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not »u~erQ,u ; they for~ a m~irke'd .feature of, ~hat capital; ,f~r: 
: 'th " are oft n ' n ~n jnounte4 'q'Q.ad , O'Qing fortb.. .£ r xercis, 
, " 'an.d, n~n ,of the ~ot1ey throng .'in t~e' il'c ts ofatat ,city pi- , ent, 

, a 'mCtl' , triki~g ~nd 'pictur q u~' app arance, . The'~ cOl!lplexion: 
:i ' warthy: e y s are inteD. ely black ~nd inclin d to b~ug '-, a 

jg'~ wI . .1 i uppo ed to indicate loquacity, without proportion: 

at i~t TIigence ~ ill' the cn e of , tlH~ .Mg~an ", ,thi~ loqua ity. i,s 
CO~bl' rJ.e~ · with mend~city., Their ey~brow a're hea~y, and·' 

'.the bard. is ' intensely. Llack; the 110 e i . high, prominent, and 
tronO't ' 'aqU:ilin'e ; the hands ~nd, feet ;"]'e, ' mall, 'the form ~ !.' .. 

ruu ,iz, ',veIl l,l'oportiol1 d" <1nd lendor but stron ' , On nd 
of the 1I1any-color d Fla. h which 'i,s ~V.()llu'a a~'ol1nd the b ad a' 
a iuroan hang. 'like a £08tO II Oy.r th e 'left . honlde.1: ; -the. 0, e 

, co~t i " hel ~ tog ther' Ly a sC':u:f 'Y,ounJ around , the wai t, and 
numer u', .(lagger~, oM-fa hiou d piFltoIs, fLnq a ,scimitar, 01.' 'p r
hap. a,. abrc apt~red from the 'Englis}l, cornvlete t~~ app ~raIfde 
of thi' 'mo ·t effeCtiYe h O'U', he ride. his,mettle orne steed ,""ith 

, ' . T gTll: e through the 8~eis of Tellern.n, ' . 

T~e ' Afcrhans and tl }; illas of India are , undo~bt dly:, 
de (' nded, ' 'i ,ll p,a:t at Jeast" from the J ew, They, them"elve. 
ack?owledg this to be, tbe fact , 1;>ut ' decli:t;le' to have aught to do 

-. w:ith ' ,tiler J ew' b fl,uRe: 0/ their'.t~eli~ion, - , the Afgha~' b~i~l~ 
' of om' e, .fanatical M ahometan ,of the unnee ' faith, The tei' . . ' 

Ajj;hf),n m an "wallinO'; ~' ,-thi ~em to ' llgO'est. that they are," 
RC n{.led fro· the my 'tel~ouS Ten 1\ibes who it ~nay r 'a 0 

. b ' , ,up]') ed ted th~~r distlm~ , aptivity, It ~ ,de pl)1 
' , ;r~QTe~ d that • eudle problem, which i , ~f n t the s · 

pra(;tical va ue, cannot 'Qe ettled ,once . for aU ' by ac~Jp 
'oluti n of the que ~on" The Afghan continue ,to 
a o{ of .tl:ib~] o!.ganization, bing divid d into' nurri 
clan J ~ach of which eks in:,tmn to gain th a cend 

, ' most prOmifltmt t,>f. the ,e' tribe are the Ba,;n.tkzal ~nd 
l~lrahmin he prese~t Eme("J:' o~ . A.fghanist~nJ ,0 

A.rlll1Al ' . ' " , .' : . . . ~ . '. , 
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. rrhe relation ,between Persi~ .And A£o:ha:uistan ' h~ve alw~ys 
beeD most intimate, and the frontier between them has often ben. 

' .h~~y. P~r ia' ha fr ' .que~tly , ov.~!l·:un her ' neig~bor' . t 'rrit~)l'Y' 
and once beld a portion of Afg'hanistan . for cerrturie . . In 1 5.2" 
~ ,Per ian a:rmy besieO'ed auCi , captur~a Herat. Earl) in the 

', oig~teent?-. century P e!' ia was ~nvaded by M~hmo~d:, the . M-' 
.' gla:n, whQ overtlu-ew th~ dyna ty of the Aba ide, and h ld 
. the co~try for several years. In 'the f).~ .nz'y or' fana~ci' m :"h~ 
, :va 't d tlie splendor. of ~ p~han, l~ug.htered the' gI'~a_ e.1' part of 
tJIe population of that m.agnificent c~p:i.tal, including almo t all 
't'4e ,arti ts of Per ia, and 'bl; ught upon the nati~m'uch calaiuitie . . . . 
its she ha not recovered ' fi-om . to thi day. The -Afg'han were 
driv~n out by NadIr ' ha~' but'from that tim ~he depo ed 'Erri' ers 

of Mp'hani tan, or their subject -f!.. eing from, th p i:il of political, 
£eud~ ,have been aCC1;t tomed. to find :~ a,syluro at ' th court, f ' 

. . . .' . 
)?er. ia, v-vhere 'the) have 'sought by intrio'ue to obtain the aid of 
. the' , . ~~h in ordel: to rei~ tate them elve in p~:nyer: . .' 

"How.'.i it," said Feth Alee .'Shah to an Afgh~ri chief, ' " that 
.. ·.Per ian ~lta1's ' a1' , cu'rved, while the ' Afg'han . word have . 

str-aig'ht ,blades'~'" " , 
. , ."It 1 becau ' th , Per ian 'haract l' i crook d, ,:"hil, til" • 

, 1\£O}l' 1\ go 'directiy to tlle pint.". ' ,,'. .' 
Th . antith' is, i ' g'o&d, but hardly in accDrda e ,with .fn..ct , . 

, • for ' both' p op1 are, uffici ntly <;rooked in ,chn,I~a tel'. At the 
l~tE~ ent . day, ' hm'v' ,Yer, the - fghan at' o( 'tb two the mol' , 

, igu<';rarit 3-J?-,d cru 1; but, it i a.' curious . circum tapc that , the' . 
llel'sian : lailguao' i nowhe~' ,0 cOiTectly ' POR 'n · a at ,an-' . . ' 

da~at, in Afghani tan. ' , 
~ In the r'jgn' of Feth Al e hah, th blood-f~ud b twe 1:1 'the 
gre t rival trib ' '~f A£O'nani ta~ ' reach d: a vere 'c1'1 i _ ' Rep~ 

• resentati,:es of both tribe had ' ought'r fuge at Teh~~an, in lud

ing ' the ' depo ed' 'Eroeer of th . ~arukza,'i, ~Vp'o c~uld not be 
ttooked ,by hI .~nemies 80 long a he receiv the lrt> 'pit3.lity '. . .. , . ~ 
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and prote tton of .ilie Shah of Per 'in. A!t r long intri~ue , tho 
, itduza:i u 'e ded in per. uadirig Feth Alee hah to withdraw 

.. ,. , hi. Pl:ote tiOl"}' ~ m the 'nan~zal, ' '~h~ ',,:,' 1;~ at the cai)iial; Rhel
tel' d in the palace · f Ka l::'i-Khajar. Tp.e hllh , ~,nnounc d 
thi d c~on ,by aying, ' I am going hunti~g t~-day, nd: th r3e' " 

p'eo~ are' not, my &,uests: in my, ab 'ence." , This 'was uffici~nt 
to indicate that he abandoned them to their doom: The" ad-qz&.i 
at T ' h.ei·an thv learned that they ould 'wre~k tJleir veng~ance 

:w:ith'~plmity; they bur' t il1to the palaqe of' Kasr-i-Kapjar, . ized 

tlie unfortunate Barukza'i and his fa~ly, ~ra()'geA 'them to ~ little 
, ~min~hce ontside the gate of t11.e pal:;tge, and C~lt them to 

, ,The nWl1ber, at Mghan 're ident ~t T heran is at' 

" .u uan)" large, owing to the intermneut of Ey ob l(han,in 

'. anu the l' cent difficulties in AfG'hani. tan. The chief b ine s 9f. 
, th~ ,l\-fghan • at Teheral! is intrii~e.. , 

Beside ' tIle numerou other populati~ns' re iding in Per itL and . . ," 

enjoyinG' the ben~fic nt protection of Nasr-ed-Dee~ ~lUh, ther 
. i a .mall , number of ' Europeans, who ar'e ,:scattered' about .th 
:chief itie ' ,of the land: f course, many of these ru .. e. onn,ected 

. with the ,dipl m'atic corps < J;ld the vaJ.:iou con ulate~ ; and be ide 
• them mu t be ,included t~o e natives who ' as imp]oy e.s of' til 

L crati ,n. ·become 'for ign p~'otege ' : these la t form ql~it~ a little 
army .in themselve with th ir families, who. also enjq)" irn.iT:tr 
protection., ,Rus ia claims th~ large t number of the .. f, r~ig,1 r • 
1 :;:ident'in: P ersia; . but m'any of them lire Armenian o£.-per .ian ' 
l?irth, who have ucceeded, in tran feq·jnG' th ill" 1 ve \ ll,nd r the 

," Rus ian flag ' in order t conduct ' th ir b~. mes ' at Resht 'and 
'Tabreaz ,,,itn e s annoy~nce . . 'The total number of for ig.tlers at 

Te~erah i ' nearly ~hr ~ bundre~ ex lIt,ding, ~ cour e, Turk~ and' 
'A:fghans. Th y in , hid 'r~pre entativ'es .Qf. alma t every nation 
'in Eur, pe, be 'de a nUlllb r of American. Many of them are 
COlul ct (1 with 'the 4do-.E,ur pan'! ,leo-mph ·o.o~pany; ~everal 

. al~e in thEf empl ,y. of tho Per .ian Go'~ rnjn~nt, ' as u;,structor in 

.. 
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the army .or the Royal College, oi· ~s p~ysician , ou teachers of 
the military band. , This l:lttle f~reign col'ony contain ' a number . 
of adve~turer8 who have fled from Europe witb speckled ~eputa
tion ,an ar~ seekiIl:g to rebuild their fortlmes in Per i. There ' 
are several European commercial houses at T h ran; and a sm~ll 
hot 1, kept by a Frenrhman afl'onls reasonable accommodation 

" for the 'occasional travel1er, who prefer being lodged and fed in 
Fr nch style to resorting to a natiye caravansary. ~rhese Euro-

.peans live quite by them elves, having but. few social -relations 
with the Per ian ; although the leading digmtaries of the court 
frequently accept invitations to entertainments at the Legation . . . 
Like all such colonies the European community at T heran i 
plit up into clique. and perpetually disturbed by jealon 'ies and ' 

candals; but orne of its mempers arc exceedingly .agreeable 
and ,intelligent, and one may pa s many attractive and pi'o:fitable 
hOllr ' in their society. 

The number of L/~gations at the Court of P,ersia is now' 
sev n, established in tl1e order given here : 'the Ru ' ian, the 

English, the Turki h, the. French, the Austl'o-Hung:-u·j~tn, the ' 
United States, and the German. The Ottoman is strictly an 
em ba y, a.nd therefore takes precedence of all the others. 

The United States interests in P ersia are protected , by a 

spe iaI treaty bet~een the two co~ntries. TI:i treaty was ne
. goti~tted , by the Hon. Carrol Spence and Ferukh Khan, who 
respectiv~ly repre 'ented their countries at Constantinople dur

. ing. the administration of President Buchanan. ri vileges not 

. 'pecifi~al1y treated in sep~rate articles of the treaty < 1'e a'dmitted 
under .the "most favored nation" clause of the famou, treaty of 
rrur~oman Tchai, drawn up b~tween R:q.s ia and Persia 'early 
in' thi century, . and affording a 'Oasis for inost of the treaties 
negotiated with Per ia since then. One of the most , important 

clauses of the treaty. with tl)e United State refers of COl).1'se to 
the protection of our citizens. It IS agreed that all cases' in 

10 
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P l' ia betwi\en the, Unite'd tate citizens and Persian subjects 
shall be tried in the ust~·al court of Persia 'according to Persian 
law, but in th'e presence of a United States official, who sh~l ce 
that th I Ip.w 'is ju tly admini tered, In point of fact, the practice 
ha b rf to ettle such ca e by mutual con£ rence between th 
Unit~d. State M' ' . . and the !\linister of For ign Affair, and 

'in minor ca es y confer n'ce of their ecr taries. Con i~ering 
th'e peculiar ch ter of Persia.n law and ju tice, this seems· to 
b the'mo t sati factor method of allaying difficultie ; but it is· 
evidCllit .that so far 'a American interest arA concerned, - dis

tant a the LeO'at-ion is from Washillgton, i olated, .d~'a.wing Ii tIe 
a~d from th home Department, and xperiencing none of that 
stronO' moral support which would come from a nation ha ing . 
a d cided. for ign poli y, - the United tat s Minister in h' 
d~,alin O's " 'ith the P rsian Gov rnment must have tact, judgm~nt, , 
knowledge of the people, and be above all a per Olba gmta. 

Ca es l)etween American citizens 'and the suLject of Power 
other than Persia are tried in the Legation' or Consulate of the 

d fendant, acco,1'di11 O' to the laws of his country, or of the c<?de 
specially prepared for that Legation, or upon term aO'reed upon 
by the re pective Mini tel's. In accordance with thi principle, 
and following the u 'age at all our Oriental Legation , it became 
my duty in tttrn to prepare a code for the Legation a~ Teheran' 
and our Con ular courts throughout PArsia. Finding the code 
in use at our Legation in Turkey to be in ,the main sufficient 

f01' our purpose, I adopted that, with certain ·modifications suited 
to the, somewhat different conditions exi ting in Persia.; and 

. c . • .' 

the e were appro y the Department at Wa hington. 

