imerous, they form a ma;ked..fea.hlre o that*
gmpoften seen in mounted squads, going fort:ﬁ-'_ T exer
hone of the motley throngs in tbe styeets of ﬁfat cn:y pre

ez i the case of the Afghans this loquaclty ps
Their eye ebrows are heavy, and -
Athe b a.rd is mtenselv b]ack the nose is_high, prominent, and

k &"3

'strongly aqullme the hands and. feet are small, the form me*
: d:lum size, well Droportmued, and slender but strong. One end
h of the many-colored sash which 1s wound around the head as ‘~‘
’ ~a turban hangs like a festoon over the left shoulder thedoose
cokt is “held fo«retlwr by a scarf wound around the waist, and :
numerous daggers, old-fashioned pistols, and a sclrnltar or 'per- B
E haps a.sabre captured from theEnglish, complete the appea.raﬂce,- ¥
of ﬂus most eﬂ(,(‘tlv

¥
S

he rides his mettlesome steed mﬂl *

" ) '-:

)f leheum . ‘!"

nee faith. The tprn
nggest that they are "
s who it may Téasor
ted their distant captivity. It is deeply/

' ndless problem, Whlch is; Of not the sl

The Afghans amtmue to,
txon bemg divide& m‘ nume



zy. Per_sm has ﬁ'equently overrun her neighbor’s, wmtoi;x
d once beld*a portion -of Afghanistan -for centuries. -In 1852
53“-‘ ersian army besieged and captured Herdt. Ea.rl\,m tl
ghte enth .century Persia was invaded by Mahmood, the. ;Af-
a2 : WhQ overthrew the: dynasty of the Abasmdes, and held
cpuntry for several yea.rs. In the fienzy of fanatlclsm Ke

é' population of that mag’mﬁcent cap).tal including almost a]l
he artists of Perma, and brought upon the nation such calarmtles
'she has not recovered from to this dav The Afghans were G

people are suﬁiclently crooked in ch‘l,racter At thé %
ay, - hoWever, the: Afghans are of ‘the two the m@e;

cruel but 1t is a ‘curious c1rcumstance that the




. “The number of Affrhans res1dent at Teheran is at prés
3y .usuall) large, owing to the internment of Eyoob I\han in
~and the recent difficulties in Afo*lmmstan. The chlef bwuness 0

the _Afghans, at Teherfn is mtrlgue

‘Besides the numerous other populatlons residing in Persi
i

BnJOVIDU‘ the beneficent protection of Nasr-ed-Deen Shah, ther
is a small nnmber of Europeans, who are. scattered about

ran is nearly three hundred., exch‘ldmg, of  course,
ns. They mclﬁde representatm’e& qf almoqt eve




19of adventurerq Who have fled from Lurope with speckled reputa-
tlons, ‘and.are seeking to rebuild their fortunes in Persuk There

~ are several Emopedn commercial houses at Teherin; and a small

hotel kept by a Frenchman affords reasonable a(commodatlons

. for the occasional traveller, who prefers being lodged and fed i ;n

French style to resorting to a native caravansary. These Euro-

- .peans live quite by themselves, having but few social relations
¢ % with the Persians; although the leading dignitaries of the court
 frequently accept invitations to entertainments at the Legations. =
~ Like all such colonies the European community at Teherfn is
- split up into cliques and perpetually disturbed by jealonsies and

: scandals; but some of its members are exceedingly agreeable

- and intelligent, and one may pass many attractive and profitable
~hours in their society. '

- The number of Legations at the Court of Persia is now
seven, established in the order given here: the Russian, the
inglish, the Turkish, the. French, the Austro-Hungarian, the
United States, and the German. The Ottoman is strictly an
" bassy, and therefore takes precedence of all the others. \
‘The United States interests in Persia are protected by a

wpemal treaty between the two countries. This treaty was ne-

‘é administration of President Buchanan. Privileges not -
: 'billv treated in separa,te artxcles of the treaty gre admltt.ed

Tehai, drawn up between Russia and Persia early 3
tm-y and affording a basis for most of the treaties
wath Persia since then. One of the most 1mporta.nt’
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- Persia betwgen the Uniie‘d States citizens and Persian subjects
- shall be tried in the usual courts of Persia according to Persian
law, but in the presence of a United States official, who shall see*
that the law is justly administered. In point of fact, the practice
has beerf to settle such cases by mutual conference between the
United States Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and

in minor cases

ence of their secretaries. Considering
the peculiar ch 1 Persian law and justice, this seems-to
be the most sati
evident that so far

tant as the Legation is from Washington, isolated, dra. ,

method of allaying difficulties; but it is-
— dis-
g little
aid from the home Department, and expcncm{mg none of that

as American interests are concern

strong moral support which would come from:a nation having,
wa decided foreign policy, —the United States Minister in his

"f‘.

dealings with the Persian Government must have tact, judgment,
knowledge of the people, and be above all a persona gmta.‘
Cases hetween American citizens and the subjects of Powers
other than Persia are tried in the Legation' or Consulate of the
defendﬁnt, accqrding o the laws of his country, or of the code
specially prepared for that Legation, or upon terms agreed upon
by the respective Ministers. In accordance with this principle,
and following the usage at all our Oriental Legations, it became
my duty in turn to prepare a code for the Legation at Teherfn’
and our Consular courts throughout Persia. Finding: the code -
in use at our Legation in Turkey to be in-the main sufficient
for our purpose, I adopted that, with certain modifications suited -
to the. somewhat dlfferent conditions existing in Persia; and
these were appro y the Department at Washington. z
It is needless y that the duties of the Legation at 1'.11'~ ;
Court of Persia were arduous, constant, and sometinres exceed)
ingly difficult to arrange. Before the establishment of our
_ gation, American interests in Persia had long been protected
‘the courtesy of her British Majesty’s Mlmster at the C‘oure’ ‘




T':’I‘HE DIFFERENT RACES OF PERSIA.

Shah But these interests in tmle came to absorb, so much of
: _Ins attention, that her Majesty’s Government finally signified .to

our Government that it must provide other means for protecting :
. its interests. * It was'a disgrace to a great Government like ours,

* that it should so long have allowed our worthy citizens n Persia.
to be without a Legation of their own. It was culpable neglect
for a country possessing such vast commercial interests as ours

to aneglect so long to avail itself of the privileges accorded by
‘the treaty, and to establish the means by which those privileges
could be turned to account. . :
This is not the place, nor would it become me at present, to
~enter into a relation of the cases called to the attention of and
¢ adjusted by the United States Legation at Teherin during my
residence there. Doubtless an incumbent of that office might
for a time draw his salary, and accomplish little else if so
minded; but one who accepts the post with a conscientious
csense of duty will find it one of the most laborious offices in
the gift of the United States. In this connection T take the lib-
erty of quoting a passage from a very able document prepared
by the late Secretary of State, the Hon. Frederick T. Freling-
huysen, who was at once an accomplished diplomatist and gen-
‘tleman, and who in his relations with our representatives abroad
_never once. forgot the amenities belonging to those relations.
.. The following is the passage I allude to: — . '

he'esqence of any such arrangemeut is its mfmmallty and secrecy. It
ould not of course be consdbnant with the public interests for the under-
ke tQ allude to any specific instance in this connection; but he may

-&ﬁy that‘many examples have occurred where American citizens have

T saved. serious inconveniences, imprisonmen', or loss of property by
infoﬁmal and confidential interposition of their Ministers, when if a
cmhphmt had been made, the technicality of the law, or the policy
fore gn Government in the-treatment of its own émzens,, wonla
it to the actlou we wished to avoxd. The siooemarot a d:pla- 4




~fast the mail or efficient the telegraph neither can ever supply the plm
~ of the diplomatic agent who advises his Government of the .dlspomtmn o

of the othér, and conducts the personal negotiations under general in-
structions from home. The home Government can only outline the policy;
it is for the agent to accomplish the end sought. The important duty of
diplomacy is the daily work which attracts no attention, and is, in. fact,

- successful in proportion to its silence and apparent repose.”

In ciosing these observations, it is proper to add that at
pi'esent the duties of a United States representative in' Persia are

chiefly diplomatic. The demands for a fuller consular;
will increase when our merchants decide to avag ﬂ‘“'_
more fully of the advantages of trade with Persia,s J ustice to

the writer’s exertions in that direction warrants the statémeq‘l;
that efforts to secure such a trade have already begun.

A
\
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CHAPTER VII.

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE IN PERSIA.

