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the case of instruments from the Royal Geographical 

Society brought up and opened, and I took out 

the binoeu]n.r glass and pocket compass for use. 

The glass is au excellent one. At 9.20 we pa..<tBed 

the' Zenobia'lightship, which Captain SeiassaI' says 

he placed there about a fortnight ago. The P. and O. 

mail·ship from Aden had just passed us, and the 

• Zenobia' had the Company's flag flying, which she 

took down before we came up. As we hau our flag 

flying, she might have saluted it, only she did nat. 

Being a good deal excited with my morning's 

work, and having slept but little during the night, 

I went below and lay mysclf down on the couch. 

The cabin is small but not nearly so bad as Milne 

represented to me: it has a couch along each side, 

which serves as a bed: there is a port·hole on 

either side, and a sort of skylight ill 'the middle. 

so that there is plenty of ventilatipn I ~lept till 

eleven o'clock, when 1 went on deck again. Things 

were now getting a little ship.shapc ; awnings were 

being rigged fore and aft: the jib was set, but there 

was no wind to fill it; and by and by they shook 

out the great big square sail, though to very little 

effect, except towards evening, w h~n the wind 

began to freshen. We have two boats, one of 

which is towed behind. 
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Luncheon was served at twelve o'clock. 'Vhilst 

we were having it, the Captain was observing the 

sun, and came and reported to me that it was 

twelve o'clock, to which I touched my bat; I had 

hardly the conscience to tf'll him to "make it so :" 

but I suppose I ought, as I am in fact in command 

of the ship. and SCiassar is only sailing master. 

Abu Nabut has been repeating to us the Legeru1 

of the Kort'ln respecting Mount Sinai. ' I have a 

notion that the JebeZ-en-Nur story is taken from 

this sourre, but we shall see. At all events, it gives 

me a new idea. Somehow or other this J ebel-en

Nur has in my mind an importance, which I know 

not how to account for. 

Ou.r lunch was set out in regular dragoman form. 

'Ve had boiled fowl and mutton together; then red 

currant jam,' cheese, oranges, apples, and dates; 

winding up with a cup of coffee. In the afternoon 

the Captain came to me with a bad finger, he told , 
me he had had the tips of two of his fingers eut off 

by an accident, and was in the hospital for some 

time, and came out well, after a fashion. The nail 

of one had grown long and round the stump, and 

had got pulled. off, which had wretchedly inflamed 

the finger; altogether it was a very ugly alTair. 

1 See P.lmer's "D_rt of the Exodus," Appendix C 
U 
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He ha.d had some camphor water given him to 

bathe" it with, but mere bathing is of no use; so I 

got out my "medicine chest," when the first things 

I In.id my ha.nd on were lint and oiled silk ; a piece 

of tIle former wetted with hi!'! camphor water, and 

covered over with a piece of the latter, served as 

a poultice. and n. bandage over this put it aU in 

order. 

The afternoon wn..q passed in dolce far niente on 

my part, cha.tting. looking about, alld half dozing 

on n. divan on deck made of our tents. Milne 

amused himself by sketching the hind part of the 

ship, anel then took my portrait and that of Aba 
Nabut. Mine is rea.lly not so very, very bad; you 

would know it to be me, if you were told so. 

Our old pilot tells me he was up the Gulf of Su('z 

in 1871-72 with the' Sheafwater.' mjT good friend 

Captain 'Vaahington's old ship, f,ud knows every 

part of it well. He want~d to anchor to.day at 

4. I 5 P.M., but the skipper said that here he is pilot, 

and he knew we could reach the next anchorage. 

We therefore ~ent on, the wind freshening a.nd 

giving us a helplhg hand, 80 that by six o'clock, 

half an hour after sunset, we were .safely anchored 

off HammAm Fir' 6n-the Bath of Pharaoh. A 

native boat was already Jying there at anchor; she 
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has come from Suez to buy wood a.nd charcoal of 

the Beduins. 'Vhere the latter get these aHic1es 

it is not easy to say; but this shows how the 

country is rendcred barren and desert by the 

destruction of its vegetation. 

As it was rather cold, we went below to have 

our dinner, the table being placed across from 

conch to couch, and we eating in It half-reclining 

posture, picnic fashion. When we came on deck 

again, the main awning (its sides) had been lowered 

80 as to form a tent, awl the wind having fa.llen, it 

was very jolly and comfortable; then I had a. chat 

with the Captain, tbe crew lying about in respect

ful silence. He is a very well-informed man; and 

in sppaking of Malta, he expressed himself decidedly 

opposed to the tradition which says that St. Paul 

landccl there: The real isla.nd was M aleda in the 

Adria.tic ! but Melita. or Malta. was chosen because 

it is a bigger island. ~'his is precisely what I say. 

in H Origines Biblicre," respecting the origin of the 

erroneous Jewish traditions. 

At nine o'clock we had a cup of tea, Milne and I, 

the Ca.ptain having one with US foI at my command," 

as he said, when I asked him to join UB, and then 

we turned in. Abu Nabut has supplied us with 

plenty of thick covering for the desert, but here we 
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had to turn off one-half of it: our- mattresses we 

did n'ot wnnt at all, as the ship's couches were suffi

cient. Captain Sciassar tells me he has on board a 

full supply of bedding, &c., for the use of Munzinger 

Pasha: be is really a Pasha, he says. 

January 19.-Started at 5.30 A.M. I lay in 

bed till just nine o'clock, when I came on deck, 

wh(>l"(> we breakfastcn.. A delightfully still sea, 

with a nice breeze, just sufficient to fill the jib 

aud foresail. I have employed myself in writing 

up my log thus fUI', and .Milne in "paint· 

ing" the mnn at the helm. The pilot, named 

Ramadhan, sits day and night in the bow of the 

ship by h imself, looking constantly forward: when 

he sees reason to alter the ship's course, he rises 

up, and motions with his band which way tht: 

llClmsman is to go. His life cauDot be' a very lively 

one; but he is so accustomed to it that 'conversa

tion seems rather an ann?yance than otherwise. 

Captain Nares [now Sir G. S.l. R.N .• in 187 1-72. 

when surveying the Gulf of Suez and the Egyptian 

coast, did not then go into the Gulf of Akaba, 

I believe. When I told Ramadhan that Captain 

Nares's survey was in the .. Red Sea Pilot"

the new edition of the" Sailing Directions"-he 

was rather more anima.ted than usua.l, a.nd asked 
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whether he WlLS named. He is paid seven fraucs 

a day for his work by the Government. 

Our cabin is forward, then comes a tank capable 

of holding eleven tODS of water, with whieh Captain 

j\I?Killop used to supply vessels in the roads; hut 

which tank is now filled ,vith coal: then comes the 

regular coal hold and the engines. The cook's 

galley is aft, and Abu Nabut is generally there; 

but when wanted, he comes forwa.rd and discourses 

most learnedly on all the places we are passing, 

pointing out this, and that, and the other, as they 

are all laid down by the Ordnance Survey; as Mr. 

PouleH Scrope sarcastically says, on the map of the 

Peninsula., which is more exactly drawn than the 

map ,of the county of Surrey. 

No observing the sun to-day. The Captaiu. like 

the rest, is an idler. The weather is lovely, the sea 

has scan!eiy a ripple upou it; but there is a nice 

breeze, only unfortuna~ly it is from the south, so 

that it is against us, and as the current is also 

contrary, we do not go on so fast as I could wish. 

To-night we anchor at Tor; to-morrow at Aiyunah 

(Ayoun el Kassab),} on the efl.St side of the Gulf 

of Akaba. M,ilue says he enjoys this <l trnvelling 

III the desert;" and he may well do so, He has 

1 &e Bure.khal'lit', "Tr!l.vel, ill Af>lbia,~ p. 430. 
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nothing to do, sees something fresh and of import

ance ~very hour almo~t, eDjoy~ himself to his heart's 

content, and has no expenses. But, my dearest Milly, 

you would rcally have liked it too. Except just at 

last, and then ouly for a moment as it were, we had 

a lovely passage from Yenice to Alexandria; and 

here it is as smooth as if one werc on the Thames; 

Rnd thi~ ROllth willd blowing will bc ull the better 

for the Gulf of Akaba, for entering which Captain 

Sciassar sllys this is just the proper season. So a11 

will go welt please God I 

As Master Ramadhan now says he cannot fetch 

Tor before dark, and it would be dangerous to enter 

then, he has stopped at 4.30 P,M. for the night, 

at a place just opposite the Ras Gharib L,ight

house, which is on the west side of the Gulf. 

They say it is twenty miles north of Tor, but it 

mU'lt be more, (I do not writo ,very steadily on 

board ship, but I hope you. will be able to make it 

out.) The crew set to work fishing, but caught 

only two small fish, though plenty of large ones 

were visible. 

Mr. :Milne went on shore with the Captain, our 

servant, Hashim, and one man to row. Milne and 

Hashim went up the land, whilst the Captain and 

his roan collected shells on the shore. The former 
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found the distance much greater than they ex

pected, and were not back till dark. 'We wpistled 

for them to return, and then, as it was cold, I 

went below. They came on board at half-past six. 

Milne had a pocketful of specimens, which were 

to be examined in the morning. 'We dined below, 

and then came up into the" tent" to chat aud 

have tea, and at nine o'clock we turned in. 

January 2o.-0ff at 5.30. "\Vc did not get up 

till eight o'clock, when we came on deck to break

fast. It was quite still and calm, the sky overcast, 

and the sea like a sheet of glass, or rather oil. 

After Lreakfast we prepared to examine our 

specimens, when we found to our surprise aud 

vexation that the boy Giose (Guiseppe) had thrown 

them overboard lOne specimen alone was pre

served, .Milne having taken it below with him. It 

is a sand.~tone, beginning to be formed by drifts of 
• 

sand apparently consolidated by calcareous matter, , . 
or perhaps simply by ·thejain, or the moisture of 

the atmosphere. I t is in layers, ea.ch of which bad 

evidently become hard before the next was laid 

upon it. I noticed them: when I passed along here 

from Tor in 1843, when I saw the footma.rks of 

wild ducks}iXed on the surface, which being after

wards cove-red with u.D.other sand~dri[t, would remain 

in perpetuity. Notwithstanding the 108s of his 
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specimens, Milne made a few notes, which will 

serve [De to bring in the subject of the geological 

formation of the pseudo Mount Sinai.1 Iushallah! 

we will make a useful book yet. There is no chance 

of our being at AiYUllUh to-night, and we shall 

be lucky if we get out of the Gulf of Suez. 

At II A.M. we anchored at Tor. Our flag was 

hoisted, which wail answered from the Governor's 

house. The Governor came at once on board, 

accompanied by several persons. The usual in

quiries were made, and our bill of health shown. 

H e is a quiet, civil, middle-aged man, who made the 

usual compliments, and placed himself and all about 

him at my service, &c. 'Va told him we wanted 

nothing hut to buy some meat for the crew, and 

some charcoal for ourselves! For this purpose the 

Captain and Abu Nabut went Oll shore in the Gover

llor's boat, and Milne accompanied titpm. I rp-maincd 
, 

on board and copied out his geological notes of last 

night, as they will be required to work into my book. 

We are here at the foot of the pseudo Mount Sinai. 

Tor 2 is situated at the edge of a broad and 

slightly undulating plain. running back to a granitic 

range of hills, the highest of which is Serba!. The 

I See Apptndi:c: A. 
S See Dr. FntM's description of Tor, and account of the coral for

mation. in the northern part.a of the Red Sea, in hiS "Au. deUl 
Orient" (8tuttgart, 1867), p. 18+ 
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houses are built of coral, obtained from a. mound 

on the north side of the town, which on th~ side 

facing the sea forms a small cliff. There are many 

shells with the coral, which appears to be ill de

tached massC8. If not left there by the sea, they 

must have Lecn drifted iuto the mound-shape form 

they now make, the latter is the more probable. The 

mounel or mound~ a.re u.bout twenty feet high

higher than the highest houses in the village. The 

people of Tor are Greek Christians, dependent on 

the convent Oll (the tourists') Mount Sinai. 

