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the Gulf, DOt e en a ro -bo6i or a canoe I About 

o ~ clock this ~ the..man on W&tch saw a 

green ('I) and ~d light, which he took for a light

house-llot very likely to be met with reo It 

must have been a fire lighted by SOJIle Beduins. 

The mountains seem to fall as we If!> north, but 
stilI they are high in the backgmund. Akaba is 

in sight, tbank God! and the Captain is • g to 

hoist his colours. It is just eleven o·clock. Mible 

made a drawing of the approach to Akaba and 

head of the Gulf, from which it will be seen that 

the earth and sky seem to me~t, 80 little is rase. 
ot a. mound in front. It is a basin, where 

es slope down to a mere line in the horizon. 

As e proach nearer Akaba, the granite continues 

on both sides of the Gulf, but on the left thtn-e is 

hat appears to be limestone. -on til, ,tght 
.lIDIerous dat.trees along the be$Qh. also 

d the head of ulf. The ~--





ARRIVAL AT AKAnA. J .. " 
The Caravan Hatlj rotLu goes up a wady LeLiud 

the castle. The mountains on the 'vest side of the 

'Vady Arabah arc visible a long way to the uorth j 

in fact, as far a.~ the eye call sec. Abu Nabut now 

tell<; me that he docs not know of any cave here, 

and you kuow he so pnsitively assured me he had 

seen it. 

At 12.30 we appro'Lehed the sbore, :.md gave :l 

whistle, aud at 12.40 we anchored oppo:,ite tLe 

castle, at a distance of oC:'\I"l)' hal f ;t w ile. The 

Captain dressed himself as well uH he could without 

llis uniform: ill cleun shirt aUll hlue co,tL with naval 

buttolls (crcsccut awl auc!Jor), ull(l went OTl l-.borl\ As 

he stcppeu from his hoatall the people crowded round 

h im: the soldiers camc runuing tlOWlJ from the castle, 

and (03 he told mc un his returu) they received 

him with lllilit;L1Y saInte. I feel very ill alJd vcry 

shaky. I am dreadfully nervous, und ;,searcdy know 

what to do with myself. At half-pa.st two o'clock 

the Captain returued Lriugiug with him the Egyp

tian Muhafiz or Commander, u. LieutclHl.llt ill the 

army, with forty soldiers under him. ·We saluted 

one another, and I ordered coffee for him; but he 

is fasting to-day, on account of the festival to-mor

row, when they kill the ram on Mount Aru.fat at 

Mecca, and he therefore could not take any. He 
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But, without 'going into OUf tent, I went straight 

to the fortress with the Commandant, who was on 

the beach waiting to welcome us. Inside the 

entrance the soldiers of the garrison were drawn 

up to receive us, and saluted me as I entered. 

They had not their guns. 

The place consists of a large square courtyard, 

just like our barrack squares, with the dwellings of 

the soldiers all round. On one side are magazines 

for the provisions, both for the' soldicr!> and also for 

the pilgrims of the Hadj. T}u:rc are lool'llOles all 

round the lJUilcling for musketry, and at each 

corner is a cannon of seven or eight pounds. In 

the courtyard stands a. fieldpiece of four or ih'c 

pounds, Altogether, it would make a sure defence 

aga.inst any number of Beduins. The castle has 

lately been done up, and looks really quite respect

able, A kind of divan was formed for us on one 

side of the courtyard, a mat and cushions being 

placed on a sort of mised bank. Coffee was then 

brought to us, of which I had to drink three CUp!'l. 

The Commandant now excU3ed himself because he 

had to go and superintend the distribution of the 

rations of meat for the feast, which commences this 

evening; and whilst we were sitting there a can

n~n was fired off to signalise ita commencement. 
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The garl'i!<oll cOllsist.lJ formerly of the Towal'n. 

Arabs, hut eight months "go tbC'se were replaced 

by Egyptian regular sol(l icrs. Bcsidl·g the Com

mandant there arc two other officers. onc of whom 

is the scribe (adjuta.nt or qua.rtcrm:Lster), who c.. ..... me 

to arrange with the Cn.ptaill as to the bill of health , 

·which, on lea.ving the ship lmd la.nding here, has 

to be cnteTr-rl, t1l(> ':ommandant affixing his seal 

After sit ting and ta1killg some time, we came on 

to our tents, accompanied by two offiecn;, to whom 

we gave coffee. I was then left in peace to write 

up my jourm~1. 

I am in great anxict.y as to what I am to do. I 

wanted to give you some cert«in news by the 

• Erin' on 11('r return; hut this unfortuuntc ah

senee of the Sheikh of the AnI us, and this hol iday, 

interferes with me, :\wl I fcar the C<1ptaiu will bl' 

obliged to leave. But he must be dismissed Ly 

me, and I ha.ve told him J cannot do this until 

the arrival of the Sheikh. so thttt I may be able to 

report. He tells me-though I scarcely can be

lieve him-tha.t his first orders weTC to bring m~ 

to Akaba and wa£t for me. This is contrary to 

all I hea.rd at Suez, and even to what M~Killop 

Bey wrote to me. I have M~Killop's letter now 

before me, in which he expressly says she was not 
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to return to Suez, but to coal at Tor, and proceed 

to Mnssowab. I have spoken to Milnc about it, 

and he tells me it was Seid Bey who thought so 

at first; but of course he krJew nothing of the 

arrangemen t. 

A sentry if>! placed at t he door of our tent, and 

thrce others arc picketed here, their arms being 

pile!l near the other ten!:..'!. The M.uhafiz is deter

mined to dn us all hOlJuur. At awut six o'clock T 

saw the guard chauged in tIne form, the corpora] 

i':il~'l.nding hy while the one scntry gave the cOllsigne 

to the other: we welt' theu ju!>t Ritting down to 

dinner, Mihle IltH'iug come iu with sketehrs of an 
sorts. 'Wllils t we w('fe eaLing, the ;\luhafiz cnme 

from Oil board ship. As he lookl'tl in at our tent 

door, J could not IJllt ~ay, "'U'uddel" (favorisca), 

on which he clltercu aut] ~l~t down. or course I 

Raid" Bismillah," Imt he &''l.id it was yet an hour 

hefore he could cat. H:-mlly had thifi conversation 

traru.pired whell Aim Nahut came in and most 

unceremoniously told him to (l illOi1'ch, he had 110 

business to intrude; on which the poor mall 

bundled off without 80 much as saying "Good

bye." It was hardly dccent; but still we could 

not help laughing. In the evening a few drops 

of ruin fell. There mu~t havc becn a good deal of 
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ram III the upper country. After dinner I felt 

myself so tired and eXhallf;.ted that I was glad to 

go to bed enrl y . 

Janua1'y 28, The Feast of Bail'am.-At sunrise 

three gUllS were fired from the fortress. I find 

that Abu Nabut 1][1.8 sent ltWay our guard in ord('r 

that they may keep the feast, I fancy he docs 

not carp. to have to support them, \\ hich would 

LanUy fa.il to be the case were they to remain hel'e. 

The' Erin' is decked out with all the colours of 

the rainbow: the British flag being now a.t the 

foremast head. I have bad a famous good wash, 

and put Oll aU clean clothes, of which I was in 

need, after all the dirt we hacl experienced on 

board. I did not sleep vcry \\'ell, hut I fl.!d myself 

very much better tLis llloruilJg. 'flu..: wind is HOW 

from the south. 

At 8 A.M. we henrd Jots of fil'iug of musketry, 

hut we did not trouble ourselves to go and sec wlJ:lt 

was doing. There is a village here composed of 

miserable mud huts, and the whole population may 

be some two hundred souls, illcluding the garrison. 

Each soMier has his .. wife." The date plantations 

are enclosed within mud walls. I have invited our 

Captain to dine with us to--day, and have been 

writing letters for him to take Lack to Suez, ex-
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pressn'e of my satisfaction. Th~ wind continues 

to blow strongly from the south, and it is raining 

bard and thundcring! By 3.30 P.M. the storm 

had become terrific, 80 that C,lptain Sciassar could 

llot leave if he would. After luncheon he came to 

ask me for some medicine for the pcollie in the vil

lage, so I hatl to opcn my medicine-chest. You 

Haughty girl ! ·what a variety you have given me. 

I won't take allY of th~m, hut slmH hring them all 

home to you. Thank Uod, 1 have as yet no occa

sion fur them. 

In the course of the aftcrnooll the Commandant 

paiJ rue a visit, accompanit'u by his Lieutenant. 

'Vo ta.lked of tllings in gencml , <lull, ill the course 

of conversatioll, I len.rlled that his pay is equal to 

£4 per month, of which fifty f>llillings :n-e ill ration!'!, 

and thirty {nlly in mon('y! lIt: has three rations, 

and can sell two if lie docs not use them. Glorious 

pay this for a Commandant! The garrison here 

were llashi Buzuks-irrcgulru- native troops-till 

the present, regular, force calne eight months 

ago. 

January 29, ThU1·sday. - Fine still weather. 

The Sheikh ~as not yet come, and there are no 

signs of him; but they say he will surely be here 

to-day. However I aw. impatient, and have sent 
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Abu Nabut to the Haz Ba.shi (centurion) to say 

that, if I cannot move about from here, I shall go 

back in the ship to Cairo, and report it to the 

Khedive: that I did not come here to remain 

• seated' day after day. This had the desired 

effect, and soon brought the Centurion (such is 

the Commandant's rank in the army) to me. 

At first he said he had uo power to protect me, 

except close to the fortress. But on my explain

ing I only wanted to go to 'Vady lthem fi rst, he 

said he would himself accompany me 80 far. HI:.! 
therefore went off to prepare the escort. Abu 

Nabut thought I was going myself, and got ready 

the camels alld also commenced preparing the 

takhterawdn; but I stopped this. telling him l\f r. 

Milne would go alone. 

I want him to bee the three low hills Dean 

Stanley speaks of, and to tell me what hC' thinks of 

them-whether volcanic or not. As Le comes back 

he will look at the head of the Gulf, nnd at the 

mountains on the other side of the Arabab. where 

he ought to find caves. I am told there are caves 

six hours up the Wady Arabah, but they are too 

far off for mypnrpose. There is also.& cave 'Up the 

mountain opposite. This showe that there are 
plenty of .. caves" about here. And so it must be, 
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inasmuch as this is the country of the Horites, or 

"Dwellers in Caves "-Troglodites. Close to the 

shore here, within a few feet ouly, fresh water may 

he obtained by making a hole in the saud with the 

hands, a few inches deep. This shows that we are 

at the mouth of a large wady, with plenty of water 

aoove. NorLh-nortb-east of us I have had pointed , 
out to me, at a distance of half a day's journey or 

so, Mount Bagbir, wherc I was at first told was some 

memorial of Moses. But it turns out to be, upon 

further inquiry, a lVely's tomb, which is visited by 

the Beduins. 

I have written to Mr. Bates a few lincs, which I 

enclosc. If you please, you can rcfer him to what 

is said any\vhcre in the ncwspapers about my 

Journey. It would be well for Sir Bartle Frere to 

be able to make some communication respecting 

my proceedings, as the meetings of the Royal Geo

graphical Society are now being held. 'Vhen Cap

tain Sciassar was diniug with us last night, he told 

me that he had mixed the charcoal which he got 

from Ainunah with his coul, and so made up some 

eight tons of it; but it is very weak fuel. 

'Vhen we were at Midiau (Madia,l1) it appears 

that a hole was found in the' Erin's' bottom; but 

it was stopped by the pilot's diving. I noticed his 



382 DiSCOVERY OF lIfOUNT SINAI. 

plunging into the water, but thought he wus Duly 
.. . 

enJoymg a SWlm. 

9 A.M.-Milne is off with the Haz (Turkish for 

100) Bashi, and Hashim (us interpreter), mounted 

on camels. They take their lunch with them, and 

will, doubtless, be away aU the day. Before night 

I may probably know something definite. If Milne 

tindR that Dean Stanley's" three low peaks" are vol

canic, the point may Le looked upon as settled. If 

not, it will not follow that I am wrong; ouly we 

shill have to go further afield. Still I confess I 

shall be disappointed. All I can bay is, that I am 

in God's banus. I am now getting everything 

ready for tbe departure of the' Erin: which will 

take place either to night or to-morrow morning. 

