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concluded that, for some mutinous conduct there, I had heen obliged 
to seek my safety in flight, I now threw In'yself upon the clemency 
of the Governor, as a brother soldier-pleaded poverty from my 
being obliged to escape in haste, hut put twenty-five gold .r,90heahs, 
or about sixty l:lhillings sterling, into his hand, at the time of my 
kneeling to kiss it, and this in so secret a manner, that no one could 
see the gift or claim a share. I was then ordered to be set at liberty 
immediately, ,HId! distributing a few piastrcli among the servanh;, 
was <luickly mounted and soon rejoined the caravan. 

From the top of the hill aoovc the town, we went onward in 
nearly an Cal:ltern direction, over a hard chalky soil, producing a 
long slender grass, and cultivated but very slightly in scattered 
pat<~hes. We saw here many large vultures, and some common 
hawks. The aspect of thc country was dull ami uninteresting, as 
there was neither mountain, valley, nor even plain; the whole being 
an unequal surfilCe, like the high ano long waves of a deep sea 
when subsiding froin a tempest into a l:alm,-and not a tree any 1 

where in !:light to relieve the monotony of the scene.-
As the animals and their gui{l(~s were equally fatigued with the 

exertion of getting clear of the town this morning, our march diel 
not exceed five hours, when we halted in a grassy den to encamp 
for the night. The only phec at whi(:h water could be pr()(!ured, 
waS from a cistern or tank, ncar a siliall hamlet, upwards of a mile 
off. From thence it was brought by asses, but. {\Ie could obtain from 
its inhabitants no other supplies of refretlhment. , . .,: 

At; we were now reuuced to our own resources, ou~ ~upper ~on
oisted of' boileu wheat, warm hread, baked Qn a tire'of camel.' dung 

~i> ' . 

The de!>Cription given of the Plain!! of Mesopotamia, by Xenophon, is strikingly 
liIOCuratc. "The country waf a plain throughout, all even as the sea, and full of worm
WQOd: if any other kind of shrubs or ret.>ds grew there, they had all nn aromntic .. mel] ; 

but no t~8 aJ)IJl'ared. Of wild creatures, the most numerous were wild a.. ... scs, and not 
a Ce~he!!, heilides bustards and roe-d~r, (Ilntcl0Jll"',) which our horsemen SOIlIC
times liMed." H~ then give!! n lively dellCription of the mode in .whidl the lJUrsuit 
wu conducted, IItId its general result.-S6t'~ tile A1Jtlba¥is, book i. 
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and steeped in clear melted butter, and some wild 4erbs, gather!!d 
from amo,,!! the grass around us. This was followed by .a pipe IUld 
a ·cup of cotree, and IIfterwaros about an ounce of brown sugar, made 
into a 'iII!l!'d hanl cake, WIIS servl'd to u. ou t of • little tin ease. 
This:' w'as 'the travelling lare of one of the richest merchants of 
Mousul, who had property to the amount of ten or fifteen thoUllllnd 
pound. sterling in money and goods emoorkL'Ii in the present cara
van, and who every night Ihl, from his own table, not less than 
twenty poor pilgrims, beoides his own imnll'dia1c dependants. 

JUNt: 2nd.-We quitted our station just a, the moon had set, 
or near midnight. From thentc, until the day broke" our way wa~ 
easterly, over a l'Ountry similar to that which we had travcrseU 
yesterday, composed of swelling ridges of land, with a dry light soil; 
scantily ('Overt.'tl by gra~ and a few patches of (.'Orn ill the hollows 
of the · plain, but not a tree walol allY where W be seen. 

About eight o'clock we came to a large ruineu caraVamK!fCU, 
• 

called Khan Charmellek. It was one of the largest and best L'Of\-

.tructed that I had yet seen allY 1lII)ere out of the ~ities of Turkey, 
being constructed with excellent masonry, and furnished with every 
convenience in rooms, stalls, t:ourt\i, &c. The pointed arch is seen in 
the great front dQ()r; but, in a T"dnge of smaller apertures on each 
side, th .. flat Norman arch is used. The roof was formed into a 
terrace running around the central court, and the L'ornice over the 
four sides ~Jhe outer lhmt was purely Arabic. III a good building 
opposite, which is said to have been the station of the custom-mas
teT and his proper ollicers, for examining the goods as t'l.ey puocd, 
there is e'luaHy good masonry. Besides the pointed arch, there 
is here one window which i. formed of three B<lglllents of circles; 
.the two lower seglllcnts heing those of the round arch. and the upper 
ODe heing slightly pointed, .which resembles the Gothic style; and 
yet these three kind. of arches in the same .building aremOll.\ .india
putahly ·contemporary. 

There are fine Gothic window. in · the Great Saracen ~ ..• 



THE TURCOMANS. TO ORFAH. 

EI-HhtlBlllln, in Syria, of which the date i. not knO\",: and' in the 
same place is an inscription in Gothic characters, which could not have 
been an Arabic work, even if the architecture were,Saracenic. There 
is neither history nor tradition, however, regarding the .. PQssession 
of the Castle of Hhussan, by the Crusaders, though the ~ri.:cription 
in the. Gothic character renders this highly prohable ; and, if so, the 
architecture would he easily accounted for as a repair, or as an addi
tion to the original Saracenic work. The whole history of architec
ture in these countries is clouded by a thousand doubts, on examin
ing the monuments of the different races who have possessed them. 
Each style amI order has had it. day'; but, instead of the remains of 
these elucidating, as might be expected, the history of their succes
sion, every fragment seen tends only to make the rise, progress, 
perfection, or decline of particular styles and orders of architecture 
in the East, mOJ'e ohlolcurc than hefort·. 

This khan, though very slightly ruined, is now entirely aban
doned, as well as a small llIud village behind it, the people of which 
no doubt suh,.;istoo, prineipal1y, hy furnishing it with supplies. 

From h ClH'e, \VC turned up od',.othe left to a small Turcoman camp 
\~-her<~ we procurt.-"<l some milk', which was a ·weleome refJ'l."8hrnent 
after our long morning's ride. The tents, though smaller, W6'C 

similar in l'tructurc to those rc~~ently ucscribt.><l. • 
The men of this camp, as I had noted elsewhere, were fairer, 

cleaner, better dressed, and more at their ease, than Arabs of the 
same class; and all of them wore turbans, which wer'j1!rnerally of 
wliite cloth in broad folds. In most of the countenances that I had 
yet ~n, there seemed to me to cxi~t traces of resemblaJice to the 
Tartar physiotmomy. The face is short, broad, mid flat, with high 

. cheek-bones, sman sunken eyes, flat nose, broad mouth, and short 
neck, with a full black bll8hy beard. The Malay and the ChinL'SC face 
aYe ' but ex~rated examples of' the same cast of countenances seen 

. ~ form perhaps the extreme, of which thiS is the first marked 
com.~·;;cement. In the Arab race, the face is long, narrow, and 
sha",,; the che&-bones, flat and low; and all have large expressive 
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eyes, a prominent and aquiline n""", small but full-lipped mouth, 
long graeeful neck, and generally a seanty beard. As a racc or caste, 
the Tmcomans are, therefore, widely different from the Arabs; 
though.~same habits of life have brought them from the . north 
and ,the 80ilth, to horder upon each other. 

The women ofthis tribe were quite as well dressed as those we 
had seen before. We notioed one, said to he newly married, who was 
driving goats to her tent, dreosed with red shalloon trowsers and yel
low boota a clean white upper garment, a red tarboosh on hcr head, 
overhanging in front, and three rows of gold Venetian sequins bound 
around her brow, She was fair, ruddy, and her skin WIl8 not dis
figurc-d by stains; but, above al~ she was remarkably clean and pcr-

.1'ectJy unveiled, two marks of more w!itinctive difference from the 
Bedouin women than even those w hieh arc noted as separating the 
male raccs. 

The existing abhorrence of any imputation on their chastity, 
and the goinl! openly unveiled, in a country where ,the contrary 
combinations ure much more frequent, are also a singular feature of 
the Turcoman women; and this, ~e all else that· we had. ~een of 
their JOnnne", is strictly cenfomlUrlfc to that of the earliest c1lgeS. 

It appears that, then, Itarlof<l only veiled themselves, to avoid, pro
bably, the illsgrac<> of ever being rL'Cogni""d or personally known ; 
while mooeRt femalcs exposed their features to public view, In the 
story of Judah's unconscious incest \lith Tamar, his daJ.lghtcr-irt-law, 
it is said, that .. she covered herself with a vci~ and wrapped herself, 
and sat in an open place by the way..side,-and whcn Judah saw her, 
he thought her to be an I,"rlo~ BECAUSE she had covered her face.'" 
After his commUnication with her in the public road, it i. said, 
" .she arose and went hcr way, and laid by bel' veil from her, and put 
on·the garments of her widowhood." When it was told him after_ 
wards, that this same daughter-in-law .. had played the harlot, IUld. 
was with child by whoredom," as she was one over whom"he l!!!.<hhe • . - ~ . 

• Sec Gcnelli~J cha.p .. xnvi,i.i. \", 14-15. 
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power of a parent, he exclaimed, " Bring her forth, and let her be 
bumt :". 80 that the same jealousy of injured honour, and the !JIlttIe 
openness with · which women appeared before men, existed then, as 
are still found here among the people now. The oont~l'- customs 
and manners, which prevail in towns, may be considered, I>erhaps, ID:i 

an effect chiefly produced by the seclusion which forms a constant 
part of the Mohammedan treatment of women. 

From this camp. we went on for about an hour and hal£: when 
we came to a large cistern .. constructed for the reception of rain
water; where we did not find enough, however, to supply our party. 
It was a reservoir of a circular shape, excavated out of the rock, to a 
depth "r twenty feet below the surface, and was de .. ,ended to by a 
flight of steps, hewn down also to that depth. The whole was stue: . 
<-'Oed over on the inside, and it was both a useful and a well-executed 
work. [t is (~alk'>(] Saireej Kairaat. 

Ahout an hour .beyond this, we callW to a second reservoir, in a 
spot called Char Men, where we enc<ulll'(~d for the Uicy . 

• JUNJ:: 3nl.- We departed '-'in with the settin~ moon~ and had 
lightning and slight ~howers of rain, which made our way dark and 
disagreeable uHtil the day broke. Out:' course was a point or two to 
the southward of east, amI this brought us, at day-light, to a large 
reservoir for rain-water, with a place for prayer ncar it. 

We were,noW come into a more uneven eountry than hefore': 
the height of many of the eminences gave them thl{ character of 

). ' 

hills; and they were, throughout, fonned of lime-stone rod:, of a 
rounded surface, and generally harren. In the vallies, were some 
few patches of' cultivated ground, and the rest w:1S covered with a 
long wild grass. This S'urnished sufficient provender, not only for 
the camels, but for all the mules and asses of our caravan, the horses 
-wy requiring corn. In our progress, the road became more stony 
and!lare as we advanced, till, about ten o'clock, we turned out of ... 

Se~ Genesit, ¢hap. xxxviii. v. 24. 
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the way to halt by a cistern. There being no water in thi .. eK. 
the small portion yielded by the light showers whicJ, had fallen in the 
night, we were compeBed to continue ~ur way again, until we arrived;' 
in 8bout.~.~:ther hour, at a :imall holl~w plain,or Wadi, as it is called, 
where'there was a large hewn -reservOIr for ram-water, and a smaller 
one of good masonry in the same plain; distant about a quarter of 
a mile. As the first of these contained an abundant supply for us 
all, we pitched our tent., here for the day, though we were now 
not more than an hour't; distance from Orfah. 

Caravan.travelling, for one whose husiness required great des
patch, was more tedious to me, than (,'ould be well imagined; and it 
was rendered still more so, hy my having no hope of being able to 

. "avail myself of any other mode. To go alone, as we had already had 
sufficient proof, was highly dangerous; and, by leading to my being 
stripped ill the way, might prove fatal to all my designs. Messen
gers of the ~ovcmment, acc\Holtomed to carry despatches, and ac
quainted \\;th",by-roads, which tht,y alone frequent, wtirc not to be 
met with durin~ Ill)' ~tay nt Aleppo; alld as the government Tar
tars now go only from Constantinople, through Diarhekr to Hagd.l.d, 
and Ar-ctb messengers din.'Ctly across the Desert from Aleppo, there 
seemed no probability of falling in ,,;th either of these on the way. 
Our rate of travelling wa.~ so slow, that it scarcely exceeded twelve 
miles a day, on an average; the least distance being about ten, 
and the greatest fifteen. The time occupied in this, was from 
four to six hours, in one continued march, 80 that our average rate 
must have been, as nearly as can be estimated, about two and a half 
geographical miles per hour. • 

In walking m:!, horse a gentle pace, if I mounted the last in the 
caravan, I could gain the head of it in two hour .. though our line 
extended nearly two mileo in length; when, as Wl\8 the practice of 
most of the other horsemen ·of the party, we dismounted on the 
grass, suffered our horses to feed there, and either lay do~ or 
smoked a pipe for nearly an hour, until the caravan had all ~ 
lUI agdlD. This was repeated at · every simiJu interval; 80 that"iIo 
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an uninteresting tract of country, where there was no picturesqu'e 
landscape to charm the sight, not a tree to relieve the monotoftOUR 

outline of' the hills, nor sufficient venlure to clothe their roCky 
sides,-wherc either we were lighted only by the stars, .!'l scorehed 
by the Run an hour after its rising,-its tediousness Dlay" he -easily 
conceived. 

The only advantage to be countcrbalant.'ed a~raiJlst all these, is 
security. But with reganl to .upplies, as it is more difficult to 
obtain them for a large number than for a few, and as everyone 
furnishes himself with ",hat he may require Oil the journey, mutual 
help in these is scarcely ever thought of: or even practicable, without 
great inconveniencc to one or other of the parti(;'~. It is the prac
-tice, however, of most of thO.5C who ean afforu it, to dress an amplc': 
supper at nigllt, that sufficient may remain for the poor who are in 
the· camp. 

From the tellt of Hadjee Ahd-el-Rakhman, there were not less 
than twenty ~l1ch, who were regularly fed, hesiuel::l1.hosc who sut 
down with him, and wcre looked UpOll either as his companions, or 
immediate dependants, and a1ll6unting to fifteen or twenty more. 
Among these was a'Vahalx.>e, from the Nedjed, in the heart of 
Arahi<4 who hu.t.l heen redeemed from his deistical and puritanical . 
heresy to the orthooox lshtmjsm of the Turks, by a wound which 
he had received in his face. This hau injured his jaw-bones to such 
a degree, that he could not open them at all, so that, to enable him 
to eat, he had been obliged to have four of his front tb~th drawn, to . .. 
open a passage for admitting his fOOd. He never failed, howe,'cr~ to 
consume his ample share of this, and that too very r~pjdly, from his 
losing no time in mastication. Hadje'e Ahd-el-Rakhmiin had found 
this man at Me(~ a prisoner, taken from the Wahabecs; and, on 
his return to the faith of hi. fathers, he hud taken him into his ser
vice 88 his inspector of camels . 