At noon the Loat came Lack, and we instantly 

weighed .allchor and were off. The orders to the 

engineer are given in .. English," such as. "Torn 

astafll," &c. Our crew had purchased a pig and some 

driel fish for the voyage. Mr. Milne made a rapid 

sketch of the place, sufficient for a picture. After 

luncheon.we docketed several shells he had brought 
• 

from a. mound some twenty feet above high-water 

level, which hael evidently been washed up by tbe 

sea. 

In the afternoon the wind freshened, and as we 

are a.pproaching the most difficult part of the sea., 

there was a talk: of st.opping. The Captain and 

ourselves rem~nstrated, but the pilot said that it 

waa more tban his head was worth to go on, Bnd 
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if the Ca.ptain chose to do it, it must he on his own 

resPQnsibility. This shut us up; and so at 3.40 

we cast anchor again ill a sort of bay a little 

above Ras Sybille. T1e Ashrafi Lighth'(usc on the 

Egyptian side is distinctly visibl~. 'Vhat a blessing 

these lighthouses are along the const t 

Soon after we had anchored, a llative came along· 

side in a small canoe, which he paddled, bringing 

for sale some large oysters, of the sort that the 

Americans say it requires three men to swanow 

one at a mouthful. These are real whopper~ t 

eight or ten inches long. l The Captain bought four 

for half a franc as food for the crew; they make 

an excellent dish cooked with rice. He says that 

no frutti di man (shellfish) is poisonous: for 

sailors find everything to be" very good eating " 

\Ve passed our time reading, writing, ·und drawing 

-the latter being my companio~1'8 wOl·k, and Le 

has already" painted" me three times J It was a 

delightful mild evening, with little wind, and tbat 

from the south, which is my only consola.tion for 

being 80 long on the voyage, as I trust it will COil· 

1 Theae big Oy8ten, Mr. Milne tells me, are TMdacua giganua 
(the largest bivalve), and have been Been one yard and a half long. 
In the Chureb of St. Sulpiu, at Pam, the ahelli are u88d III fontl. 
There are &OlDe magnificent lpecimen. in the garden of the botel at 
South Kensington M~uln. 
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tinue in the Gulf of Akaba. At night we had the 

moon, not very large as yet, but she will get lJigger 
every night. It was so mild that we had our 

dinner on deck by lamplight, and we sat reading 

till we went to bed. Milne is translating Dr. Loth's 

account of the Harras of Arabia, and I was reading 

Macaulay's Biographical Essays. 

January 2 I.-Left our anchorage at 6 A.M. The 

pilot would llot start tm it waa light, ani! he is not 

to be blamed, for the shoals nnd reefs about here 

are tremendous: we had to stand well out, to 

keep clear of them. Before starting, the Captain 

bOlJght nilleteen more oysters for one franc of the 

same man, who came off to us at daybreak. Thus 

the ;rew' will not starve. Captain Seiassar is all 

active, good-natured fellow, always doing some

thing, helping in cooking occasionally, &c.; but 

unfortuootely he kceps his ship in a filthy state . 
• 

It is true the boy sweeps the deck, but u.s to put-

ting water on it, there is no more than they put to 

their faces I It is rather a "piggish" life we ~e 

leading. The pilot is mostly squatted down at the 

bow of the ship; but when the sail is set, he climbs 

up and staDd~ on the yard looking earnestly for

ward, and giving his commands to the steersman, 

either with hiB hands. or by the words" burra "-
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"outwards," "djowa "-1< inwards." He needs 

no charts, no observations, scarcely any bearings. 

but looks into the sea ! 

The wind is now south-east. Oh, if it would 

only continue 80 in the Gulf of Akaba I This 

morning I have been acting quite like a deus ex 

machr.nt1. One of the sailors having lost the key of 

his watch, I recoJIected that I hod an old ODe in my 

writing-ilesk, which was found exn.ctly to fit; so I 
gave it to him. By and by the Captain dropped 

Lis tobacco-box overboard. The ship was stopped, 

and the boat begun to be lowered ; but it was seen 

to be of no use, so we went on. The poor man .was 

au d~sespoir. I found a remedy for tbis misfor

tune likewise. At Cairo, seeing all the world 

smoking cigarettes which they made for them· 

selves, I thought I would do the same! So I took 

lessons of Mr. Rogers, and also at the tobacconist's, , 
and then ventured to buy a pouch of tobacco with 

some cigarette papers; but I soon found "the 

game not worth the candle," and therefore pur

cha.~ some ready-made cigarettes for the journey. 

The pouch, which I had laid aside, now came in 

seasonably as a present to the CaEtain. I need 

not say that h. was delighted. 

We arc now nearing Has Mohammed, which lies 
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very low. I had fancied it must be very higll f 

The Captain observed the sun to-day, and at twelve 

o'clock reported it to me, and on my bowing, be 

opened the steam-whistle, and so struck eight 

bells 1 At 1.30 we passed something which the 

Captain says is the wreck of a vessel which sank 

there eight or ten years ago. 

The granite now ceases, and low sandy (?) cliffs 

begin. ' Ve are taking stock of our coal, and find 

that out of twenty tons we have consumed seven, 

leaving only thirteen tons for the rest of the voy

age. 'Ve have steamed thirty-eight hours in four 

days. In the afternoon we saw an Arab camp on 

the sandy coast, too far off to be very distinguish

able .• It is very slow work going against the wind. 

'Vhen we came to rounding Ras Mohammed, we 

hoisted the furesnils, which helped us a little. 

At 4.20 P.M. 'Ye passed very near under the cape, 

or bluff, nearly one hundred feet high, of calcareous 

sandstone (1), much undermined by the sea. There 

are two points, the westerly one being the longer 

and lower. The English surveyors have placed a 

stone on the summit of the easterly one to designate 

the true cape .. 'Ve are now out of the Gulf of Suez; 

but not in that of Akaba; to do which we must first 

enter the Straits of Tir!n. After we had rounded 
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the cape we found the wind not 80 favourable as 

we Md anticipllted: still the sails helped us a bit, 

and we ran on till 6.40, when we cast anchor in 

Sherm e1 Monjeh. 1 ThiS is a small basin quite land· 

locked; and as we enteren it, we were met by 

shoals of fishes, pursued, the sailors said, by a large 

fish which they called cerne : they were in such 

numbers and made such a noise that it sounded 

exactly like a heavy shower of rain: I jumped up 

in surprise to see what it could be, as there was no 

rain falling. 

After dinner I sat on deck chatting with the 

captain and crew, to whom I related the history of 

the navigation of the Gulf of Akaba by the fleets of 

King Solomon, and Hiram, King of Tyre, of whose 

people, the Phcenicians (the Maltese), are the «e

scendants. Of this there is no doubt: Their lan

guage, which is not Arabian, bp.t Carthaginian, 

plainly shows this. 1 told them what a feather it 

would be in their cap to have performed this voy· 

age with me! (I am writing on deck, and my paper 

blows about 80, that my writing is scarcely legible.) 

They all seemed very delighted with what I told 

them. 

Ja1l'UM"!/ 22.-Milne went on ahore to collect 

I See RUppell'. description of Shfinn, in hit" ReiIe in Abyuinien," 
Bd. I., P. 142. 
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specimens. (This delayed us a. bit, and we did not 

start till 7.15 A.M.) They seem to be of sand, like 

Ras Mohnmmed. There do not appear any signs of 

volcanoes, but Milne did not. go inland. Beyond 

the sand is granite. The steam being already up, 

we started the instant he came on hoard. 

The Sherm in which we passed the night is a , 
lovely little basin, protected from every wiud, ex-

cept towards the south-ea.st. The hills on the east 

side of the harbour are formed of sand capped with 

two beds of yellowish limestone. The sand is yel

lowish red, and in pbces is formed of quartz grains 

us large as peas, bcing quite a grit. It contains 

oue band of rounded and angular atones (flint, 

quartz, granite, &c.), about eight inches wide. These 
• 

sand beds dip 170 to the south. Masses of the 

rock having -(aUen from above, protect them from 

the actiO'U of wipd and weather. The beds above 

arB horizontal, soft, full of irregular cavities, and, 

in fact, rather a mass of shells and coral than a true 

limestone: just as the beds below are too spft to 

be a sandstone. Th~ upper bed of limestone is of a 

darker grey colour than the lower one, which is 

yellowish.l 

We DOW crossed the entrance of the Gulf of 

I See Appendix A, 



320 DISCOVERY OF .MOUNT SINAI. 

Akaba, going to the north of TirAn Island. I wanted 

the ~aptain t~ keep on the outside, as the sea is 

quite free from rocks. and he felt inclined to do so ; 

but the pilot humbugged him, pretending that 

Mugna was the place I wished to go to, instead of 

Aiyunah. 

It is a fine morning, but the wind is getting up 

from the north. After breakfast we examined the 

specimens collectp.d this morning by Milne, and he 

wrote his notes thereon, also referring to what 

Burckhardt says about volcanoes, of which we find 

no traces. The coast to our left continued sandy, 

with granite rising immediately above it. The 

wind was now dead ahead, and we shipped a good 

deal of water. As we proceeded, the . sandy ,coast 

seemed to die out, and the granite came down to the 

sea. The idea that this barren, rooley country is 

the scene of the Wanderings of, the Ist'-aelites is 

perfectly preposterous. At I I A.M. we saw a few 
• 

date-palms on the beach: but that is all the vege-

tation. 

As it was now time for something certain to be 

decided about our course, there was a kalam (talk) 

with the pilot. He wanted to per~uade me that 

Mugna, within the gulf, was where I wanted to go. 

I knew what I wanted hetter than he did, and 
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showed the pla.ce to the Captain on the chart and 

in the" Sailing Directions," nnd, as he is under my 

orders, he had no alternative Lut to submit. He 

fears it will take time, and that he shall run out of 

'coal, &0. j but that is not my affair. I want to go 

to the Encampment by the sea of the Ismclites, as 

I have supposed Aiyullah to be, and to make a 

drawing of it. This will ,serve to illustrate my 

Look, and, besides; will perhaps save me from illus· 

tmting (and going to) ~[arah (Shorata), and Elim 

(Moghayr SLayL), of which there arc accU'r&te de

scriptions by Burckhardt and RUppell. 

We then shifted our course to the eastward, sct 

sail, and crossed behind TirAn. The wind wa.~ 

pretty strong, and Milne could not stand it, but 

went velow and was very sick. I enjoyed it very 

mucb. By noon we were under the land on the 

cast coasbo of the . gulf, when it became quite still 

and delightful. The Captain says they have in. the 

Museum a.t Malta a Carthagenian ship just like 

those that navigate the Gulf of Suez at the present 

day. In consequence of the stupid pilot's keeping 

within TIrio instead of without, he now says it is 

doubtful whether we shall reach Aiyunah to-night, 

that is, by SUDset ; for he will not navigate by night. 

AI! soon as we get into an open channel, Captain. 
1 
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Sciassar saya he will take the lHl.VigaLion into hIs 

own. ha.nds, and only employ the pIlot when be 

nears the shore. I ouly wish he had done so this 

morning: it would havc sa.yed us at least ten miles, 

nnd wo are ouly going some jive miles an hour I 

The dela.y docs not, in truth, very much signify, 88 

I 1nmt remain at Akaba till the night preceding the 

21St day of the moon; on which day, Saturday, 

February 7th, in the morning, I hope to start OU 

my return t.o Suez. All my arrangements will have 

been previously made, so that there mlly not be a 

moment's delay after I have observed the state of 

the tide and of the moon on the day corresponding 

to the Passage of the Israelites through thc Red Sea. 