NE of the most remarkable institutions of Persia is the -

“Modahfil.” In plain English, this means a ten per cent
“commission; in its broader application, it means an allowable
commission or percentage, exacted by every one who buys for
- another or does him any service or favor, above the cost of the
purchase or the wages previously agreed on for the service. It
may be objected that this is not a system peculiar to Persia.
In a sense this is true. The world over men get what they can,
- and do something for nothing as rarely as possible. But there
are certain features in the modahdl, as practised in Persia, which
give it a character of its own, and are a striking illustration of
life in that isolated land. In the first place, the secret or open
~exaction of a commission for articles purchased by servants is

- elsewhere confined chiefly to household servants, and is con- .

=5 sidered to be a transaction, if not disgraceful, at least one to be
i képt secret. But in Persia every employee demands the right to
aﬂd ten per cent to the price of goods purchased for his master,
‘and, no one hesitates to allow it to him. Why not? It is a
cnstom established by immemorial usage. If this were all, one
: might set it down as arf ordinary average expense, and say no
nore about it. But the difficulty a foreigner finds in accepting-
usage lies in the fact that he soon alearns that the Per- *
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warrant. Thus the employer, or master, can only by close, un-

temitting, and vexatious vigilance reduce the so-called modahil
’ to a reasonable average of loss.

i
Ty

)
i

il

STROLLING MUSICIANS, WITH DANCING MONKEYS. .

Nothing can exceed the eunning of these Persian servants. .
Their endeavors to steal a penny here or a penny there are so
constant, and often: so ingenious, that one might easily believe

S s
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» CONDITIONS OF SERVICE IN PERSIA.

masters. We had a cook who even at Teherfin was notorious for
‘his craft and villany. One day he stated that he had ar oppor-
tunity to buy a turkey from a countryman for a low price. It
was true, he said, that it was a small bird for a turkey, but at
-any rate it was toothsome and tender, —that he could vouch
for; and all things considered, it was cheaper than a chicken.
Would we have it? The answer being in the affirmative, the
turkey was served to us at dinner. The appearanee of the fowl
was suspicious both as to size and shape, and the first application
of the knife showed it to be an old and leathery hen. The
-rogue had procured it for a mere song, and by passing it off
as a turkey proposed to piit the difference in his pocket.

On another occasion he played a trick which came near to
costing him dear with his fellow-servants. A cattle disease was

they sat up- all night to devise means for de.frg.udiﬁ.g their

prevailing, which in the absence of sanitary laws made it dan--

gerous to purchase the beef for sale in the markets. We there-
fore restricted ourselves to mutton and game, — which was no
severe hardship, as both are abundant and excellent at T eherén ;

and we gave strict orders that no beef should be brought on our

table, either roast, or disguised in the form of ragofit, or soup.
Many were the times this varlet of a cook sought to palm off
~ the forbidden meat for some other, for from the very fact of its
 being diseased it was the cheapest meat in the market. When-

- with the word that it was a pishkesh,”—that is, a present;
’-by which we meant we would not pay for it. And yet though
~ often detected and made to pay for his tricks, the fellow never
ceased racking his brain for some new device. For example, —

’
.

5 )

. ever the cheat was detected we sent the dish back to the cook,

‘ham havmg been boiled for the table,” he undeltook on the

- i
¥ 7 y . Y



~ this case means as much beyond the al]owable ten P cent asﬁ

152 PERSIA ANDT&EPERSIANS. o

would have rejected it if aware of its character. But on the
following day they learned the facts; and after venting their
rage on the cook both in words and blows, they all took an

" emetic, and purified themselves at the public bath. When no

other means of deceiving occurred to his wily brein, he had a
way of being sent for to his house, either because his child was
ill or dead, or one of his wives, or because of some other platsi-
ble exigency. Thus excusing himself from preparing.dinher for
us, he would then assist at the cooking of a state entertainment
at one of the other Legations or a Persian magnate’s, and make
his modahidl there. This is a common device at Teherin among

.th(} best cooks.

.Among so many servants as one is obliged to employ in
Persia, it evidently follows that one is constantly busy watclving'
their attempts at cheating. The head-servant, or nm‘]or domo, s
called the “mnazeer.” It is assumed that if he is capable, the.-
modah(l, or commission, with its attendant exorbitant d(,m‘mdw
and leakages, will be confined to his accounts. But this is far
from being the fact. If one has unlimited means at his disposal,
and prefers to pay three times the value of articles inhis house-
hold expenses rather than have his repose or time infringed
upon, this is very well. But if economy is essential, then pre-
pare for a steady battle with all your servants in Persia. They
are respectful, good-natured, not unwilling to work, and some-
times display real fidelity and attachment to their masters; and
some of them may be relied upon not to pilfer.. They bear

“rebukes meekly, which is a great point, and are often in every

respect but one model servants. But they all lie unconsmona.bly, |
and all to the last man claim the modahiil or take it, which i

“

W e v _"__.
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;.~6bliged to adopt the system of paying wages éome.w'hat above

‘those given by Persian gentlemen, .and allowing the servants

“to board themselves. As all these domestics are married, as a

- matter of course, they do not object to this plan, and it certainly
offers less opportunities for stealing. The domestics of a large
household take turns to sleep at home.

One of the most difficult departments to manage in a house-
hold in Persia is that of the stables. As-—excepting to a limited
~degree at the capital and two or three other cities —the only
means of locomotion is on horseback, and as a certain degree

of style is essential when riding abroad, not only for ostentation

‘but for security as well, and because of the extensive arrange-
- ments necessary in going even a short distance, it is the cus-
‘tom to.have many horses, which fortunately are both good and
cheap. This presupposes a proportionate number of retainers
for'this service alone, established by immemorial usage. There

is first the mirahor, or equerry, who has general supervision, and

is responsible for the purchase and dispensing of the provender
* as well as for the condition of the horses and the stables. Under
him is the gilcodar, or leading outrider, who proceeds in the van
of the cavalcade and clears the way: in a large ménage he has a
: number of mounted assistants. The hostler of course plays an
* important part in a Persian stable. He is entitled to a chagird,
: or prentice assistant, for every four horses in his charge. He
L lodges in the stable on a raised earthen platform, and has the
pmnleve of keeplnrr fowls in the stable. It is possible, also, that
"he has for a fellow- compfmlon a pig, or even a wild boar. It is
a :Sllperstxtlon of the Persians, although they will not eat swine,
ffmt the unclean animal is desirable in a stable, having some oc-
fnlt influence over the horses. It is therefore not uncommon Yo
it plg in a Persian stable. A young wild boar was presented
— a wild, unkempt, roaring beast, — which had no tam-
‘cts. I put him in the stable, and there he stayed
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rare.

content, until a kick from one of the horses settled hlS destmy,'
A friend of mine likewise kept a young boar in his stable.
The boar and his riding horse became friends ; Whenev!er the

" gentleman went to ride, the boar followed after like a dog,

with wild squeaks of delight. One day they met a troop of
wild boars, and this young bo:dr found their society so con-
genial that he forsook civilized w ays ¢ and returned to his native
woods. '

The horses used in Persia are invariably stallions; but al-:
though spirited, they rarely exhibit the vicious fire of stallions
in Amertca. They are gentle, and accidents with them are
, this partly to the fact that they are constantly
*ﬁwn who sleep with them and treat them klndly,

in contaet
almost as if they were human.

The Persians blanket their horses very heanly,'even 1n
summer, which is contrary to our usage. But I am convinced |
that they understand very well the art of caring for horses,
although foreigners who live in Persia are in the habit of de-
erying the knowledge of the natives on this subject. But the
Persians for thousands of years have reared breeds of horses
unsmpa.s.sed for excellence : this cannot be entirely the result
of accident. There are no stalls in the stables; the mangers
are simply apertures in the sides of the mud walls. The horses
are tethéred to spikes in the floor of the stable. In winter, the
stable is closed and dark; in suinmer the mangers are in thé"
garden-walls, under the trees. The summer stable of a Persian
nobleman resembles a camp of cavalry. L«-

It is a singular custom of Persia that a criminal may alway's’-:
find absolute protection by seeking refuge in a stable. It matters
not' whether it be the stable of a king or of his meanest su'bject.z‘g

The fugitive from justice sleeps at the foot of the master’s fa,vo;'-ﬁ
]

ite horse- whlle he remains there, the owner of the stable' must.




‘ﬂfat asylum The ongm of thls custom is lost in obscunty, but
m()st probably has some relation to early nomadic habits.