. There' were, .1"", two Indian fakirs from the Punjab, who had 
'beeri+wo years frollt their homes, having staid twu Ramadans at 
Mecca. They had come with a caravan straight from Muscat, in the 
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Persian Gulf, to that city, through t.he ,",untry of .the Arabs; and 
descrioc>d the face of it as generally desert and destitute or.. water, 
and the few tribes of Bedouins there " ... hall people, generally at war 
wit~ ead" other. They had also found a friend in the venerable 
Hadjee, who .Wered to take them from MeCca to Mousul on their 
return, in his own train, free of expense. They walked on foot; 
but as they suffered nothing from the heat, and performed only 
short daily journies, this was no inconvenience to them; and they 
certainl~' atc, drank, anu slept more--and did, in all other respects, 
considerably less-than any others of the party. 

One of them spoke a little Hindoo,tanL'C; and told me that he 
had hL",n at Rombay. He praised the English government very 

. highly, and thought thpy did right in every thing but that or their 
ffoggin~ fakirs, when they found them wandering naked in the 
stn,'Cts. • ] t was observed, in<if..'C<i, hy many of our circle, as wen 
as by myself, that these, and Indian Mohammedans generally, are 
more bigoted' and fanatic than the beli('w'rs in the saIne faith who 
come from otheT conntri($; ;md that they have mOTe of the forms, 
with less of the spirit, of their religion, than either Arabs or Turks. 
It was thus that one"of these men would repeat, for an hour together, 
in quick succession, the M uslem profession of faith, a.."! many times 
as poRsible, in OJIC brt'ath; and another would count his beads and 
"mutter sentcnce~ unintdlihrih1e to the rest, while nci1:l1cr of them 
ever washed or prayed, according to tllC prescribed manner. The 
more reasonably piou. of our party were much scandalized at this, 
and"held their practice. to be tainted, 'As they douht1essly are, 
with the idolatry of lIindooism. 

The state of the thermometer, since our leaving AleppO,. had 

Aut'ung1.cbc adoptl'tl a more effectual method of tei'rifying the fakirll into 
dtcency. U J was (or a long time di&gusted, (say!! Bernier,) · ... ith & celebrated falaf. 
n&m,d Sll.rmct, who parwlL.od the IItreets of Delhi, all naked as when he CaDle into the 
world. He detlpitwd, equally, the promililCli and threats of .Aureng-Zilbe, and "und.,-went, 
at length, the pu.n.i!lhm.tmt of fIL"Capitation, from hill obatirud; refuaal to put OD ":eariAg 
APparel. "'-Bem;4r', TrGCeh i" the Mopl Empire. 
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been t<>lerably regular, but was gradually on the advance. . The air 
was extremely dry and light, and the additional heat was, no doubt, 
partly' cauaed by this, and by the bareness of the earth's surface. 
During the day, our skies were clear in the zenith, but marked by 
lines of white clouds all around the h,!rizon; and our ni~hts Were 
\';"utifully pure and brilliant, with the exception of \he last night 
only, which was clouded between midnight and day-break. At sun
rise, we had the thermometer at 78'; at noon, it was 102" in the 
sun, and 00' in the shade of the tent; at .un .... t, it stood at 88'· 
and at midnight, at 76'. During the day, we had strong winds 
from ·the north, which considerably tempered the air, as these 
wind. came from the lofty snow-dad ridge of Taurus; and, during 
the night, it was generally calm, without the slightest perceptible 
(all of dew, whICh contributed much toward preserving an equal 
temperature. There was, indeed, a freshness in the ·air, both by 
day and night, which made it as agreeable as we found it 
healthy. , 

IQ the course of the evening, several horsemen alighted at our 
tent, and were served with the<cup of hospitality, as passengers Oil 

their way. We at first suspected them t<> be the spies of some 
Turcoman troop in the neighbourhood, who had come among us to • 
ascertain our force. They all told the same story, representing 
themselves as adventurers from Diarhekr, going to seek military, 
service at A'leppo and Damascus. We found this afterwards to be 
true; for, soon after they had left us, there passed <t ('.aravan gt?ing 
to Beer, the leallers of 'l"hlch confirmed to us the t~th of 'their 
'Sta~ment, and set our minds ,at rest, Our condition, indeed, was 
now· .!,"ore defenceless than before, and gave suffiCIent reason for 

. alarm, Slllee more than ltalf the caravan, including the lightly-laden 
bi.asts, and the hor..men, who were merely passengers without 
.s-h,had gone on to Orfah,and left here but a small partyencamp
ed with uS. 

My bost, Hadjee Abd..,lcRakhmiin, baving made friends among 
tOOaIl ·who.had left us, by his !Iospitable treatment of them on the 

II 
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grateful enough to return it, by out to 
_ ........ a very excellent r, composed of at t fifty 

IleIIll1e8 two mules laden with ices for making iced erbets, 
Wbl·, tp mulberries, quinces, and other fruits, £ mUng altogether 

a dessert for a sov ign. 
We con . ued up la~ in the enjo. ent of as fe tivity 88 

our means would aWord, by hearing tlhe rude m . c and ongs of 
some, and clapping our hands to the dances of othe of our camel
drivers, around a blazing fire. We surrounded. t . circle, fonned by 
the animals the 1 es, who, on being driven in fr~m the· where 
they feed, are to kneel down, and are gen y arx'iUlJlp..i 

circlPr form WId the horses, the mercbUldlllC!,:llII4 tnEl~PlqJJl.e 
the cara ter barrier for general secur.i 
our.guards, ere the outposts 0 .th had 
to reli ve the our tum, we sang our 
cares; and were the mOlt np'talft18 
geous palaces could have made us 

• 
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CHAPTER .IV. 

ENTRY OF THE CARAVAN INTO THE CITY OF ORFAH. 

JUNE 4th.-The effectS of the preceding night's dissipati 

mirth so te te as ours could be so named) kept us asleep until 
the sun rose, and it was not until a full hour afterwards hat we 
CODlIqenced our march. . The road now became more hilly and 
stony_ than before; but, in about an hour and half, on arriving at 
the top of one of the eminences, and winding down a ravine, we 

e in s1ght of Orfah. • 
it stood on a ow r hill beyond us, and presented little to the 

xcept a long wall running nearly north and south, 
it from hen uninteresting. On the hill itself; 

arked. a pass cut throug the 
AmN1llL2 a. all on each side; and from 
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hence, all the ~y to the city", elistance of more than a mile,led.a 
broad pa.ved road, winding down the side ·of th",.hiU, an<l.~llin 
good preservation. 

In t\le clillS above us, we noticed, both to the right and left, 
several eicavations, which had all the appearanoo of sepulchral grat
. toes. Som,,'few of these were arched, at their openings, like the 
tombs at Scleucia, at the mouth of the Oront.,.; but the g1:cater 
number of them had oblong square entrances, like those in the Ne
cropolis of the Egyptian Thebes; and they were all, no doubt, 
works of high antiquity. 

On reaching the foot of the hill, which is composed of lime-stone 
rock; we went for half an hour over a cultivated plain of good soil, 
and began to ascend a smaller rising of the land, where the approach 
to the toWn i. , made through an exten,ive modern cemetery. ' The 
tombs were 'all ,in the Turkish style, with a bill stone at each eml 
of the grave, and that at the head ornamented with a turban, by 
the character of which, the sex and cl""s of life of the deceased 
may be known, even by those who are not able to read theJIlonu
mental inscriptions . 

. I..thought it remarkable, however, as all the people from this 
place, whom we had yet seen, wore the overhanging tarboosh of Sy
ria, with a .hawl wound high on its front, that the graves here should 
be decorated with the Turkish kaook, or high-ribbed calpac; ,which 
is, in general, peculiar to the O,manties, or Turks III( Oenstantinople 
and its immecliate neighbourhood. 

The graves were not decked with myrtle ,by the han~, of sur
viving friends, as at Damascus, nor apparently attlended ~t,b "" 
much pious remembrance of their went inmates; ,hut, they ",ere, in 
genera~ better built, and more expensiv.ely omame"ted, thap the 

, fanner. The ,body of the grave, or of the to1!'b"bove ,it, ~ in 
receding stages, one within another, for three ~.fo/U: rows, l~g , o. top a space about tbe length and b~thof.~, Ii\UI!8l! form, 

fr~ ,end of which ..-, ~ pel"P""~ illlll;rip~y~, .• t,<!'P' 
On dte tides of th~ receding •. !ages, ran .~ scqlp~ ~ 
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formed, invariably, of the little arched niche, so .CODstantly repeated 
jIi Arabic and Turkish 'architecture. They " were here, however, in 
every instance, reversed, with their points downwards; but whether 
such a reversion of tlns common ornament, in being peculiarly ap
plied to the sepulchre'S of the dead, had any referenc~ to the change 
of state, as well as habitation, of the beings whose'remains they 
contained, I (could not l~arn. 

Among these tombs, I saw, for the first time, military trophie~ 
depicted. The inner surfaces of the head and footstones of the 
~ves, which fronted each other, were fiat; and these were inscribed 
with "many lines, both in Turkish and in Arabic. The letters were 
cut in high relief, in some gilded on a white ground, and in 'Others 
painted in black on a green ground; the foriner, as it was ex
plained to me, being for virgins and youths, dying iit 'R state of 
innocence, and the latter peculiar to the graves of shereefs, or other 
persons distinguished for their piety; green being the holy colour of 
the Prophet. The lines were engraved obliquely, or diagonally up
wards, from the right to the left, in the manner of firmans, and other 
state-writings; and the characters were exceedingly well executed. 
The outer fIlCes of these same stones were convex; and on them 
were generally representeil various emblems, in gaudy colours. 

It was on this part, beneath thp. turban at the top, that I saw 
depicted '3. sword, a shield, a mace, a battle.ue, and other instru
ments of war, ~M well grouped as the Roman devices of this kind 
generally are. They were, however, very imperfectly executed. from 
their being done in painting, an art of which the Turks are scarcely 

' yet';n the infancy. The execution of the turbans was much better, 
".as they wert' wrought in sculpture; and there were some variations 
'in th~ f.iShion of them; ;which decidL>d the peculiar classes of society 
·to ;which the dead belonged, as certain forms are worn only by ccr-. . 
'\:ali' ranks of inen. 
" cd On arnving near the gate of the eity, we turned dow~n the 
left:; and, '.ro..nng a small 'bridge over a rivulet, halted at the Khan 
KoQ~lee. This is 'a large caravanSerai, set apart for the use 
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of those who do not hl'ing their goods into the town, but who re
main there .only a few da)'~ as pa88t.m~~~ on their journey to some 
other place .. 

Our cameh: w(:'rc unladen at thiR khan; but the numerom; friends 
of' my protL->(:tOT, who caUle out to congratulate hini on hi~ return 
from tile Hadj, or holy pilgrimage to Mecc," would not sufit". us to 
remain IIl'rc. A~ soon, therefore, as all was safely unladen in the 
great ('Ourt, and the servants were wstribuu..>tI in the chambers above, 
we quitted the khan, leaving only the favourite and HlithfuJ Ahys

R}llian 8laV(~ of the Hadjce to guard his master·s property. . " 
The im;itations were so many, and so pressin~, that it was at. first 

thought Bt'cessa.ry to ft.'fuse them all, for it was ~mpossjhle to prefer 
one to ~lJIotheJ', without givill~ ('ause of' offbu:e: so that (~hamhcrs 
,vere prepared lor us in a lar~ building-, call(:'<i Khull-el-Goomroc,k, 
or tIle Custolll-hoURe Khan, where OUT friends' were t.o rendezvoufoi. 
H('re~ indL>ed, we were quite a.'-\ well accommodated, amI a.~ much 
at liberty, as we could lXJ8sihly have bC{-ll in allY private d~'elling, 

having cadi of us a ('hamber apart, and a smaH one bcside~ in whi(~h 
to mcct our friends, thou~h the congratulators were so many, t.hat 
it wa. ... Utx'cssar.v to r<.~(:('ive them on the uut!olide. 

Thil; khan (".()m;i!oltr-d of an open court, which was, at le.ast, a 
hundred fL"'et. S<luarc, :md was paved t.hroughout_ On tw~ of its 
sides, were d(x)TS of outlet into (:overro haziirs; on the third, was ,. 
range of Jo,tablcs and cloaea; and all around, on the ground-Hoor, the 
interval., were tilled up hy small rooms: flights of steps there led. 
to an upper story, in Iront of which were open gaileri.,. all around, 
and chambers, in whi(:h were carried. on manufactories of oottor.., as 
well as the pmce.s of printing them. Through the court below, 
ran a tine hroad stream of transparent water, cl"088ing it diagonally 
nom corner to corner; and 88 it was descended to by long 'stepti; it 
served lor watering the hQrses, for the ablutions of the pious, and 
for 1ih<l;J,washing of the manufacture. above, as they Mme· from the·, 
workman's hands, before they were laid out on;the iW; terr""" of the . 
roof to.bleach. 



INTO THE CITY OF ORiI'AH. 

This same stream was made contributary, glso, to another Conve
nient purpose; all the cloaca being supplied from it with a branch 
running under them, while it fed a little fountain in each, for the 
. filling a small square cistern, close hy the left-bal1d of the lX'rson 
·sitting; so that all inipurities were carried off' hy the stream hc\ou', 
and there WaN running water a\way~ at hand, in which to wash, sup
plied, from above, Another branch of this water filled a rL"'SerYOlf 

without, from which a supply wa, procured hy cocks, for the conve
nience of those who might have occasion to use it only in prulsing. 
T~e plan and the arrdngement of the whole · 'was ex(!Cllent, and 
the masonry of the building was well executt.>d ; yet, from t.he natural 
aversion of t.he Turks to labour, it was not 10\0 d ean as, with all these 
advantages, it ou~ht to have heen. 

Our day was almost entirely p3.!'!."ied in r(~ceiving visits, . which 
were chiefly from the most respecu,hle merchants of' the town; 
and, in the evenin~. we had to attend a supper-party, formed for us 
by the Hadjcc'. fricnd., . 