I could not leave the spot without that. It was a 

dodge of the pilot, RamadhaD, to do .. he did. Had 

I not been on the alert, he would hare run me into 

Mugua (Magna), and have Baid he undemood that 

was what I meant. As it is, he has subjected us to 

the rough pasaage ill the morning along the coast of 

the Peninsula, and aCl'088 to TirAn, besides making 

us take a course probably double of what it would 

have been had we kept out at sca. 

The result is, that we do Dot reach Aiyilnah to

night, but ""chat 011 a desert Wand called Barakan, 

BOrne twelve miles O!: The Ar.bian coast, along 
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which we skirted after crossing the straits, is low; 

but ahead of us are some immense mouutains, 

marked on the chart as being 6000 aud 7000 feet 
JJigh; like those of Abyssinia. 1 

It is II. hot day with scarcely a breath of wind. 

and the sea so clear that we can see the coral reefs at 

the bottom; ten fathoms do",,'u, they tell me. Ram{l~ 

dnhnn is so plaguy careful that he takes us first 

one way and then another. Poor Abu Nabut does 

!lot like the sea any more than Milne. He has no 

iuea where we are going, and is quite shut up. He 

says, very natura.lly, that he likes best to be .. at 

sen" on the Nile. The Captain is in a. stew about 

coal. He says we may have enough t~ ta.ke us to 

Akaba.; but how he is to get back he docs not 

kno~, except by the help of the north wind. At 

Tor he hope! to find some coal, and he is looking 

out ill the U Code 1J for the signal, H Want coal imme-
e, 

dintely," in case he should meet a steamer on his 

way. At Akalm he niay, perhaps, be able to get 
BOrne; but I doubt it. At all events, he talks of 
remaining there two days, which will enable me to 

send you letters, and, {f the new ia good, a tele~ 

gram. I pray God it may be I!O. 

1 See Burtkhardt's "TravehinA.ral.o~" (London: Colburn, 1829), 
p. ).40. 
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At 5.40 P.M. we nnchored behind the island of 

Barakan; n. low, barren, sandy rock, of the same 

sort a.~ Ras Mohammed. The evening was stm, 

with a bright moon; and a «ew fell whieh causeu 

the Captain to put the tent up: under it he and 

the crew held an animated conversation, in which I 

took 110 po.rt, being sufficiently occupied with my 

thoughts. But I could not help noticing the 

strange mongrel language they spoke. half Punic 

and half Italian, and I figured to myself how the 

English language came to be formed by tbe two 

races Saxon and Fl'eneh speaking together. Somc~ 

times the Italian predominated, and then the Punic. 

January 2 J-During the night the wind veere-d 

to the ea3t, bringing what might have be~n a 

severe storm. Fortunately the wind was not 

strong; but there was thunder and lightning, and 

at five o'clock in the morning there Wall a large 

tromba marina-waterspout. I was up before 

seven, when the vessel was oiuy thcu about to start, 

as the pilot could hot see his way earlier. It was 

very overcast and threatened rain: in fnet, it wns 

raining on shore. The sky was dreadfully lower

ing; indeed, I think: I never saw h~vier masses of 

black douds, not even in Abyssinia; and yet as tho 

morning went on one could see them gradually 
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taken up by the SUD. Still, Oll shore it must have 

rained heavily, and soon after Dille o'clock we had 

a sprinkle ('veu all board, but very, very slight. 

Fancy this in the Red Sea I 

\Ve were obliged to go slowly on account of the 

reefs. The pilot WlL8 up the mast looking out, and 

the Captain below giving the word to the steersman. 

The navigation here is rell'dered most dangerous in 

consequence of these reefs, of which the sca is full 

At 8.45 the Captain burst out in all exclamation 

of admiration of the I< devil" of a. pilot, who had 

carried us clear through a passage between two of 

them, where there was scarcely room to pass 1 We 

were, however, Hot yet clear; b,ut continued along 

o"e~ the reefs, which were distinctly visible, at a 

depth perhaps of three fathoms. At length, at 

9. J 5 A.M., 'we got illto deep water, fifteen or 

twenty fathoms. 

Millle employed him~elf in making a sketch of the 

Llack mountains above the place we are steering to, 

namely, Aiyunab, but it is not very good. The 

weather now cleared up, and we a.pproached the 

shores, on which we sa.w, to 'our surprise, & number 

of houses; CDptain ScrnsBar counted h'enty·four 

on the beach, and mlUlY more further up. We 
pas.ed them on tho left, and continued to the 
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barbour, where we saw other houses, and what 

appeared to be a brgc heap of charcoal; but Dot 

a human being was visible. 

At 10. r 5 A.M. we anchored about a furlong from 

t.he beach, in deep water. We had previously shown 

the Turkish flag, and lUI we were in strange ports, 

the Captain thought it better to hoist the snme 

also at, thp fore, to show that we had some oue in 
attthority all board: the British flag would do no 

good here. As soon as we had anchored, the Cap

tain went on shore with one man, whom the rower 

left. and then returned for me. I landed at 10.45, 

being carried from tbe boat to the shore, a few 

yards only, by the men. As they droppod me on 

dry land, one of them exclaimed, "Benedetta Mrra!" 

and I repeated the words mentally. To me it is 

indeed a blessed spot, because this is th'efirst of the 

«mpposed) stations of the IsracliteR 1 visitca by me, 

and you will see how ndmiI;ably it answers, in t·ts 

present conditio", to the "Encampment of the 

Israelitest 3000 ye8.1'8 aud more ago. 

At the Bpot where we landed were some eight or 

ten "hOnseB," or, aIJ they now turned out to be. 
huts mad. of date-palm leaves and matting. These 

are now all d....-ted, but ehow eigne of having 

1 Namb. J.Uill. 10. 
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recently been occupied. In ODe of them was an 

Arab flour-mill, 0. water·jar from Upper Egypt, a 

couple of wooden cases, one bearing the mark 

"BurLidge, Burbidge, & Co., export druggiats. 

Coleman Street, London;" outside WaR a. large 

heap of charcoal, with two sacks full and one 

empty sack, and in a. bush lay BOrne woman's tresses 

of plaited hair. It was mallifest that we had here 

the remains of the pilgrim caravan which passed 

by here on the way to Mecca some three weeks 

ago; and thesc things, including the huts, are left 

for them on their return. All over the plain, and 

up the valley, are numerous other huts, perhaps 

some hundred or more in nll. 

Milne made a drawing of the place from the ship, 

and tben came on shore after me, 3Jld went a short 

distance inland, taking Hashim with him. It was 

high water here at I I .15 A..M., with very little rise 

and fall. And now occurred what provE".d these 

:Maltese to be not one whit better th&Il their Car

thagenian ancestors. If I recollect rightly, Hero

dotus relates that Hanno did something of the same 

kind when he circumnaviga.ted Africa.. Being sbort 

of coal, as I have related, the Captain took poosee
sion of the two sacks of ch&l'Coai as buQna pre.a.. 
On ODe of them were some Ar&bic characters, which 
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did not wish to stay, we whistled for Milne, who 

came on board by noon. He had not been much 

more than half a. mile inland, but had seen the 

aqueduct or canal, made for bringing water to the 

beach. It is built of brick, about two feet wide 

and some eight inches deep, along the surface of 

the ground, like o~ Granll Canal at Mauritius. 

Milne h8.8 made three pretty drawings of the place, 

besides that of the mountains which he made in 

the morning. 

In the" Sailing Directions of the Rcd Sea," pa.ge 

136, AIN(iNAB is described thus -" This hs.rbour, 

although ita a.pproach is formidable from the number 

of outlying reefs, may, with the assistance of a good 

pilo~, be entered with fa.cility and safety. Towards the 

interior, at the distance of a. mile a.nd a half from 

the beach, between two barren and rocky hills, is 

the vaJrey of Ainunah, celebrated among the Be
duins for the purity and abUiJdance of ita water. 

About two miles from the bea.ch, a long line of cliffs 

rises from the plain, and forms the outer edge of an 

extensive tract of table-land. The appearance of 

the luxuriant though uncultivated tract contrastS 

strangely wit~ the wild .teriIny of the neighbour

ing soenery_ On both ,id .. of the valley there are 

some ruins, which '~ said to be the rema.iDB of 8. 
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Nazarene or Christian towll, and from it, leading 

to the beach, may be seen an nqueduct by which 

water was formerly conveyed to a reservoir near 

the beach. There are still some remains of this 

work." 

You see the name is Ainunah. Copying Burckhardt 

and RUppell. I have written Aiyunall, Ayoun, and 

Aiune, which is wrong. I fancy Captain Richard 

Burton was here too when he went the Hadj.l To 

me this is a most interesting and important place, and 

I should have liked to remain here much longer; but 

I have done what I wanted, and now do not care to 

detain'the vessel a single moment; indeed, my only 

wish now is to arrive at Akaba. As soon as Mr. 

Milne was on board the anchor was weighed, and. 

we were off by 12. I 5 P.M, At luncheon Hashim 

went to the ship's tank for some wateT, but found 

none: fortunately, ho,,"ever, Abu Nabut had Borne 

in a barrel, intended for the desert. If J had known 

what I now know, I would have insisted on stopping 

a. couple of hours more at Ainunah, to look about 

the place whilSt the sailors fetched water; but it 

is too late to complain now,' 

1 Hed~ n6tappe&r to ma1r:ea.n:rmeDtion of AUUnah. Of MlIghara 
Sho'eib, ia bY"lI.er..QL" lJe left them N,E. of Lis eoUIM. 

1 CaptaiD Burto. will prob.~ll give lIOIIle mt.eft'lting particulars 
or AinUna.h in hie lo~g yon.-.ee Me 69-
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'Ve now weut westward along the coast, a. fresh 

wind blowing 'V.S.\V.-you sec how it changes

which makcs the sen. a little rough, and difficult for 

me to write. We kept at a distance from the co!\St, 

and at 2.45 P.M. passed three small native craft 

close inshore. Soon after this we passed within a 

fcw fathoms of a rock just under Water. Rrunad
han luckily has sharp eyes'! Had we struck it, 

going at the mte we did, we should assuredly have 

gone to thc bottom. The navigation being very 

difficult, and it not being possible to find an anchor

nge later on, we cast anchor a.t 3 P.M. in BhaUow 

water over a cornl reef, and bellied a shoal now 

above water. The position is in about 28° N. 

and 34.50' E.-not at all a. plc!\Snnt place to stop; 

hut they say it is quite safe. Ai!. we were to come 

such a. very·little wny, why might we not just as 

well havb remained two hours longer at Ainunah. 

Confound that Rn.madh.n.n I The Captain and crew 

are busy fishing, and I am writing; but you see wbat 

A bad place it is for it, the wind almost blows my 

paper away. 

I find that we are only in 35" instead of 340 

50' E., so that we are ten miles ehort of what I 
imagined. We .hall never get to Abba at this 
rato; and the c>mala are there'waiting for me. It 
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is dreadfully unfortunate: and yet I ought not to 

complain. All will be right, if I can only get a 

start. The wind got up so much that 'we were 

obliged to let go a second anchor; that is to say, it 

wns deemed prudent to do so. Milne is a regular 

Job's comforter. He compares our position to an

choring in the middle of the Atlantic. r asked him 

if he ever did so 1 when he began relating some 

of his expenences, and of t.hcir having lost three 

persons by &ickness out of nine hundred in an emi

grant vessel, and buried them without most of the 

other passengers knowing it. And then he went on 

speculating on what would become of us if we parted 

from our anchor, saying (as is quite true) that the 

strength of a cable is dependent all that of ~vcry 

single link being sufficient to nullify the fl trength of 

all the rest. Confound the fellow I Lb makes one 

feel quite nervous. 

