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Up the Tung Rive r. 

We were fortunate enough to reach Tachicnlu in the straw
berry season, when the mountain sides were covered with 
beautiful, wild, red, luscious berries. The native children 
go ou t in parties and gather these tx-rries, and sell them on 
the street for less than a penny a pou nd . 

The cattle that graze on the mounta ins about the city 
were dri ven in and milked, ami the milk can be bought for 

1)O\\'S T il l( T,\Cnn:S·LU kIVI!: K. 

about a penny a pint, so that while st rawberries were a sreat 
luxury to us, they had been the common dessert of missionary 
homes for some weeks. Even China and some parts of Tibet 
are not such bad places to live in during some parts of the 
year, especially when people know how to adapt themselves 
to circumstances, and to make the best of what is available . 

We spent one and a-half days in Tachienlu. which is a small 
but very importan t border town. To this city hundreds of 
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Tibetans come daily. some from the vcry he:lrt of Tibet, as 
well as from all parts of the border Sta tes , and here is the 
great depository of the Chines!' Tibetan frontier. Taking 
t he average train of tea coolies, we find that about 125 arri ve 
daily throughout the yea r, each coolie carry ing a burden 
of about 2 00 catties (o r 366 lbs.) . During the busy season 
there nrc as many as 400 coolies arri ving per day; in the slack 
season vcry few nre seen along this road. But , since Tachicnlu 
is thc t cnninus of the Chinese coolie line of transportation , 
it I::. also the point from where the yak car,:n'ans are made up . 

Commerci ally. Tachicnlu is of great importance. From the 
hea rt of Tibet hides, wool, deer's hams, musk and gold dust 
all lind their way , and these are exchanged on the street of 
Tdchienlu for tea , cott on goods and haberdashcry of aJl 
kinds, such :1.S arc used in Tibet for bartering pu rposes .. 

The stranger, simply passing t.hrough the place, might 
dismis!' it as a dirt y mil itary outpost. The streets arc very 
narrow and , if one turns out early in the morning , they -w ilJ 

be found extremely filthy, especially in the slimmer months. 
The shops look insignificant , as little can be seen in them 
b ut copper kettles , pots and pans, used by the T ibetans when " 
tra velling ; and cloth , needles and cot ton thread , a few old , 
swords and relics from monasteries which the Chinese tr~ 
have looted, complete the display. 

The Lu River come-os roUillg through the centre of the 
town , bisecting it. This river is spanned by three suspension 
bridges, over wh.ch foot passengers, animals and caravan 
traffic pass to and fro. The town is paved with stone 
t hroughout , the houses are built on wooden frames, with 
movablc wood fronts, mostly painted brown, but some o( the 
walls are built of stone. The architecture is a modified Cl\inese 
Tihctan style found all along the frontier. 

The finest building in the place is t he Ming-chen SSU. This 
title was given by the Chinese to the Tussu of Chala.,. State, 

,,6 

• 



• 
• 

Up the Tung Ri\'er. 

wh ich is bounded on the east by the Tung. on the west by the 
Yalung R ivers. on the north by Maize and Gaishechia, and 
O il thesQuth by the Huang Lama's district , whose headquarters 
arc at Mili, a ten days' journey ~outh, 

Ve 'called to sec )[ing-chen Tuo;sii, but unfortunate1y he 
was not at home. We entered a large compound SlIITOtlllded 

by a high sione wa ll , enclosing lofty. semi-Chinese bu ildings, 
with sloping roofs and covered caws. T he- roof was decora ted 
by seve ral gilded pinnacles. 

The poor-looking re~id(,llcC of the Sub' prefect. who also 
fI lls the position of comml!'sary, IS close by. but looks smalJ 
a nd insignificant in compa rison. 

The T ussu has been poli tely asked to remove to his summer 
residence, which lies ten miles to the south-wes t, as his city 
abode will be required b~' the Warden of the !\la rches. This 
ma.y be only a tempora ry arra ngement, but the Chinese policy 
is nn aggressive one, and the day is not far di stant when they 
may be able to dispo~c of th e services of the Prince of Chala, 
though his residence may prove useful for housing the Chinese 
officiah, his successors. At present thi s once powerful Tussu 
is only a tool in the hand .. of the Chinese. He is useful to 
them in securing transport for their mili tary supplies . His 
'people nrc groaning under the heavy burden thus imposed 
on them , for hu ndrcds of animals arc rcqu ircd daily to forward 
the supplies and ammunition to the troops which are sca ttered 
along the frontier. 

We must now ret urn and have a peep into the monastery 
which is c10se by. We entercd a large room and werc recch'ed 
by the secreta ry. After tea an d refreshments he led us to the' 
general assembly room, from the gallery 01 which we had a 
fmc view of the service tha t was being conducted. On an 

• elevat ed seat , on which was a silk cushion , sat a lad of about 
sixteen years. He was an incarnation of Buddha. In two rows 
down the centre of the large room about fifty lamas sat, all 

"7 Q ' 

• 



Sport and Travel on the Tibe tan Steppes. 

with bells and de rgies (thunderbolts) in their hands, which 
they waved abou t and kept time to the weird chan t. Candles 
and butter lamps burned on the a lta r, causing a most peculiar 
light and effect as we looked down 0 11 th e worshippers, some 
of them apparently most devout , while some of the youllger 
members of the party were quite frivolous an d ina ttentive . 
We were careful not to attract their attention tha t we might 
sec the ceremony under ordinar}' circumstances . 

However, we must now go back to the gochuangs an d sec 
what is going on there before we take our departure. I have 
in a former chapter explained that a gochuang is a kind of 
gu ildhall, where the members or friends of a clan lodge. 

• 

In Tachien lu there are many of these, and the people coming 
from tbe interior always put up in their own guild, and through 
the m anaeers of these guilds they buy their tea or other 
articles of import to Tibet. The art icles brough t from the 
interi or for the most part also go through UlI" hands of these 
indispensable gochuang managers. In other words, they act 
as the middlemen between the Chinese mcrchant and the 
Tibetan t rader from the interior. It is only by remaining in 
these gochuangs for some days that one gets some idea of the 
businc!>S that goes on in such a place, for from the street 
nothing can be seen of what is going on inside these enclosures. 

We said good~bye to Tachienlll friends and continued our 
jOllmey , following the main tea road as far as Wassukou . 

The river was a seething t orrrnt all t he way, and falls 
almost 3,000 feet in six Ii (fifteen miles). In several places we 
were marching right in the spray, that was dashed far over our 
heads, as the wa ter beat its surf in white foam aga inst the 
boulders. Very little cultivation was to be seen after passing 
two miles below Tachienlu. About some of the houses by the 
roadside a small patch of vegetables or t obacco was to be "' 
seen, but such cultivation was so limited as to be scarcely 
wort.h mentioning. 
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\\'assukou stands on the right bank of the Lu River , just 
above its junction with the Tung. Here we spent the night. 
It was quite early when we arrived, so we went down to the 
river to watch the natives fishing. The system of angling 
adopted was one commonly used by the Chinese in swift· 
running streams, where the fi sh is caught when passing over 
the shoals. 

The fiShing gear consists of a long bamboo rod , with a 
fixed iron ring at the lip, n fccl is attached to the fishing 
rod, sometimes the line is wound between the thumb and 
forefinger and over the elbow, two hooks are attached to the 
line a few feet apart, and a small lead sinker is made fast 
about six feet higher up. The line is thrown out into the 
current, and let run through the iron ring. the current being 
swift the line is carried away, then drawn up over the rapid 
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again. The hooks catch in the side of a fisb that is struggling 
to get up the inpid , anel in this way large fish arc sometimes 
caught, but it requi res a lot of practice <lnd .patience to be at 
all successful. I have ~ecn fish 7 to 8 Ib5. landed in this way. 
but J have also on other occasions watched the fishe rmen 
work away for an hour and nC\'cr get a ftsh. 

Ncar \Vassukou we met th e ~uh-prcfect. who was out 
eX:lmining the road that was undergoing repairs before

Chaoerhfung. the new \\'arden of thc :'II,neiles. should arrive. 
The change was quite noticea ble between 'I achienlu and this 
point , but it would not be wry las ting. for a lot of loose earth 
was phccd over the rough pl:l ces. which a good shower of rain 
would "..!~!J away. 

f n many places boulders which had been washed down 
and almos t blocked the road were removed , and in 01 her places 
they were immovable. The road was built up with stones 
so as to allow chairs and mules to pass without any difficulty. 
Two thousand men wcre reported tf) be at work on the section 
cont rolled from Tachienlu. 

From \\'assukou we passed over a chain bridge span ning the 
Lu River. This bridge was built of thirteen chains. the links 
of which were about twelve inches long, made of three·quart er 
in!:h iron. These chains were built into stone masonry, 
and made tight by means of primitive windlassf>s, one to each 
chain, and tumed by inserting an iroll crowbar into holes 
bored in the log. When the chains were jacked tight, the 
windlasses were built OVCI" with masonry. It was a... very 
good bridge, but there was a deal of vibration. 

We travelled tip the right bank of lhe Tung for four miles, 
where we arrived at Kutze, and took shelter from the pelting 
rain in the old Tibetan temple. There we found an ex·Lama. 
who had been turned out of the Lamasery on account of a 
6ght he had had with another brother of his order, so he said, 
but 1 should judge there was a more serious charge against 
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him. The temple, was a fu1 C building, though the Lama in 
charge of it only visits it twi~c a year. Owls tltnd bats have 
taken possession ~ f the place and roost on the idols. In the 
daytime the rafters of the temple were literally covered with 
bats. The lower storey of the temple was kept lockrd. but 
from the gallery to which we had access we could sce the 
gilded faces of the huge idols in the dim light. The work 
about the altars was of fine workmanship and in good condition , 

• 

bearing testimony to the fact that at one time there were 
many devoll'cs in this sec tion of the country. 

The temple was quite unique in its architecture, very 
different from anything we had seen all the whole journey. 
It had two round houses built out on the roof like turrets , 
which gave the place a very fine appearance . 

At Kutze there was a single rope bridge, worked by the 
ex-Lama, who was certainly an expert at performing on the 
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light rope: he tried to persuade us that this was the best 
place to cross, but we learnt that there was a ferry boat some 
distance higher up the stream at a place called Chiang Tsui 

.. (rh'c!"'s lip). and there we found a ,very frail and small boat in 
which we managed to get across safely. 

• 

.. 

Here the river bears to the west and we went up a small 
s tream and over a mountain to avoid a very difficult gorge, 
through which it would have been almost impossible for our 
cooii('s to have passed, even if we could. We spent the night 
2,000 feet above the river bed, and had a magnificent view 
of Paomashan (rnc~'horse mountain) to the south of Tachicnlu , 
which is quite 25 ,000 feet above sea-leveL 

The ('mlntfY is picturesque and there is considerable farming 
cn rried on along the yalley and slopes. The people belong 
to YlItllng , where a chief lives , but he is really subject to the 
Muping TUSS11. 

On passing over the spur, after a climb of 2,000 feet , and 
a descent of ncarly as much , wc came down to the bed of the 
Songlin River, n tributary of the Tung; this we followed to 
one of it s sources. 

At Hciku we found quit e a large Bon or Black monastery, 
and purchased some of their books. I was sorry not to have 
a copy in Ti betan to givc them, and even the fcw copics of 
Chincse Scriptures 1 had picked 11p at Tachicnlu had all been 
disposed of. 

The people were mast friendly. though no foreigner had 
ever been here beforc. We spent the night in a water mill 
a little Calther on, just before entering one of the finest 
forests I have seen for a long time. The people were busy 
grinding flour till nearly 12 o'clock, but at last the water was 
turned off and we went to sleep. 

Next morning we dipped straight into the dense foresj. 
For the first five miles the trees were not very large, but for 
the next thirty miles they stood as straight as church towen, 
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and many of them measured !Oi;.; feet on the stump. or 
eighteen feet in circumference. J have never seen anything 
to equal them outside of a British Columbia forest. 

Years ago an attempt was made to raft timber down from 
here, hut the rapids were so difficuH that there was much 
loss of life and timber. and the enterprise was abandoned. 
We spen t one night in this {orcst, and the next day, at 4 p.m. , 
we arrived at the pl<lcC where we had hoped to meet l\leares, 
for we had sent a mnner on ahead to escort him from Hannin, 
where we expected him to be, and bring b' m to us at Linkou. 
He had left for Mongun b,::fof f' the runner arrived, as we were 
two days latcr thau we had expected. ,So after waiting two 
days Brooke went across to :'IIongtrn to join Meares, and r· 
went on my way en.stward through Muping to Chentu. 

This was a very rough piece of country. The road was 
built out on bamboo poles, stuck in mortices in the pcrpen· 
dicular rock, sometimes sixty feet above the stream. T arrived 
home on the last day of July, 1908, in the hottest weather 
that had been known ill Sechun.n for twenty years. After 
the cool mountains of Tibet, the heat was enough to prostrate 
one, for the thermometer rose to 105 in the daytime and 
never was below 95 at night for quite three weeks. 

< • 
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CHAPT ER XV I!. 

Two GOLD STREA)IS. 

FROM the junction o f the I, crmer with the J\wanyin River 
at Damba the uni ted strc:l.In flo\\";,; almost due south to Romi 
Changkn, and i!; called the T:l Chin or Great Gold Stream. 
At Changku another large stream, called the Siaochin or 
Small Guld Stream, joins it, and frum that point to where the 
road leading to Ningyucnfu crosses it the flyer is known by 
the name of Tatuho or Great Ferry River. From lhere to 
Kiatingfu, where it joins its waters wilh the Ya and ,Min 
Rivers, it is known as the Tung or Brass River. These are 
all local names , and may be very misleading and confusing 
to the traveller as well as to th(' reader-nevcr su re of just 
what river he is Ir:\\'cllil1g Oil, or reading about, unless these 
points arc borne in mind. 

A little information as to how Ihcse names came to be IIsf'd 
and why tlley exist may be o[ interest. 

We will go back to the source of the strC<l.m and follow 
them down again. Kenner is a. Tibetan name, given to the 
branch o f lhi<; river lh:lt rise; in th€' Kcnner !l.Iountain;; or 
plateau, a range that divides the watcrs of the Tung from 
those o f the Min Rivcr or Fu. as it is callrd near Songpan . 
This rivcr runs through the pasture lands and camping 
grounds of Upper ){ crmcr, Middle I, crmer, and Lower Kermer. 
These three settlement s arc on the sou them slopes of Ngaba 
State. We now fo llow the stream down through the Stat es 
of Soma, Drukagi an d Runga, to its junction with the Kwan
yin River. T he latter river forms the boundary line between 
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----------------
Runga State and Chosschia. Kwanyin IS the largest or 
longest of the two streams, the true source of the Tachin or 
Tung River. Some of its tributaries rise in the Baian Tukmu 
~Iountain in the Gallik Range, wh ich divides the waters of 
the Huanghu from those of the Yangtze. It derivcs its name 
from a large L'l mascry called J\wanyin Cumba, which is built 

on itc; banks, about three days' journey north-west of its 
junction with the Kermer. One of the Kwanyin's tributaries 
rises on the northern slopes of the Dabo range, and flows 
through the centre of Youkoh State. This branch we followed 
for several days, and crossed it almost a t its sou rce. 

We must now retuOl to Chosschia and trace the Tachin 
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River. From the junction of the Kenner to Kwanyin Rivers 
i t run s through a valley which has a rich gold deposit.. Great 
quantities of this precious metal have been washed from the 
sands along the banks of t~is stream , and also from deep 
tunnels sunk into the bank near the river's edge, where de
posits of silt have been made sufficient to turn the stream 
from its former channel. This is the case also with the Siao
chi n, and from their gold depos its both of these streams 
derive thei r names. 

From Hsu Ching. a strong military outpost and the most 
important town in the Tachin valley, the Chinese have t aken 
possession of most of the land along the river, though it has 
1..:0::.1 l!J\!lTI a great many lives to do it. In the time of Chen 
Lung fierce battles were fought in these valleys, and the 
fam.ous Tussu Solo Wang was subdued. Two small States 
further south-Bati and Bawang-still retain their here
ditary Tussus, where the old cult of the Bon, a primitive 
form of native worship, yet exists, and is still the Stat e re
ligion. Buddhism, therefore, has never been fully estab
lished here, but it is steadily making its way. 

1n the Siaochin valley there is only one small nntin State 
left-OJen or Wokji -which is still govemed by a l l here
ditary Tu:.su . T he rest of the valley is directly under the 
Chinese officials stationed at Mongun. They employ nativ~ 
headmen, called respectively P eifu and Ch ienfu, i.e., the 
head of 100 fami lies and the head of 1,000 families, and these 
a re hereditary offices, and arc a remnant of the old Tussu 
system. ThIS system the Chinese are trying to adopt 
throughout all this country and Tibet. Chaoerhleng, the 
presen t Warden of the Marches, may be able to accomplish 
thei r policy, but not, I fear, without a struggle on the part 
of the t ribesmen . . 

It was in these valleys that Meares was travelling 
while Brooke and myself were on the long journey de
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scribed in the fo rmer chapters, and here I may summa! ise 
his wanderings, as he told us of t hem. 

It was decided that he should go south with the coolies 
and their baggage while he went toward the Tibetan frontier, 
and we hoped to meet at Changku by a certain date. 

He t ravelled down the fertile valley of the Tachiu among 
cornfields and beautiful scenery. The river's banks were 
covered wi th flowers, o\'cr which fluttered gaudy butterfli es, 

C RO U P 0 . ' "'I.IIIR~_"K '" IS ' "111; TM" III S I ' AI.I .K\' , 

while brightly-coloured parrots flashed among the trees, 
which were abundant along the water's edge. It was even
ing when he reached Hsuching, a Chinese military outpost . 
The official seemed pleased to see him, and invited him to 

• 
dinner. 

He found plenty of fruit for sale on the strccts. This 
district is famous for its pears, and later in the year they a re 
even shipped to Chcnlu, all eighteen to twenty days' journey. 
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Continuing down the river, at noon the next day he Cilme 
to another coracle ferry. The ri\'er was running in high 
flood and it took some time to cross, 

They were still fourt een m ilrs from their destination, but 
the ferryman volunteered to lake l\leares and his interpreter 
down by river in an hour; so they struck a bnrgain. They 
took their scats in the bottom of till> walnut shell, and were 
off at the speed of an Atlantic liner. The craft bobbed up 
and down, lurncrl rOllnd and round, while the boatman, in 
a half-kneeling position, endeavoured to steer the raft off 
the rocks with his small paddle. 

They shot a number of cataracts, and at last came to a 
place wheT(: they heard a tremendous booming and roaring. 
The boa tman worked his boat to the shore, and landed to 
have a look at the rapid. 

First, he thought it was impossible to shoot this, then he 
said he would try, and off they went again, When they 
reached the big waves which surged quite tcn fect high they 
were hurled into the air, {hen twisted round and round in 
the eddy, until the whole world seemed to bc swin ging; next 
they disappeared into a hollow and the wa\'es broke over 
each side of their tublike craft. 

The b(:ort covered his face and cried bitterly, but the 
boatman worked away with his paddle, and snOIl they were, 
in smooth water again , continuing thf'ir trip to thl' large 
monastery just abo\'c Tsongh ua, where they a rrived in three
quarters of an hour from their starting point. 

The writer having made this same journey the year before, 
can vouch for the sensational experiences of the trip. 

Tsonghua is also a military outpost , but all these officials 
have both civil and military power. 

From Tsonghua they went over the pass to Mongun, the 

• 

largest and most important town in this section of thc .. 
country, There the Brigadier is located, and there it 
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was Mearcs hoped to store their extra baggage :lnd 
supplies. 

Soon after ie.n-ing Tsonghua they started up a steep moun
tain and toiled on all day in ponring ra in, and at 7 p.m. 
reached a herdsman's hut, where they put up for the night. 

