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before getting into that of our frienus the Tuwaras. 

Abu Nabut tells me that he wilJ Poxplain all to me 

when he gets away from this place. He ha.a been 

away making purchases for the retul'll journey; but 

to-lHorrow wc do not start. 1 cannot make m-y 

ouservations here in less time than the' whole of to

morrow. IlldeeJ. I ought to remain another day, 

hut I shall mnnngc not to do so. 'Vc havc three 

soldiers picketed by our tents I In the evening 1 

watched the tide, ~llld found it at its highest at 9.1 5 

P.M., as it seemed to me. It was about the same 

hour that the moon ro))e. It was a lovely llight, as 

still a.nd calm as a lake, and the glass is rising, 80 

that it promises to be fair. 

Febl'uary 6.-Bcforc 4 A.M. I was up and out ou 

the beach to ouserve the tide. I was quite alolle, 

nobody being about, Lut I could see the soldiers 

squa.tting rOlilld their fire. Of course they saw me, 

but took no noLice. I stayed by the sca till four 

o'cJpck, whell it seemed to me that the tide began 

to turn. It was low water when I weut out on the 

Leach, and, as is always the case, there is an inter

val, more or less long, when the wl1.ter neither rises 

nor falls. The distance between"high tl.nd low water

marks is only six yards, and 'the rise and fall of the 

tide, as far as I eould estima.te itJ does not exceed 
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three or four feet. In rough weather, or at spring 

tides, the beach is covered BOrne sixteen yards more. 

H was a most exquisite mornmg, the sea more still, 

if possible, than it was when I left it last night, 

wit.h a high moon overhead and Veuug shining 

LrightIy cIos~ to her. I wish I had the command 

of lu.nguage, wouldu't I say something fine 1 

I returned to bed without disturbing l\1ilne, 

though he says that he heard me either when 

going out or coming in; but he does not trouble 

himself when not called au to do so. In this he is 

n perfect" BoldaJo." This moming he is off at 8 

A.M. to visit the long-talked-of lIfaglw·f(t.' 'Ve 

have found it at last. I was dreadfully afraid it 

would turn out to be nJl talk, and that therefore I 

might appear to Imve made a wrong representa

tion in my. letters to Sir 'Valter Trevelyan and 

to Mr. Paulett Scrol!c, and others. But, thank 

God, there the ca've is, close to the head of the sea, 

as is stated ill Exodu~. I It will take him all the 

day to go and return. I had wanted him to help 

me with my observations, and to take the time of 

nooo from the sun; but I must now do the best 

I can by myself. The" sun" must be taken on 

the journey, as he cat-rics the azimuth compass 
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with him for use. After he was gOlle I tried to 

take an observation with the boiling-point thermo

rueter, but could not do it with the Royal Geo

graphical Society's new-fangled apparatus. It is 

just as it was with us in Abyssinia. So I put the 

tubes and things aside, and boiled- my thermo

meter in the water itself, as I used to do Oll both 

occasions whell I was in Abyssinia. I Jid it well 

enough theIl, and so I have done it now! I have 

got a day of comparative idleness before rue, 80 I 

think I ahall begin writing a letter to the" Times," 

to be sent from Suez as soon as I arrive there. 

II A.M.-In the miust of my work I have left 

off to go down and look at the sea ugu.i u. It is 

really m:lJ:vcllous. The calm is absulute, null the 

tide goes gently rUllniug down with scarcely uuy 

movement. The beach shelves gently out, aud 

may bc SCCIl for a considerable distance under the 

clear water-every stone of the shiuglc being dis

tinctly visibl..:. I ima.giuc the tide CU.ll have had 

very little effect on j he passage of the Israelites. 

I had entered this iu my diary as the day of the 

I encampment by the Red Sea,' and the I Passage' 

.. having taken place this vety uight. I think I 

ha.ve made a miBtake in nty calculation, and that 

to-morrow is the daJl. If ~ nnd myself in error 



EEDUIN STORIES. 449 

when I get back to England, I shall only have to 

add the difference of three-quarters of an hour. 

Everything is 80 completely without variation one 

day from another, that it is ne!er worth while 

wasting twenty-four hours. 

Poor Capta.in Sciassar had very different weather. 

It continued so rough after we left Akaba ana 

started inland, that the boat could not reach 

the beach, and he had to swim, off to his ship 

After this he went only as far as the anchor

age behind Pharaoh's Island. 'Vhether he re

mained there a day, or continued his voyage 

on the following day, I cannot make out; but 

I fancy he went all in the course of January 

31. Anyhow he will not have morc than 

reached Suez by this time with my letters. I 

have omit~d to say, Umt on the way down 

Wady lthem yesterday, we p .... d on the Icft side 

a rock with several round holes in it, perhaps a 

foot in diameter, and as much or more deep, with 

still more numerous smaller holes, two or three 

inches across. The story is, that in one of the 

larger holes, a Beduin of Tor (Peninsula. of Pharan) 

found a jar containing gold and silver, which he 

carried away with him ~ alld that the smaller holes 

have beeD made by Beduins of the conntry, ill the , , 
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hope of finding other treasurco 1 Milne says that 

the holes are natural, being caused by the weather

ing and diointegration of the granite; and I my

self saw with ],im one part of the rock in which 
• 

the process was going on 011 a large scale. 

2.30 p,M.-I am now occupied 'Yith the title, 

as it will soon be low water. But there is a little 

wind, anel the S('ll. is lIO longer <;0 calm, though 

still it must be called quite smooth. Abu Nubut 

has got some beautiful fibh caught h('re: some are 

a bright scatlet and otllCrs a beautiful blue, and 

bot~ kinds are a foot long and morc. There arc 

none like them at Suez they say, ouly in this---tLIJ 

sea that the Beni Israel passed lhrough, as th0Y 

arc already lcarning to say! It will be a case of 

" Haran" ill a vcry short time. This morning, whcn 

I went out to look at the tide, sOIlle lal'f1e crows {md 

a ravcn flew across my path on the left hanel, and 

alighted on the shore at my light! Is this lucky 1 

'Vhile I was down on the beach in the after

noon, a fellow with a gun shot one of the ravens 

on the wing, and crippled him. I did Dot ace the 

result, but I conclude that he ran after his prey, 

and killed the bird: more shame for him I The 

Haz Bashi came in, and Faa very anxious about 

Milue's keeping a.way so long. I do not know what 
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arrangement Abu Nabut made with him, but I 

fan cy, nay, I am Bure, the old va.gabond wanted me 

to make him a. present. He talked of having him

self given him two pounds of cg.ndles, and l\.S I 

happen to have brought a pound in my trunk in 

case of a.ccidillts, I got them out and gave them to 

the officer's little boy, a. nice quiet litt le f!hild. who 

comes always with his father, and who is dressed 

up in a Haz Rashi's uniform. 'Vhat the Muhafiz 

wants of me is, that I should say u. word in hi!; 

favour with the Khc(live, which I will willingly do. 

lIe and his officers have LdlfLveu extremely well. 

They have had long talks nbout Moses fl.ml Pharn.oh, 

according to the Kortl.n version of the story,l which 

I mcan to make usc of. 'Vlc11 the Haz Basili took 

leave of me, he rcquested that ODe of the soldiers 

might be .sent to him immediately on Milne's 

return to inform him of it. 

It was not till six o'clock that Milne enme back, 

heartily tired with a jourl)ey twi (;e as long as be 

Lad anticipated. His Jay, he said, had been thrown 

away : there was no maghal'a, llot hing in fact to 

see. But when I came to inquire particubIS, I 

found that there is 6 If maghara," though he does 

not Ctu'e to call it 011e ;.but he has made a sketch 

I DClIIll't of lh~ EXoUUB. AI'I~lltli~ C., 1'· 533. 
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of it. which will be one of the most effective in my 

book t He bas also made n. sketch of Pharaoh's 

Island, with "Mount Sinai" towering beyond it, 

and appearing p.s if it stood directly a.bove it, 

wherea.~ it is on the opposite side of the sea I But 

what is morc important by far is, thot he bas seen 

a. sa1t marsh at the head of the Gulf, over which 

the sea somf'times runs, wit.h a passage of dry land 

bcillJeen the two. Here it is that the Israe1ites 

passed 11 I must go and sec this to·morrow. 

This will make us a day longer perhaps; but this 

I must not care for. I may, in spite of myself as 

it were, be placed, on the twenty-first day of the 

moon, on the very Bpot from which the Passage of 

the Israelites through the Red Sea took place I I 

feel that I am not my own master in all this. I 

plan ODe thing, and circumstances happen to alter 

my plana. H Man proposcs, and God dibposcs." 

Febru,,,.y 7.-Tru1y I may aay this. The wind 
got up so much yesterday eveniDg that it was 

quite useless to think of going out to observe the 

tide, as it depends so greatly on the wind that all 

resu1ts are quite arbitrary. In ordinary times the 

difference between high and- low water on the 

beach is only about six Ji8Xds, and the rise and 

1 bod. :Kiv. I, 21, :22. 
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faU four feet. I turned in last night before nine 

o'clock, and Boon fell fast asleep; but a.bout 

I I P.M. I was awakened by the wind knocking 

the side of my tent against my bed, so I got up, 

struck a. light, and moved my bed. I looked 

out, but could see nothing, it being very dark, 

and the wind blowing fearfully. I returned to 

bed. but in about half an hour, before I could 

get to sleep, Milne called out, "Look out, Doctor, 

my side of the tent has come down on me, and the 

whole will fall on you if you don't take care." 

On this I at once got up and dressed myself as 

well as I could in the dtlrk, putting on everything 

in order to be ready for a rush. The tent still kept 

up, and as soon as I was dressed I went out, and 

caned Abu Nabut. He roused all his people, and 

they Boon came to the rescue. The storm was now 

worse than ever, and had they not brought 

immediate assistance, the tent would surely have 

gone over. As it was, they lashed the centre pole 

with a thick rope to a date tree close by, Loth at 

the top and in the middle, and strengthened the 

tent ropes by tying them .11 together. They did 
their work very cleverly, as we could see in the 

morning. 

When the tent W88 righted, a lantern waa 
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brought into it, and by this light we pnckcd 

up all our things o,s quickly o.s we coulu. Auu 

Nabut talked of taking down the tent altogether, 

but by means of'ropes and extra cords we managed 

to keep it up in its place, so that after a while we 

were au1e to returll into it and lie do,"u. 

But iu the meallwhile what :J. scene of confusion 

anu hurror-really horror it was. The wind blew 

iUost terrifically, and drove the saud with such vio

lence that wc were liLerally smothered wi t.h it: and 

it cut 80 too I A curious fact was noticed, Immely, 

that the in tensity diruinishcd the higher it Wtl~ 

above tIle ground. When we were stooping to our 

portmanteaus it more than half blinded us, besidc.~ 

actually bruising the &kin; but wbell we stood up 

it. was our legs that suHcred instead of our faces. 

The sea was perfectly wild, coming up far abovc 

the ordlliary limi ts. When I first. went out to 

call Abu Nabut I witnessed a singular sight. 

The wind was blowing f1'om the south, err south

west, which llatum.lly heaped the waters up iu 

our direction , so that th~ ran up the beach, and 

filling the hollow ground bellind, left a tongue 

of dT1l land betwe", the tWo. This, os the 

8torm increased, and the \va.ters also rose, was 

soon covered; but when I first saw it tM. water 
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was on both sides of tlw land! How foreiLly 

then and wonderfully did this portray and confirm 

the Bible narrative (Exod. xiv.). 

I had been telling Abu Nabutt last night about 

this being the anniversary of the passage of the 

hraelites, and the destruction of Pharaoh; and 

the first thing he did when he came to me wa."! to 

l'emind me of what I had said; and he has since 

constantly spoken of this as" Pharaoh's night." I 

IJelieve he thiuks me something wonuerful, and as 

knowing things that no onc else docs. The effect of 

the dry sand and wind was such that my mouth 

:md throat were quite parched, nuu I had to ask 

101' some water to drink. .Milne quite indepen

deutly of me did the same. ·While they were 

getting our tent in order, we went and sat down 

in the other tent in the dark. Through all the 

strain put on it, our good t ent did not give 

way anywhere; but that of Abu Nabut was, how

ever, much torn in more than one place. 

Such a night I think I never experieneed in my 

life. As the day approached the storm abated some

what, but it was still raging when I rose at seven 

o'clock. I felt myself quite unwell and unnerved, 
• and on Abu Nabut's coming to me for instructions as 

to what was to be done, saying, that if we remained 
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at Akaha, the tents must be moved into BOrne 

sheltered place, I told him that he might pack up 

and be oft' at oncc, as I did not intend to remain a 

moment longer .• Nothing could be observed in 

such weather, and therefore I had no object in re· 

maining; besides, I had to consider' Milne, who 

wanted to be back in England by a certain time. 

Naout was only too glad to be off. and set to work 

instantly to strike the tents. 

