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the news from the City of the Faith, or Islamboul, as Constantinople 
is calk-d among the Mollahs and Muftis of the Turks, we were all 
alarmed hy the passage throu~h the town of it multitude of Arab 
horsemen, most of them so muffled up ahout the fil('t·, thnt theirc}'~ 
could scarcely he seen, all of them armed with lanct"'8 alld sword~, 

• and l1lO5t of them ~allopin~ b)', without aJ)swering the questions put 
to them, or even returnin:,.t thc' salute of' pl'a(·('. Neither tilt' nanlt'. 
the station, I~or the destination of th(:'~(' troop~ eould at fil'st h(' 
learm~t.l, until one of the ~ons of the Sheikh) who foll«:~wed in the 
rcar, alightl'(l <It the J\ga's dwpllin~: 1Iy whi('h we IC<lrnt, that it ww .. 

a friendly t.rihe going out to tht.· 1I0rthward, 011 all expedi t ion against 
another trihl\ who had en<'Toaehcd Oil their rights, and Wl'l'{' now 
indeed «m('amped Oil thc ('astem hord(,J' or tlu'ir t('rritorY. 

As.it was said by all, that. ad"antag(~ had heen taken of this 
tumult, by robhl'r~, who are n(.'n'r w;mtin~ here, to intc.st the !'Oaus 

with impunity, a guard of t(,1l of this fri endly tribe WI1S so)i('ited 
from tilt' Sheikh's ~()n, h)' the A~a, t.o prof(,(·t lIS as filr as' the danger 
was thou~ht to t.'xtelHl. This, 01(' 'yOUII~ lad, thou~h still a hoy of 
little more than fourteen ),l'ars of' a~( .. had tlw authority to grant., 
and nothing coulc.l mOrt' plainly mark the hi{!h degree of' respect ir. 
which the authority of A.rah ('hic·r. ... is held, than the I'TOIpptitude 
'with which, at least, a hundred horsemen asscmhlcd at tl)(~ orders of 
this child. J Ie himself now mounted a high hlnod mal'C ; and his 
furniture being ('ostl)" and his dre:-;s and arms of the v('ry best. kind 
in uS<' amollg the Amhs. nothing ('ouM he more int.eresting than tft'c 
figure he made, as he galloper) through tht' (:rmnl of .~ o;\'n fol
lowers, I}olsin~ his lanec, and ~iving it th(-· nnt.' tremulous 'motion of 
which it is ('apahlc when wdJ ba.lanc('{I, (~1lin~ out to his tri(.'(lmcn 
by name, and ordering them to follow him as he rode.· AU the 

" This will remind the reader (If X('nophon, of the dellCription given by that beau
tiful writer (If till' youthful {"nmlucl and Ilccomplit;hments of the elder Cyru!;, \lbo, at 
!til age Hult- l·X {".'x'(lin~ thut uf lhe ylIl lll,t.t Arah chief. Wall distinguillhc..'l:l by equtil 8kill ' 
in hOl'llCrDlUIShip, and II,\; II dl..'gTt't· or prudence which excited the wonder of, the 
MooilUl rnonardl.-Sel! the CYNI/NCfJia, hook i. 
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Arabs arc exceedingly lond of this display of horsemanship, and 
skilfUl management of arlllS; and it must be confessed, that when 
~he animals are of a high cast, the accoutrt~ments good, and the 
riders firmly ]>ossessl.u of their sca.t, there are few exhibitions which 
shew either the :skiB or vigour of' the man, or the fire and the beauty 
of' thl~ hbrsc, to greater adval1tugc. 

WhcH the ten choseJl guards \\'cre seh'cu..>ti out for us, the young 
leader headed his troop and left: us, to hasten towards the rest of 
the tribe whom we had met on their llIarch in the m~rning, We 
prepared abo to depart, ami alK>ut nine o·dock we left the town of 
Altoull Kupree, going out o\,er t]le southern hridge, and eontinuing 
our ",'ay in clm;p order. 

We went I1m'l" (lJl a (;oursc of s()uth-ca~t, over a 'gencraUy level 
eoulltry, with detul'heu patehcs of cultivation, and a tew slllall ,:ilJagf~s 
scattered in diiti.'rt'nt directions near our road. We travelled in so 
complete a silellce, that not a sound, {~X(Ol~pt. that of the tramping 
of our hOrSl~s. was hcard for several mill's; and thougl, we often 
set out on a I!:allop as if hy olle impuls(" and drew up again together 
to case the horses over had ground, not a word was exchanged 
throughout our whole party; even midnight coming upon us, 
without a single voi<:e huvin!-, broken silcncl~ siu{'c OUI" first setting 
out. Ev~ry one, indeed, ~ecmcd too intent on looking around him 
for an expected attack from enemic.:·~ to think of any thing beyond 
prcparatiori for his own defence. 

J Ul~ y yth.--Sooll after midnight, we came among ridges of 
stony hilli. which. in some places. pointed up the sharp (odges of 
their strata perpendicularly to the horizon. and in other plates were 
of an undulating or wavy form in their outline. 

\Ve continued among these for about three hours, our rate of 
travelling being slower here, on account of the badness of the road, 
andfo. leaving them, we came out on a wide and level plain, 

/! Here sur Arab escort (luittt..~ USf as we were considered to he 
c1~ of.all' the re,porteUdanger of the rood; they return"'" to over-
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take'the rest of. ' their trihe to the lIorthwanl, ,mu we continued our 
way more southerly over the plain, till we came at day-light to the 
town of Kerkook, having galloped "bout thirty-five miles since 
leaving AltouB Kuprec, amI in a general direction of 80uth-60ut11-
cast. 

After rcposill~ from the fatib'1le8 of' the night, we aU ar~f! before 
nOOH, ami] went out, as Was my usual (:ustolll, with some one of 
the inhalJitallhi as a guide, to see as much :as I could of the town 
during our halt here. It is (~OInposed of three distinct portions, 
coch of' a l'onsiderable size." In the prineipal olle of these, is a 
high .am) extensive monnd, artifjeially shaped Oil the jnclined slope, 
like thot of Arbela, before dcscribt'<l . On this, stands a fortified 
town, rather than a eastle, within the walls of which arc included a 
great n.umuef of' dwellings, and the millarct~ of thn .. 'C mosques are 
seen to risc above the rest of the buildin~ from helow. In this, 
it wa" said, nonc hut :Moslellls wcrc privilcgt.'<.l to reside, aml the 
number of these was considered to Uc·five or six thouSlmd, but pro
bably overraktl . . 

The second portion. though inferior, in consequence, as to the 
rank of those who resici<.' in i~ and its importanoo,&s a place of. de~ 
fence, is :,c~ b~' far the most exu~nsivc. and the most I:Opul~ of ~hc 
three. l.lus IS spread out" on the plam around the loot orihe 'Clta

del, as the eleyated portion is called, and in it are ·itIe principal 
khans, coft(~t.~-houscs, baziirs, &e.; though the minarets of only two 
mosques arc seen, as the inhabitants are not all Mohamm<.."<.ian, but 
contain a mixture of Armenians, Nestorians, and Syrian Christians. 
Thp. population of this portion amounts to about ten thousand 
souls, and the burying-groWld below is as extensive, in the spuce 
which it co\'ers, as a moderate-sizt."ll village . 

• Ruuwolff fip::uh of it tllU~: " Mtcr the Sabbath of the .Jews, my companions, was 

over. we went un ag'.till, and came the tweotY-!lixth of December to Carcuck, a glorious 

fine city. lying in a plain, in n very fertilc country; at four miles distH.nct' iA another 
that Jieth on an as\;cnt, whither we uJ~ travellt~dJ my companionll ha.ving busine8l; i!:t' 
both of them, and 80 Wt' r.pcnl two day~ in them before wi were ready to go on ~I). H ' 

-p.162. ., ' . . ~" . . " 
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The I.hird portion is di.tant half a mile from the two f~hner 
ones, and it was at a house in this that we had halted to sleep away 
the burning heat of the day, This iR smaller and mOT(! s(~attered 

than either of the other parts of the town, ~nd cannot add more 
than a thollsand to the gros. number of the population of Kerkook, 
which llIa~, theretore, upon the whole, be nearly fifteen thousand. 

This was the ihst place at which ,\\;e had seen any trees since 
leaving Mousul, and here th(' flate-tree was more numerous than 
any other. I heard a great deal, at this place, of' th(~ springs of 
naphtha, which arC' in the neighbourhood of Kerkook, aml of the 
earth from which j!:jsucs flames, whieh are both looked on by the 
inhahitants as prodiMrl{,s, known nowhere else in the world, and 
marks of God's peculiar firyour to their ~()il. Tht,y are said to be 
chiefly among the rocky hills through whi(~h we h;ul passed at Inid
night on our way from. Altonn K IIprce to this place, so that. I had 
110 opportunity of s('ein~ them, 

In the examination of the <:ountrics bordering 011 t.he Tigris and 
Euphrates, aftcr passing thc Zah, and still speaking of the course of 
the latter towards the sea, D ' Anvme says, the country adjoining to 

the left or eastet"Jl bank is calk'{) Gann, in which he t.hinks it is 
plain to;tiscover that. of Garama:i, which is the name of a country 
plat-etl by Ptolemy in Assyria, ncar the lIIiddle of its whole extent 
from north ft:, south.· In my inquiries after thi8 name, I cou1d 
gain no satisfactory assurance of its IK~ing applied to the country 
here, though those of whom I made such ill'luiri .. coult! only inform 

" Lc pay" Ildjaccnt A Ja rive gauche, 1111 orientale, <'5t appcllc Gurm, et Ct' nom 
con!IeTve cvidcmmcnt celui de Garanuri, que Ptolomc(' place dani; I'Assyrie, verl; Je 
milieu de son tltendul' du nord au midi. Dans M. Assemani, Garm cst un district 
dependant de Maphr~in, retlidant a Tckrit, ct il cst fait mention d'un metrupolitain de 
Gann--<:ctte metropolc e!<t appelle Beth 8fJ lace (iU\'c Seleucire) autr('m('nt Kark; ('t 

Can:.ha, dans Ie recit de la marchc de Jm'icn, par Ammicn; Carcha dans Sinltwllitl', 
dont la k.f;on etlt preferable, ct llui !IC lit de mcrne ill'egard d'une ville situ&! Ch"RIcnwnt 
en Aasyrie, mail! voisine de Ninivc, comme il en ~t parl~ dan~ Masius, in ii/m) ,MrM'is 
de PeNd.." et dont Orteliw; (~t mention," -D'~n"ille aur r E~p4raie el k Tigre, p. 95, 

2 X 
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me of. what was popularly known, and knew nothing of history or 
geography. It is probable, however, that the Kark, or Carcha, of 
Ammianus Marcellinus, ,and Simocattus, was the-present Kark, near 
SalDana, on the banks of the Tigris, to the southwar<l of this; and 
that ~e Careha neam to Nineveh, .poken of by Masiuo and Orte
lius, from which the fomler was distinct, was the present Kerkook, 
which is generally thought to be the Dcmetrias of Str-dba, and the 
Corcura of Ptolemy. The three divisions of the town as it now 
stanus are, however, large enough. to admit a belief that it might 
have been a metropolitan see in later times, and have given its 
name to the district in earlier ones, if it be still thought to be the 
Garm of Assemani, as it is still the largest town throughuut the 
plains to the east of the Tigris; while, on the other hand. the ap
pcarat;tce of its castle, seated on an elevated mound, is sufficient to 
induce a belief (If its having been always a fortified post of sollie 
importance, and with equal probability a military station of the 
Romans during the existence of their power here. ·At all events, 
little doubt "an remain of this Kerkook being the place intended to 
he identified with these ancient stations by the }'rench bl't..'Ographcr, 
on a comparison of the details which he ~ivcs of, its local features 
with those which actually exist near this spot.- TibulIus, in 
his Elegies, t speaks of the territory of Erec, one of ' the cities 
fOllnde"! by Nimrod on the hanks of the Tigris, and in the land of 
Shinar, a~ producing springs of naphtha, which the poet calls the 
"combustible waters of the land of Ere,'," alluding, probably, to 

... Dan~ Ie voiRina~e de cette \'ille, iI IIOrt (k~!i rocher~, de I'huile de napthe, qui eRt 

I'<):UC dl\n~ un c!lp('(!e dt> puits; et jc trollVC d:1n!l line relation maTluscrite d'un voyage 
au 1..c\'aot pb.r l(, P \'fe F.manuel de St. Albert. vi~ite\lr dell MisllioM de IOn ordre des 

Cannc~, ct dcpuis Bvt:{jtli' in pflriiJn.uJ, <Iu'en remun.nl la terre IlUX et1Yirons, il en &ort 

dc~ blucttcs. On lit dan!! III Geographie Turque, qU'eJl crcullAnt Is terrf! sur un tertre 

appcllC Khor.!wur.haha, il en 110ft du feu qui fah f&ire flamme, et que des "118C1J ~s 

dfUlS de!; trous, (Iu'on y voit,. bouillir J'eall dont en les & rcmpli.; en ajoutant, qu'()n 
l:tcint la chaleur d{' ccs trom; en Ie!! comhlant de terre.'"-D' ..4,.tlille Sur r Euphrate et Ie 
T;gre, p. 107· 

t Lib. iv. l\fl'mo!r~!I de l"Academie de~ IlIscrjption~, tymc xxvii. p. 30. 
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some known account in his own time of these springs, as theJgeO
graphy of Babylonia and Assyria must have been always popularly 
known to the learned among the Romans, after the histories of 
Alexander's expedition into the East were written." 

On my return to the house at which the 'fartars had pu~"p, I 
found a large party assembled, who seemed to derive great enter
tainment from the antiL'S of a dancing hear. This was a large 
white shaggy animal, which had been brought by the Koords, who 
exhibited it, from the snow-clad mountains of their own country, at 
a distance of four days' journey to the eastward. They said that 
these animals were very rare among their hills, and the liberality 
with which the spectators rewarded their shewing it, seemed to 
imply that it was a crr:atllre stiH less ffl-'"<tuclltly seen here.i' 

}'rom the rcport of my guide, corrected by someconfro.nting 
testimoni(~s of othcT8 whom 1 questioned on the S:lmc subject, I 
le:unt that there were, in each of the three portions of which Ker
kook is composed, ten mosques, twcnty-fhur coffee-houses, ten khans, 
and two public baths; and that the numher of Christian places of 
worship, of different sect...., was either four or five. The town is 
subject to the Pasha of Bagdad, and itll environs are sufficiently 
productive to yield him a respectab1e tribute. The governor is one 
of his own · immediate dependants, ami attached to him are just a 
sufficient number of soldiers only to form a body-guard for his 
personal defence. 

Naphtha is mentioned as abounding in Bahylonia, and was said to run in the 
manner of liquid bitumen. The affinity between it and fire is insistOO on, and it was 
thus, :oays l~lilly , that Medea burnt her husband's concubine. Her girdle, being anointed 
by it, was caught by the fire whl?n she approached the altars to sacrificc.-Plin. Nat. 
Hilit. book ii. c. lOS. 

t Wild beasts of almost all the larger species were found in this country in the tim(' 
of the elder Cyrus; aM the hunting of them formed an important part of the education 
of the princea and nobles of rersia.-Cyropa?dia, book i. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

:fRO I: KERIWOK, BY KIFFREE, TO KAR TUPPE, OR THE llLACK R LL. 