It was before sun-set that we assembk->d at" the house of a green
turbanned descendant of the Prophet., to the number of about 
thirty persons. We were received in a very handsome room, with 
gil!led <'eiling, carpeted di,oms, il'Tlli&hed with silk cushions, and 
other nlarks of the occupier's w(>alth. Among our party were t.he 
two Indian fakirs, who knew their interest too well ever t.o desert 
their patron, so that they c..onstantly hung about his person. 
These men, clad in a bundle of Jom.(' rags, scaf(~dy holding toge
ther, though hound with many (~orus and threads, and swarming 
with "Vermin, from their ne\'er IHI\'in~ challged their garments, or 
perhaps wash,,) their bodies, for the last three years, were seated 
among tJ,e rcst alongtbe sofa, ami serv<~l with exactly the same 
atlie\'tioll asothers of the company, 

... 'nris . practice of admitting the ragged and dirty to an "qual 
place with the well-clad and ·cIeanr-as well as that of suffering the ' 
servants· ci: the house to sleep Oft the divan at night, which equally 
prevails among the Turks,--occasions the houses of the rich to be 
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almost as subject to vennin as thOlle ot' the 'poor., 'U ''''IIl-iVY I\Q 

means rare to see the most wealthy and polite among 'them ~ the 
crawling intruder in his march over their l"'nishes; and, ra~,than 
defile their nails by killing it on them, as is the practice' with the 
poor in Spain and Portugal, they usually blow it oWinto the middle 
of the room, They say that they themselvea thus remain clean, 
and there is but a chance at least of the little crawler's ever ~h
ing them again: whereas, though the practice of killing it at once 
renders that impossible, yet, in their estimation, this act is in itself 
too grossly shocking to decency to be permitted. • 

Our supper was served on a large metal salver, highly orna
mented with Arabic devices and inscriptions, and containing at least 
forty dishes; the central one of which was, as usual, a pilau, and 
the surrounding ones stewed meats, fruits, and various made d.ishe~. 
Among our drinks were, iced milk ~d lehben; a fine iced sherbet, 
made with honey, cinnamon-wdter, and spices; and the iced juire 
of pomegranates of the last year, diluted with water of.l'O!Ies; so 
that one could not regret the want of wine to crown the banquet. 
The napkin which surrounded the Ratvcr, so as to leave a portion 
large enouI'P1 to cover the knees of all who sat before it, was of fine 
silk gauze, embroidcn.--d at the LadgL"s and ends, and was in one piece 
of six or eight yards long by a yard broad. Water was served to 
us in a silver cup, called, in Arabic, "tasse;" and ·we washed. after
wards over silver ewers. Our evening pipes and coffee were taken 
on the terrace of the house; which, being lofty, and seated nearly 
in the centre of the town, gave us a panoramic view of ~t extent 
and bP.auty, 

After SllII .... et, we retired to the Khan Khoolah-Oghlee, without 
the town, .. , the Hadjc'e still persisted, in refusing to give the 
marked preference of a permanent abode with any of hi. frienda. 
They all accompanied us, however, to the gate of the khan itself, 
w,here we separated. Here, toq,. we found a, party fOlined for our 
entertainment, by the servants and charitable dependants of tiJe 
worthy pilgrim; and, though of a humbler kIitd than that wbiehwe 
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l\ad .jp8t~ it ._~much more vivacicrus, ·and equally ,enter
~, 

~ ehief"personages who figured i1I this assemhly were two 
Cbiistians, ; returning, from the Easter festival at Jerusalem, to 
Mardin, called, by the Turks, M~khoode.y, and not Hadjee; these 
titles being derivative from the respective places visited.· The 
nallHlS of tlaese pilgrims were Eesa, or Jesus; and Abdallah, or th" , 
Slave of Goo. The names of Jesus and Mohammed are borne only 
hy the followers of their respective prophets; but Abdallah is com
rgen both to Moslems and Christians, though less frequent amollg 
tne latter, where it is sometimes replaced by the name of Abd-el
Meseeah, or the Slave of the Messiah. 

Eesa was crowned '\\ith a high-pointL··d bonnet, fringed at the. 
edge, gilded on the sides, and adorned at the top with" bunch of 
small tinkling bells. Abdallalumade a still more groteoque figure, 
as he · was naked to the waist, and had coutrived to decorate his 
head with coloured feathers and c'Otton wool, which, added to .the 
blue stains, (the symhols of the holy pilgrimage,) with which his 
body and arms were covereu, goa\'(' him an appearunce somewhat 
between that of 8 savage Indian amI an ancient llriton.,.as they are 
generally represented to us. '1'0 complete the re8e~blance, the8e 
men threw themselvc>s into the wildest attitudes, like those of' the 
aboriginal war~laDce of America, and to as rude a music. 

The hand was composed of a drummer, who beat with the pabll 
and- fingers of his hands on a large copper pall, turned bottom up
wards, and a fifer, who hlew into the upper end of a long "'dne, 
holdiog it as It clarionet, and using Nix stops, as in a flute. These 
pcoduced, at; may be imagined, no sweet or seductive sounds, though 

