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, 1 w,ll go in tue .trength £lf the Lorol God: I w,ll mfti<e mention 
of thy ",hteouin~ .. , enn of thine only. 0 Goo, thou h,ut tllugbt 
me froUl my youtb.: And bithert.o hAvo I declaud thy wondroua 
w£lrk.. Now aL.o when I 11m £lId lind gnoy·headed, 0 Goo, forlRk~ 
me n£lt; "lint.! I hllv£! Ihewed thy .tr&lgth unto thi. genent,o",lIn,l 
th,. P£lwer to ~nr:Y £In,that i, to «mIa." 

Ps. lui. l6-18. 

"Commit th,. ", .. ,. unto the 
&h~U lmng it to pa ... " 

Lord; trul t 111110 ,II him; nlld h~ 

.. And let III not be .. eary In ",ell·dolng: 
6hBIll'i:sp, if we faint not." 

• , Lonl, not my '<1I'lll but thme be done !" 

for In !Inti .... aaon we 

Gu. VI. 9 . 



INTRODUCTION. 

'Mnlhcurcux celul (Illl e8~ elt avant de 60n 81I:cle." 

"on a~ ye htnk. Rllre" 

"The worltlmny lUIy I've fail'd . I bave nat fali'll 
II I set truth 'fore lUtm they will not see; 
Tls Ilu.:y who f8.l1, )lot 1 My Ill.lth holoJ lI fiflll, 
AlIIl tl1118 wIn pro\'~ me nght" 

'J'HI( prC''lcnt-work I'ontains the narrative of an 

expedition to North-Western AmLin, undcrtakt>1l 

at the commcneemcllt of 1874, lIy my lamentCtl • 
huspand, Dr. Ch""les Beke, Ph.D., F.S.A., F.R.G.S. 

(at .. he advanced age of seventy-three, and on 

recovering r;om a serious illness), in order to esta

blish, by persoJ1aL observation, the corre~tlless of 

the views expressed by him in his Origines BiblicQJ 
forty-four years ago, respecting the true position 

~ 

and physical character of the Mount of God on 
• 

which the Law was delivered to Moses. the inspired 

lewr of the Israelites. 

• 
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The first three chapters, which were written by 
• 

Dr. Bc~, show the results of this eypedition, and 

may claim to be considered the outcome of the 

efforts of the greater part of a lifetime to elucidate 

and substantiate the truth of the Bible History 

from the Holy Scriptures themselves. 

By disputing only the" traditional explanations 

of the Geography of the Scriptures "-the errorn 

of which have unhappily caused the authority of 

the Scriptures themselves to be called in question

and by endeavouring to discover tho correct posi

tion of the MOH1lt of God in Horeb, where was 

delivered that Divine·Law which to thiH day forms 

the basis of the legislation of all civilised uptions 
• 

and the rule of their religious and stICia.l conduct. 

and upon the settlement of which question depends 

the right understanding of the whole hist~ry 

of the Exodus, Dr. Beke has, I venture to tbink 

my readers will admit, incontrovertibly cle\.red 

awa.y many of the difficulties and doubts which 

have hitherto disturbed earnest and anxious 

minds. 

He has done a good work in having thus paved .. 
tho way for others to arrive at a final settlement of , 
the whole of the important questions connected with 

the Exodus of the Istaelites, whereby. many wan-
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'dere .. may (with God'. help) he brought back to 

the fold, 
My hlfsband left England on hiB memorable 

journey in search of the true Mount SinAi on 

December 8, 1873; and, alter an abaence of three 

months and cleven days, he returned bome on 

Mareh 19, 1874, baving in the intervening period 

accomplished his task, and dieeovered U Mount 

Sinai in Arabia." (Jebel-e'~Niir, the Mountain of 

Light), precisely in the position where he con

tended it should be looked for. He was also so 

fortunate as to discover Moses' "·Place of Prayer" 

at Madian, the capital of Midian, where Captain 

B,;utQu t has now gone to make further explor&

tion~, and 'to develop the gold mines of this 
ancient Land of Midian. 

put although Dr. Bake found his Mount Sinai, it 

turped out not to be a U volcano," as he had pre~ 

vim!sly oontend&l that it might be ; or at leae.t, Dr. 

Beke says, "·it cannot be proved to have been one, 

but at the same' time cannot be proved Mt to have 

been one. If this is really the true Mount Sinai, 

it is as little a ' volcano' 88 the traditiorud one is, 

1 J utt ader I had Mlnt theae pagea to pte., I taW the grabt'ying 
announcement In the "Ttmea" of Captain Burton's safe return, 
bnngtns Wlth him t'R enty-live to))S c! ore. 
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or else geology is aU at fault. The same arguments 
• 

that Sir George Airy uses to prove that the tradi· 

tional mountain was volcanic, will, howe,-er. apply 

.to this mountain also, for the geological formation 

of both seems the same." 

The truthfnl, manly, and straightforward way in 

which, it will be remembered, Dr. Bekc's recanta

tion wu.s at once annoullced, the public will hardly 

ha.ve failed to appreciate. The courage which such 

an act required could but have sprung from the 

highest and most uDRclfish motives,l and must have 

proved to demonstration tha.t the first and sole 

oLject of Dr. Beke's expedition was simply the 

elucidation of the truth. Sucb an admission qf the 

fact of his not finding his :Mount Sinai to be a 

volcano, as he had expected, can surely not· be 

deemed to invalidate, but, 011 the contrary, ,to 

enhance, the value of Dr. Beke's discovery .. Of 

the action of one who will admit ~with frouk und 

ready courtesy tha.t he has been mistaken, it may 

be said that it H blesseth him tha.t 'gives and him 

that takes "-it covers his own retreat with grace· 

fulness, and gives his adversarics a. pleasant 
• 

memory of an encounter with a generous f~. 

The controvcrsy which ensued in the col~mlls of 
, . 

See p. 4,6. 
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the <I Times " and other jourpals I upon the ques

tion, is o.ouUtJess fresb in the minds of those who 

nre interested in this important subject, as also 

the sad fact tho.t my lamented husband's sudden 

de& th unhappily cut all fur ther controversy and 

his labours short. His pen dropped from his l1o.nd 

ere he could completo t he r esu'fI"IJ, upon which he 

was engaged, of the fnets collected on his journey 

und from his long and deep researches. The loss is 

irremediable. and for me too recent and painful to 

tl well on here. 

'I'bus, the trying responsibility unfortunately de· 

volved upon me of editing this work. The first 

throe chapters. although to a certain extent com

pleted, required Borne revision, and the many re

ferences to the authorities from whom Dr. Beke 

d5CW his information, and to which he alludes with 

brevity-although not too concise for his own 
• • 

well-stored !!lind-left his editor many difficulties 

to overcome. 

I. this emer!!". cy, the Rev. Albert Uiwy, the 

learned editor of the works published by the 

Soci~y of Hebrew Literature, kindly ca.me to my 

aid, an4- not only volunteered me the benefit of his 

able revision of most of the Hebrew texts which 
I See Appendix B. 
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occur; but through ,his friendly instrumentality I 

am also mdebted to Mr. Richard Guoenett, of the 

British Museum, for much valuable assistance; and 

to both these gentlemen I have the greatest plea-

8ure in here recording my sincere thanks. To 

Mr. 'V. '\T. \Vaddington, whose Rcrvices ill verify

ing references I ha.ve availed myself of, my thanks 

nrc also u u c. 

I fear thnt the publication of this bOOk hns 

heen looked for long ere this, but continued ill

health and Jack of means rendered the execution of 

this la.bour of love utterly impossible 011 my part. 

My health, however, by God's blessing. becoming 

Roruewhat re-established last Bummer, I felt .it to 

be one of my first duties to endeavour to puBlish 

this work, and that lowed it no leRS in justird to 

my husband's memory than to the subscribers ,to 

his expedition. 

My best and most earnest thanks mu~t, theretore. 

here be tendered to the liberal-minded noblemen 

and friends who 80 kindly asaiatea me privately 

in my efforts to publil!h this book. Alao to my 

adopted daughter, Mrs, J. Laurence-Levi, W},thout 
whose self-sacrifice. indefa.tigable solicitu.de. and 

invaluable co-operation I could not have accom~ 

plislJed my task. 
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I could have wished that the editing of so im-• 
portaut a wotk had fallen to Bome far mcfre com-

petent perkon, and one better able than I am to 

render justice to my h~8baDd'a labours, and to the 

subject generally. I would venture, however, to 

ask my readers, before perusing the following. 

pages, to be 80 good as to bear in mind that I do 

not lay claim to any literary merit in the pro.
duction of this work; but simply to have given 

to the public a truthful and unvarnished state

ment of what my lamented husband did and 

saw on his expedition in search of the true Mount 

Sinai. 

I h.'we felt that I could not do this better, or 

more satisfactorily to others, than by letting Dr. 

Bel"e's very clmracteristic letters to me (as the 

Ia~ Mr. William Longman suggested), on this, hi. 

last-journey, tell their own tale-as I believe they, 

lilld-his "Notes" on Egypt." will be found most 
• 

interesting. especially at the present time. 

If in giving them. 88 I have done. almost ver
batim. I should have given my readers cause to 

comp~ of a certain amount of repetition. I must 

remind ~hem that they were written more as a 

journal of daily events than a8 ordinary letters; 

and that CJOm the .ad Caet Of thiS journey having 
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been Dr. Beke's last, I have not liked to omit more 
• 

than wits absolutely necessary. 

Though Dr, Beke hardly expected 'latterly to 

have been permitted to accomplish it himself, this 

journey was one of his most cherished wishes, 

and was ODe of the last tasks he had set himself 

to perform in early life, it being one of those 

" JH:arus ., so feelingly referred to in his Preface 

to his" British Captives in Abyssinia." 

It may well oe conceived, therefore, that his 

gratitude to those few scientific and other friends 

who generously supported his eXI)cdition was coro

mCllSUru.te with the importance of the subject he 

had so much at heart. I 

I am glad to M'a.il myself of this bpportun\ty of 
respectfully expressing my deep reconnaisance to 

the enlightened and generous patron of scienJ.ifie 

exploration, His Highncss the Khedive of Egypt, 

who, by having kindly granted Dr. Bek.e th~ use 

of a st.eamer,80 materia.lly conduced to alleviate 

the fatigues of my husband's journey, and to ita 
successful accomplishment. 

I With profound regN!t I Bee in the "Times" of tbl4th May 
the announument or the lad and fatal termination of the aeciden.t 
to Sir Franei! H. Goldamid, Bart., M..P., one of the mo.t genuoua 
and ki.nd·be.utad. patron. of my late hu.b&nd. T.be 10M of 10 good 
and noble a 1IWI wit.be univerully felt. 
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Fur~her. I beg to tender '!'y thanka to his 

Excellency N~b"" Pasha, and to Measrs. Oppen

heim &: Co: (especially Mr. Henry Oppenheim). 

tbrough whose courtesy a.nd aid Dr. Beke's "wish" 
WM brough~ to the knowledge of ~he Kh<ldive. 

The ready help aJforded Dr. Beke by the severr.i 

na.val officials, and our many other good friends in 

Egypt, was fu1ly appreciated. 

I must also soote how great a. relief it was to 
Dr. Beke to ha.ve been accompanied by 80 able a 

gcol(lgist1 nod Ilssistant genernlly as Mr. John 

Milne, as my husbnnd frequently testifies. The 

illustrations are nearly all from sketches by Mr. 

Milne,. whose valuable services as artist, geologist, 

ijotan"ist, and I!onchologiat to the expedition, I ha.ve 

much pleasure in recording, though I regret that, 

owipg to his absence in Japan, these reports have 

not .had the benefit of his revision ; but Messrs. 
WilIlam <Jarru~hers. F.RS .• and Edgar Smith. of 

• 
the British Museum, have done me the favour to 
revise the botanical and conchological lists. 

The observations made by Dr. Beke on the 

journeJ! were computed by Mr. R Strachan, at 

I The geological ' peeimena, &0., collected at Midim and Altaba 
were, by Df. Beke'. dtlllire, pretellted to the Bri&ie.b lIUJeWll. 

, See Appendiz C. 
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the instance and expense of the Royal Geographi-, 
cal Sodiety, and have kindly been rEvised for press 
by Captain George, R.N. The map b .. been 

drawn by Mr. E. Weller, F.R.G.S., frem Dr. Beke's 

materials, he having unfortunately only left his 
rQute prepared for his map; but this also lIas had· the 

important benefit of Captain George's revisioD.

and for this friendly aid I am illost deeply indebted 

to him, having met with considerable and unex

pected difficulties in the matter of its preparation 

for publication. 
In apologising for my inefficiency and mnny 

shortcomings in the production of this volume. J 
would venture to crave the indulgence i)f my 

"critical" readers. The delay and -the faulls are 

greater than possibly might otherwise have been, 

owing to the difficulties under which I have 

laboured, of additional suffering caused by a,rail

way accident last year, and espe~i.lll to the_ fact 

that this is the first time of my appearing in a 

literary capacity, 80 to say, single·handed-the 

mast.er·hand that supported and directed me in 

my former puhlication (H Jaoob's Flight"~ being, 

alas I no longer here to guide me. 