WHEN the Tartars had partaken of a h y ~--... --"'---..... ~~~ 
away an hour over their pipes, we prepared again 
the ~eat. of the day, to avoid which was the all 
long halt hez:e, instead of having subsided, was now t i 
l)ight. There was no persuading my companion to t . 
so that e dled our hor and mounted, at 
set out from K.erkook. \ 

greatest 
how ver, 

o'clock 

Our course went now to the southward, over a country that 
generally waste and uncultivaU¥l, and on the south~t· of 

e wnsive plain, the horizon of which 88 boundless 
of the sea, and to the east a d no~ the view tel'lDllD&1~ 
the . of Koordlstan. 
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At sun..set, having gone abo~t eighteen or twenty miles, we 
came among a number of gardens, with watch-towers dispened ewer 
them, and a small hamlet near; and before midnight, by which time 
we had gon aboat ten miles more, we came to the village of Taook, 
having paued no ream throughout our way, though one of the 
branches of the Lesser Zab is there laid down by Major Macdonald 
Kinneir. 

Thi place, from as much as we could observe of it at this hour 
of the night, appeared to be large; I noticed three mosques, ith 
minarets, and a number of hou es, built of ancient bri ' . At the 
entrance of the town, a Mohammedan tomb of ~ ry singular 
construction. Its base was a square, on whieh w raised a dome, 
not of the u ual shape, but pointed like a sugar-loaf; and fonned of 
a chequered open work of bricks, resembling the pyr mid4l form, 
in which cakes of soap are sometimes piled up in perfumers' shops, 
with their only resting on each other, and the interstices 
hollow. 

We were entertained at thi place with a good supper; changed. 
horses with less noise and bu tie than we had any where yet done; 
and being furnished with another escort of five Arab horsemen for 
the way, we departed about midnight, observing, as we went out of 
the town, isolated minaret, with a square base and circular 

_ld!B1 and shaft of a large column. 

leaving Taook, we continued our course still 
therly, 0 er a desert country, which was often pebbly, and desti

of cultivable soil, but never loose or sandy. 
We n xt came to a ground of gra el and clay, and passed in 

. t of some small villages scattered near our route, when, at UD

ride of about twenty miles, we entered the town of 

• 

tem foot ofa 
. the midst 

patches of 
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land. There were three or four mosques, and some good dwelling
houses, a ~arket abundantly supplied with fruit, alld springs of ex 
cellent water. 

W., ,!ere entertained at the house of the Aga, or governor of th .. 
town, 'where it is usual, when there is no good caravan:!erai, for the 
Tartars to halt; and after sleeping for an hour, we set forward 
on the same horses, fresh ones not being to be procured at this 
station. 

We left the town of Koolmaty, by a rmtd leading out through 
gardens and groves of palm-trees, enclosed on each side with mud 
walls, and resembling, in these features, many of the village. in the 
Sharkeeah, or eastern part of Lower Egypt. The resemblance was 
heightened by our coming suddenly out upon desert ground, and 
meeting large herds of camels and sheep, unuer the care of Arab 
driven;. 

Our course was still generally a southern one, and, after a ride of 
about eight miles, we alighted at the Khan of Baiaat, around which 
were a few scatter<..'<i dwellings, just suffi('icnt in number to dcservp 
the name of a village, 

This "aravanserai was one of the finest buildings that we had 
secn since leaving 1\10u8ul: it consisk-'ll of an outer and an inner 
room; both haviug uomed ceilings, very nicely stuccoed, and the 
lattf>r apartment containing a raised beli:ch for a divan, with beds, 
carpets, and smaller recesses for the convenience of those who 
might desire to "'pose here. 

We remained at this place two hours, which were divided in 
nearly equal portions hetween eating, drinking, smoking, and sleep
ing; and at. El Assr, or near the hottest part of the day, we pre
pared again to mount, though, as before, the alleged reason of our 
making any stay here at al~ was to avoid the oppressive power of 
the sun. 

We were furni.hed with fresh horses for our use, but the baggage
animals carrying the packets ""uld not be replaced by others; aod' 
we had an escort of twenty Arab hOI'8Cmen given to u. for proue:. 
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tion, as the road from hence to the southward was said to be still 
more infested with robbers than that over which we had already 
paMsed from the north. 

On leaving llaiaat, our course was directed toward the east, and 
we continued to follow this direction, along the southern loot of .a 
line of hare hills, with desert ground on our right, which continued 
all the way wit.hout intermission, until we reached the town of 
Kitfh,~ having travelled about thirty miles. 

JULY llth.-Before we had lain down to sleep, on the pre
ceding uight, a great deal of bustle, 'luarrelling, and ahu.se, had 
passed between the Tartars and keepers of the post-horses, at this 
station; the latter insisting that. they could not f'unish us with 
animals until :some should return this way from Bagdad. .Under 
this impression, the y~>ungest of the Tartars, Ali, with Suliman the 
merchant, a.nd myseU~ composed ourselveR quietly to rest, in the 
firm assurance and belief, that whatever could be done by bullying, 
would be securely effected by the hoarse voice, the thick whip, and 
the lordly air of Jonas; and that, if horses were to be had, we should 
be furnished with th~m through his influence, without any exer
tions of our own. 

When we awoke in. the morning, however, after enjoying an un
disturbed sleep, without the din of voices to rouse us as usual, the 
extraordinary silence and tranquillity was soon acc.ounted for Ly our 
being told, that Jonas had left us alone to our fate. We regarded 
each other with a mixture of surprise, incredulity, and vexation; 
but it was too true to be any longer doubted; for the noisy little 
Tartar having found that only one horse could be procured, had 
silently securc~1 this for himself before it quitted the stahle, ami had 
gone oW alone, at midnight, to convey to the British resident the 
new. of our being on the way, but leaving the public packets ami 
baggage .with which he was charged, to be brought after him by 
Ali, hi. companion, abandoning Suliruan and myself, by each of 
wbool J.., had been paid a good row.d sum for taking us w.der his 
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• 
protection, to find our way to Bagdad in the hest manner we 
could. 

It may be remarked, with regard to the practice of trav~Uing 
with government Tartars, that the only reason of its being resorted 
10, i. the impossibility of otherwise procuring relay. of horses on 
tbe road. In each of the stages, between the great towns of the 
Turkish Empire, but more particularly in those on the direct road, 
between Constantinople and Bagdad, there are certain persons, 
who cont.ract with the government, to supply the t..:ouriers with 
horses from t.hat s~e to the next. These, however, keep no 
greater number than is just barely necL .. ""ry to fulfil their contract, 
and theRe mostly of an inft~rior kind, and in wretched eondition; 
since the contract is always a I(~ing one to the parties furnishing 
the horses, and is generally forced on them by the b'Overnment, 
as one among many other mod('~ of exacting trihuw. A person 
travelling alone could, therefore, procure no hol"SCs on hire at any 
of these stages, none being usually kept for that purpose. To 
travel on one's own horse with a caravan, is insupportably tedious to 
any person in haste, and to prOL'Ced either safely or cxpeditioUBly 
alone, that is. without the protection either of a caravan or courieni, 
is quite impracticable. It is, therefi)rc, usual for all travellers who 
are in haste, to apply to a Tartar going on the road, and to pay him 
a certain sum of money for the whole journey. The traveller, for 
this compensation, is provided with a horse at every stage, and both 
hi. provisions and presents to servants are all furnished by the 
Tartar. The only thing necessary for him to take on such a journey, 
is hi. own .. ddle IfDd hridle, portmanteau, whip, and leatlwm bottle 
for water. Every thing else may be had on the road, if the mode 
of living common to the country be adopted; but neither the arti
cles of table-furniture, wine, teyr other comfort. of travelling in 
Europe, will be found. The best line of conduct to be polrsued \.(>. 

W8l'ds these men is, according to the testimonies of most person. 
who have travelled with them, a proud and haughty demeanour. 
and a general oerio~sness and reserve. There...., no cIa.ss af peopIIl . 
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who domineer more readily, 'or with more vulgar in!'K>lence,'ovcr 
those whom they have in their power, than these Tartars; but, iike 
mo.t braggadodos, they are soon made to yield to a manly and per
severing firmness of resistance to their encroachments. 

But to return-Ali, Suliman, and myself, were now left here, 
without an immediate prospect of our being able to procure any 
animals to proceed. Like 1,'OOd Moslems, we consoled each other 
with the helief that our detention was written in the Book of Fate, 
and could not be avoided, although neither of my companionl'1 failed 
to invoke curses on the head of the treacherous Jonas, as the instru
ment of this infliction; bu~ unwilling to dwell on what could not 
be remedied, we ordert.'<I the best din",'r that the plaee could afford, 
and sent out our mandate, as persons in authority, to invite aU who 
would come to partake of our hospitality. 

We had scar(~ly sat down, before there arrived a Tartar from 
Bagdad, hring-ing under his charge t.wo Europeans, both dre~sed as 
Tartars, and hound to Constantinople. They arrived so opportunely, 
that. we made them joint partak(~rs of our tt~ast j and the two gen
tlemen, who were but. yet in the commcn<:ement of their journey, 
being well provided "ith cordials and spirits for their OW1'I use, we 
assisted to drain, notwithstanding the heat of the weather and the 
presence of some of the Faithful, their travelling cases of a portion 
of the flne French brandy and excellent Ratafia with which they 
were furnished. The notion of these travellers, that in the dog. 
days cordials were nL"CeSsary to repair the exhau~tion of animal 
heat and strength, justified this course in the eyes of' the one party, 
arid ' the bumpers swallowed, by Ali and Sulim"" to the curse of 
J<ih ... ""0 had deserted us in our utmost nec..!, warranted the 
othlorwi8e forbidden draught in the eyes of the other. 
"F (i)¥elfq>i1r afternoon pipes, and-.while the Turks beside us were 

8!eqri1llt ''iiway the heat of the ' day, I began 'to leam more of' my 
<iblllfi1iIIi.oiffI" who had thus suddenly come upon us, and who now 
~ly' relieved the tedium of bur deten~on; Both of them 
fti!JIiI';IUli~ . the eldest, named ' Padre -Gamil'" ,di Jesu, was a friar 
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of the Carmelite order, who hud heen many yea", resident at 
Bagdad. and was now returning to Rome, hy way of Constantinople: 
the other was a young man who had gone originally from Italy to 
Constantinople, where he had resided some time with his father, a 
merchant of that city. Having heard, from some (If the distant 
tradCl'll with whom his father corresponded, of the fame of Da
mascus, he solicited permission to make a journey to that city. and 
it was granted to him, under the hope of his being able to transact 
some useful husiness there, at the same t.ime that he gratified his 
curiosity" The most singular part of the history of this young 
man's traveJs was, however, that he went from Constantinople to 
Alexandria in ,Egypt, believing that to be the straightest and 
shortest road to Damascus; and, after landing there, he went up to 
Cairo ,by the N il(', under an impr~sion that that city was also in the 
direct road to the plae .. of his destination. When he had at length 
reached Damascus, by this eircuitons ronte, having gone from Cairo 
to Jerusalem by the Desert of Suez, one would have thought. that 
the recollection of this error would have taught him to mak.;· more 
careful inquiries regarding the relative positions of places he might 
have to visit in future. But it appears he never did discover that he 
had not come by the nearest way, believing always, on the contrary, 
tbat his voyage to Alexandria by sea, and his journey from Cairo to 
Damaseus by land, had been in nearly a straight line. ' It was thus, 
that ,,"hen he was about to leave Damascus, on his return to Con
stantinople, having heard of great caravans going from the former 
place to Bagdad every year, and being aware of others coming also 
from Ba~ad to Constantinople in ahout the same period of time, he 
conooived that these caravans must be the snme; and concluding 
from this tbat Bagdad lay in his direct road home, he had aetUaHy 
journeyed from Damascus to t\)at place over the Syrian Deaert;' 'in 
the hottest season of the year, ,without ever 'onoo asking, during the 
whole forty day. of hi. route, in which direction Constantinople lay! 

The whole of this was Ilarrated to me wlth' such an apparent 
unccmsciousn ... of it.. absurdity, that, increduImlS 88'1 Wllliiitfutt, ''liio 
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to such ignorance being possible, I was at length compelled to 
believe it really to have happened as described, ""l'ecially when I 
heard this young mall affirm his conviction, that t.he distant'e frorn 
Constantinople to Bagdad, by the way of Cairo and Damascus, could 
not be less than fifty thousand mil .. ; while that between Bagdad 
and Constantinople, by the way he was now returning, could not 
exceed five hundred; adding that, for his part, he could not conceive 
why the longer route was ever taken, since it was as disagreeable 
as it was distant; but, at the same time, shrewdly suggesting that 
there might be reasons tor this <:ourse, known only to Him from 
whom no secrets are hid! 

About midnight, the Tartar, who was taking these travdle", 
from Bagdad to Constantinople, being oblige..! to proceed with the 
horses 011 which they had arrived here, gave orders tor departure, 
and the animals being very promptly saddle'(\, and the water-bottl .. 
filled, our companions reft us, with mutual salutations, benedictiom, 
and regrets. 

JULY 12th.-As no hope of a release from our detention at this 
place yet pref!Cnted itselt; we strolled about the town, and lounged 
at the coffee-house with as much resignation as was practicable, 
though without the same sources of entertainment which we pos
sessed on the preceding day to dissipate our cares. 

The town of Kufree, or Kiffree, i. seated on a plain, at the 
termination of the line of hare hills, descrilx,d on our way from 
Bai .. t to tills place, and extending throughout the whole distance 
between them. The town is moderately large, and is enclosed 
within a wall, which, as well as the buildings within its enclosure, is 
~.tructed of mud, hardened by pebbles being imbedded in it. 
Th<;re ~ a fitream of clear water which runs within the wall, on the 
IlIII\t i and this is distributed by llIIlall canals through the central 
~ of thor .town, contributing to the cleanliness of the place, and 
t~, "I'''rcW'''''''l of its i.nlta!\itanu.. ;rhe wall of the town, near 
~hjch\t¥s 8tm1n\ begins to.pm, has a high paraPet, or breast-work, 
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• 
pierced wit.h loop-hoI"" thr musketry; and the platform of this is 
iL'iccnded 1.0 by narrow flights of ~teps, but there were no cannon 

planteo in any part of it .. 
The bazars are very mean in appearance, though they are fur

nished with a suffi<!icJl(;Y uf provisions, aTlli particularly with excel
lent fruit, among: which melons and grapt,,~ are the best and mO!rt. 

abundant. 
There is a good cook-shop, at which kahauhs, or l'4)m~ted meat. 

and sausagps, ( ~all be proc llred; and though there is only one cofFee
bouse ill the ·plact., thilo> i!o; adequate to t1w supply of all the idlers 

and passengers through the tOWII. 

The caravanserai Ht. wllich we put lip, during our detention here, 
was like the om' dl'scrilx><l at Baiaat, ill tIl(' general style of its ar
chitt.'Cturt', whidl wal'i purely Turki~h . It cOll sio.;tA...u of many "part
ment...", !;On\(' of them hRvjn~ firc-plae( .. 'l'i ill t he walls, like European 
chimneys: ot]l er~ with henches ami lIiches, or rt~{:(..'Ss(..'S, f'Or til(! ac

commodution of travellers, amI. all ornampntt'u and va.ulted, in the 
Turkish l'ather than the Arahi<! II UlIIIler .. 

