it\) 
stream too deep to be forded. Its waters were of a dull yellowish 
colour, from the soil over which their course lay; but soft, and of a 
sweet taste. 

We crossed this riYer by a lofty and narrow bridge. of three 
pointed arche!', apparently a modern work; after which we continued 
to ssc:.'eJld, for half an hour, over a white tb-J ground, when we came 
again to a plain. of great extent and fertility. the soil of which was a 
tine brown mould. anll nearly the whole of it covered with com. 
Whlln at the summit of this gentle llSCI'nt, which brought us to the 
top of the plain. we saw a 'Turkish to~b, with two white domes, on 
the left of the road; and. on the right, directly opposite to it, were 

some humbler graves, the upright stones of which were marked with 
a cross, deeply cut, so that they probably contained the hodies of 
some Christian passengers, who had died on the road, and whose 
surviving friends had placed no other memorial of them there. than 
the emblem of the faith in which they had lived. 
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In pursuing our way across this plain,-we pftBSed a party of hus
bandmen gathering in the harvest, the greater portion of the grain 
being now fully ripe. They pluckc.!' up the corn by the. rooL.., in
stead of reaping it, a practice often spoken of in the Scriptures,
thouglt reaping seems to he made t.he earliest and m~t fre<[11ent 

. mention of. On seeing the earavan, one of the labourers rail from 
his companions, and, approaching us, daueed, stood on his hands, with 
his feet aloft in the air, and gave other demonstrations of joy, when 
he presented u.s with an ear of corn and a flower, as an .offering of . 
the first-fruits of. the year; another remnant also of a very ancient 
usage in the" wave offering''' of the sheaf and the ear of corn, com
manded to the hraelitL'S by Mescs.1· We returned for it a handful , 
of' paras, or 8111al1 tin coin~ and answered the shout of joy which 
echoed from the field, by ac:damatiolls frol~l the (""lTavan. 

We cont.inUl~ acr()s~ thl" plain fur nearly thr(~e hOUNi, seeing 
se\'(~ral large wells in the way, but no dwellings, though the soil was 
('ultivatcd throughout, and tlw harvt'st nearly ripe ti'Jr gatlwrin~; 
when, soon after noon, we reaclwd t.he village of HUllIhii.mk, se'lted 
on a little hill, lx-neath which Wl' halted to e1H:arnp. 

Notv.'ithstamJing the danger from which we had so narrowly es-

• Psalm 129. \' . 6.-Mllundrdl, in his" .Iuume.y from Ale!'I") to .lel·u~(,IIl," ill 
til(' ~mC! month of the YL'ar as the prel.Cnt, though upward!> of n ("t'utury ng:o, (May II, . , 
169'],) noticed til{' snnwprucliec, in tht· following pa~!'.8gt': "All that Ol'('urr('(l to us n l'W 

in tht'~ (Itly,,' trtWd, ·WR.'! a particular' wny u~.J by the country p.,·uplc in gntht'ring their 

COni; it being now han-est.timc, they plucked it ~p by handfuh; from the root,\; . leaving 
tht, mOlit fruitful fields as nahd ~ if ,nothing had ..cl'er grown on them. Thi& wa~ thc 
pmt,ti{'e in all p1llCl'S ~{t11e East that i'have ' Kt't'n, .and til{' r('tlson is, that they 1111'.," JOSt' 
nllllC .,f their straw, which i!> geJ;lertlliy yt'ry !>hurt, and n('Cc8i11lry for t.he 8u"tenanct' of 
their eattl<" no hlly being Jlf..'re nu~cl e. I mention this, because it lleems to g1YC light to 

that cxpressiml of the PiIIllmillt, i29, v. 6, • which withcreth before it be plur:ked up,' 
where there &''CIHS tu be a manifest aliulliull to thi~ custHm. Our new trullslation renders 
this Jllf1c~ othcrwi!IC; but in 80 doing, it diftt>r~ from most or all other copiC!!; and here 

we may truly say. flte ()td is the bdter. There ill, indt.'ft!, mention of a mow~r ·in the 

next vetlit'; but then it i.'l IIl1ch a mower as fills not his hand, which confinn!! rather than 
weakens.the preceding intcrpretation."-p. 144, Oxford, sixth edition, 8vo. 

t St.>e the Jewish offerings, in Leviticus and Denteronomy. 
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caped on the preceding day, in consequence of our -being so widely 
scattered, the caravan had made to-day an equally straggling and 
disorderly march. One division of it halted at least two miles he
fore us, and another part was nearly half that distance hehind uso; 
while we preferred the vidnity of these dwellings, for greater 
safety, and the supplies of a peopled spot. Here, as we had noti<"" 
in other Turcoman villagL~, were as many tents as houses; a 
burying-grount;J-, with turbanned tomb-stones, and inscriptions in 
the Turkish language; and, near the village, in the plain helow, was 
II high, oblong, artificial mound, like an ancient ttimulus, from the 
summit of which we obtained the first sight of the hed of the 
.Euphrates, a few miles only to }he eastward of our halting-pi.".. 



" • .a.r1LPTER II. 

