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m the Pentateuch "the great river" (KaT' EEOX'1"')' 

w1li& it would not Lave been had the much 

larger river, the Nile of Egypt, been known to 

the Israelites; amI secoJldly, we find it stated lD 

the account of the first of the "plagues of Mitz

mim" that" the Eternal spake Ullto Moses, Say 

uuto Aaron, 'fake thy rod , alld stretch out thille 

hand upon the waters of Mitzraim, upon their 

"'treams (1iaharotlulrn). UpUll their river (yeore/iiJm), 

and upon their ponds (agmehem), and upon all theil' 

pools (milcveh merneMm) of water, that they may 

become blood;" 1 when, if the words" 11char6th," 

.. yeorim," "agammfm," ant! .. mikvch mayim," be 

considered (which it would seem they ought to be) 

as placed in the order of their reltttive importance, 

it would result that the" yeor" must he lookf'd 

upon as being of an inferior character to the 

.. nahar ;" and seeing that "nahar" is from its 

derivation a stream or natural river of flowing 

water-from nahar, .. to flo\l{ "-'it is not unlikely 

that .. ye6r" may. in contradiction to .. naluir." 

mean an artificial watercourse, a canal, as ap¥ 

parently it does in Job xxviii. 10. Or it may 

mean a f01tntain. or perhaps even a' wady or 

"winter-brook." At all events, 8.8 there were Beveral 

I E:a:od. vii. 19. 
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yeors (yeoriro) in Mitzmim and elsewhere, and the 

CXpICBsion ye6r is subordinate to nahar:-the 
« IJahr " of the Arabs, the H ycor OJ of Exodus, cao

llOt under any circumstances be their Bahr en Nil 

-the river Nile, which, in the estimation of the 

natives of Egypt, Loth ancient and modern, is 

without its equal in the whole world. 

On an impartial consideration of the whole sub

ject, it appears to he certain that the country in 

whICh the yeo'!" of Mitzraim I wus situa~d was alto

gether beyond the reach of the Nilotic inundations, 

not merely on account of its total unfitness for the 

prl'mancnt pasture of the flocks ana herds of the 

israelites, had it been sul.jcct to be periodically 

ovcrflo\\'t!d, but a.u,o from the circumstance that had 

it been-exposed to thesc inundations. tho descrip

tion g~ven of it in the Penta.teuch, and the marked 

diRtinctioll made bctwccn Mitzraim and the Land of 

Canaan, would ~e totally inapplicable, The words 

arc, "For the land, whithcr thou gocst in to possess 

it, is not as the land of l\1itzraim. from whence ye 

came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and wateredst 

z't with thy foot. as a garden of herbs: but the land. 

whither ye go to possess it. is A land of hills ADd 

valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of heaven : 

a land which the Eternal thy God careth for· .. ,_ • • 
I ~ Originea Biblielll. pp, 288, 289- • Deut, d. 10-12 . 

• 
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from which declaration it is manifest that the grand 

distint!tion between the Promised Land and the 

country of Mitzraim, as regarded tho productions of 

Na.tuTC, was, that in the former country vegetation 

was produced by natural means, that is to say, by 

"the mill from heaven," whereas in the latter it 

was principally by artificial irrigation,-by the 

, wateriJJg with the foot '-that the abundant har

vests were producfld which caused Mitzraim to be 

a place of refuge for the pastoral people of the 

regions to the north-cast, in the time of scarcity to 

which they were so often subject from a deficiency 

of water in their own country. 

The discussion of the subject of the Yam Suf. or 
Red Sea, which I consider to be tHe Sea of Edom, 

• 
or Gulf of AkaLa, and not the Gulf of Suez,l had 

better 1e deferred till I come to treat of my voyage 
• 

up that sea in the steamer" Erin," so kindly placed 

at my disposal for that purpose by his Highness the 

Khedive of Egypt. 

The way being otherwise thus cleared, we may 

proceed to the consideration of the true position of 

Mount Sinai. 

From what has been said in the preceding 

1 See Origine. Bibliee, pp. 176-182; GIRO Dr. Deke's "Mount 
Sinai a Volcano," p. 8, pUbliijhed IB73. 
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chapter, it is manifest that there is no tradition 

respecting tho position of Mount Sinai on \vhieh 

the slightest dependence can be placed, unless 

indeed the statemeuts of the Apostle Paul and the 

historian Josephus, alrea.dy cited, be accepted as 

indications of the survival to their days of the 

knowledge that that mountain was situated within 

the Arabian country of Midian on the cast side of 

the valley of the Jordan, antI ita continuation to 

the Gulf of Akaba, known as the Gbor and \Vady 

Arabah; and that the Billliettl Ltl.llll of Midian was 

part of the" East Country" inhabited by the de~ 

scendants of the Patriarch Abraham by Keturah ,

that is to say, the country lying to the cast of 

Jor~an.....Lis a truism that scarcely stands in need of 

proof. ·The position of Midian is thus stated in 

"Origines Biblicre :" ~-" It is known that the dis

trict immediately to the eastward of the Dead Sea 

and of the J~rd~n was possessed by the lIoabites 

and Ammonites, the descendants of Lot; and as the 

situation of the country of the Keturites was also 

east of Jordan, these latter people, of whom the 

Midianitcs were n. principal branch, muat--so fo.r 

as they spread themselves BOuthward.-necessarily 

ha.ve had their territory at the front, or to the east 

I Gen. nv. 1-5. I 0rigint)8 BiblielB, p. 190. 



68 DISCOVERY OF MOUNT SINAI. 

of the country of the children of Moab and Ammon. 

In th..ts extending themselves ovcr the great Syri:\11 

Desert, as far, probably, as • the gre.'l.t ri ver, the 

river Euphrates,' the possessions of these descen

dants of Abraham by Ketumh would htwe a.p

proached those of the children of Ishmael, who 

'dwelt from Htwilah unto Shul', that is Lefore 

Mitzraim, as thou gOf~st toward Assyria;' 1 Ilnd M 

these two people were of common origin, we can 

have no difficulty in conceiving that the Midiallitcs 

may have become 80 intermixed and even amalga

ma.ted with the Ishmaelites, as to have occnsioncd 

the two races frequently to be eonsidC'roo :tS one 

people. That such was actual1y the case is, imlecd, 

evident from the fact, tlmt tIlC names of theS(' two 

people, the Ishmaclites and the 1I1idianiws, nrc in 

two instanceR used in Scripture as cOllyertihle 

terms; the oue instance being where the < com

panyof Ishmeelites,' tu whom Joseph was sold lIy 

his brethren, arc in the same pass~gc also described 

as • Midianites,' • merchant-men;'2 and the otht'r 

occurring where the Midianites, under ZeLah and 

Zalmunna, who were conquered by Gideon, tlI'C 

mentioned as wearing 'golden car-rings: because 

they were Ishmaelites,' 3 that is to say, :Alidinnitcs." 

I Oen. %.:Iv. 18. I Olin. nniL 25-28. a }uuge8 viii. 12-24. 
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[In support of this hypothesis, I would venture 

to draw attention to our friend, Captain Ri~hard 
Burton's recent discoveries in Midian. I think I 
may evidence, as a remarkable confirmation of Dr. 

Beke's conclusion, the fact that Captain Burton haa 
fouod gold there. Following in the footsteps of my 

lamented husband, he made an expedition at the 

commcncement of last year (1877) to the Land of 

Midiau, on the CMt side of the Gulf of Akaba (which 

is under the viceregal rule of the Kh6dive of Egypt) ; 

that he landed at Moilah, on the eust coast of the 

Arabian Gulf (erroncously called" Red Sea "), at 

the entrance to the Gulf of Akaba, or "Red Sea;" 

that thence be proceeded to Aiuunah, a place a 
• 

little farther north-of which a description is given 

by Dr. 'Beke in chapter vii.; and here commenced 

those Ilxplorations which resulted in the following 

ll.nnounecment ill the" Times" of the 14th May 
• 

187 7 :-"From ].fakna, i.e., Midian (.Mugna of the 

maps), the capital <1f the Land of Midian/ up to 

Akaba, at the head of the gulf, Captain Burton 

reports the country as auriferous, and he believes 

the district southwards as far as Gebel Hassani-a 
• 

mountain ~ell known to geographers-to possess 

the same character. He even goes so far as to Bay 

I Foroillustration of Midian, see chapter vii. 
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he has brought back to life an ancient California." 

It is further reported by Captain Burton that the 

country abounds in curious wadies ; that the coast is 

divided from the interior by a range of granite and 

porphyry mountains running about parallel with 

the sea; but W[Lter has worn its way as usual, and 

these gorges, each with its mountain torrent, occur 

nt frequent intervnls.. They nrc bnrren rocky plnees, 

with no possibility of much culture, and yet they 

all bea1' signs of abundant population in times gone 

by. Large towns, built not of mud, as Arab towns 

often nrc, 'but of solid masonry, such as the Romans 

alW:lYs used; roads cut in the rock, aqueducts five 

miles long, remains of massive fortresses, artificial 

lakes-all signs of wealth. That the rock~ arc full 

of mineral wealth. Gold and silver he found in 

great quantities-the quartz and chJorites oc~uITing 

with gold in them just as they arc fou,nd in the gold 

districts of South America; evide!lces of turquoise 

mines; and abundance of capper, antimony, and, 

indeed, of all the metals mentioned in the Books of 

Numbers and in Judges. ThuB affording a most 

remarkable confirmation of the truth of the Holy 

Record, that, H among the spoils brou&ht< from the 

Land of Midi.n (Numb. xxxi. 22,50-54) were gold, 

silver, brass, tin, iron, lead, and jewels;" and in 
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another expedition (Judges viii, 24-27) tha.t the 

quantity of gold taken was so great that" Gideon 

made an ephod thereof, a.nd put it in his city," It is 

a curious fact (says a correspondent of the" Times," 

I 2th November 1877) that these mines were known 

to the ancients so long ago as the time of Ramses 

III., whose cartouche is inscribed on the Needle 

which has just been brought to England. In the 

Harris Papyrus, in the British Museum, the follow

ing pn.ssa.ge occurs (and is given from the translation 

of the hieroglyphics) ;-" I, Rnmses, have sent my 

commissioners to the land Akaba, to the great 

mines of coppers and others there, and their ships 

were loaded with coppers and others (the men) 

m~rching on tlieir asses. Nobody had heard since 

the olsen kings that one had fonnd these mines. 

The ~gocs were copper. The cargoes were by 

myriads; for their ships which went from there to 

Egypt arrived happily, Discharge was made accord

ing to order under the pavilion of brick of the Kings 

of Thebes of the copper, numerous as frogs in the 

marsh, in quolity equnl to gold of the third degree, 

admired by the world as a marvellous thing," 

From what has been so far related, it may' with

out doubt 'be concluded that the Midian, which Dr. 

Beke discovered in 1874 on the east side of the • 
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Gulf of Akaba, is the Midian of Moses's fathcr*in* 

law, l ethro, the priest of Midian, Dr. Bckc hav

ing identified" Moses's Place of Pra.yer" at Midian 

(Mugua of the maps) with the" Encampment by 

the Rcd Sea of the Israelites," and Marghnm 

Sho'eiL, or "Jethro's Cave" (distant holf a day's 

jOUl1lcy), also with tllC "Elim " of the Exodus. 

Apart then from the interest generally felt in 

Cuptaill BurtOll'S explomtioDfi now being made in 

search of gold, those who are interesteu in the far 

more momentous Biblical subject, will look, 3S 1 

do, with the deepest anxiety for the particula.rs 

which this learned and experienced travellcr can so 

ably, and indeeu better than anyone c1se, furni"h 

us with, of this hitherto little known and uDexplq,red 

Coulltry.l-En.] 

The convertibility of the two tcrms " Midi<p1itcs" 

and" Ishmaelites" is similar to that at the pre* 

sent day of Britons and EnglishmC'n,-Gauls and 

Frenchmen. The Ishmaelites,llOwever, would ap

pear to have stretched themseh'es out farther to 

the south and east than the Midianites. namely, 

towards Havilah. which in Genesis x. 28, 29. is 

joined with Sheba and Ophir. these three countries 

having been all noted for the gold ~hich they 

I See Capt Burton', {ortheomins work. "The Gold ~inee of Midian." 
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supplied; and hence it was that the Ishma.elites 

obtained the" golden earrings" which they were 

accustomed to wear. I 

Some curious information bearing immediawly 

on this subject was communicated by the Rev. 

