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me, be is too old for mr hard work. However, I 

told l[ ak6.b I must nrRt see Mr. Rogers, and then I 

would talk about engaging him. 

About eleven o'clock I went again to the Consulate 

and had a long friendly talk wi th Mr. Rogers, who 

promised he would give me letters to the Mutsellim, 

which might be of use to me. He then saiJ that 

he had been seriously reflectillg on what I Lad told 

him about my intended voyage by Rea to Akaba, 

and he strongly recommended me not to undertake 

it. He said it was very hazardous, aud besides, 

might be very tedioul'>; as, if there were bad weather, 

I might remain au indefinite period at some out of 

the wny place una.ble to proceed. Then, too, the 

expense might be increased immensely by the, pro

tracted voyage. He said much morc to the same 

effect, and concluded with the strong recommen

dation that I should undertake the journe): by land 

on a good quiet /wl'se or 1nu~e, about which there 

could be no difficulty or uncertainty; the time bcing 

defined, and in all human calculation certain, and 

the upense being also defined and considerably 

lesa! All these considerations had suggested them

selves to me; indeed, so hesitating ~ad I become 

on the Bubject, that, whereas I had intended to 

write to Mr. West at Suez, asking him to enter 
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into treaty for a boat, I changed my mind, and put 

off doing so till to-morrow. I am glad I did,. as I 

now see that the boat voyage will not do at all. 

But then the land journey 1 If you were with me. 

I imagine you would strongly object to my under

taking it. Nevertheless, I fecI that I could do it 

safely, if not altogether comfortably, on a good 

horse or mule. 

AB I rome out from the Consulate I met Yakftb, 

to whom I communicated the alteration ill my 

plans. He, too, was strongly in favour of the laud 

route. If you were here with me what would you 

recommend me to do? I cannot throw up the 

affair; and Milne, though a very clever fellow, and 

most useful assistant, is quite incompetent to go 

alone·: so that if I do not go myself, the enterprise 

must be abandoned, and this I feel I cannot do. I 

am, thank God. in the enjoyment of better health 

than I have bAd for many years. I feel quite 

strong. and capable 'of enduring any reasonable 
fatigue, and, with God's help, I trust to get through 

the journey in health and safety. 

After writing the foregoing. I went out and 

called on Cook's head dragoman, Alexander 

Howard, to ask him how many days it is to Akab. 

from Suez direct. He does Dot know; so he sent 
p 
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out to inquire, aud got (as is usually the case) 

va~us answers-one man saying it was only four 

days. All at once he called out to a man passing 

by H Nabut I " when an old mn.n came in, whom I 

hn.ve often seen hanging about without knowing 

who he was. This was Yakl'.l.b esh Shellaby's It Abu 

Nabut." He appears to be an intelligent, sound, 

hale old man. I should hardly think he is more 

than siALy. He said the road is eight or nine days' 

ea.sy travelling: and suggested that I might have fI. 

litter, or palanquin, hung between two camels, one 

before and one behind, which is not a bad idea, 

and I think would even be cheaper than buying a 

horse: it certainly would be casier for me. I must 

speak to Yakfib about it. So I wished them good 

cveolOg. 

There is one most remarkable thing Abu Nabut 

told us, namely, that near Akaba is a .mountain 

called Djebcl-en-No.r (the mountain of light), on 

which, the Arabs say. God 'spoke to Moses rand, 

therefore, they stop and say thcir prayers there. I 
could not manage to extract from him its precise 

position. There is always 80 much indefiniteness 

and confusion with their <f rights .. and " lefts," be

hind and before, that one never can inake anything 

out of what they say; and Howard made it worse 
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by pretending to know what in fact he knew no

thing about. I must try and get at the root of the , 
matter through Yakt'lb. I should not be surprised 

at being told that my discovery of Mount Sinai, 

like that of Harran, is nothing new, for that the 

nativC8 knew ull about it long before me 1 It is 

vcry singula.r, nevertheless. Milne has just come 

in from the petrified forest, where he has been all 

day. I told him of my change of plans, when he 

simply asked, when we should start 1 That Djebcl

cn-Nur sticks in my gizzard: Mind it is not 

"Nor," which means "fire," but" Niir," "light: 

January 7.-1 got up very hoarse, but a cup of 

warm coffee and going out in the sun improved it 

a good deal, and I have no doubt I shall soon be 

all right again. To-day has been a busy day. I 

first went to Mr. Beyerle, who has been away on a 

shooting expedition with Sheriff Pasha. We t..l.lked 

of the progress i was making with NuLar Pasha, 

and he said he thought the firman would obtain for 

me every assistance in the power of the Mutsellim 

to give; but he did not think this would be 

much. 'Ve spoke about the Viceroy and the 

steamer. He said candidly that he had hoped to 

get it for me; and had not matters changed, and 

looked so bad lately, he might have counted 
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on succeeding. But it is not so, and that IS 

enough . 
• 

I have omitted to say that wllen I got up this 

morning I found at my door a letter from Mr. 

'Vest, saying that the I< Timsah " would cost £ I 20 

per day, or perhaps £150, even supposing I could 

have it, which I could not, without authority from 

London. The Khedive's boats are all engaged 

with pilgrims, except Ol1C which has been ordered 

to Massowah, and which I think I might have had, 

had General Stanton pressed it. But it is of no 

use complaining. A native boat Mr. 'Vest does 

not eODBider " prudent" or "expeditious" at tllis 

time of year. On this point we are d'accol'd: so 

there is an end of Suez. 

I now went to talk with Yak-fiL. On my way 

I was accosted 1y another dragoman. Mohammed 

Abu something, who asked me five~ pounds, 

and then came down to four p()uuds per diem; 

I paying extra for the tcrkJtterawan, or palan

quin, that is to say, buying it myself, and also 

paying for an extra camel to carry it. I said I 

would think it over. He did not know the country, 

however, though he said he had been once to 
Akaba, but no further. With y.kdb and also 

with Mr. Rogere I had • long talk about Abu 
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Nabut; inquired about his character through the 
• 

Chancellier of the Consulate, and after a great deal 

of talk I agreed to give him five pounds per day 

for twenty-five days from Cairo, or £125; with 

five pounds for each day extra.. This to include 

takhterawdn, and everything; half the amount to 

be paid down, and the remainder on our return to 

Cairo. So I shall not go to Suez at all. Going 

from Cairo is an extra expense, but then we save 

railway to Suez, and the expense of the hotel 

there, &c., so that it is not all loss. 

I think I Bce my way, especiaU?, as I DOW feel 

persuaded that Djebcl-en-Niir is one of the three 

mountains BceD by Dean Stanley. Abu Nabut had 

told Ynkftb that three mountains were to be secn 

from the plain of the Araba.h ncar Akaba., of which 

the Djebel;en-Niir is one, and that when we get 

there, he will sh()w it me through the telescope I 

What a wonderful thmg it will be I and Dean 

Stanley saw it without knowiJ~g it, just as Dr. 

Porter went to Harran without knowing it to be 
I, the Hanan." 1 When I came back from the 

ConsuJate I found letters from Messrs. Tod advising 

me of the despatch of my two cases by railway, 

the agent here saying I may expect them to-day or 

1 S&e Mre. Deke'. ,I Jacob', Flight." Introd. p. S. 
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ta~morraw . So this is all right, and everything 
• 

seems to be going on as well as I could desire; 

were it not for the confounded question of filt1ss: 

but we will try and remedy this as you shall sec. 

The takhterawdn, or palanquin, will be shown me 

on approval: it seems to be a sort of easy chair, in 

which I think I may manage to sit far a few hours 

(,:1ch day. I told .Milne I thought of starting 

shortly. All he asked was :l. few hours' notice to 

pack up his mineralogical specimens! He has 

found some very interesting ones. I shall get him 

to make drn.wings of' all the stations of the chil~ 

m'en of Israel from Succoth to the Encampment by 

the Red Sea, and thence to Rephcdim and Sinai. 

Afoor luncheon I wcut ta the Consulate, and'finally 

a.greed terms with Abu Nabut-thirty days at five 

pounds per day, or £150, and five pounds for every 

day extra. 

I have another proof that I am right. I spoke 

to Abu Nabut about H Jethro's Cave," which I wish 

Milne to go and see. He thought I meant a cave 

which he snys is ill the mountain near Akaba, 

exactly where I place Pi-ha~hiroth-the mouth of 

the caverns I I start from Cairo direct, and shall 

not enter Suez, but I shall write to you from thence, 

and shall come back to Cuiro direct. Your letters 
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you roust therefore send to the care of Mr. Rogers 

here, and you roust forward roe whatevf'r monet you 

get. God help me ! and yet I am sure He will not 

abandon me in this momentous undertaking. Mo

hammed, who asked four pounds per diem, had the 

conscience to say he should want £102 for extras. 

So after all Abu Nabut is the" sheepest." Mr. 

Rogers has in terested himself most kindly in the 

matter, and thinks I could not have done Letter. 

I have a thoroughly experienced man, and a 

Sherry; which is ulwaYb of value amongst theRe 

people. The HaJj left for Mecca on the 18th of 

last month, so that the road is clear. 

You have sent me some white clothes; but I 

uon't feel inclined to wear them, for washing is 

such a frightful price here. They charge four 

pence each for collars and pocket handkerchiefs, 

and I d~ not know that they do not charge the 
• 

same for each stockinp; 1 It is ruination living here: 

I shall indeed be thankful to be off. Colonel 

Morrieson has kindly called to say that he is going 

to the Pyramids to-morrow, and will take Milne 

with him, if he likes. Of course he accepts the 

kind offer, n~t so much on account of the Pyra

mids themselves, as because it will afford him an 

opportunity of measuring the dip of the Sphinx. 
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What a queer fellow he is f He has been out all 

day And brought home Borne skulls! The Ameri

can artists have said they are coming out to see 

us off, and to take a sketch of my caravan I My 

expedition is talked of a good deal, I find. 

January S.-Milne is off to the Pyramids, and I 

have been to see Abu Nabut, Yakitb csh S1e113oby, 

and Mr. Rogers, about the takhterawan, having 

doubts as to its jolting too much. They assure me 

it will not, and Mr. Rogers tells me he has ridden 

ill one himself. I am now told that Nabut will not 

Le ready to start tin Monday morning, so that we 

shall have two days more at this hotel, Pazienza. 1 

I have corrected my "Notes from Egypt," and 

written a letter to Mr. l\f--, which please .send 

off to him. I have also written a few lines to Mr. 

Bolton, at Stnnford's, which you will sentllikewisc. 

I have told him to kcep the information '(private;' 
• 

by which I mean that he ~hould not publish it, 

though I do not object at all to his talking ahout 

it. I enclosc a letter to Mr. Bates, the Secretary 

of the Royal Geographical Society. 1 send aU to 

you; both in order that you may see what I say J 

and also in order to save postage. ~ have written 

to our friend Mr. Thurburn, asking him to a.ssist 

you 88 to the remittance of funds. It may be that 
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the best course will be, if you are pressed for time, 

to get him to telegraph through the Bank of 'Egypt 

in London, to their agent here at Cairo, to pay 

me at once whatever money you may have to 

scnd me. This would save my being delayed in 

Egypt on my return, and the consequent expense 

of my st.'l.ying at the hotel to receive your remit

bmce by letter. 

I feel c.'UrieJ away by the inward conviction that 

I am right, anJ. t hat all things will work together 

for my good. I feel that I am doing the work of 

the Almighty, and that He will not desert me 

whilst in His 8ervice. I cannot resist the impulse 

-I would call it inspiration-but I fear to be 

thou~ht profnnc and presumptuou8, which carric8 

mc on beyond the bound8 of reason, and what is 

called common 8cnse. I feel myself called on to do 
this work, and do it 1 must, let the consequences 

• 
be what they may. ~cside8 which I cannot turn 

back. Bear with and help me, as, indeed, I know 

you will, to the utmost in your power. All will 

yet come right, I feel assured, however black 

things may look just at pre8cnt. Thank God, I 

keep my health pretty well, and I have taken no 

medicine, except Dr. Garrod's prescription : but I 

am getting tired of the hotel food, and wish I was 



%.14 DISCOVERY OF MOUNT SINAI. 

away. My cold has nearly left me. The weather 

appea.rs to be setting in fine; though it has been 

very cold. 

After luncheon I went to the Consulate to sign 

thc contract with Abu Nabm, and paid him the 

balance of first Lalf. Then, not having heard any

thing about the firman, I went to Gencrul Stanton. 

He had heard nothing, and recommended me to go 

to Nubar Pasha's divan, at thc Foreign Office. 

There I told my business to his secretary- Somebody 

Bey-and was asked to take a scat. After a while 

His Excellency came out, and told me in the most 

gr~cious manner,that His Highness would have much 

pleasure in receiving me on Saturday morning at 

half-past ten or eleven o'clock at the Palace of Ahdin. 

I thanked him, and said I would not fail to prescnt 

myself to His Highness at the appointed time. I . 
then asked about my firman, when, His Excellency 

said it should be made out p.nd sent to me at my 

hotel, so that I need not trouble myself to call. 

