added to this the declaratlon that therr spirits had ”tui;n““l :
“entered into his own soul, and that he was ‘therefore 4 great

prophet, — the BAb, who was to bring their gospel to a legiti-
mate conclusion. . It became his mission, therefore, to announce
that all things were divite, and that he, the Bab, was the 'in-
carnate - prebentx_ncnt of the- universal life. To this doctrine
was added a socialism which formulated the equality of all,
sweeping away social classes and distinctions, and ordaining a

AL

community of property, and also, at first, of wives. The new
doctrines took hold of the heart of the masses ; men and women
of all ranks hastened to proclaim their yearning for something
.that promised to better their condition, by embracing the wild =~
teachings of the Bab. This success was doubtless due in part
to a religious restlessness, which might have turned to sometlling
more satisfying and true if only it had beén known. Buty :"
Government could not Tong remain blind to the possible redults

if the movement were allowed to spread unchecked. -Therefore,

after several serious tumults, the Biab was seized and executed

" at Tabreez. This only served;tn add fuel to the fire. A fierce

persecution broke forth; but the Bibees were not willing to
submit tamely to suppression. They offered resistance in many
quarters, which culminated in 1851 at Zenjan, a city between
Tabreez and Teherdn, celebrated for its exquisite work in silve
filigree. The place was besieged for several months and final

stormed, the Bibees fighting from house to house until every
man, woman, and child in the city was slain.  After this telrlbl'e'}
event a conspiracy of Bibees was formed to assassinate Nasr—ed-
‘Deen Shah, who escdped with a serlous wound in the leo' The
oonqpimtors ‘were put to death with horrlble~t0rtures. Sever

many Bubeps have, I am told, been sacnﬁced secretly by po'
-administéred in prison; but I do not vouch for thlB fact,
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_ activity does not * cease, and their numbers are mcreasmgw
"q; rapidly. The sect has also extended to Turkey. The leader .
~of the Tukish branch resides at Constantinople.

1In Persia the title of the present head of the sect is Sob-e-
- Azél. As his belief in the Bab is a secret, his name is not men-

" tioned in this connection. . From all T can gather from various

sources it seems safe to assume that the Bibees of Persia now
number nearly, if not quite, four hundred thousand ®elievers.

~ They are found among all conditions of society, and, strange to

say, adherents are gained among the priesthood as well as the

- laity. Just now there seems to be unusual activity among the
Bébees ; emissaries or missionaries are secretly pervading the

country, not only seeking to make proselytes but also present-
ing modifications n belief. The community in wives is no
longer & practised tenet of the Bab sect, while it is pro-
claimed with increasing emphasis that the Bab is none other
than God himself made manifest in the flesh. ‘

_ Another class connected with the Sheiih sect is worthy of
mention, although it can hardly’ be called a sect. T refer to
the Seyeds, or descendants of the Prophet by Alee and

e atiméh, the daughter of Mahomet. They are distinguished:
by the black or green turbans they are privileged to wear.

- Whether all of them can prove to the satisfaction of a genea-
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activity and restlessness that prove the Persmns to be in a
.developing and transitional rather than a dormant state, and
preparing in due time to receive impressions of the truth in a
nobler form than any with which they are now familiar.

I have often been asked whether the Persians are still fire-
worshippers, Such a question not only jindicates the ignorance
which continues to prevail concerning the East, but also sug-
gests that poets and historical novelists are responsible for-most
of the small amount of history which satisfies the general reader.
The nuntber of persons who have derived their ideas of Persia

~from Moore’s “ Fire-worshippers ” is far larger than of those -who
have gone to serious history for their information. When the
Arabs, burning with religious zeal, carried the doctrines of"ﬁ-
homet into Persia, and forced the acceptance of the Koran at the
point of the sword, that country abandoned the so-called wor-
éh{p of fire and the principles tauglit by Zerdsht, or Zoroaster. -
The fire-worshippers who survived were mostly driven out of the
country by persecution, and became the Parsees of India; a few
remained in Persia, and their descendants are found there to this
day, but they number scarcely twenty-three thousand. They are X

» most numerous at Yezd, where ‘they weave some of the finest of
the silk stuffs for which Persia, is famous. Elsewhere they are
agriculturists. They wear a peculiar garb, of ‘which a distin-
guishing color is yel.low, and are probably the most upright com-
~munity in a country where correct principles and practice are
scarce. Of course they retain the worship and rites of ancient
Persia, including the mystical veneration for fire-light. Tt is -
worthy of note that the more intelligent of the Guebres deny
that they worship eitker the sun or fire, but rather the deity or -

«principle symbolized by those objects. This may be true of edu- .l:
cated Guebres ; but the lower and ignorant classes undoubted]y‘
have not sufficient refinement to make so subtile a distinetion.
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-pleased'-to learn tilat no Guebre ever uses tobacco, while to smoke
in his presence is almost an affront, because of the sacredness of *
_fire. ' The head of the Guebres in Persia is .a very respectable’
, \and.intelligent old gentleman named Manookjee ; he resides at
Teherin, and is in frequent communication with the Parsees of
Bombay, by whom, it is said, he is delegated to look after. the
‘Guebre interests in Persia. As an English subject he is free
from annoyance, and doubt- '
less able to be of efficient
service to his co-religion-
ists.. The peculiar method
of burial followed by the
“Guebres—leaving the dead
exposed to the elements to
- be devoured by fowls of
the air—1is due to the be-
lief that to inter them in
the ground would be to
pollute it. Of course such
a practice and  sentiment
~could obtain only in a
nwar‘m, dry climate. It was

partly to this cause that
the early Christians owed PP,

their persecution by the

- Zoroastrians, _who' were bitterly opposed to the modes .of
Christian burial.” '

. The Armenians, Jew s,,and Nestorians of Persia also form
«&1stmct communities entud) separate from' the dominant’Per-
‘v_sla‘n_a.nd Mahometan population, like small islands in the sea,
_and presenting an immovable front for ages against all the
‘““d'isa,dvantages of such isolation. These communities number
”E‘prpbably from twenty-five to thirty thousand souls each. The
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+ Jows are devoted entlrely to trade and most of the Am\emans of
. Persm follow the same pursuit; and while meeting with oppres-.‘
sion and m)ustlce at times, like all the inhabitants of. orléntal"

countries, they appear to be scarcely less successful in propof-
tion to their numbers than the Persians in acquiring property
and high offices as well. The Nestorians are (‘haldean- Chris-
tians, devoted chiefly to agriculture; they have suffered terribly
from the incursions of the neighboring Kurds, a bloody and in-
tractable horde who respect neither God nor man.  But notwith-

-standing these facts, and while it is customary to hear frequent -
complaints of the injustice meted out to Christians and Jews by

Mahometan oppressors, my observations lead me to the conclu-
sion that they are generally treated with much toleration, and
are rarvely forced to submit to greater injustice and 1ndmmty