~. ~T~e Arabic name of, Jerusalem jll El Khods, or the Hilly: and, by the C(Jll

~~~n '1 the languil#:,"C, Mokboddcsy is a name formed to ~igllify persons who han' 
visi~.~qn.pilgrimagc. In the same manner, El Hndj is the MohanllUl-dan name fill' 
t!ie'lUgrlma:ge to Mecca; Hl.>djiiz;the name'tOf the Holy Land; and Hadjet.,. onc )Io'ho 
tW ~ the pilgrimage. 
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they were sufficiently musiral to (·.harm moot of the party, who 
kept time by clapping their hand., as is rommonly done in Egypt. 

Besides these, there was a little slav .. hoy of the Hadjee's, hom 
in hi. house, of Abyssini,~n parents, who, though not yet eight years 
old, had accompanied his master. to Me"c,~ and was addressed by 
the honomry title of all who visit the Caaba . . This child, and 
one of tIle c.1.mel boys, a lad of fifteen, Mng to each other illi- re-, 
sponsive verses, which were again repeated, at stated intervaL~ by 
the harsh chorus of all the voices of the ",<scmbly. 

The uan<:e then sWlk from savage wildness into the most las~-
. ~ 

vious movements; the men approached each other, by progressIve 
and mutual advances, amI, afte.r an imitation of the warme!'t union, 
embraecd more firmly, and <:ried aloud 111 an t~t'~tacy of pleasure. 
The :-long and music follOWt~ this dmngc, hy more dulracterist.ic 
WJI(:'S ~ so that the whole was ratl1¥T like a Thcsmophorian exhi
bition in honour of CCrL-'S, than'hat one might ('onceive to be the 
soher amuscments of' a grdve MusleJll pjl~'Tim, returning from the 
Temple of his Prophet j,6)r the pious practi('cs of Christians. still 
more recently come out Trom the TOlllb of' their Saviour, and from 
witnes.",iJlg Ute )o;cencs of persecution and suffering which J)f(.,~eded 

the dt'.ath of' t'l1t·ir Ciod.· 

• The laSl.:hiolls Jan<:c hen' dCM:rihcd to haw lx't'li perfornwd by the Christian and 

Mohamml'flan pilgrims., for the alTIUSl'lllent of a grave and piou .. merchant and his 8uite, 
is tilt: BUm,' which the Jate Qu("1'n Cllroline of England .1'l11i so 1I11l(:h rl.'l'rnhated for per_ 

mitting hef 1':astcnJ IIcnant, )'fllhuJUet, to perform in her presence, Juring some portion 

of her travcl li abromt. It has always prevailed in the East. from whence, in tht: time of 
Aug'lstus, it St:cms to have 1.1.'(,'\1 intm.luet.-d into Italy. The reader will, JK:fhaps, 

• remember till' P 'l~sJlp;e in JllH'na.l. which d('1';Cribt.-.; th(, df't'('t;. produced by Bathyllus's 
dancing til(! Leda Clteirot'Uml..fJS. It may 'be referred tf), dthcr in the oMl;.rinal, or in 

Dryden'" Tran!llot;on, Sat . . 6, v. 3; but cannot I.x> tnlnlll.~ribed. Thill dam.'e, tIIlyll the 
Delphin ('!(litor, ft'hich ohtained jt~ appellation ftom Leci&, a famous ducer and mimic, 

was pcrfonned by Cfrtain gestures of the body and lIIotiOll1l ~f the hand. It Vt'u. th6uglu. 
to be the highest incitement and atimulant oflullt, and was one of St. Cyprian'8lltrongett 

~ {or denominating the theatre, where it ';"'IUI alway. performed among the 
degex.erate Romans, .. the Sanctuary of Venus." "The .. o~," say. he, "who "lib 
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JUNE 5th.--Our khan was crowded this morning by the arrival 
of a csravan, after a journey of two days, Irom Diarhckr, destined 

these 8pectaclC~ approaches them, perhaps, with m(ldes~y in her heart, but lean'S them 
a prey to impurity and intemperance. They mllYC 'the !;Cn~, soften the heart, \luI 
p.xpcl robUJ!t virtue frill II the honest brca./it."-Epi.st. ad Donat. The Bllthyllus, men. 
tioned by Juvenal, was nn Alexandrian, and, as some MY, the freedman of Mec~na~, 
by whom he " 'as suhjpctl.'<i to unnatural pollutiou.-Tnr.it. Ann. i. 54. This danc€' i~ 

perfoJned by women in Egypt, and wa.~ introduced into Spain by the .Moors, Volnt,y 
!-Ipca.ks of it as follows :-" C'l'st une rcpresentati.on liCl'nticusl,> de cc que l'amour a de 

plus ·hardi. C'cst cc gcnre de dance {lui, portl"-~ de Carthage a Rome, y annon~a Ie 
dCGIin des mreur/i rcpublicaines. et qui dl'pui~, renou,,":'!,.' dans l'E~pagne par It's 
Arubt.'!;, s'y perpdue t'ncllre 80US Ie nom de Fandango. Malgrl~ llllibertt! de nos m{I."U~, 

il semit difficile, snns bll.!sscr l'oreille, d 'cn faire une pcintufl' l'xo.cte: c'('st auez de dire 
que la danscuse, Ie>, bra;; etenducs. d'ull air pU'~sionc , l:hantant et s'accompagnant de.~ 
cllstagnl'ttcs ern'dle til'lll aux duigt.~. (,Xl1.:Ute, Slln~ changer de ploc(!, des mouV('ml'll~ de 

corps que In pa;;sion lUl'llIl' a soin d(! ,"oiler de rOlUhn' de III nuit."-.V(Jyages, f. ii. pp, 
403, 404. The Fandall~\), ll-" at preqt. performL'(1 in Spain, is thus dcscrilx.'li by 
Swinburnc :-" Our cWlling'cnded with a harp,where we han. for the fil'f4t time, the pleaw 

sure of S(.'{'ing the Jo'amillngo dauced. It is odd and cnterw.iniog l~nough! when .tht:y 
execute with precision and a:..,';lity all the variuus fuuting-s,.,wbeeling;; of the arms, and 
crllckings of till' fingers; hut it (';o.:(,(,(,<js in wantonn'" nlt the dllnel'S I cver lx·held. 

Sueh motions, such writhing." of the bod)" anti positions of the limhs, us no mtN.il'st eye 
can look upon without a blush! A guod Fandango lady will stand fiv&olTIinute>s in-one> 

spot, wriggling like 0. worm that ha~ j:Jst rn."t'll cut in two."-Vol.'V 1" 70. "There 
were, however, (at Cadiz,) many asscmblies alld balls of a lower class, whelX' the Fan. 

dango was danced u· La [.eg, that is, in all the perfection it i~ capable of. Among th(' 

t,';pseYIi, there is annther dance, called the M (mK1ti1idoy, so la~d\'i,lU~ and indecent, that 
it ill prohibited under SC\'erc penalties; thl' tllne is quitt' simple, little mort~ than a coa· 

stant l't'tum of the same liet of notcli: this, as well as the Fandango, is said to have l~n 

imported from the Havannah, heing both of negro breed.- 1 han~ been told that, upon 

the COIlI'It of Africa, they exhibit a variety of !ltrangc dances, pn~tty similar to these. 
Wha~v.er may have hoeD the birth_place of the Fandango, it is nuw lIO thoroughly natu· 
III'tized in Spain, that every Spaniurd may l:w said to be born with it in his head and 

1'Iteel1J: 1 haw seen a child of three Y{'8l'1I of age dance it to the mothers singing, with 
a&epe and turns scarce to btl cred..itec.l in an infant of that age. Towaruo; the clollC of the 

~IJ given hnetofol'c-in the theatre, when all thc company appeared drooping 

wiQl fatigue and overpowered with sleep, it was a constant trick of the fiddlers to l"itriL:e 

up .the F.aadaugo. In an instant, as it l'Ou&ed from the slumbera of enchantment b~,e 

• 'lWs i~ aD error-chey are of MooriaA ~. 
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chie/ly fo~ Aleppo. It hadbeell thus 10llg on the march. in conse
quence of, the spring. when the mules, of which this was Chie/ly 
com~ halt every hour or two to graze. Diarbekr i. said to be 
in nearly a north-east ilirp:tion from this, and to be six good caravan 
dlJl!'s'journey off: 

. We wcnt early into the town, where our day was passed in a 
round of visits to those who had come to wcleome our arrival y.eater
day, whieh ~J'nvc me an opportunity of seeing many of the befit. 
houses ill thl' place, as well as many of the upper rank of females. 
As our train was Jar .. wherever we went the women (''Cntrived to 
get a peep at us fromthe windows of their almrtments, t~ither as we 
entered Of as we quittt--u the ~OUl'tS of the dwellings, amI afforded 

• 
me as good a sight of themselves in return. This, how~vcr, was as 
purely stolcn on my part as on theiTfoi j for as not one tf olr compn.ny 
eycr ~rect{.-:tt their eyes that way bVt mysl'lt~ it was necessary to be 
t he more guarded, to avoid being discovered in thc cxerciHC of a 
('uriosity which, however laudable in it:sdf; is here only pennjtted 

magic touch of II fuiry\ wand, every body starh'd up, lUld the whole house rt'scmndeol 

~dth the uproar o~ the clapping of hands, footing, jumping, and Anapping: of fingers. "
Vol. i. pp. 354, 355. If the reader lihould he curiOIl1; t il S(,'C further flecountij of this 
wanton dance, he may consult Gro~'s Voyoge to lite EI181 1m lies. p. 22'2; and Lucian, 

de S(lUati.V7/,e. And in Bayll', art. " Hilthyllc,'" he will find some ' -cry curious parti
(~ Ulafli respecting its introduction into Italy. ' From the following pas~e of Lady 
Montague's Leiters, it w:iU lx.' SCt'n that movements, something ,'ery ,r;imilar to those 

witnessed in the male perfonnt·rs at Orfah, constitute abo a portion of th@ femlilc-eJlluw

menta enjoyed in the privacy of the l;Iarem :_U Her fair maids were raaged below ' the 
Mlfu, to the Dumber of (W('nly, and put me in mind of the pictures of 'the ;'ncient 
nymphs. I OJ'1 not think all nature could hav~ furni~hl'(t ~uch a scene of beauty. She . ., 
made them a !lign to play and dance. Four of them immediately began to play some 
fIOft ail'll on instruments hetwt.'Cn a lute and a guitar. wltich they accompanied wit\,.theil 
voices .. 'while the othen! danced by tum:~. Thi!! dance Wll~ very difFerent from that I 
h.d seen before. Nothing could be more artful. or more proper to nUl!e.tm'ftJin ideM. 
The tUDes 80 soft !-the motions 80 languishing !-UCI.:ompanied with panReS and djing 
",,,!--Iwllfallmg oock,' llnd · then recovering themRelvetlin I!IO artful a manner, thU'J 
am wry positive, the colde.t and most rigid prude upon earth"could not haveJobted 

up'~n ~em w,ithout tbinking of BMnething not to be ~Iof!"-Vol. ii. Let ... 
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to the weaker.ex. Our constant passage from one quarter · of the 
town to another gave me, also, an opportunity of seeing much of its 
interior, which it would have lx...,n difficult for me to have done other
Wise, without a guide, and without the ri~ of exciting observation: 

There was a liberality of conduct displayed towards me by""Y 
kind protector, that deserves to be mentioned as peculiar to him. 1 t 
has.tteen observetl, that the term Hadjee is r"""rved for the true h .. -

. . 
lievers ill the Koran only; and that Christians, although they have 
performL>d their pilgrimage to Jerusalem, arc ",';lled Mokhoddesy, 
from EI Khods, or the Holy, the Arabic trwslation of the ancient 
Hebrew, and present modern name. The salute of " Salam Alai
koro," and it ... answer, " Alaikom Salam," OT, " Peace he upon you," .-
and, "U1lI.'n you be pesee," is permitted to he ¢v.en and rL'Ceived 
by'Mosle!lis 6hly; as well as the formula hefore L"lmmencing any 
action, however trifling, " B'i"IltIllah el Itaklnniin el Rakhet;fp," In 
the name of God, the· great and the merC'ifnl.'It My friend, however, 
permitted me to he addressed as" Hadjec Aga," or, as we should say, 
" Sir Pilgrim," by aU those who did not know my name, and as 
" Hadjee Abdallah," hy those who did; the latter being the name 
lInder which I travelled. When I ate or drank, or wasbed, or filled 
my pipe, I constantly repeatefL the Mohammedan forinula; and, on 
dosing the operation, whatever it 111ight be, ~nded by the grave 
« Al hurnd el lIlah," or, "To .God he praise." This was so far from 
bcin"g thought an infringement on sac~ed privileges, that I never 
failed to have the usual hlessings of" Aneeah," after drinking: " EI 
Hawiif," after washing; or" Naiman,'.!-after rising from sleep; which 
was _given to me by everyone of' the party, individually, and re

.... rnea to them by the usual answers in the same way. 

"J'ai Iu que It's Europt..:ens ODt 8a\·amment recherche: Dum inter nllturalis Jcbiti 

at ~jugali8.officii egerium liceat p88.llere, orare, &c. J'ignore ce que les Mnhomctalls 
apt ~~ sur eette maticn~; moos on m'a aMUre, qu'accoutumc!I a oommencer touteslcurs 

occupadpns par cell mots, Bh:m allah e~ errachhim, Us disent 1& meme cho~te 
co.qj~,~ .egerium, et qu 'auCUD homme de bien ne neglige cette priere ..... -NNbuAr. 

', n...r>r>twink •. f..l..m., "0. p. t3. 



62 ENT~Y OF THE CARAV JtN 

It was thus that lew knew of my being an Englishman, and still 
fewer of my ,not being a Moslem. There were, indeed, some among 
our party, who thought that Mohammedanism was t'" prevaiJing 
religion of our country. They had loosely heard that the Englisli 
we"" not so stul'id II!> the other Franks, in setting up gold and silver 
images in the churches, and perfuming their priests with incense ; 
and they were sure t\!at so brave a nation could not think thaWhe 
Almighty was a vain and w"eak woman, which they think is implied 

• in the Catholic notion of the Virgin Mary, who is worshipped as a 
being delighted with lold and silver, and easily charmed into com
pliance with our wishes, uy seducing odours and sweet smells. 

At El Assr, the hour of a~noon prayer, which ;s midway be
tween noon and,.sunset, the Hadjee and his ,on wished «; go to the 
Mosque, to pray; and I :;ow that they were eviden~c""rrassed 
liow tw,disposc of'me in the interva~_ As we walked together, how
ever, towards the ~fosque itseU: which was uear- one of' the most 
interesting parts of the town, I llUm'd from tliem at the door, with 
an engagement to wa.it f0-t them on the side of the lake, at the brink 
of which it stands, and where I repo:;cd in the shade until their 
prayers were ended. 

This lake, which is callc-d " Birket cl Ibrahim el Khalee~" from 
being in the native eity of that patriarch, " Abraham the Beloved, 
or the Friend of God,'" is filled from aelear spring which rises in the 
south-",";t quarter of the town. Jt then for"", a canal, which is'two 
hundred and twenty-five paces lon~, by twenty-five paces broad; 
and generally from five toinx fL..,t deep" At the west end, where "it 
comnlCnCe8, a room is built to hang over the stream; and at theo.zast;, 

where a smail bridge terminates the greater cana~ the wate;' nul 

into a lesser one, which divides itself into many branches, and is,*~ 
persed in streams throughout the town, for the eonvenience of jill>

nufactories, private dwellings, and pUblic khans .• On the south side 

.l,t. WIU! the birth.placc of Abraham und his wife, a& ~ .. eeveral of ~ t:~ 
who went out together from this city, U r of the Chaldees.-:-See Genuil, chap. xi .v. al~. 
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of the canal is a long ,causeway, the brink 'of which is nearly level 
with the water's edge; and behind it life gardens full of large'white 
mulberry tr",",s, as tall and full in foliage as the largest of our EngC 
b.h elms. On the opposite Ride, the ca~ern half of the northern 
bank is occupied by the grand fa9adc of the Mosl)ue IIf the J'atriarch, 
whose name it hears; and its foundations are washed by the waters 
of f¥, lake, which are a).,o considered to be s .. red to him . • The centre of this ji'l'ade is a square pile of h~lding, from which 
rise thrL'e large domes, of equal .ize, and a lofty minaret, springing 
up from amid a cluster of tall and solemn (,,~pl'ess trees. At each 
end of this central pile, towards the stream, arc flights of steps 
descending to the water's edge, for t4!e ablutions of the ·pious, ea(!h 
Hi~ht (K.'C.'4l)ying the <:entre of tw~ corrcRponding open arc.ades, 
compos~f~eral arches each. The wings are terminatal by two • • 
solid masses of building, perfectly unii()rm in design, ancit com-
pleting one of the most regular edificct' of tIllS kind, to he found, 
perhaps. in Turkey. ' lleyond this, onel extending to the room at 
the west end of the bke, is a large I("rcJen, filled with mulberry and 
fig trees, and having smaller bushes overhanging the water's surface. 

The Birket or Lak~ from heillg considered as consecrated by 
devotion to the Patriarch, 1i'i vi"itpd as well from motives of pi.ety 
as of pleasure, and se)d01~l fail8- to have sp.veraJfparties on its hanks. 
Like the one of El lled,;wee u,t Tripoly, on the coast of S}ria, this 
is filled with an incredible number of fine carp, some of which are 
two feet. in length, and of a p~K>rtionate thickn,,,,,. As the water 
in'which they float is beautifhlly tran.pailent, they are seen to great 
adV8ll!ng(~ ~ and it i~ an act of charity, as well as of diversion, for the 
",jiito~ there to purchase vegetable' leaves and scatter them Oil the 
.u~ by whidl the fish-are collected literally in heaps. As they are 
"'ri\ldden to be caught or molested, they multiply exceedingly: and 
I. ciirturnly do not exaggerate in estimating their present number 
throughout the whole of the canal, and smaller stream, at twe\lty 
thousand at least; and their numbers are constantly on tlle increaSe, 
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it being regarded as a sacrilege of Ille most unpardonable kind, for 
anyone to use them as food" 

There are some other delicious spob< in the nei~lIbourhood of 
this beautiful Mosque, i¥. shady walks, gardens, and open place. 
