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up the water I'mni the brook, IQUowed the example of the impa
tienthorses, and plunged ·at once inlo the current. . For myself, I 
e:q>erienced' more difficulty than I can well de8cribe; in keeping my 
own horse 'from breaking down the loose eliri,h of the bank on which 
he 'stood, and plunging in with the others; it being liS JUlICh as all 
my strength of arm could accomplish to keep him back from the 
brink, while he tramped, and snorted, and neighed, and reared him
""If erect on his hinder legs, to express the intensity of his sulfering 
from thirst. An Indian fakir, who "'as of the Hadjee'. party, being 
near me at this moment of my difficulty, and when I was delibel'l!ting 
iii my mind whether I should not risk less in throwing myself off 
my horse and letting him follow the bent of his desires, as" be!!'ln 
to despair of mastering- him much longer, took from me my tin 
drinkiHg-<:up. which was If ·_d of circular and shallow bason, C8j1!lblc 
of holding mily about a pilit ·; · this having two sin all boles i!l the 
sides for the purpose of'slinging it .. over the shoulder on t.he 
march, longer pieces of cord were fastened to the short QIles before 
Ifffixed to it, and IlllVing now dismounted, by letti!lg go the. bridle, 
and sliding back over the baWlch ... of the horse while he was in one 
of his erect positions from 'rearing, we . succeeded in coaxing him 
into a momentary tranquillity by the caresses and tender expressions 
which all Arab horses understand 80 well; and with this shallow 
hasan, thus slung in cords, we drew up from the stream as much as 
the vessel would hold, and in as quick 8ucce!l8ion as practicable . . But 
even when full, the cup would IoanIly contaiu sufficient to moisten 
the horse's mouth; and as, at some times, it came liP ouly .. ha\f full, 
and 'at others was entirely emptied by the impatience of ~, horse 
Knocking it out of the giver'. hand, we let it downllJld .drew"it up, 
I atu certain, more than a hundred times, till our a.ms w:er~ tired : 
and even then we had butharely satisDed our ~,tbir~and <1,<;>00 

iWtll.ing .. compamtively, to·allay ·that ofthe·poor ~'w~ suf
fering;;, in common with , nearly all the oth.,... of ~·""'""V8!l, ",~re 

really painful to witness. Tliis scene, which, 8JIlidst the obiI!:urity 
of the night, the cries of. the animals; the ,shoutitljlUlnd q~i!m 
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af the people, and ·the indistind; and perhaps exaggerated appre
hensions of danger, from a totally unexpected cause, had 8/lsumed 
an almost awful character, lasted for upwards of an hour: and 80 

intense was the first impulse of sdl:.preseTVation, to allay the bU",.,,
ing rage of th;;"t, that, during all this time, the Y ezeedis were 
entirely forgotten, and as absent from our thoughts as if they had 
never once-been even heard of 

, JULY 6th.-Order being at length restored, after a detention of 
nearly two hours since our first reaching the stream. we again set 
out frolU henet; and proceeded in a direction of south-cast over a 
desert and uncultivated plain until sun-rise, when we reached ano
ther strea.m of dear water, running, like the one last described, in a 
deep bed lin~'(l with tall rushes, and, like that water aI.o, oC a bitter 
rnineml taste. TIlls, however,was "",,,,,eleome a refreshment, that, 
as the daylight enabled \lJl to lind parl. of the slream accessible to 
all, we halted here for an hour; some to drink and smoke their 
morning pi~'8, others to perform their ablutions and their prayers, 
and myself to bathe rompletely from head to foot in the stream, 
and to refresh my poor horse, for whom my sympathies had been 
atrongly excited, and my aflections strengthened, by our joint par
ticipations in a common suffering and common danger. 

As we had now passed the plain and mountain of Sinjar, and 
"'ere supposed to be beyond all danger from that quarter, our look
outs were called io, many lire-arms were discharged in triumph, and 
every one 8ee!ped to feel at liberty to follow the bent of his own 
inclinations. Accordingly, those who were the best mounted of the 
.mravan pushed on, leaving the camels and other Jaden anima.ls to 
follow after us. ' 

, We .... eot from hence over a succession of small hills, the basis . . 
<ill' wt.ich _med to be a white and c100ded marble,- and about noon 

. " 
we ".,.,bed the Tigris. Here we halted, at the tent of a sheikh, 

" " f D'O~vitT e:alls the materials of these hiU~ ~ gypIIC gr.s, et tr((O.hcan gypsc blanc, 
. -.eJablabh!:" d'~ ''aiarbre. ~-Ybl. iv. P. !6i. . Niebuhr, however', call6it marble. 
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whose tribe formed a small en('Jlmpment on its bankS, near to ',a' 
poor village, and just above the ruins which they call Bski Mousul, 
or Old Mousul. The sheikh himself, who was of a mixed descent, 
between the Koord and Arab mce, was like an Indian in leature and 
complexion, and there was an effeminacy about his dress, in his mus
lin robes, gold ear-rings, and feathered fan., which considerabl.v 
strengthened the resemblance, The, other individuals of the tribe, 
over which he presided, had, however, nothing of this appearance : 
though all of them were much darker than any people I had seen 
since leaving the valley of the Jordan.· 

The stream of the Tigris was here narrower than any part of the 
Thames from the Norc to London, and its current, which was 
disturbed and muddy, did lIot flow at a greater rate than three 
miles per hour, though the Tigris has been celebrak..! for the rapi~ 
dity -of its current, and is even said to have had its , Greek name 
from an arrow, to express its SpeL>d.t 

Exhausted as we all were after our long night's marchl'many of 
onr party fell asleep before the meal of hospitality was set before 
them; and even those who staid awake to part.ake of it, did 80 with 
a languor and drowsiness which shewed they needed rest more' 
than food. When the meal was linished, the Tartars, or Turkish 
messengers, prepared to mount and continue their joutney alone, or 
unconnected with othe..., as the great danger apprehended f.om the 

• The first apprnneh to th(' Tigris is thut> dC!>Cribcil hy OU('r, who appt'llr.! to have 

come upon its hankfl nearly on the same llpot with oul'8t.·lves; this being the ordinarY' 

route of the CllrKvanll :_U Nmlll campamcs c.e jour 10 d 'Avril, !lur les bord",. du Tigre, 
a une petite dUltance d'Eski Masul. C'(>lit a dire, Ie vieux MOiiul. que Ie •. genII du. pays 

appellent Nine,·i. La viI(' ric cc lIeun', dont I'eau cst excell~ntc, DOU8 fit oublier leI> 

desagrcmcns du dit.ert 'Jue nons venions de passer, et nous ne fumea sensible qu'au 

plaisir de !\Oulager'~ !\Oif. Ll"S ~riCIl~ux appellt>~t Ie ~~gre Didgelc ~ il prend Ii8. 

lIOurre AU Nord de :r>ra~kr. auprell d un vleux fort rwnt,ou il 80rt d'uDe ca'\'enw avec 

un grand bruit ~ dans &on cour!! jUlM"lu'A Diarbekr it cat augruent.¢ ~ p1uaieurll rivrerell .... 
-Otte; tome i. p. 126 . 
. + See the Note fmm Dr. Vincent'~ "Commt'l"(!c of the Ancients,'" on the Euph~tc. 

and Tigriff,. at p. 29. .JOJlephU8 at.o Wly", in emunerati~ the rivera of Paradise, " ,By 
Tib>ris or Diglath ill signified, what ;",swUt, with narro."~ ~~tu. Juq. b. i. c.l. "'£'f 
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Yeaeedis Was now past; but the caravan made its halt on ·the banks 
of ·the Tigris, and the chief camel-<lriveJ'8 intended not to resume· 
their march until to-morrow. As it was of importance to me to ac
company these Tartars, that I might secure my journey with them 
from Mousul to Bagdad, I took leave of the Hadjee Abd-el-Rakh
min, and his . nephew, Hadjee Abd-e1-Ateef; and although I was 
now so sore in every limb as to feel nearly dislocated, and my poor 
horse was jaded and weary almost to deatb, I mounted with the 
Tartars, who had here procured for themselves fresh horses from 
the sheikh, and making a great effort to accomplish my purpose, we 
gaIIopped off from the camp together. 

After passing over some hilly land, and seeing a few small vil
lages in the way, we cut off an angle made by a bend of the Tigris, 
to the eastward, and, in an hour after setting out, carne again on its 
banks. We were here. regaled with the most delightful odours, 
which filled the air, and were produced by some wild aromatic 
plants among the heath or brushwood that bordered the stream .• 
We noticed in our way the remains of a large Roman arch, appa
rently the portion of an ancient building; but travelling express 
with Turkiah couriers admits of no minute observations being 
made. 

In going along the western bank of the Tigris, we passed over 
hilly land, and often travelled on the sides and at the foot of these 
hills, keeping still close by the stream, and directing our course 
nearly south. It was here that we passed some inconsiderable 
ruins, like those of a common town, but possessing no vestiges of 
former consequence. This was cilled Eski Mousul, or Old Mousul; 
lUId according to the report of my companionS, borrowed from the 
traditions of the country, was said to he the sitwf the ancient 
Nineveh., This, however, was evidently erroneous~ Is Nineveh was 
011 the eastern bank of the Tigris, and had no part of it on the 
west ~ while, here, all the ruins that are seen are all on the hilly , 

• -see tiJe'Note from Xenopbon, who, in the Anabasis, ·remarked. this peculiarity 
. ot-<he liootka And bru .... wood Of Meaopocomia iD hi. day.-p. HI. 
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ground of the western bank, and the .... tern one pre8ellf8 nothing 
but fiat eultivated land, covered with Koord villages; besides 
which; the few ruins that exist, even on this side,· are evidently 
of a very modem date.-

R WIlS on the west of the Tigris that we ascended over hills, 
leaving the bank. of the river far on our left: in doing which we 
passed two or three small villages, each formed of about a dozen 
sheds of loose stones th~hed over with mud, and having an appear
ance of hJTest poverty. We continued now to leave the .river still 
farther OIl our left, to the eastward, o:ver hilly and uneven land, yet 
constantly descending towards a lower level.. We passed several 
small villages in the way, of which I "ould learn nothing but that 
they were inhahited by Koords: and just before sun-set we r"""bed 
the large village of Hamadan, where we halted to .up, and to take 
an hour's repose. 

The habitations of the people w""" here ",]ually as mean as 
those of the villages through which we had· passed belbre. The 
occupiers of these last resembk>d very strongly the Afiican Arabs, or 
Moors, and ·al"o th .. mix~..t· race of Egypt, in tJlCir physiognomy, 
compl""ion, and drL .... The reception given by those villagers to my 

• The following are . the ob&ervalionK .made by Otter on thil ' liu,ject:~-'f On DC 

voit i Esk.i_Mosul, que des. tas de picrres, ct dan~ la plaine, iI quel!plC .distAncc dee 
ruim-s, line arc <lui paroit avoir ~t 6 Ie fronti llpicc d'uR Temple 011 d'~m graud palaid. 
u s gens du pays dillCnt (I'J(~ Nillc\'eh B.l'oit sOi xante mill t;" de 'circonfcrenct', ct cJ. li·eUe 
lut hiti~ ran 1073 apres Ie d~ll1ge, par' Nitrus til!! de BIlI Ol'1~ (Belus.) n~ mdntrcnl'danl 
tIOD voiainage It··lieu (lQ'habitoit Ie Prophete Jom .. , en l'honnctU' .de qui ila oot bati· une 
chA}A'lle, qu'ila viliitcnt IlR'C d~votion. Ebul-lo'eda dit (Iue 'Nineveh ctoit du c6t~ 
oriental du 'l'ig!"e .. ~ r()ppo.~ite de Musul, ct it enwnd par M06ul, cellI' qui cxiste au
jourd'hui. 11 faut 'Ju'il tIOit trompe, ou {1~le· It.'S h'nbitans dit paY8 sbi~t "d.iU:a,' une grande 
erreur ! ' Car ' ceux-ot. placent NineVeh /lur l'a live occidP.Dtale · dt. Tigre, t 'reodrbit queue. 
~ppellent-:E8ki" Mosul, ainsi quand mi-me on vnudroit ~lier leI~ deux api~. eD 

'IIIJPOMOt que Nineveh ~tojt batie 8\U' let deux borda du Tigre, ~ ~ '."aneeroi.~" '" 
pUllqu' ~ki ~~O!IuJ est a tiept au llwt lieuetl plu8 haul, (..'J) remontaot Ie t:igrc: ,Une 
ehm.e paroil favori!;('r Ie M'ntiment d'FA.lUJ-Froa; e'eRt qu'jJ y a; i\ l'e,t"d,tdVJoiUl;"Un, 
I..>ndrdit appeHe Telli~Toubi.-, c'cst 1 dire, la coDine de la penitence, oU..1'OIf dit .~ lea 
Nincvitet fircnt peniteme, pour d4c.wrner la oolere de DicQ. "~ter.;t. i. pp.-~" 
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Tartar companions was like that of the most ul~iect slaves to a power
ful master. and the manner in which ,these yellow-crowned couriers 
of the Suhlimt~ Porte treated their entertainers in rt'tnrn, was quite 
as much in the spirit of the despotic Sultan whom they serveu. 

JULY 5th.-After a hearty ml~al, and an hour or two of sleep, 
the Tartars mounted fresh horses here, anti] relllountt.'ll my own, 
whose spirit and energies had held out beyond all our expectation., 
and made his value greater and greater in my eyes; when we set 
out together after midnight from. Hamadan, just as the moon was 
setting. Our cour"" was directed /.,'encrally to the .outh .... st, as it had 
constantly been since leaving the banks of the river on the pret..-eding 
day, the stream it.";Clf gt,ing more easterly as it <l}Jproachcs Mousul. 
Throughout the whole of the night we rode over hilly groUl,d. and 
~till constantly descend~'fl toward'S a lower level, without passing 
any villages in our way. 

It was just as the dawll opened that we reached the gates of 
MOllSU), having scarcely seen it at the distanee of a hundred yards 
un our approach. As" I had pidurl~1 to my..,lf something of mag
nificence in the first external appearance of Mousul, from re
membering the report of some t.ravpllcrs to that effcet,* I was 
disappointed in finding nothing, in the first prospect of the city. 
that could deserve admiration, although we had reached it through 
" succession of miserable villages and barren plains. by the contr""t 
of which its beauties would have b''en much increased. 

On entering the town. the interior seemed '''Iually devoid of 
interest; and on the whole it struck me as being the worst-built, 
aad altogether- the Ie-ast interesting city. especially considering its 
large size. that I had yet seen in the East. .~ 

1;he Tartars proceeded to the palace of the Pasha, attached to 
which'is the station of the couriers; and I repaired to the house 
oCthe chief Christian merchant here. who was also one of the 

CampbeU, in his Journey'OYel' land to India; and others. 
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secretaries to the Government. Having brought with me a letter 
from the Syrian l>atriarch of Mardin, I found a welcome reception, 
and was furnished \\;th a room for my acc01nmodation. 

AS:ID<Hl as the ceremony of receiving the visits of the family was 
over, and r had partaken of the breakfast which was set before mc, 
a servant was sent to a(~(!ompany me wherever I wished through the 
town, and we repaired together to the hath, the most agreeahle'of 
all modes of refrt'shrnen~ after excessive fatigue. 

On leaving the bath, I found attl'ndan~ in waiting ready to 
conduct me to the Pasha, who had already heard, throu~h his 
sCl'Tctary, that an English tldycllcr had arrived here, and had sent 
his guards to conduct me to his divan. l followed them to the 
palace, whiC'h was dose by, and wa~ imnlt'diately u~h(.~red into the 
Pasha'. presence. I found him to he a particularly handsome man, of 
about thirty years of age, habit",.) in all the splendour of the Turkish 
costume, and surrounded by all the pomp and state of which their 
manners arc eapahle. He sat alone, on a rich sofa, in a ('(;rner of the 
room, ncar to an open window, which eommanded an agreeoble 
prospect. Around the rcst of the han stood upwards of fifty Geor
gian and Circa&o;ian slavt'i-i, forming hi~ body-guard of' Mamlouks, 
most of them extremely handsome, and aU of them young and 
superbly drt.·sscd, awaiting. in th(~ most profound silcnt'C,. and in re-
spectful attitudes, the mmmands of their lord. -. 

My reception was at once polite, b1J"acious, and even kind. This 
young man, whose name was Hamed, was a descendant. of a Turkish 
house, in whose family the Pashalie of MouRul had remained for 
many generations; and his characwr, a(~cording to the report of 
th""" over whum he ruled, and his manners, sueh as I myself beheld 
them, bespoke in the strongest manner the feelings and notio,," of 
a kind-hearted and benevolent man. In our conversation on the 
state of aff.irs in Europe, he displayc,.) much more intelligence 
regarding that quarter of the world than I had been accustomed ·io 
witness in similar nersonages; and in making my inquiries m him 
regarding the countries eastward of us, to which my views were 
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directed, I found him ""pable of giving me much valuable infor
mation. 

Our interview closed hy his offering m(~ his protection and 
assistance, in any thing that I might wish to undertake. When I 
spoke of my proccc'tling to Bal,'tlad, he advised my going with the 
couriers by laud, if expedition was my object; but on ralls, by the 
Tigri~ if comfort wali my!Stuuy. In eith(>r (;asc, he again assured 
me of his readiness to forward my views; :.md det;iring only to know 
my wishes, pledged himself for their prompt. execution. 

1 confeSs, that a fear of the cxp(~nses ill necessary prcsent"i to the 
inferior agt'nts, was the only Jlwtiyc which inducL.ad me to declint: 
the aid so promptly and apparently so cordially offered; but this I 
knew would be hrt"cater than that of continuing my journey with the 
Tartars from Diarhekr, and the state of my finances at the present 
moment, after the tiee~ings whidl we had all undergone in our 
passage through Mcsopotamia, was such as to make this considera
tion paramount. 