It is l'cmarkaLlc, t.hat though all tlH-~ arches ill tht· caravanserai 
and coffi!t..,-house aTC pointt...u in the Sar3cenic form, with concavt.~ 

or hollow parts beneath them, all those seen ill the otlwr buildings 
of this town arc of a uiffel"l~nt kind: some of these are round arches, 
of the pure scmi-cir<.~ular Roman foihape j others are the flattened 
segment of' it circle, approaching to the SiLXOU form; and others 
again have u broad indentation in the centre of a itat arch, like those 
described in the mosque of Ibrahim el Khalecl, at Orfllh; aU appa
rently (.'Onstruct< .. >d without regard to any fixed rule, just as the 
caprice of the archite<:t directefl 

The language, features, and complexions of' the inhabitants are 
chiefly Turkish. This circumstance, added to the fact of the cara
vanserai here, and at the I""t station, being of Turkish architecture, 
renders it probable, that the first settlement of m.ny ·of· these 
smaller places, as villages, w .. , the erection of " post-house, or ,kIG
n.uk, for the couners between Constantinople and Bagdad;,,,,,",, 
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this last became the distant frontier tOWIl of' the 'turkish empIre; 
and that villages of Turks have siul."C grown up pl'Ogr~~sively around 
these halting-places. This wouM sufficiently account fbr their being 
placed at stated and equal distances from each other, wllile all the 
rt,"St ef the country betwt.·tm them is desert and unpeopled; as well 
as for the great predominance of Turkish features, and the pn..""er
vation of the Turkish language, in tht.>se places, lying in the great 
post- route, though they are bordered on the one side by Arabs and 
on the other by Koords. 

There arc a -few gardens, with date and other fruit trees, here; 
and in walkinp; in one of them I observed myriads of inl'*.'t!ts, of the 
genus Coccint'Ha, all seemingly regaling thcmsclvC8 on the Aphides, 
or plant-lice, which are 8aid to be their favourite food; they covered 
the leaves of all the lower shrubs, in (!ountless multitudes .. They 
were of the specit~ th~t have rL>d 8h('l1; with black spots; though 
the spots were in lIlany of them not very distinct, and they fre
quently went ill pairs, atta<:hed to~ether hy their tails. Some pie<:es 
of clouded marble were brouKht to me in the course of the day, as 
stone from t.he neighbouring rang(~ of hills. These were all the 
natural curiositie~ if these could so he (:allt.>tl, which the place pro
duced, excepting the large storks, " Hadjee Lug Lug," which had 
their nests on almost every house in the town. 

Ori every part of our road from 1\10U8111 to this pla~, we had 
seen, for the last five days, the be~utiful bird, callc>u Syren oy the 
French, and War-War by the Arabs; but here, probably on account 
of the great heat, we lost sight of them altogether. From the same 
cause, also, fleas, which had hitherto abounded in our route, 
had now entirely disappeared; though more offensive vermin were 
still seen on every carpet and cushion on which we could venture 
to recline. The heat was, indeed, intense, the thermometer being 
from· 120" at noon to 1250 at three hours after meridian, so t.\lat even 
the people of the country were oppressed by it. The wind was 
ooU\h.west .blowing from the Desert, and in very light airs; and 
pebOJis J<lIIiding.here, who had been often at llussorah ano llagdad, 
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complained of' the sultry air and suffocating blasts of hot wind, 
as being equal to those of the wurst seasons at these respective 
cities. 

As our detention began to be gen~rally known and commi
serated, we were invited, after the prayers of El Assr, to the house 
of a certain Hadjce Habeeb, who wisht..->d to learn the particulars of 
our being abandoned, and expressed an intention of assisting us out 
of our diflkult.y. As we proceeded to his abode, Suliman began to 
entertain an id(~a that this pilgrim might bt a particular friend of 
his, of the same name. and when they met, this was verified by their 
embracing each utl",r. We now learnt that the Hadjee had himself 
come thus far from Bagdad with a small caravan of merchandize. 
and this being now disposed of, he was homeward-bound with the 
rcturn~ of his speculation, which were to be carried back on the 
same animals, the beasts and their lading all belonging to himself. 
Our difficulties, as to further progress, were now at once removed. 
By increasing the lading of some of hi1'l mules, and making his ser
vants dismount from others, to ride and walk by turns, a horse and 
two mules were set at libt:rty for the use of Ali, Suliman, and my
self. The horse wa~ given to me, as the greatest strdllger of the 
party, it being knuwn to all that I came frum Egypt; and though 
the Tartar, Ali, had nut only the self-regard to ask it for himself, 
but the effrontery to demand it as a right, he being the Sultan's 
messenger, yet no entreaties of mine could erevail on the young 
Suliman, for whose sake alone we had obtained these animals, to 
take the horse, and permit me to ride the mule. The Jaws of 
],OIIpitaiity, he said, forbade it, and he was on· this point quite 
immovabl~. 

At sUll-,et, a grave and fonna! party was assembled at the 
Hadjee's place of halt, consisting of a sleek and full-bearded Moo1-
Iflh, and some of the chief elders of the town. Here, most of the 
party prayed, Ali and myself being the ordy ones who did Dot join ; 
at which the MoolJah was no~ a little .... ndalized. . From henoe we 
retired to the bank' of the stream, which .ran:>through the town,NId 
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partook of an excellent supper given by the Hadjee to all his depend
ants, including two dervishes, who had become permanent hangers
on in his train. We wel'c then summoned to mount, and about 
two 'hours after sun-set proceeded on our way; the whole party 
consisting of six horses, and about fifty mules and asses, besides two 
Tartal'ij from Mousul, who had just joined us as we were setting 
out, and who rod~ the ""me horses which they had brought from 
their la!lt stage. 

JULY 13th.-Our course, during the night, had been nearly south, 
and the whole of our road layover a level and desert plain; when, 
after six hours of easy travelling, at the rdte of' about three miles an 
hour, we entered the town of Kara Tuppe, or the .Black Hill. which 
that name, in Turkish, implies. 

While the Tartars,. and those who had charge of the laden ani
mals, went to alight at the public khan, a new mosque, which stood 
just at the entrance of the village, was sek'Cted for our place of halt; 
it being suggested, hy the Moollah, who had come with us from 
Kiffree, that within the building there would be good accommo
dation for ourselves, nml in the court an excellent place for our 
horses. We accordingly alighted, and after formal prayers, led by 
the Moollah himself, as [maum, at the head of the party, we took 
care of our animals, and all lay down to sleep. 

On awaking, which was long after the sun had risen, 1 found 
near me an old white-bearded Sheikh, the priest and schoolmaster 
of the village, who was surrounded by about twenty pupils, all read
ing loudly t.he different portions of the Koran assigned to them as 
their tasks. The book, from which they were reading, was in Arabic; 
but the language of their conversation with each other, as well 
as the cfeatures and complexions of all, was still Turkish, and suffi
ciently' bespoke their origin. The old Sheikh .was very communi
cative'; and as he pressed hi. inquiries on 'me ·with great earnest
·n ..... ' I ' · ~.wered them with ·readiuess and freedom. The sun 
growing ' iruiupportablY' .powerfu\, ·even soon after the day dawned, 
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some of the young sdlOlars were despatched by tbeir master to 
procure the cooling breakfast of raw sliced cucumbers steeped in 
sour milk, which, however little known amnng the epicures of Eu
rope, is here a choice and favourite dish. This was set hefore me 
by the Sheikh himself; and, little as it ''"as to my taste, we finished 
it bet.ween us. This same old man, who was priest of the mosque, 
spread out my carpet within the sacred precincts without a scruple, 
although, by this time, he knew, from lily noa nk communication~ · 

with him, that [ was not a Moslem; and I retireu into the most 
shady part of the huilding to enjoy a sc",ond nap, the whole of my 
tireu eompanion h(>ing st-ill soundly asleep. 

" .rhtm the ':"l'1'ave dders of OUT travellin~ party awoke, and began 
to arrange thcHuwlves in a line, with the sleek Moollah at their 
head, ~ no",,-day prayer.;, this holy ilnd well-f',.J expounder of the 
law, on seeing me reposing on the ground ncar him, started back, 
as a ]>hariS(x~ would have shrunk from a l\lblic<ln, a Jew from a 
Samaritan, or a Hramin from the polluting tOlleh of a p.uiah. 
Strong objt·ctioTls ·were IInW raised hy the Moollah, the Hadjee 
Habeeh, amI two others of the party, to my remaining within the 
temple', amI their prayers were consequently intcmlptoo. The 
priest of the mosque, the young Suliman, and another of' our com
panions, wholll J had made my friend, by telling him long and en
tertainillg stories on tlw road, all contended, hOWl!Vt:r, for my not 
"eing disturbed from the spot where I lay. I was awake during the 
whole of this strife hctweQlI tanati<:ism ami hospitality; but I con
tinued to remain quiet, and apparently still asleep, from a l~onvic
tion, that any thillg which I could do or say would rather inlame 
and irritat.e than calm the contention. 

My friends ultimately prevailed; and the othe"" after a great 
deal of murmuring, at lengtl .. went on with their devotions, though 
they all removed from near me, where they had just ranged them
selves, to the ot.her extremity of the mosque, in order to avoid the 
contamination of an infidel. 

Our afternoon ";as lounged away, "itbout my seeing much of 
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the rown of Kara Tuppe. It appeared ro me, ro be h~rdly more than 
half the size of Kiftree, and the population still less in proportion; 
that of Kiffree being eStimated at three thousand, while the inha
bitants of this are thought not to exceed one thousand. The ap
pearance and language of the people are as decidedly Turkish as the 
name of the place itself, and all seemed ro confirm the opinion already 
exp""'sed as ro th •• common origin and progress of these halting

. stations on the road. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

FROM KARA TUPPE, BY DELHI ABABS, TO BAGDAD. 

IN the evening, en we prepared to mount, we began to feel 
the effects of the Hadjee Habeeb's displeasure, though his reve 
was, we all believed, rather at the suggestion of t offended 
Moollah, than from the dictates of his own more benevolen heart. 
My long-story-Ioving friend was "sent to Coventry," for his open 
espousal of my cause. The hor e I had originally moun was 
now given to one of the Hadj~'s serva and I was set on a 
heavily-laden mu]e; while the unladen animal, on which Suliman 
bad ridden thus far, was transferred to another individual, and he 
was set on one carrying melons in panniers. 

It was in this order that we set out soon after sun-set. kept at a 
distance by the hmds of the party, and held in derision the 

• 
• 
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Our course was south-west, over a barren p . n: t\vo hours after 
our setting out, we passed a square enclosure on oUr left, apparently 
a deserted khan; and at midnight, we came to a deep ditcti, filled 
with . r and brackish water. 

Ju,," 14th.--Just beyond this, we began to ascend over a high 
and rUgged range of sand-stone hills, which crOYed the road at 
right angles, and extended widely over the plain. We were full 
two hours before we got clear of this pass, in which gUtters or paths 
have been formed by the constaD;t passage of animals, and these are 
now worn to a depth that renders them dangerous, except to the 
surer-footed beasts. We continued still on the same course of 
south-west until an hour after sun-rise, when, having tm elled on 
the whole about thirty miles, we reached the station Delhi 
Abiiss. . . 

We passed no stream, nor even the bed of one, in our way from 
Kara Tuppe thus far; for the ditch, to which we came at midni~ht, 
having bitter and brackish water in it, was crossed by a bridge of a 
few planks, and was not ten yards wide. In the map of Macdonald 
Kinneir, the Odomeh, or the Phuskus, is made to pass from the 
north-eastward into the Tigri~ and to intercept the road, just id
way between these two stations; but, ill this, there must be some 
error, as the river he speaks of was a very siderable one. In the 

I memoir, accompanying the map, this w~iter says," The Odorneh, 
(supposed: by some authors, to be the Phuskus of Xenophon,) is 
formed by the junction of many streams, ~hich arise in hDls between 
Kerk k and Solymania. It pursues a south-west course, and falls 
inti> the Tigris, twenty fursungs above Bagdad. I crossed the 
<AIorneh," he continu "at the village of Tooz Khoorma, forty-five 
leapes from Bagdad, on the road to Mousw. The bed of the 
ri about sixty yards in breadth, and in the spring it contains 
a grtat body of water.". 

• 
Geographical Memoir OIl the eniaa Empire; p. 997. t.o. 
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On referrirtg t.o the map, it is llCCn that the Touz Kourma,men
tioned . as ite place of crossing. i. at the very head of' the str~am, 
and ' a long way to the eastward of the direct road from Bagdad t.o 
Mousul; whereas, Tour Khoorma, which I suspect to be the same 
plare, and that at which the traveller supposed he c.rossed this river 
on the road to MOllSU}, is laid down on the branch of another stream 
between K ufree and Taook, which, froln its inconsiderable size, has 
no name given to it. I cannot omit to mention, however, that 
between Tuook and Knfeec 1 neither observed any ~u<:h stream, 
nor did we pass through any pla~ ('..aIleu "Touz Kourma," which 
is seated, hy Mltior Macdonald Kinncir, 011 a river sixty yards wide, 
ami made hy him the boundary of uivision hct\n,-"Cn the fertile, p0-

pulous, and picturesque country to the north, and the barren, 
deserted, and nakeu country to the south of it. It must, therefore, 
be til "the eastward of the traek by which w(! came, amI not in the 
direct road, if such be it.'i features; or, if it be the Tour Khoonna 
in the straight route, then these fcatufl'l:'i of it canDot he accurat.e. 