I feel the more diffidence, as the tMk {olthough 
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a labour of love) I have imposed on myself, is 
• that of giving to the world the last fru1t1! of 

my husband'll labours-which he himself W88 not 

permitted to see ripen, but which, bad he been 

spared to Lring to maturity, would have afforded a 

much richer store-and because I could Dot hope 

to do justice to his thoughts and intentions. But 

in spite of this and of the numerous drawbacks 

I have had to contend against, I have nevertheless 

been unwilling to withhold altogether from the 

public the information my dear husband bas left. 

I am indebted to Messrs. TrUbner & Co., my 

publishers, for considerable assistance and kind

ness; and also to my printers, Messrs. Ballantyne, 

&nsob. & Co.: for the trouble they have taken 

with the manuscript of an invalid. 

In. conclusion, I have only to mention that I 
have .recently heard that Mr. Hollond has again 
startea for Mount ·Sinai. It is, therefore, earnestly 

• 
to be hoped, that he will not fail to give to Dr. 

Beke's • .Mount Sinai' that attention and impartial 

consideration and further investiga.tion which it so 

richly deserves, and which all who desire to arrive -at the t~h must wish to see bestowed upon it. 

Should Mr. Holland do this, it cannot he doubted 
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that he will Lril1~ baek information of the highest 

value~ for which he w ill merit the· grntcful thanks 

of myself and aU believers in the truth of the Bible 

narrative. .May God speed him! 

:F~.RSDA.LE VIItW, TUSDlUDOE·\VEI,LH, 

2Slh Apil l S78, 
Th.e All1IiwrMry nJ my TV e-ldilly.]l<IY. 

EMILY BEKE, 

nee i\ LSTON. 
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DISCOVE.RY OF MOUNT SLNAI 

IN ARABIA. 

CHAPTER I.' 

TH E TRADfTIONAL lIfO UNT' SIN,"', AND ITS RIl'AI.M WITHIN TOB: 

P\r:YINSULA 01" PHARAN. 

WHEN we take into consideration the momentous 

churacter of the subject, it would scem natural to 

conclude that the position of the Holy Mountain 

on which the Law was revealed to the inspired 

leader of the Israelites, would not, and indeed could 

!lot, be a maW~r of question. \Ve might reasonably 
• 

conjecture that the Mount of God would be to them 

too sa.crcd a. spot ever to have been lost sight of; 
• 

that. tbe knowledge of its locality could not have 

failed- to l::/t} reta.'ined by the whole people from 

generation to· generation, and handed down by 
them t.o their descendants the Jews; that from 

these, in due course of time, it would have been 

transmitted to the Christians, and religiously pre

served by the la.tter down to the present day. But 

it is not sO . 

• Written loy th~ late Dr. Beke, 28~,. 1874-
... 
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As far as the written records of t he Israelites 

are cODcerncd, tht! mention of Sinai, or Horeb,l as 

it is otherwise called, is confined to the history of 

Moses and of the Exodus narrated in the Penta

teuch, with the singlc exception of the incident 

in the life of the prophet Elijah, who is recorded' 

to have gone from Beersheba unto « Horeb the 

Mount of God," and to have there lodged in ;). 

cave, which is conjectured, not unreasonably per

haps, though without a tittle of evidence in 

support of the conjecture, to have been the 

identical "cleft of the rock " wherein Moses had 

been hidden 3 when the glory of the Lord passed 

by him. 

If, therefore, any tradition on the. subject txist~d 

among the Jews, it must have been simply; oral, 

liable to be forgotten in the lapse of ages, and 

especially during the time of national peril. .Their 

descendants at the present day avow that they 

have no traditional knowledge Oli the subject. 

Nevertheless it is a remarkable fact that the 

Jewish historian Josephus gives 3. description of 

Mount Sinai, from which it would almost appear 

that some traditional knowledge on the·'subject 

I E.s:oo. iii. I ; Dent. i , 6. ~ I Kingt xix. 8, 9. 
J Exod . .s::n:iii 2'. 
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had been handed down to his time. 'Vhen relating 

how Moses fled · from Pharaoh, kidg of Egypt, he 

says that" he-came to the city Midian, which lay 

upon the Red Sell, and was so denominated from 

one of Abraham's SOllS by Keturah." 1 Now we 

:~1"C told in Scriptur(:, that those descendants of the 

})atrill.rch were SCUL into the" east country," 2 that 

is U1 say, into the regions lying to the east of the 

valley of thc Jordan Ilnd its continuance south~ 

W1.u·o to the Gulf of Aka La. and not anywhere 

within the pcniwmla ;\'08t of that gulf. where 

Moses's pbee of refuge has been 80 erroneously 

imagined to have Lecn situated. 

The Jewish histol'iau theu goes ou to describe 

the • .Mo\l'lltain of- God in these specific terms:

" Now this is the highest of all the mountains 

Lherea~out. awl the best for pastUl'nge, the herbage 

being there good; and it had not Leen before fed 

upon, uMause- of die opinion men had that God 

dwelt there, the· shepherds not daring to ascend 
up to it."3 

And in a subsequent passage, when describing 

how Moses ascended Mount Sinai, he says, this .. 
mountain was I< the highest of all the mountains 

I JOIlephul, lib. ii.. cap. xi. 1leCt. I, Whiston's trans. 
I Gen. :u.v.:6. ' Op. cit., lib. iL <lp. xii. seet. J. 
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that are in that country, a.nd is not only very 

di:ffi~ult, to be ~ccnded by men, on account of its 

vast altitude, but because of the sharpncss of its 

precipices also; nay, indeed, it cannot be looked 

at without pain of the eyes; and besides this, it 

was terrible and inaccessible, on account of the 

rumour that passed about, that God dwelt there." 1 

III the Christian Scriptures the oilly mention 

made of the Mountain of the Law is by the 

ApostJe Paul, who, in bis Epistle to the Gala.tianR,~ 

speaks of II Mount Sinni in Arabia;" which ex

pression, however, is too indefinite to allow auy 

conclusion to be drawn from it, except perhaps 

that, as in tbe Apostle's time, the name of AraLia 

was limited to the country cast of th(! Jordan, 

Mount Sinai itself must likewise have bt'cn 

deemed to have been situated there. And as 

Axetns, king of Arabia, that is to say, AraLja 

Petrrea, of which Petra was 'the capital,' was at 

the same time king of Damascu;; f and as in the 

same Epistle the Apostle expressly relates, how, 

after his conversion, «immediately he conferred 

not with flesh and bloOtl." but "went into 
I Op. cit., lib. iii cap. v. &ect. I. 

I Gal. iv. 25. 
, See JOI!ephU8, Antiq.1iv. 1,4; Wan of the ie .. II, i. 6, 2. 
t See 2 Cor. xt 32; Originee Bihlicre, p. 254 (note); Gal. i. 16, 17. 
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Arabta," whence he "returned again to Damas

cus ; " it may' even be conjectured that· the 

Apostle had ... Mount Sinai in Arabia" in his 

mind, in consequence of his personal acquaintance 

with the locality. 
Still thia would be ascribing to the Apostle 

more a.ccura.te geographical knowledge than pro

bably we have a right to attribute to him. It is 

nevertheless possible that this statement of St. 

raul, like that of his contemporary and co

rcligioJ.ist Josephus, may have been derived from 

the lnst lingeriug spark of Jewish oral tradition, 

which did not become quite extinguished till after 

the cessation of the na.tional existence of the people. 
• • It may not be without bearing on this subject 

to a.JJ.: that Justin Martyr, who flourished about 

the middle of the second century, when speak

ing of the Magi, <?f wise men, who, in the first . . 
Gospel,l afe suiq to come" from the east," always 

describes them as C( Magi from Arabia" {p.W,OIt ct-rro 
'Apa/3l.at}.2 

Meanwhile, however, the school of Alexandria 

ha.d cOID!;t.into existence, to which so many learned 

Jews belonged, and which exercised 80 vast an 

influence upon early Christianity. Naturalised ill 

I Matt. Si. J. , """'_. "'-. b 1 •.. . . .u ...... .... -.vP .. llI:Vlll. evt. 
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Egypt, the Jews were proud to trace a conncction 
• 

which, in reality, ba.d never exis'ted between the 

history of their adopted country and that of their 

Hebrew ancestors, and hence they came to re· 

model the geography of the Pentateuch from all 

Egyptian point of view. 

On this important su1dect I have already stated 

my opinion in my first work, "Origines Bibliero," 1 

published in the year 1834, and in many subse

quent publications, and I shall also have occasion 

to discuss it in a subsequent portion of the prC'flcnt 

work; I therefore need not dwell on it now. 2 All 

that I Lave occasion to say here is, thnt the 

passage of the Israelites through the Red Sea, 

being assumed to have taken pHee somewherf" at 

the head of the Gulf of Suez, it neccssa.rily follow.~ 

that the scenc of their wanderings must have been 

shifted into the regions lying .imm<:>dintely to the 

east of the gulf; hence Mount ~il;a.i would na· 

turally have come to be placed somewhere witLin 

the mountainous country between that gulf a.nd tbc 

Gulf of Akaba. 

It is, however, a. most significant fa.ct,that not 

a single place recorded in the Old T~st.'\ment in 

I See Orig. Bibl., pp. 8, 13. 

I Unhappily Dt Beke'slamented death happen,ed before he coultl 
complete hl ~ wk.-Eo. . . 
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connection with the Exodus of the Israelites can 

conclusively, or even satisfactorily, be pointed out 

as represcn£Cd at the present dlly by a. similar 

name within tLat peninsula, or as ba.ving been 

known to the Greeks or Romans under its ancient 

Biblical designation. 

The Pharan of Ptolemy 1 and of the early 

Christian writers,' the country of the Lapis Phara

uitcs of Pliny" which is identified with the modern 

Feiran, ill the vicinity of the copper and turquoise 

mill(,s, is indeed deemed by rrofessor Lapsius,' 

and also by Professor Pa.lmer/ to be an evident 

reminiscence of the ancient Biblical name ParaD. 

Yet the 1atter traveller docs not attempt actually 

tQ identify Fehan with the Paxan of the Bible,8 

which he p1aces iD a totally different position; 

for ijo says, "I concur with 'Vi1ton (the Neg-eb. 

p. 124) in believing that the 'Vildcrness of 

Paran camp· riscd the whole Desert of Et T1h and . , 
that Mount Paran wc.s the southernmost portion 

of the mountain plateau in the north-east, at 

present inhabited by the 'AzlU:imeh Anbs, and 
known .. Jebel M.-<h.'" •• 6 '· 

1 Geogr., lib. T. C&p. 17. &eet.. 3. 
s S~ J erome, Comment. in AllO.ene, lib. ii, e. 3, " , 3. 
s PUn. Blat Nat., lib. nxvii. 40 • 
• Lepeius'. ~ttere., uxhL n. • Desert tr the Exodua, p. 20. 
I SeE' Eben'. DIU'Ch Goeen tUDl Sinai, pp, 189.208. 
, 'Pal.m.er'a Deiert. o( the EXoo.UI, p. S09-
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'Vhnt "reminiscellcc," then, Pharan or Feiran, 

near Mount Serb;I, can possibly give of Mount 

Mllgrnh, some hundred miles distant from it, must 

surely be U evident" to the miud of Professor 

Pnlmcr alone. As for the German Professor, 

though he a.s"erts that "the name of Firau, for

merly Pharall, is indeed evidently the S:Lmo M 

P('Iiran," he mnkcs the st.ralJgc avowal that 1 "it is 

equal ly certain that this name h:ls aJtcrctl its mean

ing with refcrence to the locality; " which asser

tion, as far as I ca.n understand it, seems to signi.fy 

that the classical and modern name docs not corre

spond to the Biblical, which is n. virtual denial of 

their identity,2 represented by the two names. 