When ]" took It>ave of the Pa~ha, which we all did, retirin~ 

backward, with our faccs still towards him, which is the etiq!lctte 
of the country. bcihrc great men, two of his cawasses, or si lvcr-stir.k 
bearers, were orocrt·d to attend tile in my excursions through the 
town; amI, under their guidallce, I devoted the remaining portion 
of the day; to that purpose, in the (~ourse of which, as WI~ were all 
mounted on fine horses of the Pasha"s own stud, we went over every 
part of it that was deemed worthy of a visit.· 

• Although IlIJUlncr!' do not change lnueh in the F.ast. the )k'riiOnal chara(:ters of 
individuals who h"Pllen to be in power mllll' great alterations in tlle nllxi(>s of J"('ccptiull, 

and · thE: nature of tht' tTo.'atUlC"nt experienced hy travt'liers. at dittcnmt periods (If ,·j..,itillA" 

the same places. Th(, folillwing is the account of Rauwolft·,s visit to and f(.-"C<'ptioll hy 
a.Turk.iIi.'1 Pl\II.ha, two hundred aud fifty years Kgo:-" When we cume into the room 
of t.l"tf Ba.tlbaw, which was but very ordinary, yet spread with delicatt' hlJX'strv. and 
well &clon.ed, and appearcd with accustomed reverences, he a'lked us, sitting in his 

costly ·yellow.;.colourcd long gown, by Olle of hir servants, in French, which he Ifi(l not 
underltand very wen, from what plooell we came, what merabandizt>8 we had brou~ht 
with. UI, and whither we intendl.>d to go. Mter we had punctually anlSwerl.oU him to 
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~ our return, in the evening, I was conducted by the ~lV8f!Ises 
to my own lodgings, where a large party of the different sects of 
Chri tian residing h bled to greet me with w~lcoDl . 
Th re chid ercanti1e and Of t had travelled 
over a 1 portion of the Tur' mpire. They e enerally, 
as I thought, much mo liberal. in their entunen d more for-
bearing to other, than t Christians of t usually 

....a,..."., though of many t sec-
Vel~DlereI!18 a happy and an harmoniou one. even-

b the copious draughts of ardent irits, 
no Chri tian meeting in th countri ould be 

orthodo one; and before midnight many mea-
ured th' ngt floor where tb y 1, and few abi 

to find.their ay t ir own dwell' 

each question, yet he was not timed, but bid u to withdraw, and stay until we 
heard hi answer. We under tood hi meaning very well, that it was.only to screw 
a present out of 'us, yet we would not under tand it but shewed him our pas sub
scribed both by the Bashaw and the Cadi of Aleppo, to try whether that would give 
him tent. 0 he took it and read it over, and looked very diligently upon their 
sealK, tht!Y use to al, after they had dipped it fir t into ink, so that all but th 
letter i black. When he found them right, and did not know any more to say to us, 
he let us go; then we made him his reverence again, and 80 we went backward out of 

his lodgings, for if you tum your back to anyone, although it be a far meaner penon, 
y take it as a great incivility, rudeness, and dillJ>8ragement."-p. 1M . 

• 



CHAPTER V. 

DESCRIPTIO • OF MOUSUL. 

JULY 6th.-The depart~e of the Tartars for Bagdad being 
fixed for to-morrow, I had another day of leisure to complete my 
examination of the town, and having directed the Pasha's cawasses 
to attend me early in the morning with three fresh horses, we 
mounted together at daylight, and resumed our ta k. In the 
WliLr&e of our way, protected as I was by th officers on each ide, 
,...,...- mark of civility and respect was shewn to me wherever I 

all my inquiri were very readily answered. 
bout noon wh n w returned from this econd excursion 

_~~_"~ ..... 1·1.11.11.· g of the refresbmen~ prepared for our party, the 
plllJr4! .IIIIQIJDel of th m . to . I, therefore, profited 

.N_nent and Ie· ure hich their witlidrawal aWorded m 
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to embody suen observatiOJls as I had lx..~n able to collect regM"din~ 
Mowu), as well from injbnnation previously (.'Ollccu,'tl, as from my 
own personal observation, aml till"' eOlHmunicntions of' rCHiucnts on 

the spot. 
This city is seaoc"ll on the WL't!itcrn bank of the Tigris, and in a 

low amI flnt rountry, extl~ndin~ for sc\'cral miles around it. The 
plan of it, as given by Mr; Niebuhr. appcarL.u to me to he in general 
3t'curate, though Illy own observations ('nahk-d me only to judge of 
the fidelity of the outline, "ithout ~in~ qualified to pronounce on 
its details. On entering the town fi'om the north-west, there 
ure appearances of· its having been OIWC surrounded by a ditch, 
which is now filled up. The wall itself i~ in a ruinous state, and 
would certainly offer but il slight obstacle to a besieging army 
provid~ with artiUcry, though it is here considered a sufficient 
barrier to keep out all the encmiL-"S that arc ever likely to appear 
before it. 

The general aspect of the town it' 111C'm and uninterCb1:ing: the 
streets are narrow and unpav(.,'(l, the line:.; of their din...-ction il'1"f'

gular, and, with one Cxcl'ption only, there are neither fine hazAn;, 
mosq'ues, or palaces, stu:h as. one might expc(·t in a city of' this Sil..e, 
to relieve occ<L'\ioually the dttll samcnl.'Ss of tlu.~ common huildings. 
The houses are mostly constructed of slllall unhewu stones, cemented 
by mortar and plastered over with mutl, though some are built of 
burnt and unlmrnt hricks. One of their most strikinp; 1)(.."Culiarities 
is, that they arc huilt on the inclim .. >d slope, common to ancient 
Egyptian temples, and that the angles pl'L",cntcd toward. the streets 
arc almost always rounu<...u off~ as is seen in the improved openings 
at the comerd of narrow strL'Cts in London. From the great scar
Lity and consequent high price of timber, very little of this material 
is w;ed in their building.; so that most of them, instead of beams, 
have vaulted ceiling>< with rooms above, and vaulted roofs to sup
port their /lat terraces. Moot of the entranCe-doors also, which 
are. ~ many caNt'" the only apertures presented to the street, a8 the. 
windows open on ,quare courts within, are crowned by an uch cut 
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out oi<a .bloc,k of veined marble from the neighbourmg rulls. The 
form of the arch is, in some cases, the high pointed Gothic, ill others 
the flatter Norman, but in very few indeed is the proportion of the 
Saracen arch seen, the two others being more in fashion. I n some 
cases, these blocks of marble arc ornamented with sculptured desi~'1ls 
of flowers, but they are always very clumsily done. Among the 
devices which I obRcrved on the architraves of' these door-ways, wa. .... 
a frc'luently repeated one of' a pillar with something like rams' 
horns on the top, and another o~ two triangles interlar,ed with a star 
in the middle, like one of' the emblems worn by frecmasons in Europe. 
Some of th" poorer houses, occupied by the weavers of cotton cloth, 
are half subterranean, and the lower part being the (~oolest in the 
day-time, it is uSt..->d for their looms, while tlwy sleep on their ter
races at night. Many of these terraces arc walled around, to ~ecludc 
those who may resort the:rc from general view; and some of them 
ban' windows formt.'ti of hollow l'arthen pots, and loop-holes for 
musketry in the walls, as if to provide for defence. 

The bazars, though not so fine as those of Cairo, with one ex
ception only, are numerous, and well supplied, from the adjo~ing 
(..'Ountry of Koordistan, with an abundance of all the necessaries of' 
life; but these plac"s of public resort are as frequently open as 
roofed over, are generally dirty, and not remarkable for the sym
metry and order which is commonly seen in this department of 
East.ern towns. There is only one hazar, where the richeot mt:r-: 
ehandize is sold, that is much better in its structure and design ; 
and this is at all times well filled with a great variety of the richest 
commodities, thc produce of Europe and of India. 

The coffee-houses are numerous, and in general very 1arge j 

some of them, indeed, occupy the whole length of an avenue, ex
tending for a hundred yards, with henches on each side of the pas
sage, which is shaded by a roof of matting above. 

Th~ baths are estimated to he about thirty ill numher; but 
altb..,uga 1 was conducted to sollie ofothe principal ones, I saw none 
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that ('ould be compart~d to those of Cairo, Damascus, or Aleppo, 
either in appcariUt<x.' or eomfort.. The mode of bathing seemed to 
be e.'<Jlctly the 'anle. hut the detaib were not so cardidly attended 
to, either by the mash.'r or the servants of the hath, a~' in those of 
the large (·hie::: of l~~ypt and Syria. 

Tht.' 1ll0S<jUL'S are computL:'u to amount to fifty in number, thirty 
of whieh are sllli.lli allfJ. ordinary, and twenty large. The principal 
oue of these ha."i a minaret, e<lual in size to any that I remember to 
have seen. It is built of hrick: am.! l)Cin~ of a cireular fonn above, 
with a square llase below, it rises like tht> shaft of an enormous 
eolumn from its pedestal. The whole orit" exterior is (!overeu. with 8 

fillley-work of Arabesque, wrou~ht by the projecting: and rccl~ding of 
the bri('ks in the masonry itself: which produces a great richness of 
effect .. The mosque, from whi('h this minaret rises, was originally 
large amI hamlsonl<', hut it is now completely in ruin!S. The tradi
tions of' the plaee assign a very high antiquit.y to the lower part of 
the building, makin~ it anterior to l\-Iohammed; but it" 'secm~ cer
tain that the minaret, which is by fill" the finest in the dty, was 
erected by Nour-el-Decn, thc Sultan of Damascus. Near to this 
large mosque is a smal,ler onc, of the form of an octagonal pyramid. 
This is built of brick. ami is said to he even still more ancient than 
the other, whi<:h, from its singular form, is not improbable. There 
are othel' minarets of' brick-work, ornamented with green-varnished 
tiles in fanciful devices, and layers of different colours: but none of 
them are remarkable far their si1'" or beauty. Among the few 
domes that are seen, "OIne are guttered or ribbed, like thooie de
scrihed at Mardin; but instead of the I(utters being serpentine, they 
are straight, dcscendillg in right lines from the summit to the edge 
of the root: 

The Christian chu ... ,hes amount to iaurteen, of which there are 
five of one sed of Chalde-dns, and four of another; three of Syrians ;. 
one of Yacoubites, (as they are here called;) ·and one of Roman 
Catholics, in the followin" ordtr. 
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CIIALD£ANR, lst.-Muskinta, Shumraoon el Sufi:" Mugwergees. 
Mar Bethewn, Miriam el Athra. CHALDEA"S, 2nd.-Mar Eee,iab, 
Mar Kreeakoos, Mar Johanna, Mar Georgis. SYRIANR.-Taharat el 
Fokaney, Taharat e] Hcdjereen, Mar Toma. Y ACOUDJTEs._Mar 
Hewdaini.-Rol'lfAN CATHOLI CloI, Miriam el Athra.· 

I had an opportunity of seeing a drawing of the interior of this 
Chaldean church of the Virgin Mary, at Mousu~ which was taken 
by Mr. Rich, the British resident at Bagdad, during a visit he made 
to this city. It is esteemed as one of the earliest Christian places of 
worship now existing here, and is said to be built on the same model 
as the ruined church of St. James, at Nisibeen. The arches of the 
aisles arc of the rCb",lar "oink,,1 Saract'nic form; the smaller arch"" 
are, however, flatter, and of the Saxon shape, while the broad frieze 
around the nave is formed of the Arabic and Turkish W:opping 
ornament, like a stalactite. The smaller ornaments, though gene
rally regular in their outline, are not unifonn in their details. The 
flattened and indented arch, as seen in the mosque of lbrahim~l
Khaleel, at Orfah, is also found here, and Arabesque ornament.< are 
frequent, while ";"'und the whole of the church the inscriptions are 
in the old Syriac charnch'''; so that in this, which is thought to be 
one of the oldest buildings in this part of the country, there is such 
II mixture of styles and orders, that it darkens rather than throws 
light on the long-agitated question of whether the Gothic architec
ture originated in the East or the West. 

Of the particular differences of faith between these sects, I could 
leam nothing satisfactory. The children seemed to follow impli-

. : In the time ttf Rauwolfr, the Nestorianll seem to have been the most numerous. 
Jle ... ys, " The town MOllsel is, as abovc--.."Aid, for the greatest part inhabited by NesM 

torians, which }IN'tend to be ( ;hrlf'tianll, but in reality they are WOf"se than any other 
natiODS what8oever, for they do almost nothing else but rob on the highwayR, and fall 
upca1 <traveUeI'1I, and kill them ; therefore being that the roads chiefly to Zibin (to which 
~e.,~, ~jl'e ,days' journey, anti, for the most part, through Mody wildernesses) arc 
very dim.gerous, we staid some days longer, t"llpecting more company, that we might go 
.L- ' . 67 ' • --'-'P. 1 . 

2 p 
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citly the foototeps of their futhcrs, and no one troubled himoelf 
about the faith of his neighbour, beinl( rontent with believing that 
there was an irreconcilable difference hetween it and his own, and 
never attempting to accommod.ate or unite them. 

The population of Mousul is thought, by the pt'Ople of the 
place, to exceed a hundred thousand: but r should think, from the 
l()()Se estimate I was enabled to make. by eomparison of different 
data, that it was cven less than half that number. 

The principal portion of this i1'i l\lohamnwdan, in uoout equal 
proportions of Arabs, Turk~ and l\.oorUs. There nre also about 
thrt'" hundred Jewish families, who have a synagol(Uc for their 
worship. The Christians arc thus ('l'Otimated in relative numbers: 
of the Chaldeans of both de""'iptions, Oil(' of which dilt"", but little 
from tbe Catholi"" there arc thought. to lx, a thousand families.; of 
the Syrians, live hundred; and of the ,Iacobites, or Yakoubi, as they 
are here called, aoout three hundred.. 

'file government of Mousul is in the hand"i of a Pasha of twu 
tail." who h,L<;j a t<:rritory extending a few miles only from the town j 

but aiol he rc<~civl's hi~ investiture of office immediately from the 
Sultan, at Constantinople, he is thus independent of the l'ashas of 
Aleppo, Orfah, and Bagdad. The present l'asha, whooe name is Ha
med, is highly popular, e,tc'Crned by all da"""", and thought, even 
by those over whom he governs, to be a very indulgent IIl8!!ter. 

The military tilT(" maintained for the defence of the town and 
its neighbourhood does not exceed a thousand men, and theae are 
chiefly cavalry. There arc fre<luently half that number in attend
ance at the palace, or r""idence, of the Pasha, which i. a meauly~built 
but extensive pile, being almost as b1"'cious, including its rourts and 
oflioo;, as some small viIL1g".. The gay parade, w~h .i. 8QUletimes 
seen here, of beautiful Arabian horse ... richly caparioonedin velvet 
and gold, mounted by Turkish riders, habited in 1I0wing robes ·of 
rolourcd shalloons, with costly arms, lndial) shawl", and othez ,marks 
of pomp and wealth, offers a !ltrikinj( rontrast to·the ppverty of .~ 
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buildings in -general, and the rude and mean exterior of the imperial 
palace in particular_ 

The fortifications toward the land-Bide consist only of an enclos
ing wall, without cannon; and toward the river the L-ity is defended 
by a castle. This is a small and now ruined building, seatLod on an 
artificial island, formed by letting in the waters of the Tigris, 011 the 
banks of which it .tands, to fill a dL>ep ditch by which it is sur
rounded. [t lies near the bridge of hoat. hy which the river itself 
is crossed. The building is of' triangular form, and constructed of 
brick .. having only a few small dwellings for the soldiers who gamson 
it. Near the castle there arc seveml hrds. <-annon lying scattered 
about, dismounted and unserviceahle. On one of these r noticed two 
European coab; of arms, one of' which was a cross, occupying all the 
shield; the other was quartered. with a ("ross in the upper $inister 
and lower dexter L'Ompartment, alld in the two corresponding ones 
an arm extended, with the hand open, and a scart~ or broad band, 
filled with crosses, hanging over· the wrist. The date on it was 
1526, hut through what channel it had reached tlus place I could 
not learn. 

The trade of Mou8ul, which was onL'e so considerable, is now re
duced to a very low state. There are still some merchantR, who go 
&om hence to Aleppo, with the galls of Koordistan, and the few 
Indian commodities which reach them from Bussorah, to exchange 
in Syria for European manufactures. The Indian goods are al"" 
forwarded to Tocat, and the higher parts of Asia Minor, from 
whence copper is received in return, and sent down to Bagdad. 
The only nlanufacture now carrietl on to any extent '\\ithln the 
town is that of coarse cotton cloths, which are dyed blue, and used 
tOr the clothing of the lower classes. 

In -the people of Mousul I thought I could observe a cast of 
countenance, sufficiently peculiar to mark them as a race nearly 
1lIied-,u>; and· long settled and intermixed with each other. The 
ohapeof the face is rounder than that of either Amhs or Turks, and 
the ~ is universally b1ac', and the eyes sm~II, sharp, ami pene-
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trating, while the complexions are like those of the south of· Spsin. 
The young boys generally wear one car-ring of (,'Old, and the girls 
an ornament like a hutton, with a small turquoise stone set in 'it, 
pierced through one nostril. The mcn dress mostly after the 
Tur&dsh mode, ext.-ept that they "'co! turbans and overhanging tar~ 
boosh"", like the people of Syria, instead of the Turkish kaook; 
and fine Angora shalloon instead of doth, for benish'es. The 
women wear the blue che<:kert.'1.1 envelope common to Egypt and 
Syria, and have a stiff veil of hOrM... .... hair doth. whi('h is hlack, and 
COl'en; the whole face, 50 that th('Y look us uninteresting: as can ue 
conceived. The straw-mat fillls, like littJt' S<Juarc f{.'h~ ou handles, 
which are ust'd 011 the Aby!ol~inian amI Arahiun t'hort.'s of the Red 
Sea~ are SL"eU in the hands of all das:o.c:s; but the more gay use a 
triangular fan of f".thers, whieh has" "'!all looking-glass in the 
centre of it'S inner fllee. and is suspclltlt~1 from the arm by 11 

ribbon. 
The Arahic spoken at Mousul, difti'rs considcrabl,.: from that of 

Cairo, and ("Tn from that of AJeppo. There is a mixture of 
Turkish, Persiall, and Indian words in it; and both the manners of 
the people, and many other appearane(,~ that I noticed. already 
apprizcod me of' my "ppl'01lch toward the latter L'Ountry. 

Of the history of MOllsnl but few Imrtieulars are known. It is 
unquestionahly, however, a place of some anti(Juity, and ha.~ once 
enjoyed a l1Iueh higher dc!,'I'c'C of splendour than it at present pot!

_. It is thought, by Gibbon, to have b,.,.,n tbe western Ruburb 
of Ninus, the city which suCC<...,.Jed Nineveh; and the erudition and 
critical discernment of that historiall, on all points of ancient goo
graphy, are such as to make his authority almost conclusive. It was 
known, however, by it, present name of Mousul, under the Khalifs, 
and as such is mentioned in the Bibliotheque Orientale of 
D'Herbelot. 

The celebrated Rabbi, Benjamin of Tudela, who commenced his 
travels in the East. in the yellr 1173 of the Christian "'1'0 vis!~ 
this place in his way to India. He calls it "~tsul," and. plpait 
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at two day.' distance from the town of Gezireh, and, like it, on the 
western bank of the Ti,,'fis. He says, that it was anciently called 
"the Great Assar," wbich was no doubt the tradition prevalent 
among the people there.· There were theil, at this place, seven 
thousand Jews, who were governed by two chiefs, one of whom Was 
Zacchec, a prince of the blood of David, the King of Israel; and the 
other wa."i" Joseph the astrologer, who, like hil'l ancestor Daniel, was 
counsellor to the king. This king was then Zain-el-Deen, the bro
ther of Nour-c)-Dt-'CII, the reigning King of'Damascus. 