-thdn is awarded to Mussulmans as well. But belng 8
races, smarting under the chronic rapacity and misgover
which have characterized oriental governments in all ages, they
feel it more because inflicted by alien rulers of different faitl:;
and hence they assume that they are treated with exceptional
severity. It may be the cage sometimes, but generally the
Mahometans suffer the same results of misgovernment, and
accept the burden with the resignation of fatalists. These con-

clusions may be disputed by some, but twenty-three years’ ex-
perience in various parts of the East give me the right at least

to differ from them. ' ‘ 3

“The work of the American, English, and Romein_ Catholic mis-

sionaries in Persia is among the native Christians and Jews. The
time for direct attempts to convert Mahometans to Chnstmmty
appears to be deferred to the future, 1ndeﬁn1te1y postponed untii
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.'*to 1éave the country as dlsturberb of its peace, which is a]ready o
~ sufficiently threatened. We should not hastily condemn the
- Persians for feeling so strongly on this point.
~ These observations are illustrated by a characteristic incident
~ which occurred ‘at Ispahéin a year or two ago. His Royal High-
ness, the Zil-1-Sultan, took a notion to attend service on a cer-
tain Sabbath at the English Protestant chapel, which is under
. the charge of the veteran missionary the Rev. Dr. Brued  Some

iy days subsequeﬁt to this two Persians, encouraged by the. exam-
ple of the Prince, also attended the same service. When ap-
“ oprised of the fact, the Zil-i-Sultin summoned thém inte his
e presence and ordered their heads to e struck off on the spot.
On being remonstrated with by Dr. Bruce for such inconsist-
ency, the Prince replied: “1I have a right to go where 1 please ;
and I also went in order to satisfy myself whether Persians
attend your services. But if they go to your church they may
~ do it with the intention of (-h;mging their religion; and to do
- that is not tolerated by owr la ‘\s ) 3
The Prince is himself rcputul to be a free-thinker, and .in
favor of I‘furopcan progressive ideas so far as concerns mate-
rial improvement. But the above incident proves what 1 have
| ~stated, that even intelligent Persians perceive in open secession
'-“fr,om Mahometanism at present an attack upon the only codé
s 4Which can be relied upon to preserve order in Persia. They
: Of coursg,,

e Amencan rmssmndrles have row been labormg fifty
in Persia. There are (,a.ptlous persons who ask, “Well,
1y converts have they made ? Would they not do y i

A VA .
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‘more by staymcr at home?l’ Althou«rh thls is not a stnctly
fair way to judge of the value and rvesults of missionary effort, -
yet I have no hesitation in affirming that the missionaries in.
Persia have made the same number of ‘converts as an equal
number of clergymen settled in towns of the United States ;
during the same period. But even if théy had been less suc-
cessful in this respect, it would work no prejudice, nor serve as
an argument, against the, necessity and importance of missions.
For, in the first place, years are required for breaking ground
for acquiring the language, for translating the Seriptures and
other devotional and educational works, and for establishing
schools. :

But the true method for judging the result of missionary
effort is that which regards it, not like a prairie fire that sweeps.
rapidly over the plains devouring all within its range, and as
swiftly dying out, but rather as a mighty, silent influence;:
the quict, steady forces of Nature, which carry the seed

deposit it in the soil, nursing iv with sunshine and with
year after year, until an oak springs up and reaches out its
growing arms over the sod, and in turn scatters the acorns, un-
til a mighty forest waves its ;uajestic boughs where once were
rocks and thistles. Ages passed while Nature was producing
this great evolution; and they who: judged superficially by the
few acorns first produced might have sneered at the slow” but
sure results that were to come after they had mouldered in the
graver, Men do not reason about other great movements as.
they do about missions. TIs it fair, is it just, is it sensible to
make an exception in this case? Amerlmn missions in Persia
may be seemingly & slow, but they are an enduring influence
both for secular as well as religious progress. Their growth
is cumulative, and their power is mighty. : e
The Amerlcan Co]ony in Persxa, which consists altogether of-"'
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They 'number about eighty-five, and are settled at Oroomiah,

Selmis, Heftavin, Tabreez, Hamadan, and Teherdn. Several

English missionaries are stationed at Ispahéin. The necessity of |
~having premises for schools and residences has resulted in‘ the
‘acquisition of considerable property by the American Colony in
Persia. Although this is permitted under the *most-favored-
nation” clause in the treaty between the United States and
Persia, obstacles have been steadily presented to the pur(,ll.lse
or rental of real éstate by the missionaries, which has given rise
to many of the questions brought to the attention of th& United
States Minister in Persia. = Missionaries are a most estimable
body of men in general, and in my efforts to extend to them
the protection of the United States I have found them highly
appreciative of all earnest exertions made in their behalf. From

- the nature of the case, howéver, it must be evident that a mis-
sionary colony located in a fanatical country like Persia must -
necessarily 1eq1mo more diplomatic aid than the same number
of traders. A merchant arousds few prejudices in an Eastern
country ; on the contrary, his endeavors to promote trade tend
to *uld to the wealth of all mncvrnet‘ Persians are as ready to

- see this as any people. But the moment a missionary arrives
in Persia he bhecomes a disturbing t‘.lelllcllt, the prejudices of
fanatics are aroused, and the apprehensions of those who wish to
see order preserved are stimulated, not without reason it must
be admitted. It is well enough to say that people should not .
be disturbed by the presence of a body of men whose labors
are designed to promote human welfare, but when those labors
‘must necesmmly result m agitating families and shaking com-
ﬂmmtles, it is not surprmnn* that they sheould cause alarm if
not resentment on the, part of the invaded peoplg; and while

- those who believe that the missionaries ln-ea(th the truth desire




: progress in a so-called pagan land It is nof dlﬂicult o ima

gine what would be the feelings of a Protestant or a Roxx;van"ﬂ“
Catholic or a Hebrew father in the United States, who should see
a priest of a faith he detests exerting every effort, however hon-
estly, to lead his child from the faith of its fathers. If in this
enlightened country we are disposed to resent such invasions of
our domestic peace, we must allow that something may be said
in palliation of those Persians who view the progress-of foreign
missions in that country with suspicion and dread. To say-
that théy oppose the truth because they. are “sinners” is not
enough, — for who shall say what is truth; or who is he that’
dares to affirm that he or his sect are the sole depositary of
the truths of the universe, the sole delegates inspired to inter- "
pret the tremendous problems of destiny ?

Whether rightly or wrongly, the Persians undoubtedly have
little love for the foreign missionaries so long settled among
them. Although the treaty by inference allows American mis-
sionaries to reside in Persia, it is really by sufferance that
they do so; and I consider it a very strong evidence of the
natural aml ability of the Per bldl] character that our missionaries

are allowetl to remain there with o0 little annoyance, all things

~considered. But were they to enter upon a deliberate attempt

to proselyte the Mahometans now, and decline to yield to

"the remonstrances .of the Persian Government, there is little

reason to doubt that they would be requested.to leave the
country; and considering the present condition of Persia, I
should be very slow to condemn the Shah if he should follow
such a course in such a case. But the American missionaries ,
are aware of this, and while burmnw with zeal to atfack the :

- strongholds of Mahometanism, they are generally amenable to
e, and dlsposed not to precipitate matters bv a faith that

undoubtedly their ultimate aim in Persia



the “false” Prophet, they are able to control their zeal, and
"by working in other directions to spread their influence, m-
spiring confidence in their intelligence and integrity by every

’
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possible means, and thus gradually to sap the foundations of
" the dominant, faith of the country. If T had remained in Persia
; 1t was my intention eventually to combine with the other Le-
»gauqns, if possible, to bring about a wider toleration, such as
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: nommally in Turkey 'l‘hls, of course, must be
i step to the actuil toleration which can come (mly
sult of time. During this interval of waiting and pa-
tience, the American missionaries are forced to be content with
~dlrectmg their ostensible labors_to the elevation of the Nesto-.
z"./rians.and Armenians to purer religious practice, and Christian-
1z1n0* the Jews. These efforts have been attended with some
Bucoeqe especially among the Nestorians. But as the Nestorians,
or Chaldeans, of Persia are a small, entirely isolated community '
‘of scarcely thirty thousand souls, without the slightest present or
future intellectual, social, or political importance, the money and’
energy bestowed in elevating them would be ot ]]tﬂb ploportlon-

ate good, were it not that by this means the ary cause in

Persia obtains a point of vantage, whence to wateh its opportunity
for a direct invasion of the stmnnholdh of Mahometanism.

