
FROM ORF H TO EL MAZA . 

would ~ e cused him If for taking' Om me a thi of 
littl ~al . I therefore said it had been gi~en to me by a frieml 
whom I pecte(l; and added, that I ued it so hi lyon t 
account, that I would uff'er my li£ to be taken from me rather 
than part with it. Tbi w ut ~ in a very determi ed t ne, 

only method whi presen itself to my mind, of escaping 
from extortion. It in part, the desired effect; but to compen
sate to the heikh for hi r linquishing all further cl im to it, on 
account of the motiv of my . ating it 0 highly, I was obliged 
to give him anot onl, ngin to the n phew of my host, 
for which I en y thi oung man t 0 hundred fifty 
piastres, or tum him one of equal vaIu at Mardin. 

After beiDg th H y fleeced, e tum to our p, 
fatigued . ch by 'on of the day, by the privation 

. of our us n d the bustle Wi had undergo the 
mid-day sun. w the boy escending 
from the summit of the teep hill, before mentioned as one of the 
eminences of thi post, and others w drivin the floc jnto 
tone enclosures, for their greater security through the night. 

I had, at first, taken these enclosures for the remaining foun
dations of destroyed buildings; but, on a nearer examinatio they 
appeared to be only lfeep-folds, constructed of loose ston with 
door of entra and the encl ing just sufficient y . to 
prevent the animals escaping. ere here, howell 
south- tern· . de of the the po . n of an old DWJCIII~ · 

ts nry 88 of 'ck 
well cemented. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

FROM THE ARA.B CAMP AT EL MAZAR, TO MARDI 

J UN 18th.-The confusion into which all packages had 
llllllJleen thrown, y the ansacki of the preceding day, occasioned 

ming to t them' proper orde , so that it was 
• when we departed, although we had all been 

«U91ng, U the rising of the moon. • 
continued ur ay nort -easterly over the plain, in order to 

track ro whom e had thus . d 
of th ir tribe having n tehed to the c . ef 

............. ~tl1 ... lIIf't.'IA'n_ to • t him with this, aDd to permit us to 
... ety w.t.lluWlt rtio . • 

t I could usual p~ of enca ment of 
·-Melin w' the southern from Orfah to 
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Mardin, and tht.~ more northern route from Orfah to DiarlJekr; 
they had now, however, shifted their position, from a fear of the 
Annazies, \y11O 'VCrt~ much mor~ powerful than thclll SC'lvcs, and wit4 
whom their only mode of warfare would be hy retreating. unlcN~ 
surprised IUHI obli!(oo to fi!(ht. These Annaoies WerE' estimated at 
fifty thousaml horsemen at least, according to the testimony of the 
Beni-Mehin themselves, as well as that of others who professed to 

be intiulately (l<'quainted with their n'sourccg. 
In our progress over the plain on whi('h we now travcJk.od, we 

passed ,",ide tracts of the finest land, producing a high grass exactly 
like corn. Indeed, I did not at first know it to he otherwise, nntit, 
b)' a comparison of it with fuller ears of grain in Rome 80WII 
patch(~s near it, the difference was pcrC(~in~d. EVl'1I at the time uf 
that examination, however, I still thought the first to be wheat in 
its indigenous ~ulte. Excepting only some few :;tony portions, 
where goat .. and sheep chiefly 1ftl, the whole trad w~ one wv,·jng 
field of yellow harn."St, seeming to invite tIl(' sickle; and ill dcared 
patches of this were seen lIot less than five hundred tent...., scattered 
ill group~ of from thirty to fifty each, in different parts of ollr way, 
with large herds of bullocks and hornL-d eattle feeding in this lux1 

urian t pa."itUfC. 

At 8uch of' the tents a~ were ncar our path, we drauk milk and 
coffee; and after an agreeable road of onJy three hours,'in whid), 
however, we were oppressed hy the violent h(!at and the fatigue o~ 
the preceding day, we halk=<I at noon Ilcar a pool of' rain-water, to 
replenish the supply of the caravan. 

OUt· ~jtuat.ioll was in ' itself sufficiently painfUl to all, but it.."t 
effect w;u; iICightem,J to me by the lorlorn situation in which I 
foud myself here, without fri~Jld or companion, servant or inter-, . . 
prefer; -hearing every hour four or- five strange Ianguag"", one of 
which only (the Arabic) I understood, and seeing in every individual 
dOOut me a rudeness and ""lIishness of the mfJ8t repulsive kind, 
however justified it, might have been py the neceasary depen4an& 
of every man on his own exertions. ;; ... t' 

• , 
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I t is true that here no one is superior to another, but by his 
own capacity of enduring hunger and thirst, heat and cold, watching 
and fatigue; and his only safeguard consists in the union of his 
own vigilance and courage with that of others, who arc all strangerl-i 
to him. The contT'dCu.'<i and selfish interest to which this nc'Cc'S
sarily gives rise, the frequent refusal of one to render the least 
assistance to another, where his own henefit is not immediately 
concerned, and the insolence '\lith which those are addressed who 
are thought in any way to delay the general progress, arc constant 
suhjects of disgust and irritation to all part.ies. 

In the evening we were visited by two wandering musicians, of 
the Koordi, or Curd, people, one of whom played on a rude guitar, 
and t.he other sang some Koord songs, which werc lively and not 
destitute of natural melody. We had, at the same time, the follow
ing striking instance of' the frivolous appeals to the Deity among 
the Mohammedans. A man went round the caravan, crying, with 
a loud voice, " In the name of God, the just, and the merciful My 
cup is gone from me :. it disappeared while I prayed at. SUIl-set; 
(and may God grant my evening prayer.) To whoever may find 
t.he same, may God lengtheu out his life, may God augment his 
pleru;ures, and may God bring down aifain. of business on his head I" 
This pompous appeal to heaven, and t.he prayers for good fortune 
to the finder of the missing utensil, were all powerless, howt yer, in 
their dl'ect. The lost cup was not found; and the consolation then 
assumed was, "God knows where it is gone, but it was written in 
heaven from of old." 

A. the Kovrdi inhabiting the hills near us had the reputat.ion of' 
being great robbers, we lay encam~ to night in closer order than 
usual, every man by his' ho...." ready armed and accoutred,' and 
catdnng at. intervals an hour's sleep upon his sword or his spear. 

," Tra .. eUiog in Mesopotamia 5EIe'IllI, e\len in the earliest ages of which we have any 
~ to have been little lese dangerou8 than at present. In the .history of 19ac and 
·.Rebekah, ·nen Abraham sent hill -ohief servant from Canaan °to HarM, to betroth tru., • 
da.rd861, it i8 emd, " It was a conlriderable wJ:tile before the eervanti'. got thither ; for it 
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On dcpartin::t from our :-itat-ion, Wt! wcnt a COUTse of ~t,..south

east. over the plain, whiell waN an alternate i'\'te(~e~SiOll of stony 
tracts, unO fertii(' soil. (:m '('rL'(l wit.h ri(:h I-tTUSI' lIlt(I corn. The 
stonei wt're hla('k, porous, and in t't'l'arate mas~s of f)'om one to 
five hundred pounds weight. abovl' the surfiH'C of the ground, 
resemhlillg in form, thongh lIot in {'oioltr, large lIlaNS('S of NI)(mge. 

Some, indeed. werc t'Cllli-~I()lmlar ahovl' the ('firth; ,-s Jld Wht'TU they 
Wt'TC' hroken (lJl t.he surfitc't', sh(!\\'('(l ('oatiugs of (litfen'lIt lamina like 
the (:outs of an onion, ",hilt· t.he points of ~UI'h ft' \\' rid~('s as thrust 
thcllls('ln's aho\'c the Noii, "TTl' of it HIOTt' solid kind. The n'mark
ahle perii.watiom; which npp<'alnl ill till' g'l'('atcr port.ioll of tlwse 
~tonc~ ,lid 1I0t_ st~t'lH to ot!p('ml 011 th l'ir great.er or ' l'~'i (-'xpo~l1rc to 
the air : for tht' freshe:o;t and hla('k(,~t of tlwllI Wt'rl' a~ full ;)1' these 
:lS the lII()~t deoomposed: ,lIld whclI hrok{'ll, till' interior prt'~(~nteU 

th(~ same appearanec iI~ tilt' part wit.hont. The soil wa~ a fillc 
hrown mould, of a light ('olour, IIPI><ltt'lItl), equal in dt'pth amI 
fertility to that. of Egypt. 

After a march of ahout two houl'~, we r(';U'hcd a hUI')'ill~-pla(!e 

of the tr1he of Hcni.Mdan, under thl' fc)ot ' or a I'Omall hill , 011 the 

sides of which w(-'re I 'nc\osuf('~ of st.olle t()r the ~c(,\lritv of Ho('.k~, 

The graves lH'fC Wl're of a different 1{)fIll fr01ll all} that I had yet 

seen in the country, tieing of the Wiual length ilnd breadth, but 

built, ill a strait waH OJ) all liides up from the ground, to the height 

of seven or eight ted, and then closeti on the top hy a ~cmicircular 
or convex ('overing (If ~t()n e . At eac~1 end rose a small siaL) without 
om'lmcnt or inscription of any kind. 

Ther£ wt:rt: nearly till.y of th""" tomh" but· the princiJmJ one 
was that or Temar l' .. ha, the father of AiooUe, th,' present chief 
oftll.e t,[ibe. ·It con,isu.'<i of WI octab,,;llat outer wall. "Iu:losing 
a&.~"'" court, the ascent to "hich was by a Hight · ~f' steps. 

~II In·uch timl~ to pal!~ through Mt'tIOpotamia" ~ht're it i. tediou~' traveUulg ill 

winwr, for the dt'plh of the clay; and in lIummer, for want of water; awl) bellideH, ' i. 
dangerous, by ft'lllKlO of the robl)t!MclI there commitwd, which are nut to be avoided' by 
travellt!rs, but by caution before IUUld, tI-JOJifFphUIJ, .4ntiq. of the Jew;, b, i. c:; 16. 8. I , 
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In the centre of this court rose an octangular Imi1ding, having 
an open arch in each of it.'i sides, and heing (:overed by a 'l'ell
e}'ecuted dome. Beneath this, stood the tomh of the Pasha, whieh 
presented the appearance of an open grave, the sides hciHg raised 
about a foot above the 1cve! of the sur/hce, anu the central part 
hollow to that dq)tli . ,Around these siucs werc seen the L'Ornmon 

ornament.s of tIll' Turkif'h frieze rcyerseo, as remarked on the tombs 
at Orfah; and at the head of the grave was raised a perpendicular 
stone of the (:01mnon form, containing the ))lollumenL'l1 inscription 
in Arahic, and (~rowned by the high (;ap hct.wt'en the fOfm of that 
worn by thl: Tatars alld that ul'Icd hy the Delhi:.;. III the paved 
court. wit.hout this (x~ntral oetagonal huiltlill~, were two other 
humbler tombs, prohably those of the wives or childrcil of the Pasha 
himself. 

We continned our mardi from henn', going cast-south-east, until 
nearly noor~, when, llavjllg been in motion about eight hours, we 
halted ncar 11 pool of raill-water, ill a IIOUOW of the plain, and close 
to the f()ot of it small round hill cancd Tal .Jaffer. \V c had now all 
around us a level vicw, broken only hy little hillocks; excepting on 
the north, where the plain b'flnJllat.ed at the range .?f hills before 
spok{m of~ as forming the insulatt:d mass, ca . ..,t of Taurus_ This is 

".lleu in Turkish, Karl\i Dag, and in Arabic.lchel d . '\ssw,ul, both 
signifying the Hlack Mountain. It is prohahl{~, from iUi ru\mp,~ that 
it is formed of- the hlack stone so comlHon over all t\li~ tracL 

. 1n the evening, some Yezideeah, as they w{~rc here caned, halted 
at our teHt. on their jourupy from tIle .eastwarll towanls Orihh, and 
took coffee '\·~ th us_ Thesl~ men were very djtft~rent in their 
appearantc from those I had before seen at Orfall; the individuals 
of the present party haviltg round hat:sh features, rt>d cOlnplcxi'UIl~, 

and stiff wiry liai~. ~ They were said, however, to ~~ .. ~~ 
Yezeed:is from Sinjar, so that there must be a variety o'fi c~i'a'l;tcr 

" •• • o · <. ' .~ 
"and race anl~ng .them. Out of the ten that we saw hert', tlicro::A'as 
not one wli"ose countenance did not bear the mark of great villany ; 
such as might recommend them for the execution of allY bloody 

\" 
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purpose, and makt~ them tit and faithful servants of the demon 
whom they were sail) to worship. 

During their 'Stay with m:, they requesteo a letter to he writtep 
in Arahic, by a member of 011r earaVilI'I, which was thctatcd oy one of , , 

themselves alolld. Though the lettt'r ('xtended to ne<lrly fifty 
lines, it consisted t·ntircly of personal salntatiolls from cVt'ry one of 
their party, to a hORt of namc~ among' their frienus, saying that 
they hau <ll'riyC'd saft· thus far, anu. hy the bl(:'ssjll~ (.f God, hoped 
soon to r('turn to them, after a prosperous jonrm'y. Among the 
names rceih'(1. the <:0111111011 Arahic OII{'S I)f(>vailcd, thOllgh there 

werc some that J had neV{'r bellm' tHe'iII'll; the title of ., Cowiil" 
was affixed to more than half of' tlit!sc, illlli was, as ] it'<ll'llt, the 
tiistiJl('tivc i.lppellation of . their pl'i(~~ls, who are said to be aN 

numerous as the rest urtne c011l1lllmitv. . , 

Among the new particulars whieh J heard of this IK'opll', it was 
said, that ill their saerpd hooks 110 H1('lItion is made o( any superior 
beings, eX('t:'pt Sheitiin and Et':-ia, or Satan and .h't'.'.ls ; hut th(,y paid 
to the ibrnwr the higher honour:-; of the two; <IS the)' did Hot 
~(·mplt·· to use tlle name of Jesus, while that of Satan (~(lIIld not. 
even by the most cruel deaths., he extorted from t hem. The 
inteM'iew dcserilwd in tht· GOSP('~s~ where the Devil is said to have 
tempted the MesHiah·; the instan(;cf.; of' his sending whole legions 
of his inferior spirits to torment men, and potisess ht:rus of swine; 
and m<.u:c particularly the oceasioll on which fhe Devil is saiu to 
havc taken Christ up into a h~gh mountain, t.o havc shewn him .all 
the kingdoms of this world, and proniised them to him if, he would 
fall down and worship him ;~rc all interpreted by them as favour
able to the high dignity of· this Prince or lItelek, as they call him .. 
They'contend, that if the assertion of the'Gospel be true, that all the 

... < ., " ' i" . . . 

~s",!f the ".rth are at the disposal,ofSntao, and· the power and 
the gi~'Pt them delivered to him, to give to whomsoever he will, 
he~st he a personage of tp~ highest consideration, and one whose' 
favour all the good kings altd emperors of the ,earth must have 
won; for to /ti,v influence alone do they owe th~ 'posse8Siori of their 
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respectivt~ thrones. This is the orthodox doctrine ill tlH! mountains 
of Sinji-tr : and anyone who shouhl dispute it, would no doubt be 
treated with 1IIu('h the same kind of indulgence that is slwwn to 
SL'Cpt1<'S d:-:ewhcre. 

The Yezl-,<xlis have olle large ehl1rch, somewhere in the north of 
Mesopotamia, which they all visit at the yearly feast; amI besides 
this, there arc man y smailef ones .in their native hills. The brazen 
image of a ('oek is said to he set up in their temples, as an ol~ject of 
adoration ; hut they suffer IUj onc to cuter their places of worship 
except thclJlsdves, and arc a1,;;o ~wrnpulollsly reservl'tl on the sul~ject 
of their rclih"ous opinions, in whic:h parti<:ulan;, as well as i'n their 
1801a1£ .. .>({ situation in It range of lIIoulltains ~oing by their name, 
they Tcsemhle the Druzes and Ncssaric!i. in Syria. Their women 
arc mo~t ea.rcfully (~oi,cealed from Jmhlic "iew; hut I could not 
learn whethcr c.wh man c()nfinctl himself t.o one wife or llot. Bluc, 
which is the uistinetive {:olour of' the Christiall!, throughout t.he 
Turkish elllp~re, is ~tlllli()usly avoided by tlll'llI . They willncithcr . 
sit upon it nor touch it, as they <!ollsider it the· colonr peculia.rly 
sacred to ' Satml Nevt'rtheless~ those vcry Christians, who are 
eompelled to wear this {ll sti"I'glli ~hin~('()10l1r ~ a mark of illferiority 

imposed on dwm by their Turkish ma~tcrs" are, in the estimation 
of the Yeze(-xlis, mnch infen..or to:the l\iohammc(hllls, with ,vhom 

they arc general1y <~t open war.'" 