PA SAGE OF THE RIVER EUPHRATES, AT BEER. 

WE quitted pur station with the and going, for a 

an hour, over fertile p opened a full view of .. the 
windIng in its co to t1te southward. 

Descat . ually fa an h 
over a dry w t;lle,;~terfi 

hamlet of aoou twe de' e 
ruined Turkish buil~ with a domed tdp and 
its square JValls, one ~ each side; it was pro· ....... 
fountain, as the tombs of tb obammedans 

We went u from hence to the no'IIt:"· ..... -.-. 
~t the nVel, for another half hour, 
we oame immedia opposite to 

t half 
phrates, 
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-side of the stream. We halted here for some time; in an extensive 
burying-gro nd, near which' a khan, fo~ the aooommoda~on of 
travellers de ined on this' of the river. The dead are trans-

. ported acI'088 the tream for interment, and ir graves appeared 
to occupy a very large portion of the plain. • 

The rt of the camvaD, from one side the Euphrates to 
long and tedious, oCcupying us till nearly noon. There 

were each about forty feet in length, by ten broad, 
QDly two t Irlgh ste and about fifteen ~ at the prow. 
The hape. of these boQ. resembled the half f gourd, divided 
longitudinally, and hollow.ro out within; the ad of . t re-
pre8enti~g the head Of the boat, arid the stem of the. stem. 
The 600r or platfonu nearly level, and the ide rs rose 
almost perpeml' U Iy, at right angles with the floor being 
many in number, and a mall size. There was. . . r keel, stem-
piece, nor stem-post; the bottom was fonned by planks, nailed be
neath the cross timbers of the flooring, which, on reaching near the 
head of the boat, were bent upwards in a rounding form, till they 
reached the stem, generally tapering, awa there in breadth, and 
'offering an overhanging bow to the stream, while the stem was 
merely a gradual rising up of the bottom planks, till they were well 
cleared of the water, when the trunk of a 'tree was placed across 
their ends, like a ship's trauSbm, its top being only two feet from the 
water's edge . .-

The stem of the boat heinS presen~ 
flatness of its ttDIp, and littl draA ter, ahnost over-

hanging the sand, t ts of burthen . th ease, after 
y were lighte . E of these boats carried 
ut t Q tons of mere1aan ze, besides ' four cam Is, a horse or two, 

.. Ie or four asses, and eight or ten passengers, but _they were 
ost dangerously laden. crew consisted of four men 

two 1>(, ; three persons ~ing placed at each extremity, and 
d passengers.. . hi . Over the high prow went 

~"'~~._, formed of the of so e slender tree; and this 
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having to he managed by one pel"llOD, its thickest end remained 
in-board, while to it, other extremity were nailed two flat pi"""" of 
plank, for thefla.n.. This oar was used chiefly as a rudder; and on 
both bows were smaller Oal"ll of the same d""""ption, .. well as on 
the qllarters, so that they were used either on OllC side or the other, 
as occasion":i:'fquired. 

When we pushed off from the ,hore, the lee-<Jal"ll with rcw<rd to 
the current, or those on the south only, were ·pulJed to impel the 
boat across the stream; but thh; was SG rapid in its OOUTSe, as to 
whirl the boat round four or nve times in her pas..~ over, and oc
casion her to fall at least a quarter of a mile below the point imme
diately opposite to that from which we started. 

We landed on a steep heach, and paRsed under the arch of 
one of the buildings close to the water, whelie·..,e were all detained 
for examination at the Custom-HouBe,' a refin~~ent in which the 
Turks are inferior to no people in Europe. When this duty was 
over, we were suffered to pass through the town unmolestt.'tl; and 
repairing to a sort of wharf without it, alld close to the southern 
walls, the goods were there landed for examination. This occ.'t.'l:iont.'<i 
us another long detention, so that it was nearly evening before all 
was ended, when we went up through the town, and, going out of 
its eastern w<te, encamped dose to the wall, for the night. 

The town of neer, .which is the Birtba of antiquity,' is seated 
on the east ~,¥ the ~upllrates, at the upper part of a reach of 
that river, which 'runs nearly" north and so,;,th, and just below. sharp 
bend 0& the streilm: ... h~re it folloW. tl!at' co;'l'!Ie, after coming from 
a long re""h .flom~;~re froin ~ew~tw.rd: ,The r;iv~r 1. here 
about the general .br~th of the Nile, ¥Iow the fi .... t cataract to the 
oea. It i. l"Onoiderably ·L.rger than the Orolltes ..... tl>e Jordan, ODd 
is at least equal to the Thames at Blackfnars-bridge't. Its ,eastem 

• D'AnviJle, Compo of Anc. Geog .• 01. ·;. p. 426. 8vo. 
t Rauwolf MYS, that the Euphrates, when he cro~sed it 'at Beer, about the year 