It must be admitted that the most important factor now at
work in the missionary field of Persia is one that is largely secu-
lar. 1 refer to the employment of missionary physicians. Per-
sons who do not care to be instructed in the tenets of a faith other
than their own are still in need of physical aid; all may not be
in spiritual need, but all soon or later require a physician: If the
practitioﬁer be a man of ability, tact, and suavity, he _acquiréé a,
personal influence that necessarily leads to a modification of the
opposition to the progress of the missionaries with. whom the

physician is associated, and important concessions may thus

gradually be obtained from those in power. Fletcher of Saltoun
said: “ Give me the song-makers of a country; and yon may

have its law-givers.” I would modify this in an oriental coun- g
try, and say, “ Give.me the physicians” If the physician be- .
also a missionary, and withal a shrewd man, there is scarce a
limit to the influence he can obtain.




CHAPTER XIIL

.

THE SHEAHS AND THE TAZIEH, OR PASSION-PLAY OF PERSIA.

HE traveller from Europe who for the first time rambles

through the streets of Persia’s capital in the sacred month
of Moharrém, will be surprised by a sound which is especially
remarkable in the comparative stillness of an oriental city. It
is the voice of children singing, in clear tones, snatches of a song
‘he has never heard before. The notes are weird and plaintive,
suggesting, in a certain indefinable way, strophes of the “ Stabat
Mater;” and yet the strain has a distinct individuality of its own,
a mUbIC«ll cadence that fixes the attention, and touches the
“chords of the emotions.

“Is yon child recalling bits of a popular song or a recent
opera which has taken the city .l')y storm ?” asks the interested
stfdnger from Europe, who knows not that neither popular.
airs, nor operas, exist in Persia.

“No,” you reply to him, *the strain you hear is part of
‘the solemn chant of the Tazi¢h.”

“The Tazieh! What can that be?” asks the bewildered .

forelgner agairr.
" “The Taziéh,” you reply once more, ‘“is the Passion Play

of Persia.” . .

But this explanation, instead of satlsfymg, only stimulates the

" curiosity of the inquirer; and he who has undertaken to gratify it
finds himself bewildered by the attempt to explain in a few words
one of the most remarkable religious phenomena of the age. In
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. honors without an_opposition, which eventually proved fatal no

by the people of Medina or Mediuéh. ‘At the head of a powerful

ordex to give an mtelhglble descnptmn of the Tazxeh 1t is first
necessary to tax the patience of thé reader with the 'repetltlon
of a few salient points in the rise of Mahometanism. If not.
altogether fresh to the student versed in oriental history, these
events have probably attracted but little attention, from the

popular mind of Christendom, and no apology is therefore
necessary for giving a running account of them here, including

“a number of facts that have probably never before heen related
-in print. ‘ .

After sthe death of Mahomet the succession was disputed,
although the Sheiihs affirm that Mahomet had already designated -
Alee as his successor. The succession appeared to belong by
right, as well as naturally, to Alee, who was married to Fatiméh,

e only surviving daughter of the Prophet. But it was not until

the accession and assassination of Abu Beker, Omér, and Oth-

mén, that the magnanimons Alee was elected to the caliphate.

Even then he was not permitted to enjoy the  long-deferre

only to himself, but also to the continuation of the caliphate ij
the family of the founder of the Faith. After crushing two fo
midable rivals besides Ayesha the evil-hearted wife of Mahod
who had offered the most bitter opposition, Alee found hims
unable to overcome the resistance of Moaviyéh. It was at D
mascus that the latter, a crafty and astute chieftain, succeeded in
establishing the caliphate in the line of the Ommiades. Inferior
‘to-Alee in the field, Moaviyéh maintained his throne by supéﬁ()r e

adroitness. When Alee was in turn assassinated, his oldest son -
Hassn assumed the caliphate, to which he was peacefully eleoféd'

army he marched to encounter Moaviyéh. The enthusiasm of
his - generals and forces promised a decisive victory ; but
Hassin was a man’ of peaceable disposition, averse to actme‘
hfe, and prefen'mg the tranquil domestlcn:y of a ana.te ci :

-o'



% Consclous of ‘his unﬁtness to conduct a cnnl ‘war requn'mg ‘an

arm of iron and a heart of steel, he proposed to abdicate in favor.

~ of Moaviyéh, reservmtr the succession to himself after the death
._of Moayiy€h, who was much the elder, ‘and an ample revenue
during a life of ease and retirement at Medina.

The terms of the pacification were accepted and religiously
followed by :Moaviyéh. But Yezeed; his son, foreseeing that
the approaching death of his father would restore the virtuous
Hassin to the caliphate, caused the latter to be poisoned by

one of his wives. Although probably ignorant of the nefa:

rious, design of Yezeed, Moaviyéh acquiesced in the result;
he could not resist the temptation, thus unexpectedlf offered,
' of continuing the line in his family by naming Yezeed as
his successor. The accession of the latfer was accepted by
‘the various provinces of the now extensive dominions of
Islam, with the exception of Medina and Mecea, or Mek-

kéh, and the Persian satrapy, of which Bagdad and Cufa .

were chief cities, which gave in  their allegiance to the
lion-hearted Hossein, the brother of Hassin, and, like him, a
grandbon of the Prophet. Hnsse'l'n was a man of different metal
from Hassin. He had opposed his brother's abdieation, and' he
now perceived, after escaping a plot to assassinate him, that the

.
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- Empire was not large enough to contain himself and Yezeed in

peace ; he therefore boldly prepared for a final conflict that was
to decide the claims of the Aleeites and the Ommiades. Escap-
‘ing from Medina, whose governor had schemed to entrap him,
’Hqsse'in hastened with his family toward Cufa. Alee had made

: ‘erbelﬁh near that, city, and it was onlyenatural that Hossein

ple cﬂ' Cufa, who wm'm]y invited him to proceed thither,
0 : ]nm every support in the approachmg decision of

at city his capital; he was buried in the sacred shrine of

.should now place reliance in the professed allggiance of the




'Whlfﬂmg uneamly from one extreme to. another, like a vam o
“whirled alternately by the veering blasts of an approaching
storm, — to-day, one thing; to-morrow, another.

The inhabitants of Cufa had hardly sent a pressing invitation
to Hossein to-resort to their city, with the offer of & powerful

host and their homage, when they allowed themselves to be
easily diverted from their purpose by the swift messenger sent
by Yezeed, who was ordered to seize Cufa. If not altogether
acquiescing in the stern mandates of the new governor, the
Cufees #t least tamely submitted, and allowed an army to be
sent to crush Hossein without so much as forewarning the heroic
grandson of the Prophet of the danger to whieh they themselves

had exposed him by their earnest profession of zeal in his cause.-

There was Wmon in the air: the known fickleness of the
people of Cum suggested the utmost ¢ aution ; the (-hfu;,a.cter of
Yezeed was well -known ; and, on all lnnds ‘Hossein svas urcred
to delay his departure, or, at least, to leave behind him his w1ves,
children, and kinsfolk. But Hossein was a man of courage,
and, what was more, a true believer in predestination. “What

is written is written,” is the doctrme of the Koran; of what
worth is faith, if it will not be'u‘ the test in the hour of trial?

