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to a hundred fiioet thick at the baS<', the spread of which is consi
derably extended by the fallen rubbish, and from twelve to fifteen 
feet at the summIt. where the thickness is ronsiderably reduced by 
the bricks having fallen, and being broken away on each side, These 
dimensions (allowing for some error in an estimate taken in haste by 
the eye, as this of Ai Hheimar necessarily was) correspond, there
fore, with as much accuracy as can be expected at this remote period. 

With regard to the manner in which these walls were con
structed, we learn, from the historian, that the bricks were square 
and furnace-baked: nothing is s.'lid of the common cement employed 
between every layer, but it is stated that, at every thirtieth course, 
a composition of heated bitumen mixed with the tops of reeds was 
used, Although this is tirst said expressly of th<\ ditch, it is a<lded, 
that, when this was finished, they proceeded to construct the wall 
in the same manner. 

It is easy to admit the possibility of an error in stating the 
number of the layers between each course of the bituminous re
ment; but the tact of there being ,<e"erat courses of bricks, at least 
frolll tifteen to twenty, between the layers of the singular white 
substance used as a CE'ment in this ruined pile, is a strong feature 
of rL'l!Cmblance, Jt is this substance which is undoubtedly" tke 
comp'O$ition lit' !.eared bitumen mixed witl, tlte ttrps 'If reeds," so par
ticularly mentioned by the historian; and nothing but a "heated" 
medium could reduce the'tops of reeds or straw to the-state of aJ>

. parent tilaments, but actual powder, in which I found this cement 
when separating two of the bricks between which it had been 
placed, as already described in the account of the mourul of Al 
Hheimar, 
, Among all the authorities cited, and the quotations made, to 

illustrate the mode of building in ancient Babylon, this of Hero
dotus is the only one presen~ to my memory, in which such a 'com
position as "heated bitumen" is mentioned. Wl)imever the BUb
stance is elsewhere spoken 01; it it, ailed :Woply "bitumen.," 
wherever reeda'are 'a"""ribed, they ~.aaid *.be....d in layers, in 
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their pure fonn; and the Coarser c.cment.. of lime. or clay are also 
alluded to as uoed separately and alone. 

'. The general state of the remains described m the mounds of 
the Mujellibe, the Kassr, and the mound of Amran, are found to 
correspond strictly with these distinctions. In the first of these 
ruins, unbumt bricks have, between every cou~e, a Jayer of whole 
reeds, or rather rushes, for some are very large, and all are perfc'Ctly 
fresh; having, apparently, undergone no change since the day of 
their being first placed there. Very lit.tle bitumen is seen, except
ing in the frab'1llent., found scattered on the surface of the ruined 
heaps; and I concur entirely in the opinion of Mr. R.ich, that its 
usc as a cement could never have been 5\0 general as has been ima
gined: first, frolV the comparatively few portions of' the ruins in 
which it is now found; and next, from the Babylonians having, in 
the lime and clay of their own soil, a more abundant, ~, dleapt;r, and 
more effectual cement than bitumen in any state could afford. It 
was, perhaps, the ~ingtllarity of its usc here, and its rarity in other 
countries as a material for building, that caused it to be noted at 
aU; which ,rouM he the case now, in descrihing a new city, if any 
new cement, not common elsewhere, was used in its construction. 
In the Kassr, where the masonry is of the bt.-'St kind, the cement is 
of lime, in very thin layers; and in the Birs Nirnrood, on the 
westen! side of the Euphrates, the same s"bstam:e appears to be 
used, and Is described by all wh~ave seen it to be of an extraor-
dinary degree of tenacity. :, 

While it is insisted that the instanee here quotc-d is the only 
one remembered, among all the ancient writers who ure cited as 
authoritic'\ on Babylon, in which «heated bitumen" is mentioned, 
it must not be forgotten, that it is in the ditch and wall .• only that 
this 'is said to have been used at all. In such of the general ma!ses 
of the ruined city as are already described, nothing like this mix
,ture appears; nor should we expect, from any passage of the 
aneienta;, to find it in the ordinary Jruildings: while here, at AI 
Jllteimar;' in· . ·'portion of wall, the dimensionS bf ·which correspond 
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with those givell of the wall that encompassed the city, and found 
at the very eastern extremity of th~ nlins, in the predsc situation 
in which such wail would be sought for, where it now forms the 
line of demarcation betWt->eD the scattered heaps of ruins within the 
town and the bare Desert beyond them, a similar composition is 
found, in layers of wide intervals apart from each other; a fact 
which must be regarded as almost conclusive tl."l to their identity. 

Dr. Hine, the physician to the Residency at Bagdad, and Capt. 
Lockett, of the Royal Army, who first visited this ruin, weTC par
ticularly struck with the singularity of this cement, aud both of 
them, as I had already learnt from the former gentlcman, thought it 
to have contained originally small pieces of fine straw; though this 
does not appear to have suggested to them an ide~ of its being the 
composition described by Herodotus, nor eonscqucntly of the ruin 
being 'a portion of the city-wall. Mr. Rich, in hi~ Memoir, speaking 
of Al Hhcimar, says, " The base is a heap of rubbish, on the top of 
which is a mass of rc'<l brick-work, between each layer of wlaich is a 
curious white substance which pulverizes with the least touch." He 
adds, " I have not yet visited Al Hheimar: but those who have ex
amineU it, hal'c conject.ured, from the grain of the white substance 
or powder seemingly lying in ·filament.s, that it. must have originally 
been layers of rcoeds." 

It is remarked, by the same writer, that throughout tbe rest of 
the ruins, reeds are never fo'und in buildings composed, a8 this is, of 
burnt brick; and the city-wall is, indeed, the only part of the 
ancient works in which such materials arc said to be used together, 
where the brick is distinctly stated to have Ix,en " baked in a fur
nace," and th" composition of " heated bitumen, mixed with the 
tops of reeds," used. as a cement. The appearance of these reed. 
ar.,. fresh and perfect, when examined on the 8pot, and have heen 
unequivocal to all who have first seen them there; but the cement 
cannot., without great difficulty, be brought away ·undisturbed, 88 

the least touch redures the whple mass to powder. While tlte reeds at 
Akkerkoof and the l\(bjellibci are long, thi.d<;. of a large Billie, ·being 
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the produce of the neighbouring marshes, these ~t Al Hheimar 
appear to be short, thin, and of the smallest size, just indeed as 
" the taps of reeds" would be, and Irom the distinct way in which 
they are characterized, these taps were no doubt cut 011; and their 
smallest and finest parts only mixed with the composition men
tioned. 

Of what precise nature this composition was, it would be useless 
to hazard a conjecture, before analysing the substance itself. We 
have this prominent fact, however, that it was " a composition of 
heated bitumen," which was "mixL>d. with the' tops of reeds." The 
order, in which these separate materials are mentioned, would seem 
to imply that the tops of reeds was the principal, and the heated 
composition the s,ubordinate, part, as this la. .. t is said merely to have 
been mi.red with the former. This might account for the sub~tance 
hearing no closer resemblance to common bitumen than i't. now 
does, and would also make it more easy to (,'omprchend, how a }t.eatl.~d 
composition of it, mixed with the reeds, perhaps chiefly to form 
them into a sort of paste for use, without destroying the form of 
the filaments, might, united with pressure and the eWeets of time 
through a long series of ages, become reduced to its present state 
of a white substance, appearing in filaments, like fine pieces of 
straw, yet pulverizing at the least touch, as the white ashes of any 
highly-burnt grass would do, if pressed ever so firmly between solid 
substances.-

In anticipating the objections which might be made to the con
clusion, that this mass of AI Hheimar was a part of the ancient cit)
wall, notwithstanding the striking coincidences in fonn, dimensions, 
situation, and mode of' construction already enumerated, the ab
sence of the ditch, as far as our examination goes, may he first con
sidered. As the earth, which was taken out from it, when it lfas 
first excavated, is positively stated '" have been consumed, for 
making ·the bricks of which its lining and the wall were built, no 
mound of rubbish could have been accpmulated by it, and therefore 
110 trace& Gi·1!UCh mound could be now expected to be found. 
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The ditch jtself would however become liable, from the fi",t 
moment of the walls being neglected, to be gradually filled up. At 
the period of the walls being reduC<...i, by narius H ystaspes, from 
their original height, the diwh would olfer itidf as the nearest, the 
most capacious. and in every sense the most effectual receptacle for 
the portion of them that had been leveIlL..! ; an~ nothing i. more 
probable, than that it became so. Every subsequent dilapidation of 
the remaining portion would add to the mass below; Jnd, as it 
stood immediately on the edge of' a sandy Desert, every storm from 
that quarter would help to complete its filling-up, as such winds 
have 'X>lltinually done to the half-buried monuments of Egypt, 
when ncar the outer line of the cultivatt..>d. land. 

The disappearance of every traec of the a,neient ditch can 
scarcely be regarded therefore as a powerful objection; when almost .. 
every·traL.., of the wall itself is gone. Aloor a lapse of so many 
ages, as have passed away even sinee Babylon has been deserted and 
in ruins, it is rather to be wondered at, that so many vestiges of its 
former greatness <.an be traced, than that any fragment of its walls 
should have hitherto eluded the most diligent search. In all the 
operations al5dinst the city by hostile forc,,,,, this would be the part 
most likely to sulfer the destroying vengeance of -the enemy; and 
when, from the general decline of wealth, population, and import
ance of the lity, it ceased to become an ohject of public care to keep 
these wall. in repair, their gradual dilapidation, by the lIlere elf~ .. ts 
of time, would be likely to be hastened by the depredations of the 
very inhabitants who still remained within their enclosure. 

From the great scarcity of fuel, and its consequent dearth, .. 
well as from the appearanee of many of tbe mounds of ruin. which 
exist, there is rcason to believe, that the great m888 of the common 
dwellings were built of unbumt brieks, which, except in such enor
mous piles as the palace and the hanging gardi.n., would be always 
more liable to decay than the burnt kind, independently of their 
being of inferior COIit in the ¥>rmation. 

On such dwellill!io falling into ruiI!s. c.'. OCC88ion of iUL, 



SEARCH AFTER THE WALLS OF BABYLON. 467 

of the people wishing, from other motive~ to rrect new ones, 
the ruined walls would he, as Major Rennel says of a deserteq city, 
"a quarry above ground, in which the materials are shaped to every 
one's hands ;" and as long as any buildings continued to he erected 
within the area of Babylon, after its original walls Were found to 
he too extensive to he kept in repair, there can he little doubt but 
that such a quarry would be resorted to. The ease with which the 
burnt brfcks could here be separated, would he one powerful reason 
for preferring such a storehouse to any other; as, whether this 
mound of Al Hheirnar, where the bri(~ks arc more easily taken away 
whole than at any other place, he admitted to he part of the wall 
or not, bitumen and reeds are the only component parts of its 
cement that are . named by the historian, aIHI wherever these are 
found, the bricks are separated almost without an effort. 

The prodigious extent of these walls would be ~nother ieason 
for their affording llIore convenient supplies than any separate 
edifice; since, by their circuit round the city, a portion of them was 
near to every quarter of it; and for the same reason that the great 
wall of China WIt' more speedily built, because every district through 
which it passed constructed its own portion, so the walls of Babylon 
would he the mort: rapidly destroyed, and their materials consumed, 
because a part of them was opcn to the dcpr~>dations of builders 
and repairers in every quarter of the city • 

The same causes would continue to operatP., after its being 
finally abandoned, when applied to other cities constructed out of 
its ruins; and when it is considered that the present city of Bagd:!d. 
the large town of Hillah, and probably those of Mesjid Ali and 
Mesjid Hussein, with innumerable khans and villages seattered 
around in every direction, have been almost wholly built out of 
these walls alone, the wonder at their total disappearance at !.his 
distantperio<l will he perhaps lessenW· 

I have said "these walI8 alQ1l.," he«ause the burnt bricks, (the 
only ones sought after,) which are foupd in the Mujellibe, the Kassr, 
and the Biro Nimrood, the only three great lIlonumen\S iii which 

3 " 
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there are any tqlces of theil' having been used, are so difficult, in 
th" two last indeed so impossible, to be extracted whole, from the 
tenacity of the cement in which they are !sill, that they could never 
have been resorted to, while any considerable portion of the wallA 
existed to furnish an easier supply: even HOW, though some por
tions of the great mounds on the eastern bank of the river are 
occasionally dug into for bricks, they are not extracted without a 
comparatively great expense, and very few of them whole, in pro
portion to the great number of fragments that come up '\\ith them. 
The total absence of stone lor building, and the scarcity of fuel to burn 
the new bricks 1I",t might stili be 1I".le in the ""untry, are perha"" 
the only reasons why the heaps of llahylon are any longer resorted 
to for materials, not easy to he' had from any other .quarter. 

It is not improbable, hut that the walls, which are stated by 
Saint Jerome to have servt.'<l, in his time, as an enclosure tor a park, 
and which, as being only on one side of the river, might then have 
been thought, without due consideration, to he the ancient wallH of 
Babylon, were merely the boundary of enciosure to the hanging 
gardens and the palace, w hose remaining semicircular debris is given 
in the mound (A) of Mr. Rich·s plan. This, which comprises an 
area of two miles or more in length and breadth, would be at aU 
times more Ii ttc'<i for a park than a sqnure of fifteen milL'S on each 
face, the extent of the ancient city, according to the testimony of 
Herodotus; besides which, it could ~Iy have happened, that 
after the final min of the town, in which thetwaU. could not but 
have suffered, they sbould have remained, to the time of that writer, 
in so perfect a state as to serve the purpose he describes. 

This wall cf enclosure to the palsce and the hanging gardens 
was originaUy of the same height witli the reducec:l, ~tarulard of the 
cit'j-waUs themselves; so that, from the owumit of. gardelUi. the 
queen could overlook them .• The distance of theiiegardens . from 
the city-walls lfould render any view ~er them useleos, and even 
if nearer, a hare Desert woul4 be an uninteresting proopect; and if 
the gaclen. themsek'"" were but fifty cubits high, and !.be wails t.be 
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• ame, there would be an equality of level. .It is l'robably meant, 
that the elevated parts of'these hanging gardens commanded ~ view 
over their own walls; and that either these, or th" level of tbe gar
dens themselves, were fifty cubits high; the command of such a 
prospect over the interior of the whole city on both sides, and 
across the river in the centre, was an object worth attaining. 

Another reason why the enclosing wall of the palace and hang
ing gardens continued longer than those of the L~ty itself, might be, 
that the latter, being intended merely as a security from intrusion, 
and not as a wall of military defence, was probably constructed of 
unhll.rnl brick, more particularly as that is the kind /'lUnd in the 
very exterior facing of the supposed castellated palace. This there
fore being a wawrial unsought after for building, and more erurily 
made on the spot than transported from afar, a wall compose~ of it 
would be left undisturbed, until some sufficient motive urgro its 
demolition, while the great outer wall of the city would be: as L'On

stantly diminishing, for the reasons before enumerated. 
The difference in the materials of which these boundaries were 

constructed, would account satisfactorily for the disappearance of 
every vestige of the one, while the other, though of later destruction, 
would leave a very considerable moUnd behind it. The burnt bricks, 
as soon as discovered, would be fit for use; and there is no authority 
for believing that any thing but such bricks, and their cement, was 
used in th<! City-wall; so that, as their separation wa.. easy, the frag
ments occasioned by their disjointing, and the dust of tho oement 
left behind, might easily be dispersed with the winds, and mingled 
with the Desert sands." The unburnt bricks, on the contrary, 

• " Bem,;us in Joseplmst saith, that when Cyrus bad taken Babylon, h" ordered the 
outer walll> to Ilt' pulletl down, because the city appeared to him very factions antI ,:Iii~ 
Scult to be tahn. Ami XClIophont informs us, that Cyrus obliged the Hah'ylonians to 

1 K~paJ" B<ot~~"~Q. """""",,,,,(""1, .... v~""A(,u .. A f~" '"II .... "."'1 n,X'! """""'1("""",, a,,, TO ),.,..., AVT9' 

_J><rnUl"IInI. lUll , ...... "" ...... o~ 4'">'11"'" nw \ll'a.\,y,-Cyrus autem Dabylone. capla, COD Sl itutoquc utctiora CjU3 
mUQimenta diNete, quod civitatcm videre! ad res novas ll'Jo~ilem. urhem veto cxpugnatu difficilem. Contra 

ApioD, lib. i. Sect. 22. p. 1344. Edit. Hudson. 
1 ~enoph. Cyrop~. ·lib. vii. p.114 tll1T. -FAil. Stcph. 
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would constanHy crumble in their fall; so that a wall of them, be
ginning to loosen at the top, would, by the falling down of the rub
bish on each side; soon l",>come a mound of apparently pure earth, 
strewed with fragments of such materials as might have bt!eD near, 
and be afterwards sprinkled over with scanty weeds growing out of 
the surface, which is the case with many of the mounds at Nineveh, at 
Memphis, and other Egyptian citiL'S, and even at Babylon itself: 

To return from this digression to a eonsideration of the argu
ments used agaiust the enormous circuit of'the walls; Their prodi
gious extent appears to have been doubted only from the dispro
pOl'tionate size which they bore to the enclosures of more modern 
cit.ies: since London and Paris are cited in the comparison, and an 
estimate is llIade of Babylon being, by the high~st standard, eight 
timefi as large as the former in the urea of' its walls j and, by the 
lowest standard, in the proportion of five to two larger than the 
latter. 