bordered with tree~; particularly near another fountain and lake 
close by, ca\led "Ain el Zilgah." In the nirket el Ibrahim, both 
meo "amI boys were .-imming. some of whom performed that exer
cise well; and in the lesse:'lakc of Zilgah, we surprised a party of 

• females bathing. The real and unaffected chastity, both of the 
Hadjt..'C and his son, or at least their prudent exercise of it in all 
their puhlic deportment, occasioned them to turn instantly aside, 
and obligt.,"fl me to follow thellle;~hough we might have enjoyed this, 
picture of natuJiil beauty uno~rvcd, and without ilistUl;hing for a 
moment the supyosed seclusion of' those who had cholin ,*S retreat. 
• T4.c Lake 0" Zilgdh, as clear as the finest crystal, had it, sur
face unagitated by the sli~htest hreath of air, the calm that rei~ed 
becoming still softer and more balmy as the !?\'ening r,IOsed. Along 
its borders were fun and verdant bushes, which overhung its waters, 
and cast at once a refreshing fragrance ami a welcome shade around. 
These interesting combinations formL.oU as fine a scene, either for 
poetry or painting, aN any of the fountains of Greece could have 
done, though all theol\aiads of the stream harl been conjured up to 
aid its pff'Pf·f.. 

There ill (',"cry rea.!l(m to helieve, that" ablltinence is a relic of ~e apclent 
!!upentitiotl of til{> country, which taught men to worship Dagon, or VenuSt under· the 
fonnuf (l fi~h, and, consequently, to abstain from eating their God. It was !IOrDt.'w~cre in 
Mesopotamia., that VenulI, flying from the "iolencc of Typhon, was mctalllorphO&Cd into 
a . fish. See Mal,jIius, .AstrnrwTi1. iv. Selden de Diis SyriiR, 8yntagm. ii. c. 3. .. Ti_ 
mebant,'" ~y!! Sddcn, .. n{~ liibi mCllJbra. IIi animalihull lrisce Vescerentur, a vindicta Dell! 
iDtUlllefJCeI'('lIt, ulceribus I!C&terent, aut tabe con~umcrentur. "_Ibid. Cicero, de ""at. 
Dwr~ ili. and Xcnophon, .J.nab. obscrve, that the ~upersti~1 iI~abitanill of ~'! 
countrietl enumerated fishes among their gods; and Clemens, quC?ted by Selden, re:
nua,pS; 8lleeringly, that the Syrophamicians paid no less wonhip to their filth than' to 
Jupiter Eleus. -
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We went from thence to an enclosed 'Cemetery, called alop 
Ibrahim cl Kaleel, part of which was ovetOhung by the rocky cliff's ·of 
the eminence.n which the castle stands, and the rest darkly .haded 
hy the interwoven branchet-i of tree~, liter~y impervious even to 
the mid-day sun. Besides many dervishes, both'at praye", and at 
play, with chess-boards, shells, &<:.1 there were also several partie!-l 
of fem.ales, most of whom werc unvei1ed, as in IIil retreat too Na(.'reU .. 
to he intruded on by men. We turned as abruptltfrom tlus a< we 
had done frOln the fonner s<:enc; and after haltillg at some off the 
<:oftce-houses ill our waYI we returned to OUT (:hulIIhers in the khan. 

We tound here in waiting it Hen'ant of the Patriarch of the 
~riau church, who came to cOllgratulitc mc, in his master's name, 
011 my arrival at Ol"fith, and to say t~t, having- bee .. informed by 
letters frort ~leppo of my intended pa. .. sagc thi!oi wa]', his .Reverence 
was desirous of' seeing me at his couvent. 

I ac.:cordingly u('colnpanied this mall to the residence of his 
master, towards the south-cast " quarter of the town, to which the 
dmrch and the buryillg:-ground of' the Christians is attached, and 
which is ~mrrounded dliefly by Chri!oitian flweJlinb7S. On being shewn 
~lP into his rooUl, I was received hya llliddle ... 'lhrOO. personage, of more 
natural tranquillity than aif«:'''Cul(1 ~ravity of appearanC'c, who did not 
move from his place, as is llsllal OIl the cntry ot- a supposed equal, 
hut desired me to seat myself ~)positc to him. His conversation 
was i1"1 so Iowa tone of voice that it was with difficulty' could 
understm,,\ it, although we wW" not te~ feet apart: it turne'" 
-Chiefly on news, and the stau~ of atHlir!o' in general; for, he-asked. 
about.chilla, the New World, and the eountry of the Franks, all in 
a breath, and ~cellled more ignorant of them all than any Arah [ 
had yet fowld. 
~ e were soon relieved foom this, by the entry of a Cawass, or 

silv~r.4ick hearer of the Motesellem, the Turkish governor of the 
city. yery gaily dressed as a Moslem soldier. My surprise was ex
cited, when I saw him kneel and kiss the Patriarch's hant!, until I' 
was told, th"Hhough OIlC of the Motesellem'. persollal g~d .. he 
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was known, ,and avowed as a Christian. TIlls, and a similar instance 
at Tripoly, ill Syria, are the only ones that have come to my know
ledge, of Christians being allowed the same privile!!"s of dress as 
Mohammedans, even wqcn in the actual ~rvico of the governmeftt. 

Soon afterwards, tne priests began to assemble, all of whom 
kissed the hand of the Patriarch, raised it to their foreheads, 
and then kissed it again a second. time. Some of thelll, when,thcy 
approached him.' even uncovered their heads,4n act of reveren
tial humility not paid even to sovereigns in Asiatic countries, and 
observL'<l by the Christians of the East only to their bishops and 
their God. There were but two of the whole number who 
could speak. Arabic, they Jwing chiefty from the north of Asi!, 
Minor, thougl!:most of them;i!xcept the Patriarch ~im",!lf, had p<'r-
formed their pilgrimage to Jerusalem. . , 

At sun-set, we ascended the terrace, where we enjoyed an 
extensive amI eomruanding prospect of the town, from a new point. 
of view, in which it looked still mo~ interesting than lief ore. \\' t 
saw from hence many of the inner courts of Christian houses. with 
the females unveiled; among whom, one peculiarity was pointed 
out to me, namely, that while virgins, they wear a red cloth of cotton' 
over their head, to distinguish them from Moslem girls ~ but, that 
when they become mothers, their having borne children entitles 
them to the !iamc privilege as the women of the country, and from 
thenceforward they wear white J~uslin, as is done by Tlirkish 
females. 

1 had been so pres.ed to remain the night here, that it would 
have been an ill return for my host', kindness to refuse, ao .that I 
sat dO"l1 with the rest to supper. Previous to the meal, a small 
plate ·of fried fish (stolen, it was admitted, from the Birket el 
Ihrahim,) was placed Wore us, of which all partook. Ra,i<~, 

. -" 
or brand V distilled from dates, Was then served . from a rude 
il\lage of'a bird moulded in clay, . the stream being' nlade ·to .ioo.ue 
from its mouth, and each of the guests drailk fromteu .to"t~Y!' 
china q>lfee-filJlS of this strong spirit, b4;{ore supper b'ellll!k;;1n 
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serving the Patriatcil, the same reverence was sbewn to him as had 
been done below. When the cup was given to him, or when it w:is 
taken away, when his pipe was preaented, or when he willed his 
mouth with a napkin after drinking, hi. h~d Ivas invariably kissed 
by the priests who attended him. 

Our supper was composed of aeveral good dishes, and a bright 
moon was the lamp by which we ate. Tow~rds its close, a canno~ was 
discharged to announce the execution of a .Janissary, that mode of 
proclaiming. their death being an honour reserved for their cla1s, as 
beheading is for the 'nobility in England, while inferior persons, not 
belonging t.o this class, are here sent out of life without such a forma
lity. One of the priBlts having unfeelil~gly exclaimed, "~Ah ! there is 
another child o~th,' devil gone to his father's bosom," was followed by , 
several others, saying, "AI humd ul IlIah," or" Thanils be to God;" 
and all prayed rather for the destruction, amI utter rooting out of 
the Turks, than for their convrsion to a purer faith. In this the 
Patriarch did not actually Join, nor did he, on the other hand, at all 
rebuke it. It led to a conversation of the most fanatic and blood
breathing kind, in which they seemed to pant only for an occasion 
to persecute their OpP!l~ssors with more than tenfold return for in
juries received. 

From the library of the Patriarch, a sort of General History was 
then produced, describing in one volume the leading events of 
the world, from Adam down to the first taking of Jerusalem by 
the Mohammedans. This was,nitten in the Arahic language, with 
the" Syriac character, and called therefore, "Gurshoonee;" as the 
Arabit: and Syriac are distinct languages, having ea(:h a distinct cha. 
iilCter, while in tins dialect they are both mixed together. From 
this .book, some horrid details were read of the cruel ties practised 
on ',jre Christians, and it was then asked, "What' if the occasion 
offiirs;' shall.w~ not revenge ourselves ?" I answered, that the head 
of that religion himaelf had oai~ to his followers, "Bless them 

· ~t ~te you, pray for them that despitefully use fOu;" 'and, 
'''if tbineeneniy smite thee on the one cheek, turn to him the other, 
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or if he e ay thy cloak fioOm thee, giv unto him ~y coat 
also. of them knew th ges of . pture w enough, 
but . d y applied only nal injuri and not to those 
infticted on the cause theU' holy firith; an interpretation which, 

II 
ho ever ingeniou served onl to prove how pre-emi ent are the 

. rigs of our nature over doctrin and precep in nded to coun
ract them. 

Th remainder. of our evening was pa d in theological dis
pu as b' ter they could well be, though ~een members of 
the same church, and on point held to be unimporta.nt." merely 
appertaining to faith doctrine, unifonnity in hi h i con i
dered far 1 tial than in remonial rites; for all w con i-

4 

dered by . party to orthodox Christian who, made the (TO 

and took the sac oot in the same manner with t m Ives~ how-
ever much they might differ from them in other respects. 

.. 



CHAPTER V .. 

HISTORY ND DESCR~PTJO OF ORF II-THE EDESSA 01<' THE GR EKS, 

AND TlIE UR OF THE CHAT.DEES. 

I ENJOYED a night of delicious rest, in a clean bed d clean 
~nen, with the additional luxury of being undre ed, and free from 
tormenting vermin; as we lept on the highes erra of the house, 
in the open air, while the priests reposed below. 

Our morning pipe ~ smoked beneath a fine pomegranate tree, 
.UlDDt twenty f; t in hO ight, in th middle ·of the court. It rich 

1 y leaves, contra ted with th fin scarlet flowers of the 
b . ng from their tern looked fre and beautiful; and 

vi . ted by of hich th~re were a 
88 familiar as the 
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During the remainder of the day, my leisure Was employed in 
arranging the notes which I had made to guide my inquiries in 
this town; and, after this, in visiting thos<' parts of it which I had 
not yet seen, and completing the examination of it; in the course 
of which, [ met every where with civility and respect. 

~rfah is conceived, by all the lcarnM Jews and MohammeWrs, 
as well as by the most eminent scholan. among the Christians, to 
have Ix",n the Ur of the Chaldees, f~m whence Abraham went 
forth to dwell in Haran, previous to his heing called from thence, -by Sod, to go into Canaan, the land promised to himself, and to his 
seed for ever.# The Jews say, that this place is called in StTipture 
Ourcasdin, that i8, the Fire of Ch.ldea, out of which, say they, (;od 
brought Abraham; and, on this account, the Talmudists a/finn t.hat 
Abraham was here cast into the fire and wa.< miraculously delivered.t 

This capital of the country between the Euphrates and the 
Tigris, the Padan'Aram and Aram Nahraim of the Hebrews,t the 
Mesopotamia of the Grceks,§'and the Paradis., of the Pocts,1I re
ceived, from its Macedonian (,'onquerors, the name of Ed('ssn: and 
an abundant fountain which the city cndosed, and ".lIed, in Greek, 
Callirrhoe, communicated this name to the city itself'. In later 
times it wa. call.'" Roha, or, ,,;th the article of the Arabs, Or-rhea, 
amI by abbreviation, Orha 

D'Anville thinks, that this last name may be derived from the 
Greek tenn sib'1lifying a fountain; or, acconling to another opinion, 
it may refer to the foundcr of this city, whose name i. said to 

• Genesis, c. x:. v.3, and ,JO!Ieph. Ant. Jud.!. 1, c. 6, H. 5.-" And Terah took 
Abram his lIOn, and Lot the son of Haran, hi~ lIOn's lIOn, and Sarai his' daughter-in-law, 
his &on Abnm'. wife, and they went forth with them f'rom Ur of the .Chaldeea. lIIt-' ~ 
into the land of Canaan, and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there." 

t Pococke, vol. j. p. 159. 
t GefteSil, c. 28, and Josephus. 
,§ From ~ medius; and 'IrOT~, 8uviu~. 
n Mllom. J"'Ma4Ue CM. 
~. ·Cellari .... Ge<w...,,4i<e ..lnfiq., lib. 3, c. 16. , 
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have been Orrhoi, now retained, with some little· corruption, in Orfah, 
or Urfah. 

Pococke says, " This place seems to have retained it.<; ancient 
mime, as many others have donc,-Edessa being the name given to 
it hy the Greeks. However, the name of this city seems to have · 
bL'en change..! in honour of the Kings of Syria, of the name of An
tio@hus, and to have been called Antiochia."t The famous fountain 
of Callirrhoc being here, distinguished this city from others by th" 
name of " Antiochia ad Callirrhoen;" and there are medall!to whidl 
were struck with tltis name, though, if it had not been explainetl by 
Pliny, it would have been dillicult to know what place was meant.j: 

Niebuhr, however, observes, that the Turks still call the distrid • here, El-Rohha ; because a city of the same name, which had bct'n 
for the most part ruined, was anciently the residence of the Pasha.§ 

For myself; I can confidently allirm that it is called Orfah by ,,/I 
the Turks, and by the weater part of the Koord. and Arabs of the 
surrounding country; but Rohha by.a jew of the latter only, and, 
these chiefly Christians. I could meet with none, however, among 
either, who were able to give a satisfactory reason tor the retention 
of this last namc,---<lll of them believing that Orfah was its original 
appellation in the time of Abrah,m's dwelling here. II 

• Compend-ium'1 Anci.ent Geography, v. i. p. 426. 
t PocockC', vol. i., part i., c. 17, p. 159, folio. 
! "Arabia supradictll habet oppidll EdcRSIllO, qure quondam Antiochia dice-hatu r. 

CalUrrhocn II fonte nominlltam."-l'lin. Nat. Jib. D, 21 . 
. § Niebuhr, vol. ii. p. 332, 4to. 

II. Mr. Gihbon erred in supposing Edessa to have bt.'t!D only twenty mile!; beyond 
. the Euphrab~~, it being considerably more than that distance from the neare8t part uf 
the J"iver in a straight line.-Gibbon's Decline and Fatt, vol. i. c. 8, p. 335. 

~ ~'An~ille says, that Edessa v:..as pl8(.'Cd in the lat. of 36", and atood at the head of 
the··ri\-er Scirtas; the latest authorities make its latitude about 37- 10· N . · 

'This author add~, regarding its name :-" On lit dans Pline, (ed. in folio, tome i. 
p. ~ note 8,:fparlant d'Edeaae en Oaro(me, nunc vulgo crcditur es!IC Orpha, et alin 
ru~ nomine Rhoa: !led veriuA citra Chaborem amnem, cui O~a imposit.l1 est, 
fui.Ue \"d.eram Edessam PlitamllS- Quoiqu'iJ: soit coromun daos'i'usagc vlIlgaire 
d'appell« oette ville Orfa, cela n'eropiche pas que ROn nom pur et sans alteration nc 
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Edessa was thought, even by the eurly geographers, .to be so 
ancient, that in the time of Isidore of' CharRx, Nimrod was named lUi 

1t:o; founder; and the traditions eU.rrent among tht, J.X-"Ople here, at the 
present day, ascribe the building of their castle to that "mighty 
hunter before the Lord." 

Before the C'Onqu .. t of' this city by the ROIII""", it was the capital 
of Osrhoene, an independent kingdom, which ()(,'Cupied the n()rth~nl 
:lnd most fertile part of Mcsopotmllia, and wllO:;(;' inhabitants, 8in<..'C 
the time of Alexander, were a mixL.u race or ( i l'c.!l'ka;, Arabs, Syria.n!;, 
and.Anuenians.- This cal'ita1, which had taken its nnnw of Edes~ 
uuder the empire of the Seleuddes, from that. of' a considerable town 
in Mact.'<.lonia, 8tiH n~t<lilled it uuder its change of' fortlUw. !is a 
Roman colony, when it became, from its position, one of t.hl~ bar
riers oppoS4.,'(1 to the Parthians, and t.o t.ll(' Persians of' the Sassanian 
c.lnmst.y. 

. I t ~'as about the time of Chri,t t1iat it ".,ased to 00 su~ject to 
it!'< OWlI prim·(..'s, as Ah~J1lius is said to have written a letter to J l';;!us, 
declaring faith in him, and ue~jrin~ his prClo!ellC'c to (~ure him of :1 
dis(mse. This same I\h~arus was the last King' of Ed<..'Ssa, who ""'US 

st'ut in chains to ROtnl', about t.i!'n yt.'8rs before the fall of' tht' Par
thian monarchy, when th(~ Roman powt'r was firmly established 
beyond the EUl'hratcs.t 