1575, Wall (J tJtUc broad; MauudreU, that it waa u ·bl'OlWl, io m8"time, as the Thames~ .. t 
London. When Otter cmued · it. in 1734.. .Tt. 'breadth. .a.ccordiDi' to hiil c.iliAaIW. 
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bank being.oteep, and its. western one Hat where we crossed it, the 
rapidity of it. current was very di/lerent 011. opposite .ides. 011 the 
west, its rate was less than two milet; an hour; in~. centre, it W86 

full three; and between that and the eastern shore, W .... n at the rate 
of more than four miles aft hour. 110 greatest depth, .~ jud~c'<l by 
the immersion of the large oars, which often touch~he bottom, 
did not seem to be more than ten or twelve fL>et. I ts waters were 
of a dull yellowish colour, and were quite as turbid .. those of the 
Nile; though, as 1 thought at the time, ·much inferior to them in 
sweetness of taste. The earth, with which it is discoloured, is much 
heavier, as it (iuickly subsided, and left even a sediment in the bot
tom of the cup, while ~rinking; whereas the Nile water, from the 
lightn ... of it, mould, .j;llay he drank without pereei"ing such depo
sit, if done iUlllHwtte!Y on being taken from tht, river. 

The people of Beer are,"in general, aware of the celebrity of their 
stream, and thulk it is the largest in the world. It still preserves 
ita ancient name, with very little corruption, being called by them 
Shat-.el-Fraat, or the River of Fraat." 

I'XCL't.'lled not 'two hundrt'fl commnn paces; thouglJ lower down, upun the plain, it spread, 

he oot>erver-;, to the width of five or Ki~ hundrffi pacc~, at the time of its in('reft.!l(>. Travel!!, 

voL i. p. 100--1 ]2. The 1IfI1Ilt! traveller mentions a tradition, whidl ascribt!S Ule building 
the fortreJlil of Beer to AI~J{l1llder the Great; and add., that there were. in hit! time, 
thrt.>e other remarkablc furtrellf!ell III the ncighhourbood. Nedgclll, to the cast; S(lU~ 

roudgc, to the llorth-c~ .. t; a.nd Kal!li~Roum, LI. dllY.'s jOl4"Jley to the west. He olA;(orvclI, 

~so, that the Vale of Olives, not far from the h;w.,n, ~mw.t.'ll·.~bgs of watt'r. ami 
in fruit-tra.,:;. 

,,~ • Jo~phu6 MyS, in hi» . descript~~)t~ of the four riv~,; o.f,:Paradi~; •• The.Euphrates 

antI tJ!c Tigris fall into the ~ of 'E!.rythras; -the ~rF~tet).~ called Phura (,tOPA) • 
. which signifies, by one derivati~ DiHpcraimt. and ~y _ther, u. f'lnwe,.; but the 

Tjgri~ 11'\ nam(·d· Diglath (AIrAA<:-J), an appcllaicin> which indicatt'f; IJhfl'rp and 
,*-'rrow." Ant .• Jurl. lib. 1. c. '<to 8.3. On thi!! passage, 'whieh is given in the trumdation 

of. Dr. Vjncent's 4. COOIImerce'·and Navigation of the Ancients," that writer h/l5 tlle 
following note. 

"Phora,·however, in some ma.llu8Cri~ fa written Phorath, like Diglath, and is in 
I'6IIlity the ,mOdern name Phorath, Phlirlt, Forat, }"'rat. It hAll two derivations from 

the' Hebrew ':'\1) OJ" T'!!), Pilar or Pharatll, to I>prtady which indicates ("')W~lI"~O~ or) d .. 
peuion. ,or me, Pharah, to produce frtUt or jWwerll (.'h9or). 
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It is known, also, as one of the four rivers of Paradise; . and the 
only one, seemingly, which has preserved its name. The river Gihon, 
which ;. mentioned also in the Koran, was thought, by an Indian 
pilgrim of our Ih1rty, to be the Gunga of the HindOOll; and the rest 

"Diglath if> deri\'ed, in thi~ fonn , from "il, Khalnl, to go ~ift (dlv ~IT~ fH~T'I1TQS). 
This is it l'oarse etymology, for &~v iii not swift, (hut W)(v), and we ha\'e nothing to 
represent ~<T~ '<Y? T'I'IT'lf. Perhaps, Josephus and his countrymen were as bad etymo
logists as the Greeks . 

.. Pherat is used frequently in Scripture with the pronoun, a.8 Hu.Pherilt f\.'~ "'", 
the Pheru.t, or thai Pherat, by "Way of pre-eminencc; amI is derived by the commenta.
tors from m~. Pharah, to prodtlce fruit, on acwunt of its fertili.zing the country by 
CIUla1~, &c. from .,!', Phar, and TlO, Phamtz. to burst or 6p7'ead, because it f>Ver:fWWIi 
its hanks, and from "'0, C"lO, t:M!:l, Phras, PhN'th, aqp Phred, to divide, because it 
separates or bournh the Desert. The Greek'i, as HofFWan justly says, more IlUO, 

dcri\'c Euphrates from fU~~~m'Y, 
.. Hid-Deh kcl i .. written 'i?1.r:r, Kid-Deknel, and hy tne Samaritan man'.lllCript 

'jl'l~, Hitl-Dckhel, (or rather Hhic1-Dckhel, and E (I-1)ckhl'l,) 148 we an' iufomted, 
from "n, to daTI fOTfh. ,m, loud, or from m, Hhoo, to penetrate; w;th the addi_ 
tion of ";:-, Khallll, which implies swift motion; a sense agreeable to the opinion 

of till' Greeks, who interpret the Tjgri~ sometime!! swift, and sometimes from ~e 
Per~kk, Teir, an arrow , 

" If Dekh('1 had heen written with 0. g in Hehrew, like Dt'gel in Arabic, or the 

Diglath of Jo~phu!l, "'~.,. D~IlI, signifiei'\ to dfl:¥Z!l', or glitter, !cc., an idea not incon. 
sistent with a swift and agitated stream; but all the authorities tend to ''''r, Khalal." 
4to. 1807; \ ' 01. i, p. 420,421. Notcs. 