At Ddhi Ahiiss, we found a river rUllniug close to the south of 
the vjlla~e, and h"Oing towards the south-\\'e~t. It WID! not fordable 
in any part, even at this advanced period of the dry sea~on, but 
was so broad as to he CroSSL ...... by a brick-built bridge of four pointed 
arches. The source of this stream wa~ said t9 be several days' 
journey to the eastward, among the mountains of Koordistan, and 
it here hent it."i way towards the Tigris in a west-south-wt!st dircction,'~ 

Though thi ... stream is broader, dL'Cpcr, and of a louger course, than 
the Jordan of' Palestine above the Lake of Tiberias, yet it did not, 
according to the reIK)rt of persons living here, reach the hanks of 
the Tigris at all. heing entirely exhausted by canals, which drained 
off its water" Ii,. the cultivation of the land around it. 1 did not 
readily credit this statement, though I could find no one who p0-

sitively knew of its junedon with the Tigris, while all con
tended that it did not reach that stream; but the size of the river, 
and the large body of water it even now contained, justified, as I 

• 
thought, some incredulity..on this point. 
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As this was the most considerable stream, nexf to the Greater 
ami Lesser Zab, that we had met with since crossing t/,e Tigris at 
Mousu~ it IlIBY, perhaps, he assumc>d to he that of the Phy,;ctls, or 
Odorneh, of the ancients. In a Memoir on the Expedition of He
raelius into Persia, and the flight of Ch""roes from his pala"c at 
Dastagherd, by which this expedition wa.'\ terminated, the author 
says, " When Heradius had crossed the Tigris at Mousul, he passed, 
in succession, the rivers of the Greater and the Lesser Zab, and a 
third river named Torneh."· This is eOIH:eived, from the resem
blance of names, to have been the Rillne as the '1'ornadotum of Pliny' 
who, when speaking of an Autiochia, thought to he the Opis of Xeno
phon and Strabo, saYR, it is seated hetween two rivers, h inter duo 
jlumiu(I, T;Kr;m, ('f '/'ornm/otltlll." A river, called hy Tavernier, 
" Odorne," hy D'Anville, '·Odorneh," hy Xellophon, " PhySCll~ ,·t and 
hy l"lt.olcmy, " Ciorglls," and thought to lw Lut one stream· under 
t.hese mnny namt:'S, is assumed to he thi~ TOl'nadotum of l>liny, and 
the Torneh crosseu by ] J eraclius after his passage of the Tigris and 
the Greater and Lesser Zab. For myscH: I inquired of ~he few 
passengers and statiunary people hen', what was the name by which 
this stream ",'as known among the people of the country; hut I 
('ould ohtain no other answer from (~ither Turks or AraLs, than that 
by some it was called 10 the river," by others, 10 the brook," and by 
others, "the water" of ))elhi A hcl.ss. .M y informers werc, how
\(~ver, in general so ig-norallt amI imlitfhrent to every thing about 
them, that 1 was not likely to obtain :my more a(~Curdte information 
regarding the name, than I was respcding the course and ultimate 
disappearao('c, of the strt':.un. lts po!olition, as the third in order 
after passing the Tigris, in a march directed this way, is probably it 

• Menutires de l' Academic dl'S I nscripti(}ll~ ct Hellcf! Lettre. ... 
t According to the map cont>tructcd from the'" details of the Anahru.is, til(' Phy!;Cus 

fell i~ the Tigris con!lirlerably below the site of Bagdad. It. was sixty miles lO the 
northward of the place whf're the Grrek~ cr{)!;SCtI the Tigris, ami wa.<; a humln ... 1 (.-et 

broad. " Opia stood on its northern baok.-A'rloal.w"'iB; book H , 
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more accur,\~ ~ide than a resemhlance of name only, unsupported 
by other pohtts of eoiIlcidenee. 

It is tWe, that in the description given by Aristagoras of the 
royal road from Sardis to Susa, as preserve.l to us by HerodotU8, 
after enumerating the Tigris and the Greater and Lcsser Zab &.OJ 

three of the rivcrs to be passt."tI in the way, the fourth is call~d by . 
him the Gymk->s. This is the (~clebratet.l stream whi~h was divided 
by Cyrus illto thre<~ hundred and sixty challnd~ to re,,-cnge himself 
on it, as it was said, lor the death of one of tIle sacrL'II horses, which 
was carried away by iUs waters. But the able Jilustrator of the 
Gmgraphy of Herodotus has proved that either Aristagoras himselt; 
or the historian who pre!:iCrves his d(~tails of the road, have con
founded this stream with the Mendeli, thrther to the eastwaia, and 
in the province of Sus ian a, the fact of'Cyrm,':-; tlivisioll of which was 
popularly known and accredited.' 

The city of Opis is gcnt'rulJy admitted to have bccn near tue 
contluence of the I'h)"scus with the Tigris. It is so pl!1cc'll by both 
Xcnopl~on and ])liny, and by the latter of these it is also spoken of 
under the name of Antiochia, which, as we have SL'CH, was given to 
numerous cities of the Ea.st. Herodotus, however, places it below 
the confluence of the Gyndes with the Tigris, which is the same 
thing; considering this tu have been the name given to the third 
river after passing the Tihl'J'is, by Aristagoras, whose description of 
that part of the country he had belore been quoting. 

After all, it may be said, that though this, the third river from 
the <.rossing of the Tigris, would answer to the Ph yscus of Xena
phon, the Gyndes of Aristagoras, and the Tornadotum of Pliny, or 
the Torneh passed by Heraclius in his approach to the Persian po.
Ioc.." if the route of march lay close along the eastern banks of the 
Tigris; yet, that it might not have bt...oen crossed at all, either on 
Aristagoras's road to Su"", or that of Hemclius to Dastagherd, sup-

• Sec funnell's IUustratio!lS of the Geography of ~erodotu&, tto. 



BY DELHI ABASS, TO BAGDAD, 359 

posing the line of march to have led further cast, and the source of 
this stream to have been left a little on the i{ght, The Diala would 
then have been the stream meant, as both D' Anville arid Rennell 
agree, though their opinions were evidently formed without any 
knowledge of the existence of this stream at Delhi Aha .. , 

The country an around us appeared to he one wide ,desert of 
sandy and barren soi~ thinly scatterL>d over with brushwood and 
tufts of reedy grass, 

The bare and stony ridge of hills, through the pass of which we 
had come on the preceding night, interL'Cpted the hori.<:m in the 
north~a~t, and a lofty range of very distant mountains bounded the 
view ilJ, the south-east; hut in every other quarter of the compass, 
the prospect was'likC' that of a l(~ \'cl and unbroken sea, 

We had flcen no settlement of purt' Arabs t.hroughout our ,way, 
since leaving MOllsul, until now ; the trihe of Arah horsemen, whom 
we met at A1tpun Kupree, being on an cxpt.wtion, and the people 
resident in the towns heing mostly Turks, or Koord~, Here, how
ever, at this small village of Delhi Ahas~, the features, the com
plexion, the language, and' the hahits and manners of the pt.-'Ople, 
were all purely Arahian, ,,"<1 that too of the Bt'douin, or Desert, 
rather than the Fellah, or cultivatillg dass. By some of these, who 
were now encamp(,"<i in brown hair tpnts, and fed their flocks on 
the thorny shruhs near the stream, J wa~ assured that the nearest 
part of the Tigris was three days' journey, for a man on foot, ii-mil 
Kara Tuppe, and two days' journey from this pia,,,, By this esti
mate it coul<1 not he less than forty miles from hence, though this 
is a much greater space than is markt'd in the map; and the 
rireuit made by the couriers to the eastward, instead of' coming 
in ... straight line from Mousul to Bagdad, is no doubt for the 
oake of passing through the towns in the way, and halting at 
the stations, fiXL>d at convenient distances, and furnished with 
water and provisions. 

The wbole number of families permanently resident at this 
small statIon 'of Delhi Ab8ss, does not usually'exceed twenty; so 
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that our supplies, except of· milk f~m the 80&111 of the Bedouins . . . . 
near, were very scant~ and no horses could, of cOUl'Se, be ~rooured. 
We were, therefore, obliged to proceed on the same Jaden animals 
which had borne us thus far; and earh of' us who were in disfavour, 
namely, S~liman, Ali, and myself, were obliged to load our own 
beasts before we mounk-'<l them. 

• The very hottest part of the day was now chosen for setting out, 
just after the prayers of EI Assr, or between three and four o'clock; 
and the scorching power of the sun was even a smaller evil than the 
parchin~ and suffocating heat of a Simoom wind, which came in 
furnace-like blasts from the western Desert. Even when reposing in 
the shade, without garments, c."ltching every breath of air by sitting 
in its current, and furnished with -a Hm in one hand and a jug of 
wal<lr.in the other, it was still insupportably hot, and every part of 
the body, even in this state of rest, streamed with the effect. 
of the heat. But to load a refrdetory animal with a very heavy 
burden, and without the assistance of anyone eveil to bold his 
head by a halter, was, as may be imagined, not a vCl'y cool or agree
able occupation. I exerted myself; however, with a strength in
creased by vexation at the indignity thus put uporr us all; and, 
fortunately, a proud detennination not to sink under it, bore me 
through all my labour. I was, however, in such a burning state of 
fever, and so completely exhausted by the time I had buckled the 
last girth of my mule, that I was much more ready to stretch myself 
along upon the earth, than either to mount and ride, or continue 
the journey on toot beside the beast { had laden. The faithful 
Suliman, who continued to adhere to me to the last, cheered me, 
as he passt,.J on a higher and better animal, with the prospect that 
Bagdad was not now far off, and I regained my spirilll and my 
strength. But, before we finalLy started, I went down to the edge 
of the ";"er, and' stripping off aU my garments, dippe,I" my shirt 
in the water, and put it on, unwrung, and in a streaming atate. I 
did the same by aU my oth"" garments, even !O t1i~ .sI<uU-<l8p. my 
head being close shaved; and, beneath the foIdsof m1 turbfo, I . -" .. , 
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wound a long cotton towel, wetted in the Sflmc manner, my wholt· 
dress thus containing several quarts' of wa~. 

In this state I quitted Delhi Aba.., in !'Ompany witb the same 
party, going out over a bridge of four arches, an old Mohammedan 
work fast falling to decay, and pursuing a south-westerly direction 
across the plain. The <:ountl'y was mostly desert, though intt-'r
sected hy canals, some full and others dry. It continued all (he 
way to be intensely hot, so that the richest of" our party carried 
large and thick parasols, and the poorest ,Iefended themselves from 
thp SIIII in the best way they could, by doubling the folds of their 
cloaks and other thick garments over their heads. The skin of my 
face and lips was cracked and split by the dry and parching heHt, 
and my eyes were so swollen, reddened, and inflamed, that it was 
pai"Rfu\ even to keep them open. Notwithstanding the prePlution 
I had taken before setting out, of saturating the whole of my 
gllrnient.... with water, "the evaporation was so great, that. the 
innermost of them was· completely dry at sun-set. After this, the 
air became less oppressive, though it still continuL--d to be hot, even 
until midnight. 

.JOLY 15th.-We continued our even course over the plain, 
without once varying t"!le direction, passing a square enclosure, and 
a small village about midni~ht, and at day-hreak, opcnlllg ;J. view of 
a country exactly like Lower Egypt. On the level plaill, which 
now" spread itself on all sides, were seen, in different quarters of'the 
horizon, groves of palm-trcL-s, caeh t<Jrming a sepamtc cluster apart 
from the others, and cach marking the place of " scl.~rate village. 
the soil was highly fertile, having already yielded its harvest of 
the present year, and the plain was inte=>cted by one large canal, 
With several smaller ones hran<:hing oft'. from it, all of which 
strengthened its. resemblimce to the lands on the banks of the Nile. 

It was just. as we had crossed one of the canals, and while suf
ferlng 'inten,.ely from thirst, that I asked a Dervish, who was drink
iri,rff;)m the hollow shen ofa eocoa-nut at the'stream, to I(iv,' me a 
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draught of water from. his vessel; but. this niaD, though devoted 
by his order to the exercise or' hospitality ahd charitable offices to 
all mankind, and though he had but the moment before returned 
me tbe salutation of ·the faitbful, added insole!)ce to his refusal, and 
pricking my mule with", sharp instrument, caused the poor. beast, 
already sinking under his double burthen of a lading and a rider, 
to rear and kick, amI ultimately to throw me of!; wit.h a part of the 
lading upon me. The .agility of this Def\'ish, who ·was young and 
active, enabk:.d him to es<.~ape the punishment I should otherwise 
have inflicted on him, for this breach of his own precepts to otherN ~ 
but, as I was now dismonnu....o, I began to reload the articles that 
had fallen off, after which, I repaired to t.he stream, to allay both 
my thirst and my auger at the same time. On endeavouring to re
moullt, which was a task of no small difficulty, as the lading of .the 
beast was wide and high, and there were neither stirrups, nor a ~tone, 
or the smallest eminence of any kind near u!;, the whole 0' the 
poor creature's hurthen came tumbling 011 the ground: It ha(~ at 
first perhaps been hut l .. dly secured, though I had used all my 
strength and skill in loading it: but the effcct of the rearing, kick_ 
ing, and rolling of the animal on the earth, when the Dervish pro
voked it to throw me, had made the whole so loose that it rolled 
entirely under the animal as it stood. To increase the evil, as I let 
go my hold of the halter, in order to use both hands in securing 
the packages, the mule made off at a full gallop, frisking and 
flinging its head in the air, pawing with its fore-legs, and kicking 
with its hind ones, as if in derision at my dilemma, and triumph·for 
its own happy riddance and escape. As the rest of the party had 
by this time got far a-head, I waited in this miserable plight for 
two full hours, by the way-side, literally guarding the Jllerchanilize 
with one eye, and keeping a look-out with the othe! on the·moveruen\S 

. of my tmilnt mnle, who regaled himself 1m the shrubs near; be.. 
sides being in continual apprehension of having .the whole property 
(which was nM my own) tak ... possesSion of by robbers, who ~. 
never wanting to Ibltow up the 8~1ers.ofa .caravan, and p4md1ll' . 
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all they can lay their hands on. At length, some Peasants of the 
country coming by, veiy charitably assisted me to catch my mule, 
and even helped me to reload it, when, with their assistance, for it 
could not otherwise have been done, ] remounted, and continued 
my way; they themselves soon branching all' to their own villages 
near the road. 

Though I was now perfectly alone, and liable therefore to insult 
and· pillage frolR any handful of men who might cr0S8 my path, I 
went on with a light heart at the prospect. of my troubles being soon 
to be at an end, and had filled my pipe on the mule's back, to smoke 
away my cares, and to make its enjoyment ('ompensate for the want 
of a companion. As I abandoned the halter of the beast, by throw
ing it for a moment across his neck, while I struck a light, which re
quires the use of both hands, and while I was in the act of drawing 
lily first whiff; the refractory brute, probably Irom imagining' the 
prickihg of the Dervish to ~ near him again, first cocked his cars for
ward, then stood fixed and immovable, and at length, after three or 
four repeated flingings of his hind leW' in the air, again unseated me, 
and flon',in the confusion of this totally unexpected result, the haggage 
and the animal itseJf came tumMing after and upon me, and nearly 
crushed me to death by their filII. I was a long while before I could 
extricate myself from this state, tor even the beast was in some way 
entangled by it.. own girths and bandages, and could not rise Irom 
the ground. When I had with difficulty regained my legs, I loum' 
the burthen, from the linnncss with which it was last braced on, to 
he all secure; and by my assistance, and a vigorous effort of its own, 
the mule rOM' again, with all its lading fast as before. All my efforts 
to '. mount WL'l'e, however, quite ineffectual; the packages, being 
large and comparatively light, making an elevation of three or four 
feetabove the anima~s hock. My poor mule had had his share of dis
asters, as well as myself; alfd he seemed determined, by all the freaks 
and trici<swithin his power to pcrfunn, to shew that he would not 
hataIl:l:&hY' more. I was obliged therefore, bruised and tired amI 
irritared.u 'clwas, to trudge the rest of my way on foot, holding the 
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halter of my char.p:l· firmly ill my hand', to prevent hihi escape, and 
milch more dispoWtl to /-tive him the stripes of the )'arisian ass-driver. 
as rclarep hy Sterne, than to fCL>tl him on the Illfwa roolls of'the sen

timental traveller. 
. It was not until fllll four hours aftcr sun-rise that I entered, 

alone, the villa~c of lIchhebt leadill~ my mule after mc, and attract
in~ the in'luiril's of the idle and ('UriOllS, as well as of the humane 
and charitahle, a~ to what cu~ddl!llt had hdilllen me.; t lwsc inquiries 
bciJll' SUlP(r('~tl'll hy t.he dust with whidl I wa~ cm'cfl-,< i, the f,Hro'cd 

1::'1 1"'>1"'> .~ 

slat£> of my rCllt gilrllH'IIt.~. and thl' f:1Shioll of 111)' tnrhan, whidl Was 
unlike the ~llHp(, of any dass, ilnd my whole (·ostHnl(.~ disordered and 
awry. ] s1l<'e(·('(lt,d, at length, in findillg out the eoJft,{!-hOllSe or 
shed at. whieh lily young friend Sulilllan hmJ put up; and after 
anointing TIly IlfIti~eR, washing mysel f n'om head to foot, and giving' 

my ~rn f:,rarmcnts to bc repaired, I lay g ladly down, t.o recruit my 
exhausted strenr.,yth. 