It i needl ss tor y that the duties of the Legation at the 
ourt of Per ia were arduou , constant, and sometimes exceed

ingly . difficult to arrange. Before the estabH hment of our u,
gation, American ~ntere ts in 'Per ia had long been protected by 
the courtesy of her Brit-i 11 Majestj's Minister at the ' Court of the 



THE DIFFERENT ,RACE OF PER IA.,. 147 
" 

Shah. But -these int ' r st in time came to absorb 0 much of 
.' . . 

hi attention, that her Maje ty's ovcrnment finally signified .to 
our Government that it must provide other means ' for pI' tecting 

, it inte~'e s . . It was' a di grace to a great Government like <,>Ul", 

that it should so long have allowe~ our worthy citizen :n Pers'a. 
to' be without a Legation of their own. It wa culpable neglect 

for a country possessillg such vast commercial interc t as ours 
to .neglect t:;o long to avail it 'elf of the privileges accorded by 

the tl' aty, and tv establish the means by which those privileges 
could be turned to account. , 

'rhis is not the place, nor . would it become me at present, to 
, enter into a relation of the cases called to the att ntion of and 

arlju ted by the United tafes Legation' at T hel'a,n during my 
r idence there. Doubtle an incumbent of that office miO'ht 
foi' a time draw hi ' salary, and accompli 'h little el if 0 

minded; but <;m.e who acc I ts the po t 'with a onscientious 
's ns of duty will find it one of the mo t laborious offices in 
the gift of the United tate . I n thi connection l' take the lib-

erty of quoting a pa sage from, a ver):' able document prepared 
by the late Secretary of State, the lIon. Frederick T. Freling
huy ell, \v ho wa at once an accompli 'hed diplomati t and g 11· 

tl man, a~d who in hi relati ons with our l'Pl'O 'entatives abroad 
. n v r once, forgot the amenities ' belong~ng to those relations. 

',' The following i, the pa 'age I allude to:-

" The duty of a diplomati t i t o eek to avoid issucs by procuring a 
satisfa.cto 'y settlemcnt bcfore 'a ubject of formal di 'cussion is presented. 
Th 'c ence of any such arran" mellt is it informality and secrecy. It 
would not of eoul' e be con nant with the public interc t for thc nnder
sicrned to allude to any specific in tance in thi connection; but he may 

, say that many ' example hay occu'rred where A.m ric~n citizen ho.ve 
boen aved . erions inconv nierrc s, imp.ri onmmit, or 10 of property by 
sach informal an(l c nfidentinl interpo ition of their Mini tel'S, when if a 
formal complaint had oeen made, the technicality of tile law, or th ' policy 
of the for ign Go\-ernment in the ' treatment of itR own .: itizens, wonIa . 
have forc.ed it to the action we wished to a oid. 'I'll succ e of a diplo- . 
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macy are therefore usually kJ;lown ·to but f~w; which perhaps not 'unnatu
rally has led t~ the belief, held by many, that with the intl:Qduetion 0'1: the 
. t am hip and telegraph the duties of a 'Minister have c.ea ed. However 
fa t the mail or efficient the t legraph, nei ther can ever supply t~e place 
of the diplomatic agent who advise his Government of 'the .,dispo"ition 
of the Otl~l" and conducts the personal negotiations under general in-
truction from home. The home Government can only ouLlin the policy; 

it is for the agent to accompli II the end sought. The impcl'tnnt duty of 
diplomacy is the daily work which attracts no attention, aml is, in. fact, 
ucce sful in pro} ortion to its silence and apparent. repose." 

In closing these ob ervations, it is proper to add that at 
pi'e ent the duties of a United tates representative in' Pel's'ia are 
'hiefiy diplomatic. The demands for a. fuller con. ular em 
will increa'e when our m rchants decide to avail them elve 
III 1'e fully of the advantage of trade with I r'ia.· Justice to 
the writer's exertion in that direction warrants the statement 
that efforts to se<..:ure such a trade have already begun. 



CHAPTER VII. 

CONDITIONS OF ERVICE IN PERSIA. 

ONE of the most remarkable institutions of Persia is the 
. ' "Modahil1." In plain Engli h, this mean a ten pel' cent 
c6mm'i sion; 111 it broadet' application, it means an allowable 

commission or percentage, exactt:d by everyone who buys for 
• another or does him any service or favor, aboye the co,·t of the 

purchase or the wages previously agreed on for the service. It 
may be objected that this is not a system peculiar to Persia. 
In a sense this is true. The world over men get what they can, 

and do something for nothing as rarely a po sible. But there 
are certain features in the 1l10dahlU, as pi'actised in Persia, which 
give it a character of its own, anll are a striking i1lustratio'u of 
life in that isolated land. In the fir t p'lace, tIle secret or open 

exaction of a commission for articles pUi'chascd by 'er v:~nts is 
e~ewhere confi·ned chiefly to household servants, amI is con
sidered to be a tram;action, if not di graceful, at lea t one to be 
kept secret. But in P ersia every employee demfLnc1 the right to 
add ·te.n per Cb 1t to the price of goods purchased for his ma ' ter, 

• 

a ld no one hesitate' to ~now: it ~o him'. Why not ~ It is a 
Cll tom establi hed by immemorial 11 age. If this were all, one 
might s t it down as aTf ordinary average expen e, and say no 
more ab'out it. But the dif!iculty a foreigner finds in ac? pting 
this usage lies in the fact tha,t he soon ~earns that the Per- • 

. sian servants not only purcha e inferior articl s and charge the 

price for the highest grade of article , but they add far mOl'e 
than the simple addition of a ten per cellt modahCil wou1d 
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warrant. ' T~u the employer, 'or rna tel', can only by 1 , e, Ull

. mitting, and vexatiou vjO'jlance red.uce· the 0 - alled mo ahUl 

to a reasonable average of 10 

STROLLINO, ltiU I IANS, WI'l'H DANCING ~lONKEY , 

Nothing can exceed the eunning of the e Pel' ian servant . . 
Their endeavors to st'eal a penny here or 'a pen~y there are so 
con tant, and oft n' so inO'eniou . that one rnig'bt easily believe 
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they sat uP' all night to d vi e means for defr~uding their 
rna ters. We had a cook who .eyen at T eheran wa notorious for 
'hi craft and "many . One day he tateJ 'that he had all" oppor

tunity to bnya tm-key from a countryman for a low price. It 
wa' true, he aid, that it was a Rmall b ird for a turkey, but a 

any rate it was tooth OOle an.d tender, - that he con1el vouch 

for; and all things con'ielcl'eeI, it was chealwr than a chi ken. 

Would' we ha\'e it ~ The answer being ill the affi rmative,. the 

turk y was f)erveel to us at dinn er. Thc appearance of the fowl 

was su picious both as. to size and 'hape, anel tl18 first application 
of the knif-e showed it to be an old anel 1 at11 ery hen. ' The 

, rogue had procured it fo r a mero song, and by passing it ~ff 

a ~ turkey pl'oposed to put the elifferel1 ce in his pocket. 
On another occasion he played a tri ck which came near to 

~o .ting him dear with hi s fe11ow- ervant . A cattle disease ~as 
prevailing, which in the absen'e of sar itary law made it dan- ' 

gerous to purcbaso t.he beef for sale in the market. We there-

' fore restricted our elves to ?1utton and game, - wllich wa no 

severe hardship, a both are abundant and x0011ent at T eheran; 
and we gave strict orders ~hat no beef should be brought on, our 
table; either roa t, or disguised in the form of ran'out, or oup. 

Many were the times this varl t of a cook sourrht to palm off 
the forbidden meat for ome other, 'for from the very fa~t of its 

being diseased it wa the cheapest meat in' the market. When

ever the cheat £], detected we s nt the dish back to the co k, 
with the word tHat it was a "pishkesh," - that is, a present; 

by ,yhich we meant we would not .pay for it. And yet though . ' 

often aetected and made t pay for . his trick , the fellow nevel' 

c~a ed racking his brain for ,orne new deyice. For example, -
a ham having' been boil d for the table,' he ~ndertool on the 
following ay to s rve up the broth as mutton oup. The decep

tion being discovered, ' he g, ve' the soup to hi u~su pecting 
fellow-servants.' They w re all Mahom tan and of COUl' 'e 
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would have rejected it if aware of jt!:j chanlcter. But on the 
fo llowing d~y they learned the facts; and after vqnting th~ir 
:rage on the cook Loth in words and bI0.w8, they all took an 
emetic, and purified thcmselycs at the public bath. .\'iThen no 

other 'means of deceiving occUlTed to his wily bl'rin, he had a 

way of being sent £01' to his hOllse, either because his child was 
ill or dead, or one of his wi\'cs, 01' because of some otllCl' phnisi

ble exigency. Thus cx~us i ng himself from prl' pal'ing.dini1cr for 

us, he would -then assist at t.he cooking of a stol te cntcrtninnrent 
at one of the other k gatiollS OJ' a. P ersi" n mngnatc's, :)'IHI make 

his modaln11 thero. This is a. common dodce at T ehcl'lUl among 

'th~ best cooks . 
. Among i'.O many sen ·ants as ono is ouligod to employ ill 

Pm'sin . it ev idently follows that 011 0 is constantly bllsy watc1.!ipg" 
their flti.cmpt); fit cheating. T he helHj·sen 'ant , or 1ll 11jor·domo, is . 
called tho "naze~r." It .is flSS llll1 ed that if he is cap<1.ble, · the.,. 
modahGl, or commission, with its attendant exorbitant demands 
and leakages, will be conflncd to his aCC01lnts, But thi s is fllr 

frum being the fact. If one has unlimited means at his di sposal , 
and 'prefers to pay three times the yalue of articles in' llis llOuse

hold expenses ratller than have llis repose or time infringed 
upon, this is ycry well. But if economy is essentia.l , t.hen pre- ' 
pure for :\ steally battle with all your sen 'ants in P ersia . 111ey 

are respectful, good-natUl:ed, not unwill ing to work, and 80ine
t imeJ display' real fideli t.y and attachment. t.o their masters; am! 

SOlne nf tl1 em may be relied upon 110t to pi lfer, . They bear 

rebukes meekly, which is a great point, and are often i~ every 
res}">ect but one model serva,nts, n ut the)~ all lie unco~sc""iona.bly, 
and all to the last man claim the modahUl or take it, which in 
thi ~ case means as ml..\ch beyond the allowable ten per cent"os 
they can ju~gle out.of the mast.er, or of causing the price of arti~ 

cles sold to him to be r~i sed to cover the ten per cent the vender 
must pay to' them, European residents in 'Pel'sia have boon 
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, . obliged to adopt the system of pa:y-ihg wages some.what above 
th.ose giv:en by Persian gentle.Qlen, .and allowing the servants 
to. board themselves. As all these domestics are married, as a

matter of cour e, they do not object to this plan, and it certainly 
ofI:'el's less opportunities for stealing. The domestics of a large 
household take turns to sleep at home. . 

One of the most difficult departments to manage in a hou e
hold in Persia i · that of the stables. As- excepting to a limited 
degree at the capital and two or three other cities - . the only 
mean of locomotion is aD horseback, and as a ('ertain degr~e 

. of style is essential when riding abroaJ, not only foJ' a. tentatio~ 
. 'but for security a~ well, al,ld becaus of the extensive arrange-
. meryts neces ary in going even a short . distance, it i ' t11e cu -
t~m to . h~ve many horses, which fortunately are both ' good and 
c1t~ap. This presuppose a proportionate number of retainer 
for 'this service alone, esta bli hed by immemorial u, age. There 
i fir t the mii-ahor, or querry, who ha. geneml supenri ion, and 
i I' pan ible for the purchase and dispensing of t\le provend r 
as w 11 as for th condition of the hal' es and the ' table . Under . . 
him is the gileodar, or leading outrider, who },>roceed . in the van 
of the cavalcade and clears the way: in a larO'e menage he ha a 
num bel' of mounted as i tant. The hostlel: of cour e plays -an 
important part jn a P ersian stable. H e is entitled 'to a chagi1'd, 
or prentice as istant, for ev ry four hal' e in hi charD'. He 
lodg s in the sta ]e on a raised earthen platform, and ha the 
privilege of keeping fo\vl in the table. It i pos ible, al 0, that 
he has for a fello~-companion a pig, or even a wild boar. It i . .. 
a superstition of the Persian , although they will not eat wme., 
that the unclean atlimal is d irable ~n a table, having som(;) oc
. cult influence ov r the hal' e. It is ther fore not uncommon 'to 
find a pig in. a Persian table. A young wild bam: was 'pre ented 
to me, - a wild, unkempt, roaring bat, - which had no tam- ' 
able in tincts. I put him in th stable, and there he stayed 
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content, un~il a kick from one of th~ h r ett]e'd his de tiny; 
4- friend of mine likewise kept a y0ung boar in his stable. 
Th . boar and his riding hoI' e became friends; whenever the 

. gentIem~n went to ride, the boar followed after like a dog', 
with wild queaks of delight. One day they met a troop of 
wild boar, and this young bmiT found their society so con
genial that he forsook civilized ways and returned to his native 
wood '. . 