To this may be adsl~ that thf' name of the Euphratel, which ill written I.;,.I~ in 
Arabio, !iignifie~ nlso 'fjerr.Ji.tle ,u1eet water, and both it a~d the Tigris are cal~ed in th~ 
dual, \:)'-=-'~ Phrato; 'I, the Wb Phrats; I!O that this signification would w~U apply, 
but it would lx> dil&cUlt to PIY'Y": whether the name.:was given to thest' rivers from their 

containing this tine s.wat;er, or whether this laat "q not subsequently expressed hy 
a term, derived ftllf' t~~rna.lbe,lfl\ t~ river WeIf .• J .: • 

By Richal'dflop; die ~ of -the Tigris}s written iii Arabie &I~~t but it is pro-., , 
nounct'd DcjjaJa. o' 'tf9",,:'J\,fa Dejal,.,.Ignitil.'8 gold-tM glittering of it swtnVi
a large "araflun-liquid -plifh,~ tint or ""hich might be in4icaD,ve of the wealth 
produced by it; the second, i1tc a.ppearance of itt rapid stream. the thhd, the commerce 
carried on upon it ; and the a,t, the springR of bitumen and naphtha, which abound as 
much on the bank!. of this river as on those of the EuphratH. Whether the Arabic 

or Hebrew etymologies are to be preferred in point of IUltiqulty, or even of appropri. 
atene8ll, is a question ~thlLt would admit of ru.pute. In Armenia, whete the·1.'ip. 
rises, the word Tiger is t>8id to signify an arrow. 
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assented to its being in Hind-el..Juiiny, or the Innermost India. It 
is true, that it is said "to compass the ?.-hole Il\Ild of Ethiopia;" 
but Herodotus speaks of Indian Ethiopian. in his time; and, among 
the early writers, the word Ethiopia was applied to the em,"'rv of 
the black people generally.· 

The Euphrates seems to have been thought even superior to the 
Nile, by a writer, the scenes of whose history were occasionaUy on 
both. In ucsr:rihing a communion hetween Ahraham. and h.i.fI God, 
amid the darkness of tho evening, he says,-" In the same day God 
made a covenant with Abraham, ,aying,~Unto t.hy seed have I 
given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the (heat River, the 
river Euphrates."t It pcserves this distinctive appdlation, in con
trast with rivers 1l!'1¥'r;.1l,y, though not with the Nile; which may 
be considered Ill" eq~ ~at, wh(~thcr fi-mn the length of its course, 
or the celebrity of the ancient cities which stood upon its banks. 

I made many inquiries here, after thc ruins of Hierapolis, now 
called Yembolus. 'but no onc knew of such a pla(:c, although it is 
certainly less than a short day's journey from this town. I should 
have thought it might have been at a spot called Khallelrcl-Room, 
or the Roman Castle,:j: said to be four hours' distance up the river, 
were it not that, from the course of Maundrell's journey from Aleppo 
to that place, it would .ppear to have been to the southwa,,1 of this. 

The prinCipal stations spoken of, bet~n t1ti;'l and Bussarah, are 
Anah, the ancIent Anatho,§ HIt, and 1I h ;th~.fol'l!'er, perhaps, 
the country of the Anakites-the secondi;Qf. th'f Hittites-and the 

.. Can the leopard chahgJ.Jjis'"",pots, or the i~J:1j~,"hinkm" 
t Gcnellis, chap. xv. v. l«'''':T'';rhe Kenni1.7.ites. fPgk"':t in the 'next vetil(', may --=-potJAib1v be the brreat tribe of the Anna7.ies,~ who ~ t~ wt'!!It(>rn bankft of th(' 

Euphrate~, o.nd the eastern f~tier of Syria, to this"'y:J .· . 
~ This is said to he the ancient Zeugma, 110 called f'rom the Grecian term, signify

iog a Bridge, and not a Bride, as etl'Qneoll81y printed ... "'l'his was the great pagMge for 
the Roman annieH into Mesopotamia.; and oppotriw to it,' on the east side of the river, 

was a amall town called Apamea.-~inmiT'. Per8ia, p. 816. It is the Kalu.i-Roulll 
mentioned by Otter.-See Note, p. ~.I' 

§ Gibbon, vol. iv. p. 164. 
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last, now recogni1Oed as the .ite of the ruined Bahylon. There IS, 

at present, no communi(~ation by water from Beer, eith~r up or down 
the Ellpbra~ .. ; partly lrom the want of proper boats, and the un
skilfulness of the people to build them, and partly from the bank. 
heing, 'On both sides, occupied by trihes of Arabs, often at war among 
themselves, and always in hostilities against strangers who pass that 
way. The stream is called Shat-el-Fraat, from its MUrce in' the 
mountains o£ Armenia, until it" junction with the Tigris, below 
Ba"odad; when they are jointly ~lled Shat-el-Arab, or the river of 
the Arabs, to its outlet into the sea. 

