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more than half are Turkish cavalry, and the remainder Turkish 
and Albanian foot. In the remow part of his territory, however, 
there are always petty chiefs, both among the Turks' and· the 
Koords, who, in (~ase of ne~tl, do him mititary service with "their 
followers, on <:ondition of <:ertain privile~es and exemptions granted 
them in return, Even among the people here, in the heart of tht.~ 
Turkish empire, wher.e dc~potism is so tamiliar to all, the gOvt:l'll

ment of KlIUemlaT Pasha is thought to he severe; though,judging 
from external appearances, there arc few towns in whi~'!h there to' 

seem to he more of persOnal libert)" compcten"ce, and comfort'" 
among all class, .. of people, 

On descending from the cit,adcl, we went to the bath of the 
<~ast1e, which adjoi'.li! a lllosque with a high square tower, and is 
close hy the Mausoleum of a former Pasha, whose memory is held 
by all ill great re.pect. We found here ev~ry thing that could 
contribute to the luxury of this ~cnjoyment, and as a refreshment 
was prepared for us while Wt~ were in the inner bath, we partook of 

,it 011 our ca'1lets and cu~hions before dressing, and werc.:''rcno
vated and refreshed. by this agreeable combination, after our fa . 
tiguing ramble through the tOWH. 

On leaving the bath, as it was ncar sun-set, we went to the Jamah 
Kirkashoon. or Jamah cl Russfui.--a mosguc 80 called, from its fine 
dome and roof being completely covered with sheet lead-to per
form our evening devotions, my guide being him~lf · a Mohamme
dan, and believing me to be of the same faith. The court of this 
mosque is spt'lcious, and its fi·ont grand aQd beautiful. It is entert.'tl 
through a portico of eight pillar,., which, from the singuhir appear
ance of their surfhce, appear like a composition, but are each a shaft 
of one solid stone. The dome and the lofty ininarct, which rise 
from the edifice; are also very fine, and give to tJle whole an effect 
of great strength and stateliness, The interior,like that of most 

. Mohammcodan temple,., is perfectly unadorned, having.only the n~ 
pointing to Mecca, ~ pulpit, and lamp,., witli carpets on the pav": 
Dlent fOT prayer. 
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On our return homeward, we stopped at a smelting-house, where 
they were running copper ore into large cakes, aLout the form, size, 
and ,":cighf of' those sent from the stannaries in Cornwall, hut les:; 
purely'refine..! from the dross. We were told here, that the copper 
ore was brought from a place callt'<i ~aadan, three days' journey to 
tht! north-east of this, and that, when smelk~, it was sent by cara
vans to Orfah, MOllsul, Bagdad, and Bussorah. Our inquiries re
garding the price and the quantity annually exported were sus-

. pected to arise from interested views, and were not so readily 
answered. 

Among the minarets of' the milliques, 1 notict!d some that were 
highly sculptured, and in several of the square towers were intel'
mediat.e layers of roo burnt--brick work, mixed wit\1roi-lSOliry of stone, 
after the manner of the Roman towers in the walls at Antioch? and 
quite as well executed as the buildings ihere. Amid the ruins of 
the castle, too, we had seen some fine ar~hcs of' highly burnt brit~ks, 
which, from their form, as well as material, looked more like Roman 
than Saracenic work. In the baziirs and baths, there arc portions of 
brick-work of a similar kind, which are, however, 'decidedly Moham- .. 

medan, as well as the mi>U.ure of basalt and lime-stone, in inrenne
diate layers of black and white, in the khans and other large build
ings. Among the broken .oolumns of black basalt, which are seen 
scattered in ~fferellt quarters of the town, there are, however, 
several Ionic capitals, which call lcave no doubt of their being of 
Greek origin, and previous to'the invasion of this country, either by 
the Turks or · the Saracens. , 

It is from the ~ircumstance of the wall and buildings of this 
city beillg constructe.<! almost wholly of this hlack stone, that it is 
calIed,~:oy , the Turks;· Kara Amid, or the Black Amid. Amida was 
its IIIiclent name," iand it.~ present one of Diarbekr, which prevails 
chiefly with :the Arabs, is from the ~ame of the province of which 
it,,,,, the capita:l, lor the Turks still use the · name of Amid, as 

Cell&rius, Anc . . Geog. lib. iii . c, 15, p. 441. 
2 t· 
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applied to the city, in all their public writings. According to D'Her
helot., the author of the Arabic History, calk>d: Tarikh Montekheb, 
pretends that this place was built hy Shah Amurdth, a king of 
Persia, of the first dynasty. The emperor Constantine fortified it 
against the Persians. It was afterwards pillaged and partly hurnt 
by Tamerhmt:', in breach of a solemn engagement, in the year of' 
the Ht;jira 71)6, and, after that, Usuncassan and the other kings of' 
Persia hftd successively rendered themselves masters of it. Selirn; 
the first Sulum of the Osmanli Turks, retook it from Shah Isrt'aeJ,' 
in the year of the Hejira 921, and established there a Bcgler~g, ' 
or governor of' a province, with twelve sanjia(:ks, or standards, under 
hi • m. 

In the History of the Invasion of Mesopotamia by Sapor, 
A . .J? 3.')9, the particulars.ot' the siege of Amida are detailed; with 
much eloquence, by thl'author of the Decline and "Fall of the 
Roman Empire. , After describing the military pomp of the arrn'Y., 
of this sovereign, from the plains of Assyria towards those of 
Mc'Sopotamia, and the obstacles opposed to their march by t\ae 
precautions that had heen taken to retard their progress or ~d~feat 
their design, he says, that though Sapor oyerlooked the strength 
of Nisibi" he TL'SOlved, as he passed under the 'walls of Alllida, to 
try whether the majesty of his presence would not awe the gar
rison into immediate submission. An attack was made by a select 
body of troop" whi"h was answered by a general discharge, in which 
the only SOil of the besieging prince was pierced through the heart 
by a javelin, shot from one of the balislre. The funeral of the , 
youth was celebrated according to the rites of Iiis. j!OUDtry, -and the 
grief of the aged father was alleviated by the .solelJlft. promise of 
Sapor, that the guilty city of Amida should 'serve as 'a funeral pile 
to expiate the death, and to perpet~te the memory, of his son. 

The Emperor Constantiuo had recently conferred on Ami<40 the 
honour of his own name, and the additional fortifications elf stlfmg 

llibliotheque OrieDtale, tom.i.;p. 210. 
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w.lils and lofty towers. It was provided with an ",rsenal· of military 
engines, and the ordinary garrison had been reinforced to the amount 
of seven legions, when the place was invested by the arms of Sapor. 
The assault was again made; but, after an obstinate eomhat, the 
besiegers were repulsed; and though they incessantly returned to 
the charge, they were again driven back with a dreadful slaughter. 
In one of the fiercest of these repeated as~au]ts, Amida was ~e
'hayed by the treachery of a deserter, who indicated to the barba-·.ria'" a secret and neglected staircase, scooped out of the rock that 
hangs over the stream of the Tigris. After Sapor had tried, without 
success, the efficacy of force and stratagem, he had recourse to the 
slower hut more certain operations of a regular ~iege, in the con
duct of'which he was instrueteti by the skill of'the Roman deserters. 
But. every mode of' resistance whi(~h art, could suggest, or courage 
,,!,ul<l exectlte, was employed in the de~ence of Amida, and the 
.,works of Sapor were more' than once destroyed by the fire of the 
Romans. The resources of a besieged city may, however, be ex
lausted. The Persians repaired their losses, and pushed their 
app~oach~; a large breach was made hy the battering ram, and 
the strellf,-t.h of the g-arrisoo, wasted by the sword and by disc'llse, 
yielded j.o the fury of the assault. The soldiers, the citi7.ens, their 
wives, their children, all who had not time t.o escape through the 
opposite gate, were involved by the conquerocs in a promisellous 
massacre,· 

Wb-cn Jovian evacuated Nisibis and Singara, and restored the 
five provinces o~ the T,igris to the Persians, about four years after 
this siege of Amida, or A. D. 363, .the urulappy fugitives of the 
fonlle.r eity,now ('l)mpell~ to abandon their homes, were seated in 
a new-built quarter of Amida; and that rising city, with the re
inforcement of a considerab~e colony, soon recovered its fonner 
splendour, and became the capital of Mesopotamia.t , 

• Gibbon's Roman Empire, vol. iii. pp.205-J209. 8\'n. 
t Ibid. vol. iv. c. 24. p. SJiO. avo. 
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During the Persi.n war of' Kobod, A. D. 505, Amid. again sus
tained a long and destructive siege. At the end of thr~.",onths, 
says the historian, the loss of' fifty thousand of the soldier«" of Ca; 
bades or Kob.d was 1I0t balaneed;by any pr""pect of success, arid it 
was in vain that the l\1agi deduced a tlatt.ering prL>diction from the 
indecency of the women on the ramparts. At length, in a silent 
night, they as("ended the most accessible tower, which was guarded 
only by a few. monks, oppressed after the duties of a festival with 
sleep and wine. Scaling-ladders were applied at the down of day; 
the presence of. Cal:tades, his stcrp command, and his drawn sword, 
compelled the Persians to vanquish; and, before it was sheathed, 
four thousand of the inhabitants had expiated the blood of their 
(~mpanions.'" . 

The pillage of Tamerlanc was nearly nine hundred years after 
this event, or A. D. 1393':' and the s",",cssive sieges and captures 
of this place by Usuncassan and the other Kings of Persia followed, 
until it was conquered by Selim, the first Sultan of the Osmanli 

• 
Turks, in A. D. 1515. It fell again, however, under the Persian 
power, in lc:o:s than a century afterwards, or about the year 1605. 
In the history of the Suffave.n dynasty of Persian kings, after de
scribing a bloody hattie between the Persians and the Turks, in 
which the latter were entirely defeated; another mstorian says, 
from the period of this great victory till the death of Shah Abbas, 
he not 'only kept the · Turks in complete check, but recovered all 
the territories which that nation had before taken from Persia. 
They were successively driv~n from their poBSCssions along the shores 
of the Caspian, from Aderhijan, Georgia, K urdistan, 'Bagdad, Mousul, 
and Diar""kr, aU of which were re-annexed, by the sword of this 
monarch, tc? the Persian empirc.t 

In 1644, when Tavernier. travelled through these countries, 
Diarbekr seems still to have bee" considered as a part of I'ems, 
and as such he always speaks of it. He meiitions an opinion t~re, , '/' . . 

• Gibbon's Roman Empire, vol. vii. c. ~. p. 138. avo. 
t Sir John Malcolm'. Hititory of Peraia, ,,01. 'j, p. 6401. 



DESCRIPTION OF DIARBEKR. 221 

that th~ sixty-two towers in the outer wall wer~ built in honour of 
the ~~-two disciples of JeSu~ Christ; and says, that, in his day, 
tliere'-\vas an inscription over one of the gdtes, in Greek and Latin, 
that made mention of one Constantine. This was, no douht, an in
scription commemorating that emperor's repairs and embellishments 
h~re. I made many inquiries, both ~egartling this, and the secret 
~taircase scooped in the rock of the. citadel which overhangs the 
Tigris, as spoken of by Gibbon, but I could obtain no ",-'Count of 

• 
either i and, indeed, the wonder of those whom I consulted on these 
subjects was strongly excited by the questions, as they could not 
eOlwcive the motives which led to these inquiries, nor did they know 
any thing, even traditionally, of' the facts to which they alluded. In 
the time of Tavernier, the estimate of the population was much 
greater than at 'present, as . he numbers the Christians alone at 
twenty thousand, and states that the Bash. or Vizier could bring 
above twenty thousand horse into the field." 

Niebuhr, in 1766, thought the number of inhabited houses to 
be about sixteen thousand, and the fourth part· of these to be 
Christian dwellinb~' The government was then a Turkish one, as 
it still continues, nor uoes any material alteration seem to have 
taken place, since that period, except probably the ordinary change 
of governOrs.. The inscriptions in Kufic and Arabic, which he then 
copied from the walls, arc, as he described them in his til!le, but 
barely legible, from their being on a soft white lime-stonc, which is 
inlaid between layers of the black basalt, and from the opel"dtion of 
the atmosphere alone)s much more liable to injury than the hard 
stone of t.he wall. themselves. 

The Turks of Diarbekr are conceived to be more fanatic in their 
hatred of Christians than in other parts of tite empire: I had no 
opportunity of witnessing this, though it was confirmcod by the 
report of those resident here .... . It .wasat this pl"!.'C that I first 
nqticed the Armenian·calpac. a Sort of high and heavy cap of cloth, 

.. 0"· • 

• The Six Voy~of John Baptiste Taverruer, b. iii. Co 3. P: 104-. London, 1678 . 
.mall folio. 
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which is worn by the Annenians of Constantinopl;'J 'Smy~ 'and 
the north of Asia Minor, but extends no farther south t~_·. this; 
for in Aleppo, Orfah, Mardin, and all Syria and Egypt, "" well ali 
Mououl and na.,"<lad, as we were told, th..., are alway. replaced flY. 
turbans of the Arabic form. The ~oorlls lind Arabs who sojourn 
here preserve t.heir own peculiar and. respective costumes. T~ 
women wear their outer coverings sometimes of white muslin, as al 
Smyrna and Damascus; sometimt$ of check('red blue cotton, as in . . . 
most part..'l of Syria and Egypt; and sometimes of black e.ilk, as j~ 

usual among the wealthier classes of ladies at Cairo. Roth seXeR 

are subject to the eruption in th~ face, as at Aleppo and Orfah, but 
in a much less extensive dc~tee than ~t either of these places, the 
proportion here not exceeding one pcl'l'ion in forty . As at the 
former tou'lIS, it is attrihuted by some to the water, and by otherfo: 
to tru; air, of the place; the mode of treatment ' too is the same at 
each, and the effects nearly simi1.ar, leaving a scar on the part 
alfect\Jd after it hllS healed. 

• 
When we returned from our excursion aroulld the town, WI the 

gates were not yet shut, we intended. going out to the village of 
Pooraug to sleep, and ho""d by setting 011' Irom thence early in the 
morning to reach Mardin within the same day, in time to join the 
caravan on ils: march. \\r c accordingly took leave of Yuseft~ the 
merchant, amI. repaired to the Khan to rejoin our horses ~d mount 
there. My Koord guide was 1I0t at lirst to be lound; but, llt'ter 
sending emi~sa.l'ies in all ~jrections to seard~ for him, we at length 
discovered that he wa' held ' in personal arrest .hy a Turk of 
Diarbekr, to whom he was deeply indebted, .and who, .. h.wing met 
him uow for the lirst time during the last live Ye&rs, had laid 
violent hands upon his person, ilnd. s",orc by his beatrl, ami by that 
of the Prophet, that he would not set hini again at liberty, until 
a.portion, atleast, of tllC debt was paid. and some oecuritv offeredfor 
the reipaindcr .. 

The rellemption. of this man frolll hi. p,l'flS"rit bondage seemed 
to me so hopeless, that I did not even I!l&kean offer towani. it,' ~ut 

· 6 
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directedseal'Ch to be made after any other man who might · be 
qualified ' to g., with me as a guidc to Mardin, and who should be 
IirlIIciently well known to the chief., and their bands 011 the road, 
to' protect me by his presence from their rapacity. Sud, a person 
was at length disc:overed, though not without mueh difficulty, and 
IlI"fiting by the supposed urgency of" the case, demanded live hun. 
({red piastres for the undertaking! It was in vain to think of 
coming to terms after such an extravagant demancJ as this, so that 
the ~point was given up, and the man dismissed, amidst a volley of 
abuse and imprecations on us an, for havlJlg called him from his 
pipe and cushions on such" -a faithless errand. . 

I now returned to the ~han, witb a dHcrmination to set out 
on my journey alonf!, and run all hazard of the evils which would 
necessarily await me on my track. YusetF, the merchant., 31}d all 
his friends, very kindly and strenuously opposed SO ra....,h a measure, 
but there was no alternative between dping this or waiting here~ no 
one knew how 101l!(, for a better opportunity, and thereby losing the 
Mrovan at Mardin, without heing certain of' when or how I should 
be able to reach Mousul by any other. We accordingly rollSed up 
the keeper of the Khan, who had hy tins time closed his outer gates, 
and was taking a solitary pilw, and desired him to bring forth my 
horse; for though the city-gat~ were an dosed, a present of eight 
6r ten piastres would be sufficient to cause these to be thrown open 
for my going out.. The man came out, angry at being dtsturbed 
from his pleasures, an~ half indignant at.., the imprudence of one 
whom he supJlOsed to be at least the associate and partner of a 
common mtU'auder. He told us to give ourselves no further airs, 
as he had reooi rP.d. orders from tl.le Governor himself not to let the 
Koord or his Syrian companion go, until the enraged creditol", who 
had detained him, had · been ,",tisfied. Our horses had therdi,rc . . .. 

. ~ been secured, and the'keepe~ of1;hem peremptorily refused to 
J"1:&rate either the 'one qr ' the (1tlu":r. nnt.il hp hnfl received the 
Governor'. orders so ~ do. 

11\ tIais dilemma, noWng. remained to be done, but to make an 
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application to the Govemor himself, through the hest· a"f:epeedi~ 
channel, and as it was now long past sun-set, there WOllid be .coil ... 
sider-dhle difficulty in obtaining acress to his person. It was pri!
posed, therefore, that we should repair to Ute house of Yuseff, ant' 
endeavour to find out somc one of "the suite of the Pasha, whu w~ 
usually attt~ndant on his person, am) who, for a competent remune
ration, would no doubt undertake to ncgociate the affair. We 
accordingly returned to the merchant's dwelling, and in less than an 
hour afterwards a Turkish Effendi, onc of the Pasha's confidential 
secretaries, was found, who offen,oU, for an acknowledgment in 
moncy, to obtain both the liberdtlon of my own horse, and that of' 
the Koord too, he"lrC the rooming. For each of these he at first 
demanded two hundred piastres, hut, after many hickerings, he 
reduced his demanu to oue hundred. The liberation of the Koord 
himself he thought would not he so easy a task, as the order of the 
Pasha would be hardly sufficient to induce an enraged creditor to 
give up the hold which he had of his dehtor's person, the only 
security he could ever have from such a wandering char~ter for 
heing paid his due. 