It wa.'! long past noon when I awokl', and the pain which I sui:' 
fered from til(' hruist·s sust.ained in my fall ·was now much gn.~akr 
than hefim', ami ahno~t disabled me from walking. Suliman ex
pressed the most earnest solicitude for my comfort, and did a hlln
dn.,<l kind offi(!cs, to whi(~h nothing but a humane heart could have 
prompt<.. '<.I him. \Vc were both in the same (.'Otft..'C-ShL><i, or khan, for 
these werc here unitec.l, a.'i the Hadjee llabl.>cb and his friend~ the 
fat Moollah of Kiffrec ; uut these would neither of them now speak 
to anyone of our party: and when they were told of my disasters, 
they exultingly exclainH. .. >d, " Thus does God punish thOt4e who vio
late the sanl-tuaries of hi. Prophet." We careu hut little for a re
sentment, so perfectly harmle .. in its cffc'Cts, in spite of which Suli
man and myself made an excellent dinner together, desiring nothing 
hetter than that it might fall to our lot to ~fellow-travellers on 
some future occasion, 

1 saw no, more of the town of Hebheb than the portions passed 
through on our entry into :qtd exit from ,it. The most remarkable 
features of it were 'a fine stream of clear water running tilroogh.the 
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town, many enclosed groves of tall palm-tret's interrflillgle(l \\-'ith the 
dwellings, and ill these an abumlancc of wilc.l pigeons and turtle
doves. The population of the place is thought to he ahout three 
thousand, but two would, perhaps, he nearer the truth. J was par
ticularly struck with the rcscmhlance of the people in gelleral to 
~Egyptians., both 111 ('omlllexi0J1, stature, feature, anti dr(~s; amI even 
the Arabic spoken here seeillcd to my car to approach a.s uearly to 
that of E~ypt, a. .. the features of the eoullt.ry along the Tigris re
semble those of the lanus that honler Oil the Nile. 

This was the first place at which, during: all Illy travels in 
Mohammedan countries., which had now been cOJll-i:dcrahJe, 
had ever seen boys puhlicly exhibited <Hill set apart fiJr purprn;es 
of depravity not to he named, J had, int.let~d, heard of public esta· 
blishments for such infamous practices at COllstantinol)le, but J had 
always douht.cd the fact. I saw here, howcver, with my own· cyeli, 
one of these youths avowedly devoted to purposes not to be de
scribed, and from the very thought of which the mind revolt!: with 
horror, This )'onth " .. ·as by no nwalls remarkable for ~.auty of 
person, nnd was even dirtily and meanly uressec.l. His costume was 
that of an Arab, wit]' a peculiaI' kiwi of silk handkerchief, called 
ketfeeah, hanging down ahout the Ilf:'>ck, and thrown over the head. 
He wore, however, all the silver ornaments peculiar to females; and 
from his travelling khoordj he exhibited to the persons in the coffee
house a mnch richer dress of muslin and gold stuffs, in \",hil:h he 
arrayed himself Oil ccriA.1in occasions. The boy was about ten years 
of age, impudent, forward, and re\"olting-Iy fond and fawning ill his 
demeanour, He hung about the persons of those who were seated 
in the coffee-house, sitting on their knees, amI singing indescrilJahle 
8OJlgH; but no one, as far as I could learn, avowed allY neal'er ap-., 
proaeh., There were many of the party, indeed, who insisted that 
the praCtice had IlO cxisten<'e in Turkey; but that the ol~cd lor 
which boys of this description was cxhihitt.. ... l was merely to sing, to 
daace, and to excite [,I" .. urable id_; and that for this purpose 
they were taught alluring ways, and furnished with splcmlid dresses. 
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Others, howevef, 'V,0re frankly admitted.ru.t the viee was not merely 
imaginary, and common notoriety would seem to confirm this view 
of the case. This youth was under the rare of an elder and a 
youllger:man, who travelled with him, and tohan.-d tlle profits of his 
exhibition Hnd his usc. As neither the state of morals nor of man
ners in any country can he accurately judged of without £",ts of· 
this nature being stated, as well as those of a more honourable kind, 
I have felt it my duty, as an ob$crver of human llatur(~,. to record, 
in the least objectionahle manner in which I can convey the descrip
tion so as to be intelligible, this lllurk of profligacy, to which the 
classiCal scholar will readily remember parallels in ancient manners, 
but which among the modems ha...c; been thought by many to be 
nowhere openly tolerated. 

'Ve prepared to sct out as on fonner occasions, after the prayers 
of Ef Assr, and ahout the hottest time of the day. Some causes of 
detention howevcr happening, it was four o'clock before we were 
all mounted amI on our way. 

Going still in a direction of south-west, we passed several sm"l1 
villages, embosomed in grovl:s of palm-trees, and went over several 
eanals of water, across wooden planks used as bridges. One ofthcse 
was so loosely held together, that a laden mule and his rider jell 
through two of the boards as they separated, and were with great 
difficulty rescued from suffocation. 

It was not morc than two hours after quitting. the town of 
Hebheb, that we came on the eastern bank of the Tigris, which 
seemed here to be ahout the same .ize as at Mousul, or SCl\rcely at 
all augmented. We haltc'tl on its bank. for sun-set prayers, and 
suffered our animals to drink and graze for the shortpericxl of our 
stay. On remounting, we continued our way in a southern direc
tion, with slight OC'..caSional deviations, as we now. followed the wind_ 
ing of the river, and kept always close upon its edge . . 

JULY 16th.-Though thus ~pon the horders of a lar!ll' and ret"., 
tilizing stream, nothing could be more dreamy ,and monotonoUll than. 
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the scenery which, during the whole of our long mgnt's ride, pre
sented itself on every side. We quitted the hanks of the Tigris 
soon after midnight, as it bent a little to the south..,ast; hltt though 
now thus near to the great metropolis of' the surrounding country, 
the tract over which we passed appeared to have in it a much 
greater portion of desert and unproductive space than of fertile 01' 

cultivated soil: and we neither saw villages nor people for man)" 
hours in succession. 

It was with the earliest blush of <lawn that we first gained sight 
of Bagdad, at a distance from us of about four or five rnilt~s. 4s it 
seemed to stand on a perfectly level plain, it presented no otbe,' 
prominent object!'! than its domes and minaret.":;, and these were 
neither so large nor so numerous as I had expected to have seen 
rising from the centre of this proud capital of the Khalifs, I"pose 
empire once extended from the I1illars of Hercules to the Chinese 
Wall, and from the Indian Ocean to the Frozen Sea. 

At sun-rise, we reached the gate of entrance, on the outside of 
which Turkish horsemen were now assembling to exercise the 
throwing of the jcrccd, and foot-soldiers were ('ollecting in still 
greater numbers, to [orlo an escort for the Pasha, who was every 
moment expected on his return from his morning ride. 

Being arrested at the gate by the public offi"ers stationed there 
to guard against the entrance or exit of (:ontraban~ (.'Ommodities, I 

. was made to dismount, for the purpose of their examining the Jading 
of my mule ;. but having said that neither the animal nor the goods 
belonged to me, I was detained until the owner of the beast should 
come to answer for himself. This was the Hadjee Habeeb, who I 
had reason to believe had pushed in among the earliest of the crowd, 
probably himself carrying L'Ontraband articles, and thus forcing their 
entranee. ' My belief that he h.d preL-eded me was not admitted, 
however, a$; a sufficient reason for my being suffered to proceed ; 
neither would the officers at the gate examine the lading in my pre
sence; 88 I had admitted it was not my own, nor would they sutler 
me to abandon the ·animal to the care of another; and go my way. 
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I continued to wait, therefore, very humbly at the gate of this 

great city, sitting cross-lcl(gcd on the dusty ground, and holding the 
halter of my mule, who continued to be too refractory and ungo
vernable to the last to he left quietly to himself; and had lighted my 
pipe, to lessen the Q'tlium of thi~ detention ; when a TurkiRh soldier 
impudentl,.,.. snatehcd it from me, ami cxtingui:;;hcd it. asking: me, at 
the same time, how I uared he p;uilty of ~n('h a hreach of decorum 
just as th( ~ Pasha was about to pa~s. 

Pr('scntl~' , this distinguished pcrsml:lge entered, preceded hy 
a tl'~)()P of his Georgian Mamlouk guards, aU gaily dressed, and 
mounted on fin e and well-furnished horses. A troop of foot 801-

di cT~ followed, all of them having .En~li~h muskets, and mallY of 
them English milita.f)" ('oab, which tlu,'y purchase with the otlw)' 
WOfTJ-put garments of the British r('sid('nt's~ards; but their head
dress was a huge fur cap, of a semi-globular fonn and savage appear
ance, and their whole dcportment exhihited the total absenec or 
discipline or unif()rmity, A few drums nnd rCL->tl-pit'>cs were tllc 
only instruments of music, and the sounds of these were far frmll 

dignified or agreeahle, 
Nothing, however, could surpass t.he awe which the passing-by 

of the ll asha seemed to inspire in aU who witnessed it, though this 
is no doubt a f'reilucnt occurrence. Tht're were two large ~ojf_ee
hou!ics ncar the gate, the benches of "o'hich were filled with ihitn_ 
drcds of' spedators ; yet not a pipe was lighted, lIot a cup of' coffee 
served, and not It word spoken, during this awful moment, Every 
one rose, and either made au indination of the body, or lifted his 
hand to his lips, his f(}rchcad, and his heart, in token of respect. 
The Pashu, though he seemed sc",,,ely to turn his head or his eyes 
from a straight-forward view, nevertheless returned these salutations 
,with great grace, and every thing was conducted with' th~ utmost 
gravity and decorum. 

At the close of this procession, Dr: Hine and Mi. Bellino, the 
"hysi"ian "111\ secretary of the British resident at Bagdad, passed 
close bt me, nn h~n;eback, as I sat smothered in the very · dust· of 
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their horses hoofs; but though I knew them at th~ moment to be 
the persons they were, from their dresses, and from hearing them 
converse in English as they passed, and though I felt the humilia
tion to which I was reduced as extremely galling, yet I forbore to 
mak(~ myself known to them under such circumstances and in such 
a crowd. 

When the cavalcade had entirely passed hy, and everyone rc
turm .. 'C.l again to the carc o( his own (:onct~rn!oi, I prcSS<..'<.l hard to IX:! 
released from the unreasonable and llOpelcss bondage in which 1 
was thus held ; but entreaty procured me only abu"", and the 
satisfaction of being thought an idlc v<lhrabolld who wished to' aban
don the property of the man on whose hca~t I roue, with a view, no 
doubt, to escape from paying him for its hin·. Altereations, hard 
words, and, at last, on my part also, t.hreat') and ahuse. SU(~ccetled, 
however, in effecting whut I believc ~t·ntlt.·r terms would ncvc~ have 
done; till, at length, being able to bear with it no longer, I drew 
my pistol from Illy p;irdlc, anti daring anyone at the peril of his 
life to molest 111(', J 1t~d ott' my mule in triumph, amid the exc
crations of the guaJ"d~ for my insolent''', but cheereu hy the shouts 
and applause of the rabhle, for my dcfianr,e of a class on whom 
they look with the hatred of atl oppressed race towards their 
tyrants. 

, "I took the animal to the KOllauk Tatar Agasi, or head-quarters 
of the couriers, where, on rcpresenting myself to be an English.. 
man, (of whidt the guards at the gdte knew nothing,) I was 
tr~ated with great respect, and suffered to leave the heast, to he 
delivered to its owner, without any further care of mine. As I 
waited here uutil the Tartar Jonas, who had uescrtL'(1 us 011 the 
road, was sent ior--coffec, pipes, anu sherbet were served to me, 
and I was entertain('>d with the. most extravagant praist..'S, whieh 
these men bestowed on the eharacl!'r of the English generally, ariu 
of their illustrious representative at B"b>dad ;n particular. 

When Jonas at length arrived,.J tool<'. him with me · to the 
house. pf Mr. Rieh, to whom I eXpiftined, .the' whole of his beha-
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viour to US on tLe road, and all the co u nt inconvenie that 
I had uff'ered; and by this gentleman I was assured that proper 
notice hould be taken of the Tartar' treacherous conduct. The 
reception I met with at the hands of ich, w warm and 
cordial in the high t degree. I fowul an apartm t y for me, 
ervanq, placed at my disposal, and, indeed, all the copUorts of a 

paternal home, with the most hearty and oft- elcome. 
fter passing a hort time in conversation with r. ich, I was 

condUcted by one of hi rvants to the bath; aud alter much 
enjoyment there, returned to a day of unusual hap' s in 
the intelligent and amiable society of Mr. and: Mrs. R' b, and the 
other mem rs of their family. 

.. 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 



CHAPTER XX. 

DESCRIPTION OF BAGD D. 

JULY 2Oth.-The change from all that could be aisagreeable, in 
the way of living, to so much comfort, and, indeed luxury, as I found 
in the house of Mr. and Mrs. Rich, added to the st' . her charm 
of the intellige t soci ty with which I had beoome surrounded 

ufticient to repay me for all the vexations I had suffered 
way. I motioned to enjoy .these pleasures uninteruptedly 

lMmerai days, before I fj t yen a desire to gratify that curiosity 
rally . tien't .on ntering 1¥ge and celeb~ted . 

gentlemen f the esta
horseback, goi.ng down 

UJW!ILJI~lDR Gut through the 8Outh-

•• 
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eastern gate, an.t making the circuit of tile walls, so as to return l>y 
the north-western gate of entrance. which leads from the Mousul 
road. The remainder of the day was devoh'!<l to an examination of 
the interior of the city, in the compt.my of native rCKident guides; 
and from this, with thc intbr!llation acquired from other sources, 
during the few dap I had already l>een in Bagdad, the following 
account, which if not as full is at least as faithful as I could make 
it, was carefully eOJnl'ilcd .• 

. TI.le city of llagtlad stands Oil a level plain, on tllC north-east 
hank of the Tigris, havjng one of its sides dose to the water's edge. 
The plan which Niebuhr has given of it, appeared t.o me generally 
aceurate, both as to the form and extent of' t he city and its suburbs; 
to tile .outline delineation ofwhi<:h, description alone cun supply the 
more minute details. 

The' wall by ",hidl Bagdad is !'lurrounded hem's marks of having 
been constructed and rcpaired at many ditfhent periods; nmI, a~ in 
most other MohammedaJ! _.,works, the old('~t portion is the best, and 
the latest the \\"on;t part. of thc tilhri(~. The wall is built entirely of 
brick, of diffcr,'nt qual1ties, ;t(~(~rding to the age ill which the work 
wns done; it has large round towe", at the principal angles, with 
smaller towers, at short dist.mecs from each otiwr, in the intervals 
between t.he liJfger ones .. On the large towers arc hatter.ics planted 
with brass calln-~n of different calibre, badly Illountcd, and not more 
than fifty in number, induding all the fortifications towards the land
side of the <:ity. 