The Htent" being set up f~r the night, the Captain 

and crew assembled round the lantern, and began 

telling stories. ~ I was in the circle, the Captain 

suggested that he should tell his story in Italian, to 

which Giooe. the boy, replied. that tben he would 

not undentand it. This was, of co.urse, sufficient 

reason for.me to beg that I might not be taken into 

account, and 80 the Captain and the cook spun a 
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long yarn, of the purport of which I can form no 

idea.. But] noticed the constant repetition of 

familiar Italia.n expressions, such as H in somma," 

whieh I take to mean much the same as our II and 

so." Master Giose i-a the pet of the ship's com· 

pany: he is a smart, active boy of eleven. whose 

first voyage this is. Ht> knows only Maltese, ana 

il'l very much afraid his father and brother, the one 

speaking English and the other Italian, will forget 

t heir Maltese, and then, he says, how will they be 

able to speak to h im? Hil'l brother Mariano IS 

Ollly twenty-ow .. ·• and he is the engineer I 

January 24.-During the night it blew great 

guns-" fulmine di vento," to use the Captain's ex· 

pression. After midnigh t it became calmer, and 

on my going upon deck to look about me, I fOUDU 

it a bcautifu~ starlight night: the moon had already 

set. We-started at 6.45 A.M. Although I was not 

exactly {lightened by what was said about the ugli· 

ness of our position last night, I thought it quite as 

well to be prepared for anything that might happen, 

and therefore I did not undress, only taking off 

my coat and undoing my necktie. This morning 

there was no ~ashing for waut of~water, so tha.t we 

are getting more and more Upiggish," a.ndT I fear, 

shall continue.o till ' we get to Allah.. In case of 
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need, the eugine cau make some tell gallous of con· 

deused water per diem. The wind was now from 

the north, which not ueing altogether unfavourable, 

we hoisted sail, and went on pretty well. AUQut 

breakfast time a little rain fell ; there must be a 

good deal on the mountains at times. 

'Ve bore straight for the island of TirAn; aud at 

11.20 A.M. al tered our course so as to enter the 

Gulf of Akaba. At 12.30 P.M. we rounded Ra~ 

Fu.rtak and entered the gulf. The willd was now 

nearly ahead, but it was not very strong, nor was 

the sea very rough: still it was rough enough Lo 

cause us to &hip a good deal of water, which "\Vetted 
Abu Nabut's tents, bcduing, &c., which are 011 

deck. These had, consequently, to be shifted, and 

spars placed under them to keep them from the deck. 

The Capt-ain is very ohliging and haudy, taking 

part in all the operations of the crew·, to-whom he 

is, as it were, a father. 

No one, I believe, has been in these waters since 

the time of the 8urveying·ship 'Palinurus, ' in 

1830-34- The CaptAin tell. me he h •• three letter. 

which were given to him by the Admire! hefore 

leaving Suez, for delivery at Akaba.. He doee not 

know d>eir purport. Taking this fact 8IId other 

ma.tters into consideratioD, I have thought it better 
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that we should not hoist British colours on our 

arl'ivoJ. It would be merely a piece of national 

vauity, and could do me no good.; whereas it might 

possiLly do me harm, especia.lly in connection with 

the difference between England and Turkey in the 

south of Arabia. 1 So I suggested this to the Cap· 

tuin, who quite approved of my determination. By 

keeping himself strictly to hiB character of an Egyp

tian officer, and his ship oue of the Egyptian Navy, 

hc pays no port dueB, and is not subject to qunran· 

tine regulations. So it wns at Tor, and so it will 

be at AkaLa. My flag is therefore put aside, to be 

returned to Captain Kellock at Suez. 

'Vhen once we had got into the gulf we were in 
deep water,and a course of about N.N.E. being ~et, 

we continued along the Arabian coast, the pilot 

leaving his post, aud the Captain going to sleep. 

And this is the terrific Gulf of Akaba one hears so 

much about 1 But we must not cry before we are 

out of the wood: we b'D.ve yet to see how we like it. 

'Ve kept along close to the shore as it seemed; but 

everything is on SQ gigantic a scale, and there being 

nothing by which we could calculate distances or 

heights, that Milne and I made an egregiou8 
mistake. After luncheoD, while looking at the 

I Sholald l!'.g)"pi ~pt 'the 10k Protectorate of EDglaJId, or b&
come indepeudut\ it will have to be decided to "hieb COIUlUy 
A.ka\.la riah1l1 \oelqli. 
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mountains, Milne asked me what I thought their 

height was. He estimated them, he said, n.bout 

300 or 400 feet. I said, without pn.ying much atten

tion, that I thought they were at least 300 feet; 

but such things were so deceptive that we hnd 

better ask the Captain. We did so; and he made 

a rough observn.tioll and calculation, fl'om which 

he deduced a Leight of 2700 feet-and this (he 

:said) at the very least J <Japta.iu Sciassar told us we 

were distant three quarters of a mile from the shore; 

but J had es~imatetl it at a quarter of a mile, Or even 

less I It requires great pfJ.ctice to form just esti

mates in such matters, where everything is on so 

immense a scale, and there is nothillg-no trees, J10 

houses, no people-with which to compare whut 

we see. The mountains n.ppear to be composed of 

sandstone, nnd behind them is what !ecms to be 

granite, As we proceed (about 4 o'clock), the granite 

comes forward to the coast, but it is doubtful whether 

it is granite, or if so, it must'be much disintegrated 

on the surface. At 5 P.M, we saw what is called a 

wind dog over the mountains ahead-a short rain

bow, which is a Bure sign of wiud, 

At 5.40 we came to Mllgna (Mus.na) in' 2.8' 23 

30' N.lat., where the pilot said we .~ got water. 

In lowering the anchor no stop was put on the 

cable, and 80 it ran out I A nice piece of lubberly 



ANRIVAL AT JIIIDIAN. 337 

scamanship, This caused a grcat deal of confusion: 

the other anchor waa cast, but before this was pro

perly secured the veasel was moved backwards and 

forwards as if to keep her near the spot where the 

other was lost.. This pince is a vast improvement 

on Ainullah, there being up the valley a perfect 

wood ot date trees, and a number of huts along the 

shore. There appear to be a few natives, but not 

at all in proportion to the numbcrof dwcllings : six 

men soon made their appcarance on thc beach, with 

whom we endca.voured to communicate as well as 

the wind would allow us, .. IIat moz'yeh! Hat 

'moiye1~! Ilat mOlyeh I " \\ a.'3 our cry; we are WIth

out water, and dYlllg of thlrl.t. Then some attempts 

were made to tell them who alld what we were ; and 

Abu Nabut " explamccl" that the Khedive's Hakim 

(doctor) was-on hoard 1 On my -remonstrating with 

him on tl!.is, he answcreu me, as Mikhail did when 

we were in the valley of the J ordau, tlJut it was- his 

affair, and not mille; at. which I laughed"and said 

that as I had already pn.s'led in Syria for the Ha.kim 

Bashi of the Sultan, it W:lS but a little thing to be 

the Hakim of the Khedive I 

Meautime the boat had been lowerad to look for 

the anchor, whieh they appear to hav:e found, and 

which ia to be fished for to-morrow morning by 
y 
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l~madhan, who is a good divCl', when the sun 

is up sufficiently high for him to see the bottom. 

The boat then went on shore and brought off a 

Beduin, a youngish, good-looking mall, dressed iu 

n striped abba, who by .. Jnmp Hght" looked very 

bright and picturesque ill his Arab dt'ess, After 

the usual salutations he squatted on the deck in 

front of me with Abu Nabut before him, and a long 

conversation ensued, He is not the Sheikh, but 

ouly one of a few of the tribe who remain here to 

attend to the fructification of the dates, which, like 

the aucubas, ha\'e male and female trees, and the 

blossoms have to be set. or they would not produce 

fruit. The rest of the tribe have gone inland. 

The name of this place, he tells me, is l\flt~na, 

a1ld also Jfadian (M:idinn)!1 You may well imagine 

how this took me by surprise. In th'c Map of the 

., 'Vanderings of the Israelites," in your litLle Bible,' 

there is a .. Madian " marke~ in n.bout this position; 

but whon you drew my attention to it sometime 

back, I only fancied it to be one of the" traditional" 

identifications, having no idea tha.t there was any 

sucb place actually 8C celled. ~ut bere it is: there 

I See Captain Burton', funher diecoverie. in 'tS77. referred to at 
page 69 or this .... ork. 

t Prin\ed at the U ni"er.it, p~ O.r.fon,l. and publiahod by 
Olrdner & 800.. London: 1847. 
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IS no mistake about it. How it came to get this 

name I do not know. The Beduin repeatedly said 

it is known by both names, but the pilot says he 

ou1y knows it by that of MAgna. -1 could not find 
out from the Beduin whence the name of H Madian" 

is derived: but I have set Abu Nabut to try ana 

find this out from him, and hope to ascertain. 

Meanwhile I have a theory of my own. Maghara 

Sho'eib is in about this latitude, and only half a 

day's journey inland from hence.1 This then, and 

I In nureJ..Jutxdt'~ "AmbIa" (Loudon, Colburn, 1829), 0. map is 
~iven IIhowmg the H8!lJ route oo.st ot the GuH of AJ..aoo. Like 
RuppeU and BUrlOIl,lu" COIl1'!>e"'aIl froD! Suez to TOI, Ras Moba.m
Illed, and tbence to Motl.t ll Ju Ius IUnp (11 p. 392), the na.mes run 
flOm N. to S. tbue :-Ako.ba, Thllher d HomAr; Shoraf ... [Marnh]; 
U oghayr Shayb [Maghara Sho'eto, or Jethro'~ Cave]; Ayoul! c1 
KaMab, and Kalat el Moeyleh-tlle latl.cr place bemg debCTlbed at 
p. 430 uf lUI WOIL Dr. Beke say8 III h.s" Sm/n a Volcano," P 37. 
-" Tile road ,duel. 1 Wllhlder the Israehtes to have takell eorre
lponds 110 entlf'el) to the", oNa of the Scl1pture narrati\ e, that, when 
once the meullu" of 'trnuIlwlI' shall Le shaken off, I cannot unng 
Dly~elr to be-have there Will relllnin any dunut respecting it. Tb" 
road is that, nallll'ly, taken at the presellt day by the pilgrims from 
Cnlro to Meeca after llUllsm~ Akulta, and ne3(..rtbed by the tral'el1er 
Burckhardt, who, it I" needless to uplalll, eutert.aJ.ued. not tlte 
ahgbteat Idea of Ita being that 01 the Chl}Jrt-Il of Iuael on thelf way 
from Yiul'a.llu (to the' Encampulenl by the Red Sea' Ilt Mldian]. 
The coillctdence, too, of the HadJ stations 'WIth those of tlte hraebte. 
it: moat ,tnklDg. Thuher el Homar and Shorafll, :respectively with 
bad water and without water, may be taken to eorreapond to tho 
tb~ daY*' journey ""Ithont water W Marsh ~ ith bitter wnwr, whilat 
the 4eacription of Moghayr Shayb, ."..Ith • many welle of lJW8I!t "a~r. 
d .. ~ona. and treee among the welh,' ie almost identical ,...hh 
t.h.t olltlim, with ita 't .... e1ve fonntaw.1 oC wn\er, and threllflCOre 
ud tea,.. treeL' It Numbers uriii. 9, 10; Er:od.:n. 2~1 2.» %7. 
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not Aiuunah, must have been the" Encampment hy 

the Red Sea of th'e Israelites" of Numbers xxxiii. TO; 

and in the names" MagharaSho'eib" and" Mauian" 

we have a disto1'ted tradition of the presence of the 

Israelites here. Of course the tradition, if preserved, 

must necessarily have become distorted; as other

wise it would have been contradictory to the rc

ceived tradition respecting the position of Mount 

Sinai. I much prefer this spot, with its wood of 

date palms, for the encampment by the sea; but 

h~d I come here without going to Ainunah, I might 

have been accused of twisting facts to suit my own 

Vlews. As it is, I have visited botlL places, and 

therefore, cannot have any personal partiality for 

the one rather than the other: and this "Madian" 

is certainly preferable in every respect. I must not 

forget to mention that Ainunah and Ain el Kassab 

are both correct names for the other place~ atleast, 

so they tell me here. . 
Water was soon brought us, and it is deliciously 

pure and sweet: the Arab was told to get us twenty 

skins for to-morrow morning; also a sheep, if any 

are to be had. Besides dates, they appear to have 

limes here, as the Captain showe~ me a small 

unripe one. The man now asked for coffee and 

tobacco, of the latter of which article a little was 
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givell him, aud aome coffee. [ also gave hi.m :m 

ornuge ill exchange for his lime. After talking a 1011;:; 

time with us and then with the pilot, he was taken 

back on shore. They have DO boats here, and no 

animals, the camels beiug all ,vilh the tribe inland. 