When it is said, however, that Nineveh was "an exceeding great 
city of three days' journey in length," and th~t Jonah did not begin 
to preach its destruction" until he had entered into it one day's 
journey," its extent is not objected to, because it is on the authority 
of a Prophet.- This city is, indeed, said by Strabo to have been 
larger than Babylon;t and Diodorus describes it to be an oblong 
figure of ninety stadia in breadtb, and one hundred and fifty stadia 
in length,:f: extending a front of nearly nineteen mile§ along the 
eastern bank of the Tigris, and a breadth of about eleven miles from 
the river to the mountains on one 'side only, which was, indcet1, 
nearlj' os large as the largest dimensions assumed for Babylon. 

" Taking the extent of Gour, the ancient capital of Bengal, at 
the most reasonable calculation,'~ says . Major Rennel, "it was not 

cleliver lip all their arms upon pain of dcat}!, d\stributed their best houses amgng his 
officers, imposed a tribute upon them, appointed 1\ strong garrison, and compelled the 
Dabylonians to defray the charge, being de!iirous to keep them poor, 8S the best means 
of keepihg them uhedient.':-Newton' on the Pmpheciea, pp. 168, 169 . 

• Jonah, chap: iii. v. 3, 4. t p. 737. + Lib. ii. c. -n : 
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less than fifteen miles in length, extending along lhe old bank of' 
the Ganges, and from two to three in breadth." The Ayeen AJV>aree 
states, according to the same author, that the wal~of Mahmoodabad, 
in Guzerat, was a square of seven t.'Osscs, which arc equal to about 
thirteen miles j and the distance between the most remote of the 
ruined edifices of the Egyptian Thebes, both of which are temples. 
amI therefore not likely to have been situated in the very opposit<
extremities of' the town, is upwards of nine miles, as a diameter only. 

While the extent of such cities is adrnitte.d in some, and knowlI 
by actual measurement in other, instances; there S<.-'ems to be no 
sufficiLl1t reason for .rejecting the testimony of Herodotus, when hc 
gives to Babybn an extent of a square of fi/\een miles on each 
side, taking his four hundre<J and eighty stadia at theil' highest 
standard of eight to a mile. 

In reasoning on this point, by which, as Major liepnel S<1ys, the 
public belief has been led, the principal objection is resolved at last 
into the improhability of so vast a contiguous space hrtving cver 
been built 011. But, says· the same writer," that the wall might 
have been continued to the extent given, does not appear so impro
bable; for we cannot suppose that so many of the eminent writen; 
could have been misled concerning this point. The Macooonian:-; 
and others had view~-d it, and bot.h Strabo and Diodorus appear to 
.have written from documents furnishL-d by them, and might also 
have conv~rsed with persons who had seen Babylon, and t.hey all 
speak of it. as of a city whose circuit was of wonderful extent: there
fore, we ought to be prepared for something very much out of ih<.· 
common way." 

The. writers who, after Herodotus and .Pliny, give about. the 
number of three hundred and sixty-five stadia for the exteut, ~ccm, 
from the reason assigned by Cli.tarchus and others, to have shaped 
-this as a favourite number,Jrom it&, corresponding to the days o{' 
the year, as is still done in estimating the number of windows ill 
Iacge cathedrals, the number of door~ in the Palace of Alhambra ill 
Spain, the minarets in some of the large lJrient.,\ cities, ;md the 
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ruined towns ill the deserted districts . of the Hauran. It is true, 
that ill some cases, us Rennel has observL'd, the very ad of connect.
ing the number with that of the days contained in the year, seems 
to prove that it approachL'tl nearly to it. But in these countries, 
sufficient instances could be cited, to shew that this number is used 
indiscriminately to express an amount as frequent1y above as beneath 
the truth, and often, indeed, very fiu from it in either case. It 
would be underrating the general veracity of the authorities cited, 
however, to suppose that some slight regard was not had to an ap
proximation at least of the reported and the real number. 

When Pliny and Solinus give their statement at sixty Roman 
miles, which, at eight stadia to a mile, agrees with Herodotus, it is 
said that they merely jOilow him. But though Sttabo (whose num
ber of three hundn.'tl and eighty-five is thought, hy Rennel, to have 
been cbrropted from three hundred and sixty-five), Diodorus from 
Ctesias, Clitarchus who accompanied Alexander, and, lastly, Quintm; 
Curtiu., all hang round the number o~ the days in the year, with 
a tale affix'ed as a reason tor that choice which itself would awake 
suspicion, it is no where suggested that this tale becoming current 
after the standard was first fixed by it, the others merely followc'tl 
its authority, without correcting it by actual measurement. The 
remark of Mr. Rich on this sul\ject includes all that need be said 
on the comparative value of these testimonies at such different 
periods of' time. .. Of all the ancient writers who' have described 
Babylon," says that gentleman, "Herodotus and Diodorus are the 
most detailed, and much weight ought certainly to be placed on 
the aC{'f}unts of the former of these historians, who . was an eye
witness of what he himself' rclatt.>s, no~ithstanding the exaggeration 
and credulity w11lch may, in many instances, be laid to his charge, 
when he reports from the information of others. The accounts of 
late writers (he continues) ate of c'Omparatively small value ; for 
though Strabo's general accuracy and personal experience render 
hi. description of great interCJlt, .s far as it goes; yet he could have 
seen Babylon only at 'a period whcn its publie buildings had already 
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become heaps of rubbish; and, consequently,. must, have depended 
upon more ancient authoTitie~ tor particular accounts of meet of 
them." 

In short, the city, of which so extensive a traveller as Herodotus, 
who had seen all the great monuments of the age in which he lived, 
had said," Its extent, its beauty, and ih; magnificence, surpass all that 
has come within my knowledge;" the city, which is characterized 
in a hundred places throughout the Scriptures, from the denun
ciations of judgment by the llrophets, to the dreamt~r of dreams 
in the Revelations, as emphatically and pc:culiarly "the Great ,." the 
city, which is expressly called" The Glory of Kingdoms, and the 
Beauty of the Chaldees' excellency," must be thought to have been 
at least flR great)lS most of the large cities coeval with it in the 
East, whose enormous dominions arc undisputed, admittin~ even 
that a considerable portion ' of ih; -celebrity arose out. of tlle con
spicuous part which it bore in the wars and revolut.ions of' the 
Eastern world.-

" It is a question," says Rennel, " which no one can positively 
answer, what proportion of the space within the walls of' Babylon 

• ) n a Memoir on some points of Andel1t (ieo;:{raphy, Bnd a Dif;~rtation on tlw 
Ancient Stadium, by M, dc ill Nam',e, th ... author s.'l}'S. "On ohjcctc qu' Hcrodote donne 
it llahylonc CjU8trc ccnt~ I/uatre dngtlt s(mit,s (Ie circuit (Herodote, chap, i. p, ]70) cc 
qui semi,t, ojoutc_t_(JII, protligieux ct incroyablc, . .q 1'011 nl' reuuisoit Ie sta(1C a \llle courtl' 

mes\lre: --cm~mc lOi nah)' lon.\~ avoit etc IIilC \' illl' {)f(iinuirc ; cmmnc si Aristot{' ll'a s~ul'Oit 

pas qm' Ie titrc de ville Ill' lui com'enoit pas plus qu'il C.Qnvicmlroit. au l'cIlJpollc~Sl" ~,n 

(.'ftsqu'on l'l'lltourat de mllraillcs; oommc si Diodort' n'avertissoit pal! qu(' llahylo'K' ren_ 
femlait de t('rres labourables, et d'aLltres lieux inhahitcs; comme si rcncl'intc de Nan_ 
quin a la ChillI.' n'cgaloit pas, iI. peu pres, uujouru'JHti, non comprij; llll'mc rimmcnsitc 
des fatlxbouTgs., toe que lcs stades d'Heroolltc, ,pris pour dell staclc,~ ell' ~Iix fill mille, 
donnent a l'cllccmtc de Dab:,.lolle,-Quant it Ja hautcur ct u. lalargt'lIr tit. mltr de In ville, 
qui faisoit aIm'S toute la surd\! d'un empire, en mcttant l'enncmi dam! l'impllssihilitt'; de 
lc fNllchir; ()eIt murf< dt' Bahylo~ aurOient-i1" 6tc une des sept mernMlcti, s'i11'( n'eu!sent 
pas oileI1- Ie spectacle Ie pluli extraotdinaire et I~ )llu\l (rappant? Ainsi Il'S tlimensions 
d'une teUe "ille, ctant donnees comme ctonnaRtcs par ccux·la ml'me qui cn ctoicllt les 
temoins oculaircst s'uccord~nt heaucoup llIieux a\'('(l UII stade de sohautc Sl'izc t!lises 
qu'avec un stade' heaucoup plus rourt," -Meltwires de r Acmlcmie Roya'~ dell I1/,_ 
~p4io1as et Bellu ,LeUru, tome xxvi. 11, 369, 
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were occupied hy buildings ?" Nor would the appearance of the 
mins, at this now distant period, justify any hasty conclusion thereon; 
first, because many of the heaps appearing as mounds formed by 
ruined buildings may have been caused in some other way; and 
next, because places not now having a vestige for builwng material 
apparent on them, may once have borne cilifiL'es which hav" totally 
weappeare<i; either of which Uata woulU give false results. If one 
were to judge from such prescnt appearances of the ground, the con
clusion, I think, would he, that not more than one third of the space 
at the most had been built on, and that two thirds thus remained 
open fi)r cultivated land. 

Quintus Curtius positively says, that the buildings were not 
contiguous to the walls, but that some considera1/le space was left 
all around, nor was the enclosed space entirely occupied by buildings, 
nor more than eighty stadia of it ; neither do the houses join, (con
tinues he,) perhaps from motives of safety. The remainder of the 
space is cultivated, so that, in ~he event of a siege, the inhabitants 
might not· be compelled to depend on supplies from without.' 

Major Rennel was in doubt whether a square of eighty stadia, or 
eighty square ,tadia, was meant by the expression of Curtin., though 
he adopts t.he former as more conformable to the idea of the space 
requisite for the supposed population. This is het",een a third and 
a half of a s'!uarc of four hundred and twenty stadia, assigned by 
Herodotus to the whole, and gives us some positive data of pro
portion; and when it is considered, that the inhabitants really wd 
subsist, through a long siege, on the' produee of their own lands 
withih t.he walls, as affirmed by Herodotus; and that, when the city 
was taken by Cyrus at night, the inhabitant. of the opposite quarter 
of it wd not know the faet, until three hours after sun-rise on the 
following morning, as reported by Xenophon;t the proportion of 

• Book \'. p. 4. 
t "The §city was taken in the night of a great annual festival, while the inha-, 

, 
§ lIcrod. Jib. i. cap. 19i. r.19. Edit. Gale. Xenopb. Cpopad.lib .ii. p. 11 3. F.dit. Steph. 
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open .pace may be thought by no means e!,agge~ated, and con
sequently the extent of the circuit of the walls, however enOl'\llOUN 
it may appear when given at its highest standa~ ought not to be 
considered as at a\lbeyond the truth. 

The conclusion then would be, as Mr. Rich suggests, that, great 
as the actual size of Babylon was, the number of its inhabitants bore 
n~ proportion to this, compared with the relative size and popu
lation of the capitals of our own times; and that its streets, which 
are said to have led from gate to gate across the area, through culti
vated land, over which buildings were distributed in groups and 
patehe~ would convey, to a modern, the idea of roads through an 
enclosed district, rather than the division and avenues of a regular 
city. 

If the reasonings on these numerous facts and authorities be 
thought to have any weight in removing the few objections -Which 
might have been urged against the extent of the walls of Babylon, 
and the original standard of Herodotus be admitted, then this 
ruined wall at Al Hheimar, which is assumed to be a portion of the 
enclosure of the city, will be found to he in the cxac:~t place whert~ 

such fragment, if any existed, might be expected to be found. 
Had the city beeu a perfect square, facing the "ardinal points, 

at right angles with the river, and had that river divided it exactly 
in the centre, the distance of Al Hheimar, from the mound of the 
Mujellibe <>r Makloobe, would then, indeed, be greater than half 

bitants were dandng, drinking, and Peveling; and a.s tAristode reports, it had bt.'C11 

taken three days, before !4Ome part of the city perceived it; but tHerodotus's account is 
more modest and probabJe, that the extreme parts of the city were in the hands of tiw 
eaemy, before th~y who dwelt in the ·middle of it knew any· thing of their danger."
Nno* on the Propheciu, p. 166. 

t Aritl. Pol it. lib. iii. cap. 3. >h 'Y" fM'" -' ........ cu "p""l" "".,..... " ....... .., • .,.6 .. , ... Jlfl"'s "'I' .. oA . .... (IUii 

tertiumjam diem caP"; partem quandam urbit oon sto,in ! dic:uot. p. :141. vol. ji. Edit. Du Val. 

I Huod. ibid, iMII H ~f~' 1rOJwof, II, ... ...,.... ... W. "'_ "'"'"!J 1II1tJ111.."., ... .,."'" "'(11 'TIl .... x .... .. ". "'<>'\" 0' w.-..r_. '1"0.., "'. fA#VO" .III'~.' "'''J' a.f'uAw..-, ... ~.'" ............ 'u. Tant:..quc utUi. em magnitudo. 
ut (q1lOlnadmodum lIamot aecole) quum Cll.pti __ nO .... ; ........... u ".hi. ~'VII!!I inco'eballt, ii ~i l1lediam 

\lrhem~ incol .... t id UlClir.nL 
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the extent assumed for its area; as it is at least ten miles, and this on • 
one l3ide of the river only. But, as Rennel obtolcrv(~s, we are not 
told, inpooitive tenns, whether the four side. of Babylon Ii'onted 
the four cardinal points of the heavens, or not. The only notice 
concerning it L.., ,,:,hcre Diodorus says, " The .Euphrates rUlls to the 
sauth, through the m;,"'t of' Babylon," which may be meant. only in 
a general sensc. Some of the carly fanciful plans of that city, 
where it is not only made to face the cardinal points, but the river 
is led through it in so straight a line as to divide it into two equal 
parts, may therefore be justly disregardc,(). Herodotus merely says, 
" The great river Euphrates divides Babylon in two parts, snd the 
walls meet and form an angle WitJl the river at each extremity of the 
town;" without ~pccifying either equal parts o~ rig/tt angles in 
either case. 

Jtidging from the general course of the stream, which is now 
about north-east and south-we 'lit, and supposing the judicious ar
rangement of giving the principal streets an oblique dire:ction to 
the sun, for the sake of greater shade, it. is probable, that the fonu 
and direction of the city-walls were nearly those which Rennel has 
assumed for them, in the excellent mal' of the positions and environs 
of ancient Babylon, which accompanies his Memoir. If' the stream 
then entered the city nearer to its north-west than its north-east 
angle, as there delineated, the distance of ten miles on a course of 
west by north half nortn, between the wall at AI Hheimar, would 
not be greater than could be admitted within the square of fifteen 
miles, though both these objects are an the same side of the river ; 
supposing the former of these to have been near the Cisslan or 
Susian gate, in Ole south..",t extremity of the town, and tne latter 
to have been ncar the centre of the e"astern division, with. regard·to 
its< length, and close upOn the ri~r" bank, a8 it i8 both described 
and found to be. 

Before we descended from the ruined wall, which had given rise 
to all this trsin of argument,and speculation, we dug away some of 
the acCumulated rubbish, to e"tract some fresh bricks with t~ 
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white cement, in the hope that we might he able to,carry with us a 
more perfect specimen as far as Bagdad, for the satisfaction o£ Mr. 
Rich, whose previous valuable labours, and constnnt interest in all 
that regarded the ruins of llabylon, gave him a daim to the grati
tude of' everyone who might visit this interesting site, the ruins of 
which lay so many ages in daI knes!oi, and which he was the first to 
render at all intelligible. 