• 'fhcS(' partkular>l, ItS well as thc Sl' \·crru others already mClltinnNl, and (.neh 
gleaned from.infurmation on the l<pot, nrc strongly corrnborated by the fact s mcntiOllt'J 
in th~ Memoir of l'l~ rc Gl'I.fztmi, already \IU()U~t , amI cspcc;iaUy hy the t wo follov.i nA" 

paragraphs ;-
• u Ces Rcdaircs tll\t I;lll tres-g~and respect pour lell' mOIla-~lcr{'s Clircticns qui son! 

dan", ICllI'II environs. Quaml He · vont Ics visiter, i1s ott'n( ){'urs cha.<;~ure:';'. l\van t 
"(l'.;,ntrer dans I"enceinte, et, marchan.t pieds IIUlI, ils haisent 1& porte t't le's\'lllli,;~, il l! 
croient p,r \i S'astWrcl· la protection,du saint doni Ie cOllv,ellt pont' Ie n9m. ". S'illcur 
arrive, pendant ~'!l~ Inaludic, de voir en rt~'ve tIUei'lll t! Dliinastl'n'. il ~ fIl' ~~t pas .pililill 

gucri~ qu'ib ,,(ni.t Ie visiter, et y porter des ~ifrraedCfi d't~nl..'Cn s. Ill- dn' , de mit'l, '1m ck 
(lue1que aut!"e chose. lis,.)' dcmeurent environ Ull quart c1·llClln·, ct ell hlli ,;cnt· dc 

Dyuveau les murailles avant de Me retirer. lis ne font Ilucune difficult..: cit' bai~r les 
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J UNE 20th.-The moon was now so far mlvanccu. in her wane as 
to yield us little light hcforc the morning, so thnt it was broad day
light before we were <Ill in motion. Our route wm; directed it point 
more soutlwrly than hdim', but the f:lte of the country over which 
we travcll(-'(l was lIt~arly the same, (·{)w:,i s.tin~ of stony tracts, fine 
gras~-co\'~'n'!(l plains, and some few patches of corn-lmHl~ alternately 
succecdiut-{ ~~a('ll other. 

On the ~()lIth of us wms . the Great ])c~('rt, on 'which the eye 
soon became filtigued to look, as it had all the monotollY of a sea
view, without the freshness of its ('oloul'illg, or the. yariety occasioned 
by the wlnds and waves hy which this last is c6ntinu~lIy agitated. 
We now OPl'Ilt..>U in the north-east a second range of isolated 
mountains, rising more ahruptly, haying more hroken outlines, and 
being of a g~~aicr height thall those of Karaj Dag. Thc!Se ~:cre 

maills du l'atrillrclU' (lU de r c\'t"Juc, IllIi PSI l;!IpCril'ur du lHonasti:re. Q ua!l t .aux 
"'1' 'I ' b t' l I' t, " IlltJS(lu<:l'!\ U('S IIn'~. I S .s a '" Lennen ( .y ,'U 'l'r, 

•• Le dll'f Ih'''' Y \'1. idi .s n tnujour;; pr,',s de lui un autre perr;nntluge tJH 'i!~ tl).' llellcnt 

klltchek, C't san~ k (:oll~'I'jl 11Ut]ll{'1 jl It 'cnlrf'pn:'11l1 riell, ' Cellii-(,j t'~t rl'g:tlrdi: ( '(JITlllIe 

!,oracle du dICf, pan:cJ ju 'il nJ,' jlrh· jl~gc de rl'{'l" 'oir hinlltJiatf'lIll'ut (\{'S J' I' v(o)ations tlu 

Diablt', Au~si quanti Ull Y" 'zidi lI l-sitt! soil doit cntrt'wcnti ni 1u(·ICJIlC' amun' im_ 
purttlntC', il \'n 11'OUVt~ r Ie k"fchdf~ t'l lui fl C'1llandC'f Lin avi ~, qll'iln 'ohti~'nt pHint lIel\l1_ 

TTlQins suns <Ju 'i l lui ell l'lIlltl' tjllclquc argt'lJt, A\'nn~ d(' sa*i~f:un~ £1 111 ron~uhati(ln, It, 
kofchek, pour Ilonnt~r pltl.~ til· I'oitl~ il sa :rcP(>Il~C, s'{:tend tuut dc i'i(1Il · lun~ par terN.', 
t:l !Ie (~ou"rallt iI clort, 1111 fait selllhiaut de dorlllir, il.pr;'~ quoi il dit 'ju'illui a ~t£': r{·_ 

vClc pendant son ~(JnIlH('i l kilt, Uti tdle (Ie(~billn. : (l'l('lqU(f'li~ il ",.l'nd III) dt-lai de deux 
ou truis n\lit~, pour donneT sa r~:Jlon;<t" L'l' xcmpl{' $'llil'ant fl'ra V()ircO{1lhi('n est 

gr~ndc In 'eonfiruwe que ron It ('n sCs r("Oations.· JusljU ';\ il .y a'cnVif(in tl\iarante nns, 
Ie!! femmes d~ Y tzidis portoi('nt,,(:mlllilc les fe!lmlt'~ Amh<,s, alin d'~rllrgncr Ie Sll.von, 
de!> (~helll:<iC's hl t.'ucl'I tei~l('s avec !'indigo. Un mAtil', lorMlue ron s'y att~1ldoit Ie maillS, 

Ie koi"hek dla t,.mi\·er Ie ehef de 11.1 &de, et- lui tI{(' lam <jllC p(,!Ulant Ia. nuit . prC-. 

ce.lentc iUni Hvoit etc r{' \'flt:, (I lie Ie bIen ftort U11~ cOli]t:'lir'm .1Il~lIvai;; 811gure ('t qui 
~t, au ~)iabJt '; II n'en fll,Uut l~~"dtlvnntllgc ~){)UT (~uj:! ron ~m'oyat "til' Il' c~amp 
il.,!~, je~ trlilus, pnr ,des l'xpTt'f<, l:(lrdre de prosci'lTc lEI. ooull\1" bleile, de se fMfaJre de 
to\j~ k-s .... Hemens qui ctojcnt ,de cd~ couleuT, et d'y suhstituer de; habits hl~, Oet 
ord~ fut ~xc~ult: avec UIlC tclle :cxuC!ilude, <Jue iii nl~o~rd 'hui un Y czidi ' se 't,rouvant 

loge chez un TUfC uu chez un Ch;cticn, on lui dOIl~&1· tine couvcrturo ~ lit bteue,. 

iI dormiroit plutbt dvee ses tleu1" vctemell8, que de Caire ol.isage de rette eouVeftul'l", 
I'ut-ec )nf.m~ dans In !illj~n In plus froide. "-Notice sur les 'YI:ridi8, .pp, 197,-202, 
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(~all('d .Jebt:l Mardin, and near tllf~ir centre the city of that name 
was said to stand. 

"Ill all our progress to-day, we saw neither hous('~ tents, nor 
Hoek~ though we pas..')Cd several wells and springs, as well a~ pools 
of rain-water, preserved in natura~ hollows oj' the land, and stitt 
fresh and gOOtl. 

It ''''as hdc)rc noon when we halted at one of . these, nam(~1 
lJslam Dedd.c. large 'enough to Ilc ('~led a lake. Its bol'<:lers Wt'rt: 

edged around hy large masst'S of hlac:k rock ,lIlU taU rushes, and its 
wau~r~ (~ontaillcd crabs and small fish, some of which .were (:aught 
and C:ltcu, On its banks 'vas ' aJ} ahundance of ric~ grass, which 
furnished wclcom0 }'c:ftcshment to '(HIr hQfSCS amI mules, while thl' 
eamcls seemed to prefer the drier herbs mOTe remotc jj'om the edgc 

·01' thc lake. As its waters '\"l~re deep, many of our cOinpany bathed 
here, and myself among th.l~ lH1mher, fillding it l'efre~hjng beyond 
.description to wash Illy wQole hody alld ('lianp;e .my inner ~a)'ments; 
for the dirt 'and vt.!rmih '-a.-ccunlulat.ed ill a H.-:,· ... days only, IJY eating, 
drinl4ng-, and sleeping among fakirs and dervishes, with which the 
pious Hadjcc's knt and tahle were always crowded, is scarcdy to lx~ 
conceived, without aCtual c,,,pl'riell~e of the evil.' 

As we had intelligence that (he Sheikh Aioobe Illill TClIlar l)asha 
was cncaIO}KKl in the neighbourhood, with ,aU his suite, it was 
deemed necessary for the hr,ads of our caravall to visit him with 
prL'Scnts, to i)rcvcnt ;my further extortions from his trihe. Tht: 
party was small, and I carefully avoided making one af the number; 
for though J had already con~l'ibuted more than my share, I should 
have beeu, most probably. forced or _ inveigled ~nto a further eOI1-

tribution . 
. , It appeared, from ·What "I~()uld learn of this trihe,'·'t~t iL. 
founder was a disgraced Pasha, wlw ""l!<1pcd"the sword of ,th~.,Xe-

. . .' \ . . 
'\:util>iocr .. at Constantinople; 'and bringing away with bim ,bvth 
money and 'troops, fo'Y"<l his march down through Asia l\iinor; till, 
ge,tring ' ..u:C' :beyond the momltains of Taurus, he took refuge ' in 
these extensive plain.. He th''ll' invited to his tent adventurers 

• 
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and outcasts from every 4uarter, so that he l'!oon hacl a numerous 
for('~ about him, formed of eX(~encllt materials for his purpot-ie. .For 
the lite he was to I(·ad. as an iudt.'l>end:mt frecboott'.f on the terri
tory of the soY('rl'igil hy whom he had hecJl disgraced, no malt could 
be mOl'C fit than t.his fugitive chief; and, hy tlw aid of hlf' adlwrcnt'S. 
he soon su('('ccdcll in making himsdf <U'knowlcdget1 lord of thest> 
dOllwins, and f(,at'("(lcvcll by the estahlished Pashas of ])jarhckr <mu 

.Aleppo. Afh'r a long reign, ~e uied: and left the ductlainship of 
the host to h'i~ SOli, the present Sheikh Aioobe, who i~ himself fill' 

auvum:ed in years. 
This trib~ is said to consist of ·alx;ut fifty th011S<Hlt{ tent:.., s(~at-. . 

t(-'«,><1 over tlw (:ountry bet,tec lI Mount Tatll'u!o; on the riort.h, and 
the Grpat l)esert Oil the 'south, <lllf.l ii-mil t]ie borders of the scu OJi 

t]u .. ' Wl 'St., a:;; Hlr as .Mardin 011 the ('ast. The varicty of IHltiolla] 
charader here hrougl;t togethtT <.Il'eoullts jC)T the l'orrupt. state of 
their malllwrs, a:.; well as for tht: dift;'~rent styles .of.physiognoH1Y 
whieh we oh-s~rvl.'tl amoilg them. Their ,,'omen are mostly un
veiled, though hut fl'w of them . arc pretty, 'Ve saw none who 
'were dress<~1 purdy as Arahs; " they wem'.a white chemise nith IOllg 
and ample slc:evl's, ti.<'d to meet be hind the J1eek~ [0;0 as to ' )C1I\'(' the 
arms bare, a c<)I(~ur('d cotton ~o'\'Jl, and a turhan or calp~e., like the 
Turkish . dmook, covered wit~, white cloth, Nj.!ithc~ .d6 ~llt~y stain 
tlwir ~kin with hlue, or load their arms' 'with heavy bracelets, after 
the mannl'r of the nc~louin iCTOale..o;. - ~ 

To . th'e north and ' wcst of their di",trict arc .~ Tureomans, 
alre<J,dy :-spoken of; 'with 'yhom , t~ese. people live jn '~erab)e amity; 
and ·in t.he l-iouth-caHt, 'just' beyond Ollr halting !:!tati9ii, ' w~re a small 
trihe of !Josort· Ara,,". called. Beni Hadidecl, Th""e were sai,l to " . .' " . ' . '. 
a'W?!t~~ no more llian ahont one thousand .tents ; .hut they are 
It<11~ted . t.o be all &id. or Shcreef., that is, nQblc,or .de!iCendants 

of'ti~~ct. 'On this account, they all wear the. green turban, 
wll!c4 distinguishes them from d"J.inary Moslems, and they are 

". ,.S' • 
among the very rew ~f the Desert tribes who /,!ave continljW fait;h(ul 
to the orthodo>. doctrines of Mohammed, and resistA-'Il th" innovations 
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of the Wahflbees, Th{:~ incunliolls of the Annazics, with whom, as 
llcretics, thi8 tribe iR at war, having driven them farther north than 
lJsuaJ, the ~Ulokc of t.heir evening tires was ,pointed out to us, from 
hence ill one of-their encampments to the southward, upon the bor
ders of the Gtcat Desert, b~t we could not distinguish the tents 
themsclvc.~,4i; 

JUNE 21st.-We set out at a later hour than usual this morn
ing, a'S the sky was lowerillg,.and the sun' at its rising ohscured by a 
red mist. The air was calm, hut a. disagreeable and SUfiOc-dtii"lg heat 
prc.~vai'(~l, aU whid\ were <!onsidercd ,symptoms of a.n approaching 
southeru wind. Two hours after sun-nse the heat. wa..~ · insupport
able, <.Ind, evell froUl the people of tlu .. ~ country, t.he,general cry was 
to halt. 

• TIll' following t11'scriplion or Ihc nplwnrnnee and nllture or the Southern Desert 

is accumtdy and happily l')q)f\~s1'lCll:- , 
" Lc long de I'Euphrllh.' el !lu '.ri~I'(" ('I sur les dl'ux hord~ liu Schlttt-d_Arah Ilui 

cst fO~l1Ic de la' reunion de ICllrs l'alL", Ill) IlC -,:"cncunlrc. 'lue flirt peu tie fort~,ts, encol'(' n 'y 

cw'!t_i1 point d'nrlm's dl ' h/l.utl~ rutaie; Cl' 1\1' ~lJnt partonl que lil'S lerrains couwrts 

de tail1i.~, "~i'O~(,llux. 1'1 tI(; brflIlSsaillt.~: IllJi nfth'nt les .plus tri~tes per~pc('f iv('~: it 
A"alldlt~ -!Ill prl'mier til' Ct'll fll 'II1'('S, pst rilllll\f"'fJSC I'f antic ~c!;t.' rt dt, l'Arahi t~, bonH~ it 

I'ollcst pi all midi par III IIlcr, I't ou I'(l'il tlu \"oyag(!ut" ll'aper\'oil, J1i I~ollinc~, ni 

,' alh~'s, IIi · hili ", ni ' S1)l!~el'~, (,lIfin aunlll de cell .MS1'lCct!l pitlurt.'Sll\le~. e~ grlld ~' llx 0.1,1 

t(' rrib\c~, '<"I"C 10. nlttUI'C S\.'st plll il t"vunir dH.ns li'autn'S pay !! ~IIS tnill~ ft)m\es . v8.ri{: \~. 

" CCPCUtLt;lt c;c/;t cc mbllc a;::;('1'1 quc les gral1d~s ~.ara~nneS Ilc ohallll.'llUX traver:;;'!!lt 

UIIC Oll dell); foi :< c.'ha(lllC 1t1lJJ\!t" pour pourvoir Alep, Dailla~, ct, nugtiad, (Ics mllrchan

discs pl'llprcs l't alimenwr,leur COnllllerCl~, d leur h'lx.e: on n'y, trouyt· .ni, SI.'lltil'r frayc, IIi 

chemin batl.\!. snit parte que la route e:.t peu fr{,qucn~; ' S1)it par('l' (ille Il'S eablc.~ 

t!mportl:s par Il' \'cnl ont bientot fai.t lii!;parllitrc l('s trnot's ,dCl'l homme~ et des IlnilTUl.llx. 