George ",Villiams to the Section of Geography 

and Ethnology, at the Cambridge Meeting of the 

British Association, Oll October 7. 1862, and re

corded by me ill ,. A Few 'Vords with Bishop 

Colenso;'" on the subject of thc Exodus of the 

Isruelites and the position of Mount Sinai, pub

lished shortly afterwards. It was to the effect, that 

there is a tribe of Ara.bs inhabiting a portion of the 

Ara.bian Desert, east of the Ghor-that is to au.y, 
• 

ill tl.l£ direction of the ancicnt land of ],iidian-who 

are dcsctibed as being much superior to the ordi

nary Beuouins, and in several rcapccts very different 

from them.' They profess the Israelitish religion, 
• 

and declare thcms~lves to be Iahmaclitcs descended 

from the Rechabites,"l the children of the Renite, 

Moses's father-in-law,'" affirming that they dwelt 

in the original country of their forefathers. A 

I The poe.itton of Ophir is di8eu~ in .. Origiuea Bibliem," pp. 
\12-116, and in .~ Tbe SOllreea of tbe Nile," pp. 60-65. 

1 Publiahed by Williams &: Nozgate, 1862, p. II. 

1 Did not Captain Burton meet with them OD his joumey to 
Meoea T t Judges i. J6, iv. II. 
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peculiarity of this relation, which was at that time, 

as it'is now, my motive fOf directing attention to it, 

is, that these Bedouins nrc said to claim to be both 

Ishmaeiitcs and Rechabites (that is, " Midianitcs "), 

the two descents being adopted by them apparcntly 

without any distinction; in which fact we have a 

pertinent illustration of the two texts of Scripture 

n.dvcrted to above. 

The situation of the country of the Mitlianitcs 

being thus approxiroative1y determined, even if 

not absolutely defined, if we now turn to the 

second chapter of Exodus, we there read that, 

c< Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt 

in the land of .AEdian," I that is to say, in this 

U Eust Country," the only country that e~er rightly 

bore that name. The placing of the lfidian into 

which Moses fled within the mountainou,s region 

on the west side of the Gulf of Akaha, where it is 

actually to the B<>uth of the ~egeb, or "South 

Country," 2 and thus making it appear that there 

were at one and the same time two countries of one 

and the same name on the two opposite sides of 

the Gulf of Akaba, or Red Sea, is one of the ab

surdities which have been caused by the exigencies 

of the Egyptian tradition, which had placed Mount 

I E1od. ii. IS. I f Gen. :n. I. 



THE" EAST COUNTRY." 75 

Sinai within the PCllinsula on the west side of that 

Gulf. 

'Ve further read that whilst dwelling in this 

land of !fidian in the "East Country," "Moses 

kept the Hoek of Jethro, his father-in-law, the 

priest of Midian; and he led the floek to the back 

side of the desert/II-as the expression is usually 

rendered; but. as it should be translated in its pro

per geographical sense,' "to the west of the desert," 

-and he there "crone to the Mount of God, 

Horeb/' '\\'hich mountain, consequently, as regards 

the direction from the dwelling of Jethro in Midian, 

whence Moses had led the sheep, would be on that 

aide of the desert which is nearest to Mitzraim, or 
• 

between his country and l\lidian. 

After "the command given to Moses to return to 

l\1itzraipl, he first" went and returned to Jethro, 

hiS father-in-Ia.w," S in Midian, to acquaint him 
• 

with his intendep. departure, and then he "took 

his wife and his son8, and set them upon an ll.Se, 

and he returned to the land of Mitzraim. t'. And 

we further read that the Eternal, agreeably to the 

I E:rod. ii. I. 

t The Hebre!'fJ UpreBII" east," .. west.," "nort.h," and "lOUth," 
by "before,.. "behind," " left," and "right" according to their bear
ing from the position or a man ""hoat £ace is turned towam the 
riaing lun. a Exod. iv. 18. f Exod. iv. 20. 
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word which He spake to :Moses at Horeb, said to 

Aaro~, "Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. 

And he went, and met him in the Mount of GoJ." I 

The fact here undeniably estl1blished is that Moses, 

on his road from MiJian into Mitzraim, encountered 

Aaron, who WM coming out of the latter country 

to meet bim, and that the place where the brothers 

met was "the Mount of God," the identical place 

.. to the west side of the desert," where the Ekrnnl 

had previously appeared to Moses " in a flame of 

fire out of the midst of a bush." 2 

In the absence of all reasons to the contrary, we 

arc justified, therefore, in assuming-if indeed we 

are not bound to conclude-that the road which 
• 

WaR taken by Moses on his return to Mitz'raimt and 

on which he was thus met by Aaron, was the usual 

and direct road between the two countries.; for on 

no other road would they hnve had a chance of 
• 

encountering one another witho\lt a spf'eial direc

tion from the Almighty as td the course they were 

each to tnke; and that no such direction waa given 

is to be inferred from the words of God unto 

Moses, having been, simply, "Is not Aaron the 
• 

Levite thy brothed ... Behold, he .cometh forth 

to meet thee.'" ('A)Dsequently it is in the direction 

I E.lod. iv. 27. I Exod. iii. 2. ~,Exod. iv. 14-
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of this highroad between l\litzraim and Midian that 

we have to look for the precise position of -" the 

.Mount of God." 

It may be well here to touch briefly on the ques

tion as to whether" Horeb, the Mount of God," is 

the same as " Mount Sinai" on which the Law was 

delivered-not that any real difficulty on tllia point 

presents itself to my OWll mind, but because of the 

idea entcrtaineLl by many persons that the two must 

be different, inasmuch as the monkish tradition, 

which makes J ebel Musa to be Sinai, regards as 

Horcb the rock projecting into the plain of Rahab, 

known as Ras Sufs3feh. But the utter worthless

ness of the tradition having bef.'ll shown, any argu· 
• 

mont baled on that tradition alone cannot but be 

equally valueless. As far ns: the Scripture DltJ'l'll' 

tive is .concerned, Sinai and Horeb appear to be 

synonymous and interchangeable designations of 
• 

the srune Holy ~lacc. In the words of Jerome, 

.. Mihi autem vitIetnr quod duplice nomine mons 

nunc Sina, nunc Choreb vocetur." I 

The country to the east of the meridian of the 

Jordan and of the Gulf of Akaba. in which Mount 
• Sinai is thus .shown to be situated, is so little known, 

th&.t allY attempt to fix with precision the position 

• De Situ et Nominibua, 191. 
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of the spot where the Almighty spake with His 

servant Moses in the sight of the Children of Israel, 

must, without precise local information, be hardly 

better tha.n mere specula.tion. 

For forty years past, since I published" Origines 

Biblicre," I have from time to time speculated on 

the subject in various puLlications, of which tho 

principal ones arc noted nt foot; the last of them, 

namely, the pamphlet "Mount Sinai a Volcano,'" 

having been the immediate cause of the journey 

which I undertook towards the close of last year 

(1873). with a view to ver.ify the conclusioDs 

nt which I had arrived in that pamphlet. 'Vhat 

success has a.ttended my attempt will be narrated 
< 

in chapters vii. and viii. 

1" Mount Sinai a Volcano," published Ly Tinsley Brotbet'8, 
1873. "A Few Worda ",ith Billbop Colenso,~ publisbed bi' Williams 
& Norgat.e., 1862. "On tbe Loc.alities of Hol't'h, Mount Sinai, Mol 
MiJian," published in the" British Mngaziue," vol. vii., June .835 . 
.. Ou the Wanderingll of the IlIflleliecs ill tlie Desert," "Asiatic 
J OIlmal," May . 838. "011 tbll Pas8l\b'e c( the Red Sea by tllC 
Israelites,"" .Asiatic J ournal," \'01. xxvi., May 1838. .. The Idol in 
Horeb," Tinsley Brothers, 1871. Mra. Heke's "Jacob's Fligllt," 
LongUlana & Co., 1865, &c. 
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CHA.PTER III.' 

THE DYNASTfES OF )IANETBO, AND EsrECIll.LY TTIOSE OJ' TOE 

SHEPHERD KINGi:I. OR HITZRITEB. 

IT is said that about the middle of the third cen

tury before the commencement of the Christian era, 

Manetho, the High Priest of the Temple of Isis at 

Sebennytris. in Lower Egypt, was commanded by 

Ptolemy Philadelphus, the second sovereign of the 

Greek Dynasty of the Lagidre, to compose in the 

Greek language a history of his native country 
• from.the emered records . 

• 
The Egyptian scribe is represented as being versed 

in Greek not less than in Egyptian lore, which 
• 

might well be the case, seeing the intercourse that 

had existed between Greece and Egypt during the 

four centuries wbi~h had elapsed since the accession 

of Psammitichus in 665 B.c. As instances of this, 

and also to serve as landmarks of the interchange 

of ideas that must necessarily ha.ve taken place 

between tfle two nations during that long interval. 

it may be mentioned that Solon visited Egypt m 

• Written by the 1at.t Dr. Deb., June 12, 1814. 
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558 B.C., Thales in 548 B.C., Heca.treus in 520-475 

B.c.:Pythagoras in 498, and Herodotus in 413 B.C. 

It has long been the habit to attribute to the 

Egyptians an amount of wisdom far exceeding that 

of any other nations of antiquity, in support of 

which notion is also the statement io I Kings iv. 30, 

that H Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of 

all the chihlren of the east country, and all the 

wisJulli of l\iitzraim ; " but this, in the first place, is 

founded on the ae-sumption that « Mitzraim " meaus 

"Egypt," which I deny; and secondly, this wisdom 

of one man is placed in juxtn.positioll v.;'th the 

" wisdom of the children of the east country," and 

with that of the learned men named in tIle foIlow + 

iug verse.1 

Ethan the 

, 
" For he was wiser than all {nen ~ than 

Ezrahite, and Heman, and ChtJcol. and 

Dn.rda, the aons of MaLol: aod his fam~ was ill 

all nations round about;" so that ~n reality it J1M 

DO specific application. That all inquisitive tra-
• 

veller like Herodotus should call the Egyptians" by 

far the best-instructed peoplc with whom he had 

become acquainted, since they, of all men, store up 

most for recollection," t is just such a remark as an 

European tra.veller of the present da¥ I~.ight make 

with respect to the Hindoos or Chinese. 

I I Kings iv. 31. t Herodot\lS, lib. ii. &ei:t. 77. 
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And on th~ other hand, we may well imagine & 

native of the Celestial Empire to address an 4t out-. 

side barbarian" in words similar to those in which, 

8.8 Plato tells us, the priests of Sais apostrophised 

one of the seven sages of Greece: " 0 Solon, Solon t 

you Greeks are but children; ill Greece there does 

not exist an old man," I may even appeal to my 

own experience ill AbyssinJa, where the longer I 

resided, and the more I became acquainted with 

the language, and the manners, and customs of the 

people. the more learned and intelligent I was con· 

sidered to be; so that had I remained long enough 

among those semi-barbarians, I might eventually 

have expected to be complimented on my baving 
• 

be~me dB wise as themselves. 

Alld :yet, nO'twithstandiug this self-conceit, the 

sure sign of real ignorance, we may rest assured 

that, like 8S the Europeans in Indi~ China, and 
Abyssinia, the Greeks imported into Egypt fur . 
more real knowledge than they acquired from the 

natives of that country. 

'Vithout raising any question as to the authen.· 

ticity of the story of Manetbo, which is, however, 

similar t<f the apocrypbal tale of the origin of the 

Greek version of the Old Testameut, said to have 

been in like manDer m:>de by ordcr of Ptolemy 
F 
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Philadelphu8, by seventy ~ two learned Jews of 

Alexandria, it has to be remarked that lists of the 

Sovereigns of Egypt must have existed long before 

the time of the Ptolcmies. Herodotus, who visited 

that country more than a century and & half be· 

fore the date attributed to Manetho, relates that :

«'Vhen the part cut off had Leen made firm land 

by this Meucs, who was first h'ng, he in the first 

'place built on it the city that is now call,...d Mem· 

phis. ... In the next plnec, they "date that he 

built in it the Temple of Vulcan .... After this tlJe 

priests enumerated from a. book the names of three 

hundred and thirty other kings. In 80 many 

generations of men, there wcre eighteen Ethiopians 

and one native queen, the rest ~'ere Egyptians."l 

And he goes on to say: 2 "Thus much of the 

account the Egyptians and the priests , related, 

showing that from the first king to this priest of 

Vulcan who L'lBt reigned, were three hundred forty 

and one gener~tions of men; 'and during these 

generations, there were the sawe number of chief 

priests and kings. Now, three hundred generations 

are equal to ten thousand years, for three gene

rations of men are one hundred yean(: and the 

forty.one remaining generations that were over the 

I Cary'. Traul11I'ion or Herodot.ull, Euterpe, 99, 100. 

J Ihid., '42, 14). 
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three hundrecl, make one thousand three hundred 

and forty years . . . In former time, the priests of 

Jupiter did to Hecatreus the historian, when he 

was tracing his own genealogy, ruld connecting his 

family with a god in the sixteenth degree, the same 

as they did to me, though I did not trace my gene· 

alogy. Conducting me into the interior of an edifice 

that wn.s spacious. and showing me wooden colossuses 

to the Dumber I have mentioned, they reckoned them 

up; for every high priest places an image of him

self there during his lifetime; the priests, therefore. 

reckoning them nnd showing them to me. pointed 

out that each was the son of his own fa.ther; going 

through them al\. from tile image of him that died 

last; untn they had pointed them all out." 