And Josephus,S as quoted by Lcpsins, when'speak

ing of Simon of Gerasa, says that he 'ovemiu the 

Accrabatene toparchy, aud the places that reached 

as far as the Gre.'\t Idumro..'l.; for hc built a wall at 

a certain village called Naill, and m~de' use of that 

as tL fortress for his owu party's security; and at 

the 1Jalley rolled P(~ran he enlarged many of the 

caves, and many others he found ready for hi& 

purpose;' and Robinson, speaking of tlH~ , Paran 

of Ptolemy, and that of Eusebius an~ Jerome, 
I Lepaiua'a Letulra, :u;.riii. nole. 
S See Ebc fII'6 Dutch GOI\eD zum Sinai,1d ..up. 
s Wan of the J e.ws, iv. 9,4- ~ 



UMSHAUMER. , 
remarks, "The valley of Pha~an mentioned by 

• 
Josephus is obviously a different place, spmewhere in 

the vicinity of the Dead Sea; perhaps connected with 

the mountaiu and Desert of Pa.ra.n so often spoken 

of in the Old Testament, adjacent to Kadish." 1 

As regards the m08t important spot in the history 

of the Exodus, Mount Sinai itself, it has to be 
l'(>marked, that when the Jews, and after them. 

the Cltristians of Egypt, began to consider and to 

investigate the topography of the regions which 

they conuccted with that great national event, 

namely, those contiguous to Egypt, they probably, 

in thc first instance, indir:.criminateJy applied the 

designation of Sinai or Horel) to the whole of the 

lofty r';,ngc of t~lC Black Mountains (Mb.ava "Of111) of 

the Greco-Pelusian geographer, Claudius Ptolemy;~ 

whioll range might reasonably be regarded from 

a distance as a. single mountain-mass, culminating 
• 

in the peak of. tbe Urn Shaumer, with on elevation 

of 8449 feet above the sea. 3 

I See Numb. ;s;iii. l6. Dlblical Researches, i. 593. 
2 Geogr., lib. v. eap. '7, Beet 3. 
, Aeeoriling to the QHinfWce Survey of tbe pemnsula, Jebel 

Katarin,j1aB an elevation of 8536 feet, or 8, feet more dian Urn 
Sh!nlllle'f j but as it stands I50mewhat farther towards the eut, and 
tIme Ol\.t of the direct line of the chain, it loscR in appearance IIOme 
oflu height. But both are surpa&&ed by Jebel Zebir, which is the 
hlgbest peak m the penilVluia, reaehing a heigi.t of 8sst Ceel See 
Aeoount <'f tbeSlUvey, Pt. I, App. It, Tablea r., II. 



10 DISCOVERY OF .MOUNT SINAI. 

But it would not have been long, especially 

after the persecution of the professors of the new 

faith had caused them to flee for safety into the 

desert, before some ODe of the mouutuiu-peaks 

would have been singled out ns being specifically 

that on which the .Law wus delivered to Moses 

in the sight of the children of Israel. "And be 

renrly ngainst the third day; for the third dny 

the Lord will come down ill the sight of all the 

people upon Mount Sinai. And l\1of>es brought 

forth the people out of the camp to mCet with 

God; and they stood at the netller part of the 

mount. And Mount Sinrti was altogether on ,~ 

smoke, bccnuse the Lord descended upon it iu 

fire; and the smoke thereof a8ccndcd as thD 

.smoke of a furnace, and tl10 w]JOJc mount quaked 

grent1y" (Exod. xix. I I, 17, 18). It is, there

fore, quite natura.l that Jebel SerLal should hn"e 

been originally identified by the Coptic, or 

Egyptian Christians; with the Mountain of the 

Law: for it is the first lofty mountain, being 

6734 feet high, that the fugitives would fal l in 

with on their wily out of Egypt: it is Iln ieolated 

peak, and in a superficial manner it readily answers 

to the general requirements of the Scripture nar

mtive. It eve~ appears to have been a "high 



JEBF.L SE HBA L. " 
place" of the nntive Arab tribes, who made 

pilgrimages to it, nnd offered sacrifice; on it, 

before tlH~ Christian hermits applied it to their 

own religious uses, and built upon it what must 

~ rerrarded as the oldest convent within the 
o 

peninsula. 
It was the t rn.veller Burckhardt who first sug

gested the priority of J ebel 8erbal, and his 

reasoning on the fluhjeet is most cogent. if not 

absolutelyeouc1usive. His words arc: 1 " It will be 
rC'cl}lIcctcd that DO inscriptions are found either on 

t.he ::Mountain of Moses Lbo refers to J ebel Musa, 
the pI"f'sent tradi t iolln.l Mount Sinai] or on Mount 

St. C:'Ithcrine; alld that t hose which are found in 

.the "Lcdj. Valley at the foot of Djebel Katerin. 

arc · not to be traced above the rock, from which 

the water is said to have issued. and appear only 

to be the work of pilgrims. who visited that rock. 

From th;se. ci rcumstances, I am persuaded that 

:Mount Sorbal wns at one period the chief place 

of pilgrimage in the peninsula : and that it W8.8 

then considered the mountain where Moses received 

the ~~bl es of the law ; though I am equally con· 
vinced, .from n perusal of the Scriptures. that the 

I Bun:klundt'B Tra'felt in Syrill, &e., p.6at. ,.to wit., 1812. See 
.I~o LepsiUf.'1 Letters, p. 53.), Horner', traUI!.., 18B. 
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Israelites enc..'l.mped in th~ Upper Sinai, and tltat 

either Djebel Mousa or Mount St. Catherine is the 

real Horeb. It is not at all impossible that the 

proximity of Serbal to Egypt may at one period 

have caused that mountain to be the Horeb of the 

pngrims, and that the establishment of the con

vent in its present situation, which was probably 

chosen froUl motivcs of security, may have led to 

the transferrmg of that honour to Djebel Mousn. 

At prcsent, neither the monks of Moun t Sinai nor 

thos(' of Cairo consider Mount Serba} as the scelw 

of any of the events of sacred lli",tory : nor have 

the Bedouins any tradition among them respecting 

it; but it is possible that if the Byzantine writets 

were thoroughly examiuC'd, some mCll tion niigbt. 

be found of this mountain, which I believe '\Vn.<I 

never before visited by any European trnveJIcr.". 

Subsequcnt investigations have establi",hcu thc 
. . 

sagacity and genera.l COl'reetness of .the German 

traveller's remarks. The fact that the so-called 

Sinaitie Inscriptions are plentiful on aod about 

J ebel Serbal, whilst none, or Bcarce]y any, are found 

on J ebel Muaa or Jebel Katbarina, demonstrates .. 
that the first·named mountain was tbe .original 

object of religious pilgrimages; and the fact that 

these inscription~ were principally, if n~ entirely, 
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the work of na.tive heathen pilgrims, who came 

there to offer sacrifices and thank-offerings,l just 

as the MClbammeda.n Beduins do on the Belf~same 

mountain at the present day, and as they do on 

Jebel Raghir, or Jebel c' Nur (Mountain of Light), 

which I ha.ve lately discovered. and which I re~ 

gard as the true Mount Sinai, must undoubtedly 

be understood to indicate that Serbo.} was at 

an cMIy period the centre of an ancient Pagan 

worsLip; though there is nothing io the character 

of any of those inscriptions, as now deciphered, to 

connect them in any way with the age of the 

Exodus, or any period at all approa.chiug it. On 

the contrary, the general opinion now is that not 

an)· of the -inscriptions an:: older th3.o the first 

centurics of the Christian era, and that they bear 

no. referellcc to any earlier llistorical period. 

The actual claim of J eoel Serbal to be the 

true !fount Sinai was first advanced by Professor 

Lepsius in °the ye3.r 1845, and advocated with 

much learning in his «Letters from Egypt, 

Ethiopia, aud the Peninsula of Sinai," published 

in Germany in 1852, and in an English translation 
" 

ill 1853. It has since been ably maintained by 
severnl . travellers and scholars, both in England 

I See R!iee ill AbYl!l inien. von Ed. RIi~pell, vol i. p. 127. 
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and on the Continent, the latest of them Ueing 

Dr. Eber~, in his work, "Durch GOSCH ZUlli Sinai," 

published at Leivzig in 1872. 

It is scarcely necesSl.u·y to explain that the 

arguments of Lepsius and Lis followers ill proof 

of the superior claim of Jebel Serha.! over J ebel 

Musa arc based on the gratuitous assumptioll 

that one of the two must necessarily Le the true 

~loUllt Sinai As, however, I thiuk I shall Le 

able to show the claim of the one mountain Las 
no better foundation than that of the other, 

it would be altogether beside my purpose to dis

cuss thcir respective merits. All that coucerns 

me is the fact, which t hose scholara Lave suffi~ 

ciently established, that Jebel Seroar was de~med. 

to be Mount Sina.i before that honour was acqu;red 

by J ebel Musa. 

The ancient convent in " r ady Sigillfyeh, now in 

ruins, which was seen hy Burckhardt: awl has 
• 

recently been visited by Professor Pu.lmcr and 

my friend Major 'Vilson, pointR to a time when 

that on Jebel Musa had not come in to existence : 

and there is every reason for concurring in the .. 
suggestion of the German traveller, that the 

proximity of SerW to Egypt, which in the first 

instance caused 'hat mountain to he r<blTRrded as 
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the Sinai of the pilgrims, amI led to the build

lUg of the convent, became at a later ~riod a 

cause of insecurity nlld peril to the monks who 

inhabited it; and in consequence to have led to 

the fouuding of the convent which was erected 

Oll the more secluded Jebel MuSil, as a place of 

greater security :-in like manner as the scene of 

St. Paul's conversion, which was on the highroad 

from Jerusalem to Damascus, and therefore neces

sarily on the south-west of the latter city, has,

for tl:e convenience of pilgrims,- been shifted 

to the neighbourhood of the Latin Convent, on 

the east side of Damascus; 1 or as in the more 

glaring case of the scene of the Annunciation, the 

H~ly House hltVing Lcen Lodily trausporteil from 

NazarQth first into Dalmatia, and thence again to 

Loreto. 
-It may even be, that the transfer of Sinai, or 

Horeb, from- Jebel Serbal to Jebel MUSIL was not 

made directly,· Lut through the intervention of 

Jebel Katarina, which mountain, as is shown by 
the «Sinaitic" inscriptions found by Burckh&rdt 

in the Ledja va.lley at its foot, was at some time 
-, 

or other certainly regarded as the true Mountain 

1 See Mra. Beke', work, "Jacob', Flight," p. 88, London, Long. 
mana & Co.. 186~. 
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of the Law, as it is still deemed to be by the 

traveIrer RUppell. 1 Indeed its superior eleva.tion 

over all the other mountain peaks '(except that 

of Jebel Zebir) within the peninsula, namely. 8536 

feet (Bw'ckhardt &ecms to fa.vour Jebel Katarina), 

against Jebel Serbal, 6734 feet, and Jebel .Musa, 

7363 feet; even the gi:mt Um Shaumcr, 8449 

feet. might Le regarded u.s favouring its claim 

to be Jospphus's "highest mountain within the 

region wherein it is situate," did but other cir

cumstancC8 combinc to countenance such a cluim. 

In the consideration of this shifting from time 

to time of the name Sinai or Horeb [l'om one 

mountain peak to another within the pcuiu8ula, 

the especial point to be borue 'in milld is the 

order of succession, and this clearly appual's to 

be-first, Serbal; secondly, Jcbel Katarin:~; thirdly, 

Jebel Muaa; and now, of latc years, Ral:! ~uf:cl..feb. 

Such being the case, it is manifest that everytLiug 

like an appeal to tradition Dlust' be cru.t to the 

winds, except perhaps in the case of J cLeI SerLI~l 

alone, which mountain has at all events the special 

and exclusive merit of having been deemed to be 
• 

the Mountain of God before the upstart Jebel Mus. 

was even thought of as such. 

I RUp~ll'lI Reise in :Abl88iniell, vul. i.f. 120. 
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Of the fact that, in tIle first ages of the Christian 
• era, Jebel Serhnl, and not Jebel .Musa, was COll-

sidered to be-Mount Sinai, the particu1ars extracted 

from the works of early Greek ecclesiastical writers 

)10",' about to be related will lea.ve no room for 

question. 
It mur:,t be premised that rtolemy, when de

scribing the peninsula between the Heroopolitan 

and Ebnitic gulfs (the gulfs of Suez and AkaLa, 

ill which the city of Pharan was situate), mentions 

among the tt'ihcs dwelling to tbe westward of the 

Black Mouutains (the SiOt~itie range) towu.rds Egypt, 

the San"'lcclls (tapaK'1VOt), the Phn.mnitcs I (cJapavi:'Tal), 

amI the U.llthcnoi (Pat81}Vot). the last named being 

1o~\'anl~ the mutllll..aill"; of Arabia Felix. 

There is great difficulty ill reconciling the details 

of Pt.v1emy's topogra.phy of tbis region wit.h our 

present precise knowledge of it" but sufficient is 

known to enable us to identify the city of Pharan , 
with the modern Feirau. uear Jebel SerLal, where 

the ruins of the ancient city still exist-a view of 

them beiug giv{!n by Laborde in his work, H Voya.ge 

de l'Arabie Petree,"f-these ruins bema in the neigh-
'. 0 

bourhood of the ancient copper mines, whence the 

108%'1'., VI. 7, :;U, v. 17,3. 
, Vonge de l'Ambie Petree, p. 6IJ, Paris, 1830 . 

• 
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Egyptians obtaillcd the L£tpiR Plwrallites or tur

quoise '; whilst P tolemy's Raltheuoi must be t he 

inhabitants of the district contailling'thc modern 

town of Tor, called 'Pat8ou by the Greek Christians, 

both iu ancient and modern times. The llaOle 

of Saracen:'!, though now the appellation of the 

Arabian illv:.ulers of the " restel'll world generally 

(as will next hI' shown), was limited ill the early 

ages to the tribes dwelling at, or in the vicinity of 

Pharo.ll. 