The Turk had bt,en absent little more than an hour hefore he 
returned, bringing with him the keeper of' the khan, whom he had 
himself taken to the presence of the Pasha, to reccive the order for 
the liheration of'my horse, which he had undertaken to procure; and 
the ho~, being now sent for, was brought from the caravanseral to 
the court of Yuseff's housc, to assur~ us thc more-unc()uivocally of 
its freedom. I accordingly paid to Hassan, the Turk, the hundred 
piastres, for which we had originally harg-dined, and twenty-five 
more, which it was pronounced, hy general acclamation, I ought to 
pay the old keeper, as a present on delivering up hi. charge; and 
this, under the joy of the moment, I was not· prepared to dispute, 
heing sufficiently happy in. the belief, that I shou41 now ~ at Ii""€,ty 
to set out Wlth the roornmg's dawn, and at all events he free.' lb' 
purshe my journey ~Ione. 

An ample feast had heen all this while preparing, to which the 
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whole. ~ of Y useD's Christian aL"Iuaintance h>d been invited, ni 
oider to break the bread of friendship witlt an Englishman, all M<>
h,ammedans being excluded, that they might the more freely indulge 
the privileges of their common faith in midnight potions, and vent 
tteir indignation against their oppressors over the intoxicating 
draught. We sat down, to th~ number of about thirty, around a 
large metal salver, laden with dishes, which were put on, taken oiE 
and replaced by others in quick succession, after the fashion of the 
Turks. The feast was preceded by 80ngs in the Turkish language, 
most of them remarkable for their gross indelicacy. Large glasses of 
arrack were swallowed at short intervals, so that most of the party 
were intoxicat.ed before they began to eat, and as glasses were again 
served in pretty quick succession during the meal, many were quite 
drunk before it was ended. Loose songs were now 'followed by still 
looser conversations, and lascivious dances were next performed by 
men and· boys, without the grav(,'St among them being at all shocked 
at these Bac{'.hanalian orbries. The utmost freedom waq. given to 
their expressions of batred against the Turks; and though it was 
impossible not to feel pity for them, a .... toiuhjects of the most galling 
tyranny, or 1I0t to sympathise with them in their faintest struggles 
against so odious slavery, yet it was painful 'to sec that they 
quietly submitted to the yoke, and sutlered themselves to be trodden 
under foot while sober, and breathed fo,th slaughter and revenge only 
while they were drunk; leaving the impression that they would be 
as cruel, were they of the stronger party, as they are timid and un
resisting now that they are of the weaker. Here, upon the spot, ) 
was forcibly struck with the contrast which the mnduct and pro
fessions of th_ Christian teachers exhibited, when compared with 
the chanty of a former bishop of the same place, as related by 
Gillbo", and deservedly rescued by him from oblivion.-

, p .. .. , . This.AcaciU); of Amida, boldly declaring, that vases of gold and silver are 
'uRe1ees to' a God who neither eat8 nor drinks, ~ld the plate of the church of Atnida; 
'employed the price in the rcde~ption of 8(;ven thoulWld Persian captives, takcn in the 

Tbeodnti,p'war; suoP1ied their want8 with affectionate liberality, and dismissed them 

2 G 
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Acts of benevolence and Christian charity, !To 
they spring, lmInot be too frequently menti 
more lustre from amidst the aggra ted Wr(jfDft .• del' ..rH ....... 

¢alpJayed. But of the conduct to 
it is difficult to speak, cept 

oriental Christians of the nt day were not, wever; 
without their consolatIons, which they reciPf'lC8lly inte 
near the same languag as that attributed, · in ~ ry 
or the me historian~ to the Armenian archbishop I 
deplores, yet half ex the vices of Antasin the n 
suc of the Persian Chosroe ." 

ange ,m 
ext page 

hen he 

These midnight vels did not cease until the moming nigh, 
and e then many more had unk upon the floot: to. leep, from fa
tigue and intoxication, than had retired for the rpose of going to 
their own hom . The y downfall of the 0 medan po er, 
and the eternal damnation of all heretics and infidels, were the fa
vourite toasts; and the e, it is said, were so clearly recommended by 
holy writ, that drinking to their accomplishment was only supporting 
the word of Ga<L and hastening the drinker's own alvation. With 
this reiterated assurance, which was repeated on all side at every 
draught that was swallowed, sounds of cursing still reverberating in 
my ears, I tretched myself along upon the carpet, to catch an hour's 
repose before the dawn should summon me to begin my jou._"" .. 

hich the revolting scenes I had unwillingly witnessed h niade 
me most impatient to begin. 

to their native country, to inform the king of the true spirit of the religion which he 
persecuted."-Gibbon, vol. v. c. 32, p. 42']. 

• "Oue king," hay this mitred prelate, "is too much addictea lieebtiOUB pI~ 
Ul'e8; but he has been purified in the holy waten of bapti . • Icwer of 'WOIMD, 

but he doe Dot adore the fire or the elements. He rJ e ~ of lewd-
DelIS, but he is an undoubted Catholic; and his faith is pure, thouah his manDel'S ~ 
~U8." 



CHAPTER XII. 

FROM Dr RBEKR TO MARDIN, DARA, A D NISIBI . 

J U E 28th.-It was by the grey twilight of the morning that 
. .I saddled my horse, in ha te; when, rolling up my carpet behind 

me, and balancing my spear, I mounted in the court-yard of the 
merchant' house, and left the recently noisy party all now sound 
asleep, after the excesses of the preceding night. 

It was not yet un-ri when I reached the city-gate, 80 that 
thi w still t; and as the warders had received orders on the 

ening not to ufl'er either the Koord or myself to pass 
eD)J'el.gS penni ion from the governor, I w again arrested 
. the truth or my own liberation from the claim of my 

reditor could be ascertained. A well-tiined present 
n one of the guards to h8sten oft' to the palace, in order 

• 
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to make the ner.essary inquiries; while another · commanded a ser-. . 
vant to hold my horse, with a hope of something heing giveri-bim 
for his civility. The Aga of the guard, who had by this time just 
ended his morning pmyen;, then invited me to his carpet, and filling 
my pipe out of his own toba<!CO-oog, presented me also with a cup 
of his morning coffee, thus rendering my detention as agreeable as 
he could. 

The messenger at length ret.UJ'ncd, with a confirmation of' the 
truth of all thut I had stated, with respeel to my freedom: the ex
pected presents were paid, the gates were thrown open, and with ... 
the I'myers of the h'llards for the safe journey of one whom they 
supposed to he a heliever, going h",,'(\lcssly fOl:th into d<Ulger, I left 
the walls of Diarbekr to return to Mardin alone. 

Crossing the Tigris at the two fords, over which we had passed 
before, I was enabled to retrace my path with sufficient ease, and. 
pushed on through Poorang, Akh TuppC, Shukrah Tupp", and 
8ushoaf, going at a full trot nearly the whole of the wa~, halting 
only at these villages to drink, and to ask a few questions regard
ing the roads, now and then also ascending an eminence, to com
mand a more extensive view, and see if my way a-head was clear. 

It was about EI Assr when I reached Sushoaf, without having 
met with any ohstacle in my way; but it wag now nC<.'Cssary, as I 
irrtended to travel all night, to halt for an hour to refresh and re
pose. I accordingly alighk'(\ at the house of the Sheikh, who had 
entertained us on our way to Diarbekr, and beneath whose roof we 
had slept away an hour, securely sheltered from the heat of the 
mid-<lay sun. His first inquiry was naturally after my former com
panion, who had been long perwnally known to him; and though 
I ran the risk of incurring hlame for deserting him in his distress, , 
and probahly; too, of heing pillaged, sinee I was no longer under 
his protection, I thought it best to give a true and simple s$ate
ment of the cause of our separation. It had the effect I anticipated, 
in exciting hi. displeasure: hut this was softened by the obser
vations of some young femal"", who were preparing the materials 
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for a wedding.feast in the ""me room, and who seemed privileged, 
by the occasion of the festivity, to speak their mind. more freely 
than usual. They pleadL-d warmly, and not unsuccessfully, on my 
behalf; and the anger of the chier was soon appeased. 

The preparations in which these femalc!oI were engaged, were 
for a marriage-least, the bridegroom being a Koord of the moull
tains, and the hride a sister of the young girls who so kindly advo
cated my eause; and a~ these were all daughters of the Sheikh 
himself, they even prevaik~ on- him to insist on my tarrying to 

,partake of the wediling-dinner to he given on this occasion. The 
·i.llvitation was accordingly offered to mc, and I was too deeply 
imprcs.c-d with gratitude for the kindness of my young female 
pleader" to whom t was indebted for so happy aD escape from 
threatened danger, not to accept it, although I dreaded every mo
ment of detention as preb'uallt with still greater evil. 

It was at the cI()!;c of . the afwnlOon prayers that the company, 
who consisted of all the males of the village, to the number of more 
than a hundred mcn and boys, beg-dB to scat themselves on the 
ground, on each side of a long doth spread out as a table. WhiJt~ 

the dishes were placing on this rural board, I kept myself busily 
employed in rubbing down, watering, and feeding my horse, in 
order to avoid, as much as p<>S:siblc, observation and inquiry; but 
when the master of the feast came, I was seated a~ the "stranger
guest" immediately beside him; and on the ejaculation of " B·Ism 
lIIah" being uttered, I dipped my lingers into the same dish, alld 
had the choicest bits placed before me by his own hands, as a mark 
of my being considered a friend or favourite; for this is the highest 
honour that can be shewn to any onc at an Eastern feast.*" 

Two interesting passages of Scril)ture derive- illu:ltration from tm;; trait of 
eutem "manners. The first, is that in whkh the Saviour says, " When thou art 
bi.~en 01 81)Y mnn to a weddin.8, sit not down in the highest room,· Jest a more ho
~. man than tbou be bidden of him ; and he that bOOe thee and him come amI 
say LQ ,~Gi:ve this man place: and thou begin with shame to tal.e the lowCl;t room.. 

, 
,. :f.b,e.""IVOrd .. rOOhl," iD Ibis puuge, lfteaDS place or SlatiOfl, RDd not apartment. 
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AU eyeR were upon me, as a stranger; J did "npt. understand 
Koordish, and (-,ould h-peak barely ('IHHlgh of Turkish, to COll!-
1l1UniC"dre my most. ('olllmon wants, while none of tht: party present 

understoood more of Arabi" than I did of the last-named tongue. 
This circumstunce was, indeed, ruther favourable than otherwise t~ 
my present purpose, al'l no ont' seemed to entertain a doubt of 
the purity of my faith, I was, however, a stranger, and alone; amI, 
nlthou~h I cnjo)'L't1 the protection of the Sheikh as long as I con
tinued umler his roof, yet the instant that I quitted it, I should 
become a filir prey to any party, who might consider me worth 
plunderillp:. I was persuatled, from the nature of many of th~~ 

inquiries that were made of me, from many illdividualli of the 
assemhlv. as to the route I intelldeu to take, the lIature of the .. 
errand which ('ould thus justify my travelling alone, amI similar 
f('marks, that. evell during tillS feast, of whid.l wcwcrc all comUlOli 

partakers, plans wcre thou~ht of f.lr int.crCt~ptillg: me un my W'ly. 
I was ai' Tt'sel'\"(~d, howeyt'r, in Illy <:olllllluuieations, and as (:autious 
in my answers, as ] touM well be, without ;,riving oflimec, though I 
had made up 1IIy mind to I!:o by a differcJlt route from that hy whieh 
we had come, if this were at all pradi<~ahle. J dared not ask this, 
even of my host .. who, after 1 had (Jllitted his roof~ was as likely as 

Bul whell th/)II Ilrt bid, len, gu and sit down in tht ~ low(,~t roum; that when he that bwJe 

thee cometh, Iw may say linin thee, Friend, go up higher : then shalt thou have worship 
ill the prt'!;cllce of them that sit at mcat with t1we." (Luke. r.. xiv, v. 8--10.) In 
a country where the highest importance ill altadll.-d to this di!Stinctioll, the propriety 
of thi!S ad vil;c is mlleh more striking than if applit...J. to thl' munner" (If our own; and 
the hunour is still a" llIuch appreciated throLtghoLJt Sy ria, PalC!;tinc, and Mesopotamia, 
at thl' present day, liS it Wll.'; in thost:' (If the Messiah. Thc other paslillgC i ~ that, in 
w,:hich, at til(, Cl'khratiop·of til(' im.~..a\'£!r, .'e!!us t;Uys, (Matt. c. lClIYi. v. 23.) " He that 

,dippedl hi!! hand with IIIl' in (hl~ di."h, the I'illIllC IlhalJ betray me." As there are but very 
few, and these u1way~ the dcarest friend ll, or IIIt~t honoured gUe8tli. who are st'ated Imf. 
ncicntly lIe'olr to the master of the fcas t to ,lip their hand!! in the KaltW dish with him, 
(probably nut ilion' than four out of the twelve disciple" at the IllSt ,"upper enjoyed this 
priVI1ege.) the b:lSCllt·S.~ of the treachery is much increaM'd, when one of thl!8e few 
l>ectlnlCS a betrayer; and i~l thill light, die conduct of J udll8 was, no doubt, meant to be 
depicted by tlli ll prc/.{uunt cxpreslli,m. 
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any other pe~on to betray me. To be found ~Il)ne in (~mversation 
:with cither of his daughters, would be certain death to hoth of us: 
I contrived, however, hy calling to one of them as 8he paloised, to 
bring me a jar of water, to avail myself of her information; and ~ 
we stood at a sufficient distanec from the as~'mbly to he heard hy 

none, though seen by all, I was enabled tn ask and receive from 
her aU the information I nCt.~ded Oil this point, by which I learnt 
the existence of a more westRrly road than that punmed by my 
Koord guide, on our way to lJiarhckr. 

The fca!';t being endt>d, aftcr thanking the She'ikh for his kind
ness, J remountell my steetl, 'with anxious thou~hts, and pursued 
the beaten track by which wc had (~omc from Mardiu, until I was 
eTltirely out of sight ' frolll the villagt.·, wheTl J croNsed over a by-path 
which had been dcs.:',rihcd to me by tlw Sheikh's danghter. and got, 
at length, into the more westerly road, leading to Burnisht. 

It was Iwar SHn-set . when 1 readlt'd thiN village, wllieh was 

larger than ·either of those through whieh 1 had yd pasl'it:~l. It 

was seated in a hollow, hctwecli hills, and had a small ea~t.lc, or 
fortified dwt~Uin~, whieh was oc('upied hy the c.hict~ M ustapha Aga, 
who (~ommand(~d the district for a 8hort distaJl(~c around him, and 
was as much fcared as the IIIOst pmverful sovereign ('ould lx~ 

within his own dominions. My iglltJrancc of the road beyond this 
station obli~ed me to halt here; and, as 1 could not make the 
necessary inquiriel'l without bein~ questioned in my tllrn~ I was 
obliged to use the same precaution:;; as J had done at Sushoaf. The 
master of the house at which ] stoPlx~d listened to my tale; and, 
as his own family and friends wcre now asscmhled about him to 
supper, I WID; invited to alight and partake o~ their fare~ while a 
lad was sent to take care of Illy horse during the lIIeal. V cry 
p~ing solidtations werc u8cd to prevail on me to pass the night 
b~ and set out for Mardin in the morning, as they insisted that 

. I .hQuld certainly lose Illy way by night, and eould not divine the 
cause of, such heedless running into dallb""~' I yielded to their 
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entreaties, only so far, llOwevcr, as to take an hour's nap after supper, 
and then remounted, to pursue my way alone. 

It wa~ about ninc o'clo~k when I quitted Bunlisht, and, gomg 
through narrow ra\'ines ami winding valleys, I soon fbulld myself 
so embarrassed with the difficulty of tracing the beaterl road, for the 
purpose of whieh I had alighted, amI \valkcd on a considerable dis
tance on toot, that I lay OOWII on the ground, in despair of being 
ahle to find my way, until the day broke. As there was a portion of 
the soil c()vert~l with high (~OfJI , I unbridled my horse, and taking in 
my hand t.he long haltt'r used on such oCCa."iiOIlS, suffered him to 
range within its length, and fl'N at pleasure, while, rolling myself 
"1) in HI)' doak, and.stretehing myself along on the bTJ""d.<.;S, I enjoyed 
a welcome Sit'l'P' 

From this I was soon di:sturhcd, however, hy the barking of 
dogs, which from their number :;eemed to betoken the neighbour
hood of a village; and rousing myself to listen more attentively, I . 
could trace the sounds distinctly, as comin~ froul the summit of ont' 
of the neighbouring hilts. I bridled my horse and remounted, and, 
notwithstanding the djffi( ~ulty whkh still exisu...""<i of findiug any 
path, I wellt on, c.lirectiIlg my footsteps <:olJstantly tmvarus the point 
from which the sound~ came, anu, after about an hour's fat.iguing 
scramble, at length reached t.he habitations of the village. As it 
was now midnight, must of the villagers werc asleep; hut one of 
them, who was apparently on the watch to guard the flocks of the 
rL'St, after cxpressin~ many suspicions of my intentions in travelling 
thus alone, and at such an hour of the night, at length offered me 
shelter, and advised my remaining until the morning beiore I 
renewed my way. The difficulty I had already experienced induced 
me readily to listen to this advice, and 1 accordingly halted here 
heneath his humt)le shed. 