Though Josephus tells us tha.t Manetho H finds 

great fitult with Herodotus for his ignorance and 

false relntions of EgJI)tinn affairs," I which, with the 
• 

faith I have in the truthfulness of the HaJicarnae-
• 

sian traveller, and tbe little reliance I have on the 

statements of the "veracious" Jewish historian, and 
the Egyptian annalist, I am inclined to accept as a 

testimonial in favour of Herodotus. 

This JJ.e~ed work of Manetho has not come down 

to our day.: it did Dot even exist in the time of 

tho Jewish historian Joeephus. but is conjectured 
I Contra ApiOllI lib. l Co ... 
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to have perished when the grea.t Alexandrian , 
Library, founded by the same Ptolemy, was de· 

strayed by fire, .. in the forty-seventh year before 

Christ." But fragment,"! of it have heen preserved 

by Josephus and others, and Jists of the Sovereigns 

of Egypt from the time of Menes, said to be copied 

from Manetho, and probably obtained from other 

sources, likewise are found in the writings of Bub

lSetJ.ueut authors, of whom the most famous arc 

Eusebius, Bishop of Cres..u-ca, in the fourth century 

of our era, and the Byzantine monk, Georgins 

Syncellus, who lived five centuries later, and from 

whose work we possess the fullest list of thE:: various 

dynasties of the sovereigns of Egypt according to 

Manetho, which he professes to have talen from 

the works of Julius Apccanus, Bishop of Emmmus 

or Nicopolis, in Judma, who :flourished in th~ begin· 

Ding of the third century, A.D. 250, or nearly five 

centuries after Manetho himself. 

Whatever questions may have existed formerly 

as to the genuineness of these Manetho dynasties, 

or as to whether BOrne of them at least ought not 

to be considered na contemporaneous, like those of 

tOO kings of our Saxon Heptarchy. theseM&netbo

Die dYD .. ties are .t the p"""",t day accepted hy 

moot ~tologiBts .. autbentic lists of ODe cooae

cutivc aeries of Sovereign..s, who go~med that coun· 
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try from the remotest period of history; the date 

of the accession of the earliest king, Menes, 1.>eing 

placed by Bunsen in 3059 B.C., by Lepsius in 3893 

B,C., and by Mariette in 500S B.C.; and the authen

ticity of these lists, notwithstanding these manifest 

discrepancies respecting their commencement, is 

affirmed to be established by the testimony of the 

hieroglyphical inscriptions on the monumental 

remains of Egypt, as deciphered according to the 

system of Champollion. 

Nevertheless, it is a singular fact, which does not 

appear to have received the attention that it so 

justly deserves, that those hieroglypbical inscrip

tions, as hitherto interpreted, are far from agreeing 
• 

wit\l, ana 80 confirming, the Mn.ncthonic lists. This 

is what Mariette Bey himself says on the subject 

in his, vnluable little work, "ApeIYu de l'Histoire 

d'Egypte,", published in 1872: from which I think 

it right to m8ke the following extract. Speaking 

of the principal'monuments possessing a general 
historic interest, that learned Egyptologist can

didly states that they are as follows :-

" The first is a papyrus preserved in the Turin 

Museum: to which it _ sold by M. Drovett~ 

Consul·GenOraI for France. Were tbis papyrus in

I AluUldria, l1ou~. &; Co'l 3d edit .. 1872, p. 126. 
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tact, Egyptology would not possess a more precious 

monument; for it contnins 0. list of all the mythical 

nnd historical personages who have reigned over 

Egypt from the fabulous ages down to a period 

which we cannot estimate because we do not 

possesR the latter portion of the papyrus. This 

Jist, which 'wns composed during the reign of 

ltnmscs II., one of the best epochs of Egyptian 

history, Lms all the signs of an official document; 

and it would be of the greatest assistance to U8, 

inasmuch as each royal name is followed by the 

length of his reign, and at the end of each dynasty 

is iuscrtcd the total number of ),C:lr8 during which 

that dynasty Lad. governpd the affairs of Egypt. 

Unfortunately the carelessness of ' the fellah'i Y'ho 
discovered the • Royal PapY1"1.J.S of Turin,' aud thc 

still gre:lter carelessness of those who forwa~ded it 

to Europe, have dealt it the most fatal blow, and 

this inestimable treasure, from its' having thus 

passed through unskilful hands, n~w only exists in 

minute fragments (164 in number), which for the 

most part it is impossible to put together. Incom

parable in value as it would be were it entire. the 

Turin papyrus bas thus lost all credit, And it is 

saldom rdetted to in works treating of E..ryptology. 

U z. Anc..ther preciolls monument WItS removed 
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from tLe Temple of Karnak by M. Prisee and pre

sented to the Imperial Library of Paris. 'This 
monument consists of & small chamber. on the 

walls of which is represented Thtitmis III. making 

offerings before the images of sixty-one of his pre

decessors; whence it is called the' Hall of the An

cestors' (Salle des Ancetres). But here we have 

not to do with a regular uninterrupted series; the 

monarch has made a choice from among his pre

decessors, nnd to them alone be pays homage. 

But what if; the reason for this choice 1 At first 

sight, then, the Hall of the Ancestors can only be 

regarded as an extract from the royal lists of 

Egypt. The person who has composed this list, 
frolQ motiYe8 wbich we cannot fathom, has ta.ken 

• 
here and there some names of kings, sometimes 

accepting an entire dynasty, at other times alto-
• 

gether passing over long periods. It baa further 

to be remarked that the artist to whom was confided 

the embel1iehment of the chamber hOB executed 

Lis work from au artistic point of view, without 

cnring to place his figures in strictly chronological 

order. And in the last place. it must be mentioned 

tha.t eome lamentable mutilatioDs-twelve Da.mes of 

kings are wanting-have partially deprived tho 
Paris Jist of ita importance. Hence it results tha.t 
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the Hall of the Ancestors does not afford to science 

all the assistance we had seemingly a right to expect 

from it. It has however rendered us the service of 

determining more precisely than any other list the 

namcs borne by the kings of the thirteenth dynasty . 

.. 3. The Monument called the Table of A bydos 

has to be added to the series we are now enume~ 

rating. As is indicated by its name, this monu~ 
ment comes from Abydos, whence it was taken by 
M. Mimaut, Consul-General of France, and it is 

now among the treasures preserved in the British 

Museum. 

" In the whole archlOOlogy of Egypt there is per~ 

baps no monument more celebrated and yet so little 

deserving its reputation. It is here. Rft.mse~ II. 

,.ho is paying homage to his ancestors. Originally 

the roynl cartQuches (not including those of the , 
dedicator himself which are repeated twenty-eight 

times). were fifty in number, of which there only 

remain thirty, more or less complete. Then, the 

Table of Abyd08, like the Hall of the Ancestors, 

offers us a list which is the result of a choice in
spired by motives unknown to us. There is also 

another cause which detracts from the scientific value 

which the Table of A bydos might otherWise po.ssess : 

"'e have not its commencement. After the eight· 
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eenth dynasty, this list passes without tra.nsition to 

the twelfth; but to what dynasty are we to abeh 

the fourteen unknown cartouehea which the monu· 

ment places above the twelfth 1 Do they belong 

to the most ancient royal families, or are they to be 

used for fiiling up a portion of the monumental 

break (vide) which we find between the sixth and 
the eleventh 1 Consequently the Table of Abyd08 
is not one of those authorities, such 88 the Papyrus 

of Turin might have been, which scrve to lay a 

solid foundatioDMstone for science. No doubt when 

Egyptology was in its infancy it aided Champollion 
in his classification of the kings of the eighteenth 

dynasty. Later on it served Lepsius as a re~I'e 

to Place lhe Am;nemhas iUld Ousertasens in their 

respective orders. and thus to jdeot,ify these Mon

archs of Manetho'a twelfth dynasty. But that is 
• 

all, and it i. not likely that the Table of Abydoe 
will ever reve8.J. to us any more of those secreta 

which so powerf~lly aid our studies." And in a 

footnote the learned author adds: U There erist at 

Abydoe two templea raiacd to the local divinity. 

the first by Seti, and the other by Ramse.. Om. 
and the flome series of kings, twice :repeated with

out any change, adorned theae two temples. The 

one ill the 'Table of Abyd08' of which I havo just 
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spoken: the other has recently been discovered by 
oUl'sHves. This second taLle, which is the proto

type of the onc iu London, although in exeellcnt 

preservatiotl, adds very little to our knowledge. It 

makes known to us some new names of kings; it 

f!onfirms the dynastic classification of some others ; 

hut it is still far from giving us a. regular nnd con

secutive series of all the Kings who have reigned 

over Egypt from .A-lt!nes nown to Seti." 
"4. The most complete and most interesting 

monument of this kind that we possess is the one 

resulting from our excavations at Saqqnrnh which 

now forms part of the Boulak Collection. This has 

not a royal origin as the others have. 1t was dis

covered in the tomb of an Egyptian pric-lt, Il~med 

TliIWT-t. who lived in the time of Ramscs IL It 

was a point of Egyptian belief that one. of the 

privileges reserved for the dead who had merited 

eternal life Wn.'J to be admitted to' the society of 

the kings. TUllar-i is here represented as entering 

into the august assembly, in which fifty-eight kings 

are present. But all the doubts raised by the Table 

of Abydos are revived here. Why these fifty-eight 

kings more than any othel"8 ~ As long as this 

problem remains unsolved, the Table · of Saqqarah 

can only possess a relative value for science. It 
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must, llOwever, be said that the list in the Boulak 
Museum has incontestable advantages over all "the 

others. In the first place we know its r.ommence· 

ment, and thus we possess a fixed jalon at the 

head of the list: secondly. between the Jalon and 

the termina'tion of the serics, may be added here 

and there, by means of cnrtouches previously 

known and classified, certain other intermedia.te 

j((lOl1S, which give to the grand outlines of the 

whole a precision unknown to the other documents. 

By this means it is that, beyond the eighteenth, the 

twelfth, and the eleventh dynasties, we reach the 

six earliest dynasties, which, by an unlooked-for 

good fortune, we fjnd on this Table almost as com

plete", tHey are in Manetho. The Table of Saq

qnrah is therefore, at all events, an exceptional 

mODumctlt, to which we shall presently direct all 

our attention." 

"Such,H saya the learned Egyptologist, .. are the 
• 

most celebrated Egyptian monuments which possess 
a genernl interest for history;" and these monu

ments. 88 it is manifest from his candid avowal, 

do not 8.aoree with the Manethonic dynastic lists. 

'Vhy then- are we to accept those chronicles of 

the Ptolem&i~ era, which have come down to us 

through 6uch doubtful channcls, in prefcrence to 
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the contemporaneous records of a Ie Ramses lI.," a 

.. Thiitmis III.," and of a Ie Tunar-i living under 

Ramses II." 1 

M . .Mariette adducl?-s the lists on these monu

mcnts as proofs of the truth of the J..fanethonic 

lists. "The Table of Saqqarah," says he, ufor

tunately comes to lend its support to the Egyptian 

annalist. Thn.t table being only able to give U8 a 

choice of sovereignE, we mnst not expect to fin4 in 
it all the names that Manetbo enumerates." Ougllt 

it not rather to be said that the simple fact of 

our not finding in it all the name.~ that Manetho 

enumerates, affords a convincing proof that the 

Manethonic dynastic lists, whatever may be their 

real value, arc no true chronological liBts of the 

Sovereigns of Egypt 1 
For myself, I am assuredly disposed to give far 

more credence to the monuments of those early 

periods themselves than to the statements of the 

Bcribe of Sebcnnytris. whose writings, penned one 

thousand years after the assumed date of those 

monuments, have themselves only been handed 

down to U8 by a Byzantine monk who lived an

other thousand years arter Manetho himSelf. 

My object ill thus adverting to the general sub
ject of the history of Ancient Egyp~ in which I 
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should Dot otherwise have any special interest, 

is to show how little dependence is to be pla~ed 

on the views generally entertai.ned respecting the 

absolute character of that history a.nd its chronology 

88 opposed to those of the Hebrew Scriptures, and 

that the date of 5005 B.C., of 3893 B.C., or even of 

3059 B.C., for the commencement of the reign of 

Menes, the founder of the Egyptian Monarchy, ought 

by no means to be taken as irrevocably established. 