On peut dire '"qu.' c'e~t un ocJan dc !O&bk, ou les Ambei sc ~irigent pur Iii '!;Cule in
spection dll soleil d defi etoiles, comme (.'ellX -qui voyagclilfl sur ml'r, D'a~~b' qui 
vicnt d'arc dit dl.' l'aridite et 4(!"lo., sech&cs~ dc cc M..ert',0;111(' d'ailleua:.pk·l.es . 

ardeurs du !iOleil, 011 aura ~ut.:ctre ,P,ripe" A cO~lprclldr:, ~ml!lent· ~?~~.';,~'y:, ~-": 
/oncent peuwmt t~llver de I cau, e~ ne pas mounr de liOlf, On a }M)~ a ~bflbJn, 
,en creusaut de gite .. cn gitl' des puit!>, do~f.t.'t~u qlwique MunUt.(rc ct Ilul'lqucf(l!~ m&n'lt' 
t()ut-H-fuit corrompuc, nc laissc pas de servir a Jlhreuwr Ie!'I Arobes d Icurtl ehlimeallx, 

En rover, ~-pl\iieafonnent cn oi"ers endroits des lacs et deli lIUft'ai.s > runrs Ie voy"gt' n'cst 

pas!oi d~let·.1'li si pcnible,"-Desctiption du Pacltalik de Bagdad, V\I, 53-55. 
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J t wa..~ ahout this time when the wind began to be felt by us, 
coming in short and smldcn puft~ whic~. instead 'of cooHng or re
freshing,oppn'!<.sed us eVl~n more th..tll tIle (~alm, each of these blast.<-; 
seeming like tIle IlOt and dry vapour of an ovtm just at the moment. 
of ib bein~ Op CIH.....u. The Southern Desert W:l8 now eovf'red with a 
dun red mist, not unlike the i'uH-ri:;c :-;kips of our northern climates 
,on a 'l'.ai IlY mOJ"llin~, and soon attcr we !<.aw large (~olumlls of sand 
aml"tlu:$t whirled up into the air, and carried along in a hody over 
the plain wit.h a slow and statd) llIotioll. One of' these passed 
within a few hundred yards of us to tlw uorthw.1l'd, ha\'ing beeu 
driven . over a long trad of stOIlY hllHl. to a uistan,cc of perhaps 
twenty milt;s from the place of it:-; rising. 1t was apparently from 
eighty to a hundred fbet in diameter, aIHI'was certainly of' suffici(>nt 
foree, hy its (,oJl~tallt whirling m~tion, to throw hoth ll l t.'n and ani
mals off their legs, so that if el'os~illg It crmnteu caravan, amI hroken " 
by the interruption of its ('OIUS(', t he d<ll\gt~r 'of' suffbration to 

those huried beneath itF; fitH would he v(,1'Y great~ thou~h , if per
sons were prepar(id for it, it migllt nut perhaps he fatal. The wind 
now grew into a ~teady" ~outherH !'ItoI'm, and hlew wit.h a vjolence 
which rendered our march confus(~d and difficult, till at lao;t we 
''''ere obHged to encamp, heforc the mmal number of hour~' march 
had heen perfo~mcd. 

The (:ourse we had pursued to-day was nearly cast-soutl\-:cast, 
and the distance not more than tcn :miles in five hours of time. , , 

·Our roao still m<;lintai~cd the; same charact:er of a fert.ile plain, and 
wa;.; (~ovcr(,'<l with the S<'lme killd ofhlac~ hasalt, now sec" in smaHer 
pircf.!->, of a still more I>0rOus. suhl-\tancc~ some of' them resem
bling the ra/(ged cinders fonn ed by the coal and iron of a smith's 
firt; .. ~ :~Wc."passco oV,er. a piece of grvund .whcrc the -native rock was 
visiJue} 'jJointing ,its ragged surface ahove thc)evel :of the soil, and 
fortriing a .bed of pure stone, without any mixtura ()f earth. It W3.'f 

hei'e.that I rcmarl<cd the same appearances as those observed in the 
hai!lllti'" rna .. "" of the" Haur"n, namely; 'in somc places presenting 
circular and serpe~tine furrows, as if the " matrer h~ 'lifell once a 
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fluid, and had ~tiddcnly S'C)()led while in the ad of' Ii "'hirling 
motion; while in other plac{'s, wllt'Te the lOus~es WeT(' of a scrni
globular form, and eoatl'd fikc oniOl~s, it had the apI){'anllH't' of H 
fluid matter :o:uddenly beeomin~ solid, while in 1,11<:' <let of (·huHit.ioll, 
and throwing up thiek huhbles, ~ueh as arc SCt'J1 on the sur1~u.'c nf' 
lloiling tar or pi tch. 

Towards the close of our march, we pa~s('d through some "il
lage~ of KonTds, ull of them n:ry small alHl meanly huilt. Tht.~ 

dwellillh"l'i were generally constructed of small ~t.ones, or unhllrnt 
hrick:;;; they were an low, having only a door of' entranCt: to admit 
li~ht and air, and were rooft~d (,jther with a sloping thatch of 
~traw, or reeds, pla~tere(l over with mud. Some, indeed, wer(~ 

simply formed of two walls, with a roofing of hair-cloth, like a tent •. 
raised over them; and other!) were clltirdy tents of' the worst and 
poorL'l-it kind. TIH' rK:oplt~ makt! of' tllC..~Be villagel'; oBly a temporary 
hahitation, in the sowing and reaping setlSOIl of · the yenr: so that 
they are desf'rtc(l fhr a g-reater k'n~th of t.ime than the), ure inha
hited, and aTC, tlleT('lbr(', not "'ortl1 the eare hestm\'('tI on more per
manent rcsidellees. X: 

The Koords occupy it trad (If ('ollntry to the north :lnd enst of 
thi~, extending heyond Djarbekr, in the former direction, and as far 

()~ M.onsul, in ·the lattl'r. ; so that the rive~ Tibrril'l may he said tu 
fi:)rm their ' north-ca!)tcrn houndary. the Desert of the Ariih~ their 
southern one,' amI the ~uphrates their extended 'western limit, few 
of them bein~ found even to the Wt'St" .. ·ard of the great. plain of'the 
Turcomans; elt the ,eastern· foot .01' TKurus. They prefer the moull

tain~ to the piains, and generally make the former tlw place of'tlwir 
permanent habitations for their filmilics and prollerty_ As, they 
unite the puri'uits of shcl}herds and ('ultivators, they des~~~1ld · into 
the :plains, in t.he-early spring, .to plough the I~nd, ari~" in: the 

Tbe fnllowing is ·Il\entiollod J:.y Ottt.'r as II pt>culiarity of tlle K'OO!p:;:
-, Comm,e (~es gens )I 'out pllint tic maisoll l!, ils font <k (o{rand" trollS dans la t l' rr('~ull i1s 

cachent ti \tiM leurs grains qu'ils cst difficile dc ICI! trouvcr."..-Otle-r. I. 1. p. lUt 

z 
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summer to reap the harvest, leaving their. fields in the interval to the 
care only of the few hoys and women who' attend upon the Hocks that 
graze helow. They Hrc all Moslems, thou!(h they lire said to he in
different to the duties of their religion, and te be the mo~t cunnin~ 
and treacherou~ robbers in tht~SC parts. 

The fear of ('communicating with them in any way was so great 
in our caravan, that, though many were filllli~hing with thirst, they 
would not hHlt at a Know's hut, for fear of being rohbed; and when 
I did so, though without alighting Irolll lily horse, merely drinking 
the water brought to me, with my bridlp still iii my hands, J was 
severely reproved by the good old JIa<ijl-'(" as havil~g " jmprudently 

inl'urrL'(l a gn~at risk, whi('h he thought 110 d.i8{~reet perSOll ought to 
TUIl. 

The practiee , of these Koords i:s, it seem!;, to shew every mark 
of hospitality to strangers and passengers, to invite them into their 
dwellings, and serve them wi th their best fare; when, under pr€"-

• 
tenee of examining and admirinp:, or somL>tiIlK~ of. even purchasing, 
their arms, clothes, &c. they ~t the artidcs out of the strauger's 
I\ight., when SOlUe one in league with the lJO~t goes off' ·with them in 
s(~curjty. lnstanees were rduted to ru(! of their h,aving taken even 
the horse from hi!o; riuer, and laughingly wished him afterwards 
a good journey on /(.0(, All were aweed 011 their being rather 
cunnihg and dexterous thieves, than open robbers. like their more 
daring ncighbour~ on the south. 

In our way, we had seen some of those Koows from the 
northern hills, or th08" .called generally Jebel Mardin, and the 
dress of th""" was nearly that of the lledouin Arabs, the chief 
garment, being a long and ample shirt, andan obter goom!>az 9r 
~ .. of coarse white cotton cloth. The girdle of the waist was 
of t~ -leather, tightly buckled on. On the heild, insteaU:of the 
kalfeah, was worn a small red tarboosh, bound round by a thin blue' 
cotton handkerchief. They wore also a wlUte cloak 'of coarse and , . 
open serge, which, . being thrown over theit,heaU' and shoulders; 
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sheltered them from the sun in the heat of the day, and served for 
a sufficient covering at ~igfIt, i~ a climate where we ha~l yet found 
no dews, and where the atmosphere, after sun-set was mild and 
agreeable in the extreme. Their arms were merely a 8woru and 
shiel,!. The sword W,"' slung .by. it belt, depending from the broad 
zennaar, or girdle, with its edge downwanls, in the European 
fashion, and not with the curve of the blade turnetl upwards, after 
the manner of the Arabs and Turks. The shield was formed of " 
seini-glohular piece of hrass., with carved devices in the centre; 
and this surrounded by a broad fringe of' hlack ~ilk, which waved 
in the air, tt.~ outer part bein~ made of' a. close basket-work of 
coloured rced~, and the whole forming a handsome appendage to 
the wearer. 

As these Knords walk(~ beside our (~1ra"an, singing and driving 
their cattle beforc them, with their shields slung over their shoul
ders, their lomR~ rohes ami light cloaks blown out by the storm, and 
thus trudging along:. with their nakl.>d an~ brawny legs covered 
ahout the ande only wit.h ~andal~ of thongs, they formed an 
interesting group, amI in the hanos of a skilful artist would have 
furnished an admirable :-iul~ject ior a picture of (~)Stume. 

The people whom W(~ saw in tlw villubPe were not all dressed 
and armed in the mann<:r of thc8C hero8men ; their costume more 
resembling that ,of the <:ommon cultivators of the co1mtry. I 
remarked 1W, l>eculiarit), of countenance whieh could be called 
general among them, except that their faces were rounder and 
fuller of flesh than those of the A,.."bs,and they had neither the 
long straight I".tures nor the thi"k fllITowed neck of the Turkish 
peasantry. Th'eir cQmplexions were in general dark, their hair alUl 
eyes ·of a jet black, and their forms roblL,t and well-pro~ned. 
Such. of the women as we saw were unveiled, clean, ai' well
dressed, sUIl-burnt, yet of a ruddy eolour, and many of them pretty; 
while their children were in better. order than is ever witnessed. 
among ;6rabs itt the same ' cJ ... oflife. The J"ISSion of the men for 
arms is not greatert it is said, ~an ·the passion of the women for 
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pleasure; and, as far as the modes of }jf,-~ tlwy foUow will admit of 
it, <-'aeh sex illllulgcs its pt:x~uliar propclI~itie~." 

The d ose of our joul'uey among tllt':-it.' yillap;l.:'s was through fin{~ 
corn-lands on each side, from whi(:h th., people were BtlW gathering 
in the harn'st; and it furnished us an opportunity of secillg, that 
thickly a:-; the soil wa.s (;oycrcu with lar~(' IIIi1SS(',!-J of lJasaltic rock, 
this f()TIn eu 110 obstacle to its fertility: for the wide tracts seen 
beyoml tIt(' l·dges of the spaeC', 'Iuite c1cuTt'tl tty the rCil;")crs, scem<.'<.i 
one unhrokclI sea of' wavill~ {:orn. 

About un hour befbre our halt, in (;)'()ssing the dry bed of a 
torrent, we liHUUl'II\Y 10l':t all appearance of the basaltic masses and 
loose hrown mould over whid) they were lipread, and eamc upon a 
hard light-yellow clayey ground, wit.h small fragment.s of white 

• Lonl Bacon had hdim .. rCIlUlrk('1J tht' gl'lwrally {'onh'mpnmnco\ls l'x i!ltcncc of' til(' 

pa.<;SiUIl Ii for an)}!! and lon ' in till' "ame !<t.'X:' will'\! II<' "aid, .. I kno,!, not how , hut. 
lIIartial IIIt'lI are given h I luve, I think il i~ IJUt. as til\',\" m't! h';\'CIi to Willi', for jlt-rils 
{'(Jlllllloniyask 10 be rqmid with pleusures." Bul when' this lal h'r p.'lssioo ""i~l s in 
1Il('1l, it is sure of rl'1'iprucily in WOI,WIl:. and ti ll' following illkn'~ting an('c.tlotc, frum 
!\1 . nOtls~.'au\ Memoir, 10 which It IItrmher of equally rortrllllti(: fJm's from other 
:u:crcditcd sOUl'ecs llIight 1"ll' added, if n('('es!W.ry, will Iihew till' eharndcr of tht, evenl". 
and thc furce 'of till' 1)lI !I~ioll S, that J.,';\'{! rise to tht'llI, evcn in tht'S(' rutt(' c1u.."J;I.~ of un· 

polisllt'd, but not unfeeling, l>ociety ;-
., Plus haut que San1('rrn, (III \'oil un vicux httt imt' Il~ , ('n fac\' duquel, lO ur la rive 

oppost=C, en est un autr~ prcit(tllt' dc"Ja llI t: nll' funtll: l't nOll Jnoini' fI?JI1arqunhl(' po.!' sn 
Vt;tuslc ; lOllS clellx sont ('.(;mpris sou ~ lit d enomination C(lmnltmt~ tl'_heck.ma8clwuk, 

cc tlui veut dire It's D eu,j; Allium, Les hahitan>! d,u pay!; r..tcllntent it ce sujet l'histoirc 
stli,'ante, tlui a heaucnup d':malngic av(.'C cl'ik de H.'ro l't ]~{: andrc, 

., La fillc d'nn dt'iI p(Jlltife~ Ar~ht..'S mmnit Ull jt'lIIU' htlllllllC (k'S micux fait~. qui de 

!;em rote hrOll'it pom die d'ulle ardcntl' passion, MilS avoir phw.tant l'espi:rantX' de 

JXlU\o'oir "cpoust'r: car il hoit d 'unc nrussance '"!lIgnin', qui lIIet~t UII obstacle a son 

bonheq~, La prim:cAAt'. ,louI'c d'lIn esprit {i'CtJlld ell dpt'(UC11f1. et,dres!iCe a ll m~ de 
la galti'ntcne, ohlint lit· "0Il l'(!re In permission dc faire hii.tir flur' Ie!! hord!! du Tigre 
deux mnisnns d~ plaiSlUlc{'; ct lorsqtlc, fIO U!! pretcxlt, dc changer d 'air ct de jouir des 
agrcmcns de la campagne, cUe alloit hahiter Pun 011 I'autre de cell lieux, cUe fai~i~ pre
venir secr,,"lcmentc !iOn lI1l1ant, (lui it III faveur de I'obscuritc de In nlolit travcT!loit Ie Beuve 
a 1a nage, pour aller jOllir avec eUe, luin dc tout *.IUJKron et de blAme, des pllliwi de 

l'amour."-De8Cl'ipiitm du Pat~halil, de Bflgd?d, p. 83, 84. 
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lime-stone imhedded in it.; and here, instead of the full-eared corn, 
or the high rich grass, ·whieh had before horuered our way, wef(~ 
only a few thick-leaved and prickly plants, with bitter we('tis 
sparingly scattered over it, furnishing nothin~ more than a sl'auty 
supply of food for !:amok 

On passing suddenly into this, it was said, that we had now ago.in 
come into the " Burrcuh," or "' open land ;'''; so that the idea of un 
uncultivated or a desert tract is implied by that term. The range 
of .Jehel Mardin, now only three or four miles off' on our left, was 
(~OJl1posed of' a white stonc throughout, and the horizontal fi)rm of 
its layers was-distinctly visible in the cliffy part.s of the summit, long: 
before we (luittpti t.he hlack stone Oil the plain; so that this sudden 
and imTllediatt~ change of tllt~ soil did lIot correspond with any 
simihir (·han:..rc in the matt-rial of the ulOuntaill, from the foot of 
which it spreaus itsdf out. 

Thc place of our encampmcnt was at thc uase of' :til isolat.ed 
emillcnec in the plain: but as the stornl still <'ontinned, wc ('ouM 
not ('Teet our knts, so that· we were donh)y oppressed during the 
an.ernoon by thc vio1t.:~lt ~leat of the SUII, which raisL'(] the thermo
meter to 102" in the shade, :uul by the fon:c of the wind, which filled 
the atmosl,,",u'rc with dust, so as to render o~jects quite oiJs('urc 
at thc distance of even twenty yards from the ohserver. 

A t night, thc violellce ofthc storlll ~bated, ~Ul(.l opened to us again 
a serene and (Jrilliant sky. Guards we're now regularly set on'J' thc 
djftc.~rent parts of our camp, <l;nd even those who slept, la.y uown upon 
the cI~ains by which their horses were fastened to the ground. ] 
had myself an hour'f;i watch assigned to me, qmong'those of' our own 
party; hut thc~greC of vigilance necessary on this occasion seemed 
to have been m.nch overrated, for, notwithstanding that wp had 
Koord villages on all. sides of us, the inhabitants of some ·<~f· ~rhi(~h 
had come in the afternoon to sell us grain for our horses, with 
milk, butter, and fruit..'i, fhr our ow~ us~, no discovery Wtl!'i made 
of a single intruder upou our tranquillity during the whole of the 
night. 
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':J VNE 22nd.-A~ we hoped to reach Mardin to-day, we set out 
betore there w", any other light than that of the 8tm'S to guide us. 
At day'-hreak lye were again upon cultivatL>d lantl, with a fine brown 
soil, unmixcU with stones of any' kind.. The ,.,'Teater portion of it 
wa...:; laid O,lIt in corB, now in the act of being reaped, and the tL'St 111 

plant:.itions of water-melons, recently put into the ground, and 
placed in lines of ~reat regularity . 