It is a pity that the security offered criminals in Persian sta-
bles could not also be extended to the general management of

the provisions for the horses. Every one connected with "a Per-

sian stable seeins to be in conspiracy with his associates to plun-

der the master in every possible way. First, they begin by

9

~ trying to make him pay for more provisions than have been® -

delivered, or they charge him double the amount of the value.
Then they give the horses less than their necessary rations, and
continue this until the horses show that they are underfed. If
detected in .this, they will sometimes make holes in the back of

the manger, and while they put the full amount of barley into the

manger, half of it perhaps slips through the hole and is caught
by an accomplice outside the stable. If the door of the stable
~is locked at_sunset, and the key returned to the pocket of the
master,vthe hostler will arise at midnight and lower a bag of
stolen plunder from the top of the wall to confederates waiting
- outside. Clever means are also taken to injure the blankets,
halters, or saddles, i in order that he may maLe a commission out
df the man who repairs or replaces them. Whenever it is pos-
,e, the hostler will also bring his friends into the stable to
eep there, or admit humble strangers coming to the city, who
| consideration of such entertainment pay him part of what
“ would otherwise.-have to pay if they lodged at a cara-

iiurmg the mght. I remember on one occasion one of

my JOe!‘(‘va.nts, who had a grudge agamst the hostler, came ;to |



- to cause his expulsion.

v.den'ce was on one side of a mountain stream ; on the oppo
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soldiers, I repaired to the ‘stable. 1 pllbhed the door open sud- ;i
denly, but discerned nothing pecuhar by the light- of the ﬁlm :
lantern ; through.a chink in the door of the back stable, however,
a bright light seemed to indicate that something uncanny was
going on within. On bursting open that door, six armed ruffians
were revealed. quietly smoking with the hostler.  They Wélfe
so astounded by our appearance that they dared make no. re-
sistance. By my orders the soldiers unceremoniously ejected
both them and the hostler from the premises. It is needless
to say that he forfeited a month’s wages that was due him at
the time. :
Although Persian servants are not ill-natured, it seems diffi-

“cult for a number of them to live together in the same house-

hold w1tlmut,‘> ]

quent quarrels, wWhich give much trouble*to the _
master.  Diss

sions between the servants of rival houses ave |
also of frequent occurrence. While in the former case this has
the advantage of reducing the amount of stealing, inasmuch as
one servant will report the misdeeds of another, yet it is on the
whole one of the most serious inconveniences of life in Persia;
and after the occurrence of several violent affrays, I was objiged
to tell my servants that a repetition of these disturbances would 5
result in their losing my protection. Quarrels among the ser-
vants of the same h(&sclm]d are often due to the fact that the ‘.,
domestics not infrequently belong to different religious sects. % .

vl

gz

a

¥
My best servant was a member of the small Mahometan sect “

called Aleolahee, and all the other domestics seemed to feel
bound to persecute him in every possible manner, hoping thus,e

© e

As an instance of the difficulties we had to encounter frbm.
this source, T may mention an incident that occurred during
summer that I was living at the village of Jeferabad. Our re
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oldest son of the Shah. She came to the country one day, in:
‘{éndmg to remain some weeks. - She was attended by a hundred
- servants; many of them were Lutees, or professional black-
. guards, and all were inflated with a sense of the importance

- of the service in which they were engaged. A number of these

) fell‘m;vs crossed the brook and began to.insult the wife of my

. hostler. Several of my servants flew to the rescue, and in'the
mélée that succeeded they were roughly handled by the supe-

“rior numbers of the servants of the Princess.  One had two teeth

knocked out, another lost a fingéer, and a third was severely .

. bruised. The. circumstances were such as to require prompt
action. T immediately dispatched our moonchee to the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, 1'epresenting'ﬂmt bad blood had been

, excited between the domestics of the two households, * which
threatened further collisions, and perhaps a riot, unless immediate
~attention were given to the matter. The Minister, who at the
time was at the palace of the Shah, immediately, with com-

- mendable promptness, returned to his residence, which was near

. that of the Princess, and proceeded to try the ringleaders, al-
though by this time it was ten o'clock at night. Three of the

. servants of the Princess were found guilty of disorderly conduet,
 and were summarily thrashed by torchlight under the trees, and
on the following day the Princess sent over her apologies and
Aregrets. The results were salutar} No other difficulties *oc-

;seaéon

ppn another occasion a servant of the United States drago-
hecame involved ™1 a dlspute with an old villager, and
“ke two of hls ribs. It was unmedlately reported that the
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house of the dragoman. He was a Chnstmn and a European,
and hence part of the popular fury was due fo fanaticism. e
escaped by the back door, and repaired to the house of one of
the secretaries of the Imugn Oftice. The people followed him | §
thither, and a tremendous clamor arose, which began to take |
form in a cry that as they could not get possession of "the
dragoman they would storm the Legation itself. They were"

' !
blind with rage, and cared little who were the victims of their |

vengeance if only they were Christians and foreigners. As all
this occurred ten miles from the capital, there were no troops
at hand who could be summoned in time to quell the disturb-
ance. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, who lived across the
brook, sent a hasty messenger to warn me to be on my guard,
against an attack. This was not an easy affair, for the grounds
of the Legation were extensive, and could be entered at many
points; but I ordered our small corps of fifteen guards' to load
their muskets with ball, and distributed them to the threé most
important points. I also loaded the Spencer rifles and revolvers
1 _had brought with me, to be placed in the hands of the servants, .
who, it must be said to their credit, showed no hesitation at this

eritical time. The mob was already moving towards my gate,

.when it was finally stopped by the strenuous exertions of the

Minister of Foreign Affairs, aided by a report that the physi-
cian whom I had dispatched to the wounded man é_tated that
his wounds were not fatal. When -the rage of the villagers |
was somewhat abated, they contented themselves with a firm
demand through the ketkhodih, or governor of the x'illgmge, that
the servant who had caused this trouble should be delivered
up by me for summary. punishment. Fortunately, the action -
of the servant had been such as to make it easy for me to .

! By the request of the Persian Govermment, all the Legations at Teherdn are
provided with soldiers detailed quarterly from the garrison. The Russian legation ha
no less than forty. Our Legation had fifteen in suthmer and thirteen in winter.
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‘ev:ade ﬂus den‘m,nd I had reason to believe that he was the
offender in this case, but this would not have prevented him
~from claiming protection as a United States: protégé, at least
until he should have a fair trial, had he not forfeited this right
by flying to a Mahometan shrine for refuge, instead of seek-
ing in‘nte('ti(m ander the American flag. 1 therefore disavowed
him, and he remained in the asvium he had sought until his
victim had recovered. The affair was then compounded for a
small sum -of money, and he went forth a free man again, but
was forbidden to re-enter the service of his former master.
Amnother incident characteristic of the instability of the dis-
position of the Persian masses towards foreigners and Christians
occurred just before my arrival at Teherin. A sick mendicant
applied for aid at the house of Mr. Nelson, an English resident.
As he persisted in his demands, Mr. Nelson ordered his servants
to put the man out.  The beggar lay down in the street before
the gate, umable to move, and died there, — apparently from
. some heart trouble, for it does not appear that the servants
~treated him roughly. But one of the Lutees, or sons of Belial,
who abound there, spread the report that it was the result of

ill-treatment by “a Christian dog.” The neighborhood took
ﬁre, and a furious mob burst open Mr. Nelson’s gates. They
mked the house, destroyed the furniture, and beat Mr. Nelson
and his wife, leaving them for dead. Such events as these teach
. the Europeans vesiding in Persia that they need to bear them-
i selves',with great cireumspection.  During the insurrection of the
Mdée "in the Soudan, the underc'urreht of fanaticism in Persia
.,wap\ such that many of .the foreigners at Teherin lived under
_ constant apprehensmn of a rising that would cause the massacre
,‘9 all Christians in Persia. Nor were their fears groundless.