It was about one o'clock when we remounted our horses at the 
foot of Al Hheimar, to return to our companions, whom we had left 
in the Sheikh's tomb. The heat was nolV intense, at least five de
gre~ mmve that shewn by the thermometer on our coming out, 
when it stood at 1::l5" in the sun ; but J was too impatient, to lose 
even a moment iq the examination of it. 

We had the sun now heating on our foreheads, and the wind 
blowing directly in our teeth, with a glar{~ reflected from the ~ellow 
soil, that made (he eyes ache to look upon it. My Koord b'llide, 
who was one of the bravest of men on all other occasions, was dis
mayed and terrified at this, lor he talked of nothing but the Simoom 
wind, and its sudden and fatal efleets. We muffled up our faces 
with the ends of the kelleeah and turban which we each wore, 
poised our lances across the saddle, to admit of our stooping lor· 
ward sufficiently to ,avoid the sun heating on our brows, and rode 
slowly on, without uttering a syllaWe; and even when a hotter and 
a stronger "blast than usual of the north-west wiud came upon u~ 
we turned together to receive it on our backs, without exehililging 
a word, while our horses sidled together for safety, as if partaking of 
our .own sensations. 

We ."ached the Sheikh's tomb in ahout half an hour, our clothes 
filled with sand; '. our nostrils, ears, and mouth with.finer dust; our 
okin dried up to cracking; and ~th of us parched and filinting with 
thirst . . Our companions, whom we h,ld left behind, had neither of 
them slept, on account of the extreme heat, as they expressed it, 
~ough . they were reposing under tJle shelter of a thick. walled 
buildiag. As ·there remained only about a 'pint of water in the 
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dregs of the~eathern bottle, and our companions declared that 
lIonc had been drank by them in our absence, this small portion 
was in justice divided among us all. It served, indeed, but barely 
to wash out tbe dust from our mouthS; without swallowing a drop, 
which having done, we mounted agdin, and set out togetht-r on our 
way to Hillah. 

The nature of our situation having made us all equal, our guide 
and servant gave their opinions on the stcp~ hest to be taken, with 
as much ·freedom as ourselves. It was thus that both of them in
sisted on our having taken a track too llIudl to the southward, and 
pointed ·out a (:our::;(~, of about north-north-west, as leadin~ direct 
to HilIah, The filet is, that as neither of them had ever been at 
this spot I)('fol'e, they recollected none of t.he fe~ leading objects 
whieh were to he secn; and, therefore, had -the most confused ' idea 
of the relative points of bearing. They seemed like ships adrift in 
a boundless ocean, ,vithout a compass to steer by i and, 'had they 
been alol1e, would probably neither have reached Hillah, ftOr even 
the banks of the Euphrates, for the night. Mr. Bellino was half 
inclined to follow their suggestions. and give the eaflting vote in the 
case; urging, that their local experience, and knowledge of the 
country generally, gdve them a decided claim to be heard. 

On this, as on a thousand similar occasions, perseverance was 
the only virtue to oppose to wavering opinions. I had taken bear
ings of the great heaps near the river, pre~ious to our quitting Al 
Hheimnr: and haviqg again looked at my compass, when those 
heaps were less distinctly visible from the plain, silently pursuf'd ~ 
steady course. The two advisers of a more northern. route-actually 
drew off, so that. we gradually receded from each other; while Mr. 
Bellino, being a~. lirst undecided which to follow, kept a middle 
c<Y.Jrse: so that, 10 an hour after setting out" we . were all as 
widely separated, as if we ,had belonged to diJl'erent parties Dr 

tribes. 
At length a point of uni9n offered itself: after ·going over long 

mounds, lying in paiallel ranges of two and three beside each other, 
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and passing heaps of brick anll pettery, such as wi'S described on 
coming out, we discovered an enclosed spot of verdure, with.date 
and other trees, to which we al~ as if by common.consent, hastened 
in search of water and shade. On reaching this garden, we found 
an old Dervish, who called himself the ImaulJl of a sanctuary here, 
sacred to Suliman ibn Daoud el Nebbe, or Solomon the son of David 
the Prophet. W c alighted and threw ourselves along the ground, 
beneath the shade of' some overspreading trees; and having satis
fied our first want, by drfhking immoderately of some brackish 
water, with which we tilled our leathern bottle from an earthen jar, 
we all -fell insensibiy asleep, without even fastening our horses; 
these, being seemingly as much oppressed by the heat as ourselves, 
crept under the l~rallches of the trees to seek a cooler air, and, lying 
down on the grass, remained perfectly still, while we lay · on and 
ncar them, as if we were all members of the same weary family. 

It was nearly five o'clock when we awoke, "by which time the 
old Imaum, or Sheikh of the garden, had procured for us a melon, 
which we d""oured greedily, witll some dried and hard bread that 
still remained in our sack. This done, we set out again on our 
way, aud, about an hour before sun-set, came into the great public 
road from Bagdad to Hillah, a mile or two to the soutb of the ruined 
heaps of Babylon, by which we had lat.terly directed our course. 

Our approach to the bank of the Euphrates was through a broad 
road, lined:on each side by a high wall of mud, built, like those of 
the gardens of Damascus, of large masses of earth, of an ohlong 
form, placed on their edges instead of their lIat parts, and enclosing 
thick and extensive forests of tall and full-leaved date-trees, now 
laden with clusters of fruit. 

At sun-set we entered the eastern division of Hillah, or that 
part of it which lies on the eastern side of the Euphrates. It ap
peared to consist chielly of one good jltreet, leading directly to the 
river, and used as a bazar, with a number of smaller ones branching 
oft' from. it on each side. It is closed. at its western end by a large • 
door, through which we now passed, and came-immediately on the 
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bridge of boat,., which here fonns. the passage of communication 
aerDS'S the -river. The boats composing this bridge, as well as the 
road formed over them, are both inferior to those of the bridge 
acros.' the Tigris at Bagdad, and render it dangerous to pass on 
horseback among a crowd. 

We happened to be here at an hour when this bridge was par
ticularly thronged, and as every person's attention was arrested by 
the sight of Mr. Bellino in an European dress, the crowd pressed 
closer and closer together, by the succ~si"c halting of the curious 
to stare with open mouths of inquiry on the stranger. Our Koord 
guide, who forced his way before us, rode a very fiery hors~. which 
e"'cry now unci then reared back on his heels, and made the hoat 
over which he happened to hc>, roll from side to side, which, giving 
a corresponding motion to the planks of the bridge, never failed to 
be followed by a shriek from that part of the crowd who were near. 
My companion, wl)() rode next in order, necessarily partook of the 
general alarm; and being naturally impatient, gave vent> to the 
feelings of the moment, in language, which, though 1ft> one under
stood, everyone interpreted to be cNprL"Ssive of anger; while I, who 
rode behind, in quality of his attendant or escort, had enough to do 
to keep off with my lance the train of insolent hoys, who had ga
thered round to cry out "Frinjee! Gaiour! Kafr!" (Frank! Un
believer! Infidel!) and purpoaely to jump on the elastic planks of 
the bridget in order to increase the general confusion and alann, 

It was in the midst of this scene of mirth to some, of fear to 
others,. ,and of vexation and annoyance' to myself, that two Bedouins 
passing by, hall<.'<i to address me, calling out very gravely, "Ya 
Arab, ibn Arab," (You Arab, the son. of an Arab,) as a man of pure 
descent among the Israelites was lIsuslly called " a Hebrew of the 
H/!brew •. " I thought their inquiry frivolous, when they asked me 
if the' horseman before the stranger whom I escorted was a Koord. 
I replied in the affirmative, as the shortest answer I could give, and 
which ,I thought would prev~nt any farther questions. But 1 was 
mistaken. They first asked whatbusin_ I could have to be tra-
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veiling with a Koonl; and, be!ore I coulU. ans.wer, abused me jor 
• associating with a poopl<~ whom the Arabs of these parts s~m to 

hate most cordially. This was neither a momellt nor" place for 
explanation, so that I left them und.isturbed. in their impression of 
my being an Arab, who had not a proper regard to the honour of his 
race j for though the being au escort to a Frank and a Christian 
SL:oemed by 110 means objectionable to them, yet partaking that office 
with a Kooru was talked of as if it were an indelible stain upon the 
Ardb character . 

. " EI humu ul .IHah '''-'' I>raise be to God !"-was heard from 
twenty-tongues at once, as we made our last 8tep from the bridge, 
upon a firHwr footing, and" Mash Allah ~"and" SuIt Salarncc ," (cries 
of wonder and !relf-congratulation on arriving at the other side of 

• 
the stream in safety,) followed, as if we had escaped from the horrors 
of a storm at sea, rather than from the dangers of a lloating Ilrirlgc 
in a calm and not a rapid river. 

As well as the confusion of our passage across it would admit, 
I observed the length of the bridge to measure a hundred and 
ninety-five horse-paces, which would not be far short of the stadium 
assigned by Strabo to the breadth of' the Euphrates at Babylon, 
particularly as the bridge is in the narrowest part. Mr. Nie
buhr makes the stream here four hundred Danish feet; Mr. Rich, 
by a graduated line, seventy-five fathoms, or four hundred and fifty 
English f""t ; and its average breadth, through the site of the whole 
ruins, may be taken as from four hundrL-d and fifty to five hundred 
and fifty, the greatest breadth, being thus one-fifth less than the sta
dium assigned. 'flus is narrower than the Tigris at the bridge of 
Bagdad, by ninety-two horse-paces, or \learly one-third, according to 
my measurement of it in going across. Its depth here was found by 
Mr. Rich, in the month of May, to be two and a half fathoms, elCo
n~usly printed ~'twenty-one fathoms':in the Memoir in H Les Mines 
de l'Orient." Notwithstanding, however, that the stream is thus 
narrow, its current appeared to run at a rate of less than two miles • per bpur ; while the Tigris at Bagdad, at the mtllnent of our c'r0S8ing 
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it, ran certainl~ at the full rate of three, and sometimes rushes at the 
rate~of six or seven miles an hour. ' 

We forced our way with considerable difficulty through th 
crowds collected at the door by which the we tern quarter of Hillah 
is guarded, like its eastern one, towards the bridge; and getting 
soon afterwards to the khan, the discharge of artillery from the 
governor's residence in the town announced the appearance of the 

. moon of Ramazan. As all without · seemed noise and bu ~tle and 
riotous exultation, we confined ourselve within the caravanserai, 

• sufficiently happy, after-our fatiguing and burning excursion, to find 
a place of helter, refreshment, and repose. • 



: CHAPTER XXIV. 

VISIT TO THE TOWER OF B"\BEL AND TEMPLE OF BELUS, OR THE 

BIRS NIMROOD. 

JULY 2'1th.-Our first duty was to send the letters, with which 
Mr. Rich had kindly furnished us, to the govemo .. of Hillah, and 
to a powerful Arab of the sam'e town, named Esau Bek. The fonner 
was inaccessible, being with his Harem; but t~ latter had no 
SQOner received our letter, than he sent to announce his intention 
of "ting us. . 

It was about noon when he arrived at the caravanserai, acc<Jm

paaied by a younger brother, and a lal-ge train of servants. During 
th interriew, after he had 888ured us that he was the slave of our 
wishes, and that the executioo of ou:; orders and the safety of our 

• 
. pe DI ere on his head, bo1;h for the high resPect he bore towards 

3 p 
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• 
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our nation, an~ his personal esteem for its able representative at 
Bagdad, we repeated to him what had been already stated in the 
letter, that the object of our coming thu~ far was to visit the ruin 
called the Birs Nimrood, in the western D".ert, and we fixed on an 
early hour on the following morning for commencing our journey: 
he then quitted us, with a promise that all should be ready for our 
setting out at the hour and in the manner we desired. 

In the course of the day, we had received information of a riot 
having taken place before the house of the govt'rnor on the preeeding 
evening, in which one man was killed amI two wounded . . This cir
cumstance, added to the notoriously bad character of the people of 
Hillah, who murder their governors and assassinate each other with 
impunity, with the insolence and contempt whidl they manifested 
towards my European companion as we entered the town, induced 
us w' remain quietly within the khan for the remainder of the day, 

JULY 28th-We were on horseback before daylight,' and re
paired to the house of Esau Bek, to receive our escort for the visit. t.o 
the temple of Belus, or Birs Nimrood, We were here joined by 
the younger brother of this chief, and six horsemen, all wen mounted 
and armed, under whose protection we left the town. 

The dawn bad just began to break as we went out of the mi
.. rahle mud-walls which encompass Hillah on the west, These are 
built on an inclined slope, turretted along the top, and'barely serve 
the purpose of a cheek against the intrusion of the Desert Arabs, 
Within these walls is a large and high mound of rubbish, the outl""" 
of whlcb i. covered with fragnients of broken ' pottery, burnt 
bricks, and other remains of antiquity, which I at first conceived 
to be the ruin of some large mass of Babylonian building; but 
0(, a clOser inspection, it appeared to have been gradually ac

cumulated from the rejeete!l materials of which the town itSelf is 
built, and which were apparently all brought from the ruins of 
Baby\on, 

We went out -&om tbe town in nearly a westerly direction, 
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keeping close to the southern edge of long and-high. mounds, which 
appear to have fonned the banks of the eanal leading front the 
Euphrates into this western plain. In less than an-hour we left this, 
and going oW more southerly, directed our course straight towards 
the ruined monument of which we had come in search, and whose 
towering height began to shew itself from the moment of the day
light being broadly opened. Its appearance, as we approached it, 
was that of a fallen and decayed pyramid, with the portion of a 
tower remaining on its summit; and every step that we drew nearer 
to it, impressed us more and more with a conviction, that this was 
by far the most conspicuous of all the monuments of Babylon, of 
which any remains arc noW to he traced, and gradually strengthened 
the opinion that it was the celebrated Tower or Temple of .Jupiter 
Belus, which had been sought for, and as the explorers consi4ered 
even recognised, among the ruined heaps on the other side ~f the . . 
Euphrates. 

We had no sooner reached the spot, than we ascended hastily 
on its wester~ side,. over a very steep hill, formed of the broken 
fragments accumulated round its base, and all evidently fallen from 
the top. When we had gained its summit, and recovered breath by 
resting for a few minutes among the rock-like masses of the ruin 
there, our first duty was to note the hearings of surrounding ob
jects, for the purpose of fixing- more accurately the relative position 
of this monument;- since, from the loose description of Perc 
Emanuel, it had been admitted, by Rennel, to be within the ,;te 
of BIlbylon, and from the hasty account of Niebuhr, it had been 

• Bearing!!, taken by COIllpa811 from th\,.' summit of the Bin Nimrood:-
M-ound of MujcJliLe, or Makloube N. E. by N. 10 milt'!!. 
Mesjid el Shems, at Hellab N. E. by E. 5 miles. 
Kifi' el Yahooda, the Tomb of Eitekicl S. 7 m~e8. 
Khan Dubbey ...• s. W. by S. 8 miles. 
Khan Ghaneiita W. by S. ~ s. 3 miles. 
First Lake, or Marsh s. w. to w. S. w. 2 milas. 
Second Lake, or Marsh frtm W. 26 nriles, to N. N. W,.8 miles. 
Third: Lil.ke, or MalIh N. w. t~ N. -E. by N. 2 to 3 mil('S. 
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thrown witbou~ that site, for at least two or three miles beyond the 
wall., though 'both of these travellers describe<l the same identical 

rum. 
The direction of Kerbela, or Mesjid Hussein, was pointL'ti out. 

to us in a north-west direction, ami of Mc~jjd Ali in II. wutltern 
one; but though the morning was beautifully clear, and the ltour 
favourable for seeing to a great distance, neither the one nor the 
other were at this moment vi8ible. It was called a day's journey 
from hence to each, without anyone being able to speci(y the 
number of hours; and the khans mentioned in the bcaring~ were 
said to be on the direct road from Mesjid Ali to M-csjid 11 ussein, 
a road so notoriously infested by the Desert Arabs to the westward 
of it, that not a year passed without a number of Persian pilgrims 
being stripped and plundered, whether in strong parties or alone. 