The horses used in Persia are im-ariably stallions ; . but al- · 
though spirited, they rarely exhibit tIle vicious fire of stallions 
in Amer?ca. 'rhey are gentle, and accident · with them are 
rare. 1 a eri this partly to the fact that .they are co:nstantly 
in conta t wi en, ,,·ho sleep with tll D1 and treat them kindly, 
almost as if they were human. . 

Th~ Persians blanket th?ir horses very heayily,· even. ,in 
ummel', whi h is contrary to our usage. But I am convin ed 

that they und rstand yery ~vell the art of caring for horse , 
although fOl'eiO'nel's who live in Persia are in the habit of de
crying the km'),Y]edg'e of the native on this ,·ubject. But. the 
Per 'inns for thous:mtls of years have reared bi'eeds of horse 
UnSlU])a 'sed for excellence : this cannot ? e entirely tll ,re ult 
'f accident. There are no stalls in the stables; t11e manger 

are simply ape1'ture in the sides of the mud walls. The horse 
are tethered to pikes in the floo~' of the stable. In winter, the 
table is clo ed and dark; in ummel', the mangers are in the 

garden. walls, under the tr es. The summer stable of' a Persian 
nobleman re emble, a camp of ea aIry . 
. ' It is a, singular cu tom of P er ia tHat a criminal may alwa.ys · 
find ab olute protectiqn by seeking refuge in ~ table. It matters 
not· whether it be the' stable of a king or of his meane t subject. 
The fugitive from ju tice' leep at the foot of the master's favor-
ite hoI' whil he remain there, the owner of the stable mu' t 
£ ed him: 0 one can harm him, not even the ~overeign him-
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elf can touch a hail' f his had, while he ch o· s to l' main in . . . 
that a ylu~, The or~gin of thi en tom is lost in ob curity, but 
most probably has o~e r lation to early nomadic habit,. 

It . i a pity that thfl curity o:ff~red criminal in P rsian sta
ble could not al 0 b extend d to the general management of 
t~e provisions for the hoI' es. Everyone connected with 'a Pey-
ian stable eeins to be in con piracy with hi a ociates to plun

d r the ~nD tel' in ev 1')',. po sible way. Fir t, they Legin by 

trying to make him pay for mor~ provi ions than have ben' 
delivered, or they charg 11im double the amount of the yalue. 
Then they give the horse. Ie f:l than theu' nece ary rations, and 

continue t~is un~i1 the Ii r e .. how that tlJey are und rfed. If 
d tected in this, they ""j)l so'metim mak hol e in th back of 

tlJ.J:l manO' l', and while they put the full arnolD1t of barl y iuto the 
Il}.ang 1', half of it pel'hap ' . lip tl11'ough the hole and is cauo·ht 
by an accomplice outsid the table. If the d or of the ·table 

-i locked at. sunset, and tIle key retlU'ned to the p eket of the 
master, the ho tIer will ari ' at midnight and lower a baD' of 

tolen plunder from th top of the wall to' c011federate waiting 

out ide. Clever mean are al 0 taken to ilijlU'e th blanket; 
haJter , or saddle , in ord l' that he may ma~e a cornmi sion out 
of the man who repair .01' r place them. Whenever it i po
sibl , th hostler will al 0 bring his friend into the stable to 

Ie p th re, or admit humbl trangers coming t th city, who 

in consideration of such entertainment pay ~rn part of what 
they' would otherwi e .hav to pay if they lodg d at a cara

v:an ary ; or they carry off orne of th proyend l' and divide 
th proc ed with him,· or they find an opportunity t rob the 
hous~ during the ·night. I rernernb l' on one 0 a ion one of 

my rvant, who had a grudg again t th h tl r, came. ;to 
me ju t after I had retir d for th night, and told m in great 

s crecy that I might d ,,~ll to rep at the rounds I took every 
night about the pIa , Taking with me .the ,corporal and two 
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ldi r , I rep ai {. d to th tabl . I pu '1 d the door p n . ' 

d IiI" but disc. 1'11 d nothino- peculiar by . tIt lio-ht of th ~ ~ 

lantern; through .a chink in the' door of the ba ·k stable, however, 

a br1 0 'ht light s emed to illdicat that 150111 ~thjD()' Ullcann wa 

o-oing 'on ,,·ithin. On blU'stinO' open that door, six arm d rllffian 

w ]'~ l' ycaled, qui ~t1y . moking ,,·itll the hostlc)·. They wel:e 

o a tOlU1t1ed by om' appearmH.:e tlt:l,t tll ey dm' d mak 110 re

'i tan('('. By my orders the I:loldierl:l Hl1 eeremoniou.'ly e,ie ted 

both them and the 110, tIer from the prel1lil:le~. It is needl ' 

to ay that he forfeited a month's wager; that wa due him at 

the time. 
Altbougll Persian servant ar not ill-natul' el, it 'seem diffi-

. cult for a mun bel' of them to liv togetber in the . ame hou 'e

hold "'ithout 'quent qualTels, which give much trouble -to *e 
rna tel'. Di. . betw en the seryants of riyal hon are 

aloof ii· 'luent OCCUlT nre. \Vhile ill the former ca thi ha 

the advantage of reducinrl' the arhouut of stealing, ,inasmuch a 

one ' ITant will i' 'port the misdeeds ,of' a11ot11 r , yet it is on the 

wh Ie one of th mo t eri us in 'ony niene of life in Persia; 

and aft r the 0 emr nee of everal yiolent affi:ay. , I wa ~io-ed 

to t~ll my . ervant tbat a reI tition of the e di turbance would 

1'e ult 1n their 10sinO' my prote tion. Quarrels among the er-

vant of the ame 11 hold ar oft n du to th fact that th 

d me ti not inf'1' quently 1Jelong to rliff l' nt religiou eets. 

My be t s "rvant wa a member of the sman M ahQmetan en 

, all d Aleolahee, and , all the ther dome tic eemed to fe, L 
. bound to per ecn.te him in e~ery ' po sible ~ann r, hoping thu 

to au ill xpul ion. C 

an in tane of the difficultie w had to enco.unter from 

till ure, I may mention an incident that 0 urred during the 
u ' 1' th::tt I wa livinO'· at the village of J ef, raba~. Om re i-

d n ' e wa on on id f a mo~ntain stream; on the oppo ite 

side was the coun~ry eat ' of the moth r of th Zil-i-Sultftn, 
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oldest son of the ~ah. She came to tlIe country one . day, iD.;
t.endiug to rem~ul some we~k " ' he' ¥yas attended by a hl~ndred 
ervan'ts; many of them were. Lutees, or profes ional black

guards, and all were inflate,d with a sen 'e of the importance 

of tl~e service in which they were ellO'aged. A number of these 
fellows crossed the brook and began to· insult the vvife of my 

hostler. Several of my servants flew to dIe reFwue, and, in ' the 
melee that succeeded they were rong-bly ' hantlled hy the up
l:ior numbers of the sern mtH of the Prulce. s. One lmd two teeth 
knocked out, another IflHt a finger, and a third 'was ,'e rerely . 
b,rui ed. The. circumstances were such as to require prompt 

action. I ilnmediately dispatched o~u' moonehee to the Minis
ter of ' F ot eign Affair , r pres nting that bad blood had been 

, excited betv,reen the domestics of t]le t,,·o households, ' which 

t~reatened further colJisions, and perhap a riot, UJIles immedi.ate 
attention were given to tbe matter. The Minister, who at the 
time was at th palace of the hall, immecliately, with com
p1endable promptne s, return ed to his reAidence, " 'hieh was near 
that of ' the Prince " and proceeded to try the ring~ead er , al-
.though by this time it was ten o'clock at night. Three of the 
, rvants of the Prince s w i'e found guilty of disorderly condu~t, 

and were ummarily th1'a hed by torchlight und l' the tl:ee , and 
on the follov,rifl:g day the Princess ent ov l' h ]:. apol~D'i es and 
regrets. 'rhe re ults were salutary. No other difficultie . oc
curred b tw en the two household during th~ remaind l' of 

the sea. on. 
Up n another occa ion a erv~nt of the United tates draD'o-

... ~an be ~me in:volv d ' tn a dispute with an old villager, an.d 
broke two of his ribs. It wa~ imme<;liately ' reported that the 
old man was kill d, and he certain) y had a narrow e' ape 
with his life. The p ople in J efe1'abad were wild with excite
ment; the faplily of the injured man filled th streets with 
screams; the whple village a1' e as one man' they fl~w to the 

• 
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hou e of the dtagoman. He was a lu'i tian and a European, 
and ? nee part of the popular fury wa du~ +,0 f~atiei m: He 

caped by the back door, and repaired to the hou e of one of 
the 'eel' taries' of the FO~'eign Office. The IJeople followed him 
thit)ler, and a tremend~us clamor arose, which bega~ to. take 
form -in a cry that as they could not get 1 os e sion of· the 
dral'l'oman thoy wouM storm the Legation it elf. rrhey weI' . 

blind ,yitll rage, and cared little who were the victim of their 
vengeance jf only they \vere Christians and foreigners. A all 
thi occurred ten miles from' the capital, there were no troop. 
at hand ,,·ho could bo ' sUlllmoned in time to quell the .eli turb
anee. The ~fjllistcr of Foroiern Affairs, who liyed aero" the 

brook, sent i:l lHlsty me engel' to warn .me to be on my guard . 
. agaim,t an attack. This was not an ea.sy affair, fo): the ground . 

of the Legation were e:s:tcnsiYe, and ('ould pe entered at many 
points; but I ordered om small corps of fifteen guards I to load 
their J11.11skets ",ith .b811, nnd llistributec1 them to the three rno t 

• important point:.;. I 3:lso loaded the Spencer rifles alld revolver 

I .had bronght with me, to be placed in tlH~ hai1c1s of the servant,) . 
who, it mu::;t be saill to their credit, show .d no hesitation at this 
critical time. The mob was already moving towards my gat, 

.when it was finally topped by the strenUOllS ex~rtions of the 
Mini tel' of F oreign Affairs, aided by a reI ort that .the P!1ysi
ci~n whom I had eli patched to the wounded man stated tha~ 
hi wounds 'wete not fatal. ,Vhen . the rage of ~he villager 

was om what abated, they eontented themselves with a fu'm 
derpand through the ketkhodah, or governor of the vill.a~e, that 
the ervant who had cau ed thi. trouble should b delivered 
up by me for s:ummary. puni hment. Fortunat~ly, the action 
of the servant had been such as to make it easy ·for me to . 

. ' 1 By tlie request of the Persian Government, all the Legations at TeherCm a.re 
provided with soldier;, detailed qUl)rterly from the garrison. The Russian legation has 
no less than forty. Our Lp{!;atioJ:\ bad fifteen in SU I mer and thirteen in winter. 
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evade thi s demand. I had rea on to b Ii ve tha:t he wa th .. . . 
ofF nd r iu thit:; cat:; , but till ~vould not hav ,prey nted him 

from d[ljming- l'J.'ot etion ' C1H a United tat S' p1'ofege, at lea t 

until h e slJould lu\'v a fair trial , had he llOt fOlfeited thi ricrht 

by :8y ino. to n }\hhonlPtan Hllrine, f<ll' refl1ge~ in tead of s.e k

ing' j)]'otediol) 1'I11(ler the Americ'(lll flag. I th r efo1' diRavowed 

~liJ1J , (lnd ltf' 1'CJ1Willed ill tll(' asylul1l 1)<, h acl l'lOUgllt until I'll 
victim hacl reco \'er ed. 'rlw affair was then ('ompoullC1ed for a 

'maIl lUll ·of moury, (mu h e " 'ent forth H ~'ree mun aga.in, but 

waR forbidden to 1'<.'-e11 te1' the :-;(>1'\'i('e of hi fl formcr lllastt"r. 