What better occasion could offer for the son of Alee to testify to

his descent from the Prophet, and to his unflinching belief in the.

tremendous fiat of Kismét?. Therefore, accompanied by his
family and a score or two of Arab horsemen, Hossein went

.

forth unflinchingly to meet his doom. Not alone to the annals' -

and legends of the Christian Church must one look to find true ;. o
martyrs and heroes of faith. If ever there was a hero that man
was Hossein, son ofs Alee. The hemlsm of Hossein was the
more remarkable, because from the outset” of his journey he was

oppressed by a presentiment of death stalking in his path across
the desert, and rapidly overtaking the small troop of devoted
~ victims wearily marchmg to the grave. “To God we be




 many tragedles of the Iong-forgotten ages, and near the spot’
f‘f‘:" . ﬁfhei'e but vecently the votaries of Zoroaster had succumbed to
 the irresistible onset of the Losts of Islim, on the hard-contested
- field of' Kadesiyéh, the despairing band wis brought to a halt
by the army which had been sent to intercept its progress.
The negotiations which followed proved futile; for the General
of Yezeed, the fierce Emir Odbeid Allah, would accept of noth-
-, ing short of an unconditional surrender preceded by an absolute =~
oath of allegiance to Yezeed, while Hossein preferred death: to

‘Tife on such terms. - His four brothers, sons of ‘Alee by unother‘
wife, and all his companions also declined to accept the safé
f“l;.;' conduct offered to them, choosing to share the fate of Hossein.

In thé mean time the enemy had planted themselves between
- the camp of Hos.se'l'n and the Euphrates, and to the other hor-
i .' - rors of this terrible hour was now added that of thirst in a land :
qulvermrr with intolerable heat.- The last night in the little
- camp was one of solemn prcpamtm.n, of portentous dreams and
~ fateful gloom. = Zeinéb and Hossein, brother and sister, the

~ children of Alee and Fatiméh, held mournful converse on the

v"cre_epihg horror of the morrow, — the day that should see the
destruction of, the family of the Prophet of God. Around them
"gathered, one by one, their ‘children and kinsfolk and the small
‘ﬂ;and of faithful defenders. Hossein urged them to ﬂy while yet "

:, a;nd all un_lted in exclaunmg w1th hit that they would
Hqssem. The time for deliberation was past; there
: forl them: but one thing, —to die. But they would die
'tmmnér that the memory thereot should ring round the
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yet unborn A trench was dug around the camp and ﬁlled mth
fa(rots and tent-stakes, to kindle when the final assault should
come. At daybreak the little band was surprised by the addi-
tion of Harro and thirty warriors of Cufa. Conamence—shntten
by the pu'ﬁd} in which with their fellow-citizens vlwy weré on
‘the point of joining, they had decided to contnbute their own
umily of Alee,

tisan ; the com-

lives to the final defence and sacrifice of the

The attack was begun by Sheinr, a fierce
bat continued until the hour for noon prayer, when there came a
cessation of arms.  During the truce Hossein ehanted the ¢ Song

of Fear,” which is only_rec 1t0d in moments of extreme peril.

The final catastrophe, w $mever doubtful, was not long deé-
ferred after the resumption of the str ugele.  Hossein fcll-plerced
with over thirty wounds; and lis head was struck off by the fero-
* c¢ious Shemr, who carried it all gory to-Obeid Allih. Among the

. slain were eighteen descendants of Alee arid Fatiméh. But the

3

slanghter suffered by the assailing army far exceeded that 'Oi
the assailed.  Hossein sold his life dearly. Zeinéb and some of
the women and children were spared, and eventually taken into
the presence of Yezeed, together with the heads of Hbsse'fn and
his brothers. Yezeed acted w 1th moderation, and- the remaining
descendants of the Prophet be(*m(*d to have retired fl‘om further
participation in public affairs, laying aside nnbmon, and merg- .
ing themselves into the life of private citizens or of rehgmus
teachers and expounders of the Faith. v
Not so, however, was it with others, who although not of the

house of Alee were firm believers in the rights of the descend'-;

ants of the Propilet. Among the fanatic adherents of the cause
was Al Muchtr, ‘called the avenger. Assuming the office of
vindicator of the growing sect of Sheiths, who: cherished the

‘tion against all who were concerned in the slaughter of Hosseiﬁ. i
The story of his persistent efforts and marvellous explm merits



A . THE PASSION-PLAY OF PERSIA.
© aseparate narrative; but it suffices to state here that in the ac-
* complishment of his tremendous task Al Muchtir succeeded so
thoroughly, that besides slaying-all the leaders in that great’
tragedy, and an immense multitude in numerous battles, he
slaughtered nearly three score thousand in cold blood before
he himself fell under the stroke of the grim destroyer of all.
The career of Al Muchtir was however only @n episode in the
great drama about to follow, which was destined to involve na-
thHb as actors, and to ge ain in interest and nnpoltmwo for many -
ages, —a_ great Jellglous phenomenon, directly resulting from
the tragedy on the banks of the Euphrates. Christendom, en- -
gaged in its own thousand sectariin conflicts, little recked of the
“great religious movements that were heing evolved in a distant ‘
land, — the land of Irdn, which had given language to Europe,
and dew;loped a magnificent civilization before the rise of Ath-
ens; ‘a civilization which had already produced one of the
great theistic cults of the world ere the Star in the Kast pointed
the Persian Magi to the lowly cradle-manger of Christ the
2 " Redeemer.
.~ The entire Mahometan world from Afghanistin to the Straits
of Gibraltar now seemed to a(‘k.nnw]vdge the sway of the:
- caliphs of the line of Moaviyéh and his successors. The rival
i ~claims of Alee and his family appeared laid at rest and forgotten.
But not so; in Iran, or Persia, the sectaries of Alee were slowly
*_biding their time. It is not a little singular that not at Mecca,
nor at Medina, where the Prophet first proclaimed his doc-
trines, were the chaims of his children accepted, but in a distant
land peopled by another race. His children were buried in
'iorelgn soil, and the honor "accorded to theix memory is-to be
fqund not 1n Arabia, but in Persia. Thlq may be due in part to




rocky heights whlch overlook the extenswe mms of Rhel, tl;e
last capital of the Sassanides, where she bade her father fareWeﬂ‘
There is no good reason to doubt the legend which marks ’che

tomb of the daughter of Yezdigérd. ‘
But be the cause what it may, the fact remains, that in Per-

sia the memory of Alee and his unfortunate family was remem-

bered with profound veneration by a small and persecuted sect,
many of whom sealed their faith with their blood.. They called
themselves Sheihs, and cursed the caliphs and all other Mahem-

etans who are known by the name of Sunnees. The fathers of*

T

this devoted sect were the Twelve Holy imims. Other features , i

regarding the Sheéih sect have been mentioned in the precedmg
chapter.