I have just seen the Captain and arranged with 

him. Abu Nabut has just been to l!le for more 

money, so I havegivcu h1m five pounds. I am now 

awalting Milne's return and report; but I am not 

nearly so nervously anxious as I Lave been. At 

all events, I am resigned to my fate, whatever ill 

God's providence it may be, and I am sanguine and 

confident as to the result. I can now do little or 

nothing of myself. I am in His hands, to do with 

me as,it seems good to Him. 

3 p.M.-I h.V had • nice nap for a coupl. of 



THE SHEIKH OF AKABA. 383 

hours. As to the Sheikh, there is still DO sign of 

Lim, and I fear I shall have to wait. It is well 

that I have acted without him. Ca.ptain Sciassar 

hns come on shore with his sextant to regulate his, 

and my time by the sun. He makes my watch 

fifty minutes fast. I know that I have been 

gn.iniJJg, but hardly think it can be 80 much. 

However, this cannot much signify, as we have 

no astronomical observation to make. In othcr 

rcspects I am weJl satisfied with Il?-Y watch: 

it only wants rcgulating. III Egypt 1 could do 

llothing with it, us cvery timclJiccc therc seemed 

to keep diffcrcnt time. 'Vhcn you rcceive my 

telegram from Suez of my sufe return, you must 

telegraph Lack to mc at Ollce. I t is blowing so 

hard again that I cunnot write. I am just told 

that the Sheikh is coming. 

3.45 p.M.-At half· past four o'clock the Sheikh of 

the Aluwln came in with Milne, whom he had fallen 

in with on the mountains, and wanted to know wbat 

right he had to be there without his leave. He was 

dressed in all the colours of the rainbow, with it. long 

curved silver-handled sword by his side; and Milne 

says he is stuck nll over WIth pistols ; but I do not 

see them on aCCOWlt of their being covered by his 

abba (Arab cloak). He was IICCCflpanied by two 
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other Sheikhs of lower rank. I had gOlle to the 

door of tile tellL to look out, and so came upon 

him there, which I was sorry for. Ho said II Good 

morning" in English, which is the extent of his 

knowledge of thc language. 

Having entered the tent and sat down, the usual 

compliments took place. Abu Nabut explained, at 

my roquest, that I had come to see the country; 

that I had been to Ayoun el Kassab, the Madiin, 

&c. I then ga\'c him the Khedive's firman and .Mr. 

Rogers's letter. The former he opened, and the 

Muhafiz, who had. come Lack with Milne, and. was 

sitting by the Sheikh, read the contents, or at least 

gave him some idea of them. He listened, but 

made no remark, and soon afterwards asked for 

chukka (tobacco). Abu Nabut interpreted this to 

me, but, with my slight knowledge of Ambic, I had. 

already understood, and I asked him if this was 

decent and respectful conduct in my tent 1 Abu 

Nabut said they were Beduins, and such was their 

custom j and I replied that it was a bad custow, 

and ought not to be encouraged. However, I gave 

him a packet of tobacco, one of several I brought 

from Cairo. He then began talking, and coffee 

was brought, of which he drank one cupful, 
and immediately held out his cup for a second. 
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These manners do not Buit me, so I thouglit it 

time to mount the high.borse, and I thetefore said 

he had read the Khedive's firman, and I wished 

to know what answer he had to give to it. If he 

was ready to obey it, good: I wished to start 

to-morrow morning, alld I should write to Nubar 

Pasha to that effect. If Ilot, I would return to 

Suez on board the (Erin.' He replied that he 

would study the contents of the firman and let 

me know. But I said this would not do-I must 

have his answer directly. 

I then asked Captain Scia.<;sar to thank the HaL 

Bushi for his politeness in accompanying Mr. Milne, 

:tud wished to know his name in order that I 

might have the pleasure of mentioning him to the 

Khedive. It is Mohammed Ma.Lmo.d, MuLafiz of 

Abba. Tbis I duly noted down. While I was 

thus engaged the Sheikh wanted to speak to me, 

but I told Abu Nahut he must wait, as I was eu· 

gaged. " Then I had done with the Muhafiz, he 

took his leavo with Captain Sciassar, and then I 

sat down and told Abu N abut I was ready to attend 

to the Sheikh. The latter now stood up, and, with 

the strongest protestations and usseverations, ex

pressed his rea.diness to tnke me everywhere I 

pleased to go. to supply me with camels and horses 
2 • 
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if I wanted them, and to place himself and rut about 

him at my disposal. I said I was satisfied, and it 

was settled that we are to st.1.rt to-morrow morning 

early; and so he left. 

Now as regards Milne's explorations of the day. 

He tells me he went some two miles up Wady 

Ithem, and saw no "three low peaks "-nothing 

but high granite mountains. He ascended the 

winding vaHey to it height of 900 feet, and then 

went up the side of a mountain some 600 feet 

more, but could see nothing before him but lofty 

granite mountains I cannot understand how 

Dean Stanley could have been 80 mistaken. I am 

therefore so far disappointed: er;pecially as I shull 

have to travel some six hours before 1 get to the 

plain described by Burckhardt-whose veracity 

and accurate descriptious are unqbcstionable

as being covered WIth "flints," and which I be

lieve to be the Ha1'Ta Radjld Thus nothing has 

occurred to affect my views generally. I can only 

say I should have been misled by Dean Stanley's 

description. 

It is blowing very hard, and the Captain is 
obliged to get up his steam in order to prevent 
the ship runoing on shore. We may congratulate 

ourselves 011 being out of it. 
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CHAPTER VJII. 

JOURNEY I:s'LA:s'D-EXPLORATIONS HI ARAnu. PETIUi;A_DISCOVERY 

OJ' THE TRUE" 1I0UNT b1NAI "-JEBEL BAOllln, OR lIOUNTAIN 

OJ' LlGBT-R1>:TURN TO EGYPT TH RQUlo H MITZRA!III. 

JanuarlJ 30, 1874.-Yesterday evening I made 

up my lettcl"ii and gave them to the Ca.ptain of the 

• Erin' at balf-past five o'clock, but the wea.ther 

was 80 bad that the boat could not come off from 

the ship to take him on bourd. Milne made up n. 

box of stones (geological specimens) we have col

lected for the Captain to take to Suez and leave in 

charge of Lbe P. and O. Company's agent there. 

At 8 PM. Abu Na~ut came to me for more money, 

saying the Arabs were H eating him up ; " 80 I gave 

him five pounds more. Then I went out to look at 

the weather. It was rather calmer, but sti1l not 

sufficiently so for the Captain to go on board. I 

found the sentry a.gain at my tent door, with four 

others picketed; the Sheikh's spear ooing also stuck 

in the ground between the two tA>:uts; so that if we 

are now .n<lt protected enough it is a pity. 
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The C.1.pt.1in took ten with us, and told me the 

story of the liLtle ' Erin.' She was built in 1856 

for Bazaine's Company at Constantinople. and cnme 

over to Alexandria, where she WM laid up for 

scvernJ. years; till one day MCKillop Bey was in

duced to buy Ler to use as a tug. She WltS, how

ever, not found strong enough for the work, so a 

ronk was put in her, and sLe was employed to 

carry water to the ships; Lut as she consumed at 

least one ton of coals for every tOil of water, thi ':l 

did not pay. On onc occ::t8ion SCJa"lsar, who "as 

in commanu of her, took water to a Turkish frigate, 

which only ",nnted two tons at two shillings = 48. 

It CORt £5 to carry this on board-namely, oue 

ton and a half of coals at 60s., with oil, &c., for 

the engine, to say nothing of the ship's own 

expenses! So this was given up; aml" Munzingcr 

Bey wanting a Btcamer at ltIassowaL, it was settled 

that she should go to him, when 1 came in the 

way. But she is unfit for Munzinger. and unfit 

to have brought me here, as her bottom is per

fectly rotten and not thicker than a. sheet of 

paper. When painting her, the brush actually 

went through the iron, 80 completely is it rusted. 

It is quite & miracle that we reached Akaba. in safety. 

Of course the Kh6d.ive knew nothing of this, Or 
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he would Dot have given her to me; but the 

authorities ought to have known. 

It will be lligh·water here to-dayat about 4.30 

A.M., so Capt.a.in Seiassar reminds me that I shaH 

want to note this for my calculations this day week. 

I was up this morDing at llalf~past five, and ordered 

Abu Nabut to begin pa.ckillg. He demurred, and 

talked about this beillg the first day, and that 

we could not do much, and he had to make pur~ 

chases, &e. \Vhercupoll I told him that if he de

layed it should be Oll his own account. 

There was now a regula.r row between Abu. 

Nabut and the Sheikh of the Aluwln, into which 

the former wished to brulg rue. He pretended that 

I was to pay for the Sheikh's escort, aud also for the 

camels which he insists on forcing Oll hiro. Those 

that Abu NttLut has engaged Lelong to the Towara 

tribe, and have therefore no right to go on the 

ground of the Aluw)n. I think .Master Abu Nabut 

lIas made a mull of it; Lut that is no affair of 

mme. I blew up Abu Nabut furiously, and told 

him I would report him when I got back to Cairo. 

'1'he contract is that he is to pay everything, and 
I hold him W his contract. The Captain was 

fortunately still here, and he spoke seriously to 

him, telling him how unreasonaLle 1lis couduct was, 
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and that if I was content to give him money to 

pay the Beduins with, he should receive it under 

protest, if he pleased, and then refer the matter to 

the Consul in the usual way. And so it was settled 

that I should give him ten pounds more, which he 

honded over to the Sheikh-half for an escort at 

twelve dollars a head, as agreed with the Khedive, 

and the other half for the camels, which he docs 

not furnish, and so all was arranged peaceably. 

Other money matters had, however, to be agreed 

upon by Abu Nabut, causing no end of quarrelling 

and noise. Among other thingR. the Muhafiz de

sired to be paid for the guard he had placed over 

us. If we had gone into the fort as he offered, there 

would have beeu nothing to pay, so he said; but 

as we chose to encamp outside, it was his duty to 

place a guard over us, and these Must be paid. 

Abu Nabut offered ten fl'ancs, with which they 

were not satisfied; but at length it was taken, the 

Captn.in of the I Erin' saying that when we came 

back to Egypt it should be seen into. 

At length the camels were loaded, a.nd we were 

off at 8.15 A.M. Captain Sciassar remained to see 

us start. H. was exceedingly kind, and h .. been 

very .... ful. I hope the letters I have written 
about him will be.of service to him, for he is a very 
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good fellow. I must mention that before we started 

the Sheikh gave the Muhafiz a rtXeipt under his 

seal for the bodies of me and" my son," whom he 

binds himself to restore to the Muhafiz safe and 

sound, barring any visitation of God. I mounted to 

my takhterawdn by means of a ladder, which Abu 

Nabut had made and brought on for the purpose; 

and really I find my travelling carriage not at all un

comfortable. There is absolutely no fatigue, and tho 

shaking is insignificant at the slow rate of travel

ling of the camels: no doubt I should be a good 

deal shaken if they went fast. I shall not trouble 

you here with the details of the journey, which are 

duly consigned to myroute-uook. All I need say is, 

that we went along at the head of the Gulf of Akaba, 

and up WaJy Ithem, in a north-ea.sterly direction 

generally. Qur escort consiated of the great Sheikh 

of the Aluwln and two other Arabs mounted on 

horses, and there was a Beduin Oll a camel who 

carried the great man's spear: we form quite an 

imposing ca.rnvan altogether; and there was the 

little daughter of one of the tribe, who ran along, 

followed by three young goats almost as big as 

herself. I busied myself in making notos, and 

Milne on the back of hi. camel amllJ!ed himself 

reading 1tbeaulay's " Biogrnphi~ &seays." 00 our 
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road we met some Arabs, who went up to the 

Sheikh and shook hands with him, and then 

kissed their own llands. He, like our own great 

people, held out his hand to be shaken or kissed. 