In the time of Julian the Apostate, or A. 1>. :Iii! , the sect of 
th~ Arians flourished at 'Edefoi..'ia, where they comlllitu~d great dis
orders, filf which the whole property of their church was mnfis
(:at<...(l; the money "jng distributed among: the soldiers; tht' lands 
addt-d t.o the general domain ; and this act of oJ)preHsion aggravated 
hy the most ungenerous irony.:j: 

liOit Roha, 'IUC La dellomina.tion Grccquc, Callir_rluJ(', fui II clonnCe."-D'.An"~,. 

I' Euph1'1lte Pot Ie Trg,,.e~ p. ] 2 . 
• f4 The pulished citiZlmK of Antioch called those or F.det188. mixed barbalian~ It 

wall, however, somt! prai!IC, that of the three di"alectli or the Syriac, the purest And most 

c1t'gant (the Ar:SlClln) WIW spoken at l'Al.(>8S/l." - GiI.olJfm, yol. i. c. 8, p. 336. . ., 
t Gibhtm, v . i. r.. B, p . .m. 
! U I IlheW myself," MY. Julian, " the true fdend of the Galileanft. Their admj~e 
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It is asserted, that Ed_a was re-edified, A. b. 545, by Justinian, 
the great builder of churches to Saints in the East, and during his 
reign was called, after him, Justinopolis. It was probably too the 
Antoniopolis, a dty of Mesopotamia, mentioned by Ammianus Mar. 
cellinus, and so ealled from the assassination there of Antoninus Bas· 
sianus {;aracalla. This son of the Emperor Severns-who killeu his 
brother Geta in his mother's arms, married and lived publicly with 
his own mother, slaughtered some thousands at Alexandria, for 
jestingly calling him an mdipus and his wife a Jocasta, and at· last 
assumed the name and dress of Achilles, prodaiming himself Ule 
conqueror of provin<~es which he had never seen-was assassinatL'<i 
at Ed~ssa,.,by Macrinus, A.D. 217, in the forty-third ye.rofhls age, 
and, 011 his body heing sent to his wife Julia, she also stabbed her
self on the spot.' 

III the early ages o( the Church, Edcssa was famous for the pos
scssion of a certain ilnagc, thougllt to rcpres('nt the genuine features 
of the Son of God, and held up as the Palladium of thls honoured 
city. After a long illlpl'isonll1cnt in a niche of the waH, where it had 
lain in oblivion for five hundred years, this im3j;c was relea~d by 
a bishop, and present,,(1 to the devotion of the people. Its first ex
ploit was the ueliverance of the city from the arms of the Persian 
Chosroes Nushirivan; and it was soon revered, as a pledge of the 
Divine promise, that Edessa never should he taken by a foreign 
enemy. It had been exposed on the ramparts during the hattie;, 
and the final delivery of the city from its enemies was attributed 
to its influence; after which, the image itself was Dot only preserved 
with ,",spert and gratitude, but hymns were even addressed to it ill 
the full cnoir of the chureh.t 

law J4mi8ed the kingdom of beaven to the poor; and they will advance with more 
ditige!lCe ~ the paths of ,·jrtue and salvation, when they are relieved, by my assistance. 

from t:be I~ of temporal possc86ions. "-Giblxm. vol. iv. c. 28, p. 129 . 
• 'Lempriere'8 C)as~('al Dictionary. 

t ~G:i~, V91. ix. c. 49, p. 119.- Tbe fallen fragment:; of another acltbrat.cd image, 

L 
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Toward the close of the fifth century, the heresy of the Nesto
rians was received in the church of Edessa, .ner it had "been driven 
from Ephesus and Chalceuon.-

Although EdCllSa had for a considerable period f( .. isted the 
Persian force, it. at length became involved in the common ruin ~ 
and aner being relied on as the chief protection of the city for three 
hundred years, the " Palladium" was yieldcd to the devotion of 
Constant.inople, for a ransom of twelve thousand pounds of silver, 
the redemption of t\\"o hundred Mussulmans, and a perpetual truce 
fo< the territory of Edessa.t 

It was in the reign of Heraelius, or about A. D. 637. thut the 
Saracens, under the second Khalif Omar, <:ompleted the conquest of 
Syria and Mesopotamia, when the walls of' Edess. and Amiru~ of 
Darn and Nisibis, which had rcsistt'cl the arms and Qngines of Sapor 
and Nushirivan, were levelk-d in the uust.t 

• It again reverted to the Christjall~. however, some centuries 
afterwards, when naldwin, one of the celebrated heroes of the first 
Crusade, fouuded there, in the ycar lOlli, the fil"llt principality ofth .. 
Franks, or Latius, Which subsisted fifty-four yean; on the wcst"rn 
border of Ml'sopo!'1mia.§ • • 

tht: ColOflsus of Rhode~ werl' sold to a Jewilih merchant of Edessa, whQ iii /laid to have 
laden rune hnndred camell! with the weight of the hrass.-VoL h:. c. 51, p. 425 . 

.. Gibbon, vol. "iii. c. 47, p.3:39. 
_ t Tbe pnuient Frllnciscan, Pagi. in his Criticism, reCURS tn determine. IiBY' Gib
~, whether the Image of EdC!lflll now reposes at Rome or at Genoa; but ita: rep:~ 
IS inr,iorioulI, and this ancient Ohjl-'Ct of worship is no longer famous or fubinnable.- . 
Vol. ix. c. 49, p. 122. 

• In the mutinies under the reign of Maurice, when the..:ampa, both o¥urope and 
Atria, were agitated with fre<luent and furious scditionll, the enraged IOldiera of Edetl8& 

p:ll'8ued with re))rOflChe.$, with threats, with woundlo, t~eir ~b~g geneT; they 
onrtllrned the statUeR of the emperor, cut stonet! agatntt thH 1II1taCulou_. of 
Christ, and either rtjected the yoke of aU civil and military ,1&"., 01' subltituted a dan
gerotIlI model of voluntary .ubordi~tidn.-Vol. viii. c. 46; p. 105. 

t Ibid. vol. ix. c. 6f, p. ti'j,. § Ibid. vol. xi. c ..• P. .s.. 
It "as during the exiltence of this principality, that the Count. of Ede-.·'fnM:a 



HISTORY AND D~SCIUPTION OF ORFAH. 75 

It was then subjected to it. present possessors, by the arms of 
Z"4'gi)i, the soU of Ascansar, a valiant Turk, who had been so avow
edly the favourite of his sovereign Malek Shah, as to have the sole 
privilege of .tanding ou the right hand of hi. throne. Zenghi gave 
the first pledge of his valour against the Franks, in the defeat of 
Antioch. Thirty campaigns, in the service of the Khalil' and the 
Sultan, "",t;lblislwd his military fame; and he was invested with. the 
oommand of MOllsul, as the only champion that could avenge the 
cause of the Prophet. The public hope was not disappointed: 
after a siege of twenty-five days, he stormed the city of Edessa, 
.lId recovered frOIll the Fmnks their cOllquests beyond the Eu
phrates.· 

This event is variously fixed in the years 1142--1144; and thirty 
ycars afterwards, Salah-e1-din, who had first come out from Armenia 

whom the Courtenay family of Francf', and now of England, are descended, first arose; 
although a l~rcnch knight of some opulence first founded the Castle of Courtenay. 
about fifty~six miles to the south of Paris. Froill the reign of Robert, the. KOn of Hugh 
Capet, the Daron!! of Courtenay arc consJ)icuou~ among the immt..'(liatc vwsals of till' 
crown; am) J oscelin, the grandson of Atho and /l. noble dec, is enrolled among tht' 
heroes of the firllt Crusade. H e lx'Camc nttadll'd to the stnndard of his cousin. Baldwin 
of nruges, who was the set~()nd Cuunt uf Rde,,;sa; nnd lifter tllt' ~eparturc of his cousin. 
Joscelin himself was invested with the county (If Ede-;.-, on both sidC!:l of the Euphna.tes. 
After Il holy 'Inufarc of thirty years, in which h( ~ WH..'I alteruatr.Jy it conqueror-and a ca~ 
tive, he died like a soldier, ill II. horfle_Httt-f. at the head. of his troop:; ; beholding, with 
his last glance, the :Right of his Turkil;h invader~. Hi~ son and SUCCCl!80r, of the IIllII¥ 
name, while l'1ljOying tbe peaceful luxury of Turhe:l!lE'l~ in Syria, neglected the defeilf. 
of the Christian frootier beyond the Euphrates . and it was in his absence from it that 
Zenghi, the tirst of the Attabegs, bcllieJ.,red and stormed his capitnl, Edessa, and drove 
,Courlen'tf,iumsdf to end hi~ daYIi in the rri!lOIl of Aleppo. The Countt.'8s Dowager of 
Edes8A retired to Jerusalem, witb bel' two children: the daughter, Agnes, became the 

mot~iii~ a king, the 9011, JOIOClin the Third, accepted the office of Seneschal, til(' 
~, . kingdom, and held hluaew estates in Palestine by the liervicc of lifty knightt;. 

·,-.Hit.me appcare with honour in all the transactions of peace and wnr, hut he fillllly 
vaniahell in thR fall of Jerusalem; and,the naxoe of Courtenay~ in this branch of Ed£ssa, 
was lolIt by the m&rrlage .0£ hi. two da~hter. ;;'th a Frendt and a GerUlall baron.

. GibI>oot,,_.iJ<, c. 61, 
• Ibid. \'01. xi. e. 59, p. 122. 
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and to whom Nour-('(l-<lin, the Sultan of Syria, had confided the 
government of Mt'SOpotamia, Syria, and Egypt, rendered hilllllllf 

master of Edessa." 
The early travels of the Jewish Rabbi Ilenjamin of Tudela; 

which were eommenced in the year I J 73, mention I~des~a under 
the name of nokia, which would seem to. he a Syriac corruption of 
AntibchiCl. a name it is said once to· haYl' borne.t The whole of 
Mesopotamia. is called by this traveller the Land of' Sennaar, as if 
intended for the Shinar of the Seriptun·" t Dakia, the' ancient 
Chaln~, i~ spoken of by him as the commencement of this land, 
and is said, in his day, to have had many .Jews there, with n s~na
goguP, built hy Esdras tllC scribe, on his ri.'turll from llabylon. This 
is un~U<'stionahly the Orfah or Rahhah of th" present day ; .,id if 
any doubt remained on the subject, it would he set at ,rest by. the 
fad of Benjamin's describing Hharran, tht· ancient residence of the . . 
Patriarch Abraham, as only two day!'!' journey fr01n thcnee.§. 

In the thirteenth century, during the invasion of Wt.·Htcrn ~sia 

by the l\1ogulto; or Tartars, from whom the Turks of Con~tallfinople . 

arc <Jesccndcd, Ed»sa was sacked hy tbcm during thn'C wh?le 

• D'An\'iUc ~ur rF.uphratc ct "Ie Tigrc, p. U. 4to. Paris, 1779. 
The!;(' I'C8ttem.i notie('.~ respecting Edes.'i08, or Orfah, having helm cOinpiled with 

liOmc cart.'; arl' nuw gi\lt:1l in a cunllt'Ctt.'ti and chrollologicnl order. fur the purpoAC of 
filling up tht, intt:rval UctWt"Cli its !lCripturaJ (lull its prcSt:nt contliti')II, hy the intemlt~ ... 

• "iatt: links of its historj' in tht, middle Hg'es: especially as Orfah, or Ed(:ssa., is one of 
~e citic~ of Ilu· East , or which Il'RS appears to be popularly known by readers of the 
I'f('ll€O( day, than aoy~other that can be named. We IIhan' i'IOOIl J,Q.;~ bowevcr, 'trom. 
ft'fiearch to d~ription. : 

t Indepcildltllllucnt du nom d'Edt"!lSf', cctte ,·ille uurnl! pris sous.lell tleucides Ie 
nom d'Antiodlt'. (Pniyhe, Jih. 5.) Quoique, ", .. lim i('s auteurs trc!I graves, cp!Jlme on 
verra par la .\iuite, la meme denomination soit appliquee a Nisibi" pluil~ulee en 
Mcsopotrunic, Ie temoign~ de PUne (lih, 5, c. 24) n'est point equivoq~' :tt"faveur 

·d'Edell8e. 'EtICIIM,' dit-iJ, 'qul:e quondam Antiochia vocabatur, Callirrhoen it foote 
nominatam.'-D'.A1U!ille 8].I:r rEtJ,phr~e et fc TigTe, p. 12. ' . : 

! This land, howeve:, was 80uth of Nine\'ch, and not fclrorn BabyJon, 0$ may'~ 
&eeIl in Gene!!i:J, c. x. v. 10--11. 

§ Benjamin de Tudele, in :Bergero~'!i Collection. 
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days; and two centuries afterwards, suffered e4uaUy from the 
a1lJlies of Timur Beg, or Tamerlanc.* 

The changes which it has undergone since that period are not 
easily to be traced. The earlie .. t notice that I have met with of 
Ec.l.essa, in comparatively modern works, is that contained. in the 
Travel. of De lIait.on. It is there caned Rohais, and is said to he 
a city of the kingdom of Abgar, to whom was sent the image' of 
Veronica, then at Rome.t This city is named, with the Euphrate" 
as the most western houndaryof ·.Mesopotamia, and close to Harran, 
the country from whence Ahraham was caBcc.l.t It is, therefore, 
undoubtedly the Rahhah of the Arabs, and the Orfah of its present 
gov~rnors, the Turks. 

In the year 1644, it was passed through by Tavernier, on his 
way from Aleppo to Ispahan. He says of it, "Orfal! is the capital 
city of Mesopotamia, puilt, a. ... they say, in the place where Abraham 

• lived, and where stood the ancient Edc.,a, where the !,,-'Ople of the 
co\lntry report t.hat King Abgarus held his court. There are still 
to be seen the ruim; of a castle, from whellce, they add, that the same 
kipg sent to Christ for IVs picturc."~ • • 

In the sumlner of 1738, our own celebrated traveller, P()(~ocke, 
visited it; and, at that period, it seems to have alisen from a ruined 
state to one of opulence-if the ditference be not rather in the de
tails of the narrators than in the state of the p~,ce it.",lf. Tavt'rnier 
had said, '~.Th&walls of the city are of freestone, with battlements 
and towers, l~ut within, the houses afe small, ill-built, and ruillo~i 
and. there arc' several void space!) in the city, whidl makes Orthh to 
look.ra~er ~ke a desert than a nu.·tropolis."n Pococke, however, 

i :Q'Auville sur I'Euphtate'et le Tigre, p. H. 
t"~ the pictures chiefly venera.tt..>d by the early ChristilUls, the must a.mbitious 

. ~ ~ a fraternal relation with the I mage of Edciisa; and such is the Veronica of 
Spain, or ROItlC, ~r Jcru:;alem.-Gibl1", vol. ix. e 49, p. l~: 

: ,. Fro~ Bergeron's Cpllection. 
§. Tnveli -of Tavernier. London, 1678, foli~ p. 68. 
II Tavernier, p. 68. 
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describes it as having a great trade in his time, aod being very 
flourishing; and, on his visit to the castle, he says, " From he".." 
there is a very delightful prospect of the city, the water, the gardens, 
and the plain to the north, which make it, in every respect, a very 
charming pla(~ .• '. . .. 

In the spring of 1766, the Danish traveller, Niebuhr, passed 
through this town, on his way from Bagdad to Aleppo. and it was 
thim in an equally flourishing state, though his s(.'y there was too 
short to admit of his giving any minute detailN of its coJl(lition·t 

. Orfah is seated on the eastern side of a hill, at the commence· 
ment of a plain; so that while its western extremity stands on ele
vated gl'ound, its castenl is on a lower level; and, with very trifling 
variations, the whole of the town may he said to be nearly flat. 
The wall by which it i. surrounded encloses a circuit of from three 
to four miles, and appears to trace out, in its course, an irregular 
triangle; the west side of whi"h runs nearly north and south; the 
southen> side, east-south-e""t and west-north.west; and the third, 
or longest side, on the north...east, connL"Cting the two others by a 
line o( north·we .. t ag.d south-e""t. The length of the shortest of 
these sides is a mile, and the space within is well filled; there being 
few open places In the town. and where trees are seen, they arc 
generally in streets .or C'Durts, or before colfee·houses or places of 
public resort. • 

The town is ·bounded on the west, by modern burying-grounds, 
gardens, hills, and valel!; on the north, by rising land; on the east, 
by a fertile plain, terminating at the foot of a bare ridge of hills; 011 

the north-east, by this same plain, extending to an horizon likf, the . 
sea, where it runs into the sandy desert; and on the .80l!th\'est, by 
a high hill, nearly overlooking the town. and crowned with ~ walls 
of a ruined ca"tIe. The hOUBeS are all built of .stone,,a~ are 
of as good masonry, and as highly ornamented, "" those of A,!eppo, 

,IIJ! ~ • Pococke, vol. ii. p.,:1, c', 17, p. ]60. : f 

• t Thi! outime ground-plan WbiCh he hat! given of the 'dty &eem8 ~ 1Je . ........" '. 
accurate.-Vol. ii. p. 330. 4to. .,;:' .... 
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They 'have mostly a small door of entrance from the street, with an 
open court, and divans, in recesses below ; while tbe uI'Pcr story i. 
laid out in rooms of reception, more expensively furnished, Above 
this is the terrace, on which, in many instances, are raised central 
benches, railed around, so as to forlll' sofas, or beds, as ()(:casion may 
require; and it is here that the morning pipe i. enjoyed, the even
ing meal taken, and the whole of the night pa.,sed, in summer, by 
the inhabitants" The Harem, or the wives and children of the 
family,-which that word strictly means, without reference to any 
number of either,-live here, as much apart from the males ·'as 
throughout the rest of Turkey, generally occupying a .mall suite of 
rooms hy themsp,lves, at the other end of the court, into which there 
is no communiC<1.tion hut hy passing a<:rOS8 that court, and thus being 
puhlicly '"'en by all the inmates of th,' dwelling, 

The streets are narrow, but having a paved ,causeway 011 each 
side, with a central channel for water, and, being more or less on a 
sloping ground, they are b",nerally clean, On the outer door. of 
many of the dwellings here, 1 had observed, ai' at Beer and Aleppo, 