Now came the leave-taking. The old man 

who has accompanied Milne on his excursions 

wanted to be paid, as was only right; but 

Abu Nabut had left me without money, so I 

emptied my purse, containing some five shillings, 

into the corner of the old fellow's cloak. He 

was Dot satisfied, but had to be, for I could give 

him no more. Tllcn came Sheikh Mohammed, 

who begged me, when I saw the Khedivo--Effen~ 

dina-to say that he kissed his feet. and had only 

been too happy to obey his commands in attendiug 

to me. For His Highness's sake he had allowed 

the Towlira with their camels to come into his 

country; onlYt in future, he would suggest in the 

m06t delicate way .in the world that the Tow"'" 

.hould bring .~ ',to Ahba only, and that 

from thenee th. A10lwfD <!bould have the BUpply of 
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these amiable creatures. This latter part wa.s in

tended for the British Consul, to whom he sent his 

sal:tma. As for me, he said he was delighted to 

have known me, and to have beea of use to me in 

discovering" .Mount SinaL" And so, after shak

ing hands an round, a.Dd wishing me all kinds of 

good fortune, Sheikh Mohammed, with aU his 

" tag-rag and bob-tail," rode away up the moun~ 

tains. It wns now the turn of the M uhafiz. He 

was profuse iu Ilia compliments, as I was in mine, 

of course; and the end of it was, that he asked me 

to give him a silver watch as n remembrance of 

me, and said that if I put it in the hands of the 

Consul, it would reach llim ill safety! I assured 

him tiJat, " I wished he might get it ;" and so we 

parted on the most friendly terms. There was 

then a long kahhn with Abu NaLut, to the effect 

that, as I imagine, I was handed over into the safe 

keeping of the Sheikh of the Towara, who is to 

convey me to Suez and Cairo. 
Akaba might be made a large ~ity-was one, in 

fact, ill former times. Like Adulis, it is at the 

mouth of n. large watercourse, so that it has 

water all the year 'round; and its numerous date· 

trees show how luxuriant vegetation of almost 

every kind might be mad. here. With water, 
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anything may be done in these countries. I shall 

suggest this to the Khedive. 'Vhy, too, should 

not the Port of Akaba he utilised, as in the time of 

Solomon? I 

At length, at 9 .20 A.M., we were off on our way 

home. But before starting Abu Nabut showed me 

that he deserved his nickname (' the Man wi th a 

St.ick ') by giving one of our Beduins a good 

thrashing, though they Boon made it up. It 
was now a fine morning, though the Bea was 

still remaining very high. There was no saying 

anythillg about the tide. I could see that the water 

had been more than ten yarus above high water

mark, and yet it hardly seems to be quite high 

water even now. 

On leaving Akaba we went along round the head 

of the Gulf, under some sand banks thrown up by 

the sea. Date palms a.nd other vegettl.tioll covered 

the Arabah to some distance inland. By Ilnd by 

we came to the commencement of n snIt marsh 

which extends some way up the Arabah. We first 

passed below a pool of salt water some thirty or 

forty yards from the sea; and t,hen another larger, 

which Milne saw yesterday, and which therefore 
• 

l I Kinge iL 26. See Captain Burton'lI forthcoming work, " The 
Gold MinN of Midian." 
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was not caused by last night's storm; then we 

passed a third, huger still, and nearer. They an 
scem on a somewhat higher level than the sea, o.nd 

to have formecl by the water being washed over by 

wind and tide. But presently we came to a little 

51 ream rUllIfing across our path from the sea where 

the ground was lower. It now threatcned to rain; so 

J thought of wrapping myself up, and asked for my 

railway rug; but it "'fiS missing. It was evidcnt1y 

stolcn last night by one of thc Beduins dming t he 

('on fusion. 

As we approached t hc western side of the head of 

the Gulf we had on ourright hand a fl at waste of salt 

marsh, pools of wLich were almost in our path, the 

sand bei lJ g so rotten tl13t a stick could easily be thrust 

a yard down. Tim rains from the mountains run 

into this marsh, amI thence find their way into the 

sea. I doubt Hot that the whole of this marsh for

merly formed part of the sea, which consequently 

must have extended further to the north, and the 

road on which we went may then have formed lL 

shallow or reef. All this may possibly affect the 

passage of the Israelites. Thero was a salt eftlor

cseence on the ground here and there a little way 

from UB. 

At J I A.M. we reached the western Bide of the 
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crOWD. Between those two pla.ces there is an ex

posure of a whitish limestone, about a quarter of 

a mile in length. In parts this is quite white. but 

the bulk of it is of a yellowish tinge. As it nears 
• 

the granite rocks of Jesirat Fir'6n it slopes up-

wards, as if Jorming a flank to them. '1'hese arc 

very noticeable from their tilted position and their 

uright pink colour. '1.'he exposed limestone in one 

place may be at least 600 feet 11igh, formillg with 

its cliff and talus an imposing object. It varies 

considerably in texture, being in places compact 

and hard, and in others apparently carthy: these 

latter baving intercalated with them several hard 

bands two or three feet thick. Part of it contains 

irregularly disseminated light yellowish Hints. 

" There was no eave seen in this limestone on 

the very. cursory examination I could give it, 

simply passing by at a distance probahly of n. 

quarter to half a mile; hut their existence is Dot 

improbable, from the fo.ct that when on our journey 

from Akaba to Suez, we came to the continuation 

of the same rock, and saw in it, on the face of the 

clift', sevBrallarge cavernous openings. From their 

height 'above we .could not reach them, and the 

whole was 80 ahut in .bl other rocka that the por
tion visible wns very lithited. 



462 DiSCOVERY OF JJfOUNT SiNAi. 

«The chief mot.ive for my not paying tllis lime

stone p:lrticular attention was, tha.t I was on my 

wa.y to a spot which the people at Akaba descrihed 

as a Afaghara, or cave, but which in fact (if my , 
guides took me to the right place), is notLing more 

than a niche formed by two overhanging granitic 

rocks opposite Jesirat Fir'6n, which, in our accept.'l.

tion of the word C cave: can hardly be considered flS 

suell. About ten yn.rds distant from it is a. notice

able outlier, also granitic, in appearance resembling 

one of the outstanding' needles' so common on 

the English I?oast . 

.. February 7.-Aftcr leaving the Gulf of Akaba 

the road slopes upwards, amongst mouuds of debris, 

right and left, and under your feet YOll notice 

fragments of granitic rocks, and also of limestone, 

indicative of wb\t is to be found above. After 

about two hours tra.velliDg between much decom

posed granitic rocks, we came on the limestone nt 

about 1000 feet elevation, and after continuing a 

short distance up the valley, with the limestone on 

our left, and granitic rocks on the right, t]le road 

turns suddenly to the left between bigh cli.ffs of 

limestone, where we encamped.. In the right hand 

cliff (north) were the co.-ves,. already mentioned 011 

the 6th instant. This limestone has all the appear-



TilE ENTRANCE TO 1llE CAVERNS. 463 

Ullces and physical qualities of the chalk of the 

South of Enghnd, from which it diffcrs in the fact 

that it contains bands of flint stone and not of 

flints. The thickness of these bands and their dis

tance apart vary, but they may be- taken as averag

ing four incJ1es ill thickness, and four feet apart. 

The strike of this limestone would indicate thn.t it 

is continued down towards the limestone or chalk 

seen by Ras e1 Musry, lithologically the two being 

almost identical." 

Assuming this, amI that '''ady el Mahaserat 
(Musry 1) runs down from tLe one to the other, 

then this wmly is Pi-ll3.-hiroth-the "Entrance to 

the en-verna "-and no doubt other caverns will be 

found along thc course of the wady.l [February 

'4, , 874. Charles llcke.] 

\Ve wcre not yet at the summit of the mountaiu, 

but we had a magnificent view of the bead of the 

I Exodus xiv. I. On Dr. I:!t·ke's Wr!tlllg to Mr. }.hlnc (May 7. 
1874), ao.kiug ilun whether otMr caVI08 all gIlt lIot to bc inserte,lll\ 
Illb drawing, IH! r('rh~ :-" Thc rest of the l· oles in lllBt chalk cliff 
welc too Bllmll to uo enlled. caves. and tllerefore had bet!.cr be 
omilted. But observ.· tJl!lt nlOllg the hne cf jUllctioll of the chalk 
!lud granite, which WIll l>e up tllat WII<\Y Millry, there is e\'ery 
likelihood of tllcre beillg more crlYe~ The chRlk roek htillg COil· 
torted, as Icell in the drawing, nuu 'niter, &c., perwlating throngll 
LlIe uIIllQrtion8 nnd urc!l\Rj.les, is more likdy to llroduce Cll.\'C8 there 
than elsewher.: in the IOlia lUWI8. This can be dilated on. N.B._ 
'I'hat chalk is not equI\'J'ent too OUl' chalk in flge, but only 80 
lithologically. 
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Gulf of Akab~, with f< Mount Sinai" beyond-i~ 
summit being hidden by clouds. Here we may 

well suppose Pharaoh to have seen the Israelites 

encamped by th~ sen, as we read in Exodus Xl\'. 

9, 10 :_U But the Egyptians pursued after them, 

all the horses and chariots of Pho.{aoh, and rut 
his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them 

encamping by the sea, beside Pi-hn.-hiroth, before 

Baal-Zephon. And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the 

children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, 

the Egyptin.ns marched after them." 

This is an excellent carriage rond all the way. 

At I. I 5 P.M. 'we started again, and in less than lwlf 

an hour crossed into Wady-el-Sat.kh, up which we 

went northwanJa crossing into another wady, 

wbicb they still said was Wady ol-Satkh. As we 
were now near the top of the pass, and they say 

there is no place to stop for some four hours more, 

we encamped here at 2.30 P::M.-a very short day 

-in tbe Wady el-Satkb, about balf an bour they 

say below the Ras-el-Satkb, or N'gb. Tbo road 
was & good deal improved by Abbas p~ when 
hi. mother went to Mecca, and the present Pasha 

hit also been at work upon it. 

Dr. Robinson gives the following description of 
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this part of his route from Akaba to Jerusalem :1_ 

"April 5th, 1838.-Having at last made all our 

arrangements, we left the castle of • Akabah at a 

quarter~pBSt one o'clock P.M .• '.' Our course lay 

along the head of the gulf on the Haj road by 

which we had come yesterday. At 2.40 we reached 

the foot of the western ascent, where the hills of con~ 

glomerate, which we hnd passed yesterday further 

south, sink down into a steep slope of gravel, 

extending far to the north. This we ascended 

about \V.N.\V., and nt 3.25 crossed the shallow 

Wady Khurmet el-Jurf, which runs down towards 

the right; and then came among low hills of 

crumbled granite. Beyond these there is again an 

open gra.vel slope in some parts,' before reaching 

the higher granite cliffs. At four o'clock we 

encamped .on the side of the mountain, in a narrow 

branch of the same water~course. ca.lled 'V OOy edh~ 
Dhaiyikah. From this elevated spot we had a 

commanding view out over the gulf, the plain of 

el~·Arabah. and the mountains beyond. 

"The ca.stle bore from this point S.E. by E. 

Behind it rose the high mountain el~Aahhab; and 

back of this, out 8f sight, is cl~Hi8meh. a sandy 

• 
1 "Biblical Reaaarchea in Palestine," &e., vol. i. pp. 173-175. 

London. 1'36]. 
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tract, surrounded by mouutains. But no one of 

our guides knew this latter Imme as n. gencml 

appellation for these mountains. At the south 

end of the Aslthab, the small \Vady Elteit comes 

down to the sen., having in it the ruin RUsr el

Bedawy, beaIing from here S. 40° E. ' More to the 

south the hills along the eastern eon.st aIC lower, 

having the appearanee of table land; while further 

back are high mountains, and among them the 

long ridge cn-Nukeirah. These extelld far to the 

south, and there take the place of the lower hills 
along the eonst. North of the castle the large 

WOOy el-Ithm comes down steeply from the north

enst through the mountains, forming the main 

passage from' Akauah to the eastern desert. Ey 

this wily doubtless the Israelites aseenued from 

the Red Sea in order to 'compass Edom,' and pass 

on to Moab and the Jordan. 'Vadyel-Ithm now 

bore E. 1° S., while a mountain further north, 

called Jebel el-Ithm bore E. 1° N. Then a smaller 

wady comes down named es-Sidr. To the north

wo.rd of this was Jebel e8h-8ha.'feh, N. 70° E. j and 

still further north our guides professed to point out 

Jebel esh-Sherlili by WOOy Glrurllndel. On this 

point, however, we had doubts. 

Ie Friday, April 6.-The bright morning pre-
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sentell a beautiful view of t Il e sea, sLut in among 

JDounl.aill s like a lake in Switzerlanll. The eastern 

mountains too glittered in the sun; fine, lofty, 

ja.gged peaks, much higher than .thos6 we were to 

(·limh. 'Ve set off at six o'clock, aseending 'Y.N.'Y. 

'Ve soon reached the granite bills, and entering 

among them over a low ridge, descended a little to 

the small 'VaJy er~Rizkah at 6.25. It flows to the 

left into the Musry, within sight a little below. 