I Inquired particularly after the ruined site calk,.J Brousa, or 
BOllrsa., by the nati~es, and supposed to mark the place of the an
cient Borasippa of Strabo, the Barsita of l)tolemy, and the Byrsia of 
Justin,· the place to whi(~h Alexander retired when he wa.", w.u-ned 
hy the eh.lde"ns not to enter Babylon by the ea.,I.. Near as this 
place was to us, however, and commonly as it waR thong-ht to be 
known among the people of the country, there was but one of all 
our party who did not absolutely deny its existence, contending 
that Boursa, or Hirs, were but different ways of pronouncing the 
same word, which was no other than the name of the plaCe on which 
we stood. The Arab, who admitted the existence of this disput<...ad 
spot, under the Jlame given, pointed it out in a south-east direction, 
but said it was not visible from hence. ' He knew not the accurate 
distance from this spot, but supposc,.J it to be four hours' brisk 
journey. This also he said was about its distance from HiIlah, 
adfiing, that it was fuUy an hour's ride from the west 'of the b'Ulk of 

• Alexandt'r, being influenced by the advice of the 800thsaycrs not to enter tlJi.city, 

turned Mide to Byrsia, a city heretofore. unpeopled, on the other !ride of the Euphrates; 
hut., heu.g importuned bt .A.nuarcbJs, the philosopher, to despi.e the presages of m&
gicians as false and uncertain, he afterwards returned to the City.-JUBtin, chap. xii. 
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the Euphrates. and therefore could not be visited. without a large 
escort, on account of the character of the Ar(lh.. mhn encamp near 
the spot. 

The view from hence, in every direction, was most dreary: a few 
distant lines of date-groves was all that relieved the eastern waste, 
marking the course of the river through the plain; and to the 
westward an was one yellow Desert, st..'Cmingly as destitute of animal 
as of vegetable life. Betwc'Cn us and the edge of these sandy wilds. 
was a line of marshes, lakes, and morasses-for at different periods of 
the year they deserved the name of citll{'r-so that the state of the 
countty here at least had seemin~ly umlcrgouc very little alteration 
since the time of Babylon'S foumlation or tlecay,"" 

We could trace no vestige of a wall in this direction, either in 
the shape of mounds, or otherwise, throughout all the range of our 
view. It is true, that the situation of a wall ncar marsht's afldloose 
sands would he unfavour~ble to its remaining visible for any length of 
time after it had been once broken down; and it is not, perhaps, im
probable. hut that it might have been more ncglected in this quarter 
than elsewhere from the first decline of Babylon. as the local 'fea
tures of the situation in its manshes, morasses, and loose sand, offered 
a permanent obstacle to invasion on that side.t 

In reasoning 011 the positiOlIS of the great gates of the cit."\ 

• " It i§ somewhat remarkable, that one of huiah's pruphccics eon~mjllg Babylon 
is entitled (x xi. 1.) , The hurden of the dl'l'lert of the sea; or r$thcr, ' of till' pi.li!\ of the 
sea,' for Babylon was scated in a plain, and su rrounded 1,y water. The · prupridy or 

the expression consists in thifl, not only that any large collection of waters in the oriental 
Ityle is called' a sea,' but also that the places Ilhout nabylon, as ~Abyclcnu8 informs us 
out of 1\:Iegasth~nes, are 1!8id. from the beginning hI have been overwhelml'CI with waters, 
and ·to have been called' the sea.' '"'-Newton on flw Prophecies, p. 161. 

t The Chaldean !IOOthsayers entreated Alexander not 10 enler this city at all it that 
paftieWar· time of his being abo~t to d~ 80, which was on his return from Ecbatana, and 

upon bib ex.pedition against the Cosaeans: ana he ridiculed this advice by rept.'ating tl 

§ Af.rn-.c a ... .,... ,.." f( "'X'I' U8..,. ....... b-M. ... .,..,. ...... 06.......... Fern»t, inquil, toea h(I!C omnia jam 
inde.b initio aqui.tl obnlta ruiue, mari, que nomine .ppetTata. Euteb. Pl"llp. E.-aog. lib. ix. clp. 41, p. 457 . 
Edit, Vipri, • 
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Major IWnnel SIIYS, " It may indeed be concluded, that there w~tt' 
fewer. gates and communications. with tM country on the west than 
elsewhere, for it i~ said, that Alexander wished to enter the city hy 
the west after his return from I ndia, in order to avoid the evil fore
told hy the soothsayers, but he was compelled to give up the attempt 
by reason of the marshes and morasses on that sid~.""" We arc told 
also by Diodorus Siculu" t that the number and depth of the mo
raSses round about Babylon made a smaller number of towers in the 
nature of bastion~ necessary for the defence of the wans. Such is 
exactly the stste of the country at the present moment, and the 
ea."itcrn limit of these marshes seem to occupy nearly the same place 
as anciently, or to press close upon what might be supposed to have 
heen the western boundary. of the Babylonian wall, 

In, turning from the surrounding objects to examine, for a m().. 
ment, ihe more striking one on which we stood, we found it to be 
a steep pyramidal heap, rising to the height of two hundred feet 
above the level of the surrounding soil, and having the western side 
of a brick building on its summit, rising to the height of fifty 'feet 
more. The westem face of the heap is the most destroyed, being 
worn down into a deep furrow in the loose rubbish, probably by the 
operation of the strong Desert winds from that quarter. The eastern 
and southern faces are in different degrees of greater perfection, and 
the southern is the most perfect of aU. At the foot of the mound 
may be traced a step, scarcely elevated above the plain, exceeding 
in extent, by seve .. 1 feet, the true base of the building. Within 

Mtirical Hne against divinc~, from the Greek poet Euripides. They then de!lired him at 
last not to enter it with his face westward, but to go round on the other ride of the city, 
and enter it .",jth his {ace towards the CMt. This he was resolved to comply with, but 
the difficulty of tne road, tohich WIU both WQtery and m.arllhy, forced "him to change that 
resol'/ftion. He even made: the. attempt to bring his whole anny round here, · and ~ter 
the city at their head, from the welt : f~r which purpose he Cl'OIIsed the Euphrlltes. and 
marched along its western bank to .the northward, having that ri,vcr on his rigb~, but _ 

• from the ground thereabout being cUI an impa48a.ble f7I(Jf"(l.U, he wu obliged to abandon 
his deaign ~ .u impracticable.-.4f'1"ia.n, b. vii. e. 16, 17. ' 

• See Ar\'~n, b, vii, '\ Book' ii. chap. 1. 
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this, the edifice commences rising in high and 4istipctstageo, reced
ing one within . another, in a proportion of width about eq"a! to 
their respective elevations. 

The first, or lowermost of these, shews only some of its interior 
work, where a pit has heen formed near the outer edge of the base, 
by the apparent clearing away of the rubbish there, perhaps in 
search after bricks. It is remarkable, that the bricks, though large 
and firmly made, are merely sun-dried, and cemented either by bi
tumen or mortar, but without reeds. The lower part of the struc
ture was composed of sun-dried bricks within, and a facing of fur
naee-naked bricks without, corresponding with the upper parts of 
the building as they now exist, and with the appearance of all the 
vestiges around .the base. This is exactly consistent with the first 
feature of the tower of Belus, as noted by Major Rennel, where he 

• 
says-"Jt may he concluded that the uppermost stories cOnsisted 
more of masonry than .of earth; hut the lo\ver l·hiefly of earth, 
whirl. was retained in its place by a vast wall of sun-dried uricks, 
the outer part or facing of which was composed of such as had 
undergone the operation of fire." Strabo says, "that the sick. of 
the tower were of burnt bricks." 

The second stage of this heap, which recedes within the first 
in about the proportion of the height. of this from the base, shows 
the north-east angle of its exterior front most distinctly. This i. 
faithfully ·delineated in the view of the eastern face of this monu
ment, as drawn by Mr. Rich, and engraved ltD accompany his 
Memoir on Babylon; hut {rom the drawings having becn reduCLod 
by the editors of the" Mines de rOrient," in which thcy were ori
ginally inserted, to so small a scale, the effect of this appearance is 
less striking.- It is nevertheless sufficiently visihle, even on that scale, 
to '}Ie' referred to as a corroboration of the assertion here ntade . 

. \ , 
• See the relative positions and present aspect of the principal Babylonian edifices 

spobD'"of in" tbia Work. in the lithograpbic copies"or the Plan and Views of Mr. Rich, " 
taken, by permiHion, from tbe plate accom.pap.fing hi. original Memoir in u.Les M.ines 
deroriell~" and inaarted among th4111uttiattoo, Of the preaent Volume. 
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The whole of this angle, as far as it eanbe traced, is of burnt brick, 
though sun-dried bricks and loose earth may occupy the interior of 
the mass, as not more than a few feet in thickness are seen jutting 
out beyond the general surface of the rubhish. 

Still above this, is a third stage, a fragment of which may be 
perceived in Mr. Rich's view of the western front of the heap; this 
recedes within the sC<.'Ond, in the same proportion as the second 
within the first; and,like it, is apparently formed of furnace-baked 
bricks, for the exterior surface which now projects beyond the loose 
fragments of the general ruin. 

Above them all, rises the fourth and last existing stage; which 
is delineated in the apparent tower that crowns the summit of the 
whole. The standing part of" this upper stage i. a solid wall of 
brick, .~bout fifty feet in height, from the lowest part of its base 
visible on the east, \hirty feet in breadth, and fifteen in thickness, 
though both these last dimensions seem to lessen gradually on ap
proaching the summit. The upper edge of this wall is so broken 
and irregular, as to prove, beyond. a doubt, that it did not tenninate 
the pile; but that above thi. there were other stages, now de
stroyed. The wall of this ruin is now rent by a large fissure, which 
extends through nearly half its height, and is, no doubt, the effect 
of somc violent agent, rather than the gradual operation of time. 

'I'he summit of the pile, as it now stands, at an elevation .-of two 
hundred and flfty feet from itS own b~se, covers apparenily an area 
of nearly a hundred feet. The whole of this appears to bave been 
occupied by a square huilding, forming the fourth stage of this 
great pyramidal tower; only one side of which now remains ereet. 
This present. a wall of hrick work, about fifty feet in extreme 
he~ht, by thirty In breadth, and fifteen in thickness, pierced both 
longitudinally 'and transversely with small eh~imels, running all 
through the building, as if to' give a free passage to the air . . ' It is 
the western side of the tower that remains standing, though' occu~ 

. pying enly a portion pf its ori!;inal breadth on that front, as both its 
side edges have reen evidently broken away. On the north and 
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south, the' walls are broken down, and their Jl,lilwials dispersed, 
though the place of both can still be traced. But on the ~.asb, the 
fallen masses which composed the wall of that quarter still remain 
on the spot, 

The bricks -used in the masonry of this pile are fhrna<,c-haked, 
an4. of the "ormnary .kind, resembling those at Al Hheimar, more 
than tIic .fillcr one'S at the Kassr, and the whole is thus taithfuUy 
c~rncterized hy Mr! Rich. " The fine burnt bricks, of which the 
ruin at the summit of the nirs was built, have inscriptions on them, 
and so admirahle is the 'cement, which appe~8 to he· lime-mortar, 
that though the layers are so close together, that it i~ difficult to 
discc;rn what substance is uetwl:en them, it is nearly impossible · to 
extract one of the bricks whole, The other parts of the summit 
of this hill are occupied by "immense fragments of brick-work,-pf no 
detenninate figure, tumbled together, ami converted into solid vi
trified masses,' as if they had undcrgoHc the action of the present 
fire, or been blown up with gUll powder, yet the lay."." of the bricks 
are perfectly discernible.'" 

The appearan<.'e of these mas~ amI the fissure in the portion 
of the wan which still remains ereCt, furnish reasons to believe that 
fire was used as an ag<>nt of destruction in this edifice, t to effhct 

Memoir, in" LeI!' Miucs de rOrient," 
. t " We hl'arn farther, from a fragment of DiodufUS Siculu8j which is produceU by 

Valcriuli, and quoh,.J fro1;JJ him by ~ Vitringa, that a king of Parth,ia, III' o lle of his Ilt.'{'rs, 

l'ur~'1ill~ all the. tal?ou~ tyrantll jn c,ruch)'. omith.'ti no 110ft or' puni~hllll'nt, hut scnt 

many HE the BahyloniilllK, and for trifling caUSC!l~ into "lavery. and llllrnt the forum and 

SOl'rR: of the temple!l 'of Biibylon, arid demolished the rn.'St parts of the city. This hap
penl\d,about a hUl)Ilred ud tNttl': yeurl! heron:: Chri6t ... .,....:.Newton tm. t/Je PNJpkt!ri(JJoj, 

p .. l'/9c· : ,. 
(" ~ .Vif{ipg., Gam. ill leuia.m. c.p. xiii. p . . 411 . .,\001 •. 1; E""f.I'4'Pft..l T_ n ....... /J¥,"'"" 1<. T. A. E'Iem'>.na, 

P~rIhottim ~l: (docuil \!1l.1esiu~ ,c\ariss ime q,uod eruditi vi,i luiJenler admi$f!runt. legeud ulU .... i~e IIimerum. 

PtithOrhti(.,egis Mln.pam. ex CircUln$tantiiil ' \IlmpOri' · llis lo~n .• el oolllti~ locis J usli fli ac Atbcnao;l p;Uria 

Hyrca~~netos tyrannO\l ,acerhilale vinClllls. nullum n:,;!il" gtl\¥l pl"t.'termisil. l'luriwo$en;m Uahylooios 
lev~bllj de ~i' M",ituti addiclos, cum omlli fa!"ii~ in l\~ediam . di~trah~nd05 misil. Forum quoque el 
noilllVit.-' d~llitir*-'B*b"ytonll 'iSni tradidit;' 'ae'tilitefi~. q:~ oib\s'itlClt enrol, 'Aecidit 'cAuS SllInle 

~.Se~~""tI~~C~XX·."£'·v: , 1wIti-tllomihi. • 
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which almo~t f$ery other means would have been ineffectual, from 
the astonishing finnness of its masonry, which rendered the whole 
fabric in strength· like one solid block. Had this beeu the original 
summit of the building, and the fire used here heen that of sacri
fice or adoration, as might be suggested by those who would infer. 
from the visible e/lects of this element, that the Birs Nimrood was 
an ancient fire-temple, the vitrified appearance would have been 
seen aA well in the standing part of the wall, as in that which is 
fallen, and in both only on the interior surfilce of the enclosure, 
which the fire might he supposed to have occupied. Here,. however, 
the fallen masses bear evident proof of the operation of fire" having 
been continued on them, as well after they were broken d0v.:n as 
before, since every part of their surface 1138 been SO equally exposL"<l 
to it" that many of them have aequire<.l a rounded form, and in nonc.~ 
can the place of separation from its adjoining one be traced by any 
appearance of superior freshness, or any exemption from the influ
ence of the destroying flame.· 

It seem!'! prohable, therefore, that all other means of destrt1t:tion 
having been found ineffectullI, from the solidity of the brick-work of 
which the upper part was composed, the aid of fire was called in for 
that purpose; altd this element, when well fed in a closed building, 
would produce nearly the effects which we see, namely, the splitting 
of one portion of the wall in a deep fissure; the breaking down of the 
other into large masses, still preserving its layers of brick distinct 
and inseparable from the tenacity of their cement; the vitrification 
of such masses after they had thus fanen into the body of the fire, 
by its enveloping them all around as long as any heat continued ; 
and lastly, the clltire fall of some of the disjointed portions of the 
wall, thus violently separated from the rest. '!'his would be the 
n.(ural effect of the application of fire within any of the stages, 
even the uppermost, and if applied to any of the lower ones, would, 

• "a'hus saith the LpnfoC "Holts, The broad walla of Babylon &ball be utterly 
hroken, and her high gates!lhall be burnt wUA)t'e."-J~, chap.li. v. Ml. 
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in addition to the same effects, produce the und~rmjning and over
throwing every part of the structure above." 

From the summit of' this ruin, we could discover plainly the 
vestiges of a quadrangular enclosure round the whole pile, us noted 
also by Mr, Rich, It is most visihle on thc Wei-it and north, its angle 
of meeting bearing from us about west-north-west, and its general 
distance from the base of the great heap appearing" to be about a 
hundred yards, or it." whole square something lUore thun thTL'C 
hundred yards on each side. In an eastern direction from this 
ruined pile, amI separated froll1 its foot hy a clear spa('t', from wh:.::h 
it might be inferretl that it neve,r joined the pile itself, is II mound 
of ruins, <''<J.ual in elevation to those as!oiulIlcu for the palace and the 
hanging gardens ~m thc other sidc of the rivcr; this is of an oblollg 
form, cxtending about a quarter of a mile in length, and a furlong 

. . 
in breadth, of lU1C(lual surfhce, and strewed over with· pottery, bricks, 
and coloured tiles, but havin~ no actual remaills of ancient build
ings, the two sepulchres now erected on it being recent Mohamme
dan works. 