The monuments of the country themselves must 

always perform a highly important part in the 

reconstruction of its llistory. Those of the so-

called Hyksos or Shepherd Kings, discovered by 

M. Mariette, have already thrown an intense light 
• 

on tJsat I'ortion of it which is contemporaneous 

with the history of the Hebrew Pentateuch. The 

opinion p.dvanced by me in my .. Origines Biblicm" 

forty years ago, that the M£tz1'aim of Scripture is 

1lOt the Egypt '"o.r Profane History, is now shown 
to be substantially tf'tU!; namely, that the Mitzrites 

-of whosc Sovereign the Patriarch Joseph was the 

Minister, under whom the Israelites were in bond· 

age, and from whoso JIl'LDds they were liberated by 
their inspned lender a.nd legisla.tor Moses-were not 

Egyptians, b~t a people of foreign extrnetion, of 

• tJ:pe quite different from the Egypti811s both 
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ancient and modern, who invMed Egypt from tIle 

Ea&'t, and held rule over its inhabitanm during many 

centuries, aDd whose descendants exist at the pre· 

sent day in the extreme north-eastern portion of 

Lower Egypt, at Menzrueh and San-supposed to 

represent tho ancient 'ranis and the Zoan of 

Scripture. 

AJJ is stated in a pamphlet" A Fcw Words with 

Bishop CuiCDSO on the Hubject of the Exodus of 

the Israelites and the Position of Mount Sinai," 

published towards the closc of 1862, when I was 

in Egypt in the beginning of that year (January 

27th), roy attention wa.<i directed to the subject of 

these people by Dr. Schnepp, Secretary of the 

Egyptittn Institute at Alexandria., who abo referred 

me to an artic1e by M. Mariette in the .. Revue 

Arcueologique" for February 1861, giving an ac

count of them, and descriLing Rome ancient statues 

of the same race dug up by him in 'that locality. 1 

I was then on my way back' from Harran with 

I See" A Few Worda wit.h Blabop Colenao,n p. I). 

These atatUet are figured in the" 1kvue Ardu!oJr>gH}Ue.n A brier 
notIce of them iI given in the 10 Parthenon· of JWle 28, 1862. 
Some or the pbyaieal dietiDct.ioIlll between tbe Milzritet and the 
Egyptians were indic.led by me in a paper" On the Complexion 
or the Ancient F..gyptians," publiehed in the' Traneactiona or the 
Royal Society of Literature," vul. iii. pp. 143-152, and reprint.ed 
In the I< Philo.ophical Maguiue," yol. xi. (1837),1'1'. 344-J5J. 
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my wifc, having for many yenrs previously, as is 

related in my pamphlet" Mount Sinai a VolcaAo," 

paid no attention whatever to the object of the 

studies of my youth. But the instant Dr. Schnepp 

brought these interesting facts to my knowledge, I 
at once perceived and explaincd to him that these 

stranger people must be the representatives of the 
ancient Mitzn'tes, of whose existence il.8 a nation 

distinct from the Egyptians, into whom thP,y sub

sequently merged, and so became lost il.8 a separate 

people, a memorial, independently of the Hcbrew 

Scril'turcs, has been preserved in the legendary 

history of the Hyksos or Shepherd Kings. 

The account given by Herodotus of the cruelty 

of the builders or the Pyramids of Ghizah, Cheops, 
I 

and Chephren has been imagined to allude to these 

Hyksos. He says, U Thus the afHiction of Egypt 

cnuured ·for the space of one hundred and six years, 

during the whdle of which time the temples were 

shut up and never 6pened. The Egyptians so detest 

the memory of these kings that they do not much 

like even to mention their names. Hence they com~ 

monly call the Pyramids after PhilitiOD, a ahepherd 

who at that time fed his flocks about the place. IO
• 

In a Dote 'on this passage myoId friend, Sir 

I HerodotU!, lib. ii. c. 128, Rawlw.oL.'1 Trma. 
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Gardner Wilkinson, 1 remarks, that" this can !lave 

no Connection with the invasion or the memory of 

the Shepherd Kings, nt least as founders of the 

Pyramids, which Borne have conjectured; for these 

monuments were raised long Lefora the ru1e of the 

Shepherd Kings in Egypt; " and Professor Rawlin

son goes on to say,' "In the mind of the Egyptians 

two periods of oppreSfJion may have gradually come 

to be confounded, and they may have ascribed. 

to the tyranny of the Shepherd Kings what in 

reality be10nged to a far earlier time of misrule. 

It should not be forgotten that the Shepherds, 

whether Philistines, Hittites, or other Scyths, would 

at any rate . . . be regarded by the Egyptians as 

Philistines. Hence, perhaps, the name of Pclpsium 

(Philistine-town). applied to the last city which 

they held in Egypt." 

The builders of the Pyramids nre considered to 

have been monarchs of ~fanetho'8 fourth native 

dYIlllSty. But, as Professor Owen stated at the 

annivel'8ary dinner of the Royal Geogmphical 

Society. on May '4. 1869. "Ethnologically we 

learn from sculptures and figures of the 8OOOnd~ 

third, and fourth dyn88ties, exhumed by Mariette. 

1 Thia IMl'lled P'.cyptolUl.oiat'. doooue bu Oocuned tinca tbe 
.bove .... ritt.en. 

I Ra_lineoo'. HerodutWl, vol iL p. 20S DOte. 
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thAt the founders of such governed society if the 

fertile soil of Egypt were certainly not African, not 

Ethiopian, but Asiatic, with indications of a. more 

northern origin than the Assyri:m or the Hindoo; "1 

that is to say, the builders of the Pyramids were 

not native Egyptians, hut an exotic race, of H a more 

northcrn origin tban the Assyrian or Hindoo," who 

invaded and occupied Lower Egypt long before the 

time of the Hyk&os or Sb.cpherJ Kings. 

But ill a paper 011 the Ethnology of Egypt, read 

nt a meeting·of the Anthropologicl.d Institute on 

June the 9th last,t by the e.ame schola.r since his 

return from Egypt, it was asserted that the study 

of the portrait IiculpturcB discovered by Mariette 

Bey'" let.I to the conclusion that three distinct typ(>s 

were indicated: first, the Primal Egyptian type, 

with no trace either of Negro or Arab; secondly, 

the type of the.conquering ShepJlerd Kings or Syro

Arabinns, which ~ exemplified in the Abyssinian 

sculptures; thirdly, the Nubian Egyptian." This 

statement I cannot reconcile with the same scholar's 

exposition made five years previouioly, unless it be 
that the :' Primal Egyptians" were an .. Asia'tlc" 
people) with. indications of a more northern origin 

I Bee Bell:e's .. Idol in Horeb," p. 4l. 
t Proceedings or the AutbropologiceJ. Society, June 90 1814-

G 
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than the "Assyriun or the Hindoo." Doubtless • 
when the puper itself is printed in extenso the 

matter will be rendered more intelligible than it is 

at present. 

Reverting to the history of the Hyksos or Shep

herd Kiugs, it has to be remarked that these in

vaders of Egypt were by Josephus imagined to be the 

children of Israel, I and the history of their expulsion 

from Egypt to be only another version of t.hat of the 

Exodus. Nothing can, however, be more erron

eous than such a. supposition; and when the text 

of the Scripture narrative is properly translated and 

understood, it will be manifest that the Ilistory of 

the sojourn of the children of IS".acl in Mitzmim 

and among the Mitzrites is applicable to n uiffIJrent 

country anu a different people. 

It has alreaJy been shown ~ that the Mit.traim of 

Scripture, the country into which , the Patriarch 

Abram went down, and after him his grandson 

Jacob and his sons, may far more re:l.SOnably be 

assumed to ha.ve been 11 region adjoining the Negeh 

or South Country and the land of the Philistines 

than the more distant Egypt watered Ly, the river 

Nile. That the inhabitants of that ·country. the 

I Contra Apion, lib. i. cap. 26-

t Cbap. ii. pp. ¥rsl of thi. work. 
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:M:itzrites, were not Egyptians, may be shown hy 

tlle following considerations. 

The invasion of the Hyksos or Shepherds, whose 

remoins hove also hc(>n exhumed by M. Mariette, 

was dE-scribed by ProfeRsor Owen, on the oceMion 

just referred to, as baving .. introduced into Egypt 

the Arn.bian blood."- He now calls them Syro

Arabians.-and it is to them that Egypt wa."I in

dehtro for the horse, M a beast of draught, iun.'i

much M previously to t.his Philistine or Ambian 

inva.. ... ion the manifold frescoes on the tombs of 

Egyptian worthies show no other soliped than. the 

n"".... The droml'd:ny, he added, was :\ still later 

illtroduction. 

&t \V·c tinll numerous pns<;age'i in the Hehrew 

Scripturcs wherein mention is made of the horse in 

connection with the former country,' and we a1so 

leam therefrom thnt Mitzraim was from the ear1iest 
• 

nge'il famous for its horses;! whilst at n boor date 

Solomon had those animals brought from thence; J 

and in the reign of his successor. Shisbak, King of 

Mitzraim, came up against Jerusalem H with twelve 

hundred chariots and threescore thousand horse-
• 

men; " 4 an4 as regards the dromedary e' camel "), 

I S(06 Oen. 1. 9; Elod. xiv. 6-9. &c. 
I Se.e Deut. ;niL 16. J I Ringe li:. 28, 29-

4 1 Cbl'fln . .Iii 3-
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this animnl was perfectly well known in Mitzrnim 
• from the time of Abraham and Jacob.1 

Had these animnJ.s been known in Egypt at that 

early period, they coultl llot havc failed to be 

depicted hy the Egyptians in their hieroglyplls 

and frescoes, on whieh are represented every living 

creature with which those p<,ople were acquainted. 

It is therefore the veriest trnism to affirm thnt 

Mitzmim, the country which possessed horses and 

dromednricR from the time of the Patriarchs, canllot 

possibly be the same country 3."1 Egypt, wherpin 

those animals were unknown till a much later 

period. 

\Ve have now to rcad the Hebrcn: Scriptures \lpon 

the a3Sumption that the inhallitunts of Mitzr; •. illl, 

the country into which" Joseph was carried hy 

the Midianites, wcrc HykllOS or Shepherds, :).nd not 

the Egyptianl'l, a.'l is usually imagined; 2 In the first 

place, we rc..'l.d II that Joseph was ,brought down to 

Mitzra.im, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, 

captain of the guard, a .:Mitzrite, bought him of the 

hand"! of the Ishmeelitcs, which had brought him 

I .Gen. xii 16, J..U.vii 25. This argument retlpccting tJle early 
exil!tence of the horse and dromedary in Mitzraim, anJ their Don
existence in Egypt, Wall employed by me in .. Or4,.ines Biblical," pp. 
200,273, &.nd "Vtlrtbeidigung gegen Dr. Paulus" (Leipz. 1836), p. 48. 

2 MiUraun and Pbiliatim, Manetbo, .w.n, ! ! 
I Gen. uri%. I. 
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down tllither." On this text t}lC ohjection has been 

raised lIy Professor Lepsiua that t "hcre, as'in all 

other passages where the' Egyptian' King is men~ 

tioned. he is called Pharaoh;" and he adda, that, 

"This is an Egyptian designation, and not a 

Semitic oue, as we should have expected if the 

Semitic Hyksos had still ruled in l Egypt.' In 

that case we should have heen everywhere com

pelled to admit, in this designation, thl'O\lghout 

the history of Ahraham, Jacob, Joseph, and MoseH, 

:111 a.na.c1lronism ",hil'h cannot easily find a par

allel. " Yet nothing is easier than to find such a 

seeming nnuchronism right Ilcfore our eyes at the 

present day. 

~hortI,r Lefor; the commencement of the Chris

tian era the Celtic country of Gallia or Gaul W[l.8 

invaded, overrun, subjugated, and colouised hy the 
• 

Romans, from whom it received its institutions, 

its language, and pagan religion. Nearly five cen

turies after ita ~onquest by Julius Cre.<ro.r, Gallia 

was invaded by the German tribe of Franks under 

PiKlramond, who took the place of the Romans. 

so that the Greek historian Procopius. writing in 

.A.D. 550:could say of them,' "the Franks are on 

1 See Pror~!IIIor LepsiWl" "Letters {rom Egypt, Ethiopia, and 
Mount Sinai," p. 476-

, De Bello Vandalico, i. 3. 
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the frontiers of Italy; they were forlllcrly called 

Germ:1us,"-who founded a monarchy, which, uudcr 

various changes and sevcrul dynasties, may be said 

to have subsistcd dO\\"ll to this tlay. But all these 

dynasties have becn not of Gallic, Lut of German 

extraction; whether the Mcrovillgiu.os, umlor Wh03C 

rule Parrau Gaul bec..'une Christian }'rallce the 
o ' 

Carloviugialls, who raised Fmuce to the highest 

rauk ill Wct:it€rn Christendom, or t.110 Capctill

giaus, dc~endallts of Cuunt Robert the Strong, the 

Maccaba::us of the West Fl'<l.uki!:lh realm, the patri

urch of the old Capcts, of the Valois, and of the 

Boul'Lous.1 Aud so completely ulHl incessantly do 

the descendu.uts of the Fmukish iuvaders of Gaul , 
bear testimony to their Germau ol·jgin, that nine-

teen French sovereigns have bt!cu named Louis, 

reu Charlc~, four Heury, aud two Robert, al! which 

honoured names, u.s is pateut, are corrupted forms 

of the ha.ted H barbarian" Ger~an' designations 

Ludwig, Carl, Hciurieh, and Rothbart. And it is 

a curious fact that at the present day the three 

aspirants to the throne of France all bear German 

names-Heuri (Heiurich), Comte de Chambord; 

Robert (Rothbart), CoDlte de Paris; atid Louis 
(Ludwig) Napoleon. The origin of ' Robert the 

I &tI }o'l'ee1ll4ll'tI lIibtorical Ellaays, 1>' zzz. 