JUNE 29th.-The dawn had hardly yet opened before I was 
again 011 horseback, and quittihg Ku1ferde\l, as this small village 
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was called, I bent my way over hills and barc ground, until, soon 
after sun-rise, J ('.arne to the edge of some cliffS, o"l'rhanginl-t a deep 
valley, beyond which I now saw Mardin but a short distance to the 
east-north-east. 

Winding down the steep sides of these diffi.;, and crossing the 
valley below, I entered the gates of the to'wn ahout an hour after 
sun-rise, and hastened immediately to the bazi.lr, to inquire after' 
the caravan. This r learnt had departc>t.l 011 the morning of yester
day, and as it was intended to push on by fi)rceu marches towards 
Mousul, it was thought that no hope remaint~d of my overtaking it 
on the way~ unless it made a halt at Nisiheen. 

I now repaired to the dwelling of tIle Syrian Patriarch, and 
from hence we dcspatehed messengers to the viHages on the plain, 
to ascertain precisely at what hour the caravan departed from 
thence, what route they intended to take, how their halts would he 
regulated, and all other particula~ regarding them. In the mean
time, we employed ourselves (pute as actively in town, in endea
vouring to find ont whether any unfortunate passenger had, like 
myself, been len behind, and if so, whether he would he willing to 
join me in Hetting out after the caravan; as well as to learn 
whether I <-'OuId, by any and what other means, resume my journey 
with a hope of success. 

After strict search we discovered, that a horse-dealer of this 
plat'C had about fifty ho"""" which he wa. desirous of l,'Ctting 
marched to MOllsul as spee(lily as possible; but that, like myseU; 
he had lost the caravan by a few hours only, while he was willing 
t? incur some risk in endeavouring to join it. Our condition was 
exactly similar to that of vessels left behind in port, and who, 
having lost their convoy, are obliged either to hazard something 
in sailing alone after the fleet, or incur all the loss and detention 
of waiting for another commodore. The prospects of any better, or 
even ..juany'advant,~geous, opportuni~ seemed to us, in this case, 
SO faint, .that we soon made up our minds to make the hest of the 
present occasion . . 'After taking a \laBty refreshment, therefore, and. 

2n 
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allowing my poor horse, ~,ow almost knocked up from fatigue, to 
catch a short repose; I tOok leave of '!lY Christiao friends, and 
repaired to join the troop .of horses at the khan. 

After the prayers of I~l As~r, we mounted, amI (luitt.t'tl the town 
of Mardin. Our party consisted of the horse~ealer, tWf) drivers, 
and myself. with ahout fifty spirited and unsaddled horses. We 
went out by the south-ea.o.;t road, and drank at a fountain of 
excellent water in our way, when we dt~8t-endf..,~ to the fhot of the 
hill, and, gaining the heaten path, ('ontinued our (:ourse over the 
plain. It was near sun-set when we rcached the village of Barim, 
where there were about it hundrN tlwdlings., all o<:cupit!d by 
tamilies of Koord'i. We repairL'tl to the house of the Sheikh, who 
spread carpets fiJr us, and gave us a wl'lcoJUc reception, cheering u.s 
with the prO!;pect ot"'our o:vertaking the caravan at Nisiheen, and 
doing all in his power to render our :o;ituation ah"I'ceable. 

Jl'NI:: 3Oth.-Ath~r a night of impcrf~:t repcme. hein~ hourly 
disturhed by the breaking loose of' the horses, ali<I their fighting 
with each other, we began to saddle our stet.'()s, ami prepare for 
starting at day-light, and just as the sun rose we mounted to 
proc-ced on our journey. 

We {~ontinued our mardi in a south-easterly diT<'ction across 

the plain, and, in less than two hours after our setting out, were , 
overtaken by two Tartars from Constantinople going to Bagdad, in 
charge of papers from the British Consul General at that capital, to 
the East-India Company's Itesiqent at Bagdad. They had left 
Diarbekr on the evening of the same day that I had quitted it in 
the morning, and had there heard of my inquiries after Tartars. 
They were accompanied by a young Bagdad merchant, named 
Suliman, who was retuming home with them; and they had each 
of them official orders on the Konaukchis, or post-horse suppliers 
on the road, for such horses, as they might require, these supplies 
being furnished.by an annual contract to all the Sultan'. mes
sengers that may be in need of them. 
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As soon as I ascertained this to be the ca"" I disclosed myself 
to the chief of these Ta~tars, who was called Yunus, or Jonas, and 
presented to ,him the general letter of Mr. Barker, addressed to any 
of the Government Tartars, hearing 'English despatches, that I 
might 'peet on the roatl. On the faith of this, he of/hed me hi, 
prott.'Ction as far liS we should go together; but added, that it woul<l 
he impos..<;ihle to procure me a change of horses for my journe) 
until we f(~a(~hed Mousul , to procure a new order to that effed 
from the Pasha; so that nothing was left for me now hut to pu1 
the strength of my present animal to its utmost st.retch until Wf. 

reached that city, 
We accordingly proceeded tObrethcr in (~omrlany, and in abou1 

two hours after our leaving Harim, going' at it pa(,'C of' five or si:::. 
miles an hour, wc reached a small village caned GhoJec, containing 
little more than fifty dwellin/,'8, and pcopled entirely hy Koords, 
We did not alight herc, nwrcly halting to drink, as we !o;at on 
horseback, from the pitchers of some damsC'ls at the well; after 
which we continued our way, and earne, in about two hours more~ 

to the village of AIIIo()tla, Jlcl'c we alighted to wait on the Sheikh: 
who was a man of some consetluencc, and (x>mmantled many of the 
villllel7t."S in the neighbourhood, Th(~ one in which he resided was 
larl,rer than either of' those we had passctl through since leaving 

. Mardin; and, like these, its whole population were Koords. 
On our visit to the Sheikh, the Sultan's }'irmftn was put into his 

hands by Yunus; when the chiet; a' soon as he recognised the 
royal signet, rose from his seat, placed the sacred document on his 
head, and then kissing it, rui ... '<i it again to his forehead. A meal was 
now placed before us, of which we all partook, after which inquiries 
were made as to our several occupations and pursuits, our means of 
travelling, and our capacity to pay the usual tribute of traveUers 
paasmg this way. The Tartars easily escaped, from their having 
the high protection of the Sublime. Porte; the young SuliJllaJl 
affected poverty, and came of!' with a trille, and I followed his 
example with success; but the poor horse-<iealer, whose property 
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was too visible to be conce,!lled, was obligt-'<l to leave one of the hest 
of his troop behind. this tieing selected by the Sheikh himselt; as 
an e<luivalcnt for the money-trihutt' which the dealer was unahle 

to pay. 
We observed the KoOJ't.l women at thi~ village to he in general 

handsonlt'. though they approached nearer to Arabs, in their com· 
plexions, and in their modes of adorning themselves, than the more 
northern Koonis amOIl" whom we had sojourned j they were all 

M 

well dl'(~sst'd, and wore a profusion of silver ornaments, ill the shape 
of bra(·cle tl:'. ankl(~ts, and rjn~; but their lips were stained with a 
blue colour, after the fhshion of the Arahs of the JJesert. 

" "e quitted this village of' Amooda about ten o'dock, ancl still 
continued south-easterly o~'er the plain. The harv(!~t was now 
gathering in by rcaI~}s, who worked with the sickle in the right 
hand, and grasp{.'{l the stalks of the corn 'with the left, as in Europe ; 
the practice of plU(~king up the wholl~ by the root, a~ deseribed ill 
a former page, not prevailin~ hen'. Hor:-;cs were used, iu the open 
air, to tread out the corn, in thl' manuer in which oxen usually arc 
in other Eastern countries. These were lIot muzzled during their 
labours, hut were suffered to eat as they worked, alld enjoy the 
reward of their hire, which they sccml."<.l to do without imped
ing the labour itself. We noticed hl~rc a ~ingular kind of locust, 
which, while it .too<! on tllC growld, was of the same .hape and ' 
colour a.r.; the common locust seen in large flocks ; but when it ex
panded its wings for flight, it exhibited a body and wings as 
beautifully, as variously, and as brilliantly coloured, as thf''''' of 
the gayest butterfly. This locust was not much smaller in size 
than the brgc locusts of Egypt and Syria, but it was said to be 
always seen single, or in such small numbers as to lead to the 
belief that they never associated in hosts as the destructive 
locusts do. 

Continuing our march ov!!r the. plain, we had on our right; or to 
the south of us, at a great distance off, the mountain of Sinjar, a 
lofty range, high in the middle and tapering down at both ends 
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till it lost itself in the plnin.· To the left, or ..... n tho liorth, was the 
longer and lower ridh't~ of' Nlardin, diitant only thr(~e or tour mi1es, 
and running Rearly in the din'Ction of our mareh, or ahout south
east. It was amid~t tlU.'f<\(· hills, as we passed them, that Wt! saw a 
large ruined to\"'I1, with a castle, called llellawed; near to which, in 
the S,une (lirectiol1, i!S Dara, or Kara Dara, lUI andent ]>o~t of some 
importance, hOW in ruins, hut still po~s(>ssing ("xtcnsivc remains, 
according to the report of two of our purty who had often been 
there. 

A desc::riptloll of the l'(ituation and construction of this fortrc8S, 
as weH as of its importalll-"e, is given hy Gibhon, on the authority uf 
Procopius, in his History of the Persian \Var·t 

• " Au mitli de 'Mardin j;'Clevc la montague' <i(' Sinf!ifl r, qui a ct{> de tuut temps III 

tl~rrl'ur tics carln'llne.~; cU(, pt'llt a,'oi r (llllltorzc lit'Ul's til' 10ngu('ur, d s't: l~~lltl d tI nord~ 
Cllt au sud~lJnt'st dans unt' plaine imllll'\ls.:', 4pli 1III X m"i~ ,Ie Mars {~t tl' A ,'nl n\'st (Iu'unc 

prairie chllrmnntl·, tnpissce dc ·n~nlHft~. parsenlt e dl' th-urs otlnrif{>rantt.'l1o, ct arrosl't' de 
)lll.lsieurs sourcc,; 'Itle la ronte des lleige,; convertit )I()\Iv\'nt en I!lrgl.~ ('t inli~tu(,\lX 

torrens. L(' snl1l1\l(' t de c~ttc mon~l\t' ofrrt~ 1111 \l>rmin plat ct fcrtilt', Olt scrpcntcnt ct 

nmrmurtmt mille ruisSl:mux lI~r~llhlcs. I.·mgt· l' t Ie milll't. y \'it~nnl'llt ('II ahondunt't'; 

les raisins t't les fi~ucs (Iu'il prtltluit, sont rC!\OUlm{'s par leur hcuutf d leur gUlh 

cxqui~."-.DelfcriJiU(lll riu PflC/w'/ik de Bflf...~tad, 1" 00, 97-
t After enunlC.ratin~ the loss a.~ s u~tai(\1:'I1 hy tht' Grock elnyx'ror Anw.tasius, in his 

contcsts with lilt' Persian Kohud, bt' says ... 'fo avr'r\ till' repetition of thc same t',;ls, 

Ana~tasiull rc!;uived til found a nt'w colony, ~) strong, that it sll{)ultl ddy the power t,f 

the Persian, so far UdVW'leM towards Assyria, that its stationary tmop:: might defend 

the province by the menace (lr operatiun of offl .. nsi",· war. For' this purpose, th .. town 

of J)l1r3, fourt~1l mileH from Nisihill, and four day,.' journey from the Tiwis, was 

peopletl and a<ior!)oo ; the hasty work s !)f Anastll .. ~ius wcrt· ilUJlfOn-d hy til(' per;;c\'Crau('c 

uI JU:<lihifln; and. ';"ithout insisting on plan'.~ le>s.s impHrt!lnt. the furtificatioll s of Dara 

may represcllt the military aI'l"hitl'Cture of the llW-'. The city was surrounded with two ' 

walls, · and t1w intt:! 'vai betwe<>n them, of fifty pa.ces. aflill'detf n retreat to the haute of 

'~e. betiegt.>d. The inner wall WM a mOIlUHlent of strength ami beauty; it nwa.<;ufl'(! 
lIi~ty, feet f~m the ground, and the hl'i~ht of the towers 'WIIS one hunclrt:d fl"et: the 

looQ.:holes, from whence an enemy might bt, anlloy('(l with mi~iJc weapuns, were IImall , 
but' numerous ; the fIOldiets were plant~l along the rampart, under the shelter of dl)ublc 

galleftee, and a third platform, spacious &m1.lIeCure, was raised Oil the summit of the 

towers. The exterior wall appears to have 'been les!l lofty, but more solid; and each 

tower waa protected by a quadrangular bulwark. A hard, rocky soil n'lllstl . .J. the touis 
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It has been affirmed, says the historian of Persia, that this for
tress answered the purpose for which it wa., I>uilt, ror sixty years; 
but we must detcnnine, before we adopt this conclu~ion, how itt' 
erection provoked those attn.cks which it. RO long resistro, and 
which at last brought fuin, not only on it, but upon all the Roman 
towns and territories in its vidnity.-

About thirty years aftt~rwards, when Cho~roes, the son of Kobad, 
received thc ambassadors of Justinian, the sueL~()r of Constantin,e, 
it is said that he cH:(:cpk.od of t.hem cleven thousand pounds of gold, 
as the price of an p'ndles.\' or indefinite pt><l{'t·. Some mutual ex
changes were then regulatt->d; the Persian lIssuJlled the guard of the 
gate; of Caucmms, and the demoljt.ion of Dara was suspended, on 
condition that it should never he made the re:;idenee of tl.e general 
of'the East.t 

In little more than the same period of time, or about l'iCventy 
years after its first foundation, when the contests between Rome 
and Persia were still continued, it felll>etore th,' arms of the latter.]: 

In the 1)C~nnin~ of the ~eventh century, ·or nearly a hundred 

of the miners; and un thl' sollth-('l1st, when' the ground was more tractable, their 
approach wa" retarded hy:l Ill' W work, which l\d~'jlOcl'd in the shape of a half.muon. 
The double and trt!hl(' dikh('~ were filll'1l with a litrcam of water; and, in the managt'
ment of tht· riVeT, the mo~t IIkilful labour was cnlpluy(·d to supply the inhabitants, to 

digtn,~ the besiegers, und ttl )m·vent tilt' ruischit·fs of a natuml or tu1ificial i1lundation, ' . 
Dartt. oontinuccl, mure than sixty yt'lIrlt, to ful61lh(' wisllt~s of its founders, ... d to provoke 
the jeal.IU!lJ of the )'('!'Silms., who illcL"lIsantly complainL-d, thallhis imprl'gnable fortrcss 
had been constructed in mflnifellt violatinn of the trent." of 1K'IlCC hetween the two 
empires." -Gibhon, vol. vii, p. 139. 8"0 . 

• Sir John Malcolm'~ Hilltury of Persia, vol. i. p. 135. A. D. 53l. 
t Gihbon, vol. vii. e. 43. p. 308. 

: .NuHhervan. or Cho;;roc'S. conductcU.ill pe~n the siege of. D~'~fand, although 
that lmportant fortress had been left deRotute of t.nKJPs and magazu1e., the valour of 
the inhabitants resiiited for month", the dephanb and the military engine" of the great 
king. In the m~n while, h\s general, Adarman, advanced from Babylon, traversed the 
Deaett, passed the Euphrutcs, jnllulted the suburbs of Antioch, redua-od to aahes the 
city of Apamea, Hnd laid tlu.' slXJil!l of Syria at the feet: of his master, whose perseverance, 
in the midst of winter, at icnbrth subverted the bui'W':z.k of the East,-Gibbon, vol. viii. 
<.46, p. 17" 
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years after Dara had been first founded, the !!"nel".ls of. Khoosroo 
Purveez, who had been first restored to the Persian throne after his 
defeat and/light into Tartary, invaded the Roman territories, to 
avenge the death of the Emperor MauriC{~, whom Khoosroo had 
publicly adopk"! as his father. In the state to which the empire 
was then dCWclded, says the histo~ian, hy the rule of the centurion 
Phocas, who had bee)) advanced to the purple by a despicable fac
tion, and whose authority wus hardly acknowledged beyond the 
walls of his capital, 1ittle opposition was made to the sudden and 
formidable invasion of the Persians. DuJ'a, Eclcssa, and other strong 
places on the frontier, were soon sulxlucd; Syria was completely 
pillaged, Palestine overrun, Jerusa)em taken, and the true cross, 
which had heen enclosed in a golden ( :Hse ami buried deep in the 
earth, was discovered, and borne in triumph to Pun;ia; and thC' his
torian!; of that <:ountry, who hrivc us these details, add, that the 
sacred relie was attended hy a efOwd of captive priest. .. and bishops.· 

Of this" Dam in the Mountains,." as it is called, in the road 
from Mardin to NilSibeen, mention is made, in the l)ersian history 
of the Sassanian kings, hy Mirkhond. Jt is there said, that 'l/ou
shiTVan the .Just. or Kesra, entered the province of .Jczeereh, the 
tract (:ompriscd between the Tigris and Euphrates, and forming the 
ancient Mesopotamia, where h{~ lSubducd the cities of Dara and 
Edessa, and afterwards conquered Kennasserin and Aleppo.t 

Proeopius fixes the distanee of ' Dara from Mardin at Dinety~ 
eight. stadia, which, at seven Rtadia to the mile, (the proportion used 
in the Lower Empire, and the standard used by Procopius gene
rally,) gives exactly fourte.en miles. This, though it ""ems to have 
been rejected hy D' Anville, who has doubled it in order to reconcile 
it with other'1listances of a place called Daras,:j: sixty miles south of 
Amadia, and fifteen from Nisibeen, according to the authorities of 
Mareellinus, Cedrenus, and Edrisi, is, nevertheless, as near the 

• History of Perl!lia, v~l. i. p. 157-
t De Sacy,.'M"",oire., p. 366. 4to. 