:nother in <: icl (~ nt ('harn('teristi(' of the iw;ta hili ty of the dis

,1' t:;ition of the Per~iall lllClSS s to\\'Hrc1s for('ign('r~ Hn<l Christian 

oeeurrecl just. h efore my "r1'i"(l1 at T 'eh db!. .A sirk llle)l(1irnnt 

tlppli ed for aid at tlw 1IOIl Rt' of ~Ir, ~f'lSOlI, al l Engli:-;ll r esilent, 

R h e p l'si~ tecl in hj~ dema.wI. , Mr, ?\ ('I SOl I orc1 ('ren hi .. servant 

to put the man Ollt. TIt (, l)egg'Hr lay clown ill the trect before 

th gate, llllahl t' to lllO\' t', Hnd (lieu there, - HjljJa1'f'ntly from 

ROl'no h emt troll hlp, for it cloeR 110t appetll; thnt the sorvants 

t r ated him roug·hly. Bnt one of the Lut 'CS, or SOli S of Belial, 

who abolllld tlWre, :-;preau the r port that it was tlle result of 

jlJ-treatm ent b y " <\ lui tin.n dog." The neig:hh01'lwoJ t ok 

fir and a furious IDol) bnr, t . open }\fl'. N eli-;oll ', ' g:lt R. They 

Rack d the hous , d stroyed the f1ll1litl1l'e, Hnc1 b at Mr. N el on 

and hi ' wife, lasing' thenl for deail. ueh e"rnts a. the e t each 

. the Emop aDS 'r esiding" in P er t:;iR that they need to b nr tb CID

s lve 'with gr at r,iJ'(:nIDsp {'tion. During tll inRmr ction of tll 

M:achde in the oudan, the nnderclIJT ilt .of fan ati ciRm in P 1'sia 

wa ncil that man T f , ih foreio'ner ' at T eh eran }jyed under 

con tant app h nsion of a ri , ing that ~ould m u th rna 'saCl'e 

of. a11 hri t:;tian in P rsifl. Nor ,yer their ar ' groundl 

The ]~ abitual ill hon ty f t1.e P er ian rvant i indicated 

in nothincr more hara t ri ticnlly th(m in th diffi 'ult we fOtmd 

in.procuring pur . ilk. 'Thi difficult f OW" , 0 CUl'S every-

11 
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where; but in our citie , at lea t, the e ar law I' gulating the 
a1 of mille, and the per on found 'guilty ' f selling imP1:1re 

oi' wat r ~ milk is liable to fine ar d punishJ?ent. ~ t it is 
'quite otherwis iu Persia. Having' exhau ted every other mean 

for outaining tho pure arti 'le, we d cieleel to have the cow 
brought to the house and. milked there. vVe found that the 
ervant ,u.'cceeeled in wat ring the milk while it wa ' beinO' 

urouO'ht a,C)'01:iS the ya),d to the hou 'e. Then we had t~e cow 
milked. under the window, aud th milk ",vas handed ' in throug'h 
the window. When ~he ervants fQuud that ,ve had got the 
better of th Jll, the} caused the cow to be lllilkeel bet 
cam, and. tlJen alleged that it wa1:i impo siblb to fin 
that \\'oul<1 o'ive sufficient milk; t11i1:i in oreler to forc . 
end ut fo), the elaily upply of milk a before. We finally . 

hit upon Cln expeJientj'or uringing the ra, C\als to term. All th~ 
ervants were summon d, and emphatically informed that not 

one of them hould receive the customary pre~ent of clothes 
and money at the N Rooz if we had any fllrther difficulty in" 
regard to the milk. They all saw the point, for suc~ a plan 

obliged t110se who \Yere not in the conspirac to defraud us to 
, . 

r l?ort ag(lil~st the other . After tlllS the upply of milk wa 
abundant and (1'ood. 

A large establishment in P er ia includes not only'the servants 
actually employed, but al 0 their families, a , contrary to cu~tom 
in European countries, 'Per ian ervant are invariably married, . 
no matter what may be th ir age. A mere youth of sixteen ha 
his wife and children; if older, he has perhap two or three 
wive. TIm a hou ehold that includ • only fifteen ervant may 
ea ily represent a community of from eighty to one hund.r . d per-
on , - which is e pecially the ca e with a Legation or a high 

diO'n'itary, -1'e embling th~ feudal hou e of olden time,S. All this 
little community look up to it rna tel' a to a protector and. lord. 

Whenever one f the 'ervants marne , - and this occurs oft ~ 
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Hough, -then .he xpect a pre ent for hi wedd.in~; then th 
bride mn t wait on the mi tre s of the hon ehold, and · in tUTn . . . 
receive a pre ent. If a child i born, another pre ent i ex-
p cted; and if a phy iciun is needed, the interpo ition of th 

. rna ter is again requir d, witll a note to the doctor reqn stinO' 
him to call at the house of the patient. The authority of the 

head of such a household is practically patriarcha1. Almo t 

daily . orne case is Lrought before him requiring his interpo-
itiorr. Whi,18 this system adds to the diO'nity of' a hous hold, ' 

it i also attended with inconveniences. The matter of givin 

presents, for ex~~mple, is one that a foreigner find, very annoy~ 
i~g, Lecau. e it is a custom pre"ailing ill all the grades of P er
ian 'ociety, a;nd often places the re('jvi,ellt in a ' dilemma by 

obliging him to give a ,pecunittry gift in return, which amount 

, ,to a pecies of blackmail; for if he declines to accept the gift 
and reciprocate-with on of at least equ:al "alue, he loses in the 
-e 'fimation of the people, and eon equent~y also in infl~enc . 

One can better understand how tilis may be whell illiormed 
that it is the en tom of the Pel'sians to pay their s rvant in pru·t 

, (whether in public or private service) by the fees ree ived in 

turn for gifts or favors rendered. 'Thus, a P er"jan gentleman 
, nd ~ present of game or . of fruit to a friend. rr he receiver i 
exp cted hand omely to rew,~rd ·th.e servant who takes the present; . 

that 1 , with a pecuniary fee, or an arti ·le of price proportioned 
to the rank of the donor. 'fhi £ e belon O's to the ervant, and 

i ~cc pted by hin in li u of wages from his master. The latter, 
i~ turn, likewi, e l' wards th servant of hi fi'iend on a imilar 

oc asion; and thus the · account i pre umably squared. The 
high r the rank of a man, the more l~e makes out' of sn It a 

y tern, £ l' th~ larO'er is the' number of tho .e b low him ~hQ, 
on re eivino- his g.ift , mu t gi v in' proportion to hi superior.' 

. rank. . N n.tura.lly, th 0 e1' ign find ,th cu tom m re profitable 

than any f hi , ubj ct., ~d h"i areful t take e~ ry ad an-

" 
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tao' of a ~ ao' that p1'acti a11, add laro' 1 T t the onomy 11 

i oblig d to p1'a·ti ' , 
The alariE's \\'hi h hi tfaJ ty pays to his high ffic 's are 

. f~' b low what they a1' obIio' d to speml in ord.r to :maintain 

the tlispla - required. in a country so 013te~1tHtious . But t11 y ar 

xl~ -ted to add. to their l' Y81lU by practi in o' th o'ift 
in a mann I' . judi iou a at once to incr ~a e their wealth and. 

properly u ·tai1l the public int 1'e t. 'rhis m<l:'" be done, we 

will uppose, in the ca e of .a cabinet Illinister, eith('1' Lr , ending 

PI' . ellt or selling' offices to those who eom withill th rang.>' 

of his appointing power. This is not eall d " sel1illg' offic '," but 
rather a quid pro quo Hrrm!O'('mellt, in whieh r,ll' appointee agr e 

to l1tH..- his e. timat(' of the £3,\'01' o·iYell to him 1y a 'pI' per pe

CUlUUl':- r 'turn, -;L Inu(lable sy.'tem, wllich he ill tm·n . pr.a ,ti eH 

on his und.prling,.;. 

The 'hah who de. ires to ,Hl(l tu the salary of one of his 0$-

eel" does not do it by actually paying him an additional um, 

but he, deputes him to (' fln)' a la''/lU, or royal )'011e of honor, 
to some wealth)' dignitary who is known to be able and willing

to pay a round snm for n, mark of royal fFlvot' tha.t greatly 
in '1' ases his fame and influence in the community where 11 

re i~es, - for th~t is the re ult of such an act of high conde cen-
. ion from the" A 'ylum of the l niyer. e." The resulting' benefit' . 

is th1' fold: the rec.eiYer of the gift is gratified beyond m am; 

tb officer who carri e. the gift is pfea ed by a pecuniary rewa~'d 

that perhitp . balances a salary already in arrears; and th~ hah 

ha. made grateful ubj ct , and. covered into the .royal treasury 

t.he um due to a faithful ervant. Thi system could not w 11 
adopted in 'our country; but it is not to be indi criminately 

cond mned, a it has it advantage in a government like that 
of Persia. 

The hah a1 v aV,ails himself of the eu tom of sellinO' office to 

the highe t bidd 1', and 'thu add very mat rially. to his reve-
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nue. . 'l;'hi, how vel', i· don with di crimination, - a I' a onabl . . . 
con id rati l} for the welfare of the Empire b .inO' .includ d in tb 

'e~e ·tion mad. The po 'ition of Premier, for example, is not 

giv n to anyone who ml:ty offer tbe higLest sum for the p t; 

hut of two or three who ;u·· be. t qualifi f:Jd for it, that one is 

'el cted w~lO i · pl'epared to make the laro'est pr ent to th 

Shall. ontn'u'Y to wllat one might tllink, tbi CURto i It t 

opposed to p -'l'IHanenc in office. If a hiO'h official continue to .' 
' . 0 . 

o·jve atisfaetion, he i" often permitted t I remain fQr many year', 

. provided he il:l abl e to make n nt1uahl e annual pecuniary presf:Jnt 

to hi . Maje::;t~- . The Jat/-' }[illi~te\' of Foreio'D Affairs served the 

ov rnment np\Yaraf.\ of, thirty-six y ear ::;, being ~raduany ,pro

mot. d to 'the po. itlon he held for the last twenty year' of hi ' 
lif,. The »1'(:,:-;(-,1It P1'inw 'Minister enteretl office when h . wa ' 

£ft Em, his fntber h ing High 1"ro<lsu]'('1'; and he ·has no\\' be n 

in teady sen-ice for near]r sixty y ears. The ('oneIll ion one 

arrive a t, on )'(-'fiecting npon 'uch a sy:;;tem, i that no form' of 

O'ov rnmellt ip, wholly bad or wholly good. In our own country, 
~hi b we me ::Iceustomed tv thiuk happy in the po sesrsion of a 

p rfect political machinery, offices ~re 110t openly 1 ought and 

'old; but on the other hand it ma.tters not ' how faithful or u efu1 

a public servant may prove, he nlU~t retire to private life .at the 

end of a brief' period, or i · uujee t to the whims and capric . of 

the head of a d~partmen t, w110 diHposeH of the office to .. one who 
may give him impo~tant infiuenee in his ' Pre idential a piration . 

rrhere i little to ,h ose heh '-eon the two, 0 far a the country 
at large i concerned,-wruch would perhaps b Ie likely to 

sUffel fro ' 'the Persian s)"stem thap from our . 

In spite 'of the political corruption that ha been practis,ed in 
P ersia -£ r m~ny ag " he b3. contrived to 'exi t. for upw.ard of 

thr e 'thousand y ar ; her people are a happy on th average as 
other people, and 'he ontinu to hvw great r euperative vitality; 

while a coun~'y like England, with a liberal onstitutional govo
' 
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mm nt iO'n of d it wHiliri J " tpa,n t~ th 11S~tnd y ar', . . 
and th politi'al cO~Tuption in OUT ountI' ha ' J' ad~ d ucb 

O'io'antic dimensions a. to ('I' at in th mind of UJ:' wi t and 

mo~t patriotic citizen ' al1 int n e comrietion of th 

":;it:- of a 'pe dy and mdiM1 corre('tion of the yil. 

. uch , ntiment' will be coffed at by tllos(~ op6mist who a urn 

that agitation nete:;snrily meam; lH'alth, and thHt all charg me!l-D 

pI' O'res. . It i ' :~tj(l that there is 110t. muth patrioti sm in Per .ia; , 

that it , officials are <:'nt i1' 1y ab~oJ'bed in ~elf-ag-grandizement. It . 

may be '0; bnt i::; ther any more Imtriotisnl :unong tho poli-. 

ticians ngag-<,cl .jD the eyerla tino' '('ramble to reach OUT hall ' 

of C )ng-re~~, and i not ey ry act C!f too UlHny of our ena or 

and repre 'E'ntatiYes in. tigated by a Oll ideration of. what will 

. b neDt themseh-e' imuyidually than proye to b for the be t · 

good of all ~ .. 
Let us be JURt, 40'iYeye1'. It mar be granted that our politi

cal n;tem is of a more elevated tharHcter than that of P ria, 

because, whil tLo re:mlts are often nnsati -factory; it aim at a 

higher ideal. W haye a standard of political rectitud " and 

<?cca ionall~- we hay public sen -ant who live up to it; but 

I erl)ja lIa .. no Fmcb ."tandard and no 'uch men, and the ab n 

of . u('h a .. tandard makes public officer::; there ('are far 1E. to a -

urn the appearance of virtu :> tllan is th ca. in the Unlt.ed 

tat " In consequ nee, th re i a e rtaiTh anwur pro pre itb. . 

11 which i not found there, and the ab nee of whie}) , 
men th 1'e to 'onduet them elve ometim in a mann l' W 11-
niO'h imp,), 'ille among the Europ an raee , where ev n a , lln
dr I prat f honor. Thi l' • uIt, it m t b added,. prinO' a1 0 

from th p culiariti of th . ); nta1 'bara t l', and th fact that 

men who ar.e taught · to n id r th m I v th . lav f an 

ab olut m narch rath l' than fr e eitiz n a1' 1'ar"ly m v d b 

a high f h n r. W find thi , a d gr, mplified 

aloin Ru ·la. Alth u h npminally Europ an and hri tianR~ 
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the subj ct .of th White . zar, e n ~ the higb e t rank , h w 

little' of that d licate chivalry which distingui' he ' th'e g ntleman 

in th I' European countri s, and fi'om the monarch to the rf 
are apable of a ts which would be impo ' ·jble el 'ewh re in 

CJ;1ri t ndom. Being in fact neitl18r E uropean nor ' Asiatic , 
and laves of an arbitrary monarch, they po 'se 's neith I' the 
chivah'Y of Elll'ope nor the refined quali ties which enable lJ , 

Per ian gentl eman partially to red em the au ence of chival-, . 
rou. tmi ts in hi own character. 