MOllSul then commanded the kiuhrUoll1 of Persia, and preserved 
all its aH<'icnt grandeur. Nineveh is spoken of: by the Rabbi, as 
seated on the opposite bank of the rive .. , and then completely in 
rums. 

~lousul was ~u(fieiently strong to withstand a siege f1'\nn the 
famous Salah-"I-Dccn, (i;aL,din,) in the J~ar of the Hejira 578. This 
warrior was himself a native of tht· lleighbouring hills of Koordistan, 
being the nephew of a cdehratc,1 Koordish chief, called Assudeen
Shecr-koh, or Lion (If the Mountain, who was obliged to fly his 
country for having killed a man of high family, who had insultc'tl an 
unprotected female.i 

This city suffered again when Bagdad was taken by the Tartars 
under Jengbiz Khan, in the year of the Hejira 1;54, or A. D. 1256,+ 

A;!Iwr was the nanw IIf him whn went tlut Hf the lund of Shinar, I~;: I I built 
Sincvch, Ilnd Hehoboth, and Calah. and Rcst·n.-Gcne~iR, c. x. \'.' 1. 

t "Sallah.u-dl'en, MO famous in the cruAAtles, Wll.~ nephew of a Koord chief, called 
A.8sudetll SIII*rkuh, or, Lion of the Mouutain, Whft \l'IIS obliged to fly his country, for 
having killet.l;.L man of high family. whn hUll insulted an unprou.>eteti female. His 
uncle and his hrotilers, who accompaniL'(1 him, found rcf .... ge Ilt the court of N'our-a..c:leen 

Mahmood, the ruler of Daalbeck, and WIlS afterwards sent by him in ('ommand of It 

ftirce. to aid tht' Waly. or Governor of Egypt, again:!t the Infidels of thl' West. The 
young SalIah.u-dL'Cn IlCCOmpanied his unell" and succeeded him in the office of Vizier, 

or W aiy, and~ 011 tilt' death of the chief him!IClf~ he assumed the go\'emment of Egypt, 
which" ,with aU Syria, soon rmbmitted to his command, and he thenceforward became 
t~e .• UOoe.c~ champion of religion, iu the ':t:lcbratcd Frank crusa4.es."-;lJ"a!t;Q{m'. 

HW;'rti of-Per., vol. ii. p. 300. 
, : 1~1d, P' Ifi. 
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when it is saKi. .hat between seven and eight hundred thousand 
persons were put to death, and that the stream of the Tigris woo< 
swollen with waves of blood. It was again nearly ntined by Timur, 
or Tamerlane, in his invasion of tht: country, in the yeaT of the 
Hejira 796: "" that, alrer such successive devaststions, the wonder 
is, that it still retsins so much of its former importance as it really 
does. 

The celebrated Venetian traveller, Marco Polo, passed through 
MOllsnl, and reports that, in his time, they made their precious 
stullS of gold and silk. At that period, he remarked that in the 
mountains dependent on this kingtlom were certain men, called 
Cardis, or (;urds, of whom some were Nestorian~ others Jal.'Ohins, 
and otht:!rs .M.ohammedans, who werc great robbers.- It. is from 
this tr1\veller's report, that line ,:ottons are suppos<-od to derive the 
name of muslins, from Mousul, a name which they had in common 
with gold tissue and silk, because those articles were either made or 

• 
to he purchased there.t 

The last noti(:e of MOllsul, in an historical point of view, j~ its 
having, in 1743, sustained a hombardment, during forty days, from 
the celebrated Persian conqucror, Nadir Shah, who was obliged to 
abandon the !oOiege, in onler to return into Persia to ,)ueU a rebel
lion there. Since that period it hIlS received no great shock, though 
it may he said to have hecn progn. .. sivcly, ami still continues to be, 
on the dccline.:j: 

• See Bcrgt'ron'!\ Collection of Early Voy~ !lut! Travelll, in French, printed at 
I~ l1"aglH', by Jeane Neaulmc. in 1735. +to. p. 13, U. 
, t" Tutti Ie patti d'oro e di lICta chi si chiamana MU!!IlIOulini, iii lavorano in Moxut:' 

-Maroo Pm.Io,lib. i. cap. 6, as quoted by Dr. Vincent, in hi. Periplu9 of the Ery. 
thnean Sea, vol. ii. p. ZJ3. 4to. 

! The foUowing descriptions of MOUIIUI, from two travellers, ,betwe.:n tJw age of 

Benpn-.in of Tudela, and that of Nadir Shah, may he given here: 
Le Sieur Boullaye-le-Gou'I., a gentleman of Angen, Who had travelled our tbf. 

greater pu't of the world in the ~oning 'of the aev8hteenth century, speeD·thus Of 
• Moo.nl, which he tah", f,o be the IllUDe with Nineveh. ' , 

" Elle 'est &3!ille .. trenhMtilr rtHrl'l'!" lip 1 .. I.t'hill;' "'~ 1~ htvrI du Ti," du~ eo.tl.: de 
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In the evening, the caravan which J accompanit.J trom Aleppo 
made its entry into Mousul,. and so great w"" tbe ,:onsideration 
enjoyed here by the Hadjcc Abd..,I-Rakhllllin, that a crowd of his 
friends and dependants went out beyond the walls of the city to 
greet his arrival, and to bring hilll into his own house, amid their 

roue ... t, et peut t.~tTf' comparee a PiHC. uu A Angers; il y a un beau pont de- bateaux 
pour passer du cOllte dt' la ]'crOl(!. La pluspart £1($ hll.bitans de MOU880J sont Chretiens, 

de 1& HeCte des JUh04bittls; it y 8 un llacha, In'f!C peu de millcc Ottom&ne. Cette ville 
cst renommcc par loute I' Asie pour les toill'S lcintcs ell rouge. qui nt' pcnlent jamail 
leur couleur, ct pour les nuix de gallt'S. ' jUC ron ell trallsportc en Europe, et uutn.,; 

particli lilt montie, dl~S montagne!! circonvoi .. ~im'l!;, U\'I:C qUHy )'on {U'C')mmod,' Ie Maroquin 

dll Levant. II y a &lts!;i aux environ!! de cette \·iI1c Ie long du Tign:- de tres.boll I't'gJiNst·, 
que leM Arah('!1 appdlent Rgl!l; la (cuiUe de L'eUe plante mj~ dalls 1& bouche a Ie 
1!le1me goust que les carnel!! moUes; la rucinc est cc que 1'01) IIOUS apporte ('11 Europe, 
laquelle ne "ient jamllif4 draine, II) plus gms!';t! que Ie bras, comllle j'ay oho;ervc; It'S 
llatun,ls s'ell ~'rv ent dans lcs bains, et nom; tlutTt'S pour les ptiAAnes."-"'~ages et 
OIMerl'atimut du SieuT de l.a Boulla!Jf''''/f>r-Gmlz, 4tH. Paris, 1657. 

The fuliowinA: ubi'ICn'ations of Otter apply to a period of aLx)ut eighty year!' later, 
(in 1']36,) and only li('wn years bef'OI't:' till' bomhllt<lment of Nadir Shah,. spoken of 
1n the text. 

" Musul, capitale Ilu p:lyS de Db'C1.irt\ t'sf situt:c sllr la hord occidentale du Tigre, 
dans un pays uni :\ six joumees de .I\"liafarikin, si I'on prclld Ie chemin ilu fort de 
Kifa, et a huit si ron pa8!\e par Mardin. Ebul-FL>da dit qu'cUe avait deux t'llct';ntes 
de rnurailles plus grnndes que celle~ de 1)&I1a. ... mais qu'elles ctoient en partie ruinL'Cs 
de SOD terns, de meme qutlle fort: dl(' a aujourd'hui un mllr, des fosst:!>, ct un rempart 
till elite de la rh·ierc. I.e!! kiervanscrais, k'li pa.lais, l't Ies autres L~ific>'l'l, batis de pierres 
flures, sont IlSIICZ heaux . I.'air y cst bon dan~ Ie printems, qui l*It pour ~"l pays la 
meillente sai,,;on. Le chaleur y est grande t'n Cle, Ie froid rude en hivel', et les nCvl·~ 
y regnL'flt pendant i'llutonme. I.a ville cst riche, et les habitans sont braves. lis 
patIent communcmcnt quatte langucs, ~"oir, I'A.rabc, Ie Ture.Ie l~crsan, ct 1c Kiurd. 
011 y fait un grand commerce, surtout de toiles de coton blancbes et noircs, qui s'y f .... 
briquent. 00 y "!Cnd &Wisi UL'8 marchandises des lodes qu'on apportc de Basra; et on 
tire pAl" la voie de Halcb les draps. et autres marchandises de I'Europe. "-Otkr, WIllt' 
i. pp. 136, 137 . 

. ~' V1!H-vii de l\follul, dtll'autre cow de la rivit!re, est une soUJ'Ct! de Naftc, et plus 
loin enoore a l'est i1 y a unt' autre source. appellee ~s.uJ-Naoura, de laquelle 011 tire 

uJt limon .qQi I6rt a. teindrc I'n bl,eu, comDle l'indigu. Au sud, en titant du ciltl- lie 
~. ij 8i)rt de ~ terre quqtltC df' resine dant on fait de la poix: pour enduin' les 
barq~ et lea baillS; ct " une journee de Masul du meme cOte, on trOll\·C prt:s du • 
Tigre dana Ie dHert de I'cau dat.urellement chande. 0" V a nratiQue un hassin pour .. 
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acclamations of' welcome. As we met these on our return from an 
excursion round the town, I dispensed with the further attendance 
of the Pasha's cawasses, and joine8 the party who were going to the 
Hadjee:. house. 

On our reaching thi., we were all rl'Ceived with great respect by 
the servants and slaves in waiting; hut the Hadjee and his lIephew 
were almost worshipped by them; having their knees embraced, and 
the hems of' their garments kissed by the crowds who pr"ssed around 
them as they entered the court of their dw,·lIing. 

The house itself, which was now quite new, was esteemed to be 
inferior to none in the city, excepting the rL'Sidence of' the Pasha, 
and, indeed, its interior decorations were as <..'ostly :u; those of any 
private abode that I had SCt!n in the Ea.t, excepting only those of' 
the ri~h Jews at Damascus. Thi. house had IlL'en hegun by the 
Hadjee just hefore hi. oetting out on his pilgrimage, and, during 
the two years of' his absence, it had hl'ell completed by the con
fidential slave or chief steward of his household. W1lile the host 
and his nephew retirC'd to re<.'Cive the w~lcome of the females of the 
family, all the strangers were shewn OVer the dwelling, and every 
thing was found to he in the most perfect order for the lord's re
ception. The Hadje,' am) hi. nephew soon return~'ll to us, both 
dr~'ll in garments of white, all perfectly new, and prepared during 
their absence, to clothe them on the day of their return. 

Je bain. 11 en sort tine t'ilpt:cc de ma. .. tic d'nn fort bon gout. et dont rodeut ~t agreable." 
-OUer, tome j. p. 140. 

"Environ a (leux heures dC' chemin de Kierkiouk est unl' ("oUine appeUl:ie Kiourkiour. 

Bab&; 0"1, au rapport de!' geml du pays, on trouve, ('n cJ't!usant sur le aommet .. peu de 
profondeur, unto matii!1'e Ilui s'cnftamme ;'t I'air jUSlJu'a Caire houiller I'eau: maill la 
Bamme dillparoit de! £tu'on In C(lUVI\! de terre. A IInc jK'tite dilltance de 11, versl 'occi. 
dente~ on rencontre trois !IOUrceH de Nafw, qui forment' un rui8!1e&u. Si )'on jctte daDR 

ces IIOUI'Ce8 du coton, ou deli morfC4ux de toile allumclI, on enteDd un bruit effroyable. 
11 sort d '.bord de Ia ftamme qui s'elcve fort haut. bL source reate- ap~ oo:uvert de 
fumee jusqu'J\ Ct' que I. matirre 80it entierement COIIJUmfe; alori I. feu .'~tieot. On 
trouve aUlllli tout auprtll une I!OUJ'Ce d'~ illlOrt de la',fE!lIinc qui s'koule dan •• plame. 
Si quelqu'~ par meganie pa88e deu~s, il y eM ~t erpp6tri qu\l De prOt .·in" 
retirer."--Otter. t('lffl;c i. p. 153. 
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A sum}>tuous feast wa.~ now ready to close the scene, and while 
the Hadjee Abd-eI.Rakhmiin wa~ .. eated on one carpet, surrounded 
by all the strangers who journeyed in his train, the nephew enter
tained, on another ".rpet, all those of the tow" who came to greet 
them jointly on their safe return. Even here, how(~ver, amidst all the 
parade of' wealth and hospitality, the hoary pil/p'im did not disdain 
to bargain with me in whispers Jor the purchase of my horse, as he 
understood that I should be obliged to sen it and go to Bagdad 
with post-hor:-;es in the company of the Tartars, (no single animal 
being able to kt~p up with their rapid pace;) and in this trans· 
a.ction he sufficiently verifit..-"<l the proverb, on the influence of (i 

journ{'Y to :Mecca,* by persuading me into the sale of this excellent 
anima~ for about half the pnce it would hav(' brought in the publi, 
hazar, though r \Va." in some degn. . .oe disposed to yidd to ~js. terms 
from a convidioll that the horse, to ",110m 1 had now becomt 
strongly attached, would be better treated, and more happy undel 
his care, than iu t.he hands of an entif(~ stranger . 

• Sloe this pro\'l'rh at tht· end of chap. ,·i. p. 121J. 



CHAPTER 

VI IT TO 'flU': RUI ' s OF NI EVED, AND JOURNEY FROM MOU UI. l'u 

THE RIVER I.YCU . 

• JuLy 7th.-All things being arranged for my journey with the 
Turkish Tartars, from Mousul to Bagdad, I received intimation 
from the Tartar-Aga, or chief of the e couriers, that our horse 
would be ready at nine 0' ock this morning, and tha 
sidP.ration, would any delay beyond hat hoW' be-

As I Wi u however, before the SUD, I proc 
horse and a . e from my Chri tia entert.ainer, an'.,.. .. 
visit to the ru of ineveh, which are tte 
bank of the Tigris. 

"'.lJE~IUlm· g through til 
~lf.ts. which was j . 

Ie boa were badly conatn 
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together in the most secure manner, the whole bri~ was 
motion by the least agitation of ,the water. The 
head and stem by iron chains; and were sharp at 
rate of the current in mid-channel seemed at Dft!seIIlt~ 
two miles an hour; but it was said by all, that t . 
rate at which it ran, and that it sometimes possessed times its 
present ,rapidity. The water was n here dee~r than from three 
to four fathoms, and it was of a ycllo muddy colour throughout; 
though it soon became cl r by being suffered to rest, and was at 
all season fine and sw to the taste. 

We ent from hence towards the north-east, and ~g over a 
tone bridge of Mohammedan work, thrown ac a small tream, 

which discharge itself into the Tigris, came in about an hour to the 
pr~ncipal mounds which are thought to mark the ite of the allClent 

ineveh. 
There are four of th se mounds, di po ed in the form of a square; 

and these, as they he neither bricks, tones, nor other materials of 
building, but are in many places overgrown with grass, resemble 
the mounds left by entrenchments and fortifications of ancient 
Roman camps. 

The longe t of these mounds runs near)y north and'south, and 
con 1st of several ridg of unequal height, the w ole appearing to 
extend for four or five miles in length. There are three otller dis
tinct mounds, which are ill near to the river, and lie in the direction 
of ea t and west. The first of these, counting from the southward, 
i the one eal1.ed ~ Nebbe unus," having a tomb on it, which is 
tho ~in tbe ashes of the prophet Jonas, and a small 

round it; the next to the northward is called 
.etlJl~tltl8l11, whieh is t marked by any 8t" peculiarity; 

third is the first ascended, and which, by way of 
ight, is called Tal Ninoa, or 
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In order to mark the place of this I .. t. with the greater preci
sion, I took from its cent,,· " set of bearings, by compass, of the 
principal objects in view.' 

There are appearanc('s of mounds and ruins extending for se
veral miles to the southward, and still more distinctly seen to the 
northward of this, though both -arc Ie .. markcd than the mounds of 

. the centre. The space between these is a level plain, over every 
part of the face of which, broken pottery, and the' other usual debris 
of ruined cities, are ~een scattered about.t 

If it Wl're true, as a~serted by Strabo, and other early writers, 
that Nineveh was larger than Babylon, it might be considered to 
have been the ~t city that ever existed in the world, and one 

apply :_" Scllliramil>." he sa)"S, "bUril-« her hushaud Ninus in the royal palace at 
Nineveh, and rai~ m"er him a mound of ("sTlh (If com;:ideTllblc si:.w, \x-ing nine fltadia 
in height, and ten in breadth, II!! Ctesia" sur. so that the city Ktanding in a plain ntllr 

to the river, the mount loohd at a distanl'c likC' a stately citaclt·l. And it'ili stUd, thut 
it continues to this day. though NillCvt'h was dcstroYl.-d by the !\1ct1cs, whcn they 
ruinoo thc .Assyrian t~l\Ipin,."-Dil}dm·lls Skulus, h. ii. c. i. p. 59. 

• Southern extreme of l\tousul, 
Northem ditto ditto, 
Centre Hf the City, and Minard of tile GrCllt Mosque 

. of NOUH·j·<iC("1l 

Village of Cathl.'Cah 

Det'r Khara%<'Y. n village 011 the ruins of Nim~\'ch 

s. S. W. 3 miles . 
W . S. W. 2 milt'8. 

S. W. 2 miles • 
N. W. by,"r. f W. 2 miles. 

N. 'V. by W. It miles. 
J ebel Gam, u high mHuntain of Koordist&n" euvered with . . . 

snoW N. by E. 50 miles. 

Range of Jcbd i\laklouhe, also ill Koordistall fTom N.N.E.toE. by N. lOmiles. 
Tomb and Village of Neb~ Yunus . S. 1 mik 
Tal Harmoosh~ 'x-ntre S. f w. t mile. 

t "As it was n very ancient, !lO Will! it likewise 4 veTY ~t city. In Jonah, it ill 
!:Ityled ' that great city,' (i. 2. iii. 2.) , an c"cceding great city,'-(ill. 3.) I'n the original, 
it ill .,)). city great to God; • in the IiB.me manner UII Moses il called by St. Stephen, in 

the Acts of the ApofitlCS, (vii. 10.) ",no. Ttl 8f9', fair to God, or exceeding fair, as 
our translators rightly Tender it; and lIP • the mountains ot God: (P. xxxvi. 6.) are 

exceeding high mountains,' and ' the .cedars of ·k~..(PIlllm b:x;: 10.) ~ exceeding 
uJ1 cedanI.' "-New!." on tI,. P""PTom., pp. I.., 14a. . 