There are thrc"e gates of entrance and outlet; one on the 8Outh, 
east, a second on the north--cast, and a third on the north-west of 
the city. Th" last of tllL'se i. the principal one, leading from the 
most lrequcnkd road, to the most populous and l>usy part of the 
to'ru, having the cxercise-I,'Tound for playing the Turkish game of 
ttui 'Jereed just without it, with the Great Market and the Pasha'.,' 
Palace not 'IlIr distant within. 'I'he whole wall has a dry ditch of... 
('onsiderable depth aroun4 it, b~t this i. merely an excavation, wit.\l-
out masonry or lining. of'any kind. . 
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The best portions of the old work remaining in' the walls, are 
in two of the angular towers, not far from the central gate: these 
are indeed excellent. The quality of the bricks, which arc of a 
yeHowjsh colour, and the closeness and symmetry of their union, 
are both equal to any ancient masonry that 1 had ever seen; and a 
long inscription, which occupies a broad band of the northernmost 
of these towers, is t!x('cutLxl in the best manner of the old Arahic 
s<~ulpturc. From the form of' this inscription, it did not appear to 
rut" to be the same that· Niebuhr had copit.'tl from one of the towers; 
I>y which it appears that the Khalil' Nasr hat! collstruct"d it in the 
year 618 or the H"jira, or 12:!1 of the Christian era. 

The whole of' the country to the Harth and cast of Bagdad, as 
far a'3 can be seen in riding around its wans, is one flat waste, with 
~car(:ely a tree or a village to he perceived throughout its whole 
extent; but, as the roads from the inkrior traV('n;e this level 'plain, 
it i" Ot.'easionaHy enlin'ncd hy the appearance of troops and parties 
of horselnen, passing t.o and fro from the city at all hours of the day. 

The interior of the town OffCN fewer o~lccts of interest than 
one would expect, from the cd"l>rity which the name of Bagdad 
has obtained as an Oriental emporium of wealth and magnificence. 
A large portion of' the g-rollnd mcluded within the wal1s is unoc
cupied by buildings, particularly on the north-<!astl'l"n side ; anil 
even where edifices abound, particularly in the more populous 
quarter of the· city, near the river, a profusion of trees arc SCCII; ~ 

that, on viewing the whole from the terrace of any of the houses 
within the walls, it appears like a city arising from amid 11 grove of 
palms, or, like what Babylon is supposed to have I>em. a walled 
province rather than a single town. . 

All the buildings, both public and private, are constructed of 
furnacetburnt bricks, of a yellowish red colour, a small size, and 
~th such rounded angles as prove most of them to have been used • • 

~y before, being taken, perhaps, from the ruins of ·one 
edifi<Je 00 construct a second, and a~n, from tJle fallen fragments 
of that to Compose a third. In the rew instanees where the bricks 
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are new, they hhve an appearance of deanliness and neatness never 
presented by the Jld, thougb ,wen these are still much· inferior in 
those particulars to stolle. 

The streets of' Bagdad, as in all other eastern tOWfll4, are llarrow 
and unpa\'ed, and their 8ides present ::tenerally twu blank walls, 

windows being rc]fdy seen opening on the public thoroughfare, while 
the doors of entrance leading to the dwellin,h'S from thence are !':maU 
and mean. Thes(' streets are more intrieatl' and winding than in 
many of the great towm; of' Turkcy, and, with tlw exception of some 

tolerahly regular lines of bazars, and a ft·w open squares, the interior 
of Hagtlad is a labyrinth of aBeys and passages. 

The Serai, or Palace of the Pasha .. is an extt'llsive rather than a 
gmnd huilding. It stands in the north-west quarter of the town, 
and not far fr~m the banks of the Tigris. I t contains, ~ithin its 
wans,~ most of the public offices, with :o!padnus accommodations for 
the Pasha's suite, his stud, amI attcndants; but being a compa
ratively modern huilding, with auditions made at difl'ercnt periotls, 
it forms a large pile of the most cOllfhscd plan, offering nothiug of 
archit;(,'(~tural beauty, strength, or interest. 

The MOSf.jues, which are always the prominent ol~jects in Mo
hammedan citit'S, are hert! built in a different style from those seen 
in most other parts of' Turkey. The most ancient of' these i. thought 
to be the " 'J,imah el Sookh el Gazcl," so called from its standing in 
the market where cotton thread is sold.-

Tbe body of' tbe original building appears to have been destroyed 
by violen(.'e. No more' remains of it at present than the minaret and 
a small portion of' tbe outer walls. The former of tbese i. a short, 
thick, he~yy column, of' the most graceless proportiolllit built of 
bricks, diagonally cros!'cd, and varied in colours, 88 in the minaret of 

. . 
Jarnak ill the Arabic for a m01lquc ; Sookh, thc name of a public market or buir. 

Gaul, is the name of cotton thread, and is a different word from GArt!elle, the name of ' 
thc DeSert antelope. This markct.placc, at the time of my pAIRing through it, ' W8.tl 

crowded to exce8.~ hy country women, the "cnden of this coDimodity; and the ' ·~ne 
wall one of great Cl'ln(uMon, Nl~tbat my view or the mOlKlue was imperfect. ' . ' 
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the Great Mosque at Mou8u!' The spring of the I'rbjection lor the 
gallery, from whence the invitation to prayer is repeated, <:ommences 
even below the (''Cntre of the column, and goes up in a series of 
poinuod arched niches, dropping ornaments like stalactites, &c. till 
it reaches about two-thirds the height of the shaft, gradually swelling 
outward, and terminating in the gallery before mentioned. The 
pit..~e of the column above this is short, and terminated hya roundish 
summit; the whole is much inferior to the Turkish minarets of 
Syria, and still more so to the light and elegant ones seen in many 
parts of Egypt. The exterior surface of this minaret bears also 
marks of' violence; out sufficient of' it remains to sh(:w that some 
parts of it were highly ornamented with tIle fanciful s<:ulptures of 
Arabesque work; and an inscription, copieo f()r Niebuhr hy an Arab 
Moollah, states it to have been crecu-'tl by t.he Khalif Mosbmser, in 
the year of the lIejira .633, or 1235 of the Christian era, abou't'four
teen yean; after the date of the tower seen in the outer waH of the 
city, and already described. 

The Jamah el .Mcrjatnccah, a mosque not fur distant. from this, 
has some remains of equally old and very rich Arabesque work, 
on its surf are. The body of the mosque itself is modern, and its 
interior present.~ nothing remarkahle, but its door of entrance is 
very fine. This is formed by a lofty arch of t.he poinu~l form, 
bordered on each side hy a SucCCI-5s1on of rich bands, eXQuisitely . . 
~ulptured, going up the sides, and meeting at the top, nearly in the 
form of the arch iUicIf. The outermost of these is followed by a 
large moulding, of sufficient diameter to be called a column, did it 
not arch over at the tol' to crown the lesser bands there de
sCribed. This moulding is . spirally fluted all the way up, and on 
the projecting parts of the flutings are minute and laboured sculp
tures, in the style of the age in whieh it was executed. There are a 
profusion of inscriptions, which might be copied by anyone having 
time. to devote to such a task ; but it would require weeks at least 
to cdpiplet,e the labour. . • 

Thp sOOkh el Bafta, or Market of Muslins; which is mntinued 
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in a street leaciing from tlti. mosque, is apparently of the same ag<>. 

I observed in this market, or bazar, a peculiarity which I had Dever 
seen elsewhere: namely, a band of old Arabic inscriptions over 
each shop-bench, sculptured in large charack,rs, and with as much 
care as any of the inscriptio", on the mO'"lues. These were exe
cuted with so much regularity ano unifonnity, as to induce a belief 
of their bejng coeval with the bazar itself, which was very old; but, 
whether they designated the names of the OCCUpiel'l at its first 
opening, promulgatro !Some holy scntcIlL'C, or markL-'d the date 

of the fouudation, we could not, in the hurry of our excursion, 

ascertain. . 
The Jilmah el Khassiikcy, like the two former mosques, has but 

a smaU portion of the original t,~ee remaining. I n this is seen a 
niche of prayer, peculiarly remarkable .. Th""" niches arc gencr.illy 
simple and unadornel t:ecesses, dire(iting the wonhippcr towards 
the Kaaba at Mecca; and they have been held to denote, at the same 
time, the invisibility of God, which i. sUPl'!"'ed to "" cxpressc>d, by 
having them llcrfcctly plain and empty, in contradistinction to similar 
rt..'CCSses in the tempk'S of the infidcJs, which were inVRriaoly occu
pied hy idols. or figures of human bdngs. The niche of this 
nlOsque, which isofthe uRual concave form , is crowned by a Roman 
arch, !:Iupported on two :ollUall columns. Thcse last have square pe
destals, 8pimUy-Huted .hafts, allli .. ri<:ll • .apital of flowers, like a pro
tuse and florid composite. Around the arch, froll1 piUar to pil1nr, 
is a sculptured frieze, rL'Sembling those seen on the Roman ·monu· , 
ment ,called the Tombs of the Kings at Jerusalem, on the door of 
the Romall Palace at Konnawaught in the plains of tile Hauran, 
and on '<;}leI '}loman temples and early Christian C¥.irl>es seen 
and dcseriI,ed in tfte journey through the ClI8tern parts 'Of Syria . 

. ' 
A still;l!lore .striking fea.ture of this mche is a ilpe fan . or shell~top. 
more D~lyresembling those seen at l'aIrnyra,' lI"d Baalbecl<, thaII 
th~ f .. und at Je.rash and Adjcloon in the Decapoli,; Hut evidently 
in the Roman, and not in the Ambic taste. I remembered,however, 

• • . ".. I!. 

on this occasion, the ~:topped mche, standing on the outaide oK 
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the entrance gate to the Grcat Castle of Bosra in the Hauran, now 
used by the Mohammedans residing in that ruined city, lor prayer, 
as it points directly to the Kaaba. I had at first conceived that to 
have been a Roman military guard-house, convertc~ from it.o,; local 
(.'Onvcnience, to its present purpose; hut, as there are strong rea !Sons 
to believe that castle to be a Saracenic work, grafted on the ruins 
of a noble Roman theatre, this supposed guard-house might well 
have been a chapel, with its f.lIl-toppcd niche of prayer, just as the 
same is seen here, in the less uoubtful court of the J'lmah .cI Kh~
oakey, at Bagdad. Down the centre of the back of this niche ran 
a broad band, richly sculptured with vases, flowers, &c. in the very 
best style of workmanship, and the whole was executed on a white 
and fine grained marble." 

The work secn in the . i.llterior of this mosque seemed to be 
of much later <.tdte than the original building. It wa."; Hot I;l~re]y 
simple, but mean, thoug~ it had several ~ral>ic inscriptioll!'! in a good 
upright character, and o.ne in the loose and flowing character of the 
Persians. The minaret is apparently a work of the present century, 
and offers nothing remarkable in its stnlcture, its form being like 
the other towers in the taWIl, all(l itli surface one tawdry glare of 
green, black, and other coloured tiles, mixed with the hrick of which 

. it is built. 

The Jamah el Vizier, which is seated ncar the Tigris, nnd only 
a few yards Irom the Bab el Jissr, or gate of the bridge, has a fin" 
dome and lofty minaret. The great mosque, seated in the square 
of El Maidan, in the way from the north-west gate to the palace 
and the Briti.h residence, i. also a noble huilding; but most of the 
others, not , pere particularly named, are of comparatiyely inferior 
importance. 

, The domes of .Bagdad are said to be· in the Persian taste; and 
the dillerenee of their fonn and style of decoration, from those of . 

-
• ';l'he mixture uf 1\0llll\ll mid Saraccnic architect un' all(I sculpture. in the same 

edifioet.· ha!I been a\rmdy fn·lj\\(,ntly &.(lvert(-d hf in this lln~ preceding ,·olmll\'s, in 
",biclt,tlt.e IU1bj~t of the dincrent ordtrs hal> been (liscussOO. 

3 (' 
• 
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Turkt·y and Arn~in, was one of the first peculiarities which stnlck me 
on entering the city. There ure two or thr<..:oe insignificant domes, of a 
flattened fonn and plain surfa.c·c: but the principal oncs are all high, 
and disproportiollUtely Jmrrow, their height exceeding their diame
ter by about one halt: They are richly omrunented witli glazed 
tiles and p.'l.inting, the c,olours uset! l)(~ing ehicffy green and white. 
Some of the inscriptions are also executL'tl in this fimciful manner, 
in bands running round t4e toot of the dome. The !(litter of these 
colours, reHected from a polished $urihce. ~ives a gaiety and liveli
nes.'i, rather than majesty or maf:,rniticcllcr, to the buildings; hut, 
although unexpected novelty is gCIU'faHy a~re('ab)c, yet, both at 
first !o>ight, and after repeatt.>c.l ob8etvat ion, tlu.-"Sc. Persian domes 
appeared to I~e mu~h inferior to the rich and stately dOIl1(.'8 uf Egypt, 
and <;speciaUy those of ,the MaTnlouk sepulchres at ·C.,iro. 

The minarets, ornamented in the satHe manner, anti offering the 
same bright assemblage of colours, al'C not to be t.'Ompared to the . . 
plain amI grave di:"'llity of some of tht: Turkish tOWCJ1oi at Diarhekr, 
Aleppo, and Damascus, nor to the lighter clegat:lt.'C of tuany of thuse 
in the larger tmms on the hc1.nks of the Nile. 

Hoth on'the domes and lJ.linarcts of Bagdad, ~he high brr(..~i) r~, 
with a globe surmounted by the crescent, as reprt..'sented ill most 
of the Eastern scenery exhibited· on the ' English stage. is however 
frequently seen, though this is not common "in other parts of Tur
key. The number of the mosques in this city is thought to exceed 
a hundred; but, of these, not more than thirty can be distinguished 
hy their particular minarets or steeples; the rest are probably mere 
chapels, oratories, tombs, and venerated plac-cs, resorWd to by the 
populadrfor prayer. . '. : 

The public khans, or caravanse)"ais, amount to about thirty, but 
th~y are all inferior in 'their coD8tru~tion to ' thOse of .Diarbekr and 
Orfah. One <If . these, called Khan el Oorthweb.j. remarkable, 88 

having both its larger and .maller ... rches 'pOi~ted, ;rith an inter
mediate range of a tlattened form and ceotllllindentation, alier the 
lIlallller of tho.e before described at Mousul. This edifice bears tbe 
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marks of considerable antiquity; it is well built, 'of a very dark
coloured brick, with white cement, and has all the usual ornaments 
of Arabic and Turkish architecture, in stalactite drops. overhanging 
niches, &c. . 

The' bazars are nwnerous, and mostly fonnL..u. of long, str'clight, 
and tolerably wide avenuf.-"S. The best of theS{~ are vaulted over 
with brick-work; but the greater number are merely covered by flat 
beams, laid across from side to side, to support a roof of straw, dried 
leaves, or branches of trees and grass. The shops in these hazars 
are well furnis)}(."(} with Indian l"flmrnodities: but this, which I had 
expectetl to have found the best part of Bagdad, is perhaps tbe 
mo~t inferior of all . . Throughout the dty, there is not a hazar that 
can he compared with the one adjoining the Khan cl ~oomrook, at 
Or/ah. The one most recently built is the largest and the best; 
this is long. wide, lofty, and well-filled .with dealers aud wal'~~, but 
there il'i still an air of meanness about , it, which I had never before 
observed in any large Turkish city. 