Next morning it was still raining. but they set ou t to top 
the pass, which they T('ached at 1 I o'clock. 

Though it was the middle of July the snow was still lying 
deep on the top. ant! they all fclt the effect of the altitude 
a good deal. Tid" pass is Mer 16,1)00 feet high. Mos t of the 
coolie!> collapsed, and, if they had not been able to hire some 
medicine diggers to rarry the la'lds o\'cr, they would ha ve been 
stranded. 

On the other side of the mountain they found a lnrgc glacial 
valley covered with grass and decorated with flowers, 

On the upper slopes there W,\S a deep soft carpet of edel
weiss, adorned with a profusion of large red, yellow and blue 
poppies, Lower down, til<' :;lope:, were co\'ered with cowslips 
and other flowers like primrose~, besides lllallY other varieties, 
the names of which were unknown. 

Scattered through the \'alley was a number IJf herdsmen's 
tents, and large droves of yak were grazi ng on the rich pas
ture. Below this they came to timber land, which is rather 
3' r:l.re thing in this p:lrt of the country, where the moun bins 
are for the most part destitute of trees, 

They reached Mongu n in a heavy rain, to fmd the bridge 
had collapsed, le;wing only aile log to connect the buttments 
on either shore. With much difficulty they got across and 
very soon reached the street, where they found an inn and 
plenty of Chinese food for sale . 

After paying off all the coolies but three, and stowing the 
• baggage in the official's yarnen, they set ou t for Changku, 

a town three hard marches south-west, sit uated near the 
junction of the two gold streams. The first day they had 
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two stnges, the path for much of the way was submerged by 
the swirling stream. It was impossi ble to climb the steep 
cliffs that hemmed in the valley in man y places, so there 
was nothing for it but cautiously to wade through the sut;; 
merged places, a most difficult task for the coolies with tbei r 
loads. It was rather chilly work , t hus wading in the ice cold 
water, for the melting snuw was pouring into it from tile 
surrollnding heights. They at last rcached Changku, to find 
a man waiting them with a letter from Brooke, s'lying 
that he was going with me still further west, and that we 
would not be h~('k for some w('ek~. So i\Jc;'lres filIp<1 in the 

time by visiting the tribes of Bati and Bawang, who live on 
the west bank of the Tachiu. north of Changku. 

~Iarching up the right bank of the river for ten miles they 
came to the capit.al of Bawang. where there is also a l arge 
monastery . and the rrsidrnce of the Chief is near by. 

They were soon invaded by a crowd of truculent. ill-favoured 
looking Lamas. Thcse they tried to entertain, but they orily 
grew morc insolent and began Ihrowing SlOl1('S, and it was 
with some difficulty they escaped without a row. 

They marched on to Bati, passing the famous black temple 
which is the headqu:trters of the Bonba cult, but were not 
successful in gaining access to the temple. Mr. Edgar, So 
far as I know, is the only foreigner who has ever been inside 
it. The priests would not allow me to enter this temple 
when I passed through last year. ~ I eares reached a small 
town on the right bank opposite the Tussu'!, residence. but 
the river being in high flood it was impossible to cross. While 
Bonba is the State religion, there is also a number of the 
Red and Yellow cults about, and they have a monastery 
ncar the Bonba temple. • 

The banks of the river are rich in alluvial gold. but no one ~ 
is allowed to collect it except the Lamas, and these only {pr 
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gilding the temple Toofs. 

they a re supposed (0 put 
increase and mu ltiply. 

\vh~n they. find :\ large nugget 
it back in the c:trlh, that it may 

From herr i\l ca rc'i return ed to Mongull by the route 
just travelled , where he arriwd without further adventure., 
except that on one occasion :t hug£' !Otan£', \\hi eh got loose 

THt: rI CA ~!S OF l-o-(;ROSS II I'.T\\'I'. I. S Y"" .4."'1) COW. 

from the mountains, came tearing down into the valley and 
crossed the road just in front of them, leaving a line of sparks 
behind as it bltmped on the rocks. 

'From i\[ongun he next set out for Hannin , where he hoped 
• to meet us all our way back . H annin is a pretty little place. 

nestling in the mounta ins at a height of ]0,000 {eet. A 
Chen(u or centurion is responsible {or the good conduct of 
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the people there. After wai ting some days and hearing no 
word of us he n"tumed to )Iongu ll , where a runner from 
?lIT. Brooke overlook him, saying that he had arrived at Liang
hokoll, a place three days south of Mongun. ~ I ea res sent 
back ,,'ord that he would wai t at ?llongun, and there Brooke 
joined him. 

After a few days' rest they con tinued northward toward 
Tsakalao; the weather was very hot, and all the maize fields 
were burned lip for want of rain. 

Everywhere the people were beating drums and cymbals 
and burning incense, imploring the gods to send rain. If 
they had only st'ttlcd dowll to a few hours ' hard work many 
of the fields could have be('11 irrigated from the stre:lms which 
flow everywhere down the mountain side. . 

All along the river's bank were to be seen the remains of 
gold diggings which had long since been abandoned . As far as 
Lianghokoll there was a good deal of cultivalion. A llumber 
of Chinese have emigra ted into this valley and have taken native 
wivcs. One Chinaman had rented a mill for three shillings 
a year :md married a native wife; her he sent to the moun
tainsto dig medicine , while he ground the corn . Theyfollowed 
the rig-h l-hand st ream which rises in the Hongchiao Pass, 
and :lfter camping for a night in a deserted herdsman's hut , 
they crossed the pass, and lodged in the medicine digger's hut 
on the eastern slope of the mountain. The day they crossed 
the Va::.s it W,c; raining , so the view they hall hupcd for was 
unobtainable. 

One more day brought them to the rO:ld oyer which we had 
passed on OUT way up two months previollsly. Two more 
uneventful marches brought them to Tsakalao. As t hey 
intended to rest fo r a few days they pitched their ten ts on 
the river's bank some distance from the town. • 

Some large walnut trees afforded splendid shade from 
the hot SUIl. Here they held a spring cleaning. Fi rst, t hey 
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washed themselves, then all their c\(lthes, and then made 
the coolies do likewise. This was not an easy matter, for 
although it was hot in the sun the water was vcry cold. But 
one man undertook the task, and the rest all followed like a 
flock of sheep. 

They went over the pass by which :'I lea rcs had come in 
when returni ng from his lakin hunt in 1\1:1)', and cnmpcd 

ncaf the salt-licks, hoping they mighl :lgain mee t with a 
lakin, for ).fcares was anxious to photograph a live one. 
Brooke spent two day:; and nighl s waiting for one of these 
strange creatures to apIX'a r, but \'uin ly ; there wcre plenty 
of tracks about, hut the creatures that made them were no
where to be found. They changt.'d places :lIld Brooke went 
on the hunt , while l\l ca rcs took hi!> bed to the salt-li ck and 
waited to geta photograph. Forthrec days he waited without 
result. The fourth day the rain fell heavily, and during the 
night a stream carnc down under the rock where he was 
camped, The rocks were looscnf'd by the heavy min, and 
began rolling down the steep hillside, When d:lylight broke 
he picked up his wet bed and cleared out, uut on reaching the 
main stream he found that the log which spanned it had been 
washed away. 

After wading down the side of the torrent lor some dis
tance he met Brooke, who had come out to find him, and 
they were able to fell a tree across lhe torrent, and thus 
bridge it. The wea ther contlllucd wet, so sending one of 
the hunters back to Tsakalao for mail, they awaited his return. 
Two days later he arrived with a big bundle on his back, 
and they rushed at him and se ized ii, hoping to fi nd the long
expected letters and papers . On tearing open the parcel 
they found nothing but bacon. This mail had been sent to 

. 00lonel Kao for them, but he had had to leave home. and 
being desirous t o keep their letters in safety, had locked them 
in a box. So after the- hunter had partaken of a meal he 
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went back again for the letters, and two days la ter returned 
with such a bundle of mail that. it took some time to 
read it. 

After spending several more days in a fruitless hunt after 
the takin they came 011 to Chentu, and made preparations 
lor thei r journey southward through China and India, where 
they hoped on their way to pass through the Rema and Lisu 
tribcs. 
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CHA PTER XVlll. 

:'I.[A:-iTZE R ELIGION A:-;'D CUSTOMS. • 

My readers may ask , \Vho are these i\lantze and in what 1 
way are they different from the rest of the people of West 
China l 1 must admit thnt this is a fair question, and so far 
J lluve only been t~\ling you about the ex periences of in· 
di\'id\lal~ who have travelled through their count ry. 

From scraps of hi~tory which r have been able to gather 
and translate, as well a;; from reports given by the people 
them;;clvc:;, 1 have come to the conclu1>ion that the people 
known :l.S tht' :\I:tntze arc cmigTants from Gari, a place just 
north of Siklim, nca r (;lmbn Dsung. O\'cr 800 years ago 

they were im'ited by the Chinese to come over and help them 
subdue' the fierce warlike tribes of thc Upper :'Ilin or Fu River. 

r who were constantly raiding the Chinese along the plain, 
and, when pursued, retreated into the mountains out of reach. 

Three thouS:lnd of the Gad m01mtaineers, many of them 
..... ith their families, came over to help and su bdue the raiders; 
and were given the promise of free homesteads on the land 
previously inhabited by the l>cople called Changmin. who 
were the original inhabitants. Fierce battJes were fought. 
the Gari emigrants attacking from the rear, while the Ch inese 
troops came in from the plain. 

The Changmin were driven back, and the land t hey occupied 
was ceded to the strangers who had recently arrived from the 

• head waters of the Brahmaputra, on condition of their being 
loyal to the Chinese Government. 

Heredital titles were given them and they were Jeft jn 
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control of these mountainous regions, if only they would check 
the raids of the aborigines, and render tribute to the Chinese 
Government as acknowledgment of China's sovereign right 
over the country. 

For many years there was a fierce stnlggle carried on between 
the Ch .. 1.l1gmin and their new enemies, the i\Iantze orGarionian, 
who had crowded them back and tal-en possession of their 
lands, 

To enable these invaders to withstand the fierce attack 
of the Changmin, strong stone stockades were built on the 
spurs of the mountains, where the natural surroundings 
afforded the greatest amount of protection. We find many 
of lltdr chultze or forts built in such positions that very few 
men would be needed to defend a whole fort. This also 
accounts for the great towers, like factory chimneys, which 
we find everywhere, and which were used for two purposes; 
firstly as beacons, in case of a sudden raid, when a fire was 
kindled on the top of these great towers, and friendly villagers 
would come rushing to their aid; secondly, for storing their 
valuables and grain. The cattle were driven into the lower 
storey and were shut in by great heavy doors. In case of 
being hard pressed, the inhabitants took their fina l stand 
around this tower; and when compelled to take shelter , 
retreated up a ladder or temporary scaffold that led to the 
second storey of the tower, and defended that throllgh the 

turret holes, and by casting stones from the top 011 their 
enemies. 

It was this most uncertain and strenuous life that made 
these people such famolls warriors, and accounts for the 
name given them by the Chinese, "l\1anpuko," meaning 
.. Cannot be overcome"; Mantze means "One who cannot 
be overcome," and originally they were thus looked upon by 
the Chinese. Later the character applied to an unruly tribe, 
which me;tns "barbarous-unruly," was used in writing of ,., 
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them, and is now used by the Chinese in contcmpt , and is 
much resented by the tribesman. But there i s no other 
Chinese term to distinguish them from the Sifan, employed 
in reference to the ordinary Tibetan of Central and Northern 
Tibet. 

These people came from the upper slopes of the Brahma
putra , where that fo rm of nature worsh ip known as the Bon 
or Bonba, also as the Black Ca p ClIlt, existed. They were 
slow to surrender their sceptre to the aggressive H.ed and 
Yellow sects of Buddhism. 

To-day, in addition to the large Buddhist monasteries 
found established in Ihis country, many o f which have made 
a compromise with the Bonb.. and retain many of their 
hideous id91s in the temples. we find the orthodox Bonba in 
Bati and Bawallg, and also along the Tung River, between 
Wassukou and Romi Changku. The priests are distinguished 
by their dress, as shown in the photograph. They turn their 
prayer wheels the opposite way to the Yellow and Red sects, 
and thei r teaching is looked on as not only heterodox, but 
most wicked; yet much of it is accepted by the people and 
winked at by the Lamas. 

The Bonba is a pre-Buddhist, indigenous Pantheon, and 
the idols of the cult are the most obscene and vulgar con
ceptions of an ea rthly and foul mind . Yet the people worship 
before these obscene a nd even fie ndish models, offering them 

blood and spirits, as well as all the cereals produced on the 
land ; herbs, tobacco and poisons are especially offered. 
They insist on the maidens wearing nothing more than a string 
round their waist, into which is tucked a small lamb skin 
or tassel made of yarn, which hangs to the knee. 

After their first child i~ born they may wear skirts , as the 
gods have purified them . 

The priests of Bati and Bawang States, where the old Bon 
cult is stil! the Stale religion , teach the people that, if they 
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divert from this anci ent custom, the gods will grow angry 
with them, and they will all d ie off. I n winter time they wear 
a eoa t woven from yam made of yak hai r, which keeps them 
pretty warm. In the summer months the \'alley in which 
they live, in fact the whole valley of the Tachin , is very hot. 

The neighbouring tribes have long since discarded this 
custom and a ll the females wear pla ited skirts. 

The black priests wear a conical black hat , s i:niirl r to tha t 
of :\!other Hubbard , and very simi lar to the dunce cap the 
Chinese crier wears when he runs in front of an official chai r. 
T here are not a few Bon symbols found in Chi nese architecture ; 
for example, the twO poles, with a hnx , much the shape of a 
grain measure, affixed about two-thirds up each pole, found 
in front of every ya men and temple, is a relic of nature worship 
which is not unknown to the Bonba. 

Buddhism has made many concessions to the Bon, and 
where it really has establish~d itself in the l\lantze States. 
it has done so by y ielding substantially to the wishes of the 
pcopl£', and allowing them to retain much of their old belief 
and customs; though in many of the Sta tes Buddhism has 
really succeeded Bonism, yet it is a Buddhism different from 
that of most pa rts of Tibet. Colonel Waddell sta tcs in his 
invalua ble book , ., Lhasa and its ::\fysteries" (page 381), 

that the Black Cap is not unk nown , even at Lhasa . He, 
writes: " They have no literature, and utter their sayings 
orally . T he leading o racles in Lllil~a arc tiLe NaciLullg a nd 

the Karmashar. 
" The chief oracle is a ttached to the principal State 

monastery, Dapung. For, notwithstanding its un-Buddhist 
character, this gross form of heat hen sorcery was so deeply 
rooted in the minds of the people that that crafty mIer , the 
first Dalai La ma , brought it into the order of t he La mas. In 
doing this he was doubtless actua ted, as were the Roman 
governors, by the obvious political advantages of having so 
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powerful an instrument for the Govern ment service entirely 
under the control of the priests. 

" Those who are masters in this art bear the ti tle of • Chief 
of the Wizards,' and not only do they perform at stated 
festive ceremonies, when they dance frantically to quick 
music in the midst of clouds of incense, burning from large 
swinging censers, but they also take it upon t hemselves to 
fright~n the people into paying sums of money to the temples, 
and the lIp~kcep of the La mas, who live on the {at of the land, 
and make the people believe that they are the only medium 
through which the gods can be approached. " 

Demon possession also forms part of the programme. On one 
occasion I witnessed a most impressive ceremony whi le J was 
waiting fordin ner in a \·il lagi.' , and every thing was perfectly quiet. 
Suddenly we s.."L\\, ;:t demon-possessed priest dressed in sca rlet 
robes with a black, conical-shaped ha t on his head, and in his 
hand a sword dyed red in blood. He seemed to throw himself 
down the hill from the temple, then leap in the air brandishing 
his sword in n most fnntnstic manner : then he seemed to 
roll down tbe hill, head o\-er heels, and land on his feet, 
striking with hi;; sword first in one direct ion then in another. 
At last he reached the st reet :md drew ncar us in a most ai mless 
way . His face was painted red, and he certainly looked 

' hideous enough to have come from the lower regions. He 
rushed up to the street and stood opposite me for a minute, 
not morc than five paces away; my men an screamed and 
some got under the tr.bles, others ran for their lives. The 
whole s1 reet was in an uproa r. ] made sll re he was a Boxer 
and drew my revol\'er. When the old l:l.dy in whose house 
I was dining s.."L W it , she [hrew her a rms around me and cried, 
" Don' t shoot, he is my son. The man across' the way has 

• borrowed money from the temple some years ago and will 
not pay it back, and the idol has borrowed my son's body 
to COI1l{, down and chastise him ; he will not hurt you ." I 
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assured the old lady that she need not fear for me, that so 
long as he kept his sword at a rm 's length away he was quite 
safe, bllt he had better not come too close. 

After a few leaps in the air he went to the house opposite, 
where the man who owed the money lived. The poor wretch 
was SO fright ened that he Jay prostrate on the floor. The 
would-be demon marched up to him, threat ening to smite 
him with the sword , wa\'ing it wildly in the air, while the 
pro;trate man on t he floor pleaded for mercy , saying he wou ld 
surely return the money. The demoniac never spoke through
out the whole performance, and with wild leaps, ca mE' out of 
the house. st:lggercd up the strect and then ran up the hill 
t o the temple like a madman. In all my wanderings on the 
Tibetan border I had !1('\'er seen anything like it before , my 
coolie!' and helpers said they n(> \'cr did either . Judging from 
the secret the old lad \' gave me, the whole thing was arranged 
and the priest just worked himself up to a great state of 
excit ement , which , together with his a ttire and blood-stained 
sword , made a most impressive sight. 

Buddhism has ga ined much ground in many of the fertile 
valleys, and on prominent hills we fmd largc monasteri e. .. 
containins from 500 to f ,OOO L'\nw.s, The one ne:lr Miala 
is the largest I know of in the country , which claims to have 
about 2,000 Hames on its register. 

The feudal system that prevails has held the bnds in the 
possession of the lords or Tussus, who have in tum let them 
out to their people on condition that they render certain 
sen' ices to them as lords, and also hold themselves ready to 
sen'e the Chinese Govern ment through the lords, if they should 
be called out. The lands thus not belonging to the people, 
they could not borrow money on them, nor will them over to 

• 

the monasteries. as is done in some parts of Tibet. • 
• 

Yet the Lamas have not missed any opportunity to get 
possession of the people by threats of the evils that will befall . 
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them if they do not support the monasteries n.nd the h oly 
L1. mas, who arc the only medium between God n.nd man. and 
they also teach that without a I.ama there is no remi!:sion of 
sins . 

The plan adopted is to have a Lama succeed to the Tussuship; 
and . once that is accomplis;hed. the whole Stat(' is in lhe power 
of the leading Lamasery. and th(' prople have to bump Uleir 
heads:1t the feet of a \":ts;sal lord and Father Superior: and at 
the sa me time pay the-ir dll('5' in kind to the monastery for the 
use of their lands, and in fact for the right to exist at ::tIl. 
Once the State falls into the POSSC!;SiOll of the monastery 
it rarely or ever emcrges from its grasp again: for while the 
nearest heir should succeed. whether male or female. it is 
always arranged by the powers that be th:lt their heir. if he 
be a male child, should cady enter the Lamasery, while if a 
female , her ch:mccs 0f reaching maturity arc vcry poor indeed . 
There a rc ways and m('ans known to the~e spiritual fathers 
of a supersti tiolls people (If dis;pos;ing of any obstruction that 
inight come in the way of the coach of State. 