He shook hands with me most cordially, advancing 

towards the door of the anti-chamhre, in which we 

were; and so thanking him, to which he replied, 

H n n'y a pM de quoi," I left. I thought it only 

right to go and tell General Stanton. He had 

not heard of it; but said that he would probably 
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W at the Palace on Saturday himself. He informs 

me I have only to send up my C!l.rd, and ~ ubar 

Pasha will present me. I don't expect any good to 

come of it. However, what I asked for in this 

respect at least, I have got. 'Vith regard to my 

funds for the continuation of our jouruey I find 

matters are not so bad as I had fancied they were. 

I had made a mistake either in my accounts, or in 

my cash; for I bad taken it into my head that the 

hotel expenses, which will be some forty shillings 

per day, were forty shillings for each of us I All at 

once I have discovered my mistake. I have been 

sitting quietly in my room all the evening making 

notes about Deduins, &c., for the journey. and I am 

110'''' going to Led to sleep, a..'i I trust, in peace. 

J anuary 9.-During the night I have been 

thinkillQ of what Mr. -West wrote to me about the 

steamcr of thc Yiceroy, which is going from Suez to 
Massowah. This is .the vessel about which Nubar 

Pasha spoke, saying that she could not be spared; 

though he diJ not tell me that she had Dot gone to 

Massowah, but was doing duty as a tug in the Suez 

Canal, while one of the Canal tugs was taking Mr. 

Vivian to Port Said. I have now thought that if 

8he has not yet left Suez, but is going immed£ately, 

the Viceroy, might be induced to let her so far 
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devia.te from her direct course as to take me to 

Akaba, with my suite, the camels being ordered 

on to Akaba to meet me there. This would really 

be afluke-almost too good to come true. But it is 

worth trying for. So I went off this morning the 

first thing to Mr. BeyerM, and pressed him strongly 

to use his influence with Nubar Pasha, which he 

promised to do. His Excellency is not at bll8i~ 

ness to-day, it being the j\Iohammedan Sabbath, 

and General Stanton is out shooting with Sheriff 

Pasha, so nothing can be done with him till to-

morrow. 

I then called on Mr. Rogers to ask him for hi~ 

promised letters, which he says he will have 

written. We talked about my taking groan mODey. 

He advises me to take half copper and half silver; 

but I have decided to take one pound in copper 

to three in silver. I have bought, a kqtya from 

Yaklib for my hat, and Mil,ne has also bought 

one. They are very necessary, as you know, being 

so great a protection against the sun. On Mr. 

Rogers'S recommendation, I shall also take with me 

about twenty-five pounds in gold to give to Abu 

Nabut on the journey, in case he should be in need 

of it. 
The talchterawdn is something like a London 
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cab, only not on wheels, and without fixed sides 

and top; but these are supplied by means of cur-

taills which may be drawn or not a discretion, 

forming, in fa.ct, sometimes an opeu. and at others 

1\ closed cab. It haa a mattress and cushion to sit 

upon, and a sloping footboard on which to rest the 

feet, instead of being stretched out, as I expected 

they wou1d be. Mr. Rogers told me it wou1d be 
• 

fixed on the two po!es attached to the camels, 

which would have made it jolt drcndfully; but 

Yak6b eah 8hell.by h.s remedied this by suspend

ing the takhterawdn to the poles by means of ropes, 

which will serve as springs or something like them 

-the poles ~hemselves being slung beside the 

camels, one before and one behind. It is a rough 

sort of contrivlllJce, but Dot altogether UDcom-
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fortnble. It is certain I could not perfOl'ffi the land 

journey without a palanquin, and even 80, I shouJd 

be well glad if I were saved the bnd journey to 

Akaba. Besides the saving of fatigue, it would 

give me more time there, so that by the time 

the camels arrived, I might be ren.dy to start for 

Suez, and thus be back within the month. This 

afternoon Colonel Morrieson came to ask me and 

Milne to go out with him for a ride, but I declined. 

with thanks. Milne is gone. Abu Nabut has 

been Lo ask whether I would let him have some 

more money at Akaba in case he should want it: 

this I expected, and therefore consented. Your 

remittance had better be sent to me in circular 

notes. I do not want you to pay money into the 

Bank of Egypt except in C..'lse of absolute necessity. 

TLit! bank is, I am told, dearer in their terms than 

any other house. Tod, Rathbone, & Co.' give half 

per cent., that is, teu shillings ill a'hundred pounds 

more than the bank. I trust I shall receive your 

letters before I start, 80 that I may answer them; 

and also know how you are: I should not like to 

start without. 

January lo.-A most eventful day. In the first 

place, I received in the morning your dear letter of 

December 31st and Janua.ry 1st, and a.m glad to 
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hear you are so much better, though still not quite 

well. I am much pleased with your letter te the 

t'Times," which was very cleverly done. I had 

already seen it in the newspaper of December 

30th, which was in the reading-room before your 

letter arrived. I also saw the notice in the later 

paper, without knowing it was from you. I 

am glad I got your letter before I went to the 

Khedive, because it refreshed my memory. I am 

ouly sorry I did not gct the extract from my 

.. Idol III Horeu," which I foulld on my re

turn from the Palace. It is precisely what I 

wns in want of; and now to tell you what 

occurred. 

At 10.30 A.M. I started for the Palace of ALdin 

dressed ill black, with frock-coat, and black neck

tie, being, ns I am, in mourning. On my arrival 

at the Patace I was asked my name, whereupon I 
gave my card. . 11ly visit being expected, I was 

requested to walk into the waiting-room, where 

there was sitting one of the persons in attendance

I don't know his rank-who addressed me as Mons. 

Ie Docteur, and requested me to be seated. Coffee 

was soon served to us both, in the ordinary finjal 

v."ith inigree stand. Othcr persons came ill on busi

ness, for whom also coffee was brought, and I was 
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nsked to take a second cup, but I declined. Here they 

drink coffee all day, as you know. After a quarter of 

an hour or 80, during which I employed myself 

reading your letter, an attendant came in, to say 

that His Highness was prepared to recci vo me. I 

rose, but was told to wait for a minute or two. 

Another official then came, and said His Highness 

W88 ready to receive me, and asked me to accompany 

him. We then went up a broad staircase, thickly 

carpeted, two flights apparently, when I was shown 

into a room, in which were several officers richly 

dressed, and others in attendance. From a side 

room, which was filled with smoke as if it were a 

sanctuary-mark this as a matter for after consi

deration-NuLar Pasha issued, and shook hands 

with me, and took me to an inner room, close to 

the door of which I was met by a gentleman of 

about forty years of age, or perhaps not 'so much, 

dressed in the usual European dress, with frock

coat and tarbush: he shook hands with me most 

cordially. and asked me to walk in. I followed 

him into a further inner room, not quite clear in 

my own mind whether he was really the Khedive, 

whom I had expected to find seated in his 

Divan-as I had found Mohammed Ali Pasha in 

J 84o-but these doubts were removed sa: soon 88 I 
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saw there was no one else in the room, and by his 

desiring me to sit down on a sofa, he himself taking 

an arm-chair close to the window. 

Ismail Pasha is a very short, thick-set man. He 

has a fine intelligent face, and seems very good

natured. No one could be more amiable and court

eous in his behaviour, which was thlLt of one gentle

man conversing on equal terms with another. Nubar 

Pasha sat in a chair near the Viceroy's end of the 

room, facing him. The conversation was commenced 

in French by the Foreign Milllster, who explained to 

His Highness the object of my journey, &e., to which 

the Viceroy listened attentively, and seemed as if 

interested; a pause ensuing, 1 said that the object 

of my. soliciting the honour of being allowed to pay 

my respects to His Highness was, that in 1840 I 

had passed through Egypt, and had paid my re

specta to Mohammed Ali Pasha of blessed memory, , 
and that I wished to ~o the same to His Highness. 

He expressed surprise at my having been in 

Abyssinia; so I had to explain all about my repre

sentations made to the British Government so long 

in vain, and what the late Mr. E. Egerton, Under

Secretary of S~te for Foreign Affairs, had said to 

me, when it was too late to save the country 

£9,000,000, namely, If Dr BekE', if the Govern-
Q 



242 DISCOVERY OF MOUNT SINAI. 

ment had followed your advice and policy, there 

womd have been no Abyssinian captives, and no 

Abyssinian war!" This gave rise to the remark 

that persons in authority did not like to follow the 

advice of savants~r, as I udded, persons out of their 

own circle-those not belonging to their own corps. 

I cannot repeat the precise words that were used on 

the subject, on which we all three had our say. 

i then passed to the subject of my scheme for 

flooding the Libyan Desert, u.s a means of sup

plC8sing the slave trade.) The Khedive said he 

could not understand how it was known to be below 

the level of the ocean: he did not think it had ever 

been levelled. I spoke of the advantage it would Le 

to commerce and civilisation to bring the sea near 

to Kordofan and DarfUr; II to which His Highncss 

iUlseuted, but doubted the practicability, not to 

speak of the expense. As to the idea 'attributed 

to M. de Lesseps, of turning the waters of the 

Nile into the Desert, it waS absurd. I mentioned 

that Dr. Schweinfurth had told me of the French 

project to inundate the Sahara behind Algiers.' 

The KMdi ve said he did not know that Dr. 

Schweinfurth was, or had been, in Egypt. He told 

1 See # Egypt Aa It b," pp. 329-374- t Ibid. 170-
J TlIilI project is now actually in COUtle of operation. 
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me that Schweiufurth is a Russian subject, but had 

undertaken his journey for Germany. 

I next spoke of my lJaviug interested myself in 

the growth of cotton in Egypt; and that I had pre

Bellted a " Memoir" on the subject to Said Pasha; 

and had published several papers on the matter. I 

But that in Said Pasha's time Egypt was not what it 

is now, and therefore I had not succeeded in accom

plishing what I wished. My project tlUJ'li was to 

connect Taka with Suakin by a Tram or Canal, aud 

later by a Railway.2 1'0 this His Highncss said, 

the one was neady, if not quite, as expensive as 

the other, in the first cost; and as to the railway 

wood could be found to take the place of coal. 

This ~ doubt, but I did not care to say so. 

I had now been with the Khedive more than a 

quarter, indeed the best part of half, an hour. I 

paused, abd was looking towards N ubar Pasha, as 
• 

if to receive a signal from him to leave, when an 

animated conversatio~ took place between the 

Khedive and His Excellency in Turkish, of which 

I understood only one word, "pecki," meaning 

1 .. The Mol in Horeb," p. 91. London: Tinsley Brothel'll. 1871. 
I It would appear that thisBcheme hu been adopted by the Viceroy 

at the inatanee of Mr. Fowler, to whom Dr. Reb oleo communicated 
bia plan. See" The Khidi'Ve'a Egypt," pp. 353-357 j "Egypt All It 
la," p. 239. 
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"yes," "good," "very well "-assent generally

whil!b. the Prince kept repeating in reply to what 

his minister said. Nubar Pasha then rose, and I did 

the same. The Khedive rose also, and on my thank

ing him for the honour he had done me, he asked 

how long I expected to be absent, « a month or so ~ .. 

and whether I returned by the way of ~airo. On 

my replying in the affirmative, His Highness said, 

shaking bands with me most heartily . .. Alors a 
votre retour j'aurai Ie plaisir de vous serrer la 

main." I again thanked him and took leave; but 

His Highness accompanied me out of the inner 

room, and halfway (at least) across the second 

room; where I again bowed and left. 'Vhat think 

you of this reception ? But this is not all. As we 

descended the stairs, I said to Nubar Pasha, "Excel

lence, I said nothing to His Highness about the 

steamer as I promised. but I have no'w to tell 
• 

you that I have heard "-and I was beginning to 

repeat what Mr. 'Vest had told me-when he 

stopped me by saying, to my surprise, "His 

Highness has ordered me to communicate with 

M~Killop Bey to know whether it is practicable 

to give you a passage to Akaba; ar:'d if it can be 

done it shall." I could scarcely believe this, espe

cially when he added, "I must telegraph to 
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l\1rKillop Bey, who is at Alexandria, and will let 

you know when I get his reply.1> On my express

ing my hope that it might be managed, he said 

it rested entirely with M."Killop, who had the 

entire charge of the Marine. His Excellency was 

then going to pay a few visits-I had accompanied 

him down to the entrance, where he got into his 

carriage-and would go and telegraph immediately 

to Alexandria, he said. I got into my carriage, and 

drove off likewise; on my way ea1ling at Messrs. 

Tod's to pay some money for postage and expenses, 

and then home. 

On my way I met Mr. Beyerle, to whom I told the 

good news. He was surprised, as only this morning 

he ha.d spoken to N nbar Pasha, who told him it 

could not be done. I have not much expectation 

myself; but I thought I might do what I could to 

help it; so I sat ,down instantly and wrote a letter 

to my friend Mr. Fleming, asking him to intercede 
• 

with his friend M?Killop Bey, and also with 

Fedrigo Pasha. I had only time to write a few 

hurried lines, and as I was already too late for the 

town post, I had to send a donkey-boy off with my 

letter to the r~lway station. I must not omit to 

say that before leaving the Khedive'a presence, I 

heard Nubar Pagha. apeak &bout a "firman," to 
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which was replied" pecki," wiLh a reverence on 

the pa.rt of His Excellr>ncy, to show that the order 

would be obeyed. \Vhilst I was finishing my letter to 

Fleming, Mr. 0., a visitor, on his way from India to 

England-a Madras civil scrvtlnt-came and wislted 

to speak to me. :Milne had alrC'ady told me Lc was 

much interested in my expedition, and introduced 

him to me-I mr>:ln before I left for Abdin; and he 

had evinced so mnch interest in roy journey and 

its object, that I had given him a copy of roy pam

phlet. He now came to propose that he should join 

me. Milne had told me he seemcd much inclined to 

do 80. 1'0 cut a long matter short, he consented to 

give me £2, lOS. per diem if he went with mc. 