As tills pile of the Birs Nimrood is here assumed. to he the re
mains of the celebrated Tower of Helus, the place of which has 
been long disputed; and as mature cOllsideration, added to a close 
personal inspection of the mOllullwut, lias only strengthened and 
confirmed the orig.inal impression of its identity, it may be well 
to enumerate such features of resemblance betweell the present 
ruin and the ancient temple, as are considered to justify thc dccj;.~i(m 
of their being one and the ,,"me edifice. 

, It would appear that Alexander himS('lf had sacri6c.cd tn the gud Helus, tlntl most 
probably in thi!! n~ry temple; but what was the nature of tIle sacrifice is Iltlt mentiofltKl. 
" On .Alexunder's n.Arching from Arbela, after the defeat of Darius, &traight to lla. 

hy:on, the gates of tha~ '·ast dty were thruwn opt'n tn him, and pTOCi.'Ssion~ of the pr¥'sts 
and chiefs of the people went alit to nl(.'Ct him, uffering him grellt .L.rjft ~, antI ddi" ering 
the city, the tower, and the. royal treaaur(', iutollt!; hand~ Alt'xallfll'r, <'Iltt.'ring tht't;ily, 

com~ded the llQbylonians to rebuild the temples ·~\'hich X('rxt'~ hml dcstro),t>u, and 
~tqJeCiaJ~ the temple of Belus, whom the Bahyl~niaq!i, worsh iJ1Pctl as their (:hit'f god, 
and to whom he him9('lf, by the advi~c or the (~ho1dctl.n rrjests, uffered SIlchlit.;c."
f _ •• """k iii. ,hap. 16. 
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In recurring to the ancient descriptions of this celebrated 
monument, Major Rennel justly oblmrves, that" aU these are very 
brief: ami Strabo is the only one who pretends to give the positive 
elevation of the tower, t.hough all agree in stating it to be very 
great. The .«quare of the temple, says Herodotus, was two stadia, 
(oue_ thousand fL'et,) and the tower itself nue stadium, in which 
Strabo agrees. The fi.mner adds, 'In the midst, a tower rises, of 
the solid depth and height of olle stadium, upon which, resting as a 
base, seven other turrets are built in regular succession. The ascent 
is on the outside, which. winding frolll thc ground, is continued to 
the highest tower, uml, in the llliddJ(~ of the whole structure, there 
is a (!onvenient resting-place: - Straho says, that the sepulchre of 
Belus was a 1Jyraulid, of one .fftaliiutu in hcight, ~"hose base wns a 
square of like dimensions, and that it was ruined by Xerxes. Arrian 
agree!> in this particular, and Diodorus adds, that on the top was a 
statue of Belus, forty fcet in height, in an upright posture; from 

. which Major llennel has inferrec.l, hy an unobjectionable rule, that 
the tower must have been about five hundred feet in height, corre
sponding to the dimensions lliisignc.,"'f.l by the others. Its destruction 
hy Xerxl.'S must have t.'lken place before any of the writers, whose 
descriptions arc dted, could have seen it, and that destruction must 
no doubt have been un unusually devastating one, since the l>crsiull 
monarch is said to have forcibly stripped it of all its treasures, sta
tues, and omamenU;, and even to have put its priests to <klath. Uoth 
Strabo and Arnan indeed say, that Alexander wished to restore it; 
thc fonner asserting that he found it· too great a labour, for it was 
said that ten thousand men were not able to remove the ruhbish, 
in the ,:ourse of two months; and the latter stating thi>\. it had 
been begun, but that the workmen made less progress in it than 
Alwmnder expected.t 

Clio. un. 
t " Th(' telllple of Ilclus it! situalL>d. in the heart of that city. (Babykm,) a mOit mag. 

nificcnt and stupcodulIl! fabric, built with brick, and ceUleoted. together with a bitu
minoui'l ~b8tance ill .. tcad of mortar. i 'hi", with alllhe rest of . .the Daby'onian temples, 
W8 !4 t!ubvcrted by Xerx~~ at hill rctllMI from hi~ Grecian expedition; whereupon 
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Here ,then we ,colleet the following leading facts; first, that 
- . 

the tower of Belus was a pyramid, eomposed of eight separate sJages 
successively rising above, and retiring within, eQ,ch othpr; second, 
that its whole dimensions were a StJuare of one stadium, or five 
hundred feet at its base, and its height exaetly the same; third, 
t.hat it had around it a square enclosure, of two stadia, or one thou
sand feet for each of' its sides; and, fourthly, that attnched to this 
was a temple, th~ relative position and dimensions of which ure not 
specified, uut the ruins':9f Wllich were very considerable. 

To all these features, the remains of the monument called the 
Hirs Nimrood pcrfeetly' correspond. The form of its ascent is py_ 
ramidal, and four of' the, eight stages of' \Vhieh its whole height was 
composed are to ,be distinctly traced, un the north and east sides, 
projecting through the general rubbish of its fa(..'C. Its dimensions 
at the hase, as accurately measured by Mr. Rich, give a circum terence 
of seven hundred and sixty-two yards, or two thousand two hundred 
and eighty-six feet, excet..Jing the square of a stadium, or two thou- . 
sand feet, by no more than might be expeded from the accumulation 
of the rubbish around it on all sides. The height of the four ex
isting stages is equal to about half that of' the original building, or 
two hundred and fifty feet; which, as the eight stages are said to 
have risen above each other in reguhu slU..:cession, may be fairly sup
pOSL-'d to represent the four lowermost of them. The square en
closure to<be traced around the whole appears, from the summit of 
the building, to occupy a line of lIlore than three hundred yards lor 
c""eh of its sides, which may' be thought to correspond aceurately 

Alexander detcrruinetl to repair it, t)r, Ill; sunil' !\8.y, rt'huild it upon the old fjJUllIln tion:l; 
for which l-ea~n he I,vl ordered the Dnbylnllians to dear away the rubbish .. for he de
ttigned. to build it in a more august and stately manner than hefore. nut, whereas.they 
had ·made a much less progress in the work than he expectetl during his nbsencc, he had 
!\Om,' thoughts of employing his whole Ilt'lIIy abo ... t it. M \leh land hUll I,een l.'tlllS('(:ratl'ti 

and set apart by the Assyrian monarchs fur the god ·&Ius, and much gold hm! bt.'tlll 

otrert!d to\him;· from thef!C the temple ~ fonnerly rebuilt, and sacrifices to the god 
• provided. ... :-..4man· .. Hist. of .l~ .. b: vu. c. 17. 
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enough with the enclosure of two stadia, or one thousand feet, ag-
• 

Sib"ll~ by the historian.· 
The great mound to the e ... tward of the tower i. such as must 

have been left by the uestruction of some spacious but less elevated 
lmilding attaciH....u to it, anu is of' sufficient magnitude for any temple; 

... III a Sl'COlld ;\lculOir Oil nabylon, pllbli~hl'(l suhSl..'t luclitly to Illy ViKit If) it .. ruins, 

in answer to SlIIlK r{'ll1urb of Major ltcIHwl, Oil Mr. Rich '~ First Memoir, und which I 

han' onl" Sl:cn ~ illn' Illy n·turn to Englllnd, I_his J.,""I.'Ilt.i{'man, to \dftllll I hrul freely com_ 
llIunic..'t'~1 all the rC~llhs of lily rcsenrchcs thel"{', t hilS a.ll;i,I('~ to this portion of thl'm:

.. 'I'll(' w]lUll" ht'ighl of Ihe Hirs Xemroud, abu\"(" tht' piain to the su mmit I)f the brick 

wall, i .~ two hUllflr~~1 ami thirty-five f('Ct. The bril'k wall it:<elf, which staft<l s 011 thc 
cdgc of tilc l'UIIHUil, and was undoubtL'(lIy the [.l{'C of another sttlJ.,I'C, is thirty-sc,'cn fl:et 

hig h. In Ihe ~idl' of the pilt'. a littk hduw tht' sUlllmi t, is "l'ry clellrly 10 1M.' ~cell part 
(If 1lllotiwr hrit:k wall predsdy rt'scnthling tIll' fragltll'lIt which t: fUWn.~ the .~lIl11mi t , but 

which ~ till c\lea:<(>s and supports it s pari of till' 1IIH1l11d , Tlli" is clt-arly indicative of 

anolht:'" stnge of greater exf('nt. The masollry is infinitely superior to lIny thing of the 
kind I ha\"c ('\'cr M.1.' I1; and, Ie'a\,jug out lit' the q1lestifln any eonjl'Cture n'lutive to the 
I)rigillal de~til1atio\l of Ihi~ ruill, till' i111pression I1Imle hy a sight of it i~, lhat it was a 

IIOlid pill', e0111poSl.'(1 in the init'rior nf IInbl1rnt brit-b, and lX'rhap ... earth or rubbish ; 
that it was cunstrllct('fl in rl'(.'('I lin~ l'laW'~, and flleft! "'ith fine burnt. hnch, ha"ing in_ 

IICriptiul1s on them, luid in /I wry thin layer of lime ('('men!; ami that it was retluccd hy 
villlcllt:{' to its I'rcSI.'nt ruin"lIs condition. The upper sUlrics haw 1Jt.'(.'1l forcibly broken 

dOWlI, ami liN.' has bl'en emploYl.'(.1 al' UII illSlrulll('nt of deslructioll, thoug h it is nnt easy 

to So't)' pn .. 'Ci ... ..Iy how or why. The fueing of finl' bricks 1t:IS partly bel'lI tCmoH,'(.I, and 

partlyem'cm.! It)' the falling flown of the mass which it SU PP<lrf l'(.lIlUd kept tog;dher. 
I speak with the greater confiliellce of the different ~tll1-.'CS uf thi", pilt', from Illy own oh

!;CrvlltiOJls haviug: 1K.'i'!l recently conlirnw(lllnd l'~tclld(,tI hy an intt'lligcntotrltxelll!r, who 

is of opiuion thrlt the traCl'~ uf four stnges arc clearly disccrnihlC'. A!I. I believe it iR hi!! 
intention to lay thc accuunt of hi~ trnH'ls herure the worM, I am unwilling to forestall 

any of hi s ohserv:uions; but I I11l1 st not ol11it to '1\otll'C it remarkable result arising out 

of them. 'rho.' Tow('r of Ddus was:1 stOOiu," in hl'igh l; then'fore. if we suppose thc 

eight tOW{,I'.~, or stnges, which eOl1lposL'(1 the pyramid of Bdus, to havc been of eql.m..l 
height, acc()rdin~ tn ;\Iajur ncunel',.; idea, which is preferable to that of tllC Count de 

CaY!llll,t we ought to find '.race,; Hf four of them in the fragment which I't.'ln!l.ills, whose 

c1e\'atim\ is two hulltlrt'(l a.1(1 thirty-five fL~I; and this is precisely the number which 
::'It... nuckingham helie\'(-s he has ,!i sc01'cn'tl. This rer;ult ill the mof(' worthy of atten

lioll, as- it did Dot occur to Mr. D. himself."-Rich's S(M.wu/, Memoir un BcWglott, 
p,32. .. 

,t &:f' Me'lI. de ['Academic. \'01. Uli. 
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while the rubbish formed by the destruction of the.'\,hole, including 
both the tower and the temple which Alexander i. said to have 
wished to restore, is greater than the whole solid contents of the 
Mujellibe, or Makloube, and would certainly occupy a body of ten 
thousand men nearly two months in effectually removing. 

To this may be added a suggestion, of little weight perhaps 
when standing alone, but worthy of mention when supporting other 
filets, namely, the. probability of the naDle of Birs, at present applied 
to this monument, being a corruption of Be/us, its original name.· 
El lJi,,' i;; the epithet hy which it is exclusively called by some; 
alltl wh~lIe"el' ..I.Vimrood is added, it is merely because the inhabit
anls of tilis country arc as fond of attributing every thing to this 
" might} hunter ?efore the Lord," as the inhabitants of Egypt are 
to Pharaoh, or those of Syria to Solomon. Mr. Rich, whose autho
rityon a point of oriental philology is of great value, say~ <'I'The 
etymology of the word lJirs (V'.J') would furnish a curious subject 
for those who arc fond of such discussions. J t appears not to be 
Arabic, as it has no meaning which relates to this subject in that 
language, nor can the most learned persons here assign any reason 
lor its being applied to this ruin." The change from Belu •• to BeruG, 
which requires only the change of a t>JIIstantly permutable letter, 
\vould be less extraordinary than a thousand others which have been 
insisteu on as decisive j and the difference between Berus and lJi1W 
it; nothlng·in any of' the Semmetic languages, or those written 
without vowels, since both would be expressed by the same cha
racters, without addition or diminution, and both consequently be 
the same in sound. 

l'lifty says, the T~mple of Jupiter Belus W8." ~ called from nelu ~, n pnnet', the 
firlll inventor of astronomy. The city was however gone to decay, and lying W1l5~ in 
Pliny's time, from the vicinity of Seleucia, which had drawn off all it!< population.
Nat. Hut. b. 6. c. 26. 

The Belue of the As.~yrians is thought to be the Mahaba1i of the Hindoos. and the 
Shah Mahbool of the Pcrsi8.lls, the l.'lstof th .. third dynWlty of die uncicpt kitlgs 
mentioned in ·the Dabistan.-Hilt. of PerM, v: i. p. 248. • 
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The objecti')'ls which might be,urged against the identity of,the 
ruin.at. the Birs with the Temple sntl Tower of Jupiter' Bel"", 
deserve a ' moment's consideration. The first may be louml in the 
apparent novelty of the theory, and in the fnet that no one who hao 
hitherto visiu..>d, described, or written on this ruin, with thc single 
=ceptioll of Mr. Rich, IlllIl yet assumed it to be the temple in 
question., This, however, may be easily acC'-Ounted for. '" All 
travellers," says Mr. Rich, " sinoo the time of UenJamin of Tudela, 
who, first revived the remembrance of> the ' ruins, whenever they 
fancied themselves ncar the site of BabylOli" universally fi?,cd upon 
the most conI'>7Iicu()1U'I eminence to ~eprescnt the Tower of Belus. 
Benjamin of Tudela, Rauwolff; and ~OlUe others, saw it among: tIl(' 
ruin,S of the old Fdugiah ; und, fully bent upon vE!,rifying tht.· word~ 
of Scripture, fauded it infested by evcry species of venomou:s reptile." 
Pietro della Valle seems to have been the lirst who selected the Mak
loubc as the remains of thilt L'elebrated structtue, for the reason as
signed ahove, because it was the most conspicuous eminence among 
those which he had l'Ieell, and his opinion naturally remained- au
thority, until SOJIlC better was produced. ]lere Emwluel indeed 8aw 

the llirs, but, as hm; been said wit~l great truth, .. from the account 
.he has given, or the clearness of the idea which he appears to have 
formed of it, he might, with "lual advallt'lle to the world and 
himself, have never seen it at aiL· 

Niebuhr appears to have seen it first from a distanec, wheu he 
took it for a watch-tower ,; aud subsequently to have been upon thc 
ruin itself, as lu: describcs the little hole in theW-all, which cannot 
be St.'CIl frolll below. After descrihing the ruin very briefly, hp 
says, "Mail'i en rclisant clIsuite ce que Herodotc dit (I. i. s. 170.) 
au Temple de llc1u);,' ct de sa for,te 'four, il m 'a parn tr~ vraisem
blable que j'en avois t'etrouve lade~ rcs~s; 'et c"est pou'J"(juoi j'espt-'>re, 
qu'un (~ 'Ines' successcurs dU)1s 'ee voyage, cn~ ' fera 'dc 'plus eX,actes 

recherches, ct nollS en donnera la descri.ption.::t 

' .. 
.. Memoir, in II Lf'Ii Mines ~ l'Orient.: .t ,·V:ol. ii. p. 286/ 4to.r l ' 
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This was the impression made on M. Niebuhr, in merely snateh-
o • 

iug" hasty view of the ruin. This was my own impiession at thetirst 
moment of approaching it, without any recollection at the time of 
what Niebuhr had written, and this also was the elie",t produced on 
Mr. Rich. "Previous to visiting the Birs," says that gentleman •. " ] 
had not the slightest idea of the possibility of its heing the TowPr of 
Bel us; indeP.d its situation was a strong argument against such a 
supposition; but the moment I had examined °it, I could not help 
exclaiming, 'Had this ~ on the other side of the river, and 
nearer th~ ruins, no one ~uld doubt of its heing the remains of the 
Tower.' ,-. 