I can best illustrate t~le radical difference between the Ori-, 
ental and the Occidental by two 0 1' three typical incidents. The 
M. hmendar, or cut rtainer of the guests of" tll 'hah, who re
ceived me on ar1'iving in Per 'ia, and accompallied me to the 
capital, wa a man of agreeable dispo: ition. He had lived many , 
y ar ' in EUl'ope; he 'poke Freneh wi tll facility, and hi man- . 
n r weI' easy and gTaceful. 011 brief aequaill tance, on would . 

. ha et him down a a gentlemml eompal'ill O' favorably with 
g ntlemen and men of affair~ in E lll'oy e; and it wa ea y to 
b Ii ve that he would re ' nt any attempt to present him with 
a trifiin O' gift ·a a recompen e for the service he rendered o:th-

ially for hi Government, and for which he h<Ld, PI' wnably 
b n comp n ated by the Shah. Thi ' would have been the ' 

c n In ion reach d by one unacquainted 'with o1'i ntal charac

t r; but my xp ri nce in the E a t 1ed me to think otherwi e. 
I £' It that it would b a£ r t ventlU' to offer him an fficial 

til than t? 1'i k offi nding him by howing too mu h d licac in 
th matt r. n arriving at Teh ran, I ther fote PI' ' nted him 

, wi h n Vf . addl and bridle I had brought t . jth me. He 

h w d . n .t th IiO'ht t he itation at the prop al f u h ·a 
PI' nt, but l' t'tu'n d th G dille after inS} ti'D , on the pI a 

. that it wa hopworn, and ~at out of re pe t to m h w ~]d 
PI' £ I' .n t t . h w to hi fri nd a O'ift at m d to b un-
worthy of a Mini t j. f th Unit d tat . A th addl wa 
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. ntil' 1y n w . and in) rf-e'tl): (rood cowH,ti n, I ::;a'" at qnc~ tlU\,~ 
hi. obj t ~a to r c iYe. a. 1I1.Ore 'valu3,bl fll' (1,' lit, pos io1 in 

the hape of money. 1 therefore sellt the ::;addle ba k t@ hhil 

with a m essaO'e that I did not n oed in ::; tnH'tioll:-; <1:-; to wIla kind 

of a pre 'n t I 8hon1u give, mHl that ht' ong:ht to be thankful than 

I haa l't'memh red him at all. A EUJ'op eall ( )'~)}t] elllan, who 

mio'ht hHye been C omm] for t en Years, alHl heM the rahk o:f o • 

e'ne1'a] cu)(l R e(' iYcr of the Ro~· n] O n(',.; t ,.;, to whom such a 

message :-;hould be sent, woulu prob ably reply witb a chal

lenge ; hut I ]mc1 Dot mi -taken th ori en tnl eharacter. 'rhe 

HadJle \Va:-; nrcepteu with <t profnj·;ion of th:mks. '· 

A similar case was that of cl prominent officin} at.. T abreez. 

H e had un Hitm'c::I t iOl I with an Engli sh gell 'tt'Ul an, ,u;(l r epeat-
, ... 

edly calle(l t ll e other H liar to' hi s face', TIl t' Eng'lisll iunn , wlro: 

se met1 not to he aequainted with orienta'] ('IIHmete1'," nt .\.tim:. 

a note dem;mc1ilJ g either <.Lil apo1(wy or thnt h e sho.lllu a<: eep~'. 
a challenge to fight. The P e-rHian was lJot , l t',()\\'(lJ'(l, - ~ew:: 

P el'SiallR Clre poltroon H, - ; 1mf the idea of ri Fikinfl' hi::; life hecau 'f}, 
he ~I a~l ealled another nut;) a li :u~ H~ell1_0d ' to him preposterOl.l 'rr 

R::; it wou]J. to ,ome En~opea,nH' amI Am cl'i cUJ1s as well , who' 

do n ot accep t the absurdities of the duellist's r,oue. 

. ." I fight! " said he ; "what shall I fight fo), 't l .only called 

• hi ~n a liar , and now' h e wants ~e to fight him ; never wa any~ 

thing more ahmru ~ " 

" W ell," 'aid the gentleman who took the Dote to him, 'i h 
a.r you will llave to iig'ht him ; ther e' i · no WHy of getting 

out of it. I t will never do to call an EDfI'iish fl'ent1 man a 

liar." " 
" But I 'ay I won't fight," r plied th (th, 1'. 

" Then you mu t apolo()'ize:" 

" Apol giz ! 'what 10 he m an by apoloO'izing ¥ ". 
" Why, tak it all back, and ay that you ar orry that yon, 

ca\} d him a liar, - that i wl1rLt it m an '." 
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" I that all ~ " l' pli 'd the. P l' ·ian: . "f ur I'll apQl -
£riz ; l 'll ,y whatev l' h wish s me to ay. I. lied wh n I 
called hlm a li~" I ' am. a liar, ,the '011, 'of a liar:, and the' g1'and- . 
on or' liar. 'What m re does he want me 'to ay ~,, ' ' 

T o l' 'tm:n to the suLj e~t of ervice in P ria" A ide fr m th,e 
fa,ult ,inherent in the ?haI:actel' of it. 'erva~t, the y tern ,j ' 
att nd d 'with another gr at abu 'e, 'cyhich r ult ' in n ou ill

jury to the country. 4-enophon, ,desc~'jbino. in a pa 
. "A}1abasi " t4e visit of' a 'p r :jan djo'llit~}'y to th 

i:iay that" he came attend d, by ~any serv.ant , .aR 
tbm. with Pel: i.ai~S." T4i "u tom continue with sc~·c 1y any: 
ab'at men~ to the, pre ent day. This is partly a r ult of the 

fact that labor i . eh a ; ,partly, also', b cau e f w ori ntal 
" l'vant. are willin rr • to do mO"re than Olle thing, which may ·be 

'cau d'p rhap by.the Ia , itude of a tead} wa'rm ·limate,;. but 
it'i aI , doubtles,s.' du Yel:y ] a~'gely to ' that lov o~' sten.tati9~ ·· ' 

ommo;n to ·th Oriental. ' :Many ·of. the honsehold' ervant ' of ft 

, Per {an 0' l~tl eman 'are 1:'etain~d purely' for the' purPQ of addino' 
diO'nity to 'his 'po itj'(:m, and to (c('orp.pany him Whtlll h 
a,brml.d. 1'hi c1a" of n ;ant re~eiVB ' j10 wa:g' ,:'from him; 'but 

a \ hi retainel' th y and th ir familie 'a1' 'entitled to hi, pro.t tion, ' 

wlti h in a. coun try cqn titnted, like P l' ia j . a mattel f. prim .' 
imp l'tance. Th y pick up ·a liv Eho d by atinrr at th 0 n' 
tabl whi h ev 1'y. , r ian gentleman of rank rnaintain~, wh r 

th y and v'e~y a 'stn£r 'l1l ndi ant ~n~ santor~ may at any hour 

Tlav a:plai'n di h (mutton and pill~u o~ ri e. Th ' un. al'ari ~ 
'retf\.iner ~i 0 pi k. up a, pI' 'ariou an~ n t . alway h n t living: 
out of th vail or ' xt rti n I' bmmi ion . n tautl 0 m:ring 
in an ta Ii hm' nt of thi d np¥ ' n. 

'N't to p < k of th th n and tic 
th> roy[il hou hold . . th tabli hm nt . f tIl Prin 

. 'that 'th ~t1r Az"m, or PI" mi r: -1:h . ~, at t , u~i 
•• kingdo;n _ . ke p no I than.tlu·. thou and m 11 in hi 

t d with 
,'''w find .. 

t.in the, 

e~ploy, 
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Of th e, man'y hay be nin hi (amil rum hildhood. N ume
r u oth r Persian dignitariEi maintain from .fifty to tWtJ hunw'ed 

r ,a:nt: While it is tr\1 . that many ~f these ,dome ti fl are em
ploy d in caring· £ l' the exten ive plantation of the ~ g'ellti -
~en, bv, fat: the largei· number . 'e non-produ , er " It I' quire ' 
little refi tion to perceive 'tha 'ati?n having only nine mil-

• lion of p ople lJlU t suffer ,:ery seriously,' e.sl ecially >vhen, .it i 
in a tate of d cad~nce, by uch a steady ~]'ain on it ' m.o, t 
Y3;h~able. re ource, ' This army of ¥rvants ab orb the ,wealtl;l " 
of the country and rodu'ces ~10thing ' in retm·n. 

Slavery no longer exists in .Per ia; it was aboli hed 80me., 
y at', ago through the iiifluence of ' the fo 'eign' Le(f'ation 0, fol-
lo~\ring the vi it f the hah' to Em:ope. The p1:ll'chase of ' 
women fo~' the' harem ° ,proba,bly continue ,to a, c rtain' xt ~ , 
but till ' i a form of la"ery not reachflrl by foreio'n' lnt rpoFOi 

. ti n; and while the s): tem of l)olyg'amy. ' ontinue to 'be " 0 

0ft~n attended. by uch decided ad,antao-es in pr~motino-' wo- , • 
,man from a' lo\ cond.ition to on where FObe pi'actically be,comes', 
'th wife f a rrian of wealth,,it is hardly worth while to c n-
id'r it victim a 'obj 'ct of pity. Mo t of the pea an try r • 

inhabitant ~f th~ Yi.11a~ ,' l1ccording to 10l~g-e 'tabll hed u tom, 
are erf:, 01 viJ.lein 0, attached to the villao'e where they are born, 
~nd unabl to travel about ' ~li col1ntry w~~hout th~ p rmis i 11 . 

'th lor~ of the village. T~i i the law' but practicaU' it . 
,ea ed to · hav~ any effect long agQ, and there a1'8 few oUIltrie . . . 

wb r the lower. cla e at'e more.at liberty than ll;l Pel" ia to 0-

where . tll. y plea e. 'Combined with 'thi . f1' edom of movement; 
, . 

T~at lib rty ' of thought and peech i ' uni;ver a1 0 long as a 
Per ian, be he nQpl or 'pea 'ant, doe not p nlyattack the- au
thority of hii ' up rial'S 01' hi oveJ1eigl}, be can ha'V unbridled 
u of his tongue; and' one i often urpris d at the licens u ed 
in . peaking ' of the Go~e'rl'.l·m nt, the cH~r()'y, arid the tabli hed' 
reli!rion. N,ot that .the pres nt r ,igning hah i . unpopular, 'quite. 
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the rever e; but people' of active temperament and intelltlct 
, . 

. ' r quire vent of " olIl;e sott; ~pd if they cannot do this in talk-
ino', ~hey :are all the "more likely to,' con, pir~ again t th power . 
that be, • ' 

, . The .peas,ant cla' of Per ~a are dO:llbtle as ignorant a pe~
-anb:y. ,in oth~l: parts of the world, but they are ge,neral1y a; v ry 
lla~d orne, race, t'he wo~en probably ,not b ing Ul1Ja eel in thi 
re p 'ct by worn n of their ' cla anywh'ere, Of thi I ~an sp' ak 
from person~l ob ervati n, becaus~ th~y take ~uch le'ss care. to 
conceal their faces thap. the~ ister ' who live in the city; , ~nd " , 
n~ ' who ride about the' villages m~y often see , a pair of black 
ye pe,eping over the h dge, shootino' Parthian aJ.TO'VS before the 

. ]n'l:1nt~e i dniwn oyer them. N o,t,vi~h stalldino' their ignorance, 
th , J> l' ian. l ea antrr have a- nativ vivacity and intellig ,n ,e 
that levate t~ l? above their cl3; s in many other countri ~ ' " 

'1.'hey have' a deyided ta te for 'poetry, and often fly the heat of . 
midday ' and £'ud shelter un de]" the great chenars in the centre • . ' , 

f th village, wh, l:~ tHey Ii te~ to l' citations from ' the. de of 
Hafiz or the hah Nam~hof Firdoilsoe, They pay, their rent ,and, 
t~es in kind.. They aJ.'e ~hrift.Y a11d· rea onab~ l' indu biou. If 

. they :do not ~vork a many hours in t~l dl!y a laborer el e
wh r , it is due in part to the h at, and in 1 rt to tbe .fact 'tha~ 
.th@ il, wher vel' wat red, is, 0 rich 'that i~ .ea~ly produc' 
!3noug~' to me t the" humbl want of, the poor pea ant. , ~"o 
r~i mol' than ~hat would be simply to 1', nder him the victim · 
of. tm~ti n; but lPpO ing th re w' l' no extorti{)n, it would 
till be u~el t rais m re than j 'tequired iri mo t" pai .. t 
f the , Qountry, be au e { 'th ' ab ~nce of mean to expo~t 'the 
urpl ' ' 

.. 
... . . 
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'OHAPTER 'VIII. " . 

NA R-ED:'DEEN HAR A D THE ROYAL FAMILY. 