PROPER NAMES IN AIITZRAIM. 103 

Strong is discussed by M. Mourin, and more fully 

by Dr. Kalckstein in his first Excursus. H~ was 

the son of the Sa.xon 'Vittikind, and the father of 

Odo, Count of Paris, whose son was Hugh Capet. 

Mr. Freeman tersely says, "The Count of Paris was 

merged in tIle Duke of the French, and the Duke 

of the French wa.s soon merged in the King." 

This, then, is sufficient answer to the argument 

that, whatever may be our belief on other grounds,t 

it would he impossible to corobine with it the cir

cumstance that Joseph received from Pharaoh an 

"Egyptian" na.me. The like m:\y be said with 
re. ... pcet to the other «Egyptian" proper names 

occurring in the Hebrew Scriptures, such as 

"Pharaoh," "Itamcscs," "Pithom," "Asemeth," 
• 

"Potiphomh," as having heen used in Mitzraim. 

Dr. Lapsius next objects, that when the SODS of 

Jacob 'spoke among themselves in the presence of 

Joseph of their conduct towards him, they spoke 

out loud in his presence; and that" they knew not 

that Joseph understood them; for he spake unto 

them by an interpreter." 1 And hence he argues 

that "Joseph had become 80 completely an Egyp

tian, and- the Egyptian language was 80 exclusively 

spoken at the court of Pharaoh, that the brethren 

I LepsiWl'1 Letters, P.478. t Gen. :r.1ii. 23. 
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could not conjecture any onc was near them who 

understood their language." t But, as it i.~ replied 
• 

in my .. Origines Bihlicoo," iu tlllSWer to the s:une 

objection on the part of other commentntors;' "the 

fact appears to have beeH overlooked, that although 

Joseph's brcthrt'1.l knew not that he understood or 

overheard them, beca.use the melitz (the interpreter or 

officer) was between them, yet n.s there is Ilothiug 

in tho ScripLul'ttl smtement to lead to the sup

position that they spoke entirely apart from Joseph 

and the melUz, the latter iUllividual it is evident 

must have both overhe..'trd and understood tllCm, 

and they must consequently hn,\'o heon fully aware 

that by his report Joseph might be made acqnain ted 

with what they said, just in the ,,:tme way,. as if he 

himself overheard them. Is not the following,liow

ever, the proper explanation of the trans.'l.Ction 1 

Joseph, having resided in M.itzrnim above 'twenty 

years, and baving l)('com~ a naturalised Mitzritc, 

may not have beon known to fOl'eigners otherwise 

than in the character of a native, and he may 

indeed hnve been desirous, as a matter of policy, 

that his foreign extraction should be concealed. 

Hence in his communications with his hrethren, 

who came before him as natives of the adjoining 

I Lepeiuls Lettefll, p. 479. 1 Origines Biblicm, pp 247,248. 
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country of the Philistines, he may have t.hought fit 

to employ an interpreter to translate their rpstic 

dialect of the south country into the more polished 

language of Mitzraim Proper ;-for we may well 

imagine that, notwithstanding the common origin 

and closely iutimatc connection of the two tongucs, 

thcy may each, when spoken , lla.vc been as unin

telligible to the natives of the other country, as we 

find instanccd in so mallY of thc cognate dialects 

of Mouern Europe. But whil~t the IJrothers thus 

spoke to J oseph through the interpreter in the 

hmguagc of the south country, they may also havc 

conversed among themscl ves in t h(' Aramitish 

tongue of the country in which they had been 

born; and
o 

as they may IJ3ve had reason to know 

that. ~he interpreter was not acquainted with that 

language, so neither coultl they have had the 

slightestOgrounu for imtl.gining that Joseph, whom 

they looked upon as a native M"itzrite, would under

stand them,-since even for the purpose of commu

nicating with them in their adopted· language of the 

south country he seemed to require an interpreter." 

Another objection is, that when, on their second 

visit to Joseph's house, his brethren were about to 

take their meal, it is said, H And they set on for 

bim by bim .. lf, and for them by themselves, IlIld 
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for the ' Egyptians' which did eat with him, by 

therv.selves: OcCAuse the < Egyptians' might not eat 

bread with the Hebrews; for tLat is an abomination 

unto the < Egyptians.' .. 1 On which thc ICitrncd 

Professor remurks, that "th~ natiyc Egyptians 

could never have expressed this horror and regu

lated their manners accordingly, under the dominion 

of 0. Semetic reigning family "-that is to say, 

during t,he sovereignty of the Hyksos or Shephel'u 

Kings. And he further objccts that" it is equully 

improbable that Joseph would have advised the 

immigrating family to call themselves shepherds in 

order to obto.in from Pharaoh a country set apart 

for thcmselves. 'And it shall come to puss, when 

Pharaoh shall cn]l you, o.nd shall 'sny. ·Wpat is your 

occupation 1 That yc shlLll say, Thy servants' trade 

hath bcen about cattle from our youth even until 

now, both we and also our fathers: that ye Dlay 

dwell in the land of Goshen; for revery shepherd 

is an abomination unto the « Egyptians.'" 2 If the 

Shepherd people of the Hyksos reigued in Egypt, 

how could the shepherds have been an abomination 
to them ~"3 

This is precisely the question I myselfoaskcd long 

I Oell. :diii. 32. s Gen. 11vi. 33. l4-
3 LepsiUll'. Letters, p. 479. 
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ago; and have myself cwswered on more than one 

occasion, by showing that the word" a.bomination " 

used ill this and in other passages ill the Pentateuch, 

and elsewhere. is a mistranslation of the Hebrew 

word il.:unn (to'ehalt). 

The woru in question is derived from the root 

Joyn [ta'ab], of which Gescnius says ill his Lexi

con (cilit. Robinson, 1855). 'the primary idea 

seems to Le to th1'tISt forth or away, to drive 

awa!J, anJ hence to reject, to abhor, to abomi

mite;' compat·jug it, however. with ~NJ1 [tnab 1 
to which he gives the double meaning of • to 

acsi1'C, to {ony afte1',' ulld • to ab01ninatc. to 

abhor.' 

Bu~ I conceive that the two roots are, in fact. 

identical-the gutteralll' in the one being softened 

iuto N iu. the other-alld that their primary mean

ing is not to tln'us/, forth or away in a. bad sense 

alone. but indefinitely to put away or aside. to 

set apa1t, to sepa1·~te, either ill a good or in a bad 

sense, and hence to dedicate or consecrate, and this 

too either for a good or for a bad purpose. as is so 

remarkably the case with the root"'"' [kadruhJ. 

The Greek tWti8€Jl4. the Latin sacer, the French 

$acr4. and even the English sacred and devoted, 

have all this double meaning and application. 
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These last two words are thus used together in a 

bad .ense by Milton: 

• But to destruct loll sacred anti devok.' 
Parcui18t Lo$t, iii. :208. 

Consequently the primary meaning of the Hebrew 

noun-suhsttl.ntive to'ebcth is It < person or thing set 

apart,' helonging to a distinct class, and thus np

propriated or dedicated to some special purpose, 

rcligiuu~ or otherwise; and when the expression 

('(tme to acquire a more definite meaning, either in 

a good or a bad sellse, the context was in each case 

sufficient to determine in which of those senscs it 

was employed. The taboo of the South-Sea Islanders 

offers an exact parallel. It is taboo for the two 

sexes to eat together, just as it wns to'ehah for tho 

Mitzrites to eat with strangers (Gen. xliii. 32); 

and in like manDer many persons, animals, uud 

things ure taboo,! as shepherds and goath'erus, und 

their flocks were to'ehllh. The res~mh]ance of the 

two words tdebah and taboo, I rook on, however, as 

purely accident.'lJ. There is no sufficient reason to 

suppose the one to be dClived from the other. 

The following note is made in Gesenius's Lexi

con on the word iT:lN, tho meaning of t\rhich is to 

1 See now on Exodus riii 2, Bagswl" .. Compr. Biule, and see 
the Greek d-yt4l"w, 
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be wiUing, inclined, to desire :-' In Arabic .this 

verb has the sense to be unwilling, to refuse, to 

loathe, corresponding to the Hebrew i1~N lb. But 

this must not be regarded a.s a contrary significa

t.ion; sinen the idea of inclining, which in Hebrew 

implies towards anyone, expressing good-will, in 

German Z imeigung, is ill Arabic merely referred 

to the opposite uirecticn, -i.e., fi'om or against any 

onc, cxpressing ill-will, ill German Almeigung, i.e., 

aversion, loathing.' 

When, thcl'ufo re, Joseph told his brethren to say 

to Pharaoh, 'Thy servants' trnuc hath bccn about 

cattle,' he did so not because every shepherd was 

" till abomilmtioll '; uuto the l\1itzl'itcs, which would 
• 

have \Jeen an absurdit.y, Lut because among these 

people the shepherds formed a respected scpm'ate 

clas..q--woce taboo-were ' high caste,' 1lB the Brah

mins are in Indioa-. 

In f<.\.Ct, there ought not to be any doubt as to 

the significatioll of the word. If the narrative of 

Joseph's presentation of his father and brethren to 

the King of Mitzraim be only regarded. from a 

plain, coIDQlon-sense point of view, independently 

of its traditional interpretation, it must convince 

even the most sceptical that the expression in ques

tion haa been wrongly translated. 
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The Hebrew slave Joseph, who has become the 
• 

favourite Minister and Viceroy of the King of 

Mitzraim, C!..'\uses his futher and brethren to join 

him in the country of his adoption. Before intro

ducing them to his sovereign, he tells them tLnt he 

shall represent them to 11im as shepllCrds; and he 

desires them, when questioned, to confirm his state

ment. 'fhf'TeaSOn he gives for this is, that umollg 

the Mitzrites < every shepherd is to' chaIt.' I know 

not how to tranf\late this expression into Engli»h 

so as to retain the double meaning of the original; 

but it may be rendered in Latin omnis posta}' ('st 

sacer, and in French tout pasteur est sacJ'6. 

Joseph's family do as they are di-rectcd. The' King 

receives them most graciously, atHI says '...0 his 

Minister; < Thy father and thy brethren are come 

unto thee. The land of Mitzraim is beforo thee. In 

the best of the land make thy fatJler and brethren 

to dwell; in tllC bnd of Goshen let them dwell. 

And if thou knowest any men of activity among 

them, then make them rulers over my cattle,' I 

Now if the word to'ebah meant' an abomina

tion,' in like manner as the Latin sacer and the • 
French sacr~ might be understood. to mean l ac-

cursed,' and if the fact were that the Mitzrites 

I Gen. xlvii. S, 6, 
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• held shepherds in the qtmost contempt' (which, 
• 

however, is merely an assumption consequent on 

the received translation), is it consistent, is it at 

at all probable, is it indeed possible, morally speak

ing, that Joseph should so expressly, and seem

ingly so unneces.~arily. have desired his father and 

brethren to volunteer the avowal that they be

longed to that despised and detested class? And 

would the King have treated the nearest relatives 

of Ilis favourite Minister in so contemptuous, so 

abomirw.blc a manner, and so disgraced that Minis

ter himself, as to employ them in such a degraded 

OCCll pation 1 

But if the expression in question has the mean-
• 

iug £br which I contend. in like manner as the 

Latin sacer and thc French ~acre may meaD 

, saered,'-_if shepherds were a respected, separate, 

even if not sacrpd, dass among the Mitzritcs, were 

freemen, gentlemeIl, or nobles, according to our 

modern ideM, then the whole transaction becomes 

natural, consistent, and intelligible. Joseph de

signedly represented the occupation of his family 

to be such as would qualify them for admission 

into a scle;t ~nd superior class among the natives 

of the country, and the Monarch on his Minister's 

representation unhesitatingly recognised their right 
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of admission; and, further, in order to manifest 
• 

his esteem for them, and to do them and his 
fa.vourite himself the greater honour, he at once 

appointed some of them to have the charge of his 
own cattlc, not u.s mere herdsmen, but in some 

such capacity as we may imagine to be equivalent 

to rangers of the royal parks and forests with us. 

At"ccptillg this as being the meaning of the word 

to'cbait, and as establishing the fad that in the 

time of Joseph shepherds formed a select and supe

rior class in charge of the 'sacred' animals of the 

Mitzriws, we may understand how, at the subse

quent period of the Exodus, when Pharaoh ordered 

the Israelites to sacrifice" in the ,land," Moses said! 