For many ages the Sheiihs of Persia were generally a per-

secuted sect of enthusiasts receiving scant tolerance from the

numerous dvnastxes, either native or foreign, w
each other with bewildering rapidity, and uqu(ﬂly .
Sunnee doctrines.  After eight hundred years of heroic fmth and

ta all who wait and believe. In the latter part of the fifteenth
century there was born at Ardebeel a child named Ismail. On
his father’s side he was descended from Mirza Khazim, the
Seventh Holy Imam, and was therefore in the direct line of

. endurance the hour of trlumph came to the Sheiihs, as it comes

reay
b

N

descent from Fatiméh and Alee; on his motlier’s side, sin-

gularly enough, he claimed descent'by one remove from the

Christian Emperor of Trebizond.  Ismail proved to be possessed

of superlor talents. He instigated a revolt in which he suc
ceeded, after several hard-contested ﬁelds, in deposmg the kur‘ ;
dish dynasty of the Ak Kovun]u He mounted the thron
of Persia in 1499 and founded the dynasty of the Sufees

Al

Ay
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consolidate Persia once more into a great empire, but he also
united nemly the entire population in a common zeal for the
faith of the sectaries of Alee. The Mahometan world soon
x learned not only that Persia was once more a vast dominant
power, but also that she presented a united front against all the
orthodox Sunnee nations who surrounded her on all mdeb, and
against whom she now breathed potential curses and wifr.
It is not smgu]n.r that the brilliant memory of the splendor
and power of the Sefavean dymnasty, associated as it is with the
emphatic influence it gave to the adherents of Alee, should have

- made the Persians tenacious of a faith to which their country

owod so much ; nor that, like some European nations, religion and
patriotism are witlt them almost synonymous terms. Inspired
with new zeal and national enthusiasm, the Persian Sheihs of the

early Sefavean period demanded a vent for their sectarian fervor.

Such a vent partially camé in the celebration of the anniver-
saries of the most important events that history and legend
recorded in the lives of Alee and his descendants. .The idea of
thus commemorating the tragical events on which the Sheih
faith is founded appears to have been borrowed from a practice
+ established by Moaviyéh, the first of the line of the Ommiades,
“which it is quite likely® was suggested to him by some early
custom of the passionate and imaginative tribes of Arabia in
the pre-Mahomttan period. The circumstances mune(,ted with
t}le murder of the third, caliph, Osmén, were in the highest
(Tegree dramatic. Moavlyeh caused this event, on each retumm
~ of the anmversary, to be represented at his court in Damascus,
‘Whether by recitations or dramatic impersonation or both does
not appea.r. At any rate this very probably suggested to the

' theSheahs Shah Is.inéfil'; is li,kewi's.e surnamed, on account of
his services to the Sheith doctrines, Shah Djenn@t Mackhan, or
“the King dwelling in Paradise evermore.” Not only did he

Ebwm ﬂ.smnlar commemoratlon of the prmclpal event in the '

- “L.‘
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hves of the foundors and upholders of the Sheﬁh falth Meraly‘,”,
as a matter of hypothesis, I venture to suggest that posslbly th@ '
+ Persians may have borrowed the idea of such annual commem-.
orations from a practice which seems to have obtamed ages
before of celebrating the slaughter of Smerdis the Magian by
King Darius, the annual celebration” being called by the Greeks
the Magophonia. What form of celebrating these events was in *
vogue anmong the Slieihs before the Sefavean period we can’
“only imagine from what occurred with more pomp and pageantry
during tkat dynasty.

Tradition states, however, that during the brief Deilamee
dynasty, about 933 to 986 A. 1., the practice began of commem-
orating the events in the lnstory of the Shedh sect by recita-
tions given in the form of exhortations by prominent mollahs,
from pulpits erected in the public squares or (by 1n."
in the residences of the chief dignitaries® during the ¢

months accounted holy by the Sheiihs. These recitations _
according to the enthusiasm, the imagination, or the talent of
the speaker, and were called rhozéh. The rhozéh recitations
continue in full force to the present day; halls called rhozéh
khanéh are especially constr ucted for these religious rhapsodies..
But the zeal of the Sufavees, aided as it was by an opulence and
splendor which has rendered the reigns of Shah Abbass the
Great and his successors almost proverbial, quickly sugg‘ested
more pomp and circumstance in the confmemoration of the mar-
tyrdom of the saints of the Sheidh faith. Sir John Chardlm,
in his magnificent and generally reliable work on Perma in the

~Sefavean period, has given a minute account of thQ spectacle
hewitnessed at Ispahin during the lmly month of Moharrem.
We are enabled from his narrative to form a coneeption of
the elaborate ceremonies whu h already in the fifth relgn of ﬂiq

9-«
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 can Iearn e]sewhere, that any attempt was made in- that age to
~give a distinctively dramatic character to the representations of
*  these solemn ‘scenes.. 2
The idea of dramatizing them appears to have come only
gradually, and is still in a somewhat nebulous condition, as will

be evident in the sequel. Indeed, the Tazieh is the result of a
long and gradual evolution, as an intelligent Persian informed’

me, rather than the igspiration of any single imaginative genius;

' and it yet lacks a certain rounded completeness or artistic sym-
: metry and finish of detail. There is for all Mahometaits alike
a sacred month devoted to a terrible ordeal of fasting from
sunrise to sunset. It consists of an abstention not merely from
“certain articles of food, or in taking nourishment in reduced

_ quantities, as in.the rather perfunctory fasts of the Christian
-churches, but is really an absolute abstinence from every form
of nourishment or stimulant, including water and smoking, for
the entire day. In summer the ordeal is indeed one of the most
trying ever invented for the torture of man. This fast is called
the Ramazin. In order to sustain the faith and fortitude of true
believers at this season, the Sheiihg allow representations of the
Taziéh and the exhortations of the Rhozéh during that month.
But the true time for these representations is during the twe

" extremely holy months of Moharrém and Safir. In these two
~ months the expmm(lers' of the Alee sect have contrived to
bring closely together a ‘number of important and significant
eveﬁts. It is too much to ask the critical unbeliever to accept
80 remarka’ole a commdencc as the occurrence of such har-
'mon} in the events relating to the foundation of this sect; it
_is easier to assume that they were miracutously brought into
mmh Juxtaposmon, or that the expounders, of th¢ Sheih law,
lx;!;e doctbrs in some other rehfrlons, were glfted with the happy




: 'of some other dxstmo'mshed men have presented sone starﬂmgf i«
coincidences, which have been naturally accepted by f‘le multi-
tude as indicating in the most distinct manner the mterest takenf "

E.z.z L

by an overruling Providence in the career of meh raised by
destiny to coutrol the march of empire. In the present mstance,
however, it is easier to believe that the imaginative zeal of
oriental fanaticism, rather than a Providence dealing with facts,
is I‘e\pﬂllhlble for the close sequence of the numerous events that
are attributed to the m}steumm and extr.mrdnmry months of
Moharrem and Safir. Among these occurrences

of Hassiin and of Hosscin, the birth of the I’rophe
dom of the Imém Rezih, and the death of l‘aw, h, dauolltex" £
of Mahomet. B

It should be stated that a month before Molurrem occurs the
solemn festival of Courbin Bairfim, or the ®* Feast of the Sacri-. .
fica”. The chief ceremony of this occasion is the slaughter -of - :
the camel, a ceremony repeated in ev'ery city of Persia. At YO
Teheran the animal, gayly caparisoned, is led into a densely
thronged square near the palace of Negaristin, and_cdused to -
kneel. At the auspicious moment a spear in the hand of a rela- i
tive of the Shah is thrust into a vital spot behind the neck ; but i

scarcely has the blood burst forth before a hundred knives aré

thrust into the poor animal by the by hfand(“l\ and in a twmkhno' 4

the carcass is divided into many par ts. Each" quarter of the @

h &

“endeavors to seize a portion, which may be kept for good luelc
durmo the succeeding tw elvemonth T]us (-eremon} seems a4

Busmem in the bazaars nearly comes to a stop, and as
approaches the wild shout of the processmns of fanatlés



Y .demonstratlve as to prove a disturbing element in the elty In

fthose. days @large part of the male populatmn leave the shirt loose -

‘in the neck, and the testéh parade at all hours of the day, yelling

~with loud and monotonous cadence, ‘“ Ya Hossein, ya Hossein!”