: D'Anville sur l'Euphrate ct le Tigre. 



240 FROM DIARBEKR TO MARDIN, 

truth as possible, since the distance i. l't.'Ckoned to 00 a journey of 
five Of six hours from Mardin, which, as it iR in a mountainous and 
stony tract, cannot he morc than fourteen or fifteen miles, which is 
about its distance also from Nisibeen. 

The ruins at this place c'O"sist chiefly of military fortifiCAtions, 
walls, and tine cisterns for the preservation of water; and all around 
it are cxcavatt..od sepulchres, in which sarcoph8.bri, of the Roman 
fashion, arc still to be found. In Cedrenus, it is called Anastasi<>
polis, and it is found under that appellation in many other writers; 
but its ori~nal name of Dara., which it bore hefore it was huilt on" 
has OUtliVl.>d that of its founder.-

The Daras of' the geographers before cited, the distance of 
which, as given by them from known points, induced D'Anvilie to 

alter to that of Dara, which he supposes to be the same pillee, is' 
likely, J think, to be some other station. This also may be said of 
the Dara, which Callistm; places between two rivers, sinec, a(!(!Ording 
to the report of the people here, there are no streams th~t run by 
the Dara in que:stion, nor is it ill(lt.'(~d likely, from the local teature~ 
of the spot; while one lIli~ht infer, from the number of cisterns 
found there to preserve rain-water, that it (:ould not he near a 
river, as these \\iould then have been usdess. ])rohably one of 
these places lJIay l)(~ the J)aracartlin, or Dadacardin, of' Tavernier, 
at which he haltt...tJ, atter thirty-:o;cvcn hours' travelling, from Orfah, 
and nineteen hours hefiJre he rcaehed Mardin . H e says of it, 
" This appears to have been a great town, but is all ruined; nor 
is there any thing remaining but a long stone bridge, very well 
built, under which runs a river that is very hroad when it overflows. 
The !,,-'Oplc 01' the country have no other habitations than the hol
lows of rocks. ··t ThiN cirCwllstunce, of the existence of caverns, 
being one feature of rl'tremblance to the Dara of Anastasius, ·has 

• J:Empctl'ur AnalifUe. danl un rcgne agite des troubles inteneurs, depius l'an 
491 jUI'-!u'cn 517. fit conlltruire danlll'Gmplacenu .. 'nt d'un petit lieu, nomme Data, un 
place trel forte, it wlucllejl dlmna 80n nom.-D'.Anoilk 11fT f Euplarate et Ie 7'it!ff. 

t Travels of Tavernier, ". 68. London. 1678, foliv. 
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occasioned them to be confbunded; hut the f-\ace of Tavernier i. 
between Orfah and Mardin, or west of the latter; whercilli! the Darn 
of the Romans was bctw<..>en Mardin and Nisibeen, or e(u.-t of the 
fonner. Its having a river, and a bridge over it, makes it probable, 
however, that Daracardin was the place which Callistus pIaeL'S be
tween two streams, more particularly as the distance of this place 
from Nisibren docs not at all accord with that of the Roman Dara. 
It may be worthy of remark, that as Dara was rather an appellative 
than a proper name, and signified, in the Persian language, royal, 
or sovereign,· it was likely to be applied to many places whi"h 
were either royal, from being found<..>u' by emperors or kings, or de
scrving the title from their military importance. 

It was near noon, after a journey of eight hours' brisk walk
ing for the horses, or about foriy miles from Maruin, that we 
reached the town of Nisibeen, where we found t.he caravan 
encamped. We halted here to join them, and learned that they 
had arrived thus far 011 t.he preceding evening, but were detained 
to-day in adjusting the claims, and softening down, if possible, the 
pretensions of the ehief, who demanded an exorbitailt tribute. 
When we alighted, this dispute was at its height, and we had just 
arrived in time to be matl~ partakers of the evils it involvL>d. The 
inferior pe,-,;ons of the caravan had been "Iready pillaged of what
ever they had worth taking. Hadjee Abd-d-Rakhm~n was ordered 
to pay fifteen hundred pia.,tr"", exactly half the sum at lir«t de
manded; and I was <'Ompelled to pay two hundred and fifty for 
myself, while the Tartars, who are on aU oc.casions more exempt from 
these arbitrary demands than other passengers, were obliged to pay 
each fifty piaslrp.s, before they could be suffered to proceed. The 
horee-dealer Iwl. a toll levied on his horses, to the amount of several 
piutres per head, hut I could not learn the exact sum, though it 
was loudly complained of as unusuaUy oppressive. There was no 
remedy,. bowever, for any of us, but quietly to pay the sums de

. manded, and even then to t!vplk th~ robbers for our lives, as 'this 
Bibliotheque Orientale, tome i. p. 565. 

2 I 
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Sheikh Farsee, as he was called, was the absolute sovereign of all 
the territory, from this to the neighbourhood of Mardin. 

In directIng an inquiry, as to the state of the road farther 011, it 
appeared, from all we could collect, that there were still more dan
gers to encounter than those we had already left behind us; and 
other chiefs wt;'Te spoken of, who, from being more powerful than 
Sheikh Farsee, would not content themselves, without a propprtio... 
nately larger tribute than he had received from us. Whether this 
was true or false, the impression created hy it wus such, that even 
theTartaTS would not prosecute their journey alone, notwithstanding 
the importance to them of expedition, but determined to abide with 
the caravan, tor the sake of enjoying its protection, 80 that we all 
now clung together for mutual aid . 

• Towards the evening, I left the tent of the Hadjc·{\ to make an 
excursion around the ruins of fonner days, which are found in 
abundance here. Though I saw much at a distance, the insolence 
and jealousy of the inhabitants were such as to prevent my entering 
into the town, ami, (~onsequently, to deprive me of the power of 
examining any thing closely, or seeing much in detail. Some par
t.iculars of the pf(~!<ient state of this settlement were, however, col
lected, and thl'Se will serve at least to contrast with those which arc 
related of its fonner importance.· 

The first foundation of Nisibeen mounts up to an antiquity 

• In th(' De!ICription of the Pachalik of Dllbmad, the mtuation and' cOOdition of 
Nisibin i:o thus briefly menti{lned :_H Sans m'arretcr aux villages de Ia dependance de 
Yflussol, je pa~lIC It Nissihin, ville qui en est eloignee d'environ qUaraPt~lIx lieuC!'. 
Cettc cile (,t:Ji.'bre, a 1rulucllt! 1('" Grecl'l dUDnerent Ie lIumom de If!C07Uk .AntiooM, a 
cause de sa lIitUllti.)1I ddicil'Il!IC, fut prise, comme on Ie l!ait par J .. ucullu8 sur Tigrane, 
du tem~ de la gue .. rt> de Mithridatt·, ct dcvint Ie houlevart de l'Empire Romain, contre 
leA ParthCIJ et Ics Pcr8CS. II o'en reste aujourd'hui que <)uelques maBures qui aervent 
aeuJernent a indiquer Ie lieu OU cUe a eXi&1e. Des Arabes y habitent, et une petite 
riviere, (lui elIt apparemment Je Mib~oniulI, en fertili8e lea plaiDC5. Le site de NiMibin, 
lIOn climat, et fa beaute de fMm terrair, fa rt.'ndent encore digne de la cclc'brite doot elle 
a jow autrefois; e1Ie ellt ftoU!! la regie du IJaitmde de Mardin, dependant lui-meme du 
pacha de Bagdad, qui Ie nomme et Ie dcpoKe a 80Il gre."-p. 92, 93. 
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beyond even the reach of records; since it ~ ;8 thought, by some 
'learned divines," to be one of tht: places enumcrat<..-'tl in the Scrip
tures, as built by Nimrod, "the mighty hunter hefore the Lord."t 

Its name is more frequently written "Ncsihis," on the medals 
which are preserved of it. It is found to be written" Nisibis" in 
Greek authors, while the present pronundation of the name, 
" Nisiheen," or " Nesbin," is said, by D·Anvilte, to be in conformity 
to Abulfeda, the Ardbian gco~'1"apher.t 

Its situation is very clearly marked, as being in the northern 
part of Me8opotamia, between the Tigris and Euphrates; though 
it h .. heen placed on the banks of t.he former by some geographers, 
who have confounded this river with the stream that runs by it.§ 
This stream, according to the most modern maps, i!'i made to dis-

• 
charge itself into the Euphrates; but, by the more an"ient map of 
Cellarins, which corresponds with the opinion and report of the 
people of the country, -it discharges itself into the Tigris. 111is 
river of Nisibeen is the Saocaras of Ptolemy, and is formt.'<l of 
several small torrents, which unite together in the neighbourhood 
of Nisi"""n. It was afterwards, under the Seleucides, called Myg
donius, as may he ""thered from the Emperor Julian, who says, 

• Sec Cellarius Anc. Geog. p. 448. 4to. 
t The cities attributed to Nimrod are ali llumerous throughout Mesopotamia and 

llabylonia as those attributed to Pharaoh art' in Egypt, or those to SoIOlMn in })a1cstine 
and Syria. Among othel"fl, was th~ dty of Samarah, one of the most famous in '::3ste rn 

annal!:!. " This city," observ('~ Mr. Beckford, "is !lUpposod to have' stood on the site 
where Nimrod erected his· tower. Khondemir relatt$, in his Life of l\(o\a.<;scm, that 

this prinCi', to terminate the ilisput~ which were perpetually hapJll'nin~ lx--twcen the 
iolaabitants of ll.ttgdad and his Turkish slaves, withdrew from thcnce, and, having 
boo on a situation m the plain of Catoul, there founded Samarah. He is !'!lid to have 
had, in the stables of this city, & hundn-d and thirty thousand pied "lIrs~, t."I1ch uf 
which carried, by his order, a sack of earth, to a place he had chosen. Dy this aceu
mulatiaa an elevation was formed that commanded a vjew of all SaDlarah, and I:iCrn'tl 

for the foundation of his magnificent palace. "-Notes to the Caliph Vntlwk. 
: Amniiaous Marcellinus M.yllo U Nisibis jam inde it Mithridaticis regni tcmpuribus 

ne Orient a Perm occuparetur, viribus restitit mcimis."--li.b. 26. 
§ See c.Ilariu. Anc. Grog. p. _ ..... 
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that the 6e1ds, in tbe neighbourhood of the walls of Nisibis, Were 
watered by a river of that name. Under this dynasty, the city was 
called Antioch, with the addition of Mygdonia, which was then 
applied to the whole of this part of Mesopotamia. < 

It. is thought to have been taken, in the Mithridatic war, by the 
Roman general Lucullus, when he pursued his enemy across the 
Euphrates, and gave hattie, on the plains of Mesopotamia, to the 
numerous forces which Tih'l'anes had assembled to support the 
cause of his son-in-law; when, according to Plutarch, one bundrt.,>d 
thousand foot and fifty-five thousand horse of the Asiatic forces were 
slain, by an anny of only eighteen thousand Romans, little more 
than a century before the Christian era. 

Ahout two centuries afterwards, the Emperor Trajan, in the 
prosecution of the l>arthian ",'ar, wllCn he overran all Mesopotamia 
and Assyria, took Nisibis, among his other conquest..., which, ac<'.ord
iog to Dion Cassius, extended as far as Echatana; where, when he 
had obtained victories over unknown nations, and found Q.imself 011 

the borders of India, he lamented that he possessed not the vigour 
and youth of an Alexander, that he might add unexplored provinces 
and kingdoms to the Roman empire.t 

* The change of names in places of antiquity presents continual obstacl.cri to accUM 

rate tietluctiolll> in ancient geography. The following pInel', mentioned by Pliny, iii 
thought to be another illUDe for N isihis, and the tradition attached to the fountain de-
!!eribed by him to apply to the spring!! there. U At Cabura, in Ml!SOpotamill, (which 

is thought to be Nil>ibi~ under another name,) there is a fountain of water, which 'hath 
a sweet and redolent limen; l14.·ttin~ it BSide. ) know not Imy oDe.of that quality in the 
whole worM again. Dut iwrew there belongs n tale. namely. that thi. spring was pri
vilegt.il with this extraordinary gift, becau!foC .J uno !;()Dletilllt.'S bathed and washed 
her~ thercin."-·Plin. Nni. Hi"t. b. xxxi. c. 3. 

tIn the history of Artnhnnes, King of f'arthia, and his restoration. 8& given by 
Josephus. the hilltorian 88.y~ .. And thu8 Will! Artabant$ restored to his kingdom, ,by 
the meaD~ of Izates, when he had lost it by the rueatul of the grandees of the kiJ?gd0llJ. 
Nor W8/S he unmindful of the bent.1itll he had conferred upon him, but rewarded rum 
".;th such honourll as were of greatest estQem among them; for he gave bim leave to wear 
his tiara upright, and to deep upOn a golden bed, which are privileges and .qw-:ka _~ 
honuur peculiar to the kings of Parthia. He also cut oft' the J.arae. and fruJtful <C4,)UDtry 
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After Shapoor had conquered the greater part of the J ezeereh, • 
. he marched against Nisibis, which long resisted his efforts to subdue 
it. According to Persian authors, t this celebrated fortres" was at 
last taken, more through the effect of the prayers, than the arms, of 
his soldiers. For, wearied with the siege, Shapoor commanded his 
army to unite in supplications to the Divinity for its fall; and Per
sian authors state that the wall actually fell as they were imploring 
Heaven for success.+ 

An unsuccessful attempt on this place by Sapor is described 
by Gibbon, from the Orations of Julian, as taking place 
about the year 338 of the Christian era. This, however, 
was Shapoor the Sc'Cond, of the Persian historians, (between 
whom and his predet-essor of the :'lame name six sovereigns had 
intervened,) the son of Hormuz, who was crowned in his 
mother's womb before his birth,- -<t cir<:umstancc noted by all the 
historians of' his life, both Greek and Per:-:.ian.§ The description of. 
these unavailing efforts against the fortrcs5i of Nisihis hy Sapor, 
is given in so animated a manner by the historian, " .. ho has caught 
the leading features from the hest authorities, and presented the 
whole as a glo\\rjng picture of his own, that the reader, who feels 
sufficient intert.'St in the subject. to desire further details, may 
receive great gratification on turning to the pages in which 
these are recorded. II • 

About twenty ·five years after this, according to the chrOl.olngy 
of the Persian historian", the Romans invaded Persia, and Shapoor 
the Second was called on to defend his conn try. The Arab tribes, 

of Nillibis from tl~ king of Annenia, and bestowed it upon him. Here the Mace
donianlJ hud formerly built that city, which they called Antioch of Mygdonia."
.Antiquw.s of Ihe Jews, b. xx. c. 3. s. 3. A. D. 45 . 

. ;. Jezeereh means an Island, and ia here applied in that sense to the countries in-
ducW. between the Euphrates and Tigris, the Mesopotamia of the Ancient!>. 

t ' Zeen.ut ul Tuarikh. 
t Hi8t.ory of Penis., vol. i. p. 98, from De ~y's Memoirs, p. 289. A. D. 260. 
§ Gibbon, ""\1. iii. p. 134; and ~istory of Persia, v. i. p.-lOO. 
" See'Gibbon', Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. ill. c. 18, PI'. H~l45. 
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it is said, who were eager for revenge, readily joined the Roman~ 
and their united force amounted to one humlred and 8eventy 
thousand men, which were command,,,! by the celebrated Emperor 
Julian, himself, in pel'9on. Shapoor declined meeting this fhrmidable 
anny at the frontiers, being .ensible, that if he suffered a defeat, 
which their overwhelming nmni>ers rend(~Tetl probable, he should 
be ruined. He retreated to one of the interior provim:es; and, 
collecting all the Ihrce he could, h" a"vanred to give battle. After 
a dreadful conflict, in which we are told he made the greatest 
personal efforts, hi~ anny was routed with immense slaughter, and 
Shapoor himself harely saved his life by tlying with a few followel'9. 
He s0011, however, a.o;;sembled his anny, and recommenced opera
tions, to which he was more cncoumged from the retreat of his • victorious enemy, in pursuit of whom he advanced into the 
Roman territory, and sent ambassadors to their emperor with the 
following message-" I have re-ns.~mhled my numerous anny, I am 
resolved. to revenge those of my subjects who have been .plunde",,!, 
made captives, and slain. It is fhr this object, that I have bared 
my arm and girded my loins. If you "onscnt to pay the price of 
that blood which has been shed., to deliver up the booty which has 
been plundered, and to Testore the city of N isibis, which is in 
Ir;tk, and properly belongs to our empire, though now in your 
possl'ssion, I will sheath the sword of war; . but should you not 
a,"'ent to these terms, the hoofs of my steed, which are as hard as 
steel, shall efface the name of the Romans from the earth, and my 
gloriou.. seymitar, that destroys like fire, shall extenoin.te the 
)loople of your empire." According to Persian history, thi. prqud 
and insulting message had the desired. cl!ect. The alarmed 
Emperor of Constantinople agreed. to the terms prescribed, and 
~he f",-"ous city of Nisibi. was delivered. over to Shapoor, ~. 
Immediately sent • colony of twelve thousand men, drawn rrM 
.Fa1'9 and Irdk, to inhabit it, and to cultivate the lands in its 
vicinity.- ~ 

lIistoryof PerlS.ia, '·01. i. p. 108, (A. D. 363,) SAd De Sacy'a MemM, p. IDli. 
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This emperor was succeeded by Jovian, t", whom this fortress 
was yielded to Shapoor, as part of the cession with which he gladly 
purchased a peace.· The entry of Jovian into Nisibi", and the 
lSufferings of the inhabitants, who were ordered to evacuate it in 
three days, are described hy Ammianu", who was present at the 
scene.t This irresolute emperor, instead of breaking through the 
toils of the enemy, expected his fate with patient resignation, and 
accepted the humiliating conditions of pe,,,,c which it was no longer 
in his power to refuse. The live provinees beyond the Tigris, 
which had been ceded by tbe grandfather of Shapoor, were rcstorLod 
to the Persian monareh. He acquired by a single article the un
pregnable city of Nisibi., which had sustained in three successive 
sieges,the effort of his anns,:j: . 