. 1t was 1'00n after sUll-rise that we pa.'iscd some fields which had 
been suffered to lie fallow since t hc 'il~t harn.'st, in which was a 
profusion of small flowers res(~mhling thf' common daisy in form 
and Si7-C, but I)('ill~. within arid wjth()nt~ of a hrip;ht yellow colour, 
and having the thi(~k yC'lIow tuft in the c:entrc of' a larger size. 
This W(l~ called, in Arabi(., " '\'(~rd cI Sh('m~" or" the" l·'lower of 
the Sun," amI was suid "}o turn always to that luminary, '~·h~thcr 
rising, setting. or on the meridian. [regf(~tted that we were not 
here an hour earlier, to see if there was any perceptible motion "in 
these flow('rs at sUlI-Tist,; it is eertaill, however, that, among the 
whole of'them, everyone now turned his ~olden cnp towards the 
God of Day, as if to drink in "more fully the prillciple ~t' \itb and 
nourishment from his invigorating beams. 

We :i()()n rC<l(·ht."'tl the town of ~()aeh Hasso-tT, "seen hy us, from 
the level "nature of the road, and from some toll minar.ets 'which 
nmc froBl amidst it, ever sil\(~c the n(}91l of yesterday. This place 
had. hc~n evidently oJu'e o("h'1'Catcr (~()u~qucnee than at present, 
judhYl.ng from some nne-Arabic ruins which it contained. 

The principal of' the~! wws part of a large mosque covered by 
a central dome of good brick-work l as well executed a.'i the vaulted 
roots of tlw Roman!:!, ami of the same matenals. ~he exterior of 
the nor~hcrn front prerented three tin" ,'pointed .... rched door-way., 
highly oqtaDl~ntcd, the ,,,ntral olle of wliieh was equal ill beauty 
to the eelebrated door-way hear the ~zbekeeah in Cairo, or to the' 
fine 'gateway of the principal caravanserai in Dama.cUB, and greatly 
superior to any thillg of the same killd that I had seen in Aleppo. 
Between these doors wl're perpendicular chains of a large size, weU 



175 

sculptured in high relief, and crowned by a richly ornamental 
device . . The mo,'!ue itSelf. had been surrounded by a "ouft and 
outer wall, which wa!ol strengthened by buttres:o;C8, and from the 
north-east angle of this arose a' lofty minaret of a ~'luarc shape, 
li-oUl a hundred and fifty to two hundred fed .in height. It was 
similar ill forlll. {'qual in elevation, anu superior in execution, to 
that ' of the great moSll'1C at Aleppo. I ts sides weTC divided into 
storys, each of which \vas ornamented hy s{~1I1ptured arches :md 
other d<'viees in relicf ; and, in it wide hnnd near the (~entre~ running 
rounu the whole of the building, was .1Jl Arahic inscription of well
formed It'ttA~rs, in hig:h preservation; Imt whi('h I could prevail on 
no one to stop ~o read. It wa .. '\ upon the whole, onc of the 
finest fragments of Arabic architceturc and s(~ulpturc that I re
membCr any where to have seen. 

Beside this ruined JllOsque, were the minarets of two others, 
li.ttle inferior in si7.c to the first, and each also of a square fhrm . 

-One of tht.'Sc only was crowned on the , top by a small cupola in the 
centre of the square, hut thi~ wa~ loiearcely perceptible at a short 
distUllcc oft: 

The presc~t toWII of Koadt Hassiir may contain about five 
thousaml dwellings, all of a humhk kind, and low and fiat-roofed . 
The inhabitants s~ep either o·n their terraces, ar 011 raised bcnch~ 
of hardened earth before the doors, jn the opcn air. 'rhe popu
lation is dtiCfly Christian, and tho~e of the Armenian . churdl; 
there being only a few Syrians, and sti11 fewer Mohammedan resi
dents . 

. At a short distan<;e-from Kouch Hassiir we crossed a smaH stream 
. of good waterll'And in a little more than an hour beyond it came 

to the viUal(c of Soor; where our party made " halt, while the rest 
of the caravan pursued It.~ way tn Mal'din. t.he ultima~' place of 

. their destin~tion. 
Tlll'8BCeJlt to that.city is over"'! steep a h.ill, that goods merely 

passhlg .. by it on their route to other places ~re never carried up 
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there, nor i it thought that laden camels could a.t all ascend to it.
The merchandize of the Hadjee w therefore lodged at Soo , in the 
wareh of a general receiver, who WWl also the officer of the 
govemm pt, for the collection of' the custom-dues OIl transit, 
amounting to two and a half per cent. " 

I was at first at a 1 to und tand why we had halted at 
all, since the Hadjee had no business to transact at Mardin, and the 
bare act of touching there for an hour was attended by nch a 
demand; but there ere ample reasons for hi SO doing. The 
chief of these ~ ~t the state of the roads i sO uncertain on 
this edge of the Desert, as to make it important to obtain the most 
correct infonnation respecting them, because the going by any o~e 
particular route of th many which lead from here ' to Mousul, or 
the setting out · a day ' too early or a day too late, might at
tended with the 1 of all th property embark AnOther reason 
was, that If he omitted to halt and pay the aecu tomeP duty of 
transit on this occasion, he would be sure of being burdened with 
some arbitrary and heavy contri tion, if he should ever ag'din pass 
this way during the reign of resent governor, for having, as he 
would say, on a former occasion, defrauded him. of his acknow
ledged duel'l. 
. The village of Saor ap~ars to coJrt&n about two thousand 

dwellings of the same kind as those at Koach Hassar, and the 
inhabitant here are all Christians, partly Syrian and partly Ar
menian~ each sect having its respective church. They wear the 
white cloak and the dre and arms of t e Koords, a; d t gh 
most of them peak Arabic, the Koordi, which 

mblance to ,~ither this or Turkish, i the' Ian,aI.: 
aIIlQng them. .. 

* M, Rou.sseau says, " IJ n'y a de chemins pour entrer dans Mardin, que qtalquea 
matn'aia sentiers raboteux, ou lea ch~aux le plus vigoareax De Ie traiDe ""i' __ " 
~"-p.9D. 



... 

CHAPTE 
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ENTRY INTO, AND STAY T, MARDIN. 

JUNE 22nd.-Having heen entertained at Soor with an abun
dant meal, and passed away the oppressive heat or" the day ' in 
sleep, we set out thi village on our way to Mardin; leaving all 
the merchandize behind us, and suffering the camels to feed and 
_ ..... Aa"" on the plaiD. We were about an hour in getting to the foot 

hill, on of nearly north, and found, close to i very 
ri h brown soil, laid out in corn-lands, nd yi lding an abun

t harv t. 
t portion of the ground that we bad traversed on our 

j Orfah, or, it' call here, Rahah, to Mardin, re-
y of its features, p of the Hauran; more 

DlltlallRlr' t nftal of its sur£ace, the quality of ita 
2A 

, 
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ooil, and the nature of the rock SCltttC~,p i~: As both these 
tracts are eqi'lally fertile, and abwldantly 8.~plied ~th water, they 
are likely to have been equally .welll''''l'r.,.) in those days of anti
"uity of which the Mosaic history treats; when the land of the 
Chaldean. and the plains "f Mesopotamia were as celebrated as the 
land of Canaan. A neighbouring desert, such as tllllt on the south 
of this, inhabited no doubt in the earliest ages by a race of needy 
wanderers like the Bedouins of the preseat day, exist<.u also on the 
eastern edge,..fiItte Hauran, beyond the stony district of I..ejah, and 
the rising land of the Druses there. 

TIle same mode of L'Onstructing their habitations is lil<ely to ,have 
prevailed among the occupiers of each of these tracts, and from the 
same cause; for in each there is scarcely a tree to be seen through
out their extent, and not sufficient brush-wood even for fuel, the 
dung of lWimal •. being used by the inhabitants of both for that 
purpose. Stone was, therefore, the only material that presented 
itself for the constru~:tion of such huildiu!,"S as were ;uitable to a 
civili~ed people, or calculated for durability; and eit~er loo:,:c earth 
for brick-huilt huts, or the lIair of flocks for tents suited to wan_ 
dering cultivat" .. and shepherds, such a. are used by the people of 
these districts at the present day. 

These considerations suggested the question of " Whence is it 
that the Hauran is full of the ruins of stone-built dwellinl,'8, which 
may be assigoed to a very high antiquity, while ehaldea and Meso
potamia, L"IUally L'elcbrated in the same remote." and traditionally 
considered to be the Paradise inhabit<.'<i by the first parents of.man
kind, shew not a vestige of such buildings, eyen~ those parts, 
which, from the features of resemblance betw"'9"m and the 
Haurjin, already enumerated, were equally Calculated to produce 
them ?" 

The difficulty of answering this satisf""tcrily, incli,nedme. t<> 
. believe, that in both these countries, .. well as in the equajly 
ancient and woodl .... land "c 'Egypt, earth dried in the 8uo,W'l"~ 
only material used :in the 4OOstructionof private. dwellings, at iea.t, 
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and tents of ha,iz .ol"WoOl for the herdsmen and peasantry. This 
would """"un~"m II ~t meisure, for the existence of such 
unbaked brick building. in Egypt, where all classes of its in
habitants were n~ssariJy included in a narrow space, ill conse
quence of the Deserr·hemming them in Oil both sides, and confining 
them to the hanks of their river; while in the greater part of the 
HaUl";!n and the open country of Mesopotamia, chiefly peopled 
by cultivators and shepherds, and having fewer lar.ge towns, the 
dwellint, .. of the people were prineipally in tents, fI\\i. therefore no 
vestige of very early buildings would be found ill them. 

The conclusion suggested by this is, that the numerous ruins of 
stone-edific'CS in tl,e Hauriin are all of them the remains of R01Wln 

works, and mount no higher than the age in which Syria and 
Palestine were colonies of that vast empire. It is true, there is 'a 
marked di1ference in the . style of many of these edifices: some 
of the best, such as the temples, theatres, and· castles, resembling 
the Roman works of the west, while the small square towers, and 
private dwelli.ngs, have a different de;cription of masonry, -peculiar 

. to the HaUl'an itself: it may be suppos<'<I indeed, that as these 
towers were sepulchral, like similar ones at Palmyra, and the 
dwellings those of private settlers in the country, the pure Roman 
style might have been confine"" to the great national bdildings ; 
and the mixed and often capricious orders of masonry and decora.
tion, seen in the rest, have been the work of private individuals, 
who followed the ~t of their own fancy, when architecture began 
to decline, and the standard of fixed rules and just proportions to 
be accordinglflllisregarded. 

The Ro« among whom architecture was pursued with a pas
sion; rather than cultivated-merely as an art calculated to increase the 
security and augment the oomforts of man, arriving in a country, 
the conquered subjects of which were their slaves, and where the 
best materials for building presented themselves abundandy at 

. band, would naturally apply these' resources to the indulgence 
1lf their rawurite pursuit; and ·hence it h .. hapPened, that in Syria 
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there are more remains of Roman architecture than are to be found 
in an f...><J.ually srouH sptu.':e in any other part of their extended empire; 
or ind<..w in any ()th'-~r portion of the globe,-India, Grcc('e, Italy, 
and even Ilgypt, not excepkoJ. 

We beg-til to ascend the hill on which Manlili,is seatet~ and had 
a steep and rugged road before us, whidl we were a full hour in 
accomplishing, passing: in tim way a wdl of ~()od water, some frag
ments of an old paved road, amI some parts where the path had 
been (:ut down through the solid rock-all JlOW ill a mo~t ncgk'Cted 
state, :rrul greatly ill want of repa.ir:~ 

On my d(~parturt" from Aleppo, J had b<-'Cn furnislwd with a 
letter for the Syrian Patriarch of Mardin; and learning from some 
Christiau pas.. ... engers Oil tlw roatl that he was not in town, but at 
his COllvent of Deer Zllfferany. a short riu() from this place, I 
parted from the Ha<ijc"C, and I'rocc't-oJed thither with a guide. In 
our way towards the ('onvt'ut, which lay to the eil!oitwaru of tht~ city, 
we passed some deep valleys on our ri~ht, where, in diffi-; of the hare 
limc-stone l'()(·k, were seen a ('ol1siderahlt: Humber of' cx<:avated 
grottocs--without doubt, ancient tomhs. In different part!oi uJ' the 
mountain were 1I0t less than a hUlioreo. of thcse, and among them 
I saw the fra~ment of a plain sarcophap;us. The whole, however, 
were sO eviu<mtly sepulchral, and so like the many others with 
which the East abounds, that, as at Or/ah, I had really no desire to 
visit them for the purpose of more minute examination . 

. In our way we passt...od also Hevcral fountains of pure and ex
cellent water, aUlI.ome agreeable spots, where large and full-foliaged 
trees yielded a rcfreshiug coolnes" in the air of their rustling boughs, 
and a wclt:ome shelter" from the heat of the sun. rfa two of these 
we saw parti", of Turkish women, enjgying the delights of the 

• ").lIa1'din, dont 1a.latitucle est de 360 14' N., et la longitude de 37· 35' E., se trouve 
is l'extremite tlu Pnchalik de Bagdad, et lui sert de bornes du cOte du nord. Cette ."ille, 
situu !lur unc haute montagne, a u'l ehatc:lu bien tortifie, et des maisons bities en 
pierte8, qui s'eiivcnt en ",mphithf'.atre let! unell au deuU8 def' autretl; le long «:rune pente 
extrcmemt.>J'It wide ct hCriliMc de rocherll." -DellLriutioo du Pachalik de BQ.Ilddd.. D. 940. 
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shady retreat. A small village, inhabited chieflyby Christians, lay 
in our way. in which were gardens, vine-ground..., and a number of 
pomegranate trees now in full bloom. 

On our arrival at the convent, my letter proeured me a favour
able reception from the Patriarch, who was a hand!'omc and polite 
young man, and had been advanced unusually early to the dignity 
he enjoyed, as he was but little beyond thirty years of age. Our 
evening wru; passed ill a lar~e party, consisting chiefly.of pilhrrims 
belonging to Mardin, who had ret.urned Irolll .Jerusalem, and had 
come from Aleppo in our own earavan. Tlw supper served to them 
consistL~ of the choicest dishes; and not less than twenty jars of 
arrack were drank by about as many person~-all of them, too, before 
the meal, a~ a stimulant, and not a single cup after it. The party 
was (,'ontinued until a late hour, and OUT enjoyment. was then 
tcrminatt....u. by tlle delicious luxury of clean linen and a dean bed. 

JUNE 23rd.-It being Sunday, r attenderl the morning service of 
·the church, with the rl'St of'my companions, where everyone stood 
for ·4J.oout four houn; in su(~cessinn, without even the indulgence 
of the erutches in use among the Christians of the Greek eommu
nion. The scrvit.'e was perfonned hy the llatnarch in person. very 
splendidly dressed in robes of gold~mhroidered satin, and waited 
on hy the inferior priests in garments of corresponding splendour. 
As every thing was read and sung in the Syriae languagp-, except 
the exhortation to the people, which was delivcrt.->tl to them in 
their native tongue, the !:icrvice was unintelligible, not only to me, 
but to almost aU the congregation. , .. 

The ceretii<mies resembled those of the Ca'tholic chW'ch, but one 
'of them was inferior in solemnity, and prodnood almos~ a ludjcrous 
effect. While the Patriarch, most I'mmptuously clad, officiated be
fore a rich altar, loaded with gold,. silver, and a glare of lights, there 
stood behind himself and the congregation a grown lad, dressed in 
.the big breeches, Of sherwal, of the Turks, with a coarse j""ket, , 
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patched with many colours, after the faRhion of Romelia, and a 
large overhanging tarboosh covering hi. shoulders. This lad leant 

" . 
on the crosier of the Patriarch with one hand, and , perfumed his 
holiness 'by an incense pot which he held in the .!'!}lcr. at the same 
time that he sung the respon~ alone in a voicetftthe loudest and 
hlirshest kind. On each side of him were other lads, equally as un
fitly robed for the dignity of the offices they performed, and con
tributing rather to the noise of the servi{.'C than to i~ solemnity. 
As allthc' offices of the priesthood wcre performed in a deep recess, 
enterctl' by folding-doon;, a curtain wa.o:; drawn acros." the opening 
when .my thing like a shifting of scenes was required, in order to 
prevent the audience from seeing what was going on behind, and 
thus to preserve the necessary stage-effeet .. 

During the elevation of' the host, all the people uttered loud 
groans, the boys within screamed most vocifi.~rom.;)y. so as to drown 
entirely the voices of the priests, and all this confusion of 
tongues was still further increased hy one behind. the scenes, 
clashing 11 pair of brazen cymbals, and so shaking them after the 
first concussion, as to resemble the reverberatt..-'<l rattlingFI of loud 
thunder. 