The Lamas aim a1 keeping the people in ignorance, but 
some of them arc bcginning to ~ce what the L1mas; want is 
their money. TIl(' worship at the temple is largely pcr~ 

lonned by the women, though ~omc of the men al!'o make 
lJilgrimages to these Lama strongholds to perform t hei~ 

periodical prostrations before the fiendi"h.looking idols; but 
many of them hav(' confessed that they do not belic\"e in the 
supernatural powers ciaim£'d by the Lamas. 

The Lamaseries arc the only scats of learning, and the layman 
who wishes to lea:-n to read must pu t himsc]funder somepriest 
and stndy Tibetan writings, the only literature known to 
them. The Black Cap, or Bon , also use the Tibetan script, 

• but the text of their books is quite different from the orthodox 
LamaiSIll . Their books are very difficult to obtain ; I was 
able to c:;ecure one copy only, and that was from a yo\mg priest 
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who sold it to me, when his superior was absent. He care
fully bound it up and made me put it in my baggage, saying 
if his superi or got to kn ow of it he would be expelled from the 
temple. I have not yet been able to satisfy myself as t o the 
tcach ing contained in tillS particular scripture of the Bon 
cult; bu t a most interesting subject still remains hidden 
away in closely guarded documents and parchments, some 
of t hem writt en on a paper manufact ured from a kind of 
willow or dogwood, wh ile others arc on a prcp:u at ion of birch 
bark. 

The Tussus or chi efs intermarry in their own ci rcle. The son 
of a ch ief alw:"\)'s m:lrrics the daught er of another chief , so 
that they arc hopelessly mixed in their rela tionship. Every 
'[U5SU is the brother, cousin , uncle or amll of a ll the others, 
so that t he heredita ry right s may be passed on from one 
genera tion to another . It is a more difficult operation t o 
disentangle some of these mixed-up marriages t han to take to 
pieces and build up agai n t he most compli cated Chinese puzzle. 

The young man may han someth ing to say about the 
choos ing of his bride, and ollen pays a " isi t t o a relation's 
home to enable him to make his choice, but usually the parents 
make the choice and all t he arrangements. A Tussu may 
have more than one wife, but the ch ildrcn of the first wife 
are the legi timate heirs. Should there be no offspring by the 
first wife, the second wife's children naturally fall heir to the 
liereditary property and title. 

In the common ra{lks it is quitc diffcrent , howevcr ; the young 
men and women mix freely in the home and in the fields, 
where they work side by side. They make their own Jove 
matches, and then make their intentions known to their 
parents. Should their parents object to the wedding the 
couple sometimes elope to a neighbouring State, and by paying • 
a small lee may be pronounced man and wife by the Tussu, 
and may either become citizens of his State or return to 

• -. 
• • 

.,6 

• 

• 



• 

• 

Mantze Religion and Customs. 

their own home. A divorce may be h:1.d by a small payment 

to the Tussu by either party, with the complaint that the 
pair cannot live happily together. 1n some States the old Bon 
custom of marriage is :,tdlm force. 

The betrothed goes to the home of her would-be iIllSb:uW, 
and lives with him for three day..;, after which she returns 

to her parent',.; home, "here she rcm:uns till her first chi ld 
is born: :l.Od a>. a period of two years j .. a !lo\\'cd, this cus tom 

leads to Icwdnc~~ of the mo:.! open f(lfIn. a!'\ girJ~ thus bet rothed 

aTC practIcally prolhgilk .... md han' to .. ll'f'p 011 ihc open 
flat roof.; of the hOII .. t· ... w,th a mgg('d 111('('(' nf felt Ttlg for a 

matlf('''S and often <'nl" thin con·rIng. 
The S'rc:lte~t po"sibl~' ,..ham!.: j" fur a woman to be baneo, 

When her child i:; b(,m :,I!t' t.lkl'S lip her po-.ition of wife a nd 

mother. Pre~('lIts a rc l'xch;lIlged III proportion to tht' position 
of the parties conc('rnt'd, ,lIld <.oml'l lme,.; a fea~t i!'i made. 

but that is often di" p(,ll ~t'd With in the common rank:. , 

ThouSh the standard of Inorailty set by the Hon I:' so very 
low, yet in some parI::; , where Chlllese sobriety has to some

extent moulded a new social life, we find things quit e different, 
and the traveller will !-i(.'C \'ery little of the Cllstom described _ 

above at the present lime, except in the Bati and Bawang 

States . 
,To obtain a true idea o f the social life of this people in mos t 

of these Fede ral Statcs, you m ust again come with me on a 

visit to the home of an helcdltary ColoncL I wili try and 

be brief, yet make the \'1-;11 as comprehensive as possible. 

On a rrival we shall be met at the door by the Colonel, and 
probably hi;; wife, a very pleasant lady of about forty years;. 

Next we shalt be ushered with great state through the main 
doors into the yard in front o f the building, into which all 

• the cattle and horses arc drivcn at night , and round which 

all the granaries. store houses and s tables are located. 

Now we climb up a steep s taircase to_ the second floor, on 
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which t he reception and guest rooms nrc situated. Bcing 
shown into a large room, we arc indtcd to take a ~at around 
a table and have a chat with the Colone1. A swc:,t home-made 
wine will be served to the guests by the Colone"s wife if she 
is acquain ted with her guests or wishes to show them special 
hon ou r ; or it may be served by her hand mai d or slave, who 
wear:; her mistress's bracelets and neck ornaments for the 
occasion. Tca is also provided for those who refuse to take 
th is sweet wine, made of fermented barley. 

The Colonel tells us of his ex perience while fighting with 
Heishui , the people of the Black River , under the humped
backed chief we met at l\I atang. who have been amusing 
themselves by raiding in the country north of his domains. 
He had to call out r ,000 of his mil it ia, and go out to crush 
them. The Colonel is full of what took placc on the field and 
will amuse us for some hours, if wc h:'lYc timc to listen to an 
accoun t of the guerili a \\-arfarc that is carried on bf'tween these 
tribes. But we must confine ourselves to their religion and 
customs_ 

While we are thus sea ted in t he gues t room, a tall stately lady 
and her t\\-O daughters, onc aged ten and the other thirteen, 
come gracefully into the room. all " ca ring beautifully em
broidercd skirts and jackets, a beautiful home-wovcn sash t ied 
around t heir waists, a blue kerchief on their heads_ Their hair 
is plaited up in two IOllg braids, crossed on the forehead and 
covered with rings of silver , crusted with coral and turquoise. 
The daughters arc a lit tle shy at first in the presence of 
strangers, but soon get over this and become quite natural 
and more like European children, wh ich is very st riking after 
t he affectation and false modesty of the Chinese. 

A little la ter the servants announce that the meal is ready. 
\ Vheaten cake, macaron i, stewed venison and some sweet- . 
meats are served, and more sweet wine for those who care 
for it is offered by the servants on bent knce. 
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At sunset the servants return frum the fields, driving in 
the cattle: sheep and horses for the night. 

As each rvant comes in they approach the mistress of 
the house and salute by dropping on one knee, and she has a 
kind word for each of them. both male and female. When the 
daughters wish to address their mother, they pcrfonn the same 
graceful act and present their request. 

We arc reminded of customs thal prevailed in the Europe 
of another day. When the children come in from the fields 
they drop otl their knee and salute thei r parents; the servants 
and slaves do the same. They all live under the same roof 
and eal the same food. There is the greatest friendship and 

• familiarity between the children of the lord and the slavcs' 
children, who all play together, yet they never take liberties 
or forget their position. 
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The !>crvants arc free from worries , t hey live in a fine house, 
h:!.ve nil they want to eat and wea r. A little pocket money is 
given them 011 occasion. They have little inclination for 
ci ty life, and e\'erywhere yO\l hea r their merry songs, making 
the mountains resound. A happIer people it would be hard 
to filld than the family ,vc have jlls t visited . 

Their evenings :i re spent round the big kitchen fire, abou t 
which they sit and chat, sing or join in a family dance, as they 
feel inclined. 

Since we arc old friends. we may be specially favoured by 
an inYitation to the family kitchell for an eveni ng 's cntcr
t.ainment. 

We arc led through a corridor up another Aight of stairs. 
into a large hall :It the back of the cnstit"'. The room is about 
forty feel long by twenty wid£"; down the centre i); the fire
place, with three large iron pots sct on tripods, and under one 
of these a good fire is burning, and corn-mea l cakes are 
baking in the ashes. Ranged on shelves round the walls 

nrc all kinds of beautiful copper and brass utensi ls, glittering 
like gold in the torch light. 

The slaves open somp. of the old chests and get out some 
fancy clothes and masks. They arc goin!; to act a play. It 
is about a m<ln who w:\s jilted by :l girl and who ran away 
into the forest alld became a monkey. The chief was ont 
hunting one day and almost shot him, but just discovering 
in time who he was, brought hlln back safely to the gi rl, a nd 
they lived happy ever after. 

After the play they will give us a specime-n of thcir native 
dance. 

The girls all line up at one cnd of the row an d t he boys 
at the other. Some have strings of bells, and the dance is 
hlllf a play, reprE'Senting the chief of a neighbouring State III 
coming to ask for help in a war he is carrying on ." The girls 
say good-bye to their sweethearts, and as they dance round 

"" 
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- ----
and round the fire, they first act a scene of good·bye, and later 
one of welcome to the boys on their return . The whole 
performance is most graceful and att ractive. The Colonel's 
wif{' is mistress of ceremonies, and her two daught ers and 
da ughter-in-law arc by far the most g raceful perfomlers and 
lOc t the pace. 

Thi!' is their way of !- pcnrling a happy cwning and en ter
laining their spccial.c;uc:-t,;, 

A jar of sweet Willi.: i::. s~t in the (<'n lre (J f the room, some 
long b~mboo tuhe,., .1. little thicker than a st raw, are set in 
the pot , rind the thir~ t y go fon\'ard and tak e a few sucks 
through the tube and (rtulIl 10 til" f.Ul ks. 

11 is now lair. and 11'(: must J'c t in" but the ped ormcrs, 
though they haw worked hard in the fi(' ld a ll d ay. and must 
turn QlIl al sunri:-(' ill the morning, urge 115 to stay for the 
next scene, .. uul if W" want 10 !:Occ the play fini shed wc may 
Inve to wait till day ligh t. 

The m istrc<:s of cer.'ml'u ics !,ay,, " Enough ," and all is quiet. 
Refr('Shments arc sC'f\'cd from !he po t !'>h(' has been wat ching 
with one ('ye, while wi!h the other she has seen that cach onc 
playcd hi5 or her p;lrt properly, 

Aft er a good oowl of \'ermicelli and ven ison sou p, we retire 
to our room, which IS nf'xt to the Colullrl':.-;, an d sleep 5mU1dly 
\lntil we are .l\\'akcnl'd C'a rly nex t mOnllng by tht' merry 
laugh and t rrad o f the "(:r\'an ls as they dri\'e the cattle to the 
grazing ground, or lake thei r dep:utllre to the (If'lds, from wh ich 
they will not return t ill sundown, 

11 tool. some t ime thus to gai n the fri endsh ip of this people, 
but now they cla im me a::; one o f thei r own and say. "You 
are so d ifferent from wha t we had heard about foreigners , you 
a re one with us," Their home is open to the writer and h is 

• home is open to them, and they never fai l to find it whton ~n'y 

of them com.: to Chentu 



"" • .. ~ • • 
" • • , I ~ • • • • .. •• • 

I 

-.' . , 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Til E C.o\\"ES OF W EST CI!I:->A . 

AFTER spending some little time nt Chentu, making the neces
sary preparations for a second joumey. Messrs. Brooke and 
Meares started off again with the intention of going south 
to NingYUf'nfu, :l city lyin1:: between LoloJand and the Tibetan 
frontier. 

From there they intended to make a tour into the country 
marked on the maps" lndcpendent Lololand," and then 
turn north-west and travrl towards Batang, thence tum 
sQuth-west in the direction of Rima, and try and cross that 
country if possi ble. 

Unfortunately, their interpreter, a mall they had engaged 
from Shanghai, developed heart trouble and had to be sent 
home, and as they were in this way stranded ] let my adopted 
Chinese boy, who spokc vcry good English, go with them 
as interpreter. 

They left Chentu on October 29 in two small boats. Th~ 

party consisted of :Messrs. Brooke and Meares, two inter
preters-i.e .. one English-Chinese speaking interpreter and 
a Chinese-Tibctnn speaking one-besides two cooks, seven 
pietze or back coolies, five ordinary coolies, a headman and 
three chair-bearers. 

The party witb all the baggage filled the two small boats; 
but the rivcr was in good condition for a down trip; and as 
the boatmen rose early each morning and plied the oars • 
all day, they were carried quickly through the fertile Chentu 
plains, passing under a number of beautiful old sandstone 
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b ri dges, and the third day arrived at Ch iatingfu. where ,the,>.' 
d isembarked . and went overland to Omcishan , the famou? 
" Mount o f Pilgrimage " in \r('st em China . 

To Ornci come pilgrims from a ll parts of ~zcchwan province 
and also from some of th e ncighbonring ones. 

E" cry year during the winter months. thousands of Tibetans 
make pilgrimages to th i:, sacred mountain to worship nt the 
s llmmi~, where Buddha is :,upposcd to en .. ! his halo of glory 
over them. 

This strangc phenomenon has been described by more 
tha n one writer, bll t many people haw made the ard uous 
climb t o the sumllHi of :\101lnl Omei, a nd a fter waiting w m e 

d3YS to sec the wondf'rful :-oiShi have gone away di1>a ppointcd. 
But the fortuna te ha ve seen the a lmo1> ( miraculous effect of 

the sun Shining on the clouds tha t ri:oe from the \'a !ley, in 
wh ich thei r own shadow was reflected a nd magnified many 
tens of times, for the g lory of Buddha is only to be seen when 
the sun is in a cert ai n d irc. tion, and when there is a mist risin!; 
from the va lley, To ~ t a nd thus on a pinnacle 11 ,000 fcp t 
high,and look over a cliff, with a sheer drop o f manyhunclreds 
of ,fect , and see reflected in mid a ir- arrayed in a ll the colours 

of the ra inbow- t ile image of onpself magn ifi ed to the size 
of some t rcmcndous gia nt , is a :oish t not to be missed iI it 
cb mes a t a ll within one's reach , and the re is little wonder 
that the Buddhists ha \'c attached a miraculous meaning 
to the s t range appea rancc, 

The pa rty only spent onc night in ( ha it ing, and set out 
for the famous mount early next morn ing, A march of 
fi ft een m iles through a most beautifu l \'allcy brought them to 
Omeihsien, On the way t hey passed the adopted home of 
the wh ite wax IIlsect , fo r this wonderful lit tle crea ture is 

• carried all the way from the Ningyuen Valley in the early 
spring and deposited on a species of ash tree that is plentiful 
in this d istrict. On these trees it deposits its wax, which 
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is gathercd in the autumn. melted and moulded into cakes 
of about ] 0 lb:;. each, and exported to a ll parts of China; 
a considerable quan tit)' of it also finds its way to Western 
countries. This is one of the chief indust ries of this sect ion 
of the coun try. A strong, coar:.c kind of silk is also raised 
and manu factured. and these arc the two special productions 
of the valley; but in so tropical :'I climatc cereals and foliage 
of all kinds are abundant. 

On reaching the litt le ci ty of Omei, which is si tuated just 
below the mountain spur, they entcred a long subu rb on the 
castem side. The cit y itself is little more than a quarter of 
a mile square. <I nri the whole place is co\'ered with trees and 
seamed with mount ai n torren t"', wh ich give it an appearance 
a lmost park ~l ike. 

TI)(> ncxt day they pa!>scd lip the bed of a torrent and 
through woods that gradually thickcned into forest ; and, 
passing a number of temples. they reached a t last the long 
stone stairs that lead tip the mountain side. 

After climbing for some time they arrived a t the Temple of 
Fuhusze (" Tiger-taming Temple ,.), \\'here they had breakfast. 

The next climb was a steep one of abou t 14,000 feet up , 
through pine gro\'cs in h>nningled \\' ith nanmu trees, so~e 
of which had grown to the size of two and a-half feet in 
d ia meter and quit e 150 feel in height. This nanlll~1 is 1l 
wood much in demand for furniturc, :md compares favourabfy 
with walnu t in appearance when polished, but is much so fter. 

l'\lost of the build ings on Omei arc temples, in wh ich live 
some 2 ,000 monks. • 

So far they had only climbed a spu r on the mountain, and 
had to descend into a valley again before making th\!' steep 
climb that leads to the summit. 

The most remarkable piece of work they found on the II> 

mountain was a huge brazen elephant in a shrine at Wan
nienssu (M yriad Yean; Monastery). 

," 
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?lIf. Meares writes of it thus :-" Here we fou nd an int crest R 

in& building. The style looked Indi an. The lower part was 
a cube thirty feet sq ua re, which graduated into a circular 
dome .nll bea ut ifull y m:tdc in b rickwork . 

« rnsid c til(' tem plC' was a massiw wooden cage, and in the 

cage a grea l bronze c]{-phant o f Ind ia n workmanship . The 

rfl~ Hos e CII II\O I'ASS • 

elephant had tl:rce tusks and bore on it s back a figu re of 
Buddha in a lotus blossom , and is supposed to be placed 
on the spot to which Buddha came when riding on his white 

• elephant." 

Mr. Baber wrote thus of this same piece of workmanship:
" Just below it, in a kind of hostel, is a statue of Buddha 

,os 
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twenty-five or more feet high. of a very rude and archaic style, 
reputed to be the oldest idol on the mountain. It is said to 
be bronze, but I tOok it for pure copper. Nothing could be 

learned of its age . A more artistic work is found in a temple 
behind \VanniCI15S11, in a separate shrine. Passing under 
a dark archway we enter a hall, in the middle of which, as 
soon as we cou ld sec through the dim religious Jight, we ob
served a kind of palisade, and inside it an clcph::lIlt cas t in 
magnificent bronze or some such composition, nearly as 
white as si lver. The surface is, of course, black with age 
:l.nd the smoke of incense, but I was able to judge the colour of 
the metal by inc;pecting a patch which had been wom down 
by a pract ice of devotees who rub coins on it, and carry them 
away as relics, The size of the image is that of a very large 
elephant, that is to say, some twelve feet high; its peculiarities 
arc that it is somewhat too bulky, that the trunk seems rather 
too long, and that it has six tusks. three on each side, With 
these exceptions. if exceptions can be taken, the modelling 
is excellent. and a glance shows that the artist must have' 
studied from life, for the folds of skin on various parts of 
the body and the details of the tnmk are rendered with , 
g reat truth and success, though with a certain conventionalism. 
The creature has been cast in three sections-the belly and 
legs forming the lower, and back IIppennost. The contour' 
of the belJy is complete, but on stooping underneath one 
sees that it is hollow and that the c:o.:poscd edges are about five 
inches thick; in some parts the metal is a great deal thicker. 
Each of his feet stands on a bronze lotus, and on his back the 
mammoth bears, in place of a howda, another huge lotus
flower, in which is enthroned an admirable image of Buddha, 
cast, ] was told, in the same metal, but thickly gilt, his tower of 
glory towering to a height of thirty-three feet above the floor. • 
Though generally called a Buddha, the image represents 
p 'u·hsien P 'u-sa (Samantabhadra Bodhisattva), the saint ,.. 
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who is the pat ron-or patroness, for the Chinese credit him 
wit h female permutations- or Mount O. The monks told 
me that P 'u-hs icn descended upon the mountain in the 
form of an elephant. and that the casting commemorated 
the mani fes tation. But it illay more probably bear an 
a ll usion to the well-known dsion in which the mother of 
Buddha ~aw before his birth a white ci{'phan t wit h six 
tusks . 