• f*1!Jt~, Deo magtla ~i"itu,. ~ ,..,...." T.,. .... &:pt. . . . 
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might even credit the assertion, that " Nineveh was an exceeding 
great city of three days' journey,'" not in circumferenL'e, as it bas 
been assumed,t but in length, since Jonah did not begin to proclaim 
the denunciations of God against it, until he had entered the city 
a day'. journey, which would then have been.its further extreme, if 
three days only had been the extent orit.. circuit. 

But we are furnisht.,"<.l with its actual dimensions in · stadia, 
which enables us to compare how far its L'Omparative magnitude 
was greater than that of Babylon, or not. Herodotus assigns to 
this last a square of four hundred and eighty stadia, or a circum
ference of sixty miles, counting fifu.'en miles for each of its sides, 
reckoning the stadium at its highest standard pi' eight to a mile.:j: 
Diodorus Sieulns gives the dimensions of Nineveh as one hundred 
and fifty stadia in length, and ninety stadia in breadth, 01 about 
nineteen miles in frout al.ong the river, and eleven and a quarter in 
hreadth, from the river to the mountains, estimating the stadium 
at the same standard of value.§ 

•• Jonah. e. iii. v. 3. 
t Kinnier's Gcographicul Memui r 01\ Pt'r~ia, p. 2,59. 

! H erOflntu;;. Clio. 
§ 'I Ninlls having surpllsl\e(l all his ancestors in the glory and success of his arms, wal' 

I'esoh'oo to build B city of that state and grandeur, as should not only lx~ the greate;:.t 
thcn in tilt' world, but such a.~ none that l'vC'r should come after him should he able 
ca~ il )' t,o l:XC<'Cd. Accordingl)" having himst·lf got a great Dumber of hi s for(:cs to

gether, and provided money and trcasure. ao<l othl'r things nl'CCssary for tile purpose, 
he built a city ·ncar the ri ver Euphrates. (Tigris,) "ery fnmous for its walls and for
tifications, of n long form, for un both' sides it rlLIl out ill length above an hundred and 

fifty stadia, (aLoul nineteen miles,) but the two lesser angles were only nilwty stadia in 
eacq, so tha~ the cirl umference of the whole was four hundred and eight), stadia, (about 

~ixty ,?iles.) And tile founder ":8!! ~ot herein deceived, for n~n,e\'er after built till! 
hk.c, el\het 8fI to the iargeness of ltS clrcumference. or tbe stateliness of it!! walb. For 
the waD was an hundred feet in height, and so broad, a'l that three chariots might he 
driven togletber upon it abreast. There were fifteen hundred turrets upon the walls, 

each of them two hundred feet ,high, He appointed the city to be inhabited chiefly hy 
therieb~ ASsyrians, and gate 'lil::ieriy to the peoPle of any other nation, (to li S many as 
would,) to dwell there ~ - and- a.!lowed to the- citizens a large. territory de:.:t adjoining to 

them,ancl calledtltec:iUlIfte, bili>WJl,~ Nin ... "-Diodortu ~!<ul ... , b. ii. <. \ . p. 55. 
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There was, It 18 true, a greater length in the city of Nineveh; 
but. from its more confined breadth, the space actually included 
within the limits given was somewhat less , than that, of Babylon. 
It may. however. be admitted to claim for 'itself a higher .ntiquity. 
since the second great capital of the Assyrian empire did not begin 
to flourish until this, its first m~tropolis, whose origin mounts 
up to the period just succa.>ding the deluge,· was abandoned to 
decay. 

The nature of' the ground here determines, with sufficient. pre
cision, what must have been the local features of' its site, and con
firms the accuracy of the historian, who desaibes it as of an oblon:.t . , 

form. 
I'~rom the extent of the Plain of Bahylon. that city might have 

spread ,tself out to any given length, its limits being drcumscribed 
only on the west, hy the existence of marshes and lake:; there. 
Nineveh too might have stretched a front alon~ the rive.r of any 
e.xtent, but its breadth was ahsolutely fixed within ten or twdve 
miles, that being the whole extent of the plain on the (~asterll bank 
of the Tigris, from the river to the rallg(~ of .Jebel Makloube, 
the mountains which form its eastern houndary. 

Ali filr as 1 could perceive, from our elevated point of vicw, on 
tl~e highest summit of Tal Ninoa, there Were mounds of ruins 
similar to those ncar us, hut less distinctly marked, a~ far as the 
eye could· reach to the north.ward; and the plain to the eastward of' 
us, or between the river and. the mountains, had a mixture (If 
large brown patches, ~e heaps of ruhbish. seen at intervals, scat
tered liver a cultivated I"oil. . 

Whatever might have been the exact dimensions of ,Nineveh. it 
was UIl'luestionably very large; and. like most other grea{ cities of 
antiquity. was,.in the period of its highest glory. a sink of wicked- ' 
n~ and abomination. The disastrous history of Jonah; and his oin
gulai' habitation during thret\ days aqd th,ree,llights,when on his way 
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to prevent the destruction of this city, are familiarly known. There 
is an expression, however, worth adverting to, morc particularly as 
conveying some idea of the population of Nineveh at the period in 
question. It iR where ' the Almighty, in reproving Jonah lor his 
anger at a worm, for destroying the gourd by which he was sheltered 
from the sun, and his pity for the gourd itself, sayN, ~, Thou hast had 
pity on the gourd for the which thou hast not laboured, neither 
madcst it hI'fOW, which came up in a night and perished in a night; 
And shoulcl not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more 
than six-score thousand persons that .cannot discern between their 
right hand and their left. and also much eattle?"- Considering 
this numher of one hundred and twenty thousand to mean the chil
dren and infimts, who, as well as the eattle with whom they are 
c:oupled, might be mentioned as being: all ill a state of' innocence, and 
therefore not deserving _to be made partak(~rs with the guilty in 
the Divine vengeam:c, some estimate may be madc of the whole 
population, which would thus, in the ordinary proportions of t.he 
several classes, amount to litt}" short of half a million of people. 

The denunciations of the prophet i\ahum against this devoted 
dty ~lrc extremely e.l{)(luent. hut equaBy full of the bitternl."!-l."; of 
wrath with those pronounced oy other illSpin.--d tongues, against 
the great empires and kingdoms of the ancient world.t 

'" .Jonah, c. iii. and iv. thmughout. 
t .. Woe to the bloody city! ~t is all full of liUSllnd robbery ~ th\' prey departeth 

r ~Ht; the noise of a · whip, and the noiS(' of the rattling of the whrels, and of till' 

I.rIUlcing horses, and of the jumping chari()t~. The horseman lifteth up hoth the hright 
sword Ilnd tht' gUttering spear: and there is 11 mult.itude o(Kll;lin. and a great number of 
caccases., and there III none end of their corp\ies ; they lit.u.mhle upon their ('or~~s. Re

caule of the multitude of the whuroooms of the wcll-favourcd harlot. the lJli .~ trl'ss of 
witchcrafts, that !!CHeth nations through her whorroom!!, and families through her 
witChc.rafb, Behold,] am again~t thet>, saith thl' Lord of Hosts ; aud ] will di!<C(m'r 

thy II;kirts .~ thy face, and I will shew the nations thy nakedut'Ss, and the killgdo~ns 
thy Mhame . . And 1 will cast -abo{ninable filth upon th-., and -make thee vile, and will !ld 

thee ·.~i:;gazirig-l!Itock. And' 'it)h::;lf:~to .p8Il~ that all they that look lIpllU thft-" 
~haU he-'tma,thee, and s&y,Niiteveh -1sWd'waste: who will ocmoati her? whent.'C shall 
J seek ~nit~ fo; 'tbee ?"_NA\",W;-e ... ii: ·v. 1-7,. • 
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ancient geoltl'&1!lbYJ 
ed of in~ h," 

te among th rive 
it, rampart the her 
Ethiopia and Egypt ere her trength, and it 
Lubim were thy helpers. Yet was she . ed 

. nty; her young children also were dashed' pI 

of all the treets; and cast lots for ber honourable 
all her great men were bound in chains."· 

Bruce, the celebrated Abyssinian traveller, I\8S, I mem 
idered this populous" 0," to be the Egyptian" The 
t~h at the time of visIt to the ruin of that hundred~ted 
city of .the gods, he ide tityof it 'th the ~o of the :;cr.·IOOl1'eS 

seemed to me objectionable, from the mention of the 88 its 
part; yet here, on the ruined mounds of the fallen . ineveb, 

while reading from the Prophets all the denunciation of vengeance 
which had been uttered again t it, the propriet of a compari n of 
its tate with that of the Thebes of Egypt truck me ery forcibl , 
and left on my mind the impression that there \V no other city of 
antiquity, excepting thi to which the allusions made by 
when speaking of" 0," could at all apply. 

From the number of the NJ-nals and the 8el'1peJltJ,Ul 

iIe, ev D bile running through The ght be . 
great propriety, "to be sea among the rive "a 

round about it." the hole of E 
si but from the sea, that sea might we be call 



't RIVER LY~US. 30 

hieP was CO ctad as a defe and· 
to tire of that land, ex,qpu.l~. 

faI;ars1CDJ .of hiloe, of which the remains 
actually: is expressed, " from the 

£A<lW" LVP' and E ere, the strength of" 0 ;" 

too, according to every testimony, was infinite. Yet this 
-~~'Y- ' of the • and Diospolis ot the historian», t so 

qui ,and 0 renowned for its colossal plen-
dour, carried away, .00 went mto captivity, when her 

pIes were violated, her altars overturned, her ~ clril-
men lain, d the gre~t d the honourable amOllg her leaders 
bound and made ("'&pti e by their Eastern conquero 

~ineveh i said to have been surrounded by walts that a 
hundred. in height, + an of a suffiCIent breadth fOr three 

• 

:yria, together with that called the Egyptian ea, having no havens in it for shi 
thi i Egypt, walled about n every side,"-Wars of the Jews, book iv. Co 10, 

t 5. .' 
• B t trabo and Diodorus, 
::: To .the aorth of the Lesser Zab, and near the Tigris, the Ten Thousand found in 

their retreat a 'ty, the walls of which' were DO less lofty than these. "Marching the 
rest 01 ~ day, • hout disturbance," say Xenophon, (Anab. iii. p. 912,) " tIley came to 
the river Tigris, where stood a large uninhabited city called Larissa, anciently inhabited 
by the l\1edes, the 'waijs of which were twenty-five feet in breadth, one hundred ill 
height, and two pal'8llllDp8 in circuit; all built of brick, except "the plinth. whi h was 
of tone, and twenty feet high." 'The city here named La/n8sa, by enophon, i con-

um y Boobart ve been the Resen of the eriptureR, Gen . . . 12. H uppose:s 
h the Greek asked people of the country" what city are these the ruin ' 

anlrwPl't~, " Lareeea," t is, of ReJleft. It is easy, say Spelman, to imagine 
• Greek termination, and made Larissa. At a very 

~ ... """'_ an uninhabi castle of enormous dimension:;, 
l'on"""l'llv al to the eel ." The plinth of 

fifty inbreadth,andilli 
th, one hundred • 

..... ~ .. tly signifies" 4 city," 
folio the 'n 

in..-pretation of 

2 11 
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chariots to • along it togetb r abreast, as well as to have been 
end " by fifteen hundred to along the walls, w h w 

each of them two hundred £ . h. If the walls of B ylon, 
however, which were comparatively of so much more memo
tion, are thought to have left no ace remaining, those of' inev 
may well have totally disappeared. 

From the height on which we stood, extending our vie to a 
considerable di tance in every direction, we could not certainly 
perceive any marked delin tion of one great outline; bu ounds 
and smaller heaps of :nIins were scattered widely over the plain, 
sufficient to prove that the site of the original city occupied a vast 
extent, notwithstanding that some" or'the late t vi itors to tbi place 
have thought that the remains were confined to the few mounds of 
the centre only. 

M'acdonllid Kinneir conc ived that the ruin at this place ere 
those of in~, the city which succeeded to ineveh, a d not those 
of ineveh itself. It is evident, however, that this Writer spoke 
only of the cent~l mounds; , he xpre sly states that the ch'~1Jm
feronce of aU the remain he saw did not exceed four mil 
very inexplicably ol)scrve~ that he saw neither Mones nor ruhbish if 
any kind, tho h the mounds are naturally altogether fonned of 
the la t.-• 

If the temple of Ara ke, in which Sennacherib. wa lain, after 

"fortified rify.... trhe word Kon~i.",h"" "a stone full of 8hells," which occu in- the 
description. of thi fortre ,has occasioned the u ual quantit of learned trifti mong 
tJu. coinmeptat . L eunclaviu imagined, hat the historian meant • on tD1dck 
the figuf'C8 of 8!tel18 !tad 116en BCttlptur«l.A But Hutchinson observes, that' thiR 
opinion he can h:, 0 means concur; he thinkR, the Rhellll must have been the work of 
nature; and no doubt, lte WOJl ,.ight. The tone was probably of same descriptioll 
as that used in the walls of Orfah.t pyramid of singular stnlct observed n 

n : " Close to the city toad a pyramid of stoue one hundred t1 
ndred high, in (upon) whjch a great of barbariaala, 

rteipbouring ,'illages, bad ~nveyeci eel 
• '~phical Memoir OD Per po 

• t 
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returning from hi Egyptian war, when all the anbour of his sol
diers ~ knawed to piece by mice, in one night, at Pelusium,-
a bUndred and eighty-five tho d of his army, with all their 
tains d generals, were carried off by a pestilence, before the walls 
of Jerusalem, in another,t was equal in extent, either to the temple 
of Priapus at Thebes, or of Belus at Babylon, the mounds here 
fonning an oblong square, nearly in the centre of the city, might 
perM mark the site- of that building; but I remember no parti-

. eular ils regarding the size or form of that edifice, which could 
assist in the elucidation of this question. . 

From among the ruins of ineveh, many antique gems, intag
lios, and hieroglyphic devices' on tone, have. been dug up; of some 
of which, drawings and deBcriptions are given in the "Mines de 
l'Orient,' by Mr. Rich, of Bagdad; and not long since, a large 
stone was found here, in ribed all over with sculpture ahd un-. . . 
known characters, which, falling into the hands of t e Turks: was 
by them broken to piece and destroyed. 

On d cending from the mound of Tal Ninoa, we walked across 
th level space, included between it and the other principal mounds 
near the river, and found the whole extent . it covered with 
broken pottery, of a very coarse ({ualit ,and in general but slightly 
ribbed, though evidently of the ancient kind.t 

• Herodotu . t Berosu, as quoted by Josephu , Ant. h. . c. 1. s. lI. 
t The completene of the destruction of Nineveh, which Arbues the Mcde is said 

to ha e levelled with the ground, makes it mattE'.r of wonder that it ruips are still to be 
, his point, I tftink," say Bishop Newton," is ~eraUy agreed upon, that 

NiJJev h was takr D and d troyed by the Medes and Bah Ionian ; the wo rebelling 
uniting together sub"erted the A yrian empill: but author differ much about 

the' when inevch w taken and about the king of A ria, in whose reign it was 
and e,'en a1,xlUt the per n who had the colllDlaDti in this e pedition. Herodotu --:uttt that it was taken by C axares, king of the Medes; t. Jerome, after the 

.l'1etjlMW ClMl'w'cJ le.1I as rts that i en by abuchodonosor, king of the Baby-

diet. ~ ede lam bba soli NabuchodoDosoro 
ADIl_-., .... aoIlc ... OIOI' ttabegi\ ine~, icI I, non diu post mortem 
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In riding aeross thi plain, we pBl sed a small stream, called. 
" Mace Kosa," or the water of Kosa, whicJ.t come from the eastern 

onian : but these accoUJJt may be easily reconciled, for Cyaxares and.l. buchodonosbr 
might take it with their joint forces, as thejt'actually did, according to tb4t which is 
written in the book of Tobit, (xiv. 15) if the A suerus in Tobit be the ii8.me (as tbel'e 
is great reason to think him the same) with the ya. are of Herodotus: 'But before 
Tobias died, he heard of tbe destruction of ineveh, which was taken by Nabuchodo-
noeof and ASsuerus; and before his death he rejoiced over inevch.' Josephu",. who 
aaith, in one place, that the empire of the Assyrian was dissolved by th M es, saith 
in another, that the Medes and Babylonian di. solved the empire of th 
Herodotu himselft ·th, that the Medes took ineveh, and Mlbdued the yrians, 
except the Babylonian portion; the reason of which was, the Babylonians were their 
allie and confederates. Ctesias, and after him,~ Diodorus Siculus, ascribe the taking 
of Nineveh, and the subversion of the Assyrian empire, to Arbapet; the Mede, as...usted . 
by Belesis, the Babylonian. I know that§ Eusebiu!), and after him several excellent 
chronologerri, Usher, Prideaux, and others. reckon thi!) quite a djffcr~ action, and fix 
it at quite a diifcrent time; but it is not likely that the same citr mould be twice 
d yed, and. the' same empire twice overthrown, by the same people twi~ confederated 
together. Diodorus, who relates this catastrophe, doth not mention tIte other. but 
saith expressly, II that Arbace di tributed the citizen of Nineveh in the country 
villages, levelled the city with the ground, tran ferred many talent ~ gold 3.Ild silver to 
Ecbatana,. the royal city of the Medes; and so, saith he, the em ire of the As ynans 
was subverted."-Newton fin the Prophecies, pp. 149-151. 

patris. Ebrait!um hoc Chronicon seculi 8unt' . Hieronymus, &c. Marshami Ch. Srec. J.Viii. p. 459. 
• trlllff,." "" .. ~_ AtrrTvp,.w tlf'XfIY inro M"a ...... ICaT"Il?.ue-r, .... " Assyriorum imperium a l\Iedis e.eI'SUm iri 

CODtigj.l. J~ph. Antiq. lib. x. a 2. sect. 2, p . .-35.--M1/301l1 ItCU .,.0111 BCIIlIlMo"IOIII, o! """lurtrllPUII" 1(11'''' 

lI.lI((lII' "")(111'. Medos et BabyloniOl, qui Assyriorum evertetant imperium. Ibid. cap. v • .eet. 1. p. 441. 
Edit. HIUhoD. 

t IUU .,..,.,.. Nwo ... :lI.o .. , ICCU ~OI/f Atrtr"P'OIlI rnrox''P'OVJ flTOIf/(l''''''''O, ... 11.., 'nJS BoIII"""'''" ".."". et NinUi1Jl 
npugnavenmt, Assyriosque, excepta Babylonia portio De, 8ulJegerunt. Herod. lib. i. c. 106. ~. Edit. 
Gale. . 