When the service was cndL>d, the pilgrims were called forth, 
and all of them having their heads bared, were invested in sue
ces.~ion with a robe of one of the officiating priests. A cross was 
thclI placed in the ri~ht hand, and a taper ill the left of each, and 
all the congregation, except the female part, who stood aloof at 
a respectful distance, walked before them uncovered. They first 
p-ncompassed the altar, kissing the curtains, the hook, the (,&ldle~ 
sticks, &c. "". 'they passed; and then kissed the cross iii the hand of 
each of the.tpilgrims, beginning with the eldest, an old man of 

, eighty, and ending with the youngL'St, a boy apparently not more 
than ten years of age. 

This convent of neer ZaHerany enjoys an agreeable and healthy , . 
situation, being seat;ed. 'on the side of a hill, with hilth rockj elli&. 
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pierced with ancient tombs, behind it, and com,!,anding an extensive 
view of the southern plain to Jebel Sinjar, and the edge of the great 
Southem Desert. 

The church itself appears to have been a work of the lower 
empire, perhap~~· the Empress Helena, the great founder of 
religious L'Stablishments all over the East. Its order is an overloaded 
and corrupt Corinthian, of which the arches and pilasters. of re
cesses, facing each other in the fonn of' a Greek cross, still remain 
perfect; but in the part now used as the church, no ~umns 
appear ever to have been plaecd. The doors of entrance, Ii~ win
dows, and' a portion of an exterior frieze, are all of the same kind; 
but the building has evidently undergone so many repairs, that the 
original work is now much less in quantity than that which has 
been since added. 

The convent consists of a central square court, with domestic 
offices around it; above .which are the chambers of the priests, fur
nished with carpets and cushions after the manner of the country; 
the whole is encompassed by a high stone wall, and is secured with 
a ~mall door of entrance, faced with iron plates, and carefully 
guarded. 

The establishmeut ('onsists of a patriareh, six matriins, and 
twelve catzees, for these are the titles they bear. The former, 
though only thirty years of age, neither tastes fI""h, wine, spirits, nor 
tobacco, neither can he marry. The second class, or th.! rnatl'd.ns, 
r""t. every Wednesday and Friday only, then abstaining from flesh. 
butter, milk, and eggs; but even on thc'SC days, they eat fish when 
it is to be had; though, during the forty days in Lent, this is for
bidden to them. These are permitted to marry one. wife; but, if 
she dies, the husband cannot take another. The las~c1ass, or the 
ca~es, fast on Fridays only, and may take fish during the Lent; 
they also are permitted to marry, and on the death of their first 
wife ~hey may take a second, provided she be a virgin . 

.. 'J,'he ~uties of these men ronsist in the performance of their 
church-aervice, seven tilDe~ in the day: that· is, at day-break, at 
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three hours after sun-rise, at noon, at EI Assr, about three o'cloek : at 
Muggrib, or sun-set; at three hours after sun-set, and at midnight j 
the due perfonnanL'e of which, as the services are of long duration, 
scaroely leav,", them time for lOod and sk"'j>. 

The families of all these live in the {'on"en~ -and 011 Sunday~ 
and days of festi"ity, crowds of female visitors and their <:Inldren 
come Ju.~re to divert themselves, free from the more rigid observa~" 
tion of the tOWll. There were here, on this Sabbath, no less than 
fifty Wilen, who were all unveile..!, and as full of frolic '1110 g'diety 
as yot!'ftg girls of fifteen. They were o(:cupit~d throughout tht· day 
in going trom one part of the convent to the other, and in frL>cly 
indulgin~ themselves in every liberty allowed them. The DL'CT, Of 

Convent, seemed to be exactly to the Chrjstian females what the 
bath is to the Turki~h ones: a place of recreation, fh·c from the 
fetters of their hUt-;hands, rather than for the perfonnanec of 
religious or devotional duties. 

Among the bookl'i I saw here, wat-; a (~opy of the Gospels in the 
• 

Syriac lall~a~, admirably written ill large and ~autiful characters 
on a tine and stout parchment. The portrait.~ of' the Evangelil;ts 
and the heads of chapters werc paint.ed in n(:h body-<:olours, and 
highly iUuminated. The date at the end of it shewed it to have 
bt..:oen written in the year of Christ] ISO, at the Convent of Deer 
Zatfcrany; and as it had Greek marginal notes, evidently 8.';;; old 
as the book itseJf~ it might be inJerred that the priesb; then here 
were of' that communion. It formed a volume of a larger size than 
the largest of our church-bibles, and was highly valued by the 
Patriarch amI his flock.'" 

The two higluJ"St oruers of the Priesthood have circular, dome
like turl .. m~of the same shape as those worn by the Ulema of the 
Turks, resembling in size and Hhape a large water-melon. The 

• ThjR WQ.'\, probably, one of the bibl~ Hhewn to Tavernier in 1644, Jt~ it agrees 
with the description of them given ·b,v him. except when he says, that they were 
written in Chaldaic, in w~ich it ill poAAiblc for him to have been mistaken.-See the 
YfJYages of Tavernier, London, 1618,.folio, c. iv. p . . 69. 
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Turks wear them of white muslin; but the Christians commonly 
have them of the same material in blue. All the Christians sub
ject to the Turkish government are prohibited from wearing any 
but dark ,,,,lours, and the boot. and shoes of' the 'clergy must be 
absolutely bla<:k, While red is permitted to the laity, though yellow 
can on no account be worn by either j and green in the turban i~ 

even prohibited to all Moslems, eXl.'Cpt the immediate descendants 
of the Prophet, or Shereds. At the same time that these restri(~

tions exist in full force, Christians arc permitted to ride' on h0Wtback, 
a favour which, in the days of the Mamlouks, was not gran~ even 
to the Franks in Egypt ; and, at Mardin, the Patriarch's having a 
green bridle and martiJl~a.le gives no offence, though even now, in 
Damascus, such 'HI invasion of' the privile~cs of a true Moham
medan wnulcJ probahly t~ost an infidel his life. 

I ·was here a~suretl, by persons who had travelled over the greater 
part of the Turkish (·mpire, t.hat not.hing ('.Quid be more variable 
than the rules for these rcstridions, as to colours, in the different 
cities of' Asia Minor. A t Mardin, Christians give the sa.lute of" Salam 
Alaikom," and receive lts answ('r, ('ven from Shereef.o;;; in other 
plares, this would he deemed th" highest possible outT'.tgc. 1n some 
towns, the turhan is the only part of the dress in which partieular 
{"olours may not be used: in others, the boots only; while, in some, 
again, every garment has its sl'eeificd shade. In many places, the 
(;olours of' the dress arc not at all regarded, and even green may 
be worn; but a horse or an ass cannot be mounted, nor can t.he 
salute of' peace be exchanged between a Mohammedan and a Chris
tian, of any class .or sect. 

In the evening we quitted the Convent of Deer Zafferany, and 
returned to Mardin, approaching the town on its eastqn side, and, 
just before sun-set, reaching the residence of the Patriarch. 

On entering this, we had to salute a venerable old I\olatran, 

now one hundred and two years of age, with a long beard of sil
very w.hite, possessing all his mental thculties in full perfedioH, and 
reading even letters and other writings without the aid of' glasses. 

2 1\ 
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A large party were assembled here 'also, but not of pilgrims; they 
were all resident.. of the town, and the purport of their meeting was 
an interesting one, it being the prelude to a marriage intended to 
be consummated to-night. 

It was the custom of this place, half a century ago, to celebrate 
the marria~res of'the Christians in their chuf('hes, amI to perform t~e 
festivities as openly as they wished; but rcpcak.'<i insults and iu~ 
ruptions, offered to them by the Turks, oceasioned tllis to be dis
continued. The practice now is., when an espousal has been con
traded between the partie~ and the dUJ' of lIla"rriage fixed, for tht.· 
bride to beprepared at her own hOlL"iC in the morning. The friends 
of both parties then assemblc at the hOlL<C of the pri,-st, and break 
bread together before him, whidl is rc(''Civcu as a confirmation of 
their intentiolls, and at midnight, the bride being taken to her 

• 
future lord's hout'C, the marriage is solemnized by a unioll of hands 
in prayer. Festivities follow, in proportion to the wealth of the 
parties; hut these seldom eud, even with the poorest, before the ex-
piration of three days. • 

It was this l>reaking of bread that had called tht.~ cvcniug party, 
in which I found myself; together. Tim . ., large flat loave., made 
in the convent. and bearing upon them the holy sea~ were placed on 
a salver, covered with an C'mbroidert..-'tl cloth, and on them was laid 
a gilded papcr full of fine white sugar. The l'atriarch, holding the 
jewelled cross,: which he constantly (:arries with him, in his right 
hand, waved it over the bread, and goave it rus blessing. All then 
eros..oo themselves. and the bread being broken by one of the party, a 
morsel of it was given, Fith a still smaller portion of sugar, to each 
of the witnes.,",.. On this being ended, a Syrian hymn was sung, 
in which thi' chorus of « Halleluia" was.frequently heard, and the 

,air was lively and well adapted to the oreasion. After tm., copious 
,draughts of arrack, without which no meeting of friendsrup or of 
joy can be complete among the Christians of the East, was distri· 
huted to all, and they departell in peace, according to the word. 

At night we slePt on a wooden stage in the open air, aft.er the 
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usual manner of' the inhabitants; but it Wa' exceedingly cold, 
and a heavy shower of rain falling, occasioned us some annoyance. 
The climate, however, is so pure and healthy, that thou~h we were 
well wetted, and lay afterwards on the damp beds, no one seemed 
even to apprehend the least evil consequences. 

, 
" JUN.: 24th.-On inquiring after our C'dravan, III order to learn 
the prohable time of its departure, the usual answer of " Boker-a, 
an ish Allah!" or, ~'To-morrow, if it please God!" was ret~lTned; 

but, 011 more minute (~xamination, it appeared probable that its 
detention here would extend to a week at l(~ast. The roads were . . 
so ball, ffum being infested with robbel'll, that all the eardvans for 
Mousul had, within the la~t three months, gone round hy way of El 
Jezecret, a large town ~m the Tigris, betwt,'en MOllsul and Diarbekr, 
and five days' journey in an east-s{)uth-east direction from hence. 
There were neither Tartars· nor caravaJl!'l here for Bagdad at the' 
present moment, nor were there any soon likely to be formed. As 
Diarbekr, from being the seat of government and the chief central 
town in the passage from Constantinople to Bagdad, has generally. 
Tartars ' in waiting there, I determined to set out for that place, 
having been furnished with an order from Mr. Barker of Aleppo, 
dil't-'Cting any English Tartar I might meet with on the way to 
take me to my destination, 

It was late in the day before this determination was taken; and 
then it was with inconceivable difficulty that I L'<lulll find a com· 
panion or guide to go with me thus fay, so that the whole day was 
occupied in this pursuit. 

We had enll"ged to set out in the evening before sun-set, and 
t" travel during the night, as the road from hence to Qiarbekr was 
said to be so well frequented as to be considered safe at all hours~ 
My guide, however, who had part of the money-agreed to be give •• 

• The Turkish and Arabic pronunciation of this word i. the Mme, both omitting 
the 1im ,. ueed by us in Tartar, and both llpelling and pronouncinlt it Tahi.r. 
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• 
him already paid in advance, did not make his appearance at the. 
appointed hour, and thc journey was thprefore delaYL'<i until the 
morrow's dawn. This left me a . leisure evening, whil~h I devoted 
to reconling the following o~crvati(Jn8 made on this plaee, during 
our st.1.y here. 

Mardin is, aceording to some authors, the am'jent Manic, or 
Miride, of whit~h little i~ known except tllP name. Its position ~ 
most erroncom;}y given in the "Bihlioth(~'quc Orientale." where it 
is called a Town of Me:o:;opotamia, I'ituat.ed on the banks of the 
Tigris! between liousul and Bagdad.· \Ve learn from tll(~ same 
work, however, some particulars of' it... history whieh are mort' 
accurate. The town itself waJo; taken and plundered by Tamerlane, 
in the yenr of' the Hejira 796, hut its castl{' was then snffi(:iently 
strong t.u sustain a long f'jc~c froH! tht· ~amc army, and to oblige 
them indet.xl at one time to raiSt~ it. Thi~ conquerol', however, 
rendcrt..>d himself at la.<;tt the ma~ter hoth of' the t.own and the 
citadd, allli mad~ prisoner the Sultan EI Malek d. Dhaher, who 
t'-Ommanded there; though, a('('ording to tllC report of Jim ArahHhah, 
he afterwards g-dve h1m his liherty. Huliikou, the gra1ldsoll of 
.Jenghi7,...Khan, who, in til(' partition of the Mogul empire, was 
charged with the government of' J'crsi., attacked Mardin about the 
middle of the fourteenth (~ntury, hut withmlt f'uccess, according to 
the report of A~8emani. Hut Osman Beg, who has given the name 
of Osmanlics to the present Turks, made himself master of this 
place during his reign, which ended A. D. 1326, after a period 
of' twenty years.t In the early travels of De Haiton, this place 
is noted under the na,fe of Meradin, and it was then said to 
be peopled by a ra,* of' Sarazins, who were good arbeletriers, or 
cross-how-men, and were called, in the_language of the country, 

?Cordinis, or perhaps Curds.t It has also produced many Moham-
.ptedan authors, who have been called, frQlll this place of their birth, 

• Vol. ii. p. 563. 4-to. • 

t D'Anvillc, "ur l'El,Il,hrate et Ie Tigre. p. 53. 4-to. 
! Travels of Dc Haiton, in Bergeron's Collection. 
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Mardini, in addition to their usUal names;* an.n. it is equally known 
as the pi .. ,e where was born the Lruly Maani G'H'rida, the first 
wife of Pietro della Valle, so well known by hi. Travckt 

Mardin is seat<-'ti near the top of a high hill, about the c'entre 
of a long range, bearing the same name. Tradition says, that some 
centuries ago, a Koonl of' the plains (~red( .. -'(l hi:; dwelling h(~rc, for 
security against the intrusion of his neigh hours. Some women, 
who were searching among thctic hills after the strayed sheep of 
their flocks, happening to arrive at the place of his ahode, were 
struck with surpri!o\c at the motive which coulu have inducetl any 
man tn retire to a spot so difficult of access ; and in a conversation 
with him on thi:; subject, calk>d him " Mare-deen," which is trans
latt..>d frOlll the Koorui into the Arabic, hy the words "Rajul
majnoon," or, a~ we slu.lUld say ill English, " a mad-man." "' Since 
you thiHk ~u then," he replied, "I shall disclose to )'ou that the 
advantages of Illy position will soon he so highly envied, that a city 
will ri:-;e around me, and the compliment which you have bestowed 
on my dwice shall be its Bame; for I wil1 henceforth eall my own, 
the only uwelJing yet here, " Khallet-el-Marc-deen," or the" 1\Ilao
man's Ca"tle.":j: 

The summits of almost all these hills have a large ma~s of lime-

• Dihliothl'quc Orientale, vul. ii. p . .. 5($.1. 

t V().VU~ of Tavernier, to. i\". p. 69. fu\io, Llllldoll, 167ft 
! " Joilllphat Uarhano, who had pt' rfornw<i a jllumey to tllf' Crimca and .i('vcraJ partl< 

of Mu~nvy and Tllrtal)', (towards thc c1()~ of the fifteenth century,) W/l.'1 selected, (lly 

tht! Slaws of Venice,) ru; one aeclistomCtI • to endure and deal with harhatuus lIlen; 

for the missioll to Persia. He landed at Cencho, (CelleD.) in Carumarua, where, l)as~ing 
through Tarsus and Adarna, he .1ircctt.'tI his route~ the EUl'hratl's. He lIotices 
nothing remarkalne till he crossed that river, and arrh" at Orfnh. His Ill'xt stage 

""as Mardin, which appeared to him to be the roo8t e,vtrofJrdinary city in th,; 1I.'/}rld fur 
Mtuation, It iii RIICended by a l:itair cut in the rock. more than a mile high. at tilt' top 
of which i. the gate ; but there is no wall except the walls of the houses, the t!efclll·l' of 
the pl&ce being trusted solely to its inacces.~blc site. The Turh hyperbolically aSi>C.'rt. 
that the inhabitants neue-r see a biNl .flying 'ihooe thfM. It contain!> three hundred 

hou8es, and !levera.l manufacturel:i of silk and cotton."-Mttrray·s DiIJcooeriea in Asia, 
~.~m ' . 
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stone rock, the material of which they are composed, broken into clitls 
for a short depth from their swumits, and from thence the soil 
lorms a steep but smooth descent, so that the square masses thus 
left on their tops look at a distance like ~o muny elevated fortresses. 

Advantage has been taken oj' t.his, i" constructing the Castle of 
Mardin, which is simply a wall raisL'tl up from the pt'rpendicular 
cliff all round, and is thus exceL~in~ly diffi<!ult of acce!ols. It 
appears, from below, to be a Mohammt....uan work, and it is more 
formidable fi'om its natural situation, than strong frum artificial 
meaul'i of' def(mce. Tlu~re arc but few cannon there, and about 
fifty soldiers, forming the pcrwnal guard of the Motescllem, who 

resides tht~rc himself: amI who permits the families (If all those 
in his immediat.e service to dwell within the citadel. 