Sometimes they vary this by sheutine' “Ya Hassén, ya Hassln!”
Durmg the last two or three. da) s of this public demonstration of
mourning it is considered prudent for all foreigners and unbe-’

lievers to attract as little attention as possible, lest, if seen by’

- these excited throngs, they be insulted or even assaulted by
“some of the mob, now frenzied by religious excitement to-an
' extraordinary detrree f

Altlmugh the danger IS less than formerly, vet even at
Teherfin it is wot Wholly imaginary ; at any time there is a
hablhty to renewed outbursts of the scenes of horror which

~formerly characterized the processions -of the test¢h. In 1884,

for example, there was certainly an accession of fanaticism 4

gie ~and exmtement such as has not heen seen at Teherin for sev-

= a troop of some sixty men hurried -by stripped to the middle,
~ and in several cases completely nude. They all with one
zwaa.ceo:-d smote their bare bosoms with their right hands with
% "\earmm rhythm of sound. Their bosoms were raw from the
7 7‘tﬂ1 blows ; all cargied naked swords or dmrgers in thelr

ﬂhe head a nmnher were (,oveted w1t)1 streams of

eral years One procession w hich passed my gate on the
mornlng of the tenth day presented a sickening spectacle.
: "P-’receded and followed by an admiring crowd of the rabble,

'

]

e

' ﬂwy l:apldly strode in this fierce manner from street S




was like that of 4 fearful mghtmare. Iti is S5t uticomBen for N men
to fall dead in these processions, overconie by the loss of blood g
“or the terrible pitch of éxcitement to which they have .wrought 3
' tl}émselvesf In the pi'()\'ill(%i&i cities of Persia the testéh some-’
times meet, either accidentally or purposely, and hew ;tlleilj way
“through each other witlr serious loss of life. In Tabreez during
the celebration of 1884 great excitement prevailed, and the
troops were called out to quell what threatened to become ‘a
dismtrous and overwhelming riot. , At Teheran the seve 1'eqt : pen

alties are now threatened against any leaders of the

the

of the Moharrém who contrive to encounter eachf
to other

streets.  Unfortunately this edict has not

yarts of Persia, and serious disturbance ir elsewhere.
1 )

It is needless to add that it is nof#he most law-abiding or
intelligent people who join in these processions, but usually the
more ignorant or vicious classes, who crave excitement or. de-
lude themselves into the belief that by such an occasional Out- A
burst of fanaticism they may lay up a reserve of piety that shall -
» float them safely through another year of iniquity. Such a de-
lusion is unfortunately not confined to Persia, nor to the secta-
ries of Alee. The better class of Persians stbutly affirm  that

“this disordered zeal is entirely contrary to the commands of the
Prophet, and instead of excusing it they declare that if is the

)

lutees, or canaille, who engage in these excesses. I’vidences are
not wanting that long before the rise of Mdhometamsm exam—

ples of such mob violence were customary in Persia at certa.m
annual festiv 115, and were wmked at by the authontles as a.ﬁ'ord-

* g «A&!

most curmus fa.cts in the development of clVlhzatlon‘M reli-




~ gion is the lapping over, from one epoch to anather, of the sdmél

. customs under different names and seemingly 1nsp1red by alto-
"L_gether QppOSlte causes. '

* But every circumstance connected with this commemoratwe

o ;perlod of. public lamentation is quite subordinate, and as it were
subsidiary, to the great dramatic représentation of the tragedy
which involved the descendants of Alee and Fatiméh in one
common catastrophe. T refer to the Zwzieh. In all parts of
‘Persia this tragedy is reproduced with more or less power dur-
ing the sacred months of mourning ; but as in former eages, so
“at the present time, one must see the performance represented
under royal patronage, and honored by the Shah himself and

* the royal family, in order to understand the varied character

and -significance of a drama in which the (ombined religious

and patriotic fervor. of a great sect and people find their. most
ample expression. )

It is not ‘easy for those of other beliefs to gain®access to-the
royal Takiéh, for, so the building is' called where the drama of
the Tazieh is unfolded for ten successive days. Having heen
specially favored by an m\ltatmn from the Zahir-i-Doiléh,
a son-in-law of the Shal, to witness -three scenes of this ex-
traordinary performance, I shall endeavor to give a faithful
description of what I actually saw. 1 am convinced, after care-
ful reflection, that one who has seen the Tazi¢h has enjoyed the
- opportunity of formitig shme conception of the manner in which. ‘

~the dramas of ancient Gréece were placed on the stage, and of

. the effect they ‘produced .on the imaginativé, more simple and
'%motlonal audiences of ﬂlat period, who needed no factitious
scenery or other dl'tlﬁClal .uds to clothe the ideal with all the

dct}lallty of the real T . s




"a.re not always represented in ‘the order in whlch they oc-
curred.. In several instances ep1sodes -are placed on the stage
~which actually happened after the final catastrophe.  The
“solemnity of the ovcasion, and the monotony  which mlo'ht
oceur from twenty successive acts played in the afternoon and

evening of ten consecutive days,  is also relieved by occasxonal
episodes having apparently but a remote relation to the chief

events of the drama. Tlm I think, is nut so much be(-ause of

tion to secure two end% —to prevcnt the vcmt and crenera]ly
ignorant audience from l(mn(r its interest "in the subject. of
the Taziéh, and at the same time to prevent diversion from the
vast importance of the events represented.  Thus dltenmtely
‘ente]tamcd or aroused to profound emotion, ‘the ‘audience is
carried ea_slly along from scene to scene until the fenth da},
called the Gattle, or ©“ Day of Slaughter,” when Hossein is slain,

at which time the excitement of the andience, and in fact of the |

entire city, reaches a point bordering on frenzy.
T was invited to attend on the fifth day of the Taziéh. We

arrived at the Takiéh towards noon. On alighting from the
carriage T was surprised to see an immense circular building as
];u‘trc as the amphitheatre of Verona, sn'lidl\' constructed ‘of brick.
b g Yerashes, or liveried fontmen cleared the way before us. Thrash-

ing their staves rmht and left, they opéned a way through the
erowd that packed the great portal ; and entering a dark, vaulted
vestibule, I groped, or rather was impelled by the throng, towards

a staircase crowded with servants whose masters had alrea.dy'l

.

arrived. le(, all stfum in Perma, thesc were adapted to ﬂle“ 5

(R




- were of plaiﬁ brick, but tlley were hung with cashmere shawls

)

knees and heels, a most painful position for oné not accustomed
to it from infancy ; I was obliged to compromise by sitting cross-
¢ legged, Turkish fashion. It is worthy of notice that # ne: arly
life-size portrait of Mahomet hung on the wall.” Of course it was
an imaginary likeness, and the Prophet himself, who denounced

. paintings of any object having life, would have condemmed its

~of price, anll the choicest of rugs enriched the floor. A number
~of Persian gentlemen of lower rank occupied the back part of
weeethe apartment by invitation ; all alike were seated on théir

appearance there ; but the Persians, having a marked aptitude”

for the arts, have, as we have already said, found means of*ex-

~.plaining away the precepts of their religious founder when it has®

- the oriental conception of the person of the Father of the -Faith-
~ ful, the picture was not unworthy of comparison with the con-
~ventional idea of Christ which has been perpetuated by Christian
~art. The Prophet was 1'ep1e.sented as a handsome man. in the
- prime of life, with ruddy features and a poetical and Sensuous

_suited their tastes and convenience to do so. As representing

-rather than a reflective temperament.  On his head was a green

turban ; seated cross- legged a naked scimitar lay across his
'l-knees. R .
Havmg Wlllmgly madc a concession to popuLu fecling by

»



1 did On lookmg forth over the vast arena a sught met my
~gaze which was indeed - extraordmarv The interior of the -
building is nearly two hundred feet-in diameter and some
“eighty feet high. A domical frame of timbers, firmly spliced
and braced with iron, springs from the walls, giving support '
to the awning that protects the interior from the surlight and -
the rain. From the centre of the dome a large'cliandélier was,
suspended, furnished with four electric burners, —a recent in-
novation. A more oriental form of illuminating the building
was seen in the prodigious number of lustres and candle- .
sticks, all of glass and protected fromr the air by glass shades
open at the top and variously colored ; they were concentrated
against thé wall in immense glittering clusters. Estimating from
*those attached to one box, I judged that there were upwa

five thousand candles in these lustres.