; lliod. Sie.lib. ii. p. 78. Edit. Steph. p. 110. Edit. Rbndomani. · 
§ Eusebiua (1IJ')rf' 8\10) utramqup. Kntentiam in eanonem 1etulit: ad,..meD\ero Cta_, MidUI, 

&it, Num. 1197. Assytliorum imperio deslruc regnum in MedOi transml't. Deia(pcIIt aDUOI213) ex 
auctoritate Herodoti, • ·umb. 1410. CyaUra Medu. subvertil Ninum. Ista lLutem.",.,.,CII'I'CII lunL 1\1 
sbami Chronicou. SIiec. xviii. p. 556. 

~ " I' 0"" ApI •• , "Olf "".,." ,."" ... /IIwI ""w.s ""potTftlf"'flf. CII."olll ~" I(GIt • .",.,. 'IfIlIIT'.=---"""" .. 
~ .If ...." ICM.ITIUI!j.n • .. ,,.,.. ~OII'" .,.,.,." IUU Xf/IITII!'I"-'fIfOlINW _ • .,...,.., • •• ItOfU" .,.", 1ItjIIa, 

"'.....,...-. pAIl ow In.,..., .. .,-""~ ... ~ .,,..,,. Sid 
leaitate etga civet UIUI, quamyit in pagOI eotI AoIo ~t. Tua "'-'llWi". 
a.......-(midta certa taleota eraDt) ia Hoe • IDOdcr AIIlJIigjllt 
imJMlrium-a Medii, eyerAU'! ett. Died. Sic. • 111. 
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mountains, and passing by the foot of Tal Hermbosh, discharges 
itself into the Tigri. In this hill, or large mound, excavations ~e 

been made, seemingly with a view to ascertain of what materi it 
was formed, and probably wi a hope of being able to extract burnt 
bricks fPOm thence for building,. as is done from mounds of ruins at 
Babylon; but 'there was here no appearance of such brick-work; 
the whole, from length of time, and the nature of the materials, I 

having become conden ed into one solid mass.* 
we passed by the mound, call "Tal- ebbe-Yunus," I ex

a , with more attention, an opening recently !Dade on its 
northerlJ side, and here I saw, most di tinctly, a sectWn of masonry. 
The bricks were apparently sun-dried, and in dimen.~ons two spans 
long, and one span deep; they were of a very coarse kind, and were 
united by layers of common mortar. The suppo ed tomb of the 
Prophet Jonah, which stands on the top of the hill, and nas col
lected a tolerably large'villag bout it, i in the hands of Moham
meda . It appeared to me so like the common tomb of aints, 
seen all over the East. that, pressed as I was fur time to return to 
Mou ul, I did ot go up to visit it. 

. A we went down from hence, by the' eastern bank of the river, 
towards the bridge of boats, which goes across the Tigris, we passed 

, by the stone bridge, over a rivulet coming from the eastward, 
till it empties itself, close by this, into the 'ver, and r .mark that 

, it has fifteen pointed arches, but of very inferior masonry. 
In approaching l\Iousul from the eastward on our return, its ap

'petlo['i,I,ll'ce was much more interes~ing, than that ered on entering 
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it from the west: From hence, it appeared to exren4 itself along 
the wt..'Stern bank of the river, for at least three miles in length. 
The houses seemt...u to be thickly crowdt.'li, though the mosques were 
not proportionately lIumerom;. The ('cntrt~ of the tOWII, standing 
on more elevated ~roulld than its northern am] ~outhcrn extremes, 
shewell the minan~t of Nour-t·l-Decn, which ri:-;('s from the great 
mosque to consiuerable advantClgc. The view of the (~ountry, to the 
north of' the town, offerL'<.l Ilothing of peculiar interest; but to the 
south, the Pasha's garden~ . a!'Jd SOl~1C little vinas seen thJ'ough the 
trees, made a highly picturesque appt·aralH'C. 

On reaching thc opposite haJik of the river, we rc-entcrcd 
l\foUSlll, amI going up through du.' " Sookh cl Khialc," or the Horse
Bazar, where I noticl'tl the only minal'd of stOlW that I had !-Icen 
in the city! we came to the "K.onuuk Tatar A~asi"," or hcad-quar
tens of' th~ couriers, ncar tile palan~ of' the PU!-Iha, where' the horses 
for our journey were jU!-It saddling:, while the Tartar.-; were cracking 
thejr whips, parading ahout in heavy hoot~t abusing dll! ~room;i 
and horsc-keepcr,.;, aml ill shurt, g:iving themselves nIl the airs which 
are com mOil among the same du!ois of people, includillg post-boys, 
(.'oachmcn, &c. in England. 'I 

'Ve mountl'<i here, and set out on our journl'Y from Mousul to 
Bagdad, soon after Hille o'd_o(~k, the Tartars being the Name Jonas, 
and ~Ii, who hacl ('oine alone frum Diarbckr, ami with our caravan 
across the Dt..":;Nt of Silljiir; they being: dtarp;eu with packets f'rom 
the British Amhassador at Constantinople, to Mr. Rich at Bagdad. 
As our horses w("re now f'rt..'Sh and good, and our ' saddles , an~ 
furniture put in o~dcr during'our short st.,y at Mousul, w~· .et"out 
with high spirit'!, anti the prospect of an expeditiotu; journey at 
least, Ali amI myself going 0 .11 before, and leaying Jonas to over
take u •. 

. ·,A(tcr Ijrossing the Tigris, over the ~ridge of boats hefore de
scribed, we travelled ill a southern .diic,<;tl9io-i'ec'l'ling gradually &orn 
the eastern banks of'the river, <lj!. tht!' &tl-eam made here a course' of 
about south-!!Outh-west. For the firittwo.hourSidurilll! which the 
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whole distance traversed was about ten miles, we continued nmon~ 
hillocks arid mounds, whidt had all the appearance of heing formed 
from the wreck of former buildinW'. It resembled, in this respect, 
the indefinite remains and ruhl>i!';h seen on the sites of other 
ruined cities, as Alcxandria{ Memphis, Sais, anti Tanis, in Egypt; 
and left no doubt, in my own mind, of its marking the extent of 
ancient Nineveh, to l.e fully <-'<Iuat to the dimensions given of it hy 
t.he early geographers and historians. ' 

On leaving these, we (:amc out 011 ~ ,dusty pJalll, and soon after 
noon we reached the fir!it stage, or "Konauk," aji it is called, at a 
tolerahly Jorge village, called Karagoash. We had passed in the 
way two ~tream:o; of water, coming .town froll1 the eastern moun
tains, I"lullling through the sit.e or Nineveh, and discharging them
selves into thc Tigris j and we had seen, to t.he eastward or us, or 
on our left, several small places, the nanws of which 1. could not 
Jearn. 

In this vi1lage of Karagoash, all the houses were <:onstruded of 
FOun-drjed uric·k, cemented ,vith lUud, exactly like the masonry s(:~en 

ill the section of the mound at Tal IIcrmoosh, and thought to hc 
the remains of' some pf the old dwellill,!.,rs of the Ninevites. 

This, indeed, must h.we always t)C('n, ano wi)], no douht, alwa)'s 
<:ontinue to oe, the style of building used. b~' tl~c poor of this coun
t.ry, from the great expcBsc of procuring sto,Be, and the r"dlity of 
rai8iJ;i~ a habitatioll of' earth. Stone, it is true, is to he had, bilt not 
from a less di~tance than tell or t wdvc milcs, which is that of the 
n~rest range of .mountains on the east; and as ""C have seell, at 
Moustd. the marble or YeinL'li gypsum, brought from the hills to the 
north .. a"l of that city, is but sparingly used, even in the houses of 
the rich, for door-frames, pillars, &c . 

. As thc!:Ic are permanent ..... mlscs which influence the manner of 
building in the present da:~, so t.he same causes )lrevai'-d in the 
earli<ljot ~riods, and .n"~~ pr~uced the same effects. Thus, 
~iJ"" the visible remains M'\ s~ch frick-work at Nineveh, we find 
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an allusion to tliis mode of building in the Prephet ':0; proclamation 
of its fall.-

, Among the houses of Karagoash, which are all of sun-dried 
bri(:k!S, there arc some large ones, wit.h a holl~w ,rail-work of plaster 
carried around t.he t.erraL'eS on the flat roof; hut t.he greater part 
of the dwellings arc small huts, ,with conical roof~ of muu, looking 
like dusters of larl!c, bee-hives, 

Tht' inhahitants arc chiefly Christian, and ~re of the Syrian 
church ; alllOIl~ themselves. they speak the Syriac language only; 
hut tlwyaddl'('S:O; thcmsch'cs to strangcr~ hoth in Arahic am[.'I'urkish. 
Their occupations arc chiefly pai-itoral and ab~'icultural~ but, \hey live 
in gCllcral in it stat{~ of' great povert.,Y. 

"'c ",'ere rccdve(l here by the "Scrooujee Basl'li," or Head of 
the Sa<!ulcl's, as a keeper of post-horses for the government is hen> 
called, and treated by hilll and his attendants with an extraordilmry 

degree of re:o;;pcd. A room was appropriated expressly to our 
aL'COlnInotlatiun, and thi1i was spr~atl out. with (~arpetlS aIla cushifHl1i 
for our repose. Pipes amI com·(.> wcre also serlcd to llS, and a 1Il1111-

her of' disht:'~ were exp(;~ditiou:-;ly l)feIJarcd; but as .Jonas still de
layed to join us, Ali, who was the younger of the two, did not feci 

himself at liberty to partake of the1ll without waitilll-( yet longer for 
his companion, 

W 4:~ waiu.>(l here at lelffit two hours for this Jonas, ,\<'110, it WU--"I 

said, was dt!tained in dalliallcc with it young wife to whom he had 
heen n,cwly married at Mousul, and who was unwilling to part, wi~ 
him . The hard-liding life that this Tartar led, ill COnBlafttly re
peat.ed jourHey~ from one extremity of' th(~ empire to anothcir,: by no 
means unfittL'ti him, it would seem, for softer pleasures; for, to fulfil 
bOth the law and the prophel.., he POSSCl;",-'tI his full number of four 
legal wives, who wore jut.li(~iously distiiButet.l along his' usual ro~te, ' 
the handsomL'St living at Constantinople, the oldest . at Diarbclw, 

• "Draw th('t, watl'rs fllr - UIl' "it-bre; fortify thY strong holds, go into clay, and 
t read the mor~ar, mah' strong the hri&.kiln,"-N'aIlum, c, iii, v. 14. 

, . ., 
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the youngest at Mousul, and the richest at Bagdad-: so that he had 
beauty and wealth to solace him at the extremes of his j~urneys, 
and staid age and youth to comfort him on his way. 

Our patience being exhausted in "hopeless waiting for his arrival, 
we partook of our meal without him, and, after another pipe, 
mounted fresh horses, and set out on our way, We had now two 
horsemen as drivers, ,~ho each led two other .norses; lightly laden 
with the packets, &c., of which Ali had before t-taken care; so that 
the number of our horses was now eight, and of drivers only 

four. 
It DUlSt have been -about three o'clock when we started from 

this village, fronl whj(~h we went in a south-south-cast direction, 
travelling at the rate of about six miles an hour. 

At fou~, we crossed a large dear stream, which was so deel' as to 

he barely fordahle; and.at five we ,;"nt over another similar one. 
These were both called Kauther, or Kauzir Sou, and were said to 

be two branches that eame from the mountains of Koordistan to 
the north-east of us, when, uniting into one stream a little to the 
south-"'est, it discharged its wal.<;rs into the Tigris. 

IR the latest and larb",.t lIlap accompanying the Geographical 
Memoir on the Countries hctwcen the :Euphrates and Indus, hy 
Macdonald Kinneir, the station of Karakawh is omitk.-'fi, though it is 
mentioned in the memoir i~clf as being four farsangs, or about fifte(~n 

miles, from Mousul.· The courses of'the streams '\lere enumeratetl, 
as crqssed since ·Ieaving that place, are also very inaccurately deli-

- ' 

• "D':A!tOUIl-Kopri, en Eluivabtla rurLoction du DOrd, eD arrive a E.rml ( ArbeUe8) 

apra-' un trajet de dnl: licues. Cettc villi! est sil.uee sur un monticule qui domine une 
vaate etendu d(' terrain, dont lea productions sont Ics memes que reUes du di!ltrict tic 
Kerkouk. Erbjl, Ai rmommlie.par la ~ictnire qu'AJexandre remporta dan s S('s plaines - , -
~ l'armEe de Dariu!I, cst regardk comme une des plus forte. places riu Pacllalik de 
~; . elle eat gouvemce par un beg, au lieutenant, et elle a un chUteau et plusieurs 
manufaatw. deB clotfes en laint: et .. coton. Un ea.nallUlSl'7. large en fertili~ 1(> ft'r-

- - ' 
roir, et : .. '.liabitans mantrent au~"o1ageul"8curieux qui en parcourent I~ em-:ir()n~, 

... p1U8ieun.ruines d'anciens chiteaux, qu'il!l 8UpPoAent avoir lit~ hitis PRY' les monarqucs 
P.erAlllllI ru., la rI...n;~"" th,-n.o.ti"" -t1)umpiion du Pachalik ~ Bagdnd, pp. 85, 86. 

2 s 
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neated, and .~e two branches of the Kauzir Sou, or Hazir Sou, are 
confounded with the Greater Zab. 

The Hazir Sou of this map is, no doubt, the all('icnt Bumadis, 
or Bumade, or B~ma\lus, by all of which names it occurs in the an
cient geographers and historians;* but. this is ce~tin, that the two 
branches or arms of' it, whidl we crossl.>tl, are distinct from the 
Greater Zah, aecording to all modern ul."SCriptions of that river. 

It was on these wide plains, on the hallks of the Bumadis, that 
Darius waIJ CIlCiunped, ju~t previous to tilt' fatal hattlc of Gauga
mela. Soon aiter Alexander, in his l.'XI'k ... lition into the East, had 
cros.o;ed the TigrilS without opposition. the (.'apture of' It body of CIl
valry belon~ri.n~ to the Pen-ians furnh;}wd him with tilt· intelligent·c 
of Darius being so Ill'Hr him. The troops wt.'re allowloQ to repoS(~ 

but. a few day8, and recruit their Mrcngtlt amI i'ipirits, both worn and 
exhausted by their passage throu:rh the huruing plain3 of MChOpO
tamia, when Alexlllldl'r il'ti thl'lII 011 a;,!aiJl ill person, anu haitl'tl 
within ~ixtJ stadia of the Per:olia~l arm~·. • 

These arc the preliminary particulars.. which arc gi"clI V) 
Arriall ;t and it i:ol tu he intern.:tl, from ni()d()ru~ Siculw;,. who also 
mentions the two armil"ti lX'ing encamped in the prcseuct! of each 
other, that tIle battle betwccn them Wi.L"I fought two days after thc 
MacedoniaJl:ol had pas:-:cd the river;t which, if marching days only 
were m<:ant, withemt counting those of ~e~t, would agrt.'C· ptctty ac
curd-tely with the distance. 

The lcamed author of the" Critical Inquiry into the Historians 
of the Life of Alexander the Great," hu., vcry justly exposed the 
oontradictions of QuinblR Curti us, who,' in his ilI!c~unt ' of' this 
battle, seems to have sacrificed the sober consistency of the historian 
to a vain display of hi. powers as a rhetorician. 0.. the plain, as 
he tells us, where the two armi"" encountered, neither bush nor tree 

• Quintus CurtiulI, lih. iv. c. 9. ·~c . 
tAman Exped .. A1e~, lib. iii. e. 7-9. 
~ DlOdO!'uli Siculi..u;, lib. 17. 

'.' 
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was to be seen, and the view was as boundless as the horizon." Yet 
Alexander had given orders to level every obstacle that interrupted 
the motions of the troops, t and according to the .tc" timony of this 
same writer, one of the detachments of the Macedonians occupied, 
just before the action, a height which the Persians had ahandoned,:): 
while, as he afterwards S<IYS, when speaking of the hattle itself, the 
woods and valleys echoed with the shout. of the armic..§ 

There is, however, some truth in the midst of these seeming 
contradictions ; and the errors arc, perhaps, rather the effect of too 
high a colouring than of wilful perversion of facts. The ground 
here, i~ the neighhourhood of these stl'eams, is sufficiently destitute 
of very marked hills to be callc(~ in general, "a wide plain;" and 
it is quite true, that throughout its wholt- extent, as filT as I could 
myself perceive, not a tree was any where to be seen. T~c view 
too, on every side, is " extensive," anu~ in mallY pla(:cs, ,L'" '" boundless 
as the horizon." Yet, for all thi~ there ilrc a sufficient number of 
undulating ridges, to form hoth " height~ <lnd valleys" in a military 
sense, where the smallest difference of elevation is of importance 
in the choice of positions, so that the Macedonians might really 
have occupied such an Cmillf~fi(:c, after it had been ahandoned by the 
Persians. But, for the expression of the" woods and valleys echoing 
with the shouts of the contending armics," it must be abandoned, 
as quite inapplicable to the scene of the event, and having an exist
ence only in the fervid imagination of the Roman writer. 

A million of men is the number which the best historians of the 

. " "Opport\ma explicandisblpii~ rcgio crat cquitabilis et vasta planitics: ne stirpetl 
quidem et bre,-ia yirgulta oJK'riunt solum: liberque . protlpectus oculorum etiam qu~ 
proeul recesserc pennittitur,"---,Quint. Curi. lib. iv. Co 35, tomus ii. p, 233. 

t "', ltaque Ai qua campi emincbant, jllssit fl.'quari totumque £aatjgium extendi."-
, " , I 

tib," e, 85, 
, t M~us--cum delectis equitum in edilo cOlle, ex quo MIlCt.."(looum prospiciebantur 

. . 
caatra ~erat-Macedones e~m ipsum collem, quem deserucrat, occupaverunt, nam 
et tudor iJlwitie erat."-lib. 4. c;'48: • 

§ Macedooes, ingentem pugnantium mdre, &lidt-I'e clamorem-llcdditus d a Perl;is: 
oe~ valleeql,le cil'cumjl'C$aA tembiij 8ODO implevcrat."-tJuin.l. Curt. lib. 4, c.ap. 48. . .' 
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• 
times assign to this arqly ufthe Persians; Rnd, as the French critic" 
has observ~d, though the calculation may appear extravagant, it 
('crtainly 'does not CXCL'€<\ the bound. of probability. All the 
nations, in fact, from the Euxinc Sea to the extremities of the 
East, had made a conmion cause with Darius: and sent him nume
rous and powerful reinfof{~cments. It was the custom then, as 
well as now; for the Asiatics to carry even their wives nlld children 
along with them, ill tl1cir military expeditions; ami Persian luxury 
(!ould not dispense with the want of a crowd of the useless followers 
of a camp; two circumstant.'t.."S which will considerably diminish the 
number of the real and effective troops. 