'While I think of it, I wish you to sn.y n~thing 

about" Djebel-en-Niir." From whn.t Abu Nabnt 

tells me, I imagine it must be on the wrollg side of 

the ' Vady Arabah, and thcreforll not ~y MOUllt 

Sinai. But if so, I suspect, I have heard before of 

this" Mount Sinai" somewhere. The subject must 

be left till I know something definite. I enclose you 

the agreement entered into between Mr. Milne and 

myself. It is dated to-day; but was, in fact, signed 

last night. I know he is afraid we shall Dot be 

back in England by the end of February. As far 

as the ma.tter rests with me, we shall, for I am. as 
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anxious and nervous on the subject as he can pos

sibly be. Master Abu Nabut has been and "Clone 

me out of another ten pounds on account. He is a 

Nubian, a people noted for their fidelity, and he 

seems an honest fellow, so I hope all will go well. 

Now to answer your dear letter this evening as 

I must post mine to-morrow morning before church_ 

You managed the " Times " letter very-nicely. You 

are at liberty to make up as many letters as you 

please from wlmt I write to you: having more time 

for consideration, you will often express yOUl'8Clf 

better than I do in my hurry, and you ean leave 

out allythillg you do not approve of. By-the-by 

General Stanton was not at the Palace; at all 

events I did not see him. He has been most civil . 
and obliging as far as forms go, and I have no su b-

st.antial ground, or wish for believing him not to be 

willing tb serve me, if he could do so, without 
o 

putting him~lf much out of the way. I have now 

written likewise to M;. Kay, and to Fedrigo Pasha, 

asking for their interest with M~Kinop Bey. I do 

not wish to leave a single stone unturned. 

On my return I shall want one hundred and 

fifty pounds, OF, perhaps, I ought to say two hun

dred; of course, Milne will go on to England direct 

through Egypt: but I must stop a few days here 
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myself, in order to see the Viceroy, 3S His Highness 

has mvited me to do 80. I have written to the 

publishers about my book, and, if I have time for 

this post, I will send you both this letter and onc 

to Afr. Heugh to forward. You will see what I 

say. If you think fit you can cnclose in the pub

lisher's letter a copy of my agreement with Mr. 

:Milne; and, should I die, you must write my book 

for me, from my materials. I will endeavour to 

make them as complete as possible during the jour

ney ; bu t I trust ill God,.who has so far protected 

me, to hring me home safely. 

I sec in the" Times" of the alteration in our old 

finn in King 'Villiam Street, which is now Blyth, 

Greene, Jourdain & Co. What lucky fellows ~urn

Blyth and Jourdain are! I t is now just twelve 

o'clock, and I am so sleepy I must really go to bed. 

My eOl1gh is still a little troublesome; 'hut only 
• 

wanta change of air to remove it altogether. If I 
am successful I will date you a telegram from U the 

Crater of Mount Sinai," which please therefore, 

enter in your list of telegram cyphers against the 

word" Palace." The beauty of the 1oord-telegrams 

is, that if even they should happen ~ be misspelt, 

it does not signify. 

January I I.-This morning I must finish, and 
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post my letters before going to church, so that I 

cannot give you any positive news about the stcll.mcr 

and the firman, or about our starting. I am to 

see the taldaerawdn to-day. The tent was seen by 

Milne and others yesterday; it is set up behind the 

New Hotel, and is said to be a very good one. It is 

like ours in Syria, namely, the ordinary kind, and 

not like the swell tents we took with us from 

Edgington's to Abyssillia. I hl.wc bought some 

whisky and brandy to take with us on the journey, 

n.n umbrella, nod sunury littl(' articles. If I get the 

steamer to Akaba I shall try to keep her long 

enough to allow me to ascert.1.in the substantial 

correctness of my views; in which case I shall 

write. to MUllz inger Bey, to telegraph the news to 

General Stanton, whom I shall ask to publish it. 

It would be very curious if the news reached 
Europe 'l!ia M assowah! There is no,," a Govcrn-

• 
ment telegraph line to that plnee. I shall be glad 

to get away from her~ on Milne's aecount as well 
ns on my own. He wants to be actively employed. 

Having used up all the geological facts that this 

oare region presents to him, he is now hard at 

work, studying Arabic, Italian, and French, I 

wish you would send me out a copy of my .. Idol 

in Horeb," containing the paper (Appendix B) on 
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the Nile, for me to make use of on my return; 

or die leaves would be enough, as they contain 

aU that I require to communicate to the Viceroy. 

Tinsley will give them to yuu if you ask him. 

January II, continued.-On my way to church, 

after posting my letter, I met our friend Mr. 

W. E. Cooke, the artist, who had just arrived 

in company with Professor Owen, and Mr. Fowler, 

the Khedive's engineer. I spoke to Cooke about 

my expedition, and gave him a copy of my 

pawphlet, which he said he would Jook at. Pro

fessor Owen, perhaps, I may see when I return. 

He is stnying at Mr. Fowler's, Mr. Cooke is at 

the New Hotel. Now that the time of departure 

draws nigh, I am getting nervous and" fullky.... I 

feel as if I should like to go back. if I could. You 

know it is all fidgetiness; for if I were offered 

the option of giving it up, I sho~ld of coul'f!e re

fuse. Stil], J cannot help feeling nervous. I am 

off my feed, and shall be so ti1l I am off. I ought 

not to tell you all this; but you know me 80 well 

that I may just as well say it, lest you should 

imagine me to be 80 exalee 88 not to possess any 

longer my ordinary feelings. No; ,I look at the 

matter in all its bearings, and 1 see and feel that I 

have no easy task before me, but one which will 
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reqUire all my strength, and resolution, and pre

sence of mind, to enable me to carry it through. 

As I came out of church I saw Mrs. Stanton, 

and asked her whether it would be convenient for 

General Stanton to see me to-day. She said. "Y cs, 

at two o'clock." After lunch. I was just going out, 

when a polite note c..'l.me from Mrs. Stanton, say

ing that the General has an engagement at two 

o'dock, bnt asking me to go and dine there, 

when I "hould be al,\e to Ray good-bye to them. 

Of course 1 accept, though I meant to be packing 

up; so I rom'lt tlo it now. But this going out to 

dine is a bother. This morning I was caugll t 

in a tolerably heavy shower of rain-in this place 

whete it never used to raill-and hnd to take 

shelter in the tent. 

I want to sit dowll and write Borne letters, but 

my hand shakes with pulling the boxes about and 
• 

packing. and my min~ shakes with thinking about 

all things. 

way home. 

I wish it was all over, and I on my 

How happy I ~hould then be I III 

talking with a. dragoman about Djebel-en-Nur, he 

tells me it is seen from" Mount Sinai," sixty-miles 

off. It canu?t, therefore, be one of the Sinaitic 

group by any possibility. I think it must cer

tainly be a mountain of the range marked on the 
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map as Djcbel-et-Tih, exwuding across from Suez 

to Altaba to the south of the Hadj road. If so I 
must sce it on my right hand, as I approach 

Akaba. I daresn.y you think I urn troubling my

self with what ought not to concern me; but it 

aocs concern me, on account of the "tradition," 

which I expect to find to be of older date than 

that of thc " Sinai of Tourists," anals most impor

tant to be used as an argument. 

11.15 p.M. - I am just back from General Stanton's. 

Thete was ollly a small party, Colonel [now Sir J.] 
Stokes, RE., one of the Suez Canal Commissioners, 

who has just arrived from Constantinople, ana is 

staying with the Stn.lltons ; a Mr. Greenfield, the 

contractor for the Alexandria. Breakwater;. Mr. 

Clarke, the cbaplrulJ; and myself. Nothing parti

cular took place. General Stanton w a.c; with the 

Kheaive this morning (not yesterday). hut 1 was not 

alluded to; ill fact, the Ge~era1 forgot all about 

me. I told him of my reception, and he cannot 

make out where it took place. He never was at any 

place answering my description, and thought my 

reception was very marked! He could not under

stand how I should have imagineq that Nubs.r 

Pasha would hand me over to a master of the 

ceremonies, or allow anyone. in fact. to introduce 
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me but himself; to which I replied that I was not 

very familiar with Court etiquette. I only recollect 

that the Khedive's grandfather, Mohammed Ali 

Pasha, received me sitting on his Divan, and I 

naturally concluded that there would have Leen 

rather more ceremony. The fact seems to be that 

I was received in the Viceroy's private apartments. 

I told the General I intended starting to-morrow. 

He said, he thought I might stay two or Lhree 

d:~y8 longer, and let the camels go on to Suez 

without me, although he admitted that the firman. 

and the notice about the steamer, could be sent on 

to me at Suez, and also that I should be quite right 

in going to NuLar Pasha tv-morrow morning, as I 

intel!d doing. So I took leave of him and Mrs. 

Stanton till my return from Mount Sinai. Of 

course, I had their best wisbes, &e., &c. 

Janu(h'Y 12.-You will not Le prepared for the , 
blessed news I have to tell you. This morning, 

after breakfast, I calied on Nubar PtlSha to ask 

about the firman, and to say I was off to-day. I 

went to his private residence, which is much like 

that of any European gentleman. Afemale servant 

was taking up the breakfast-things as I went in. 

After waiting nearly half an hour His Excellency 

came to me, and presented me with the firman, 
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aud he then put into my hand, to read, a despateh 

froIlli M~Killop Bey. saying I could have the steamer 

to take me to Akaba.. I could hardly hold the paper 

for joy! If I had only klloWU this at fint r should 

have natul"J.lly altered my arrangements. As it is, 

r am bound by my contract with Abu Nabut, the 

only difference being that he will go straight on to 

Suez, where r shall meet him by train, and then take 

him and the cook on board wit,h me, so we s1all get 

to Aka.ba much quicker by ship than by cara.van. 

This will involve an extra expense for hotel bill 

here and at Suez. But on the other hand it will 

very much shorten the length of the entire journey, 

for which I am most thankful r shall not now 

leave Cairo till 'Yednesday morning. N ubar Pasha 

has t elegraphed to :M~Killop Bey to ask wLe~ the 

steamer will be ready. M~Killop says it will take 

four days for the voyage, and then three days back 

to Tor, to coal. Of course I tha'nked His Excel

lency most warmly. 

'Vith reference to Mr. O.'s accompanying us, 

r had almost arranged with Abu Nabut for a 

third traveller, when Mr. O. told me he is on 

his way home to be married, and expects to be 

called to England before the end o(February, and 

on reflecting well over the matter, he did not sec 
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how he could be absolutely stwe of being back in 

time; and in such a delicate matter as marriage, he 

could not break his engagement. If he could make 

sure of being back here by the middle of February, 

nothing would delight him more than to go with me. 

I have explained to Mr. Milne that, as he is 

pressed for time it might suit his convenience to 

go straight on from Suez by steamer through tLe 

Canal whell we return, to which he seems to have 

no objection. I am in such a whirl ill consequence 

of this unexpected good luck, that I scarcely know 

how to set about what 1 have still to do. 1\1 y first 

task is to communicate this goou news to you. I 

Lave seen l\Ir. Rogers who is having the letters 

written to the Sheikh of Akaba, and the .J.lfud£1·

that 'is his Egyptian titlc-~lulsell£m" is 1'urkish. 

My firmall is addressed to the Sheikh. He is to 

render me every assistance, &c., but nothing is said 

about expenses. 'I must be glad to t.'l.ke what I can 

get. Please Gou all will go well. Do your best, 

dea~. to help me, as 1 know you will. I am now 

going to see Mr. Fowler before 1 leave, and have 

a. talk: with him about a Canal from Taka to 

Suakin. This was Sir William Fairbairn's sug

gestion to me, "instead of a Tramway,l 

1 • The Ide-I in Horeb.' AppendiJ; B, p. 104. 
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Janua1'Y 12, contillued.-I sellt you very good 

news about tbe steamer tbis morning via lI-fm'

seilles. I shull telegraph shordy to you to-morrow, 

in order to anticipate my lru.t gloomy letter l'itt 

Brindisi. The cases and Milne's London puckagc 

have gone off with the camels. My camels with 

the takltterawdn stop behind, because ALu NaLut 

and Yakftb cah Shellaby have managed to "mIs

understand my instructlOlls." The chair of which 

it in renlity consists is wi thout any covering. As 

I told you, I eonscnted to its llot Leing clo~ed lJl 

like a cab with windows, &c., but not that it should 

be without covering agaillst the rain and the SUD. 