The' Erin' is safely anchored behind a head

l:md forming the side of a sort of bay, wit'l a long 

reef running out from it, which shelters us well 

from the north. The1't:: is, however, no anchorage 

for large ves~eh:. here-these would have to ~tt'l.lId 

off whllst their Loat<;, came on shore for water. 

J al1uary 2s.-The WifIlI, which had seemed to 

fall 111 the evcnillg, rose dUling the night, so as to 

blow a perfect tempc::.t: the crew were up three 

times dUl'lDg the night, thill1..ing thut we we:e 

driven fl'QDl our audLOragc: they had \\arped us 

to the shore by wny of grf'atcr security; but when 

I came-this morning to fiec the 1'O.1>e by which we 

nre fastened, I was thaukful that we Iltul not to 

depend 011 thn.t a.t nIl: as it would not have held us 

a moment. I passed fi wretched night, and this 

rooming am altogether unwell; my he.'l.d aches, 80 

that I can hardly hold it up-n very unusual occur

rence for me; and besides this, my ankle is some

what swollen aitd painful. I do not know whether 

I hurt it goini on ahore at ·AinUDRh. or whether it 
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is a. little gouty: in any case, I have made up my 

mind not to go OIl shore. It is n. great sacrifice to 

me, as I now believe tins to be really holy ground 

instead of Ainullah; but I resign myself to the 

sfl crlfice since it must be. I should be very wrong 

to run the challce of making myself ill Lefore I gct 

to Akabu. 

Last night I ordered breakfast to be served early 

tLil:l worning III order that we might not lose time 

in going on shore. Accordingly at 7 A.M. we 

brenkfusted, and aftcr this Mihle made a skctch of 

the place before landing. Miditm is a very much 

prettier place than Ainullub, though his sketch js 

not so, owing to the sun being behind instead of 

before him. \Vhen ho had finished it he went 

on shore accompanied by Abu Nabut, Hashim 

and most of the crew. The engineers ~l[Lve plentr 

of work to do on board. and I have my 

journal, which I have now managed to write IIp. 

About half-past ten the boat'brougLt off a number 

of skins of water and two Beduin lads, and when 

the water had been taken on board. and the boat 

was about to _return to the shore, I felt myself so 

much better thot I decided on goiDg in it. 

On the beaeh I found ""me twenty penono, 
mostly children, a.nd aU males; there was npt one. 
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feronle to be aeen. Abu Nabut had been making 

inquiries for me, and I learned through him that 

the place is·called "M!1gn:l" by the A~abs, but that 

its old official name is "Madian," by which it is 

known to the Milzri (Egyptians) and the pilgrims 

to Mecca. I walked a quarter of a. mile and more 

ill the dirf'etion of the watercourse, nnd up it. It 

is some fifty yards wide, and carries water into the 

sea during the rains. I came to some beautiful 

palm groves, the trees being counUess, and they 

extend some considerable distance up the valley, 

which comes from the ('ast, that is to say, from the 

neighbourhood of Maghara Sho'cib, if not actually 

from it. In front of the date-palm groves arc plan

tations of burley Oil a small scale, which arc enclosed 

in lledges formed by the leaves of the date-palm; 

the entrance to which is closed by a curious doo)' 

fastened by bol ts and cords in a. most mysterious 

manner. 'Vithin tllCre are also growing lime, 

nebbuk, and fig-trees.' Here I met Milne relurning 

laden with stones, and two or thr~e drawings he 

had made.} 

Abu Nabut tells me that" Magharn." means a 

I ThOfle who a~ interuted in the geoJogieal formations of !Lillian 
and tlu diltOOveritlil of gold recently made by Captain Burwn there, 
I would nfer to "Appendix A.," which tpeeially treats of the qulLl't.z 
vern. ill ,h. granite. &c. 
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ca~e artificiu.lIy made, not a natural caVCrrl. I 

do not think this signifies much, as tho artificial 

dwelling wus oliginally a natural cave. I wu.s told 

by one of the Arabs, "who had SCI'I1 it with bis 

eyes," tLat, at an hour's distancc, there is a place 

marked with stoncs where tlte Prophet Moses 

prayed to God! Of course this is so important that 

it must be seon. It is unfortunately too far off for 

me to thiuk of walking there, and as there is no 

other means of gcttillg to the place, I was compelled 

to content m}&clf to accept Mllue'g offer to go for 

me. So it \\ as decided that we should return 011 

Loard to lunch; and then that he should go again 

on shore witb Hashim and the Beduin as a guide. 

Then we went off to the ship, taking \\ ith us SOlllC 

shells which we had picked up. 

'Vo Inuehed, and at half-past twelve Mune wus 

off to the "praying place of MoseR," us it i's caHetl. 

He is very good, alld does everything I ask him to . 
do, especially as he sees that I am not too exigent. 

These traditions abou t Moses and Jethro are very 

curious. I d'J IJot wish to attach too much value to 

them; but, a.t all events. they are worth quito as 

much AS those within the pellWSUla. . I may fairly 

set the one set of traditions to neutralise the other: 

and I should say that the .. hnve every appearance 
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of ueiug older thaD those, and certainly better fulfil 

the requirements of the Scrivture Hietory. and 

adapt themselves better to it, especially when taken 

in connection with the information recorded by 

travellers like Burckhardt, RuppelI, Palgrave, amI 

others. Burckhardt, in giving the following de

scription of the stations on the Syrian Hadj route 

from Ma'au,l says it i~ :~" A long day's journey to 

the Castle of Aka.1a E%hamie, or the Syrian Akaba. 

· .. Here IS a Birket of ruin-water. The Hadj 

road, as far as AkaLn., is n. complet(l desert all both 

aides, y<'t not incapable (p. 659) of culture. The 

mountain chain coutinnes at about tell hours to 

the WClJt of the Hadj route . ... From the foot of 

the castle ~ .... alls the Hatlj descends a deep chasm, 

and it takes half nn hour to reach the plain below. 

· .. The lllolmtu.ill consists of n reu grey sandstone. 

· .. 'flu! mountain sinks gradually, and is lost at a. 

great distance ill the plain, wllieb is very sandy. 

"Medawara, one day'fI journey, a castle with a 

Birket of rain-water. 

er Dzat Hadj, a c.'lStle surrounded by a. great num· 

ber of wells, which arc easily found on digging two 

or three feet. It hnslikewiso a Birket of rain-water. 

lSe, Butokhl\nl~ Append1x IlL, "TheUailj Routetrom DamnaCU/l 
to Ifekh," p. 658. 
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At four hours from it is a. descent, rendered dIfficult 

by the deep Band. It is called El Arnie, or Bulat 

Ammar .... From Halat Ammal' the plain is no 

longer Bandy, but covered with n. white earth ItS 

far as Tebouk. The vicinity of Dzat Hndj is 

covered with palm trees; but the trees being male. 

they bear no frmt, and remain very low~ The 

inhabitants seB the wood to the Hadj. 

/< One day from Dzat Hadj is Tebouk, a castle. 

with a village of Fclahcill. . .. There is a copious 

80ur('e of wo.tt!r, and gardens of fig and pome· 

granate trees, where Badintshans (egg plaut). 

onions, and other vegetables, nre also cultivated. 

The Fellahs collect in the neighbouring desert the 

herb Beiteran (a speci~ of milfoiI) .... The castle 

is also surrounded by shruLs with IOllg spines called 

Mpkd.b, which the FeU,hs seU to the Hauj as food 

for the camels, and likewise two oLher berhs called 

Nasai and MuasaaI. . 
U Akhdhar, a. castle with a Birket of ra.in·wat.er, 

upon a. smaB ascent .... El Moadham, a very 

long day's march (p. 660). Dar el Hamra.. 
Medayn Szaleh .... EI OUa ... with a rivulet, 

and agreeable gardens of fruit-t~es. Binr el 

Ghanam, with many wells of fresh water. Byr 

Zemerrod. a large well Byr Dyedeyde. 
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I< Hedye .... It is a. Ghadeir, or low wady COIDv 

iug from Khaibar, which is four hours distant. . . . 

I< El Fahletein; asses, and what the Arabs call 

tigers, are met with here .... 

"Bjar Nusyeif, a number of wells in the sandy 

ground, which ure every year newly digged up. 

Uecausc the wina COVt'rs them immediately after 

the caravan's departure." 

In Mr. Palgmvc's "Travels in Ambia" the fol

lowing particulars arc given of th'c country east 

of the Syrian Hadj route from Macan :-" Ows il 

IVells, 30° IS' N. 380 JO' E.-'Vhen in the 

afternoon we resumed our way ollce more, we 

foulld the geneml appeamnce of the desert 

somewhat modified by large patches of sand 

or grass on its blttck 8mjace, and these continued 

to increase in numb~r and size as we went 011. 

"Before reaching Djoon, in Djowf, 29° 30' N. 

39° JO' E., we Imd yet a 10llg way to go, and 

our track followed Clidless windings among low 

hills and basaltic ledges, without any approach to 

cultivated regiolls. At last the slopes grew greener, 

and a small knot of houses with traces of a 

village close by appeared; Djoon. 'Aatam·es·Sdad, 
280 50' N. 40° 10' E.-Near sunset we came in 

light of two lonely pyramid.1 peaks of dark 
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granite, risiug nmiJ the sand wulls full 1Il our 

way .... At midnight we passed close umler 

the huge black masses of rock, lJut without stop

ping." These particulars will assist me with my 

book and map. 

The sea is still very rough outside the reef, and 

thcre'"is no moving yet: we cannot cven fish up 

the anchor, ,,,hieh lies iu water some twenty fathoms 

deep. There are no sLeep to be got here, so the 

crew have killed a pig they bought at Tor, and our 
• 

cook hns killed a turkey to roast for dinner. An-

other wind-dog was seCH this morniug. So you sec 

we are weather-bound here, and the camels are at 

Akaba at five pounds a dliy, doiug nothing! \Vhilst 

Milne was absent I wrote up my diary, alld selected 

the best shells from a large quantity Abu Nabut 

brought 011 board with him. They. will do for 

studs, and to make presents as memorials of Midiau. 

They ought to have a greenish lllle, but the sun 

has bleached them. 

The Beduins here arc the Beni Ughba; they 

number four hundred souls; and remain on the 

eoast only about four mOllt~ f?f the year. They 

seem to be & quiet, harmless people, -~ot - answering 

at all'to·. ,chara.etcr given of them in the U Sail-
M>"'~" ,," ,_ ~ 

iog DireCtion:"" They are very~: !\,ud badly 









350 lJISCOVERY OF MOUNT SINAI. 

stone and conglomerate. A couple of hundred 

yards past this the rook is covered with sand, 

and just as you come to the end of the poJm 

groves, you see a mound half as high Q.8 the 

palms, with the white blocks lying in the sand. 

Here there is a good view into the interior up 

the valley. along which date-palms are seen grow

iug in patches; there are also a few dom-palms, 

notably one overhanging the ruins. 

Mr. Milne describes the ruins of the :Mosqu~ 

of Muses 88 follows :-" The blocks marked 'A' 

are of alabaster, whIlst those marked I G' are 

of granite, all much wea.thered. The alabaster 

blocks are about three feet long, and one foot 

six inches square. They all appeared to have 

been worked, but the edges are now rounded: 

one appeal'S to form a portion of a 'column, and 

there would seem to have been two sqltarcs, one 

within the other, the south end of the inner . 
one being semicircular, and there may have 

been another enclosure yet further out; but it 

i8 difficult to say. There are sevel'al large mounds 

near it, which may possibly contain other remains. 