If :we consider, also, the living clouds of Barharians that have 
spread themselves in different ages over the western world, and those 
jmme~sc bodies of morc regular troops, which, under the command 
of Tartar princes, possessed themselves of tllmost all the proviuoc'S 
of Asia, we may easily conceive, that such a multitude might have 
been collected, to co~IJat, on the plaim of Assyria, for ,the safety of 
the Persian Empire. " , 

The issue of this battle was fatal to thc po~er of Darius; and 
the myriads of his devoted followers were dispcrsL"tI and overcome 
hy the superior discipline, as well as courage, of ·the Maccdonian 
('.onqueroTIi. . 

After crossing the second or eastern branch of the river, we con
tinued our way still south-easterly, and at sun-set began to de-

, .cend on a lower level. going through hills of pudding-stone, ""owing 
cliffs of considerable depth, in which the rounded pcbb)PR were 
imbedded in a matrix of so pure a lime, that it was difficult not to 
believe it to be the remains of some old masonry, or at least the 
work of human hands, rather than a IU\tural production, This de
scent brought us out on a pJain, in which was a small ti~ the 
dwellings of which had conical .roofs or.straw thatching, though the 
usual fashion of the country is to have. thll'roofs /lat . 

• 
• The Baron de St. C~llix, in the M'emoire8 4e. i'Aeademie des In!JCliptions et Belles 

Lettres.-Paris. 4tf\. . 
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It was dark when we rcachet! the north-.westeni bank of a larg'> 
stream flowing from the eastward, which WDS broader, 'deeper, and~ 
more rapid than any part of the Tigris itself that I had yet seen: 
and we had gone, ~ince leaving Karagoash, about twcnty-thur miler; 

> • 

in a south-south-cast direction. I 

Our horses were here unsaddled; and boys, riding astride on 
skins, filled-out \lith wind, s\ .... am over to the other side, leading 
in their hand the animals, who swam also. 'Ve ourselves wcn' 
then conveyed across with aU the baggage and horse-furniture, Oil 

kelleks, or rafts, formed of ' stnppet\ hranches of trees supported by 
inflated skins, in the way in which these rivers were navigated at 
the carliest pcriod~ of antiquity.~ As large trees ar~ scar~ here, 
the blades of the paddles were made of the sc<:lions of split ycllOlr 

• SC(' Herodotus, ill hi;, "description of the comn1l:rCl.' and supp!i\'S of Babylon. 
Those kelluks were alSt. u;;(,'(1 in the time of the' ')'Ollllger Cy rus, to navigate the Eu. 

phratcs. "In their march through the D esert," says Xcnophon, "they di!;C()ven-d 11 

largl' and populous eil y, >!ituatcd on the othl'r (the A mbitlll) side of the Euphrates, clh.'(l 
Cflrmande, where the sult/il.'rs bought provisions, having pasSI..>d over to it upon rafts, 

by tilling the skins, which d'lt"y mad{' usc of for tent s, with dry hay, and ~"';ng them 
together so c1osc.', that Ih{· water could nut get th~rcjll ." Spelman obscrvel;, in his noh' 
on this passage, thilt, anciently, rafts, of the kind hpJ'(' spoken of, were much uSt..>d jn pas&

ing rivers; and ndds, " that Alexander pas'SCd several riveril in this manner, particularly 

the Oxus. in .his victori6us march through A sia."-Auabusis, b. i. p.60. In the third 

book o~ the Mll1l~ work, we find an account of th l~ Yery ingenious invention by which u 
certain Rhodian proposed t.o convey the T en Thousand over the 'l.'igris:-"While tht!j 

(the general!! ami captains) were in perplexity. a certain Rhodian came to them, and said, 
• Gentlemen, 1"11 undertake to carryover four thousand heavy-o.rmed men at a. time, if 
you'll !lUPI)ly n1 f' with wha.t I want, and givc IlIC a talent for my pains: Being askl.'(l 
~t he wanted ? . I shall want,' says he, , two thousand leather bags. I see here grC"olt 

numbers of sllcep, gouts, oxen, and asses; if th(!1;C are flayed , and their skins bloll" n, 
we may elL~l~s the river with tbem. I shull also want tbe girths helonging to tIlt' 

sumpter ~sis; with these,' adds he, 'I will fast.cn the bags to one another, nllll, 

" hangiflg titoru.'S to them, let thcm.-down into the water instClld of anch,)rs, then tic up , .. 
the bags at bo~ eud8, and w~e~ they are upon the wa~r,. lay fascin.es upon them, and 
~over lhem With earth. I will m:a.kt!.you pte!lt!Otly IIetlSlbic (contmues he) thai you 

::aooot link., tOr every bag will beat:up two men. and the faacines and the earth will 
pre~ them from slipping." 
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• 
. cane, tied together side by.ide, and ill .hape resembling the classic . . 
oar of Grecian sculpture. 

We were conveYL.J aeross the river on these rafts, amid the 
cheering songs of the rowers: not however without wine alarm, 
from the smaHness of the vt:s.sel, compared with the wej~rllt of its 
lading and the rapidity of' the ~tream; the cddit·s of' which some
times whirled our little raft round and round, and defied the con
trouling power of the oar. 

This stream, the depth of which it is difficult, from the rapidity 
of its current, to ascertain by sounding, ran at the rate of about five 
milcs an houT ,vhen we cTru;sed it. 1 t .. soun'cs are said to he in 
the mountains of hoorwstan. about four Of tiV(~ days' journey to the 
eastward of this. It is, consequently, lower ill t.h(· spring and win
ter, an~ higher in the summer and auturnn .months; the first, from 
the mcitiilg of the snows, <4fld the st."Coud, from its augmentation by 
rains: but, from the nature of the hed. through which it flows, its 
waters are always clear alt~ ·~"v('et. The uaI~e of this "river here 
is Thcrba., or Zerb;l, as it is pronounced hoth ways by the peopk' 
of the country; and this, whieh is dist.inct from the two branches of 
the Kauzir Sou, which join together and run in one into the 'Tigris, 
is un'luestionahly the Great.er Zah of' the aneicnts, the Zabatus of 
Xenophon, and the Lyeus of Ptolemy. 

D ' Anvilte supposes an error, either in the text or the translation 
of the Arabian Geographer, Edrisi, when he says, that the Greater 
amI LeSSf!f Zah join (~ach other, and their unit.ed stream then equals, 
or evell surpasses, the half of the Tigris; " for," &1y8 the .French 
Geographer, " it il:l notorious that they do lIot join at all.". 

This is, however, too ribrid a criticism, as nothing is more liable 
to change than the course of rivers, in flat countries like these, where 

" . 
• " n y a quelque defaut dans la traduction de fEdrisi, ou Hie -trom~ IlIi~memc, 

dan8 la .uxii~me partie dll quatrieme climat. en di~\ qft leI! deux Zab, lonqu'ilB Be 
joignent (quando in unum clwescunt) egaJent ; t ~u~t meme Ia moitie du Tigre: 
cat if est notuin.· qu'ils ne sc joigncnt point. "-D'~ncille 8Ur r Ew.pMate et Ie Tfs1'e. 
~o. Pari .. 1779. . . 
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the points of unlon and separation, particularly wnen tne branches 
themselves are ncar ea.ch other, may be subject to many and fre
quent alterations, Neither is it impossible, that the Arabian g~ 
grapher mil(ht have spoken of the two branches of the Kauthcr, or 
Kauzir Sou, as I understood the people of the country, who spoke 
very imlistinetly, t.o call the two branches which we passed between 
Karagoash and this place, The!!!e really do unite, and are but then 
about equal to half the breadth of' the Tif,ms; while the Greater 
Zah, at the point of it.s discharge into that river, appeared to the 
Grt.'Cks, according to XClIophon, to be as large as the Tigris i~eli~ 
and at the point. where we crossed it W~L-; certainly fUlly so,· 

This rivl'J' is l'<lHed the LYCllS, by Ptolemy ~ and it is apparently 
its rapidity, says U"Auvillc, which, by a comparison with the fury 
of' a wolf: has oCl'asiollt...u. it to lx~ caned, in Persian, Ab-e-l),jetumn, 
or the Furious Water, In Pliny, it has .the name of Zerbis, which 
is just its prl.'~mt one, 'with It Greek tC~lllillation; and hy Xenophon 
it is ('"tIled Zahatus : ami hy other andcnt writers, Zabus, all evi
dently varintiolls pf the same won:l.1-

Nicolaus of I)amascus relates, that Antiochus:J: erected a trophy 

• This rh·er. at tlie ti lll(' that X CIIClplll1ll alul tht, '1\'11 Thousand J~w;.~d it in thdr 

retreat, was fUlir hundred fl'l," t ill Im'lulth. The mode i~l wllk h tllt,y cros~d owr is 
nnt d C!lCril)l.!(I.-Al/flf..,+,Jih. iii. . 

The fonowin~ is Wh:lt Otter, 11 curious hul l' Ul'S(\\'Y tran-lIer, (lhservt'S of tnt! Zah:
d L e Zah !Ie jettc dam; Ie Tigre, l\ deux jOllrnt-<\s pillS hus !Jue i\!ollim), Au-desSOUS de 

Hadiec, autrefoj .. capitale lie LX! pa)'I<, Ehul-I'\,(h dit 4uc Ie Zah It. e ll' appcllc Mcdge

noun, ou Ie furieu x, ;\ CUUS(' tiL' S/1 rapiclitc. Au rapport du Gcogmphc Turc, UIl It donne 
ce nom a un(' ri "ii're llpp'~II ('(! Zil),'!r, qui -pnss(' par Ie pays d'AmruUa. Les Zibaris ont 
,!tc nommcs ainsi a \:aullC qu'il~ habitent sur scs hords. 'C'('!I( pcut..ctre 1& Ifl'!me rivicrc 

sott,8 dif('~rens nmm." -Tollle i. PI" 147-14H. 
t .. Le Grand Zab est llPpclJ.C LYl·US uan!> l' toiemee. et c 'est apparcmment sa 

rapiditJ, qui, pur nn {:omparuisoll _ "'C un Luup, Ie fait ftppcil('r ('1\ Person,' AIl-t.,
djtmoun,' ce"11ui signific, 'Eau furicuSl.~: Lc nom tIe Zerhis, ~ )Us k'((u('l Ie Grand 

Zab paroitdaDs PUne, (lib. vi. ,cap;'W,) C!4t remartf11&hle, en cc qll'il sc mainticnt dans 
Je paysllI:eme, comm!:! Thc\'enot etTavernicrcon~urcnt a nOIll\! en instruire, ell ccri,"ant 

Zarb,~-U An~iIle ~r fA'upkrate t:t 'k Tigre, JI. 90. ' 
" . :. ''Fhis lVU Antiochus the Seventh, - or Sid~tc';;, and not ...1ntiochus th~ Tenth, or 

Piu~"-'ough the latter was C!41ed. as Josephull tlaVIh Antioch~s the Pious, from his 
great r.eal .for religion, 
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on the bank of the river Lye"s, upon his conquL'St of J m!ates, the 
general of thc Parthians. Josephus, who has PrL'SCrvL>d this as a 
testimony of the good disposition of Antiochus towards his nation. 
add."" « It was at the desire of Hyrcanus that. this was done, bc"Cause 
it was such a festival Ul'rivcd to them trom their fOTL-i'athers, on 
which the laws of the. Jews did not allow them to travel." These 
two days of rest 'rete OCC<lsioncd by' the feast of Pentecost fallinl( 
out on the day f()Uo\\1.ng the sabbath, as the same writer himself 

obrorve,.· 
1: W c were received, on our landing on the opposite bank of' this 

riv:if.hy the chief of the village, seated above the cliff here, and 
• 

called by the same name as the rafts, on which we had crossed the ' 
:-;tream, namely KclJck. The village itself was small, and stood on 
the brow pf a clif!; presenting the ,"IIlC appear.ncc of pudding-stone 
as those seen OIt the eastern }J<lnk of the river. The roofs of the 
dwellings were all Rat, though, on t.he other side of' the stream, 
they were coni~l: we could learn no other reason .than long 
tablished custom, for this difference. . 

The people on the north of the Zah arc mostly Christians, ' of 
t.he Greek 'church; and there are whole villages in which only the 
Syria() language is spoken among themselves. The people of the 
village of Kellek were Yezeedis, differing in SOltlc points of belief, 
the partic.ulars of which we could not learn, from the Yezeedis of 
Sinjar, and considering themselves therefore as a distin'ct race. The 
party of the Sheikh, his children, and their dependants, who enter
!ained us with coffee on the beach, were the handsomest group of men . . 
thai I had ever seen together, of the same number, m any part of 
the world; indeed there was hardly one of them, tl1at, taken indi
vidually, could not have been admired in any country for hi. beauty 
of ·person and elegance of form. 

Few as these villagers ...... e in number, they guard this passage of 
the rivcr as their own, and boast of their being independant or all 
the P ... has around ,them. They trmted n. with an attention' and • • • 

" 
Joscphu~ Ant. .Jud. lib. xiii. cap- H. 
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civility that proved how well they could behave.to stl'3,\lgers, who 
respected their i"dependence, and paid the moderate demands which 
they made for the passage of their river; but it was said, that they 
were intrepid defenders of those rights when invaded, aDO were as 
remarkable for their ferocity against· their enemies, ~s for their 
urbanity to those with whom they were at peace. 

They considered the place 'of their origin 'to be the mountains 
of Koordistan, and among themselves. generally ~ke the language 
of that country, though Turkish wa. C<lually familiar to them. The 
Koords have been, in all ages, remarkable for their love of in"'
pendenr.e; a blessing which the nature of their country"","", 
-them casily to retain, since its lo~l features arc rugged mountainS, 
narrow passes, confined valleys, inaCCL-"Ssihlc heights, and l->aSily 
defended positions. Strabo remarks, that the Parthians, whose 

~ , " . 
territories were upon the banks of the Tigris, were formcr1y called 
Caru.uchi," and the character of these ]larthians is wen known. 
The retreat of the Ten Thousand Greeks t!lough .cir country gave 
Xeljophon an opportunity of bearing 1<-'Stim'~ny to their being then 
a warlike nation, and not subject to any King ; a state in which the 
greater part of the country has continued ever since.t 

While we were regaling on the banks of the river, and learning, 
from our cntertai¥rs, that there were many other villages along 
the Tigris, and the plains to the eastward of it, peopled by Y czcedis 
of their own sect, the Tartar Jonas was heard to hail for the keJleks 
to be sent over for him on the other side. He soon after joined us, 
iav;shing his abuse, both on Ali and myself, for having dared to 

IwallOW up the meal, prepared chiefly on his account, at Karagoash, 
and for presuming to leave that village on our way without him. . . 

. When the rage of this angry Turk had spent itself in impreca.
tions, and ,the necessary payment was made to the Yezeedi chief of 
the pass of KeJlek, we set forward on our journey together, Jonas 
haTing. IUmself t}l.e best horse, · and now f taking the lead, as if to 

• Spehnnn's Cyrus, p. 111. , 
t 1\Iu1('ollT~'s History of Persia, \"01. i. p. , ~45!, · ~· 
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punish US for our offen . by the only means within his power: for· 
• all his terms of abuse being exhau ted, he kept U~ on one continued .,. 
gallop, at the rate of eight or nine miles an hour, though the ground 
we went oyer was a tony and d . rt tract, and a constant succession 
of ascent and descent, so as to render it unusually fatiguing. We 
were f~voured, however, by a bright moonlight, so. that no accident 
occurred to any 0 . though it req ed not only sure-footed beasts, 
but animals reall familiar with the road, not to have fallen with 
us at the rate we galloped. 

It was near midnight when we reached a large village, lIed 
Ain Koura, having travelled, since leaving ellek, on e baDks of 
the Zarba, about . twenty-four miles in a south-easterly direction~ 

Young Ali, the Tartar, having been nt oft' at a foreed gallop, about 
a league before we' the village, to prepare for our reooption, 
every thing was in order when we arrived; and n w aligh 
carpets, cushions, pipes, coffee. were all y prepared, and an 
excellent supper set before us, after which we lay down .. on soft amI 
clean s, on the terrace, to sleep. 

• 



CHAPTER VII. 

FROM AIN KOURA, BY THE A ' I F.NT ARBELA, 

OUR repose was sweet, but short; for our slumbers were broken , 
• by th hoarse voice of Jonas, bell~wing through the court ju t 
the moon was setting, and not more than three hours after we had 

. n own to rest. '. 
While h horse were saddling, the Tarta and myself sa 

1.0 a breakfast of roasted fowls, cream, honey, and sweetmeats; 
• 

an tood at each of our elbows with a bottle of strong 
cup to upply us at our pIe ure. It i difficult to de-

much th villagers, who were all yrian Chri tians, 
awe of th Turkish letter-carri on whom th y 

....... ~-- stood around not' than 
emp1W-(tshes 
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basons ready for washing-Oue holding the soap and another the 
towel-the humbler one-; among them being content to have tht' 
hoots of the ride,", ready for them whon they rose from the ''''rpet : 
and all, indeed~ set>ming anxious to make themselves in some way 
or other sllbservient to the pleasures of these lordly tyrants. 

Large doses of arraek were swal~owed, both by Jonas and AJi, 
though the fonner"secmL"<i. to pride himself on his pre-eminencc iu 
this, as well as in all other respects; and, even at this early hour of 
the morning, he emptied two full hottles tor his share. I was my
self obligt.-d to drink, almost to intoxication, though a much less 
quantity than that swallowed by t.hem would have disabled me from 
proceeding: hut the haughty Turk honoured me with-his per
mission to drink in hi~ ' presence, and this was granted. ·as a favour 
which it would have b""n an affront of the highest kind tG refuse .. 

We had no sooner descended into the court, Ulan the effects of 
thL~ exhilardting draughts began to manifest themselves pretty :UI
equivoe-dny. Jonas found fault with the horse that had Ix'on sad
dled for him, and insisted on itR being the worst of the stud, thoPgh 
it was an enviabl:y fine creature, and worth any thn."e of the others 
put together. Ali, not to be behind his comrade, had all the bag
gage-horses loaded aff($ h, and changed his own saddle to tw.o 'If 
three different hol'SCS in suc(.'Cssion, until he condemned them ·all as 
tilt; wo..,;t group of animals that God had ever assembled together 
Hince the brute cfeation were first named hy Adam. 