But they pretend that when I waived the OIle I 

waived the other. This caused a Lit of a row, and 

they hurried off to do as I intended they sllOuld. 

In the course of half an hour I am to see /tow they 

have complied with my wishes. ~f I am 'not satis

fied, I tell them I will not go with Abu Nabut. 

The contract is for a takhterawan, not a mere open 
chair, so I am clearly in the right. Meanwhile I 

have been to tell General Stanton of my good news. 

He congratulated me, but said he did llot expect it. 

In the morning I was going to call on Professor 

Owen, and through him to make the acquaintance 

of Mr. Fowler; but on the way I met him 
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coming to my hotel, though not to call on me, of 

whom indeed he knew nothing. We walked 

together to the hotel, and had an interesting talk 

about my views, in which he substantially agrees ; 

or, I should rather say, he goes much beyond me; 

believing, like Colenso, not in the untruth of the 

history as interpreted, but in the history itself I I 

spoke about Mr. Fowler, and he told me that the 

best time was to call on him towards sunset. As 

I had to go again to look at the takhterawdn, I went 

towards his house rather earlier than Owen said, and 

luckily met Mr. Fowler just as he was coming out, 

on his way to Nubar Pasha's Divan. I walked with 

him, and explained to him my plan for a Canal 
between Taka and Suakin, which, he said, wonld . 
be much more expensive than a railway, and, there-

fore, was not to be thought of.l I gave him, how

ever, my~paper2.which you sent me, when he said 

he would look it over carefully. I then gave him 

t~ copy of my U Mount' Sinai a Volcano," a subject 

in which, to my surprise, he seemed more interested 

than in my Canal. He condemned Owen's open 

assertion of his opinions, even if permissible 

among men of science. My moderate views he 

I See .. The Kh6dive'. Egypt," p. 353· 
1 Set "The Idol in Horeb," Appendi'l B. 

R 
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thought highly of, alJd on taking leave of me, ex

pres~ed the hope that he should see me on my return. 

On coming into the hotel I r:ceived a letter from 

Messrs. Tad, Rathbone, & Co., with the following 

message from Mr. Kay, H Inform Dr. Beke favour

able answer sent to Government." Mr. 'Volff adds, 

.. 'Ve have no doubt you will understand the mean

ing of this messnge," which, I< no doubt," I do. It 

was extremely kind of Mr. Kay to telegraph this. 

Now about the takhtcrawdn. ·When J got to the 

Bput I found the skeleton of the covering up, which, 

with a little alteration, is to my satisfaction. The 

covering will be of oiled cloth, so as to keep off 

the rain. The sides will be removable, to allow 

me to look about me when I like. Cushions for 

my arms are also added. Altogether, I thi'nk it 

will do very well. Yakt'lb is so delighted with it, 

that he means to ride in it past my hotel to show 
• 

it off. My caravan consists of thirteen camels, and 

the Sheikh rides one. I wish we had a party of 

half a dozen, or more. But I was tied up by the 

expectation of the steamer, and only acted at the 

last moment in baste. Yet I feel confident all is 

for the best as it is: companions chosen at the last 

moment might have heen anything but agreeable 
ones. 
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I have been on my legs aU day, and am so tired 

I do not know what to do scarcely. If exerC2'se is 

to keep off the gout, you may rely upon it I shall 

not have an attack till after I get home, and you 

spoil me by doing everything for me. I say it 

with thankfulness that I am really wonderfully 

well. Professor Owen, who is four years younger 

than me, is ten years older in appearance; and as 

a physiologist, he congratulated me on my frwne: 

he would not hesitate, he said, to pass an assurance 

on my life. J t has rained again to-day; and yet 

Nubar Pasha says he does not see any material 

change in the climate since he first came here I I 
do not think he will fiud many back him in this 

OplDlOD. I had a cup of cafl noir with Nubar 

Pash~ this morning, in a regular coffee cup, a lu 

Fran~ai8eJ or rnther a l' A nglaiBe, handed on a 

tray by a servant in European clothes. It is the 
• 

ton here to be quite European, or rather English. 

By the last mail an' English nurse, or nursery 

governess, came out for one of the Viceroy's 

children. 

At dinner, Mr. Gibbs, who sits at the table 

nearly facing me, asked me whether I knew Mr. 

Tuck. the telegraph agent at Suez, who is under 

him, as he should be happy to give me an introduc-
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tion to him, when I said that I knew Mrs. Tuck, 

Mr., West's step-daughter. This was not the be

ginning of the conversation. He at first congratu~ 

lated me on my having got the steamer, and asked 

me when I started. I told him that my camels 

started to-day, and that I hoped to follow them 

in a couple of days; when he said that he should 

like to have some further conversation with me 

respecting my journey, if I would allow him, to 

which I, of course, assented. I must tell you that 

yesterday he bad called my attention to your letter 

in the "Times," which he fancied I might not 

have BceD I After dinner he asked me into his 

room, which is on the ground floor near the 

dining~room. I had some time ago given him a 

copy of my pamphlet, he having spoken to me 

about my expedition. He is a busy, and to some 

extent an influential, person in this country, as being 

the head of the European TeJegraph Company in 

Egypt, and as far as Aden .• \Vell, what he wanted 

to know was the route I purposed taking when I 

started, &c. I knew perfectly well his object; but 

saw no reason why I should Dot tell him what I 

make no secret of with anyone. I told him of 

the steamer being under orders to go to Maasowa.h. 

to be under the orders of Munzinger Bey, which led 
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to a conversation about this latter, when Mr. Gibbs 

said that he is no longer at Massowah, "aome~y" 
Bey, haviug been appointed in his place; to which 

I answered that I supposed then that he was at Taka. 

I heard tha.t Munzinger I had been conniving at the 

slave trade, and had been reported. In the course 

of conversation, l.1r. Gibbs said that he should be 

happy to receive, either himself, or through the 

agent at Suez, any communication 1 might like to 

ma.ke to him whilst on my journey, which should 

be telegraphed to London free of expense to 

me, for which I thanked him. I think it is a 

chance I ought to avail myself of. It will be 

better than writing letters. I told him I wanted 

to send a telegram to you, and wished to know 

whether I could send one of ten words. He at 

first thought 1 could not, but afterwards said 
• 

I could. He however suggested that I should 

not send it till .. km·.w for a certainty when I 

should start, and said that M~Killop Bey would be 

here on 'Vednesday, and that he thought I ought 

to wait to see him. I shall send my telegram off 

to you nevertheless, and I told him so. The 

waiting here for M~Killop Bey will not Buit 

I ThU official 10llt hi!. life in the ill-fated. EsYI'tian Expedition 
againl\ AbY8llinit. in 1876. 
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my book, as I should be paying hotel expenses, 
• 

whilst at the same time the camel hire is running 

Oll. I must endeavour to get on board the steamer 

as soon as possible, as I want to have all the time 

I can at Aka.ba. before the camels arrive. It was 

nearly ten o'clock before I left Mr. Gibbs to come 

and write to you. 

Mr. Milne is gone to the theatre. At dinner to~ 

night he nearly drove me into leaving the ta.ble

I was almost going into hysterics from a remark 

he made. After Mr. Gibbs had congratulated me 

upon my baving obtained a steamer, I said to 

Milne, Mr. Gibbs wants to telegraph home the 

progress of my discoveries; to which he replied, 

.. What startling reports he will give f DisCQvered 

the Tables of the Law-Milne half way up the 

cone." The 'idea was so perfectly absurd that I 

burst out laughing. At the sallle time: though I 

could not check the laugqter, I was 80 strongly 

impressed with the serious and momentous nature 

of information such as I hope to send home, that 

the two together almost overpowered me. Milne, 

of course, only looked at the amusing aide of the 

question, and continued laughing and joking; 

whilst I, though I could not refrain from laughing. 

yet the serious view still predominated, till at last 
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I had to hold my head between my two hands, and 

cover my face-begging, nay, entreating him, to 

leave off, or I should really have to leave the room. 

At length he was quiet, and I recovered my equa

nimity. But it was a very close run. My laugh

ing was with difficulty prevented from turning into 

a good fit of crying I When one reflects on the 

subject, it becomes a very serious one indeed. I 
wish it were all over! 

Mr. Milne has come in, not haviug been to the 

theatre as he intended, but remained below watch
ing the preparations for a grand supper, given by 

a Russian princess, who is staying in the house, 

on this their New Year's day, or rather, I be

lieve: it is to-morrow, their 1St of January, and 

the supper is for the purpose of beginning the 

New Year. It is in a private dining-room, on 

the opposite side of the house, so that I saw , 
nothing of it, as I came from Mr. Gibbs. I fancy 

she is a .Afadame de 'Bekestow (toff)-no "prin

cess," unless incognito. 

January I3.-This morning I went to caJ.l on 

Nubar Pasha. I was kept waiting upwards of two 

hours. It was apparently his reception day, and 

some twenty persons were there with me, &nlong 

them, Mr. BeyerlO, and a Greek priest of rank, • 
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bishop, I believe. .Mr. Beyerle and several others 

went! into an inner room whe,re I fa.ncied His Excel~ 

leney was; but it appeared that I was wrong, as after 

a. time he came into the room as if from upstairs, 

walked quickly across it, we all rising and salaam

ing-I bowing, of course-and went straight up to 

the priest, whose hand he kissed, and then took 

him into a side room. After a few minutes the 

priest and a gentleman with him came out and 

went away. Shortly after Nubar Pasha came out 

of the room and crossed over to me. He seemed 

not to be best pleased, for he cut me very short by 

saying that he had telegraphed to ~eKi\lop Bey, 

and as soon as he heard from him be would let me 

know. I explained to him that I was sta;ting 

for Suez, and so I left, he wishing me bon voyage. 

While I was waiting, coffee was brought in 

on a tray j the coffee was in ,finials' and the 

filigree stands were placed behind them. I, in 

reaching across for mine to put my cup in it, 

knocked over the other cups and upset the coffee, 
some of which-a very little-fell on the cushion 

of the divan I was sitting on. The servant brought 

a cloth to wipe it up, and on my expressing regret 

he said, "9a ne fait rien: F« porte le bo1'lheur! " 
Jnehallah! I said. 
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From Nubar Pasha's I went to Mr. Rogers, who 

gave me letters to the Sheikh, and to the Governor 
of Akaba. I got his dragoman (chief clerk) to 

translate the firman, which ran as follows :-

" To tM SMiM 0/ tM Arab Tribu at .d.kaba . 

.. Dc. Beke. au illustrious Englishman, being 
about to proceed to Tor for some historical dis
coveries, you are. on his arrival iu your district, 
to receive him with due reverence and respect. and 
to give orders to whom it may concern to receive 
him well. and o.<;sist him in all his requirements for 
facilitating his journey, as long a$ he may be in 
need of the same. Cairo 23. Zilknde 1 290 (J an. 1 I, 

1874). The seal of Ahmed Kheiry Pasha, Moohr
db (seal bearer) of His Highness the Khedive." 

Tllis is strong enough, I trust. Abu Nabut when 

it was read to him seemed very much pleased; but 

he wan~d to see a letter to the Governor of Akaba 

likewise, and walJ not a little gratified when he saw 

that of ~ir. Rogers. "You will see the firman speaks 

of .. Tor." which is in fact the traditional Mount 

Sinai; but Mr. Rogers says this does not at all 
signify. It is sufficient for the Sheikh to know he 

haa the Khedive's orders to assist me in my .. dis

coveries." I went upstairs to take leave of Mrs. 
Rogers, and then gave orders to Abu N abut to be 



266 DiSCOVERY OF JJOUNT SINAI. 

ready to start to-morrow for Suez. The cook and 

servant went off with the camels. 

'Vhcn I went home I found a. letter from 

M~Killop Bey, telling me of Fedrigo Pasha having 

called and shown him my letter; but he had already 

written to Nubar Pasha about the steamer. He 

says she has a small cabin, with the means of cook

ing on board, &c. He has written to-day to ask 

about a pilot, find to suggest the painting of her 
bottom before starting. (Afterwards found to have 

becn very necessary, only the paint-brush slipped 

through and made a hole in her bottom.) I fear 

this would cause delay, so I have writtell off to him 

sharp, begging him to expedite the business, and 

telling him I am off to Suez to-morrow. He fini.shed 

his letter by saying, .. I must tell you that the 

• Erin' is very small." And Mr. Fleming, from 

whom I have since heard, says she is not wry com-, 
fortable, ao that I must make up my mind to rough 

it. But I hear from a Mr. Thompson that she is a 

good sea-boat, and her commander, a Maltese, a good 

sailor, having brought her from Malta to Port Said 

in very bad weather .. Inshallab I it will be all right. 

In addition to Mr. Fleming's letter I ~ave one from 

Mr. Kay, saying he had seen Captain Morice, 

Y'Killop', deputy, the latter being ill, and that he 



THE SLA VE TRADE. 

had telegraphed to me. He will be here to-morrow, 

find hopes to see me, or rather not to see me, 88 

this will show I am getting forward. He is very 

kind, in fact, everybody is kind; and God is kind

est of all, in having favoured me thus far. 