The to\,'n of Mardin is built chiefly on thc eastern and southern 
sides of this hill, below the ca. ... tle. and il-i surroundetl hy a wall 
leading down from it un two ~ideH, amI going along in front of 
the town below. The whole circuit, including the ca.stle, may be 

little more than two milcs j and the fi~ure formed hy Jt )1:\ ne
CC8!oWll"ily irregular, from the naturc of the ground on which it 
stands. 

The houses are plac..ed in rang-cs above each other, like the 
seats of a Roman tlu~atre; amI the strcctR, which run along ' the 
sille of the hill, are, for Hie same reason, so many successive tcr
rac~ or causeways; . while the smaller lateral intersections of these 
are literally flights of steps, like similar cross streets at Malta. The 
houses are built of stone, though but few are of good masonry; they 
arc generally small, and without ornament. The terraces are all 
flat; and in the paved. cOurts of tl,le upper storys are large w~en 
stages railerl around, serving for evening supper-parties, or for 
.sleeping on at night, during the sunllnt~r months. 

There are eight mosques here, five of which are very s!llall and 
inconsiderable, and only one of the remaining three is large. Among 
these, however, I saw in the doors and windows some specimens of 
Arabic stone-work, :is rich and chaste as any thing I had yet ·seen in 
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that style. The minaret of the Great MOS<lue i. also a nne one: it 
consists of a circular ghaft, raised on a square base, on each front of 
which is a large pointed arch; thc ~haft itself is · then ornamented 
on the exterior by sculptured arches and other devices, in separate 
compartments from the base upwards, when an open stone-work 
gallery and a pointed top terminates the whole. 

In the dome of this, as wen as of the other principal mO!i\ques, a 
:oltriking pe<!uliarity is observed in their heing ribbed or guttered in 
their masonry from the ~ummit downward!', like rays h'Preading 
from a common ('entre. These furrows are not round in the sunken 
part, and flat in the raised, as in the flutinb~ of Corinthian columns, 
but are all sharp and angular. the raised parts hcillg ~o thiek at the 
base, that their lower edges only leave the smallest spaqe between 
them, and their upper ones eomc away to a sharp edge, forming a. 
succession of trilateml ribs. It is said here, that the Great Mosque 
was once a Christian ehurch ; it..~ exterior, however, presents ~o 
such appearan(~(', hut its interior I had no opportunity of examining 
with safety. 

There are three baths, each of whit'h are said to be bad)y at
tended, and S(~alltily supplied with water, though one of them hears 
the title of Hammam el AmeeT, 01' t.he Prill(~e'l'j Bath. Neither the 
coffee-houses nor other places of' re<:reation are !!IO abundant here 
as they are generally found to be in Turkish town~, and those few 
which are seen arc but poorly t'urnli;hed and thinly·attended. 

The only caravanserai which I saw wa" small, and this was said 
to be the best of them. The baziirs, though tolerably numerous, 
and vaulted over by arched roo£., in the us.ua1 wa.y, are very'narrow, 
and barely supplied with even the 1lC<.'eSSaryarticleH of consumption 
for the town; all which deficiencies are attributed to the general 
poverty of the inhabitants, and to the want of trade, for which the. 
situation of this place is unfavourable. 

The population i. thought to amount to twenty thousand, of 
which, twO-thinls at least are Mohammedans, the remainder are 
composed <A' Christians and Jews. Of the Syrians, there are 
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reckoned two thousand houses, of the' Armenians five hundred, of the 
Annenian Catholics one thousand, of the Chaldeans or Nestorians 
thrc.., hundred, and of the Jews four ' hundred, Each of these 
have their respt,'Ctive churches and priests, and the Syrians have two 
churches in town, and two eonvents a little way out (If it, beside 
many churches in the nci~hbouring villages. 

The Syrians differ from the other sects of Chri~tians, in be
lieving the Holy Cihost to proeccd from the ],'ath(;'r only, and nut 
from thc Son, amI in paying even higher adoration to the Virgin 
Mary than either the Grc(!ks or the Catholics. They do not ac
knowledbre the authority of the PO)1<" , not scrupling to call him an 
impo~tor ; and their (~hrnnology makes five thousand five hundred 
years hctwcclI the (~fl~ation of the world and the coming of' the 
Messiah. 

There is, l)(~idcs, another relj~ious sect inhabitjng- here, called 
Sheiuseeah. These, a. ... their name implies, are thought to he wor
shippers of the ~un, which they have been secn to revcr:enee at hi~ 
rising, hy taking oft' their turhall~. When Sultan M urad cam{~ this 
way, and found by tlwir own eonie~sioll that they were not " people 
of the Book," that is, neither Jews, Christians, nor l\'lohammedans, 
h~ ordered them all to he put to the sword. The Syrian Patriarch 
pf that clay took tl1(:III, hO\\'cvcr, unoer his protection, by owning 
them a<; part of his flock," and they have been. politically, so consi
derro. ever sim:e. though, as a r~ligjous sect, -they arc quite distinct, 
both in belief and priK·tit·c. 

The same Patriarch, atter an intimacy of many years with some 
.. f the heads of the,,", people, could never obtain from them any 
disclosure ')II the su~j"!'t of' their religion. as they "n agreed. that 
death Irolll the hands of th"*,, fellows would be the penalty of such 

.a ,crime. 'I'he ~etails given of this people bY)l-ifbuhr are acknow
le<IgW, tq. b& bnly from vague report; for "he confesses, with , all 
<>*hen: ' who have spoken of them, that nothing positive could be 
le$nt . either of th~ir opiniot.s or their ceremonies.- Thifol was 

Voyage en Arabic, vol. ii. p. 321. 
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nearly the same ease with myself. The particu!ars related to that 
traveller were also repeated to me; and the number of the Shem
seeahs was stated to be n~ about one thousand families j but 
everyone admitted that the greatest care was taken by t.hem to 
prevent the disclosure of their real tenets. 
. All these different sects of Christians arc looked 011 by Illl' 

Turks in nearly the sa;me light, being considered in the ma..","> as 
infidels; and as they are all heavily taxed for their heresies, their 
equal contributions to the treasury of the gm'crnor makes him in
different to the distinctions which exist among themselves. Thj~ 

place was formerly governed by a W niwooe, dependant on tbe Pasha 
of Diarbekr. The title of the present is that of Motesellem, alld 
he is a dependant of the Pasha of Bagdad. The details given to 
me of the government of this place wert! precisely the same 3!>i 

those related to Niebuhr; and though its resources are lessening 
rather than increasing. the same de;potism is exercised as in all 
other T.rkish post.'>, to exhaust those sources of wealth rather than 
to improve them. 

The dress of the merchants is light and gay, but the lower 
orders are more coarsely and plainly clad than in most other places: 
It lDay be remarked, as one of the caprices of fashion, that while 
at Orfah, where the heat is great, it is lI.ual for all ranks of people . 
to wear a heavy woollen abba over their od/er gannent.s j here, where 
every house has a chimney for fire in the winter, and where the 
summer even is cool and temperate, it is ·the custom to wear. the . 
smallest possible quantity of clothes, and the heaviest garment known 
among them is a jubbe or benish .of Angora shalloon. 

The women, both Moslem and Christian, cover themselves with 
the blue cbequered cloth used in Eg}lpt, which gives a general air 
of meanness to the whole dress. . The former of these content ... . 
themselves with covering the mouth only, "l1d. the latt~r ~ en-
tirely unveiled. Among them I saw but few that were handsome, 
thollgh.alI had fine eomnlexions: and·';t was here that I first notiCfd 

2c 
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among the female 0 aments, a marking an approach 
to more m modes of adorning. 

All the boys, and many gro oung men, wear ear-rings; 
though most of th m content mselv with one of a 'large size 
in the right ear. The eruption in the face is seen here, in about 
the same degree at Aleppo, though less 0 than at Orfah; and it 
would thus seem to be the effect of some cause not locall confined 
to a small space, at least. 

At sun-set, I received a message from the adjee Abd-el-Rakh
min, requesting my attendance at a upper-party, given to him by 
his friends, in the open court of a large house. Our entertainment 
was really bountiful, and it was followed by a dessert of choice 
fruits, t e produce of the neighbouring gardens. I departed. from 
them, with many kind expr . ons of regret at this sudden sepa
ration, a d a thou nd wi hes for an agreeable journey and a safe 
and speedy return. . 



CHAPTER X. 

JO R J<~Y FROM MARDIN TO DIARllEKR. 

JUNE 25tho-Had my guide appeared at th a.ppointed hour, 
it would have been worthy of remark, as a singular instance of 
Eastern punctuality; but it was high noon before he cam, an 
then other causes delayed us till longer. 

This man, whose name was Hu in, was one of the most noto
rious robbe a ong the Koord hOl'Semen belonging to the different 
indepe t chiefs in his neighbourhood; and, by me of those 

o rcised their kind for me in the affair of ngaging 
om f<R' th journey, he chosen as the safeirt; passport I could 

ugh my intended route; though, by oth rs, it was pro
rtain, either that he would pilfer m , under the pre-

• 
pri~Iel[lt8 due to him If, or that he wou cause me to 
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be well Ik>eced by others with whom he would place himself in 
leahrue . The former was the co~fidcncc of the nlany, the lattec the 
fears of the few. The very cxistenrp of these, however, induced us 
to take all possible precaution in the affitir, and it waR determined 
that I should conceal what money I had in my khomr, or girdle, 
and pass as an unfortunate merchant of' Egypt, who had· no pro
perty, but wal' going to llagdad under the hope of amending my 
fortune. 

The Patriarch and Chief.., of the convent, with their mercantile 
friends of the city, all approved of this measure, so that such 
duplicity must be common in the country, and the necessity for it 
very strong to induce such men to advise it. The Koord pledged 
himself, by all that was sacred, to prote(~t my peNion from the open 
insult of' strangcr~ and to die in my defence ; adding, that this was 
the only dang(~r to be apprehended, for, as to being pilfered, we 
were going the whole of the way among his friends amI companions, 
who were mcn muth too honourable to be guilty of suell treachery. 

We set out together ahout an hour after noon, and going to the . 
western quarter of the town, pUlSed through the Bah el Room. It 
('ould be Sf.'Cn here, that the whole of the wall of (~nclosure, going 
trom the extremitie8 of the castle-rock around the town, was of 
Mohammedan work, and of the most inferior kind. 

From this gate we descended over the steep side of the hill, 
int.o a broad and deep valley, drinking at a fountain in the way, 
8lld leaving on our right a small village called Allipoor, seated 
beneath the castle, on its northern ,side, amidst gardens and wild 
brush-wood. We went nearly north through this valley, and, as-' 
cending ov~r its boundary-hill in that quarter, came in about two 
hours to a beautiful winding vale, called Waadi Zennaar, or the 
Valley of the Girdle. I ts name was most appropriate, as it formed a 
narrow belt of the richest verdure, between two hare ridges of 
rock, and was watered bv a small rivulet following the course of its 

• centre. 
Descendil)jl; -into this, we halted at a delicious spot, and repooed 
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for an hour upon a carpet of green turf, beneath the shade of lofty 
and wide-spreading t.rees, in the midst of which reared some tall 
and stately cypresses, whose dark and thickly-interwoven loliage 
formed an impcnetrabl(~ veil to the sun declining in the west 
behind them. We were served here by a Pilgrim Shereef. one of 
Hussein's best friends, with coffee and fruit~ among whi<~h were 
<:hcrries and apples, e<lual to tho~c of I~n~lalld, and produced in 
the Sherccf's own garden. 

An Indian Dervish, who had heell thirtL"CII years from his home, 
on a journey to Mec('1l, and had reached thu~ far on his way bru::k 
again, joined us here; and, after partaking of our Hue, sung both 
Arabic and Hindoostanec songs, to the sound of' a tambour, with 
which he measured his time. Some of these mell, 1 was told, spend 
the best half of their lives in making only one pilgrimage to the 
Caaba, and the city of their l)rophet. We heard indeed of' one 
who had been thirty yearS thus_employed, anel who only six months 
since had set out from Maniin towards Mousut. 

These Pilgrims begin their pilgrimages at the age of' manhood, 
from various parts of India, and 38 they carry nothing with them 
but their scrip and staff, and subsist entirely by charity on the way, 
they are often three or four years before they reach the object of 
their devotion, making long halts at every town they pass. and 
travelling always on foot. On their return from Me(:ca, however, 
their progress is still more tardy, for being now honoured with the 
title of Hadjee, and highly respected as the holic'St kind of Del-' 
vishe .. they are well treated and well fed wherever they go. This 
life of indolp-nc'C and good living is found by them so superior to 
that of their early days in India, that it is scarcely to be wondered 
at if they should wish to perpetuate it, by prolonging their stay in 
the countries in which they enjoy it. Some, therefore, end their 
days. in their journey back. If any reach their Qwn land again, it is 
that, going always farther and farther on, to keep up the pretence of 
moving homeward, after a lelJt,'lh ;'f time tl)ey find themselves 
getting out of the great Mohammedan world, upo~. \<!Ie confines of 
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their own country, whcrt.~ infidels and idolaters pay th~m no IUICh 

honours as had strewNl tht~jl' way t.hus fitT, and they ha8t(~n to end 
their pilgrimage amoup; such of t.heir friends a.. .. are of their own 
faith, and sudl of their relatives as may he still left alive to 'velcom{~ 

their protradt'll return. 
On remountin~ our horses, we fbllowt,-'tl the course of the Waadi 

Zennaar to the north-wL'St, having water, woou, and gardens, all the 
way, and se('in~ )HallY small n.>tl squirrds playing on the branche):; 
of the trL'eS. I t was here, that I first saw tlw (~OImnon magpie. a 
bird not before remarked b,v me in any part of Turkey, and even 
here seemingly rJrc, as this solitary bird wa~ the only one that 

appeare-d. 
'Ve continUf..-.u to go through the V<IJl{~y for about an hour, when, 

passin~ over the ridge of hills that hounded it on the north. we 
entered into a Sl.'Cond valley, (:aHed Waadi Herma.n, c'}'wlly iertile 
and well wo(xlt.·d with the former, and having in it several well
cultivat{~l (:orll-ticld~ still ~n,'en, though the I-,'Tain wa."i f.ully ftH'lned 
in the car. There were two Villagl'~, Awclla and Ucrman, {~a(~h 

consisting of ahout fifty dwclijpgs of Koord families, and both 
under the government of an illuependant chid: (:alled Tamar Aga. 
Th~ ~ituatioJl of' these was, ill every r~peet, agrl.'eahle, and their 
inhahitants seemed to enjoy at OIu.:e Hecurity, health, and ahun- ' 
dance. 

. The residence of lily (:X)mpauion H u~cin heing at llenn8.n, we 
of'ghted at it just as the sun was sinking behind the lUll. by which 
the villa6't.':'; on the west arc hemmed in, and We were reccive(l, by 
hili wife and children, with a respect hordering on fear. A clean 
cotton mattress and cushions being placed for inC on -the terrace, 
my guide absented himself for some time, leaving me alone w 
receive those who came to pay their evening visit to the stranger; 
but, as not one of the,"" sr-ke Arduic, and I myself did not· under
stand the Kooro tongue, we could not communieatc with C"dCh 
other. 

HWJSein SMl rt~turned, however. with an invitation trow ~ . 
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chief, Tamar Aga, to visit him. I at first, ' decii'l.led, ~mspecting the 
extortion of a present at least; but though I strongly objected, it 
was insisted that it was impossible to pass without visiting the chief, 
and that, in short, I could not be suffered to depart without per
forming this necessary duty . 

. We accordingly waited on the Ago.., and were received by him 
with that mixture of' dignity and ease, which belongs even to the 
10wL>st classes of the Turks, who display, on all occasion~, great self:' 
command and natural poiitcncl!is. The chief wa ... surroundet.l hy 
his armL..u followers, in aU the IKlmp ot' feudal authority; and though 
these men would eacll of them use liberties in conversation with 
their lord, whieh would scarcely he tolerated hdweclI e(luals among 
us, yet no one rlared to seat himself in his presl~nee. 

As not eVen my guide was aware of my being an European, 
I was introdu<~ed to the Aga as a merdlullt of Aleppo going to 
.Bagdad with the caravan- now at Manlin; but who, having some 

affairs to transact at Diarbckr, had profited by their halt, to go up 
to thpt city, and, in a day or two, intended returning again hy the 
same route. Our conversation was"t\t fiTht. general, but soon turned 
towards the dangers of the road, and the important henefits con
ferred on travellers, by those whose vigilance kept the road8 cl~ar 

. of the rohbers which usually intested them. This was followed hy a 
(,'ommission to procure certain articles from Diarbekr, in lieu of paying 
the usual tribute exacted from passengers who went this Wit): :tIl~1 

after some int.~ectual remolllStrdn(~eS on my part, I was ohliged .. 
yield to the demand, and to promise obedience. 