As early as A.D. 250, Dionysius of AlcxaIlJri;~ 

speaks of the monasteries of Sinai M being the 

refuge of Egyptian Christians ill timrs of perse

cution, where they were often :~ttackctl and made 

slaves by the Sn.raecns or Arabs. l 

The first hermit of whom we have tluy Sl)(~cific 

knowledgc is Sylvanus, who li\'cd about A.D: 365, 

and is called by Tillemont, ALbut of Mount Biuni. 

But the great agent ill ClJristia.uisi;Jg the eoull-

I See Oallandii Bibliotheca v .. t. Patnnn. \'01. iii. ]>. 516. 
DionyaiUll'a text makes 110 11f'lillit.c mentioJl of 1Il0IlJlllteric!-ile 

l!eems to intimate that mauy Chri,.tiaull perialled ill tile mountwlI 
wilds, while otbers were carried off by Aruh~ and Ilut to ranllODi. 

Galland'a note on <lr TO ApdfJ_ 6p<1f:-" Mons .. at ita dietus, enjua 
weminit Herodotua,quem Pwlemmuset alii Troicnm ,·otauL Mille 
ergo ('hr i&topitonlonua montem Arabia! vertit. PlIlIllQ poet ArabielUl 
dieitur (Tl. Apo.fJ'~o, 6pOI), ob vicillit.atem ArabulII ita nomillll1u!l." 

The psaaage oeeuI'3 in a letter tc F~bill.8, Bishop of Antiocll, 
apud Euseb. Hiat. teel., lib. vi. cap. 41 , 42, IlJld ~En. 
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tries south of Pulestine, and in introducing the 
o HOI • • monastic life iuto these reglOns, was 1 arlOll, a 

disciple of St. Authony, who was born A.D. 29 1, 

:"It Thabatha, ncar CtI.Z:l, unu died A.D. 371, two 

y ea~ befol'e the slauglltct of Uuitha, Lerea.fter to 

be related. 
In the time of the Emperor Julian (360- 3) 

the deserts of Siu~i werc beginning to teem wi.th 

ascctics, whom the example of Hiln.rion Ita,d at· 

tr,l(:ted to the monastic life. Amollg these n.sceties 

was NiCOll , who j~ Mlpposed to be the sn.IDe as 

is honoureu by the Creeks on the 26tb No\,cm· 

bl'r, anu of wholll the following story is told by 

NilllS, who, l ike Nieon, is a s.a.in t of the Greek 

cal~llda; :-Nit:on was dwelling ou Mount Sinai, 

whcll the seducer of the daughter of an inhabitant 

of Phij.rnn persuaut:d LeI' to accuse that veneruLle 

mall of the crime. On tbi~ the father of the girl 
• 

went after Niqll to kill him; but ou his ru.ising 

his swaN ill the ::wt of striking him, his hand 

became withered. Not deterred by this miracle, 

the father acCUROO the s<,lint before the priests of 

Pharan. ~ 10 caused him to be beaten, and would 

Lave banished him from the country, but that he 

1 See bis lH" written by Jerome, Vita S. Hillvionu.. Bieronymi 
Opera, tom. iI. p !o, Patrolog. Cunua, Migne, Paril, 1841). 
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asked permission to remain ill oruer to tIo penau(.;c. 

For three years he remained excommunicated, no 

one being allowed to speak to him'; and during 

that period he came every Sunday to the church 

with the other penitents to beseech the faithful 

to pruy for him. At length it }Jlcased God to 

make known NicOll'S illllocence; the true seuucer 

of thf' gi rl, po~scssed by tLe devil, opcllly cOllfcsscu 

before the whole congregation his crime and ll is 

calumny. On this all the inhabi tants of tIle place 

went to demand pardon of tll(' suint, who l'cadily 

granted it, Lut refused to remain longer among 

them, inasmuch as not a single oue of them had 

shown any charity or comp:l.'~sion for him. 

Ammonius relates the following anccaote; 1 __ 

"A vessel from Aila was stranded 011 th~ shoret> 

of tLe Avalitic gulf (the modern Gulf of Zeila). 

The people of this district (whom the historian 

designates by the convenient but much· abused , 
term BJemmyes) seized on the vessel, and (being 

accustomed to navigation), resolved to usc it ill 

a piratical excursion agaiust the wealthy city of 

Clysma. They sailed up the Arabian. Gulf (or 

Red Sea.), and on entering into the ~eroopolitan 

Gulf, were driveu on the eaatern shore, instead 

I See Arnmoniul, :ril1e~ont. vii. S7i1. 577. 



SARACENS. " 
of tlle Egyptian, to which their voyage t~nded. 

They landed at Ratha (the modern Tor), aDd after 

tlw massacre' of part of the inhabitants, carried 

away the rest as captives. Being driven a second 

time on the const of Ratha, they murdered their 

remaining captivesJ but were fortunately over

taken by Obedian before they could resume their 

yoy:..g<'. The king having heard of their fonner 

lan(ling [had] hastened to RatlHl. at the bead of 

a !-.mallltud select bOlly of troops, and. falling upon 

the African aavagl:'s, slaughtered them to a man." 

The tIn.te of this o<,currence i!'! stated to be the 

year 373 of the Curisti.tn eta.. 

In the curious work entitled, .. Narrative of the 

Monastic :Monk · Nilu~," touching the massacre of 

the mcrnks 011 Mouut SinaV an account is given 

,) f liD. occurrence similar to that recorded by 

AmmOllius. The writer describes how he and 
• 

Lis son Thcodul.us were living as anchorites with 

others on 1\1ount Sinai. The position of their 

residence was on the mountain itself, and lower 

down dwelt other hermits at the spot called <I the 

Bush;" it being supposed to be that at which 

Moses was first addressed by the Almighty.' 

I Narrativ~ of Ute Monutic: Monk Nilua, Parle, JoPJ9t Narratio. iv . 
• Esod. iii. 4-
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Nilus and his son were in the habit of visiting 
• 

these other hermits, :md ODe day when they were 

supping with them, the priest of the' plnce, nnmed 

likewise Theodulus, speaking with more than lli ~ 

usunl kint1lJe!l~, sn ill , "How do we know whethrr 

we shan evC'r snp together IIgain o('foro we dip 1" 

The result sbow('d the pertinency of wlmt h(' tllU~ 

snid; for carly 011 the morrow, when h:lrdly tIl{' 

moming hymn" had hecn sung, th('y found thcm

ach es attackcd by a band of Saracens, who killed 

the priest Thcodulus, and 1. is companion P,LUI, an 

old man, with a boy nameu John who waited on 

them, and then allowed all the' other mcn to 

escape, but rctai tH' tl the hoys. Those who were 

liberated hasteneu to gain the ·summit· of the 

mountain, which the Saracens did not dare to 

approach, under the persuru;ion that the Majcsty 

of God resided there, it heing t~('re that He 

appeared to the I sraelites. Nilqs was n.t first 

unwilling to accept his liberty whilst bis son was 

kept a prisoner, but at the solicitation of the latter, 

he also escaped to the top of the mountain, 

whence he had the grief of seeing his sqn carried 

away by bis caprors, who went on pill~ging other 

places and killing a great Dumber of other persons. 

Nilus and th~ others who had fled to the top of 
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the mountain came clown from it in the evening 

to bury the bodies of their slaughtered btethren. 

Life had not quite left the priest Theodulus. who, 

before breathing his IMt, had strength to exhort 

them w'vorship God without fear, and to give them 

the kiss of peace. After having burieu them, they 

reached the city of Phart'ln before the morrow. l 

In page 87 of thc original work, Nilus speaks 
of the Senate of that city, which was a]eo in his 

time the scat of a l,ishop. [But how can this he 

if Mosc!'. was the first bishop ~J Nilus has usually 

heen supposed to hrwe liveu some time during the 

firth centUl'Y, mHl the slaughter of the monks on 

:l\lount Sillui related by Nilus haa consequently 

t'feD ~lpposed"to be a repetition of the event related 

by Ammonius. But there is no good reason for 

imaa,ining it to be a different occurrence. 

In A.D. 372 or 373 the prince was Obedinn, who 

died soon !l.fter, aud was succeedeu by his wife, 

Mavia or Moa'~iyah, who, ten years after Julian had. 

carried the Roman arms triumphantly beyond the 

frontier to the capit.al of Persia,-where, how

ever, he was slain in the moment of victory.-
• 

defeated the Roman forccs in Phoonicia. Socrates 

relates that no sooner had the Emperor (Valens) 

1 Tillemont, xi.,. 200-203.-
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departed from Antioch, than t he Saruccu"-. who 

had before been in alliance with the Romans, 

revolted from him, beiug led by l.bvia., their 

Queen, whose Lw;,bnntl (Obediall 1) was then dead. 

All the rrgioDs of the East, thcrCrOf<', were at 

that time ravaged by the SameclIs; 1mt t11cir 

fury WH,"1 rl'presscu by the interfercllce of Diviue 

rrovlJcnce, in the manner 1 lim about to rcla.tt'. A 

l'CJ'bOll named l\losc~, a. Saraecn hy birtL, wh() led 

tI mOlltlstic life in the clesert, bec.'lme exceedingly 

cmiucut for his piety, f:~ith. and miracles. Mavin, 

the Queen of the Saraccns, was therefore tlcsirom~ 

that this persoll Rhould be consecrated \'i~hop ovcr 

her nation, and promis<,..<l on tl lis couditioll to 

terminate the war. The l~olUall gellerals clf'l:lsitll~ r

iug tlmt a pe.'l.CC fall llded on such terms '''01111..1 be 

l'xtremely advantageous, gave immedia.te ,lirectiolHl 
• 

fUl' its ratification. jjfoses was acc01'dillgly seized, 

and brought from the desert to AlexlllHlria, in 

order to his Lcing initiated into 'the snccrdotd 

funetionf:l; Lut, on his presentation for tlmt pur

pose to Lucius, who at that time presided over the 

dlUrches in that city, he refused to be ordained by 
him, protesting against it in these words :-" I 

account myself indeed unworthy of the sacred 

office; but jf t}:.e exigenees of the state: require my 
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bearing it, it shall not be by Lucius laying his 

haud upon me, for it has been filled with blood." 

Moses having expressed himself in this manner, 

was taken by his friends to the mountains, that he 
might. receive ordination from the bishops who 

livl:'d ill exile there. His consecration terminated 

tile Sn.raccnic war; and so scrupulously did Mavin. 

oLserve the pence thus entered into with the 

Romans, that she gave her dnughtcr in marriage 

to Victor, the commauder iu chief of the Roman 

army.1 

The same story is related by ThcOtloret sub

!>tautially in sligh tly different terms. His words 

are ;-" At this period the tribe of Ishmaelites 

rllyaged the prt>viuces situated on the frontier of 

tIle empire. They were led by Mavia., who, llot

withs;andillg her sex, possessed masculine intre

pidity. After several engagements ~he made peace 

with the Rdmans, and having received the light 

of the knOWledge of God. she stipulated that a 

certain man, named Moses, who dwelt on the 

borders of Egypt and Palestine, might be ordained 

Lishop of her nation. Valens a.ecoo.ed to her . . 
request, and deSIred that the holy man should be 
conveyed to Alexandria, and that he should there 

I Brratel, Ecel. Hi.t., book if. tha$. 36. 
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receive the holy rite of oruination, for this city was 

nearer her place of residence than fl.UY other. After 

his arrival nt Alexandrin, when hc found Lucius 

desired to In.y hands upon him for the purpose of 

orJiJJation, he said, 'I account myself iudecu 

unworthy of the sacred office; but if the exigcnccs 

of the state require my bearing it, it shall iJot be 

by Lucius laying his hand upon mC', for it has been 

filled with blood.' Lucius WfL,\ decply ineenseil, 

and wished to put him to dr-nth; Lut not daring 

to renew a war which Lad becl1 terminated, he 

ordered him to be eonveYNl to the other bishop!'!, 

by whom he desired to he ortlaincd. After huving 

received, in addition to his fervent faith, the archi

episcopal dignity, he, by his apostolic dartrioes, 

and by the workillg of mirades, led malJy·to the 

knowledge of the truth." 1 

It could not, however, have been till some 

eonsidcra11e time after the death of thiR saintly 

bishop Moses that he became confounded (whetLer 

intentionally or through ignorance is not at all 

material), with the great Lawgiver of the IsraeJites, 

so as to allow the mountain called after the for

mer to become" traditionally" associatci with tLe 

latter. But when on~ the ball was Set rolling, 

, Thtod., Eccl: Hiat., book iv. Clll.p. n. 
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the Greek ecclesiastics were at no 10s8 in finding 

materials to increase its bulk, till at lengtli almost 

the whole Christian world bas been brought to 

look on Jebel IdUi:!lL-the Mountain of (BishoJ)) 

Moses-ns the vcritable Mount Sinai. 