This morning before going in to luncheon I saw 

Mr. Gibbs, with whom I arranged to send any in

formation I might have of importance to Mr. Tuck, 

at Suez, for him to telegraph it to Mr. Gibbs, 

who would then forward it to Lonoon, New York, 

or elsewhere, free of expense to me. I hear that 

Munzingor was here a few weeks ago and has got 

reinstated. I suppose' his "explanations" were 

deemed sufficient, and all the blame thrown on his 

secr,ctary. It is always the poor secretaries who 

are wrong! but if I recollect rightly, he himself. 

said in one of the public journals that the slave 

trade was being carried on, and he was obliged to 

slLut hu eyes to it. Perhaps it was this unusually 

candid confession that offended the Egyptian 

Government. However, he is now in favour again, 

and the' Erin' is going to Massowah to be under 

his orders. I have just heard from Colonel Stokes 

that the Khedive has issued orders that the officers 

in his service are to appear in uniform; this is in 
imitation of Germany. 
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Now to business. I have been thinking about 

my" Notes from Egypt," sent you by last post, for 

the" Athellreum." If the editor inserts them it will 

bring me in only a. guinea or so; and he may cut 

out all that most concerns me, just as he has done 

in my review of New's Book. Now, although I 
shall not be paid for it, I think it will be better to 

send it to the "Times": that paper is read every

where, allJ by everybody that you know in Eng

land and that I know in Egypt, where numerous 

persons have spoken to me or to Milne about your 

letter. If the" Times" docs not insert it, you can 

still send it to the" Athenreum." So I telegraph to 

you to stop it. And now I want you to take the 

trouble to copy it carefully out, making such ,im

provements as you may think desirable. Just now 

is a. good time for the appearance of Buch a letter: 

everybody being in town; and I ru:p. sure this will 

be of more value to tho public and to me than one . 
guinea from the" Athenreum," payable April 1St 

-Tom Fool's day. 

I know DOW what was the matter with Nubar 

Pasha this morning. It is the New Year's day of 

the Armenians 88 of all the Eastern O.hurches, and 

when all the world came to congratulate him, I 

came to bother him with business. It was a bl~D-
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der on my part, which is worse sometimes than a 

crIme. I cannot work any more, but must· go to 

bed. It is half-past eleven, and I am quite tired out. 

NOTES ON EGYPT.1 

"Cai1'0, January I I, 18742 :-Since my arrival 
in Cairo on the 23d ultimo my time and attention 
have been mainly concentrated on the arrangements 
for my contemplated visit to the voku,nic region 
lying to the east of the head of the Gulf of Akaba, 
where, in tIle 'three low peaks' seen by Dean 
Stanley, and described by Lim in page 84 of his 
, Sinai and Palestine,' as being' visible beyond the 
gap in the hills on the enst,' when he was' going 
northwards along the wide and desert vnlley of the 
Arabah,' I calculate on finding the true Mount 
Sinai-the said 'gap' beillg the entrance to tJJe 
'Vady Ithe1l1, described by Burckhardt as 'leading 
eastward towards Nedjed: and identified by my
self wit4 the 'Etham in the edge of the wilder
ness' of Exodus' xiii. 20, its scriptural name being, 
as will be perceived, retained to this day . 

.. Notwithstanding my occupations, I have never
theless found time to jot down a few notes ou 
EGYPT. A few days ago I paid a visit to the 

1 Much of the information contained in the following" Notes" ia 
reCQrded in Dr. Beke'a journal; but 1 have thought it well to repeat 
it hero, in a more Connected (orm, 

t Bee" AtbenIeUtn," January 24. 1874, and "Hastings Obstn'er," 
Fobruary 7, 1874, &c. 
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Museum of Egyptian Antiquities at Boulnk, under 
the able direction of Ma.riette Bey, of whose labours 
and researches during more than twenty years it is 
the fruit, and with whom I had the gratification of 
holding a long and most interesting conversation, 
the main subject of our discourse being the Hyksos, 
or Shepherd Kings of the fifteenth, sixteenth, and 
seventeeuth dynasties of Manetho, of whom he has 
brought to light so many important relics, now pre
served in the :Museum. ReHpecting these people
whose descendants of a totally distinct type from 
that of the ancient Egyptians still exist in the 
vicinity of Lake Menzaleh-Mariette Bey says in 
his valuable • Aper)'U de l'Histoire d'Egypt,' 
page 41, (Strong presumptions tend to make 
us believe that the patriarch Joseph came into 
Egypt under the Shepherds, and that the ~eene 
of the touching history related in Genesis was 

the court of one of these foreign kings. Joseph 
therefore was not the minister of a Pbaraoh of 
natural extraction. It was a Shepherd King, that 
is to say, a Shemite like, himself, that Joseph 
served, and the elevation of the Hebrew minister is 
the more easily explained on the assumption that he 
was patronised by a sovereign of the same race 88 

himself.' 
"The conclusion thus arrived at by the accom

plished Egyptologist from the consideration of the 
sculptured remains of the Hyksos is 80 confinnatory 
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of my hypothesis that the Mitzrites, under whom 
the Israelites were in bondage, were not Egyptians, 
thlJ,t I could not refrain from dwelling on it in my 
conversation with Mariette Bey, and I pointed out to 
him that the fish which the statues of his Hyksos 
or Shephe~ds-my Mitzrites-arc seen bearing, and 
perhaps offering to their deity, have apparently 
some connection with Dagon, the fish-god of the 
Philistines, I especially as the Philistines are stated 2 

to be a branch of the Mitzrites. This idea would 
seem not to have occurred to him before, a.nd he 
said he would at once make une petite etude la 
dessus. In connection with this subject I may 
remark further that the latest < Egyptian' autho
rities place the Rameses of Exodus and the land of 
Goshen, at or nea.r Ismailia on the Suez Canal, alto
gethe; to the east of the 32d meridian; so that, on 
an impartial consideration of the entire subject, it 
will be seen that the difference is now very small 
between t.he results of recent investigations Mond my 
views of forty years' standing. I trust that ere 
long the difference will. become still smaller. From 
Monsieur Mariette I learned that the French Go
vernment are seriously contemplating the flooding 
of the Sahara behind Algiers. by Jetting in the 
waters of the Mediterranean from the Les~r Syrtis. 
I do not know whether their acquisition of the 
Island of 'Funis: of which I have also heard, has any-

I 1 Sam. v. 4- I Gen. x. 13, 14. 
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thing to do with this project. Several years ago 
there was a talk of a scheme of M. de Lesseps to lay 
the Libyan Desert under wu.ter from the Red Sea; 
but as I showed in the (Athenreum' of August 14, 

1869, this would be impracticable; whereas, ou the 
assumption that the Desert is below the level of 
the Mediterranean, I pointed out that its inundatioll 
from the Greater Syrtis or Gulf of Sidra might be 
a work of compara.tively little difficulty. 1 How 
immen&e its importance would be I hope to show 
on a future occ..'l'sion. 

"On my return from Boulak, I received a very 
pleasing visit from Dr. Schweinfurth on his way 
through Cairo to the Oasis Khargeh, or Great 
Oasis, which he p.urposes exploring thoroughly. 
From him I learned several matters of interest 
which I will now communicate. The well-~nown 
Italian traveller, Signor Miani, died recently a.t 
Khartum. He had penetra.ted as far to the south
west as Schweinfurth bimself, but Dot. being so 
young or 80 robust as the latter, he sank under the 
fatigues of a journey whieh, from Dr. Schwein
furth's description of it, DOW probably before the 
public, could be borne by few. On the other hand 
the German traveller, Dr. Nachtigall, has 8UC4 

ceeded id: traversing the hitherto-untrodden country 
of Wadai, where unhappily my young friend Vogel 
lost his life, and in reaching Kharttim in safety, by 

1 "The Idol in Horeb," p. 91. 
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the way of DarftJr and Kordofan. As regards 
himself the Doctor assured me that the report of 
his having received material aid from the Khedive 
is without foundation, for that he obtained only 
the moral support of the Egyptian Government. 
So, too, the assistance rendered by the Viceroy to 
Dr. Rohlfs' expedition into the Libyan Desert has 
been great,ly exaggerated, his subsidy to it being 
limited to the sum of .£4000 sterling. 

"When Mr. Milne and I came to Cairo from 
Alexandria on the 23d ultimo, nothing was more 
striking to me, who have visited Egypt several times 
since 1840 (when I went on' my first journey into 
Abyssinia, but havc not been here since 1866, when 
I passed through in company with my wife on our 
way to and from the latter country), than the many 
great -;:hangcs for the better that have taken place 
throughout EgYVt. When once Lake Mareotis1 and 

I In the" Times" of Fehruary I, 1878,0. correspondent aays;
"The aecond 'Public work which is proposed is the draining and 
bringing umler culth'IIt!OIl Lake Mareotie .... At present it IS a V8llt 

man-h, IJO miles in circumference, nnd it.; basin is 8ft. below tllt" 
level of the &ea, which is ao dole that at Ahoukir a strong Ilea wall 
ia nece&~II,l'y to prevent inuudation. At the begiTming of the century 
it ""118 almoat dried up. Portions of it were even cultivated, and 
many villages had risen up in ita bed. But the English, under 
General Hutchinson, in their eiege of Ale'landria ill 1801, deelned 
it II. step jUltified by war to let in the sea at Aboukir in order to 
ahut oft' the betieged French Anny from all commllIlication with 
Cairo. The Itrategical move was aucreaaiul, but a vast tract of 
country, 200,000 acree in eJ:lAlnt, and 40 villages were submerged. 
The reela.m.tion of thia ma1'8h bas often been proposed. Foreign 
enterpriae h.u offered to do it, provided that the exclusive elljoyment 

S 
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the ureary waste on the western side of the Rosetta 
bran~h of the Nile a.re passed, the country, far and 
wide, exhibits unequivocal signs of improved and 
extended cultivation. I am told that whereas in 
1850 there were ouly two millions and a half of 
acres under culture, there arc now at least five 
ruilliollS.l The cotton harvest i~ just at an cnd, 

of tlLl~ reclaimed lnnd is granted for II. tertnin term of years. Suth 
lI. proposal haa retelltly been reIJ~w~d by II. Dutch tompany, whose 
IIu,Liono.lity gWl.ral).le~s a knowleo.lge of tIle edente of irrigation. 
Hitherto their propOlial has not been nccepted, Itlld it is said that the 
voint of diffllrtOlice lies in a natural ilJ~i8tcnce on tile part of the 
Khedive that the rec1:i11l1ed laml should be subject to the ordinary 
fiscal regulations. The ta.:a:ntion of land in Egypt lIewly brought 
iuto cultivation ~giDa thr.:e yean after reeJalUution, alJd gradually 
rilles to the level of other freehold land~ in their paymenl.!!. Pt:.rhap~ 

tllis difficulty may be surmounted, or anotJler company may be 
formed mOre ready to accept what sC\<me II. neccs8ary condition of 
land tenure in any counlry. The mere reclamation would only be 
a matter of time and steam pumping. Theil would come the mor.: 
difficult task of preparing the Hoil fOr cultil"ation. It i~ at'Ptesent 
80 impregnated with salt a8 to be unfit for most crop&. But tbe 
Mahmoudieh Canal, om: of the ia'l,'Cst offshoots from the Nile, i. 
close loy. From it au alonndant 8upply of water could he obtaineJ, 
and threc years' washing by periodical inundatioll wotlld clear the 
laud froln all the 811..11., and leave a ftesn vitt ill "oil behind lit [or 
every kind of crop. Auother oonelieial ruult ellould not loe for
!,'Otlen. Aleundria is at present tJu! fa\'ouritc haunt of fever, and 
all the doeton wncur in ll8ying our neighboUr the nJarah is tht! 
cause. II.!! removal would obriontly be an immeU86 gain for tIle 
city in the matter of health as well a& prosperity." See aL!o Mr. E. 
De Leon's" Khedive'. Egypt," p. 269; and Mr. J. C. h1'Coan' • 
.. Egypt All It Is," pp. 248-250-

1 .. The land already under cultivation in the Delta is Dot brought 
to the point of high production, and there Ire literally hundred. or 
thoUBands of acres Dot yet tilled or planted which would amply re. 
turn the lint cost of reclamation. All that i, wanted i, more handa. 
Propoule have been made to the GOvernment for the importatiOD of 
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and the peasants are busily employed in cleanillg 