The next objection to the identity of the Birs with the temple 
of BeIus, may be in its situation; as it has been the commonly r~ 
ceived opinion, that this temple stood OB the eastern 'side of the 
Euphrateso The only ground upon whi"h tlus was assum~d by 
Major Hennel, is a presumptiou that the Helidian gate, which was 
known to be on the cast side, was so named from its vicinity to the: 
Temple of Helus. This has been so satisfactorily answered by Mr. 
Hieh, as to leave nothing to add to his remarks on this subject.t 

• Memoir, in •• Les Mines de I'Oricnt/ 1" 155. 

t Tlw passage •. in which Major Rennet's ubjection nnd .Mr. Rich's reply to it is con-
tained, is worth l'xtracting entire'. It is this:_ . 

" I believe it is nowhcre positively assertl'(l, that till' Tower of BelliS stOOtl ill Iht' 
eat;tcrn comer·of Babylon. Herodotus, Strabo, Pliny, and Quintus Curtiu8, do not 

affinn thi ll, but it is certainly the generally receh'l"t! opinion; and Major Bennd ;;,. .. ys, 
, It ma.y be pretty clearly collected frpm Diodorus, that the temple stood on the cast 
side and the paIal:e on the west. A presUDlpth-c proof of the lIupposed position of the 

temple, should the words of Diodoru!I be regarded as amhibruous, is, that thc gatc of 
the city named Hclidian, and which we m.lIst conclude to be denominated from the Tem_ 

ple, appears pretty clearly to havt' been !!ituatet.l on the ca!lt side. When Duriu!! Hys.
taapet; betieged Babylon, the Beliclian and Cill.'lian gates were opened to him by Zupy_ 
rUIi; and the DahyloniW18 fled to the'TempJ(, of Delus. us we may ~mppol\e the nearest 
phlce of Muge. The Ciwn or SURian gate mull surely have been in the c~tem part 
of the city, as Sull8.1ay to the ea.'It; arid by circumstances, the Belidian gate Willi near 
it. '§ Now; I do not think thelle premises' a1togetlaer warrant the condutsion. In these . 

§ lIIuslratio lU of the Geograpby of Herodotus. pp. 3S~351. 

3 R 
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The difficulty js then reduced to its distance from the river, which 
is t\lought so great as to exclude it from the site of the city ac
cording to the generally received extent of its area, and its not 
apparently occupying that central situation in its <lwn division 
which has been assigned to it by the ancient writers already 

quoted. 
If, however, the area of Babylon, as given by Herodotus, be ad

mitted to be correct, then, taking the ruin at AI Hheirnar for its 
east.ern, and the ruin of El Birs for its -western extreme, the latter 
will be just induded within the great '"Iuare of four hUl/dred and 
eighty stadia, or fifteen miles on each siue. It would be irtdeed an 
obstinate bending of facts to support a previously advanced theory, 
to suppose that so eonspi('uoUlS an edifice as this of the BiTS, still re
taining, even to this late period, its pre-eminence over all the other 
Babylonian mins, should have hecn situated just without the wall" 
on the !olide which ("Ould not he approaehed, and which had scarcely 
any brates, on account of the morasses prcs~ing in that direction 
close on the borders of the city; and yet, that it should bot be 
noticed hy any of the writers, describing the ancient Babylon, as 
occupying SO singular a pofoiition. , . 

Admitting it to be within the walls, and the adoption of the 
area of Herodotus completely ctfeds this, it.s centrdl situation is the 

ooulltrie~, as has befnr~ lk-'Cn remarkL'd,· gates take the name of the plaCes to, and not 
from, which they lead. 'I'he I(llteK of Bahylon arc instancl..'S of thill; and the very gate 
next the Hclidian was called Susi!1n, fr()l1~ the ~~WII tl) which the road it opens Upon 

leads; so that, if the Dclidiun gate really derivM its appellation from the temple, it 
would hav(' lx'Cll a singular instance, not only ill Ilabylon, hut in the whole·F.ast, at any 
period. It is, (~nnS(.'(IUI..>Jltly, much eaKier to ~Uppo:iC tht'rc may have been a town, vil. 
lagc, or other remarkllble l)lace without the city. the tradition of which is now loat, 
w~h J:,rave itK name b . the gate, than that such un irregularity existed. As to the iD
habitants, in their dilltrt!lis, taking refub'C within the precincts of the temple, it is pro. 
bable thef were 'induced til it. not {Iolll its proximity to the point of attack, hUJ: as 
the grand sanctuary. and, from its holiness and great celebrity, the OIlC most likely to 
be respected by the encmy."-Memoir, in" fa Minu de fOrient," . , 

Vide, abo, B:ezmel. 
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only difficulty to be removed to reconcile the identity of this ruin 
with the. monument of which it is assumed to be"'the remains, It 
may be remarked, first, that we have pr""umptiv~ proof of Herod<>
tus intending this expression of its heing "in the centre" in a very 
general way; for he places the palace and the hanging !,'ardens in 
the centre of their resPective divisions also: while Diodorus is ~ost 
explicit as to the fact of the palace having been near to the bridge, 
and consequently to the bank of the river, which could not have been 
the centre of the eastern division of the city; and he is borne out 
in this d""cril'tion by the statomellts of Strabo and Quintus Curtius, 
both of- whom represent the hanging gardens to have been very 
near the river, and aU "agree ihat they were within or adjacent to 
the square of the. fortified palace. 

Since, then, this expression of the topographer, " in 'the centre," 
is found to be a breneral one, when (~onfr()nted with the testimony 
of other writers, and wit.h the appealdn(:e of the ruins, both of the 
palace and the hanginp; garclens, to which it is applied, it cannot be 
unfair to suppose the application of it to the Temple of Belus to 
be equally gelleral, whell oppose<l to the testimony of other 
writers, and the appearance of remains still less equivocal than the 
former ones. Major Rennel himself says, indeed, "It is proper to 
remark, that there is this specific difference between the descrip
tions of Herodotus an<l Diodorus; the first say", that the centres of 
the two divisions were occupied respectively by the palace and the 
temple: but Diodorus, by two pnlaces; and although he speak, of 
the temple also, yet he <loes not point out its place." 

But, after all, the ~uins themselves, from their magnitude and 
general correspondence of detail with the touter, or temple, or py
ramid, of Belus, may be safely admitted to contain more convincing 
proofs of their i<lentity, than any thing that could be sai<l on';ts 
positive or rcla~ive situation with rtispect to other (.'<.iifi<:es; and 
while sO generally careful and accurate an investigator as Rennel 
coul<l feel justified in fixing the posi~ion of this wmple on such 
scanty materials as were presented to his choice;.and, by a re(crence 
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to this position so fixed, as a standard, 'could venture to detennine the 
pi""" of all the ;'ther edifices of Babyloit ;. it may he allowed, to draw 
the contrary con~lusions here detailed, supported as they are by 
ancient authorities at least as numerous, and modem appearances 
by ~ more satisfactory, 

I cannot close these observation., which were all noted on the 
ruins themselves, and written out at length, during the evening of 
the same day at Hillah, while fresh from the spot, without ""ying, 
that when I first set my foot upon the ruins of Babylon, I did 
not expect that any thing new would otler it ""If "to my .I\otice. I 
came most {.'ertainly without any previously-formed opiniOI1s, as to 
positions of particular edifices at least, having with me, in add5tion 
to the written extracts made from ancient autho~ Major Rennet's 
and Mr, Rich's Dissertations, which, though they p""",nt different 
and in many cases directly opposite views, I had read with .equal 
attention at Bagdad, and again at Hillah, ,amidst the very ruins 

. themselves, I came with no previous prejudice'S to confinn-no 
established theory to support; and I can say with great truth, in the 
frank and modest <'On/ession of Mr. Rich, that "I .would rather 
incur the imputation of being an-,ignorant and superficial observer, 
than mislead by forming rash decisions upon subjects so difficult to 
he 'discussed." It is for this reason, that, in the greater part of the 
description~ of particular portions (jf these ' ruins; on which certain 
arguments are grounded, I have preferred the quotatiOn of those 
from. others, when they have accorded with my own impression, 
rather than a<sert the same thing in ather wont.., as from myself; 
since, having devoted a shorter period than I could have desired, to 
the investigation of these extensive and interesting ruins, the accu
racy of my detail. might, on that gl'Ound alone, he supposed liable 
to Oe called in question.' . 

We I18W notlUng of the insect! mentioned i.n the following passage of Rauw-oHff 
and of which, after describing them, he doubta the exiatenoe, as well he might :_ 
"Behin~ it, pretty near to it, did !tafld the Tower of Babylon, which the children. of 
Noah (who fil1lt inhabited these CQuntrieli after the deluge) began to bui1d up unto 
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. It was about nine o'clock, when we descended from the summit 
of the Birs, bringing with us some written brick.., and fragmel)ts of 
the vitrified masses there, We remounted our hor""s at the baoe . . 
of the monument, and after trdvcrsing, the great eastern monnd 
without observing any thing new, pursued our return to HiII.h by 
the same route over which we had come out across the plain. 

Our escort 'of horsemen here exercised themselves in pursuit 
and flight, which, with their flowing dresses and long elastic lances, 
produced the most·pii;tl!resque effect. We learnt, in our way, that 
during the rains of wi!)ter, nearly the whole tract between Hillah 
and th8 Birs is converted into a marsh. 

On our re-entering the town, we noticed two buildings, with 
high conic domes, like that of the Tomb of Zobeida, near Bagdad. 
One of these witilin the town was still ured as a mosque; the other, 
in the gardens without the town, is (:ailed Mesjid el Sherns, .elr t.he 
Mosque of the Sun, a ~amc given to .it from a tradition of its being 
built on the spot where Ali performed his devotions, when the snn 
was "polite enough (as Niebuhr expresses it) to rise a couple of 
hoW'S later than usual for the accommodation of the Imawn, who, 
having overslept himself, would have lost the usual hour of prayer, 
but for the obliging disposition of this luminary to retard hi. ap
pearance." 

We passed through a long line of narrow streets and bazttrs, and 

Heaven ; thi: we see still. and it if! half a league in diameter, but it is 1;(1 mightily 
ruiOf'd, and 'iow. and 80 full of vermin that hath bured holes through it, thnt one :1'1l)' 

not corne near it within half a mile,. but only in two months in the winter, when they 
come not out of their holes. Among th~sc insects, there are ehiefty some, in the Persian 
language culled Eglo lJy the inhabitants, that nre very poisonous; they arc (a.'i others 
told me) bigger thull our lizards, and have - three head8, and on their OOck ~~\'eral spots 
of st"veral colours, which have not only taken po~scssion of the tower, hut al!lO of the 
castle, (which i~ not very high,) and the spring-well, that is jlll~t untit'rncath it, M1Ithat 
they cannot live upon the hill, nor dare not drink of the water, (which is wh()lcsmne for 
the I.tm~.)-This ill romance."-:-p.l38.· . 

• B,au1fots'wu b.ere too credul(IUs and facile to IUft'tr himself to be abused and imposed upon by the!l{! 

relften; (or that then neither are,ROt ever were, aoy aai~.b with lDore head, thall one lLat~ral1y, I do 

OOD&ient1y ~rm.-&Y, 7huu:uuor tmd .&Iitor of ~ 



VISIT TO THE T9WER OF BABEL 

alighted at tbe khan, where we remained until the heat of the day had 
subsided, withobt further extending our inquiries regarding Hillah 
itseJl; already so often and so well described. It is seated on both 
banks of the Euphrates, the stream of the riv~r running through 
its centre. Its two divisions are connected by a bridge of boats, Hose 
to e'ach end of which is a door, terminating a long strcct of coml~u
nieation. The eastern division is inconsiderable in extent and p0-

pulation, but the western contains from eight to ~en thousand 
inhabitants, chiefly Arab traders. There are some Jewish dealers, 
who have a synagogue for their worship, hut there are no resident 
Christians; ~nd the only Turks here are such as fill the immediate 
offices dependent on the Governor, who il' generally a Georgian ap
pointed from Bagdad. 

About six o'clock we mounted our horses at the khan, and went 
over tbe bridge of boats «;m our return, when it was 3.<ii much crowded 
as before. Just beyond the eastern division of the town, while yet 
among tbe gardens and date-groves, we met an Arab lad, with no 
covering but a shirt, his hair flying loosely in the wind, a naked 
dagger or yambeeah in his hand, his neek and breast covered with 
blood, and himself running almost breathless along the road. He 
made no replies to our (Juestions, and seemed as if flying from some 
murderous affray. 

As we approached the mounds. on the eastern division of the 
ruined Babylon, the Koord guide and an Arab of our partl'exprcssed 
great alarm, from the evil spirits, both of the Jiving and dead, whom 
tbey firmly believe to haunt these heaps at night. We passed, 
however, unmolested by botb, which they attributed to some favour
able influence possessed by Mr. Bellino, as an European and a man 
of necromantic learning, and slept at the khan of Mohawil in 
saf<;ty. 

JULY 28tb.-The rest of our way to Bagdad was marked by no· 
peculiar occurrence,as we travelled chiefly by night,and baited during 
the heat of the day, I'" the ~e road by which we had come down. 
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.On the morning of the 30th, as we approached Bagdad, we met 
a caravan of Persian corpse~ conveying to Imaum Hdsscin for inter-, 
ment. Near the bend of the Tigris, about two hOUTS below Bagdad, , 
we were shewn the m,arks of ali inundation all the way fwm the Eu-
phrates, rafts even coming over from one river close to the other by 
its waters. This is greater in extent than any inundation of the 'Nile, 
and proves also that the bed of the Euphrates is higher at J<'elugiah 
than that of the Tigris at Bagdad, in a line of east and west; though 
the course of the fQrmer ~jver is slow, as if' its descent were gentler, 
and that of the latter rapid, as if its descent were stt-eper, than the 
other ; '! tlifference to bC', accounted tor only by the more winding 
course of the Euphrates. 

We arrived-at the hospitable residence of Mr. Rich, in time to 
join the family at'breakfast, and pass<-'(] some hours of -the day" to

gether, in recounting the incidents of our journey, and compdring 
our notes and opinions on the interesting reillains of the ruined 
city we had returned from visiting. 



CHAPTER V. 

OBSERVATIONS MADE AT BAGDAD. 

ON the day after our return from Hinah, I had been ized 
with a severe fever, an eft'ect of the heat and fatigue of tlte journey. 
This confined me for some time to my bed, during which period 
my companion also suffered ffom the Same cause. I was again re
covering my strength, however, until about a fortnight after my 
first attack, when, exposing myself to the sun at noon-ciay, in order 
to fix the latitude of Bagdad by a meridian altitude, at the request 
of Mr. Rich, I e~rienced a roup de 8oki~ which thre me into a 
relapse, and occasioned a longer and ore severe illness than the 
first attack.-

* The obeervation of tb, IIUIl'S menllian altitude, taken on the 4th of !AugUIt, 
for ascertaining the latitude of Bagdad, gave the following t :-

( 
, I 
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COIi1liDe1rnent, I had the benefit of the 
. ciao of the establiahment, Dr. tIine, and e;rery 
. , house, and the kind attentions of himself 

• 
But the state of the weather was 

"IIII[I.t obstacle tA> rapid reeovery; as, from the close of 
-_ • . _~;.. ... _:Of August, the thf:nnometer stood at' an 

122- of Fahren . in the at noon, 
ken by the Sinioom or t wind. . , 

___ in the country had known nothing like 

_-"",w& of days in succession before; and its 
"~"~rsally It anaong all classes. Here, in the midst 

of every . nce that money could procure to amelia it, we 
fled to the terrace for air at night, and to the subterraneous ce 
for s Iter durmg the day; in both cases, going Dearly without 

fiading it a sufficient penance tA> dress even id the 
. ghtest for hour at breakfast, which w . ver later t,han 

seven o'clock in the morning, and again for dinner, which was 
always an hour after sun-set. 

By a Tartar who had recently arrived from Constantinople, we 
heard the most distressing account of the state of the country, which_ 
was parched and burnt up, in he immediate neighbourhood of 
Bagdad and MOUBul, by the excessive heat; and accidents of death 
from the same cause were daily eported to us. We learnt, at the 
same time,. the fact of a kellek or raft, coming from Mousul to 
Bagdad by the Tigris, having been attacked by Arabs in a narrow 
part of the river, and every c.t;eature on board it ~urdered . 

Observed altitude of 0'8 lower limb 
0' iemidiameter 

distance • 
.. ~." reduced to the meridian 

. . 
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The continwmce of the Fast of ·Ramazun, added to my yet ·weak 
sta~ of health, ' and the oppl'el!sive heat of the weather, were ouf
ficient reasons for my postponing the further prosc"ution of my 
journey towards Indi .. until more favoursble combinations might 
all~w me to do so without great risk. 