the inscription of "'I';\.. (Mash Allah,) with a jjate beneath, which I 
now learned was a privilege granted to pilgrim. only, The excla
mation itself is one gcneraHy u~d in common discourse, to express 
wonder and admiration, and has here, no doubt, the same appli
cation, The date attached is . that of the~year of the Hejira in 
·which the pilgrimage of the dweller was performed, In com
'menting on this practice, they never fail to compare it with what 
tliey consider the absurd usage of the Christians, who mark their 
ium.. ai ~ies with various fig~~ of saints and angels, to comme
'morate a SImIlar event. " Ours, say they, "IS a confeSSIOn to all 
"'h~rs our dwelling of tbe pious work we have perfOrmed, and is 
ilevii'l",mcealed even from the eye of the stranger, since we are not 
"iiiliilflkd?f the precepts of our Prophet, The emblems of the 
Chri8tian, on 'the contrary, are not to be see.t wben his body is 
~--ed, and then it.i. b!1t., to mew how" inen can deface the 
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beauty of the human form, which came in the perfection <>f excel
lence from,the hand of it. Maker." 

The 'bazars nre numerous and well supplied, and are separated, 
as 1IIIuai, into departments, each appropriated to the manufacture and 
sale afparticular commodities .... The shoe bazar is small, but peon.. 
OO1y neat and clean. being wider than the others, and roofed over 
with a fine arched covering of masonry, whitewashed within, and 
admitting the light and air from without through grated windows at 
the top. Most of the other baziirs are also covered, and are always 
/'rt;h, cool, and sheltered hoth from r\in and sunshine.' Tliat in 
which muslins, cottons, and other picee-p:oods are sold, is (~ual to 
any of the baziirs either at Smyrna, Cairo, Damascus, or Aleppo. 
It is from twenty to twenty-five feet wide, including the henches of 
the shops on each side, which are all fittt..'<l up as divans, with car
pets and cushions: It is, at least, from thirty to forty fcct high, and 
covered in throughout its whole length by a range offibe domes, in 
succession, admitting light and air. by a sort of lant.«n-winclows in 
the roof. 

This ha'''r j. amply furnished with the manufactures of India, 
Persia, and Asiatic Turkey, and with some few Cashmeer shawls and 
Angora .halloons; but English articles, which are held in the high, 
est estimation, are extremely rare. I repeatedly heard, indeed, ex
pressions of wonder, o,s well as r~gret, from dealers in this hazar 
itself, at the failure of the uoual ifflportations <!f British goods from 
Aleppo. Formerly, it appears, there were many English.merchants 
established there, who furnished regular supplies of cl.tho, sha&. 
IooI1B, printed cottons, arms, hanlware,and glass. At this moment, . 
there is not one of these establishments existing; and tile few bales 
of cloth, whieh are to be had from .the ICmaining' Frank -dealers 
of Aleppo, 'We complained ·of, . as being · of a much .. 0....,: qua
lity, and .higher price, . than those the,Y had been """ustomed tAl 

receive. m the ~ Factory at Aleppo oI!ouI!I .... '" again. re
rovediom itade.C,there is little doubtbut,tllat ita trade "eUW 
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be soon as extensi-ve as ever, sinre tbe superiority of British good .. 
of every description, seems to have been better learnt by, privation 
of them, than by their actual use. 

The khans, or caravanserais, are numerous, and some few ex«;el
lent. The Khan Khoolah-Oghle~on the .kirts of the town, in 
which . the merchandize of our caravan was lodged, could accom_ 
modate, in its central court, a hundred camels, with their lading; 
in the stables around it, as many horses, mules, and asses; and, in 
the chambers above, nearly two hundred persons. At the head of 
it, i. 11 good reservoir of waler, replenished by a constant runniJg 
stream, and overhung by a thick-foliaged trc'e, beneath which the 
passengers enjoy the pleasures of water, ,hade, and repose. The 
Khan-el-Goomrook, in which we were lodged in the town, has al. 
ready heen de;;cribed. The chambers below and ahove could not 
be Ie", than a hunured, many of them large enough to admit eight 
or ten persons to :sit at a time, most of them furnished with mats, 
carpets, and ~,hions, and all fl'l!IJling convenient apartments for 
the stranger, during the period of his sojourning here. This khan 
communicates, by one of its gates, with the great domed hazar already 
deseribed, and by nnother "dto with the street. Over this last, is 
$I- mosque, expressly for the accommodation of the devout traveller, 
sinee it i. never visited hut hy those within the khan, the passage to 
it being by Hight. of steps, ascending upwanl. fcom its inner court. 
The stranger is thus .furni8hed Wfthevery convenience he can need, 
without the necessity of quitting the wall. of his abode; as he bas 
.tabling, water, lodgings, and food, close at hand, to be brought to 
mlllo.prepared in any way he may desire; with a house of prayer, in 
which to offer up his devotions to his Creator. 

The mosques that ...., crowned with minarets, and seen from 
~out; amount, in number,_ to about fifteen.1'~~ of Ibrahim 

. eI. KIsaleel has already been . described : it is the most beautiful in 
its exterior, though not the largest; and it is • held in the highest 
_ .,and esteem, from ita. lake teemiug~th the fish therein 
preoerveoUn honour of that Patriarch. -
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The people .here believe, that, even if these fiBh were taken, no 
process of cooking would make .ny impre.sion on their bodi .... or 
render thein at all fit for food. On my first hearing this, I considered 
it qnIyaa one of the superstitions of the very lowest cla&s, ingeni
ously imposed upon them, re+aps, to prevent their disturbing .. 
SO\ll"re of supply to the tables of the higher oniers of society; but 
iD 8 party on the banks of the stream itaelf, composed of some of 
the most sensible, respectable, and liberal-minded men in the plaoe, 
I./leard this opinion gn.vely re-cchocd from voice to voice, B8 one of 
tile incontrovertible proo£, of the care which the venerable Patriarch 
took of his native city, and of the approbation with which he 
leo¥, down on their labours, to embellish, with spreading trees 
and running waters, the temples which they had reared there to his 
covenanted God. . 

'l ~. 
I could have aSsured them, that, only on the preceding evening, 

I had eaten of some of these fiBh, which had been stOlen from the 
lake by Christians, who thonghlai,t less criminal to ~mIDit. a theft 
than to sup without some of those delicate morsels, to relish the 
arrack, of which they drank so copiously before their supper began. 
Such a disclosure, however, would have brought them into tfVNliole, 
and their religion, perhaps. into persecution-two evils, Cft'Iaiuly 
oot worth incurring, for the sake of undeceiving men in .n error 
of 80 harmless a tendency. " 

The largest of the mosques 81; Orfah has .\, square steeple, '8I1d 
t.his form is also repeated in one of the emaIler ones; at tile: top of 
which ....., open double windowsm ~h fRee, B8 in the square 
towers .r the Hauran; the divisionbeillg here made by CoriDtllia.n 
columns, which would seem to mark it B8 an early Christian work: 
The general for.m; however, oftheminaret, is circular, with a gallery 
of open ~ work near the .tep,and the summit ia cro"ned by a 
pointed cone, surmounted by the crescent of tIoI> faith. .. 0" many 
of. thetre, a luge b~ds its nest of;.,oo. udbuabes,to the ~ 
of the head ofumalltree,and often as large aathewllole<htJlt • . 
of the minaret ·itself. It is I8id to be a .. bird oi ·purge, "Ii8Iin$ 
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here in · spring to breed its young, and remaining during the 
summer; when, in winter, it goes away into a southern and wanner · 
clime, either into the Deserts of Arabia, or to some region IItilI 
more remote. It i. called, by the people, .. Hadjee Lug lug;" ~he 
former, from its making a yearly ~mage and bnilding chiefly on 
mosques; and the latter, from the Sound made by its broad and heavy 
.wings when flying. I had seen the bird itself ordy at a distance, 
and from thence judged it to be a very large kind of stork; not, 
however, so large as the immense bird called the Adjutant, whiflt 
mnk.,. similar periodical visits to the banks of the Ganges, and tlte 
lakes of Bengal. 

The hath. of Orfah, of which there arc four or Ihe, 're~ge, 
and 80me are reported to be extremely good. The one into which 
I went, being the nearest to our khan, was spaci!'.us, but dirty and 
badly attended. It is true, that it was in the afternoon, when many 
of the male attendant. were gone; as it is the custom in all the large 
towns for the baths to be open fll<ln1 daybreak until EI Assr for the 
men, and from that time till sunset for the women. On our leav
ing it, the female attendants were already assembling in the outer 
room, preparing the beds and cushions; and at the poreh without, 
were a large party of ladies chattering aloud, and expressing their 
impatience for our removal, that they might be admitted. 

The manufactories of the to"", are confined chiefly to articles of 
the 'first necessity, among which cotton and woollen cloths have the 
pre-eminence in extent of consumption. The first of these are about 
too quality of ooaroe English dowlass, and are used in their origi
nal .. tat<: for the shirts and drawers of men, for the inner !!'lffllents 
of women, and for many domestic purposes. When printed, they 
are .convertible to mere various uses, as they are then made 
into gowns, or outer robes. fur females, shawl. for the ~ and co
veftogs for beds and sofao; and by being printed of a pecrdiar pat
tem,thcy'are used for tl!efronts ofthe large ~ons that surround 
.. 'tUtkiiIh'divan. 

The ~ of printing their cottons is very slow and tedious, 
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arid renders the cloth in that statc nearly donble the price that it 
-bears when white. A number of men and boys were arranged along 

ODe of the upper galleries _ of the Goormook-Khan, seated on the 
ground, and ha"ing be">re them low tahles, perhaps a toot in height. 
Beside each person was a ke~iI containing the ink, or dye, of the 
colour rC~luired. On his left HInd WaH bound a block of wood, of 
the size ami ~hape of a clothes-brush, and the under fa(.'C of this was 
covered with the pattern to be ~tamped, like the printing blocks of 
t~e Chin"" •. Thi" being dipped in the iuk, wa. placed on tIw cloth, 
the left hand dosed into a fist resting above it, and by a blow on it 
with the fist of the rigllt hund, the inlpression was mud~. As this was 
rcpca,.U....J for every colour, and every new form, and not more' than 

., ,~ 

from four to six square inches were printed at a blow, the patterns 
werc, of course, imperfectly executed, and the whole proc(.>fIS very 
slowly pernmned." . 

While ex.amining this manufactory, I represented~ myself as a 

Muggrehin, or 13arbary mercha~r W~() had been in Europe, and 
descrihed to them, as well as I could, the improved method. used 
among us for all these ,operations. Their admiration was very pow
erfully excited, and the director of the establishment made me un 
offbr of a very handsome remuneration, if I would remain a fe~ 
weeks at Orfilh, to superintend such improvements as the mechanics 
of the town might 111ake, under m,y direction. I would have gladly 
accepted it, had I heen free from' other engagement.; .. there is no 
way, perhaps, in,which men can be more usefully employed, than in 
advancing the domestic arts, in improving the labourS, and. in in~ 
creasin~4he comforts of'their fellow..,reatures, of whatever COlJlltry, 

climate, or religion they may-be, Missionaries dispel"1lCd into diiferent 
quarters of the globe for this purPose, would do more in a few y ...... 
I9wards d~jzing and uniting the discordant parts mit, t~ all ,the 
merely reli~ous societies have done .inre theirnrst establishment. _ 

The woollen cl~ made here are of a still~rkindthap, tI,lt
cotton, and about equal to that used in EngIaI.14 ~r sailon> '!'i<!ll!'ii: 
jackets. It Js mOltly brown, from the original colour of..,/he,lV,QU1, 
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though sometimes it is dyed with indigo. IUs used only for tbe 
commonest purposes. 

A few carpets arc made, of a very .good quality j some hair
clotb. for sacks and hags; and silk band.. and t.~pe .. of an excellent 
kind. Every description of sadler~..."d smith's work is well exe
cuted; and the lahours of the rna,!)" and the carpenter are equal 
to those of the largest Turkish cities. 

The cook-shops and coffl-'e-houses arc abundant, in proportion to 
the size of the town. In. the fonner are prepared, mutton, and 
sausages without skins, called kabaub; these lust ure fonned of meat 
cut intu small pieces, which arc first strung on a thread, and then 
wound round an iron skewer, and roasted at the fire. Another kipd of 
food, having a round hall of paste without, and mixed ingn..Jrents 
within, is called koobbc j besides whidl, arc other little pdtes of' 
minced meat. These are to be had at every mome"t ; and at" half an 
hour's notice, a meal niay be prepared, of any dishes one might de
sire, and either eatcn in the cook-shop, or at a coffee-house, a khan, 

" or a private dwelling. 
Among other vegetables abounding here, is a fine large lettuce 

of which people eat at all houl"li of the day. without salt, or any 
other accompaniment; and ip-eks, or onions, in their raiv state, are 
generally served up with meat. 

In the coffee-houses, nargeels, ap instrument for smoking through 
water. may be had, though the 10ng' Turkish pipe is in more general 
use; this last is always furnished hy the smoker, which the nar~l 
is not, perhaps from the ease of ""rrying the fonner. and the incon
veni,,"ce of bearing about the latter. from place to place. : .;p'uring 
all the summer. there is also an ahundant supply of solid ice. hrought 
down from the summits of Mount Taurus, in a journey of a day and 
~gbt, . About an English 'p~>und of this is sold at prcsc~lfor a pard 
or.,. farthing. and is a cheap and healthy refreshment, a~"ssihle to * pOorest'of ~he people: Ieed. milks, and sh~ll)ets of honey. ein
"",non · .... ter • . and. perfumes, are!also made fo; the rich. and furnish 
a great luxury during the heat ,of the day. 1 sought diligently in 
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the ice-shopo for some fragment of stone, Which might have been 
brought down with the snow, for the sake of aocertaining of what 
material the range of Taurus is compooe<i, but could obtain only 
some very small pieces, which ~ere all onime. ,'" 

The fruits of' Orf.h are cbie~y the white mulberry, the quilt'Ce, 
the apricot, the fig, the pistacliio nut, the grape, and the pomegra
nate; the three first of these were now in perfection, and the latter 
'were just beginning'to form. There are neither lemons, ol'llnges, 
nor melons to be seen. 

In the streets arc often trees, beneath the shade of which the 
inhabitants reposo-to take fruit or ice, or a pipe and coffee. Here 
they sing to the stream that runs by, ac" ompanied sometimes by a 
Tnrkish guitar ; or play at ch ... or some other game, and pass away 
their hours in great apparent happiness. . 

The populati~J" of Orfah may be estimated at fifty thousand in
habitants, among whom are about two thousand Cbristians, and five 
hundred lews; the rest being ~ Mohammedans. • 

The Christians are chiefly Armenians and Syrians, each of whmn 
have a separate <:hurch, . and live in a separate quarter; and are 80 

distinct, that, heside. their different rites, their language, and the 
• 

very charaCter in which it is written; are totally unlike each other. 
The Armenian 6nd Syriac tongues are confined, however, to their 
domestic circles and .heir religi'lps duties; for in their intercoUTHe 
with strangers, Turkish is the language chiefly used by the former, 
and Arabic the wngue spoken by the latter. Both the Christians and 
the le~ are met chants and traders; the one moving more frequently 
from,..., to place with carsvans, and the other remainingstati"nary 
itt the bazar.. I could not leamwith certainty whether the Ie .... 
have a synagogue here or not; but shouldof.hink, from their number; 
that they Ptssesoed some place of worship apart fr6rn their dwellings; 

The tramtion of the Image of Edessa, and the story . of Abgaru .. 
800m to be alm~l?rgotten, both hy the cJui8tians and ' Jewli; 
though ' the well, in which was placed tbe letter of. Abgarut "ad:-
dreooed to Christ, is still pointed out. . 



HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF ORFAH. 87 

Among the Moslems, the men dress more like the people of 
Damascus than of .any other town; the large overhanging tarboosh 
is universally worn, and the shawls are generally large, of bright and 
lively ei;\ours, and fringed and.p>sse¥ed . at the ~s and comers. 
'l;he " COlIt of many colours," with the. reversed pyramid on its back 
and shoulders, is also worn here, and the whole of the dress is of 
corresponding gaiety. The only marked peenliarity which I noti",-'Ii 
was, that the sleeves of the shirt, which in other place8 are usually 
cut round (wen at the wrist, have here one side cut away to a point 
reaching long enough to touch the ground. While walking, or 
using the arms in any way, these points are brought to meet, and are 
tied together behind the neck, by which means they keep' up the 
loose outer sleeves over the arm. ·When sitting on the. divan, how
ever, they are loosened, and are then often used as a towel, or a hand
kerchief, to wipe the mouth and hands; though ·It' is still the fashion 
here, as elsewhere, to Carry an embroidered towel for that purpose, 
hanging from the sash, or girdle, ~hind. The women dress with 
white outer robes, and are veiled by a black stiff gauze, which pro
jects several inches from the face, and gives them more liberty of 
air and sight than is enjoyed by those who wear the Constantino. 
politancostume. " 

All classes of people resident at Orfah are extremely subject 
to eruptions in the face, like those which ~ common:at Aleppo, 
but in a much more extensive d~gree. Ainong the inhabitants 
of this place, I did not see one in five exempt from it; while at 
Aleppo, not more than half the population, perhaps, have been 

. . . ~ 
~ by it. Here, too, the marks left by the erupt .. were 
_re numeWUB and deforming, sometimes CQvering the whole face, "n preventing the gI"o,~ of. the beard in particular spots, and 
oljlerwise detracting much from the beauty of the peoe1e, who are, 
in ;~ .other respects, a we~~e and handsome race. At Aleppo, 
thi!I m-uption, or" the WOrm whie,h occasions it, ~ thought to be en
~ Ify the w4'ter, and~. it is concei;;~ to be done by the 

. air ;, both, probably, vaguemeana of accounting for what is blOt 
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impertectly examined into, or known. At Orfah, other ca)l""" may 
contribute to it :-such as the quantity of keo consumed by all 
classes, from the lowest to the highelit; the abundance of raw let
tuces eaten . at all times and SCasollj. without bread, salt, or other 
ingredient; the equal abuse Qtrrulberrics, eaten often in an unripe 
_; and the quality of the water of the Lake of Abraham, filled 
as it is by so many thousands of fish, which must render it less 
wholesome: but which of these causcs may contribute most to the 
evil, it is not easy to pronolllce. 

The government of Orlah is under the Pasha of Diarbekr, who 
pays an occasional visit to it, with hi, troops, and in his ab
sence deputes a Motesellem, or Governor, with a few personal 
gntircls. A. at Aleppo. the gre'dt mass of the people are Janissaries 
and Shcreefs, who predominate alternately, but who were, at this 
moment, both in tranquil subjection to the reigning governor-a 
man personally respected. and feared by all. 

The language of Orfah is mostly Turkish. In the Bazars scarcely . , 

any other tongue is under/iitooU; but Hebrew, Annenian, Syriac, 
Koordish, Arabic, and Persian, are all spoken by their respective 
classes of people. The native inhabitants, 88 far as I had an oppor
tunity of .£eing their manners, in their familiar intercourse among 
themselves, are :well-hred, complimentary, yet perfectly at ease in 
th~ exerclte of their roliteocss, ,and toleraJlt to strangers and men 
of different faiths. 

JUJ~'7th.-· After taking our moriring meal, ill a party of about 
thirty.",rsons, at the house of a ricb merchant, I embraced an oppor
tunity, while they were discussing some affairs ,of business, to steal 
away from their society, and make a visit. to the castle, 88 much for 
the purpose of enjoymg from thence a more extensive view of 
tlie town, as of seeing the ruin. or' tliat edifice itself. . 

> The castle is ~ated on the sumlflit of a long narrow hill of 
rock; ·8D the 8OUth-";CS! of the town, near tb&·Birlret Ibrahim ,e\ 
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Khaleel,lmd the Am el Zilkah. Theascenf to it, on the nort~ 
east, is by a very steep and winding path, scarped in some p'
into .tops, in the side of the rock. The entrance is by an arehed 
gateway, and a paved passage ; .,t t¥ whole of the interior present. 
only a seene of confused .,nns. . 

The enclosed part of this hill is nearly a quarter of a mile long, 
though not more than one hundred yards broad. . It is defended on 
the south and west by a ditch, in many \>ar!.s·full fifty feet deep, and 
about twenty wide, hewn down out of the solid rock, and presenting 
a work of gn.'at labour. On the other quarters, it is 8OOIIl'<l by the 
steeP!le!!S of its ascent. The wall, which rises in some places from 
the side of the rock below, so as to form a easing to it, has every 
appearance of being Saracenic, from the style of its maopnry and 
aquare towers. The rustic work is seen in some partS 01'. it, but 
of that inferior kind which might have been executed m any age, 
except the present v~ry degenerate olle as to architecture, among 
the Turks. ' 

.' The interior, which is nowoccupic-d hy a few poor families ouly, 
presents a scene of the most complete desolation. Tbere'are two 
fine Corinthian columns with their capitals still erect, and tbese are 
seen at a great distance from ' ... v~ry point of view. The JIeople here 
called them the pillars of the. /!/,te of Ninirod's Palace, for 'which 
one ~ay easily forgive .tllem.t T~ey are,,~v1ent.ly, h"",ver, the 
portIOn of some conSIderable Rdlnan edifice, but whether of a 

.:!. This ill mOllt ~h+bly th~ Scirtos of the ancients, ~i.tgh it hardly WX'rc&ponru. 
to t;he description ot this" ,'stream, by J)'Am"il1e. In speaking of the 8i;.tA which 
~de.t ha4 IIlI~ained. ht' I18.Y6, _li Elle cst exposce a un autre Beau que ~ulle Cer ct 
at teu, qui est d'ctre submerg~~" par y.n petit fteuve, qui, .yant ~u des' ecoulcmens de 
q,gt-cinqtorrens, comme Ie 'rappane M. A.MCmani, Be ~pNid dim ccUe ville. Il est 
~ Daiain. en U!lBnt d'up.e'f:erme de la lang~e Syriaquc, qui r{'pood au terme 
~ S~; en Latin, Saltat~ ~o~ Slluteut.'"-D'...4neiUe fUr l'Euph. et Ie Tigre, 
p.}l. 

, .," ". , ,· ,, ~t" 'I'OcQc:ke eayll, there is a tradH:iOn;>' that the throne -or'Nimrod stood on these 
pIUin. :" J.i-:"';~D, how~er, that-Ta!aedane erected. some tro~ -9Il them._Ducr. 
of /.10 EaOi:;,w.'Ii: narl!l. D. 160. roo... • 
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temple, or of80me other building, there are not now sufficient-remains 
left·to decide. These columns lire without pedestals, are -executed 
in good taste, and of a proportion in height that pleases the· eye, 
though · they are upwards of. six fret in diameter. 'A defect · in • their constru<-tion is, that their ,hafts are composed of many pieces, 
t!ach perhaps thirty in number:like so many millstones heaped one 
on another; and from each of these, are left little projecting knobs 
of the stone, as in the Ionic circus and the Corinthian colonnade at 
Jerash. Th~ proportions, however, being chnhie, the Si7.e large, the 
shafts standing without pedestals, and the mpital. of good work
manship, there are, upon the l\'hole, stronger marks of pure taste, 
than there are peculiarities of a defective nature to be seen in them. 
They stand from twenty to thirty leot distant from each otber, and 
had probably a column or columns between them, belonging to a 
portico of which they fonned a part. Th.,hind them, some of the 
masonry of the lower part of the edifi('e to which they belonged is 
seen; this is smooth and good, and is of the kind ge;'erally used 1" 
temples, rather than that found in buildings of state or palooc.:" 

Not far from this, I noticed a portion of a ruined building, with 
many small square and large circular ,,,indo,,'s in its walls, which, in 
the general style of its construction, resembled many of the ruined 
Christian churches in tbe Hauriin, and Was very probably itself an 
edifice offothat kind,. but of a still later age. 

All the rest of the ruins a;'" Mohammedan, the most perfect 
among them being a mosque, with its oratory, and niche of ,prayer 
in the. southern wall, and its windoWs looking out on .doe !Ieep ex
cavat,j,i ditch which surrounds the castle. 

On the north..,ast, this fortress completely commanded the town, 
and before the "Me of' artillery was known, might be considered to be 

• impregnable. At present, :bowever, even if in its original state of 
repair, it would be of no d~nsive strength, as itiil'itself oommanded 
by a higher hill o~e' 80uth and tIOuth-w..&t. . 
, lti·.the cliftlj anl'81oping sides of 'this hillar.,;either the<~t 

burving-placcs of the people of' " Ur of the CJHaIdees," from~ . 
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whom Abraham was called, or the Necropolis ·of the fu>mans, whe" 
tbis was one of the settlements of their widely extended Empire. 
Those having their fronts in the perpendicular cliJf, are mostly. en
tered by oblong square door-wilYs, as the sepulchres of Thebes, at 
Gournou on the Nile; but some few of them are arched, and onc par
ticularly has a large central arch, with two smaller side ones, like the 
usual form of Roman gateways. Those in the side of the hill. below 
are descended to hy sloping passages, like the tombs at Oom Kai. 
or Gamala, in the Decapoli.; and others at Tartoose and LaUkee'!, 
on the Syrian coast. The whole of thetse grottoes m~ amount to 
two hundred in number, besides those noted to the west of the 
town, on the morning of our entering it. 

The exisk'nce of the Rom.in ruins within, and 6f the tombs 
without, furnish great reasons to believe that the site of t1].e castle 
itself was of Roman choice, unless it be carri~>(\ back to the Chal
dean age. The ditch, to the south of it, hollowed down to the 
depth of fifty f~'Ct out of the solid rock, is a wod< worthy of either, 
and one which, however ancient, would be likely to undergo very 
little alteration on a change of' masters. With the castle itself, it 
would not be so. The original ro<,k on which it was first founded 
still remains j hut, except th.~ columns and masonry within its en
closure, a. already described---and, perhaps, some .few fragments of 
work Ilear the hottom of the wall, which may be RomalliOthe whqle 
of the present structure is decidedly Mohammedan. Here, as in 
many other iqstances, the original work seems to have been almost 
entirely destroyed hefore the place was completely conquered; but 
the ,.same advantageous site was again built on, to secure the position 
thus gained. . 

The view of the cityJrom the walls of..tbe castle, spread out, as 
it were, at the observe~'8 feet, is extensively commanding, and ex
:ooe.tmgly beautiful. The minarets of the mosques, the tall cy
:preoses, die domes, the "';'prts of the kh"'jr all have all air of 
'1Jl'MMl.ew- from hence, which they do not possess on a 'nearer view; 
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while the lake of Ain el Zilkah the fimntain of' clrrhoe, and the 
canal of Abraham, seen amid the bowers that surround them, cIoae 
to .tne foot of the rock, with the Corinthian columns and ruined 
walls and arches above, add, to the general beauty of the ,cene, a 
number of' objet,t., all equally classic and picturesque. The town 
looks, Irom hcne"", to be larger than Aleppo can be made to· appear 
from anyone point of view; and is, I should conceive, in truth, 
nearly two-thirds of its size. In general (·.hura.cter, it heal'!" a nearer 
resemblance to Damascus, as seen froni the hcig-hts of Salheah, than 
to any otheAastern town that I remember, like it, the site appears 
from hence to he nearly a level plain, with slight elevations and 
depressions, nnd, on the south-east, it haN a long range of trCL"tI and 
gardens, extending tor nearly two miles in length, with but litth! 
wood in any other direction. 

To the south ... outh.-.t from the castle, i. a road leading across 
a plain, uninterrupted but by a few mOUlu.l13 of earth, until it ter
minates in the barren desert, where the horizon is as lev~l as that 
of the open sea. It is in this diredion that Haran, the ancient 
residence of' Ahraham and Laban with their falnilie .. ispoillted out, 
at a distance of on I y eight hours from this place, . the U r of the 
Chaldet. ... f"-,m whellce . the Patriarch i. represented to have jour
neyed thither.' The .ite is still preserved by a , town of the same 
name; hu~rom its being in the possession of Arabs, similar to those 
of Palmyra, jt is difficult to visit it ex"ept in the company of some 
people of the plaCe. A ruined town and wall are spoken of; 
with the remains of an old castle; hut these are said to he ulUch 
smaller thau t.hose ~ Orfah, by those who have been there, nOf are 
there columns or arches of any kind, according to the same report . 

. Thi. Haran of the earlier Scripturest. is called Charran in the 

'The Theodosian Tables place Char~ at a ditltance of ,twenty..six mil~8 from 
EdeMa, which if! just eight hour,,' journey 1m foot. . 

t And tlley went for*. from U r of. the Chaldees, to go into ·the land of C....., 
and'they came unto Ha1&11, and dwelt there.-Geneail,' c. Xi. v: 31. . . 
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later ones,· an' afterwards, Charr"" Carr"" .,id Carras, by the 
!Wmans.t In the first, it is celebrated as the scene of the inter
esting histories of Isaac and Rebekah's interview at the well, aqd of 
Jacob', serving for Leah and Rachel; events, which are as charae
tenstic of the manners of the Bedouin Arabs of the present day, as 
they were of the people of that early age. Among the last, it is 
chiefly celebrate>d as the scene of the defeat and death of' MarcW! 
Licinius Crassus, who formed the first triumvirate with Pompey 
and Cresar. After crossing the Euphrates in his illarch against the 
Parthians, he was met in the plain of' Ca.rrre by the pJirhian general 
Surena, by whom the !Wman army was defeated, with the loss of 
twenty thousand killed, ten thousand taken prisoners, and the death 
of Crd8sus, their leader.t 

This city must have been in a state of ruin at a very early 
period; for, when the Rabbi Benjamin tmveUe>d through Mesopo
tamia, it seemed to be quite desolate.§ There did not then remain 
a single c>difice standing in the place where Ahraham, our father, 
(says the pious ,Jew,) had his dwelling. The Ismaelites, or Be
douins, however, came there often to pray, as they do now to shelter 
their flocks. II 

On desL'Cnding from the castle, and passing by the lake of Ain 
el Zilkah, I was shewn a small white WOrnl, about six inches in 
length, and the size of whipcord, in girth, which i.-used here 

• The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham when he wai!l in Me!!O'" 
po~mia, before he dwelt in Charan.-Acts, vii. 2. 

t Ccllariu8 Grog. Antiq. lib. iii. c. 14. Me~;opotamia.. Genel'.is, c. xxb-. and c. xxix. 
and .Joseph. Ant. ,lud. 1. i. c. 16--19. 

' '1 Plutarch's LlVt~;;, l. iii. c. 11. Lucan, 1. 1. v.105. Pliny. L v. c. 14. 
§ The-following ill a singulA{ account given uf the IlOrt of masonry obscrvl.->o' in t:on

i!ltTuclling the built\ings of CarrhlC, or Haran, which, if correct, might account for their 
early and total decay :-" At Carrhre, B. city of Arabia, all the walls then.'Of, as also the 
houaes. or the .inhabitants, are reared and built of salt lItonell, and the same arc . laid (If 
mIfIOn'. ~rk, IIIld the jointll clO8ed and saldered by no other mortar than plain water. "-
Pling Not. Hilt, h. xxxi. c·7· . 

II Voyogo,d. Benj&lllin de Tud'"-~n" Conection. 
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CHAPTER VI . 

• 'URTHER DETENTION AT ORF H: INTERIOR OF THE CITY, 

GARDENS, AND ENTERl'AINMENTS. 

• 
JUNE 8.-The business of the caravan being closed, and all the 

purchases and sales, which had occasioned our detention here, 
e«ected, we were preparing for our departure to-nig t, when infor
mayon w' brought us, by some people who themselves been 

bed 0 th road, that. the Beni-Saood, or ahabees, had made 
11C114nii,on to th . nor\hward, and were no encamped, in consi

_lite numbers, by th way. 
predatory were represented to be, in their persons, 

Q.R:.., . .-aner of living, religious tenets, every thing that was 
. tful, and their e ~rdinary mpacity of· 

ir cam Is, Wi' thout food or drink, 