The arrangement of the boxes, or more strigthy log
peculiar. The walls nowhere indicated any serious attempt a,"
decoration, except in single string-courses of brick (the only ma-
terial apparent) and gilded Saracenic cornices over the arched
loggias. Nor was there any regularity of design in the plan of
details such as gives majesty to the arrangement of the gal-
leries in Roman amphitheatres, like the Coliseum. . And‘yet
the general effect was picturesquely grand, as if the architect
was 80 conscious that by merely following the arrangement
“suggested by the aim in view he would achieve a noble archi-
tectural expression, that he disdained t& depend on anything

:t‘ ¥

‘but the constructive details to justify his " génius. . For ex-

B

ample, one side of the loggia of the Shah, boldly. dlsregard‘
- ing symmetry, raised the arch of its broad window to twice the
dimensions of the ngighboring loggias. Opposite again was
row of logg'las associated together by a line of senn-Saracém;@ N
archivolts over the windows, which were completely con 1y
by a green lattlce and framed with mouldmgs pamteédw ;




and gold ; ﬂie_se were ‘appropriated to the wives of : the Shahi |
- Midway between these two divisions was still another group

. THE PASSION-PLAY OF PERSIA.

of latticed windows, and opposite -to them in turn was a deep

V -
arched loggia resembling a reception-room, quite two stories in

height, intended for a daughter of the Shah. As she did not

occupy it when I was there, the gauze-like drapery was raised,

: displa,ying still another likenpss of the Prophet. As if inténtion-

ally to prevent any monotony from too symmetrical a design,
the entrances to the floor or pit differed in width, the widest
being some twenty-five feet; the arched roofs extended to a
height of thirty and forty feet respectively. These vaulted
passagé's, being of course pierced through the walls, gave a

‘means for gauging the vast solidity of the structure, the walls

being nearly fifty feet in thickness on the ground; this added
wonderfully to the really grand effect of tlllb stupendous
structure. i

If this royal amphitheatre of Teherin were of polished
marblé like the amphitheatres of old, it ‘would- scarcely yield to
them in the beauty and impressiveness of its interior. Material
does really count for something in architecture, even if it appeals
to the imagination alone. I could ot avoid observing the mas-
terly arrangement of the arches to produce strength and beauty
alike. Whether the Persians borrowed the principle of the arch
from the Assyrians or not, it is certain that they excelled in

‘managing it before the Romans, to whom the discovery of the

arch has been falsely .attributed ; and they still make it one of:
the most prominent and successful features of their architecture.

In the centre of the areng was a circular stage of masoiiry,
""'f":,raised three feet and approached by two stairways. On one
mde of the building a pulpit of white marple was attached to

the wall, of the form universally followed in Mahometan coun-
tries, being a lofty, narrow flight of steps protected by a solid
alustrade on each side; and terminating in a small platform,

S W by 8 25 4 ! e ’




 The speaker has no o other” platform tha.n the upper step, which is
crowned with a canopy: According as the spirit moves him, he

‘occupies various steps of this scale of pulpit platforms, The
gpiritual exaltation, or the age and tank of the speaker. suﬂgest
from what elevation he shall exhort the people seated on the
pavement below him. :

But T soon discovered that all the architectural details of this
remarkable building were secondary to the extraordmaly sl')ec-
-tacle offered by the assembled multitude. The entire arena,
with the exception of a narrow 15&ssage around the stage, was
absolutely packed with women, thousands on thousands. At a
rough estimate it seemed to me that quite four thousand women
were seated there cross-legged on the earthen floor, w]ﬁc%as
made slightly sloping, in order to enable those in the rear to
sed¢ over the heads of thosd before them,—not that aﬁy of them
could complain of high ‘bonnets to obstruct the sight, for not a
bonnet was to be seen, nor ever had been seen there. 1t was a
dense, compact mass of women uniformly dressed in blue-black
mantles, each havi.mr a white veil drawn tightly over the head
and face, the only vent for sight being a small lattice of beau-
tifully worked lace directly bhefore the eves. This was attached-
to the back of the head:- by a glittering buckle, those of the
wealthier women sparkling with gold and brilliants. This is the
only vanity a Persian woman is permitted to indulge in wben_l:
-abroad ; they make up for it at homé by a marvellous stratam
of red paint and, jewels, — at least so it is said by those who have i
seen them. Four thousand white heads and dark-blue mantl‘ea,""
-and not a face to be seen, — that was a sight indeed! It wasa 7
spectacle to make one smile, and \'et to reflect on the power qf e
faslnon and custom W here except in the Orient, so full of ab-




 from the gaze of mankind? Let no one imagine, however, thiat
- the women of Persia have not the power to create a veil-dis-
- pelling reform if they so willed: in no country have the women

- more general influence and power. But they have been brought
up in the belief that religion requires that the face of woman
must be concealed from public gaze; and the notmu remains
strong as the motive for chastity.

It is unnecessary to allude to the confused chattering which
a.rose‘fr(’)'r‘n this multitude of fair-ones while waiting for the play
to begin ; it goes without saying. Now and again a 'p:m of
them would relieve the long interlude of expectancy by a
wrangle, which in one case degenerated into a fight, resulting
“in the wrenching of veils and coiffare and a display of features
. before the entire -audience. :

Au amusing character in the crowc was a quizzical old fellow
‘with a cup and a jug of water, doling out drinks as an act of de-
votion ; this he has done for many years at the Taziéh, in order
to remind the people that Hossein suffered in his last hours from
the agonies of thirst. As af a Spanish bull-fight, so here venders.
of refreshments might be seen wizh lemonade, tea, ulnd kalidns,
the latter smoked by women as well as men. The masculine

~sex was in but a small miubrity in the arena; what few men
were there .stood behind the compact army of women. Most
- of the men present were in the loggias. When the pit was full
-and others tried to wedge their way in, the ushers and guards
“drove them out with unmerciful violence. Refreshments were
:.‘sar\'eﬂ i'n our bok 1epeatedly, and urrar% for myself and drago-

. But after the performance begfm, all smoking and
"raﬁgshments were banned as mdmatmg a frivolity inconsistent




‘expectatlon was intensified and piety increased to 3 degree
proper to a thorough appreciation of what was to cqme Thve
Faithful was yet further stimulated by the -
d young, — one'a mere boy of fifteen, —

“holy zeal of th
" mollahs, both

who ascended th

‘Tgave vent to a profound “ Ya Alee' Ya Hoas@in!” then many
_voices would join in; and thus by gradual accessions of fervor_

alpit in turn and exhorted the people with™
a thozéh, or religious rapsody, on the virtues and martyrdom of" .