During this period of my recent illness, twov,,"sel. had arriyed 
at Bussorah from India, one of them the East-India Company's 
cruiser Aurora, which brought despatches, and then sailed again 
directly, in order to take round the Bishop of Calcutta from Bombay 
to Bengal; the other, his Majesty's ship Favourite, the Honourahle 
Captain Maude, who had taken an English vessel from' Muskat, 
laden with slaves, and departed from Russorah again so IlOOn, that 
there was no hope of my reaching her in time. 

The tL>dlum of my confinement was oonsiden.bly relieved by 
the n"amber and variety of excellent books which Mr.ltich's library 
contained, and which were accompanied also by the mOilt unreserved 
communication from that gentleman himself, of every thing cal~ 
eulated to increase the interest of my future journey eastward" In 
his extensive and valuable collection of antiques, I found also a 
,source of amusement and information. These were chiefly Baby_ 
lonian, and consi,ted of cylinders, amulets, idols, and intaglios, of 
the most curious kind. Among these I was more particularly struck 
with some cylinders, drilled throu~;h with holes, as if to be worn 
round the neck, the ornaments on which were purely Egyptia .. ; the 
winged glObe, wavy lines of water, the lotus, the moon, a globe in 
a boat, sacrifices of gazelles, rdms' heads; a lunated female divinity, 
like Isis; priests in the same attitudes, and divinitie,s on similar 
thrones to those of Egypt, with a mixture of Persepolitan ligures and 
symbols on the same objects, and most of them accompanied by in
scriptions in the arrow-headed character, such as ~ lIeenfound at 
the ruins of Persepolis, Babylon, and Nineveh, ,Besides t,h-, we1\' a , 
fine ram's head in agate, as of Jupiter Ammon ;"" cpw, or bull"ill 
copper; as of Apisor Mnevis ;,.3 male figurein ,a sit;ting attitude, but 
unsupported by a .... t, bearing an"peIllICroU OIl,)U;. k1l~ the wilole 
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of topper. 00(1 in the most decidedly Egyptian style; a porcelain or 
opaque stone scarabeus, bored through with a ~"ngitudinal hole, 

• 
covered with small inscriptions; and many othelr smaller articles, 
which, if presented to me as Egyptian; I should have received as 
such, where the Babylonian writing did not prove them to have 
had a more eastern origin. . 

Among the coins were a number of silver ones that had been 
dug up in an urn on the banks of the Tigris, which were obtained 
with difficulty by Mr. Rich, as the Pasha wished to conceal the fact 
of treasure having been found in his dominions, from a fear that its 
amount. ';'ould be exaggerated by the time the news reached Con. 
stantinople, and a demand of resti tution from the Sultan might 
follow, as all treasure found in this way is his legal right. These 
coins included Atheuian, Saminn, and Corinthian, with several of 
Alexander and Antiochus. There were also others of silver, behring 
on one side a turretted fortresM, with two lions. underneath it, and 
on the reverse, a figure about to stab the unicorn, so frequently re
presented in the Persepolitan sculptures; so that these coins were 
most probably of that place. Besides these, were gold and silver 
medals of the Sassanidc'8, of Sapor, and Ardeschir, collected atdif· • 
ferent periods, and many Culic rings, seals, and talismans, with holy 
sentences engraven on them. 

It may be noted as a singular fact regarding these Babylonian 
cylinders, which appear to have been worn around the neck, as the 
amulet. of Egypt, that one of them was found by Baron Haller, a 
Gennan traveller, well knowQ in Greece, on the Plain of' :Marathon, 
no doubt left there by one of the I'ersian army, on that memorable 
day, and perhaps worn by one of the Babylonian legion, the destr,..,.. 
tion of whose corpse it had so long survived. 

The larger antiques comprehended a ligure.in brass, embracing 
a large lingam between its knees, ~recisely . in the style of the 
Hindoo representation of that emblem; a block of black basalt, 
much injnred,but on which was still seen, well sculptured, a fine 

. . 
ram, fronting '8 ·monolithic temple, like that belQre which the' cat is 
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oeen sitting in the temple of Hermonthis, in Egypt, the shape onhe 
mOl\Olith, as well as the attitude of the animal" being, in both cases, 
exactly the Rame; this stone was covered with inscriptions, in the 
arrow-headed character, v~ry neatly cut, On another large block 
of ~tone was seen the figure of a priest, leaning on a staff: well 
preserved, and terminating in a flower on the top. This was no 
doubt a Babylonian relic, as Diodorus Siculus says, that the Bahy
lonians all bore in their hands a well-fashioned stick, at the extre
mity of which was a rose, or some other ornament j for, he adds-, it 
was not permitted for them to carry these sticks without th~ir having 
some distinctive sig-n. Such staff.'i are often seen in the hands of 
Egyptian priest", and other figures, on their temples, and when 
borne by Isis, it iR generally tenninated by a lotu~.· 

Among 'the smaller intaglios, was a singular figure, altogether 
comPosed of globes of large diameter for the body, and smaller ones 
for the head, the legs, and the arms,-probably having some astro
nomical allusions. One of the agate c:ylinders was found at Nineveh, 
and seemed to have some of the constellations designed on it~ with 
spirited figures of animals and men, in action, well cut. The cylin
"del'S were in general, however, of a composition not unlike plumbago, 
but finer and harder, 

The ~i)ver coins, found buried on the banks of the Tigris, in
cluded some which had. on one side, a sea-horse in the water, and 
over it, as if on the surfaee of the sea, an old Greek galley; filled with 
armed men, with helmets and shields ; the design of the reverse 
was quite unintelligible. On othera werc, on one side, an owl, 
with hawk's legs ; and, on the other, a bearded figure, driving .. 
pair of horses in the sea, as if emblematic of Minerva and Nep
tune, Others, ag-.lln, had on one side a castle; and, on the other, a 
be""tiful chariot and pair of horses, with two figures, a warrior and 
charioteer, as in the seulptur~ at the cave of Belt el Waali, above 
the cataracts of the Nile, in Nubia, . 

See MoI!moires de J'Aoad. Koyale,tonie "xxix. p. 146. 
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'Among these curi""ities, there was also a sup""".,.} seal of one of 
the Khalil;;' dug up at Old Bagdad, and contain'ing the \Xords 
"Ya Allah I" 0 God 1 in large Kufic characters"deeply cut, on· a 
substance resembling that of the ancient cylinders. A crystal seal, 
with Hebrew characters on it, easy to be deciphered, hut ma~ing 
nothing intelligible in its combinations, was pretended, by those who 
lound it, to have been the seal of Solomon; but it was most pro
bably a cabalistic impress, us<,d by sollle of the old Jews of Ba
bylonia, among whom that ~cience was in high repute.-

Added to the Indian figure of a man with a pointed bonnet 

• Amtmg the Talismans of tht: East, the most powerful were Afolmr Solimnni, 
the RCal 0 1' ring of Soliman Jared, fifth monarch of the world, after Adam. These, it 
was held, had. the power to control even the arms and magic of the Dives, {.r giants; 
and thdr l>osS('i;sors enjoyed the entire command over tht' elements, the Demonli, Ilnd 
all created beings. Sl'C O'Hcrbclot, " Bibliothi-qul' Oril·Htnk .... ami Hichad )l(m's .H Dis

sertation." Much curium'. learning might be thrown tngf'ther all the subject. :,f tali ". 

man~. amulet!!, &c.; but a nott' is not, of cour~. the proper'place to enter into liIuch 
n .. '8earches: the reader lIlay not, however. Ix- dispiea8('{1 to find tlit' full()win~ particular!!. 

The ancient Pagans of GrcCCl' and HOllie. no less dum those of the East. we.r:t: strongly 
addicted to repose (~flnfidcnC(' in bY'CIUS, with talismanic characters cngran!n 011 their" 
or stet'perl in astrological inAuenCt's. From a passage of Trebcllius Pollio, one of the 
Augustille historians, we learn, (at least, 1lCcording to the interpretation of tht' t'ruditeo 
M. Baudelot,) that the Rmnan generals of Gallil'nu!,'s time were acCl1l'1tomed to wear, 
both in peace and war, certain magiutl hauldricks,-" constdlstos baltheos," -whic,h 
were 8UpPO~ to ensure them from clanbjr tlr em'y, The w.e of tht'~ charms nuty be 
traced to the remotest antiquity, for it was (,Ilcouraged by thc genius of polytheism. 
Their inventer, according to obscute tmdition, was It certain man, nanu'!l ,JI1I'('hi 8, 

whom Suidas supposes to have lived under the rf'ign of Sennyes, King of Egypt. He 
must have carried on a large busineSl, for, lx>f!.idcs the (:ommon talismans, .... ltoorro'. he 
manufactured ~ret remedie!:l against all pains and aches, against the burning rays of 
the 8un, and the illAuence of the dog-star. Others (xmfcr the honour of this pri(·stly 
quackery on Necep!108, a king of Egypt, who ii voo ahout two hundred years before the 
·time Of-Solomon, but :mb!le(Juent to Jacehi(;. To him AUSlmiusattrihutes the initiation 

of the ,Magi in these vain mysteriel: " Quiqul' Magus docuit mysteria ,'ana Nt.'CCpROS." 
Tertullian, a superstitious writer, talks of the emeraldt! which the ancients 

wore, it 'i8 conjectured, tor magical purposes, i~ their girdles; mid 1~lilly and Mar_ 

ceUus Empiricus also speak of these same' emeralds, which, when sculptured into 
the form of an 'eagle or ~hlEU8, were 8Ugposed to possess wonderful ,·irlul.'8. 

• 
Among other things, it was thought tbat ,the steady codtemplation of a scarableuII, 
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and beard, t'I1Ibracing the liugam, I saw also, in the possession of' an 
• 

Annenian, a demi-transpareut stone, like a brown agate, with a fine 
triad on it, the heads and full-length figures apparently all female, 
judging from the features' as well as the drapery. This had three 
df8\inct faces and six arms, each extended, wi\h a little bending at all 
the elbows; in the upper pair of arms, were a lighted candle in each; 
in the second pair, a naked dagger in each; and in the third. pair, 
a sort of whip in each; so that the right and left hand of each pair 
bore the same emblem, and all wore the exact appearance of a 
deity of Hindoostan. This was also found at Babylon; and on 
its reverse were some Greek letters, in cabalistic combinations, 
more" recently cut than the original " figure, aud of a very imperfect 
form. . 

This collection of antiques contained, besides its written bricks, 
• 

of the ~colour of an emerald. tended to ",trenJ.,,'1.hen the ~jght in a very wonderful 

manner. Pliny observe!>; that, throughout the Ea.<d, a certain greenish jasJX'r Was 

worn 8.'1 an amulet; and that it was to tile wearing of something of the kind, tImt the 
Crotoniao Milo, the cellthrated athleta, owltd, according to report, his lI1allY glorious 
"ictori('S. Thlt soldil!r:I of ancient Egypt alway!! carried about their pcrso:!! thl; 
figure ,,~a !!CaraMus, which they firmly believed had thl! power to I'hicld them from 

<the accidents Rntl dangers of war. Dut let not the reader despise them on this account; 
Britillh mariners of the ninetet'nth century exhibit a flupentition no less gross and lltupid, 
when, on undertaking long voyages, they purchWie a child's caul, to protect them from 
the fury of oceans and tempests, aud nail a h'f8e-shoe at the heel of the bowsprit, to 

protect tht: 6hip from ghosts and witches. The Egyptians beheld in the f'C8ra~us a 
sacred image, for it was one of their god!!. And a colos~ deity of this flJlecies, cut out 
of black granite, may be seen in the British Museum, in what, J suppose, is meant for 
the pronaos of die Elgin llarthenon. 

If we may rely on the telitimony of Trebellius Pollio, the Macrii, a Ro~ family, 
entertained 80 profound a veneration for Alexander the Great, that both the males and 
females ot thj:; family always wore hill image engrave" on their rings, b~lets, and 
other ornaments. Tht; ,'mlltz, too. which ' the children of Rome suspended on their 
breal'4t8,-nay, which the very eonL'luis and '8eIUltors wore in their triu.phs, as charms, to 

avert envy, were nothing but amulets, or talismans. See Memoirel! dt! I'AcadeaUe des 
Inscriptions ct BelJes Lettres, tome ii.'pp. 378-386. It should be remarked, however, 
that what M. Baudelot here says, after Macrobius, of the bull« being worn by great 
men du~ng their triumphs, is contl'QVerted, and I·think 8uoce8fIfuUy, by Middleton, 
" Gennane qurdam Antiq'wtaw," &c. pp. 4B, .... . 
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W other things purely Babylonian, so many curions affinities 
to Egyptian symbols OD the one side, and to Indian on the. other, 
that there seellled every reason to believe the central .itu.:ti~ of 
this great city of Babylon, between these two U;eming sources of 
superstition, had occasioned it to receive many of' t~e deities and. 
doctrines of each into its own peculiar system of mythology ~nd 
mystery, 

The heat of the weather had prevented the usual fete on the 
birth.<lay of the Prince Regent, (the 12th of Augnst,) but the 
Resident's body-guard of Indian sepoys was paraded, and the visits 
of the IJ<!ual attendants of the Divan were received with the form ... 
Iity of fu~ clresses on the occasion. Among these were only 
two }"ranks, the one a young surgeon from Damascus, who had come 
here to seck employment in his profession among the Turks; the 
other the secretary of the }'rench Consul, M. Vigoroux beinS 'him
self ill at the time ; an old triar, vicar apostolic , of Babylonia, and 
head of the Catholic'S of Bagdad; and a Persian, who was so old as 
to remember the siege of Ba",udad hy Nadir Shah, being born at 
Ispahan in 1720, and educated at Rome, from whence he had come 
here to reside, as head of the Armenian church at this city, Besides, 
these, were Christians, Jews, Turks, and some entertaining Der
vishes, as well as all those in dependence on the establishment, 
fonning altogether a very numeJous train. 

The Christians of Bagdad are hut few in number; but the 
Jews are said to amount to ten thousand at least, in this city alone. 
It appears, that ever since th~ two great captivities of Nineveh and 
Babylon, in which the ancestors of this people were carried away 
from Palestine, they have abounded in these parts, more than in any 
othe~ portion of the globe; having generally observed with rigour 
the law of marrying only in their own race, and having had. no 
<ieotrnctive wars to'carry them olf, as they seldom or ever engage 
in the cOntests and disputes of their masters. 

In the examination of Bt>~amin de.,Tudela'. early and interesting 
TravelB in the East, it appeared to 1110, that his general accurt.cy baa 
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'been very, . ...vllltiy impeached; and as his work, the original of.which 
was written in 1Jebrew, is but very imperfectly. known to the gene~ 
re...der8:or '!'ravels, a few observations on its account of Bagdad at 
least may Bot ·be ~isplaced. The geography and local descriptions 
01;' hi. book prove that this enterprising Jew really wellt over most 
· .. f . the ground he describes,w which his claim to accuracy must be 
confined; for, like Herodotus, and indeed many more modem tra
vellers, whenever be quits the boundaries of his own observation, 
an i~ fable and exaggeration. At this moment, however, there are, 
iIi many of the places that he names, by far more Jews than there 
were even in his day; and this. being the case, it is hut fair to ad
mit the possibility of their hav1ng:b<ien more in some others at the 
date of his writing, than are to -be feuod now, since change in this 
respect i. SO likely, from a thousand causes, to happen. 

r .bave followed the footsteps of this early traveller, with great 
interest, through Syria and Mesopotumia ; and his description of 
the ancient Bagdad excites but a continuation of the same feeling 
of respect for his general veracity. As he set out on his tra'vo:ls 80 

. early as the year 1173 of the Christian era, and'the oldest datea of 
the inscriptions at Bagdad are 1221, for the foundation of the walls 
and construction of the towers by the Khalif Nassr, in the year of 
the Hejira 618, and 1232 for the foundat~ of the celebrated Me
drassee or (,,olIege for the learned, .by the Khalif Mostanser, in the 
Y£arof the Hejira 630, it follows that it must have beel\ the ancient 
Bagdad, the. ruins of which are supposed to be still visible on the 
west of the Tigris, and not the pre,sent city, which Benjamin of 
Tudela def!Cribes. He "'..in. it a large city, where commehccs the 
Empire l>f the Caliph of the Abassides, chief of the family of their 
Prophe.t, and held in veneration by all the kings of the Desert 
Arabs, as a sort of sovereign pontiff among them. The. palar'" of the 
Caliph is said .to have been three miles in .circumfereo(",c, with a 
forest of fruit and other trees, a multitude of animals and birds, 
and in the midst of it, a la~ fonne.d;~y .~e waters of the Tigris, 
whielt were let in, ·there, so that huntinga.nd fishing .could be 
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commanded as constant diver.ions. This space was as large as that 
occupied by the castellated palace and hanging gardens of Babxlon. 
and laid out nearly in the same way, having been ,used, in the time 
of its perfection, for a park, for which purpose the other is said to 
have se~ved in the progress of its decline. 