Just helow the town of Beer, the stream divides it.elf into 
twenty l!TJIaller channels, running between !ow gr"""y islets ; and 
opposite the town itself was now a dry ha~. "",d: but all th.-se, 
no doubt., change their form, their size, ~4.;gr~h~heir situation, at 
diJferent periods, according to the statC of its waters, as in the 
Ganges, and the other great rivers of India. The stream undergoes 
some variation in its height during the course of the Year; hut this 
is not regular, as the rains without the tropic are not fixed in the
periods of their ihn; and if, in winter, these give an aeoetoslon of 
wilters to the tributary streams, the melting of the onows on Mount 
Taurus, ill the summer, ,contributes, perhaps, an equal portion. 

The Lanks on both sides, where steep, are of a chalky soil, .. 
seen from henceA,I!_, .w~er~ tlat, they are fertile, and oovcre4 with 
trees and ve~e. ~ ,;\\tout two hours below Beer,' and on the" 
eastern' bank·.,r,t!!.ct pver:io :an extensir'tgrove, not of palms, but of 
some fullcrJolia~ \~,'and near,:it,' P.lI~1!e ,ri.~t'r's brink, i. a high 
artificial m6'!.J\d. ]i~ ,~,.oite ofa fort. '> 1'.0 ~hc north, aloo, are _n 
woods and ~~, ,;uut ~iateli{lppositc to the town, is a 
plain, of hare soil, ~~ TWbad beach of fine.da.rk sanjI, oovered with 
pebble. of white quartz, and other hard stone.; and, at. the town 

It Mhould be nored here, that the practi~, tA the Orientals is to estimaf.p. di~tances 
1Iy the time in, which a ~trong and healthy man could walk over them, rather than by 
any more definite measure. Wherever thiM s~ ill used in theae pages, an hour·. 
distance may be understOlJd to imply, generally, ftotn three to four miles. 
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,t8eU; the banI< 1S, in lOme parts, a steep i>eaeb of hroken fragments of 
stone, JIJId in others a higb chalky cliff. 

The town of Beer may contain about four bundred bouses, and 
from three to four thouSand inhabitants. It bas five mos'lIK.'>l, with 
tall minarets; a ' public bath, a caravanserai, a few cofFee.llfmses, 
and a small, .but ill-supplied, bazar. Its western front.is washed by 
th~ edge of the river, so tbat the walls of tbe houses form its defence 
on that face; and on the other t""'e sides, towards t1i-e land, it i. 
encompassed by a good wall of Sar.acenic work, disfigured in some 
places by later Mohammedan repairs. As this has been, ·no doubt, 
a general pass from Syria into Mesopotamia, for many ages, it was 
necessarily an important position, both in a military and commer
cial point of view; .~~fIicicnt marks of fortification and. building 
remmn, to s11ew t.l,.t l~~.·long been 80 consIdered. '. 

As the toWIJ il,cG- stands on the side of a very steop bi1~ there 
are perpendicular diffs within and around it, in different directiom;. 
In these are a nUHiber of large caves, and smaller grott:.ot'S; none of . 
which, as far as I could examine them, appeared to be sepulchral ; 
so that they may be carried up to as high an antiquity . as any other 
Troglodyte habitations. The cliffs are in general of a hard chaik6 
substance, and have furnished thc materials for the buildings in the 
town ; many of the quarries being now caves, clo,qed \yith a wall of 
masonry in front, and used as dwclling~ b~ tbc,1~nt inhabitants. 
'fhe houses, and tbe rocky slope on whICh t~ ~~resen~ from 
tbe opposite side of tbe rive~, a mass of gj._~, ... )ri~cb is pain-

• ." . '." 1'. ' " ... . ~" ~ , , 
ful to look upon III P>e s!ln. . . . . ......~>/' .. {, ,:;;J;,",,\ . 
. b,. the centre, on a ?"i£ht ·of the rockt~~,1fi. .. ~ ruined for

tificatlon; and all along $"e nortll/nd ·of;t"jf ~~"ere a per
pendicular cliff faces tbe water, are the ~G;d towers of a large 
castle, incorporated witb the cliff itself, and p~l1ting, even now, 
in its state of great dilRpidation, an imposing aspect. 'l'hesc """ 
said, anciently, to have contai~ some 'curious engines of war, and 
other antiquities, hastily ""ll!l>~ii.d described by Maundrell. Some 
of the pen!ODS to whom we·~ our inquiries bere, regarding 