: The habltual dishonesty of the Persian servant is indicated

n;ore characteristically than in the dlﬁiculty wé found -
pure milk. This difficulty, of course, occurs every- %
; 11 SR
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where but in our cities, at least, there are laws regulatmg the x

sale of rmlk and the person found (rullty of selling impure
or watered milk is liable to fines and punishment. Bat;.1 it is

. .
RS L~'.

quite otherwise in Persia. Having exhaustéd every other means
for obtaining the pure article, we decided to have the cow
brought to the house and milked there. We found that the
wng. the milk while it was béing
Then we had the cow

servants succeeded in watal

brought across the yard to’

@

milked under the window, and;, ilk was handed -in through
the window. When the servants found that we had got the
better of them, they caused the cow to be milked befi

came, and then alleged that it was impossible to fin

that would give sufficient milk; this in order to forc 0
send out for the daily supply of milk as before. We finally
hit upon an expedient for bringing the rascals to terms.. “All th._e% 3
servants were summoned, and emphatically informed that not
one of them should receive the customary present of clothes
and money at the No Rooz if we had any further difficulty in'
regard to the milk. They all saw the point, for such a plan

obliged those who were not in the conspiragy to defraud us to

report against the others. After this the ply of milk was
abundant and good. - $
A large establishment in Persm includes not only the servants
actually employ ed, but also their families, as, contr ary to cubtomw;
in Furopean countries, Persian servants are invariably married, o)
‘no matter what may be their age. A mere youth of sixteen has' )

his wife and children; if older, he has perhaps two or three

4
,,<
Ay

wives. Thus a household that includes only fifteen servants may
easily represent a community of from eighty to one hundred pes
sons, — which is specxally the case with a Legatlon or a hlg!h
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.. enough, —then he expects a present for hlS weddmg ; then the

.

bride must wait on the mistress of the household, and -in turn
receive a present. If a child is born, another present is ex-
pected ; and if a physician is needed, the interposition of the
* master is again required, with a note to the doctor requesting
him to call at the house of the patient. The authority of the
head of such a household is practically patriarchal. Almost
daily some case is brought before him requiring his interpo-
sition.  While this system adds to the dignity of a household,
tu is also attended with inconveniences. The matter of giving
presents, for example, is one that a foreigner finds very annoyl
; iIig, because it is a custom prevailing in all the grades of Per-
sian society, and often places the recipient in a-dilemma by
obliging him to give a pecuniary gift in return, which amounts
" to a species of blackmail ; for if he declines to accept the gift
and reciprocate with one of at least equal value, he loses in the
~estimation of the people, and consequently also in influence.

)

One can better understand how this may be when informed
" that it is the custom of the Persians to pay their servants in part

~(whether in public or private service) by the fees received in
‘turn for gifts or favors rendered. Thus, a Persian gentleman
H:_s‘ends a present of game or of fruit to a friend. The receiver is
i%‘expected handsomely to reward the servant who takes the present ;
' that 1s, with a pecuniary fee, or an article of price proportioned
b to the rank of the donor. This fee belongs to the servant, and
v is imcepted by him: in lieu of wages from his master. The latter,
“lq turn, likewise 1‘ew.1rds the servant of his friend on a similar
chaasxon and thus the ‘account is presumably squared The
lng‘her the rank of a man, the more he makes out of such a
;*’Ayatem, for the larrrer is the’ number of those below him who,

.-thurally, the soverelgn finds the custom more proﬁtable
1y of his subjects, and he'is careful to take every advan-
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. tage of a usage that practwa]lv adds largely to the eoonomy haw
is obliged to practise. - g
The salaries which his ‘\Iajeqts pays to his high officers are

far below what they are obliged to spend in order to maintain

. the display required in a country so ostentatious. But they are

oS RITES

5

.

expected to add to their revenues by practising the gift system

in a manner so judicious as at once to increase their wealth and
properly sustain the public interests. This may be done, we -
will suppose, in the case of a cabinet minister, either by sending \
presents or selling offices to those who come within the range: ,
of his appointing power. This is not called ““selling offices,” but
rather a quid pro quo arrangement, in which the appointee agrees

to show his estimate of the favor given to him by

per pe-
cuniary return, —a laudable system, which he in turn

L

on his underlings. .

The Shah who desires to add to the salary of one of his Oﬂi-
cers does not do it by actually paying him an additional sum, -
but he deputes him to carry a keldt, or royval robe of honor,
to some wealthy dignitary who is known to be able and willing

» pay a round suin for a mark of royal favor that greatly . {
increases his fame and influence in the community where h‘
resides, — for that is the result of such an act of high condescen-

sion from the * Asylum of the Universe.” The resulting benefit
“ b .

is threefold : the receiver of the gift is gratified beyond measure;
the officer who carries the gift is pleased by a peeuniary reward
that perhaps balances a salary already in arrears; and the Shah

. has made grateful subjects, and covered into the royal treasury

the sum due to a faithful servant. This system could not weﬂ

be adopted in our country ; but it is not to be mdlscmmlnately
condemned, as it ha¢ its advantages in a government like that
of Persia.
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o, nwes; Thls, however, is done with dJscrunmatmn, T rea,sonable
“eonsideration for the welfare of the Emplre being included in the

C Iy

selection made. The position of Premier, for example, is not

‘,"glven to any one who may offer the highest sum for the post;
but of two or three who are best qualified for it, that one is
selected who is prepared to make the largest present to the
Shah. Contrary to what one might think, this custom is not
opposed to permanence in office. It a high official continues to.
give satisfaction, he is often permitted to remain for many years,

- provided he is able to make a valuable annual pecuniary present

.+ to his Majesty.  The late Minister of Foreign Affairs served the
Government upwards of thirty-six vears, being gradually pro-
moted to the position he held for the last twenty years of his
life. The present Prime Minister entered office when he was
ﬁffeén, his father being IHigh Treasurer; and he -has now been
in steady service for nearly sixty years. The conclusion one
arrives at, on reflecting upol.l such a system, is that no form’of
government is wholly bad or wholly good. In our own country,

which we are accustomed to think happy in the possession of a

"perfcct political machinery, offices are not openly bought and
s sold ; but on the other hand it matters not how faithful or useful

*  a public servant may prove, he must retire to private life at the
end of a brief period, or is subject to the whims and caprices of
the head of a department, who disposes of the office to,one who
may' give him important influence in his Presidential aspirations.
'There is little to choose betweon the two, so far as the country :
‘la.rg'e is concerned,—which would perhaps be less hkelv fo %
er from the Persian system than from ours. :
In spite of the political corruption that has been practised in




7 from the peculiarities of the Oriental character, and the fact tlmt

- a high sense of honor. We find this, to a degree, exempl
- also in Russu. Although npminally Europeans and C
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ernment, shows signs of decay within Jess than a thousand - yeam, o
. a,nd the polm al corruption in our own country has reached such ‘-7 ~

gantic dimensions as to create in the minds of our mseﬁt and
most patriotic citizens an intense umvu-h(m of the absolute ne-

cessity of a speedy and radieal correction of the evil.  Of course,

such sentiments will be scoffed at by those optimists who assume

that agitation necessarily means health, and that all change means
progress. It is said that there is not much patriotism in Persia ;-
that its officials are entirely absorbed in self-aggrandizement. It
may be so; but is there any more patriotism among the poli-
ticians engaged -in the everlasting seramble to reach our halls
of Congress, and is not every act of too many of our senators

and representatives instigated by a consideration of  what will

‘benefit themselves individually than prove to be for the best

acood of all? - o

Let us be just, however. It may be granted that our poli;:i-
cal system is of a more elevated character than that of Persia,
because, while the results are often unsatisfactory, it aims at a
higher ideal. We have a standard of political rectitude, and
occasionally we have public servants who live up to it; but
Persia has no such standard and no such men, and the absence
of such a standard makes public officers there care far less to as-

sume the appearance of virtue than is the case in the United

States.  In consequence, there is a certain amour propre with'

us which is not found there, and the absence of which causes
men therve to conduct themselves sometimes in a manner Well—
nigh impossible among the European races, where even a scoun- .

drel prites of honor. This result, it miist be added, springs also - ‘:

,‘ o

men who are taught to consider themselves the slaves of an
absolute monarch rather than free citizens are rarely moved b
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the snbjects of the White Czar, even in the hlghest ra.nks, sbow i
little of that delicate chivalry which distinguishes the gentleman
in other European countries, and from the monarch to the serf
“are capable of acts which would be impossible elsewhere in
~Christendom.  Being in fact neither Europeans nor  Asiatics,
and slaves of an arbitrary monarch, they possess neither the
chivalry of Europe nor the refined qualities which enable a
Persian gentleman partially to redeem the absence of chival-

: fous traits in his own character. : 10
I can best illustrate the radical differences between the Ori-
‘ental and the Occidental by two or three typical incidents. The
: Mehmendér, or entertainer of the guests of ‘the Shah, who re-
ceived me on arriving in Persia, and accompanied me to the
capital, was a man of agrecable disposition. He had lived many
years in Europe; he spoke French with facility, and his man-,
ners were easy and graceful. On brief acquaintance, one would