• , The fane which cndo~('s the casting is not less curious, being 
a hollow cube, CQ\'('rcd wit,h :l hemisphere and roofed with a 
pyramid. T he walls of the cube arc twel"e fert thick ; the floor 
of the interior is a squa re of thirty- three feet on each side. 
The square become,.. modified into a circle as the courses arise, 
by a transition which is gmdual ;tnd pleasing but impossi ble 
to describe clearly without a knowledge of technical terms. 
Speaking clumsil.\·, the four walls raell terminate in a semi
circubr oujJin(', the summit of (';teh semi-circle touching the 
circumference-i.e" the base of the dome-and the four 
corners are each tilled with three masses of brickwork, t he 
surfare outline of t he central mass being an 0\'011 pointed 
at, both ends, and the two others spherica l triangles . The 
fa ces of all three ;Irc concave. The circumference of tile 
dome is thlls evoked from a squnre withoul any awkward 
dbruptness, and it is only on t rying to dcscribe it geometri
cally that the arrangement begins to appea r puzzling. To the 
eye the architectural process of squaring the circle is perfectly 
simple. The dome, however, sprinf:,'S from a rim which 
stands a little back from the circle thus formed , and so gains 
a few addit ional fee l of diameter and increased lightncss of 
appearance. The vault is to all appearance a hemisphere, 
very smoothly and exactly constructed. The whole edifice 

• is of brick ex'tcpt , I think , a few insertions of stone blocks 
in the lowe: courses. Tlte walls contain a series of ledges , 
on which arc placed a number of small images said to be of 

,6, 



• 

Sport and T pavd on the Ti be tan Sleppes. 

silver. The only light wh ich ent er!! is admitted by the two 
arched doon"ays bcftr:c and behind the elepha nt. 

•. The outside of the shrin e cannot be seen, as it is enclosed 
in a timber building. which ent irely covers it. Cl<l mbcring 
by m eans of this cn vcJol'<' nn thc rool 1 fonnd, instead of 
a cupola . a con fuo;cd hea p o f brickbats, the debris of a lo\\' , 
four-sided pyramid which seems to ha\'c been faced with 

1>orceiain ti les. The timber casing was a bsurdl~' added by 
the monks 10 protect them from the weigh t of the winter 
snow , a fair indiC:ltioll th at th e shrine was not built by 
Chi nese. So solid a building would proba bly stand fast 
eycn if the whole moun tai n wefe upset on to it. The pre
caution ha!> gone far to defeat its own purpO:-l' , for the wooded 
]lUsk k ls been twice burned to ashes, damaging not only 
the roof but th e tu:.k of the elephant as well. It is said tha t 
they were melted off by the int ense lwat. The prcscnt tusk:. 

..are a feeble re:.toratioll built I1p of plates aud bands. 
" With re.-'pect to t he age and origin of the shrine and it .. 

<ont ents, the m O:-.i authentic information is found in the 
SSll-ch'uan Topograph~' to the following effect :-' The 
Monasterv of "(J('tl l" Water P 'u-hsien " Oil Mou nt Omi , tJ1C 

ancient n·lonastl.:ry where the patriarch p ·u served Buddha, 
datl.'s from the Chin dynasty (A,D. 265- 313). During the 
Tlang dynasty H ui-t"ung made his henni tagc there, li wa~ 
named •. Clear \rater P·u-hsien :\!onilstery " under the Sungs : 
W3.11 -li , of tht Mings, changed its style \ 0 "Saintly longevity 
of a myriad years." The" Hall of Great 0 " stood in front , 
facing wh ich was t he "monument of Illustrious Pa tri archs 
of th e South, " on the left the " mon ument of Sylvan Repose." 
The buildings incl uded a series of seven shrines, the first of 
which contained a "P'i-Iu " (?) the second seven Buddhas , 
the third a Deva king. the fourth a guardi i n deity (Chin- _ 

• • kang). and the fifth a great Buddha; the Sixth wa. a re-
volving spiral constructed of brick, enclosing a gilded bronze 

,." 
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image of P 'u-hsien, sixteen feet high , m ounted on an elephant. 
I n the bf'ginning of the Sung dynasty A.D. 960, "brders were . 
given to set up a bronze shrine and a bronze image al~o.more 

t han 100 feet high. Under Wan-Ii, the Empress-mother 
directed the ~hrine of P'u-hsien, nnmcly, the spi rally-<::on-. 
st ructed edifice, to be c.lrefully and thoroughly restored, and 
had the elephant gilt.' T 

"The existing building is obviously the' revolving spiral ' ", 
here mentioned, and the :lwk\\'ardness of the term , which 
conveys no idea to a Chinaman, is another proof that the 
builders were not Chinese. A name h:ls had to be invented 
for an exotic form of construction, and there is. so far :lS I 
am aware, no othe r instance of a true dome of brick or 
masonry in China. It seems sa fe to conclude that the bui lders 
of P'u-hsien shrine, as well as th e artist who designed the 
castings, were Ind ian Buddhists." 

My fri ends were told that in another temple there was a 
munully of th e priest who had made the road up the moun
tain. Never having hcarll of a mummy in China i\l r. Brooke 
was curious to sec it, an d by offering a small sum in money 
he prev:lilcd on the pricst in charge to climb on the nltar 
a'nd undress the figu re, which turned out to be m:lde in clay 
and rather badly finished. They reached the top of the 
'molliltain in a pouring rain, but got comfortable qu arters 
in a temple on the summit , and wcrc tired enough 10 sleep 
soundly amid the periodical banging of drums and clanging 
of cymbals . 

.. 111 the name" revolving $pir.tl " we seem 10 have another allusion to 
such St ructures : IS are mentioned in the notc 011 page 25. In the present Calle 
there may have Ix.'cn some wooden structurc, formerly pi"oled in the dome, 
that revolvcd. The suggestion of Hindu builders docs not hclp to solve the 
puzzle of the do~mc . Th~ description of the square building, with penden • 
til'a and circular dome, r.l. ther suggest "'ork like that of the Indian 
MahorJImecian (If the Deccan in the sixteenlh century (see Fergu"on's 

1, Indian and Eastern Architecturet page 560). ,,,, 

• 
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When they awoke next morning the whole mountain was 
covered in a blanket of snow, and as it was cloudy and there 

". was no chance of seeing the Buddha'sglory, they inspected the 
temples. and then hurried down and slept that night four miles 
from Omeihsicn. 

They were very much disappointed in the temples; many 
of them had the appearance of having been burnt down and 
very recently rebuilt, and seemed to have sm:J1I historical 

' interest. Many of them looked more like broken-down 
barns than temples. The wC3 ther was very wet; it was not 
the time of year for pilgrims to visit the sacred shrines , and 
many of the temples wel e dosed, and thi<: may account to 
some exten t fo r the impression thry recf'ived. There is no 

.. doubt that in this region there arc many historical land-
, marks, for though the Lolos do not visit this mountain since 

it has become the strong tower of Buddhism, yet they claim 
that their three deities once made thei r homes the re. 

But we must pass to the ancient caves that arc found in 
th is part of the country. These arc most numerous along 
the banks of the Tung and Su Rivers, and they arc also found 
in other parts of the count ry on the sides of the hills; but 
usually they arc dug out of the sandstone rock along the 
rivers' banks. And here I will give ~[r. Meares's descrip
tion of what they saw in the caves:""':"" 

"On our way back to Chialing we stopped for a few days 
10 explore the caves which are situated near the road. 

" We took up our quarters in a little Chinese hut, and hardly 
had we sett led down when a Chinese pedlar came up to us 
and said , . Do you remember me? I am the man who had 
a pain in the night in the inn at Fupicn: and he was very 
pleased to meet us again. 

" In the rolling I,iIls of this district thousands of dwellings _ 
or tombs have been hewn out in the red sandstone cliffs. 

" All these caves are similar in plan , but differ considerably ,,, 
• 
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in si ze and orn amentation, doubtless in proportion to the 
rank and wealth o( the owner. Some had on ly one small 

\ 

• 

entrance running into the face of the cliff, while others had 
large verandahs with three or more caves opening from it. 
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"Let us take as nil cxamnlcone of these large ca.ves . 
"Some d istance up the face of a cliff of red sandstone 

(on the face of which some h ierogly ph ics may still be seen), 
and approacitabl(> only by step!. cut in the cli ff, large enough 
to hold the toe of the foot , a large cavern has been hewn out , 
evidently with the hel p of a metal instrument, as the marks 
arc st ill sharp .! nd cl ear. 

" III the diff abo\'c the cavern a gutter is generally cut to 
shoot off the rain water. and sometimes imaginary animals are 
cut above the doors, (' \'idently the crest of the owner. This 
vcrandah may be thiny feel long, twelve fect wide and ten feet 
high , and the roo f is supported by two la rge pillars which 
had been left when the rock was Clit :l.way: there is vcry 

oHen a large cooking place between these pillars. This 
verandah is cu t with square corners, and running round the 
top t herr is a l\\'ay~ a pa ttcrn. which is the same in almost 
all the ca"cs. Thi~ looks very much as if it were built in 
imita tion of thc bcam~ of a house, and a small model of a 
dwelling which I found in onc of the caves had similar work 
on it. Abo\'c the cen tral door on both sides of it are often 
ca rved figures of deer and horses. On the left sidc of the 
verandah a small cavc is somet imes cut, evidently for a dog. 
and in one case I saw a ca rved stone dog in it. Generally 
these caves open from the main verandah. The one on the 
right is usually about thin)' feel long and straigh t, and was 

• evidently intended for servants or animals. Thcse caves 
generally had an outcr and an inner doorway , the first a few 
feet from the entrance, the second about twel ve feet further in. 

" Til t" caves were abou t six feet broad and six feet high , and 
s'opcd genl.ly upwards. The doors were solid buttresses . left 
when the caves were cut, and were about five feet si>;. inches 
high "by four feet wide ; in these buttresses were grooves to • 
hold doors, and sockets and grooves to hold crossbars. The 
two larger caves had two or three similar doors. 

'" 
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" About half-way along th~ i.·u ger caves were recesses 
cu t in the wans. On one side was a large trough cu t in the 
sol id rock and eviden tly used far holding water . A small 
gutt er was cut round it to carry off su rplus water and the 
edge was much worn . Below it was a shelf IQr holding pots. 
In some of these troughs were round stones which had signs 

TWltTA=-' ISTER1'IlKn:1I coms(: 00,. 01' TilE CAVK II' IIEU: TfiR Tl':lkA·COTTA 
l'IG)lI KS Wltlll!. O B·]· ... LN ltlJ. 

of being cons tantly healed in a fire. On the other side of 
the cave would be a similar cave,covered wit h a huge monolith 
which would take ten men to move, and inside some of these 

.. sa rcophagi were coffins made of onc piece of earthenware, 
with tight-fitting covers. These coffins were a ll empty, 
except for J. !ittll.' mould. Further in were small sockets 

( 1I~3) ~1J T 
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near the roof. whi ch had evidently bl:t'n used for poles to 
support a cu rt .lin, and past this the caV(' generally opened 
out inl o 011(" or two recesses large enough for rooms; thcse 
al!'oO had sockets for cnrtains . 

.. At the ('xtrcmc end of the C:l y(' ... \\' r\<: a small shelf twonnd 

;l·llOllf feet from the floo r, and two or three small cooking place~ 
cut out o f the solid rock al a lower level heside it. Ncar Ihe~;p 
cooking placcs were ih r remain" of cooking puis, wh ich fitted 
the fireplaces. The \crr:l-cott:l figuf(' ::; :lI1d other remains were 
generally found on the floo r helow th e small shelf, or in the 
large recess. They ca nnot have fallen from the shelf. or they 

.. \'(Quld have been broken into a thousand pic('('<: . 
• ' "Some oj the cayes nT(' quit e o pcn and \'isiblc; others 

havc bcen silted lip b\ wasil from the hills . and it was b\ 
digging into these we found most of tile- things, while oth ers 
had been flood ('d and the figures we re buried in the mild, 
Other caves had small openings much worn , which led into 
further caves at lower len-Is, :lnd Olle could emerge again 
into daylight some distance from the point of cntmnce'; 
while som£' of them were quit e dr.\', and the figures could be 

seen just as they were left by the original inhabitan ts. I n 
one case we found portions o f a life·sized head with the cheeks 
painted red. and a black moustache an d side whiskers. an d, 
as may be seCI1 from the photographs, the types arc entirely 
different from thl' (hin('5(' or aborigines of the present t ime, 

• 

" The model ling of the animals is much more artist ic ane! 
corre-ct than any modern Chinese work. 

" As we were pushed for t ime we could only .spend three 
days exploring the caves; so m uch still remains to be done, 

" The authorities at th e British Museum have no clue as 
to who these people were, but as some of the things are 
almost identical with objects found in the ancient J apanese' 0-

dolmans, it is possible that these people emigrated to J apan 
a t some remote period." ,,. 
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AHEn Ji ni:-;hing their ;nw:.tig,l lion~ in tlit, caw,.. Ollr friends 

lr:wcllcd north-west along the border of Iile Ya to Yachow fu. 
The Ya is a vcry shallow and fast-flowing ["!Ver. and on th is 

account the Chinese have constructed :--oJln(' \'cry ingcniol1!5 

raft s by which they n;\\-igat(' it. and f,IITy on them quite 

large cargoes, both up till' ri\'er and down ,1'0 r,lf :\ .. Yacho,dll. 
These rafts arc made f) f giant b:\Inl~)(J", II hith art' from (our 10 
six inc.hes in diameter at the thick end. They taper off wry 
gradually, and some of Iht,,,(, polc~ rC(tch a length of sc\'ent ,," to 

eighty feet. Till' bamboo,; arc ],\;;hed h1gc th cf side by ~idc: 

each pole is healed flnd iurncd II I' in front, and when the 
raft.s are completed tht,y [,10k like giant (:1I1.1dian toboggans, 

being about eighty fcet long by fiLe-en fc..!t broad. 
As these bamboos arc hollow and full of air. a ran will 

carry severa l thousand pounds, and only draw a few inches of 
\\·ater. They are quite flexible, and glide ovcr the rapids and 
even over shallows withou t injury . 

The pt'inoip~ 1 traffic on the down journey i .. wool , Illdes 
a nd deer horns, which find their way from Tibet : also iron, 
copper, lead and coa l. all of which arc mined in considerable 
quantities in the neighbourhood of Yachow, and beyond. 

\VJ\en return ing, they ca rry wine, sugar, cotton and pic<:c
goods, which are the chief .Irtides of import. , 

• For anyone who is fond of duck shooting, a good plan is 
to go to the Yachow and there hire a raft to Chiating. These 
rafts are not lhe most comfortable looking crafts, as the only 
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Sperl and Tra \'d on the T ibe tan Steppes 

shelter afforded is a bamboo mat hut , uSl!ally erected near 
tbe centre of the raft. A few boards arc elevated about a 

RAFT OS Tilt \'" 1I1\' 1;1t O S \\!tl e l! lilt. IIIlOO"f. ASI, Mil. MF.AR F.S 
10l' IlIiEYIW. 

foot above the bamboo to keep one's feet out of the water, II' 

Ulough in crossing some of the rapids the spray will st ill insist 
on coming through. Yet even ordinary passengers, who are 
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in a hurry to reach Chinting or so me other port down the 
stream, do not hesitat e to take passages on t hese rafts, and 
even the missionary ladies often take advantage of this quick 
and easy mode of travel ; so that the sportsman who is anxious 
to see thousands of mallard. II'i dgcon, divers and almost all 
kinds of water fowl within clo5C ra nge. will not mind a wet 
foot , or even being dumped overboard , if he c..-m secure 85 
to IOO duck during the trip of a day and a-half. 

I know of one cool-headed missionary I who had taken 
passage on one of th('sc giant toboggans, and was !'tanding 
outside drink ing a cup of ooffcc \\"hcn the raft gave a lurch, 
a swirl. and he was sent overboard to partake of a colel bath. 
Bu t m:::maging to catch hold of the ra ft willI one ha nd and 
keep his head above water-for it was in a place wherc the 
water was deep, just below a rapid - he con i rived to hold on 
to his cup uf coffee ill the other hand, and. when helped on to 
the raft agai n. continued sipping his coffee as though nothing 
had happened. 

All along the river fish(>l'men may be seen at work with 
cormorants. They also fish with nets, and frequcntly catch 
the giant salamander, a huge newt, which often reaches a 
length of ten feet, and weighs from 60 to 100 lbs. 

A peculiar fis h, called by t he Chinese \\'a-wa-u ("childfish " ) 
i5 sometimes secured ncar " aeho\\', It is reported to have 
a rms, and to come out 011 sun llY days and lie on the rocks 
in the middle vf the stream !'Ounning jt~elf, I heitrd of this 

fish first in the autumn of 1902, but thinking it was only a 
Chinese tale, paid but little a ttention to it. My boy, who 
was with Messrs. Brooke and Meares as interpreter, mentioned 
it to them, and they tried to secure one but were not successful. 
They spoke of it to i'lr. Openshaw, the American missionary 

• a t YachQw, who, though he had lived there for many years, 
had never heard of the .. child fish." His cook, however, 
being consulted. declared that there was such a fish and 
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bought onc next day in the market. ) Ir. Opensha w put it 
in alcohol; r have not hea rd what bt!ca mc of this specimen, 

and was not fortunate ellough \0 sec one myself. 
Yaeilow is a busy thriving town , beautifully si tua ted on 

the banks of the Yd , :mel hemmed in by high mountains on 

I hr('(' :<.idcs. 

It j':;:t great centre of th l:' T ibetan jf';) industry. Tea grow!' 

em all the mountains in the neighbou rhood a nd is carried 
hy coolirs in to Y;l eho\\', where it is dried. prepared "!lei IXlckcd 
ill long hamboo ba,.kcts for the Tihrtan market. 

\\"hill' a t Vacho\\' Ollr friends engaged a raft and started 
uut on a duck hunt. It was a lovely morning and the raft 

JW.t lcd yuickly down the river. Ducks. were not w ry plentiful 

11<''11' illc city. bll\ Ihe)' picked up quit e a number. At one 
pl::tce ther "hot t\\'o tea\. one of which was only wounded 
and lIoated down in mid-slrC:lI11_ The raft;;mcn rowed hard. 
endeavouring to owrtake it be fore it reached:m i ~land which 
divid (>d the' ri ver. They got ncar enough t o get a nother 
SohOl :it the teal. but it was too lat e to pullout of the cataract. 
.'\ krri bl e current was whirling them in to its fierce jaws, 
thl' waleI''; Ie-a ped O\ 'cr the rapid a nd piled up against the 
rocky bank;;, J IlSot below and in their course, great bl::tc'k. 
jngged spikes :-;pli t the green waters into rushing. tearing 
!-trca ms of whik foam. The raftsmcn were frigh tened, bu!: 
did notlosc their head;; The raft shot over the ra pid like an 
;lIfOW. Thc /lIcn at the bow a nd ~ tcln vars now begall rowing 
furiou."ly. swerving the bow of the r:lft lip into slnck water,!OO 
that the s tern swung round, just shaYi ng the rocks. They 
swept stern-firs t" fo r a few seconds a nd again the mft swung 
round , before they took the fi nal plunge, bow on. The waves 
splashed lip to their waists, and the raft wriggled over the 
sunken boulders like a snake. 

They continued down the river for a bout ten miles, then 
walked bnck to Yacho\\,. On t he way they came across some 
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Ch'iatiug to N ing yuenru. 

sni l>C ncar a village, and alter shooting several , the villagers 
collected in hundred;; to wa tch the l'port , :lnd as it was im~ 

UIU."GISt; K"W "1""" TO 11K I' AC":KD AT VACIIO W. 

pos~ible to convince them that what hurt snipe would also 
hurt them, the ~portsmen had to give it up and return to 
Vacho\\,. 
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They continued their journey- towards lHngyuenfu. qut 
before they had gone "cry far it began to rain and so continued 
all day. Tho continuous line of coo1fes Il}a r~hing along this 
road soon tramped it into th in mortar, and the round 
boulders, with which it was paved, were so slippery that it 
was almost impossible to keep one's feet. Hundreds of coolies 
were 1);"155('d. ~taggcring under their heavy burdens of iron, 
lead, copper, rullcr'~ earth. coai and rnw tea, all 'tIf them 
obtained from the surrounding mountains. 