,. 
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them, contended that they had hoon .inee carried away; othe ... that 
they had never been there; and oth .... agWn, that they were still 
remaining to he seen; all swearing by their heards, and appealing 
to God and the prophet for the truth of their opposite statement • .. 
My mortification was the greater, inasmuch as I w .. unable to visit 
it.myself, from the necessary attention which I had to pay to my 
horse, my baggage .. &c. ; and from the many other troublesome du
ties which fall on every individual of a caravan, on entering a new 
district. 1 saw, however, in the porch of' one of the gates of the 
town, two large iron axles for wheels, each of them about six feet 
long, and nine inches diameter in their thickest parts; and these 
were among the articles which lVlaundrell tmumerat,{!fl.· 

The streets of Beer are narrow; but, f'!OlI). the steepness of the 
site, and the materials of the buildings, the. tOMj is generally clean. 
Some of the houses arc plaistcrc'<l and white-washed in front, with 
painted figures, in the Turkish style, over the doors; and the inscrip
tion of .:11';'1.. (Mash-Allah), a common exclamation of,wonder and 
reverence for the Almighty, with the date of their erection, as fre
quently seen at Aleppo. 

The walls appear to have been built of a hard yellow stone, of 
which there is only a small portion in the immediate neigbbourhood 
of the town, unless time, and the effects of the air, may have changed 
the colour and .texture of the surface. They are of excellent ma.
sonry, and ~' I'cQDstructcd in the rustic marmer, in imitation of 
Rom~n work . 1);';;" .,,\,e towers at the angles, and other parts ; and 
some portio!," 'bf·th~ ",all climb qver very ~teep acclivities, as' at 
Ant.ioch. "fillough aU parts of it are loop-!).oles for arrow., and a 
battlemelt~ing.ajl around t1>e summit. 

The tro~t '. of,'rtte eastem gate presents .!Dany architectural 
decorations, in good taste, among which are the fan.topped niches, 
80 fashionable in Roman times, and afterwards imitated by the 

• Maundrell'lI visit to Beer was made 10 the,.year 1699, and is appended to hi. 
Journey fr~lIl1 Aleppo to Jc! usalem. 
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Saracens. They were always executed by these last, however, with 
an approximation to the pointed arch, and in a way to be easily dis
tinguished from those of the Roman age. Around the battlement;;, 
I observed, also, a 80rt of frieze, formed of large fleur-de-lys reversed; 
but whether this ornament 'had any reference to the defeat sf the 
Christian powef& who bore it among their emblems during the time 
of the crusades, it would be difficult to determine. . . 

There were here, also, ail in most old Mohammedan fortresscs, 
many circular stones jutting out from the walls, like guns projecting 
through the closed port of a ship'. side; and on all · these were in
scriptions ill relicf, for which purpuse they seemed. to have been 
placed there. In the oldest buildin!-'S this is the use to which they 
are applied, and this.)V~.no doubt, their original intention; though 
in some, perhaps later btl.tidings, fragmcnl'i of granite and marble 
pillars have been u<e<l, t~ Project from the walls in this way, when the 
buildings were erected ncar the site orany ruined city, aJJd wer~ thus 
already formed to · the builder's hand~ ; but their ends were not 
then used as inscriptive tablets. 

Around the whole of' the front of the eastern gate was • long 
hand of smooth stone, containing all insmiption in characters of higl;l
relief, and well cut j but it was in such ancient complicated forms 
that none of our party eould underst.'md it, althou~h we had many 
who could read the old Cufic "h"racter with ~iljty, and who un
derstood the most learned style of Arabic in u~ 4t'tlj, present day. 

Beer is under the dominion of the Pash'l of()rr;:h. al1!i is governed 
by an Ago, who "' ... onlY ,a fe .... personal ~tW!iantsf~ no troops. 
The 'Sum )laid on the .entrance of' goods fTo}JI Syria, . i .. four pia.tr", 
and a half, or about half a Spanish dollar pei "''''lel~!lad, '\>1' whatever ... . " 
commodity; one hundred paras, or about l1al1!.t.:crown sterling per 
'head, i. .180 demanded from all CIIl1J;tians returning from the pil
grimage to J erusalem, and ero.sing the Euphrates into Mesopotamia, 
of which there were several Ut our caravan." 

• According to Olivier, the paaaage DC the Euphrates at Bir (as it is Ifpclt by him) 
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Without the eastern wall .. where we encamped, was a large cave, 
supported within by t'Olumn .. left in therock; alld it appeared to have 
been once USL-d a. a 1'1"". of shelter, for cattle, In the sides Of t.he 
rock'itself, amI in everyone of its pillars, were hol~ a.nd bars hol
lowed out for fastening the halters of the beasts; and these had cer
tainly bep" used for this purpose during many years, as the origi
nally rough stones were worn quite smooth by continued friction, 
though it had long ceased to be appropriated to such a purpose, 

At this place I saw none of the boats, formed of rafts buoyed up 
by inflated skins, with which the river Euphrates was anciently navi
gated from Armenia to Babylon, as described by several of' the Greek 
writerlS; though an application of the principle still remained in use, 
probably as a last vestige of its gradual dcCfriY.·". The stream is often 
crossed hy men and boys, who, stripping .wf-their c1.othe .. place them 
on th~ir heads, amI throw their bodi<.~ al3"ng on a sheep or goat-skin, 
tightly filled witll air, They completely embrace this highly-huoy-