At about 2 P.M. we passed Jebel &ghir, which we 

haJ seeD from Akaba. This is a most important sub

ject, as I shall have to tell you by and by. Soon after

ward~ Lhe Sheikh stopped at a place where he wished 

us to encamp; but I, who have made up my milHl 

that he shall obey me, and not I him, said I pre

ferred going on, to which lie assented. But I had 

for some time past during the journey been thinking 

that my going farther nortlt-ea~tward along 'Vady 

Itbcm would be to no purpose, tlS it would only 

lead me out of my road. If" Mount Sinai" was a 

" volcano" seen by the Israelites Oll their way from 

SuccotL [KeIlMt-cl-NakhlJ, it would L. to the .... t. 

or somewhat to the southward of cast; and, therefore, 

every step I was taking to the north must of necessity 

be out of the way. I therefore seriously thought of 

not going further, but of retracing my steps and 

proceeding up Wady Amren •• branch wady of 

W ndy el Ithem, running to the east o~ 8Ouiliw&I(1 

of east. Therefore, after I hlld gone a ~ort dis· 
tance further than where Sheikh Mohammed had 

thousht of ,topping, 1 decided on halting at a Bpot 
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l>ehiud n. mountain screened from the wiud, which 

his was not. ll.8 he and every onc else admitted. 

So far all was right. 

On the road the Sheikh and I had kept apnrt, 

each standing on his dignity; but shortly beforo 

we stopped he passed me and saluted me, and I 

returned his salute. and since then we have been 

bosom friends I AnJ one of the rcsults of our alli

ttnce is, that he has Leen telling me the story of 

Jebel Bagbir, which, he suys, is n. lJOly mountain; 

on the summit of which is the tomb of a welyor 

Haint, and at the foot of it is a mosque; and every 

time the Hadj returns from Mecca to Cairo, sounds 

are heard in the mountain like the firiLJg of a can~ 

nOll, 'l'hi~, he solemnly assures me, he has himself 

heard with his own cars, and, he says, he is pre

pared to ocing me teD, or even twenty persons, who 

bave likewise heard it. Our ser'lant, Hashim, tells 

me he Leard the same story from several persQlls 

at Abba I 
I am writing DOW at 8.30 P.M" and Milne and I 

have just heard thunder, or samething which. he says, 

must surely come from Jebel B~ghir I Well, this 
mountain turns out. in fact, to be the" Je'bel-e'-.. ' 

NOr,'~ which. you will'recollect. I heard of at Cairo; 

.nd'ibeloog and the short of it is, that termonow 
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Milne is going up it, accompanied by Hashim and 

a couple of Beduius. It is very stoop and very 

high; and from ita summit are seen the pseudo

Mount Sinai, that is to say, .. Mount Tor," on the one 

hand, and" MOUllt Hor," llear Petra, on the other ; 

and if any volcanoes arc to be seen, they will be 

visible o.1so from this mountain. Milne and Hashim 

are to ha'\"'c horses to the foot of the steepest part, 

which latter they must ascend on foot. Abu Nnbut 

tells Mr. Milne he must take with him it. telegraph

or, correcting himself, a photograph-meaning n 

telescope I The fellow made me laugh till I WtlS 

almost ill, and I cannot refrain from laughing whilst 

I am writing ahout it. 

lt has now begun to rain heavily, and a Beduin 

is at work making a trench round our tcut. Milne 

remarked tuat the only use he has found for the 

umbrella he bought to protect 111m fWID the burn

t"ng sun is to keep off the 'rat"n. It is thundering 

heavily, accompanied by lightning. l This is the 

sound from Jebel-c'-Nur, which, even if I should 

be disappointed in finding a volcano, will prove a. 

rival" Mount Sinai" Abu N.bat tells the people 
that I am sent here by the Khedive, the Queen of 
England, the Emperor o{"Russia, and ',11 the other 

1 Exod. xix. 9-J6. 
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great people, to find out the' true Mount Sinai,' 

and that then all the KhawaJas will visit it, instead 

of the traditional Mount Sinai within the Peninsula 

of Tor, or PharRD, as I prefer to call it. There is 

Bothing like it, except the storm tllat is DOW raging 

in these mountains! 

January 3I.-It was really n. terrific storm last 

uight, the rain coming dowu in torrents, and the 

lightning and thunder were frightful , some of the 

cla.ps being right over our heads. This storm is 

almost like a judgment upon me, who feel like 
Balaam, the son of Beor.l 1£ this is really the true 

Mount Sinai, it is as little no • volcano' as the tradi

tional one is, or else geology is 0.11 at fault. The 

same arguments that Sir George Airy uses to 

prove that the trnditional mountain was volcanic. 

will, however, apply to this mountain also, for the 

geological formation of both appears to be the same. 

On this point I hope to be satisfied during the day; 
for this morning my companion MI". Milne is off up 

the mountain, accompanied by Hashim and a. Be~ 

duin on horseback, with others on foot. Before he 

started, and as soon as we had breakfasted, we got 

out the ROY,a! Geographicnl Society's azimuth com

pass, aneroid. a.nd tbermometer, and a.fter having 

I NUDlb.xxiii, II. 
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compared theaucroid with thc one Milne Las, he took 

with him mine, and left me his own to compare 

during the day; and at 8,15 A .M. off he started. 

The sky is still overcast. and, unless it improves, 

I feur he will not do much good; but it is better 

he should get llear the summit, and thcre await his 

opportunity. I envy him his trip more than I can 

tell you; but I feel my utter incompetency to un· 

dertakc the ascent, and therefore I am resigned. 

Sheikh Mohammed tells me that he has heaul 

from his father, who was ninety years old, and who 

heard it from his fathcl, that in former timCH sig

na.ls were made from the three mouutaius, Jebel 

Tor, Jebel-e'-Nur, and Jebel Hartln (Mount Hor, 

near Petra), by fixes lighted during the night, The 

view from the summit of Jebel-e'-Nur (Mount Bag
hir) is most extensive, and Milne, with hi.s azimuth 

compass, will tak~ the bearings of nll places visible 

from it. He will, in particular, be able to see 

whether ,there are allY volcanoes within sight: if 

not, I shn.ll most certainly not go to look for any. 

88 in that caBe they would be too far off for 

the positi<>n I attribute to Mount Sinai. I have 

e1wugk in this Jebel-e'-Niir. I spell the name 

with our Englilih ' J' inste.d 'of the ~ 'Dj :' 

and I shall write e' Nilr. inste.ad~ of 6'1 NiW', 
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which is the usual, but, I think, needless way 

of representing el J..Vur,-the. proper Arabic spell

ing being Jebel-el-Nur. You know the Koh-i

nur is Bpelt with <f i," the mea.ning of the Da.me 

being U Mountain of Light" in Persian, as Jebel-e'

Nur is in Arabic. Do you not think, dearest Milly, 
that I have been highly fn.voured 1-for, should I not 

succeed in finding a. volcano, I shall. at all events, 

lln,ve found a "Mount Sinai" precisely where I 

have said for so mallY years that it ought to be 

found. I expect that the summit of this « ~:loun

taill of Light," will have been visiLIe to the Israelites 

on their march all the way from Kellaat-el-Nakhl, 

where I place Suecoth, and through which place I 

shall have to go 011 lPY return to Suez.1 

The reason why Abu Nauut has joined. the 

Emperor of· Russia with the Queen of England as 

being interested in my researches is, that when 

at Akaba I was telling him of the marriage of the 

Duke of Edinburgh with the Grand-Duchess Maria, 

aud of the alliance between these two great nations. 

He is a man of vivid imagination, like our old 

dragoman, Mikhail Hene. hence his mistake. But 

after all, you.see he was right about Jebel-e' -Nut at 
. " . 

I On ht. ~ Ir«n Abba to Suet, Dr. Belte mentions the ~ 
riv. view-ot.~ of Mount BAshir and the head of the Gulf 
or ~ .~. el8a£1h,· See pa,qe 4~~. 
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Cairo, only when pressed for explanations he could 

not give them. I am now writing in my tent 

ruone, very happy, but very ('old; however the suu 

is brightening, and I trust it will turn out fine 

after all. The scene from my tent door is-very 

grand and imposing, but still solemn and peaceful 

withal. The little Arab gfrl who came with us is 

sitting up on t.llf' side of the mountain in front of 

my tent door, looking after her goats, which are 

browsing near her. 

During the past night Abu Nabut hatl his teut 

full of Arabs, who all came swarming in out of the 

rain. It ran through our tent, and the trench out

side had to be decpencd round it. You know all 

about this from your experience in Syria a.nd 

Abyssinia, and will understand the discomfort and 

the difficulty we have in keeping the· water from 

flooding the inside of our tent. My ruan has been 

for some more tobacco for Sheikh Mohammcd. He 

is now so amiable and obliging that the least I 

could do was to send him a small packet. He came 

to my tent door this morning to wish me 'good 

night '-his English extending only to ' good morn
ing' and 'good night: which he does not always 

apply properly-like Abu 'Nabut with hi. 'tele
graph' and I photograph.' Milne did not forget to 
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tl~ke his • teleg1'aph' with him, U.8 the poor old 

fellow calls it. 

\Vith this and his other instrumenta, and his 

hammer and his drowing-block, box of paints, and 

my brandy flask, &c., he was pretty wen loaded 

for 8uch an ascent. nut he is a famous fellow 

when there is work in hand, and turns to it 

like 0. mnn. He is really 1\ very clever young man, 

and invaluaUle to me on this journey, and I am 

anxious to give him full credit for all he does. He 

feels that he is working for himself not less than 

for me, and in a good cause. I hope and trust it 

may bring us both good; but I wn 1)1.()1'e than fifty 

years older than he is, and my life t'S now alnwst 

spent. I gave Milne my pocket-fia.~k filled with 

whisky, as he may want it, for he will find it 

dreadfully 'Cold up there: in this respect I do not 

envy him bis trip, How thankful I am to have 

some one 80 competent to do my work for me, 

But there is still a great deal of work to do, and 

here I must positively remain till I shall have been 

able to make proper observations; and although 

the glass is rising and it promises to be fair, I fear 

that Milne wiP not have been able to do anything (or 

little) to-ciay, on a.ccount of its being 80 overcast. 

I must give e. full account of 'my Mount Sinai.' 
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Abu Nabut has a regular poultry-yard round t.he 

door of his tent----hc having let his fowls, some 

fifteen or sixteen, and a turkey, out of their coop: 

I will do him the justice to say that he feed!; 11S 

well, infinitely better than Mikhail did when we 

were in tiw Holy Land. 'Ve lw.ve nl ways soup, 

boiled and roast, sweets and dessert! I Only think 

of that in the Descrt. It is alWOijt as good as you 

and I had in Abyssinia at the foot of the Shumfaito 

Mountain, when going up the Tarantn Pass to Halni. 

I allude to the (tinned) nlmp-steak, with oystcr

SaUce, and plum-pudding, the Jatter made byoUl' 

old cook, and carried all that distance from home. 

I am Borry to see the' glass' going back a little; 

by this I mean thc aneroid, Wllich acts as n. baro

meter. I see that the Sheikh's spear is hid on the 

ground at the back of my tent, in tbe opposite 

direction to the other tent in whieh he himself 

is: this serVeR as a. safeguard to me on both sides 1 

I am getting very anxious to know what Milne has 
done. Abu Nnbut haa just been to inquire how 

many hours he has been away. I fear he will have 

done but little good to-day, and if so, we shall have 

to remain here. It cannot be helped :. it is a. neees· 

sa.ry part of my mission. AB'it is, I am quite satis· 

fied. I have fonnd my • Mount Sina.i: which turns 
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out not to be a volcano. or at least cannot be 

proved to have been one; but at the same time 

cannot be proved not to have been one. This will 

surely please both parties, I hope [or perhaps no 

one at all]: the anti-traditionist8, who will have 

seen Il deathblow given to the troditional Mount 

Sinai; and the traditionists, 'Woo do not like the 

Scripture History to be deprived of its miraculous 

character. However, I have still to hear from :Mr . 