It was, however, wrested from "'the hand~ of the Pen;ians aoout 
thirty years afterwards, according to the date of the reign of the 
emperor under which it happened .. Khosrou Parviz had been 
fourteen years on the throne when the Greeks conspired against 
their emperor, and killed him, with his son Theodosius. There was 
another son of his at the court of PLlrviz, and under his command 
he sent a numerons army into the country of the Greeks, and into 
Syria. Being entered here, they lirst possessed themselves of 
Pal"!'tine and Jerusalem. They made pri,oners of all the bishops 
who were at the Holy City, with many other persons, possessed 
themselvcs of the true cross, which was shut up in a case of gold 
and buried underneath the earth, and sent it to Parviz, in l)ersia. 
They then, in the same manncr, rendered themselves masters of 
A1~.xandria and Nubia, and having entered the territory of Constan
tinople, committed great havoc. The Greeks, however, would not 
..,knowledge the son, but named Hcraclius their emperor, who, on 
~. strength of a favourable dream, assembled an army at Con
Siiiitioople, and marched as far lis Nisibeen. Parviz sent twelve 

D' Anville sur l'Euphrnte et le Tigre) p, 52. 
t Book xxv. eo 9, v. 2. pp. 406-408. 
J Gibboo, vol. iv .. c. 24. p, 210. 
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tbousand men against them; but, in a battle tbere, tbey were de
feated, witb the loss of$ix bundred, hesid"" tbeir commander.· 

Ferakbsad, bowever, one of tbe sons of Kbosrou Parviz, who 
fled hi. country from fcar of the reigning prince, madc Nisibeen 
his place4>f refuge, and found protection there.t 

It is acknowledged to have been the most important of all the 
places in :Mesopotamia; and its name of « Nisibin," in the plural, is 
said to denote ' « posts, or military stations.":!: In Syriac, the 
name, in the plural, Sibl'11iflcs «a place of columns ;'" but in 
Hebrew, Chaldaic, and Arabic, it implies, in the singular, a military 
post.§ Either of'these etymologies would be sufficientlyeonsistent 
with its former state and history to be adopted, since the greatest· 
part of its importance arose from its value 8H a military post; 
and as the residence of empt.-~rs, nobles, and generals, it wa~ 
decorated with many columned edifices in the architecture of the 
time. 

When the Rahbi Benjamin of Tudela travelled thr .. ugh ML'SO
""tamia, in 1173, he visited « Netsibin," as he himself writes it, and 
describes it as being then a large city, having rivers near it in 
ahundance, and containing an assembly of a thousand Jews.1I The 
notice given of it by Otter, who travelled nearly six hundred years 
later, (in 1736,) is very slight;'I[ and no other writers of modern 
times have given more ample details of its condition. . 

• De Sacy's Memoires sur divers Antiquittls de la Persc, p, 402, +to, A. D. 394, 
t De Sacy's Memoirs, p. illS. 4to. 
! D'Anville Comp. Anc. Geog. p. 43i. 8vo. 
§ D'Anvillc sllr I'Euphrll.te ct Jc Tigre, p. 62 .• 1.0. 

II Voyage de Benjamin de T~delc, in Bergeron's Collection, Ito. 
~ The following are the brief remarks of Otter on this place :-" Nous partim~ Ie 

3 Avril (d'rKotchc-Hillir,) avec l'Ambassadeur du Grand Seigneur, et e&mpaDlEls, apre .• 
sa beures de marehc, dans Iaradeire, c'eat l dire, la vallh noire, d'ou nOU8 allimetde 
lendemain en quatrc heures l Nisihin, petite ville du tmitoire des Arabes Robia, au 
nord de Sindjar. Le Hermes descend d'une montagne au nord de cette ville, et puJ 
a o6ti d'elle; J'on me dit oqu'il y &vo;.t SUf lea bordes de cette rivie1'e plu. de q~1e 
mille jardins, datu le!lquelR on trouvoit quantit~ de r~ blanche.; mai. pM une rouge. 
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It has now, however, fallen into great dedir.e. At the present 
moment it is occupied by about thn.-'C hundred iitmilies of Arabs 
and Koords, mixt.'tl, under the government of Sheikh Farsee, who is 
himself a Koonl horseman, and whose follm'ft>rs are mostly his OWll 

countrymen. These arc chiefly NIohammedans, who have a mOSl:lue 
for their worship, ~hough there arc also a f( ~'w Christians, who live 
among thcm pea,·.cably ; but there are no\\-' no Jews. The hOUliCS of 
the modern town, which ace found crcctL"'l1 on the~' ruins, scarcely 
ex(;t'cd a hundred habitable one~t and th('se arc -sma!! square 
buildings of stone and mud, \\-itll flat roois of strnw, di"ided by 
lIarTOW a'Ueys--for they can scarcely be (~llllcd strects--anu wearing 
altogether an air of great poverty. 

The situation of. the "town is in a level plain, with the hills of 
Mardin ranging along on the north~ at the di:-;tan('c of from five to 
ten miles; the high mouutain of Sinjar Oil the south, distant ahout 
ten or twely(' leagut·s; and a flat desert country, generally, to the 
cast and west, Tlw town is seatt .. -.d 011 the western bank of the 
river Mygdonius, now (:allcd merely the river of Nisiheen; and this· 
is still observed to overtlow its )(mks on the titHillg of the autumnal 
rains, aud the md.ting of the vernal snows; confirming the ae<:uracy 
of J uiian, who dt'scribcd it as inuJH.latiug t.he country lU~ar the walls 
of the city, and watering the neighbouring fields. There are several 
smaller streams running iuto this river, ncar the city itself; which 
eOl'responds with what Ptolemy has said of the Saocaras, as <J.iwt.ed 
before, nnd mt~ntiont .. 'tl to be the same with the MYbrdonius. 1t 
was tlus drculllstanec which f<JrllH.'rly a.s~isted the in'Hlbitants 
in their agriC'.uitural labours, and still enables them to cultivate a 
great deal of Tic'l', which requires more water than any other spe
cies of hrrain. 

Among the most remarkable _ of the edifices whose remllns are 
~ ~till exi\tiilg here, is, the citadd, a temple, a bridge, and a Roman 

jon part.aDt de Ni~bjn, on he'trouve' plus ru vil!cs oi villages sur la route; c'cst UII 

Jellcrt, lrabite par des Kiurds, des Arabes, ~t yezidis. qui voleqt et mwtraitcnt SOU\'cnt 
In pcLSSans; ils n'obeisscnt quO II. lcurs Chicks ~u C~efs_" -Otter, 1. i. p. 121. 

2 Ii 
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bqilding, now called the Cburch of St. James . . The citadel may be 
very ancient; since the fortifications of this city must have been 
almost coeval with its foundation; hut the present edifice presents 
no marked features of Roman architecture; being, as far as I could 
perceive from an e~terior view, a largt· building, of the Sf.luare form 
usual in Mohammedan works of this nature. The temple, which is 
without the ' precincts of the present town: on the south, has five 
columns still erect, supporting an ,architrave, a 'portion, no doubt, of 
the oril(inal portico. I t appeared to be of the Corinthian order, hut 
small, and of' ordinary execution,- I could not, howevet:" ' ~pproach 

suffidently clo~ to this to examine it minutely i for, 'in going 
towards it -alone, tqough not morc than a quarter of a mile distant 
from our . encampm~nt, I had a cloak, and inner garment, or abha 
and jubbe, stripped from me by four of the viliagers, who were 
seemingly strolling in search of plunderiTand whom I (:ould not 
afterwards find, to recover the artic1es, or even to repurchase 
them. 

The bridge is a long and level work of masonrs thrown across 
the river, and ~upported on twelve ar('hcs of Roman work; the 
pathway, or platform, of the bridge being not more than ten feet 
above the level of the stream. It resembles the bridge seen ncar 
Khallet el Hhearin, on the road from Antioch to Aleppo, and, 
like it, was no doubt originally of Roman construction, though it has 
undergone repairs, in later times, from Mohammedan workmep; 
and this portion of it is· now in a still more ruined condition than 
the more ancient one. 

The church, which is dedicated to St. James, formerly a Bishop 
of Nisibecn, and a zealous opposer of the Arian heresy, is thought 

• M.' D'Olivier, in paew.ing through this place, !laW the oolu~ dCBCribed; and, 
~ter mentioning them, he sayl, " Un peu plus loin, noull vi~.un bloc de marbrE 
blanc. ~t gris, preeque cnti~rement enfoui, 8U~ lequel il y avliit une inscriptiOn Latin~ 
tre& eft"acee. Nous ne pennes lire quCi leI troil! motl! 8uivan~ Currul . , ', ' 'Victorian) 
.tadii ... . ,.. C'etait, peuwtre l&, Ie 8~, ou Be {aiyjeDt lea coui'8et de. chevaulI:." 
-vol. iv. p. 243. 8vo. 
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by some to have been originally (;onstrueted for a place of Christian 
worship, about the fourth century, and dedicatL-o, on its first buiid
ing, to the bishop whose name it bears." Others, hO\\-'cvcr, sup
lJOse it to have been originally a temple of the Romans or Greeks, 
which was subsequently converted into a church, when the 'Chris
tians became masters of the eountry.t I had no oPIJOrtunity of 
entering it myself, or of seeing sufficient of it to offhr an opinion on 
this question, ' 

The river, near which the city of Nisibis stood, is still a consi
der'dble stream, augmellted as it is by several tributary ones in its 
coursc~ , 1t rises in the hills to the northward, and goes' away south 
and south-cast. from hen(~, tin its junction with'the Khai.>oor, below . . 
Sinjar, with which, ac.cording to SOllie, it run~' ultimately into the 
Euph~ates; though others here insistL'd on i.ts going aioue into the 
Tigris. It is rapid, deep, and dear; and it5> waters, which are pure 
and swcct,:j:. produce several kinds of fine fish, large crabs, and 
water-snakt..'S, or serpent';, like those found in the Arabian Sea, and 
on the coast of the Concan in india, particularly when approaching 
the harbour of Bombay.§ 

On returning to the camp, after my excursion, I fOlllld a large 
party of the inhabitants of thp town assembled round the tent of 
Hadjee Alx.l-el-H.akhman, and the etcrllul demand for presents was 

• Niebuhr's Travel!;, \'01. ii . 1" 308. 4to. 

t Travel s of M. D'Olivier, \"OJ. iv. p. 247. Bvo. . 
! See- the Note (rom Pliny's ~uturul History, at p. 244. 

§ In the Voyage ot Admiral Van Neck, and Vice_Admiral Van Warwyck. to the 
East Indies, 1598. 1599, we find the Dutch killing and eating a large ~scrpent. nellr 

the island of Bunda, " Lc 8 de Mai . 1599. un ~ .. rpc"t d 'pn:4C pit~s dl.' long. llyunt pa~sC 
par un des ecubier~ du Vai"SC;IU Zc1andc, y flit tile et mangf: .... -V(jya~s rill II, e,m/p. 
dell 1,....9. t. i. p. 567-' -

Daw;>icr met"lvith ~a-snakes about four feet long, four fingt'l"lI broad , flat tail, ami 
Rpottecfwith yell~w~ on Ute e.onst of New Holland , There W(,I"C also r.maller ones., spotted. 

with black and yellow; und others, very long nnd slender, and !>Omt! as lhkk liS a man's 
leg, with'a red head . . " This," says Pennant, 'I reminds me of the speci~ descrilx.>d by 
Arrian, in his' Periplus Maris Erythnei; to which he giYes'black skillll, and blood-red 

e-yet.."-Ouiiinu of tile. GWbe, vol. h·, p.lOO. 
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vocm rated from every mouth, but resisted with equal obstinacy. 
The people of the tri . ving here ~emed to be more mixed ~~n 
w had before been accustomed to see them. The en only spoke 
Arabic, and the wo~en and children Koordi. All were well dressed 
and an, and about as many famili resided in te . in ho s. 
The roving portion of the community po ssed SOlD of the IOOSt 

beautiful horses hat could be seen; and these were chiefly em
ployed in predatory cursion~ while the re t of the men remained 
at home to till the ground, to feed the 60ck and to be employed 
in the more inglorious task of guardin the harems, 0 tb females 
and children of their warring brothers. 

At night all our difficulties were surmounted, and -our rture 
was fixed for the morrow. A strong watch was t around our 
tents, formed chie6 of volunteertl from amOD hose of the caravan 
who had the most to lose; but, Dotwiths all Out vigilance, 
many tfifiing articles tole, and m e and pistol! were 
repeatedly disch during the night at thieves stealing sile tly 
into the camp. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

FROM lSlBEEN, ACROS THE PLAIN F I JAR. 

JULY Ist.-W began to prepare the burdens of our cam~ls 
oon after midnight; and by the first opening or the dawn, we were 

all on our march. 
Our course dir 'cted to the east-south-east over the plain. 

On our left, or to the north of us, we had the range of hills which 
co . nued from Dara eastward, and on which are several villages 

urh~ names we coul4 not learn. On the right, or to the south of 
us, lofty mountain of injar rose from the desert plain, and 
~_Cl to be now distant from us about forty or fifty miles. The 

between w like a spfCiou . th rocks and islets 
urface. all hills m to he, in man 

d are al ay chosen as the sites of V.u.· lI.Oflo .. rlOJt 

, 
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for the purpose of greater security, and a "!ore ready vicw of ap
proaching danger. 

After a march of two hours, we reached a small village, on an 
eminence, callcod Tal eI Schiaire, or the Hill of C:~orn. The few 
houseS seen were in shape like the long barns of English fann
yards, thatched with sloping roofs of straw. The people, who were 
all Koords, lived chiefly, however, in tents; 80 that these buildings 
were mostly uninhabited, and kept probably for storchoU6CS of 
gram. 

In two hours from this, pursuing the l'am'e'coursc, we passed 
through another place, called Theat Khalif Ago, or the Village of 
Khalif Ago, the name of the chief who residcod here. It Wall "".ted 
on a smaller eminence than the former, and <:ontained about fifty 
houses, hut more than. hundred tenl. were piti:hL'<i around it. 

Just before ~oon we came to a similar village, (:ailed Doo('he~, 
, ~ 

where we made our halt for the day. We remarkcod that all these 
villag~s rcscmhhl each other in their chief local feature,.;. all were 
seated on risill~ ;,trounds, caeh had a strt~Rm of water rUllning ncar, 
it from the nort.hward, and ill all of them were wells for the supply 
of this necessary article, when the hrooks might he dried up and 
the streams fail. In ollr way from Nisilx.'Cn thus far, we saw several 
villages on our right and left, but I could not learn their names. 
The last and largest, howl::ver, of tht.'SC was one now nearly abreast 
of us, called Azrowar, and standing on 1,1. higher t:lcvation than 
either of the others', 

In forming our halt, the place chosen for our encampment was 
by a small stream of ,niter dcscemling from the northern hills, ~nd 
going to the southward . to join the waters of N.isiheen. ',On the 
bank of this W&s killed, by one of our party; a lar!!!, black Serpent,' 
of ahuut nine feet III length, and ,nearly a foot in girth around the . 
largest part or'the hody.. It is said to prey chie/ly on lizards, pi 
which there are 'here many sm~ll o.nes of a very beautiful kind.- . 

Otter mt'ntionll a poisonoUli IICrpent found nenr Tchemen, not far from the lcuu . . 
ZlIb, whole b~te proved fatal in the COUZ'lIC of an hour :-" A notre arriv£-e 11 ce.t t'Ildroit 
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Our tent was scarcely pitcheu, before there poured down from 
the northem hills a troop of about fifty horsemen, all mounted on 
beautiful animals, and armed with long lances. The caparisons of some 
of these were rich, and even splendiu, and a 'few of the chicf among 
the riders were aoo superbly dressed. They formed, indeed, hy lar 
the mnst respectable body of men in appcamnce that we had yet 
seen on our way, The whole of these were followers of, Khalil' 
Aga, the head of a very numerous body of horse in this quarter, 
and, according to report., Il.e most powerful chieftain between Orfah 
and Mousul, There' were among tlns party two little boys, who 
eould not have been more than ten years old, but who rode with as 
much firmness and ease, and wielded their lances, and discharged 
their pistols, with us much dexterity as any of the rest; and had, 
if' possible, still more boldness in their behaviour to strangers, 
They w~re all Koords, and we remarkc'<i in them' a roundness of 
feature that was In':lch more approaching to European than to 
Asiatic physiognmny, particularly when cont"L,ted with the long and 
prominent features of the Arabs. . Their complexions too were as 
fair as t.hose of l~nglishmen, though, in all, the eyes and hair were 
dark. Their dress was in faslnon a mixture of Turkish and Ambian , 
but inclining more to the latter; many of' them, however, wore 
gold car-rings, which is rather a custolll of the Indians than 'of 
either of the people before namc'<i. 