.have set him down as a gentleman comparing favorably with

gentlemen and men of affairs in Europe; and it was easy to

believe that he would resent any attempt to present him with

a trifling gift as a recompense for the services he rendered offi-

cially for his Government, and for which he had, presumably,

been compensated by the Shah. This would have been the
conclusion reached by one unacquainted with oriental charac-
~ter; but my experience in the East led me to think otherwise.
I felt that it would be safer to venture to offer him an official
ﬁp than to risk offending him by showing too much delicacy in
&ematter On arriving at Teherfin, I therefore presented him
" with a new saddle and bridle I had brought with me. He
Dwea not the slightest hesitation at the proposal of such -a
enﬁ, but returned the saddle after inspection, on the plea
t was shopworn, and that out of respect to me he would
not to show to his friends a gift that seemed to be un-
‘a Minister of the United States. As the saddle was

K
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~ his object was to receive, a, more® valuable pr(-\sent,, possl

I had remembered him at all A humpedn wentlem.m, who ,”'w

" He had an dlf‘bﬂ‘ah(m with an English «rentremm

" the shape of money. 1 therefore sent the saddle back t hlm
with a message that 1 did not need instructions as to wha kii)’d’
of a present I should give, and that he mw‘ht to be thankful that i
A

might have been Consul for ten years, and held the rank of
General and Receiver of the Royal (111(’\1'\ to whom such a
message should beé sent, would probably reply with a chal- "%

lenge; but I had not mistaken the oriental character. The

saddle was accepted with a profusion of thanks.” ;

A similar gase was that of a prominent officialyat. Tabreez.
nd repéat-'x

edly called the other a liar to "his face. The | ,nulhlimdn whion
seemed not to be acquainted with orient: al character, sent hlm-- o
‘a note demanding either an apnluus or that he should cwcap‘t e+

a challenge to fight. The Persian was not a (.uwaul,—,tem“f

Persians are poltroons, — lmf the idea of risking his life bece s¢ L

w.~.-ér~,

he hiad called another man a liar seemed to him prepoxsterol%m‘;‘

as it would to some Europeans and Americans as well, whe
do not accept the absurdities of the duellist’s code. ,
Sl | ﬁ(rht!” said he; “what shall T fight for? T only (alled
him a liar, and now he wants me to ficht him; never was any-
thmrr more absurd 77 .
“Well,” said the gentleman who took the note to hlm, k.
says you will have to fight him; there is no way of ge
out of it. It will never do to call an English gentleman ¢
liar.” ; . ¢
“But I say I won't fight,” replied the other. Yo
- “Then you must apologaze '
- “Apologize ! what does he mean by apologxzmg  Jhie
& Why, ta.ke it all back, and say that you are sorry'



‘19 that all?” rephed the Persmn. “Of course I’ll apqld &
wglzé, Il say whatever he wishes me to say. I lied when I
called him a liar. 1 am a liar, the son of a har, and the grand-

~ son of liars, "What more does he want me to say ? " ‘

" To return to the subject of service in Persm Asidé from the

e faults inherent in the clnra,ctet of its servants, the system s
attended ‘with another gTeth abuse, which results in S(_mous in-
* jury to the country. Xenophon, describing in a passage in the
’ ~ “Anabasis” the visit of a "Persian diguitary to the Greek camp,
4 says that “he came attended by many servants,. as is the cus- -
thm, with I’erhlans This custom confinues with sc'u'celv any
abatemenf to the present day. This is partly a result of the *
fact that labor is. cheap partly, also, because few oriental
.servants are willing-to do more than one thmg, which may be

“caused perhaps by. the lassitude of a stead) warm elimate;. but

i

g it"is also doubtless due very largely to that love of ostentation:

9 ~ common to-the Oriental. Many ‘of the household servants of a .
- Persian oentleman are retained purel) for the purpaose of addmg

~ dignity to “his position, and to accompany him when he goes

' ‘abroad. This class of servants rec ceive no wages'from him ; but

a8 his retainers they and their families are entitled to his pmtection,' e

whlch in a country constltuted like Persia is a matter of. prinie >

-1mp01‘tance They plck up‘a hvehhood by eating at the open®
ta,‘ble which every Persmn gentleman of mnk mamtams, where oy

: qf ﬁle vails or extortions or commissions constantly occurrmg
bhshment of this description. )

ﬁo speak of the thonsands of domestics connected vnth
albowsehold or the estabhshment of the Prmces, we ﬁnd *

"




non- produgers.

It requires

ation having only nine mil-

men, by far the larger numbe

little reflection to perceive thm

- “lions of people must suffer very senously, especially when it is

"~ in a state of decadence, by such a stéady drain on its most « o)
yaluable resourées. This army of servants absoxbs the wealth *

S .

* of the country and produces nothing in returi.
| Slavery no longer exists in Persia; it was abolished eome.«
_ years ago through the influence of the forelo'n Legations, fol- -

. lowing the visits of the Shah to Europe The purchase of ’
_ women for the haremb probably continues to a certain’ extenig
~ but this'is a form of slavery not reached by foreign 1nterp0‘ .
tlon and while the sy stem of pulvgamy connnues to bé 's"

~_ man from a low condition to one )vhe re x«he practically become B
the wife of a man of wealth, it is hardly worth while to con
sider-its vietims as objects of pity. Most of the peasantry 01'

~ inhabitants of the villages, dccording: to long-established custom,

m are serfs, or v111e1nb, attached to the village where they are born,

_.a.nd unable to travel about the colntry w1thout the permissiont

“of the lord of the village. ThlS is the law but practl(,ally'"jia
ceased to have aﬁy effect lono* ago, and there are few countrie 35
~ where the lower. classés are more at liberty than in Persia to.

i where they- please Combmed with thls freedom of amovetn |




INDOOR COSTUME OF PERSIAN WOMEN.




that be : . 4

“The _peasant class of Persia are doubtless as ignorant as peas--
antry in other parts of the world, but they are generally a very
" handsome race, the women probably not being surpassed in this
respect by women of their’ class anywhiere. Of this T can speak
- from persunal observation, because they take much less care to
conceal their faces than their sisters who live i the city ;. and
one ‘who rides about the vfllatres may often see- a pau' of black
: eyes peeping over the hedge, shootmg Parthian arrows beforé the

the Persian peasantry- have & native vivacity and intelligence

that elevate them above their class in many other countriés. _
They have a de(;xded taste for poetry and often fly the heat of
= mldday and find shelter under the great chenars in the cenfre -
" of the village, where tley hbten to recitations from’ the, Odes of

-Haﬁz or the Shah Naméh of Firdotisce. They pay their rent and.

taxes in kind. They are thrifty and-reasonably industrious. If
vthey .do not work as many hours in the diy as laborers else-

‘where, it is due in part to the heat, and nMrt to the fact ‘that
the soil, wherever watered, is so richi ‘that it easily producés-

ough to meet the humble wants of the poor peasant. Tox
se more than that would be simply to render him the vietim™
'-exto?ﬁon- but supposing there Wére 1o extortion,‘ it would S

,b

e

ey

mantle is drawn over them. Notwithstanding their ignorance,




a rare and - notable event. It is not
e gald,-of ~such -a monarch that he i

dm'acter and shown a disposition to
the line of geies oimthe age. H&

ith, which tended to exasperate an already
he t&rmshed ‘the glory of hls relgn by |




This story hds
: been told of the prcsent mona,rch, but, it is pleasant to be. able
. to state that no such fearful horror has marked his reign. The

* political ‘sagacity #@nd military genius of Shah Agh Mohamed

~ Khan, enabled him to cope successfully with the unscrupulous

-desig:ns of Russia again:qt the integrity of Persia. Weré he *
- living now, her chances of averting the insidious inroads of 8

. that power \\'ould probably be consideraldy improved.

e The reign of Nasr-ed-Deen Shale notwithstanding his ]mmane
d‘lsposmon, has been marred by a number of painful inc 1dents
‘that doubtless he riow regrets as much as any one. In the early.-

- “part of his reign he was induced to banish from power Mirza :

Tagh), the Prime Minister, who was married to the sister of the
Shah He was a man of intelligence, and devoted to introdue- .
*' ing reforms tending to diminish the-corruption which for many

[
[
B

~ages has been the bane of every department of the Persian
Fear and jea]uus\' were nrousul alike, and the

: Govemmcnt

Pl

But -m \.un, fm the fatal



Govemment of Persia contmues to be ‘en absolute despotxsm, _‘
there are but two methods open for preserving law and order, —

hope and fear ;_hope of emolument and reward fear of swift
and condign pumshment This must be and i is a strong pa.lha— : £
tion for many of .the bloody and arbitrary acts of or 1ental sover-. i
eigns which a larger “freedom and- a represehtatlve govu'nment
would render unhecessary. ;