Passing another slight ridge, we reached 'Vady cl
Musryat a quart,er to se,'Cll o'clock. This is a large 

wady coming down from the north obliquely along 

the slope of the Illount.aiu, and running down hy 

itself to the sea, which it was said to enter just 

north of R:1s el-Musry. Our route HOW lay up 

aluug this vnlley, winding considerably, hut on a 

general course abou t north-west. The ridge UpOll 

the left was of yellow sandstone, resting all gnmite, 

while on the right was granite auu porphyry. The 

scenery around was' wild, desolate and gloomy ; 

though less grand than we had secn already. At 

seven o'clock limestone appeared on the left; and 

we turned short from the Musry towards the left, 

into a narrow ehasm between walls of chalk with 

layers of flint. Ten minutes now brought us to 

the .foot of the steep and difficult nsceut; so that 
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this last ravine might well be termed the gate of 

the pass. The Mcent is called simply en-Nhkb, or 

el-'Arktib, both signifying' the pass' up a moun

tain; and our guides knew no other nnme. The 

road rises by zigzags along the projectiIlg point of 

a steep ridge, between two deep ravilles. It is in 

part artificial; and in some places the thin layer of 

sandstone has been cut away twenty or thirty fect 

in width down to the limestone rock. Portions of 

this work have probably been done at the expense 

of pious Mussulmans to facilitate the passage of 

the Haj. Two Arabic inscriptions on the rvck, 

one of them at the. top of the ascent, apparently 

record the author of the work. Nea.r the top is 

something like a modern improvement, a new 

road huying been cut lower down on the side of the 

ridge, rising by a more gradual ascent. • The whoJe 

road is said by l\1akrizi to hnve been first made 

by Ibn Ahmed Ibn Tulftn, Sultan of Egypt III 

A.D. 868-84 . 

.. We r{;ached the top of the steep ascent at 

eight o'clock; but continued to risc gradually for 

half an hour longer, when we came to BAs en

Nhkb, the 'proper j Head of thd Pass.' Here how

ever we had immedia.te1y to descend again by a 

short but steep declivity, and cross the head of 
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\Vady el-Kureikireh rllnning off south to 'Vady 

Taha', of which it would seem to be a main branch. 

Ascending again along a ridge at the head of this 

valley, still on a course 'V.N.'V., we bad on our 
• 

right a deep ravine called 'Vady er-Riddideh, run-

ning eastwar.J, a tributary of the Musry. At nine 

o'clock we fill ally reached thc top of the whole 

ascent, and found ourselves on the high level of 

the desert above. During the whole way we had 

many commanding views of the gllif and of el

'Arabah; which latter, o..~ seen from this di~tance, 

seemed covered in parts with a luxuriant vegeta

tion. But we had viewed it too closely to be thus 

deceived. The point where we now were afforded 

the last and one of the finest of these views. The 

castle of ' Akabah still bore S.E. by E., and the mouth 

of Wady ~l-lthm E. by S. At 9.25 we came to 

the fork of the roads, called Mufarik et-Turk, where 

the Haj route kceps straight forward, while the 

road to Gaza turns more to the right. It 

The Marquis Arconati describes fully Ras Qnreieh, 

and Jeziret el QiHeieh. 1 Bllt he says little of Akaba. 

except about the castle and its illegible iuscrip

tiOll~. S Of the \V.a.dy Arabab, in which he spent 

I Bee Diario in Arabia PI!tree. (1865) di Visconte Oiammartino 
Arconati, !Wme, 1872, po 271. 2 HJld. pp. 278--84. 
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some days, en route to PC'tra, he gives some in

teresting particulars. I 

Februar1J 8.-La..,t night Abu Nabut gave us 

some Yemen dates for dessert. He said he could 

not produce them before, or the Beduins would 

have devoured them all. He eOIDnlained most 

bitterly of their voracity. They have eaten him 

up two whole 100.\'c3 of BUg:JT, and the poor roa.n is 

ill a most indignant frame of mind about it. It 

railled hard during the night, :md I dnrc,<Iay there 

was a continuance of bad weather down beJow, so 

that we did wdl to return. I do not think we 

have had. one single fine day since we left the 

'Erin' and commeneed our inland journey. 

We started at 8 A.M., turning off from the main 

valley up a. siding, ~d in 'about two hundred yards 

came to a bridge over a deep ravine, alJove which 

tile road ascended the side of the mountain, just 

like the roads up the passes over the Alps, The 

road has been worked on like them, awl is a very 

pretty piece of engineering. I imagined it to have 

been constrncted by the present Pasha.; but I under

stand that the whole is the work of Abbas Pasha. 

Here I was told by Abu N.bnt that it would be 

lSee Diario in Arabia Petrea (I86~) di Vi,eonl.e Giammartino 
Aroouati, Rome, 1872. pp. 294, 2g6, 297, JOO, 302, 303. 



BRIDGE AT E L SATKH. 411 

-impossible for me to make the ascent in the takh· 

termvdn, so while our people were loading I walked 

on for some twenty minutes, when I sat down to 

rest. 'When the camels ca.me up I mounted the 
• 

one Milne usually rides, he pre~rring to walk a 

Jittle, and pu I rode, at first slowly for nearly 

un hour, when I came to a magnificent view of 

"Mount Sinai" (Jebel Bighir), and the he~ of 

the Gulf. On the road were stones inscribed with 

thefdtha, which I suppose served as milcston<:!s. 

The road J10W Lecllme more level, and I rode on 

Ltiskly till 9.50, when I came to the summit of 
Llle pa.<;s called Ras el Sa.tkh. At this point the 

pilgrims from Ca.iro say the jUlia (prayer) towards 

my Mouut Siuai, which is pbinly visible, and they 
• set up stones ODe upon another as memorials. The 

• mountain is here nearly enst-94" 5' by azimuth 
• 

compass. The elevation is about 2000 feet. I rested 

here a,,,hile for the otllCfS to come up, and at h31f

pn.<;t tell I got into my takltterawdn, and proceeded 

over an immense gravelly, which soon became 

Mildy plain, in n. direction a little to the north of 

west. It was nlmost perfectly barren. At twelve 

o'clock we stoppe!J. to lunch, when I set my watch 

hy the Bun, and I fO"l\ud it nearly quite right. 

At 12.40 we wcut on again over the same dreary 
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to enable me to 'write up my notes and this letter, 

which I trust you may be able to read, as luckily 

you can often read my writing when I cannot do 

so myself. I shall now have a cUjJ of tea and go 

to bed. It will be cold all the way to Suez I 

Feb1"Uary f). -It was indeed cold during the 

lIight. This morning the ground and our tent are 

covered with hoar frost, nud the thermometer stood 

at 6.30 A.M., just before sunrise, at freezing point, 

32 ~. They say that we are in danger of thieves as 

flU' as Nakhl, and so our trunks and my writing~ 

tlesk are taken evcry night into the other tent. 

With the Ha{lj ("l'ery Yl'a1', goes a man of Cairo, 

named Abu Halaweh, who knovls all the places 

where thefdtlta is to be said, ou reaching which he 

calls out with a loud voice, "Fatha, Jebel Raghir" 

-"Fitha •. 'Vady e' NUl'," and so all. And then 

all the pilgrims repeat together the first chapter 

of the KorAn, which to them is like our .. Lord's 

Prayer." It was a lovely morning, but as it was 

still very cold, I thought it better to go on walking 

than to stand still. So I went on slowly with 

Milne for an hour and a quarter dawdling and 

occasionally standing still, but always moving on. 

I Wore my Ktifiya over my cap, and continued to 

do so the whole da.y, though not on account of the 
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cold, but to keep off the sun! It turned out 1\ 

regular hot dny, which we enjoyed after the con

tinued wet and cold we have experienced hitherto. 

It is cold again, to-night, and ,Ve arc glad to have 

a fire in our tent. 

About hali-past eleven a Beduin Qf the tribe of 

Hciwi (plural Heiwat) came up to us, and wanted 

to know what we were doing 011 his ground. He 

was a little chap, armed with an old gun, though I 
doubt if he had any ammunition for it, but he haa 

lots of pluck. There seemed symptoms of a row, 

nnd our people took to their swords. 'Yhereupoll 

Abu Nabut took the matter upon himself. It ap

peared that the Ht'iiwi wanted to supply us with 

camels. Abu Nabut did not delly his right to do 

this; but said we came from Akaba on business vf 

the Effendina (Khedive), and as the~e were 110 

Heiwat there, we took Towaras. That was all 

very well, he said, but he wanted to supply us now. 

"All right," replied Abu Nabut; "have you got 

the camels here?" I. No; Imt I will bring them." 

"Bring them then," answered Abu Nabut ... I will 

to-morrow or next day." .. But we cannot wait," 

we said. "But you must wait," answered the 

HfHwi. Then with an air. of injured innocence, 

Abu Nabut came to me and requested me to note 
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~own the name of Sulci man Salim, who wanted 

to stop the Hakim Bashi travelling for the Effcu

dina, &c., &0. ThiR 1;0 frightened the fellow that 

]JC dec.-tmped. We saw a Jarge number of goats 
• 

grazing on the mountain-side dose by, and there-

fore there IUU.st be several persons there; but there 

arc liD camels, and if the Hciwi is gone to fetch 

them, we, in the meanwhile; continue our way, and 

hy to-morrow shall be off his ground I The tracks 

on the road of which I wrote yesterday are in 

part caused by Abbas Pasha having had the stones 

cleared off there when his mother went to Mecca. 

What an affectionate Ron! I fancy he had a little 

game of his own to play, :m.u made his mamma 3.U 

excuse 80 as Dot to give the Sultan cause of offence. 

In a c}lll.1k hill which we crossed to-day, he had 

had a cutti!lg made to lower the ascent. On one 

side is a. stone with an Ambic inscription ill com

memoration of it, on the other side of the cutting 

nre a Jot of inscriptions, or mther rude marks, some 

of them very much in the style of the" Sinaitic," 

or of my .. Jebel-e'-NUr." This cha.lk hill is ealled 

Jebel Maujar. On the way Milne found some 

hematite or iron Qre. He has given me speci

mens to show to the JS.hedive. I shall also have 

his drawings for the same purpose. 
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FebnUlry 10.-A very fine morning, and nothing 

like so cold as yesterday. At 6.45 A.M. the ther

mometer stood at 48°. The dress of the Sheikhs is 

very picturesque, with its three colours, reu, white 

and black. On my asking at what time we should 

arrive at Nakhl to-morrow, the Sh~kh said, we 

could not be there till the day after. On this 1 

blew up, complained of their delay antI constant 

wish to stop, and I finished by saying, I would not 

pay for more than five days-and even this is one 

day more than 1 bargained for at Cairo. 'Ve 
started at 7.50, and had a monotonous sort of 

morning, the day being fine but not at all warm. 

In fact there was a. cold wind blowing, which made 

me very chilly in the takhterawa.n, and at last just 

at noon, 1 felt myself quite ill. The wind lJad 

caught my right arm and hand, though ,1 bad th'ree 

coata on, and 1 had an attack of what seemed like 

venous congestion, :My hand was blood red, with 

very little feeling ill it. 1 could not hold my style 

to write.' 

I got down and walked for upwards of an hour, 

at time, pretty sharply, rubbing my hand and 

1 Arter the serious illne611 from which Dr. Beke had so recently 
recovered, this j ourney WIi8 altogether too aroUOUB an undertaking, 
and had he had to perform ttle ioumeyentirely by lal1d, it ia fe&red l,e 
would naver have reached the" MOlUltain of Light." 
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beating it across my chest. At length it recovered 

its feeling and natural colour, and being now tired, 

I got again into my carriage, and wrapped myself, 

especially my right side, in Milne's railway rug, 

over which Abu Nabut put his thick cloak, so that 

I felt quite warm. After I had ridden about an 

Lour, we came to \Vacly Kureis, where is an im

mensely deep well, and by it a tank which Abbas 

Pasha had bad constructed for the pilgrims. It is 

nearly ODe hundred feet ill length, anu some sixty 

feet in width, and perhaps half as deep: along 

one side are troughs for camels. Before reaching 

this we saw a herd of camels of the H6iwat going 

down the valley with only one man. At this wady 

the territory of the Heiwat ends, <tud that of the 
Teiyaha IJegins: this continues to Nakhl, where 

commence~ that of the Towara, to whom our 

people belong. The Sheikh wanted to stop soon 

after 4 P.M , but I insisted on his going on, as I 

positively declared I would be at Kala'at e' Nakhl 

to--morrow, even if we travelled to midnight. So 

we went on till 5.45 P.M., the sun having set some 

time, when I was induced to stop on the promise that 

we should start ve~y, very ea.rly to·morrow morning 

and get to N.khl by night. I preferred this to going 

on now; as, if the worst. comes to the worst and 
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we have to go on hy nrght, there will be the castle 

for us to put our beds up in, without waiting for 

the tents to be set up. This evening I am all 

right again, and .writing as usual. Milne is dead 

beat, having walked the wbole day. He does not 

much like the camel·riding. I had ltlmost vowe\l 

I would never mount a camel again afLcr my 

f'xrerienec of 1843 at Tor. But I did. not feel any 

inconvenience from my short ride the day Lefore 

yesterday. I almost liked it. 