The whole ill being rapidly cover¢ with sand, 
which is Been by its encroachments on the palm 

grov .. , which the natives try to pievent by erecting' 
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fences. In one place the fenee h8.8 been destroyed 

by the sand, and another erected further in." 
On the chart of the Red Sea the rum. of the 

ancient Fort of M~gna, (or Midian), and the en

campment, with the running stream of wa.ter, are 

all placed much too far inland. The fort is not 

more than half a mile from the sea .Milne went 

as far as the running water; and, from what he 

says, there must be at the very least a thousaud 

llalm trees. The Beduin who was with us last 

night now came on Lourd for some wine M 

" medicine" for his stomach, he sn.id Hashim 

had some for cooking, so be gave him a little. 

'l'hen he came to me, calling out, "Hakim Bashi" 

several times. Ae I knew he had only come to 

beg, I pretended not to hear, but at last was 

obliged to tnrn round to him. His petition was, 

after aU, os. very reasounLle oue. It appeared that 

he bad accompanied .Mr .. Milne to the Mosque of 

Moses, and now wanto<l four piastres as bakhsbish. 

which I gave him, and he went away rejoicing. 

Off and on all day the pilot has been diving, 

or looking for the anchor. He sits in the bow of 

the boat, with. his hend Q.OWll almost to the level 

of the water, into which he looks with all his 
m;pt. They ... y they know where it i.: but I 
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see no proof of it. In the afternoon I spoke 

seriou~ly to the Captain about our going on. He 

says the weather is still too bad; but if it would 

only become a little calmer, he would start, and 

.leave the anchor to be fished up, or at least secured : 

by the Beduins. Towards nightfall he made a 

great boast of starting during tbe night, at all risks, 

so as to anchor a.t Akaba to-morrow afternoon. 

But a.s there were no signs of getting up the 

steam I knew that this was all talk. After I had 

. gone to hed I sent for bim, and . suggested tbat he 

should get up stea.m at all events,' as, should it 

come on to blow so bard as to make tbe anchor 

part, he would be able to prevent the ship drifting 

on the lee-sbore. But be sa.id he was prepared for 

this by setting the two jibs, a.nd so putting the 

vessel before the wind. With this To must needs 

be content. 

Januatt'y 26.-At about 7 A.M. the Captain came 

down into my cabin before i was up, to tell me the 

night had been worse than the two preceding 

nights, and at one time he rea.lly thought the 

anchor had slipped. This morning, however, the 

weather has calmed, a.nd he had . made up bis 

mind to start, and continue all night, so as to 

get to Akaba. to-morrow morning. I shall believe 
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him when we nre really ofT. But, in fn.et., when I 

came on deck to breakfast a.t eight o'clock I found 

the fires were really lighted, which looks as if he 

were in earnest. We arc here in 280 23' 30N N. 

la.titude, and Akaba. is in '29° 29', so that we have 

some sixty-six miles to run. The Captain and 

pilot Are sLilllooking for the anchor! 

I was copying out SDlne of Milne's geological 

Hotes, when, at 10.15 A.bl., t heard the Rteam

whistle as :l signal for starting. and the ship be

gan movlOg. At 10.30 the Loat was up, and we 

were off. It Wfl,S a lovely mOfuillg. only the sea 

ratller rough, aud the willd ahead as usual: draw

ing as it does down the immense fumi.el from as 

far as the Bay of Tiberias. it is almost constantly 

from the north. 'Ve keep close along the Arabian 

coast, which. screens us a little from the wind, 

and gives-us a smoother ·sea than we should have 

farther off the .shore. Still the waves make the 

little steamer (she is o~ly sixty-four tons) pitch a. 

good deal, and prevent the screw from working as 

it should. The Captain says we are not doing 

more than two miles an hour, but we have a cur

rent of one mile in our f&your, and as we go on the 

weather improves, SD that we begin to make very 

d~t way,pn ih~ whole. She is too much down , 
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in tho stern, as was remarked at Suez; and in COD

sequence of which it was thought well to shift 

forward Borne of the things on board, so as to bring 

her head down. To me the sea. seems as nothing 

compared to what I have been in on the coast of 

Kent in an open boat. Certainly, I have crosaed 

the Channel over ::wd over again in very much 

worse weather; but then allowance must be made 

for the BizI' of our little craft. 

At 1 P.M. we passed under a 11uff of granite 

rising perpendicularly out of the water, which cor

responding to the dip of the land, is without sound

mgs. It is called Jebel Suwekhed; but in the 

l Sailing Directions' it is called Tayyibat Isem, 

which I fancy to be some misunderstanding 8.8 to 

its name being H good." Tue sea. has had 8uch an 

effect upon poor Milne that he could uot get up to 

lUDch; but he must needs eat a large. lump of 

cheese. and then take an orange to keep himself 

from being sick I 

As we went along under the side of the moun

tain we saw a man and a boy walking along a 

narrow shelf of Band forming & sort of bet\Ch at its 

foot. At the distance at which we were it seemed 

to us aI if there was scarcely room for them to 

walk. What they were doing there, and how they 
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got there, Wail a puzzle to us; but the mystery 

was solved uy our coming in front of a cleft in the 

mountain ma~, at the foot of which was a little 

beach with date trees growing on it. I was sorry 

Milne was not in a. state to make a sketch of it, 

but I supplied his place, and made a. rough dra.w· 

ing of it, which 'will serve as the basis of n very 

pretty picture. It was now about 1.45 P.M. As 

we proceeded we witnessed signs of incrpicnt vege

tation on the face of the disintegrated grauitc: a 

tuft of grass here and there, and then a single stunted 

tamarisk. By and hy the sandstone took the place 

of the granite, and the trees iucreased gradua.lly in 
• number, 80 us to almost form a little wood. \Ve 

kept along ill the deep water close 1110ng the shore, 

the hills gradually decreasing in height, till at 3.20 

P.x. we stopped under a long sandy point called 

Bir-el-.M6ahiyah, in 28° 51' north latitude, forty 

miles from the head of the Gulf of Akaba. About 

half a. mile back from tue lJeach there is au ex

posure of whIte coral and other r.hells. This is 

about twe~ty feet above the level of the sea by 
aneroid. Exccpting these banks, the rcst of the 

country is a. fia.t 1Jlaio, gently sloping upwards for 

two or three miles towards a. range of granite hillM. 

w~ went in cIo!*' to ilie lanl'l, and M the ancLor 
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would not hold in the sandy bottom, it was carried 

on shore and a. hole dug for it. A warp was also 

carried on shore. Here we arc to rema.in till even~ 

ing, when, if the wind falls, we n.rc to go on during 

the night, so as to get to Akaba in the morning. 

The wind is rising just now, and I much fear '\\"e 

sha.ll have to remain here all llight. It is n. good 

thing thnt we made the detour by Ainunah, as 

we thereby ('<leaped thc bad weather in the Gulf, 

where it must hnve been infinitely worse than it 

was with us. 

I cannot but look upon our voyage a.,q having 

beeu tlius far most fortunate and most favourable. 

\Vhen the sutject i.~ calmly considered, the under

taking is a most perilous one. The pilot knows 

the sea, it is true; but neither the Captain nor any 

of his crew have ever been up the Gulf ;before; and 

as to the young engineer-be tells me it is the 

first sea voyage he has ever mnde, his experience 

having been ouly on shore Imd in the harbour of 

Alexandria; however. he knows his uusiness very 

well. Milne is up and well the moment we rench 

land, and is already gone on shore. I stay on board 

to write up my journal for you. a.a the Captain 

says he shall not remain at Akaba, and I want you 

to hRve the latest new.. This day fortnight I hope 
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you will receive this letter. If the Captain waita a 

day at Akaba, I think I may be able to ",nd you 

• telegram from Etham (Wady Ithem). Before 

dinner ~ time Milue returned ou board, bringing 

with. him some sketches he had made. lLDd a col~ 

lection of rocks and pieces of coral ao;; u~ual. The 

coast has risen lwre twenty feet at least. 

Janua1'y 27 (Tuesday}.-Please God this is our 

last d.lY nt sea.. Before I "eut to bed last night 

the Captain talked of startillg M soon as the tide 

changed, which J und('r<;tood hIm to say would be 

about 9 P.M.; Lut n.t I I P.M. I got up, and looking 

over the companioll-hn.tchwa)", I blLW the Captain 

and all the crew f.LSt o,sleep I At midnight I got 

up again, whell I found two of the men beginning 

to stIr, and the Captn.m was also in motion. He 

told me the)" wele on the point of starting; anu in 

a few mnlUtes the word" presta" (rendy) was given 

from the f'ngine-ro0l!l; whereupon the Cuptain 

called all the crew up. On this I returned to my 

bed, where I listened to the pleasing sound of 

weighillg anchor and stowing the chain cabJe Oll 

the deek right over my head. By oue o'clock in 

the morning we were off: the moon was still up, 

80 that we had ]H~r light till full on our course. 

At seven o'clock J got up and went on deck:. It 
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was a delightful sLill morning. the sky ra.tb~ 

overcnst, and the sen quite smooth. We were now 

steaming with the currcnt right up the middle of 

the Gulf Lnst nigbt I reau to Ctlptam Sciussar 

what is Baid in the' Sailing Directions' about the 

Palil1u1'US JUl.Villg been thrice blown from her 

anchors (ill 1830), whIch he repea.ted to the chief 

mate; whereupon they cougratulated themselves 

on being un'th me; but who could say whether they 

·vould ha.ve my good fortune on their return voy

age, I told them the danger was in coming uP. 

not in gomg down the Gulf, the wind being almost 

alwa.ys flOm the llorth, 

At 8 A,M, the wind having shifted a lIttle, we 

hoisted bail, and continued 011 a perfectly S1/woth 
seal I am now getting very IUlXlOUS and lIervou~, 

'fo-morlow "ill perhnp'l decide my fate 1 have 

perfect faitll, aue! yet oue cannot help doubting at 

times whether there may ~ot, perhaps, be Borne 

great mistake after all If so, I must be eon tent 

to kar it; but I will not doubt. I feel sure that 

I am right, and that a few hours will prove me to 

be so. I cannot be 80 grossly deceived, Yester

day it WQ8 intensely cold, the wind a,t times blow

ing very sharp: between this and the burning sun 

I have got a little erysipelas ill the left ear, so this 
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morning I ha.ve put my keffya O¥e[ my cap. It 

protects the ea.rs, which the hat with its brim and 

puggcry does not at all. The sun is burning hot 

with scarcely 8. breath of air this morning. 

At 10.30 A,M. we passed Jesi'rat Fir'{jn (Pha

raoh'. Island) opposite Akaba.' In the 'Sail

ing Directions' this island is described thus:

"Jnzirrat Far'auD, or Phara.oh Islanu, about a 

quarter of a mile long and 300 or 400 yartls broad. 

lies in la.t. 290 24', alld from the fort and village 

of Akabah, B. \V. l l}" \V. ! \V., distant about eight 

miles. The fortification occupies the whole of 

the top of the island. Tbe Arabs at Akabah will 

bring supplies to this place in five or six hours, 

but they are not to be trusted. ,. There are caves 

in the island they say; but I fancy the!J are tauks 

only. Abu·Nabut speaks of a c<\Ve, "Maghara," 

llear it j imt I can get no satisfactory informa· 

tiou from him. Every oue must, I think, admit 

that these traditions ;bout Moses and Pharaoh 

in this Gulf are at leu.st quite as valuable as those 

ill the Gulf of Suez; especially when taken ill 

connection with my hypothesis with respect to 

the position of Mitzraim and Midiau,2 and that 

I See" Diana ill. Arabia Pet-lea," di Giamwartinu Areonati Vi&
COIlti, Rome, J872. pp. 270-275, and Robinson's BliJlIcal Reaenrebel!, 
vol i. pp. 160. 161. 2 Be.., ..,hap. II. 
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the Gulf of Ak.ba i8 the Yam-Suph, or Red 

(Edom) Sea-navigated by the Heets of KiDg 

Solomon and Hyram, king of Tyre1-which WtLS 

crossed by the Israelites on the occasion of their 

departure from Mitzntim, as recorded in the four

teenth chapter of the Book of Exodus. 