" It is not meet so to do; for we shu.ll siOOl'ifiec 

the sacred animal [r animal saerG, not Je sam 

aninutl] of the Mitzritcs to J ehovah our .God: 10, 

shall we sacrifice the sacred animal of the Mitzritcs 

before their eyes, and will they not stone us?" 

The meauing of which indisputably is, that the 

animal which the Israelitish lender purposed sac

rificing-namely, a U lamb, ... It male of the first 

year, . . . taken out from the sheep ~r from the 

goa.ts," I_was an object of special c¥e and regard, 

even if Dot of worship, among the Mitzritcs, under 

1 Exod. viii. 2S, 26. J Elod, xii. 3-S. 
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the charge of a separate elaas of men; sheep and 

goats being taboo, like their keepers. 

That at that early period these • sacred' animals 

were actually Mored or worshipped by the Mitzrites 

may, however, be doubted. There is nothing in the 

Scripture history to warrant such an assumption, 

or even the beJief that the Mitzrites were wor

shippers of animals or idolaters, like the ancient 

Egyptians.' [In a p..'l.per on the" Prometheus" of 

.Macbylu8, printcrt in the" 'l'ransaetions of tIle Royal 

Society of Literature," vol. ii. (xvii i.) p. 385, Sir E. 

Coleridge unqualifiedly expresses the same opinion.] 

And therefore all that we are justified in concluding, 

fUlIl it is suffieientJor the present purpose, is, that 

amollg the'Mitzrit{'s, Hyksos, or Shepherd Kings, 

shepherds and their flocks were, as is most natural, 

objects o,f regard and reverellce,2 and not • an 

abomination,' as the word to'ebah has been so 
• 

erroneously 8uppose~l to mean. 

The statement recently made by Mr. Petherick, 

fonnerly British Consul at Khartum, respecting the 

regard in which the Dinkas tribes 011 the Upper 

Nile hold their cattle, is illustrative of what I con· 
• ceive the custom of the Mitzrites to have been. 

I See Origine. Biblicte, p. lOS • 
• In the" Tim" n of the 25th ill&t. it ie auerted that the volcano 

of T(lngariro i. reprded hr the Maoria: M tapu, or "eac.red." 
H 
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Colonel Grant having attributed the superior 

physique of the Dinkas to that of the Shillo.ks to 

the fact of their "fattening themselves on their 

herds," Mr. Petherick replied, that though both 

tribes possess enormous herds of cattle, it is well 

known that" lleithcr tribe will kill one of their 

herd for consumption. They will cat them after 

tlC'Mh h om accident or natural causes, but wjJl 

not kill them for food, no matter to what extremi

tiCii they may Lc put for waut of nutriment." Aud 

as au instance of this, Mr. Petlwrick rcilttcs that 

while travelling through the Awan, a. sub-Diuka 

tribe, he had bought a bullock, and having un

wittingly ordered it to be sla.u£htered iJefore the 

Chief unu his fonowers had quitted his' temporary 

camp, he stood ill imminent {buger of an attack 

from the tribe for having insulted and degraded 

them by slayiug the animal in their presence. 1 

Here there does not appear to, be any iuca among 

tbe Dinkas of worshipping the animals, the boJies 

of which they do not scruple to eat after death 

from accident or natural causes; ueithcr can they 

regard their lives as sacred, inasmuch as they sold 

one to Mr. Petherick ; hut on his unwittingly hap

pening to slaughter the animal in their presence he 

exposed himself to a similar daDger to that which 

1 The Times, July IS, 1874-
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Moscs knew he and the Israelites would run were 

they to sacrifice-that is to say, slaughter for eat

ing-the to'ebal~ of the Mitzrites before their eyes. 

Though the Jews of later ages appear to have 

generally understood the expression in question in 

a bad scnse, in which they have been followed by 

all Christian translators in deference to the Septua

gint Greek version. it is manifest, nevertheless, from 

the Targum of Onkclos, that such was not the una

nimous acceptation of the term even down to so 

late a period as the commencement of the Christian 

era; for the two texts above cited ure thus ren

dered by that most learued Rabbi, as is shown in 

Mr. Etheridge's Epglish translatiol1, The Targums 

of QnkelOs and Jonathan, &c.: • because the 

Mizra.ee keep at Ct distance all shepherds of flocks; 

which is, almost precisely the primary meaning I 
attach to the root ta'ab; and' because the an£tnals 

• 
which the Miz1'aee .worship we shall take to sacri-

fice: which is the secondary meaning, in a good 

sense, for which I likewise contend. 

It is proper to explain that this highly important 

error in the Greek and other versions first presented 
• 

itself to me o~ October 8th, 1833, as appears from 

an entry in my notebook under that date. In my 

work" Origines Biblicre," published in the following 
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year, I merely alluded to the subject in a note ltl 

pa~ 241, intending to dis~n f;A it ill a second volume; 

but the reception my work met with was such that I 

IJad no inducement to continue it. Nevertheless, 

two years afterwards, when answcring an adversc 

critique in the lleidelberge'l' Jah1'biiche-r, from the 

pCll of the late Dr, Paulus of Jena (Verth~idi[Ju.ng, 

&c., pp. 45- .17), I enteretl into the subject at some 

lcngth. 

At that time, and indeed until quite recently, 

I did not know my interpretation of the word 

MehalL to be almost identical with that of Ollkclos, 

or I should gladly have citeu this venerable authu

rity in support of my argument {or the radical dis

tinction between the Mitzri tes, Hyksos; or Shep

herds, among whom the Israelites were in bondagc, 

and the Egyptians of prof<l.lle history, whiSh distinc

tion M. Mariettc's discovery of the remains of the 
• 

former people has DOW demonst!ateu to be a fact. 

Twelve centuries after the date of the important 

event in the history of the progenitors of the 

Israe1itish nation on which I have thus dwelt, 

the Father of profane history speaks of the Men

desians, who, occupying a portion of, U;wer Egypt 

in the direction of ancient Mitzraim, may not 

improbably have derived some of their usages 



JOSEPH IN AJITZRAIM. "7 

from the natives of that country; and he relates 

that they I • pay reverence to aU goats, and 

more to the males than to the females,' adding, 

quite consistently, that • the goat-herds who tend 

them receive greater honour.' At that time, how

ever, by the ordinary process of development, 

the religion of the Mcndesians had become so 

debased and brutalized, that thc he-goat, in the 

character of the god Pan, wa.~ the dircct object 

of divine worship, or, to usc the erroneous ex

pression of the Septuagint translators, was thcir 

'abomination. ' 

From what bas thus becn 8.1.id, it will be secn 

how little ground there is for Professor upsius's 

conclusion "from the same prcmises.- tt It is there

fore evident that J oseph lived at an Egyptian, and 

not n. Smpitic [MitzritishJ court; the old tradition 

of the Jewish interpreters, that Joseph came to 
• 

• Egypt' in the rcigJ?- of a Shepherd King, Apophis, 

is entirely destroyed, as well as the view taken 

by more modern scholars concerning the Hebrew 

chronology of that time." 2 The evidence from 

every quarter really is that Joseph came into Mitz-
• 

raim during th~ reign of a Shepherd King, and that 

he lived at a Mitzritish court. As to the proper 

1 Herodotul, ii. 46. , Lepeill8" Letters, pp. 47~ 480. 
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name of the Pharaoh at whose court he lived, we 

require far more trustworthy testimony than we at 

present possess, to warrant us in believing it to have 

been Apophis. or any other name of the Manethonie 

lists. 

The fnrLher question as to the Pharaoh in whose 

reign the Exodus of the l sraclites actually took 

pi;1l'e is attended with still grt'ater difficu1til'~ The 

supposition is that the" new king over Mi tzraim 

who knew not Joseph," I in whose reign Moses was 

born, was of 11 different race from the Pharaoh 

whose Minister Joseph hau heen- wM no longer a 

Shephert! King, is untenable, for the reason that 

the to'ebah, or the sacred animal of the people 

uuder whom the l sraelites were in bonda~, was 

the same as it had been when JOsepll 'S brethren 

were set apart by Pharaoh to be the .. r\110r8 over 

(hi,) cattle,'" 

Josephus attributes this llot,ion to Manetho, and 

gives Borne most distorted accounts of the Exodus, 

which he professes to repeat in the very words of 

the Egyptian scribe. Even if confidence might be 

placed in the report of the Jewish historian, which, 

seeing the manner in which he him~lf ~anipulates 
the history, is exceedingly questionable, there are 

I E.r.oo. i , 8. t Gell . .r.lvii, 6. 
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points bearing on the subject which are highly de

scrving of consideration. 

The first is the facility with which the transfer of 

the name of Mitzraim to Egypt may have taken 

place, so that the traditions of the one country 

may, together with its name, have passed into and 

become incorporated with the national history of the 

other. 'We have an instance of this in the Eastern 

or Greek Empire, which acquired the denomination 

of the'Vestern or Uoman Empire; the language 

of modern Gl'f'CCC being called, not' Hellenic: but 

• Romaic;' aua 'Roman' rpwfWio~), not' Greek,' 

hcing the name hy which, l,rcviously to the sepa

rate existence of the kingdom of the Hellenes, a 

Cht:.istiaa Greek distinguished himself from the 

Mohammedan iulmLitants of his country. 

This confusion of names has led to a singular, and 
• 

it may be most important result in Abyssinia. It 
is an historical fnct, that in the fourth century that 

country received its first Christian missionaries from 

'Rome: that is to say, from the Greek Church of 

Constantinople, or New Rome. At the present 

day the Roman Catholic missionaries in that coun

try repw.ent themselves, truly enough, as coming 

from 'Rome.' --o~ly in this case the name means 
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Old Rome; and as the Abyssinialls have no very 

cxteuslve geographical 01' historical knowledge, and 

as the Romish priests, more politic than their pre

decessors in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 

modify their ritual, and cloak if they do not a.ctually 

modify their dogmas, so as not to offend native pre

judices, they are making steady progress in the 

diffusion of their faith, which the ignorant Abys

sinians nre thus led to imagine to be that of the 

Fathers of their Church; just in the same way as 

the Jews of Alexandria imagined their forefathers 

to have been in bondage ill Egypt. 

And in the second plael', the traditions and his

tories of the two countries havillg got mixed up 

together, we may perfectly uwlerstauu . that ,the 

scribes of Egypt might be di~posel\ to give a 

favourable colour to events ill the history o,r Mitz

raim as if they belonged to their own national his

tory. In what form they would h,Lve been likely 

to do this may be instauced by the native Burmese 

account of the British invasion and conquest of 

that conn try. 

Ritter in his "Erdkunde von Asien," Bd. 4. 8. 270. 

27 t. 2te Auagabe.says. when speaking of the'Burmese 

VOll oben lien, that the P<>litical Lie· is authori

tatively aanctioued among them. In the court 
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chronicle, the historiographer gives tho following 

a.ccount of the last English war :-" In the years 

I 186 and 1187 (A.D. 1824 and 1825), the Kulapyu 
(i.e. , the white strangers) from the west made war 

aga.inst the Master and I~ord of the Golden House. 

They landed at Rangoon, which place they took as 

well as Prome. Owing to his clemency and good

ness, the king desired to spare human life, nnd 

therefore did not oppose them, 80 tha.t the strangers 

were allowed to advallce as filr as Yanda.bu. They 

had, howcV('r, invested large sums of money in 

this expeditioll; and when they reached Yanda.bu 

they found themselves in want and in great distres..'1. 

They therefore implored the King to help them, 

and Ve, ill his mercy gClIerously seut them large 

8ums of money to enable them to p:ty their debts, 

aud he th.cn commanded them to leave the country." 

Oil this Ritter remarks: "Such is their historical 

truthfulness, and f:om it we may judge the little 

value of their chronicles." But on the other hand, 

it has to be observed that the actual historical facts 

are sta.ted: the 1anding of the British, their taking 

of Rangoon, their advance as far as Yandabu; the 

payment to them of large sums of money, and their 

consequent departure from the country. It is the 

motives for their conduet that are falsely stated, 
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whereby a totally untrue colour is given to the 

occurrences recorlh:d. 

But, after aU, there is nothing extraordinary in 

this. How s('ldom, even in Europe, is history writ

ten more accurately than we here see it written ill 

Bunnah. Too often, indeed, do we find the facts not 

merely misrepresented and distorted, uut absolutely 

falsified ,.)~, [U1' inst.anee, in the war bulletins of tile 

first Napoleon, and as ill the rival reports of the 

opposing parties in the Spanish Cadist war of 1874, 

from which it is often impossible to decide on which 

side the advantage really is. 