The baths are also inferior to those of all the large towns of 
Mesopotamia, through which I had yet passed. There are said to 
be more than fifty of these establishments at Bagdad, amI, on the 
day of my arrival, 1 was tak,,,, to one of the best ot them. This 
was large, and well supplic>(1 with wnter; but its . bare brick walk 
only here and there }><1.tched with tiles of hirds and flowers, its poor 
Imvement, and general gloom and nakt..u.llcss, owns of the most 10f
bidding kind. The attendants were inferior in adroitness to the 
Egyptians and Damascenes: of this diff~l"crice I had the best o))por
tunity of judging: for, being taken to the bath by one of Mr. Rich 's 
""rvants, I wa." on that account, trc~ted with ""traordinary respeel 
and attention by the master and. his WlSistants: and if, undcr these 
,iircUD\Bt,ancc'S, the inferiority was very marKed, it was likely.to be 
still more so upon a general comparison between them by casual 
visi.!,>rs and strangers. . 

. Of the private hou_ of Bagdad I.saw but little, excepting only 
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their exterior ~alls and terraces, It struck me as singular, that, 
throughout the whole of this large city, I had not sren even one 
pointed ar<:h in the door of entrance to any private dwelling: they 
were all either round or flat, having a ftlllcy-work of small bricks 
above them; and even in those parts of the old bazias and ruined 
mosques, in which the pointed arch is seen, its form is nearer to the 
Gothic than to the common Saraccnic shape, which I had also ob
served to be the case at 1\'1ousul; so that Bagdad could not have been 
the original seat of Saracenic architecture, which probahly took it~ 

rise much farther in the west.-
The houses eonsist of ranges of apartmcnt~ opening into a square 

interior court; and while , subterranean rooms, call(:d serdaubs, arc 
occupied during the day for the sake of shelter from the intense 
heat, the open terraces art used for the evening meal, and for sleeping: 
on at'ilight. From the terrace of Mr, Rich's residence, which was 
divided into many compartments, each having its separate pas..~~ 
of asccnt and descent, and forming, indeed, so many unroofed cham
bers, we could command, at the Hrst opening of the morning, jUtit 

such a view of Bagdad as is given in the « Diable BoitelLX" of' 
Madrid, shewing liS all the famille. of Bagdad, with their sleeping 
apartments unroofed, and those near our own al~e often in suffi
ciently interesting situations, 

The population of Bagdad is variously L'Stimoted at from fifty to 
a hundred thousand. It is less than that of Aleppo, but greater 
than that of Damaseus, so that about eighty thousand may be near 
the truth. The chief officers of the civil and mili~ry go.ernment 
are from the families of Osmanlies, or Constantinople Turks, though 
they are themselves mostly natives of this city. .The merchants 
and traders are almost all oL~rab descent; and the lower orders of . . 
the people are a mixture of Turkish, Arabic, Persian, and Indian 
blood, in all their different varieties. Th~re are some Jews, and 

• 'i'his fmhject still r:emains in great obscurity, though, it 'Would be wen worth the 
careful inn.'Stigation of some eminent CU'Chitect 'and man of wte. 
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Christians also, who preserve their distinct classes; while the strangers 
in the town are composed of Koords, Persians, and Desert Arabs, of 
each of which there are generally a considerable number. 

The dress of the Bagdad Turks differs from that of their more 
nort.hern countrymen, in being less gay and splendid; and their 
horses, arms, and accoutrements, are all inferior .to those used in the 
other great citic'8 of the empire. The Mamlouk dress of Egypt, ". 
common among the Turkish cavalry, is never seen here; nor did 
] observe the large shelwar of Constantinople, hut in a very few 
instances. Turbans are rarely or never worn by the OsmanH Turks 
of Bagdad. the head being covered among them by the cloth cap or 
Kaook, of a higher and more narrow form than that used at Con
stantinople, and bound round· in a peculiar way by gold-flowered 
muslin at the foot. Angora !!!Ihalloons are worn, for the trowsefS, 
jubM, and benish, or out.er robes, during the summer; and· ~~Ioths 
for the two last, ill winter only; but the dress of the Bagdad resi
dents is, upon the whol~ unusually pJain, in comparison with that 
of other Asiatic.."'l. 

The costume-of the merchants is purely Arab, though generally of 
a better kind than that of the Desert, being made lip almost wholly 
of Indian cotton manufactures for the caftan, fine shalloons for the 
IIpper gdrments, and worked muslins for the waist and head. No 
lvhere are plain white turbans so general as at Bagdad; the very 
lowest order of Mohammedans wear them, as ' a distinction of their 
faith; and their way-.of putting them on is at once characteristic 
and grdCeful. . 

The Jews and Christians dress, as elsewhere throughout Turkey, 
ill dark robes, with Cashmeer shawls, or blue muslin, for turbans. The 
·Persians retain the dress of their own country; by whieh they may 
be instantly distinguished from the other classes; and the Desert 
Arabs are known .by tbeir keffeab, or silk and cotton head drt'lis, 
their abba, or large woollen cloak. imd their curved yambcah. or 
dagger Of the Verne'; shape. 

The dre .. of the females of Bagdad is as mean as that used in 
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the poorest villages of Mesopotamia ; women of all claflHes being' 
enveloped in a blue cheeked cloth, similar to that worn by the low'"'t 
orders in Egypt, and having the taee COVCTt....u b)' It piece of f.\tifl ' 
black gauze. The women of ' the surrounding cOlUltry, who arc 
seen here in crowds -in the markets, which are chiefly JoIupplied hy 
their industry, wear no sllch veils; ovcr their head i!:i often thrown 
a chequered cotton cloth of rL~ and yellow, and their faces arc 
openly exposed to view, with the exception of' the mouth being 
sometimes covered. As among the Bedouins of the DesF.rt, these 
women have their lips stained blue, with lines and other marks 
on different part.s of their faces; hcm'Y hracelets and anklets are 
also worn by th<'m: anu the nose il' t'ithcr adorned by a large 
ring, or a solid, fiat, circular piece of ~old, stuek .in one nostril of the 
size, ~~ape, and appearance of tit(' tum'), gilt buttons worn hy the 
En~li8h peasantry on their Sunday coat:;;. 

The government of Bagdad is in the hands of a Pasha, 3ssi'5ted 
. . . 

by a council. The Pasha himself: though receiving his appointment 
from the Sultall lit COllstantiuople, is gencraHy dependant, [OJ' his 
admission into the city and his retention of power, on the publie 
voi('(', not a'IC...'Crtaincu hy votes ~s in .Europt!, hut popularly ex
pressed ill the damorous manner in which partit~:s in deSpOtic g0-

vernments give vent to their preferences: His council is composed 
of several ,.,'1'eat offkocr.; of state, and 'the <:hief... of the several 
departments of ~ovcrnmcnt: theS{' meet on }'ridays, at ·the public 
divan, for the consideration ofilliportant questi.ons, and their opinion~ 
are heard and weighed in all aflairs of COl/sequence, though the 
common routine of ordinary busines.~ proet.'Cds without their eheek 
or interference, 

The government of Bagdad has been, for so!ile centuries past, 
completely a Mamlouk one, the Pasha bei~g chosen from among 
Georgian Mamlouks here, and approved by . them, as well as hy the 
largest and strongest party in the city, .before he can be established 
in his place, even though supported by ·the 'finnan of the Grand 
Signor, who is nominally the .head of thtl empire. The . present 
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Governor, whose name is Assad J>asha, was born in Dagd.ad, and this 
is said to be the first excep~ion that has happen~'<l to the general 
rule, of their being purely of Georgian bir\ll: the father of the 
present ruler, Suliman Pasha, was, however,. a)lative of Georgia,
and as he was also high in power here, this was deemed sufficient. 
A regular body of Georgian Mamlouks is still kept up by t.he 
present Pasha, by means of fresh irnpor:tations from Georgifl, 
which arc said to increase every year: thito; is likely to continue, CL.'i 

the most lucrative offices, as well as the whole of the" military com
mands, are t~xclusively reserved for this rdce. The most .beautiful 
women of the Harems in Bagdad arc also from the saOle country. 
It is permitted only to the }'aithtUl, however, to possess white slaves, 
black ones bein~ deemeu a sufficient indulgence for unbelievers; 80 

that the Georgians aIllI Circassjans fall exclusively to the enjoyment 
of the orthodox, while ~ccptiL'S and heretics mm;;t content theJl1~elves 
with the sable beauti~'S of Nigritia, Soooan, and MadagdScar. 

The dominion of Assad Pasha extends from Russorah on the 
south, to Mardin on the north, and from the confines of Persia and 
Koordistan on the east, to the frontiers of Syria and Palestine on 
the west. These are the nominal boundaries of his territory, though 
his actual influence does not extend so fiu, particularly on the east 
and west, where independant Koord Chiefs and A"'db Sheikhs set 
his power at defiance. 

Bagdad is always con.sidered as the great frontier town of the 
Turkish empire towards Persia; anel, poorly as it is tortified, when 
compared . with European cities holding a si'milar positjoJ', it ha~, 
neverillel".s, hitherto opposed a successful resistance to the attempts 
of the Persians against it, and is equally secure against the most 
powerful of the Arabs, the Wahabees. 

The force. of the Pasha for defence is raised entirely ;vithin the 
town; and in this, as. in erary other department of his govern
ment, he receives no . assi~~re fron~ the great capital of Constan
tinople, 80 tilat, except in natile. he Ijlay be L'Onsidered as quite in
dependant of the Sultan. His force. eonsists 01' about two thousand 
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horsemen, varioltsly mounted and equipped; a small park of field 
artillery, composed often piece.; and a body of infantry, who gene
rally accompany him as personal guards, and do not exceed a thou
sand men. 

The service of a foot-soldier is always held to be disreputable 
in Turkey! and the infantry of Bagdad are in every sense worthy of 
being so considered. The corpR is made. up of the refuse of every 
class of society, and n·o man is of too bad a character to he admitted 
into it. The pay is only thre'e piastre." (less than a Spanish dollar) 
per month for each man, out of which he i ~ expected to provide him
self with most of the nec{'ssary artidcs of Wb. The distinguishing 
feature of their dress is a large fur cap, of a scmiglohular shape, the 
head being thrust into what might he called the flattenro pole, 
and the top of the ClIp presenting the apP(:<lranee of a globe 
cut tl~j.ough at the equator. The diameter of some o(thesc caps 
i~ fully three feet ; the sides arc covcred with a brown fur, and the 
top has a covering of red silk or calico. This seems to~ be the only 
part of the uniform furnishcd by the government. The rest of 
the dress is according to the fancy, or the means, of the wearer ; and 
among them, I S<1 .. \\·- cycry possible variety, from the long brown 
goat's-hair shirt of the Bedouin Arab, to the cast-off jacket of an 
Indian sepoy, sold by the private. of Mr. Rich's Indian body-guard, 
on their receiving the annual supply of new clothing. Th.c arms 
of this motley troop are a sabre and a musket; alUong these, no 
uniformity of size or shape prevails, though, for the most part, the 
muskets and swords are of English manufacture, and had PTo~bly 
found ~eir way lip by tbe Tigris to Bagdad, from the shlp" touch-
ing at ~ussorah, in their voyages from India. .:: '. . 

There· lITe some of the great tribes of Arabs in the vicinity of 
Bagdad, .who, by · long-established · usage, consider themselves 
IXlUnd, for their provisions only, to d'?'militRr.f service on any great 
emergencies that may ~uire their aid; and other Arab troops 
are general1Y to ·be procured for a v~ry'lmlall pay. The Pashas of 
Koordistan are, alsO; generally on sueli terms with the Pasha of 
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Bagdad, as to be ready to supply him with five or six thousand 
horse, in ca."" of need; so that, at a short notice, twenty or thirty 
thousand trOops of this mixed and undisciplined kind can be col
lected together ... ejther to march out on the offensive, or to defend 
the city. , 

The trade of Bagdad consists chiefly in Indian 1l)anufactures 
and produce, received by way of Bussorah from Bengal;,and distri
buted into the Nedjed country through Syria, at;Id over Koordistan, 
Annenia, and Asia Minor.- It is said to have hicreased, within 
the last ten years, from two annual vessels to six, under the Eng
lish flag, besides those under sailing Arab colours. This is con
sidered to be all effect of the great moderation of the preseJl1: 
government in its demands. It is thought, indeed, by those best· 
informed on the subject, that there is 110 part of the TurkiB1!.Em
pire where the people are so little oppres";'od as here; and where 
trade is consequently under fewer burthclIS or restraints. 

The communication between Bagdad and Bussorah is now 
chiefly carried on by boats on the Tigris, though it was fhrmerly 
carried on by way of Hillah, on the Euphrates. The latter track 
is now rendered unsafe, from there being a large tribe in possession 
of both banks of' the river, who give refuge to all the d~'Spcrate 
characters of the s\lrrounding country, and who live chiefly by 
plunder.t The boats used for conveying merchandize on the river 
are from twenty to fifty tons burthen, and are fitted with masts and 

. 1lagda4. which is eal1ed by Marco Polo, Baldachi. was highly extolled by him for 
it • ...J.th, lMIluf.-:tures, atUi trade, which were, in his day ,however, far ~;.er than 
at preaeDt. ~. 

t The trade betw"cen Busaarah and B&gdad was very con8iderable lfhqn.1.JiauwtJltf' 
wrote; .. the following pasu.ge will. mew :-"-Yn this town th~ iR a great 'deposition uf 
~Hi,'by reuon of its ~ou~ Situation,.which .~ brought thither by sea as 
weIl,.by·tadfrom.aever.al ~ ~ froin Natolia, Syria, Annen~ ,Con8tantinopll!. 

~~ In;.: to canY ~' f'arth~ into" the ~ndie&, Persia, &c. So it hnp-. 
~.~ ~~ the time Y 'IfU t¥te; ~the . .ecood day nf I>eceplber, in:1574. then' 
arriVed ,t"-ty.&ve ships 'With RJrice ~Otltft:~OU8 dru~ here, ·which tame ov{>r sea 

. frOm thi~'b;: the way of Ormutz to 1b18SI'aJ a-town _helm;ging to the Grand Turk, 

3D 
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sails, for using when the wind serves. In favourable season .. when 
the northerly wind prevails, the passage from Bagdad down to Bus-
80rah is made in seven or eight days .; but in calms, tlte boats are 
from ten to fifteen days in aeeomplishing the same distance, though 
they have the current always in their favour. In coming up the 
stream, however, they are obliged to track or tow along the .bore for 
tbe greatest part of the way, and then, thirty and even forty days 
bave been consumed in making the myage from Bussorah to 
Bagdad. 

The smaller vessels, useu for bringing supplies of provisions and 
fruit to the city. are circular boats of basket-work, covered with 
skins, of the same description as those used on these rivers, in the 
days of the most remote antiquity.- The city is suppliL'tI with its 
drinking water from the Tigris, being brought to the houses in 
goats' skins, which are conveyed 011 the backs of allimals to every 
man's door, in the same manner as Cairo is supplied from the Nilt; 
of Egypt; the convenience of water-works, cisterns, reservoirs, and 
pipes, being here unknown. 