The TL"Ception given in our tent, to the chief of ~his party, was 
like that of a man to whom all owed unlimited submission. , Every 
one seemed to acknowledge him, a& far as obsequious humility can 
express that feeling, to be the absolute m .. ~r of th~ir Jives 'and 

Un Persan·4tlla couper de l'herbe sur Ie bon!. de reau, .ct fut mordu a In main par un 

serpent. Au en qu'll fit, on accourut avec des sabres ct des hachcs, croyant qu'il Ctoit 
:tombe dans quelqueernbUacade des Kiurds '; on Ie trouv~ ctendu 8Uf I'herhe. s'agitant, 
kUll"Wlt cornme s'il fut tombe <Ill haut-mal; son bras enBe et noir fit bientDt connoiJre 
la ·calll!le du mal. On decouvrit a quelques pas de lui un serpentIDopstreux qui fut mis 
en piece.. ~ 'tberiaque et les contre.poieona q~'on donna a.l:homme {urent inutiles; jl 
mou.rut 'une hel11'e .ores. "-wme i. p. 1+9. 
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propt.·rty. One among his suite, whose appcardnr,e was more ruflian

like than that of any other of hi~ comrades, was selected hy this 
chief for the duty of inspcding the goods of the <:aravan. This 
duty he performed, while hi. superior thJew h.imsclf u.Iong upon hi. 
mrpet, beneath the tent, at«,ruled by' his fhllowers, who formed a 
L'Olllplete circlt' around him. 

On tilt' report of this inspedor, a contributioll of two thousand 
Spani~h donars was fixed l.t~ the a.mount to he paid by the whole 
(~af.dVall; the propol'tion in which ~t ., was to he contributoo by each 
was It·ft to he settled alllong ourselves. There w,~ .. at le~t an h~ur's 

tltrong r<'>Jl)onstrance against this arbitrary demand of a sum. which 
aU cO!lf~~ed tJteir inability to pet), ; and some even said," Take every 

thing, all that we po~s, and leave us naked. Jt will be less trouble
some to us all, and effectually prev('nt the pY.lage of tl1t~ next band of 
robbers, who, If you leave us allY thing ,remaining. will he sure to 
li~hten U8 of ou~ burtheJU!: ' I t was not. 'tiJe!ic remoJ?stranccs, however, 
hut a conviction that the original sum could l1ut be raisoo, which 

• 
induce<l the chief at lellgth to lower his <,Iemand to two. tJlOusanu 
flve hundml piastres, Ul' ahaut ,L'1:!5 st<-rlini. ·01' tlti ... tI,e Hadjee 
Abd-el-Hakhmiin was ohlil-ted to pay the half, and the remainder 
wa.., left to ut.· raised among the rest of tlw ~ravan . As we were 
now few ill number, ami tlu~ great mass even of' these had nut 
wherewithal to answer the exorbitant claims of the~ frL'C1K>oters, I 
was compelled to pa~', for my 'o.\'o'n t-ihare, no l~s than three hundred 
piastres, part of which 1 was obliged to borrow from the young 
nephew of my friem~ l/adjee ,Abd-<!I.Ateef; my own ready rash 
~nl! all cxpcud<..'tl, amI ,havillg nuthing now but my billt~ on 
Mousul and ll"h.uad left. 

One would have expected, that after this sum "'as produce9,. 
which it ';'as with ""mt' diffic:uity, .and presented in 'hard Iwd bright . , 
coin, they would have left us to repose in i~ But the posset!l\-
ion of the glittering trea~i'.re servL'<.I only to excite new desires fW 
more; and it. SL~m~ to me that we were now in . danger of com
plete pillage. The Hadjee had already laid 'out his presen!B before 
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the chief, on his first entering the tent, after the usage of the 
(.'Ountry; and these were sufficiently rare and valuable to have been 
offered to a Sultan. ' Others were, however, now demanded; and 
some of the bales of goods, that haa hitherto remained untouched, 
were even opened, to search fOf something worthy the acceptance of 
this insatiable marauder. Nothing was found that suited his caprice; 
and when he discovered that he himself was not likely to be in
dividually benefited by further plunder, he began to affect a regard 
for justice, and desired that all ~ ,private property," as he called il, 
might be respected I 

Notwithstanding this positive injunction, from a leader, whom, 
in all other respects, his followers seemed implicitly to obey" the 
inferior persons of the troop wandered through the caravan, and 
secretly pilfered what they did not venture to take in public. The 
saddle and' bridle of my' horse, which were purcbased new at 
Aleppo, and still in ,good riding order, were literally stolen from off 
tbe animal's back; a mare, witb all her furniture, was taken from 
another &f:the caravan; and many things of smaller value from , 
others, who bad not the pOwer to defend themselves from t.his 
arbitrary pillage of the troop, and who had no hope of redress from 
an appeal to their commander. 

These men thus hnng about our camp unt.il sun-set, when they 
left us, all labouring 'under the dread of their paying us another 
visit before we finally quitted·tlleir neighbourhood. We learnt, that 
Khalif Aga, the great leader, and most of the petty chiefs of these 
Koord horsemen, were Moslems; but that the villagers dwelling in 
houses, including those of the plain and the hills, were Christians. 
It is -ted, tlmt thi. chief can bring twenty thousand horse into 
t~ field under his harmer; and, though this may be an exaggera
tion, for the sake of,approaching to rouild' numbers, the force which 
heesn command is no doubt very c'Onsidepoble.- ' 

To Me1!: that the charN:f#r or the people, anG the dangers of travel1ers in these 
parts, hav.Ejleen the s.m.e for more than tW£tcenturies put, the followin£ ~ from 
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.JULY 2nd.-\\' t! quitted our station on the pla,in ncar Azrowar, 
with the dawn; and after six hours' (:ontinut':(1 march O\'cr a lcvd 
tract, going about (,ilst-south-ca!o\t throughout all the way, we made 
our halt for the ni~ht. 

Dr. Leonhart Ibuwf)lff's Trawls. III 1573. on hi l< way from l\1f1usul to Nisibern, is 

worth extracting: : 

" Aft('f (JUt jounl('), had IIl'l'TI dt'fl,tr,'!! for fOllr days, Wt' hroke up on the c1c\'cnth 
of .ranuary st,\,t'rol hundrt'll stmng. awl Wl'nt 011 for tllP whole lIli)' without eating, witJI 

all !'fK't~, ulltil the SUlHoet at night. wlll.'n we e IlCtlIUIK'l/ Oil all Il~n'nt IIt'al a small "jllagt', 
tu keel' our h('I\ .. ;t,.; and goods llaft.', and to n.frt'bh OlltSl'l\'t',. Itnd ~l'm. \V t· watch(·d all 
night long, and went continually, IlIr,-"(' and thrl'1.' logdlwl', t"llUII(1 about our camp hy 
turn .~. The next day ",",. I'roc.·\ ·~·{h·\ 1 on again in 0111" jOllrtll'y with aJ! sJl!'t,I, rather (or 

a gutxi fuuntain or spring's sakl·, Ui< thl·Y tI" in theS\.· t·ounlril'I< in the. Va."t ilt·!It; rt~, UUlIl ttl 

rt'uch a good inn, whert' we 3.l."fiVl'{lllltl" 1\1 night, uml 1.:ncatnped neur it, I() SIUy nil night 

tl) r{,.,t. A little ruter, wJIt·1I "T wert· at .'II!'I'I."r, S01l1 (" of tht· Curters (Koords) Callt(· to 

us illto our callii', spoke to us kindl)" , allil a~h.J liS . ·Iwlllt'r Wt ' did wmH nny tlnng that 

they 1"011111 11\'11' 11:< 10; hut we s\'Xl!I pt' n"l" i\Ttl them to Ix~ spies, thut were !-oent I ly ttwir 

cUlIlpunioJls, to S\.'\.. \\·hut slrt·ngth Wt· lit·fI· ,,( Hut when tlwy p(· rCt· j \"l~1 that WI ' W.'fC 

nHt pl ea.<;( ~J with tl\('lII, tlwy ,litiuut Slay, hut lI"eLlI llway, anti Wt· (:olllpo;It>i 1 ollr~h'es 

tu Tl..'st, hut h'pt :l J:!,:uud /.!lIartl, a" we hatl don. tlu; night lK~f;'fI' . Ahollt. midllig:lll, 

whell \H~ WI·fI · inll!!r fir~l "It~p, ollr walt:hnwll l .... n:t·in·d a ~rt'at nlUlll)t"r of th,· Curlers 
to approoch, wjll·rd(lrl' tlll')' a'mkt~,1 us with a gn·ill sllUlllin~, to al:lrlll us thl' soqnt'r, 

and to IJI"in,", Ull inlv goud order, ami to fr.igh h·n uur t'lwlIlies, and to (trive··tl:wm aw1l.y, 

Hut tht·,\" did nlll ollly nut mind Ui<, 11111 milllt, all ha~h: they l'oulil .. p to liS, and that 11(. 

ncar that W(' eou /d !<t.(, tllI'lI1, although it wa.~ dark, hefon~ our (·allll', by their ht,ltds. 

But, .".h,·11 they lillind us in a good onler lind conrliliull til HP)I".>;t.' them, · and ditl hear 

that Hur gUllners antillrcher.", whidl WNe n !rul)" to 1t·t fly ilt then" {'alletl with a loud 

\'ui("C I.ll Ihelll Tultal, lahal, Hflr(lmi, that is, Come hilher, CnllW hither, you tbievell, 

&c, the), huhl1t for a littlt~ whilt·, amI w('re lO(l afrnid of liS, tWit tlwy turned their backs 

and Tan nway. Afterwllrdll, when we feared 1I0T eXfX.d(~1 their 8!iSllult any OIore, they 

came qw.ckly IIgain a lIecond' time, in n far greateT munbCr than before, They Il-d before 

them (1m' ('4mcl and !K.'l·~~al horllCs, (which in the dnrk .we co·uM only disCern hy their 

headlll(x)king against tht~ sky,) in their hands, without doubt, that we might look upon 

them a.s travelle ... ~, or else that we might not he abll' to di&ecrn their oJ1umber, But, 

ntrt.withKtanding all thi!J, tht'ir first ~'I8ult WI\S fn.osh in IRemory, wherefore w~ did 'I1ot 

tarry, but drew snon up in our funner order again, wherein I was t~e lcft_hl~.nd man)o 
the 6:"8t rlluk again, with my lICymitar drawn, and· had befOT£> armed my breast.!- with 

~veral sheet'" uf paper, that I Iwi brought with me to <I.,. hl: plants ,in, expec8ng 
their a,qauJt ev('ry monJt."nt. But, wil('11 they had made a halt again, ft>aring their 

skin AI! much all Wt· did ~'\lr!l, and did ndther shout nor move up towards Ui, one of .. 
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In the course of this march we saw many -villages, both on our 
right ami 1efl, and went through five similar ones in the direct. 
route, all of them small, and compo~L->(1 of pent-roofed dwdlings of 
the long t(Jrm h('fi)r.c dcseriht..-d. The people appeared generally to 
live in tents; and these long harns, a8 far as we could perceive, werc 
more frequently used as places of shelter for cattle at night, than as 
the hahitations of families. These villages were al1 seated on emi
nences of the plain, and all their doors looked towards the south, 
the ])oint from ,~h~ch they have the most danger to apprehend. 
They w('r(-', h()w(~vl'r, all so small and ~) little known by the 
people of 011r ('aravan, that I eould not obtain the names of any of 
them. 

It was in al!ollt all hour after our setting out from ncar Azrowar 
that we 'quitted the cultivate<) ground, and (:arne again (m what was 
called" EI Berrc('ah," 01" " ·tlH.~ op('n land." This pre~ntt~ a sur
fae!; 'of light dry turf, with H fine soil, and wanted only water to 
make it highly fertile and fit for immediate cultivation. }la. .. ~illg 

over this" Berreeah" for another hour, W(' ("arne again on the hasaltic 
rock, in large 'black m~sses, in saml:' parts porous, and in ()ther~ 
liolid, with one portion particularly close and fine in the grain, but in
tersected by a vein of highly POTOUS matter, apparently injected or 
shot through it in a strdight line while liqujd, and being about two 
inches Wide throughout its whole len;,'th. The appearance of this 
vein was that ora fine sponge, or of dough, as it is seen if cut through 
while fenncnting, ~ 'rising, previous to its being bakcd into bread, 
full of small holes; while the solid mass, in which this porous or 
spongy vein was seen, was one of the closest-~ined stones that we 
llnd met with in our route, and would have borne a polish c<]ual to 
the linest marble. Both of these substances were of a black colour ; 
the vcin;however, was not quite so dark as the solid portion through 
which it · raD, We lost the traces of this basaltic rock in the soil, 
•• 

ours pruvok.ed then ... and did lIhonl at the ctllllvl. and did hit it, l'IO that it gan' a sign 
thereof, but the rest forlxm.~ to fin'. So they !lt8id a little-while, and tlll'll wcnt off 
a aeeond time." _p, 168. 1f>9.-Ra,,'s edition. 8vo_ 
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after a short time, and ("arne again on cultivated ground, where the 
harvest was now gathering in. 

The name of all this tract of land, over which we had passed to.
day, was Belled Chitteea; but, a{t;"r all my inquiries, I cOuld learn 
no particular name for any of the villages which we had seen. Each 
of them, indeed, was small, and being inhabited only during the 
~'Orn-harvest, was formed of as many tents as fixed dwellings. 
Though the people thus live in tents, in huts, and in houses, and 
the Arabic language has particular names for each of these kinds of 
dwelling, these distinctions arc unknonll herc. In distinguishing 
the particular class of habitations, of which a settlement is formed, 
the Arabs call them, Beeoot Hadjar, Beeoot Khashab, and Beeoot 
Shahr; that is, hou... of stone, houses of wood and reeds, and 
houses of hair: the tellts of the tme Bedouin Arabs being invariahly 
made of dark hair.doth, wovcn from the produce of their flocks in 
their camps. 

The range of hills on which Mardin and Dara arc .. eated 'con
tinm .. ><i to run thus far, from west to east, until it tcnninatcd abreast 
of the station of our halt, about eight or ten miles to the northward 
of us, our course of east-south-east making an angle with it ·of ncarly 
two degrees. 

This course, while it occasioned us to leave the hills of Mardin 
at a greater and greater distance on our left, brought us progressively 
nearer to the mountain of Sinjar on our right: This mountain is 
considerably higher than the range of hills on the north; and its 
elevation above the plain appears, from hence, to be upwards of two 
thousand feet at least. It J.jses by sloping capes at either end, gra
duaUy growing higher near the centre; its direction being nearly 
east and west, and its length apparently" about fifty miles. This 
mountain is here so marked a feature in the geography of Mesopo
tamia, that it found a p\aee in all the geographical writings of the 
ancients who treated of this country;- and continues still to be . ~ 

gee C.ellariu~ Anc. Geog, p. -.+1 . 4to. 
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land-mark for the Desert Arabs, and a place of constant reference 
by travellers, when speaking of the roads through these plains. 

The town of Sinjar, or Singara, which either gave its name to, 
or derived it from, the mountain itself, was a celebrated military 
post during the contests for universal empire, of which this was, for 
a long while, the scene; between the armies of' the East and the 
West. Its namp. frequently occurs in the histories of these wars, 
and coins have been found which bore the inscription of this city as 
a Roman colony.- C 

When the Emperor Trajan returned through Mesopotamia, 
after his conquest of Ctesiphon am) Seleucia, and his visit: to the 
ruins of Babylon, he made war against a tribe of Arabs here, who 
then forme"! an independent body in Sinjar. He besieged their 
capital, which defende"! it;oelf bravely. The len!,<th of the. siege, 
the excessive heat, and the want of ·water in the plain, engendered 
diseases in the c.amp. The emperor himself, indee>d, here laid the 
foundation of the disorder which occasioned his death wit.hin the 
same year, A. D. 117, as he ahandoned the enterprise against the 
Arabs, and returned with all speed through Syria towards Rome. 
He was unable to proceed any farther, however, than Cilicia, where 
he ended his days in the town of Selinas, which was afterwards 
called Trajallopolis, in honour of him.t. 

The animated description of the contest betwe"n the Roman 
legions under Constantius, and the I1ersian troops under Sapor. in 
the battle of Singdra, may be seen in the pages of Gibbon, from 
which .a brief extract only will be given in a no~ below, to shew 
the nature of the country, and the evils, to which the oppressive 
climate, and difficulty of procuring supplies of the most ordinary 
refreshment, had reduced the soldiers or one of the bravest na
tions that ever yet existed.:): 

See CelWius, Anc. Geog. p. 441.410. 
Memoires de I'Academie des Inscriptions ~t Belles-Lettres, vol. xxi. p. 61. 4to. 