"'us performed, in hi li time, in a large hoat, direc ted hya hdm and a long pnlc. The 
river, he IJh~r\T.~, ~mled to resemhle the Rhone ill si ~e and rapidity ; while its volume 
ii' considerahly increfL'«'(l in the hcginnin~ of ~pring, and in nutumn, by t11e melting of 

. the Knows, and the rains whkh fall in thO!le SCfl.!W.ffiS. The town of nir C'.ontained, ar~ 

cording to hi ll {1mjl'dUre, ahout three or fOllr thousand inhabitantli.-Vol. ii. p. 32']. In 
the lime of Otter, flir wall under the juri1'ot.tiction of the Pasha of Aleppo . 

• In the "DcSCl'ip~n du Pac.hlllik de nagdad," by Mons. ROII$tlC8.U, formerly 
Consul for Frallce"kt that capital, the following pa.s~ alludes to this decay :-

" Sans remontcr jU8qui'leufiI.lIOurces, et sans vantcr In bontl: de. Jeurs eaux., je coro
men.ccrai par d.i'"i..q~c!4.i l'Euphratc et Ie Tigre eussent travertoiC la Gri-ce, ou l 'I~e; on 
.auroit. \"0 les poetes s\'mprewser -de chanter a J'eoTi leur maguj6que WlpPel,.et se. plaire 

it n1Chrer 1(-<1 FAct'll ~ves, edes jeux foliltres del> divinitJs imugina.irea, dont auroient 
etC }>Cupit;:!! It:'ur~I~~ntinCij: alO1'8, its n 'auroient Cl..'dc en rien pour la renommee 
al.< Pactolc, uu au Tibre . . Au :e.te, lee deux flCUVe1! ddht i1 l1'agit produi.ent en abond- ,. 
·ante d'excellens poiM4ms, et IIODt egale:mellt navigabl~, l'Eupbra1e, depuill Bir, it cinq 
jou-rn{:OCl\ d'Alep, et Ie Tigre, depui. Mou8!lol, jutKJu'iL B&880ra.. Il.!I a quarante 6 .. 

tJlI6 lu CfmImfMticat iOlUl par eau, etdre Bit' ct BiJ14, 6toient tru..!",iqUf!!Ue8: el1es 80nt 
aujourd'hui t.otalemcnt interrompuell, par la 'nc~ des habitane du prem~r;a:l.e ces 

lieux, qui ant laisse Jx.lrir tpullieurs bateaux., 8&Jl' vouloir Be donner La peine d·en .~ 

iOtruire de oouveQ.ux, propre& a cette navigation. 
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ant vessel by clasping their arms around it, ncar to one extremity, 
till their hands lock together heneath it, thr0win~ their thighs more 
loosely over the sides near the other end. By the simply proJXllling 
motion of the feet, and the occasional use of one of the hands, a!\ an 
oar or rudder, they get across faster than the large;t boats, and. with 
much less loss of way from the force of the stream· 

The language of Bccr i. almost entirely Turkish, by far tIle 
greater portion of the inhabitants not even' understanding Arahic. 
The dress of the men is nearly the same as at Aleppo; and among 
them are ,!uite as great a proport.ion of green-turbanned Shereefs.t 
It would seem remarkable that these immediate descendants of the 
Prophet should he so numerous throughout the northern parts of 
Syri~ wherceneithcT&filt\Sclf nor any (,If th!'! family of his own time:-; ' 
ever reached, while ther fc so compamtively few in Yemen !\lid the 
Hedjiiz, his native L"Ountry, and the ~("Cne of hi. principal exploits, 
were it · not known that this honour is ,18 frequently purcha..'«Xl by 
money a~ any othc"r di~tinction in the Turkish empire. The women 

of Beer dress like those of Asia 111 inor, and among the few that r 
saw loosely vcile«.4 were some as fair a.'i the women of southern Eu
rope, with more healthy ruddiness of t'olour. 

We pastied our evening on the fiummit of: the hiU above the 

On this singular prll.Ctil~, Monsicu( ItoullSC'au has the fflllowing passage :-
"Toils lell voyageurs ont parh; av(~: su rpri.-;c d.· Ia co~ruef-1.U'Ollt les Arabes de 

ces contrJe!!. de f!lITe de trl·lt-longs trujcti'l a In nage, au muyl>n d 'unc • ..o.utrc cnfMe fJII 'irs 
H'attachcnt au ventre. Ccttc outre fl'Cst autre chose qu'~nc pcal~ tIc:. chcvre (lont ils 
COU!ItlIlt exactement toutes Ies (\\I\'ertuI"Cs, ('xceptc ~lle· d'unc jam_, pt', laquclle ils 
lIQuffl6'llt ceUe peau jU!~qu'iI.. ct' qU'elle lIOit Tl.'mpJie d·ai~.e! bien telldut'; ensuitc us t.or_ 
tilleot cettc partie, et 18. tiennent bien !;Crn;c. Apr~s <:CUC p~Jtr~on~ illl!l(·. depouil
lent nu~. font un P8.{luct de leut"1\ habit~ qu'il~ attacl\fnt 'I; 1't~lh" ct se posent it 
plat sur Poutre ; de cette marncre ib v(JgJJent tri.'I'-icstement 11 fI{'ur d'cau, en N!lnuant 
'lee-pied8 et !Ie gollvemant avec lell main~, tandis qu'il!l tiennent iI. 1a houche leur pipe 
fnute allumee, Ce que jc vien8 de dire nt! ~gaTde pas Ies homm~ St'ulement, on voit 
auul t~80u'vent des troupes nmnbreuRes de femme!! ('t de jeunell fill~ KC transpdrter 