The poor Syrians bore these vexations with so much patience, ' 
that they might he ;,aid literally to have fulfilled the injunction, " If

.... man smite th~ on the one cheek, turn to him the S'ther~" 
The very want of some resis~nce to this treatment was, however, a 
cause of fresh vexation to the Tartars; since they inferred. from it,t 
that their tyranny had not heen felt as an annoyaD<-e ; so that, 
handling their whips, one of them exclaimed, "What! you ·will not , 
he angry, then. }$y God, but we will make ye so!" and laid about 
him with the fury. of a · madiac. Ali contented ·hiihs~lf with the 
use til the whip· onIY, saying. that as. they were bullocks, ""d.dIuIes,· . . .. , ., 
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and asses, and brute beasts, this was the only " punishment fit for 
them; but Jonas, having rC(''eivcu sollle ~ndignity from a young lad, 
who spit in his face and ran of!' taster than the other. could pursue 
him, drew his yatagan, and chased those ncar him with this naked 
dagger in his hand, till they flew in every direction; and he, at last, 
in the rage of di~appointmcnt, threw it with all his force amidst a 
group of' thrt..'C or four who were near him, an~ shivered its ivory 
handle by the fall into twenty pieces. The only regret that he ex
I}resscd was, that the blade had not buried itself in some of their 
hearts, instead of the weapon thus thlliJlg uselessly on tlw grouncl 
After ~uch conduct, none of t.he people could be prevai~ed on to 
approach us, though at least a hundrc>() of the villagers stood aloof 
gazing at these two enraged Turks, and Hying at the least symptom 
of pursuit. ,V c were, thercfi)re, obliged to finish the sad<Jling of' 
opr own hors(.'S, and to mount, aJld leave the leaders of the baggage
horses to follow us when' their fears had iol:ubsided. 

It was not yet daylight when we 1eft the village of' Ain Koura, 
aixl going now in a dirt.'Ction of' south-south-east, over a partially 
r.ultivated <,:o\ln1.ry for ahout four miles, we ('ame, just a.') the sun 
was rising, to the town of Arevl'Cl, or Arbccl, for it is pronounced 
in. both these ways hy its OWII inhahitants, 

This was the largest place that we had yet seen sin(.'C leaving 
1\fousul, and its population was reported to ex(.'Ced ten thousand, 
haU' of whi(:h mny he nearer the truth. The people arc t'hiefly 
Moha1!1.medans, \V c sa"'· here two tolerable mosques with minarets, 

extensive, and, even at this cluly hour, well-filled bazars, streets 
'.!faded by awnings of leaves and branches suppo..oo by poles, many 
1,;,,00 dwelling-houses of sun-dried bricks, and a number of wo1l

dresst'd. people 

_ he following il'i the brief notice given of this place by Rauwolfl·: -" TIll.' Ins! 
day of l>eor..mber we travelk>d on, and came through weD-tilled fields about night into' 

the t4wn Harpel, which is pretty large. but very pitifullt built, and miserably snr_ 
-fttuDde<i with walls, 80 that it might easily be tpken withour any great ~trcngt.h or loss, 

\:tl¥re ~e ruted again the next day, being the Sabbath, Q.~d.on the same day fcD Nl'W_ 

Vear', D.y.-p, 164. 
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The princip.l feature of t.his town is a large castle, seated on 
an eminence in the centre, looking. from a distnnt'e, like the castles 
of Ernessa and Aleppo in Syria, lind ~'<]ual\y as lar!,,,, as either of 
tlJese. The mound on which it is elevated is of a square fhrrn, 
raised on an inclined slope; and though of great extent, is, no 
doubt, the work of human lahour, as fhr at least as the shaping 
and C".clsillg of its t'xterior with stone, though the inu'rior hasis of 
the strudurc is perhaps tl natnral hi]1. " ' ithin the walls of the 
castle, which are constructed of bri('k, tlWT(-, arc many inhabited 
dwelling-houses, though the most ('xb .. 'm;iyc part of th<: town i~ 

spread around the foot of' the citadel. 
The united testimonies of all mooern g('ographer~ agree in ad

mitting this to be tlw site of the allcient Arhela, 'Vh08C name it still 
retains_. It was to this place, that Dariu!' r(,treated, after the battle 
of Gaug.lmela,* flying: under the (:oyer of the night, from dw troops 
of AI(~xandeT. He made no stay here, hut hastened into Media, to' 
recruit his army, while the Maccdonian conqueror. fbllm"ing up hi~ 
advantagt'S, arrived soon after him at Arhela. The city instantly 
surrendered to him, and put him in possession of considerabl(~ 
spoilR, consisting of the royal furniture and equipabYC of Darius, 
four thousand talents in money, and aU tlw riche:;; of the arrqy; 
which had '",,,n Ielt there ill his fligbt. 

D'Anville observe" that though it is usual to apply the Ilame of 
Arbela to the battle which lost the Persians the empire of Asia, 
and gave it to the Greeks, yet it is always spoken of a.~ a very small 
place by Strabo, Arrian, and Plutarch. Straho adds, in3~..,d, says this 
writer, that Darius, the son of' Hystaspes, had destined this place·to 

... This battle Ilappcned in the month of Octl/ber, much about the same time of the 
year in which wa.~ fought the hattie of !ssus, two years before, and the p1ace *lIen it 
was fought was Gaugamcla, in Alisyriu; but that being a small village, and of no note, 
they would not denominate flO famous a battle from 80 contemptible a place, but called 
it the battle of Arbela, tdu!IC that .WUII the next town of any note, though it were at 

• 
the distance of above twcl),c miles from the field where the blow wu.truck."-Rri-
deuutlJ'. Cm.nectum '1 the Old and New T&tament, pp. 71+, '[15. 
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the maintenance of the camel which hat! carried his personal bag_ 
gctge in his expedition against the Scythianso-

By some of the ancient geographers, this town of Arbela is 
plact..-d on the" river Lycus;t but, as we have St."eIl, it is nearly thirty 
miles to the south-east of that stream, supposing this to he the ""me 
with the Zai>atus, Of Zarba, as before assumed. D ' Anville seems 
to have had very imperfect materials to guide him through this 
part of Alexander's route, though, in his dissertation, he hlames 
Ptolemy, and quoles Arrian, after which he fixes Arbela on the river 
Caprus, 01' the lC!-Iser Zah, which is equal1y far from the truth, as 
there is no stream sufficiently ncar to Arhecl, for this town to be 
considered as scated on any river at all. 

\Vith regard to the observation of this geograpJu~r, that Arbela 
is always spoken of as a <~mall place: it may have been originaJly a 
very inconsiderable one; ,but Strabo says, that Arbela was adorned 
by Alexander, on account of his victory there, and that a mountain 
or hill in the neighbourhood of it (probably indeed the one on 
which the castle i!-l now built) was called NicatoriWi, to commemo

rate the same evcnt.t 

• "Quoiqu{' il soit d'usagc d'appliqUt~r iI· mUll tJ'Arhclks (Arhdn, qui cst au 
plurid,) a une falllcusc hatnillc qui fit pcrdn· uux Pl'rscs J'clllp;re d"Asie, pour Ie d"nner 
aux Grecs, c'cst tOllterois sous )e nom d'un trl's petit li('u tlll'it en cst parI:! uans St rabon, 
llllllll Arriell, <'t dUllS lllutar4u('. Strawn ajouh~ sur cc sujet, 'Iue DoriulI, hi" d'HYII
taspe. a,,()itdcstill{~ t..'C lieu;\ ,'cntrelit'll dOun chmnc8u qui untit porte Ie bagage proprc 
a sa pcrsonm' dans • .m expedition wntrl' Ics !kythes .... -D·.41wille lIur r Euphratt: et Ie 
Tigre. p. 00. 4111 • 

... t &'C the authorities (or this position, l(uoted by Lcmpricn'. 
: The eunftictiuh h'stimonil's, 1101 only of diH'en~nt writers, but of the SUIllt' histo

rian., in variolls portions of tht·ir nurratiws, un the positiun and events of the battle of 
ATbe~ require tn ht, anlllyzccl and (~omparro. 

Artial, in his history of the E~"I)('(litioll of Alexander, says, thnt the whole anny of 
DariUBCOl\!dsted of forty thousanrl hOTM!, a fnillionof foot, two hundred hooked chariots, 
and about fifteen ell'phants. which arrived from the parts Fyond the river Indus. 
With' thete forces Darju~ l'fll'amped at G.i.ugamdjl, llpon the hanks of the river DUIll3-

dus, 1Ibo~t six bundred "tadia distant from Arbela, i~ a coun~ e,'ery where open and 
champaign; fOT whatever inequality was in the surface of the earth thereabouts, amI 
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Our stay at Arbela was but just sufficient to watel' our horses, 
and take a cup of coffee at one of the houses in the streets, with 
our bridles in hand : ,"",hen we set forward ab"llin on our journey. 

whale\'t'1' it wa~ dC'CIllt!(1 l,tluld hl' any illlJ>L'l:lillwnt lu the armoo duriots, WI1~ all 
levelled by till' 1\'rsjaH~. Hud B1:uh· ('ulll l1lodious for tlwm to wh('C1 found upon. :FOI" 
Darius was persuail("(l h.Y ~JIIW of his followers, that th t· dt·f(·at at hilus was chiefly 
occasioned hy til(' narmwncs!; of Ih(' plac.:c of encampment , and thi s he easily 1K'lien'(l . 
(buok iii . (,hap_ \·iii.) In II unit;' fill this passagt" til\' ( hie translutur of Arnnn (knokc) 
~X~"" the cnlltratiictitlll of Curtius'll e~timal(' ...... it h r<'gard to thl' 1l111l1bcr of the 
] 'crs;1I11 troops in this Mule. which. ill 0 111.' place, II(- makes fort.Y-tin~ thousund horst' 

and two hUTlrlrt·cI thousand (()Ot, (hook iv. chap. xii,) a nd in /t li' lther stall'S, thai it 

was mort" numemus hy onc ha lf I hUll the arnl~' thilt Da rius hllli in C ilicia. (bonk iv . 

('ha p. iii .) whi(:h army he hillli;t,lf makes to l'ollsi~t of ~ixl.v-tlne thousand !wo hun

deroo horSt'. and two hundr('{J and !wI>nty thousand fOOl , hcsit \(-lI thirt), thouSIlnrlllll'rcl'_ 

naries.' .JlIstin (hook xi. dlnl)' xii. ) n,-cktllls (hcll! at lUll' !Iunllrro. thuuSlUli1 horse, and 

fOllr hundred a nd four thou!<IIud fuut: llitlll"rlJl; S ieulu!' (book X\·jj. dlap. xxxh.) 

at tWI) hundn'<i tilou"''l.lId hursc, a(l(1 eight Inmtin'<l thousand foot; and I'lular<"h. in hi}; 

life flf Alexander, !<a)'s, that till' whole numl lt.- r of horM~ And foot l,oJ,"<.'th,'r mrul(' .Ip n 

million. These !lCI~ounts vary much ; hul fmlll th t -1lI Ill St ) it may lit' inferrt'tl, that the 

Pl'rsiau forlX' wal; pmt.ligiHusly num<.' ruus. Th,' tr,l l\slator of Arriun agAin IIt:cU~S 

Curtiu ~ of ('ontrmlictiulI, ill sa),iu,l(, lhat the field of ballll' \\'116 all Il'n-IIL'f1 h,\' th '-' 

Pt'rsians, (hook iv. l'ilap. ix _) nnn tllI'll placing l\1a~Il'us wilh a pa rty Oil II hill ttl di to

cm'er the <'nl-mil; IHO\· ('U1,-nl ~ . (bouk iv, chap. xii .) But it is plain th .. -rt, wert' such 

hillocks near till' l-,rJ'tlUlld. a.~ Arrian hjlll~lf stlys, thai when Alcxander marched from 

Arbela III the St.'Cond ~'atch of the nig ht , in (Jrd~'r that he miJ.,:'flt ht, rcmly to attack the! 

PC'rsi.ans b)' btl'uk 'If lin.y, he halta l within six ty stadia of thl' Per.; iun camp, IUld both 

armi('S ran~al thcnl:<dvcs ill battl!;' arrny, from ttl(' iniorlllatiull g1\'CIl of t'llch other's 

positions by their spit·s, !\!'I the tlrmil'S tht'm:iCI\'~ Wt'rl' nllt yet corn(> within !light of 

each nth!;'r, for some slllall hillucks I.v inl{ in tlw middlt! hindi-nod them. But~ adds tht~ 

same historian, wh(~1\ Alt-xamlcr had ad"ancl't l with hi ,; army almnst thirty Madia, ht' 

amvLod at thc~ hillo(:ks, from whence he had II fuJI view of the Barharian camp. 

(hook iii. (~hap. ix .) Alcxalldf,:r, in hi!l IJUN;uit of Darius, 'I·ho was fly ing towards 

E cbatana, in .l\1uiill, cm :tsl'(l the river Lyells, and IIllldt, a halt there; it being night, and 

hi ll I!oldiers and 11O(');CS 1I<'<'f ling refreshlllent. After HOme rest. they set out again at 

midnight, and marching fHrwurd, nmv("(1 at Arbela the next clay, after having punmed 

the fugiti ve!! ~ix hundred lItadia. (hook iii . c. 15.) Jt if! evident, from thi~, tha.t the battle 
wall fought as far 011 tll('~'cst sidl' (If the Lycus, a'J Arbel4 ill on the east of it; and that 

the battle should, tll('r(>fore. have heefl callt.'lI the battle of Gaug~la, from the n~eet 
village to the scene of :iction. or tile battle of the Bumadua. frOm the river on wl,OM!. 

bank" the armi{!fl Wl're f"lIcampcd. Arnan, himlK'lf, in a. digreuiOll which he makea, to 
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-On going out of the town to the southward, we noticed a fine 
tall minaret, now isolated, and in ruins, though the green tile-facing 
of its original exterior was still vi~ible in many places, and from i~ 
size and style of ornament, it must have been attached to some con
siderable mosque." 

uft'cr a few stricturt's on hillturians generally, hils M.lIIIC Ix!rt incnt remarks on this subjeet . 
He says, "in the same manner, the lust battle with Darius (from whenct· he took hi.~ 

Right and continUt1J it from place to place, till/\(' wa.'i scizl-O hy Bw;sulj and slain upon 
Alexander'!; approach) i .. us (:onfidclltly ft'portetl to ha\'e been fought at Arbela. as the 

pn.'CL-ding OJlt' W8lS at J..,:.us, and the first L'quesirilill hattie at the river GrlUli\~us. Thl' 

tirst ~Iucslrian Imttle rt'ally happcnL-d Oil the tJ1wk s of the river Grllnicus, as did the 
otllt~r at h sus; but Arhda is distant frum the field where this last battle wtlS fought, 
six hundr~'(J , ur ut least li Ve hundred :.wulia. For both Ptolemy and Ari stobulm' ru;surc 
liS, that the :!Cent' of this last actiOIl with Darius was at Gnllg-amda, 1l,pUl~ the river 

DUlIIadus. And wlwrcas Gaugalll~la ""lUi un1), an O",;(: U/'I' village, and ti,e ISOtmd uf 
its nallle nut gratc.·ful to the ear, ~he glory of llml haUIc.' has m't'li ("onfl'rreti on Arhela, 
11."1 thl' chi~'f t;ity ofthe . .;t' parts." liut, he ask!l, •• if tl.i s hattie IIIBy ht> l'aid 1(. have IwclI 

fought at Arhell1, which wus really fought at;;o gn'31 Il di stallce from it, wh)' may lIot 
the naval 1I('lioll at Salamis be 8SI,·ribc.,d to the Corinthian hthmus, or that at Artemi_ 
si ulII . in th,' islmul Euhu'a, to Egina, or Suuium ?'. (btlOk \·i. c. 11.) Curti us, indeed, 
wi". mUst he e.:onlcsSl.u to have 1}t)c1l a must illat.:curate g<..'Ographer, io one plact' 

(h(luk iv. chap. ix.) plael"." Arhela on the Il·C~·/. of Iht~ Tigris, and, consequently, far 
remote frullI I,jlher til l' I.Yl'us or th~' BUIIU1I11IS: though in the MlnC chapter. he places 

it on the I'ast (If iI, (IH)()k i\·. t:hap. i:<.) lh· (:all:. it Illso an illcolI"idcrabie \'ilIagc, 
and memorable.' for nothing but 1'01" this battk \.Il'hl'L'Cn AlexalJ(\l·r find Darius; but, in 
addition tn the oppusing testimony of Arrian, Strubo sar, expressly, Ihlt.t it was II 

large fity. umlthe mpitn.l of a pn}\'inn'. (hook xvi.) Curtius stater; that Darius fl.-.d 
frolll tht! field of hattl(~, which wa~ at Gaugamda, lu:(:ording to Arriao, Strubo, and Plu_ 

tarch, aud rcnched Ar\H.·la at midnighl, (book \'. chap. i.) But, be .. idt's that thi s is 

making Arhdtl. too fl{'nr to the set'ue of U('t.illll , Arrian says, that Darins, imllwdiately 
after this hattJt', tid through the mountainous tract of Armenia into Medill, (book iii. 
chap. 16.) aml Diooorlis Siculus (hook x\·ii.) (:ontirms thil'l, by f.8.ying that he halitcJ\('(i 

away to EdNluna, which was the capital uf Ihat l'Olintry, withuut dlher of them D1l'll

tioning hill taking Arbela in tilt' way. Curtius. indt~I, gOL'S tiO far as to say, that Alt'X

.aQd€J' was driven from Arbcln I:i(Xlllcr thun he iutcndl'(l, by the stench of the dead car
ca.&e61eft unburied on the liclcl of hattie; (h()(.)k \'. chap. i.) but as this is so expressl,. 

stated' to have ~Il six hundrt .. l !ltaclie. distancc. buch an extensixe corruption of th(' air, 
from this caWiC. is hltX'dl y cl't'di·ble . . 

• Pliny speaks of' ~singula.r stone called Belu!!, found at tnis place:-" Tht, slont' 

called Belus' e,e is white, and h"s 8. peculiar propt'rty, which causes it to glith'r lik(' 
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Our course was still directed to the 8Outh-south-east, and the 
country over which we travelled was mostly waste and destitute of 
villages. The stage was long, the hor..,. jaded, the sun scorching, 
the air on fire, the soil parched, not a breath of wind from . the 
heavens, and no water on the road. \Vhcn we had been six hours 
on the full gallop, having ridden nearly tifty miles, we arrived, ex
hausted with thirst and fatigue, on the banks of the Altoun Sou, or 
Golden Water, which, to U~, at this moment, seemed richly to de
iCrvc its name. 