It was difficult {'!lough to tramp th is road in d ry weather 
with such loads as these men carry. bllt with the road in tJli~ 

condition it is quile dangerous, and even as much as an 
ordinary p!'rl cstrian CUlpty-handcd ca ll do to trtl.\'cl on. In 
places there \\'erc pool:; of blood. showing where some un
fortunate wretch had fallen under his burden and cut himsell 
on the sh,lrp stones. 

}\ \ong this road there a rc wayside inns evcry two or three 
miles for the accommodation of the tca coolies. who only 
travel from seven to tell miles per day. This road has bccH 
recently repaircd lor Chaoerhfuns's troops and supplies to 
pass over, bllt in rainy wcather the fresh cby that had been 
placed to fi ll in the holes between the boulders only addM 
to the diffirulty of travelling it. 

The second day they reached the foot of Tahsiangling" 
and stopped fo r the night at Huangnipu. :l street with about 
]00 familics, where travellers generally rest before. ascending 
the mountains, as the. accommodation at the. inns on the way 
up is very poor indeed . 

Half-way up tile. mountain they found it covered with snow 
and the path vcry slippery, being coated with ice; so, 
strappi ng iron plates with sharp spikes on the soles of their 
boots, they struggled on through the bitterly cold wind that 

• was blowing, and were . rewarded on reaching the top by a. 
magnificent view of the Tibetan mountains, which from this 
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Chiating to Ningyuenfu . . 
pass open'S out before th" ~yt!'S of the traveller if it happens 
to'be fine weather when the top is reached. 

On thc 'e.'1St slppe of the mountain it is nenrly always raining 
or snowing and the foliage is very dense. ~eaT the top vegeta
tion almost ceases, except (or a very coarse grdss found on the 
slopci_ On looking westward there is scarcely a tree to be 

seen. The dew that opens before the observer is expansive. 
The cliffs a re composed of red sandstone, and even the cul
tivated fields have a reddish tint as far as the eye can see . 

Away in the distance, contrasted in the blue horizon, the 
white-tipped mounta ins and the eternal 5110\\"5 of Tibet fill in 
the background. 

The west side of Tnhsiangiing is covered with a coarse grass, 
intermingled with jagged cliffs and deep cul gullies, through 
which small streamlets trickle. 

Passing down from the summit the first two miles are quite 
gradual, but beyond that the descent is very steep, and after 
a drop of 3,400 feet , the tmvellcrs found themseh'es in the 

little town of Chingchihsien . 
This is a most insigniticant little town , nestling nea r the foot 

of the mountain , and the only thing that it is noted for is its 
pllce at the junction of the Kingyucn and Tachienlu roads , 
though most of the Tachienlu traffic does not come into the 
city, but takes a short cut across the mountain , thus lessening 
the dist.ancf' by about three mile" of mugh ro:ld . 

All the way up the pass they overtook hundreds of coolies 
wending their way slowly up the mountain, laden with great 
loads of tea. Fourteen bundles is about the ordinary load, 
and each bundle weighs from 14 to 18 catties, and, if we take 
16 catties as the average weight of a bundle, we fiEld that 
each load will weigh 224 catties (or 2()8 lbs.). On some loads 
I have seen eighteen packets, which would be equal to 384 Ibs. , 
and it is a common thing to see boys of from fourteen to eighteen 
years and sometimes girls, too, canying loads of ISO Ibs. , tailing 
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wea rily up the pl.S3. These loads are carried all the way to 
Tachienlu, a distance of not more than sixty miles as the crow 
flie ,;, but quite qo mites by the main road, which also 
makes a \' on the map, and ?a5SCS over two high mountains, 
both of them approaching 10,000 feet. Ken!" the top Ihey 

CAllltn :<G T f. ... 0 \"1';11 " ,n: hAtlM"~(';I.I:< I'A~~ l 'Ot< -" H.T .. ;. Tltlll' f.; A\'I': Il,,\;>; 

WI':IG1I'" CAIIK1KD 200 TO 400 I'OU:>'HS 1'£1t IiItAU. 

met coolies with loads of parrots on frames, and others with 
packs of hunting dogs. co ming from the Ningyucnfu Valley. 
The parrots wcre on their way to Chcntu, and other cities in 

• 

1.echwan, where there is 01 - good market for them, and the • 
dogs are for the Wassu and Muping hunters. 

'These little hunting terriers are bred by the Lolos, and a 
", 



• • 

Chialing to Ningyue nfu. 
----

good onc brings a vcry handsome price for China. I have 
known one to sell for as much as three guineas. 

All the way up all the slope to the south-east of the town 
and about half-a-mile distant, is the old site of the Lola 
capit d. Nothing is now left to mark the place but a few 
trees and some s t Oll(, h (·a p~. Few of the inhabitants c\'en 
know th at it was once a Lolo stronghold. At the present 
time there a rc no Lolo:; loca ted north of the Tung I~i ver, at 
least not in the Ch ingchi \ 'a lley. 

From Ch ingchi hsicn Ih(' road nills south through a ferti le 
valley well irriga ted frflm the numerous strea ms th at rush 
down the mounta in ~idcs. Fruit of a ll kin d" is plentiful , 
and ora nges and peat" arc a speciality. H.iCl' is g rown on the 
terraced plots in II h.' n dleys. and other cNe,l ls, such as peas, 
whea t , barley. oa ts and buckwhea t. are grown on the slopes; 
hut the whole aspect of the country i" most harren, especially 
in the wint er months; not a tree adorns the hillsides, exce pt 
for an occasiona l willow grown by the side of an irriga tion 
ditch, or nea r W ille of the villages , wherl! they have been 
plant ed and ca red for by indiYidual;; . 

The demarka tion of the natural vegeta tion and tree pro
dlicing country i5 noticeable. On the wcst ~i dc of th e pass 
it i .. ~tl nshine for most of the year, but the prospect is bleak 
:l.nd ba rren, with sca rcely a Iree tu adorn the hillsides, while 
just a few miles to the cast the sun is only seen for a few wee ks 
i ll the yt:a l" , nuthing but rain and mis t all the time; and there 

arc places where th e dividing line is quite abrupt , and a few 
paces will carry one from the rank foliage and mist, into the 
treeless grass lands and bright sunshine. 

They spent t he night at Fuling and the next morning crossed 
th e Tung at the 'ratti , or great ferry, from which this reach 

• of t he river deriyes ils name of Tatuho (a great ferry river). 
It was on the banks of this river, and only a few miles further 
lip that that Shih Taka i, the leader of the Taiping rebellion 

"J 



Sport and Travel on the Tibetan Steppes. 

was defeated and 7,000 or 8,000 of his followers were killed 
on the field. while he and a few hundred of his men were 

captun.:d. 

Th~ credi t of cru~hing this conquering army that was 
dcvast:lting China and defeating the I mperial troops at every 
point of contact is due to the united efforts of the Lolo and 
Sifan tribes, who know their coun try, and knew how to beguile 
thei r enemies into a position, \yhcre there was no possible 
way of escape. When the rebel artny was in the deep ravine 
which leads to the fe rry a t Tzctati . the Lolo and Sifan tribes 
surrounded them, and by cutting off the suppl ies of this great 
army, soon reduced thelll to the point of st Ol r\"ation . So 
~tcep "CI t: the ~Jdcs of this gorge into which they \H:'re penned, 
that it enabled the Lolos to roll down stones an d tree t runks 
and pou r poisonous arrows on a pcnned·np, helpless mass 
of humanity, Though the Chinese General took much credit 
to himself for this crushing victory, he did little more than 
stand with his men on the opposit e bank of the Tung, and 
destroy any raft or craft that was unfortunate enough to 
reach that bank. It was the Lolos and Sifans tha t surrounded 
them and drove them to thei r doom. 

On crossing the ferry of Tatu, the traveller plunges into 
a narrow glen bctw(>cn two treeless hills . The valley is lull 
of grerlt boulders, washed down from the mount ain side by t he
freshets, and among these the road winds about in its zigzag 
course lip the mountain. 

The fields :wd hillsides were cnltivated even on thesteep slope5, 
but the grain was all harvested, and the aspect was very bleak. 

After climbing to a height of 2,000 feet above the Tung, 
in a distance of four miles, the road immediately drops 1,000 
feet, zigzagging its way down the steep mountain side until 
it reaches a mountain torrent, which disa ppears into a wild 
gorge to the west, cutting its way through limestone rock 
and joining the Tung about ten miles nbovc the ferry . 
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The road follows up the left bank of this st ream. A few 
riceficlds arc seen ncar the river's edge, and a little cultiva
tion on the hillsides, but there docs not appear to be much 
to attract the farmer, yet al! a long the siream wntennills 
are kept turning. which shows there must be grain to grind. 

The mill wheel lies horizontally, and the water is admitted 
by a small wa ter race and strikes th(' lans of the wheel which 

IIAMIJOO RAIITS O~ T ilE VA KJV F. Il. 

offers its face to the curren t. The millstone is attached t o 
the other end of the wooden sh:dl , and reyolns on the same 
axis as the water wheel. The road continues on through the 
valley, and is made dangerous by falling rocks, which come 

• rolling down from the heights, when loosened by the rain , 
or on the slightest other provocation. Often one of these 
boulders come rolling down the steep mOllntain side and 
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pa;;s through a c;mn'an of mules, picking one or two ("Iut o f 

t he pack. passing on as though it bad met with no obstruction 
until it lands in the torrent bed far beneath the road or path. 
Aftrr passing the \'illage of Tawan (great tl1rn ) the mountain" 
close in I1 pon the stream If'a\'ing harcJ .... sufficien t space for 
'a narrow path. In places the rock ac tually owrhang-- the 
road so that onr has II) b0w the head if riding, in onkr not 
10 hf' pulled off. The cliffs rise to a height of about 200 feet, 
almo,,! perpendicular or sl ightly overhanging, then fall away 
and continue tu rise to the hcight of 1,000 feet. \\" lId tales 
arc told of t h,,-' a ttacks fin caravans and 10I1e1\· t ra\"l;,U<:: rs h\' - -
the Lulos in this gorge, an d the place i;; ("ertailll~' weird ('nollgiJ 
to make one fce1 t hat an c-ncmy might be lurking an .... where 
along tlw marcll. 

The stories told me by my escort, \\'hen J ira\'('lled through 
this wild piace. were enough to m:lke t he hair stand on a timid 
man's head, but I saw no onc more ugly th.1I1 my informants 
and certainly none tha t looked mor(' like oUlla \\",., for the 

escort tha t was g-iwn lI1e at Chingchihsien contained the 
mo~t dilapidated specimens I kwc seen lor a long time. 
Howe\"er, a<; my joumey was t hrce \\cek:; later, Brouke a,nd 

)Iean's might h.\\"e had '-' lx-tte r lot. 
On emerging from lhe gorge:l plateau is cntered, the highest 

po:n i of wh ich is the wal('~hed, 7.200 feet, lying betwcen 

the Tung and a small ri,'cr . loca lly called 'K ga Hung, which 
is a T ibetan n:"1me. This ri ver ris<'" in the s,iao H"iang
ling . flow;; past Yueh Hsiting, an d enter:o; a gorge which 
opens Ollt of the Ylleh Hsi valley from where it flows in 
a nort h-easterly d irect ion until it ent ers ihe Tung. It 
forms the borde r between independcnt Lololand and the 

semi-Chinese Lolo country throll gh \\"hi~h the high road 
passes. 

Along the road there is a mixed population of Lolos, Tibctn.ns 
and Chincse. ) losi of the black-blood Lolos have left t lreir 
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fo rmer es ta tes this side of the N.garung River to t1~ir serfs. 
who have become Olinese snbje<; ts . These !;emi-subjected 
LoJo~ have a nominal chief, who is suppos:cd to.be a pure .. 
black blood. but he is not recognised by the chiefs in inde- .. 
pendent Lololand, and he f('ally holds his position by appoint- if 

mcnt from the Chinese Goycmmcnt. 
All along the road the Chinese have established block

houses, which arc guarded by militia composed both of Chjnese 
and subjected Lolos, bu t in spite of t hese gua rds, robberies 
arc committed frequently along the main trade rou tes, and it 
is not safe to be out after nightfall. 

Two days' march c,'er this platC:lU brings the t ravellllf 
't o t he vaUcy of Yuch Hsi. in which is the Chinese ci ty of 
Ynch Hsiting, q uite an imponant centre, as from this place 
a largc section of cOllntry is govern ed . 

In a kind of prison or hostcl in connection with the Yante 
are to be secn a number of hostages who may be seen also 
in our photographs. These hostages comc from various parts 
a.long the border, and arc representative leaders or chiefs, 
who take t urns of imprisonment to go pledge for the good 
conduct of their tri bes. These chiefs are paid a nominal S\lm 

• 
by t he Chinese Governmen t for thus serving a period in 
durance, and alter serving a term of th ree mon ths they are 
a llOwcd to be rclieved by other reprcsen tative men of their'" 
lribt!S. 111is is the only hold the Chinese ha\'c 0 11 thc tribes 
from thc interior of Lololand. 

1\ftcr )eaving Ytlch Hsi the road cont in lles up the lcft bank 
of the stream and leads over the Siao Hsiangling with a very 
s teep ascent. Every fi ve Ii (or mile and a quart er) Ulere is a 
guard house, and two or t hree soldiers escort the foreigner 
from post to post. The road over the pass runs through 
very wild count ry, and it would be an easy matter for the 
Lolos to surprise travellers if i t were not for t he sharp look-out 
kept by t he s..::outs posted a ll along the road. Even in spite 
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of this vigilance, parties nrc oft en surprised and indi\'iduals 
ca rried off to be sold as slaves. 

The day I came over I was benighted ncaT the top. my 
coolies made such slow time ascending the mounbin. 

When I arrived at Chupanying where there was 11. centurion 
stationed in charge of 100 soldiers, he insisted that I should 
stop the night with him, as it was impossible to do the five 
miles that scparatcci us from the usual stopping pbcc. He 
lived in a tiny little guard house, but quite comfortably. 
Just as we were sitting doml to supper, which he provided, 
there was a great shout which rang through the mountains. 
then three shots were fired. At this time there were only 
five men in I.:amp. the rest Wt:TC posted on duty along the· 
road. In a moment all five were armed with their Mausers 
and fixed bayonets, and a cartridge bell buckled round their 
waist. They rushed out into the d:lfkness, and Mr. Li, the 
centurion, se ized his broad sword and went with them. I 
wanted to join, but to this he would not consent, and warned 
me that 1 must remain inside. 

Calls were ('xchanged all along the line, and word arrivcd 
that it was only a false alarm giyen by one of the pickets 
near the top of the pass. However, night and day the/ are 
kept on the alert during the winter months, for it is in the 
willter when the l~olos are not busy in their fields that they 
do most of their pillaging. 

All the way to Loku :l good number of Lolos :lre to be 
seen :-dong the road, but they are fricndly and are either 
bringing faggots to the small towns and military camps, or are 
returning empty after deli\'ering their burdens. 

Just before reaching Loku, the road leads through the 
f:lmous gorge where the Taiping robbers were blocked and 
forced to turn "Ip the l\lienning Valley, and so were trappe<\, 
to their doom. 

The road is cut out of the side of the rock and is just wide 
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enough for two animaLs to pass. A block house is placed 
a t ~ commanding poin t , great doofs arc mounted so that 
it is impossible t o pass up or down when these are closed , 
an d a very small force could defend the position. 

From Loku the rO ;1 d funs down the left bank of the Alln ing 
River through a ferti le valley inhabited by the Chinese. 

1I,1.WK1~G I'''I<KO'I"S HlO M TIl E /1II1G\'ugs . 'u \'Al. L1': V TO Cllt STU :' 1'1I0TOGR.UU T""KS 

os \''\5111:0;(; 1.1:< , 10,000 !'It Er AIIO\K ~r.\· LI~\·EL 

The climate is ideal, but Ihe unfortuna te people always 
have the fear of being surprised some night by their Lola 
neighbours. 

Ningyucnfu is a snug li ttle town built on the side of a 
.beautiful lake, the outlet of which nms into the Ann ing 
River. 

The city has quite a history. but no records are to be found 
( 11243) 291 0 \I 
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in the archh-cs of the )"amen there; they have all been sen t 
to Vacha\\" and Chentu for safe keeping. The present ci ty wa ll 
is only eighty yC'ars old. TIl(' old ci ty having b('('n destroyed 
by nn C3.rthquakr, a rcport has it that it <;tood where the 

prescnt lake now is. 
Thnt there was a terrific shaking here j;;; quite evident from 

the huge c1yptomcria trees th at :tTl' still hring dug alit of the 
monntain sidt..'S, where they han' bef'll hl1rif'd for a 100 years at 

least. Some of these tfrcs :-Ife threr and four fed in dinmC'tcr, 
and a coffin made from a good tr('e i:o worth from 300 to 500 
t ach; (or from £40 to £60), which is a Jot of money to a China
man, and of course only the wealthy families c:m afford it. 

The country a t til(' present time is ycry bleak, :Uld only 
nca r the waterways or 011 :\11 occasional hill small trCN\ an' 
10 be found, and thcre is very little shrubbery about. Fuel 
is very cxpensivc, as it has to lx' carried a long way. 

On arriving at Ningyucnfll )kssrs, Brooke and )l c:u('s had 
some. difficulty in finding a respectable inn, but the)" met the 
Rev. Mr, Rucld , an American missionary, who il1\'Jted thi-m 
to the Mission Sta tion. The Rc\', Mr, and ~I rs, \\"ellwood, 
who were then in chargc of the station and of the wcrk in 
the district, were :\way a t the time \'isiting ali t-stat ions, ' but 
Mr, Rudd made it \'cry pleasant for our tra\'ellers, 

Some days were spent in exploring the lake- and city :md in 
'trying to fmd out something ahout the Lolos before ~Ir. Brooke 
un~ertook his last-and fatal-joumey. 
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CHAPTER XX I. 

J ~DJ:PEXDE!\T L OLOLl\ XD. 

STRAXGE to say. almcr.;t in the hrart of the great province 
of Scchwan lies a small section of country some 70 miles 
wide by 120 miles long, which is probably oll e of the fc'\~ 

remaining tracks of country which st ill retains its indepen
. deuce and is s till \1Il<.'xp]orcd--cvrn the btest intelligence 

maps mark it a blank. 
l.ittle is knowll about it c:xct'pt that a great mountain 

fnngc mils through it from north to south . cutting it almost 
in two halves The Chinese border 10"115 on the west are 
HlI ili Chow, Ningyul'nfu , Licho\\', Loku. )licnshan, and Yuch 
Hs'j; on the north Opicn Ting; on the eas t ) Iapien Ting 
and Luipo; and on the south by the Yangt ze River. 

T!le Nosu-i.c., black bJood~-who arc better known by 

• 

the Chinese name Lola, arc a fierce warlike people who claim , 
to h:we in thei r ve ins the blue- locally, black-blood, whie', 
thci r name indicatC'S . Their forefathers came from H unan 
and played no small part in the ea rly history of the Chinese 
Em pire. They haye, howe\'cr, been gradually surrounded 
and hemmed in hy the Chinese , until nowadays we fi nd t hem 
confined to the track of country above ment ioned . 