Feb1'uary 1 I.-This morning I was getting out 

of bed at 6. I 5, when Hashim came in with water 

for me to wash: tbe first time ou the journey that 

I have not been up first-a great disgrace, as I 

tell them, I the master, and the eldest! This 

morning we breakfasted in the open rur, in ordt'! 

that the tent might be taken down; but they were 

not ready when I was, so I find !\-iilne walked on 

at seven 0' dock. After walking for about half an 

hour, we saw a few camels grazing belonging to 

the Terabin, of whom the Teiyaha appear to be a 

sub-tribe; they went on before us, and we some 

tiIDe afterwuda saw they had ono man with them. 

By a.nd by we came to a. large 'number of ca.mels, 

probably as many as one hUlldred, grazing on our 

left. We did not sec any people with them. 
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Our road was a very monotonous one, like that of 

yesterday; but it was interesting to me, as it gave 

me an opportullity-or, rather, I should say, it 

caused me to make careful obMrvatioDs of our 

route, as that on the mo.p which Mr. B. sent 

me is a.1toget2ler wrong. I never saw anything so 

bad. I did DOt want to be Lothered with this, but 

I must. The sun was intensely hot to-day, and 

we both got our faces burnt frightfully. 

\Ve arrived at the KaJa'at e' Na.khl at 5.45 . 

.My companion, Milne, walked the whole way I I 
was very tired, and went immediately into my 

tent and lay down, so that I know nothing yet 

about the place or its inhabitants. It is a kalla'a 

or castle, like that of Akaba, ouly smaller, a.nd haa 

a garrison of Egyptian soldiers. That is all I can 

say at preacllt about it. 

Feb1'ua1-Y I 2.-V cry cold again this mornlDg. 

The thermometer is at 6.45 A.M. 30~. \Ve are 

now in the great Wauy el 'Arish-the 'Wady el 

Kebir "Qua.delquiver," of this part of the world: 

a great sandy plain between two ranges of chalk 

cliffs. There is plenty of water, but it runs off, 

otherwise I do not 'see why it might not be made 

as fertile as the chalk' hill, of Kent. Milne "Y' 
that the Boil is principally composed of lime and 



480 DiSCOVER Y OF MOUNT SINAI. 

silica, forming u. sort of loam, but there IS very 

little a.lumina or day. I hear that it is very cold 

here at all times; and that of the Hadj pilgrims 

who passed here,last month-or mther, two months 

ago-thirty died from the cold, and seventeen had 

to be sent back to Egypt. As we diQ not start 80 

early as yesterday, having to .supply ourselves with 

watf>r, Milne and I went into the caatle. It is 

much smaller thnn that of Akaba, and as the Hadj 

is past, there is nothing for the garrison of forty 

soldiers to do; so their firelocks are hung up in 

linen cnses in the entrance ball, tLnd they them

selves are" at ease" in their apartments I There 

was one fellow sitting on a seat in the entrance 

wrapped up in his cloak, but he took no notice of 

us, nor we of him. A man of the place was sent 

with us by Abu N abut, and he took us tp the top of 

the castle. The stairs reminded rot! of those lead

ing up to the Samaritan synagogue at Shechern; 

AO I was on roy guard on this occasion, and 

went up and down very carefully. Our guide 

was elsa very attentive to me. On the way up we 

saw a sakiyek worked by two mules, which draws 

water from an immense depth, end delive1'8 it into 

three 1a.rge tanks. There is another well outside 

the castle, which can be worked in case of need. 
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On the tel'fUCe abovc we had a. fiue VieW, and 

Milne took some angles. There is a small village 

adjoinillg the castle, where we saw lots of children 

more cleallly dressed than those at-AkaLa. It must 

Le rather slow work here. 

Whell we tame dOWll we were accosted by the 

Haz Bashi, who would seem to have been wakened 

np by our appearunce, aud he accompltnied us to 

our tents, where wc found everythillg ready for 

our dep.'U'ture, and after going with us a short 

distance on foot, he took his 1eD.vc, with many 

good wishes for our journcy. This is a very 

iutcrestiug aHll important spot to me, as bciug 

the stution which 1 iLlelltify with the ., Suecoth" 

of Exodus. 1 

'V c crossed the broad plain of the " ' ady e1 'Al"ish~ 

-in which are several water channels, thougil 

they have not a. drop of \\'awr in them-anll COll

tinued all day a most monotonous journey, in l~ 

IlOrth-westerly direction. Ou the way I heard out· 

people speaking aLout Mount lJaghil'-" .Mount 

Sinai, mush Baghir," as ALu Ntl.but said. This 

will be the cry now, and it will soou Le taken up 

oy all! About one' o'dock we met lL woman with 

I Exodus Xl!, 37. 
1 hltill.il ltll:vii. I~. P.J.lru~I'8" De~clt o! 1!IC Elo.oUl.I .," JlI', 286,287. 

, H 
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two chilLlren OU two camels, She was the wife of 

no soldier at Nakhl. I certainly was surprised at 

meeting her, with only one Amb driving the camels; 

a second one foHowed n.t some distance. The De'rb 

el Hadj is a well-trodden path, arld perfectly safe. 

" Te nrrived in 'Vady Nethilah 'at 5.50 P,M., 

where we nre encamped for the night. It is much 

IC~::I cold Lere. On the journey I wore my dark 

spectacles, and I felt the benefit of them. Yester· 

dl\y I was quite blinded by the sun, and actually 

could not see for some time after I hnd entered 

the tent. I hayc arranged with Auu Nalmt to 

scud my letters on from to·morrow's stn.tion, so 

that they may get to Suez ill time for the mail of 

SUlldny. I shall see l\nd get my letter to j( The 

Times" ready to send YOll. You will of cours~ 

forward it nt once. I shall not telegtaph to you 

till I get to Suez, but I shall do .0 to M ", Gibbs if 

I am able. This letter will be all I shall send to 

you now. 

February 13.-'Ve left this morning at S. I 5. 

and a.rrived nt our station in the 'Vady Hawawiet 

at 4.40 P.M. It mined a little in the morning, and 

my people wanted to stay; out I would not let 

them, as it is absolutely necessary my letters should 

go on to-night to Suez. I ha.ve prepared a tele· 
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gram on the road for Mr. Gibbs to ma.ke use of: 

therefore you will see the news in Reuter's tele

grams no doubt. I only trust I shall find good 

news from you when I arrive.. God Almighty 

Lless you. Addio. 

R ... el Gibab (two days from Suez), Februa,'Y 

14.-1 hegin here the last letter I shall have to , 

write to you on what is properly to be caJled my 

"journey," with the most gratifying intelligellce 

th:1.t I have satisfactorily determined tiw position 

and identification of P.i-1La·l~i1·otlj, - the entrance 

to the ca.verns. It is the Wady Mahaserat, whidl, 

ill my h c;t letter, r told you we went up from the 

west side of the brad of the Gulf of Akaua. It was 

only this evenillg that Mr. Milne gave me the full 

part.icuhrs of his trip to the "Maghara," near 

Pharaoh'fI Ifllaod, on the 6th iust., the particulars 

or which are duly recorded in my route-Look. 

After I hnd done up my letter last night for Mr. 

Levick I gave it to the messenger, Due of the 

Beduins of our patty, who wn.s to carry it to Suez; 

after which everyone joined in giving him instruc

tiona as to wllCre he was to go, and what he was 

to do when he go't to the Canal, where he would be 

sure to be stopped, d's the bridge is only opened for 

pasBcugers OD(.'C a day. lIe was to say that it was 



from the Hakim Bashl, the Elllir to whom the 

Khedive gave the steamer, and that it was for the 

Bostat-el-Inglese, for the Khawa.ja. LcLbck, alld of 

great importance,. and then he would be sure to Lc 

allowed to pltSS at once. Thell the man , though 

1Iot afraid of thieves, had a wholesome dread of 

hyenas 011 the road, so he was suppl ied wil h it 

pistol. powrleJ" aud shot. To these Ahu NallUl 

OlllJcd a cloak, and some 011(' else a coat, to protect 

the poor mau from the cold, umi at lIille o'doc'k he 

started Oll a swift camel or dromedary. He will 

reach the bridge early this morlling. 

We started at 8 A .M. The Sheikh waute(l to 

wait, as it threaten cd rain, but I was inexorable; 

and after aU it was fine. Neur us ),csterday were 

encamped a solJier, his wife alld child, with three 

camels. This is a rcgular LeaLcu 1'O<1c1,- :\.1; I ex

plaiued when we were at KuJa'at cl NnkLI. 'Vherc 

we stopped to IUBch we fell ill with a party of 

Beduins goillg to Sucz with wood ami dlarcoal, 

some ten camel loads. For t1c chmcoal they may 

get as much as one pound the camel load; for the 

wood. four I:lhillings only. One could han}ly imagine 

that this would pay them. 'VI3 are DOW on our 

wa.y down to Suez, having crllSflCd the water-part

ing Letween the Mediterranean ('Vady el 'Al'lsh) 
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alltl the Gulf of Suez, Ncar the summit the road 

has heen cleared of stones, and improved by Ahlms 

Pasha, Here Milne fouod a vein of yellow ochre 

(tln ore of iron), which he gave me for the Khedive, 
• 

Neither this Hor the other would pay to work, but 

I shall do rigJlt to give them to His Highness, 

Fe.l.wuury I5.-'1'he last morning I shall have to 

write to you before reaching Suez, which is now, 

tlwnk God, within slght J Before we got to OliT 

pbce of encampment last night, we came upon a 

('01Isid£'1'able t1'aCt of green [FOss: its colour wa.~ 

remarkable, and took ns quite hy surprise 1 I am 

('oDvincoo tbat formerly this country was IN·tile, 

HIIJ that it might be made so again. 'But when 

onec we had crossed the water-parting, we came 

iuto a sandy region extendillg to the Gulf of Suez, 

where veg~tation is difficult, and almost impossible. 

Our Beduins collected a lot of wood all the wny to 

bel'Ve for their fires to-night, as tbry will find none 

furt.her on. In the bllUU we found stunted plant~, 

with immensely long roots to them: oue measured 

as much ns nine yards in a strllight line! Th(>~e 

are the things to keep the sand together. 

Thinking over :Milne's report. a.bout those caves 

at J\.1ahaserat, I fUlkecl.Abu Nabut the meaniJlg of 

" Mahaaerat," ,",·hen the fellow began telling me a. 
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• long cock and a bull story about Moses and Pharaoh 

taken from the KorAn, and so explaining the name. 

This shows you how soon legends arise. About 

noon to-dllY we came in sight of the sea, awl I , 
eried out, like the ten thousand Greeks, .. 8aMuua" 

(the sea) I After that we kept coming.dowll, down. 

so that on the whole we have descended some 900 

feet. The difference of temperature was very soou 

felt, and it was warm in spite of a strong willd 

blowing. On the other side of the mountains the 

same wiud would have frozen us to death. Milne 

has made a sketch of me to-day in my takhtera

wan: it will give you an idea of the conveyance, 

and others too, who may feel inclined to follow 

my example when they perform a pilgrimage to my 

Mount Sinai. I fear I could llot have performed 

the journey without it. 

Suez. Februm-y 15.-1 llave ollly t.iml.l to inform 

you of my safe arriva.l here. For your uear letters, 

and all you have done for me, as I knew yon 

would, you have my hearty thanks. The steamer 

from Bombay is behind-hand, so .Milne wiU go 

on by her perhaps to-night. The 'Erin' has not 

returned t She is at Tor, $0 my Jctters by her wiH 

come on after me. I ha\'~ completed a rougb 

sketch of the letter for H The Times." I conclude 
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tuat journal will be the best to send it to, Imt I 

lca.ve you a.bsolute discretion to do what you like 

with it. 

Now, perhaps, that these important matters havc 

been thus hrought by me to public lloticc in " The 

Timcs," it may be worth the while of others to 
• 

follow up the great discoveries I have been per-

mitted to make, aud complete them more in dct(1il 

than it has been ill my power to do. 

Feln-umy 16.-So our poor friend LivitlgstOllC 

is dead! This is sad neWi; indccu. I have madl' 

up my mind to start for Cairo to-morrow. 1 cannot 

wait to aee Milne off; but Mr. Andrews, the chief 

clerk of the P. and O. Compall)', is vcry kind alld 

will attend to him. He takes on Lhe iustruments 

for the Royal Geographical Society, and the geolo

gical specimclls.1 I see that you have inserted my 

"Notes o'u Egypt" in the" Atheumum," and. that 

the editor, as usual, has cut out all that concerns 

me and my expedition. I have no time to answer 

your letters to·day, being fully occupied \vith all 

our friends here, nnd I have still some observn.tiolls 

to make. I find that, after all, Ma.hascrat really 

means wha.t Abu N:\but said, so thnt I have a very 
• 

strong casc. I sLall }lave to fight lots of people 
• 

I Pl'ftented, by Dr. Ikke's uesire, to tlill Britiall MU!leUlU. 
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when I get to Englaud; but 1 shall have 1,h& 

majority on my side, I have done wlw.t I wished, 

:md am truly tbaukful for it. 