The last important case in which 2 aqr-ed Deen Sllah dls-
pla) ed in'a thoroughly oriental style the tremendous power of
an Eastern king was shortly before his last visit to Europe. He
had just left the palace to visit the shrme of Shah Abddl Azeem:
in his carriage.. Throurrh the corruption of the paymasters of 4

‘the army the garrison had not been paid: for some e, and the W

. . o ".".’l

" troops were actually in want. According to 1 usage, &'
. 4 : & “ |

- number of them seized -the present occasion to he personalﬁ o

attention of their sovereign to a consideration o T grieyances -

‘by presenting -a petmon to him, and the .petitioners ‘crowded * A
around the royal equlpwre to catch the eye of the Shah. The {‘;\1,

“delinquent paymasters mterfered dreadmg detectlon, and a

™ stnkmtr the royal camage Althoutrh it does not apped

M thE stones were thrown ‘by the SOldleI‘S, or that theré
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followed The vast outer court of the Ark, or palaoe, was packed
~ with attendants and eager throngs of the populace. My inform- .
~ ant had been to the Foreign Office; and anxiously strgve to avoid

the scene which he knew was to be enacted. But he was thrust .

back by the feraushes and forced to remain on the steps of
the Foreign Office, an unwilling witness of what followed. The
Sedr Azem, or Prime Minister, was standing near to him trem-
bling with excitement and dread, but powerless to interfere,
Pelhaps his conscience whispered to him a complicity with the
iniquity which'had brought about this crisis. On the portico

b opposite stood the Shah alone, leaning with outstretched arm
against a pillar and violently twitching his long mustachios.
He was ignorant of the true facts of the case, and only per-
ceived that his life had been endangered by the riot; and what
was more, that the majesty'of the throne of Persia had been

. outraged. Twelve soldiers, tightly bound and ashen-hued, stood
before him awaiting their doom. Gazing on his victims with a
stern, fierce countenance, the Shah, after a few terrible moments

of suspense and without having examined or questioned them,
gave the fatal decree with a sudden gesture of his hand. In-
_stantly the executioners threw the cords around the necks of the

elve men, and strangled them before the Shah. Oue poor
" youth was so robust that the executioner could only e\tmgulbh
* 4 life by stamping on his breast.

» © Several days after this event Nasr-ed-Deen Shah started on
.~ his seeond j journey to Europe. But the news of this arbitrary
Judgment preceded him, without a statement of the circumstances

v,thlch undoubtedly palliated the deed. In the reception ac-

‘barbarism of other ages: the despots of Europe have more re-
~ fine methods of increasing the burdens and miseries of their
8, AJ: iy rate, the effect of this hypocmtlcal mdlgnamon
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- was salutary on the clmmcter of Nast-ed-Deen Shah, who is

naturally of a humane temperament and there is no question
that it has proved an unportant factor in leading educated

- Persians to respect the good opinion of Christendom, which

thus becomes indirectly an influence in the Mahometan domin-

“ions of the Shal.

It is difficult, when conversing with some of the courteous.
gentlemen of the Persian Court and the royal family, to realize
what arbitrary and sometimes needlessly brutal deeds they have

perpetrated, and with what cold-blooded indifference they have

administered torture and death. Judging from what I have seen
of the Khajir tribe, to which the present dynasty belongs, I am

_inclined to think they have more of the stolidity and deliberate

-

ruthlessness of the Turks than other Persians of similar rank at
the present time, although in past ages it must be admitted there_
was little difference between the oriental races on the point of'
cruelty. At all events, the manners of all the Khajars I have
talked with, from the Shah down, are more vigorous, bluff, out--
spoken, and honest than those of the polished, smooth, but in-
sincere gentlemen of the pure Persian race. "The difference,
although in less degree, is not unlike that existing between typi-
cal Englishmen and Frenchmen. In point of fact the Khajar is'
a Turaranian, or Turk, pure and simple, —but in religion a
Sheah, and because of long identification with Persian sy Ay @
Persian in feeling. In aspect the Khajirs are generally less
crafty thin other Persians; their features are full, bluff, and
hearty, the eye radiant with bonkomie, although sometunes cold,
sensual, and cruel. . T
The Firma Firmé, one of the uncles of the Shah, is one of
the handsomest men of a Court abounding in good looks., He is
seventy Jpomey. of age, his well—trimmed beard is snow-white a,mhi';

o AR
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- last degwee. ‘ H'e has a taste for letters, and has,' among other -
works, published a vocabulary in Persian and English and a
geography of the world. His brother, the Moataméh-ed-Doiiléh,
is also a man of stdtely presence, although bent with age.
When he was viceroy at Shirfiz he established a lasting renown
for the character of his administration. He found southern
Persia swarming with brigands, and corruption universal; but .
during his rule the taxes were collected with regularity and
‘rendered with reasonable honesty; robbers were exterminated
from the district, and order reigned to a degree unusual in Per-
sia since the days when Kereem Khan the Zend maintained a
- just but vigorous sway at Shirdz. * But the Moataméh-ed-Doiiléh
ruled ¥ith an iron rod. Fear was his weapon. A thousand
men were slaughtered before his eyes. Many of these victims,
even though criminal, scarcely deserved death; but the viceroy -
knew the peoplé he had to deal with, and it must be admitted
that this stern ruler showed little pity in his manner of adminis-
tering justice. He seemed to take pleasure in interrogating his
victims, much as a cat plays with a mouse before devouring it;
when weary of the sport he would say, *“ Well, I will put an end
to your troubles.” As these fatal words were pronounced, the
executioner advanced and did his work.
~ On reflecting upon the cruelty of men posseésed of unlimited

power and brought up amid the associations of absolute despot-
i ism, I am sometimes inclined to think a measure of charity should
\‘%6 extended towards such rulers even when they are brought
: P as ‘Christians, like the Czar of Russia. It is impossible to be-
* lieve that all the Persian rulers I have seen who have been gmlty
- of deeds of blood are wholly depraved. The amiability of their
‘n}pnner,; the acts of courtesy and kindness they often display,
"o'l'!mbt proceed from a nature entirely void of goodness. But
‘necessity of acting with qulck decision i in a despotic govern-
ty and the power to do so familiarize the mind to harshness
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 and blunt the sympath1es ; while it is aiso true that men, and‘
even women, who have always moved in the upper ranks fail
from that very fact to realize that the classes below them are of 3
the same blood and nerves as themselves, and no less capable of
suffering. Such I imagine to be the case with the Moataméh- -
ed-Doiiléh, who is a’man of cultured tastes, the most perfect
manners, and wide intelligence.

And the same palliating circumstances may be alleged for
the Izz-ed-Doiiléh, brother of the Shah, and Governor of
Hamadin while I was in Persia. He is a small, slightly built,
boyish-looking man. He wears a closely-cropped, iron-gray
mustache ; his general manner is very quiet, not to say diffi-.,
dent, suggesting a character mild and tetiring were it not for
; the small, steel-colored, lizard-like eyes, darting restl

- glances. These eyes betray a nature quite oppdsite :
one might infer on a first interview. The Prince is a man.of
- gentlemanly tastes and studious habits; he reads the literature.
of America as well as of Europe, and is familiar with French
and English. He converses with some intelligence, and in such’
a tone as to lead to the conclusion that he is one of the most

enlightened and least fanatical men in Persia. - And yet this
seemingly inoffensive gentleman, when he was Governor at

Kermanshah, actually caused *seventeen men to be strangled in . A
his presence. As Governor of Hamadin, he has also given the

United States Legation more trouble than any other Persian
official. Friendly enough during the interchange of visits, and
earnestly disavowing, when approached on the subject, any in-

long and well before he could believe what a capaclty for ev
dwells in the character of thlS Prmce
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L hlm in station to be 100 insignificant to have rights which re-
"fv""qfiii"re to be respected by a Prince of blood royal, rather than
from a wanton love of oppression and cruelty. His son, the
so-called Little Prince, who resided at Hamadin and acted as’
deput);-governor, was greatly under the influence of his tutor, a

‘corrupt and crafty fanatic named Mirza Achmét, one of the
greatest knaves in the country. The Little Prince voiced the
sentiments which ‘prevail among Asiatic despots towards the
classes below them, when he said to the United States drago-
man, who by my instructions had gone to Hamadin to protect
our citizens there, “ Why does your Government take so much
trouble for these Americans of Hamadin ? They are only three
or four in number, and simple people; why make such a fuss
about what you call their rights?” :
But while so much can be said to extenuate some of the
arbitrary deeds of Nasr-ed-Deen Shah and his governors and
princes, who are far less sanguinary than their predecessors, or .
than many European rulers of two or three generations ago, so
~ much cannot be conceded in favor of the Zil-i-Sultin, Massood
Mirza, the oldest son of the Shah, who is the governor of the
- great central provinces of Persia, with his capital at Ispahén.
- His-Royal Highness is a thick-set man of medium height, and
. ~about thirty-five years of age. His manner indicates immense