I can only say that, under all the circumstancc'i, 

it is fervently to be desired that some able Egypto

logist, possessing a full and intimate a~quaintance 

with all the facts, will he bold enough to emanci

pate himself from the Manethonic trammels, and 

from the preconceived ideas which they have only 

served to render inveterate, and with the greater 

light we now possess, will impartially attempt to 

reconstruct the chronology and history of Ancient 

Egypt, and with it th06e of Ancient Mitzraim, as 

far as may be practicable upon a surer, more con

sistent, and more intelligible basis. (saw it an

nounced I that Dr. Samuel Birch of the British 

I Athemenm, June 20, J874-



ISRAELITES UNDER MITZR1TES. 123 

Museum is writing a small popular History of 

Egypt for the Society for Promoting Chr:stian 

Knowledge. It has to be seen how far this wiU 

meet the case. I 

For myself, I have here to do with that ancient 

history so far only as it is connected with the 

Exodus of the Israelites; and with respect to these 

points I think it may be taken to be sufficiently 

well established that the people among whom the 

Israelites were in bondage were the Mitzrites, 

Hyksos, and Shephel'd Kings; and further, that 

the new king ovcr Mitzraim who knew not Joseph 

was of the same race as the Pharaoh whose Minister 

that Patriarch had been; the country of those 

Mit'zrites'ueillg situated to the cast of Egypt Proper, 

and lying. as was suited to the habit-s of a shepherd 

people,.beyond the limits of the periodical inunda· 

tiOllS of the riyer Nile. 

These axe post\llates which must be accepted as 

the basis on which the generaJ. history of the 

Exodus is to be reconstructed before we can hope 

to determine the particulars of that history in any 

manner 8.t aU satisfactory. 

I This has sinp~ been published under the title of "Ancient Ria.
t.uTy from the Monumentll of Egypt, from the Earlieat Timee to 
B.C. 300." 1875· 
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CHAPTER IV. 

NARRATIVF. OF DR. BRKE'S E Xn:DITIO:;;' TO DISCOVER" Tn& TRUE 

H OUNT SI NAI." FRO)!' HIR LETTERS TO BIll WIFE. 

WHEN I had finally decided on setting out 011 my 

journey to the spot where I had calcuJated on 

fin ding Moun t Sinai, in accordance with the viewR 

enunciated in my pamphlet « :Mount Sinai a 

Volcano," written whilst I was resident at Nice 

during the preceding winter, and published Rhortly 

after my return to Eugland in June 1873, it- 00-

('.Ilme necessary that, not being a gcologiRt myself, 

I should find Borne qualified person to accompany 

me in that capacity. The task was,not altogether 

an easy one. In the first instancf, I aqdresscd my

self to Professor Ramsay, the able Director of the 

Geological Survey of England, who was so good as 

to interest himself on my behalf, in the hope of 

being able to find some student of the School of 
• 

Mines, who might be willing to a.ccOll~pany me on 

the terms I proposed, namely, that I should defray 

all his travelling and hotel expenses from the time 
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we left England till our return; but without other

wise remunerating him for his services. I ' also 

applied to several personal friends; but all to no 

beneficial purpose, so that I had almost begun to 

fear I should not through private channels be able 

to find anyone willing to agree to my terms, and I 

was thinking of advertising in the public journals, 

when, at the evening meeting of the Royal Geo

gr:l.phical Society, on November 3, 1873, I met 

Professor Tennant, who asked me a question re

flpecting a certain diamond about which there was 

formerly a scientific discussion at the British Associa

tion, but this subject I need not d well on here. III 

the course of our conversation I mentioned to bim 

that J was" in search of a young geologist to accom

pany me on my journey to Mount Sinai, whereupon 

he at 0l1ce said, that if the young friend who was 

standing by his side should feel inclined to go with 
• 

me, he Was the very man. This young friend was 

Mr. John Milne, whom he introduced to me as 

baving onJytwo days ago returned from Newfound

land, having previonsly been in Iceland Of course 

there was no opportunity for saying much on the 
• 

subject, but I,stated briefly the scope of myexpe-

dition, and gave Mr. Milne a copy of my pamphlet 

[, Mount Sinai. Volcano 'J. which I had by me, 
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and it was settled that if he should be disposed to 

accompany me, he was to write to me. Meanwhile, 

I ascertained from Mr. Tennant that his yOUllg 

friend was in every rcspect likely to suit roe. He 

was for some time a pupil of his, and was a very fair 

mineralogist; he had been a student of the School 

of Mines, of which he held a scholarship for tbis 

year and the next; he was a tolerable draughtsman, 

and was generally well informed; in fact, he spoke 

ill the highest terms of him. On the following 

Thursday Mr. Millie wrote to me asking for further 

information relative to Illy projected trip, and this 

led to a meeting on the following Monday. As our 

negotiations did not progress very rapjdly, and as 

his private affairs seemed likely to dctam him in 

England longer than would suit my convenience, I 

proposed that I should start alone for Egypt, where 

I should neces'mrily lip. dptained ,sume time makin" 
• 0 

arrangements for the further journey, and that he 

could join me there later on. 

Meanwhile my wife and I had agreed that she 

should pass the winter at Hastings, as she was in 

too weak health to accompany me as usual on my 

travels; and I purposed taking her thithe~ to see her 

settled before I left England, and therefore pro-
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posed not to return to London, but to start from 

Hastings direct for the Continent. 

This led to a final arrangement. Mr. Milne ex~ 

pressed his readiness to accompany me, and to start 

at once, on my agreeing to defray all his expenses 

out and home, and upon the understanding that 

his absence from England should not exceed three 

months. During the few days that we should yet 

remain in England, he was to attend at the house 

of the Royal Geographical Society in Savile Row, 

to learn from Cnptain George, R.N. (curator of the 

map room),t the usc of his travelling mountain baro

meter, and other instruments, which the Council of 

the Society kindly lent me for use on my expedition. 

Having-thus completed my arrangements, I went 

with my wife, on December 2, 1873, down to Hast

ings, wh~e I saw her housed for the winter, and 

on the morninp of the 8th I left Hastings for 

Folkestone, where, I had appointed Mr. Milne to 

meet me. On the way I travelled with a Colonel 

Gibbon, R.E., with whom I had some interesting talk 

about Colonel Gordon, who had been engaged by 
the Kh~dive to take the place of Sir Samuel Baker 

• 
ill Upper EgJJ>t. Although I do not know Colonel 

I This very oourtooue sna ahle officer has since reeigned hit post 
at the Royal Of'oagraphica.i Sooiety. 
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Gordon persollaUy, I should have had no hesitatiol1 

in introducing myself to him. At the same time 

it was more en regie that I should have a personal 

introduction to bim, and for this purpose Colonel 

Gibbon kindly gave me his card. 

But the continuatioll of the narrative of my 

journey '\'Ill Le given from my letters to my wife 

wLih.L un this memorable Journey. 

December 8, I873.-At Folkestone I met Mr. 

Milne, who came down from London by the boat

train, and we crossed over to Boulogne together, 

and proceeded direct to Pat;S, where we arnveu in 

time for a late dinner. To write about our journey 

thus far may seem a work of supererogntion, awl yet 

it is always a satisfaction to be able say that it was 

pleasant. To me the condition of the sea is of no 

great consequence; lJUt to Mr. Milne, who,is a very 

bad sailor, it was important tha~ the weather, 

though cold, should have beep remarkably fine, 

with the sea as smooth n.a glass. 011 the way 

to Paris we found it excessively cold, notwith

standing that we had the usual foot - warmers. 

Having seen but very little of my companion, 
• 

Mr. Milne, in London, I could not be quite sure 

how we should get on together, but my first day's 

journey satisfied me that we should not do amiss. 

and after the completion of the journey I am bappy 
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to be able to rccord that I was not disappointed ill 

my anticipation. 

Of course our principal topic of conversation 

was what I hoped to do and find where we were 

going. My pamphlet Mr. Milne bad studied well, 

Lut there were still mnny points on which he was 

desirous of information, and this I was only too ready 

and willing to give Lim, sO that our convenm.tion 

did not Bag; and as we were during the whole 

journey alolle in the carriage, we could converse 

without restraint. In tlw course of conversation my 

companion showed me a book, which his friend Mr. 

TCllllaut had given him just before starting, namely, 

:.t copy of the "Travels" of lrby and Mangles, recently 

l'cpubJ.ished·in Murray'S Library. I kncw the work, 

but had not had occasion to refer to it for very 

man) yca,s. On turning oycr the leavcB, my atten~ 

tion was riveted Oll a description of three volcanic 
• 

peaks seen by the trp.vellers on their way to Petra, 

at some distance on their left halld, seemingly on, or 

near to the Hadj route from Damascus to Mecca. Not 

ha viug a map to refer to, I could not tell the precise 

position of these volcanoes; but they would almost 
• seem to correspond to the position which I attri-

buted to the Harra RadjlA of the Arabian geogra

pher Yakut. Ifso. my work will soon be done: in fnct, 
I 
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it is done for me beforehand. But without a map I 

ea.nnot be sure, and there is always the uanger of 

these volcanoes being too far to the north and east 

to suit the position ·which I attribute to Mount 

Sinai. 'Ve shall see, Inshallah I 

Milne showed me a letter which Mr. Poulett 

Scrope 1 had writen to Mr. 'Vood ward, of the British 

MlltiCUm, on the subject of the "burning bush" 

(Exod. iii. 2), which I thought might have been a 

volcanic exhalation-something of the nature of 

that figured by Professer '\' etzstcin in his II Reise

bericht tiber Hauran und die Trachonen." :1tfr. 

Scrope is much interested in my expedition, and 

has suggested to me several important subjects of 

investigation on the spot. My suggestion rp,spect

ing the H burning bush," has induced him to consult 

on the subject several of his scientific friends, espe

cially Mr. Woodward. I had suggested the poa

sibility that such appearances might be formed 

from the deposits from fumaroles; but to this it is 

objected that they are rather due to the ebullition 

of the pasty superficial crust giving off gas, and 

bubbling up, so as to form those 'pillar~like masses , 
seen on the lava basin of Kilauea, represented in Mr. 

I 1 have to record, with regret, the death of thie emillE'nt jtoolo
giflt, and generoue supporter of Dr. Beke'. expedition. 
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Poulett Scrope's work on • Volcanos,' p. 476. Mr. 
Brigham, a missionary in Ha.waii, describes the boit

ing up of the lava, which leaves, on cooling, the most 

fantastic forms. The fact that Dr. 'Vetzstein speaks 

of them as being " like black tongues of flame." l 

would seem to show that these stick-like LoJies 

are uot composed of sulphur; hut this cannot be 

asserted for a certainty lU the :t.bsence of specimens. 

Altogether there is plenty of room for speculation. 

December 9.-We did no more than sleep at 

Paris, starting this mornillg at eleven A.M. by the 

express traiu for Turin. Before leaving the capital 

of France I should have liked Mr. Milne to see 

something of it, had there been time. As it was, 

I could-only ·suggest that whilst I went to pay a 

hurried visit to an acquaintance, he should go and 

sce the Pala&e of the Tuilcries, which. in its ruined 

state, is to my mip.d the sight most worth seeing 

in Paris on account o( its associations. I cannot 

look on it without fancying to myself that I see 

one of the ruined buildings of Ancient Rome, as 

it was before the intersticcs between the columns 

were walled up, so 88 to turn it to modern uses. 

My companion. had no such sentimental fancies. 

En vrai g~ologue, he came b""k full of the fossils 

Wie lul'gemde aehwane Flammen," ut "'p. p. 7. 
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he had observed ill the stones of which the palace 
• is built, which interested him far more than the 

building itself in its ruined condition. Travelling 

for five-and-twenty hours consecutively, we arrived 

the following day at nooll at Turin, where we rested 

for the day, but would not sleep, Uecause I deemed 

it bcttcr to go on the same evclling after dinner to 

Milan, and have five hours more journey before 

going to bed, and then to rise n.s much later next 

morning, so u.s to catch the train for Venice at 9.20 

A.M., instead of having to gct up at Turin for the 

sarnc train leaving that city at 4.40. Travelling 

in the early morning is much more uncomfortable 

than late ill the evening: the getting up iu the 

cold, and having to pack up, bl'eakfast ......... and you 

arc lucky if you can get it-and start in the dark, 

are things above all others to be avoidBd whenever 

it is practicable; and it is anything but warm here 

in the North of Italy in the, month of December. I 

wrote from here to Mr. Bolton to send me out a. 

copy of the best map for my jOlJ.rncy. 

An amusing episode occurred at Turin with a 

party of American females-I would not insult our , 
Transatla.ntic cousins by calling .them "ladies "

which, though it caused us BOrne little annoyance at 

first, was in the result a source of much amusement 
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to us, and wiIllong continue to be so. Being rather 

behindhand at the station, we found most of the car
riages fu1l1 and had some difficulty in finding places. 

Seeing our position, the guard opened the door of 

onc of the carriages, and desired us to get in. 