From the foregoing anecdotes, the general truth 

of which c:tnnot reasonably be questioned, it is 

manifest that, in tllC time of Nicon, Nilus, and 

Ammonius, lIIount Sinai Wtl.<:I considered to be in 

the immCtlintc vicinity of Pharan. Therefore it 
could have v('en 110 other than Jebel Serba}, which 

i~ distnnt only aboul five miles from 'Vady Fairan. 

To !>upposc the incidents r<.'latcd could have referred 

to Jehel Mu"'a, which lies morc than twenty miles 

i:g. a direct line from that spot, would render the 

wholl! story inconsistent, and consequently impos. 

sible. Tha.t J ebel Serha! continued to be regarded 

as the true Mount Sinai till the beginning of the 

sixth centu"ry is proved by the statement of the - , 
Coptic monk Cosmas Indicopleustes, who then 

visited the Holy Mountain. The testimony of this 

tra.veller is too precise and explicit to be open to 

(lilY qu;stion. He relates that, 1anding at Raithu 

\PQ.~800, .(the town of Ptolemy's 'pa.i8-qvol, and the 

modern Tor), which was two days' journey from 

Sinai, he w~nt along the Wady Hebron to Repbidim. 
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receive the holy rite of ordination, for this city was 

nearer her place of residence than any other. After 

his arrival at Alexandria. when he found Lucius 

desired to lay hands upon him for the purpose of 

ordination, he sa.iJ, • I account rny gelf indeed 

unworthy of the sacred office; but if the cxigenees 

of the state require my bearing it, it shall not be 

by Lucius laying his hand upon me, for it has been 

filled with blood.' Lucius was deeply incensed, 

and wished to put him to death; but not darillg 

to renew a war which 11ad been terminated, he 

ordered him to be conveyed to the other bishops, 

by whom he desired to be ordained. After haviug 

received, in addition to his fervent faith , the archi

episcopal dignity, he, by his apdstolic d6ctriQes, 

and by the working of miracles, led many' to the 

knowledge of the truth." 1 

It could not, however, have been till some 

consiuerable time after the death of this saintly 

bishop Moses that he became confo'undcd (whetLer 

intentionally or through ignorance is not at all 

material), with the great Lawgiver of the Israelites, 

so as to allow the mountain called after the for

mer to become" traditionally" associated' with the 

latter. But when on~e the ball was Set rolling, 

I Th&'d., Eccl. Hilt., book iv. cilSp. p. 
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the Greek ecclesiastics were at no loss in finding 

materials to increase its bulk, till at lengtli almost 

the whole Christian world has been brought to 

look on Jebel Mtl~a--the Mountain of (Bishop) 

M"os('!?-as the veritable :Mount Sinai. 

From the for~going anecdotes, the general truth 

of which cannot reasonably he questiollC'd, it is 

manifrst. that, in the time of Nicoll , Nilus, and 

Ammonius, blount Sinai wa<; considered to be in 

t he immcdi;lte vicinity of Phnran. Therefore it 

could ll.Lve been no other than J ebel Serbal, which 

i!ol distant only about five miles from 'Vndy Feirnu. 

'1'0 suppose the incidents related could have referred 

to J ebel MU <:'<'L, which lies more tluUl twenty miles 

ill a dm.et line from that spot, would render the 

whol~ story inconsistent. and consequently impos~ 

siLle. 'l'lw.t Jebel Sf' rhal continued to be regarded 

as the true 1Ilount Siuai till the beginning of the 

sixth ccutt{ry is proved by the statement of the --Coptic monk Cosmll8 Indicopleustes, who then 

visited the Holy Mountr..in. The testimony of this 

traveller is too precise and explicit to be open to 

any qu~stion. He relatea that, landing at Raithu 

('PaU1oO) • . (the town of Ptolemy's 'Pa'i8"1voJ, and the 

modern Tor), which was two days' journey from 

Sinai, he w~nt along the 'Vady Hebron to Rephidim. 
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which is now called Phnran, where he was at the 

termination of his Sinaitic journey. From this 

spot, he says, Moses went with the e1dcl's " unto 

Horeb, which is in the Siuaic (Mountain), tlle same 

being about six thousand paces (six miles) from 

Paran." I And in a subsequeut passllg<' he distinctly 

nffirmq thnt he journeyed 011 foot to all thec;c 

placec; (~ a~Q" ;"-w "lTetewa" 'TO~" 'Td"ITolK pap-rllpW, 

"M I myself, having visited these plaees OD foot, 

bear witness ").2 Ano. it was, as he journeyed on 

foot, in the wilderness of Mount Sillni, t.hat he 

saw the iuscriptions which he sIlpp08cd to kwe 

iJeen written by the children of hrad, and whieh, 

in consequence of this supposition, arc known 

as the Sinaitie Ill5criptioliS. Now; although the 

distance of two days' journey from Tor COIT('''pollds 

equally well hoth to Jebel Musn ano. to .Jebel 

Berbal, the distance to Pharan of six thousand 

paces, and the presence of the Sinai tic inscriptions, . ' 
can apply to the latter mountain alone. So far. 

all is clearly in favour of Jebel Serba}. 

But on the other hand, it appears not les8 clear 

from the Greek writer Procopius, who WI\S the 

I Topograph. Christ., lib. v. teet. 196, spud Migrle, Patrolog. 
Cursu!!, vol. lnxviii., Send Greca. 

1 Ut &Upra, lib. v. teet. 205. 
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contemporary of the la8t~na.med writer, Cosmas, 

that Jebel 1\luso. Lad at that time bcguzf to be 

regarded as the true Mount Sinai. He, Procopius, 

says that in the third Palestine, which was formerly 

called Arabia, is a barren mountain named Sinai, 

which is as if it were suspended over the Red 

Sea. This mountaiu was inhabitRd by monks, 

who, living ill pious solitude and in the medi~ 

tation of deat.h, and having no wants in this 

world, required nothing more; so tha.t all the 

Emperor Justinian could do for them was to build 

them a church, which he dedicated to the Mother 

of God. This cLurch, says Procopius,l was not 

erected on the summit of the mountain, where 

~to!;es 'received the Law, but far below; because, 

no oue could pass the night on the summit on 

account of tllC noises heard there, which caused • 
them to fear and tremble: in this agreeing with 

the reports'of Ammoniu~ and Nilus, which them-.... 
selves are in accordance with the tradition recorded 

by the J ewish historian .Josephus. Procopius ndds, 

that Justiniall also caused 8. very strong castle to 

be buil; at the foot of the mountain, in which 

he placed a sufficient garrison, in order to prevent 

1 Proeop. de &ificiie, v. 8, !lp. Corpua ScriJlt.. HUrt. Dyzant eel. 
Dindorf. ' 
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the inroads into Palestine of tJIC Lm."t.mrian Saracens 

who inha.bited these desert regiolls. 

The crection of this castle by Justinian ha.d 

evidelltly some cOllnectioll with the treaty which 

that Emperor made with tuc prince of thc Saracens, 

callpd by Procopius,1 Abochamgos, who, suLlllittiug 

himself to the Emperor, surrc lHlcreu his country to 

him, and was ill I'd ul'U appointed by him Goycrnor 

(Phylarch) of the Saracens of PaJcstillc; all <lnuugc

mcnt which, ill the estimation of the histol'illlJ , 

gave the Emperor llothiug lJU t it nomiual sove

reignty. If this Sl~mceu pl'iIlCC, ALocharabos, was 

a successor of Obedian UIlJ 1\lavia, whose scat of 

government was at Pharan, it might almost lJe 

conjectured that the Mouut Sillai O\'crlHlllgi'ng' t~c 

Red Sea, on which the Elllperor built tile church 

dedicntcd to the Mother of Gou, awl at the foot of • 
which he ('reeted a fOl'tress, might !:itill lJa\'e lIeell 

Jebel Scrbal, alld not .Jebel Musa. But without 

insisting on this, it will be sufficient to SllY thl/t 

the Church of the Virgin Mother of God, described 

by Procopius as being some way down the moun· 

tain's side, cannot ha.ve stood all the site of the pre-
• 

sent Convent of the Transfiguration 011 Jebel Musa, 

but must rather be represented uy th~ existing 
• 

I Procol', de Bello P~raicOi. i 19, eeet.!3_ 
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Chapel of the Virgin/ on J ebel Serbal, which smuda 

u.t some distallce above the convent, whillt the 

convent itself represents Justinian 's castle at the 

foot of the mountain. The" tradition" of the 

mOlJks of the couvont. that the Chapel of t.he 

Vtrrrin is of Inlet date, is manifestly only a part 
o 

of the general system of fraud and imposture in 

which the whole history of the convent is involved. 

After the lapse of so many ages, it may be diffi

cul t, if not impossible, to determine the actual 

circum:.tances under which Jebel l\fusa cume to 

supersede Jebel SerLal as 1\louot Sinai. But 

the clmllgc may well have been caused, as Ritter 

suggests, by party views aud jealousy between 

ih~ motr.ks of Constantinople a.ud Alexandria.. It 

is certainly remarkable that the rival claims of 

the tw.o mountaius should have been in existence 

nt the same moment; those of J ebel Serbal being 

evidenced by the Coptic monk. Coamns Indico-
~ 

pJeustes, nnd those of J ebel Muan. by the Greek 

historian, Procopius, bach writing at the begin

ning of the sixth contury. But the fact tha.t the 

monks of the convent au the former mountain were 
• 

Egyptitllls, or Copts, and tha.t those on Jebel .M.usa 

were orthodox Greeks, would sufficiently explain 

1 See RobinaQp', Dlblie&l Retearehea, vol. i. W. 97. 102, 104-
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not only the rivalry between the two, Lut the 

eventual victory of the 1n.tter. I t is quite certain 

that the Greek mouks would not have Leen nt 

all scrupulous as to the means they employed to 

gain the "ictory over their heterodox ri \'als. The 

deliberate fraud aUil falsehood of the Greek clergy, 

from the en.rlicst ilges of Chl'i$tiuuity, arc matters 

of histOlY. III my work, .. Jesus the Messia.h,'· I 

I have addnced some striking examples of this, to 

which I will refer my rea.ders. 

There can be no question as to the flLet that 

PLamn, ncar Mount SCl'ual, was the first Christian 

eeutre of the Peniu5ub, and that the church 

fonnded by t he Emperor Justinian,2 ou J eLcll\ius:~, 

was dependent Oll the Bishop of Pharan: and,. so 

continued during several centuries, which" wouM 

hardly have been the case had J ebel Musa, UlJd IIOt 

Jebel Berbal, been from the commencement deemed 

to be Mount Sinai. 

The two inscriptions on the wall of the convent 

on Jebel Musa afford another instance of Greek 

fraud and imposture. These inscriptions, which 

are in Greek and Arabic, assert that this convent , 
was built by the Emperor Justinian in the 527th 

year of the Christian era. But, tlCcording to my 
I J.11I the M~iah, chap!!. iii., iv., Loudon, Trijbner & Co., 1872. 
''Ptocopll1l'. Life of JlUtinia.n, cap. ii tecto l. . 



JEBEL A£llSA. 33 

erudite friend, Dr. Wetzstein, formerly Prussian 

Consul at Damascus, the written characters -of the 

Arabic inscription indicate that it could not have 

existed before the year 550 of the Hegira (A.D. 
I I 72). And no earlier date can be attributed to the 

corresponding Greek inscription; so that the autho· 

rity of these fabricated l'GcorJs is worthless. There 

scems to be a third inscription of older date, which 

Lcpsius coulJ Dot copy (Lepsina's Letters, p. 553)· 

Considering the views I entertain respecting the 

real poqition of the Mountulll of the uw, it may 

perhaps be deemed to Lave been a work of super

erogation 011 my part to go into these particu

lars concerning Jebel Muan, the traditional Mount 

Sinai, and the ·convent thereon; but I do so in • 
order to demonstrate to the general reader the 

worthlessncs~ of the monkish traditions connected 
• 

with the snme. 

The intrinSlc claims of Jebel Musa to be the 

Mountain of th; "Law are as worthless as its tradi· 

tional ones. So far from being the highest moun· 

tain, as Josephus styles it. Jebel Musa is invisible 

from every quarter; 1 it is almost concealed and 
• buried; it is neither distinguished by height, 

l Robinloon, \oL i. pp. 103-106. Bartlett, Forty naYB in the 
Deam, p. 57. Ifsert or the Exodu.a. p. lIZ. 

C 
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form, position, or I.my other peculiarity. Professor 

Palmert admits, that "the view from the summit 

[of Jebel Musa] does not embrace so comprehC'n

sive a prospect of the Peninsula as that from the 

more commanding peaks of Katariua or Serbal;" 1 

and it is absolutely deRtitute of verdure, cultivation, 

ruuning streams. and even of abundant springs, 

and wlth no resources whatsocver. In faet, it is 

physir:dly impossible for the children of Israel to 

have remained long encamped there. 