FOR a over ,iO'n to it' on the throne found d by hah 
• Jem ,he d in PI' -hi'toric.ag " tl' nO'th n d by yru and 

:Dariu , amI made' giorioti in t\u'n 'by Anm' hll'wan and hali 
Ab~a 8 aft I' int rntl ' re p' ctiYei of. ight hundl' d and a, 

.' tho~ and -ear, i of i a rare and 'nombl 'ev 'fit. It j ~ not . , 

les remarkable if it can be aid of , ucL 'a monarch that he 1 . . .. . 
not unworthy of. hi, o-reat l~r 'dec or, 
., .... 'T H r-ed -D n ha.h, the l' ignino- over i O'n of P r~ia , u
ceooed to the throne in 184:8, and during hi lono' r. ign 11a ' 
maintai~ed a, ~nified character' and how:n ' a dispo 'ition to 

hi country in the line 'of progres of tlie ,age. H, 
DOIS8E~SS~~S ?' vigor~u and cnltiva't d jniml, ~nd" in 'pite of th~ 

,,~:\ ,.u.uI\JU,U'J''''''. of hi position and tb ITOI" of arly du atiOl~, 
a htlJlllllne ,i~tention of, rising abov " tll . angninary ten- ' 

~~.::>" wh~ch hay~ mru'k,e~ the reio'n of mo t oriental lllon
He .i8 the fourth of. 'the Khajar dyna -ty, which. wa 

_,. ..... :'u. one' hundreil, yeai· ao-o by hah A,a .l\1oham d Khan, 

?f very gr at military .and admini trative ability., \y!lo 
_ecE~e(j,ed in cru hino- tlu'ee rivals to. the 'thr ne o£ Per ia, in

the lion-hearted Lo tf Al e K.ban, the' nepb w of the 
and good Ker em Khan the Zend, who €I ' capital WaR 

, Bett . hah 1\.o-a' Mol1amed Khan had ufE red mutila- ' 

tl~n in 'yotith, whi h tend (1 to exa Pel'at 'an ah'e~dy ru I 
. sposition, and h~ tarni h d 'the glory of iri reiO'11 by '].eav

ing the record of being , one, o~ the rno t atroCiou mon tel' m 

. ,. 
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hi t ]:y, It i d uhtl ,. tru that aft I' th aptur f K rman, 

11 au d th of ma~y tIt u and £ th . un£ rtunate in

habItant t be hI' t!-ght to him n a al v r. Thi tory' has 
h ' n t 1 of th IJ1' nt mouar 'h, but , it ·i' plea 'ant t ' o'e able 

t . tat that n u h "fealful .horror ·ha marked hi l' ib,,{, ,T.he 

p litiGal ' a~aeity and military . niu of. 'hah AO'a Moham d, 

Khan, nabl d him to . pe ue e .. -fully with the un erupUl u 

d ·io·u f Ru. ia aO'ainst th integrity of P ]"ia, Writ 

living n w, h~' hanc ~ of aV 'ltinO' the in idiou inroa.d of 

that p w ~r would prol>ably be 'onside1'alrly illlpro~'ed, . . 
Th l' iO'n of ~ T as1'- d-De'l1 • ' hah~ not\\'ith tandin(r hi ,' 1r1:l.man~ 

(Ii8] iti~, ha. been malT d h)- a lIlll111je1' of paiuflll illCideu.t 

'that d, ubtl .. It 110W l'eg'ret ~l ' much as an . one, In the eru.:1y 

'pmt f hi ' l' ign]; ",as i,ndn 'ed ' to balli .. 11 from Ijow l' Mirza : 

~rao'hy th l'ril·n · ::'I lin i:-;ter, ",110 ,,,as mmTied to th foii 'tel' of the 

• '!lall. II wa ' a lllan of intelligence, nnd dl,yoted to inh'odU:e- , 

ing l' f: t:JU' t nclil)O' to flimini~It tlte,('ol'l:nption ,ylti('h for many 

<lg' lrlt8 b 11 t11 ban :> of en '!'} dppartrne11t of the, P ersian ' 

Feilr aud jeal Hl::;Y ~yer Ill'oused ali15e, and the 

.'lwh th n a mer , ' outh, wa: judu-ced by. th ' n nii .' <)f the 

gT at lini t l' to I "po ' J:Um from office, Dr a~jllg- t11 ~'or8t, .' 
tIt wj~~ f lirza Tao'h)":, who ' wa' tend rly attclcheo to )lim, 

'x 'I' ,j" d th ' 0'1' at t ,Yatrhfulne' , But ,in vain' for the fatal 

me' no' 1" fr m tIle ,hah at lencr th crune; and by h'eaehery 

1jUCC ~d d in h'a11O'lillO' on ~ .of the few 0']' at and o'ood men of 
• 1:> . 

III d l'1l P ria, T. lRt the hah eli ' coyereil hi ' ITOI' j and it 

ait! h ha lam nted the mU\'l l' of hi , br th r':in-

law ",h fall wa . th 0'1' at ,t mi £ rtlme 'the kino'd m ha 

u~ red in ~h PI' nt l' iO'n, It may ~ ' th~t ~t i to th r m l' e 

au (1 b hi a tion in thi ca that N a r- tt- e n hah has 

sin . that time rmjtt d . ,many f tho e in pow l' t 0'0 

~1;11)Uni .hd wI l' al~y m rit th v l' t P nalti for th ii· 
cOr1lIpti nand t1' a nabl d aling' ' with Ru ~ia. Wbil . the. 
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ov rm;nen~ 'Of P r )a ntinu to be ' ttn '~b olute d poti m, 

tp.er 'ar but t.~o m thod, 0 n fo~ pi'e 'rvinO' law and rder,
liop apd ' fe~· . h pe ,of emolum pt and , rew~rd, feai· of ,,,ift 
and condi n puni.shm nt. Thi mu t be and is a strong ,pallia-. . . . 
tion for maDY of , the bloody and arbitrary ~cts of oriental v "r-

iO'n which a larg l' freedo~ ' and· a l' pre l1tativ~, go,"~rrim nt 

wou~d r ndel' nn:tl ce .ary. 

• 

, ~he 1a t imp l'tallt ca e in which Na r- d-D~eD hah -di :. 
play d in' a thor01.~O'h1y riental style the 'tr mendou " l ower of 
an,· t:i tern kinO' wa' "~hortly befor hi la t yi ,it to Europe: ,He' 
.had ju -t left the palace to vtsit the ~4rine of hrth Abdul Aze m' 
in iri carriage. . 'rhrouO'h the corruption of the payma tel'S .. f . 
·the arm 'T the gal'1'ison had not been paid· fo orne . e, and tl~e . . . . 

. troops were a?tually in want. According ' to 0' ntal u ag , . a ' 
. , nwnber of th III eized ·the preseot occa 'ion' to he p~r onal 

attention of their 'ov r~ign to a consideration 0 

·b T pre enting ·a 'petition to him, and the .petition l' "crowded ' 
around .the royal quipa;;'e to catch th ye of the hah. Th 

- delinquent parma tel' ' ~teIfered" dreading d t~ctiOl~; ana 
tumult en ued,. dW'ing whi h a few , stOI~es weI' . t~'own, s .," 
tJ'iking the royal carriage. AlthouO'li ' it does not ;:tP) 

the tone w~re thrown · by tbe oldiers, or that thm:e (my 
. ~'gani~ed plan in any way t a a~1t ih Shah, he wa: n~t- . 

, , 

UTany much aO'itated,. doubtle s rememQering the attack n;-nde 
n hi li£ in ~he early part of his 1;'eign hy the Bab es, at \,~hich 

tim he w~, s daitgerou.1 y ' wqunded. He return . d to the ' palace 
'at on e, . and ordered, the oldiers who.bad b .en arre ted during' 
the melee to b bro,ught befor:~ him. His -i~digna~ n wa' fann d 

y a ategoric state,inent that th 'culprit l:epr ented anotbir 
defined con pU'a y f th Bab~e, - . a t~)l'Y wbicl{ ~a . in .all 
.1;1' babilit) invent d by the ~en ~?O had b en th . cau e of.tbe 
riot t~rough their iniquitou' tr atrrient f tb tr op . 

An y,e-witne lias de cribed to m the ' lTib1 :mama ~yhich ' 
" 

" 
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followed.. The .va -t ~ut r urt of the Ark, or palac ,wa pack 
with attendant and agerth1' ng of the populace. My inform

ant had b en to the F or ign . ffice; and anxiou ly stI'9ve to avoid 
the 8C ne which he knew ,vas to be enacted. But h wa thru t 

back by the for::tushe' and force.d to rem?-in on the tep of 
th F r ign Offi c'l, an U11ivillillg witnes of what followed. The 

dr Azem, or Prime Mini t el', wa. ·tandin o· n a1' to him trem

bling ,,,ith excitement and dread, but powerle to interfere. 

P rhaps his conscience whi pet'ed to him a complicity with. the 
i iquity which , had brought about this crisis. On the portico 

opposite stood the hah alone, leaning with ' outstretched arm 

again t a pillar an d violently twitching hi long run tachios. 

He· wa ignorant of the tru fact of t110 ea e; and only p6r
c ived that his life lmd been endangered by tIle riot; and what 
wa more, that the maj ty of the throne of P er ia had been 

outraged. Twelve oldier ', tightly bound and a hen-1IUed, tood 
before him awaiting their doom. Gazing on hi victims with a 
te1'11, fierce countenance, th hah, after a few terrible moment 

. of uspen ~ and without h::tving examined or que tioned them, 
gave the fatal decree with a sudden b'estul'e of his hand . 1n

t.antly the executioners threw the cords 'around th e necks. of the 
tw~lve men, and trangl d them before the hah. Olle poor 
youth was so robu t that the executioner could only extingui 11 

li£ b stamping on hi brea t. 

Seve):al days after thi event Nasr-ed-Deen hah tmted on 

hi e-eond joulD y to Europe. But the llew of this arbitrary 
judO'ment preced him, without a tatement of tll circum tance 

which undoubtedly palliated the deed. In the r ception ac

corded him at variou courts he wa ' made to feel in many way 
tb i1.diO'l) tion of Qhri tendom' at such a di play of the o-called 

barbari ill \ f other age : tho d spots of Em'ope have more re
fined m th ds of incl'!3a ing tl{e burden ' ,and mi erie of their 

subje t&. At any rate, the. £fect of thi hypocritical indignation 
• 
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was alu .. tar:r on th ha:'a, t l' of a 1'- cl- e~n hah, who is 
nattu'ally of a humane temperament, and tll rEI i· n que tion 
that it ha proved ' an important factor ~ in lea.ding e u ated 

Per ian to re pect the good opinion of Christendom, which. 

thus becomes indirectly an influence in the Mahometan domin-
. ions of the hah. 

It i difficult, when conversing with some of the courteous . 

gentlemen of. the P er ian Court and the royal family, to realize 
what arbitrary and ometimes needle :1y brutal d eds tIle ~ have 

perpetrated, and with what cold-blooded indifference th y have 
admini tered torture and death, Judging fi'om what I have s en 

of the Khajar tribe, to which the pre. ent dynast~ belongs, I am 
. inclined to think they haye more of the stoliclity and deliberate 
r l1th1e ne s of the Turk than other P ersians of sim ilar rank at 

the present time, although in past age it mu t be admitt@d there 
wa little difference betwe n tbe oriental races ·on the point of 
cruelty, At all event, the manners of all the Khajar I have 

talked with, from the Shah down, are l~ore vigorou , Muff, out- ' 
poken, and hone t than those of the polished, smooth, but i~
incere gentlemen of the pure Persian race. . The difference, 

, although in Ie s deO'fee, is not unlike that existing between typir 

cal Engli bmen and Frenchmen. In point of fact the Khajar is 

a Turaran~an, 01' TUl'k, pure and simple, - btit in religion a 
beah, and becan e. of long identification with P er ian sway a 

P r ian in feeling. In aspect the Khajars are generally Ie s 
crafty th- n other P er ians; their feature are full, bluff, and 

hearty, the eye ramant witb bonhomie, alth~ugh olletille cold, · 
ensual, and rue1. • 

The Firma Firma, one of the uncles of the hah, is on~. of 

the hand orne t men' o,f a Court abounding in good loo,k ., He is 
seventy years of age, his well-trimmed beard is snow-white and . ' 

his mustache i black. His eye is keen and clear as an eagl 's, 
his can-iaO'e i rect, and his manner' courteous and tately. to the 
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last degree. He ha a ta te for letters, and ha ; among other 
work , publi hed a vocabulary in Persian and Engli h and a 
geography of the world. His brother, the Moatameh-ed-Doiileh, 
is also. a man of st::ttely pre enee, although bent with age. 
Wh n he wa viceroy at Shiraz he establi hed a la ting reno~n 
for the character of hi admini tration. H e found authern 

ersia swarming with bricyands, and corruption univer al; but 

during his rule the taxe were coIl cted with r gularity and 
rendered with reasonable hone ty; robbers were exterminated 
from the district, and ord r reigned to a decyr e unu ual in Per

Ria inca the days when Kereem Khan the Zend maintained a 
. ju t. but vigorous sway at Liraz.· But the Moatameh-ed-Dotileh 
ruled ~th an iron I' d. Fear wa hi weapon. A .thou and 
~en were slaughtered befora hi eye. Many of these victims, 
even though criminal, carcely de erved death; but the viceroy . ' 

knew the people he had to deal with, and ~t mu t be admitted 
that thi tern ruler showed little pity in his manner of adminis
t ring justice. He seemed to take plea ure in interr gating his 
victim, much a a cat plays with a mou e before d vouring it; 
when weary of the sport he would ay," Well, I will put an end 
to your troubles." A the e fatal word were pronounced, the 
executioner advanced and did his work. 