III the true spirit of the people of this country, the chief first 
exacted an arbitrary contribution, as a tribute to his local authority, 
and tben entertained me with all the liberality of a friend (If IOllg 
Eitanding. We all supped together, from rich dishes mostly pre
pared for the occasion; the house of the Aga was offered for my 
use, as long as I chose to remain in it, and the protection of his 
name or of his people for the rem~inder of 1JlY jouruey. I was 
I!Iad to have the pOwer of declining till. last, howevft~s the price of 
such safeguards is often more tban their value. I lhioretore retired 
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to the house of my guide, that we might sct out alone from then<:e 
in the morning. 

We were mounted at least an hour before day-break, and went 
from this valley, in which we had passl-U the night, up over hills of 
lime-stone, which were in genera.l steep aIh.l <:raggy, though their faces 
being covered with brush-wood gave them an agreeable appearancf>. 
When the day nrst dawned , we werc on the summit of these 
hilL'\, and after continuing over uneven ground, again dcscemled 
over a slope, covc..'red, like the former, with brush-wood, and reached 
the valley just as the sun rose. 

There was here a small village, called Galleen, which was seated 
Otl the side of a hill facing towards the north, and the m08t con

spicuous ol~ject in this was a castellatL--d dwelling, built 011 the edge 
of a cliff; ami commanding the who~c of the plain . This was the 
residence of another chicf~ named Hassan Aga, who ruled over only 
a smaH portion of territory, but, like the olle from whom we had 
just escaped, never failed to Ik-ece all who were worth, pillaging, 
whenever they passed through his possessions without a strong es
cort. W t~ therefore carefu By a"oided going into this village, and & 

it was about the hour when most of the inhabitants were taking 
their first meal after morning prayers, it was favourable to" our 
passing by without being ob~rved. 

Nothing could be more heautiful than the general aspect of this 
valley, or more romantic than the situation of the village of Gallecn, 
~i" the entranc:e of it. The hills, by which it was hemmed in so 
closely on all sides, were sufficiently broken ill their outline to be 
picturesque, and the narrow plain which skirted them at their 'feet 
was cluthed with the richest verdure. Corn-fields were seen iu 
different stages of growth, from the earliest appearance of the green 
blade, to the develor'ment of the ear on the yellow stalk, and the 
full ripe grain of the reli wheat now ready for the sickle,- , The 

• Similar variety in the progrctll:ii"e stntes of vegetation, all seen at the same tilJle 
and nearly on the 1!8111l" ~pot, is d('scribed a~ common about Quito, in Peru, in the 
voyage of Don UUrAt to South Am<>rica; nnd by Bruce, in hi! account of the ueenhlif 
Lalllaimon in Ahy~slma, 
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gardens and vineyards, occupying distant portions of the valley, 
gdve a great luxuriance to the picture; and a stream of fine clear 
water, which here meandered hetween hanks lined by full-foliaged 
trees and bushes, completed the union of' fertility and usefulness 
with wealth and beauty. 

We halted at this stream to retrL'Sh, as we had now gained a 
rufflcient distam'c from the town not to he ohserved from the1lce, 
and eonecived that we might theref()rc eat our hread ill peace . . Here 
we washed and prayed: for my guide, though a professed rohhcr, 
did not neglt.'et this common o.nty ~ ami after tmjoying a heart.y 
repast from our own scrip, and repo~in~ f()r an hour on the green 
.sod, while the hOThcS grazed hy 0111' side, we quitted this delightful 
spot, to renew our way. 

After going for two or three hours over rugged hill i: of limc
stone, spa}'in~ly clad with hruslJ-wooU, ano. keeping alwaYN a 
north-wt'~ter]y course, we reached a small vil1,lgC (",aHed Sho<lshccf: 
just as the 81111 wa!' Oil the meridian, or in time to pertc.lrm in puhlie 

our noon-day prayc.m;;. This village, seatpu on the side of a gentle 
asrent, was peoplc.~d dlicfly hy Koard:-;, ami its population was said 
to consist of sixt), families, or littl(, more than two hundred persons, 
who ',,"'ere aU peasants, and lived by tlw produec of tlwir fields and 
H()(~ks. \Ve were T(~(:eived by one of thl~ duers. who f\trnished our 
horses with food, and :-;et hefore UR some sour milk, the most 
refreshing heverage to he ohtained in these countries, and al Wi.l)'''i a 
welcome one in the summer of such a climate. 

After sleeping fi)r an hour, we remounted soon aflt>}' one o'clock, 
md' still went north-welterly over the same hed. of hills, which is 
~omposed of many smaller ridges, crossed transversely, in the direc
;ion in which we travelled,.as they stretch generally trom south-west 
(0 north-cast. The whole mass appears to be <:omposed of lime
stone, and to be bare of woOd, except in some few places where 
stunted trees and bushes clothe their sides. Their average height . . 
above the level of the plain of Mardin is less tljan a thousand teet; 
but even the valieys which are found among these ridges, of which 

. 2 D 
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the great, chain is composed, are at lea.."t five hundred feet above 
that plain; and some of them are as high a& tlte site of Mafdin 
itself. As they, therefore, ('njoy a tP-mpcrature highly favourable 

to vegetation, <trc amply watered by brooh and sprillgfll and receive 
the soil of the hills, as it is washed down into them by the winter 
mins, they may easily he conceived to be charming little spots, when 
contrasted with the sterile c\jo;pect of the hills by whieh they are 
generallyencotn)assed. 

At EI Assr, we reached the termination of' t.his bed of hill"" and 
by a very short dc~"Cnt came into a valley, through which ran a 
small stream of water. In this ~tream we Hoticed some of the same 
kind of'tortoises as arc .fimnd in the rivers of Syria, but they were 
here of (I smaller size. The plain itself was on a higher levd than 
most of' the valleys through whieh we had come, and hut little 
below the height. of Mardin, though that i~ seat.ed on tlw summit 
of a hill. At the entran<:c of it we observed a village! c(JUed Shukra 
Tuppe; whi(:h we left about a mile to the right, or _north-eust 
of our path. 

]n continuing; our way, we found this apparent plain to have, at 
first, a ~cntlc a."l(:cnt, and then to he formed of wavy land, the 
illL"'<Jualities of which ilre not perceptible at a disL'lnce. There were 
no eminences throughout it that "(:<)uld deserve the name of hiIls. i 
The Noil was every where abundant in quantity, and of sufficient 
depth for cultivation. I t seemed too of a fbrtile kind; for such 
portions of it ali were now sown with corn offered the prospect of an 
ample harvest, the wheat being formed in the ear, and ripening 
daily under the influence of an unclouded sun. 

In about two hours after our quitting the foot of the range of 
hills described, and first entering on thi. wavy land, we came to a 
small village "aU,,.) Akh . Tuppe. This, though now having a 
population of not more than thirty families, had been at" some 
former period evidently a place of more importance. Among the 
ruins of ancient bJ1ildings, i notieoo tb~ remains of a mosque, 
with the maso!IfY in intennediate layers of lime-stone and basalt. 
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so that, aN the blocks were well hewn into Sfluare forms, alternate 
layers of black amI white were produced j this i~ a (~avricc of taste 
to 'which both Arahs and Turks arc very partial, if one may jud(!c 
from the frequent instances in which it is met with in their ma
sonry, as well as others in which it is imitated by painting. Tht-' mi
naret of this mosque \vas still standing, and perfect; but the moscpw 
was without a roof, and seemed to have bt:.'eH UJwovered from the 
beginning. Beyond this was a decp well, at which some damsels of 
the village watered our IU)fses, and l>ennittetl us to drillk irom thl~ir 
vesselJoi, when, after an exchange of inquiril~s and hew ... -uictions, we 
pursued onr journey. 

It was sun-set when we nrst came in sight of the Tigris, an 
elbow of' which here hmlt towards the w(>:-;t., anti eanu.· within Jess 
than a quarter of a mile of our path. The river appeared from 
this wstarwc to he narrow, !iluggish, and low in its bed.'II/< It was 
here that we nrst saw tHe hlack porous lntsult, so common in the · 
Hauril.ll amI the plains east of the Euphratt.~s, all the hill:-; that we 
had trav('rsed from Mardin thus far I)l'ill~ of lime-st.oll(~. TIn: basalt 
appears Jll'fl~, however, 011 the river':-; wllk, and i~ said to follow the 
course of thc road all the way do,,·n to .Jezceret alld M ousuJ, and to 

he still t<mnd upon the baul..s of the Tigris upward heyond Di-
• arbekr, to near it~ SOllT(~e. It evidently cxtenu:-; wcsterly al:w from 
hence, prohably taIling into the Kara Dagh, or Black Mountains, 

Of the two rivers, Tigri!! /tnd Euphrates, which enc1ollt· Assyria, and givt' it the 

name of Me .. opotamia, lhe channel of the Tigris, lying much Im(lel', rtlCeives the wat('r 
of the laUt!r hy many trenches; and, 1ICve>raJ streams WS(l falling into it s own bosom, it 
"becomeli a great rj,·er ~fllfc it glides into the P{'rsill.n Gulf, jn~(lmuch that it is ('very 

where· impasM.ble by Ii ford, {elr it sprt'ads not out in br.:.·aelth so H$ to diminish it" 
depth, the land 011 both side!! bei\)g milch higher than the water; and it is not disJX~rsed 

into other channels. nor conveyed into other rivers, hut takes them into itself. Hut the 

Euphrates glides along a much higher channel, nnd is, in many ploecs, of equal height 
with the la.nds em each side, so that several stream!; are cut from it ; somc COU!;tallt ellles, 
which supply the inhabitant!! with water, ..... thcliS only occw;ional, when thc ncighhouring 
countnt'll happen to be parched up with drought, f<>r rains \leJdont fall in tht."lII· partll.-
1'"". Nat! HiBt. h. vii. c. 7. v. 2. p. 188. 
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and then joining the basaltic hasis of' the great plains, over 'ioich ,. 
we had journeyed sinee leaving Orfah. 

It was not yet dark when we reached a village called Poorang, 
where we halted to pass the night, as there was no hope of reaching 
Diarbekr in time to be admitted within the g'dU'S. The chief of this 
villaRc TCecivcd us very readily: and while the younger part of his 
family took (:an ' of our horses. and set ahollt to prepare our supper, 
he himself Npread carpet.., .mo ('ush.ioJll' f()r us on the terrace of his 
house, and sat. to entertain us with such eivilities as he L'OJ)(~eived 

most agreeable to us after OUT journey. The population of this 
village, to the nUmh('T of' about a hundfl~d families, werc wholly 
Koonh. descendants of carly Sf'ttiCTS in the plain:;, who had ori
ginally ('onw down from tlu~ opposite mountains of Koordistan, 
The physiognomy of such as \\'(' saw secOlL.>d to he different both 
from the Turks and thc Arah countenance. The lornl of the head 
and filee WaN rounder. the ft~atures in general flatter, the complexion 

fair amI rucldy, and till' eyes dark and cxpn'sNive. The abodes of 
theS{' people w(~re deaner and lwat<>r than tlw hahitations oC tIl(' 
&,\111e daiSs of peasantry an' fhund to ue' (>it ll(~r in Egypt or Syria, and 
the furniture <IUd (-'oIlYcniclI(,cs of th(~ hOllsdlOld ('l'tuhlishm(~nt an', 
in every r('spext, ~uperior. 

10 addition to the hospitahle t reatm('nt which we received from 
our host., \\'(' W('Te entcrtain('d by a party who wt:re ('alieu iIi hy the 
old mall expressly for our amusement. This consisted of a robust 
mmllltainccr. who wore a pointed honnet and a faotar.,:ti<: dress, an 
effeminate youdl dressed in fbnale apparel, and decked with or
nament .. , and three men who plaYl.>d on musical instruments, in
duding a rude guitar, a reed or pipe, and a drum, beaten on 
hy the pahn of the hand and the fingers .. The man exhibited some 
extraordinary feats of strength and agility; the boy danced, and 
placed himself in ~uch lasci"iolls aJl(I wanton attitudes, a....; to draw 
forth shouts of approbation from an beholders." The music-

• S(!C the Note un th(~sc Eastern danCA:s in a fonner chapter. at pn.gc 5B. 
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was . rude, but very skilfully varied, from the abrupt and hurried 
meas'nre to which the Athlcta moved in his exercises of strength, 
to the rapturous softness and languishing cadence of the airs to 
which his effeminate companion danced. 

This entertainment was so perfectly suited to the taste of tht~ 
people here, that, in less than an hour after the exhibition began, 
every itldividual ill the village, mau, woman, and chilc4 had ga
thered upon the house-tops to enjoy as much of it as they were 
able, our own terra(~c not hdnp; sufficit'ntly large to contain morc 
than about fifty persons, and this was already so crowded as to makl' 
us apprehensive of its falling in. The festivity eontinued until a 13k 
hour, it })(>jy'g 10llg past midnight belore the party had. dispersed 
or the mu:;ic cern;cd. 



CHAPTER XI. 

DESCRIPTION OF DIARBEKR. 

JUNE 27th.-Notwithstanding that we were now within three 
hours only of Diarbekr, it was t ught so unsafe to go frolll hence 
to that city alone, that two horsemen had been waiting re the 
whole of the preceding day for the protection of additional compa-
nions, before they would venture to continue their journey.. y 
h~ during the entertainment of the t evening, solici r- -
mission to join us, and as they were known in the village, we readily 
consenrea to theit proposition. 

We quitted Poorang together at day-light, 'ng all four well 
mounted and well armed; a,ld the road being now un~b tructed by 
hills m: rocks, we s~ured o,ver the plains, as if we were ourselves 
bent on some plundering expedition. 
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In less than an hour we reached the Tigris, which here came 
from b soutb-west on our left, and flowed to the north-east on 
out right, making a great westerly bend as it goes by the town of 
Diarbekr; and here taking an easterly bend, so as to get again in 
the proper line of its descent to the sea, which is from north-west 
to outh-east. The banks of the river were helving, and its 
bed a mixture of earth and sand. I ts breadth across was not more 
than a hundred feet, and it was 80 shallow a to be fordable by our 
horses without wetting their riders. The waters were tolerably 
clear, and sweet to the taste, and the rate of the current seem~ not 
to exceed two miles per hour."" 

After cros ing the river, we came on a fine light sotI, now used 
as corn-land, and, as we rode past, started large flocks of b star
lings, to thc number of veral hundreds in each flight. Continuing 
on a course inclining more northerly, we came, in another hour, to 
the bank of the Tigris again, the river here coming from the north
east on our right, and flowing to the south-west on our left, or 
exactly the reverse of what we had found it before, from its making 
the serpentine bend described. 

It was on the moment of our coming on the brow of the slope, 
which here formed the outhern bank of the river, and gave us the 

. ew of the stream flowing by, that we caught the first sight of 
Diarbekr, which burst upon us all.,at once, and presented a picture 
of so much interest, that I involuntarily checked. the bridle of my 
horse to dwell upon the seen ; while my companions, to whom it 
was a familiar one, dasped across the river without heeding it for a 

nt, and stemmed. together a broader, deeper, and more rapid 
than we had cros before. t 

• While the Ten Thousand were e ped between the mountains of Curdistan and 
th Tigris, before they struck off' among the Curds, they had the curiosit to attempt 
MaI!!l't.Ii.·DiDc the ~th of the river. On one side of them, saY8 Xenophon, were 
~ JYgh mountains, and on the other a riv r 80 deep, that, when they sounded it 
with their· the endts of them did not eve. appear above the water. 

t Pliny &fays, that the Tigris, in Meeopotamia, is reckoned among the rivers that 
go under grouDIi aad re.appear -NtJI. HIM. h.1, e. l03-0-b. 6, c. 2"/. 
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The aspect of Diarbekr, at this first view, is that of a walled 
and fortified '"(Cit.y, seat.ed on a commanding eminence, apPearing to 
be strongly defended by its position as wdl as its works IVithout, 
and splendid, and wearing an air of great stateliness and opulenc(j, 
in its mosques and t.OWCri-' within. The (:oltntry, alllid ''''hich it is 
seat<..'<l, is every where f('rtilt, and proctuctih'. Loft.y mountains in 
the distance, while looking (·a.stward toward Koordistaft, ~ive an 
outline of great grandeur; in that direction, gardeu!\ and bridges, 
and pleasant smnmer-houses, s('cn Jlean~r at. hand, add softer lx~a\l
ties to the scene; while th(' passage of the Tigris, at the foot of 
the 11il1 Oil which thl' town i~ st.'ah.'d, offi. .. n; a combination of pie
turesque heauty, agri('ult ural wl'alt.ll, dOlllt.'stic convenience, and 
rural cnjo)"llu'llt. 