Chinese and Coolie labour; but the Khedive has never taIten to 
the idea very warmly. He is tired of the irrepressible foreigner 
who ha.a oppressed Ilim at every turn, and i~ reported to hllve bald 
that he certainly' would not add to the list of hisConBular dictatol'!l 
the name of a ChineMl Con~ul·GencraL· To thoMl who know how 
some of our diplomatic agents llere have used thcir power this 
Bpeeeh ill not without rcnsoll." (Sec the "Tjme~." March 15, 1878.) 
"Three schemes nre now more (Or less di~cW!l!ed, and all nre of 
vital interest to the prOsIJerity of the I,:oufltry .... The fint 
is the completion of the Barrnge .•.. Cotton r6!J.uires water 
liIore than auy other crop, aud at a time when the Nile is 
iowCl!t. It is now our most Important product, and our expor." 
have riscn from four millions to tl,irteen. It is fortunate, there· 
forc, lilat the idea 01 the Barrage h,u, revivetl with new liIe. The 
sclt'nce of irrigation on It large $Cult: has ellonnously ath-anced, and 
what seemed difticuh in 1847 is IIowa work of cOlilparative ease. 
The vast dams, or nnnieuts, ill lll{\ia 011 tIle C.lllvery, or die Goda
vcry, or the Kistuul\ rivers, arc wUl'ka of u similar kind and scnle, 
and their cOlllplew success i~ alnmdantly provcd by the large return 
they makc on thc capiw.l upel\{!cu. All exp·erts are agreed that the 
Barrage would bring: under cultivation IIOme hUlIl!reds of thousands 
of a.crc~ of land now barrell, and would greatly increase the produc
tivencs~'of much of the culth·atcd area by the 6upply of water at all 
seasons. It InUlit also he borLle in nlind that in Egypt every cand 
by ita banks is a roadway a.a well ns a wllter way, Olld thus doubly 
increalles the communiea.tions of the country. Aa regards the eost. 
a small wstet"ce!!s such WI 13 levied in Lombanly would speedily re
deem the capiu.1 UJlel\~ed. The estimate, l1.li made by Mr. Fowler 
the Viceroy's consuili llg engineer, of the cOllt of the Barrage and the 
lleceuary CIInalisati(ln, is undcr"twu millions IIterling. But the diffi
eult question relllBins how to obtain tI' is capital at a time when 
Egyptian creuit is elliaullted, and ller revenues I1re mortgaged up to 
the hilt. Two plallR are proposed. The fil'!lt is to induce foreign 
capital to take up the IIchemCil by the offer to mortgRge the water 
cesa for a certain number of yCllf'i and to iusure ita fair and punctnal 
collection. There is little doubt that tbere is private ent.erpristl 
and unemployeJ mo~ey in abundance in Europe ready for such a 
.cbems, and its adoption would ouly be a qU~8tion of terms. But. 
"1 philo-Egyptians, thi. ill a public work which ought not to be 
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and ploughing the land. l In one instance I saw 
whai I do not remember to have remarked before, 
(\. camel drawing the plough. Green erops of various 
kinds are growing luxuriantly, and it is pleasing to 
sec the animrus, black ent.tle, asses, sheep, and gants, 
grazing in the rich pa.<;tUfC without stint. Trees 
not ouly line the road all both sides, but have beeu 
planted so extensively that many parts of the 
country have the appearance of being well-wooded. 
Altogether the run across the Delta on n lovely, 
cool, but sunny day, was most delightful, and I am 
not. in the least exaggerating when I say that I was 

made a lIource of profit such lUI any joint-stock company would 
demand. Moreover, the tot.nl ai>.o;encc of local capacity for IUISOcia
tion deatroYl! one of the JIlnin IlrgUUlent.s ill favO\lr of suell 
works being done by private enterprise. Tile settlement of a 
gigantic foreign company in the heart of the country would not ill 
1111y way \.each tilt: native Egyp,.i:ms self-Iicll) Ilnd self-dependence. 
WIly, then, should not the profit the strangers would demand be 
hpt at hOUle 1 The meana are II.t IUlllJ for thc Slate to do thO! 
work. At present hll.lf II. million of revenue is II.nnually &etaside for 
the amortil.enunt of the puhlic debt. H this sinking f'-lnd were IIUIl_ 

pe~ded only for four yeaI'S, the Unfrll.ge and t he e .. uals could be con_ 
IItructed ; tbe expenditure would be recoupoo in 0. very few years 
by a water cess, which would be a pllyment for value reech'ed, not 
a tax; Egypt w~uld be the gainer by a Vll6t public work of great 
pennanent value, and the crediton would be more 8eCure in the 
increaaed productiveness of the country. It seems a golden but 
not impOIIsible picture." See tlle "Times," February I; "Egypt 
A_It Ia," pp_ 182 Ilnd 200--206 i and U The KhMivo's Egypt," pp. 
202-204 and 2,36. 

I The cotwn crop of t87S-76 WIlB 3,000,000 cantan, the lstgut 
ever known. That of 1876-77 was 2,500,000: See" The Idol in 
Horeb," p. 100, an<:i alao M'Coan'a" Egypt.As It 1&," p. 192. 
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often inclined to doubt whether 1 could really be 

in Egypt. The sight, here and there, of tall fnotory 
chimneys rising out of the midst of the villages, or 
from among the trees, tended to incrcase the illusion. 

"Tho fact is, that Egypt, though geographically 
forming a part of Africa, is rapidly assimilating 
herself to Europc, of which she desires to be re
garded as a member. 

"The condition of the lower classes generally, both 
in town and country, has likewise much improved. 
Ophthalmia, perhaps the greatest curse of Egypt, 
is far less frequent and less virulent. If the people 
are not better fed, they have at all events constant 
food. Those in the town seem to be better clad. 
In Cairo shoes are worn much more than for
merly, not merely the native slippers, but Euro
pean .boots. I have just noticed a mao in the usual 
native Llue cotton frock, apparently the driver of a 
hack-carriage, actually La.vilJg his boots blacked by 
a lad scn.rcely less meanly clad than himself. As 
regards the Fellahin, or peasants, they are better 
protected from the ,,\Cather in their mud-hutR, 
which are generaJly much better roofed than for
merly, and oftentimes better built. In some places 
one sees dwellings for the labourers approaching to a 
European type. On the other hand, several of the 
native villages of the laat generation are deserted, 
and their mud-huts are rapidly falling into decay. 
Such must have been the fate of the H treasure 
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cities" built by the Israelites for Pharaoh with 
bricks, which there is no reason to suppose to have 
been burnt bricks and straw; and hence it is iotel· 
ligible that no traces of them should now remain. 

"No doubt there is a dark side to the picture of 
Egyptian prosperity. The people, like the Israel
ites of old, work not for themselves, but for task· 
masters, who' make their lives bitter with hard 
bondage; all their service, wherein they render 
them service, is with rigour.' Still, on the whole, 
the balance is decidedly on the side of good. The 
greatest and most important change, as being likely 
to be the most lasting, is, however, in the climate, 
consequent on the bringing of the land under cul
ture, and on the plnnting of trees,l Egypt is fast 
losing its proverbial rainless character. At Alex
andria, as is well known, rain is now so frequ~nt as 
to have become a source of annoyance; but, until 
qUIte recently, Cairo has prided itself on its almost 
total exemption from rain. 'At Cairo,' • says the 
new edition of Muuay'R "Handbook," 'five or six 
showers would be the (yearly) average, and these 
not at all heavy.' But I am assured, on good 
authority, that during lust year there were no less 
than twenty-one or twenty-two days of rain; and 
only a. week ago, since my arrival here, we had 
four-and-twenty hours of rain, 88 heary and continu-

I See "The KMdive', Eb'YPt," p. 61 j and 
"Egypt AA It II," pp. 352-54-
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ous as any in London,-ill fuct, a regular English 
wet da.y. The consequence was, that the unpaved 
streets were anele deep in mud, and all • circula
tion' was suspended, except in carriages: there 
was even • riposo' at the Opera for waut of an 
audience. It may easily be imagined that the ignor
ant Arabs attriuute this extraordinary change in 
the seasons to some supernatural cause, and, as it 
has taken place since the Mce~sion of Mohammed 
Ali, they conclude that be and his dynasty have 
posRessed the means of bringing it about. And so 
they have in fact, though not in the way imagined 
by their superstitious subjects. Another curious 
instance may be given of how these people attribute 
results to wrong cnuses. It is matter of history 
that four-and-twenty centuries ago the Persian in
vadcr, Cambyses, injured and destroyed many of the 
monuments of ancient Egypt, and among them (as 
is generally considered) the Vocal Statue of .Memnon, 
at Thebes. It is also matter of history that, during 
the present century, Professor Lepsius defaced seve
ral of the existing mpnumentS by depriving them 
of their sculptured figures and iuscriptions. The 
natives of the country, who know nothing of dates, 
and entertain the most vague notions respecting 
everything that occurred before their own time, 
having heard from their fathers of Lepsius's vnn
da.lism, but n'othing of that of Cambyses, not un
naturally confound the one with the other, and so 
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Dr. Lepsius is asserted by them to have been the 
destroyer of the Vocal Memnon. as if he had not 
alreaky sins enough of his own to (l.Dswer for. 

« If the changes in the agricultural districts and 
in the climate of Egypt have been great, those in 
Alexandria I and about the capital of the country are 
not less so. The Khedive seems determined to make 

I "The great improvemllnt wldch calls for accomplishment [a~ 
jnst.nnced by Dr. Beke (It page 149] is the removal ofthe reefthnt Lal'll 
the entrance to the port of Alunnrlrill. I~ exiGtenee "U~llt no iOllger 
to be tolerated. Shipping to the amount of 1,300,000 tons eDtel'3 
the port every year. The el}lorts aUiount in value to 13 InilliolJs 
6terJing. The imports come to 5 millions. The harbour works, 
which lire ncar completion, wben finished will haw' eost two million~ 
and a half, 111111 the conveni.mcea then offered will put Alexaudria 
nelt to rtfarseiJle~, TriPBle, and Genoa in the rank of Mediterrllneun 
porlJl. Yet nO ship can enter the port after ni~htfall, anUllll "eilRe]1I 
of conllidernbie draught cannot enter at nil eitller by day or night in 
stormy weather. Alenndria Bay iii 5 miles across, hut a~ you 
nesr the harl'our you find shoal water almollt e~'erywhere, ncrOll~ 
which for more than 11 mile stretches the Dew breakwater. The real 
deep. water channel, the only passage for large aldpB, ill not "100 ft. 
across, and hftS the additional drawback of being very circuitous. Its 
depth is only 27 ft., 80 that in rough weathcr "e8selll of deep tlrtLnght 
dare not ventur(' in for fear of wuclling the rock in the trough of the 
~ea. Barely a month ago, during a forty -eight h{lurs' gale, the Austriall 
lloyd and Engli.~h mail 'team~n and eeveral merchantmen dare not 
venture out of burbour, while four la?,c vessels toI:Ised about outside 
in the offing for thirty-six houfS,and the English tnrrtt-llhip' Rupert' 
actually put lJaek to Port Said rather tha'l venturt in. A careful 
survey has beeu recently Dlade by a IIkilful English engincer of the 
amount of rock it would be necesSAry to remove in ortIer to widen 
and deepen the channel Hufficiently to permit entry and exit at all 
timl'S and in aU weathers. The work requIred provell by no mMDS 
insunn"untahle. It is tIIli(\ that a tithe of what has been spent on 
the harbour would make its entrance !!I1fe, and it-seema penny wise 
and pound foolillh not to take the matter in hand at once." See 
tile "TIme8," Feb. I, 1878, 
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Ca.iro the Paris of the Levant. The western portion 
of the city is being almost entirely rebuil~ and 
extensively enlarged in the direction of the Nile, 
whilst new streets are being opened through the 
other quarters. But on this subject I need not 
dilate. [Is it )lot all written in Murray's' Hand
book;' • The Khedive's Egypt: p. 47; and' Egypt 
As It Is,' p. 5 I 1] It ii:l only to be hoped that, in his 
zeal to modernize and Europeanize Cairo, the Viceroy 
will not deprive it of its Oriental chara.cter, which 
constitutes it.~ great charm and attra.ction. 