en r fleeting upon the cruelty of men po e sed of. unlimited. 
'pow l' and brought up amid the a sociation of ab olute de pot
i 'm, I am f)metime inclined to think a measure of charity hould 
b xtend d to ards uch ruler even when th y a1' brou ht 
up 'a hri tians, like the zar of Ru sia. Ii i i~po ible to be

liev that 'all the Per ian "'uler I have en who haye be rr guilty 
of de d of blood are wholly d praved. The amiability qf th ir 
~ann r,: the acts of ourtesy and kindne i they often display, 
cannot pI' ceed from a nature ntirely v<?id of g odne . ~ut 

,the nece ity of acting with quick deci ion jn a despotic govern-
• I 

ment, and the power to dO' so familiarize the minq to harshness 
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-and blunt the ympathies; '\ hile i i al 0 tJ,'ue that m' n, and 
even 'women, who have alway moved in the upper ranks fail 

from that very fact to realize that the classes below them are of 

the arne blood and nerves as them elves, and no le"s capable of 
suffering. uch I imagine to be the case with tho l\10atameh
~a:-DOiileh, who is a ' man of cuI tured taste) the mpst perfect . 

manner" and wide intelligence. 
And the same palliating circumstances may be alleged for 

the Izz-ed-Dotileh, brother of the Shah, and Governor of 
R amadan while I was in' Persia. He is ,a small, slighth lmilt, 
b yi h-looking man. He wears a clo ely-cropped, ,iron-gray 
rou tache ' hi general manner is vel' quiet, not to say diffi-. , 
dent, ugge ting a character mild and l'etiring were it not for 
the small , teel-colored, lizard-like eyes, darting restl 

glance . These eyes betray a nature quite opp~ i 
one might illfer on a first interview. The Prlnce is a man , of 

g ntlemanly tastes and tudiou habits; he lWtdR the,literature 
{)f America a, well as of Eur'ope1 and i familiar WWl French 

and Engli h. Re conver es with some intelligence, and in such 

a tone as to lead to the conclusion that he is one of the mo t 
enlightened and least fanatical m n in Per ia. ' And yet thi ' 
e mingly inoffensive gentleman, when h'e was Governor at 

Kermanshah, actually cau ed . eventeen men to be strangl~d in 
hi pre ence. As Governor of Ramadan, he has also given the 

r nited States Legation more trouble than any other Per ian 

offieial. Friendly e~ough during the interchange of vis~t , !1nd 

earne t1y di avowing, when approached on the subject, any in
tention of ordering or permitting the outrage committed again 't 
the United States citizens in Ramadan, one neede~ tb know him 

long and ' well befor he could beli ve what a capacity for evil 
dwell in the character of thi Princ. . . 

N cv rthe1e , I am still inclined to think that much f the 
wronO'-doing in his administration resulted directly from the 
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fact, that he' had been t~tUght to consider all who were below 
him in station to be tbo irisignificant to have rights 'which re

quire to be respected by a Prince of blood royal, rather than 
fl'om a wanton love of oppre sion 'and cruelty. Hi ' on, th,e 
so-called Little Prin e, who resided at Hamadan ,and acted as' 
deputj-govern.or, wa' greatly under the influence of rus tutor, a 

. corrupt and crafty fanatic named Mirza Achmet, one of the 

greatest knaves in th country. The Littl e l'rince voiced ~he 
entimellt' which 'prevail among AsiatiC\ de pots towards the 
la , es below th (::l'n , when 11e said to the United tates drago

man, who by my instrLlctions had gone to Hamadan to protect ' 
o.ur citizens there, "Why does your Govemment take so much 
trouble for these America.n of Hamadn.n ~ They are only three 
or foul' in number, and simpre people; why make such a fuss 
about what you call their rights ~ ;, 

But whil 0 much can be saia to ex.tenuate orne of the 
arbitrary deeds of Nasr-ecl-Deen Shah and his gOY mol'S aItd 
prine ,who are far less sanguinary than their predece ors, or . 
than many Elll'Opean rulers ,of t\Yf) or three generations ago, so 
much cannot be conceded in fayor of the Zil-l-Sultan, Ma ood 

Mirza, the olde' t son of the Shah, who. i the ovemor of the 
0'1' at central provinces of P ria, with his capital at I pahan. 
Hi .Royal Righne i a thick-set mau of medIum height, and 
about thirty-five year of ag. Hi manner indieates immen e 

force of character. Never ha any on impre , ed m wore 

d ply with the air of one born to con:mand. But with all it 
for ,hi fa,ce ha in it an unmistakable suggestion of craftin 

and th vent of hi life "hav abundantly proved alike hi abili
tie nd hi cunning. l He told me that he had been a ruler 

since hi tenth year. Doubtl~, s, at fir t a rrmn of experien e wa 

at . his elbow to direct him. As may b~ ilnagined, the Prince i 
goaded by an inten 'e ambitipn, which i n t checked by the f~ t 

1 A lilqlDe s of the Zil-i-Sultil.n is to be found on pnge 140. 
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that according to the law of P ria, although he IS the eldest 
on and ther fore the natUTal heir to the throne, th.::tt right has 

ben, yested in the second son of the Shah, who i. Governo f 
Azerbaijan. l'hi is due to ~he fact that the mother f the latter 
wa of high birth and royal blood, 'while the mother of the Z11-1-
Sultan is of ' plebeian origin. This is particularly unfortun' te, 

because thi " Prince is not of a temper to n.ccept ucll an n.brOga- · 
tion of hi::; natural rights, and it i ' to be feared that when the 
~cce sion comes to hi::; brother it will be contested by the am- , 

bitiou " amI astute Prince-Goyel'llor of Fars. lIe has accumu
lated 'enormous walth, and although fOI'bidden to maintain a 

epaJ'ate army or to import arms, hal:! contriYed, to get control of 
the conting Ht of his proyince. Thoy are <lrmed and tmiformed 
like the German army, and in q.ril1-practice form the finest por
tion of the present military force of P er ia. The Prince ·has . 

gren.t influence with his royal father, WllO admires the abilities 
of the sOI;! and probably sympn.thizes in socret with his aspira
tions, n.nd a1 '0 with hi decided friendship for tho Engli h and hi 
aversion toward Russia. Were the Zil-1- uWtn on the throne, 

there can be littl!3 que1:>tion that he would bring matters to a cri i 
with Russia by forcina' her to 'how 1~er hand, and ither to st.op 
her ste dy anel insidiou encroachment or openly ' to attack 
P~rsja ' and settle the question once for all. ' 

But the Zil-i-Sultan, while re embling Shah Aga Mohamed 

Khan, the founder of the dyna ty, in admini trative ability, uu'
fortunately r t ' emble al 0 too many ori8l'l.tal despots of former 

~ge ' in his indifference to suffering and hloodshed. I grn.nt th 
nece.' ity in 'uch a government as th:tt of Persia of swift an 
stern penaltie , but that i quite another thing from cold-bloode 

aitd malignant cruelty. The mUTdel' of the great chief of th 
Bachtiarees when an, invited guest at , the palace of the Zil 
Sultan, although a gro breach of the laws of ho 'pitality, m~ 

be palli~ted on the ground of supposed necessity. But wh 
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can b ' aid about the murder of the wealthy merchant of I pa.:. 

han ~ According to the tory related to me, the unfortunate 

man had been mulcted in a large sum by the Prince, 'far in 
,excess of the jlist taxes. . Tli,e Prince declined to r store the 
spoil, and the merchant ra hly repaired to Teheran and laid a 
petition for redre s before the hah. Hi Maje.ty proved gra
ciou , and gave hi injur d subject a royal order to pr ent to the 
Zil-i- ultan, elljoiuing him to make r ~stitution aJld to be more 

careful iIi re pecting the right of the ubjech; of the Lah. 

Full of hope, the poor m rchant, traveIl ~ back to Ispahan 
and presented himself bef(Jl' J th Prince with the royal mandate. 
Haying read the decree, the Prine looked keenly at the 'man 

for l} mom nt, wbo, nC?twith tanding that dang rOll.' look, never 
doubt d that he was now to hay.e his property re tor d, But 

in tead of doing tbi the Prince sarca tically exclaimed : "Ha ! 

o you thought to fright n yom' Prince by l' por6ng me to the 
~ah ~ You are indeed a bray mn,n! I little , thought you a, man 

of such courage. Ro brave a man a you Inn t, inueed, havt:\ a 
brave heart, - a large heart! I must see your heart and learn 
c urao-e fi'om you!" Then in a louder tone tbe Prince cried 

,t hi . rvants, "Take out his heart ! " The m nials 'ei)!; d the 
thunder- tl'icken merchant, cut him open on th pot, and t ar
ing out hi h ~rt presented it on a di h to th Princ , ' 

I wa , of cour e, gor atly hocked when the tory f thi out
rage wa brollg'ht to ill , and recollected that I had repeatedly 
enjoy d aO'reeable a d humorou c n:versation 'with thi very 

.' ,Prin But ub equent reflection leads m to}1 Ie evere 
in' m judgm nt of th Prince. A ~de from the fact that it may 
hay ben' n co ary to how hi ubj ct hi wn authOlity, it 
cannot be qu tion d that h act d in bad tc te in ele tin 0- u"h 

a m thod for enting hi pite. It i alway "bad £ rm," to ay 
th I a t, for tb trong to xerci e to much Oy l' £ rc in deal

ing with the eak; and, be ide " phy ical 'puni hment i now 
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0' ing out of fa hion. Tq, infl~ct m ntal 1 hin .i more re~ned; 
and the blam for inflicting it 'can 'be m 1'e ea ily shifted fr m 
th houlders of the one who causes it, ,and i· al 0 more 11k ly 

~an yulO'ar phy i al I nalties to. arOUE-: the Inmior rather than 
the sympathy of ~he community, which is exactly "'hat the 
inflicter should seek. , The Zil-i- ultilu would lULYe rec¥ived 

quite as exquisit satisfaction himself, and he vi'ould have.
caped the condemnation of public opinion, and qnite lik ly 
given plea ure to man of those who are diYel'ted by' the suf
f, ring of others, i he maintained. a n0wRpnpcr as aH orgari. 
In thi periodical h co}'d have exquisitely tortured the mer

ehant by dark in inuation aO'ain this clwJ.'acter, by suggesting 
th infidelity of 1 . ', and in other WClYS blackening hi 

ocial and busines st din and holding up his qui"i'ering heart 

for the public to gloat 011, and then declining to pu blislt hi 
denial of the charges, or, publi -hing it with the accompaniment 
of an adcliti nal editorial stab intended as a coup de grace, The 

puni hment thllR inflicted would have been more r:;e"ere than the. 
method followed by the Prince, bec~lU e a more lar:;ting tortme; 
and it would have the fmther advantage of being approved ' by 
th tyrant of the present age. HU:man natm'e is little . b tter 
now than formerly; each epoch ha Its s]jecial forms of maliO'
nity and tyranny. In some lands and ages it is the rack 'and 
the, word; in others, the human tongue and the press. 

'l'he ocond on of the hah, hiR Royal IIjo'hpe s fu aft'ar
ed-Deen Mirza, Valiah- d-Doul&t-i-Ira.n, the heir"apparent of 

er ia, is ex o.fIicio governor of the very important province ' of 
Azel'ba'ijaJ1 and the adjacent northwestern districts bordering 
on the Ru 'ian frontier. It ha riot been my plea u're to have 

a p l' 'onal acquaintall e with his Highne , a he remained at 
Tabreez during my entire stay in Per ia. But from an I have 
heard, ~ am in lill ' d to b favorably impre, d with III charac

ter. He undoubtedly po e es go d pow l' ~f admini. tration, 
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and is urbane ~n manner 
and of hQ.man~ disposition, 

lie is reputed by some 
to be intellectually weak; 
but fi'om what official re
lation I have had with 
him and other source!:; of 

information, I am quite 
SUTe th~t if he gives suc-h 

an impression it is done 

with a fa,r-seeing purPOSb. 

H e, is also reput~d to be 
a fanatic, and at the same 
time to fa,vor the preten

sion of Ru 'sia. I t would 

naturally be his poliey to 
appear to do both; but it 

is impossible to believe 
that he ca,n be incere, at 

least in the latter r pect. 

To arouse tJre opposition 
of the Mahometan hier

archy of P ersia, by iudif

fer nee to their power 
would be simply to add 
to the difficultie of a 8U C-

cion tha i sur to be 

c ntested. To appear hcfs
til to Ru sia would ai 0 

MUSAFFAR-ED-DEEN MIRZA, CROWN PRINCE 

. OF PER lAo • 

make her h friend of one of the oth r Prince ; while by making 

s~cret c~~c , ion to her he s CUT her ' as i tance to place him 
ecm'elyon the throne. But whil it would b , perhap too much 

to a k of Asiat" c human nature to decline the offer of a powelful 
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all T who w lild prove a dano' rou foe if r j r. d, it ' i. ,impos
ib1e to imagin'e that his Royal Riglme . hould £ I a,uO'ht but 

tern oppo, ition towm'ds a power whose ' ambition and well
known wi! ~ are ei'er menacinO" the xi tence of an empire ma

j tic yen in old ag , and haying abundant right to conti~lUe 

ind pendent for nge to come. 
Ris Royal Rig'1m ss, the N ai"b-e- ultal'leh, Kamran Mirzu, ' is 

the third son of the hah, He lives at Teheran, and a' l\linist l' 

of 1r ar and Admini 't:rator of Teheran iN in con tant cOlnmuuica

tion with hi )fajesty. Haying the army and th capit~l in his 

hand" he might proyc a yery dangerou competit.or to his two 
brotb 1"' if th y ,Vere left to settl the succession unaided by 

'European bflyonets and gold, or if he were a man of great 
force of character or d p dl:'~igns, But hi Biglm s , who is . 