Afidnight.-I am truly grieved to learn such 

bad Ilews of your 'health. The trouble fLud anxiety 

I bave unfortunately caused you have, I feel. heell 
• 

greatly instrumental in increasing your illness. I 

only hope, when I returll home, we may be able 10 

get you well ag<lin. 



CHAPTER IX.' 

RETURN '10 CAlRO--rAREWELL AUDIENCE OF THE KHtDIVIt, 
liUMEW AnD BO UNI) 

CAIRO, Febl'tW1'Y 17.-To go back to our last day's 

journey to Suez, which commenced at 7.30 in the 

morlllDg. 'Ve proceeded eastward towards the 

bridge over the Suez Clllltll, which has enuRed the 

Hndj route to lIe diverted from It<; former course, 

to the one on which we travelled, being to the 

south of the old rondo At 10.30 we came to the 

Lridge, which is a miserable concern, quite unworthy 

of so great an undertaking. It J'S made of rougbly 

hewn ti~bers laid across four iron boats, two 011 

each side; between whIch 3. movable platform laid 

all three other hoats 18 dragged by ropes, and 

then raflers rUIl out to bupport a sort of portcullis, 

which is lowered down, aud theu planks laid to 

make a connecwd rorvlway - altogether a roost 

barbarous affa.ir. \Ve were half an haUl' before we 

got Mr088. Abu Nabut had sent most of our Arabs 

on in front to help. to pull the boats into their 

places a.nd so expotEte matters. 
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After crossing we proceeded over the fresh water 

ea.nal and along its side, between it alId the salt 

marshes at the head of the Gulf, whic.:h thcy are 

attempting to render fertile; but it will be a long 

time indeed befor~ they succeed in this. 'Ve tlleu 

crossed the marsh itself, and so soon as we got all 
• 

solid ground we stopped to lunch, and then con-

tinued our journey, reaching Suez at 2 P.M. 

As we entered the town we were told by some 

Beduins that our messenger arrived sufe]y on Sun

day morning; but this we found not to be exactly 

the fact, it having been Sunda.y afternoon. Neyer

theless, it would a.ppear tlmt Mr. Levick did lIot 

forward my telegram to Mr. Tuck till Monday 

morning. out of consideration, perhaps, for poor 

Tuck, who has been at death's door since I left. 

Instead of going to the hotel, I decided o~ encamp

ing on an open space at the back of the town 

called H the camp." During the afternoon lots of 

hadjis from Mecca arrived, and pitched their teuts 

around us. 

I have already told you that I left Suez at 8 

o'clock this morning, after having thanked all my 

good friends for their kind assistanc(', and wished 

them (j good bye." Abu Nab!lt came on with me 

by train to act as courier. You suggest that I 
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~houlJ. give a lecture here. If I were a really 

speaker I would; but I should have to write it out, 

uud I have not the time for this. On my arrival 

here I met Mr. Rogers, who was kindly coming down , 
to the station in his carriage to meet me. Mr. 
Gibbs also c..'l.me up and welcomed me most cor-, 
llially. This resulteu in my going in to dine at 

the Consulate and to tell them all the news. I 

Februa1'Y IS.-My nrst visit this morning WflS, 

of course, to Nubar Pashll. He was delighted to 

see me, I might almost say in raptures, so glad was 

he to 1e relieved from the ahxiety and responsibility 

he had incurred on my account, believing, not U11-

naturally from the non-appearance of the < Erin,' 

that some accident had happened to me. "Ne"'er 

again," said he, " would he do a good natured thing 

for any foreigner I " Had I been lost, he would 

have been dcemcd my "assassin," and so on. I 

had to appease him as well as I could, and to tell 

him that I knew his" bonte" would not allow him 

to keep his pledge. He tells me he only heard of 

the safety of the < Erin' two daya ago. It appears 

that the Captain ran short of coru, and this, to-

I Mr. Hogen has COJlliru.leU the meaullig of " Mli!Jasel'(l~» a~ 
beiDg the" hemming in," title "driving up mto a corner;" 10 that 
Abu N"but', ' wry ia IX'l"t'eCt. 
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gelher with very foul w('.ather, had delayed them S6 

much that they with difficulty reached Tor at all. 

During the ItlSt week there have been mal'riage~ 

in the Khedive's family, and fuutasia ket1:1'-fcs

tivities without ~nd, so that pu11ic business has 

been n little, or mther, a great deal ne~lected. Hi~ 

Excelleney asked me no end of questions about my 

Journey. :My deseript.ion of tIle fert.ility of Madiin 

(Midian) and Akabn. interested him very much 

indeed; n.lso my opinion of the possibility of fer

tilizing the Tih, which I contend is not very much 

worse than Kent-" the gardeu of Eng-Iuud "-as 

regards soil, the great drawhack being, of course, 

the comparative want of water. But water is ilu','re, 

if they only knew how to utilize it, and if once 

they plantecl trees, the rnin would increase, ns it 

has already done in other parts of Egypt,l The 

Jnttcr pnrt of our conversation, whi('ll lasted up

wards of an hour, turned upon" miracles," respect

ing which llis belief is much the same as mme, 

namely, that" all things arc miracles." I spoke 

of my com.pagnon de voyage as u perfect man of 

science, who would not believe ill things cOlltrary 

to what is caned the laws of natltre, and who was, 

therefore, di&satisfied at our pot haviug found u 

J &oe" The Kb6dive's Egypt," p. 6" and" ERvpt as it is," pp, 352-3S4. 
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voleauo-to which he replied, "It est un SavauL 

mcereant, t:mdis que vou~, M. Bekc, VOllS etcs UII 

8;tvallt croyant," to which I answereu, .. PlutOt 

('roYlmt que wyan t. " This brou~ht me a hearty 

),!{Jueeze of the hand, and so we IJarted. 

All the p(01)le here seem full of my discoveries; 

,nul Abu NaLut, who is HOW the prlllce of drago

nHtlHI, is ill great reque~t, my discoveries 10Aiug 

Jlothing Ly the mallner iu which he relates them. 

The welcome Ilud eOllgratuiations I receive on nil 

nili('s arc most conlial ana gratifying. I hear that 

t he British COllsulate hcre is lluolished, aIHl my 

frielld Rogers hus IJCen offered the Consulate ilt 

Buellos Ayrc.<;, where his profound knowledge ot 

Eastern affflirs would Le lost, llud he would have to 

u(·gin another line of study. so he haa refusctl.' Hut 

this is I~ mMtcl' with which the Foreign Offiee docs 

llot concerll itself; its practice being always to put 

the sqllare peg into the round hole, and 'Vice ve'l'sa. 

I have now been to call Oll Geueral Stauton, 

who received me in Il. very friendly mallner, asking 

me a. good deal about my journey; but I did Hot 

altogether like his manner. He twitted me with 

not having brough"t back some of the sacrificial 

I Mr. E. J. &gel'3 Willi ~oou II.fttr IIlppoblk.J Dircclur of Public 
Instruction iu Cniro by the Kh6c.1ive of Egypt. 
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bones. The afternoon was taken up in receiving 

visits from many of my very good friends here; 

but, hearing Colonel Gordon (Chinese Gordon) was 

in Cll,iro, I managed to go and calJ on IJim. He is so 

like our friend Major \Vilson, that for the moment 

I thought it was the Ma.jor; and rte himself ad

mitted the likeness- Colonel Gordon is a man of 

middle height, sparely but strongly built, and giv

iug little indication of the strength, Loth of sinews 

nlld constitution, which has borne him so far un

scathed through so many hardships. In complexion 

he is still comparatively fair and fl'esh. He is quite 

youthful in appearance, with regulnr features, browli 

hair, and bright keen pyes. \Ve hntl half all hour'lj 

friendly conversation, during which we spoke of Sir 

Samuel Baker's expedition having cost a total of 

£475,000; but he said he thought the rral cost WliS 

lIot more than half that SUUl. However, even this 

is a good Lig sum far ha.ving done wlmt Gordon 

has now to undo! He expressed a wish ta know 

my views about the Upper Nile, the lakes, &e., and 

proposed tha.t we should adjourn till to-morrow 

morning, when we could meet at his room, where 

he has & large map. Gordon' knows all about us 

from our friend Dr. Stevens'on of Patrixbourne, alld 

says he has Been our old house at "Bekesbaurne." 
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I am told there was a large American party here 

:l. few dnys ago, 0. Dr. Bartlett and company, who 

were very sorry they hnd missed me. Apropos of 

Dean Stanley's" three low peaks:' I have just seen 

Abdullah Joseph, who was the Dean's dragoman 

eighteen yellrs ngo, and went with him to Petm, 

passing Jebel-e'-NftT, and he td~s me that it is a 

common Arab tradition that this is the true Sinai; 

nnd yet he never told Dean Stanley, nor, according 

to his account, haa he mentioned it to any other 

traveller. I cannot make tilis out.. The man s..'l),a, 

alld not without some show of reason, that the Arab 

trn.dition is more to hc trllsted to than the Christian 

aile; becausc they havc had it from father to SOil. 

Feb1'llary 19.-1 am even lllore tired to-day than 

I WllS ycsterday, though I have done uothing to 

make me to. The fatigue of my journey. ,,·hich I 

withstood so manfully, is 110W telling 011 mc. Mr. 

Milne, I hear, left Alexandria YC8terday morning 

for Southampton. He will probably be in Eng

land as 800n as this letter. This morning I re

sumed my conversation with Colonel Gordon, and 

have been talking II Upper Nile" with him. He 

leaVe! for Suez to·morrow morning, and thence 

proceeds by sea to 1:;uakin, and on by land to 

Khar.tum, hill object being to reach Gondokoro 38 
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quickly as possible, and to proceed up the fiver 

Nile to where it is said to be na.vigable a.q far ns 

the Al bert N yanza. 

In the evening, just as I WlU! going to bed, 

Colonel Gordon callcd agmu ou me. He said he 

could not leave without saying goou-bye to me. 

We had somc very interesting cOHversatioll about 

his expedItion. I recommender! him not to be in 

:l. hurry, my experience of African character having 

taught me that such work us Ill';, to be sure, must 

be slow. He replied that hc was prepared to 

de\'ote himself to hIS task, lwd to lea.ve his bones 

in Africa, if It were 1)0 to be. Takmg up your 

lIttle BiblE' from the ta11e, he said that was his 

companion and guide. He promi,>('d to WrIte to 

me, alld wc p:u tcu good il'lcnds I tmbt. 

L Colonel Gordon is now Gordon Pasha, tWd froln 

tbe reports that h.wc Sillce reached us from time to 

time it has Lcen seen that be has fully redeemed 

his vow; for not only has he aLly and thoroughly 

accomplished the task he then set himself, but has 

even made his expedition. so far from being an 

cxpenae to the Khedive, actually pay its own ex .. 

penses, a.nd a source of revenue to Egypt. His 

work in Eaate:u Intcrtl'Opic&I Africa, thus far, has 

been preparatory to that on which he is now so 
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earnestly eugt\ged, namely, the total abolition of 

the slave trade. 'Vith such absolute authority 

as the Khedive has recelltly illtrusted to him-by 

appointing him Governor-Generni of the Souda.n 

for life. and having raised him to the rank of a 

Pasha-there· can be very little doubt that he will 

1.10 much to assist this glorious object. If not en

tirely successful in this work, which is one hardly 

within the power of any single Immall being to 

accomplish in a lifetime, he will at aU events have 

done a great work ill developing commerce and 

civilisntion within the regions of Eastern Inter· 

tropical Africa. 

Gordon Pasha's journals arc said to be in course 

of preparation for publication, and will doubtless 

be looked forward to with deep interest by all who 

feel any concern in African matters.] 

February 20.-1 am back just in time to meet 

the Nile tmvellers, who are returning from Upper 

Egypt. and will now be proceeding to Palestine 

via my Mount Sinai and Petra. In the course of 

conversation witli Cook's manager, Mr. Howard and 

Abu Na.but, 1 lea.rned that not only is thunder said 
to be heard by the pilgrim. on their way back from 
Mecca, but that 80m'; of them decl... that they 
h.·we seen angela asoendlng and descending Jehel-

, I 
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c'-Nur; and that there is a tradition that whcn 

.Moses was crossing 'Vady el-Tih, he saw the pillar 

of fire ou the summit of this mountain, which is 

the reason for i~ namc. You wHl recollect that 

when at Aka-La I naked the origin of the name, 

Lut could not get any satisfactory expluntltion. 

Such is almost invariably the case. You must 

leavl:: Lhcse people to tell their story their owo way. 