.Milne whether there nrc any volcanoes to be seen 

from the summit. I only desi re to nscertain the 

truth. The pmycr that the Hadjis say when they 

come in sight of this mountain is the fdtlw, or first 

chapter of the Koran-II Bismillah er rakhman er 

rakheem, Alhumdul-ilIah ," &c. 

I p.M.-I am sorry to say it has just 1f.gun rain

ing again. A Sheikh of this neighbourhood has 

come into the camp, who tells me that :Mount 

Baghir has alwa.ys been known as the f< Mountain 

of Light." At the foot of it is the mosque or 

praying-place of Ali ibn cElem, a famous saint from 

Jaffa 1 or its neighbourhood, who (so Abu Nabut 

""ya) haa a large Il\osque there; aod at the very 

summit of this D;!ountnin is a place of sacrifice sur-
• 

rounded with soones, where may be secu the horns 

1 In Ch~ 1:1:. it will be Been that thie information .u wrl'ect; 
>C 
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(and bones 1) of sheep and goats s&Cl'ificed there. 

If such be thc case, Milne will bave something to 

say on the subject. 

As I was noting the saint's name down in my 

pocket - book, Sheikh Mohammed looked with 

curiosity at the' style' with which I was writing, 

as being something unusual; so I took a bit of 

paper out of my pocket, and wrote on it with the 

style, hut of coursc without making any mark; I 

tJ~ell wrote on the prepared paper in the book, and 

likewise, of course, made marks. This Mtonished 

him and the bystanders vastly; but they were still 

more astonished and amused wliell I took oue of 

Bryant & May's B..'\fety matches alld rubbcd it on 

the box on all sides without its lightillg, till I 

touched the black side, when it at once LJazed up. 

This, said Sheikh :Mohammed, was like myself: I 

looked around me at the mountains on every siuc 

till I came to the right 'Mountain of Light I' 

'Vhat think you of that for a £gure 1 

1,'his Mountain of Light is undoubtedly a great 

discovery. And yet. can it be that it has never been 

known before 1 It is astonishing to me, and yet we 

Bee such strange things to be every day. I wonder 
• 

what Milne is about 1 It is now more than 2. IS. 
80 that he h .. been away fully .ix hou... At half-
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past two I went down to the watercourse III the 

'plain 1 to get a view of the mountain, of which I 
have made a rough sketch, which will serve if 

Milne does not make a proper drawing of it; but 

he must do so, a.a it will make a beautiful picture, 

and a most impressive one too, for the view is a 

really magnificent onc. Mouut Si.nai (Jebel Baghir) 

would have been visible to thousands or hundreds 

of thousands of people encamped in the' plain' here 

below. 

It is beginning to mill ngt~iu. and I am rcally 

getting anxious about Milne and bis party; I 

wish they were back. Anticipating that he would 

return very cold and tired, I ordered the soup to 

be got ready for bim on his arrival. It was not, 

however, till 4.25 P.M., that he came ill, vcry cold, 

but nonc the worse for a most interesting excur

Riol). Abu Nabut having understood that I wanted 

the whole dinner to be got ready, it was at once 

served. and Milne proceeded to pour iuto my eager 

and impatient ears the particulars and adventures 

of the day. He went to the very summit, and 

found the hOfns and heads of the anima.ls slaugh. 

tered there, jus.t n.s I had been told. It was so 

cloudy that ha could no·t see very much, but he 

was able to distinguish a large' plain' to the north· 
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east of this, into which, in fact, this valley opens. 

The view in this direction is shut out Ly a very 

lofty mountain on the other side of 'Vady Ithem. 

On inquiring of Sheikh Mohammed the name of 

that mountain, he told me it is Eret6wa (or 

Ertowa), and Abu Nabut says that when people 

have been travelling two days or more without 

wuler, and then find it and drink it, they say 
H Eret6wn." 'Vhat this means literally I cannot 

pff'tend to say, but I think that we have here the 

Rephidim of Scripture,) and this mountain is 

HoreL. 2 The Great Plain beyond the two moun

tains will be the encamping ground of the Israelites 

before Sinai.s 

It is clear therefore to me, tbat it is my duty to 

go up into the plain, which is only six hours from 

hence. 'Ye slHlIl then return on the fullowing day, 

and passing the spot where we are now encamped, 

shall go down as far as the junction of Wady Am

ran, where we shall stop; and on the following 

day we shall proceed to the opposite (west) side of 
the Axabah, at the head of the Gulf of Abba, 
without returning to Akaba itself. where we have 

no need to go. Thence I would hope to proceed 

on our homeward journey: 

I &00. xvii 1-3. , E1od. svii. 5-7. ~ Exod. xix. 2. 
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'fllis plain beyond H Sinai" and II Horeb" ex

plains most satisfactorily the journey of the 

Israelites from Elim. They went down on the 

west side of the continuation of the range of moun· 

tains on which we now are, and returned on the 

eastern. This plain we are going to see would hold 

millions, Milno !lays. 

He has brought me a fine piece of quartz from 

the very s!tmmit of Sinai, which I have put 

by for you: It is the same kind of stone as 

the Brazilian pebbles, of which they make the 

best spectacles. He is very busy with his spcci

lUcns and notes, and has not time yet to tell me 

further particulars; as it is of the first importa.nce 

that he should place what he has done in order. 

He fell in with some Beduins up tbe mountain, 

who, thinking the Sheikh Imd come, killed 11 sheep 

ill his honour, of which Milne had to partake, llJId 

as the Sheikh was not there, they smeared his 

horse with the blood in order to let him know 

what they bad done for him. Altogether Milne is 

in high spirit8 at his trip, and with reason. He 

has found and copied some" Sinai tic Inscriptions" 

of our own. He tells me that the Gulf of Akaba, 

though at least eight miles off ill a direct line, 

8CelQB lL8 if OD(, could drop a pluruh-line into it, so 
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close and straight dO'hD uelow it seemB. On u. 

rough estimate he , .... as 5000 feet high 1 

But I will now relate the particulars of the 

a&cellt of Mount Sinai (Mount &1ghir), in Mr. 

Milne's owu word:> :-

.. At 8 A.M., although it was cloudy and thun

deriug, I mounted the Sheikh's horse, whieh he 

lent m"', and wit.h five others, t.wo mounted (Ha

flhim alld the Sheikh's son), alld three Arabs on 

foot, slarted for the summit of Mount Baghir. 

(The Sheikh sn.id 'Good night.') Our way was, 

iol' a mile, up l\ narrow wady, which grew narrower 

alia narrower until it became a gorge. On the 

way we passed a stolle all which were cut the 

words, 'YaAlIah!' Something else had been writtell, 

hut it Was defaced, in Cufic, or old Arahic char:l.C

ters. In the gorge we stopped to admire n large 

stOllC neal' which the lleduius come and say their 

prayers. TJlis stone where the Arabs pray is about 

five feet long a.lld two fect square, and is made of 

granite. It originally stood updght on the ground, 

about two or three feet away from the side of the 

gorge. It is now fallen over, nnd rests between 

its pedeatal and the side of the gorge. The' pe· 

destal' is merely another stone on which it appears 

to have stood. 
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" At the gorge we had to leave the horses with 

two of the Arabs, and going up fl steep asccnt to 

the left, we came to a low wall across the gorge, 

which was filled with large boulders; and close 

above the wall on the right-hand side is B. well 

alJout three feet ncross, arid about the same to the 

water in it, which may be two feet of water.l By 

it are two llebbuk trees, one of which overhangs 

alld slwdes it, auJ one stunt.ed palm. The well 

allJ gorge lie ill the line of a dyke of greenstone, 

which goes far up the mountain,and most probably 

reaches the summit, only it CflUflot be traced for 

the debris covering it. Vegetation may here be said 

to cease, for, with the exception of a few stunted 

plants and bushes, nothing seems to live. 

U Our ascent was now a climb, the rock ill plnces 

being uearly perpendicular. Ou reaching the sum~ 

mit of the mountain, we foulld numerous skulls sud 

horus, and a few bonea of animals-it being the 

custom of the Beduins to come up here to pray, 

bringing with them a lamb, wllich they kill and eat 

on the spot. Round about wore a number of low 

walls, more or lees rounded in form, evidently built 

to keep the wind off. On the ridge on the left-

hand Bide of tbe gorge, .bout • hundred and fifty 
I fuud. uii. 6. 
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yards distant from the well, we came to a pile of large 

rounded boulders of granite, on several of whieh 

were inscriptions,' which I copied as well as my cold 

fingers would allow me to do. The stones, which 

were much weathered, were externally of a dark

brown colonr, against which the inscriptions stood 

out and made themselves visible from their being 

of a somewha.t lighter colour. Before reaching the 

summit we found snow in the crevices, and, for the 

sake of saying I did it, I snowbnlled Hashim, who 

joined I warmly' in the sport. Whilst we were at 

the top it hailed and snowed, and was bitterly 

eold, and it was as much as I could do to take a 

few angles with the azimuth compass. 1\1y com

panions made a fire, and it wo.s ouly by eontinunlly 

warming my fingers that I could do anything. 

Akaba saemed just below my feet, but ~n so dimi

nutive a scale, that I failed. to detect the castle 

a.mong the palm-trees, the gelleml outliue of which 

alone was visible; the landscape ill other directions 

was almost blocked out by banks of Cloud, rain, 

and fog. 

H Coming back-which was on the opposite side 

of the mountain (which is about 5600 feet high), 

and far easier than the ascent-we reached & valley, 

1 For illnmatiOD lee p. 4U. 
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where we fell in with some Beduins, who think

ing it was the Sheikh who was coming, had killed 

and cooked a. lamb, which was ready for his re

ception, and of which I had to partake. It was 

a filthy. dirty m .... quite tough 3ud scarcely fit 
to eat; but I was afraid I should offend them if I 
refused. It is the custom whenever a Sheikh 

comes to give him mutton and milk. AB it was 

not the Sheikh, but only the Sheikh's horse, they 

daubed the a.nimal's back, just behilld the saddle. 

with stripes of Llood, to show the Sheikh, when he 

got his horse, wha.t they had done for him. 

"'Ve went into one of the miserable tcnta to par

take of their feast, and squatted down in front of 

a small fire, and got nearly smothered with the 

slUoke. It was 80 low that one cau only crouch 

down in it.. It consists of a black cloth made out 

of goats' hair by the womeu, and is supported by 

six or seven sticks, with a. rope along them, the 

cloth being pegged with small wooden skewers 

over the rope. It is a loose, slack. comfortless 

affair, open on one aide, and on the others protected 

with heaps of bushes. A bit of cloth hanging 

down the middle divided us from the women, chiI· 

d ...... and goats. which. are all mixed up together. 

SevW.el of the, C'hildl'cn were almost naked, having 
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merely a bit of cloth thrown ovcr thcir shoulders. 

I never sa.w such a picture of dirt, misery, and 

want. Their all would seem to consist of a few 

dirty rags, a bit of doth for a tent, and a cracked 

wooden bowl in which tlley served their meat, 

which of course we had to tear in pieces and eat 

with our fingers. Eight hours ufter starting I 

arrived at our tent!'! t.ired rmd cold. 

".Mount Bagbir is one of the loftiest peaks of 

the range of mouutains 011 the east side of \Vady 

Arabah a.nd the west Bide of " Tady Ithem, over

hanging the latter. It consist!'! of a mass of red to 

pink granite, which in places where it is weathered 

has assumed a dark brown line. \Vhere it is dis

integrated the felspar alld lightcr mica bave to a 

great extent been washed away, Jeaving 1\ rough 

gravelly sUI'face of quartz, which is of <fourse only 

superficial, crushing under onc's feet as oue walks 

along. This granite contains but little mica. as 

compared with other granites, and there are places 

where the rock consista of quartz and musaive feI
spar alone, no mica being visiblc. 

H On the north-west side of the mountain a. por

tion of the granite lookS; at a distance, like a brownish 

yellow coarse sandstone, wee.tlJCriug with rounded 

surfaces. In this, numbers of cavities can be seen, 
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generally ranging in size from a cocoa·nut to a 

man's head. On striking the rock with the ham· 

mer, it hus not the usual clear ring of a solid rock, 

out givcs a duH sound, owing to the surface being 

(li:.integrated, and tending to split off in flakes, 

which call be casily separated with the sharp edge 

of the hammer. 