. Although thus surrounded they prove a veritable thorn 
in the flesh to the Chinese who have to live ncar them, as 
well as to t he Chinese Government, and they have bceQ the 

_means of disgracing Plor<" officiale; and showing up tbe weak
nt:Ss '8lld ro~tenn.~ of Chinese officialdom more than all the 
CensofS in t11c kingdom. 
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The Chinese attempts to subdue the Lolo!', especially 
riming the last tw('nt.y rears, h:\yc been a farce; there has been 
nO organi~cd pI01ll, no un ited effort True. officials han 
been appoint ed to ihe ta",k ; nmen mon('~f ha!' becn !'quan ~ 

dcred , an d many li ves lo!'! , but l! \'cfy a tt cmpt has bcen an 
IlUer failure. its only f('Su lt to line pocket", of officia ls in chargr 
o f the opera ti ons. 10 discf')Uf:lgC the Ch in('sc l\lil it:a. :ind to 
encourage the Lolo!' in their raiding and insubordin3tion. 

To explain aU this I will gh'e a rough ide:l of how these 
Chinese expeditions a TC conducted. t 

• 

In the first place the ( hincs(' GO\'crnment sends in officials 
who know nothing about the Lotos or their cOll ll h~y ; ",Her 
aJI these years of warfare they have not even a mnp. The 
orderi; are to subdue these disturbers of the peace. The. 
official takes o\'cr his seal, collects the Militia, consisting of 
local farmcrs who have to supply their own wcapons, which ,,. 
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consist of ant iquated muzzle-loading . fuse guns, bamboo 
poles with iron heads which t hey call lances, ~nd old swords 
covered with the rust of years . \Vith these untrained men 
and useless weapons he !,l'Iarchcs against the Lolos, to beard 
the lion in his dCIl. 

The Lo!os, who arc as well or better armed, have the ad
vantage of knowing their country. Their very existence 
depends 011 their defence of the sm all track of territory which 
they call their own, and in defence of it they are prepared 
to fight to the death. Their motto is, " The man who is 
afraid to d ie for his country is not fit to live." The Chinese 
motto is, " He who fights and runs away may live to 
fight another day"; and John prays to the gods that 
there may be a way of C~C;lr>c when the time cOllies for him 
to run. 

Take, for eX<lmple, the blest Chincs(' expedi tion again5t 
the Lolos. During last winter the LoIns had become more 
and more daring: in their raids and capped their outrages 
by attacking :"I village , carrying off some 300 of the inhabi
tants, leaving only the Ycry old and helpless ones, many of 
whom they slew in their homes . 

• The Chinese officials thollght that something must be done, 
so they treated with the Lolos to try and ransom the 
prisoners; but they did not want to spend too much money, 
and, as the Lolos asked a large price for the young and strong 
captives, the officials only bough t back some of the old ones, 
who were cheap, and left the others to their fate. This did 
not satisfy the friends of the captives. Representations 
were made to Chentu, and the officials were recalled and 
new ones sent to take their place. They arrived at Ning
yuenfu in July, 19oB, and by the Ninth Moon had made pre-

• parations to chastise the unruly brigands. 
This time, the General, a very fair officer as they go in ' 

China, asked for foreign drilled soldiers and modem rifles; ,,, 

• 
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. 
so they sent him 400 foreign drilled soldiers. Modem rifles 
arc valuable and cannot be risked in warfare, so he was com· 

pelled to make lip the balance of his force with 3,000 farmer 
:'of ilit ia. 

The force collected at Ningyucnfu, but bc(orc going to. the 
fron t they had to christen the fiag. The day for this great 
event was fixed , and :1.11 unfortuna te hostage from ilie district 
in wh ich the waT was to be waged, was led down to the p:trade 

grol1 nd , where hundreds of sPCCt3 tOTS and the army of 3,400 
men were assembled. 

The victim was t ied down t o a benel/and a buckH being 

placed to c,,1. tch the blood, his throat was then cut from cat: 
to ear in the same way as men kill a sheep. 

The fl ags were then d ipped in the blood, and the heart 
and Jiver were taken home and cooked an d ea ten by some 
of the soldiers to give them courage. 

\\'hen thei r courage had been thoroughly arollsed the 
whole army marched out bravely to Tasin Chang, abollt 
ten m ;!cs from Ningyuenfu. They presented a brave and fcir
midable appeartmce, as there were no Lolos in sight. 

The Taotai and Colonel thought that Tasin Ch:ll1g would • 
be a good place to make thei r headquarters, as I here is a good 
inn and 2 CO Chinese families, and they cOl1ld buy vegetables 
:lnd mea t there, and make themsel\'es fairly comfortable . 
The sold iers were sent to the front and a Iter some weeks of 
hard marching had advanced twent y miles. 

T hey were 3,400 st rong, and had a Gatling gun besides, 
so they felt very brave as they had as yet sef'.Jl none of the' 
enemy, and had been marching on a good road. 

They had now been some t ime in the interior, anq had 

no bf'ads to scnd out t o their superiors to prove tlleir great 
achievements, battles fought and victories won; so to fill e 
up this blank they caught some of the slaves of a friendly 
tribe, cut off their heads and sent these, with the report that .,. 

• 
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t hey had won a victory o\'er thei r enemy, whose CQUlltfY, 

in fact, was so me t wcn l r·fjvc mi les fmlher on. 
Thi" \\"as t oo much for the friend ly tribes near J\ohchoh

li ng. so a few day:. bier, under cover of a thick fog:. fifteen 
of the Lolo warrior" charged into t he middle of the Chi nese 
camp, war-whooping and cutting. right and left with their 
short swords; they killed some eighty of the Chinese bra\'es 
an d the fi ft een ($cnpcd unhurt into the thick fog. 

The Chinese were so surpri;<cd that they forgot to fire their 
guns or u!'c their ba,\'o!l('ls or cn'n their spears, thei r excuse 
being thai t h('y were ,((mid to hm! one a nother. 

A short d L~tallCe ",way 1,000 Lolos attackt'd another part 
of the cam p but W('fl' not succes!'fl1l. Their plan wai' to 
surround the Chinese camp !md to kilt off all the ~oldiers, 
bu t they were met Oil :t pa~s by part of tile Chin('5{' Army, 
an d abou t (;ighty fell (-n both ~id('s. 

Howe\'cr, the Chinese had had enough, st ruck c:\lnp, and 
fll'd toward Ta<;in Chang. the news of the Emperor's dea th 
':lrriYing abOllt the !'ame time, so they were able to saye their 
face. Bu t the Viceroy, who had hi!' spic~ in the count ry, 
g,ot the true st ory nnd a ll the officinls who had any thing to 
do with the affair were at once recalled ; and the brave little 
pedla r. who drovc a brisk trade wit h the soldiers, now sits 

. in thc Prefect 's chai r, though it remains to be seen if he will 
be able to manage t hings any better than his predecessors. 
Strange to say the Lolos claim a Yletory , and a re now da ring 
and energetic in their ra ids on the poor fanners. 

It was just a few weeks a ft er t he Chinese troops returned 
from their a tt ack on the LolO5 that Brooke entered the 
country, 

He took with him his Chi nese-English interpreter , also 
• his Tibetan int erpreter, three coolies wit h light loads, and 

the Fu tou or foreman, 
Their first m tention was to go to the border of t he Lolo 
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country and get acqu:1inted with some friendly chief. if pos
sible, and find out something of the country and its people. 

He knew if the Chinese officials suspected his plan they 
would surely stop him, so he quietly slipped out of the North 
Gafe of the city, and by going up a quiet path got clear away. 
without anyone knowing evell which way he had gone . 

:\Ir. ?l lcarcs was ldt at ~ingytlcnftl to develop photogr:lph5 
and make ready for thei r journey t nward Batang when the 

party returned . T hey had learned thal there were friendly 
· Lo105 to the north, ;md Brooke started out , hoping to 
find one of them, and telling his companion that he migh t 

... be only 'two days awav or he might be two weeks. Day after 
day Meares " -aited in yain for the party to return or some 
word to arrive of thei r whereabouts. \ Yh en I reached Ning
yuenfl1 somf' three weeks later ] found hill) in a mqst agitated 
state of mind. H e and )Ir. Hudd met me .on the road as I 

approached the city and told me the POSlt lOll. 1 frared the 
worst, but t hought it was possiblc that Brooke might have 
got safcly through the secluded stretch of coun try, an d had had 
to return by onc of the roundabout ways . That would lake 
a t least five wC{·ks for the round trip, and there was no way 
of getting a lett er or messenger across_ To inform the O li ucse 
would probably get the party into trouble e\"en if they werc 
quite safc, for the guards han been known to makc it ycry . 
difficult for any olle tr) inH to l.)[eak through their lines and 
~ter this coun try. :'Ilr. \\"ellwood was c:-.:pccted home ally 
'day, a.nd as he was personally acquainted with the officials, 
and also with somc of the border Lolos, we all thought it was 
~t to wait for him. 

I was also anxious to see \Vellwood , so delayed my journey 
westward a few days. 

WhiJe I waited, I got in touch with some of the friendly • 
Lolos,:md tried to find out if they knew anything of the where
abouts of the party. They professed their ignorance, but 

,00 



• • 

• 

Independent Lololand. 

agreed to send out men to inquire and report to us on their 
return: but though they lenrnt what had happened thf'y 
refused to inform us, bei ng afraid . 

By the tim e \\'cllwood returned we had giyen lip hopC, 
and he and !\Icarcs wen t at once to the' Chinese official find 
TIJported ?olr. Brooke's, delay. 

The Prefect , who was expecting to be' r<'iic\"Cd any day, 

for he hnd already been dismissed lor the failure which he 

TWO 1.01.0 L IIIU S , IIOSTAGKS AT YUl\lIliSl 'I~G. 

and the Taotai had made in subduing the Lolos in tht;. pre-, 
vious autumn, was quite indjgnant at the party attempting 

the journey without first reporting to him. He said if. fle 
had known he would not have allowed them to go in; bu, 
of course, they had kno\m this, and that was why they had 
not reported. Mr. Meares, through Mr. ,,"ellwood, ~ngaged 
native spies and sent them into the country, and they brought 
out the first report of what had rcally befallen the party. 

3'" 
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This account differed in some detai ls hom the reports we 
got inter from the two survivors (after t11<,y were ransomed 
by the Chinese military official ~lr. Yang- of Tsoying also 
called Sanchiangkoll, a military post on the ;\ Iupien side), 

·hut was t rue enough to the facts. 
After :'I l r. ,,"ellwood retuOlcd I remained three days, :lnd 

then. deciding th at there was nothing I could do there, ';;tarted 
Qut for )ficnninghsien; but on reaching Loku, feeling I should 
go up to the Lola border and sec i! I could get ;lny word of 
the missing party. I tumed east instead of going north, 
landed at },an Shang ying, and thcrf' made friends ",jill the 

Chinese' military official, getting later in touch with one of 
the must inl1uentml black chiefs, wllo agreed to go secu rit y 
for my safe jouOley to Chaochoh, the Lolo capital or centrc. 
I had "cry little difficult y in making this arrangement. T he 
chief !'aid they had heard no \\·ord of ) Ir. Brooke and his 
party, but r\:;surcd me they would be :.Jl right, as mo!'t of the 
people were fri endly to foreigners. 

All the arrangement!; for Illy joumey to Chaochoh and ' 
out vifl Ningyucnfu being completed, the chief :md his party 
left me. 

The guide was to come next moming at daylight to leaa 
the way to the next chief, but next morning 1. waited till 
g a.m. and neither my guide nor the chief appeared. As 1 . 
did not want to let the Chinese officials know my intent inns 
I kept quiet. About 9.30 the old chief came into my room, 
and squatting on the floor, said after a little ado that he could 
not be security for me, and asked me to give up the idea for 
the present. Some of the tribes Cit rOlltc, he added, were at 
war and it was impossible to cross the country. 1 could 
not understand the cause of his sudden change of attitude 
but felt that a ll was not right. 

After trying in every way to assure him that I was not 
afraid, and that we could get rounel t he tribes who weTe 
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fighting, but finding this no usc, and the old chief quite film: 
I had to give up the idea of advancing-at least (rQrn this 
point-and returned toward Loku. ~ 

We had not gone more than four miles when my Lola inter
preter told mc the cause of the chief's ch:l nging his mind. 
He said two men had come from the interior, arrh-ing at 
Kanshangying just after the chief left me the evening before. 
and had brought word that :'Il r. Brooke and party had been 
cut to pieces by the A-hea tribe, <lnd that the people in the 
interior were quit e excited o\"er it. This was just like a 
Chinese, and I sllppose a Lolo :\5 well, to keep back the facts 
until the opportunity of finding out morc had passed. 

I had not to wail long until the report wa" confimlcd from 
another source, and a little further down the valley I met a 
runner with a letter !Oaring that the scouts they had sent 
out had returned with the rcport that AIr, Brooke and partr 
had been cut to pieces, ?l IT. :\Iearcs begged me to retum to 
Ningyuenfu to try and help him, as Wellwood had to go out to 
Chiatingfu to their conference, I returned at once a.nd found 
that other m<,ssengers had come in with reports, which did 
not offer any hope for the isolated party. 

About the sa.me time a telegram :lrrived from Cheniu from 
the Consul and my wife asking me 1I0t to continue my journey 
w.cshvard as there was serious fighting in the neighbourhood 
of B:1tang. 

I remained at Ningyucnfu t\\'o weeks, doing what I could 
to help to rescue the party or allY survivors that might be 
held as slaves; but we could get but little satisfaction as the 
official would not exert himself. During this time I got 
acquainted with a number of :Musu and Lisu people and some 
even from Mili, half·",ay to Batang ; all of them offered to 
guide us as far as Mili. 

After what had just happened, and the message that had 
come from Chentu, it seemed best to return and postpone 
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my westward journey; so with a sad heart I tumed my face 
toward Olcnlu, while Mr. Meares remained at Ningyuen{u 
to await further dcvclopmcnt5, and see if thr.. Chinese would 
be able to get the bodies and boing the guilty persons to 
• • J P 

Justice. 
J here gh'e a translation of the report given by the two 

~nrvh'ors of the party who went in with Mr. Brooke-one 
who was the Futou or foreman, and the other one of the 
carriers-the rest were all put to death. 

For the sake of the friendly Lolos I refrain from giving 
the names of the friendly chiefs, but I his frcc translation of 
the report given hv the slIrvivors may be of interest. 

After leaving Ningyucnfu the party' travelled in a north· 
easterly course, pas:-ing through the terri tory of several 
friendly chiefs before rcaching Chao--choh. 

From one of these chiefs Brooke secmed an int erpreter 
who had travelled throughout the country. 

Ncar Chao-choh they found a friendly chief who killed 
a sheep in honour of the visitor from the West and insisted 
on making Brooke his blood brother. 

This chief invited them to travel through. the country. 
and sent l1is own son to introduce them to the next chief. 
Thus they were Jh"tSsed on from one tribe to anoUlcr and were 
well received . 

They travened five days iJ1 a llorth-e."tSterly course, during 
which tbne t hey walked 300 1i (or about 75 miles) and r~ched 
the top of the Liangshiln Range at the Tafung ting Pass. 
As the snow was very deep and the descent. steep on the east 
side of the pass Brooke decided .Umt tbey would not descend 
it hut retum from this p\ace. , 

From the top of the pass they could see the country about 
Mapien and even Omei shan in the distance, but by the 0 

shortC3t route they were ~till 180 li (or 45 miles) from Mapien . 
On this pass Mr. BrooJ:e spent some tjme, mapping the 
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country to the east, as well as filling in the great stretch th~t 

opened out to the west and south of tht!m. 
The snow was very deep and the weather extremely cold, 

so during the night the Lola guide Tan away, and in the morn
ing they . found themselves without a reprcsentative man 
to introduce them to the next chief. 

However, they continued their journey by a road that 
nllls further no rth, hoping to come Qut at Kanshangying, 
the place where I attempted to ent er the country. The 
descent was quite gradual and 2,000 fect below the peak. 
which they descended in a di"t:mcc of £lye miles, and came 
to the first Lolo chief's hut. 

On a rrival they found the chief and aU the representa tive 
men away, but th!' chi ef' s wife was at home. ]n Lololand 
the women have almos t a<; much authority as the men. The 
chiefs wife asked them to wai t until the chief returned, but 
this Brooke refused to do, 5aying th:lt he must hurry, 
:l.11d if she could not give an escort he must go on without 
'it; and so they continued their journey. They had not 
gOIlC far when the chief's wife o\'erlook them on horseback, 
offering to conduct them through her domains herself on 
• condition that the fee was paid in advance ; for they always 

make a charge for "llowing anyone, even a Chinese pedlar, 
. to pass through. Brooke ::\greed to pay the fee, which 
was only a. small onc, on arrival at the next chiefs house, 
saying that the las t man was paid in advance and had run 
a.way. 1'0 this she would not agree, demanding the amount 
in advance; and when it was not paid she rode off and 
left the party to find their own way. 

Brooke and his party continued their journey without 
escort, and after crossing a small spur arrived at a village, 
where they sl~pt in t he house of the next chief. 

He was quj tc friendly and agreed to pass them on to bis 
next neighbour. Brooke paid I lael (about 3s.) in advance. 
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• The chief e:;corted thrm some distance himself, when 
Broolle urged him to return saying that if he sent a repre
sentative man that would be quite sufficient, so the chief 
sent two of his slaves with. them. 

That njg,lt they slept in a house of one of the tribe, and 
while lhey were eating their stlpper n suit of fur clothing and 
some small a rticles were stolen. The people who gathered 
about were a bit rowdy, and in a hall friendly way tried to 
frighten the interpreter Ho, by pretending t o make him a 
prisoner (as in the photograph). They wcn' also dct crn;tincd 
to see and handle the Mauser rifle, to wh ich Brooke objected; 
so, putting the rifle in the slf'f'ping bng, himself kept charge 
of it. They were not molest ed dunng the night, but the 
people did not seem very friendly. 

Next morning when lc..wing Brookc refused to make 
an y present unlCSi the fur coat and other things were re· 
turned . They continucd with the two sla,'C'i from the las t 
chief a.c; guides. 

All went well until about noon, when an arrow was fired 
at one of the advance coolies from a thicket through which 
they were passing. He dropped his load and ran back. T!le 
interpreter and two slave guides held a consultation with 
the men who were in ambush. They came Out into the road 
and prQved to be a gang of about thirty men who had followed 
them from the village where they had spent the night. The)' 
stated that they were looking fpr some stray catlIe and 
marched on ahead until they came to a place where the path 
ran through a deep gorge, where they mounted the cliff and 
waited for Brooke's party t o come up. 

Their movements were detected and the party halted 
while the two interpreters and the sla ve escort went forward 
and consulted with them. 

A·heo then stated his business, saying that he was the 
chief of this district and they had no right there without 
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hi!> consent. The chief was invited to com, dO\\'11 (rom the 
cliff and talk the matter over. A-heo-Iabow and six ()f his 
followers came down, and Brooke explained to him that 
he thought the escort he had was.in order , and that he did 

• 

not know that he was breaking any of their rules or cllstoms; 
adding that if the chief h:ld authority to escort him through 
the country to the next State he would be glad to arrange 
with the cb~f for this. 
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The A·heo chief sa id that the slaves who had escorted them 
from the last chief had no right to pass through his terri
tory, and that they should have been changed where they 
spent the night. 

He a t first demanded 10 taels to escort them to the next 
chief, but as Brooke knew it was not more than ten miles from 
where they were he refused to give so much, and they fi nally 
agrc('d to take 5 tacls (or about 95.), but demanded it in 
advance, 

The attitude of A-heo and his followers did not inspire 
the party with confidence, and the interpreter said that they 
intended to rob them from the first. 

Brooke tried to show him tha t it was impossible for 
his party to run away with all his coolies and things, and that 
he would smrely pay him what he had agreed t o on reaching 
the next chief, who had been friendly on thei r way up. 