"The stationary troops of Singara retired on the approach of Sapor, who passed 
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J II the invasion 01 Mesopot8mia by Sapor, when Constantiu. 
was sole Emperor of Rome, after the c'Onqu<>st of Amida, it i. 'said, 
that the strength as' well as spirit of the army with which Sapor 
took the ' field in the cnt;uing spring, was no longer equal to the 
unbounded "jews of his ambition. Instead of aspiring to the 
conquest of the 'East, he was obligt'd to (~ontcnt himself with the 
reduetion of two fortified cities of M(~sop(Jtamia, Singara, and 
Bozalxli, the one situated in a sandy desert, the otlU'T in a small 
peninsula, .-:,u;roundcd on (~v('ry side by the deep and rapid stream 
of the Tigris.· Five Roman legions, of the diminutive size to 
whic\ihe,r had been reduced in the age of Constantine, wt'rc made 
pril'loncrs, and sent into remutl:' captivity, on the cxtrem~ confines 
'of Persia. After d.ismantling the walls of Sing-dl'a, the conqueror 
abandplled that solitary and loic<]uesu·red plac-e".t 

In the reign of' the Empt·ror Jovian, Sing-am, and the Ca~t1e of . 
the MooTS, one of t~e !o;tronf,l"(~t place~ in Mesopotmnia., were dis
membered from the ~mpire; and it was considered _as an indul
gence, says the sam~_~; h~~rian, that the inhabitants of those 
fortresses were pcnnitt~;'lo retiT(' with· tht·ir efted;.'i; but the 
Persian conqueror ri~u81y insj~tcd that the Romans should fi)r 
ever abandoll the ki.,~ kingdom of AI'Ill~Jlia. . 

the Tigris, Oyt<r tlltL'C bn<tgcs. tuui occtl.pil'ti,· ncar the village of Hillel , an advant"b"t'Ous 

camp, which, hy the lahulll" of bis numerous piolleers, he surroundt.·u in one day with a. 
dCt:p ditch, and a lofty rampart. His {onnidahlc host, when it was drawn out in order 

of battle, C(lvl'rt:d the banks of the ri\'cr, the adjncenl heights, uhd the whole extent of 
a plain IIf aho\'e twelve lIlileS, which separaled thc two armies. Both were alike im

patiellt lu engagt' . but the harharian!', afler a slight rt$istanCt>, fk-d io difiOl'der, unabll' 
to H:sist. or desirous tH w{:ary, the strength uf the ht.'8vy legiun", who, frunt:ng with 
heal :.nd thjr . ~t. puc;;uetl them acro;;~ the plain, and cut in pieces 11 line of cavalry, 

clothed in coel..lctc armuur, which had been JlOllted before the gatetl of the camp, t.o 
protect their rctr~at . • The si ncerity of hiKtory declnrl'8, however, that .the Romans 
were valll.jllish(.,(J with It drcadfullililughtcr; and that the flying remnant of !he ll'~ ' 
was exp0lI(·d to the mo!!t intolerable hardtJ.ips. "-Gib!xm'6 HuUwg of the Decline a"lUl.: 
Fall of Rome. vol. iii. pp. 139-142 .• 

• The account of th"sc s!ebrcs ill 'brivcn hy Arnmiaou8 MarcellinulI, 2()........6,7. 
t GiLbon, vol. iii. c. 19. p. 209. 
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This territory, here known t1f the ual", of -:Sinjar, has been 
supposed by most writers to be the salDe witb;tbe land of Shinar. 
mentioned in the Scriptures. Some indcl..->tl apply this name to the 
whole of Mesopotamia.* St. Jerome; more p.,rticularly, when he 
speaks of Arach. or Erech. being Edessa, and Achad, or Ace",l. being 
Nisihis;l' necessarily ~upposcs tills name to extend over the whole 
of the country hetwecn the Tigris and Euphrates, a...., it is exprc8S\y 
said, " that the begimting of Nimrod's kingdom was · Habel, and 
Ercch. and Accad, and Calneh. ill .the land of Shinar:"~ Benjamin 
of Tudela calls thl' whole of .M.'esopotamia hy the name of u~~naar," 
and supposes it to be the Shinar of the Scriptures.§ _ >\~d"ifebuhr 
also thought it probable, from the affinity of uames, that tlte district 
of Sillj~ir at least might be the Shinar of the Pentateuch. 1I This 
may l!xplain' that passage of the Uible, whic:h, nftel' lIaming these 
cities as being in t.he land. of Shilla r, Sil),S, ,. Ont of that lam! wcnt 
forth Asshur, and buildcd Nineveh, amI {'ity Rchohoth, and 
CaJah. And Rescn, hetwee n Nineveh Calah: UIC RaDle is a 
great eity." ~illeH'h and Calah . o«t of that ,I.and, or 
beyond the river Tigri~ to the Resen, which was 
between them, wa .... necessarily so too ; Cellarius has, in his 
map, placed this ne-arly in the heart of 

D'Anville, who thinks tl)('rc is <n,,,"' ,, in acceding to 
thilil opinion. of the present name of n corrnption of 
Shinar, or Sinear, and apptll..-d. to the Sb.~ trad of cOi.mtry as 
hefor{~,~l l'cmarks, in another place, with grcat ' ~euracy, on the error 
of l'to\em y in placing it close to the Tigri,\ from which it is sepa
rated by a wide desert tra(~t."t< 

• Gibbon, vol. n. p. 211. 

t See Cellorius. Anc. Geog. p. oMl and 448. 4to. 
! Genesis, c. x. v. 10 . 

• 
§ Voyage de Benjamin. Bergeron's Collection .. 
II u SelOD tout apparcnce, le Singara des auteurs Grccs. Le nom a ilussi beaucfJup 

de rapport avec Ie Sinea.r de la Bible. "-Voyog~ en .A:rabie, vol. ii. p. 315, en 4to. 
~ Compo of Anc. Grog. p. 4033. 8vo . .. 
•• "Singara est un!" \·iUe de grand con!lideration. Cellariu;;, appnrtant lInc uttention , 
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It was here, on this plain, to the north of'the mountain of' Sinjar, 
that the great scientific undertaking, of measuring two degrees of 
the meridian, was carried into execution, under the Khalil' A1-
Mamoun, the result of which problem ascertained a terrestrial 
degree to be equal to fifty-seven Arabic ruiles." 

TIuoughout the whole range of the mountain of ~injiir, there 
is now no great. town, but there are still many villages. Of these, 
however, very Ii.ttle is known, as neither Turks, Koords, nor Ardbs, 
dare to venture among the Yezeedis, by whom the mountain is 
chiefly inh~bit:~l.t The largest town they have, is seak'<l on an 
island,.in the middle of a lake, called Cottoneah, which, by some, is 

• said to be at the foot of the mountain in the plain, and by others, 
is reported to be in the hills. My curiosity had he'en strongly ex
cite..! ~y a passage of Niebuhr, which speaks of' a pyramid on this 
island, built in a very durable manner, and worthy the examination 
of travellers.:/: 
scrupuleuse sur III nomenclature, remarquc que It~ nom c~t au plurid chl'"J les ccrivllins 
Grecli, et I'emplacement prell du Tigre; c'est bien (''C qui est (>vidcnt dans PtuJCmee, 

mais non pas cgalement dans la Table 'l'ht"ooosiennc, OU Ie nom ct Is position ligul Cl: 
comme 1(.'S prindpales, nc tiennent point au Tigre, (.f. en &OIlt scpares liar Ie desert, q\lt> 
Ie 110m de Troglodoti fllI-RS la table raroit designer. Ccttc "iUe rut prise par Trajan , 
au rnpport de Dion Cu"ius, et on In voit ensuite ~ulonic Romaine, a\'C<': le8 sumoms 
d'Aurf'lia et de Sl!pfimia, qui se liscnt sur le8 mcdailles."-D'Anville Bur rEup/arate 
et Ie TiA p. 50 . 

• D'AnviUc sur I'Euphratc et Ie Tigre, p. 121. 

t U La montagne de Singiar. fertile en diverse8 80rtc8 de fruits, cst d'un accC8 tre.. 
t1ifficile, ct la JX'upladc qui l'occupe met sur pied plus de six mille fusilierll, 88IlS compter 
la cava\erie arm~e de lances. II ne se Jl8WIe gUCre d'annce, que quelque groue C4Ta.Vane 

ne liOit dcpouill~e par.~tte tribu. Lell Yetidis de cette montagne ont lIOutenu plueieurs 
guenc8 contrc lc!'i pachas de Mou8801 et de Bagdad; dans ces occaaiOO8, apres qu'il y a 
cu beaucoup de so.ag repandu de part et d'a'dtre, Ie tOut finit par s'arranger moyennan't . 
de l'argeDt. ees Y czidill IiOnt rcdoutes en tout lieu, ill cause d(: leur cruaute: lorsqu'ils 
cxercent lcur!! hrigandagcs lIm1es, ils ne se boment pail i d epouiUer leI ~l'1IOnne8 qui 
tombent entre leurs mains, ill! les tuent toutes sans exception.. iii dans Ie ' no~bre il ~ 
trouve des Bchhifs, descendans de Mahomet, ou des docteura musulmans, ilsles fon~t 
perir a'une manit'rc plus barbare, et avec plus de plaiJir, croyant acquerir pat-Ia ~n plull 
grand mmte.'" -Notice II¥ lu YemiN; pp. 206, 20"/. 

! U A 1'0UCllt de Sinjar, d dans un lac, j~l a un petit .iIe, habjt~e par lea Arabet, CJut 
, 
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All my inquiries on that head, however, brought me no satisfac
tory information of such a monument, though of the Lake Cotto
neah, and of its centml island, every body seemed to know, a~d all 
were agreed on the im[X>ssihility of any but a Yezccdi, or one under 
his protection, visiting it. The other ton'll.S are scattered over tlw 
eminenees and valleys of the mountain, and some few arc ~eated at 
the foot of it, along the edge of the plain. , . 

The whole of this wstrict of Sinjar, in~luding both the moulI
tain and the plain, is under the power of the Y ezeL~ who call thi!<i 
their own peculiar home, and ~earccly suHt~r strangers to,live alliong 
them. There arc, however, a few .Jews, who reside in the toWn of 
Cottoneah, on the island in the lakC', and act generally as brokers, 
for the sale and pur(~ha!"ie of die plunder, w)lidl the Yezet,>dis bring 
in from their predatory exct1r~jon8. Christians. too, can go among 
them, when under the ~cort of one of t.llt'ir body, ~s they them
selves so far venerat.e the Christian religion, as to ki~s the hands 
of the priests, when they visit them at :Mardin and other towns. 
They take the sacrament of the Lon!"s supper also from them; and 
hcli~ving the wine to he the real hlood of Jesus, are careful, while 
drinking it, not to .utrer a drop of it to fall 011 the ground, or even 
on their beards. 

There is no great head or chief of the Y czeedis, as a fLtion ; 
hut the people of the towns on the plaill, and in the hills, han: 
their own govcrnOlis, distinct from the wanderers of the mountaiii. 
These stand in nearly the same rclatiQIl to each other as the 1'owlI 

Arabs and the Desert ones, or cultivators am) Bedouins. The 
people of the towns live by agriculture, and such trades and manu
faCtures as are suited to their wants. The mountaineers are in 
tribes, with sheikhs at their heads, and live chielly by the plundt"· 

ron tlOl!lfDC Chatonie,ct qui tient &u continent par une diguc fort ctroite. On y trou\'{' 
"\Ill2 pyramide, \}atee (l'une Illaniere fort durable et qui merite peut-etre que d l' H'," 

ageurs Ament la voir." He adds, " OtU>'r avait pareillement entendu parl('r d 'Ulw 
pyrarnide dans cettt" contrce, mais il ne 1'a pas vue lui.merrte."-Yoyage elL _4rabit', 
vol. ii. p. '316. tto. 

2" 
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of CitrUyalls; to obtain whit~h, they tlesecnd from their hills, and in

tcreept the passage 4..1f' the high road. There are also Nomc tribes 
seattcrl'd Hbout the plain, (~yt'n n('ar to tlw borders of Mardill, and 
thcfW It.·ad the.:: :;mne kind of'lit<,. TIU' HlollHt.ainet.'NI arc saiu, how
e\'er, to he.> til(' 1II0st SHYllge and harh'Ir()1Is of tlw whole: tlu.'Y IIt'ver 

trim tlwir 1I111stachios or their heards, lIor do tlwy eH'r ('lit their 
hiiir: so that, . ., they go without an)" otlH'l" ('O\'cl'ing than this 0)1 

theil' h('ac1~ thdr appearance is quite c01JteWillahle to th(·ir dmrader. 
Tht' (littt~r(,Jl~t· which J had lIoti<"t'd in the I'h,ysiog"uOIuy amI ('OJII

plt'xioll~ of .the p<lrty of' these Yezt't.,dis. wh01l1 \\"(' met with at tht.' 
khan in Orfilh~ llHl~t han' 1.('( ' 11 o('('asiollcti hy this diHi.:rcnce, of 
I'esi<iillg eitl.lt.'f in t.he mountain 01' on the plain. 0" tIll' OIlC, t.ht're 
is snow teU" a gr{~at portion of the yetiI' ; Oll the other. tlu.:. Iwat is 
(,llllal to that 01' <Iny part of tlw world: so that filir ('OInplt'xioJls, 
light hail'~ and hlut' ('.n·s illig-lit 1)(' produ('t'd under the same degree 
of latitmlt' with t he olin' I "dian tololl)". dark Imir, aweI hlilek ('ye's, 
eadl of whieh '] had s('~'n illll()n~ th(,HI: thest' \·ari(·tit·""'i1ri!"ill~ Hili)" 

from the diffi.,I't'lIcC of elcvation, on whieh 1 he pt.~rs()lIs were horll 
and hrouf!ht up to IIlltnh(H)(i. 

The holy tit), of these YC1.l'cdis is said to hc in the IIHHlTItain ... 

of I\.oordistan, Oil thl' ('<1st of the TiJ!ris ; and another of their CelCA 

hratl>U religiollt'i pI act's is OJW, ('ailed Slleikh Khan, bctween Mousul 

and Amadi,!, to which tht')" make' an annual pilgrillla~c f(.)r the ]K..'r
fOl'manec of SOIll(' reli~ioll~ riks. The p('opl(~ of tlw ('ountry lS<lY 
it happencJ. on one oCC:(lSiOIl, that. a '.I'tlrkish military commander 
surprised them at this pla('(', whell cn~;g('d ill worship, by l:oming 

suddenly 011 th<::.m at ni~ht: and that, hi:-; force hein~ too powerful 
for them to rcsilSt, they fled with great pJ'c<"ipitatiol1, I(~a\"ing one of 
their sac;l'c,1 hooks hehin" thclII_ Of this the Tolrkish ollic-cr took 
po:-;:;ession. and had (~v(:n tIl(' paticn("e to read some part~ of it, so 
that it was prohahly written in Arahic j hut finding it, as 'he 8ai~, 
to be full of infidelity and profanation, he dc .. troyed it, Oil the ""me
principl" as that whieh insti'gatcd the Khalil' Omar to order the 
Imming of the Alexandrian Library, and I'ere Sicard to destroy tba 
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o1d Papyrus Manus<:ripts of E~"Ypt. The general 0PIIUOJl is, that 
these Yezt.·edis have no sacred book; hut this. wlU'1I I"aid hy MO
hamme<iuut-l, tiimply means that tlll~y have Hl'idH.'T t\ll' Bihlc, the 
New Testament, nor the Koran, I()f the} ackuowlcdg(· no oth,el' 
books as ~U'red, 1t: howt'ver. the ant.'('tiote of t.he Turk ish offi(·(·,. 
be well-founded, it i!o; dear that tll('Y Oll<'t· had SOIll'" rdigious (·O(k. 

and it is prohahlt~ that they l'ven still POSS('SS some writte n n'
(!ords, doglllas. 01' Il'gcllds (,~JIlIl('et't'd with their rite~ ;l,nd faith. 

Bt..~twCt'li the Laket-l of Van awl Shahc(', in the north of Koor-'. . ' distan, heyond t.lw mountaills, and ~ollth of Armeni~ there arc said 
to J)(~ IIla"Y Yt'zcet.iis settled, while otilt'rs again are sC<.iltt'ied alollg
the hanks of' the Tigris, ami in the road 1)(.'twe<'JI Mousul and 
Bagdad. 

, It is not known whether the origin of t.hi~ I't~ped tl)r th<: D('vil, 
WhOlll they c..:all Clwlihi, or .• 11 Signo)'t· ... h(' frOlll tIlt., llncit'Bt Per
sians, with a sllh~e(lll('nt. 'lJIixtul'(' (If Christiauity, or whether it is a . . 
remnant. of tlw do('trifle of the i\lalJieheslJs. wh()~e ht'rl'~y fiouri:-:ht'u 

at Edcssa. Tlll'ir HallH', thnH Y(,loti, th(' ('viI prim:iple, U!oi opposed 
to OrlHtlzd, th(' :.tood 011(" with IIHIII," of their pcculiaritit,s oj' lan
guage awl ,"Ul-itOlIlS" would SI't'lII to J,!i\"( ~ tht'1Il a Versiml ol'iJ,!iu; 
while, on the ot.her haJld. SO_He of their sup<'rstitiom; art' rderahlt~ 
to th(~ 1\'ialliehcHIi sect: alld hoth of thl';';C agaill ha\'t~ und(~rgone 

many dmll~(,s, hl'oll~ht "hont partly, perhaps. hy the )'e~idt'lJ(:c of 
Jews in these towns, as they are st.ill sutfi..'l"ed to live amoll;.! them 
at t.he pl'('sent day. ami partly h~' tllt-ir mixture with Christians, as 
their (·nullt.l'y was onee even the s('<' of a Chaldcan bishop" 

At thc clo~c of our jonrn~.'y to-day, we opened the loft.y moun
tains of Koordi:4an, the hight'st point ofthc range ~f' whieh i~ caned 
Jebel .Tudec j atul tIlis is thought to be the spot on which the 
" Sefct .. d-Noah," or the Ark of Noah, rested, after th(~ " \\'u~t el 
Typhoon," or the t.ime of the Delug<', as it is herc cxpr<~ssctl. This 
°moWltain is indeed eXCfX->dingly lofty, and, like many othpr lK)ints 
of the same range, was (,'Overoo witl1 onc unbroken ~het't of SIIOW, 

for at least a third of the way do~n from the ~uniJUit, although it 
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was now the hottest season of the year, and the intense heat of 
the plains was scareely bearable to an European. These moun
taiIDI form the range seen from Diarbekr, going towards the south
east. They appear from hcnc(! to lie in do llirection of nearly north 
and south, on the east of the Tigris. Their outlines arc broken, 
and they present numerous beds or ridges, while the mountain of 
Sinjar is apparently on1y one great isolated mass, of even outline, 
and said to*~e composed of lime-stone.· 

Our evening halt was made beside a small stream, .md ncar a 
village' 'cill.".l. Chehcl Ago, consisting of two portions of reed huts, 
and thrcc cir four divisions of tented dwellings. 

As the rcst of our way from' hence to MOllsul was sa~d to be im
passable, except hy foree, from the plain b(~jllg always infested by 
Yezecdis, it hecame necessary to strengthen our means of deltmce; 
and accordingly a bargain was made with the Sheikh, of the tribe, 
encamped at this place, to furnish us with eighty arnrcd horsemen, 
to each of whom we were to pay three Spanish dollars for their pro ... 