"On the same side of the mountain are many large 

bouMers the size of a house. Several of them are 

80 much dil'lintegrated on their under sides as to form 

Rmall caverns. Oue in which I entered was as much 

Its about twenty feet across each way, and ten or 

twclve feet high at the entrallce, sloping down to

wards the back, the roof beiug dome-shaped and the 

sides curved-the absence of angular forms showing 

the grauite to have flaked off ill curved laminre. The 

peaks on the summit of the mountain, are composed 

of granite, the hollows betweell them marking the 

position and direction in which the maas is tra.versed 

hy dykes. And it may be stated as a. general rule/or 

this mountain, that the dykes do not protrude above 

the gmnite, but all tend to produce hollows. As an 

exception to this is the dyke on the north-east side 

of the mountain ncar the well, which forms a ridge 

runnmg up the side elf the mouutain. These dykes 

are generally of a. dark green colour) and very 80ft; 
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in places so much so, that, under the hammer, they 

crum'Lle off like a hard clay. 'Where one of these 

tlykes is exposed as a hard mass, it appears to be 

dioretic. They are of all sizes, varying from a foot 

up to eighteen feet, and perhaps more: the run of 

them being four or five feet. They are llumerous, 

but not so much so as on the mountain towards the 

north. look~n down upon from the summit, where 

innumerable dykes arc to be seen streaking in parol

lei lines the entire ridged surface of the mouutaiu." 

Baghir and Erctowa (' Sinai' and ' Horeb ') are, 

I DOW fancy, two of Stanley's 'three low peaks.' 

We shall be able to decide this when we get down 

into the Arabah. 

February I.-This morning before starting we 

made preparations for taking the elevation of this 

place by Captain George's mountain barometer, 

and also by boiling-point thermometers. We there

fore bad the tent cleared after breakfast, spread a 

sheet on the ground to catch the mercury spilt, and 

opened the case, when, to our grent nnnoynnce, we 

found the tube for the mercury broken in bali I 
h&d been careful in not having tbe instruments un~ 

done befDrc we wanted tbem for use. Here, where 

we really wanted the baromettr, we found it useless. 

We put this then aside, and rigged up the boiling-
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point thermometer, but, when we unscrewed the 

spirit lamp, we found it dry. and there was no 

supply of spirits. So this too was a failure! We 

tried to boil the instrument in a saucepan of water, 

lighting a fire for the purpose; but the water inside 

the case would not boil; so we took the thermo

meter out, and boiled it naked in the water, ns I 

used to do, you will recollect, in Abyssinia. It 

gave 209", equal to somewhere near 1500 feet ele

vation. But this will have to be calculated when 

I get home. So the instruments from the Royal 

Geographical Society have not heen of the service 

I anticipated. However, Milne hM an aneroid as 

wcH as myself, and between thc two we shall come 

quite near enough to the truth. 

Before we started, the Beduins who accompanied 

Milne up the mountain yesterday came for bakh

shish. This Abu Nabut gave them through the 

Sheikh. I know not how much; but they were 

dissatisfied, as usual, and he had to add to the 

amount. Hashim explained to me that the Sidi 

Ali ibn 'Blem, about whom I wrote yesterday, has 

his tomb or mosque about half-way between Ja.ffa. 

and Haifa. 

W. started at 8. (S A.M., and kept ascending 

Wady Ithem in • general north-easterly direc-
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tiOD. On the way we fell in with n. cannon ball, 

which, Milne St'\ys, weighB about fourteen pounds, 

but I think it is not so much; and soon after a 
ball of about an inch in diameter. These ru-e 

signs of ILrahim Pasha's presence here in 1840-43. 

The road all the way up the wndy is pra.cticable for 

carriages! As we came to the top, the mountains 

scemed to fall lI.llU the valley to open, giving us a 

splendid view of Mount Shera in front, only sepa

rated from us by a broad sandy plain, up which, if 

I mistake not, the rood to Petra proceeds, keeping 

towards the left. I cannot make the way out at 

all hy the existing maps; at all events, not by the 

one Mr. Bolton, of Stanfords, sent me out to Cairo. 

At I l.45 A M. we came to the water parting he

tween \Vady el Ithem and \Vady Hesron, and pro

ceeding ruong the latter, we atopped at UOOIl in a 

broad sandy' plain' I It WIl!\ the Sheikh who came 

to a halt, telling us that he could not take us any 

further, and that if we proceeded we should have 

to take other camels; that there were a Jot of 

strange Beduins ahout, and a long rigmarole which 

I did not care to listen to. I have been entirely 

disappointed in to-day's journey, which I plainly 

see tends to nothing, even if 1 were inclined to go 

on, and this I am not. I am content 1Yitb the dis-
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covenes I have made. And the best of it is, that 

the Sheikh says he has given orders to nll the 

Beduins to discontinue the usc of the name Baghir 

(Mount Sinai), and to call it Jebel-c'-Nlir alone. So 

that in a few years the 'f tradition" will be that it has 

always been known by that name, as the true' Mount 

Sinai,' by people who have never heard of Dr. Beke; 

just as it is with Harran ; and Cook's tourists will 

be sent to the .. Mountain of Light" as the true 

Mouut Sinai: its being so very little out of the 

way of the ordinary tourists' route to tue Holy 

Land. and so absolutely free from danger, will in

duce numbers of them to come; and my views will 

doubtless soon be adopted by many both at home 

and abroad. 

'Ve should have stopped here for lunch at all 

evenLs; and aB it was, I ordered the tents to be 

pitched for the day, and Milne will go up the 

neighbouring mount~~iu, Jebel Ahightagieb, and Bee 

what be cn.u see from the top. To-mOirow morn

ing we go .. bock agen." How by this road we are 

to get to Jebel Eret6wa, of which Abu Nabut spoke 

last night, I have no idea. I shall not DOW attempt 

to follow it up, but shnIl merely throw out the 

hint, leaving it for others to follow up if they like. 

After lunch Mllne packed up his traps, a.nd mount-
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iug the Sheikh's horse, went off to the mountain 

with an unpronounceable Dame like" Ghabaghib," 

on the way from Harran to Gilead. I must not 

omit to mention that up here in this plain we 

found a large patch of decent grass, so w~ had the 

cloth (a prayer carpet) spread out on it, upon whieh 

we stretched ourselves out, and had a pique 1liq'l.lC 

a l'Anglm·se. Milne felt ao jolly that he said he 

han no inclination to move afterwards. 

When he was gone I occupied myaelf reading 

over his geological notes of yesterday. Oue remark 

is very striking. He says that the granite rock is 

wearing away in spheroidal flakes, making caves antI 

hollows in it; ODe he aaw would hold twenty pcr~ 

son&. In places the aide of the mountain is quite 

pitted with holes. I do not know whelher .Mount 

Tor has any of these caves; but the' Scripture 

History requires one, both in tlle case of Moses and 

in that of Elijah. For in Exodus xxxiii. 20-23, we 

read, "And he said, Thou canst not aee my face: 

for there shall no man see me and live. And the 

, Eternal' said, Behold, there is a place by me, and 

thou sha.lt stand upon a rock: and it shall come to 

p .... while my glory paaseth by. that I will put 
thee jn a clift of the rock, and will cover thee 

with my hand while I pass by:" And in I Kings 
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xix. 8, 9: "Auu Le arose, and Ilid eat aHd drink, 

and wellt in the strength of that moat forty days 

and forty nights unto Horeb, tho Mount of God. 

And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged 

there." 

I cannot make out th€' country where we are at 

all. Before us, north~ca.<;t~by~ea~t, L'I a white (lime

stOll€,) mouutain called J elJel Hcsma, and beyond 

that is J ebel Sh€'ra. Shcikh Mohammed says we 

arc here halfway to Petra; but Abu Nabut says 

we are IJOt yct so far : a !O\V hill to LhC' left of J ebel 

H esma-also seell from 1":l1c('- i8, he says, half 

way. I hope Milne will come down with some de

finite illformatioll One thing is clear, und that is 

that Burckhardt has given the Harne of Jebel Shera 

to what is, in fact, J ebel Shafch. This will be 

!>een from the following del'lcription which he gives 

of this part of t.lle COUll try at p. 435 of Lis " Syria 

and Holy Land." On leaving l\1a'UIl he says:-

" 'Ve turned to the 8.E., and in half an hour from 

the Djeylat, passcd the fine spring called El Szadeke, 

Ilear which is a hill with extensive ruins of an 

ancient town. From thence we descended by a elight 

declivity into the eastern plain, . . . the same im

mense plain which we ha.d entered in coming from 

Beszeyra, 011 the eastern borders of the Ghoeyr, ,. 
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here presented itself to our view. 'Ve were about 

six hours south of Maull, whosfI two hilIs, upon 

which the two divisions of the town are situated, 

were distinctly visible. . . . About eight hours 

south of Maull, a branch of the Shera extends for 

three or four hours in an ell.~tcm direction across 

the plain; it is a Jow hilly chll.ln. The mountains 

of Shera arp. ronc;iilern.bly elcvated above the level 

of the Ghor, but they appear only fl S low hills when 

seen from dw ea.stem plain, which is upon a much 

higher level than the Gbor .... This plain termi

nates to the south n('ar Akaba, on the Syrian Hadj 

route, by a steep rocky d Cf.\CCllt, at the bottom of 

Wilich Lcgins the Dcsert of Nedjed, covered, for the 

greater part, with flints. 

(P.436.) «It might with truth hc called PctrO'o, 

not only on acconnt of its rooky mo.untaillS, but 

also of the elevated plain already described, which 

is so much covered with stones, especially flin tR. 

that it may with great propriety be called a fltony 

desert, although susceptible of culture. In many 

places it is overgrown with wild herbs, and must 

once have been thickly inhabited, for the traces of 

many ruined towns and villages are met with on 

both sides of the Hadj r~ad between Mao.n and 

Akaba., as well as between Maan and the plains of 
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Haouran, in which direction are also lllany springH. 

At prescnt all this country ia a uesert, aud Ma..'\n 

is the only inhabited pla.cc in it. All the castles 

ou the Syrian Hadj route from Fedhein to .Medina 

are deserted. At Maan are several springs, to 

which the town owes itfo\ origin; and these, to

gether with the circumstauce of its heing a station 

of the Syrian Hadj, nre the cau"Ie of its still pxist

lIlg. The inhabitan ts have scared y any other 

Hit'ans of su1)sibt{'IlCe than the' profit'3 which they 

gain from the pilgrims in theu' way to and from 

l\Iekka, by buyillg up aU kinds of provisions at 

Hebron aud Chaza, nnu sclllllg thcm with great 

profit to the weury pilgrims, to whom the gardcus 

aud vineyards of Maall ure 110 less agreeable than 

the wild herbs collected by the people of Maan are 

to their caOlcls. The pomegranates, apricots, aud 

peacLes of Maall arc of the finest quality .... 

(po 437.) 1\1a.a.u is situated ill the midst of a 

rocky country, not cavable a! cultivation; the 

inhabitants therefore depend upon their neighbours 

of Djebal and Shern. for their provi!)ioll of wheat 

and barley. '. 

Palgrave's "Arabia" gives the following accouut:

"Mo.'an, 3d' 20' N. 35050' E.-Before and around 

us extended a wide a.nd level pla.in, blackened 
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over with countless pebbles of basalt and fl int, 

[ouRid in.1l ~J except wllCl'e the mOUlJUCalllR glelLmetl 

whi te on little illtervening patches of clear sand , 

or Oil yellowish streaks of witll ered grass, the 

scanty product of the wiuter mins Hnd SllOW d ried 

iuto hay. 

" lVvkba lVella, 30" IS' N. 36" 15' E.- The blue 

rn ngf' of Shern",' [buuud ilig the Ghor] was yd visible 

[Lchintl j, though fast :-inkillg in the dist.allce, wh ile 

before us aud on ei thcr hanu extended one weary 

plain in n. Llack monotony of lifelessness. Ouly 

on all sides lakcs of mirage lay mocking t Ilc ('ye 

with their clear and deceptive outline, whilst here 

and there some dark basaltic rock, cropping up :~t 

random through the Jevel, was magnified Ly the 

refraction of the heated n,1mosphel'e in to the sem

blance of a fantastic crn!; or ovcrhaugiug mouu

tain." 