They seemed to have somt' little talk over the matter of 
paying in advance, and Brooke in a fri endly way put his h::l.Od 
on the chiefs shoulder and put the ot her hand on h is own 
pocket, trying to show by signs that he would surely pay 
him the money himself on a rrival at the house of the next 
chief. Whether A-heo-Iabow understood Brooke's mcanipg 
or whether he took it as an insult it is hard to say, but I think 
he resented Brooke's freedom, as no ooe is supposed to lay. 
thei r hands on a chief or on his clothes. Instantly drawing his 
sword, he struck a blow at Brooke's head, which he caught 
on his left ann, receiving a bad cut, and, aroused by this 
treacherous assault, he drew his revolver and shot the chief. 
Seeing what he had done, he fired two or three more shots in 
the air and t he chief's supporters a ll slipped off into the 
undergrowth and disappeared. Brooke called to his followers 
to drop their loads and follow h im , knowing that in a. very 
short t ime they wouJd be surro\Ulded and taken, and their 
only hope was to try and reach the next chief. They ran 
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down through the gorge and reached a stream, and by the 
time they had run ten miles and arrived at Suga's house they 
were quite exhausted. Some of the coolies fell behind and 
were overtaken in the way by the pursuing Lolos. 

When Brooke and his interpreter reached Suga's house 
they reported what had taken place and offered the chief 
609 taels if he would get them out safely to Chinese territory. 
This he promised to do if they would give up the rifle. Be
lieving the chief to be friendly Brooke gave him his rifle 
with the promise of being safely C$corted to Yueh Hsiting. 
but no sooner had he done so than thei r pursuers wcrc upon 
them and they were surrounded. Brooke tried to get on 
the top of the house, but W 3...<.; knocked down by a stone. 
Suga, who was a brother-in-law of the chief A-heo-labow, who 
had been shot, let hi~ men help the A-heo people, according 
to their law he was bound Io-:Illd the whol\~ party were soon 
cut to pieces. 

But Brooke kepi his men together to the b,.:,t and ~ied 
bravely trying to defend th~m; but it was mort' than 100 

to 1, and the struggle w:!.s short. 
The two men who escaped the sad fate of the rcst of the 

p<frty were stunned by a stone by which they were hit in the 
• 

early part of the fray. After some time, reviving, they managed 
to creep away rtnd hide in caves, neither of them knowing 
but that they were the sole survivors. They were found 
next day by a slave rind secretly sold to a neighbouring tribe. 

How they were tied to one of the other sla yes and were made 
to work all day, only gi"cn a very small portion of com meal 
cake or some boiled potat oe~ when they returned at night . 

and were put ill a pit in the centre of a house while the rest 
of the slaves slept on the boards lest they should escape-

• is a story which would really be amnsing if it were not linked 
to that other and tragic story of Mr. Brooke and his 
party's end . 
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My Chinese boy who went as interpreter to Mr. Brooke 
stood by him to the last, and he met the same fate as hi::. 
master and the others. 

This report was told me by both men before they had met 
each other after their rplf'ase. Thp. foreman was escorted 
to Chentu and made his report to me before the officials saw 
him. 

The other man reported to me at l\lapicn, and both stories 
agreed except in a few minor details wh ich were not im
portant. Both of them had deep scars , and one had deep 
cuts in hi" head which eighty days a iler the attack were not 

healed. 
Thus ended the life of a daring cxp!orp r rind bom traveller. 
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CHAPTER XX II. 

REL1GIO~ A:\"D Cl.:STQ)IS OF THE L OLOS. 

T HIS is a most difficult topic to writ e about, si nce there arc 
many branche5> of these people under the general name of 
Mina, into which the Chinese ~roup all the trib('!; of ]';:w{'ichow. 

Yunnan and Scchl1an. 
Many of these tribes have their O\'m loc'll customs and 

religion , and Olle has to be careful to sta te c1ca rly whi ch tribe 
is referred to. A good deal of general in formation about 
some of these tribes can be gleaned from Chinese history, 
but it is difficult to be always quite sure j ll:,t whom any of its 
compilers is referring to. However, I propose to gi \'c a few 
extracts from oW abridged history and then to add a few 
paragraphs on what I know of the particular people under 
review. But it will be impossible in onc cha pter to go in to , 
much detail , and al ready my story has grown far beyond 
the original plan of this book. I trust my rcaders will not 
have grow n weary of this simple narrati \'c of ad\'enture and 
travcl among this ancient and secluded people. 

I venture, therefore, to insert these short extracts from a 
Chinese history Which, so far as I know, has ncver before been 

translated. 
There are many tribes 10 the mountains and valleys of 

Seclman, as recorded by many historians. After having 
read their accounts and compar ing them with what I know 

• and have heard of the Miao t ribes, I here record what I have 
learned of t hose in Sechuan though brief yet complete. 
" The Miao religion dates from Panhu about 2500 B.C. Panhu 
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killed off all the aborigines for which the Empcro~ Tikuh 
honoured him by giving him his daughter and a kingdom. 
He had six sons and six daughters, who became the !athcl"S 
of all the :\Iiao. 

" They occupied the country of Yalang and lying between 
Suifll and Ningyuenfu to the border of Kwcichow and 
'Yunnan. • 

" These tribes arc divided into the White !\l inD, Flower Mino, 
Black :'Iliao, Red ?l liao, Green Mina , and each tribe has its 
own colour of dress. They arc scattered about in villages 
and hamlets, and ally trifling cause will start a vendett a, as 
the proverb snys, ' They will continue their animosity for 
nine generations.' 

" Those who Hve ncar the border gO\'crncd by China are 
called Sn :'Ii iaD (ripe or manageable), while in the interior 
they are called Sung ~Iiao (raw or unmanageable). The 
people near the Chinese border work hard like the cow or ox , 
yet they arc very poor. The men put their hair up in a hom, 
and the women wear cbm shells, and a hair pin about ten 
inches long in their hair, and in their ears long earrings. They 
wear a seamless cloak, having a hole for the head to nass 
through. 

" The :first day of the tenth moon is their feast day. On 
the first day of the new year they worship Panhu and offer 
fish to him in a t rough or altar, and crying ou t in a loud wailing 
voice. 

" When visiting an official, whether of high or low degree, 
he is addressed as the old Emperor. 

" The Chinese are always referred to as the Han , because 
it was in the Han dynasty, between 201 B.C. and 23 A.D., that 
they were conquered and made subjects. 

• 

"The Song Miao and the Tsai 1\Iiao are the descendants of • 
the kings of Song and Tsai, who ruled in Honan and H unan 
from II22 to 770 B. C., when their two kingdoms were con-
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qucred by Chi and Tsu a remnant of the people escaped 
westward and became the Sung and the Tsai Miao . 
. " These people a rc \'cry honest and cuhivate the land. The 
Sung tribe are the morc intelligent. 

" They still wear their hai r in a hom on lop of thei r heads 
as of old, but have changcd the fashion of their gannents 
and have adopted that of the other l\liao tribes, 

" When the Tsai dynasty cl)nquered the Chow, many of the 
princes of Chow were sent west as outlaws and prisoners , 
and t hese became the Ti~n tribe. who still retain many of 
the Chow customs, such as the worship of their ancestors, 
which is perfonned by a procession, led by the heads of 
the families or chiefs and all join in a song of praise to the 
departed. 

" The Ya ~l iao he in Pci:-ha (north gorge), th('y despise the 
old and honour the yonng. When a man or woman is old 
they drive t hem out k.r sale, and ('\'('ll a son will sell his own 
father or mother . 
. " This tribe Jives in caYcs, which they have hewn out of 
t he rocks in precipItous places, some of which are as mnch as 
eighty feet up the cliff side, and to which ascent and descent 
a f¥ made by me:ms of bamboo ladders or ropes. which the 
men and women can climb like monkeys." 
• Much more of this aocirnt history could be quoted, but 
it might not be of interest to the general reader , and I think 
enough has been given to show that t here arc a great many 
different tribes, each having somewhat distinct customs. 
It will be noted that the; caves found in Westem China were 
not hewn out by the Chinese, but by those tribes; not for 
tombs, as some suppose, but for dwellings and strongholds, 
While the terra~cotta figu res found in some 01 tllcse ca,'cs 
show that a different style of dress was worn by the people 
which made and placed these figures there more than 2,000 
years ago, yet it is not proved tha t the caves wCl ~ not cut out 
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and once inhabited by the emigrants from Honan and Huhan, 
after they fled westward from Central China. 

History states that many of these emigrants were princes, 
who werc banished or had tIed for their lives rather than 
submit to their conquerors . Their descf'.ndants claim to have 
royal blood in their veins an d are as proud to-day as their 
princely forerunners may have been in the year 700 B.C. 

The characters used by them prove that they werc once 
connected with the Chinese nation . I know one man in 
Chentu. a student of the ancicnt character, who was able to 
recognise many of the signs used by the Lolos, but many of 
them were unknown to him. 

We must now look at the people founn in that piece of 
COWl try marked on the map" I ndependent Lololand. " 

First their name :-These people are generally ('aIled Lolos 
by the Chinese, which is much resented by them. and even 
tht" name of Irell , 1·.t'., barbarian, is preferred. Some 
Chinese claim that the n<l.me Lola arose from the custom of 
writing the name of their departed on a piece of paPf'r and 
placing it in a basket which is hung in a certain position on 
the wall. This is why the Black Bloods look UpOIl the name 
as an insult to their ancestors. Whatever the cause may pe, 
serious objection is raised to thr name and they call them
selves Nosu, which the Chinese translate black bone, bu~ 

li tentlly it ml'ans black person, or as the Nosu interpret it 
.. royalty." It is used in much the same sense as the ternl 
" Blue blood" is applied to aristocracy in England. 

There is very littJe kn own of their religion, except that 
some of them worship the sun, and others oak trees and groves. 
When a Lola dies his greatest ambition is to be sent to the 
next world in a chariot of fire. As soon a~ he is dead his .. 

• 

friends p"ather round his remains and build a great bonfire 
• • • 

and place his hody on it. \Vilen the body has been cremated 
the a.shes are put in a. jar and buried, and his name is written 
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on a piece of paper an d put in the family basket. This 
basket occupies .:t similar po5ition in their religion \.0 the 
ancestral tablet among the Chinese. 

It is this desire to be despatched in a fiery cbariot that 
keeps the Lola from ever going very far from home, llllJCSS 

trawlling in fairly large parties. WI~cn a Black Bone is 
killc.d in war, ei ther by the Chine:.c or iu tribal feuds, a great 
price is sometimes paid to secure their dead bodies, in order 
that their fri ends may join in the ceremony of lighting them 
into the next world. That is why thei:- dead a rc always 
carried off the field whik: the battle is sti ll raging, that their 
p odies may be dl'spaldli'd with gre:ll honour ::lIld may not 
fall in to the hands of their cllf'm ics. h is a rare thing to 
flnd a dead 1.010 Oll the field, C\'l'1l immediately after the 
ballle. It is the greatest honour for a serf to rescue the 
body of a chid or comrade from the en('mies' camp. 

H they arc away fr,Jlll home an d anyone should 00 taken 
s!"riol1sly ill, or is wounded so Ihat he has to be left behind, 
his companion,; wi!1 prepare ior him a piJ~~ of wood on which 
they p lace tIlt: body, ::.0 that the sick or wounded man may 
ligll t his own fin' when he finds he cannot get betH'r or is 
a b~ut to be oyert:lk('n by hi~ purslH'rs. 

The m'lgicians, or witch doctors, of the Lolos, ba\'C great 
i;-illuencc and arc practically the only p(>rsOIl~ who can read . 
Their writing is ycry little used except for pllrposcs 01 
inc:tntation. I believe tiwy han' some landmarks of their 
history preserved, and when some one has mastered their 
hieroglyphics and translated their writings Wt' may find it 
clea rly stated who thesc people arc. But so far as 1 have 
been able to gl(,311, up to the present time, I a m persuadfd 
tha t the Loin Nosli arc the original inhabitants of Ass;m • 

• '.vho were driven northward at lhe time of the Bengal invasion , 

They foullQthei r way into Central China and there for somc 
timc played a lca<1111g part in Chinese early history, having 
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much to do with the introduction of Chinese 'Hiting. In 
some Chines!' hisiorips credit is giwn to the chief of one of 
these tribes for introducing writing' into Ch ina. In the time 
of the Chow's, rather than submit to their cOIl<]lICrors, they 

emigra ted to otl1<'r regions. 
So we find a rcmnant in 'Ve;;t China. I ha\'e reason to 

suppose that the Corean is of the same stock; he lta~ th e same 
type of face, his aocrent style of writing is si mil:\r to, if not 
id(.'nticai with, the Lolos. Others of them fot1nel their way 

over to J apan, and we fmil terra-cotta models in the anci('nt 
caves of th;'\t COUlltry simil:u to those recently found in West 
Chm:l. All tlli:. i .. still short of :lb;;oluir proof, of course; 
but from clues that I lta\'c been able to obtain 1 think I am 
en the right track. 

They a re certa inly not Tibetan, as some people h;\\'e becn 
led to think , having nothin g in common with the Tibetans, 
and bei ng their swom enemies. 

I was told by a commander in the Siamese Army, who~e 
father is a membcr of the K ing's C.,binet, that the original 
inhabi tants of Assam emigrated northw:l.rd into China many 
thousands of years ago, and that there is not ('ven a remn;>nt 
of that people left there. When I showed him the phOto. 
graphs of the terra·cott:l. figures found in the can's of West 
CIUll a, he decla red that they cor'r<'Sponded to the r('lies of the 

early inhabitants of his country, who, when conquered by 
Bangal, emigrated northward rather than submit to their 
\'ictors. 'This is exactly what they did when overcome by the 
Chows. This officer was an educated man , who seem ed 
to be well up in ancient. bistory, and it was impossible for me 

. to follow him in the recital of his dates, which he quoted 
as far back as 4000 R.e. 

• 

f Since coming to Engl~nd I have bt>en fortul1llte enough 0 

to meet an educated Corean, and this gen tleman claims t hat 
tfle Lola writings and customs are very si milar to. the ancient 
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Corean ones; and he was prompt t o claim a relationship. 
I only throw these hin ts out for what they are worth, not 
being able t o prove them one way or the olher; but for the 
student of anthropology, ethnology and arthreo!ogy, here 
is a most interesting field for his operations, and I on ly wish 
I had the necessa ry knowledge of the languages and the 
l e isun~ to delve into the subjec t. Perhaps, if he should cast 
an eye Oil these pages, ~J r. Andrew L1.ng may have something 
to give us from the store of his mythological knowi('dgc. 

The Lolos arc vcry superstitious, and one needs t o be well 
acquainted with their cust')ms and beliefs in order to deal 
with them without gh'i ng offence, for once that is done three .. 
generat ions willllot crase the gricvance, which will be handed 
down to posterity until revenged. 

Jf a chief or one of his fami ly is killed, his tribe are under 
obligation to take the life of some one of equal rank in their 
enemies' camp before the wrong is appeased. 

The pure Black Bloods are tall, nimblc fellows; some of them 
are over six feet in heigh t and scarcely ::lIly of them below 
five feet ten inches. The way they scale cliffs and descend 
mQuntains is a mystery to the Chinese, and some celestials 
crefi it them with the power of being able to fly. 

Their chiefs wear long black cloaks made of one piece of 
very good quality of felt. T bought one of these cloaks from a 
Lolo chief; it measured twenty· four fed around the bottom 
when spread out; a draw st ring put through one end of this sheet 
of felt is gathered in until it tics neatly about the neck, and 
hanging loosely over their shoulders comes down to about the 
knce. He wears very roomy trousers made of Ch inese white 
cotton, which are tucked into long white felt socks. The 
leg is neatly wrapped from the ankle up by a narrow black 

• woollen bandage very neatly put on, and is similar to the 
putties worn I:>y our troops. 

Over the lelt socks he wears sandals made of bamboo fi bre, 
(11:143) 3:) \' 2 
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which has a string of the same material coming over the si<1c 
of the foot and toes, fastening around the ankle with a draw 

• 
string. 

His 1mir is done up in a hom on the top of his head, around 
which he sometimes wraps a white pli~CC of cotton. 

The Black Bone can easily be distinguish('d from the White 
Bones or serfs , who arc mostly Chincse or Tibet an who have 
been captured by their knights and carried into slavery. 
StrangE;. to say, they soon become loyal to thei r chid :;. 

The serfs wea r whit e, grey or brown cloaks, short trousers ; 
~nd gQ barefooted . . 

ff'w of the more fortuuatc ones haxc wlute putties and .. 
sandals in the wini er season. , 

The Black BOllCS are the lords and IlCyer do any work. 
They arc fond of hunting and wand~ring about the mountains . 
They arc almost without exception remarkably straight 
built, with slim muscula r limbs, whilst some of thcm a re 
robust, yet :mything approaching the blliW of :,l chub~y 

Chinaman is unknown in their ranks. ) I05t of them have 
-broad, deep_~hests as become mounta ineers . 

Their large o'·al eyes, set in an 0\"011 face, with fai.rly 
prominent chee" bones , arched but rather broad nose, poidted 
chin and thin, fi rm lips, from which the scanty beard lms 
been plucked, sct them apart as being a quite distinct race 
of pe~ple from any other in China. Their teeth arc white 
and regular, which may be accounted for by the food tlley Ii\"e 
on, which is largely maize bread; and it is said that they never 

• eat roast meat , but partake of it either raw, dri~d or boiled. 
One marked fea ture is a tendency to wrinkles, es.peciaUy in 
their forehead, of men ""past forty yealJ of age. Their 
foreheads are low but broad and upright. 

• 

The Lolo gathers his fc lt mantle tightly around him and .. 
cares not for wind, rain or haiJ; he is at home wherever night 
overtakes him, for, tucking his mantle closely about him, he 
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squats in a sitting position on his heels, with his back l IP 

against a rock or a bank, and gatheri ng his cloa k over 'his 
head, sleeps there, im pen -ious to ""ind and rain . ' I have 
seen them, even when lodgin~ in a Q lincse inn a t Hai t ::lIlg, 
spend the nigh t in th is way, cwn though there was a Chinese 
bed there if they wished to usc it. I n their own homcs they 
sometimes li e down to sleep. 

The Lolos nre great hOl'SenH'n anu breed fine ponies, which 
when \\ cl1 t rained nrc sold to th" Chinese. Th .... st irrups 
arc so shori t hat whO'll riding the knees nrc at right angles 
to thei r bodies. yet they nace thei r little poni~ a b(lS ... thc 
sides of the cliffs on narrow rough road:; at Ii'igh sIked,<,:'as 

. ~cnd i ly as they do on the plains. 
Once a yea r, usually in the tcn th month, a great faj r is held, 

whcn t he clalb gath('r from al l c"[lIartcrs and race their ponies. 
This is :) time of gener;tl merriment , much wine is d run k, 
tlnd many of them spend the night on the race cour;;c. 

The Lola women are also tall and gracefu l, wear fla t hats 
rat her like tam-o'-shanter:;, and some of thcnt 11ave hats 
made of calico or cotton s tretched on a bamboo hoop. which 
look almost like quaker bonnets; while round the neck a tall , , 
co-u.a r, ornamented with silver, and embroidered short jacket 
over a long accordion-pleated skir!... complete the cost, une. 
. The Black Bloods never m;1rry out of tbeir own rank1 

and never marry wi th a. Chinese of fillY rank. 
When a ll the arrangemen ts concern ing a marriage baVe 

been completed and the day .for the wedding is fixed, tho. 
bride is esoorted by her parents and some of her friends tb a 
favourable camping ground ncar the bridegroom's horne. 
The day is spent ill feas ting and !jerriment, and a t night the 
bridegroom comes to the tent of his bride and steals her away 
to his own bome . -

The wumen are much honourf'd and a d;1ughter is much 
JUorc welcome in a home, than a son ; for when the daughter 
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gets married her husband must send horses, sheep or cattle 
as presents to the girl's parents; when a son gets married he 
must send presents to his father-in-law's home. 