The Pasha was, at this period, said to be so poor, that he had 

situated on the frontiers, the farthest that he hath BOuth~astwards, within lix day!!' 
journey froOl hence, where they load their goodl into small vessels, and &0 bring them 
to BagJat., which journey, as SOble 68.y. taketh them up forty days. Seeing that the 
~b"C' both by water and land, belongeth both to the King of Arllbia and the Sophi 
nf' Penia, which also have their towns and forts on their confines, which might euily 
be stopped up by them, yet that notwitb,tanding aU this they may keep ~ cOn'e.

!:Ipolldencc with one :Ulother, they keep pigeon. chiefly at HalJar&, which. in aawd' ne
ce3lllity, might be soon sent back again with letters to Hagdat. When lo&den ships 
urri,'e at B~dat. the merchants, chiefly those that bring spice, to carry through the 
desartl into Turkey, have their peculiar places in the open -field. without the town 

<'': telipbon, whert! each of them fixeth bie tentl, -to put his spice. uocie:mMth in sack8, to 
keep them there we, until they have a mind to break up in-whole __ vantl ·; 10 that at 

a di!:ltance one ..-ould rather believe that IOldiers were lodpd ig &hem, ·than rn~~; 
and rather look for arms than merchandiZeA : aDd 80 I thought mytelf-before I came 80 
ncar that I amId lIlDeU them."-pp. U5,-146. ( 

• See the deacription of th'- cir1:ular buket-boafl, in the account giVel'l ,by ~ 
dOlUI of :o.b)Wa, · it.,~, and mpp!i. 
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been obliged to borrow twenty-five thousand piastl'L" from the mer
chants of Bagdad, in small portions from each, in order to give the 
Georgians of his army their stated allowances, for the festivities of 
the month of Ramadan. Avaneeahs, or arbitrary contributions, ex
torted as gifts, which are common in all other parts of Turkey, are 
said, however, to take place but rarely here; and when they do, 
they are invariably levied on the officers of government; and never 
on the trading part of the community. An instont.., was related to 
me of the recent incapacity of the government. to answer a demand 
on it of 00 small a sum as five thousand piastres, when the money 
was raised by loans from five separate merchants, who had each an 
onler given to him on the revenue of the Customs, to the amount 
supplied. This enabled them soon to rel'ay themselves, by the ex
emption, which such an order afforded them, from the regular Auties 
on their goods, until the amount of it should be paid of[ The effect 
of this moderation and justice, on the part of the government, is every 
where felt, giving g:reat activity to (~ommerce, and general sati~fac
tion to all those engaged in it, so unusual is even this ordinary 
honesty in the rulers of Turkish cities generally. 

At the same time that the trade in Indian commodities is said 
to have been lately extended at Bagdad Leyond its former bounds. 
the trade from Persia is considered to have greatly declined. Not 
many years since, Bagdad was a central dep6t for the productions 
and manufactures of Persia, intended for the Syrian, Armenian, and 
Turkish markets; but the Persians having found the route of 
Arteroum and Toeat to be a safe and easy way to Constantinople, 
the goods formerly deposited here, as in a central mart, are now 
carried by that route ooect to .the Turkish capital, to the greater 
profit of the . original Persian dealcrs, and to the corresponding 
loss . of the dealers in Bagdad, through whose hands they formerly 
pBaM . 
. . "Among all classes 01 people ID this city, there is an apparent 
~q of wt\alth; and it is not only the want of the accustomed 
splen~ur among the militory, that strike. o~e on coming from 
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Egypt, a.nd otl1er large province!! of the Turkish Empire; but the 
poverty of appearance in all tbe inferior classes, offers an· unfavour
able oontrast to the gay assemblage of fine oolou .... whicb are pre
valent among tbe lowest orders of tbe people at Damascus, and 
other similar towns on the way. 

At Bagdad. some few fine borses are to be seen, in tbe stables of 
the guards that attend tbe Pasba, but still finer mares are used by 
some of the wealthier merchants, many of these costing from two 
to three thousand piastres. or a hundred and fifty pounds sterling 
each. The Arabs sometimes also bring in good horses from tbe 
Dc'SCrt; but, upon the whole. the difficulty of getting a fine blood 
animal is much greater at this place, than would be expected from 
its vicinity to the Nedjed country. the grand source of supply for 
the finest horses in the world. 

E~cenent camels arc to be found in great numbers, all of the 
single humped kind;- and buffaloes are as numer~us along the 
banks of the Tigris, as they are 011 the borders of the Gange'S or 

• The preniiliog opinion in Europe ill, that of the two kinds of this animal, the 
lIingle humped ill the cunwl, and the double humped the drDlTlooary. The fact, how
e,'er, is llt!arcr th.· r<'Vl'r!l(' . . The double humpt>d camel is found only in Bactri&, and 
the countries to the nortb and east of Pel'lia; and these, being natives of a colder 

climate, and living in more tertii;:! countries than the other species. are ,horter, thicker, 
moTt' llIuIICuIar, coverL'(1 with a dark brown shaggy hair, and heavier and litronger by 
In.r than any other camels. From thi li race of the double humped animal, I am not 
a.are of dromooari{$ being ever produced. The orny camel HeeD in Ambia, Mriea, 

Egypt, Syria., and Mesoputamia, is the single humped. This, inhabiting a hot clima.te, 

and having alwaYII a RCanty sUPI.ly of food WId water, i ~ taller, more .Ieader, of • . paler 
cGi()ur, and altogether lighter ill form and ftesh. thRJI the Bactrian camel Ita hat.ir is 
as sh()rt, and i~8 skin as sIeck, 8lj that of the horses or bullocks of England. It ill {rom 

this race only ~hat JromedariL'S are produced; these are merely single humped camel. 
of good blood and breed, which, instead of being used for butth~, are-appropriated 

only to carrying riders and ~rforming journeys of speed. They bear indet:d the aa.rqe 

relation to other !'lingle humped camel", that J1IoOO.hot'8e8 do ,to other hOTlel : care being 

taken, by presenjng the purity of their deaoent, and improving their blood, to 
keep them always fi.t for and appropriated to this part.icullU' purpoae. They are trained 
in Egypt, into drmnedlU'l corpK, for'the supply of laPoerw IUId couriers, and ptrInrm 
wonderful joume,\'II, both ·'M to speed and distance. 'I.hey·are called, by,the Araba, 



DESCRIP'fION OF BAGDA n. 

the ' Nile. It was nHhis place that I first saw the lIumped bullock, 
80 coromon in India, and found also in southern Arabia, along the 
coasts of Yemen, but not known in Egypt, or the northern parts of 
Mesopotamia. 

One of the peculiarities of Bagdad is its mce of white asses, 
which, as at Cairo, are saddled and bridled for the convenience of 
passengers from one part of'the town to another, wheeled carriages 
of any description being unknown. These are equally as large 
and spirited as the Egyptian ass, and have as easy and speedy a 
!""'C. They are frequently spotted over with colours, and otherwise 
limtastically marked with red stains of the Hennah plant, in a man
ner that would fil them lor any of those grotesque pantomimes in 
which the English clown Grimaldi distinguishes himsclJ; but which 
species of ornament seems ill-adapk'<i to thc general gravi~l' of a 
Moslem city. 

Jun 2Ist.-The whole of the day was passed by me at home, 
in order to receive the morning visits of' all the Christians of' consi
deration residing here, and of such other public characters as paid 
their daily attendance at Mr. Hid.·s divan. 

The only two European consulships at Bagdad, are those of the 
English and }'rench. rhe former is an appointment of the East 
India Company, with very handsome allowances, and is filled with 
great ability and dignity by their rc'Sident, Mr. Rich.- The house, 

HMljeen; while the camel is called Gemel. or Jemel, according to the district in which 
the hard or soft pronunciation of the g prel"ails . 

.• Thi& estimable and justly-lamented individual, a short time sub,;cquent to the 
period here R})oken of, feU a victim to that scourge of the East, the choll'ra morbus. 
which. during one of his journeys in Persia, put a sudden and premature end to the 
~rilliant career which his profound and varied acquirements promi1>l'Ci. As the in
cidents recorded in this volume were matters of indhidual experience and observation, 
none ,-of. them have been subsequently obliterated; but, though nothing will be taken 
tway from what haa been mentioned in the original manu8Cript res~ting this excellent 
iudividual,' I Ibould reproach myself with ,injustbl, if I did not add, after this lapse of 
lime, mylinoere though bumble testimony to the high charaCier of all hi. public virtues 
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occupied by the establishment, is formed of a number of dwelling.o 
thrown inw one, and, as a residence, is Certainly one of the largest, 
best, and most commodious in the city. It consists of two large 
courts, one of them used as a riding b'TOuud, having numerous rooms 
and galleries around it, with walled terraces for sleeping at night in 
the open air; and a set of vaulted subterranean cellars, called ""r
daubs, for avoiding the intense heat of the summer during the 
day; besides >paciou. and good stable'S, kitchens, and offices of every 
description. 

Attached to Mr. Rich's establishment were, an English surgeon, 
an Italian secretary, several dragomen"or interpreters, and a number 
ofjanissaries, grooms, and servants, all filling their proper offices and 
perfonning separate duties, as ill India, and composed of Turks, 
Arabs, Georgians, Persians, and Hi,jldoos.. A company of ~poys 
furni~l;ed a body-guard, and their drums and horns sounded the 
regular~' reveillie" and "call" of a camp or garrison. A tr,!op of Euro
pean Hussars were former1y maintained here also; but their num
bers are diminished. A large and commodious yacht was always 
kept ready for excursions on the river, under the care of an Indian 
Serang and crew. The stud of horses was large and choice; and 
every thing belonging to the Residency was calculated to impress 
ideas of great respect on the minds of the inhahitants, who were 
ivitnelitlCS of the manner in which it was supported and conducted. 
The fact is, indeed, that Mr. Rich was univerSally considered to be 
the most powerful man in Bagdad, next to the Pasha; and oome 
even qu .. tioned whether the Pasha himself would not at any time 
shape his conduct acCording to Mr. Rich's suggestions and advice, 
rather than as his own council might wish. 
. Our mode of living here, was to rise at the first peep of day, and 
take a ride and (I. bath, afler which we all met at breakfast. about 

and conduct ; to his unremitting ?eal for the intereSts of science and general knowlttlge; 
lind to his polished urbanity, his gentle and unasSuming manDerl~ his boil1adlesa ~ 
t"OIIity, and the constant, yet unstudied exh.ibition Of tholie'qualities,' which IlI!!ver' failed' 
to.8Ildear him to au who h'ad the havrnness to become hie fricmd or' his guest. ' , 
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eight o'clock. Mr. Rich then held a public divall Until ten, which 
was regularly attended by all tbe officers of bis own establishment, 
and by the heads of t.he chief departments of government in the 
city. III these visits of ceremony, every thing was conducted with 
great decorum, and nothing could be more evident than the high 
degree of respect for the Resident with which these interviews in
spired the visitors. On the breaking-up of the divan, the members 
of the establishment generally retired to pass away the heat of the 
day in the serdaub. below; the only places, indeed, in which ex
istence was tolerab1e. At sun-set, we agdin met together, and dined 
on one of the terraces in th~ open air; when, after continuing at. 
table generally till ten o'clock, we separatL..t to our beds, on other 
enclosed terraces, to sleep; tbe heat of the weatber scarcely suffering 
us to hear the light covering of a sheet, or even the still ~ghter 
one of a mosquitoe milslin, though we lay on the highest part of 
the house-top, and had nothing above us but the starry canopy of 
heaven. 

The :Freneh establishment consisted of Monsieur Vigoroux, the 
C'..onsul-general, a very intelligent and amiable man, and a young 
Frank Dragoman from Aleppo, with a mean house, and very few 
servants. The Christian convent, wbich was under the French pro
tection, was occupied by Padre Vincenza, a Carmelite friar; his col
league, Camillo di Jesu, having left him lately for Europe. In this' 
church were united the scattered remnants of the Greek, Syrian, 
Chaldean, and other Christian sects, as they were neither of them 
su1lk~ently numerous to afford a separate church of their own; but 
this attempted union produced only discord add misunderstanding. 

In the course of the day, an old woman of Bagdad, the mother 
of one of the servants in the house, had ohtained the permission, 
wbicilo she had long solicited, to pay her personal .respects to Mrs. 
Rich, (a daughter of the distinguished patriot and senator, Sir James 
M8Ctinto.~) On being introduced to the presence of this lady, who 
always retaiJled the English costume, aR evident disappointment Was 

obiervetl ill the f8l:e .of the old lady, wbose colliltenance seemed to 
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say, "What! is this plain and unadorned creature.the wife of the 
Balios, (the . title given at Bagdad to ambassadors. from foreign 
powers,) whom r expected to have seen dressed in the 1D0st costly 
robes, with diamonds, pearls, amI golel?" With a view to lessen 
the evident pain of this di&1ppointment, it was answered, by one of 
the servants, that the lady whom she saw was only the sister of the 
Balios's spouse, she herself having gone to the bath; when she 
replied, "Ah I indeed, 1 was .ltre that J could not have been so 
grossly deceived. That the lady of the nalios Beg, so poorly 
dressed ~-'mpossible! I am sorry, however, that I should come at 
such an unlucky moment; for now I must content myself with ;m.a
ginillg her splendid appearance, as I am too old ever to enjoy 
another opportunity of seeing her for myself." 

The weather, indeed, was so intensely hot, that it requin.'<i the 
greatest exertion of a person blessed with youth and health in full 
perfection, to move out in the day-time ; and we could, thert.~ore, 
estimate the strength of curiosity or desire which could bring an 
infirm and aged individual from her own house, walking a consi
derable distall(,c on foot, on such a day :tS this. 

The state of the atmosphere at this period, as indicated by the 
scales of two excellent thermometers, carefully examined and com
~ may he judged from the following facts. The lowest degree at 
whi"h the mercury stood, at the first peep of dawn, which is generally 
the coldest portion of the 24, was 1I2'of Farenheit; at noon it stood 
at 119 ; at a little hefore two o'clock, at 122'; by sun....,t it sub
sided to 117'; and at midnight II 4' . This was the case within the 
last twenty-four hours ; the air being perfectly calm, the sun almost 
blood red, as ."en through a dull mist, and the atmosphere literally 
on fire. There was, indeed, scarcely any perceptible difference he
tween the heat of the day or that of the night, as long as the 
individual kept in the shade. If exposed to the sun, its rays were 
scarcely to be borne; natives of the country .even died in great num
bers from the excessive heat ;' and nothing but the shelter and com
forts afforded bywe&Ith and inlrenuitv. in the house of the British 
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representative, could have made a residence here .at all tolerable • to a European. In the winter, the climate is cold, (the latitude 
being about 33" north,) and many snow-clad mountains within a 
short distance, from which bleak winds descend; but the three 
month. of June, July, and August, are so intensely hot, as to make 
persons staying here, even after a long rL'Sidencc in India, sigh for 
the more temperate regions of Bengal or Hindoostan. Intense as 
the heat of the climate may appear to the English reader, from the 
degrees of the thermometer given in the preceding page, it may 
be added, that there were seasons in which the heat was even still 
greater than there mentioned. In a letter received from Mr. Rich, 
during my sub8equent residence in Calcutta, dated Bagdad, April 
7, 1820, nearly four years after my passing through the city on my 
way to India, he says, "So extraordinarily bad was our last swnmer, 
so fearfully excecding·any thing you experienced here, (though you 
had a tolemble specimen of our climate,) that I had, at one time, 
intended to send you an account of it for publication." 