We cntt-red the toWlI of Altoun t<; uprec, or the Golden Bridge, 
so called from its having a fine lofty arch over the Altoun Sou, and 
never did repose aud shelter seem to me more welcome. We had 
met large troops of Arab horsemen on the way, who seemed bound 
on some predatory expedition, though they did not molest us; and 
we exchangctl salutcs and inquirici' \\~th two Tartar~ from Bagdad, 
who were themselves es(!ortcd hy a troop of Arab horse, from the 
same tribe ai' those we had met before, to guard them r;om cxpeded 
enemies in thl~ way. We had additional reaSOIl, therefore, to con
gratulate ourselves on a safe .arrival, and this ("~nsideration gave in
creased sweetness to our repose. 

\¥hen we werc refreshed by a slecp of three or four hours, I 
procured a guide, and took a ramble on foot through the greater 
part of the town, for which there was yet time, as the hour of our 
departure was fixed at sun-set. 

Altoun Kupree, or the Golden Bridge, consist. of two ""parate 
portions or quarters, each of them tolerably large, and each having 
thdr own separate hazar. and markets of supply. The Altoun Sou, 
or Golden Water, as the river is called, has two branches, one of 
which runs through each of the separate portioDs< of this town; so 

gold." This stone, for its singular beauty, ill dedicated to.Belus, the most &aered god of 
the Aa5yri&rul. There il 4;Oother ,tone called BelulI, found. acoonling to DemoeritUI, 
about Arbela, of the size of a waloot, and in the manner and form of gluB."-Plfn. 
Nat. Hut. book xxxviS.. chap . . 10. . 
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that, on entering it from the one sidl~, it is ne(~€ssary to pass over a 
bridge; and, on quittmg it by the other, to go out over a similar 
onc, each of" them heing formed of a ~illglc m·(·h, alld both being 
steep, lofty, and wide. The united population of' these two quarters 
of the town is cstimatl'd, by the inhahitants themselves, to cX('ced 
twenty thousand; hut., from what I ohserved of the siz~ and huiltl
ing~ of the plac.-e, I think thc number eould not be greater than 
six or seven thou~lId at most. These are chiefty Mohammedans, in 
equal proportions of Arabs and Turks: so that both these languah't.'S 
arc well understood among them. The complexions and features 
of' t.hl: p('op4c already i>eb'<lll to wcar a southenl look, resclllbljn~ 
those of' the Arabs of Yemen much more than those of the upper 
part~ of Syria. The dresses were like those of Muusul, dJicfly light 
and gay-t~olotlrcd shalloolls and muslins, some of them indeed ~lmost 
tantaNtic from t.lll'ir variety of tillery. ] ohscrvcd hen', for the first 
time, the short-trimmed beards, whid, are usually worn by the 
Arabs and Pcrsianti along the low('f parts of the .Euphrates, and in 
the provinces of Sho()ster amI the low ("oulltries on the east of the 
Ti~rjs. 

The two branches of the Altoun · Sou, which run through the 
town, are neither so wide, so deep, nor so rapid as the stream of 
Zerba to the northward. Its wau.·rs arc, howev(~r, equally sweet 
and clear j and the rate of its current, at the prest'nt season, was 
somewhat less than four miles an hour, being f'Inyequal to that of 
the Tigris. These branches were said to unite themscives just bc
:low the town, and go in one to the Tigris, being navigable all the 
way from hence to the point of its discharge into that river near 
the village of Kdlek. ' 

This stream is, no doubt, the Zabatus Millor of Xenopholl, amI 
the Cap'lls of Ptolemy;" and its latter appellation, as opposed to 

.. . This appear~ to he the'same stream us that cros~'(l by Rauwolft' on his w"y from 

B~ to MOUl'lul, a!l well a." can be gathered. from the tii;.tanct'8 on hi!l rouh-, Ilml 
named bj'him in th~IOWing _ ,_" Aft., w< had joinoo him, we ,..,'n( fw," 

th~nce on t1te fifth illluary in a very hlUld:;OlllC number, 'for the merchant wone 
. 2 u 

• 
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that of Lycus, i,riv(~n to the former Oil aecouTlt of' the fury or rapidity 
of its wutt'rs, may, as IYAnvillp :'Iuggests, Ll' appropriately' used to 
sigllifY a stream less rapi(l ill its fOUrSl'. * 

Taking this n:~r the Lt':.;scr Zitb. antl the Zt'l'ha fur the grtmter 
one, a(',eording to the opinioJl of 111i:-o writer, the tOWI1 ami fortress 
of Arhela is thcli s(!ated just hctwt'('11 these two streams, exactly in 
the positioll assiglled to it. hy PtolclllJ . Till' Frcneh ~L>()graphcr 
reproaches Ilim wit.h error in so doill~, while he commits himself a 
brreater one ill attempting t,() ('Orl'('d the positioll ~iVCll to it uy this 
writ('f. SUUIl;! of the Greeks, as we Imn' SC('Ji~ plue('ti tilt.' town on 
the stream of till' L~·(: lIs. or (;n'atel' Zah: and l),AllviH(' seats it on 

the Caprus, or Les...;c.:'l' Zah. from hoth of whi<:h it is some tiistllHec it 
~o that Ptolemy is t.heretort· more (:ol'r('('t them t,'itht'r in placing it 

hctwccil them, 

had ahout fifty ('mlld ~ UJulllss('s, whidl Wt'n' Hil ly lu:ult·n with ;,!auis, wilh him tU('arry to 

t:arahl'mit, (Kara .A IIlitl) 11·lh.'rC' he li\'\'d , ami t~) ~l' lhl f rOlll tht't1('I' to AI.PI)(), wlwrt, th('y 

are bought hy UW' IIIl·rt'halll ~, If) he St'llt iutllllur ef)ul1tr}" ~(l we Iran,lIl >c llll1 tilly long, 
aud alS() half 11ll' Ili~ht t with"ut l'ating or ,Irinking. \'l'r," fast. an~1 hl';,!tln tu rl'sl abuut 

lIlidlli~ht. Afll'r \n~ had for tlw rl'llulining parI of thl' night hardly rt.'frt.'''}ll'd our 
I)('asts and uur!>l:\ves nitil l'llfin~ and drinkill;,! a little. WI' hrokio HI) agn;n heforl~ dBy
light, 10 gu un in fllll' way. \\'ht,,, we W('rl' ,t.(',m(· 11 ,,"<Iod WIly through fruitful and 

pll'ao;ant "1l1h'ys, we CUffi(' 1)('lilll~ '" to ullolhl'r rivI'r, hy )101.'111), mll(,u Caprus, which, 
ahlmugh it is not \'(· r.\' hroad, yd it is very dt.'ep. 1'() that Wl' hwl much to do to gt't. 

thmugh, which I found not without II grt'Rt delrillll~ nt to Ill)' plunh, ': 'hich I carnt'tl 
011 horsdmck heron' 1111',"'-1" 1().'j • 

• " U' IlC'tit Zah, 1I0n1ll1': Caprus dans Ptolonlec, ICe tillt' peut Ie frun! croire moins 

pret.'ipitc dans SOl) ('oun IIUt' Ie Grand Zab, I·st appcllc en IElIl~m' Turque. qui est un~ 

dialectc Turt.'lrt', ' Altnun ~'II,' ,~ jgnjfiant ' Rivi i: re d'Or.' " -J)',Aunillt! !ftlr r Euphrate, 
,~f. Ie Tig7f';. PI'" un, tlo. 

t .. The i.csscr Zah falls illto tilt' Ti~risltt Len or A~:"cn: the Greater Zah, at 
Haditha. or th;rt.v_six miles higher, 'Tlwy a1'<' lurge riven;, both tOJ:,pcthcr equal to half 
tht Tigris. Tht"y urc written indifferently Zllha, An-7.u.ba, or Dh&\'n, A~iavll, bolh 

frolll n)'", Chaldaic, and )~t, ZE'Cb, lZllh,) llt'brew, a wolf. Hence A~"o •• and Ptolemy's 
misnomer ' Lcukus,'-S"hulfer'A' Vita, ,\'nlrzditti. lnde.f) Geog. 'Jo'iuviull _Zabus.' It 
would have lll. ... ·n all well if he had given n~ R good derivation of Kaprus. A w,olf, a 
wild hoar, and a tiger: arc proper a.lsociak-'R."-Vincent'. Corrurm:e of the AncitmU,-
I>io;~. 011 the liile of Opi~; vol. j, p, 5$40, Nole. ' . 
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It is not impos~jble but that. these two hrimelics of the AltOllH 
Sou may represent thc two Zabs~ of whidl the Arabian g'cographt·r, 
Edrisi, speaks, and whose separation and sllb~equent union, as de
scribed by him, is denied by thc ]<'rench critie; fhr thc deseription 
!liven of it will apply with c(lllal truth both to this strcaHl and 
to the Hauzir Sou. 

On our return to the house of the Aga, with whom ttl(' Tartars 
had put up, and which was 'in the southel'll quarter of the towll , 

we found an t'xeellent supper prcpal'l·d for us, of' whieh we all par
took together in an open room, overlooking- tIlt' st.rt~am fi 'olll a 
height. of fifty or sixty tt~('t, and having full ill "i('w h(~fore us, to the 
eastward. t.he loRy mountilills of K(lOrdistan <:ompletcly ca})pt·tl with 

snow. Thc prospcc:t opel! tn U~, froll1 the window of the room ill 
which we sat, W(l:-; altogether grand ami piC'tllrc'!\CjUl', cmbcaeing 
a rich. variety of ohjt!cts and great extf'lIt of'yicw. 'J'1,ough the ic.l)'S 

of' the sdtillg sun were now hurnishing tlU' shl'd(·d summits of' 
these hills in the Eal'it, Wl' hatl here in t.11<' low country a sultry and 

oppressive atmosphere : and, lIot.withstamlillg the plc'lItiful supply 
of iel" whieh was S<.'T\'(~ in Uowl:; of' :;herhct at our table, the noise 
of runnin~ water Ldo\\') and the sight of' snow-d~ld mOllntains in 
the di!;tancl', we courted evcr~' hrl'u th of air, hy fail s alHI other :uti:.. 
ficial means, to cool us in this hurning day. 

J,t, was liardy in considel'atiou of this opprc1'll'ive ;n~at.hcr, nud 
partly on al:count of the roads m'ing r('poru-'d to he now mud 1 ill_ 

rested to the southwartl amI alon~ our path, that SOllie thoughts 

were cntl'rtaiTll'd by the Aga of the t.OWII , who held himself re~'1JOn
sible filr our 8aft~ passage through his tcrritory, to semI us down by 

the river from hcu('e to Bagdad, on kcHcks ur rafts. This was a 

proPosition embraced with great eag(-'rnes~ by all ; amI we begall 

~ven to prepare for our (~ool trip hy wat~~r, so sanguine were we ill 
our hope8 of ease and rt'P0st' after the dh;lo('atinp; rides and ~cordl
ing ~sure thut we had hltcly undergolle. Our disappointmeJlt 
~a8/thereforc, p{oportionately ~cvcre: whcn we. leanlt t.hat , Irom 
HOlue unusual in-.uption of the navigation, by the Yezeedi", along 
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• 
the banks of the Altoun Sou, nntl the eastern edge of the Tigris, 
there was now no pas.'iinf,! by that way in safety, 

These Yezcedis, as far ;l!<i I could learn, were similar to thOlSe of 
Kellek, at the passa~c of' the Zarba, who trace their deSt'cnt from 
the mountains of KoortliJo'tan, alld L,(lIiSidt'f themselves a~ a distin<~t 

people from those of Sinjiir, though, like them, they an.~ said to pay 
divine honours to the c\·jl principle, as wdl as to the good. 

It is ohs('l'Vctl. hy the author of' t ll(~ Dissertation on the Tigris 
and the Euphrates, that thc Ten Thousand Greeks, in their retreat 
under XC1lOl.llOll. found 011 the eastern bank of the Tigris, between 
Ninc\'eh anll Babylon, and befol'e :set'illg t.he city of Cwnc or Senn, 
on the other hank, ",hi<:h is din.-,(,tly opposite to the point at which 
the lesser .lah dischargcfoi itself into tlw Tigris,· several villag-es 
helonging to the domain of the Queen Parysatis, the lUother of' the 
younger CYfUS.-PII.7.lJxuthh:Jt' "uKi, to whidl is added, Y,:::rle1ll dmllw~, 
that is to say, "the habitation of the ~ods," This samc , ;'ritcf 
goes 011 to observe, that as there arc, amon~ the Koo~, sOllie who 
foitill pr~'f\re the ancient religion of the Parsis, and admit of' honf,urs 
to the evil principle, a"i well as to tlw good, this tel'lIl of' Yezdem, 
which is applied in the plural, may <IS well mean the infcrJlal as the 
celestial divinities, and be applied to the habitatiolls of either the 
one or the other. 

It is t.rue, that Yczdan, in the singular, means God: hut, as it is 
applied in thc plural }wre, it would scarcely be thought far fetched, 

• " Lcs Di x Milles, dans J('ur rt'trnites, trollYC sur la rive uril'ntalc du Tigre, qui 

horde cc mClflf'pays, (t'ntrt~ Nincvc ct DabyJonc,) et (wantc)u(-' (I'avoir la vtic d 'une ville 
::'If I'antrc rive, C(' qui t'Sl CaMlC 0\1 ClU.'nn, ("i!>-a..'\'ill til' I'cntrct' du petit Zab dan~ Ie 
Tigre,) de;. villa~'l-'S tiu dOll1uine de la Reine Parysatis, mere de Cyrus Icjeune.-Pa·ry
Rulidis P(Jgi, l'lIxqucb e~ 1 ajnutc Ye:dcm oomuR, c'est-a-dire, 'I'habitation de!'; dieux,' 

Car Ie tcnnc )'I~ ,rri, propre it In diVinitc, l"lit C'mploye au pI nne! dans Yezdcm, mrnme 
en plusicurs autn.'!; idioms de rOncot·, IJ pcut mClUe avoil' lieu a rcgard des divinites 

infemah~ (;()mme dl~S celestes, dans 11m: religion qui, comme Ie Magismc, &dmet deux 
principes, I' un lill hien, }'uutre dll lIllll, SOUIl lell noms d"Horomaz ('t d'Anmane. Lt."i 

rscClt Kurdcs, lilli, C'TI ("'ollM'l'vant I'uncienne rdigion def! Persis, sont en horreul' all,," Ma

hometans. font Jlrofcs~inn de Be men~r In bit."nveillance till gcfrie mal-Caisant, COD\lDe 
du contraino."'-lJ'.AnviUe Bur fEuphrate ct le 1'igre, p. 96. ,;. ," 
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to interpret the expretision of Yezdem dom.u;, as t1u.~ habitations of 
the Yeza.-dis, or worshippers of Yezuan, the }Jceuliar name of God 
in their language; more particularly, as it is applied tu sever.tl vil
lag<.'S on the domain of an aueient ])ersian (~ueen, Pary~atis, the 
mother of the younger Cyrus. If this be atlmittt.-'{l, it will (.'orrespolltl 
with the actual, as well as the former, state of the country Iwre : 
for we had oUfse)vC!'! seen a village of these Y czeedis. who tra('(' 
thdr descent from the Koords and aueient Persians, now guarding 
the pass of the great<~r Zah. By them, we "'l're assurf:!d of' there 
being other "illa~{'s, peopled hy Ye1.ccdis, l'iimilar to themselves, 
both ill t.heir immcuiate neighbourhood, allli hetwL'eTi them and th(~ 

lesser Zab:"* Here, too, upon this last stn'am itself, we learnt that 
then' were still other viHagc:;, sC<lttercd over the parts t.hrough which 
it passed, beft,re it reaeheu the Tigris: ami that these \P~re tJ)C vcry 
people \\'110 now intcrr~ptcd the navig-at.ioll of' the stream, and pre
vented our dcsecnding to Bagdad Oil rafts hy the river.t 

As we smok{~d our {~\'enin~ pipeR with the Aga, and ttl{' principal 
resiuents of the town, who had ('()He( ~tcd imperceptibly, to inquire 

• Of th!' Ll'Nscr .lull, Otll'r ;;,ay;;: ,, ~uu;; palisalll(:s h.' 25. (.rhril , 17:H,) Alt01l1l 

Suui, (the Golden " ' ;Her,) fill' Eb"l-I'''~/;I appdle Zah_al_usgar, l·\,;;t_il_din~, 1(, lX'tit 
Zab, Qllui4u'il soit fort J.,:'rnnd. L(: h;''',srflpht: Turt: lIit IItt'il "il'nt dll }II!)'S tI(, Diar 

lx'kr. ct tlU'il St· j ctt(· dans Ie T igre a 1111 l,tldroit Ilutllm~~ T cndgl>-Bog-.u:i, oil iI .'" a d t.'.~ 

hauteurs, lil'S !lrbrcs ('t dl';; ruscau:..:, «ui ~c l' \'('nt 11(· retraitc au:..: Iiuns. ] .c JIll'Hll' pn:klltl 
(IUC la \'ille d 'A yOIlf ":toit situet' all (~\Jnfluant (III I,,-,tit Zuh et du Tigrt, ; 1lIfl.; ~ iln\·]) rt'ste 

UIICltn w~tiJ!:(' au.ltlurd'hui."-TolIIl' i. p. 149. 

t UauwolH' !lJlCaks of the existence of this mude of eon\,eyanct' in his day. •• The 

thirtiet h we went from thence, and about noon Wl' canw to a town caHed Presta, whit-h 

is ehi('fiy towan' s the nl'l'r whert.'HIl it Iidh, wry well fortifk-d , hut what th(' inhahitants 

caU that ri\'er l ,10 not relilember, hut according to its situatioll, it I1Il1st he that whirh 

Ptolemy cnlk>d Gurgus, which rUlls below into the Tigt:!c. In this Vlllcc thc), nlllk(· 

floats, whit·h, although tlll'y arc nut "cry big, nor ha\'l~ milch wond in them, y('t d\('y 

have abundance tlf hucks and gout skins blO\i']} lip. hung, or fixed 1I1l{1('rnenth the 

bottom, without doubt, by n~llson that they may load the more upun them, aud aj;;o:) 

becaulte the river iF; rnpitl , thut they lIlay have th(' less fcnr or danJ:,I"C '·. Oil t.hesl' Rllats 

t~ey :cany llevcral sortli of nu' rchandh·.e!>, but chiefly fruit, \·iz. fig~ almonds. ocihebs, 

nutl~ corR, wine, S98p, &c. a great part whclwf gocth f~ther into the J mlic!; ..... -

pp. 168, 164. 