Women have almost as much to say in political affairs 
as the men, and in stopping n. qunrrcl they have much more 
influence. 

Should there be a quarrel between two parties in a clan 
and one of the girls wish to stop it, she takes off her skirt 
:\0<1 , wal king backwards, trails it after her on the ground 
between the two parties, and if they have any honour or 
chivalry in them, not another blow will be struck, at least 
on this occasion. It has been stated by the Hev. S. Pollard 
that there are 20,000 of non-Chinese ppopJe in West China
exclusive of ~[ohammcdans. 

It is estimated that there arc 17,000,000 of non-Chinese, 
exclusive of Mohammedans, in all China. 

Tlwse arc grouIX'd into four great families, viz., the Shan, 
Mi!l.o , Nosu and Tibetan tribes. 

There are 5,000,000 to be found in Kweicheo province, which 
has a total population of 8,000,000; 7,000,000 are found in 
the province of Yunnan, which has a total population of 
12,000,000; and over 5,000,000 are to be found in scchu~in , 
which has a total population of 65,000,000. 

It is only within the last few years that any attempt has 
been made by a foreigner to come ill contact with these people, 
and still only a very small part of this great host has come 
under the influence of the Missionary. The China Inland 
Mission have two or three men in Kweicheo who are giving 
their attention to the Shan and lUiao t ribes of that province. 
In Yunnan the United Methodist Mission and also the China 
Inland Mission have had two or three m('.n at work among 
these tribes for some years, and already part of the N('w 
Testament has been translated into their l!l.nguage, and 
thousands have been won for Christ. 
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The change that has becn brought about is rc~tlly wonderful. 
Scores of witch doct ors have givpn up their lucrative occupa
tion of sorcery. The drunken l\Jiao has discarded his wine 
CliP : the maidens have toOl down their huts of ill-fame, which 
they once built by the roadside, and where they, without 
any sense of shame or disgrace, spenl their nights in merriment 
and debauchery. 

In one place !he' .\I ia"" ga \'e 2,000 days of gratis labour 
to huild ~. church in which to worship the true God. aod there, 
on Sundays, as man y:l.s 800 will pa rt ake of the Lord 's Supper 
at one time. Thirty thou.,and HOS;lnn ahs a rc going lip daily 
in this one section of the country , from a peo ple who have 

. • been despised by the Chinese for gcncrnlions, until they had 
fallen so low in the scale of civilisation that they were but 
little abo ve the brule bcast. 

Yel , when th e Joye 0)[ God reached thein , it lifted UleIn 
from the deep pit inl0 which they had fallen and put a new 
song in their lips , and set them singing such notes of joy thal 
·the hill.sides resounrl with echoes of praise. which we trust 
will go on till they reycrberat c through evcry valley and 
hill and this dl'spisf'd people shall be won for God . 
• 
• 

• 

, 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 
. 

R ESCUE OF TilE S n :n\"ORS AND Bt' RIAL OF TilE M t' JU)ElmD 

E'>PLORER A:\I) HI S I:\TERPRETJ:R. 

\VIIE~ definit e new:. wa,.. reech'cd of the fatc of tile party, 
a number of Lola 5 pk~ Were engaged to enter the country 
and try :md nl.U lcr the bodlcs ::Jnd 3!: m:my of t he things f 

as could be found: also to try and rC'd('C'm tile two a llC'g:ed 
survivors. 

These men brought back differen t \"('[':,iom; of whal had 
t aken place, and it WrlS difficult to sift out the t nJ(' from the 
f:llse. It was decided that noth ing should be made public 
until the two rn!'n who had been pr('scn t wcr{' rC'scllcd, :md . 
their report made. 

The spies SCClI f l.'d a few small p Cf5011:1 1 cficct~, a notc·book 
and part of a le- tt cr written to :Mr. Meares; bullhc things had 

• 
been so much scattered, and most of them wen' <1 ('£01 rayed, so 
that it was d ifficu lt t o get back much. 

A friendly Lolo chief :lgreed to bring t he bodico<: ou t for 
a nominal Slim, but there was so much quarrelling over who 
was to get the mOlley that he did not succeed in gctting them. 

In the mean time the Yiceroy sent word to the officials 
a long the border tha t the bodies mus t be reconred, and so 
the local officials sent in agen ts, who bid :lgainst each other, 
until the Lolos began to say, "If a dead loreigner is worth 
so much, what would a li\'c one be worth ?" Finally, a mall 
scnt out by a colonel on the 1Ilapien side got possession of 
the two sun'i\' ing men , having brought them out for 400 taels 
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(or about [SO}; he also paid 800 tacls for ?ll f. Brooke's body 
and 600 tnels for Ho .~. • 

The Fuloll was scnt up to Chentu under escort and came 
straight to me. 1 sot his report and took it down before 
he was qucs liOlwd by the Chenlu offici:tls, and sent a report 
to Mr. Meares, who was still at NinSYllcnfll. 

The Viceroy askrd the British Consul to go to Mapien to 
identify the body, but he was \'cry ill and could not. A day 
latcr he had to lcaY(~ (hentll fo r home. And since I knew 
Mr. Brooke pc-riLa ll!' bcUcf than anyone at ChelLtu, the 
Consu l beggcd me to ~o lip and sec what cO l1ld be donc. 

] had not IOllg returned from Ningyuenfu, but as it was 

. em urgent case] did not hesitate. ?\Iy wife was <lgaill left 

in charge of om dt.'pi,t :l.I1d j packed two loads of books and 
started oul. nccrptill b" only two FU~Oilgs ou t of the ten ~en t 

by the officiab" thus lr3 \"ellil1~ in my usual way, \\'c went 
ovcrland as far m, Chiatingfu and there got boat to Chicnwci. 
a city 120 Ii (or 30 miles) further clown the river, From 
Ghicnwei 1 went ~y t he main road, but one which is "cry 
seldom travcrsed by foreigners rind never by myself before. 
There was no hurry , so we took four days to do the three 
st~es, spending some time at the towns by the way, and by 
the time J reached :'olapien I had disposed of most of the 
books I had brought with me. 

On alliviul!: at ::'>lal'iclL J \\'<.IS no Junger ctblt: to escape tile 
Chinese escort. for the \,iceroy had sen t word to t he officials 
there that I was to be trl':lt{'d with all due respect, as Thad 
been sent by tit r Consul. This was news for me, for while 
I had consented to go at the Consul's requcst, 1 had no idea 
that the Chinese were going to look on me as a deputy. 

Protests were of no avaIl. The best in the place was put 
at my disposal, nnd a guard of red·coatcd bravcs with rifles 

• were appointed to l'SCort me abont on the streets, To this 
I objected, not allowing them to go with me except when I 
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called 011 the Prefect and other officials, which I had to do, 
as they all came to my inn a short time after I arrived with a 
full retinue. ;\Ir. Yang scnt down nn escort of eighteen men \0 

escort me up to Snllchian!; KOll. This is th e most westelll out
post of Mapien . and Duly twcln miles {mm where l\lr. Brooke 
and party tumed back. To this military station the prisoners 
and the bodies of ) IT. Brooke and his interpreter werr brought 
by the LoIos, but they would not deliver th£'m lip unti l tlv.: 
money had been paid over. 

Though it was cighty days from the lime the murders had 
been committed until the time [ examined the bodies, yet 
they had not decayed, for they had been frozen all the time; 
fu r at SancJuang Kou fires were needed and fur;; were wom . 
a 11 the year round. 

It was indeed a sad and trying ordeal for me to look on 
the remains of Illy friend . who had left our home in October 
full of life and \'igour, thus muti lated and laid in a Chinese 
coffin; but I had no difficult y in identifying his body. 

The corpse of my adopted Chinese boy lay in anothrT coffin 
aJong;;idc. It was impos;;ible to keep the tears of sorrow 
and regret from rolling down my cheeks. 

I have been ill some trying places during my sixteen Y1,nrs 
in China, but nOlle that told on me morc than this. 

The thought of all my narrow escapes Rashed on me, ye.t. 
God had spared me and takrn one who had on ly been in the 
count ry for stich a comparath'ely shon lime. 

It is all too sad to write nbout, and yet 1 fee l that it is only 
right that my readers should kno\\' what it all meant t o me 
and to others, who have to t ake their Jives in their hands 
and go forth into the dark comers of the earth. 

I saw the coffins nailed and sealed, and then left them to 
be ~ent on to Chentu by the Chinese official, and took a l'hort 
cut across the Lolo ('ountry, coming out on the TWlg at its 
highest point of naviga tion; from there I took boat and came 
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Rescue of the Survivors. 

down to Chiating. and travelled the main road home without 
any incident of not e. The country traxelled through '.~Ias 

most int erc<;ting and quite new, but this is 110t the time or 
place to describe it. 1 may just say that the Lolos were mak
ing nightly raids on the Chinese along their border, and one 
night I stopped at a place where they came next door to 
where J was slc('ping, sacked the house an d C:l.rried off two 
pe rsons. 

About 2 o'clock in the moming T was ,,"wakened by a terrible 

row and the call of "3Iurdcr! murder!" I was sure it was 
in the same building in which we were lodging, for t here was 
only a thin mud partItion bet ween them and us, 

. • Bounding out of bed I barred the b..1ck door with some 
old benches. The whole place was in a turmoil The soldiers 
who were encamped across the road were called out; but before 
they got to the hous!!, thc Lolos had done their work, and 
had taken some silvcr and carried off two young people, leav
ing the father and mother, who were about fifty years of age, 
wounded in the home. ,uld had made their escape. The 
soldiers fired a few shots after them in thr darkness but did 
not hit any of the Lolos. 

-;rhis is a nightly scene at some points along the border, 
and the traveller who en ters Lolobnd must be prepared for 
.the consequences; the only sa fe way is to stick to one's 
security and never mfwe, unless t he Chief or some of his 

relatives personally escort one, 
On return ing to Chentu I found that )Ir. )leares had arrived 

three days before me, coming direct from Ningyuenfu, where 
he had remained after I left. hoping to do something for the 
recovery of the survivors and , if possi ble, to get the body 
of his companion. Th.is was a most trying time for him. 
and if it had not been for what was going on in the £urround
ing country the time would have pa£scd even more slowly 
than it did. 
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~ 10 .. The Lolos ,,,"ere mcrling themselves cvcQ'whcrc. Reports 
kept coming in from many places. along the bor ders of n igh tly 
raids being made on the isolated settlers. 

,rhen I was com ing hom~ at gi;e p'lace nca r Lichow, a cil)' 
(lnly twelve miles nort h of Ningyuenrn, the Lol05 had come dQwn 
I he night before and destroyed a 'l'holc VIllage, carry ing off over 
thirty ca ptives. Next morning a detachmen t of the loca l · ~ ti Jitia . . 
were scnt lip to the scene. They were ambuscaded and sur-
rounded, and only scn-n. wOlmdcd men returned to tell what 
h'l d happened to the paTt y, most.Q.f their riJIes \>eins: ca ptured 
ohv the I~olos. This aroosed the Chinese General , a man of 
about seventy yeatS of age, who, because of hi" ('x pC'ricncc in 
days gon~ by,~lad been sent to relieve the r.ytiring GCllcrul since' . 
the latter ha d made such failu re of t hings the previous uutumn. 
A,., a matter oL fact the retiriIJg Genera l wa~ a \"Cry ca pable 
man, but could not do much , his harfds being t ied by hi,., 

..,;u]"lcrioTi. Fm the Ta,obi and F ut ai, who are both dvil 
offIcers a.nd 1ealJy the masters of the.si tuation , i! thc1"e is any 
credit to be. obtalne4 for any achievement , they claim it ; 

but , if any blame thcn~ lor ally: failure , they trito put it on to 
the military officer ; so tha t t.o be a General in this purt of 

the world, at l ~p.s t, is not the most desira ble posit ion. : 
The new General mounting hiS sedan ~hair-for he was 

too old and fecble to ride a horse-c.1.1led out his men; . and. 
with fluttering banne~ <lnd long spears adorned with t assel;;, 
of yak hai r (dyed ted) dangling Irom their spear sockets, 
aU st.raggled off in a long procession 500 strong. On reaching 
Uehow they camped for the n~ght. and next morning se t out 

for the ruined "vilrag~ to fina the Lolos whp h ad done the 
damage som& three da.,ys earlie"r. Of course tbere was no 
one to be seen, so the old Gen~ral ted his men up to some 
isolated Lola huts not far distant and set fire to them. But 
when they were 

of Lo10s pounced 

returning {rom. this achievemen t a band 
upon them, no one ~ould tell how or from 

• 
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Rescue' of the Survi.vors. . , 
where they came; the Chineio soldiers we,re just passing 
through a gorge and got badJy cut up, a.nd the General just 
escaped being captured in his chair. 

He returned to Ningyuenfu al\(I caIled out all the soldiers 
nl.ld )liiitia , Jeaying Ningy u9-nfu unguarded, and led his men 
back to Lichow and in by the same roul t' to attack some Lolo 
village where he had been ~surprised a few days previously . 
The LoJos got word of his plans.. and ret ired, taking ewry
thing with them, so that the Chinese lound nothing but a 
lew empty huts to bum, whu:h would not t ake the Lolos more 
than a few days to restore. Their houses. nt'a r the Chinese 
border cspbcially, arc no morc tlian a few poles set Oll cnd 

' - and covered over with wild grass. In some b'l~cs they ha\'l.' 
fairly comfortable shan ties , but they m:l. ke no elabom tc 
attempt at build ing. In this respect they are qlliiq. different 

• from the )Iantze. 
While the Cb ineso General was thus pressihg into their • 

country witb. his entire force the L9~OS divided into two 
parties. One \~ent south by a small ,.JooCI and commcnced 
pillaging and burning Chinese villages just outside of the 
city of Ningyucnfu, and came almos~ beneath the very walls 
o~ the city. The: city gates were kept closed and th~ mer
chants and citizens took their places on the walls, with clubs 

' and stoncs to defend the city. should an attack be made. 
AnoUlcr band of Lolos attacked the small town of Mienshal1 
three days to t'he north. Thus the General was lorced to 
return and defend these places, and the Lolos again retired 
to their strongholds. This is the kind oj thing that goes 
on all t1le time .. Meares went ou t and got some photos while 
they were looting, and watched the operation from a secluded 
poin t on Qll e of the hillsides of Ningyuenfll. 

• In a few days all was quif't again , but many disturbing 
rumours were afloat. In the. midst of suck rumours and 
excitement the Re ~ R. "'ellwood and ~Iis wife have lived lor 
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the last six years, until relieved on the eve of their departure 
on furlough by 1\lr. and Mrs . ]~udd, who a re still holding on 
and doing good work , in spit e of the turbulent atmosphere 
in which they Ih·c. Some French fa thers have been toiling 
for years in this vailey so full of eruptions. 

:\Icares ' journey back to Chenlu was without event until 
he reached Chingchihsien , where h~ met the Nepalese Am
bassador. I give his story in his own words :-

" I could get no quarters in the t awil , so went to a small 
hovel higher lip the street , and after my mea l I went and 
called on the Ambassador, whom I found to be a very 

• plea.sant old gentleman and who spoke perfect English . 
.. Next morning I st art ed off with my (;ooiics before daylight ,· 

and on going to the door to sec them off I found the Am· 
bassador waiting to see me. He wore a long silken kaften, 
and wound round his head was a sacr~d scarf, which barely 
covered a golden plate, hound 10 the top of his head. He 
was attended by one Gurka, who held a saddled horse. }-I e 
immediately approached and embraced me, and began to 
cry bitterly, saying that he was dying. He declared that 
the Chinese were conspiring to poison him, and had been 

• 
drugging his food for several days past; then fin aUy, during 
the night, they had been trying to kill him with chloroform . 
He threw himself on my protection, and asked that I should' 
t ake him to the British Consul at Chentu. Inducing him 
to come into my inn I tried to soothe him, and after a few 
miuutes some of his Gurka officers arrived, but as soon as he 
saw them he seized a pistol and tried to shoot them. With 
some difficulty I managed to get the pistol from him and 
quiet him. A little la ter a Chinese official came to call, but 
he at once seized a large hammer that was lying in the room 
and tried to kiD him. J ust managing to catch the Ambassador 
in time I tried to pacify him until we got the official safely 
out of the house. After the official left he grew much quieter, 
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• 
and told me many interesting things about himself and his 
country~ Now that he seemed more composed I slipped 
out 'Of the room and went to the t elegraph office to send a' 
wire to the British Consul at Chentu, stating the case and 
asking what steps I should take, saying that the Ambassador 
insisted on return ing with me to Chentu. I received the 
reply that the Consul had left Chentu. Going down to {he 
inn where the Ambassador was lodging I found his officers 
in a great state of agi tation. They could only speak Hill· 
dustani ; but fortunately I was able to talk to them, and 
found them all very nice men; Lhey said that they were quite 
slIre that the Ambassador had quite gone off his head, and 

.. that the.y could do nothing with him. 
"After a lot of consultation we decided to telegraph to 

the Mahara jah of .Nepal, ask ing him for instructions. So I 
wrote ont a long tel~gram , saying that the Ambassador lmd 
become strange, and insisted on coming to Chentu and aban~ 
doning the expedition. 

" On taking the me"sage to the office the clerk said that 
he did not .know where Nepal was, or how much the telegram 
would cost, until he rcceived particulars from Chcntu. I 
tiPl the officers to come up to my inn to see the Ambassador ; 
thcy told him in my presence that no one ever thought of 

. poisoning him, and all swore tha. t they would protect him witi} 
their livcs, saying that ' if he- insisted on It avlng Ule mission 
they would never dare to return to Nepal, and that they 
would all disperse and b:comc religious mendicants.' After 
a lot of persuasion the Ambassador agreed to do what I re
commended, and finally decided to continue bis journey to 
Dachienlu . where he would fmd other Europoons. So I es~ 

corted him back to his inn , marching down the st reet arm
in-a rm, and stayed with him till late at night~ He gave me 
some presents and a photograph of himself, and begged me 
to take"any of the ponies I fancied; but I insisted I was lea,,· 
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ing the country, and dId !lot need any of them. They were all 
most anxi ous tha t I should accompany them on their journey 
along the southern road to Lhasa , where they w{'re to st,ny 
a month before going on to Katmandu. It was the chaI'lce 
of a lifetime; but I had other work to do and had to refuse 
their offer, and sl ipped back to my inn. Next morning . 

' slarting off early. we climbed the great pass, which was 
conT('d with snow ahnm;t from the hottom. The top was 

a shcet of c;Jippcry icc, and both myself ::md my pony had . 
many bad falb;. Howcyer, we crossed without accident , 
an4 continued our"tuarch to Chentu, where I stayed in the 
hospitable home of Ir. and Mrs, Fergusson's. 

,. A (('w days later ~Ir. Fergusson returned from ?llapien.' · 

saying that the coffin:; wt; rc on their way, and· would arrive 
in a lew days. So we made all the nece~ary arrangements, 
an d wh en word came that they were S pproaching the city 
we went to meet them at a large temple, one mile outside of 
the city gate, where the officia ls had made arrangemen ts 

(or receiving them. Every respect wns shown , a nd they' 
in.,isted on hnving it carried overland with escort, with all 
the honours tha t is usually paid to their high officials. Next 
day the fun era l took place in the forcign cemetery," ... bealltif~l 
place a few miles from Chentu. 1 felt this was, indt'cd, a sad 

ending to a ll our hopes and the projects \~C had made to- ' 
gether, and I had ]os llllY he!>! friend." 

It only remains (or me to add mat the Rev. H. H. Taylor 
• of ...the Church Missionary Sodety ,condl1,cted the Iuneral . , 

service.'" . A stone ' engraved with the words " Licllftmant 

J. )V. Brooke, F.R.G"C;-:, killcd by jkc Ldos ou December 24, 
, 1908," mar~ thc spot where his body rests. 
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