So poor indeed are the pretensions of the monkiRh 

Jebel Musa to be Mount Sinai, that uo scientific 

and intelligent traveller who has visited the spot, 

tmd WllO is not enslaved by the local" tra(litions," 

but dares to think for himself, can avoid Geckipg 

for some other mountain-peak in prefercnce to 

what he feels to be an impostor; Lepsius ch~osillg 

Jebel Berbal; Ruppel!, Jebel Katarine; and morc 

recently, Dr. Edward Robinson 2 t.'lking on himself 

to substitute for it the neighbouriag more northerly 

peak of Ras SufsAfeh. 
Even the members of the recent Ordnance Sur

vey of the Peninsula, who went out to perform the 

task they have 80 ably accomplished with- the pre-

I Detert of the El.odua. p. 108, and El:od. til:. 16-18 . 
• Robimon'/Biblical Reeea.rohea, vol. i. pp. 106, 107 . • 
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conceived idea that J ebel Musil. must be the true 

Sinai, have found themselves constrained tie aban

don it in favour of Rna SufsMeh. 

Conscious, however, of the danger of relinquish

ing the" traditional " identification of J ebel Musa 

witb the Sinai of Scripture, they have found it 

necessary to give to the former Dame an extension 

which in nowise belongs to it, which never existed 

before their time, llnd cannot honestly be main

tained. Profc8Hor Palmer, in his work" The Desert 

of the Exodus," p. l I I, thus states the eMe in 

what I cannot but regard as a most disingenuous 

manner. "Before entering upon tbe question of 

tIll" exact scene of the delivery of the Law" (say~ 

be) ... it will bet necessary for me to explain what is 

meant.by the summit of Sinai. J ebel Musa is not a 

single peak. but a. huge mountain block, about two 
• 

miles in length, and one mile in breadth, with a. 

narrow vallOy on either side, a. somewha.t larger 

one at the soutll~astern extremity, and a spacious 

plain at the north·eastem end. A well-watered 

\>&sin or plateau occupies the centre, and this is 

surrounded by numerous peaks, of which two only, 

those at \he extremities, are prominent in height 

or position... And the writer of a letter in the 

" Times" of ,April the 3d, J 8 74, unddr the signature 
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of .. One who hM been there" I (seemingly one of 

the surveying pnrty ), asserts in like mmmer, that 

Rae SufsAfeh is " simply one of the buttresses of 

the great mountain known as a whole as Jebel 

M lIsa;" alld he goes 011 to say, that ".'loy one 

who has stood on that wondrous cliff. as I hav<" 

and looked down on the great plain of Er IUha.h , 

strctdn:d out at his feet, and rising gradua.}]y, as 

it recedes from the bnse, like the pi t of a theatre, 

cannot fail . with the BiLle narrative in his ha.ndR, 

to recognise it as the undoubted spot where the 

Isra.elitish encampment stood." 

To this, however, it hM to be' cah'gorically fI '

plied, that every one who has been on the spot or 

nt all studied the subjeet knows perfe'ctly Wi}] th~t 

it is not the fact that " J ebel Muan. is not a .single 

peak, but a large mountain block," &c.; or that Rna 

Suf.<llifeh is "simply one of the buttrcaSCR of the 

great mountain known, as a whole, as Jl.!bel ?tIusa ;" 

for thnt there docs not exist, amY never did eX!lit, 

any great "mountain block" bearing the name 

of Jebel Musa, which name belongs to the separate 

peak at the southern end of the mountain block 

known as the monkish Sinai, and to that peale 

alone, on and about which the whole of the tra-

III The Times, 3d April 1874-
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ditional identifications of the delivery of t~e Law 

are congregated; 1 and the Ordnance Survey Ma.p 

shows marked the two separate and distinct peaks 

of Jebel :Musa with an elevation of 7363 feet, and 

Ra.s SufsMeh with an elevation of 654 I feet; t 

the former of those peaks being considered to be 
Mount SiLai, and the btter Mount Horeb; and, 

further, in the map and sections in Professor 

Palmer's work, just referred to/ the distinction 

between the two peaks is plainly shown, though 

it is ingeniously contrived to make the general 

designation of Mount Sinai comprehend the two, 

aud even to represcnt the name "Jebel Musa." 

fiS applicable to both. 
• • 

·&ecing then the utter uncertainty of the whole 

questi~n of the position of Mount Sinai, which has, 

if po~ible, been increased rather than lessened by 

the la.bours. of the Ordnance Surveyors. however 

valuable the n~s~ts of those labours must be in 

other respects, it appears to me, &8 I have already 

declared in the "Times" of March 30, 1874. that 

H the only issue out of the many difficulties which 

have parplexed ea.rnest but anxious minds," aDd 

the only sure way to "solve questions that have 
1 E1.od. :r;:IL, 11: 

I 8ee Dr.,Beke'a letter in the Time. 0' April!), 187 .... 
S Deeert. of the &odUB. 
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thrown discredit on the truth of a portion of the 
• 

Bible history," the confirmation of which was ill 

fact the main object of the Ordn:.mce Survey! is 

to reopen the whole question, and to consider 

impartinJly n:ild reasonably the probable position 

of the Mountain of the Law upon the basis of my 

theory that. the Jlitzraim of the BiLle is not thc 

<I Egypt" of Profane History; and that the Yam 
Suf or Red Sea, through which the Israelites passed 

in their Exodus, is the same" Red Sea. in the Lalld 

of Edom ,,2 that was navigated by the Israelitish 

and Tyrean fleets five centuries later-namely, the 

Gulf of Akaba, wbence I have just returned,

the Gulf of Suez having been as little known to 
• 

Moses as it was to Solomon and Hiram. 

Before entering upon the discussion of my 

theory, or upon clJe narrative of the jO".lruey 

which I have undertaken for the purnosc of estab· 

lishing its correctness; it is expe~e"t that I should 

state, as a most important preliminary, what I 
conceive to be a paramount and fatal objectiOl' 

to the identification either wholly or in part of 

the Peninsula of Pharan, between the ~ulf8 of 

Suez and Akaba, with the wilderne.ss of the 

Exodus. 

I See Atberueum, Sept. 26, 1868. t I Kinge ix. :16. 
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According to the vulgar interpretation of tile 

Scripture history, we are called on to bclic; e that 

Moses, when he fled from the far.c of Pharaoh, took 

refuO'c withiu a district in which there was a 
o 

colony (If Egyptians. with copper mines, which, 

as the hieroglyphics then show, were worked by 
them, not merely beforc, but actually at the time 

of the Exodus; and further, that the Israelites, 

who were coustn-ntly in a state of insubordination, 

and even rchdlion, and anxiously longing to re

tUfn into Mitzrnim ('I Egypt "), were, with a view 

to their liberation from tLe house of bondage, 

deliberately led by their inspired legislator into 

the cul~de-sac between the two gulfs, where they 

were almost ~' ithin sight of Egypt, where they 

must ' have come in cOllta('t with the Egyptian 

colou.ists aud miners, and whence they would at 

any time have had not the slightest difficulty in 
• 

l'eturning to t~at country. 

Professor Palm~r, whilst forced to admit that 

" it is most improbabJe that Moses, well versed 

as he was in all the l learning of the Egyptia.ns,' 

and acq.uainted with all the details of their political 

system, would have led the hosts of Israel into 

direct coutllct with those enemies from whom they 



40 DiSCOVERY OF MOUNT SiNAI. 

were fleeing." 1 seeks to get over the difficulty by 

representing it as merely a question of wLether 

or not the Isra.elites wcre conducted by their in

spired leader directly past the very spots at Sal'abit 

el KhUJim, at ' Vatly MagLaluh, and 'Vady Nash, 

where the copper uuu turquoise mines wcre being 

worked; and he argues, that" as we reau ill tile 

sacred narrat~ve of no collision with their late task

masters after the overthrow of Pharaoh and his 

hosts in the Red Sea, we may fai rly conclude that 

they did not pass Ly any of those roads, which 

must inevitaLly Lave brought them into the very 

midst of a large Egyptian military settlelUcllt. " 2 

And having thus slurred over this dIfficulty, llc 

complaccntly remarks, "This, thcr'cforc, cdnsidrr

nbly narrows the question by disposing of ni, lea.<;t 

two of thc principal routes by which tbe Isrq.c1itcs 

could have approached Mount Sinai." 3 

But let tbe line of mareh of the israelites be 

assumed to be such as not to read to any actual 

U collision with their late taskmasters," it could 

not avoid being within fearful proximity to some 

of the Egyptian settlements, 8Jjd even a detour 
• 

of several miles would not have allowed them to 

1 Deaert of the ExodU6, J). 2 ,12. ~ Ibid. a Ibid. 
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pass unobserved the outposts, except on Professor 

Palmer's monstrous supposition that all the lsrael
itish host fell in with was some "little knot of 

worshippers who mayhap were bowing down to 

Apia while the greflt pilgrim Father passed." 1 

How long these worshippers had to continue bowed 

down ,,,fillst the bost of the Israelites passed by 

them, is left to the imagination of the rea.der, who 

IS further called on to believe that their inspired 

)pu.ut"'r thereby faucictl himself and the people 

hidden from toe view of the Egyptian soldiery; 

even as the ostrich is said to fancy it concen13 

itself from the view of the hunter by hiding its 

he;ld in the bushes find leaving its whole body 

exposcJ. In tIi.c considerat.ion of this, to me ill

surm Ollntable lhffieulty , it must always be borne 

in miQd that the children of Israel remained some 

time encamped at Elim/ wherever it may please 

the traditioD·ist~ to fix that l'Ia.ce; and that they 

did not reach the \\rilderncss of Sin, between Elim 

and Sinai, till the fifteenth day of the second 

month,' that is, one month after the Exodus; that 

it was ~et a. for tnight more ere they encamped 

before the ;Mount ; · tbat they remained sta.tionary 

I The Desert 01 the EXOOUll, p. 45. 
S E ltod. lVl •• '. 

I j!xod. ltV. 17. 

j Eltod. XII. 1,2. 
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there till the twelltieth day of the second month 
• of the second yenr/ or close on a whole twelve-

month; :lnu during the whole of this prriod, eveu 

Jebel Musa itself, the cxtrcmcst point of the 

imagined sojourn of the Israelites within the 

Peninsula, is less than forty miles from the 

Egyptian mining settlcmeuts I ]s this within the 

rangc of the wildest imaginatioll ? 

Such ideas as these :lre so utterly preposterous, 

that it would be inconceivable how they could be 

cntertained for a siugle il.lstant, were it not for tllt~ 

daily instances we uulHl.}Jplly meet with of the blind

Jless ~'ith which the" authority" of puerile tradition 

is defcrred to, even by persolls of gn'at lcaming, 

and otherwisc of thc most cll1a.rgcd millus. 

It is true that the ohjection lIen' rai)olcd j,q, ill 

its dire~t appIica.tion, far morc cogcnt in tLo.c C:IAe 

of Jebel Serbal than of JeLcl Katarina, or Jebel 

Musa, inasmuch as the former is ilf the immediate 

vicinity of the coppcr mines, and also of If another 

spot in the Peninsula," which we are told was 

a position of great importance long before the 

time of Moses, and even ill his days. bu~ bas lost 

it since that time. namely, the harbo~r of Abu 

Zelimeh, in the Gulf of Suez, within forty miles 
[ 

I Numb. s. 11, 
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of the Bummit of Jcbel Serbal, by which spot, 
• 

according to the Ordnance Survey party, the 

Israelites passed, inasmuch as they H were unani

mouslJ of opinion that the Israelites must have 

taken the lower route by the Bea-shore," 1 aod than 

which spot, in the estimation of Professor Lcpsius, 

"there was no more convenient landing-place to 
connect Egypt with those colonies'" of miners. 

Lepsius complacently reco~ds how the sandy plain 

on the western side of the mountain "disclosed 

to him across the sea a glorious prospect of the 

opposite coast, nod the Egyptian chain of mouo

t..'\ins bounding It," 3_a most marvellous locality 

indeed for Sinai, at the foot of which the Israelites 

had. to ;emain B~ long encamped! 

But' notwithstanding the force of the direct 

npplica.tion of the objection here raised, it is even 

more fatal to the pretensions of both Jebel Kata-
• 

rina and Jebel ~fusa; l,ceause such pretensioDs are 

subordinate to those of Jebel SerbaJ. and cannot 

llave arisen until after the traditional repute of 

the latter, if not entirely extinct, was already on 

the wan~ and therefore could the more easily be 

superseded. by its younger, more pretentious, and 

1 Palmer'I Dll!Iert of the EJ:ooua, p12J8. 
1 Lepeiua'a Letten, p. lOS. I Ihill., p. 296. 
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(as the mcndacious iuscriptiolJs ou the convent , 
wall and Eutychius's false statement tcstify) more 

uilscrupulous rival. 