. force of character. Never has any one impressed me more
. deeply with the air of one born to command. But with all its
i ﬁ)roe, his face has in it an unmistakable suggestion of craftiness, .
Car d the events of his life have abundantly proved alike his abili-
s and his cunning! He told me that he had been a ruler
ce his tenth year. Doubtless, at first a man of experience was
his elbow to direct him. As may be imagined, the Prince is
d bx an intense ambition, which is not checked by the fact g
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that according to the laws of Persia, although he is the eldest
son and therefore the natural heir to the throne, that right has
been.vested in the second son of the Shah, who is Governor (Qf
- Azerbaijin. This is due to the fact that the mother of the latte'rA
was of high birth and royal blood, while the mother of the Zil-i-
Sultin is of plebeian origin. This is particularly unfortunate,
because this Prince is not of a temper to accept such an abroga--
tion of his natural rights, and it is to be feared that when the
succession comes to his brother it will be contested by the am-.
bitious and astute Prince-Governor of Fars. He has accumu-
lated enormous wealth, and although forbidden to maintain a
separate army or to import arms, has contrived to (ret\mtrol of
the contingent of his provinces. They are armed and uniformed
like the German army, and in drill-practice form the finest por- °
tion of the present military force of Persia. The Prince*has’ g
great influence with his royal father, who admires the abilities
of the son and probably sympathizés in secret with his aspira-
tions, and also with his decided friendship for the English and his
aversion towards Russia. Were the Zil-i-Sultin on the throne,
there can be little question that he would bring matters to a crisis
with Russia by forcing her to show her hand, and either to stop
her steady and insidious encroachments or openly -to attack

Persia’ and settle the question once for all.
But the Zil-1-Sultan, while resembling Shah Agd Mohamed /
Khan, the founder of the dynasty, in administrative ability, un-(i
fortunately resembles also too many oriental despots of former |
ages in his indifference to suffering and bloodshed. I grant th
necessity in such a government as thdt of Persia of swift an
stern penalties, but that is quite another thing from cold-blooded
and malignant cruelty. The murder of the great chief of
- Bachtiarees when an. invited guest at the palace of the Zil{fi-
Sultin, although a gross breach of the laws of hospitality,. 5s
be palliated on the ground of supposed necessity. But wh
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* can be said about the murder of the wealthy mérchant of Ispa-

hin? According to the story related to me, the unfortunate
man had been mulcted in a large sum by the Prince, far in
-excess of the just taxes. . The Prince declined to restore the
spoil, and the merchant rashly repaired to Teherin and laid a
lpetition for redress before the Shah. His Majesty proved gra-
cious, and gave his injured subject a royal order to present to the
Zil-i-Sultin, eujoining him to make restitution and to be more
careful in respecting the rights of the subjects of the Shah.

Full of hope, the poor merchant travelled back to Ispahin
and presented himself before the Prince with the royal mandate.
Having read the decree, the Prince looked keenly at the man
for a moment, who, notwithstanding that dangerous look, never
doubted that he was now to have his property restored. But
instead of doing this the Prince sarcastically exclaimed : “ Ha!

80 you thought to frighten your Prince by reporting me to the
Shah? You are indeed a brave man! Tlittle thought you a man
of such courage. So brave a man as you must, indeed, have a
brave heart, — a large heart ! 1 must see your heart and learn
courage from you!” Then in a louder tone the Prince cried

_to his servants, ¢ Take out his heart!” The menials seized the
thunder-stricken merchant, cut him open on the spot, and tear-
ing out his heart presented it on a dish to the Prince.

. I'was, of course, greatly shocked when the story of this out-
rage was brought to me, and recollected that 1 had repeatedly
enjoyed agreeable and humorous conversation with this very

H .
" Prince. But subsequent reflection leads me to be less severe

| .

in'my judgment of the Prince. Aside from the fact that it may

- have been' necessary to show his subjects his own authority, it

. cannot be questioned that he acted in bad taste in selecting such

a method for venting his spite. It is always “ bad form,” to say




going out of fashion. To inflict mental pain is more reﬁﬁéd‘;‘

and the blame for inflictimg it can "be more easily shifted from

the shoulders of the one who causes it,.and is also more likély :

than vulgar physical penalties to arouse the humor rather than
t.he sympathy of the commumty, which is exactly what the
inflicter should seek. -The Zil-i-Sultin would have received
quite as exquisite satisfaction himself, and he would have es-
caped the condemnation of public opinion, and quite likely
given pleasure to many of those who are diverted by the suf-
ferings of others, if he had maintained a newspaper as an orga.

<

In this periodical he:

d have exquisitely tortured the mer-

ehant by dark nmnuatlons against his character, by suggesting -

and in other ways blackening his
and holding %1% quivering heart

the infidelity of
social and business stam
for the public to gloat o
denial of the charges, or publishing it with the accompaniment
of an additional editorial stab intended as a coup de grace. The

punishment thus inflicted would have been more severe than the

method followed by the Prince, because a more lasting torture ;

and it would have the further advantage of heing approved: by ;

the tyrants of the present age. Human nature is little better
now than formerly ; each epoch has its special forms of huilig—
nity and tyranny. In some lands and ages it is the rack and
the sword; in others, the human tongue and the press.

ed-Deen Mirzi, Validh-ed-Doiilét-i-Irfin, the heir-apparent of
Persia, is ex officio governor of the very important province of
Azerbaijan and the adjacent northwestern districts bordering
on the Russian frontier. It has not béen my pleasure to have

a personal acquaintance with his Highness, as he remained at

Tabreez during ¥ entire stay in Persia But from all 1 hiw

o, and then declining to pubhah his

a5

The second son of the Shah, his Royal Highness Musaffar- ;

b

i)

X
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and is urbane in manner
and of humane disposition.
He is reputed by some
to be intellectually weak ;
but from what official re-

lations I have had with

him and other sources of

information, I am quite
sure that if he gives such
an impression it is done
with a far-seeing purpose.
He is also reputed to be
a fanatic, and at the same
time to favor the preten-
sions of Russia. It would
naturally be his policy to
appear to do both; but it
is impossible to believe
that he can be sincere, at
least in the latter respect.
To arouse the opposition
of the Mahometan hier-
archy of Persia- by indif-
ference to their power
would be simply to add
to the difficulties of a suec-
cession that is sure to be
contested. To appear hds-
tile to Russia would also

MUSAFFAR-ED-DEEN MIRZA, CROWN PRINCE
- OF PERSIA.

make herthe friend of one of the other Prirces ; while by making

secret concessions to her he secures her assistance to place him

securely on thé throne. But while it would be perhaps too much

" t0 ask of Asiatic human nature to decline the offers of a powerful
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“ally who would prove a dangerous foe if rejected, it is impos-
sible to imagine that his Royal Highness should feel aught but
stern opposition towards a power whose “ambition and well- A
known wiles are ever menacing the existence of an empire ma-
jestic even in old age, and having abundant right to continue
independent for ages to come. '
His Royal Highness, the Naib-e-Sultanéh, Kamran Mirzé, is
the third son of the Shah. He lives at Teherin, and a§ Minister
of War and Administrator of Teherfin is in constant communica-
tion with his Majesty. . Having the army and the sapital in his
hands, he might proxfdééa very dangerous competitor to his two
brothers if they were left to settle the succession unaided by
‘European bayvenets and gold, or if he were a man of great
force of character or Jébp designs.  But his Highness, who is
- a young man of great amiability, handsome in person and cour-
" teous in manners and skilled in giving clegant entert(unmenfsm*
conveys the impression of one who does not care to struggle with,

%

the inevitable, but prefers rather to accept it gracefully. Still,
one cannot confidently affirm that he and his councillors may
not have the address to conceal ulterior plans. Theré is no love
between the three Princes. They tell a story that when the
Zil-i-Sultain was in Teherin he was invited to a breakfast by
his brother, the Naib-e-Sultanéh. The service was, of course, of
princely elegance; but the haughty elder brother disdainfully -
declared that it was not his wont to eat off aught but silver g
and gold, and before touching the breakfast he ordered his ser-
vants to bring his own service from his palace. The difference

in age and rank obliged the younger bfother and host to sub-

mit to the indignity. : ,

It is no small testimony to the tact and ability of- Nasr—ed—l 6.
Deen Shah that he has been able to maintain the peace between
his three sons, and to occupy the throne so long without s_erioud
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firm but merciful hand has contlnued to the present time to pre-
serve the respect and affection of his people. It is his habit to