d'u"'Ti~age fa l'autre sur leurs ballons enftcl>, d faite retentir rair de leurs challt~ pen
dant III. traverllCe.·' 

t Pretmlded lineal descendants of the Prophet :Mohammed. 
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town ; e smoked our pipes on the grass, arid drank the 
. cool fr h of he w tern breeze, we were gratified . th the most 

dKJ.'ca&ble p~t. Im~' y before die w the 
broken turrets of t c and C tie, 

I 

bright moon throwing ilver toucheR al line of its 
battlements, and producing tra8t the dark 
() line of their ragged po' and the lear blue sk ,on . h they 
were 80 distinctly . Beyond the eastern. camels of 
the caravan ere dimly seen, the twilight of th de . in 
which they reposed, being still more darkened y the snioke of the 
fires, ~nd which 'r driv had mbled to' a y their 
cares. hind was a white chalky valley,' pt cliffs on 
either . ~ and n ooded throughout wi thic Ii trees . 

• 
Be£; t our fi flowed the maje c ·Eu tes, winding it 

ftIOwm inn erable little i lets. The hord, on 
its eastem 'd! by a rro lip of pJain, fi productive gar-

~ dens; but from its opposite bank, towards the horizon of the west, 
. the eye ranged over a level tract of land, without a marked fea"ure 
or a prominent object to be seen throughout its illimitable extent . 

• 



CHAPTER III. 

FROM BEER, J. CROSS THE PLAINS OF THE TURCOMANS, TO OR1-'AU. 

JUNE lst.-We '¥litted Beer with the dawn, though it was long 
past sun-rise before all the caravan had cleared. the hill above; not 
so much from its steepness or its lengt~ as from th unfitness of 
the .camel, particularly when loaded, to tread an roads but level 
ODE8~ • 

As we were among the last in 'fnotion, w were urprised by a 
• Party who had been despatched from the· Aga . to seize a Janissary 

. escape from Aleppo, and- who laid hold of me as the n 
(plleatJ' on. I t had been observed at the Custom-house, that had 

(8f!JtJandise in the caravan, and it was therefore concluded that 
a trader. A I ore the Musulman turban, it was 

I was not pilgrim from J esusalem; my 



4() FROM BEER, ACROSS THE PLAINS OF 

pel'l!On being unknown to the difrerent douaniers , who were ac
quainted with all the people that usually paaa from Syria into 
Me80potamia, r must, they thought; have been a military man of 
some kind •.. and my being well armed, .nd riding 8 horse, instead of 
a mare o( gelding, tended rather to confirm this opinion. My 
ignorance of the Turkish language was thought to be a pretext, 
me~ly to protect myself from suspicion: and the conclusion on an 
these facts was, that I could be no other than a J ani .... ry of Aleppo, 
flying fbI' some crime, either of a public 61' a private nature. 

I was about to shew my passpor~ a8 an Englishman, from the 
Pasha of Aleppo; hut Hudjee Ahd..,l-Rakhman, whom I consulted . 
privately on the affair, advised me, in a whisper, by no menns to do 
so. It would be certain, he thought, of'lending to a large dem.and 
of entrance-money on coming into the territory of the Pasha of 
Onah, a.. this chief. was independant of' the Pasha of Aleppo, and 
even courted opportunities to show how much he despised his 

.;mthority. To relieve myself from this detention, I endeavoured to 
persuade them that I really was not a Janissary, but a'Muggrehin 
Trader, who had been untbrtunaW·in the weRt., and WaR now St..'Ck 
ing to relmir my losses hy new adventureR in the east. 

I think that this tale was believe..!, though the first accusation 
was RtiU persisu..-d. in, until it was at last told me, that if I (~hose to 
pay fifty gold mobeah. to the Governor's people, I might depart 
and join the caravan; but if not, that I should be detained here 
until I could give some better account of myself. I desired a 
moment for consideration, and it was granted me; when, consulting 
with the Hadj~he assured me that he could not possibly walt, as· 
his goods and attenuants were gone on, and that if I was detained 
here alone, r should no doubt be ill-treuted and greatly distressed. 
He olfered even to pay the sum himself; rather than suffer this to 
take place, but advised immediate decision. I accordingly returned, 
agreeahly to his advice, and no longer denied the charg., o(!!sing 
really a Janissary, who had lately entered the service, and hMlI.me 
from Cairo, where Turkish is but little spoken. As they,.baII! 