• 
The name of the Caliph, in Benjamin's time, was Ahassidas 

Ahmed; he was a great friend to the Israelites, understood the He
brew, which he read and wrote with perfection, and was deeply 
learned in the law of M·oses. In the present day, during the resi
dence at BalJ'dall of Dr. Hine, physician ofthe English establishmellt, , . " 
there has been a similar instance of a K iahya, or Licutenant of the 
l>a8ha, who was morc learned "in the Ilehrcw than any of the Jews, 
and spoke it with, filcility, which the Jews of' Bagdad general.ly do 
not, Turkish and Arahic heing the languages in which they ordi
narily communicate. 'J'his (;aliph, it fI))llCars, like tllt~ one wh,,' then 
reigned at Cairo, neve!' shc",·etI. himself throughout. the year, but at 
the Fa!)t of .Itamadflll, exCept when the Pilgrim!) returned from 
Mecca at ·any other portion of' the year, in whidl ease they alone 
had the privilege of kissing the hem of his gdrnJ(."~nt., after which 
tlu>y each retired to hi:; (~ulltry in peat~e, havin~ Hcarly as high a 
respect for this repre:-oentativc of the Prophet as tor the Prophet 
himself. This is easy of belief: as hnppening aDlong early Moham' 
medans, whell we know how faJ a reverenee for the Pontiff' of th( 
West, and-the Vi(~ar of Christ upon earth, is even now carried mllong 

the Catholics of Italy alld Spain . 
. From an attempt havin~ been oncc made! on the life of the 

Caliph, by the intrigues of men ambit.ious to reibrtl in his stead, all 
his officers h~ld their apartments within the walls of his palace; 
and every individual .of his fiunily or ra('.c, who might have had 
pretensions to share his power, w(~rc hound with chains of ioron. 
Aspircrs to forbidden honours are now generally destroyed, by the . . 
reigning Sultan of' the Turks, whose unwillingness '" to bear a 
brother near the throne,"·has becomp prov(·rhial. Here, however, 
in Benjamin'S time, they were suffered to live, and have eaCh their 

3 T 
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""palate <"Ourt, the splendour of which w ... maintained by the 
trib~te of part~cular villa!,'" .. districts, and lands, coUcctcod by their 
OWJl treasurers, a!lll applied exclusively to their OWJl usc. On the 
going out of the Caliph from his palace, at t.hc fast of Ramadan, to 
the Great Mosque lor prayer, he is said to have ridden on a mule, 

• 
. dressed in his robes of' s()velX'ignty, but bearing at the same time, 
over a rich t.urhan, a hla(~k veil, as a lIlurk 'of humility, and to 
suggest to beholders, t.hat all the sumptuous magnifi(,'ence with 
which he was then surrounded, would OIW day be covered with the 
shadows of death. He . was followcU ".\' all the chiefs of the Arabs, 
magniti('cntly drcs."icd,and mounted Oil t.he most beautifUl. horses ; 
and the road from the palace to thetlUo~(Jue was lined. with a crowded 
populaec, among whom were dancen;, singers, and J.lmsicians, to gret.·t 
t.he passage'oftlw Chief All these salutccl him by saying," Peace 
be UPoIl thee, 0 ~ our Lord and K.illg~ ! '· whi{:h, on his part, he fC
turnt..,d hy IHting his hand t.o hi:.; mouth ami forehead, So af; to tou(:h 
it with the Sk"'eH! of his own gdrment, and signilying to the mul
titude, by extending his hand, that he gave to them the same 
salute, "On you be pea(1!!" in whif'h mamwr these mutual inter
,changes of respect lUld condcs<:eusion continuc.>d. all the way to the 
door of the mos<)uc,* 

All this is, 110 douht, a faithful picture of the manners of Bagdad 
in the Rabbi's time, a<; it rescmbled; in almost every particular, the 
entrance of the prc'Sent Pasha of llagdad, which I myself witnessed 
on the morning of my JiTl'lt arrival at the city-gate, He was preceded 
by his troops. with it band of' music ~d dnnns, on horseback, and 
followed by the principal chief., of his ' court, on the most beautiful 
animab, richly caparisonc.,'cl All operations wcre J;uspcnd<..'tl as he 
passed, and not a pipe was lighted, nor t!vcn a cup of' coffee served, 
unllil he had gonc by; everyone from among the spectators made 

• In an aceount of tlit, fin.;t 'J'IIrtru' cooqu(,l'Its,.of MOUl.ulllnd Bagdad, t/J('rc ill d de. 
scription of the Rtate dress and ceremonies of the -Caliph, UI Kain, which resembles;' 
that d~bed by Benjamin of Tuctcll\- in the aCcoa#tt h~ given.-Hillto-ry nf Per., 
vol. i. p. 355. 
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th«! most respectful salutes of' " Salam Alaikorn," with a rising and 
inclination of the body at the same time; and to the humblest this 

• 
w", returned by the Pasha, with the answer of " Alaikom Salam " . ' 
and either a laying of the hand on the heart, or an elevation of it 
to the mouth and forehead, in the univerRal manner of the <:ountry; 
t.his sort of reciprocal politeness continuing all the way from the city
gates to the palace. 

Arrived at the mosque, the Caljph himsclf, it appears, delivered, 
in Benjamin's day, a sermon on some portion of the Koran, and re
ceived the benedictions and praises of the faithful ; after which, a 
camel ,vas sacrifiCf...'"ti, as now a lamb is killed at. the feast of the 
Kourban Bail'am, The Khalif .1heu returned to his palace, from 
which he never again went out during the rest of the year; and so 
great was the vcn~ration for his person, that eyen the g rotlnd on which 
he had trodden was h{~nceft)rward ht'ltl stwred.* This pontiff ap
pears to have heen even mote pious than those wuo usually fiUed that 
office. Among other thin~ he had made a solemn " OW, neither to cat, 
drink, nor wear any articles of fOod. and apparel except such as <X)uld 
be paid f()r by the labour of his own ham.ls, J"o]' this purpose, he 
employed his leisure in making small mats of a <:UJ'jous kimJ, proha-. 
bly used as carpets now are for prayer, whieh, being lllarkctl with his 
own seal, were sent by his ottkcrs t.o he sold in the public market. 
These never wanted purcha!'lcrsf..J.mong the chiefs of the people, !'IO 

that the nlOlley furnished by them served amply for the purpose to 

• The dominion of l\lalik Shah, ~ of the Sl·ljookl', or T lI rt:u·, tI.\"Lla~ly, wns t<4) l·X

tens.i \'c, ~hat it I"£,(ll:hccl h om thc shore'S (If thl' :\Il'tlitNrall~all almost to t1w walls of 
China, .I11l1 prayers w .. n · daily nff(.rt.'tl lip for hi1ll ill tlw dt ies of ,Jl'rusull'!1I, l\it'Cl:a, 
Medina, Bagt1a.el, bpahan, UIl(' , Bokhnrn, Saltllln:and, Ourgungi·, and K(l~hg-ar. I n 

the )'ear 481 of tht· H ejira, he made a pompnus pilgrimage to 1t.lt'Cca, Imih IIIiUl .V cara
van~rai8 on the way, and abolished the duties exacted from pil~rims. j)'H {·rhelutcell;; 

an auecdot~ of hi s cros!'.illg the Oxus, when the boatmen com plllined tl) hill! that they 
were paid bl a bill em the revenues of. Antioch,. but the minist ... r of linancc I"t'plyi ug 
that this was not to defe r their .paynieiit, bllt to mlUlifest Iht' glory Clf their ~tlvercign, 

and the wide extent of his dODlinit)(~, they wert' S1itis6ed, since they could n~L.'"Otiatc it.
Hilttrny of Persia, vol. i . p. 366. 
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which it w,," applic>d. Had this heen the only trait of his piet)" •. it 
might have see;ned frivolou~ enough; though no one could deny it 
the merit of being a good example of' industry to the people at large, 
and an excellent mode of' evincing his approbation of the doctrine, 
that man ~h.ould live hy useful labours. But this was not all; the 

• 
Rabbi Benjamin, a stranf:,rer of it different faith, and one who, being 
forbidden to enter the temples of their Prophet, and held to be 
impure, was not likely to be seduced into too favourable an opinion 
of an unbeliever, describes this Caliph of Bahrtlad as being a man of 
probity, respecting his word, attached to the duties of his religion, 
of the most affable manners, and addressing himself with conde
scension and familiarity to men of every class; leading, it is said, a 
life of purity and CCluity. his chief aim being to dl? good. 

On the borders of' the Tigris were erected by him a hospital for 
the sick, and another for the insane;, in the first of which, besides 
every possible L'Onvcnience for the unfortunate sufferers, were sixty 
apothecaric"," well supplied with all kinds of medicines and drugs 
then known and used, as well as every necessary and ('..omfort of:. food 
and nourishment, all at the expense of the Caliph, by whose orders 

·,every care continued to be exerci~L..u towards the patients, until their 

perfect recovery or death. The hospital of insanity was called 
"Dar al Marapther," or," Dar al Marhhammas," the House of Mercy; 
~nd the establishment for the tn! .. tment and recovery of the pa
tients seems i" have heen as well regulated as the forme., under the 
inspection of proper persons engaged for that purpose. 

This Jewish traveller eoncludeo;DY saying. "The king did 
this with the intention of exercising mercy generally towards aU 
those who. during their stay in Bagdad, were afflicted with any 
malady. whether it affected their bodies or their minds. And this 
proves . what we had before said. that he was a min full of hu
manity and upright intentio~s.· The Mosque of Flowers, as it is 

. See the" Voyage de Benjamin fie Tooele," in &r,eron'l Collection, in Fnn<:h, 
pp. 34, 36. 4to. 
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caHed, or th" Hospital for the Blind, is an institution of" similar 
kind, founded by one of the early Arabian Caliph's, and still, ex
isting at Cairo. 

Notwithstanding the great ~1Z.t:: UlIU \':t::lt!brity of Bagdad as the 
metropolis of the Mohammedan world, and the residence of the , 
chief among the Jews, it is said, when Benjamin wrote, to have 
contained only a tenth part of its present number of Hebrew inha
bitants, or about a thousand; an estimate which, coupled with that 
of two thousand for Cairo, and the low Dum.bers given to many 
large towns in Syria, must exonerate this o~rving traveller from 
the large common charge of exaggeration, Taised against him on this 
subject partieularly. When ;speaking of such places as he had him
self seen, his accuracy is, I think, unquestionable; though, in giving 
an aecount of ~ountries beyond the limits of his dwn personal 
observation, he was, no doubt, liahle to the same errors as aU -those 
who describe things on the .. ~thority of others .. 

It is curious to observe; that among the chiefs of the as.r;emblies 
then resident at Bagdad, there was one Eliezer nen lsamah, pre
sident of the fifth class, who tra"",l his descent from the Prophet 
Samuel, and who, being a great proficient on the harp, played, ac, 
companied by his brothers, on the sacred instrument of' the royal 
David, in the exact muner which was in use in those carly times, 
when the House of the Sanctuhry still existed. The Chief of the 
next class. was called "the Flower of his Companionst and the 
names of all the others are given in detail. 

The principal officer of. all, however, was Daniel, the son of 
Hhasdai, who was called .. the Conductor of the Captivity," and pre
served a book of his genealogy, in direct descent from David. His 
authority, being derived from the Caliph himself, was great in all 
the assemhlics of the Israelites; and a decree of the Mohammodan 
Pontiff had ordered that Moslems, "!' well as the followers of every 
other religion, should pay this Chief of the Captives all due respect, 
by rising in hi. presence to salute hi~, in default of which, a hun
dred strokes of the bastinado was the punishlllent to be given. 
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When Daniel went to visit the Caliph, he was acoompanied 'by 
a number of hbrsemen, Jews a~ well as Gentiles, at whose head was . . 
one, whG, like the Baptist before the Messiah, crying, " Prepare ye 
tbe way of the Lord, make his paths straight," exclaimed also on 
this occasion, "l)rcpare yc the way of the .Lord, the son of David, 
wh~ is just." 1'he mauuer of his receiving authority from the 
Caliph, was by the laying on of hands; 011 the day of which ce
remony, he rode in the second chariot of the realm, with all its 
dependent «:»rnamcnts, wearing robes of silk, with Phrygi.an em
broidery, n noble tiara on the head, encircled by a white veil, 
similar to those, perhaps, now .lL"ed ill the service of the sjJlagogue 
at Jerusalem, and round this veil a rich chain of gold, so that he 
appeared in as high splendour as tbe,' Prophet Daniel himself at the 
court of tM great Belshazzer, ill SUS/I. The <';ty of Bagdad, the 
rulers and chief p<'Ople of whi"h Benjamin of Tudela thus minutely 
describes, was then, to u~c his OWJl words. seated in the most fertile 
part of the land of Scnaar, or Shinar, abounding in fine gardens, pro .. · 
ducing excellent fruits, and being the rendezvous of merchants and 
traders from aU partl' of the world, as well as the fO(~U8 of wisdom 

. and science, <Iud the school of" philosophers and men learned in the 
mathematics, in astrology, and the doctrines of the Cabala. 

In ·following the route of tlus early Jew~ ·wanderings from hence, 
Gehiaga, which he reached in two <!Iys from Bagdad, would seem to 
be the Felugia or the present maps. He did not, howevoc, conceive 
this to be Bahylon. as has he",n supposed, but took it for the Re.'Cn 
of the Scriptures, whid! is said to hav~ ht->en a great city, and there 
are still extensive ruins here to bear o~li the supposition. It WQS a 
day'sjollrney from hence to thean~ientnabd; and if the passage were 
made by hoats, .nd on the stream of the Euphrates, on whose banks 
bot!. these places stand, the distance might be easily accomplished 
in that space of time. He here vaguely alludes to the Palace of 
Nebuchadnezzar, which could not be entered on account of its 
being tbe abode of dragons and wild 'beaSu; but, as he speaks 
only of a palace, and fixes it at a place which the people of the 
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country still make the abode of' demons anll evIl spirits, as well as 
numerous reptile'S of all kinds, he no doubt alhuk-d'to the mounds 
of the Mujellibe, wh~re the palace and hanging gardens appe";' to 
have been, and whieh is the only part of the whole territory tllIIt 
is caUed " Babel," even to the present day. 

He clearly distinguishes tlris from from the Tower of' Babel, 
which he describes as being four miles beyond Hhilan, meaning 
Hillah, from which it is ~tually di~tant about six, though thore 
seems to be some corruption of' numbers in the distance from Habd 
to Hhilan, which is made fifteen miles iu figures, and may probably 
have b~n writtell five. There were then ten thousand Jews there, 
the number at present at Bagdad; and the number of one thousand, 
given as the alllount then residiug at Bagdad, is about that of those 
at present at Hilhth, so tlrat there seems to have been mllya change 
of pla(;e, without an au!,rmentatioJl or diminution of actual Jluptbers 
in both. 

The local features of the" Birs" are well dctailed by Benjamin; 
for, besides its tolerahlya(.'Curate distance of four miles from Hillah, 
he says, it was constructed of that s·ort of brick called, in Arabi(:, 
" Lagzar," which, a marginal note adds, was of the dimensions of' 
eight inches broad, six thick, and twelve long, which is ne~r the· 
truth. The foundations, he say~ were two miles l~ng, perhaps 
rather in circuit, and intendcd tb include the ruined. temple and its 
mounds of~ rubhish, &c. He speaks of :-;piral pas~ up its sides, 
of ten cubits wioe, whieh arc not now apparent, and might have 
been imagined by him to c~t heHeath the outer rubbish of' the 
ruins, as corresponding . with · the oldest drawings of' the edifice, 
attached to oopic'S of' the sacred writings. He says, indeed, that 
there were sue!. passages, without positively stating them to be 
visible at the time of his visit. 

Being mounted on the summit, he continues, the view is ex
tended to the distance of twenty mile. round, more particularly as 
the country there is an extensive and perfeet leve~ all wlrich is 

• 
strictly accurate. He says also, ill the language of the traditions 