"'Vith reference to Sir Samuel Baker's Expedi
tion, it is reported here, to have cost half-a-million 
sterling,-I }w.ve SiII Ct been informed, on good 
au thority, that the sum the Viceroy is out of 
pocket somewhat exceeds £400,000-and according 
to 1l;1l accounts the results are anything but COffi

mcnsurnte with the immense outlay. However, 
after his first disappointment, the Kheuive is said 
to be no~ dissatisfied-' Cc n'est quc le premie1' pa.<; 
q!ti coatc.' Colouel Gordon, who has entered HiM 
Highuess's service to, undertake the exploration, 
and, it must be added, the conquest and annexa
tion of tho3e southern regions, will know how to 
take up and unite the broken threads; and there 
can be little doubt that under his skilful manage
ment the policy of the Egyptian Government will 
eventually be' successful. That policy i~ broadly 
and unequivocally stated by Mariette Bey, in the 
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Introduction to his < Apervu,' nlready referred to: 
< History,' says he, 'teaches us that Egypt is 
bounded on the north by the Mediterranean, and 
on the south by the Cataract of Assuall. But 
history, in fixing these limits, does not take into 
account the indications furnished both by geo
graphy and by ethnography. At the llorth-east of 
the African Continent, from the sea to the equa.tor, 
there extends an immense tract of country formed 
by the river, and fertilised by it alone. On the 
other hand, of the various races that people the 
bank!' of this river some are uncivilised, savage, 
and incapable of governing themselves; whilst on 
this side of the tropic we meet with iL nation, 
which, on the contrary, merits the admiration of 
ma.nkind on account of its glory, its industry, and 
all the elements of civilisation contained in it. 
History, then, ought rather to say that Egypt ex
tends wherevm' the. Nilejiows, and that consequently 
Egypt !,as the r(qht to claim as her domain all the 
countries watered by this celebmlcd 1'iver as far 
as they extend towards the . south.' 1 I t would not 
be difficult to expose the fallacy of this reasoning. 
But all that needs now to be said i.s, that such 
being the avowed object of the Kh6dive, it is 
manifest tha.t the task of the accomplished British 

I It will be lIten that Mr. J. C. M'Coan in hi8 recent work, " Egypt 
AI It h," p. 3. note, hal adopted word for ViOl'll Dr. Beke', transla
tion of thi. important plm8ge. 
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engineer officer who has just entered His High
ness's service in the place of Sir Samuel Baker, is 
not only to explore the basin of the Upper Nile, 
but to enforce Egypt's claim to all the countries 
watered by that river; and that if any man is capa
ble of carrying out the ambitious views of Ismail 
Pasha with moderation and success, it is • Chinese 
Gordon.' " 

Since the foregoing " Notes" were written by 

Dr. Beke in 1874 wry few changes have occurred 

except in the financial condition 1 of this naturally 

highly-favourcd country; but in spite of all these 

difficulties with which Egypt has of late had, and 

has still , to contend, I venture to prcdict that there is 

still a glorious future in store for her. The natural 

resources of the country are so great, that with 

economy and a motleratcly good government, and 

the cont~mpbte~ improvements referred to at pages 

273-275.280, one may confidently look for a satis

factory result. The enormous advance which edu

cation has made in Egypt ; ~ the realisation of the 

plans for incrcasing the lands, and facilities for 

agricultural purposes; Dr. Beke's a.nd Mr. Fowler's 

Soudan railwayS being extended to Suakin in the 

I See the "Timea," 191b May 1877. 
t " TheKhlklive'& Egypt," p. l7 1. J ILi.l. p. 353. 
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Red Sea, (by which the overland route to India 

would be shortened by three days, and commerce 

with the interior largely developed); together with 

the noble efforts: of Gordon Pasha in the East for 

the suppression of the slave tradel and the advance

ment of commerce; and those of Captain Burton 

in the West, in developing the mineral resources of 

the country-must surely conduce to restore Egypt 

to the highest state of financial prosperity. If any

thing were wanting to suggest perfect confidence 

in the future of Egypt, it would be that Egypt 
should place itself under the sole protectorate of 

England, and abstain from further aggressions on 

Abyssinia. 

Had the British Government only followed Dr. 

Beke's policy and advice, and retained posse~sion 
of Abyssinia, or at least of Zulla, in 1868, the 

£9,000,000 which was spent on the A~yssinian 
• 

Expedition would llOW have been found not to have 

been spent in vain. 

1 "Egypt Aa It Is," pp. 329-374- See "GeQlogical Now on 
Cairo," by Mr. J ohn Milne, }o'.O.S. Pubhahed by Trubner & Co. 
1874· 
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eRA PTER VII. 

DEPARTURE FROIl EGYPT-\,OYAGB ROUND THE PENINSULA OF 

PHARAN, OR PSEUDO J!OUNT I:IINAI-DII:lCOVY.RY OF HlDIAN

\'OYAGE UP THI': GUU' OF A KABA-RIW SEA, OR SEA 011' EDOM. 

Suez, Janua1'!! 14, 1874.- \Ve left Cairo at nine 

o'clock this morning for Suez, and travelled with 

Colonel Morrieson. \Ve had a carriage to ourselves 

all the way, which llltl.de it very pleasant for conver

sation; and having lunched and changed carriages 

at Zttgazig, we arrived at Suez at seveu o'clock in the 

evening. The Colouel is come on to look about him a 

little, ~d intended to go along the Suez Canal, and 

stay a day or two at Ismailia; but he saw enough 

en passant to satisfy him. It is a wretched place, 

and although the J~and of Goshen is placed there 

by M. de Lesseps, Mr. Holland, and others, it seems 

pretty clear from geological evidence that the Israel

ites could never have lived there. There is no fertile 

eoil down to the rock I 

On our arrival we came direct to the hotel; hut 
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found it quite full. Having asked for three rooms, 

and ~ing at first told there were none, we talked 

of going somewhere else, but beard there were no

tbing but secoud-cltlSs hotels (which I believe to be 
the fact), and that t.hese were also full, with secoud

class people of course. They say that the people 

are staying here I 'Vhat they can possibly find ill 

Suez to "stay for," I cannot tell; but so it appears 

to Le. After a. good deal of talk the hotel people 

said they could give us one double-bedded room, (out 

of which they had to clear off lots of ladies' things 1) 

and they could make up a third Led ill it, or make 

one up on the sofa. in the saloon. Colonel Morrieson 

and I took the bedroom; and :Mr. Milne the sofa.. 

'Ve then had a wash (Milne in our room, for be had 

nowhere else), and then went down to dinner .. 

The I Erin' is here, and is gone into the har

bour. I hope it is llot to have the bottom .paillted, 

as that will take Gome time to do. 1 am half 

inclined, if she is likely to be long, to go on with 

the camels whieh will be here tD-morrow afternoon. 

'I'ime is killing me! 11.30.-1 have sn.t up in my 

room writing to Sir 'V. C. Trevelyan, Mr. Scrope, 

and others. I enclose these letters for you to for

ward. My bed-fellow i. gone to bed, imd is .. leep I 

Janua,y 15.-1 was up this morning soon after 
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seven; had a cup of coffee, and went to call on Mr, 

Levick at eight, He was very glad to see me. and 

we had a bit of a chat, I told him I wanted to see 

the proper authorities; so he sent me to Seid 

Bey-the something or other here. I did not see 

him, hut I saw his deputy, who said it was all right, 

a telegram having been received last night. But I 

must go and sec Mohammed Pasha, whose position 

here I don't exactly know, except that he is an ad

miral. He was not up, but I lenrned that he would, 

in the course of the morning, be going in his boat 

to the harbour from the quay in front of the hotel, 

and I could see him there. Abu Nabut, who ac

companicd me, suggested that I should not make 

myself too cheap by running about after people not 

so big as myself; Illld I could hear the fellow talk

ing a.bout me M one of the Omra. (Emil'S, or 

.. Lords ':) of El~gland. I have no objection to air 

my dignity; but if I am to lose time by doing so, 

I had Letter put my dignity in my pocket. How

ever, I came to the hotel and had breakfast at nine 

o'clock, and afterwards, when Mohammed Pasha 

came down to his bout, I went out to him. He 

was very civil and polite, and said the steamer 

should be got resdy at once, &c. All this looks 

very much like delay. I said that my cn.mels with 
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the goods would arrive this afternoon, and I wanted 

to pui them on board. He replied that the steamer 
should be brought alongside the quay, and if not 

to-day, my goods could be left till to-morrow, when 

she will como for them. Among his attendants 

was an Englishman, (Captain) Forster Bey, the 

harbour master here. who showed me a very nice 

letter from M~Killop Bey, and said that if it de

pended upon him, I should have tIle boat ill a few 

hours. Hut the everlasting Oriental procrn.stina

tioD prevented him from saying how long it might 

be. However, I might depend on his doing aU in 

his power to expedite matters. The' Erin' is a 

nice little boat, with good cngiues, and about 

eighty, or perhaps, a hundred tons burden. She 

is quite sea-worthy, and will have a good capt~in ; 

-if not, he said, he would try and go with me him

self. This is all gammon, as she is not- coming 
• 

back to Suez I 

My business being thus far completed, I went to 

Mr. Levick again, and saw Mrs. Levick, who in

quired very kindly after you, &c. ; after which I 

called on the Wests, but found that Mr. 'Vest hud 

been called suddenly away to Ismailia on. Consular . . 
business-an. English ship, laden with coals, having 

been wrecked in Lake Timsah I Only fancy this ! 
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Then I wr:>nt to 8ce Mr. and Mrs. Tuck, and ar

ranged with the former about sending messages to 

J.fr. Gibbs. I shall try to send home news from 

Akaba, 1Jia Tor. 

On my way ba.<'k to the hotel I saw Captain 

Kellock, the Peninsular and Oriental Company's 

agent here, who was most polite and attentive, 

placing himself quite nt my service, and offering 

to assist me in every way in his power. Certainly 

the Peninsular anel Oriental Company's people ure 

the most polite and obliging I ever came across: it 

is quite worth while to make a voyagc by one of 

their steamers, just to see how comfortable and 

pleasant a voyage may be made under all eircum

stanc;s, as you and I know from experience. If 
the weather is bad for lauding, or anything of the 

kind, like it was when we arri\red at Alexandria in 

the • Simla: the .eaptain is equal to the occasion, 

and makes everything as comfortable as possible 

under the circumstance;; if it is fine wcather and 

very hot, they are cqually ready to render every

thing agreeable and cool. Bcside8, they are not 

only the most liberal company concerning their 

passengers, but. are ever rClI.dy to afford indepen

dent travellers every courtesy, and the benefit of 

the Vll.l'iOUB means at their disposal: so that, in fnet, 
T 
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they ought to be called the "Philanthropic and 

Obliging." 

After luncheon I was thinking of going oft' on a 

donkey to the uock, but while I was thinking about 

it, I was told that Seid Bey had returned, so Milne 

and I went to him. He was busy writing a letter

or having it written for him-giving instructions 

about my boat. He told me tLat it would come 

up to the quay this afternoOll, at, at the latest, to

morrow morning. During the cOllversation coffee 

was served. Seid Bey is the most gentlemanly man 

amongst them; but unfortunately Jle spcaks only 

Arabic, and I had a very bau interpreter, Abu 

Nabut haviop gooe to look after the camels, which 

are to arrive here from Cairo this afternoon. By 

and by. Mohammed Pasha returned in his ' boat. 

He has given all necessary orders; the steamer is 

being coaled, and wiU be here ~-morroy.· morniug 

early without fail. So I suppose all is right. If I can 

I shall start to-morrow; but I fear I shall be dis

appointed. The weather is perfectly lovely. Suez 

is frightfully dull. having gone down considerably 

since the canal was opened. Last night1 our bed

room being filled with the luggage. of us all three, 

I stumbled over Colonel Morrieson's bag, and struck 

my knee against his portmanteau. It hurt me a 
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good deal at first, but I don't think any great harm 

is done. My cough is gradually leaving m~, as I 

expected it would with change of air. 

The camels are come and I must go down to see 

them. On going down I found the captain and 

engineer of the steamer, who had come to receive 

my orders. The steamer is coaled, and will be 

here the first thing in the morning. She will not 

be able to start, however, till Saturday morning. 

as the crew have to provide themselves with food, 

and the tide will not serve till the next morning. 

Saturday; when, please God, we are to st<',rt, and 

in four days we are to be at Akaba. The Captain 
is a Maltese, as are also most of the c,ew; the engi. 

neer. is an Englishman. \Ve shall fly the British 

flag. The pilot is an Arab, wbo knows the sea 

well, and we shall steam only during the day, 

anchorin~ at night: the Captain has good charts, 

so thcre is nothing to fear. The' Erin' is sixty.five 

tons, and a screw. Altogether everything promises 

most favourably. 
The camels have unloaded in the yard of the 

hotel, and will go on to-morrow. 'Ve shall, I trust, 

be at Akaba t~ree or four days before them, in which 

time I hope to have done good business, so as to be 

able to report favourably before the departure of 
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the Captain for Tor, to which place I shall send a 

letter 'for you, anu nll"o one for Mr. Gibbs. I have 

spoken with Captain KeBock, and also with Mr. 

Ed wards, tho P. and O. CompaIly':j chief clerk, 

who arc both most kind and ohliging. Instead of 

dining in the hotel, I went and had a " J)lauehester 

tea" with our friends the Levieks, who are exceed

ingly kind, and will do cverytlJillg to hf'lp me as 

regards letters. .Mrs. Levick was particular iu her 

inquiries, and spoke much of you. 

Janum'Y 16,-7 A,M,-A lovely morning. No 

signs of the' Erin' yet. It will not be high water 

till 9.30. I have been thinking over our jouruey, 

and about its fommeneing at Akaba; but, in poiut 

of fact, it begins here n.t Suez. 'Vhat a pity it is 

I did not know I should Lave tIle steamer before I 

made my arrangements, and signed tIle contract 

with Abu Nabut, as it would have.saved rO.en.gooU 

deal of useless expenses, and the funJs of the expo-
• 

dition being crippled. You must, however, apply 

to the public for further assistance, and I must 

leave the matter in your hands. I shall want money 

when I return to Egypt. 

Colonel Momeson has now got a . separate bed· 

room, so Milne came into my room last night. It is 
very cold during the night: the seasons here have 



EGYPTIAN FINANrFS. '93 

changed a good deal si~ce the canal was opened, it 

being generally much cooler than formerly.- Abu 

Nabut has just been to me for a written request to 

the chef du pont over the canal, to let my camels 

pass. So they are off, thank God. 

9 A.!.l.-The 'Erin' has arrived and is moored 

nearly opposite the hotel. She is a nice little boat, but 

small. The Captaill's name i~ Emmanuele Chiassaro, 

Of Sciassar (pfOJlOunced jn English Shasaa.r), whieh 

is the Genoesc form of the name. he ueing of 

Genoese parentage. He tells me that he cannot 

start before Saturday night, or Sunda.y mornilJg. on 

account of the crew 1eing without their pay. He 

has been to the Governor ahout it; bJIt it is Friday, 

the .Mohammednn Sabbath, and no work is donC'. 