Volney, wri ting at a. much earlier period on thc 

same subject, says :-

" Ce pays n's et6 visi te par aucun voyageur; 

eependsnt il meritcrait de l'etre; car d'apres ee que 

j'ai oui' dire aux Arab •• [du Ch.ik] d. Bdkir, at 

aux. gens de Gaze qui vont a. Jfdan at o.u Karak 

sur 10. route des p61erins, il y s au sud-est du lac 

Aspha.ltide, dans nne espa.ce de trois journecs. 
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plus de trciltc villcs ruinces, absolumcnt desert~. 

Plusieurs d'entre eUes ont de grands cdifices, avec 

des colonoes qui ont pu etre des temples anciens, 

ou tout au moins des eglises Grecques. Les AmbeR 

a'e ll servent quelquefois pour parquer leurs trou

peaux; mais Ie plus souvcnt ils les evitcnt, a. cause 

des cnormes scorpions qui y aboudent. L'on ne doit 

pas s'ctonller de ccs traces de population, si l'on se 

rappclle que ee fut-Ia. Ie pays de ccs Nubathelns 

(lui furent lea 1)lus lJUis.sauts des Arabes; et des 

Idumeens qui, daus Ie demier sieele de Jorusalcm, 

etaicnt presqu'aussi nombreux que les Juifs; tewoin 

Ie trait cite par J osephe, qui tilt qu'au bruit de la 

marche de Titus coutre J erusalem, il :;'assembla 

tout J 'Ull coup b'cnte m..ill e Idumecl1s qui sc jetereut 

daus l.~ ville pour la defendre. " I 

Spca.killg of the pelliusula, he adds-" Ce gralld 

espace cst presque tout oceupe par des mOlltagncs 

a.ridcs qui du eoto du nord, sc jOigUCllt a. ccllcs de 13. 

Syrie, et sout comme clles de roche calcaire. Mais 

en s'avan~ant au midi, elies deyienncnt graniteu8CS, 

au point que Ie Sinai: et I'Horcb ne sout que 

d'cllormes pies de cette pierre. C'est 3. ce titre 

que les anciens appelercnt cctte coutrec Ambie 
pierreuse. .. , 

I Vol~ey's "Voyl\ .. ~ eo Syrie et t:o Egypt," vol. ii. Pl'· J17, J18. 
(Paris. 1787). ¥ Ibid., pr. JZo, J2I. 
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I must try and put ull this right for my mnp, a~ 

the existing m<lps appear all wrong. 

Milne returned about half-past four o'clock from 

his asccnt of J ebel AtaghtagfcL, having done nothing' 

of con8equllllce, except to dccide positively that 

there are uo volcuuocs or lava. fields visible. So 

that" Mount Sinai is Dot u \'ole:.l.no." I can with 

u. \cry easy conscience retract what I bnvc said , 

which i<>, after all, simply matter of Opillioll. The 

mattf'r of fiwt remains thc samc. We have the 

"Mountaill of Light" nearly ill the position which 

I gave to "~{OUllt Sinai " forty years ago! And 

on this I can boltl my ground very well. ] am not 

aahamed to make a clean breast of it. Abu Naimt 

came into my tcut to tell me I ~dlOUld " tankcy God" 

for Laving let me find J ebel-e'-Ntir Oll the first day 

from AkuLa, and for thus having been -saycd foul' 

or five days wandering to no purposc. ' Vlaat he 

says is true enough, and yet I should like to muke 

quite sun that there arc really no volcalloes here

abouts. From the geological features of the country 

Milne can see no traces of anything of the sort; 

but volcanic regions are anomalous, and may be 

lighted on in an unexpected manner. 

In the evening I copied out Milne's notes of his 

visit to Jebel-e'-Nur, which I ha.ve entered in my 
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route book. H is origiualdmwings of tile iuscription:;; 

found Ilear the summit I send herewith. They arc of 

no more 1'eal value, I expect, than the other ,< Sinaitic 

Inscriptions," but they are just as good, and t!Jl.!rc is 

no reason why they shoulJ not be published. The 

l ines arc about three-/luarter:;; of an inch broad, and 

very slmlluw, perhaps not mom than one-eighth of 

an inch, l.!ugmvcJl Oil rouuJl.!d boulders of granite, 

of till.! material of the mountaiu, stunding up against 

C;tl.!h other, tllrec facillg to the nortL, and one to 

the south (at t he uack).l 

FdJruary 2.-I t millcd .li l uight, auu continues 

to do so this morn iug. We cannot move. Happy 

al'c wc to be iu ,t good water-tight teut, 

I Mr. Holland tc\1~ me tlmtProf.·.sor P,llmcr con~idet.i them to 
he tnllC·mark~. ,rrlllll!; "f 'V,ld) i'ttUII""lllh ( •• DCbCrt of the 
I-::W,ll1~," pp. 354, 355). Ill\' l)rot~&<ur o!,'lCl"n's-" Th(,!<e MI'(,!! nre also 
l'''l"ereol with i:hc Amh tn~·m:llks which 1 hnve before ues('rlbed, 
cnch HcJawi \'i ~ltor to th,· pl,II· ... ,I"il.!-;htiug to & ... t hi.< Si:;II'll"lIluui 011 
lite wall. M. ,Ic l:;aulcy (11 001 , folloll ill!':: 111111, mfllly lIubsequent writers), 
who Ilud Iloliccti thelll ill the Ilcrgh uourhvou 01 tile J)e"J SCll, call.; 
tllf'lIl < Plalh'tnry ~ i gIl8' (-ee Dr. Tri~tralll'" "LAml of lard"I," p. 310), 
ami ill truth thf'Y are not nltogl'lhcr unlike the ruysterioull astrological 
... mhlems on the coloured houle.; Wllich adorn Ii ch ... mist'li window. 

"Thc~e t ribe-marks COllllist ill n.'Rli tyof J.istorted Himyarilic letter&, 
,l.:(enel"llol\y the untlallettcr of the lIame ; thus, the Inllrk of the 'Ana.zeh 
tribe iq 8. a circle with a dot in the centre, the ancient H imYRritic 

letter, '.A.ill , with which the word ',Anaz.eh begins. The Arabs 
thelllioelvea, being ignorllllt of wrltillg, are of cOl1l'!le unaware of thill 
faet; tbey con8equently desiggllte their tribe.mark by the nlUlle of 
the article it may clllm ~", to rellemblc, ta dabbtil,' the club,' tl bdb, 
'the <1.oor,' and BO on." 
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I have been occupied in coHcctillg all S01'ts of in

forma.tion from the Sheikh and Abu Nabut. They 

tell mc this road has been taken by many travel

lers; but nOllC of them would seem to have tak('n 

any pa.rtieulal' notice of Mount B:ighir, n.pp;~rcntl)' 

for tLe reasoH givcn by Abu Nal!Ut, that" it W;'I:'; 

not noticed in their guide-Looks." Sioi Ali ibn 

'Elem came hero: Lv pray becausl~ he was sent hcl'!' 

hy God! This is the :m!'\w('l' given me when I a.sk 

how he eame to til i." pal'tieuhr spot. For the tra

dition hangi ng about it I can find no reason given, 

except tbat there is (I light at times seen on t.he 

summit, and that noi se;:> like those of a cannon are 

heard when tbe Hadj returns from 1\lecca I Thosf', 

who, like Deans Milman aoo Stanley, attribute the 

appeal'alJces on :MollJJt Siuai to a severe thunder

storm-and nothiug else-do llot apl'l!<ll' to have 

taken into collsidemtion the heavy 1'ain which 

would have aceompauieJ it, and soaked the poor 

Israelites to the skill, unless they had good tentH, 

which I doubt their having carried away with 

them in their flight from Mitzraim. 

'Vhen Sheikh Mohammed had given me the 

information J required, he asked me for some more 

tobacco. I demurred a little, baving twice given him 

some, which Abu Nabut said he had given to the 
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other Arab~; and.. he suggested to the Sheikh that 

in future he should keep wha.t I gave him for him

self; t.o which the other replied that if he did not 

di vide what he had with the others of the tribe, he 

would not long be Sheikh I On the road yester

day, Milne made a drawUlg of "Mount Baghir, 

which ho baa finished tbis morning. I do not like 

it much; but I wished hiro to finish it at once as 

I said we roust absolutely have u. representatiou 

of "Mount SiIJni." My OWl! little peu-and-iuk 

sketch of the eru;t spur will come in very well 

in addition. Towartl~ ]loon it seemed to be 

cloaritlg up, and we saw SIlOW 011 the ruouu

t: ~ius ; Lut it still kept overcast with occasional 

showers, so that thon' is uo chance of our moving 

to-<by. 

:;hdkh .Aluhamllled ibu ljat-that is his right 

JHlmo I fiud-w<l.s, on Abu Nabut's suggestion, 

iuvited by me to lUllch with (or rather after) 

us. We had SOID(, ten with our lunch to keep us 

warm, for it is bitterly cold,. aUtl afterwards the 

teapot was filled with water for our guest! We 

were at dessert when he came in. I at once offered 

him a cup oftcll whieh I poured out, Abu Nabutfill

iug the cup half full wfth sugnr ; a.ud he had then a. 

di.h of baccalMo or dried fish, .tewed with plenty 
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of sauccs, bet before him with (l. loaf of lm'(l.u. H e 

bega11 to cat ycry dcccntly with a spoon, but soon 

set to work with his fingers, and m<ldC' a good 

hearty meal, taku..l.g care to make plenty of noise 

in eating to ':Ihow his gentility, and after he had 

finished he diu not fail to say, "btaghfar Allah ," 

which appears to be the correct expression, aud 

llot "Li1:lwillah." He had mallagl'd to &lIck his 

fingers as well as he coultl. H ashim ought to 

have hrnught hill water, but as Ite did 110t, as be 

was drawing away from the t.aLle, our guest gavc a 

clutch n.t the end of the tablecloth, and USl'U it as a 

finger-napkin. His tea. he kft to the h\.')t, except 

some dates nlld all orange. III the course of con

versation he let us know that lie is not ill the haLlt 

of accompanying strangcrs, but usually sends one 

of his under-Sheikhs. But as we carne in the 

steamer, a.nd were specia.lly recommended to 

his care Ly the Khedive, it was only propel' 

that he should escort us in person; for all of 

which we duly thanked him, aud then he took 

hiB leave. 

He, the Sheikh of the Aluwin, has a fine old llcr

sian (Ajami) sword, which bea.rs the date I 18. If 

this is of the Hegu:a.. it meads that it is 1174 years 

old II But perhaps the date may be of some other 
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era It haa inscribed on it the names "Alla.h, 

Mohammed, Abubekr, and. Ali" - Omar, the second 

Khalif, is omitted. -With respect to Mohammed 

ibn Ijat, and to Beduills generally,. I may here t ell 

you wha.t Professor Palmer says on the subject in 

his H Desert of the Exodus," p. 297:-

H I c.'\unot expect re8pectable and taxpaying 

Englishmen to euter with much appreciation into 

the Bedawfn question, and I know the prejudice 

tLat exists, in this country particuhrly, against the 

extinction of a rV1llantic [whencc the romance ~J and 

illtcr~tillg race. The sympathy alrea.dy wasted on 

the Red man of North America [false sentiment] 

waros me that I am treading on delicate ground, but 

1 must ncvertheless state my belief that the noble 

samgc [ a, savage race is to mankind what the savage 

member of .society is to socicty] is a. SImple and 

unmitigated nuisance. To the Bedawi this ap

plies even more forcibly still, for, whercver he goes, 

he brings with him ruin, violence, and neglect. 