34
N

rise early in the morning, soon after daybreak, whether in the
country or at the capital. After saying his prayers, he gives
audience to his Ministers; they make their reports, and receive
an expression of the royal will concerning the conduct of ques-
tions brought to his attention. Of course, on special occasions
the Ministers have access to his Majesty at other hours of the
day for the consideration of business; this often occurs towards
evening. ~The present Shah gives minute attention to the affairs
of state, directing even the details, more than do many sover-
eigns. This is by some regarded as unnecessary and perhaps
detrimental to a broad treatment of state matters, while it also
results injuriously in reducing the responsibility and therefore
the usefulness of the heads of departments. But this has
been more or less the habit of most Eastern sovereigns, and in
the present case may be carried to an extreme because of the
lack of confidence in the ability or integrity of those charged
with the direction of affairs ngxt to the Shah. As one result of
this form of administration, it is far more common at the court
of Persia than at European courts for diplomatic questions of
importance to be referred to his Majesty in person by the Min-
isters representing foreign powers at his court. If it were pos-
sible to inaugurate such a system at the semi-Asiatic court of
St. Petersburg, diplonmtic questions with Russia would be more
often settled satisfactorily, with less dissimulation and with re-
- sults less uniformly in favor of that astute power.

~_ Notwithstanding his cfose attention to affairs of state, Nasr-ed-
,Deen Shah finds leisure for relaxation and the cultivation of his-
~ tastes, which incline both towards literature and art. He speaks
' and reads French with considerable fluency. The leading for-
1gn penodlcals are read to him; he gives directions concerning
the edltmg of the official gazettes, and keeps a daily ]ournal




“hand.  “See,” said the Minister to me ; “this sketch

g

or record of events or obJects that attmct hxs attentton. Be- o
sides the narratives of his journeys to Europe, he has pubhaxhed :
‘two illustrated volumes descriptive of journeys taken in' Persia. .
He is also a poet, and to his other accomplishments adds a t;istg

for drawing, some of his sketches being very clever. 1 remem-

ber on the occasion of an official interview with the late Migis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, that a royal rescript was brought to the
Minister. When it was handed to him on a silver salver by
the colored attendant, he arose and took ft with both hands and
touched it to his bowed forehead before opening i, saying to
those around, who likewise arose, “ A dispatch from our lord and
sovereign, the Shah-in-Shal.”  After reading the document, the
Minister pointed out to me a pen-and-ink sketch which his Maj- |
esty had drawn around the seal of the envelope with his o

Shah-in-Shah himself shows that his Ma]esf) is in happy dlspo--
sition to-day, and feels graciously towards me his slave.” 6

In hours of leisure the Shah is fond of conversatlon, and
devotes part of his evening to social relations with his fa-

.

vorite courtiers. His genial nature is shown by a remark
he made to a cultivated gentleman of Teherin, whose elegant -
country-seat he was honoring with an afternoon visit. Turning

to his host, as they were strolling through -the grounds, his Maj-
esty remarked, “ How much I regret, when in the society of ‘a :
gentleman so polished and intelligent, that I cannot lay aside forf;‘:'.i

a while the burden of royal etiquette and converse with you
with the freedom I should like!” But there is one evil result-
ing from these social qualities of Nasi-ed-Deen Shah,—he i
liable to be unduly influenced by the unprincipled men who are -

able to amuse him in his hours of leisure. With the best inten-
tions in the world, his administration is marred and the weal o



%,s the Emin Sultaneh or such bnlhant but unscrupulous and
demgnmg men as the, Emin Sultéin, his cousin: the first repre-

sents the organized opposition to progress, and the second is
one of a number of men in high authority who would suck
the very life-blood of their country, if ﬁhey could thereby
' gai‘n wealth to lavish on costly palaces and pleasure-grounds.
Apres nous le déluge is the motto of too many in authority

_in Persia, and hence the greatest danger to which that coun-

ry is now exposed; Yor, not satisfied to drain the revenues

~ of their fatherland, they are also ready for northern gold to

thwart in secret the best progressive plans of their sovereign,
But Persia, alas! is not the only country that harbors such

I 4 .
-vipers 11 her bosom.

That his Majesty is conscious of the iniquity which charac-

terizes many of his entourage, while seeing the difficulty of find-

ing better men to fill their places, is evident in various ways.
"A good story is told of him, apropos of this fact, the truth of
which I have no reason to question. On a certain summer
afternoon, not so long ago, the Shah was reclining in a pavilion

“at his royal seat of Sultana-t-abad. His courtiers were seated

- below him, engaged in a familiar conversation with their sov-
ereign. In the course of the conversation- the Shah- remarked,
“ Why is it that Anurshirwin was called the Just? Am I not

. calso just?” No one dared to reply; it was a severe question,

- unfair perhaps to.put to them. Again the Shah inquired, “ Can
.no one of all your number answer the King?” But silence

rei‘gned until it became oppressi'vo not to say perilous At

i »al, hesitatingly rephed ——
M As T am your sacrifice, O ng of « kmgs, Anurbhlrwan




358 no reply came, - except that %ha ﬁekl
; shrugged his shoulders and opened the palms of his hands hd«
lifted his eyebrows with a depr ecatmg gesture. Then in w:lth
the Shal responded, — . | ‘
- “0. ye unregenerate sons of burnt fathers! I know well that
if Anurshirwén had been surrounded by a corrupt and dlsreﬂu- _
table canaille like you, he never could have obtained the title
“of Just.” . R ;
They all replied- “As we are your Sacrifice, the Asylum 6'
the Universe hath uttered the truth.” ’ .
It will be noticed that in the above conversation the bl;ah
speaks of himself in the third person. This is according to
usage in Persia, — contrary to that of European sovereigns,

",

who generally use the first person plural. R
~ Nasr-ed-Deen Shal, like many of his predecessors, mm dreat
sportsman. It is probable that to his frequent resort to the g
chase he owes the good heaith which must have been severely a2
threatened by so many years ‘ot government, as well as by the

enjoyment: of the peculiar domestic privileges of Eastern sov- =

ereigns. The monarchs of Persia were great hunters of old: '
The word * Paradise,” derived from the Sanskrit Paradeso, -
was first. applied to the immense hunting-grounds reserved for
Persian klntrs be\'el ak hke Balrim, who Jost lus llfe in a

a hunting expedmon But it is now tlfe custom to .ﬁre a cann
at sunrise of the day on which his Majesty proposes to isst

the gazelle. Sométimes he merely goes for a day or two,
frequently these excursions last a week. An immense
~camels and sumpter mules precedes the royal cortége,




to a royal excursion.' On theée occasions, the Sha,h is also
be *‘accompamed by an imposing body of attendants and several

squadrons of cavalry. When he takes his long summer trips to-

a distance from the’ capital, the escort is much larger, and his
favorite wives accompany him. During the journey to Meschéd

three years ago, the royal train consisted of upwards of twenty

is onie march across the desert of Khorassin where for. two

thousand, people, of whom six thousand were soldiers. There

long stages there is no water, and the entire train was obliged

~to make this double stage without stopping: . It was very
_ trying, although done in the night. :

One of the favorite resorts of the Shali.is Sherlstanek high

up in the Elburz Mountains, north of Teherén. ~His Majesty

~ has caused an elegant pavilion to be constructed there, nestling

in a hollow of the mountains at an altitude of ten thousand feet.

~ cially with ladies carried on litters. ~ It is quite common for men
~ “and horses to be killed on some of these royal excursions to
- Sheristanék. In that neighborhood the scevery, I have been
‘-"told, is of extraordinary sublimity and beauty.
Nasr—ed Deen Shah has the reputation -of being a daring
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:,-' sportsman, “who does not flinch before the panther and the

~on one of these excursions. A number of courtiers were
'mense tlger suddenly appeared tninvited upon the scene.

'The great use made of tents for ages in a country like Persia has given the Persian

: tiger. A good story is told of an incident which happened-

Vgrouped around the Shah, on ‘the .alert for game. when an

But the place is only reached with considerable difficulty, espe-

ns great skili in the making of these canvas houses, which are often of large size,
uding several large apartments. Those of the Shah and his courtiers are lined with
Wdered cashmere. Tt is common to use for linings a cloth stamped with pictuzesque
' upreeeunng hunting-scenes decoratively treated. Such tents are called “ kalem-  *
extegmu coler is generally a dark blue, erimson bemg reserved for the Slmh