Having said this much. I feel myself dispen~cd 

from taking any further notice of all nnd singular 

the rival mountuiu summits within the region 

betwccn the Gulf of Suez [lIld Aka.ba, which has 

hitherto erroneout>Iy borne the name of the IJcniu

sula of :Mount Sinai. but which I propose to call 

Lenceforth the PeniOflUlu. of Pharun-the country 

of the Lapis Pharanites (turquoit>e) of PlillY

and I give it the name it bore ill the curliest ages 

of Christianity. as a stallding protest aUlI memOl'ial 

against the idcntificntions of any place within thut 

Peninsula with the Paran of ScriptUl·c. 
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CHAPTER If.' 

TR .: NON-IIl,.:;"T]Tt' OF T H E MfTZRAUI OF bC IUI'TU RF. WITH THI': gOYI'T 

O~' J' llOI'AN1: HIQTOIlY- ITI:I rO!:lITIOS, AND T HAT OF THE LAND 

0 1' lO VI A)';, 

HAVING proceeded to the consideration of the 

posi tion of Mount Sinai , as a. preliminary to the 

narrative of my journey for its discovery, it is 

requisite that I should say a. few words on the 

suLjcct of the situation of the Mitzraim of the 

Hebrew Scriptures, the land of bondage of the 

children ilf Israd. which, by the common assent of 
• 

ages, is .generally believed to be the Egypt of pro-

fan e history, but which I have, during upwards 

of forty years, maintained to be a distinct and 

separate kingdom lying to the east of the Isthmus 

of Suez, nod thence ~xtending to the land of the 

Philistines : a. kingdom which, in the course of 

time, lost its independent existence, and. was 

merged in its more powerful and more fortunate 

western neeighbour, Egypt, whilst it became itself 

" utterly waste nnd desola.te," in accordance with 

• Written by the late Dr. Beb, June 4~ 1874-
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thc prophccics tLa.t had forctold its dcstruclioll. 

And ~n immediate relation to and connection with 

this translocation of the Laud of Bondage, 1 have 

in like manner maintained that the Yam Suf, or 

Red Sea, through which the IFll'Itclites passed on 

their Exodus from Mitzraim, was the Sea of Edom, 

or Gulf of Akaba, and not the Gulf of Suez, as if\ 

generally supposed. 

Paradoxical U3 thesc opinions appeared wIlen 

they were first enunciated in .. Origines lliblicre," 

and ns they nrc stiJl considered to be by the 

ma.jority of scholllTfl, there arc, ncvcrtheless, uot a 

few persons who!:)c judgment is not to be despi:o;ed 

-and I am happy to say their number is daily 

increasing-who arc convinced of ' the general cor

rectness of such opinions; and 1 have further the 

satisfaction of knowing that not only my owu 

researches, but likewise numerous fact..'i bearing 011 

the subject which have come to light since the 

publication of that work ill t-834. have served to 

convince me that the opinions therein expressed 

are substantially true. 

It would be quite out of place here to enter upon 

any lengthened discussion of my theory cif the DOD

id6lltity of tbe Mitzraim of tbe Pentateuch with the 

Egypt of profane history. Still, it is ... entia! that 
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1 should offer a few general remarks ou the subject, 

in order to render intelligible to the general reader 

the views which I entertain respecting the position 

of Mount Sinai, and the history of the Exodus. 

For this purpose, discarding all traditions what

soever, we ha.ve to take the simple statements of 

IIoly Scripture as our sole, absolute, and exclusive 

guide. And in the first place. we find it recorded 

in that inestimable canon of ethnology and geo

graphy handed down to us in the tenth chapter of 

Gene~is, under the head of the children of Ham, 

that" Mitzraim bcgat Luuim ... and Pathrusim 

and Casluhim (out of whom came Philistim);" 1 

from which we learn that the Philistines were a 

r:l.CC of cQgnate origin with the Mitzrites, or, in fact, 
• 

a bmncQ of the great family of mankind classed 

under the latter generic name. Hence it may also . 
be inferred in a general way that these kindred 

people were a~o neighbours.' The contiguity may 

be more clearly ShO\'lD when the migrations of the 

Patriarch Abraham and his immediate defiCendants 

arc taken into consideration. The early migrations 

of the Patriarch himself have formed the subject 

of Rpecial "tudy on my part, resulting in a journey 

into Syria, undertaken by my wife and myself in 

I Gen. x. 13. 14. 1 Exod.li.ii. 17. 
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the year 1861-62; and iu her work, "JIl.cob's 

Flight; or, a Pilgrimage to Harran. and thence in 

the Patriar~h's Footsteps into tue Promised Land," I 

it is conclusively demonstrated that when Terah 

and his family" went forth from Ur·Casdim (Ur 

of the Chaldees) to go into the land of Cam~an, 

and they came unto Haran and d welt there," 2 the 

place thf'y t lJUR removed to was not the celebrated 

town of Harran in Mesopotamia, according to 

tradition, but a recently cliscovered village ncar 

Damascus bearing the s.. .... me name, the errol' 

respecting its position hnving been cnused lIy the 

erroneous ident.ification of "Aram Naharaim," or 

Amm of the Two 'Rivers, that is to Bay, <I ALana 

and Pharpnr. rivers of Damnscns,. with .:Mesopo

tnmin, the country between the two rivers Euphrates 

and Tigris; the expression "Arum Naharaim" ill 

Genesis xxiv. 10 being literally translated H Meso
potamia. .. 

From' Harran, in Amm of t~e 1\ .... 0 River:;. near 

Damascus, Terah's son, Abrahnm. WaS called to go 

into the land of Canaan, whither he was accom· 

panied by his nephew Lot.' Their first station was 

Shechem,· whence they removed to near Bethel, 

I Published by LongmaM & Co., London, 1865. 
I Gen. xi. 31! I Oen. xii. 1-4- Gen. xii. 6. 
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where Abram" builded an altar to the Eternal;" 

and seems to have made a lengthened staf, both 

before and after his journey into the South Country 

(Negeb), aud Mitzrn.im, to which I have now to 

direct particular attention. 
'Ve first read that from Bethel the Patriarch 

"journeyed, going on still towards the south." 

(The Hebrew says, "in going and journeying," 
which does not affect the sense.) "And there was 

a famine in the land; and Abram went down into 

Mitzraim to sojourn there; for the famine was 

grievous in the land."!! Without dwe1ling on 

what occurred in that country, we may go on to 

the following chapter, wherein it is stated, that 

"Abram went· up out of Mitzraim J •••• into 
• 

the soUih;" that is to say, into the H Negeb," or 

south country, through which he had previously 

passed' on his way to Mitzraim; and that he there 

" wellt on hh3 journeys, from the south (Negeb) 

even to Bethel, untQ the place where his tent had 

heen a.t the beginning."t :Now, it is deserving of 

specia.l consideration that the very word U Mitz

mim," which, in the Septuagint Greek version, and 

all other·versions that follow it, is retained as 10 

I Gen. xii. 17. 

s O~n. yi.i. I. 

I Gall. xii. 9. Ie. 

t Gen. l.iii. 3. 
D 
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the original Hebrew in the tenth chttpter of the 

Book 'of Genesis, is hcre, in the twelfth chapter of 

the same Book, traw"latcd "Egypt," gratuitously, 

and roost wrongly, as I cont.cud; for ill the firlit 

mention of the name it would }mve been impossible 

to Ray, alld «Egypt Legat Ludim, and Pathrusim, 

n.nd Cusluhim (out of whom. came PhiIistim);" and 

if so, on what pretence is the Hehrew word" .Mitz

T'~im .. ill the ycry next pnge of the BiLle to be 

tra.nslated U Egypt," alld thus made to npply to 

the country known hy that namc in Profallc 

History? 

III my opiuion, this arbitrary and wlJOlJy un war· 

mntable assumption of the iucntity of the two 

countries, a.nd tlle consequent erroiJeou8 tl" .. 111slation 

of the Hebrew exprcssioll Mitzraim, hils b~n morc 

fraught with mischicf, leading to thc miaundcl'· 

standing of the Scripture history, than any of 

the numerous errors which have' unhappily to 

he bid ut the door of the Septuagint Greek trans

la.tors. 

IndepcndcutJy of this, I would a.~k whether it 

is reasonable to imagine, or is it at all likely. 

that the Patriarch, in his journeys between Bethel 

and the distant western country .. Egypt," would 

have proceeded through the <C Neg9b" or South 
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Country? A ghnce at the map will show that 

this must be answered in the negative. 

If, however, we consider the land of Mitzraim, 

iBto which Abram wellt down from the" South" 

Country, to be in close proximity to that country 

Hlld to tl.e bud of the Philistines, we may without 

llifficulty unot'rstauu Dot merely this portion of the 

S('ripture history. but lihwise those subsequent 

portions ill which" Mitzl'uim " is wrongly traus

bted "Egypt." For example, \Ye read tllat Sarah's 

handmaid, Hagar the " Milzrite," when ill-treated 

by llCr mi<; tres.<;, fled into the wilderness, to the 

\\'t' ll called "lleer-laL;:ti-roi, between Kaucsh and 

n (,l'ed;" I alld thatAbrahalll aftel'wards" joul'll eyed 

froIll th<!uee (Hebron) towards the south country 

(Negcb); and dwelled between Kadesh and ShuI', 

aud soj,fJUrllcd ill Gerar;" 2 that Hagar's son Ish

muel, when driven with her from his fa.ther's house, 

" t1 welt ill the· wilderness of Paran : and his mother 
• 

took him a wife out"of tile land of Mitzrnim ; " • 

and that he find his descendants "dwelt from 

Havilah unto Shur, that is before Mitzmim, 88 

thou goest toward A8Syril~:" 4-from all which 
• 

texts. and from mllny others that might be cited, 

J Gen. 11.:1;. J. I Oen. :u:i. :u. 
, Oeu.XX\'. 18. 
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it certainly uoes :tppet~r that the country of Milz

mim therein Ilamed,- let its precise position and 

its boundaries be what they may,-cun only have 

been in t,he immediate neighbourhood of the lanel 

of the Philistilles aud the South Country. 

But mallY years ago the objection was raised by 

the Inte Dean Milman, when reviewing my work 

" Origines Biblicre," and it has since been rcpe:ttcd 

L) ma.uy others, that the Mitzraim of Scripture 1 

WitS celebrated for its fertile corn-fields, which 

supplied not merely the native Mitzritcs, but also 

their famished neighbours with food. and that this 

could only be Egypt watered by the river Nile; 

and undcr this view the seven year~' famine in 

Mitzraim which Joseph prognostIcated, rtnd 8.a,ga.

ciously provided again fit, is ascribed to the failure 

or insufficiency of the periodical illundat)ons of 

that river. But this argument may be conclusively 

met by that wbich I adduced !Il 'answer to the 

criticism of Dr. Paulus of J cnfl} who, next to Dean 

Milman, WaH my great opponent on this subject; 

namely, that natuml causes operating during seven 

consecutive years at the sources of t.lU\ Nile in 

1 See Quarterly Review for November 1834. y-oJ. lii. pp. SIO, 
Sit. 

t See Heidelberger JahrLl1cher, January 18lS. See allO Reb', 
"Verthl'idigung gegen Herm Dr. Pluha," Leipzig, ,8lS. 
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Abyssinia, or elsewhere in thc interior of Africa, 

could not be connected with the natural causcs 

which produced a famine in the Land of Canaan, 

and in the Of South Country" (Negeb) precisely dur

ing the same period. This objection was, however, 

attempted to be met by Dean Milman's suggestion 

in his If History of the Jews," I that" a long aud 

gencml drought, which would Lurn up thc herbage 

of aU thc pastoral districts of Asia, might likewisc 

diminish that accumuln.tion of waters which, at its 

J'cglilar period, pours down tile cJmlluc1 of the Nile. 

The waters arc collected in the greatest part from 

til{' drninagc of all the high lc\'cls in that region of 

Central Africa where the tropical rains, about the 

I-UIl)Jl1cr !;Olstice,·fall with incessant violence." But 

this suggestion is invalidated by the fact stated in 

my rcr.clltly published pamphlet, II Mount Sinai 

t\ Volcano," p. 19,2 that the tropical winds on 

which the rai~s ip. Central Africa are dependent do 

not cxtcnd to the Jlaatoral districts of Asia; 80 

that, even on the unphilosophical assumption of the 

absolute suspension of those winds throughout the 

tropics during seven consecutive years, acting not 
• 

merely upon the Nile, but upon every other river 

I Milman's HIstory of the Jeft, vol. i. 4th edit., 1866, p. 52 • 
• Publisbed bJ Tinsley Brothers. 1873. 
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throughout the world having its sources within the 

tropi~, a second natural cn,usc, independcnt of Buch 

tropical winds, wouhl ~ti11 bc requisite to produce 

the simultaneous drought within the extra-tl'opical 

rcgiom; of Asia. to which Canaan nnd tbe Negch 

belong. 