To call him a 'son of the descrt • is a misnomer ; 

half the desert owes its existence to him, and many 

a fertile plain from which he has driven its useful 

and industrious inhauitants becomes ill his handa, 

like the I South Country,' a parched and barren 

wilderness. 
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"Several plans Lave been tried from time to 

time to make him a respectable member of society, 

but have signally failed ;-miBsiollaries have gone to 

Lim, and, so IOllg as they could supply him with 

tobacco and keep open tent for all comers, have 

found him sufficiently tractable. But they have made 

absolutely no impression upon him aftcr all. The 

Turkish Goverument once devised a I:reditable and 

brilliant scheme, namely, to fill up aU the wells ill 

the desert round Palmyra; for a time this kept 

him out of Syria, and sent him to worry SOUle one 

else; and so far it ans\vered its purpose. But tIle 

Pasha entrusted with the execution of the order 

planted tamarisk busLcf> to mark thc spots where 

the water lay, and received a good sum from the 

'Anazeh Ara.bs for the information which ena.bled 

them to lecovcr it. 

U Rashid Pasha, one of the mor:.t cncrgetic and 

enlightened officials the Ottoman Empire has ever 

produced, came near to solving the problem. 

Shortly after we left the '1'£h, he bent word down to 

Gaza that the Bedawfn of those parts must for the 

future live in huts instead of tents; our friends 

were acute enough to see that this was a deadly 

blow aimed at their very ~xistence, and the first 

fifteen TurkiBh soldiers who appeared amongst the 
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TpYIUmh were killed. A detachment of troops was 

sent down, and all the flocks and herds were con~ 

fiscated, brought to J erusalem, and sold for n. 

nominal value to tbe Fcllahin. The..Bedawio sought 

and oMained the protection of the Viceroy of 

EgYl)t, anJ thus the far-seeing policy of the 

Governor-General of Syria \\'a.~ thwartccl. 

"If the Governments of Egypt, Turkey, a.JHl 

Arabia woulJ Lut act in cOllccr!, awl consult the 

l'eal iuterests of their sUbjcctR, tLis terrible seourge 

might he removed, and the Fellahin relieved from 

the constant dread of rapillP, and freed from the 

sic vos 1/On vobis roii'$giving.., with wiJich they now 

tIll their ground. 'fhp), would theu lJccome it 

more conwntcd and honcst peoplC'. 

"I do not :ulvocah' It war of exterminatiou 

agaiust the Bedawill, because I do not think it 

policy to destroy !iO much mUlicle wbich might be 

made serviceable to the cOllimullity, and I have 

stiB, even in the days of mit.railleuses, some old

fashioued notions about the sat!reaness of human 

life, but I would put an end to their existence 

gtJ4 Bedawin. The Beuawf regards the Fellah 

with unutterable scoru. He has a constitutional 

dislike to work, and is ~ntirely unscrupulous as to 

the means he employs to live without it; these 
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qualities (which nJ!:io adorn and make the thief nnu 

lmrglar of civilisation) he mistakes for evidences 

of thorough-breeding, and pri(lrK himself necord

ingly upon being one of Nature's gentlemen. [Anu 

we CDCOUr[lge him 'J 
"Camels and shecp are, as I have before said, 

the Bedawf's ouly means of subsistence, and so 

long, then, as he lives his present ullsettlcli life, 

and can support himself with the milk which they 

produce, lIe is iudepeuueut of all occupation . .,ave 

plundering. The effect of thi!:i is, that the soil he 

OWliS deteriorates, uUll his neighbours are either 

driven away or reuuceu to beggary by his mids 

and depredations. If the military authorities were 

to make systematic expeditions ngai1H~t these tribes, 

and take from them every camel and sheep which 

they possess, they would no longer be able to roam 

over the deserts, but would be compelleJ to settle 

down to agricultural pursuits or starve." [They 

would prefer this almost. ] 

.. The superior advantages which the peaceful 

agriculturist would then possess over them would 

curb their unreasonable pride, and the necessity 

for keeping pace with him, if they wished to live at 

all, would bring out the relrources of their undoubt

edly keen intellects [" Eutopic I "J. They might 
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thus be tamed amI turlled in to useful members of 

the commUllity. Suth a pIau would probabJy 

entail some hardships and illjustice at first, but a 

virulent disease requires a strong remedy, and we 

must not winc(' at the application of the cautery to 

cure the plague. 

, Ou 7TpO~ W!TpOiJ trO¢oiJ 
0P1/V€tIJ €11'~M~ 11'pO~ 'rop,WVTt '1T ~,uan.' 

-SvphrXle~, Aj. v. :579." 

In connection with thi.'l important suhject Colonel 

J. C. Gawler wrote n very iutereMing "Lettrr to 

Sir Moses l\fon t('fiorc," which contained much valu

able information; land ns this question, as affecting 

so scriou~ly Syri,\ awl Palestim', ca.nnot fail to call 

for gmve consideration rrnd for some adjustment 

before long, let us hope that a brighter future is 

)'l·t ill store for the Holy Land. 

But to rC'turll to the suhject of my Journey, I 

am so cold that I ean scarcely hold my pen, Milne 

has been shadt'119 my sketch of the mountain, and 

has spoilt it, I t ell him; but, In fact, he has im. 

proyed and secured it . It makes a very pretty 

picture, I think, This afternoon, as Abu Nabut 

Wa.l:I sitting outside over a fire with the Sheikh of 

1 This" Letter" "'all read u.,. meeting of the lioa.rrl, ht'ld at the 
SplUlisb rmd PortnguenJ Syuagogue Vestry CblUllbexa, &via Marks, 
and print«!. byWert.elmtll', Lea, & Co., 1874-
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the Towara Arabs, who 11M bupplied our camels, 

he made the mnende honorable to me. He 

told me of his contract with the Sheikh, which 

was, that he sllOuld find the camels for the 

journey to Aka.ba, and that then I was to go 

excursions from thence into the neighbourhood, 

returning at night to Akaba. r told l.im how 

absurd this was, as in the C011t.raf't it is expreSh)Y 

stated that he was to take me M far us Jebel-c'

Nur and Mnrghnta Sho'eib, and that if I bad not 

happened to go to Madian (Midian) in the steamer, 

I might have required. him to take me as far n8 

Marghara Sho'eib. He admitted this, and sairl h(' 

had no thougllt of bringing the matt Pf LeforI' t1tf' 

Consul, but would be satisfied witll whatcvC'r I said 

amI did. All he desired was to gi \'e me f:.atisfac

tion, and to obtain a te<; timonial from rut', which 

would let the world know that he is not dead, but 

that he is the same Abu Nabut who accompanied 

Lepsius on his travels, &c. I So all this is settled 

in the most amicable way possible. 

lIn substantiatIOn of Abu Nabut', a6i1erUon, I may quote the 
following from Profesoo.or LepBlu8'S" Letten from EsYpt," p. 2)2 -

"We ha.ve now I &etvant from Den, the capital of Lower Nublll, 
~ho 8peab tolera11y good Itahan, Ie UUtIUltad and intelllgellt., aud 
18 a great 88IIiftance to me in &Cql4lring a knowledge of htl own 
dIalect, the Mah8.H. 1 have IIOmettmee tormtmted him wIth ques
tiOn. in the boat for five or B1X entire hours in one day, for it 18 110 
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Februm'Y 3·-It did not raill when we retired to 

rest Ia.c;t night, aud I was ill hopes it would be fine, 

as tlJC H glass" is rising a little; but in the morn

ing before daylight it hegan to , niu again most 

heavily. TLis is dreadfully annoying and distress

illg to me, as the del,LY is so important. At tbe 

same time there i1:t this cOIl!.olatioD, that it cou

vlIlces me more aud morc that the Scripture 

nceount of tIl(' Delivery of the Law does not de

sCl'lbe a mert' thund cr<"tol'll1. The Israelites with-

out tents coultl lIever ha, e witiH,toou it. It is now 

nine o'clock, nlld we cannot r.tnl't yet. It is very 

ull fortunatc, for I W(LIlt to I.e dowll ou the Red Sea 

(at AkaLrt) 011 the twcllty-fil'::.t day of the mOOD, 

Friday or Sat.ul'llay nex t, in anler to II itncss the 

pLenomena (,OlTcsl'olHling to thuse of the pasMge 

of the Isra~ites throngll the sen. I :l.m liOW nfraid 

1 shall not he thc1'e in time. Thus olle is the slave 

uf cil'cumstanc('s; or rnt Ler, we en-nnat control 

el'(,ll~. which arc :It the uispo'>ai of One aLm'c us. 

~1U.\11 t lUllble lor botlt of u~ 10 unU<l18I.at,tl c" ... lt otller about yraJu
lllJ.tKni forma and IItfl~CtIUU" H l' ItJ.s, lit .Itt~· r.th:, at the M ille time 
.1cqnil'l:!u mUl e ~9~("t fot ill~ OWII IUlIguu,,:(l, here ~vcrywhere eOIl
Mdl'rru bad ano.lmfellvr tv tI.c A1UbIC, all l\ "Iud. It I" tbo~ht olle 

O~llt rather t.o be tuthamed of." 
Alld ou page l41, when uUmlwg to lh~ "Wadi N uba" of tbe maps, 

he fmys-" Neither our N ublaa sen nul.. Abme,l, a native of the dis
Irlet of Derr, nor all) oft.be pt'oJlle '\\ 00 ure ~ettloo In the country, 
IUC aelluai.nteJ. wiUt thu lI.mIc." 
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All that I now long for is, that I may get down to 

the Red Sea in time. 

Seeiug there was little chancp of its beillg fine, 

we made up OUl; minds at eleven o'clock to start. 

So we had a hurried lunch, loaded the camels, and 

W('Te off in the rain. My takhterawdn Imd its cot· 

ton and then its oilcloth cover put on; but as the 

rain came princIpally in my face, I had to put up my 

11mbrella, and wrap IIp my le~ in my railway rug. 

My overcoat I had alr(>ady put on, so that I ma.u

nged pretty comfortably, though it wns miserably 

cold. Before starting, Sheikh Mohammed ibn lJat 
remarked, that whenever he was asked who disl'o

vel'ed Jebel-e'-Nul' he would answer" Hakim Beke." 

'Vhen we started we werc among the cloud", 

which we got in part clear of as we descendctl. 

Approaching Jebel-e'-Nur-or, as I shall now call 

it, "Mount Sinai" - it stood out mnjcstically be

fore us, but with at least half its height enveloped 

in, and hidden from us by clouds. The views of 

this mountain are far more i1?lpofling than those of 

the to traditional Mount SinaL" It stands out quite 

distinctly. and might have been viewed an round 

by the Israelites encamped at its base-that is to 

say, towards this side, fromewhich they must have 

approached it coming from the south. 
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It was only just 2 P.M. wheu the Sheikh came to 

propose that we should stop aud encamp. 'Ve wel'f' 

far from as low down as we were on January 31 ; 

out he said that it was a good sa.ndy spot, where 

we should be dry, alHl thi~ we should Dot be at the 

lowcr station. So at 2. I 5 P.M. we sto,Vped. It had 

cleared up a little Oll the road, though I Cfm hardJy 

towy we wcre free from a thick mist ; but scarcely 

were the tents pitched when it Legan raining agaiu. 

'Ve have descended aLout two huudred and fifty 

feet frolO the last station. OIl opelliug Illy port

manteau, I found the water had entered it, owiug 

t.o its having Leen loaded bottom upwards Oll 

the camel. I have tolJ. Hashim to look to this III 

future. 

There is not much we can do here to-day; but 

I am tha.nk.fu~ we are eo much nearer the head of 

the Gulf of A.kaLa, I am assured by the Sheikh 

that we sh.?-ll be there to-11W1'1'OW";' but I doubt it. 

I must rema.in at the heaJ. of the Gulf till the time 

of the moon correspol,Ldillg to that of the passage 

of the Israelites. It will make 0.11 import1Ult feature 

of mY.lI.arrative, as being a. 'matter 0/ fact. If I 
were to leave beforehand, it would be matter of 

speculation and opinit1n, "Whereas by l'emaining I ,- . 
slmll hav.e jt,JtJts to narrate. 
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February 4. - Bl.'tt(>r wrather thi~ moruillg. 

though it is very eloudy awl threatening. Ln"t 

ll ight I IHl-d fl. long talk with :Milne abuut the re· 

suIts of Illy jouGncy. He does not a.t all like our 

returning without a volcano. I say tha.t the volcfl.llo, 
tbongh almost a vita.l ohjeet with me. is ill truth 

but of secondary importance. My desire is to ill

tcrpret the Scripture Hif>tory truly. I believed I 

should find :L volcano where I placed Mount Sinai, 

1 find the ".Mountain of Light," but llO volcano. 