On the cumulative authority of the facts adduced 

ill the sccond chapter of this work, it may be 

nsserted without fear of confutation that by no pos

sibility could" the Land of Mitzraim," the country 

of the bondage of the Israelites, have been on the 

Isthmus of Suez/ or anywhere to the westward of 

it within the limits of the preseut country of Egypt. 

The result thus obtained leads directly to the fur

ther inference that the Gulf of Suez canDot be that 

sea. whicl.l-' by the direction and uuder the miracu

lous protection of the Almigh ty-wru, crossed Ly 
the Israelites in their flIght from MitE'aim, and 

must, therefore, have been the Gulf of AkaLa. 
The argument by which this conclusion has been 

arrived 6t, however greatly at variance with the 

notiolls on the subject hitherto universally adopted, 

might, doubtless, be considered of itself sufficiently 

conclusive; but it fortunately happens that we 

I i King.. chapa. b .. L 

2 See Origines Biblical, p. 176, note. 





GULF OF AKABA. 

possess the means of arriving at the same result 

frO"fli the Scriptures themselves-the authority of 

wllich is confirmed by my disputing, as I do, the 

"traditional" explanation of the geography of the' 

Bible. 

The arguments which are thus adducible from 

Scripture are as follows :-The scene of the mira

culous passage of the children of Israel is desig

nated by the inspired historian as the tr'o-c~ 

(Yam-Supb) ; 1 by which designation, and by no 

other, it continued to be known to the Israelites 

throughout t~e whole course of tbeir national 

history.! This name, it may be remarked, has been 

variously rendered in the Septuagint version by 

the expressions 'Epv8pa 8d"l\.aqua, 8J'Aauua ~cf>, and 

euxaT1} ed'Aauua; but in the Vulgate it is (I believe 

invariably) translated Ma,'e Rub/rum, which autho

rity has 'been followed by all the modern, versions 

of the , Bible, in which accordingly it is styled . 
the Red Sea. In speaking, therefore, of the 

Yarn-Suph, I use the expression "Red Sea" as 

a synonymous term ~ and at the same time, in 

order to avoid ambiguity, I distinguish the entire 

I Origines Biblic..1l, p. 177; Exod. xv. 4. 
'See particularly J oeh. xxiv. 6; Pa. cuxvi. '3, J 5; and Neh. 

ix. 9. 
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sea between the coasts of Arabia alld Africa, to 

which the name of the" Red Sea" is usually applied 

lIy geographers,-and of which the Y<t1n-Suph, or 

Red Sell llroper, forms a. part oniy,-oy the name of 

the Arabian Gulf. So that tlle two hend guUs 

into which the Arabian Gulfis divided aL its north

ern extremity nrc referred to by me respectively by 

the names of the Gulf of Suez and the Gulf of 

Akaba. 

The only information respecting the situation of 

the Red Sca to be derived from thosc texts of Scrip

ture iu which that sea is mentioned iu connection 

with Mit.zraim, and as being the scene of the miracle 

wrought in favour of the Israelites, is tha.t it lay 

in an easterly direction from Mitzraim; I awl 

tha.t the Isra(·li tes, Iw,villg crossed it, .. went out 

inlo the 'Vilderncss of SLur,"2 which, '\\'C arc told, 

was "b~I01'e (this is not necessarily the east) Mitz

ra.im, as thou gocst toward ~yria ... 3 

Dismis.'Jing from our minds for a. mOIDeut the 

formation of the low country in the neighbour

hood of the Gulf of Suez, the foregoing references 

to the loca1ity of the Red Sea might be considered 

I "And the LoN. turneol a wiKhty etroug 'IUd 'Wind, \\ hich took 
away the loeultt, and cast them into the Red Sea; thtlre remained 
liot one locuet in all the CoaIIU of Mitnainl."-E:loo. :I. 19. 

S bod. :lV. 22. 'Gen. :UV. 18. 
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to be applicable either to that Gulf or to the Gulf 

of Akaba. according to the view which we might 

take of the positioll of the country of Mitzraim, on 

the eabwrn side of which that sea is thus shown to 

have been situate. There is another set of texts, 

however, which do not refer to the passage of the 

Hed Sea, but which describe the sea which washed 

the shores of Edom us being known. in the time of 

l\ioscs, ill that of Solomon, and even so late as the 

age of the Prophet J eremiah, hy the same Harne of 

Ymn-Suph (Exodus xv. 4) : I which description (as 

it is by other t('x ts of Bcripture determill cu that 

the position of the country of Edom was to the 

southwanl of till: Deall Sea).~ it is evident, can-

I .. And "hell we paSlle<l hy from our hrt'tlm;:n the e1nldren of 
}~,\l\, \,hkh Jw~lt III Selr, th,ollhh th~ \lay 01 th~ 11\.1111 from E!ath 
Ilmi from EZlon-tal lOOl , '''! turne,} IImI p.u!8Cd Ly the "8Y of the 
"I],\"rue.ss of M"uh."-lkut 11.8. 

"An,\ K1I:g Solomon mnue II. rUlv)' or .. hips in E~ionbd>er. wblll. 
is t.es1<\e Eloth, on tile shore nl the Red Sea (Yam-Suph], 11\ the 
hmd 01 EJOlll."-1 Kmgs IX. ~6 . 

"Therefore hear tilt: LOllllSci of the 1.0111, tlHlt He JI llth tak,m 
against EJom ; nnu HIS put'pOo;<.s, thllt He hllth purposed 1l£lIl1lbt the 
mhabitants {"If Tel\l[\ll : Surely lhe }",ust (If the tlock ~haH umw tht'ul 
(lUt. The eart.h 18 moved at tbe llOJiJ(l 01 tb.·lf j..lll , ..It the cty the 
river thereol was bean! In the Ikd S".l (YHIJI.::';ul'hl "-J"r. du:. 
20,21. 

"TII"u "ent Solomon t {) EZI{)[\.gelo .. r, Imd to E.loth. at thl! 6\:11-
aide in the lauu of &lolli."-2 CblOIl. VIiL 17. 

, « Then your ~ut" 'Jullrler bhllli \.oe from the wilderneu of Zw, 
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lIot be applicable, under allY circumstancel't, to 

the Gulf of Suez, Lut to the Gulf of AkaLa 

alone. l 

If. thcrcfore, the YHfn-S1tpl~ referred to by 
:Moses, by Jo&hutt, by Dnvid, and by NchemiaJI, as 

the scene of the miraculous dclivcrllnce of the 

Israelites, he not f,he same sea 3..<; thc Ymn-Suph 

meutioued iu cOllllcetioll with the country of EaOlU, 

by Moses himself, auu also by JosilUa, and suusc

quclltly hy the writers of tIle books of Killgs and 

Chronicles, and by the Prophet Jeremiah. we arc 

alQng by the eout of Edom, and your 1IOilth border shall be tlul out
nlOst CQa6t of the Mit $ea eastwllrd.~ - N lI11th. llXII'. 3. 

,. This then was the lot of the trIbe of tJH;~ tiulJren of Juilah "y 
tllejr f.ullli,{!8; evt:n 10 the Lorder of EJOIll, the \lIMcm~S8 of ZIlI, 
lIOut!J\\al\!, was dIe uttermOSt part (II the !;Outh coaot. And th""r 
!IOutll boruer WM f'om tlu~ ~l lore (If the &lit Ilea, flOI11 the ooy that 
looketll ~outh'\\al,l.~-Jobh. lV. 1,2. 

I In Dr. Beke'~ Diary, 14th April 1835, he says ~ "The following 
text aH)e(1r. conclusive (lij to tIle 1)()~ltJQn (If the Yam-S,uph ;~' AI,d 
1 \liI( set thy uoulJIls from IIIf' Rf'rl Sea [Yam-S«ph), even unto the 
_ of the Plllh~tll1e8, alld (roD! the desert Uilto the rh'er' (Exoo. 
It:l:ili. 31), wtiu.ell {lUI J;eCms eertaill~ during tile sojouru by ~r(llint 
Smai, before the Gulf of AkaOO could have been known 1(1 Mollt'll 
and tbe hraelita, ~CCOrdHlg to tbe vulgar nolion \Jlat it was UIC 

GuU of Suez that Willi crosaed by the Isra.elites, hut yet referring to 
tile Gulf of Akaba as the Yam.Suph which was to be the ea..um 
limit (If the ProllH~ed LlIm!. I cOllwive nlso tbat Gerar must have 
Leen to the south of tjle Deau Sea, at the tmkrn, anullot the wClltern 
aide (If the Proluil\eu Land, in the country of the PhilUltinea ~fQT' 
they rem(lved to the cout of the ){tMlittrranetu!I aud drove (lut the 
Canaamtea. This they must have done llUb.t>quentJy to the time 
(If Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, alld during tbe time (If tIle bondage 
in iUiurUm." 
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led to the strange and indeed most improbab1e 

conclusion, that the two Gulfs of Suez and Akaba, 

which are at a distance from each other of more 

t han a hundred and fifty miles, were, during the 

cutire period of the existence of the Iaraelitish 

uatioll, not merely known by the same name, 

but were even perfectly undistinguishable the 

olle from the other :- 3, conclusion which nothing 

but tIle gratuitoll>; assumption that the Gulf of 

Suez l\'as the Red Sea passed by the Isr:wiites 

would for a moment h:lve allowed to be enter

tained.I 

Should the arguments and proof..; already ad

duced be not considered cveu more than sufficiellt 

to rebut that assumption, and to demollslrn.te that 

the Gulf of Ak.tba, and Hot the Gulf of Suez, is 

invm-iably refirrctl to in Scripture by the design:L

tion of Y<lm-Suph, or Red Sea '-and p..'l.rticultl.l·ly 

that it is the Ben. which was passed through by the 

hraelites on their Exotlus from Mit.zraim-the 

statement of Scripture with respect to the natural 

agent employed by the A1mighty to effect the 

miraculous passnge will incontestably establish the 

1 ~fi, Commtmlantu ad Hutoriam EtAWpiwm, L. 26, 2 ; ano.) 
O~""i' O· of Ieaiall xi. 15, probaloly the Gulf of Suez. 

I Dictionll4irl U'Aiwrm de GfOgNJphie, tome . er. Paris, 1823, in 
eaben's Bible, EI ...... le. PI\.. 115. lIb; Jhi,l.. I'. 22, flOie. 
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fact thus asserted; for the words of the text are 

totally inapplicable to the situation of the Gulf of 

Suez, and can, in fact, refer ouly to the Gulf of 

Aknba. I refer to the words of the il.lspil"ed hi&

torian with respect to the " strong east wiud ,. 

which blew Juring the passage of the Israelites, 

and made them pa..c;s 011 dry land.1 

Hflving then. as I concei,,~e, determined beyond 

the possibili ty of doubt the true position of the 

Red Sca of Scripture, I may be allowed to remark, 

that there cannot be a more striking exemplifica

tion of the consequences of permitting any human 

authority to supersede the exercise of OUf reason 

than the erroneous position whieh, down to the pre

seut time, has been attributed to that Rea. 