Hence I suggested to my German reviewC'r, amI 

I do so now to all who entertain the same opinion, 

that [~ he amI thp-y would doubtless he incredulous 

as to the miraculous coincidence of t,,'o such dis· 

t,inct natural causes, they might, on reflection, he 

inclined to admit that Mitzraim , like CauMll and the 

other districts where the faminC' rngcd during olle 

and the same period, could not have been situate 

within the vaney of the Nile; 'and thn't, conse· 

quently, oue single natural CatlSe, namely. an extra

ordinary continual drought ill all those countries 

at the snme time, with which the inundation of the 

Nile had nothil)g whatf'v{'l' to tlo, ;ould suffice to 

bring about the result recorded in the Scripture 

history, the famine caused by that extensive 

drought having been specially and exclusively pro

vided against in Mitzraim by the miraculous fore

sight and administrative talent of Jose.ph, 

That the Land of the Philistines was a. rich and 

fertile country, possessing vines and olives, and 
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producing corn, 18 shown by the story of Samson/ 

and the fact of its having furnished the Is:dlelites 

with a resource in case of famine is established not 

only by what is narrated of the Shunammite widow, 

who having been forewarned by Elisha of the ap

proaching seven years' famine in the land of Israel, 

" wen t with lier household, and sojourned in the 

land of the Philistines seven years," 2 precisely as, 

eight centuries previously, her ancestor, the Patri

arch Jacob, and his household, bad, under similar 

circumstances, migrated into the conterminous com

growing country of Mitzraim; but yet more by the 

apposite case of the Pa.triarch Isaac, of whom we 

reao, that after his father's death, and whilst he 

"tlwc1t by the well Lahai-roi,'" tI there was a 

famine- ill the land, beside the first famine that was 

in th9 days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto 

Abimelech, king of the Philistines, unto Gerar. And 

the Eternal ~Pfearcd uuto him, and said, Go not 

doum into Mitzru»n; dwell in the land which I 

shall tell thee of. Sojourn in this land .... And 

Isaac dwelt in Gerar:' f From which text it is 

manife3t that even in the time of that patriarch 

the corn·-growing country Philistia was a resource 

against fa~ine. ns it was in the time of the Prophet 
1 Judgea' xv. ~. , :z Kinge ,·iii. I, 2. 

I Oen. uvi. 1-6. 
• Gen. :nv. II. 
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Elisha; and therefore Lhe argument tLat Egypt, 

watered by the Nile, must of necessity have been 

the only coun try that escaped the famine in the 

next generation after Isaac, falls to the ground. 

The further objectiou, that the country which I 

assert to be Mitzraim is at the present dny a dreary 

waste, incapable of supplying ils own wlLuts, not to 

speak of those of the adjoining countries, is surcIy 

not v::did. How mltHy are the once rich, fertile, 

aud populous regions in various parts of the earth, 

of which the conJition has deteriorated quite as 

much as that of the Mitzraim of Scripture! 

The Negeh, or f< South Cuuutry;' ill varticulal·, 

hilS, by the recent explorations of Professor Palmer 

and (the late) Mr. 'l'yrwhitt Drake, beeLl fowlJ 

to be covered with ruins of !Juildillg~ and other 

signs of former prosperity allJ fertility,l which 

entirely belie the notions hitherto cntcrtailled of 

its utter inubility to haye ever. maintained a 

large settled population, or, in fact, any inhabi

tants whatever Leyond thc scanty tribes tLat now 

wander ovcr ita barren surface. The following 

extracts from the U Desert of the Exodus" of the 

former of these two travellers shal1 be eited 'in proof 

of this asaertion. On the road from Ka1aA.b cn 

J See Wilton'," Negeb," p. 61, Londolr, 186). 
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Nakhal to Hebron, in about 30° 20' N. lat., Profes

sor Palmer a3Ys-:-" Descending into Wady LUSaa.n 
itself, we found considerable signs of former cul

tivation; admirably constructed dams stretched 

across the valley, and on the higher slope were long 

low walls of very careful construction, consisting 

of two rows of stones ueautifulIy arranged in a 

Rtraight line, with smaller pebblcs between. One 

of tlIcse was 180 yards long. then came a gap, and 

another wall of 240 yards, at the end of which it 

turned round in a sharp angle. The next was even 

hrger, alJd here the object of the walls was at once 

apparent, as the ellclof,ure was divided into large 

AtCPS or terraces, to regulat<> the irrigation and dis

tri~te the wate~, the edge of each step being care

fully btrilt up with stones. They formed Jfcz4ri, 

or cultjvated patches of ground; and from the art 

displayed in their arrangement, belonged, evidently, 

to a later and- more civilised people than those who 
• 

now inha.bit the country." 1 

Mr. Palmer identifies this spot Lussan with the 

ancient Roman station Lysa, which is mentioned in 

the Peuti'flger Tables as situated forty-eight Roman 
• • 

miles from Eboda or Abdeh. 

He goes ~n to say that the principal reason for 

1 PaluJllr',DetertohbeEIodut, 1871,P.347. 
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assuming Hebron, or more properly \Vady cl KhaHl, 

not to be the Eshkol of Numbers xiii. 23. H appears 

to be the circumstance that Hebron is the most 

southern point of Pa.lestine where grapes ure found, 

and tLat the district is still renowned for them. 

But (says he) it is a noteworthy fact that among 

the most striking characteristics of the Ncgeh art! 

miles of hill-sides and valleys covered with the 

GmaU stone-heaps formed by sweeping together ill 

regular swathes the flints which strew the ground; 

along these grapes were tra.ined, and titey still 

retain the name of 'l'cleilat cl I Anab, (or I grape 

mounds.' Towers simila.r to those whieh adorn 

the vineyards of Pa.lestinc arc also of frequent oc

currence throughout the coulltry.'1 1 And at page 

356.Mr. Palmer says, "The hill-sides arc traversed 

in every direction hy well· constructed pat~s, and 

traces are also visible in the valley of dams and 

other devices for irrigation, all of, Wilich bespeak a 

former state of fertility and industry." A few 

miles farther north the travellers came to the COH

Buence ofW:ldy el 'AiD, W:ldy GlUlcimcb, and WIl<ly 

es Scram; and the Profee.or adds (pp. 357, 358), 
.. At the mouth of Wady el 'Ain the hili·side. are 

covered with paths and wans, and the bed of the 
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wady bas strongly-built dams extending across it, 

and is filled with mezari or sowing-fields, and the 

surrounding hills are covered with innumerable 

stolle remains .... As we proceed northward from 

this point, the mu.rks of former cultivation become 

more and more apparent at every step. The wady

heds are embanked and laid out in fields, and 

dams are thrown across to break the force of, and 

utili"e the water. The hill-sides are covered with 

paths and terraces, anti everywhere there is some 

trace of ingenious industry." And next day he 

describes \Yady Ben~in as "a broad valley, taking 

Its rise in Jebel Magrah, and filled with vegeta

tion; grass, ru.phodel, and' oshej grew in great pro

fU8\01l .• Flowers sprang beneath our feet, immense 

herds Bf cattle were going to and fro between us 

Lo the. wells, and large flocks of well-fed sheep and 

goats were pasturing upon the neighbouring hills. 

Numbf'rs of donkeys, and some horses, the first we 
• 

had seen in the cOllntry. were also feeding there . 

. . . The va.lJey has been enclosed for purposes of 

cultivation, and banked-up terraces (called by the 

Arabs 'ugUm), to stop the force of the seils and 
• spread. the waters over the cultivated ground, 

extend aiOlig the whole length of the wlldy-bed."· 

I PalmerI Desert. of the Exodw, 1871, p. ,361. 
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The following interesting description IS also 

givcn<hy Professor Palmer of the mode in which 

water is obtained from we]Js Bunk in the chalk 

country of Berein. He says ;-" Opposite the 

dowar [or stone circle serving as enclosure for 

cattle] are two deep weHs, built with very solid 

masonry, and surrounded with troughs for water

ing the flocks and herds; onc of them is dry, 

the other still yields good water, and is about 

twenty-five feet deep. Bc.<iides the troughs, there 

are circular trenches, fenccd round with stones, for 

the cattle to drillk from. A man in the airy cos

tume of our first parents was always to be sern 

d1'aU'ing water for the camels, hundreds of which 

were crowding around to drink. W·hen the caT}1c1s 

had finished, the flocks came up ; it was a -curious 

sight to see tIle sheep and goats taking their. torus, 

a few goats going up alJd making way for n few 

sheep, and so on until the whole flock' had finished. 

A little farther on, is thefokiych, n Jarge reservoir, 

with an aqueduct leading down to it from the 

wells. The aqueduct is on the north-cast side of the 

valley; it is well constructed and firmly cemented; 

the channel for the water is about eighte~n inches 

wide and sixteen deep, and built on huge blocks 

of stone, which support it from beJpw and give 
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the propel' level; above it is a row of huge boulders, 

arranged 80 as to protect it from the fa.lling tubris 
a.nd torrents. The fis"'''iyeh, or reservoir, is built of 

rather roughly dressed but squared stones, the 

courses of masonry, which are eight in numLer, 

running with great regularity vertically as well as 

horizontally. It has been originally plastered 011 

the inside with harel cempnt, some of which still 

remains on the walls. Around the top of the walls 

i8 a path some eighteen inches wide, 

this are two morc courses of masonry. 

outside the tank has been piled up 

and above 

The earth 

to within 

three feet of the top, and the remains of buttresses 

are still to be seen around it." I 'Vritiug of the 

people "r Hanein (p. 365), he add.: "There 

exists an old tradition among them that, 'should 

a seil Jflood or torrent] once eome down WMy 

Ranein, there would be an end to all prosperity 

in the land:-. . . The tradition evidently dates 

from ancient til~cs,. and alludes to the admirable 

art with which the valley is dammed up, or rather 

laid out in terraces with strong embankments; 

these would make it simply impossible fOf any 

flood to -rush through the valley, and would distri

bute the waters of a torrent equally over the SUf-

I P.!mer'1J Deaert N the &odua, p. 362. 
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faces of the cultivated terraces, instead of : ~lIowiDg 

them'to rush unimpeded dowu to the sea, as they 

would do in other valleys unprotected by SUell nrt." 

All tbe vaUeys here mentioned [Ire tributaries of 

the great Nakhal lIfitzl'di1ll (or Nal.ml), the \V.wy 

eI KeLir ("Quadalquiver "), or great stream of 

Mitzraim, 1iOW known as the Wady el 'Al'i",h. 

Professol' Palmer goes Oll to sa.y, that ill two hour~ 

,UlU ten minutes from Herein they reached EI 'Aujd" 

where they encamped, a little ahove \\'uely Halleiu, 

in a.bout 3et' 50' north latitude', fl.ud heiug sti ll 

aLont forty geographical miles south of Hchl'Oll, 

and twenty-five miles north of Becr:)heu..'l.. " Now 

all is desert, though the immellse numbers of walls 

a nd terraces show how extensively cultivtLted, the 

valley must once have been. Arab tradition, which 

calls 'Vady Hanein a • valJey of gardens: ,is ' Ull

doubtedly true for many of those large, fla t, 

strollgly-embankcd terrac('s must have been ouce 

planted with fruit-trees, nlld others have ocell luid 

out in kitchen-gardens: this would stil1 lea.ve many 

miles for the cultivation of grain." 1 

My own experience too, in my passage across 

tbe desert, between tbe head. of the Gulf. of Akaba 

and Suez, has convinced me that the deStruction of 

1 P.lmer'. Desert of the Exodnt, p. JP6. 



WADY EL 'ARiSH. 

the trees which once were planted there, and the 

consequent aridity of the country has reduced-it to 

the miserable condition in which it now is. 

The time was when the Nakhal Mitzraim, the 

Brook of Mitzraim,l-not the" River of Egypt," as 

it is so ClTOllcously translated, and now known as 

the 'Vady el 'Arl$h,-was, as were once the Paglionc 

of Nice, the Po, the Arno. th"} Tiber, the Sebeto, and 

most of the ItaIiau rivcrs, a full perennial stream, 

instead of heing. as it now is, a dry river-bed, except 

at the momentary period whell it is an impetuous 

torrent carrying away every atom of good produc

tive soil, and overwhelming and destroying every

thing it meeLs with in its headlong course. 

In thus speaKing of the WMy el 'Ari'ih, or 
• 

Nllkhal Mitzraim, I wish it to be understood that 

this wddy, or one of its bmnchcs, a.nd not the Nile 
• 

of Egypt, is the Y e61' of the Biblical Mitzraim, 011 

the brink of wnich the infant Moses wa.s exposed,l 

n.od the water of ~vhi~h was turned into blood J hy 

the deliverer of the lsmelites. 

That the Hehrew expression "Ye6r" cannot mean 

the Nile may be proved by twofold arguments. In 
the Brst place, it is the Euphrates that is styled 

1 In" Origines Biblice," p . .a86, I conjectured t.hit to have been 
the W6dy Obaua, the Dluch amallu ..... &tty ntU" Oua. • 

• Ez ....... 
"'4. 11. 3· • E.tod. vii. 19-