To-morrow he will telegraph to Cairo, and all will 

be right. I doubt it much! 

I went with Qapta.in Scias.o;ar to the Peninsulal' 

and Oriental Company's Office, and got a British . 
flag. The crew consists of captain (Maltese), mate 

(Maltese), pilot (Arab), chief engineer (Maltese), 

second engineer (Maltese), four men (Maltese), and 

two stokers (Egyptian). The' Erin' goes eight to 

eight and n. bl!-lf knots per hour. She bas orders to 

go with me wherever I please, so instead of stop

ping at Sherm, near Ras Mohammed, to look at 
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some volcanoes there, which are only interesting 

in a g~ological point of view, I have told the Cap

tain I will stop at Ayoun el Ka..'>Sab,l on the other 

side of the entrance to the Gulf of Akaba. whith 

place I have hitherto identified with the" Encamp

ment of the Israelites by the Red Sea." 

About eleyen o'clock this morning, Captain 

Foster came to me to say there is a "hitch." The 

Captain and crew are in arrears of pay, and cannot 

(or will not) go to sea unless paid I Foster hM 

been to Mohammed Pasha, and got sDubbed I It 

is a questioD between his depn.rtment and that 

of M~Killop Bey and the Egyptian Government. 

Unless strong. measures are taken, I may be de

layed an indefinite period I This is pleasant. 1 

went off with him to the Egyptian Telegraph 

Office, and telegraphed to Nubar Pasha; and 

Foster i" gone to the English TelQ;graph Office, to 

telegraph direct to M~Killo'p at Alexandria. As 

things now are there is no knowing when I may 

start; and the camels are gone on, so I am in a 

hole I Wbere the expenses are to end I know not. 

Captain Seia.ss8l' has been with me to say that 

Mohammed Pasha has given him o.roers to leave 

with me directly, to cross over to the arsenal, and 

) See Dr. Beb'." Mount Sinai a Volcano," p. 36. 



THE GORDIAN KNOT CUT. 295 

take on board five tons more of coal, then to pro· 

ceed with me to Akaba, and after I have dismissed 

him, to go on to Massowah direct without comillg 

round to Tor for coal. The Pasha is leaving this 

evening for Cairo. But now comes the hitch. The 

crew are willing to go without being paid up their 

wages, but they must have food for a month, during 

which they may he on their voyage to Massowah : 

they cannot go without. I have b('en thinking over 

the matter, and havc lLgrccd with Colonel Morrieson 

that it ·would be cheaper for me to advance them 

the money, even au the chance of getting it back 

than be delayed here. So I told the Captain I would 

give him t he mOlley if Captain Foster said it was all 

right. " ' hereupon he went to Captain Foster, and . 
brought him to mc. I told him I would advance 

the money on the skipper's receipt, and this I 

would send to Nubar Pasha, requesting the amount 
• 

to be paid to Messrs. Oppenheim for me, explain· 

iog that I did it for trw credit of the Khedive as 

well as myself, and also to avoid difficulties; for the 

crew being British subjects, the Egyptian Govern· 

ment have no direct control over them, and besides, 

could not ill. any conrt force them to fulfil their 

engagement, 80 long as the Egyptian Government 

does not fulfil its part. 
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The Gordian knot was cut by the following 

telegrnill from MOKiIlop Bey, in reply to Captain 

Foster's: "Pay the 'Erin's' crew onc month's 

wages." But how to get the money from thc 

harbour-mll.8ter's treasurer or cashier, to·day being 

Friday 1 Foster is gone off for this: he is n. 

capital fellow. Before leaving he told me of another 

hitch. The English cngineer, hearing that tbe 

swarner is not coming back to Suez, refuses to go! 

so the Captain und Foster Bey have gone to find all· 

oth<>r. But, perhaps when the Englishman sees the 

order for the pay, he may think better of it. A 

nice country this III Wllich to be dependent on 

the Government! 

Ja nuaT1J 17.-Ycsterday I wcntand took a Man

chester tea. with .Mr. Andrews; afterwards Coioncl 

Morrieson and Milne came ill. 'We passed a vcry 

pleasant evening talking about Sinni, &l! . . He htLS 
• 

all the books on the traditional 11'lountain, and on 

the Holy Land. He sees a good deal in what I s"'~y ; 

but, like many others, cannot be quite convinced. 

'Vhilst there, I had a visit from two of the officials, 

M~Killop's cashier and another. They told me the 

money will l)e paid, and I am to be off to·day. 

The engineer is displa.ced; the second supersedes 

him, n.ud a. new second engineer is to be shipped: 
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so far so good. I write this in the morning, hav

ing just gone out to look about me. 

The schooner is getting up steam with all her 

might, and is to come a.longside of the quay to 

ship my things ; but the Capta.in is not 011 

board, and I believe nothing till I see it. I find J 

was wrong in describing the rig of the' Erin.' She 

is a. schooner, with the addition of what appep.rs to 

be a large lateen sail on the foremast. The screw 

is auxil1·ary. Under steam she goes eight knots, 

but under sail ~hc can make twelve knots: in fact, 

she is said to be a clipper. At sea we shall keep 

within the reefs; that is, close along the shore; so 

that we shall not be exposed to a heavy sea, and 

besides can always run in \\ hen the weather looks 

at ~ll nasty. Trust to an A1'ab pilot for taking 

care of himself, to say nothing of his ship. 

8.30 .......... 'l'he British flag is flying at the masthead 
• 

of the' Erin.' She will not come up to the quay, as 

there is not water enough; so she remains where she 

was, and the things arc bcmg taken on board. I have 

seen Captain Scia.ssa.r, wLo has received some money, 

but not all. The English engineer, Clifton, did not 

properly belong to the vessel. The second, now first, 

is a. Maltese, who bas been four years with Sciassar. 

The 'Erin' is now going over to the arsenal to 
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take her coals on board, and then will come for me. 

I am going to breakfast, and then over to Mr. Tuck 

to telegraph to you. All this looks like business. 

On going out to caU on Consul 'Vest, who, I hear 

has returned, I saw the Cuptain again, who reported 

himself ready to depart, only he was waiting for IL 

telegram from Cairo to say whether he was to go to 

}":lassQwah or return here. Just fancy these people! 

It is clear we shall any how be too late for to-day; 

so to-morrow morning, Inshallab! at seven o'clock 

we :u-e to be off. This delay is killing me with 

anxiety, but what am I to do? I may mention 

here at once, as I am going to write on a different 

subject, that when I returned to the hotel at twelve 

o'clock, the steamer, which went off to the arsenal 

for the five tons of coal, bad not returned. She 

looked very pretty as she steamed down the creek. 

Captain Foster clllled here in my absen('e to soy 
• 

that the' Erin' is waiting the orJers of Mohammed 

Pasha, and will not leave till she receives them. 

They are expected by telegraph, and will be 

directed to him at the harbour, whither he h&8 

now gone. 'Vhat is to be the end of it all, I can

not form an ides.. If I do not know soon, I shall 

telegraph to Nubar Pasha again, and shall continue 

doing 50 till I am really off. I have put the P05' 
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tage stamp on my letter to you, and shall leave it 

with Mr. Levick to state the precise moment I1f my 

departure on the outside of the envelope; so that 

when you get my letter you will know I am really 

off-unless! But I have no heart to write a.bout it. 

The post from Ca~o this evening win most pro· 

bably bring me your letter by the Brindisi mai1. 

which arrived at Alexandria on Thursday evening. 

I much desired to have it, and yet did not venture 

to incur the delay and expense of stopping merely 

for this, as I have not reason to expect allY intelli· 

gence from you affecting my journey, and my stop· 

ping here for more news would !'limply be delaying 

my return home to you in persoll just as long. As 

it is,. duty and inclination go together, for I must 

wait. Mr. Levick is very good, and will get your 

letter from the Egypt1'an post-office as soon as it 

arrives .. I calleq. 011 Mr. and Mrs. 'Vest, who were 

glad to see me, and invited me to diuner to-day if 

I do not go! 
3 p.M.-The' Erin' is back with her coal, and 

there she sticks. The Captain is away. and I am 

--; whilst I am writing in he comes with his 

bill of health. in order. He only awaits the tele

gram, which ought to arrive now. I am still afraid, 

but I take it for granted, and have ordered him to 
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light the fires at six o'clock to-morrow morning, so 

that .we may be off at eight o'dock. I might have 

made it an hour earlier, but Mr. Levick tells me 

there is just the chance of YOUl' leLt~r a.rriving too 

late from Cairo to be delivered before the morning, 

and I am certainly not going to throwaway the 

chance for a mere hour. Captain Sciassar seems 

a straightforward feliow enough-at all events, for 

a Maltese I-awl has navigated the Red Sea for four 

years as pilot, master, and commander. 

I waited till six o'clock for Captain Seiassar, but 

he never came; so after" blowing up" a little to 

Abu Nabut, I said I should go to the Consul. I 

was to dine with him at half-past six, lmt thought 

I would go a little beforehand to consult with Mr. 

'Vest as to what had best be done. I had in the 

course of the niternoon looked in on Mr. Levick, 

who gave me little hope; he woul~l not take leave 

of me, saying 1 was sure to remain. 

When I arrived Mr. 'Vest was busy for a while, 

and then began entering into my case: but hardly 

had he done so, when a mUon he knew, connected 

with the Government, came with the telegram from 

Cairo, ordering Sciassar to lano. me at Akaba, and 

the1" return to Suez, instead of going to Massowab. 

How~ver, I am to start at once; there is nothing 
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now to prevent me. I dined with the Wests; Mr. 

and Mrs. Tuck being of the pn.rty. At about. nine 

o'clock your letter of the fifth, via Marseilles, was 

brought me. There is nothing particular in it that 

requires special notice. I am about to start on an 

arduous undertaking, but yet I do so in perfect 

confidence and reliance on His blessing and protec

tion. 

January IS.-It is just seven o'clock, and I 

rea.lly do hclievc we arc going a.t last. I got up 

soon :~fter six, aocl after packing up my things, I 

have becn down to the schooner. I had seen the 

smoke from my window as soon t'LS I was out of bed. 
No one was Oll dt:ck, so I called out lustily, < Erin, 

ahoy I' which brought some one up. The Captain . 
is on shore at the loeanda, where he is staying. 

The steam will bc up iu a quarter of an hour. I 

take for -granted that all is right, and so I came 
• 

home to breakfast, to close my letter to you, to pay 

my bill, and be off. 

Post O.ffice, 7.45.-1 have just seen the Captain. 

All is ready. 'Ve are tv start in a quarter of an 

hour, or as soon as the tide will permit, which 

may make it a little luter, he says. But we are 

really off; so i have sent for our things to be taken 

OD. board, and I DOW leave my letter with Mr. 
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Levick for you. God Almighty bless us both, aud 

prosper my undertaking. 

At Sea, January IS.-As the' Erin' returns to 

Suez, I shall send you not only the latest news, 

but also my diary as heretofore. My notes will 

require a great deal of extension before they nrc 

ready for publication, and you might help me 

considerably in this. At eight o'clock I went on 

board tbe 'Erin' for the fil'st time. Colonel 

Morrieson, who had got up to see us off, came on 

boarJ with us, shook me heartily by the hand. and 

wished me all success. But he had little time 

given him. The Captain came up to me immedi

ately and asked if we should start, to which I 

assented, and he took me so sharply at my word, 

that Colonel Morrieson had to scramble out of the 

ship as best he could. By five minutcs past eight 

we were clear. It is a lovely morning. b:iight and 
• 

clear, with very lit LIe wind; what there is, is from 

the north-eaat. 'Ve begin our voyage with the new 

moon, and by the time this moon is out, I hope 

to have completed all the observations I require to 

make, and to be nearly back at Suez; so that I 

shall literally be able to fulfil my contract with 

Mr. Milne, that he is to be back in England by th. 

end of February. I shall unavoidably be a little 
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later, but not much, I trust. Our journey to 

Hanan, if I recollect rightly, occupied three months 

and a week. In that time, from December the 

8th, the day of my departure, I ought to be back 

with you. 

The' Erin' is a very nice little vessel. and was 

originally a pleasure yacht. I was mistaken about 

her sails. She is regulal:ly schooner-rigged, with 

the addition of an immense square Rail on her 

foremast; this is what I thought to be a lateen 

sail, from the way in which it was braced to the 

mast when ill harbour. She is nominally of 

eighteen horse power, but works twenty, so says 

the Captain, and she consumes as much as one ton 

of coal a Jay: with twcnty tons on board, there

fore: she has fuel for just a three weeks' cruise. 

Our voyagc so far has been nothing remarkable. 

'Ve pasicd the entrance to the Suez Canal; but of 
• 

course could not see anything of it, except that 

there, and at the entrance to the harbour, there 

are most extensive works. There were several 

vessels of the P. and O. Company and others, lying 

there, and also three vessels of the Khedive. He 

might have given me one of these; but our Captain 

saya they arc ' none of them fit for the voyage, their 

Captains being incompetent. After a while I had 