If you put lcadillg questions or ask for explana· 

tions, you are almost certain to he misled. The 

t1'uth of aU these traditioDs is not at all the ques· 

tion. It is the fact of their existence that concerns 

me. If I were to speculate 011 the "ubject, it might 

be objected tbat all this was pure imagination; 

whereas I have now simply to l'elate jaots, and 

lea.ve others to dmw their own conclusions. 

I am also happy to be able to meet ORe of Gene

ral Stan too's objections or cavils respecting the 

sacrifices. The Arabs continue to perform sacrifices 

at the present day; it would therefore have been 

preposterous for me to have brought away with 

me the hcrns of an animal that might, for aught I 

know, have been killed and ea.ten a few months 

ago I But I learned that there i.a no stated period 
for making these sacrifices ot!. Jebel-e'-Nfir, 8.8 there 

is on Mount Arafat by Mecea. Thoaa performed 
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on Jebel-c'·Nur are ex voto, or by way of thanks-

giving after recovery from illness, or in consequence 

of n.ny good fortune. l This explains the visit of 

I "The lut number of the Oompkl Ren4U1 of the Academy of 
J nscril'tioWl and BeUell-Lettres in Pari~ contained an interesting 
nttempt made hy M. J oseph H!tlcvy to decipher in their entirety 
the graJliIi to be fovnlt on rotb m tlLc de6ert of Sara, eittlated lIOuth
ellst of Damaseu~, Mr. Cyril Graham had signaliaed them f Of the 
jirst time in 1857, and twenty-one of them wefe pul.olished in an im
perfect state in tlle Tranradiotu of tile Oennan Oricnw Society. 
Ten yenrs ll1ter Dr. Wetzstein, Ilt tbat time Pn\&~illn CouBul in 
Dam86C1\9. mnole copies of::z60 of tJlcm, twelve of wbicll are to be 
ivund ill hie Diary in the RauTan, Berlin, 1860. III the fo\lowing 
~enr, nnd in 1862, Count de VOb'1.u!, Fr«llcll Amh11!lMUOr ot VienulI, 
amI M. WmlJmgton. late Mil,ibter of Public Inatruetlon in l'arill, 
J)I)th members of the FronC!1 J !I~tltute, took copies of some lmndreus 
oj these iURcriptions, 40::) of which llu1.'e lately been p1.ll,II~llejl by tile 
lormer ill the second lIIlries of hill work, 'La Syric Ci:ntrale.' The 
letters having IIOmc rescmolfmce to those of the lhmYlIriLlC in,o;crip_ 
tlOn~, two Germnn OrientaliBte tried to nttnLut.e tlle graffiti to thc 
trlhell of Snbn, WllO, II.S it is supposed, came to Snfa from Yemen te.
watd~ the beginning of tIle lint century of tIle Chri~tillli erR, lind 
accorllingly tlLey bReed. tIle 11()Ci}lhl'nuent of Hlem ou Ibe lHlIguag-e 
of tIle Himyaritic iJl3cription!!. Their attempt, however, dill. Ilot 
lend to any ~tisrl\Ctory l';lSlllt,. M. I1al6vy thinh that tbMe 
grajfiti were traced by the AralJic tribe Thm!lood who servel! III 

mercenaries in the Roman army_ They contain, (l.Ccording to IJim, 
1ll0fltly proper names with devotional formuloo, similar to thO/:le of 
the Sinaitic inecriptions. We slid! qllotC the unn61ntion o( 11 felv 
of them: < By AU:a.n1 Abllllll, son of the bOn of Am, son of 'Ab
.lcCli, son of W~hib. &On of 'Ahtlcel.' • By Ornl1, !:Ion o( Cl\rib, in 
l11emoty of hi. lllotiler.' S01l16 of them finibh lIldl tl,o WONS, • In 
memory of ~ll the relations (I), frieuda (f). Ml\y thcre be penee 
with the others.' Othera lla\'e the worda : • HCl lul.ll accomplished 
Ilia vow j' and' He hal done (th~t), may he be pnrdoned.' Aa to 
the lalIzuag6 of these gru.Qiti, M. HILMvy belie\-c8 it to be inter
m&dia:te between the Arabic and the Northern Semitic dialects. 
We find here the eonjullction :. t.I in Arabic nud t1le Sabean illiom, 
as wellaa agreat number of proper natlll" which are in Ulle in thOle 
l.nWlItgea. On the othl'r lland, the article n. the prepotlition ?),t. 
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Sidi Ali ibn 'EJim, who, I am told, was a Moslem 

commander in the first ageE! uf Islam, like Abu 

Obeida-whose tomb you and I saw in the valley 

of the Jordan, Illld which you photographed. l I 

dare say tLe Cufic inscription we found at the foot 

of the mountain may tell us somcthipg about this. 

I must- try and get a squeeze taken of it. 

Colonel Gunlun has !Jot yet gone. He ba.s secn 

my article in the Athenlettnt,! alld does not think 
and th~ , lIS suffix oC tllc third p~I"$O!l lIl:l<culine, occur in thesll 
imcripliouB (1..'1 in I1ebrev.·. There are, howcnr, words which are 
}JcculiA.r to the IlmgulI.g:c of tIle graffiti, ~.[J . c.vS, v.I,kh (lCe u", often, 
IUld which M. Hallivy translates with' Lo con~c(.lute something in 
memory ofsomeboo.ly.' No Harne of any Q()(l is mentioned (li rcctly 
(we find only in t ],e formation of propcr names ~N".:lY, ' llervant 
of El,' Il.ml l~N;s..·' 'confiding ill Loa ,), nud no tr068 or lilly other 
reli~ ... iou8 ll'YlU looJ, Ill! is the case ill the Cl!l'i~tian insniptioHII of Syria, 
is to be found. M. Halevyeondnrjes flOm thill fact that the in_ 
scriptions mUilt iln\'e 11(.~n Wlinti'll at a time when Jleatlleni~m " '1\iI 

alreaoiy gh"cn lip by t11e tribes tt.nt ill ~e rlbc,] them without their 
Im\'ine' becn 8.11 yet COllverte..I to UhristianilJ. Tlmt woulLl be to_ 
wards the end of the tllinl century A.D. 'At th~t 'time,' he "yft • 
• Chri~tinuity iJ.ec:>.me the official religion of the Elllpir~ ; doubt aIHI 
8Cept.icism penetrated amollg'llt those Arabic trtbes which were the 
allies of Rome, an'] among~t whom for n cert.:l.iu time 1\ kind of vague 
Deism WIUI previllcllt, until the day wlleu they disappeared, having 
been abllOrbed I)), the great llligl'l.tions which hlUl tllken IJ1ace in 
those eouT,trie~.' This Jut 1I1I}ll'mlitioli will lUl.ve to be proved by 
IIOJUe more valid arguments, whicl, tl'II author will prob.bly pro
duce in hill promised extended el<Sl1Y on the Sara gra,ffiR. M. J . 
Derenbourg, lnCIl)ber or the lilstitute. gave in a previoUll omllmuni
catiDlI to tbe Oomplu &ndUf the decipherment of lIomll letten of 
thete graffiti, we chief point of which \f'u UUI reoognitWn 01 the 
word 1::1 'son,' f'6a({ '.l by Oerlnap Bcholal'8. "-At","..., ,6th 
K(J}'M 1878. 

I lira. Btu's, .. Jacob'. Flight," p. 28j. 

I Atlltn4'»m, 24tl1 Janmuy 187+ 
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there is anything in it the Viceroy would be ofi'ellllcu 

with, as his policy with respect to the annexation 

ot all this part of Africa. is well known and under· 

stood. In fact, Lieutenant Baker. openly declared 

it in his paper read before the Royal Geogrnphical 

Society, a notl.ce of which appeared in the Times. 
Last night I sn.w the carriage of some big. wig or 

other pass by the hotel, preceded by four Kawasses, 

the two middle ODes carrying their sticks, as usun], 

aud the other two, torches. It was a pretty sight, 

and cuuscd the nati\'es as it passed to exclaim, 

.. Mashallah !" I met Captain Kirk , a nephew of 

l\fr. Merceroll'8, ill the Esbckiah Gtu'dens to-day, 

who is staying at my hotel. He tells me he saw 

my nieces a. few da.ys ago at his aunt's, &c. 

We talked conversation talk. He is going to Bag

dnd and Poersia, though what for I know not. I 

have beeu showing Mr. Frank Dillon my com

panion's sketches, which he looks on as vcry credit

able and effective. Fedrigo Pa&ha. aud I have 

excha.nged visits, but as yet without meeting. 

I mean to write to my friend Professor Fleischer 

or Leipzig telling him of my discovery, and the 

traditions connected with it, and asking him what 

he knows about the !lUbj.c~ I fancy that Cufic 
illscription would ha.ve told me something; not 



50% DISCOVERY (IF MOUNT SiNAI. 

gomg bnck to the time of Moses, but perhaps 

recording the visit of Ali Ibn 'Elim, some thousand 

years ago. I spoke to Rogers about Gharrel-c'
Nakhil [at SuccothJ, nnd he says that it means 

" the Torrent of the Palm Grove." This shows that 

not only a p.lm tree (N.kh.l), but •• palm grovc 

(NakMl) mu.<;t have existed in former times, where 

now n(l palm trees arc found, and that therefore the 

vegetation was greater then than it is now. The 
Khedive is ]lot n.t ALdin just now, so that I do not 

know when I shall Le able to see His Highness. 

FebT1ta?'!I 22.-'Vheu I was thn.nking Mr. Gibbs 

for sending on my news from Mr. Tuck. he showed 

me the list of the Dew Ministry. Sir Stafford 

Northcote is Chancellor of the Exchcfluer, I see; but 

I doubt whether he will do auything for me. My 
H friends" seem inclined to do nothiug for me, 

much ns I ha.ve done for them in times past. 

I met N ubar Pasha to-day, and congratulated 

him upon the safety of the' Erin.' Availing my

self of this opportunity I begged him not to delay 

speaking to the Khedive about me, and my desire 

to pay my respects to His Highne~B, as I said I was 

anxious to leave by the next. mail for England. 
His Excellency replied that .he had nqt yet had an 

opportunity, but would do as I wished. I have 
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heard something more about that second mountain 

(Erat6wa), .een by Milne from the .ummit of Jebel 

Baghir, which you will recollect Abu Nabut spoke 

of as Horeb, with Rephidim. I suspect that CaBc 
• 

inscription must bs fully a thousand years old, if 

not more. 

To-day I spent an hour in the Esbekiah Gardens. 

You would be surprised to see how prettily they 

arc laid out with water, grottos, waterfalls and par
tcrres, and in the centre a kiosque, where a military 

Laud plays three times a week, as is the custom 

at Nice, so that it is quite a pleasant lounge. I 

took a chair and sat dowu, for which I paid one 

piastre (two and a half pence), aud listened to the 

mUSIC. They played "La Donun. e MoLiIe" very 

well; but after that, we had some Turkish music, 

which w<1:,s barbarous enough. There were crowds 

of people, and among them a good sprinkling of 

native women! It is the last day of the Greek 

Carnival. so there were SOlllC masks, but very 

trumpery affairs. 

February 23.-1 am going to make a I1l8h to st-e 

the Khedive, who is at Abdin, I heur. I I P.M.

I have been to A)Xlin and aeen Murad Pasha, the 

Master of the Ceremvnies, to whom I expressed my 

wish for an audience of His Highness. He asked 
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me to wait a few minutes, when he returned aUd 

said that His Highness waa engaged just then, but 

would sec me on Wednesday morniug a.t uinc 

o'clock. So until then I must be content to wait . 
• 

February 25.-0n my presenting myself at the 

palo.ce this morning, I found :Mr. Frank Dillon 
• 

and a number of other persons awaiting audiences; 

but His Highness could not receive them, and 

although I was requested to wait, the audience was 

ultimately postponed till to~morrow, on account of 

the Khedive being so very occupied with the 

Foreign Consuls. I hea.r there is 0. disturbance at 

the palace to-day about the modification of the 

" capitulntions."1 The other Powers generally have 

agreed to the proposed changes, but France holds 

out [but finally in 1875, under the pressure of a 

threat of the Egyptian Government to .close the 

old mixed Tidjaret Courts, and so leave French 

citizens without means of redress against natives 

or foreigners, the measure was agreed to]; and 

Nnw Pasha, who is very fiery, used some very 
strong expressions with respect to Fran{'.e. Alto

gether it is not 8. very auspicious time for seeking 

a farewell audience of the KhOdiv •. 
I have come to the coDclUliioD that -'"~ B4gAir 

I }[t:Coan'. Of Es1Pt u it 'a,- po 290-
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'Is the proper spelling of the nume, tLough what the 

meaning is I cannot make out. Hashim wanted 

to make it )~ Bakir, pronounced here Bagir; but 

he is certainly wrong. I should never have written 
• 

it with an <I r,1I Bnrghir, in the first instance, 

had there n~t been & l ghain, as in Ghabaghib, 
when, if I mistake not, we put an .. r " before the 

second gh, which is wrong. But the gh sounds 

exactly as if there were an " r" in it. I am told 

that Mount Sinai is called in the KorAn "Tot· 
Sinai," and that Mount Tabor is called to this day 

" Tor Ta.bor." Tor, therefore, must mean" moun· 

tnin." I note this simply as a memorandum. 