Afte r passing th(' Tigris a. st.·(:ond time, we w{'nt up a stt~cp road 
on the sidf> of ttl<.' hill, haying gardens helow us on our right, and 
extcn~i\'c (~enleI<'Ti(>s, in more ahrupt van('y~, on OHr It~ft, tiH we ap
proached tlw ~atc ('.all<:d, hy th(~ Turks, Mardin Kaupus('(', and by the 
Arabs, Bab d Mardin, from its heing the gat<' leading to anu. from 
that toWII. A 1Il3!oiS of the hal'mltic rock, on which the whole city of 
Diarl)('kr is built, huving rc(x'ntly fallen away, cxpo1'i-ed to view an 
cxtensi\'(~ (·luster of dist inctly-formed basaltic (~olumns. These 
were in f.!:cncl·al of a pentagonal form, 8om~ of t.h(~m shewing a 
length of M'O or fifteen feet, and appearing to be about a foot or 
fifteen inches in tliamet{'r. The stone was of a dark colc;?pr, close
grained, and was the &'lme kind of basalt as that we 'had S&n, in all 
its different degrc(~s of firmness and porosity, from the valley Q{ the 
.Jordan to this place. 

On entering Oiarbckr, by the gate of Mardin, we passed th'fOilgh 
paved strCt:ts and {"f()\vdcd baza.rs, till we came nearly into the 
(:entre of the city: , wh(~re we alighted at the hOU8(' of a certain 
Yuseff, a Christian merchant, to whom the Syrian ]>atriarch, at 
Manlin, had giwll me a letter. He received us with great kindne88, 
and offered his utmQst .. sista~ce during our su.:y. The whole of 
JUs family and dependant~ were <'ailed in, to bid us welcome, and a 
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number of his friend~ and acquaintitnces, chiefly Christians, followed 
to see and congratulate the strangers. To Yusefr I knew I might 
safely entrust the secret of my being an Englishman, bejng aware 
that the communication of this would be as tfattering to him a~ ad
vantageous to myself I t was still concealed, however, from HI)' 

guide, and fr:om the few other Mohammedans who visited us; Lmt 
when these had retired, and the entcrtainmellt that had been has
tily prepared for the occasion was set before us, my guide, who had 
no more scruple~ than myself as to the use of forbidden draughts, 
followed my example in thi1:i partienlar, and we, therefore, still re
tained our Moslem (·.haracters in each other':; eye', though our prac
tices were {mtirciy Christian. ","' hile we sat around the hoard of 
our hospitable host, mCS1:iengcrs were sent to the Konauk Tatar 
Ag;iSi, or rendezvous of the Tartars, to ascertain whether there were 
any despatch-bearers uestim,>(] filr Bagdad, or whCtiWf any were soon 
expected from Constantinople. The pl'illcil):\1 object of our journey 
to this place was, indeed, to' find such lIle:-i!'cngcl"s, jf possible, in the 
direct road between these great ~ities, whidl stand at the extremes 
of the Turkish empire, and to accompany them on their way. This 
('..snnot be doue casually at any of the intt~rmediatc posts on the 
road, but must be efff.!ctcd at some one of' the head-quarters, in the 
great toWJlS at which they halt. It is here only that travellcr~ can 
make the Il(..-'Ccssary arrangement for the propp-f supply of stich a 
number of horses as they lllay require: a firman is then given to 
them, hy the governor of the city, authorizing them to demand thp. 
n~~r. specified, from those who have contraded to supply the 
pos~'S 011 the road, and all then goes on smoothly. Without 
suclf· a\thority from the government, the suppliers of the horses 
would no~ grant them to a stranger, even on payment of the 
common hire j as it is not the custom to lend out horses in this 
way to anyone, except the Sultan's messengers: for whom they are 
carefully re""rvep.. 

Our disappoint~ellt was great wIlen the messengers returned 
to tell us, that though there were ""veral Tjltars 'going to the north, 
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there were ~one destmed tor tlagdad": and from the recent Im..q~e 
of despatches that way, no couners from Constantinople were imml'>

diately expedt.'tl. Thil", however, they added, wus always Ullcer
'tain ; and we Wt're. tlwrefi:)J'c, advised to wait <l day or two, nnder 
the 1'),ope of lSOml~ arrival. ] II complying with tlus advice, we shou~d 
lose tilE' o('.('a:-;ioll of t.he caravan from Mar~lin, which s,tili remained, 
without lwin:.r certain of se~urin~ another; so that on rt.,flection I 
dl~tcrminl~d rather to hasten our return. As we had yet nearly tlu.' 
whole of the day hcforc us, J was desirous of' employing it in an ex
cursion ahout tIl(' tuwn, and in seeing illS mud) of itS interior aN the 
short periotl aHotted lor our stay would admit. }'or this purpose, 
a 1,ruide was furni~hl'd me hy Yusdf, the mcrehant, who was re
commended to me as comhining the useful (lualitics of fidelity and 
great local knowledge, acqulrcd during a IOllg residence here , "and 
besides thi:-;, he was perfbctly acquainted with Arahic, which enahk-d 
us to <.:ommunic,atc fredy. With this mim I traverSt.'<l the interior 
of the city, in every diredioll, visit.in:.! the mOMJucs, the haziirs, and 
the baths~ and, aft.er nearly four hours' rambling throu~h ctowucd 

. fltrc~ts and narrow passages, halting to observe ):juth huildings an<.\ 
plac::es as were more particularly curious, we came at last to the 
<"itadel, which stands at tlw opposite extremity of the town to tilat 
by which we entered it. l~rom hen<.-'C we enjoyed a more com
manding view ~)f the whole city, spread out beneath us, as well as 
of the snrroulI(ling c-<>untry, than we could have done from any 
other 8pot; and, alluing the more minute features, which we hall 
(~ol1ected in our peregrinations through the town, to this panoramic 
picture of it, noted on the spot, the following was the general 
result . 

The city of Diarhekr is seated on a mass of basaltic rock, rising 
in an eminen(~c on the west hank of the Tigris, the stream of that 
river flowing hy the foot of this hill, from north--east to south-west, 
us it makes a sharp bend in that direction f,o"! the northwaro. 
The form of the to,wn is very'nearly circular: it is walled all around, 
and is ahout three miles i.n circuit. 
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There are four gates now open in the C1ty, ,In!} thefoie are called 
by the names of the respective quarters of the (~o untry to and ti'om 
whlch they lead. The first, w hidl is on the south-west. is called 
Bah el Mardin, or Mardin KauJ>lIsce: the ~ccolld, on tIle wes~, is 
<'1l11ed Bab cl ROllrn, or OroutH Kaupu:-icc: the third, on the nortll, 
is called Bab el Jebe~ or Daugh Kaupusee; anll the fourth, on the 
cast, is called nab cl .Jcdt~ed, or Yenghi Kaupnsec. The first leaus 
to Mardin, the setxmd to Asia Minor, or ltoumclia, the thiro to the 
mountains of Armenia and Koordistan, and tlw fourth, whieh is a 
n(~w one, to the ri vel". 

The cjtadd, standing ahout midway between these two last
named gates, is thus in the north-east angle of the town; and, St~att..>d 
on the eminence of rock here. in a line with the walls, it overlooks 
th~ stream of the Tigris below. and hy it l:i elevation commands 
the whole of' the town. The city- walls haYl~ round and square 
towers, at irregular intervaLs, and being high and strougly built of 
hewn stone, present all appearance of great strength; lHit the most 
securely fortified portion of it is thilt on the north, where the 
square toWCrJ-i are vcry thit:kly pla<:ed, and where there is a 10llg 
battery of guns mountt..-d, poil~tjn.g throngh covered (·llIbrasures. 

The remote hounilanc!S of t he view from lwnee, while standing 
on the citadel, are sufficiently markf'd to convoy an itlea of the 
nature of the {:ountry in which this city is placed. On the west. is 
seen the range of Karl.~j Dagh, or the black hill!->, which are of a 
moderate height, regular outliHe, and distant from ten to fifteen 
miles, going in a north-east ami south-west direct.ion. On the north 
arc seen the lofty mountains of ,l\1oosh J>agh, over which the road 
lead§' i'nto Armenia and to Erz~roum, the llIountilins themsc]vc:-i 
being distant about twenty miles east, and stretching from west to 
east.;, as if a continuation of the chain of Taurus. 

To the north-north-east, the Tigris is ~ecn winding downward 
from .. its sour"" .in the hills, about four days' journey off; till it 
reaches the town itself, when ii bends to the S?uth-west, amI runs 
past it iu that direction, tin it recovers ,its fonner course by a con-
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tTary bend, as before described. On the north-east, another .. portion 
of the Moosh Dagh is secn, covered with snow, the range .pf 'jt:£ 

chain here bending south-Wl-Nter]y, to go down through Koo~~n 
in the line of the Tigris, running nearly para]Jel with its streant'f>ut 
at some distam:e beyond its eastern bank. 011 the south-cast, the 
wavy land amI hills over which we had rome from Mardin offered 
no particular objects to the vicw. And on the south-west is seen 
a portion of the Karaj Dagh, and the plain, leading in that direction 
towards Orfah. .. 

The citadel, which enjoyed so (:onlillanding a position here, is 
now abandonetl, and completely in fuins. 'Ve had even difficulty 
in ascending to the platform near its centre, heing ohligL'tl to mount 
over ruhbish and ' fallen fi'agTBcnts; ano, OJ) reaching t.he top, we 
found t.he desolation so (·omplct.e, that several of the dismounted 
cannon, ",,-hieh had IK-'cn left there, werc now more than half hurjt~ 
in t.he earth and long hJTI1SS that had grown up around them. The 
form of the citadd is nearly cin:ular; and it endosed a space of at 
least a furlong in diameter. Within its ruined enceinte, is still the 

': palace of the Pasha, which is a commtxliuus rather thm) a splendid 
huilding. Attached to it are extp.llsivc stablc!S, and a Maidin, or 
open Rpacc, where the hOT1~es are kept in the air, and where the 
horsemen l;ometimes exercise in the use of the jereed. One of the 
places used as a stablp presents the ruins of a handsome and nQble 
edifiee, with fillely-constructcd domes of briek-work, and a beautiful 
door with columns and pilasters, most probahly the remains of an 
old Christian building. 

In the lower part of the citadel, near one of the gates of entrance, 
and now, indeed, the only one, as two of the former arc closed UP7 . 

we saw a numher of brass cannon of different calibre, lying ne
glected on the ground. The largest of these had a bore etjual to 
that of a twenty-four pounder, the smallest were of the size of our 
long nines, but were nearly double the length of our longest~ .. 
Some of these pieces had on them Arabie inscriptions, of t~" 

• • 
of the 11l3th year of the Hejira, or A. D. 1735,80 that they could 
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hardly have ·been used here before they had IHlen into neglect. 
The~ were also some bombs and mortars of brass, and old armour 
of ~n; but the guns were all dismounted, and every thing lay in 
on;'-'i"ndistinguished heap.· 

The town of Diarbekr, as seen from this height, does not ap!""r 
to cover sO great an extent of ground as Orfah, nor are the hOUSL"S 

within it so thickly placed. The aspect is extremely different; the 
buildings of Orfah being generally constructed of white lime-stone, 
and those of Diarbekr being all built of black basalt in the lower 
stories, and of dark-eoloured hrick in the upper ones. There are, 
however, several mosques, towers, and little g'drden-plots with trees, 
seen in different parts of the town. which relieve the sombre (Xllour of 
the buildings, and the sameness which a succession of flat terraces 
always produces. 

The population is estimated at. an extravagant rate, by the peo
ple of the country themselves; but it may be safely asscrt<~, that at 
the present moment there arc about fifty thousand inhabitants. 
The great mass of' these are Osmanli Turks, as soldiers, government 
officl!rs, merchants, and mechanics. Besides these, the Armenians. . 
who, next to t.he Turks, arc the most numerous, are thought to have 
a thousand families. The Ar:t.b, Turkish, and Armenian followers 
of the Catholic communion, have five hundred families. The 
Syrian sect are thought to inc\ud", at least,· four hundred iamilie&. 
Thc Greeks, who are the least numerous among the Christians here, 
have about tifty. But the Jews have of late so .-apidly declined, 
by emigration to Bagdad, Aleppo, and Constantinople, that there 
are now not more than a dozen houses of them. left . 

• Ammianu8 Marcellinu8, in detoCribing his flight to thi!l dty, !!ays, .. It is sealcd 
. on an eminence, llcCi;!ssible aruy by a narrow path cut out of the ruck." He adds al!OO, 

u tJ1&t Constantiu8 surrounded Amida with walls and towers, and f'umisht'<l it with 11 

tqg&zine of warlike machines." He adds, after an accurate description of it:; Cnl·jronN, 

""Jhat.._ere was in the centre of the city, anci.ncar the fortress, a large fountain, of 
wtich~ ~water WIUI drinkablc, though, during the very hQt weather, it had Il. ills. 
agreeable odour,"-lib. xviii. c. 9. v. 1. 
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Of the mosques seen from the citadel, there arc fiftccn with 
minarets, nine of these having circular shafts and ~alleries in the 
~fohammedan style, and the remaining six having sqmire towers 
after the manner of' Christian churches, which it is gCllcrally thougllt 
these edifices once were. There are five other mosques, with p,omes 
or cupolas only, and sc,'cral smaller ones without any distinbruishin~ 
mark, making, altogether, about twenty-fin' Mohammedan placc6 of 
worship. Of t.he Christian churches, the Armenians have two, one 
of which is large find richly decorated, and the other is smaller, hut 
more tastefully adornod. 'The Catholics have a chureh, and a cort
vent attached to it, in *"hich two Italian Capuchin Friars live, ,vith 
their usual dependents. The Syrians and the Greeks have also a 
pJaec of' worship each, and the few .feu's ha\'l~ a small synagogue fC)T 

their !'ervice, whirh complctCt!i the whole of the rcligiow; buildings 
within the ,,;alls. 

There are upwards of twenty baths in the town; of which the 
principal are, the Hath of Wahab Ag.t, the Pasha's lIath, the llath 
of the Market, the Castle-Bath, and the Baths of the Cainel and 

<:t:tlC Ass. The two fir:-t derive their names from their foullders; the 
two next, from their situations; and the two lafit from their peculiar 
features, that of the (~alJlcl being the largest and most spacious in all 
its interior divisions, and that of the ass having so little to recom
mend it but ib cheapness, that none hut as~drivers and asses, 
accordin~ to the saying hert', would even visit it., though it is fre
,[uentcd by all the pOOl' Jl<"'ple of the· town. 

There arc ahout fifteen khans or earavanserais, of which the 
chief al'(', Khan Hassan ]'asha. Khan Cheufffi, Yengi Khan. Kltan 
Paga ()~hle,., Khan Ahha Chia, Khan Kirkasha, Khan Scghcutty, 
KlJaIl DcliuaNhi, Khan Khalah, Khan Thaboon, and Khan Arratha, 
The first of thcf.C is particul,arly fine, alld foIuperjpr to any of those 
at Orfal!. In it:-; lower court, the ('orn-market is'mmally held. Its 
magdzinf-'s, within the piazza, which runs around this, are genciaJi-y : 
filled with goods. . ] 11 the upper galleries arc carried on several 
trades and manufactures. The, rooms around form the lodgings of 
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the travellers who halt here; and above all is up upper story, with 
apartmen~s: for the harems or families of those who may sojourn 
h(~re, with kitchens, fire-places, and other domestic conveniences. 

The bazars arc not so regularly laid out, or so well (~overed in, 
as in the large towns of' Turkey generally. Tllt~y are narrow, often 
crooked, and mostly roofed-over with wood. They arc, however, 
well supplied with goods of' all descriptions that arc in request here, 
and, during the regular hours of business, are thronged with people. 
The manufudures of the town are chiefly silk and cotton stuffs, 
similar to those made at Damascus; "prinu...od muslin shawls and 
handkerchiefs, morocco leather in skins of aU colours, smith's work 
in hardware, ;"J.nd pipes for smoki!lg made of the jasrnin branch, 
covered with muslin and emhroidert."fi with gold and silver thread. 
There art: thought to be no less than fiftc.~Jl hundred looms em
ployed in weaving of stuffs; ahout five hunUrt.'<i printers of cotton, 
who perform their lab01.lTN in the KllUn Hassan l'>asha, after 
the same manner as i>efore descrilJ<.>d at Orfah; three hundrc>d 
manufacturers of leather in the skin, besides those who work it into 
shoes, saddlery, and other branches of its consumption; a hundred 
smiths; and a hun<1red and fifty makcTN of ornamented pipe-stems 
only, besides those who make the clay balls, amber niouth-pieces, 
&c. The cloths consumed here are obtained from Europe, through 
Aleppo, as well as most of the glass ware, which is German; and 
fine muslins, Cashmere-shawls, spices, and drugs, come to them from 
India, through Bagdad; hu~ most of the articles of domestic neces
sity can be procured in the place from its own resources, as every 
species of fruit and provisions arc abundant and cheap, and the 
common manufactures of the town are sufficient to supply the 
wants of the great mass "f the population. 

The present Jiovernor of the Pashalick and city of Diari>ckr, 
!"hose name is KnUendar Pasha, has the dignity of thre,' u.ils, ami 
IS ."therefore immediately dependent on the Sublime Porte only, 
without acknowlt.-dging any intermediate chief. His force within 
the city is said to consist of about a thou~d soldiers, of whom 