• 
teetion as far as the hanks of the Tigris, and to this !'lum everyone 
in the caravan was tu eOlltrihute in proportion to the value of th~ 
property which he hnd embarked in it; a propositioll to which ~o 
one objL"Cleo; as the zeal of religious hatrL'<.l was au<.loo to a regard 
for personal!'lafcty in the minds of all.t The evening was therefore 
passed in collecting our force, aIld in preparing our weapons for a 
fray; and at ni~ht we lay down to catch an hour's sleep, to recruit 
our strength and spirits for the .march,:\: 

• In the Tra"el!> of He Haitoll. as inserted in Bergeron's Collection, this Inf'lIntaln 
of Sinjar, as it iii there caUed, is noh.'Ii I1S thc ea.<;temlllO!lt range in the tcrritory of Me
t!Opotnmil1; and the ~:4rcity of water i. the plains nellr it ill ~I!O "remarlu.>d. 

t .' D'nillcllf!' Ics Mahometans !IOnt dans la fenll£' pcrsuasion.quc tout homme 'lui 
pt:rit de IlllJlrun cl'un de ces !leCta.i~!I, meurt martyr; sUlm Ie prince d'Amndia a-t-iJ 
soin dl' tl'llir tou jours aupr~s de lui un OoUn1!8l1 de cettc nation, pour exeeutcr les 1Ien

tence!! dc mort contre ICI l'un:s. Les Yezidis ont la mem.e opinion re1ativement llUX 
Turcs, ct 111 chose ellt reciproqlle. iii \\11 Tllrc tllC un Yezidi, it fait une action tr~
agreablc aDieu, d Ri un Yezidi tue un' Turc, il fait une reuvre tre~meritoire aux yeux 
du Grand Scluiklt, c'elIl-A-dire du Diable,"-Notioe BUr le8 Y~ridill, p. 208 . 

• W . .. e Were Just now on the very spot where Dr. Rauwolif met the adventure 
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All my ciForts to get even half an hour's._!cst were, however, 
unavailing. We were rotlS<-'<i by the signals of the guards, and 
the shouts of the picquets stationed at the out-posts, almost every 

described in 11 {orml'r note, (p. 251\;) antI, ns the same renrs ~xisted with Uf'" and kept 

us awake, in continu:lI apprehension, the scqul'l of his ru.IYcnture is worth gidng, hcing 

as completely illustrative of tilt' f'tatC' of manners and charncter III the present llll)" IlS 

at the moment wtWIl it was first written, about two hundrctlllnd tifty years ago. Tilt, 
Icanted Doctor says: " So we kept awake an the rest of the night, and kept a good 
watch, and went on our journey again carly the next mornillg aboutJ-ak of the day ; 

and came ngain 10 wide and dry h('aths, wherc we saw nl'ither men !Jot hf.as~s, and so 
we wellt on till noon, whcre we cncalllpL'tl in a large place', which :was ~urrounded with 

walls and ditches pretty well, just like unto 11 fort ress, whl·rl..·()f there are sc\·cra J in these 

dangerous pllllltS to lx· ~'en . 'Vhen Wl' stnid t11erc, two Curters [K'M,rd ... ] ctlnll again to u" 
into our camp, llnd spoke to us, pretending thut th<'y came to 1II'II11111d the toil that was 

due there, it hdng thdr pltlC{,: but our merchants soon p'-,rt:d \"t~l that they were nntin 

a right cause, wherefore they would aUow them nothing, whit:h put theN' two,into such 

a pas;ion, that they drew their swords, and wHuitl haw I&t us; bllt our fricnd J!. did nnt 

stay idle neithcr, but took their.swords away, and Itl id on with d ry hlows lit t.helll , and 

1IO.8ung t1u:m out of our cump. Aft(' r this huhhub was liver, Wl' ~lilll'( l. tlnd that the 

rather that WI' might not III.! tOil much w<'lIkellt'{l lIy our hard travelling, and so til' the 

less abll' to resist theS(' rnhlwrs, for want of stf('ngth, if they sllOuld fall upnll us, which 
we were lIot wont to do hefore night, chicfly in gn'nt deserts, for there we IlSl>(i tn get 
up prc,;cntl y after midnight, ami travel all day long with oJl s)lL,t.-'1.1 without eating, which 

I had ofk'lI experi mented Lefort': wh('rcfore I Ilst .. d to providt' lIlysdf always with bn'llIl, 
And when 1 hnd a mind to ('al it, "1 did (·ithef stay hdlind IIr J-to befon ·. for nobody eats 

openly by the way in the si~ht (If others, ('xel'pt lit' I ltl ~ it !lIind to run a hazard, hccnust· 

that m(lst of thelll aft! ,'cry hungry lllld ~ t'Ubrcr a t it, thllt they will 4Rll8,UIt one another 

for it, 11Ild tuke it nway from their Vl'rY . mollth~, After we had .refreshed '1UI"!ICIvt.'S, 
and ft,.'It our bcast~, which uscth to 1)(' dOlli' also but once 11 day, we broke up with nur l:1l. 

ravall, and went on again, \V(' quickly MIl W some mountai.ns hefore \II;, where, whell W(" 

approached them towaNls the cvening, there appeared sometimef', on a hig h onc, t hai 

before the rest lieth nearer to the plain, some of them, ~) that we might very well presunll ' 
that thel·e wall mt,T'e of them I)t'hind in runbuBCadCl, which also proved "ery true: fl, r, 

n('l sooner were we past it, but before we went up the hill, they clime out from I)('hind 

the mountain, in grt>rtt troop" on horseback, which imlJll'liiatcly drew up into order ill 

th~ fi elds. in two squadrons, three llnd thn'c in a rank, to the number of about threi' 

hundred, almost as many as we wert'. They exercised their horses, which were very 
lank, very swiftly, turned sometimes on one, and then on the other hand, and cOllie at 

length to us within a bow's shot, They had 'mOflt of them darts, which they played 
withal in their full speed, sometimes holding it downwards, at: if they would run through 



270 FROM NJSIBEEN, ACROSS THE PLAIN OF SINJAR. 

ten minutes during the niaht. ometimes, the alanIl was well
founded, and nothing but a general m ster and display of our 
force, in a state for immediate action, prevented the attacks of 
everal bodi of Koords, formed in different quarters to assail u ; 

at other times, the alarm was groundless, and aro e from the idle 
discharges of pistols and muskets within our own camp: be~ween . 

both, however, leep, or even bodily repose, was unattainable; ISO 

hat I burned with impatience to commence our dangerous march . 

.a. deer, which was pleasant but very dangerous _ ight to us. When they hewed them
. clve', so as if they would fall upon.us instantly, we drew our caravan close together, 
in order to resist them. Wherefore we stood still, and tied our beast gether, and 
bound the for feet of each ef em, that they could not stir; behind enl stood our 
mockery, [Mookeri, or camel drivers,] with their bows, and all those that were not well 
prO\'ided with arms and bor either. to shoot at the enemy, or else, in case of necessity, 
if they hClUld cOllie too n ar u , to sally out, and cut off their hor s with our scymi ars. 

ear unto us our hora;es were drawn up into a troop, ready for their Q!. ault, to vent ire 
their l'!ucces. After a whole hour'ulelay, we sent at length two of our company to 
tl)cm, and they sent also two of-theirs to lueet them to parley together; but. which way 

"they made up an agreement I know not, but they prevailed !!u much with them, that 
soon after they left. us, and rode away, and we went on in our journey. Att~r _ thj ;w 
kept our caravan, (that is so much as to say, a great many people, with loaden camels, 
asses, and hor'OCR,) in far better order than we had done before, and came that same day 
a good way to a small village, where we encamped and staid-all night."-pp. 169-171. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

}'ROM THE PLAIN OF 81 JAR, BY ROMOILA, TO MOUSUL. 

J UL Y 3d.-We quitted our ation on the plain, just as th 
moon was setting, and although w had n an additional escort of 
e y well-armed and well-mounted men, our whole party did not 
ex in number two hundred perso~ . 

. Soon ' after commenaing our night-march, goin.g in a direction 
of east-south-east, we passed . over a deep ravine, filled with large 

tic mas e, forming a vein in the earth, like the deep and 
. dill bed of a tor . The rest of our way was over desert 

ground, tough the whole tract was capable of being rendered 
highly fertile, being covered with a. good oil, nd intersected by 

veral rivulets of water. ' • 
It 8000 after the risiDg he Pleiades, or just before the 

" 



272 FROM THE PLAIN OF SINJAR, 

• 
first gleam of dawn appeared, that we formed our halt, at a spot 
calk·d Romoila, for the sake of filling our vessels wit.h water, as our 
next stage was to be a night one, through which we might not find 
any supply of this indispensable provision. This march was intended 
to be prolonged without a halt, until we should arrive on the banks 
of the Tigris, in order that we might thus pm:is over this -dangerous 
plain of Sinjar hy night, and escape the prying sight of the Y czecdis 
under the cover of darkness." 

The prayers of El Fudjer, or day-break, were performed by all 
the members of the caravan, with an unusual degree of solemnity, 
evidently betraying an extraordinary degn .. :.e of apprehension, and 
proving that lear was a more powerful incentive than devotion to 

the exercise of this duty.. Among the rest, was onc individual who 
repeatt:d aloud the call to prayer, in a fine voice, and after the 
peculiar manner of' Medina, the native city of' the l>rophet, which 
differs from the common invocation, though both of them are }Jc

culiar to the Soonnee scct. This was, by some, highly .. admired, 
by others, thought an impertinent innovation, at such a place and 
at foiuch a moment, and, hy a third I)arty, it was laughed at, ~~ highly 
ludicrou~. There was imlced just the same diversity of opinion on 
the merits of' this thshion, a.<.; there wo~ld be in a country village in 

. .. Les Y ~l'.idis !l(1Ii.t ·Ct.'ns~s dcpendre tlu )luchu. til- lfu\li'\sol, {lui leur pennel de 

v('nir ac:hcter ill' temJli'! I..·n tcmps lies provisions dans k·s ,·ilIagl's de ~m Ilcl'artcllwnt; 
mai~ ils n'cn sont pa!! moins grands V{)I~Urll, et tuujours en gucrre avec Ics Arabes de la 

M CHopotllOlic: il!l unt pour unne!l, Ie fusi! A m~che. III fronde et lu pique. Let! caravan('a 

tIOufl'rent hcaucoup de leurs brignntiuges; cepenllant clles lie sont janlai!; dt'!pouiU~es 
complCtcm~lIt par eel> humiits, <lui Ollt coutUIllt' de lei> uttl1qucr U run des 1>oUt3, et n 'cm
portent 'Iuo~ cc <!IIi Ix·ut sc·rvir it lcur nourritun·, 011 it leur hl1hillemcnt. J e fcrai T('

IDarqucr ici l1ue 1(·., pachas dc Dll!.rdad ont eS!lllYt'! ~ differcntes cJXlI.Iues dc rcduire les 
Y czidi s, ell Ies attatlll!l.nt av('C des· forcell consid~rnbk'!l; mms jIll n'DJlt jamaili pu ('n 

venic il bHut. Ali-paella,. (lui a wnte depuis pell III meme enterprise, n'y a pas etc plus 

heurcux <tlle I\CS prcd':cellSCurs: un sait que son expedition oontre cctte race d'hoinmcs 

agretites et cndurcis par les travaux, n'a. abollti qu';\ detruire trois ou quatre de leun 
villages, et it IUl.ISI!8.crcr 011 emmener en. esclavuge quelques mis(l;rables f:unilll's, dont la 
convenion lorcee a l'islartJ8me ne Ie dedornmugera certainement pat de ses fatiguc& et 

tic e;es dt!penses. "-Description du Pachalik de Bagdad, p' 98, 99. 
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England, on the introduction of any new mode of singing the 
psalms, or chaunting the Litany of the Church Service. 

A. the Hadjee's tent was now crowded with the .hon;emen who 
fonned our ~ort, and who, from their numbers and. consequence, 
were here the lords paramount, every one of his usual guests .was 
obliged to erect for himself some temporary shelter from the search
ing rays of the noon-day sun, There wasJlot a breath of air stirring: 
the thermometer, under the shade of a double cloak spread over
head, stood at 118", an hour before DOOn, and at two o:Clock was 
12&" while the parched state of the country, the dead calm •. <\IQd the 
glare re/lc>cted from the desert plain, made our situliion . mOre 
oppressive to the feelings than any description can convey an 
accurate idea of. At the same moment, while thus fainting under 
80 exhausting an atmosphere, we had ill view before us, (c, the 
north-east, the lofty mountains of Koordistan, covered with snow, 

. the very contrast of whlch served to increase our desire. after a 
colder regionj and to render us 'more impatient wu'er our suffering 
in the present. 

O"r· course through the preceding night had been from one .to 
two points southward of east, and the extent of our journey not 
more than ten miles, in funr hours of march, from the last stage of 
our encampment at Chebel Aga, to the place of our present.haIt, at 

Romoila, . It was at aUout an equal distance. from both of these, or 
near the ccntre .. f our route, that. we passed a stream called Dama 
KlUlpy, The town of .leIleereh was spoken of as being.about the same 
dl!ltaJ\re from .bence, in a direction of north.north"Cast, as ·Nisibeen 
is in'i3\directiol! of west-north.w.est. In describing-its size, wheu.in 
the hei.ghtof its .splendour, the people of the country say, that 
it had .three hnndred and·sixty ... ix mosqnes, or as 1W1IlY as tllere are 
days illtbtl year, which i. not, however, to be taken liter.illy. meaning 
,nerCly 8R ,in!lefiliitely great number.. The buildings.in tbistown, , 
like ~. of Diarbekr, are all .constructed ·of black baSalt, which 

. . 
gives it .thesame dark appearance, and has o~ed fur it among 
the Turks tbe same, characteristic appellation of Kara, or black, J t 

2N 
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is said to be, even in it>; present ruined state, as large as Orfah:· but 
all acknowledge that it is not 80 agreeable, Or so well-built a city. 
The supplies of gall-nuts, which arc brought to it from the moun
tains of Koordistan, and exportM from thence to Aleppo, are the 
chief source of wealth and occupation to the inhabitantS, who are 
principally Koords, with a small proportion of Arabo and Turk •. 

This town does not boast a very high antiquity. Its name is 
purely Arabic, signifying an island : and though now applied par
ticularly to the town, was anciently the general name of aU Meso
potamia, or the whole spaee hetween the Tigris and Euphrates· 
Benjamin of Tudela describes the Jezeereh of the present day, 
under the name of "Gezir ben Ghamar," which he places at" two 
days' journey from Netsibin." He says, it was " surrounded by the 
Tigris;" from which feature it probably derived its "arne; "and was 
seated at the foot of Mount Taurus," as he calls the mountains of 
Koordistan, " at the distance of four miles from the spot where the 
Ark of Noah reposed." This town was then the metropolis of all 
Mesopotamia, and contained, ac .. .ording to the Rabbi's report, about 
four thousand Jews. The population is greatly lessened since then, 
and the town declined in consequence; hut the local features, both of 
the site of the city, and the place of the mountain, on which the Ark 
of Noah is believed to have rested, still remain unchanged. 

Having filled our water from. the small stream at Il.omoila, and 
made such other arrangements as were deemed necessary for our 
next long march, we began, after the public prayers of noon, in which 
all joined, to load our camels, and quitted our encampment · at one 
o'clock. We now went to the 8Outh-east, over the .plain, oh.erving 
nothing peculiar in the way, except three small eminences, which 
we passed at equal intervals between noon and sun-set, the hills 
being called respectively Tal Frant, Tal Howa, and Tal Mooo, each 
.erving as landmarks for our course, and eleVated points of 0b
servation, like many otltP. ... of ... imil ... ·1.:ind. _ttered over the r
of these desert wasteS. 

, Bibliotbeque Orientale, vol. jj, p~ - 'l11; · 
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No halt was made at evening, but we cOntinued our march 
through the night, having, in the former part of it, a hright moon· 
to light our path. It was on the afternoon of this day that we had 
fi",t noticed the Seraub, or Mirage of the Desert; and it was. on 
this same night that we experienced the first fall of dew since our 
entering Meoopotamia. 

It was near midnight when we reached a marshy grllund, in 
which a clear stream was flowing along, through beds of tall and 
thick rnshes, but so hidden by these, that tllC noise of it. flow was 
heard long before the stream itself could be seen. From the length 
of the march, and the exhausting heat of the atmosphere, even at 
night, the horses were ex~-eedingly thirsty. Their impatient rest
lessness, evineed by their tramping, neighing, and eager impatience 
to rush all to one particular point, gave us, indeed, the first· indi
cations of our ~I'proach to water, which was pen'eptible to their 
stronger scent long before it was even heard by us. On reaching 
the brink of this . stream, for which purpose we had been forcibly 
turned aside, by the ungovernable fury of the animals, to the south
ward of our route, the banks were found to be so high above the 
surface of the water, that . the horses could not reach it to drink. 
Some, more impatient than the r""t, plunged themselves and their 
riders at once into the current, and, after being led swimming to a 
less elevated part of the bank, ove~ which they could mount, were 
extricated with considerable ditliculty; while two of the horse •. of 
the caravan, who were more heavily laden than the others, by car
rying the baggage as well as the persons of their riders, were 
drowned. The stream was narrow, but deep, and had a soft muddy 
bottom, in which another of the horses became so fastly stuck, that 
he Was suffocated in a few minutes. The camels marched patiently 
along the edge of the bank, as well as those persons of the caravan 
who w,ereprovided with skins .and other vessels containipg small 
supp~ of .. water; but the horses could not, by all the power of 
their riders, he kept front the ,stream; any I)lor~ than the crowd of 
thllsty ~ who. many of them baWl( no small vessels to dip 