" Erat6wa," the name of the second mountain near 

Mount Raghir, on the other side of '" ady !them, is 

said to derive its name from 1°etttba (1), which 

means .. cold or cool." In Robinson's account of . 
his visit to Akaba, he makes out the Gulf to have 

extended very much further to the north in former 

times. RUppell went the Hadj TOad in 1822. I 

must see what he says. 

February 26. - I went to Abdiu n.gain this 

morning. On my entrance I was received by one 

of the officers (prpbably Zecchy Pasha). seemingly 

one of equal.nwk "ith Tonnino Bey. Whilst I 

was' waiting we talked about slavery and the slave 
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trade, Sir Samuel Baker, &c. Tonuino Bey pre~ 

sently came in and conversed with us, coffee being 

'scrved in the usual way. At ha.lf~past ten o'clock 

I WM illvited to go with Tonnino, who took me 
• 

to the foot of the stairs, and saluting me, left me 

in charge of the "gentleman in waiting," who re

ceived me a.t the head of the stairs, and marshalled 

me into the audience chamber-or mther into the 

aute-chamber, in which were numerous officers stand

ing about; and in which the Khedive welcomed 

me, coming towards me from the opposite side of 

the room. I made a profound bow and advanced 

to take His Highness's Land, which he held out to 

me, as he expresseu his satisfaction at seeing me 

back, congratulating me on the success of my expe

dition, and mentioning the ,inquietude he had had 

on my account. He desired me to enter •. and I fol

lowed him into what I take to be the audience 

chamber, requesting me to be seated-pointing to 

a. cha.ir-whilst he took a place upon the sofa. At 

this moment Nubar Pasha came in, and seated him

self en face. I proceeded to expla.in to His Higb
ness all that I had done; Nubar interfering much 

more on this occasion tha.n on .the former in the 

conversa.tion, tr&D8lating inta. Turkiah what I said. 

The Viceroy remarked, IIIJ'hen it i. not a volcano." 
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I said, "No; in thi8 respect I found myself mis

taken, and tha.t the appearance to Moses must there

fore be regarded as miraculous." He a.ppeared much 

interested, and when I spoke of tJ;e Cufic inscription, 

be said it ought to be communicated to Brugseh. 

I then slLowed His Highness the specimen of iron 

ore, with respect to whieh he scid, " It was unfor

tunate there was 110 coal near there." His Highness 

had evidently been primed by his Minister. I next 

showed and explained my companioll's several draw

ings, Nubar making a running comment on all that 

I said. \Vhen I had finished, Ris Highness volun

teered the remark, "You propose to publish them 

in an album." I replied, that such was my de

sire, and that if I might presume to request His 

Highness to do me the honour to allow me to dedi

cate th~ work to him-"\Vith pleasure,"respondcd 

he, bowing; whereupon His Excellency interfered, 

by saying, <I Nous parlerolls de !rC1a apres." This 

shut me up. So I thanked His Highness for bis 

great kindness, and the assistance he had rendered 

the expedition, and took my leave. He shook 

hands with me itt. the most cordial and friellilly 

ma.nner, expressing the hope tha.t he might ha.ve 

the pleasure of aeiing me again. He came ODe 

step toward. the door, and bowed .. I turned round 
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to make my reverence. This visit wn.s onc of more 

ceremony than the Ia&L. To~da)', too, is a council 

Jlty. and all the Ministers are in a.ttendance. I am 

told it is Hot USUIloI to give audience on that day. 

'Vhell I camc down·stairs Tannino Bey asked me 

particularly at what hotel I was staying, with what 

object I do not know, unless to send me a 'ticket 

for soup.' So alLugether my farewell visit to the 

Khedive has not been very satisfactory. I Lad no 

opportunity even to dilate upon my plans for flood· 

iug the Lybian Desert. 

FeJ.wuary 27.-Mr. Young, Livingstone's friend. 

has arrived, so I went at once to call upon him. 

His two daughters are with him. He received me 

very kindly. and we spent a couple of hours to~ 

gether in most interesting conversation, I showing 

tbem my sketches, &c. I gave the young ladies 

some of t.he shells we brought from Madian (Midian.) 

We were talking about Livingstone and his first 

book, about which he consulted me when he was 

with us in -Mauritius, and for which he got 

£10,000 from Murray. They agreed first for 

£2000, for 12,000 copies, and half profits for 

all over that number; then MllITay weed to 

give him half profits on the .whole; and in the 

end he 2'ave him two·thirds. the a.ccount showittg 
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14 profit of £ I 5,000 ! Murray's whole dealing in 

the ma.tter was most liberal. 

Nubar Pasha is annoyed at my having gone to 

the Khedive direct, and is dctermined that the 

Khedive's consent to my dedicating my book to 

His HighnciS shall not hold good. Pazienza! All 

my friends here agree with roc thn.t, as I had already 

the entr~e, there was no necessity for troubling 

Nubar Pasha on so trivial a matter, and that I W88 

justified in taking the course I did. 

March I.-Mr. Thomas Cook has just, arrived 

here for the purpose of starting for Suez, the 

pseudo-Sinai, Petra and the Holy l.3.no, the great 

detachment from the American "Oriental Topo

graphical Corps," U1Hler Professor Strong. Their 

camels, forty-three in number, went off yester

day to .suez. They take flo photographer with 

them, and all sorts of apparatus. They are going 

to "do" the Holy Land entirely. It is most im

portant.J should see them. If I can I shall try 

to get them to go over my ground and work it 

well. I still feel very tired and unwell, quite 

different to what I did whilst on the journey. 

1 suppose it is the reaction after the great strain 

of the paat mont.1lm Mr. Young has now come 

to disbelieve the report of Livingstone's death, 
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to make my revcrence. This visit was one of more 

ceremony than the last. To-day, too, is Ii council 

Jay, and all the Ministers are in attendance. I am 

told it is uot usuf}l to give audience on that day. 

'Vheu I came down·stairs 'l'onuino Bey asked me 

particularly at what hotel I was staying, with what 

object I do not know, unless to send me a • ticket 

for sour.' So altogether my farewell visit to the 

Khedive has not been very satisfactory. I had no 

opportuuity even to dilate upon my plans for flood

ing the Lybian Desert. 

February 27.-Mr. Young, Livingstone's friend, 

has arrived, so I went at once to call upon him. 

His two daughters are with him. He received me 

very kindly. and we spent a couple of hours to

gether in most intercsting conversation, I showing 

them my sketches, &c. I gave the youn.g ladies 

some of the shells we brought from Madiin (Midian.) 

'Ve were talking about Livingstone and his first 

book, about which he consulted me when he was 

with us in Mauritius, and for which he got 

.£10,000 from Murray. They agreed first for 

£2000. for 12pOO copies, and half profits for 

allover that number; then MlUTay BgTeed to 

give him half profits on the .whole; and in the 
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a profit of £ I 5,000 ! Murray's whole dealing m 

the ma.tter was most liberal. 

Nubar Pasha is annoyed at my having galle to 

the Khedive direct, and is determined that the 

Khedive's consent to my dedicating my book to 

His Highness shall not hold good. Pazienza I All 

my friends here agree with me that, as I had ulready 

the e11tr6e, . there was no necessity for troubling 

Nubar Pasha on so trivial a matter, and that I wa.~ 

justified in taking the course I did. 

March I.-Mr. Thomas Cook has just, arrived 

here for the purpose of st..1.rting for Suez, the 

pseudo-Sinai, Petra and the Holy Land, the great 

detachment from the American "Oriental Topo

graphical Corps," under Professor Strong. Their 

camels, forty-three ill number, went off yester

day to .suez. They take a photogrnpher with 

them, and all sorts of apparatus. They are going 

to H do .. the Holy L1.nd entirely. I t is most im

portant ~ should see them. If I can I shall try 

to get them to go over my ground :lnd 'Uxyrk £t 

well. I still feel very tired and unwell. quite 

different to what I did whilst on the journey. 

I suppose it is the reaction aft.er the great strain 

of the paat mon~ Mr. Young has DOW come 

to disbelieve the report of Livingstone's death, 
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as do his father-in-law, Dr. Moffatt, and Dr. 

Kirk. I wonder if it will tum out to be another . 
false ala.rm. 

So that fellow Qrton has been found guilty. and 

sentenced to fourteen years' penal servitude. It 
would have been !l misfortune and disgrace to the 

country had he by a.ny means got off. Sir Alex

nnder Cockburn will now, of course, retire and be 

made a peer. I wish I could retire, like him, on a 

good pension. Amongst the new arrivals is a 

brother I of Sir Stafford Northcote, a clergyman, 

with his wife and adopted daughter. Lord and 

Lady Clarence Paget are also here. 

March 2.-My letter to you 'Via Marseilles. I 

made a mistake and posted in the wrong box. I 

ought to have sent it to the French post-office, 

which is still continued here, though the. English 

one is abolished. I wellt to the post-office a.nd in

quired if I could not rectify my mistake by paying 

something extra. I was told by the Diryctor, to 

my surprise, that the administration taking into 

considera.tion the Wa.Dt of knowledge of the local 

postal arrangem.ents on the part of "gli stranieri 

poverelli "-poor foreignerB-took upon itself to 

put all such little mistakes straight, without mak-
1 Since de~eal!ed. 
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ing any chnxge for it! What think you of that 

for Egyptian politeness 11 
I called on Professor Brugsch this morning, who 

took me rather aback by informillg me that he had 

found out all abaut the route of the Israelites, and 

their passage. of the Yam-Suph, which he makes to 

be neither the Gulf of Suez nor the Gulf of Akaba, 

but the LaCU8 Sirbonis lying 011 the extreme north

east of Egypt, close to the 1t1cditerrn.neau Sea, 

somewhere about 33
0 

en."t long. 'VlJD.t think YOll 

of tha.t for a change 1 He speu,ks quite dogmati

cally. It is no "opinion" of his; IJC says he lUl.~ 

no 0PUllOns. He deals simply 'with "facts." The 

inscription..s on the ancient 1nOnU?ltents say so. All 

I say is, so much the worse for the interpretation 

of the inscriptiolls. From those inscriptions he 

says he C&ll trace the route of the Israelites step 

by step as far as the y(t1n-Sltp}~ (trauslated "Red 

I By the teml8 of n new Po~lal Com'entiolt ",i~lt Egypt, \\hich 
will come into operatioll on the ut of April next, the British poat
()fficu at Alexandlln and Stle~ '" III be aboh~hed on that date, and 
~he exchange of mones orUCl"", RS well as aU other po81al trnusaetion, 
between Eb'Ypt and the United Kingdom, will be carried on entirely 
through the medium of the Egyptian poat-office. No mOllcy Ordl'nI 

payahle at the Britillh poet-office either iii Alexandria or Suez ynll 
be isaued ;n thia COUlltry after the zyd wat. ThencelorwRtd all 
ordem ifltended to be Paid at those places will be dl'1ll\1\ 011 the 
Egyptian poIt-oftice, llllI:L ~b, regulatione will be in aU rtspetta eon
formable to thoee e.dopted in the ease of OrdCH (irall'n on towns in 
tllc iuteriOl' of Rmt.- March 211t, 1878, 
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• 
Sea "), and thence to .. Mamh," which he makes (if 

I understand him rightly) to be the Bitter Lake: 
• 
further he cannot trace them. \Vhere Mount Sinai 

is the inscriptiona do not say. thongh he finds 

mention of a country named "Sinn ... the position 

of which is not indicated. Now my of inion 'is that 

this interpretation of Egyptian inscriptions is on a 

par witL LLe late Charles Forster's interpretation 

of the so-called" Sinaitic inscriptions," which he 

most. elaborately and learnedly demonstrated step 

hy step, word for word, letter for letter-every 

single word a.lld letter of which was imaginary I 

Brugsch is a very clever man, hut I am afraid he is 

working out Champollion's system a l' out1"anCe, 

Mind, I am not alone in entertaining this opinion. 

'Vhut he told me certainly surprised me Dot a little 

at first. 

He is going to call all me to·morrow or next day, 

and bring me a list of some books he wished me to 

read in order to know how the (t Sinai" question 

stands. There are a few recent OIlC8 whieh I know 

I ought to see; but when he told me that Lepsius 

is the fir&t a.uthority on the subject, and that his 

opinion is that Serbal is the true Mount Sinai 

instead of the traditional on~, he merely told me 

what I knew more than twenty years ago r He 
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s;'ys he has not himself published anything material 

011 the stibject.1 Jebel-e'-Nur he bas heard of from 

Arahs, but knew nothing of its position, nor, in fact, 

anything of it except 8,S the name pf 8. mountain. 

Just before luneheon was over I caught sight of 

Professor Ow~n, who carne into the dining-room of 

the hotel for a second; so, taking off Mrs. N olTis's 

souvenir, which I always weal' at meals, I imme

diately jumped up, and foll owed him into the 

verandah, where he welcomed me, and I told him 

rul about Mouut Sinai, lllcntiolliug among other 

things the «angel's visits," when he said that the 

last angelic visit was that of an Ellglishman-the 

old pun of PQpe Gregory-Non angli sed angeli. 