Dean Staule;-, in t.he preface to his " Sinai and 

Palestine" (I). xxi.), aftcr rcmarking th2t to some vcr

sons ,. the wefe attempt to define sacred history by 

lJaturallocalities and phenomena will seem deroglt

tory to their ideal or diviu'e character," very justly 

adds. that H if, for example, the aspect of the ground 

should, in any case, indicate that some of the grc..'l.t 

wonders in the history of the Chosen I>eople were 

wrought through means wlJich, in modern lau-

I Originea BibliClkl, pp. ISf-I&}. anll "Mount Sinlli a Volcano," 
pp. 29-31; Exod. xiv. 21. . 
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guage would be called natural,' we must remember 

that such a discovery is, in fact, an indirect 

proof of the general correctness of the truth of the 

narrative. " 

The wonder is, how an error of such moment, 

and one which was so ca.qy of rectificatioD, should 

during so many ages have mnintained its ground 

undetected, and, as far a.."! J have the meaus of 

judging, even without the slightest suspicion of it.q 

existclice. 

It is a satisf.~ction, however, that we at leaqt 

possess the means of detecting nnd explaining to 

some exteut the origin of this error, which is 

simply as follo\\s :-Indcpcndently of the general 

ignorance of the Jews ~uLSCqUClltly to the loss of 

their national independence, which led them to 

imagine that- the Egypt of Profaut! History was the 

country in which the bondage of thcir ru.tcestors 

had taken place, we have the most convincing 

proof from Herodotus that ill his time the exist

ence of the Gulf of Akaba was unknpwn to the 

Egyptians, and, it Im·tion, to the Jews then resi

dent in Egypt. According to his account, the sen 

to the east of the Arabian peninsula (the Pefdian 

Gulf of the preBent day), and also the Indian 

Ocean to the south of Arabia, were called by 
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the name of 'Epv8pa 1J~f7a,1 with which sea the 

Arabian Gulf is correctly atated by him to have 

communicated. 2 

'Ve are more especially led to the conclusion 

that this historian, in common with the Egyptians, 

from whom he derived his informatioll, was igno

rant of the existellce of the eastern branch of the 

Arabian Gulf, by the statement which he makes 

when describing one of the regions into wlJich 

he divides the world-namely, that this region 

•. commences in Persia, and is contiuued to the 

Red S(>.a f EpIJ9pa etiX4,qtT4, here the Persian Gulf. 

Besides Persia, it comprehends Assyria and Arabia, 

naturally terminating in the Ambian Gulf, into 

whieh Darius introduced a channel of [callal from] 

the Nile;" S thus uuequivocally establishing his 

ignorance of the existence of any clivif;ion between 

the mainland of Arabia and the peninsula of 

Pharan, or .Mount Tor! 
I Clio, dux; Melpom. LUvii., xXJ;ix.; and see note, from 

Lareher and Bryant on Lhe lut, in Beloe's translation. It is true 
that in Melpom. xli. HeroJotWl refers to the Arabian GIlIr by the 
lIIlme of 'Bp"'~ (Jd)..un.; but, at the same time, he clearly dil
tingulthea this from lUI gentf,!.} application or it. 

• Euurpe. xi. 
I lfelpom. xuix. In quoting Beloe', traneution or Berodot~ 

on &COOlin' ol itA being the vtr;ion which ia )lett known in thil 
cou..ntry, it is leueely neceMary to protat aga.iJlllt ilA many W"d.l. 
kllo1l"n inauuracie. IIZId drfecte. 

'In Dr. Beke's Diary, 11th NO"fember ,833.1 find the rollowing 
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Tl1is being, then, the state of kllowleJge ill 

Egypt respectiIlg the Arabian Gulf 450 years be· 

fore the Christian era, we can readily UlHlerstullu 

how the J ews, who subsequt.!lltly to that period 

re~ideJ in Egyvt, auu partiwlarly ill Alexu.ndria 

the extreme westel'll puin t. of that COUll try, should 

have entertuiued simila.r llotiows on tue subject; 

and as they Lad (we kuow flot Low long anteriur 

to the epueh of the Septuagint tran~latioll) also 

adopted tbe iuca that. the Mitzraim of St:ripturc 

was idt.! lltic:~l with the theu ftuuri ,,,hing kingdom of 

Egypt, Huder tile ~wlly uf tb~, mighty dynasty of 

the Ptuiemies,- iu the face, huwever, of the pro

phecies, which had ~aid dlat )Jitzraim tillOuld be 

.. the basest of the killgtlOlllS," 1 and that there 

should "\)1' no more a prince of the lawl of 

l\1itzraim,"~"-- it is read ily eunceintbll3 Low the 

Gulf of 'Suez, the sea iwmeuia teiy to the cast

ward of Egypt, should have been regarded as the 

Red Sea in which tlte llO.st of Pharaoh wa:; Over-

entry: "It is dear thllt Ih' roJolus ottl), kw,\\' the AraLillll Gulf a.I 11 
sinl:;ic struigl'l "ulr. lIUJ W.l~ 11111:1111" i"l1~ "f 110,· \,iturcal,"\ heau. Rell
nell, to wlwlIl I lmve referred this cI'elliug, ,11,]110t r~mark tl,i", but 
laYBuown tl, .. twu heml "uU" iu hi~ IUIlP, ~huwllLg (a~ he ullcgeil) II,,, 
notiolls of Herodutus 011 gcogrnl'hy. T!Lis error atonetl eXl'lainll tlll~ 
application of the ,liame of tlw t},t'I O~ 10 the Vulf Nf Suez: the 
Septuagint were, ill flW:t, iguor.lut of the l'xiMelice of the Gulf of 
Akah.I" 

I Ewk. xxix. 15. 
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"helmed. \Yhcn once this conclllsioll Lad been 

fVl"lllCJ, and the J ewi.sh residents in Egypt lmu 

theuce proccl'ueu to Jctcrminc (as they conceived 

satisfndorily,) the sites uf t he several 10ca.liticR 

cOllllcd eLl with t1wt mirncu lous occurrence" it 

wuuld hase been eXlll'cting too great a conccssion 

froUl that bigotry whieh uufu rtunately has gene

rally eharactcriscd the Ra bbius aud their disciples, 

that they should lmn! been illuuccd, .sim)JIy by a ll 

effort of rcn.:"oll , to l"l'consillcl' and to impugu the 

authority wh ich tlll:Y had thus rct·ognise,l; so t1mt 

t In.: kuowlcdge fl ut':-'l'tjueutly aC(l uireJ uf the exis

tell ce of the Gulf of Ak:l ],a would Lave availed 

them literally llotliillg. 

Yet, however the J ews lllay haye pers isted in 

t he e rror into wl Jieh they haJ in tia' fi rs t iU!-,tall ce 

uu i1J klltionally laUCH, it is quite iuconccivaLle 

lJOw th is e lTOIH;OU S autiwrity shoulu ll il.ve so uo

hesi~,tin gly been followed by CLristiall eommeu

tators a ud t ravellers, who possessed ample means 

for arriviIJg at a correct judgmell t, auJ who ough t 

not to Lave becn bound in the trammels which 

enslaved those from whom they had originally 

derived tllCir false impressions ou the subject. 

In thus estaLlisLiug the fact that the Gulf of 

Ab.ba, and not the Gulf of Suez, is . the Yam-
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S1tph, or RI'u Sea of Scripture, we at the l'.alll(' 

time oLtain the strollgeRt confirmation of tbe iu

flJrcuce drawn frolO the phYi-iielll condition of 

Lower Egypt in fonner times, that tha.t country 

is lIot the Mitzmim 'J[ ScriptuH', 

Haviug, therefore, demonstrated thut the Mitz

mim of the DilJle was not the EnYj't of Profane His-o. 

tory, Lut tba t it was situated sOlllcwllt're wit.hill 

the hasiu uf the Wady d '..\rbh, in the direction of 

the land of the P Liii"ti lle,:;, which" wus nen.r ;'" 

awl thn.t the BiJ.lieal 31illi,1ll \\"a;\ [,'llt or the" East 

Coulltry,"~ I.r., tn till) C~ ..... t o{" the Gulf of AkaLa; 

aud further, tllat tLe 1:-(·(1 ::;ea uf :-;criptul"e, through 

which the l"rnelitc.'l pas,.:cd on their flight from 

MitZl'aim, Was nut tlJe Unlf uf ::;W'z, lUll the Gulf of 

AknLa; I slwIl uo\\" pruetl·a widl the llarrati\·c of 

my journey. fur th\ ~ llii:ico\'cry aHd identification of 

the true .Mount ::;ill:li, aud of the variuus stations 

cOllllcctcd with the Exodus of the Israelites from 

Mitzmim. 

Januar!l 27, cOlltilwed.-Thc sea is as smooth 

as glass. We have lJoL met with a ::Iiugle sail iu 

I El.oU. xiii. 17-
I Which ruy di~~ovt:rics at Mi,lian (Ull the :qth Jalluary 187" ) 

of the" Mosque of MOij\ls" autl " lla;;hara Sho'd1,," orJethro'~ Cuv ... 
now coufirm. S"" StlUll tly'~" Sinui lIlid I'alestim'," I'p. 33-.35 (t:dit. 
186.$); Ihid., pp. 191, 194, jXut. 



3jo DISCOVERY OF MOUNT SINAI. 

whelmed. 'VhCll on0e this conclusion Lad been 

formed, and the J ewish residents in Egypt had 

thence proceeded to uctermiuc (118 they conceived 

sati::.factorily,) t he sites of the several locaJitics 

connected with that miraculous oecurreuce, i it 

would have been expecting too great n eon~ssiou 

from that bigotry which uufortunatcly hus genc

rally characterised the RubLius aud their disciples, 

that they should havc Leen induced, simV1y by an 

effort of rCtH,On, to reconsider <.Iud to impugn the 

authority which they had thus recognised; so that 

the knowledge subsequentlyac(Juircd of the exis

tence of the Gulf of AkalJ;~ wouM have availed 

them litera.lly llothillg. 

Yet, however the J ews may have persisted ill 

the error into which they had ill ill(' first instance 

ulliu teutioually fallcu, it is quite illCollccivaLle 

how this errOlICDU!; uuthority should have so UD

hesitutingly bcell followed by Christian commell

tators and travellers, who possesf:lcd ample means 

for arriving a.t a correct judgment, and who ought 

not to ha.ve been bound in the tmmmels which 

euslaved those from whom they had origiually 

derived their false impressions on the 8ubjoot. 

In thus establishing the fact that the Gulf of 

Akaba, and not the Gulf of Suez, is . the Yam-
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Suph, or Red Scu. of Scripture, we at the same 

time obtain the strongest confirmation of tbe in

ference drawn from the phyf>icul condition (If 

Lower Egypt in former times, that tllut country 

is not the Mitzraim of Scripture. 

Haviug, therefore, demonst.ratcd that the Mitz

raim of the Bible was not the Egypt of Profane His

tory, but that it was situated somewhere withill 

the basin uf t.he \Vady cl 'Arhh, ill the direction of 

the laud of the PlliJisLiues, \\'hidl «was Ilrnr ;"l 

aud that the Bil,}ie-ai 31iJi"1l wa .. q p,trt of the" East 

Couutry," 2 i·.e., to tile cast of the Gulf of AkaLa; 

and further, that tile Rell Sea uf t)cripture, through 

which the Israelites. p(l!';;;ed on their flight from 

:hlitzraim, \'V,IS not t]JC Gulf of Suez, imt the Gulf of 

Akal.m. ; I slwIl uo\\' proceed with the narrative of 

my journey' for the l.1iscovery u.nd identification of 

the true l\fouut Sinai, u.nu of the various stations 

connected with iLe Exodus of the l:mlClites from 

Mitzmim. 

Jallum'!I 27, contillued.~TLe sea is as smooth 

as gla.ss. We have not met with a. single sail in 

1 Exod. xiii. 17. 
'Which my J~overi(;8 at MiJilUJ (on the 24th January 1874) 

of the ")lOHqueof Moee3" find" Mllgharn Sho'dll," or JetiJro'9 Cavt', 
now confirm. Btl!; Bt&uley'9 "Sinai and PlLle~tilJc," PIt. 33-3 S (edit. 
I~) i I bid., pp. 191, 194,posl. 