. , a yOlmg man of great amiability, hand 'ome ill per 11 and cOUr-
. teou in manners and skilled in giying elegant entertain,ment , 

com-ey ~ the impre', ion of one who does not care to tl'uggle with 

the in "itaLle, but pr fer. rather to accept it grac fully. Still, 
one cannot confidently affirm that..lle and hi couDcillor ·may 
not have the add1'e s to concea~ ulterior plans. There is no love ' 
beb~-e Il the three Princes. They tell a story that wh~n th 
Zil-i - ~ltan wa in T heran he ' wa im~ted to a breakfast by 

hi br th "1', the N a'ib-e- ultaneh. The ervice wa , of course, of 
princely e1 gan e; but the JJaughty elder brothel' disdainfully 
dedur d that it wa not his wont to at off a~ght hut silv r 
and 0'01d, and before touching the br akfast he ord red hi er- ' 
, rant. to bring hi own en-lce from his palace. ~rhe difference 

in age and .:rank obliO"ed the younger blother and ho t to sub-
mit to the indignity. ' 

It is no small testimony to the t~ct and 'abili ty of N a l'-ed
Deen hah that he has been able to maintain the I eace betwe n 
III . three on, and to occupy the throne 0 long without s~rious 
di turbance , anu while , holding the reins of government with 
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firm bU,t me:rciful hand has continued to the present time to pre

serve the respect and affection of his people. It is his habit to 
rise early in the morning, soon after daybreak, whether in the 

country or' at the capital. After aying his prayers, he gives 
audience to his Ministers; tlley make their report. , and receive 

an expres ion of the royal will concerning the conduct of ques

tions brought ~o his attention. Of course, 011 special occasion 

the Ministers have acces to his Majesty at other hour of the 
day for the comlideration of bu iness; thi often occurs towards 
evening . . The pre ent hah gi\'es minute attention to the affairs 

of tate, directirw even. the detail , more than do many sover
eigns. This is by some regarded as unnecessary and perhaps · 
detrimental to a broad treatment of state matters, while it al 0 

results injuriously in redUCIng tl)e respon ibility and therefore 
the usefulness of the heads of departments. But thi, has 

been more or less the habit of mo t Eastern sovereigns, and in 
the present case may be carried to an extreme because of the 
lack of confidence in the ability or integrity of tho e chai'ged 

with the direction of affairs J~xt to tho "- hah. As one re ult ot . . ' 

'this form of administration r it is far mOlc ~ommon at the court 

of Persia than at European court for diplomatic questions of 
,mportance to be referred to his Maje ty in person by the Iin

isters representing foreign powers at his court. If it were pos.: 
sible to i!1angur~te such a system at the emi-Asiatic court of 
St. Petersburg, diplomatic questions with Rus ia would be mol' 

often settled satisfactorily, with Ie s dissimuliltioi1 and with re

sults less uniformly in favor of that astute power. 
Notwithstanding his c70 e attention to .affairs of state, N a r-ed

Deen Shah ;finds leisure for relaxation and the cultivation of hi 

ta~tes, which i~c1ine both tow~rd literature and art. Be speak 

and re~ds French with con iderable fluency. The leading for
eign periodiGals are r~ad to ]:lim; he give direction concerninO' 
the editing of the official gazette, and keeps a daily journal 

. \ 
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or r cord of event or object that nttract his attention. Be-
ide the na~'ratives of hi journey to Europe, he has p ' bli hed 

two i1lu' b'ated volume descriptive of j urneys taken in' f-el'sia. 
H in al 'o a poet, anJ to his oth r accomplishments ad'ds a tast~ 

for Jnt"'ing, som of his sketches being very clever. I remem
ber Oil the oc a ion of an official inten'iew with the late Mini -
tel' of Forei<rn Affairs, tlmt a royal rescript ,yas brought to the 
"Mini tel'. ,Vhen it wa handed to him on a silver alveI' by 
the' colored attendant, he arose anJ too¥' It with hoth hands and 
touched it to hi::; boweJ foreheaJ before opening-it, saying to 
tho e m-ound, who likewi::,e arose, "A Jispatch from our lord and 
bvereign, the 'hah-in- balL" After reading the document, the 

Mini tOt: pointed out to me a pen-and-ink sketch which hi Maj- . 
e ty lIa 1 drawn around the eal of the envelope with his own 

, hand. " ::see," said the :Minister to me; "this ketch b the 
• 

hah-in-Shah himself show ' that his Majesty is in happy dispo,. 
ition to-day, and feels O'raciOll ly towards me hi , lav ." 

In hours of leisure the Imh is fond of conversation, and 
deyote part of his evening to .social relations with his fa
vorite courtiers. His genial nature is shown by a remark 
he made to a cultivateJ gentleman of 'reheran, who e elegant 
country-seat he was honoriqg with an afternoon vi it. Turning 
to his host, a they were strollinO' through . the grounds, his Maj
.esty remarkeJ, "How much I regret, when in the society of 'a 
gentleman so poli l1ed and' int lligent, that I ?annot lay aside for 
a while the burden of royal etiquette and conver e with you 
with the freedom I should like! " Rut there ~ on evil l1esult
ing from these ocial qualities of NasI ed-Deen Shah, - he 'is 
liable to be unduly influenced by the unprincipled men who are 
able to amuse him in hi hour of leisure. With the best inten

tions in the world, his administration is marred and the weal of 
th~ empire weakened at a very critical period by the influence 

at court of neh,unprincipled, fanatical, and reactionary charac~ers 
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as the Emin u.ltaneh, or such brilliant but un crupulous . and 
:designing men as the . Emin ulta.n, his ?ousin: the first r~pr -
sents the organized oppo ition to progress, an.d the econd i, 
one' of a ' niuubAr of m~n in high authori~y who ,vould suck 
th~ very life-blood of their COlUltry, if they conld thereby 
gain wealth to lavish on costly palaces and pleasure-ground. 
Apres nous. le deluge is the motto of too many in authority 
in Persia, and hence the greatest danger to which that coun
try .is now exposed; for, not ' satisfied to drain tIle revenues 
of the.ir fa.therland, they a r 13 al 0 ready . for nortbern gold to 
th wart in secret the best progre ive plans of their ~overeign, 
But Persia, 'alas ! is not the only cou.ntry that harbors u h 

. v'lpers in her bosom. 
That his Majesty is conscious of the iniquity which charac

'terizes many of his entou1:afje, whil~ seeing the' difficulty of find- . 
• ing better men to nIl their place , is evident in variou ways..' 

. A g'ood story i told of him, apropos of this fact, the truth of 
which I have no reason to question. On ~t certain summer 

afternoon, not sO 'long ago, tIle Shah 'wa Tec1inin O' i1'1' a pavilion 
. at his royal eat of Sultana-t-a bad. Hi::; courtiers were sea ted 

.b(llow him, engage:d in a familiar C011Yer ation wit~l their ov
ereign. In the collI' e of the con versat~on · the hah · r markp,d, 
" Why is it that Anm: birwa.n was called the Jut ~ Am I not 

. also just ~ '~ N 0 o~e dared to rep 1 y; it was a evere question, • 
unfair perhaps to · put to them. Agajn the hah inquir~d, "Can 

. no ' one of all your num?er a~swer the Ki~g ~ " Bnt silelice 
reigned .until it became oppr ssi"ve, not to say perilous. At' 
length the Hekim-ul-Maiholek, taking his life as it 'were in his 
hanas, h~sitatingly 'replied,-

"As I am your acrifice, 0 King of, king, Anurshirwa.n 

~as called the ·Ju t because ~c was ju t." 
"And i n' t Na.sr-ed-Deen Shah ttl 0 just ~ " demanded the 

K~ng with a frown. 
13 
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But no reply cam , . ex'cept that, 'the fI kl~7ul-Mamol~k' 
shruO'ged hi hOl.llders, apd op ned the pSllms ,of l!is hands. and 
lifted hi eyebrow with a deprecating ge ture, Then in wrath 
the hah rcspollded, - . 

" O. ye Um generate sons of burnt father ! 1 know well that 
ifAnur hirwan had been surrounded 'by a corrupt and di renu

table canaille like you, he never could have obtained the :,title 
. of Ju t." 

They aU replied: "As we are your §acrifice, the Asy]u~ Of . 
the Univer e h<'tth uttered the trutll." 

I t will 1>0 noticed that ' in 'the above conversation the Slp:lh) 

peak' of him .elf in the third person. Thi~ is according to 

u aO'e in ~ersia, - contrary to that of European sovereigns, 
who generally u e the fi. rst' per.8on pi ral. . , 

, Na 'r-ed:-Dtlen Shall, like rnany of his lired cessOl'S, is 'a g 'ea.t • 
sportsmall. It is prohable that to his fi'0quent 1'e ~)l,t to the 
chase he owes. the good health which' muRt have been s verely' 

threatened' by so many years ,of government; as ~:ell a by the 
enjoyment· of' the peculiar domestic pri vileges of Eastern ,'ov

el'eJg1l. The ' 11I011(\l'e1l: of Persia were, great hunters of old" . 
The '\VOl'll " I aradi e," derived from tbe SansliJ'jt Pwrade 0, 

wa" firr:t , applied to the immell 'e .hunting-grounds re rved for 

Pel' ian kinO'. Severa}., like B~lll'am, " 'ho ·10 t l~i~ life in a 
mora~ while hunting the wild ass, have been noted for their 

~lJi vern nt ' in the clm 'e. In former a it was the eu tom 
to' hang ont ~ cl'irn on banner fl'om a lofty tower in the centre. 
of the capital ~ylten the monarch of P ]' i30 was about to tart on 

a huntiuO' exp ditiory.. But it i now dIe custom to .fire a anno~ 
at llnri e of the day ou which hi ' Maj ty. propo t<,> issue.· 

forth to the hunting--gr und , to pur ·ue. the tiger, the ibex, '01' 

the gaz~ll e. om ' time h ~el'ely goe for a day r two, h\lt 
frequeptly the~e e.xcl1l' ion~ last a w~E?k. A~ immense 'train of 

camel and sUUl1?ter mule' precede the royal cort6ge, bearing 
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the magnificent. crimson !ents and other. paraphe~.nalia e se1?tial 
to a roy~l ' excur iop.l n the e occasion, the Shah is aJ 0 

.accorn1panied by a.n imposing body of attendants and several 

squadrons of cavalry. When he t~kes his long summer trips to 
a distance from the ' capital, the escort is much largeI:, and his 

favorite wives accompany bim. During the journey to Mesch@d 
three years ago, the royal train consisted of upwards of tw nty 

thou and. people, of whom six thousand were soldiers. There 
is on march across the de,!:)ert of . Khorassan where for . two 

long -tag s there i no water, an~ the entire trajn was obliged ' 

. to make thi double tage without stopping: . It was ery 

trying, although don~ in the night. 
One of the favorite resor~8 of the Shahjs heristan@k, high 

up in the Elburz Mountains, north 'Of Teheran . . Hi Majesty 

has caused an elegant pavilion to' be con tructed the~'e, nestling 

in a 'hollow of the mountains at an altitude of ten thousand feet. 
But the place is only reached whh considerable difficnlt)~, espe

cially wi~h ladies carried on litters. ' It .is quite cornmon.,fo~· men 
. and horse to be killed OJ} OlliO of th se royal excur ions to 

. heristan@k. In that neighborhood the sconery, I have been 
. told, is of extraordinary sublimity and beauty. . . 

Nasr-ed-Deen Shah has the reputation ·of being a da.ring 

portsman, who qoe lIot flin ch before the panther and the 

tiger. A good story is told of ~n incident whi'ch happened 
on 'cme of these excursion. A number of courtiers w ' re 

grouped around th Shah, on ·the . alert. for game~ when an 
immen e pO'er ~mdden]y appeared tminvi~ed upon' th.e ·scene. 

All th~ courtiers fled ' p~nic- tI'icken except the Emin Doiilell, 
. . 

1 The gr ,at us mnde of tents for ages in n country lilw Persia has given the .P tsian 
artisans great Idl in the making of thes canvas hou, s, which are often of Iflrgf' size, 
including several J:-II'g apart.ment. Tho e of t.he hah and ·his oouttiers arc liued with 
\·mbrqider d cashmere. It is cOlllmon to u e/or lining a cloth stamped with pictU1:e.que 
de8igns repre cntin' hunting-scen decoratively tr a.t d, nch tents are called 1/ knl m
kllr,\' The cxternru (',oler is g nerally a darl, blue, crimson being resm:ved for the hah 
nloOl'" • 