After leaving him, I told .Mr. Young that Owen 

was there, as he wanted to see him. I then weni 

back to taJe my cup of coffee, and returned aga.in 

to the verandah, where Mr. Young and Mr. North

cote were talking together. 

Seeing Professor Owen Ritting in a. carringo in 

front of the hotel speaking to a. gentleman, I drew 

attention to the resembb.ncc of Owen's profile to 

that of II Puneh," to which both Northcote and 

Young assented. J added, that he had also the 

I See the .. Atheneum," .61th )hI 1864. See also tlle report in 
th~ .. Timet"of lstband 18th September 1874 of the m~ting of 
th~ InkTut.i.OlIal ~greM 01 Orienlali.u. , . 
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SlI.me sarcastic look, and Northcote said that be 
could speak sarcasticnJ.ly too, whereupon I instanced 

what he had just said to me, though that wali 

more complimentary than sarcastic, but perhapll 
with a spice of irony; and so the conversation 

became general. Mr. Young laughillglyasked me 

across lIfr. Northcote, why it ~ll.'3 'the angels in 

Jacob's vision went up and down a bdded and 

on our both giving it up, he said, the reply of a 
Scotch boy was "he supposed it wns becanse they 

were moulting "-had lost tbeir wing feathers and 

therefore could not fly. 
I must not omit to tell you a very good story 

which General Stanton told me about the Egypto

logists. The Duke of Sutherland took a mummy 

to England with him, which he had unrolled by a 
learned Doctor, of the British Museum, and others 

interested in the subject. They had fifSt had the 

inscriptions on the outside of the case given them 

to interpret, and they came to the ll8Sembly with 

the translation, describing in detail that the person 

whose body was enclosed was a certain priest named 

A. B., the son of O. D., &c. The mummy was then 

unrolled, and 101 and behold, the bedy W08 found 

to be that of a woman! But one cannot contradict 

these Egyptologists, because they profe .. to have 

the key, and if you say that 'what they declare the 

meaning to be is not true, they ask you what then 

, 
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it-uocs mean? and if yoo are not prepared to Bay, 

that docs not make them right. To-morrow 

I hope the American party. will arrive, and then I 

should like to get away as qUickly' as poaaible. I 

hope money will a.rrive from you Boon, as I want 

to settle with Abu Nabut, and be off home. 

March 3.-i forgot to mention that when Pro
fessor Owen was talking with me yesterday, he 

said he supposed they would DOW give me a 

Canonry, such being the way persons of my sort 

were rewarded-alluding to Canon 'l'ristra.m. I said 

that I was not in orders; but he replied that the 

Archbishop of Canterbury could easily remedy that. 

This is of course mere talk; !Jut you will recolJect 

Bishop Ryan and others have often expressed Bome

thing of the su.me opinion. Archdeacon Hale, you 

kuow, strongly urged me when a youngman to take 

holy ordera.: it is almost a pity I did not. How

ever, I think that Mr. Disraeli [tiOW Lord Beacons· 

fieldJand Sir StoJford Northcote ought at least to 

increase my pension to £500 per annum. 

Mr. Thomas Cook has been to Bee my pictures, 

a.nd we have had an interesting talk a.bout them, 

and other matters connected with the Holy Land, 

a.nd travellers. He promises to let his American 

tourists know about· .ple, direct1y they a.rrive. As I 

was going down-at~ 1: met Professor Owen again. 

He ,aid h. "' .. coming to tell me that Lord Cl"""nee 
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Paget was mueh interested in my journey, alfd 
desired to have the pleasure of making myacquaint

ance, if I would go Wit11 him. I found his Lord
ship ll. very pleasing, not young, man, and with him 

I had all 110ur's ~onversa.tion, going into the whole 
tmLject thoroughly. Lady Clarence is an invalid, 
he said, Lut hopes to be well enougli to make my 
acquaintance in a da.y or two. His Lordship 

rema.rked, as i was leaving, that. he took for granted 

I was travelling for the British Museum, anu was 
y'uite surprised and shocked to leam that I was 

eutirelyon my own aCGount, supported only by a 
few private friends, and was, in fact, now waiting 

for money to arrive to take me borne. 

March 4.-My friend Colonel Morrieaon has just 
arrived, having come dowli the Nile by the same 

I'.tE'amer as the American party. There being no 

rooms to be Lad in this hotel, and the <tolone! and 
I having Leen I< cLums " at Suez, it was arranged 

for a bed to be made up in my room for him for 

the night. The American party were taken by 
Cook to the Hotel d'Orient. Colonel Morrieson 

was delighted to ~ear of my success; and when I 
said that I was waiting for funds from you, my 

journey a.nd the delay in Egypt having eost more 
than I oalcula.ted, this kind goOd man, in the mOlt 

unostentatious manner, made me & p~t of 

twenty pounds towards the expenses of my expo-



CUFfC INSCRIPTiONS. 

dition. I thanked him sincerely, u.s you may 

suppose. After breakfast a young man, a :Mr. 

Percy Rankn.rt, whom I have seen during the last 

few da.ys with the Miss YOUll~, rome to ask my 
advice abopt join'ing the Amcric.1,11 party. At first 

I was inclined.to advise him not to join them; but 

upon his explaining tbe special opportunity it 

offered, and the low terms upon which he would be 

taken, I said, "Go, by all means." He then pro

mised to endeavour to t:Lke a. "squeeze" for me of 
those Cu£e iuscriptions. [On his l'cturn to England 

Mr. Bankart wrote to Dr. Beke to say he had not 

I.een successful in oLtaiuiug the "squeeze." on 

aceount of the edges not being sufficiently sharp. ] 

I heft.r a very poor a.ccount of the American party 

from one who travelled with them up and (lawn 

the Nile. He says he docs not like them at all; 

t.hat they 'are ignorant, bigoted. narrow-minded 

people; that there is not a single man of scientific 

ltcquireroents or general knowledge-they are, in 

fact. mere "parsons,"-a cOllceited, self-sufficient 

set. After hearing this I decided Dot to go to Dr. 

Strong. If he wall ts me he will come to me; I 
sball not trouble myself about him. 

In the I< Pall Mllll Budget tI of February 20, I sec 

there is aD. article on Dlj discovery of Mount Sinai. 

I sbouid ;"'t be surprised at finding my "Sinai" is 
'Vellstead'. mountaiIi, only he did not identify it 
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with Sillt:!.i. The santi avalanche would well accouut 

for the thunder which Sheikh Mohammed assured me 

he, nnd others, had heard; only I do not quito aee l~ow 

there could be SUI!h .. avnlanches" on my m0lltntain.l 

There arc two young Englishmen here n&IDed 

Creyke Ilnd Naylor, who are going tp Petra; they 

have engaged the dragoman Yon is, nnd havillg 

plenty of 1I1OJJCY J fire going to " do It the tour, so as 

to be back in London for" the season." It is n 

ruiserable day, cold alld overcast in the morning; 

in the afternoon Rhowcry, and now set in for rain. 
Such is Cairo, where it !lever mins I 

'Vith respect to the American party, poor Cook 

and Howard have had an awful time with them on 

the subject of Mohammed ibn Ija.t and his bakhabi8b 

and camels. My impression is, that Dr. Strong in 

his 8elf~6uffi.cicney will decide all going a.long the 

Wady Arabab, aDd not up W.dy cl hbcm 1 :S;c 
intends to follow in the TJe'Y joot¥tepl of the Isrnel~ 

ites-ns if a single inch of the ground were known 

, .. It will be int.eNeting to I,ear wbdber Dr. Deb's Sinai. il tbe 
MTUe mouutain as tlUlt vi,ited by Wellate&d, and. described in hia 
• 'l'raveb in Anlbi .. • (18J8). Wel!ak&d,'a Sinal wu not .. mountain 
to be vitiUd by tTavellel:'llll'ho look foZ' alleuc.! in ~jlttde. It w .. 
.. veT! noiay mountain, for Wellatead, haring tet.ted him&elf on a 
rock. Ill" an A'fjllanehe of land falling. the toa:nd of which (atKirled 
\he lcmdaen 01 tbullder: cawed 'he &eat to vibrate, &n4 10 }~larmed 
hil euneb: tJm tbey weril with ditIlcplSy pl'8Vented by dleit drivtn 
frmn boltillg. A more frightfal !*aP-AOU can hudlr .... 1magined 
than that of riding a rwIIAfa, tl&lDe1 an )(01l1lt Sinai. ....,.POU Jlall 
BwJgd, FelnaT7 ~ 187 .... P. 16, cQI. 2. 
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for a certainty. In the map which Mr. Bolton sent 

me, Kadesh Barnea is marked in three different 

places. fifty miles apart; a.nd in Mr. Samuel Sharpe's 

map it is placed in a fourth position; and yet this 

Yankee Doctor intends going i~ the very foot

Ateps I This is almost as amusing as Mark Twain's 
Pilgrims in Ilis U New Pilgrim's Progress," who 

went to the La.ke of Gennesareth, where they were 
in nIl the ecstasies of religious fervour. They 

would sail on the waters where the apostles had 

fished, where our Lord worked His miracles, and 

so au. A boat came ncar. How much would the 
pcople ta.ke 1 Two napoleons. An imposition: one 
Ilapoleon was enough; they could not give a. far

thing more. The boat sailed away, and they never 

had a sail on the Lake. And all this enthusiasm 

was wasted. for the sake of a paltry napoleon. 

After IlJ.llcheon I called on the Consul-General 

:md Mrs. Stanton to take leave; they were velY 

a.miable, and aftel' a. long chat 00 Egyptian matters 

we parted. \Vhen I came borne I received a visit 

from Lieutenant-Colonel Arelldrup, on the staff of 

General Stone, a very amiable young Dane who 

came to Egypt for hi. health, and being poor (as he 
him .. lf confessed), had accepted service under the 
Egyptian Govenllnent. .fie was most interested U; 
my jo.rney, and ~ Wje liberty of asking me to , 
tell him about it.. 'He was quite modest and un-
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assuming, so fearful of giving offence, and so 
thankful for even the bdef information that I at 
first gave him, that I warmed to him, and showed 
him my pictures~ and had a long agreeable chnt. 
[It is Slld to have to relate that this promising 
young officer fell a. victim in the ill-fated Egyptian 

expedition into Abyssinia in 1875.J 
I have borrowed from Mr Young, Murray's 

<I Handbook" of the Holy Land; in it I lind a 
notice of Aly ibu "Aleciu," who, instead of being 
a Moslem commander, was a Dervish. So I was 
right in calling him a "saint." You will see his 
tomb and mosque at" El Haram" in Route 23 from 
Jerusalem to Nazareth by the sea-coast, the first 
station from Y!lfa 011 the way to Cresarea. Messrs. 
Creyke and Naylor, who sat beside me at dinner, told 
me that they were going to Akaba, and should visit 
Jebel-e'-Nur. 

March 6.-'1'he lDail iR in, and I have your letters. 
I ahall start for Alexandria and England fio..morrow, 
as I am longing to be home. I muat confess that 
I am disappointed in not having had a little more 
attention paid me here; but I am known to be now 

no longer" rich m&I4 and no one cares much for 
poor men. _ I have settled with Abu Nabut. paying 
bim for thirty-nine day. '£195. and giving him 
&lid H .. him very good certifiC':atea. 

Aleund,';a, .March 8. 1874.-At.leastb. my 
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dearest Milly J I come to my last letter frow Egypt. 

I left Cairo yesterda.y, tra.velling with Colonel 
Stokes, who is returning home. " r e go together to 
Brindisi, whence he proceeds to Rome. He is a 

• 
very agreeable companion, and we had a pleasant 
journey. Before leaving Cairo I met Lord Clarence 

• 
Paget in the reading-room, who took leave of me 

in a very friendly wny, asking me to call on Lim in 
town. He seemed mucb delighted with my pam

phlet, even though I had !lot found <1 " volcano "

all the better, pCrh<1l'fl, be said. 
Professor Brugsch has been calling Oil Lis Lord

ship at. the h6tel within the last few days, yet he 
has not called all me according to Lis promise. 

Coloue! Morricsoll, with a friewl of his, and I went 
to the Museum to t.'l.ke 0. last look at the monu

ments again. I there saw young Brugsch, who is 

curator, .aud he showed me his brother's hiero

glyphica.l grammar. He says his brothel' is writing 

u. history, w hicb will Boon be out. 

When I came back from Boulak I found General 

!:;tone had called upon Ole. He has come too late. 
r sent him in return my P.P.C. Hashim accom
panied me to the station, where I found old Abu 

N.but waiting to .... me off. I gave the old fellow 
• 

1\ napoleon be.khshish~ for which he was all 
tb.ub. i!inoe 'I io&\.,~ I have beeIi calling upon 
all my ~ Meods here to •• y good-bye, and 