There seemed plenty of room in it, but as :Milne 

and I attempted to get up, we were met by loud 

cries of "You shan't come in here." Thinking it 

might be a "bdies' carriage," we were for turning 

back, but the guard persisted in saying we were to 

get in; and as we saw there was plenty of room,

there being only three females ill a carriage holding 

c,ght,-we took our places, though most unwillingly, 

a'> one of those, whose fellow-travellers we were 

thus deratinedeto be, placed herself in the middle of 

the carriage (where there is a division of the seats), 

and with hcr arms akimbo screamed out, "You • 
!>han't comc here! you shan't come here!" I 

• 
endeavoured to "tame the shrew" bJ> assurinO'" her 

• 0 

that I had no wish to intrude on her and her 

companions, and I should have much preferred not 

to travel with them; but she was not to be silenced: 

especially when, just as the train was going to start, 

the carriage 'd~r was opened and another m.ale 

passenger was shown in. He was a respectable 

Piedmontese, d.ppa.rently of the middle class, who 
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did not know [L word of English, and hearing this 

tOrrent of abuse poured out, seemed utterly scared, 

not knowing at all what it meant. He took his 

seat in silence by Milne's side, next to the door. I 

attempted a few words of explann.tion and apology, 

but I bad hardly opened my mouth when our as

sailant exclaimed, "You necd not speak Italian "

prononnced Eye-talian 1-" I understand what you 

say." Of course it was useless to take any noticE' of 

this, · or of her continued abuse of us men for our 

ill manners in intruding our company 011 laJies. 

Interspersed with thi~, was her calling through the 

window to a companion, who had joined a party in 

another carri[lge, and who could not be induced to 

leave them; not even to come to the" IUTlch" of 

which her friends with us were about to partake. 

It sounded strange to ollr Engl ish cars. to hear the 

repeated cry at night, .. Auuie! won't you come to 

your lunch 1 Annie I why d.on't you come to your 

lunch 1" And the absurdity of the expression made 

such an impression on us both, that during the 

remainder of our journey our usual call to menls 

was, <f Annie I won't you come to your lunch 1" , 
'Ve were most happy to part fro~ our American 

cousins at Alesaandria, they going on to Bologna 

and we to Milan. 
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After a good night's rest at Milan, we left that 

city for Venice at 9.20 A.M. I had purposed eall

ing on Mr. Kelly, Her Majesty's Vice·Consul, whose 

acquaintance, as you know, I had made when we 

were at .Milan towards the end of J 872, and who 

lives in the Albergo Reale, where we put up for t1e 

night. But, as it was too late to call on him, espe· 

ciallyas he had arrived from Como only the previous 

evening, I contented myself with sending my card to 

Ius apartment, with" P. P. C., on his way to Mount 

Sillai." Just before we started, Mr. Kelly came 

down into the breakfast· room ; the omnibus, how· 

ever, being in the yard, and our luggage loaded on 

it, we had only time for a few friendly words. 

Dct;cmbeJ'r 1 I.-'Ve arrived at Venice at 4.15 P.M. 

My first duty , .... as to despatch a telegram to you 

IlnnvuDcillg my safe arrival thus far; and then Milne 
• 

and I took our luggage on board the Peninsular 

aHd Orietltal Co~pa~y's steamer" Simla," by which 

vessel I had secured our passage. We have a cabin 

of four berths to our two selves: it is considerably 

forwart1, being even with the fore-hatchway; but 

this disadva.ntage is more than counterbalanced by 

our having it to ourselves; besides, the cabins for· 

ward do not f~el the motion of tbe screw. Baving 
deposited our luggllge in the cabin, we were not 
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allowed to remain 0:1 board, but had to go on shore 

for rthe night. We therefore went to the Hotel 

Danieli, dined, and after dinner I went out with 

Milne to show him the 'lions '-those of St. Mark, 

as well as the others. For myself, I have been at 

Venice twice before, and I am besides so thoroughly 

blase as regards mere sight-seeillg, that I hardly 

think I wonM go teD steps to see the finest sight 

in the world. Yet I heartily enjoy witnessing the 

excitement of those to whom such sights are a 

novelty, and 1 do not altogether dislike acting <U:I 

cicerone to young felIow-traveller~ , provided ouly 

that they are intelligent beings, and do not put my 

patience too much to the test by sillyqucstions and 

remarks. Milne ha.") never Leen on the COD~inent 

before, except for a day or two at St. 1\1alo, ill the 

time of the last Revolution, and the Zest with which 

he views all the novelties amollg which he p.."l.8SC!;, 

is very refreshing and amusing. But the best of 

all ig that his first thought is the mineralogical 

character of each object that presents itself to his 

sight. As in the case of the Tuilerics, it is not 

the form, or age, or historical character of the 

buildings, 80 much as the stone of which it is 

built. It is the same with him all the way along; 

it is not the landscape in which he is interested, 
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but the character of the rocks. He will make me 

a geologist in time. 

At sea, past Ancona, 2 P.M., December 13, 

1873.-'Vhen we went on board last evening, the 

stewa.rd told us that the steamer would not start 

till noon. I was therefore in DO hurry in the 

morning, but went out wiLh Milne to show him the 

Piazza di San ]\'larco. Still. not wiflhing to be 

behindhand, I thought it better to be on board 

soon after ten o'clock; and well it was that I did 

so, for when we reached the steamer at 10.25 A.M., 

I found her, to my surprise, on the point of starting. 

The bill of health wu.s already madc out, with the 

number of passengers on boArd, &c. lOur two 

nam.os had to be ~ulded; and as soon as this was 

done the health offi(,ers took their departure, and 

tho:: vessel started. Another fi,'c minutes and we 
• 

should have been too late. The stupid steward 

had misled us: ~lld my stupidity wa&. not less in 

allowing myself t"o be misled.. Fortunately my 

usual nervous anxiety to be in time served me in 

good stead; had I waited, as most people do, till 

nearly the last moment, 80 as still to have" plenty 

of time," 'I should ha.ve been too late. However. 

all's well that ends well. 

Thus far we have had lL delightful paBMoO"C, the sea 
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being as smooth as when you and I went from 

Trie&'te in 1861 on our way to Hanan. \Verenched 

Ancona by midnight, atld then took in cargo aU 

night, which was not the best thillg for a quiet 

night's rest. At 9.30 in the morning we left An· 

cona, and we are now steaming and sailing before 

the wind at the rate of eleven knots an hour. The 

" Simla" is OUl' old ship, which hali been some fifteen 

or eighteen years in the Indian seas, and is now put 

on the Mediterranean service. \Vith the exception 

of the officers, the ship has an Italian crew, now 

shipped at Venice. The English crew are on board 

as passengers to Alexandria., whence they will be 

sent home to Southampton via Gibraltar. They 

are a lazy, drunken, disobedient, insolent set, alld 

the Peninsular and Oriental Company have wisely 

decided on having only It..1,liaus in their Mediter· 

raocan servICe. I have rcally nothing to tell you 

except that I continue quite well, and get Oil with 

Milne, who helps me just as a. son might his father. 

Brindisi, December 14, Sunday.-\Ve arrived at 

about ten o'clock this morning after a wonderfully 

smooth passage, and are now busily taking in some 

300 tons of coal 'Ve were advised to'spend the 

day on shore on account of the dirt· and noise of 

coaling, and lfilne did indeed land as soon as we 
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arrived, but he did lIot remnin long on shore, being 

quite disgusted with the place; and no wonder. 

for it is, as you know, most uninteresting. Know

ing the place of old, I remained on board, writing a 

letter on the" three volcanoes" seen by Irby and 

Mangles, for insertion in the" Athenreum." I am 

Borry to say that our cJmmander, Captain Evans, 

tells me that, on our arrival at Alexandria, we shall 

have forty-eight hours quarantine. This will be an 

unfortunate loss of time and money, for we shall 

have to pay for our keep on board during the two 

days. 

Milne proposes that whilst thus detained au 

board ship in the Imrbour, I should give a lecture 

OQ. my· intended jouflley, both by way of killing 

time, and also of amusing and instructing our fel

low-passengers. He 11M already spoken to Captain 
• 

Evans on the subject, who thinks it a good plan, if 
• 

I have no objection. Of course I have not, as 
• 

litt.le or no preparation will be necessary, I having 

merely to read selections from my pamphlet. Milne 

aays that this giving lectures is usual on board 

American stell.mers, and that Professor Tyndall 

gave one ~oing out, and another coming home. I 
think the plan an excelJent one. 

And now about Captain Evans. He is your old 
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friend, the captain of the" Alma," which took you 

your fitst voyage from Southampton to Alexandria 

in 18561 He heard me last night talking about 

cholera in Mauritius, and so this morning he came 

and introduced himself to me. I thanked him 

heartily, as you may suppose, for all his kindness 

to you on that voyage. It so happens that at 

table we sit llext to the Captain, as our cabins 

are in the fVft.::part of the vessel, and therefore 

our seats at the table are not regulated by the 
position of our berths. Milne, , .... heo we came on 

board at Venice, chose an end seat, in order to 

provide for his having to run out of the saloon in 

the event of his feeling pteer. Our seats tnrn out 

to be number!:! two and three-the Captain: at the 

head of the table, being nnmber onc. Opposite we 

have a yOllng man and his wife, apparently ,newly 

married, who are going out to India., Next to me 

is an old Scotchman named 'VilliaI?s, who knew my 

brother, Colonel William Beek, and his son, Charley. 

in Sicily. I do not feel at all well to-day, and be

sides have a nasty hang-nail on the forefinger of 

the left hand, which bas obliged me to get the 

ship's surgeon to look at it. 

At sea, December Is.-We left Brindisi at 6,15 

A.M., the weather being even finer and the sea 



AT SEA. 141 

smoother thau it was III the Adriatic. I tell 

Captain Evans that if you could have kndwn we 

should have such a passage, you would have been 

almost tempted to have come with me. I wish 

you had; only t.hen how shoulJ we have managed 

about the expense? My slight indisposition has 

passed over, and I am, ill fact, all the better for it. 

A good many passengers came on board at Brindisi, 

so that we have now sixty-one first-class passengers 

and a lot of second class. 'Ve speak all the lan

guages of the Tower of Babel. 

D l'cember 16.-Tho weather is finer than ever. 

During the Hight I really thought we were not 

moving. my ealJin being so fur forward that in it 

tile motion of the screw and its noi8e are not felt. 

Nothing new among the passengers, except that 

one of them is a Colonel Moggridgc, of the Royal 

Engineers, with whom Milne became acquainted 
• 

last year on their passage together to America. He 

came on board at Brindisi, and they have now re

newed their acquaintance. He is a brother officer 

and friend of Colonel Gordon's, and we at first 

thought he might be going out to join him, 

but M~ln~ soon learned that he is going right 

through to India in quarantine; that is to say, a 

special train takes the Indian mails and passengers 
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across Egypt without communicating with anybody 

or ally~ing on the road-the train from Alexandria. 

to Suez no longer going through Cairo. On tLe 

voyage to Brindisi, and froro ihcucc Lithel', I have 

been studyiug the subject of the three volcanic 

peaks seen by hty and .Mangles, and I have em

bodied the results of roy investigation in an article 

intended for insertion in the " Athenroum." 1\'1i1ne 

is a famous preacher of roy "gospel;" perlutps I 

should rather say, an excellent jackal to my lion. 

He goes about talking with people about me and 

my expedition in a way I cannot, and could not do; 

so that by this time the affair is known and talked 

about by allan board. But I have not faUen 111 

with anyone who takes a special interest in it. 

December 17.-Still lovely weather, and it lS 

now getting warm. To-morrow moruillg we shall 

be at Alexandria, Iushallah I (Please Gud). In 

anticipation of our arrival, I haye completed the 

following article for the" Athenreum " : 1_ 

"During my journey from England I have been 

looking into the <Tra.vels in Egypt.' &c., of Captains 

Irbyand Mangles (Murray, 1868), whieh my com-, 
panion, Mr. Milne, has happened to bring ~ith him-

a work which I may possibly have seen in an earlier 

1 See AthWfllUlll, 3d JIUIUary 1874-
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edition in years gone by, but of which I have no 

recollection-and to my surprise and delight I .nave 

lighted on the two passages which are here trans

cribed. The onc is in page I IS! describing their 

departure from Gharundel, between Kerek and 

Petra, on the east side of the Ghor, the prolonga

tion of the valley of the Jordan south of the Dead 

Sea, where it is said, < Our road was now south

west, and a white lille ill the desert, at a distance 

to the left, as far as the eye could reach, wa.<; pointed 

out as the hadj road to Mecca. lVe not£ced three 

dark volcanic summits, 1.'('1·Y disti11guishable from 

the sand. The lava that had streamed from them 

farms a S01't of island in the plm·n.· And in the 

next pag~ on their arrival at Show bee or Shobck, 

they say, I'Ve had a most extensive view from here, 

comprising the whole skirts of the desert, with the 

volcanic' hills 1vhich 1 have mentioned.' 

H As I have ilOt a map here with me to which I 
might refer, I can~ot comment, except in general 

terms, on the very important facts brought to my 

knowledge in the foregoing extra.cts. But from 

these it appears tha.t the travellers, when taking a 

south-west course, saw to their left the road to 

Mecca, whicli, of course, ~re south-east or there-

I buy and MaDglet' "Travels in Egypt," LoDdoD, Murray, 1868. 