I am therefore bOllud to confrs!; that I was in 

error as regards the phYl:>ieal character of Mount 

Sinai, and that the nppen-ranees mentioned ill 

Scripture w('re as little vokanic as they were tem

pestuous. Milne, who looks at the mattrl" in a purely 

scientific point of view, Rays he \\'oul(l find a. yol 

cano first, and theu endeavour to sre if I·he Scrip

ture H:story coulJ. be fiLted into it But this I 

cannot do. Even at the cost of the total prostrutioH 

of mind I must believe in the Scripture History, nun 

dare Dot twist it to suit my own views. I am like 

the Roman Catholic: I must not allow rca."on to 

interfere with my belief. The result however lR, 

that to satisfy my companion-and I cannot deHY 

some doubts of my own still-I have decided on 

going a little way up \Vauy AWl'an. to--da.y, and 
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sending Milue nlone to the top of it, to sec wlto.t 

hc can scc in that direction. 

To·morrow, plea.~e God, we will go down to 

Aknba. Accordingly, we started at- 8.15 A.M., and 

at nine o'clock wc passed our encampment of 

January 31st, Soon after this we saw one of our 

Beduins fetch water out of a rock I'Ve were 

passing under the east end of Mount HligLir, when 

J saw a man carrying a zC'rnzmwiyeh aud a tin can 

ascelld the mOlllltaill, stepping from stone to stone 

tin IJe came to an immense mass of rock as uig as 

a hou!\{', unto the top of which h~' a:-3ceHdcd, aud 

then began hull ing the wflter out with his can and 

fi lling his zemzerniyeh. Tbollglt we could not Rec 

it from below, thetc was cvil..1<!lldy a hoBow in the. 

upper surface of the rock wLere the mill,water 

a('cumuh~tcd; alld hcillg known to tlw people here, 

it serves them as a suppJy.l 

At 10.30 A.M. wc came to the juuctiou of 'Vady 

Amran with 'Vady !them (Etham},2 when a long 

talk took place between Auu Nabut alld Sheikh 

Mohammed, accompanied with gesticulations and 

cries, in which half a dozen others joined; the up-

shot being that the Sheikh wanted to be paid more. 

'Ve were now gvlDg into the country of another 

I Exod. xvii. 6. I EXl)d. xiii. 2(), 
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trihe, alld they wanteu coffet~, tobacco, and motU'y, 

and Abu Nabut had none of them; nnd n deal 

morp, When I was appea.led to, I said that all I 

wanted was to. be taken up \Vaely Amran, ill 

ftccorrlance with the Khedive's firma.n. If the 

Sheikh refuRed to take me, I should return to Misr 

and tell the Kh6dive. I had not}ling more to sa)'. 

So, ufter some more qutl.ITeJling betu'een the two, 

we went OD, and in an how' came to a lmlt. 

It was now a question as to my iutciltion. Dill 

I mean to go further up the valiey to·mOITOW 1 If 
80, they must send down to Akaba for rice a1ul 

other supplies. I Ilnswpred, "No:" but that nfecr 

luncheon Mr. Milne would go up the valley, ano 

look at the rocks, &c., and to-morrow, please Gotl, 

we would nll go down to Akaon. This arrangement 

gave genera} satisfaction, and at Lalf·past twelve 

Milne weut off on foot ,~ith one Beduin. Hashim 

caught cold yesterday (I don't wonder at it) and is 

unable to go. The Sheikh was most amiable. He 

said he was ready to do everything out of respect 

for me; but, when it came to the scratch, he would 

do nothing. He says that he is not now the Sheikh, 

but my serva.nt, and B great deal more-thefin mot 
being tha.t he wanted som6 tobacco. I ga.ve him 

two packets; and as Milne's guide, a. worthy old 
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fellow, who accompanied. him all all Lis excurSIOns, 

is always begging for tobacco, I gave him a packet 

" on the quiet" to give to the old ma.n on the road. 

It is surprising how I bear all th~ knocking about 

and rough weather; for I am, thank God, pre tty 

well. The other day, as I was hammeriug at some 

sUHles, I hurt my fiuger, but I strapped it up im

mediately with some of Mr. Maw's sticking-plaster, 

and it is alll'igh t again. 

3.30 p.M.-Milne retumcu mUl:h sooner than we 

either of Uf;; expected. He scelDS to havc come to 

the end of the granitc, where the sandstone begius, 

bu t has seen no siglls of any volcanoes. Therefore 

"Mount Sillai a volcmw" must be given up. 'Vhilst 

out, he heard two guns fired. They must have been 

from the Amraui Btl(luins, in whose couutry we now 

are, and whose fires we saw on the mouutains ou 

our right hand as we came along the valley. 

The dispute between Abu NaLut and Sheikh 

Mohammed was about the claim the Amrani will, 

or may, make for our being on their ground, and 

the end of it was that Abu Nabut agreed to pay 

thirteen dollars (five-franc pieces) for one day. 

'Ve have not seell' any of them yet, but they will 

come down, no doubt .• Our Beduius will keep watch 

to-uigbt for iell< of accideuts. J .hall now be glad 
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to get away from these parts awl JOWIl to AkaLa 

As far as the result of my journey is concerueo, I 

must l>e satisfied with the discovery of Jelu:l-e'-Nlil' 

as the true" MOllnt Sinai," just where I originally 

consiJered it must be situated, east of the Gulf of 

Aka-bn..' The volcanic theory I must abandon. But 

I trust I have done enough to satisfy the wotlll 

gt!llerally, and the subscribers to my cxpedition in 

particulllr. 

Tbe Ihrra Radj!!\. of Yakut must he much further 

to the east. Perhaps the voIcalloc~ seen by Irhy 

and Mangles helong to it; but that is no longer my 

nffl\ir. The American Palestine Exploration Fund 

Expedition will in due course of time attend to thi s. 

My work is nearly dOllC. I cn.nnot but feel regrpt 

at not finding all my views to be confirmed, but 1 

must be thankful indeed to find that I am right as 

far as the m.ain point is concerned. 

I must tell you that all the Sheikhs wear red gar

ments, which arc given to them by the Khedive, both 

the Aluwin and our Tow:i.ra, in whose hands I hope to 

be to-morrow. These are a very decent lot,on account 

of their immediate proximity to Egypt, and from 

their having during 80 many generations had the 

I Bee "Ori!ti1l.e8 Bibli<l4lllt" pp. 194. 195, L01ldon, 18)4; and 
•• Motlll.t Sinai a V oleauo,- p, +to 
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A.M., and about nine o'clock the soodle of my hind 

camel began to give way; so I had to get out of the 

takhtcrawdn to haye it put in order. J fancy they 

have changed the camel. As the camels walk their 

Jeaders and dri\'ers cry out" HottLi," which meaus 

" li ft up your feet," or, .. tlLke care; " and they urge 

them on by cry ing out, .. Hait, hait 1 arr-rig 1 " 

At 9.20 WP. ('arne to tbe junction of Wad), ILhem, 

where we saw Jebel Baghir, that is, "Mount Sinai," 

r ight in front of us. This immense mountain is 

seen in all dircctiolJs. J llst below the junction we 

came on a large stone covered with a long Cufic in

scription. Our cook's camel having strayed a little 

out of the wny while he wa.s walking all foot, 

he went after it close to the rock, when hc saw this 

stone and tOld Milne of it. Milne sellt to tell me, 

but I, having no idea of anything of the sort, ima

gined that it meant he had been writing 0 1' drawing 

something. So I called out to him to ask if ho 

wanted me, and on his replying" No," which lJe 

did under the supposition that I did not care to 

stop, I went OD. But soon after learniug what the 

'fact really was, I turned back, nud aaked Milue to 

ma.ke a sketch of it, whi.ch he did. I dism~mnted 
and ' examined the inscription, but · could ma.ke 

nothing of it. I should have had difficulty in doiug 
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80, even bad I known the character, the Ictter8 

being very slightly incised, and they are in part 

covered over with some other c118.racters, which are 

perhaps intended for rude Cufic. These being of 

later date, are of lighter colour than the original 

inscription, which itself, again, is lighter than the 

stone. The inscription is on the west or front side 

of the stone, which is alBo written Oil, on the south 

side. The stone stands on t}1C right-hand sirle 

(east) of the 'Vady, just below the junction. As 

this i8 Oil a now frequentetl road to Petra, it i8 

strangc that it should ncver 1Ia\'e l,een noticed 

before. Abu Nauut has passed it no less than 

fifteen times with European travellers, and Hashim 

tn-ice. 'Vc too, did llOt see it as we went up t.o 

H Mount Sinai," and had it not been for Ibrahim's 

camel str:q'iug. it is pretty certain we should havc 

missed it tIle second time. As it happens, the 

stone, if not the inscription, is now secured. I am 

told of another stolle on thc other side of the 'Vady, 

a little lower down, but it was not. till after we had 

gone by it, and I did not care to return It second 

time. 

At 11.45 we passed the wall across the 'Vlidy, 

which is not so high a!I I thought, being ouly seven 

feet; but the parts nellfcst to the mountain are 
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higher. 'Vo came down to Akaba more quickly 

than we went up, reaching a very nice spot at a 

little distance north of Akaba at 2. IS P.M. We 

encamped in the midst of a date grove close to tho 

sea, and not far from the head of the gulf. 

My first task was to go down to the sea to sec 

how the tide was:. From 2.30 to 3.30 it seemed at 

Jt stand-still-Iow water; lJUt when J went down 

at four o'clock, it had been rising. I marked low 

water with some stones, and 1 shall watch high 

water to· night. There seems to be very little tide, 

and if 1 can make it out to-day and to-morrow 

morning, 1 think of starting for Suez to-morrow. 

The palms here grow most luxuriantly, and as I 

said when 1 was here before, fr01'lh water is found 

a foot deep close to the S('Il. This shows there i R 

a powerful watercourse here like as at, Z1111&, in 

Aunesley Bay, namely, the united wftdies Ithem 

and Amran. 

Our tents were ha.rdly pitched when the Muhafiz 

and his officers came to welcome us and to heal' 

the news. We told them all about our discovery of 

It Mount Sinai," the inscriptions, and so on, to their 

great surprise and gratification. '1 bad. coff~ served, 

of course, and while they were drinkwg it, Sheikh 

Mohammed came in, and walking to the upper part 
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of the tent, sat down on Mr .. Milne's portmantetlU, 

there being no room elsewhere, for he did not dare 

to sit upon our beds above us, and the lower places 

were all already taken. His son (:a.me in too, and 

squatted on my portmanteau. Abu Nabut and the 

Sheikh of the Towura stood at tbe door; and theu 

commeuced a solemn Kalam a bout the H almighty , 
dollRr." They talked so hunl and fast that I 

t.hought it time to interfere, and to say that t.his 

Leiug no uusiness of mille, it ought Hot to tnke 

place ill my teut. Whereupon they went out tu 

finish their t.alk. 1t is fi\'e o'clot:k, however, and 

they have uot dOlle yet--thc end of it beiug that 

Abu Nabut came Lo me to oC'g as a favour that I 

would give him more mOllC'y. I gave him tell 

Napoleons, nnd, with t\\'o puuuJs' worth of small 

money, I L!:lade up ten }Iouuds, which he accepted 

most thankful1y, HS IH.! f.\;tid 110 fouud himself in It 

difficulty with this ex tra t:Large-for which he 

uught to have providetl. I am HOW cleared out . 

As he has given me no receip t for the thirty 

pounds he hna hau duriug the journey, I got him to 

acknowledge it in my companioll's presence, whu 

tben gave we n wrrtten declaration to that effect. 

There is Borne question of Tniya.h.n and Terabiu 

Al.'al.l8, through -whose territories we hnve to pass 