~Alee and the Holy ImAms. As in a camp-meeting frequent ~

amens are heard, so whenever some especially eloquent period

was rolled forth in fervid tones responses were heard from every

quarter, —now a loud “Ya Hossein!” or anon the sound of

some one smiting his bare bosom
At length a crowd was seen massing in the great enfs
opposite the royal loggia, vhich resolved itself into a froce lon
of nearly two hundred men, who proved to: Mzmts of thq
Shah’s household. Led by the head-steward of the Palace the}

entered the theatre, two by two, slowly matrching around the

circular stage. They were all dressed in black mourning livery;
each had the breast bare, and with regular cadence, as they
marched, they smote their bosoms with their right hands. - The
skin was crimson, for twice' daily during five days they had

repeated this extraordinary performance. The reader will
remember that at the crucifixion the spectators smote their
breasts; it has in all ages been one ‘of the most commen of

Weis

~oriental ceremonies for expressing lamentation.
This procession, like all which followed, delayed a moment

opposite the royal loggia and saluted “the Shah.  Dixectly afte:#

them came a confused group of men in Arab costume, who

beat their breasts in unison with a force that exc:ted apprehen"
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ok hard wood which they struck together witht o sharp, ex-
~ asperating rhythm. The two latter groups, like the chorus in
S 't.he Gregk plays, were collectively symbolical of a class, repre-
© senting in this case the wild Arabs of the desert who from afar

beheld the ,march of Hossein thréugh their country, and be- -
wailed their lndblhty to assist the martyrs in their final struggle.
* As the last of the three processions filed out of the building the
strains of martial music burst on the ear, solemnly. breathing

- funeral dirge. It-was one of the military bands of the Shal,

and was followed in steady procession by six other 1emmenml
bands, each in turn striking up a minor strain,
The last band had ceased its music and disappeared, when

- in the gate through which they had entered another group
. was seen collecting and forming. ‘In front, facing the audi-
- ence, were several children dressed i1 green; at their side -war-

riors gathered glittering in the chain-armor and gold-inlaid

‘helmets of past ages. Suddenly on the solemn silence, like

- the thrill of a bird at night, came the voice of one of -the

"

children, low and solemn, then rising to a high, clear tone
indescribably wild and thrillingly pathetic, —a tragic ode of®
remarkable effect and power. fle who has once heard that.
strain can never forget the impression it made, although alto:
gether different from the minor chords of European musie.
This song of lamentation was an announcement to the spec-

tators that they were %o prepare themselves to behold a

~ soul-moving tragedy, — the martyrdom of Hossein and the

~ grandehildren of the Prophet. Other voices gradually joined’
in the lcha.n.t,- one by one, until a sublime choral elegy pealed
,~'oizer the vast arena with such an. Agony 0£ sound that it actu-




" their lives with a smile of stern exultation and triumph.»

PERSIA AND THE PERSIANS

There they formed in dopble ranks, a.nd with low obeisance

paid their salutations to, the Shah. ;

There was no scenery on the stage; the only objects it
contaiged were such as to arouse the amusement of one who
*reflected on. what was really the condition of affairs in the far-
away little camp by the banks of”the tawny Luphrates, where
ages ago the group of martyrs surrounded by savage hordus
suffered with thirst and perished miserably on the hot wastes of
Mesopotamia. One could scarcely repress a smile-at the chairs
overlaid with beaten gold ‘which were brought from the royal

treasury,.and the sofa and the uncouth beds covered with cano-

pies to 'i‘epresent the tents. But to those who had never seen

elaborate seenery and viewed things through the medium of a ™

lively fancy these chairs, worth four thousand dollars each,

seemed to indicate the l'e{‘ercnce which Persia to-day extends

.across the ages to the champions of the Faith; and the absur{l

attempt to represent tents was to them no more absurd tha the
buskins and tragic masks worn by those who enacted the death
of Agamemnon on the marble stage of the amphitheatre of
Athens two thousand years ago. It was not things but men that

riveted the rapt attention of the vast audience ; not material ob-

jects, but the achievements and utterances of souls gazing down
the vistas of time from the shining pinnacles of moral grandeur.
If those Arabian heroes had foreseen, — and who knows that

“

.

they had not a glimpse of the future ? - I say, if they had fore-
geen that fourteen hundred years after their death ‘their fate .
would be ré-enacted and wept by mourning ‘multitudes w1th" :

profound honor and love, perhaps they would have laid down

Hossein was represented by an actor named Mollah Hossrein,

Who was dmped in massive robes of green and cashmere in-

wrought with gold; his head was covered with a large Arabm
turban. During most of the performance of thls day he»




! L 3 DR o
THE PASSION-PLAY OF PERSIA. ot 0.

-

head bent, wrapped in melancholy reflections on the approaching
and inevitable doom. His brother Abbass — by another mother,
the son of Alee but not of Fatiméh — was personated by Mirza
Gholam Hossein, whowore o

“a Saracenic coat-of-mail of
wire links, terminating in

a white tunic. His head
was proteéted by a grand
helmet of olden time,
graced with plumes. He
was of a handsome cast
and finely shaped, pre-
“senting altogether an im-
pressive: impersbnati(m of
the, romantic heroes of
whom we read in the
picturesque pages of ori-
ental poesy. Shemr, one
of the leaders of the ene-

‘ my, was attired in similar
fashion. After Hossein,
Abbass, and Shemr, the
most prominent character
of the drama was Zeinéb .
the sister of Hossein,

whose part was played

by an aotor.na.méd Mollah MIRZA GHOLAM HOSSEIN AS ABBASS.

Hossein Zewnéb Khan. He.

s_p(;ké" in falsetto; of course all the fentale characters were

represented by men or boys. . 3

~ Zeingb; at the opening of the scene, appeared shrouded in a
- thick mantle and seated on the earth, bemoan'ng her fate. The
”i‘child.l‘en‘ of the various families gathered in the camp were also,

W ‘ ¢ .




o g'rouped on the sand for the most part representmg a featuré'of iy

the tragedy analogous to the chorus of the Greek plays Ths .o
entire performance was directed by a prompter, who: walked .

unconeernedly on the stage, and gave hints to the players or, .

placed the ):ounger actors in their position. At *the proper
moment also, by a motion of the hand, he gave orders for the

music to strike up or stop. But it was curious how soon I

. . - . 0 ol
ceased to notice him at all; indeed, after a short time I was
scarcely aware of his presence. So interested had 1 become in
the' extfaordinary character of all that was going on before me,

that T forgot there was no scenery, and actually seemeg
o

self to be gazing upon actual events as they ONCE ed on
the banks of the Euphrates. This conyi N
- Greeks, and Shakspeare afzer them, were 1
attention to artificial aids tZ dramatic represgnt'ation. There ¢an

t in paying little

be no question that in proportion as the imagination is left to
supply all the optical details of a drama, the reality becomes
more vivid and the emotions are more forcibly aroused. The

elaborate and costly details observed in mounting a play for the .
modern stage may create a curious interest and whet a taste

¢ ancient”

over-stimulated by the restless activity and ceaseless excite-

ment of the present age, but they have proportlona,tely less
power to kindle the imagination.

The orchestra alluded to above consisted of a band of per-

formers who were stationed at the top ‘of the building, — fortu-

-nately as it proved, for their instruments were kettle-drums- and" ',

long straight horns, harsh and doleful, and startling enough to
awake the dead. Tt is no marvel that the walls of Jericho fell

down terrified by such a tremendous and unspeakable ‘blast, . ‘::

“for there is no question that these Persian horns, which
~such as have been in use since the prehistoric days of S‘h
~Jemsheed, are similar to those universally employed in Easter
countries from early ages. The eva.ngehst must have ,had” n




a’lmuld call’ forth the dead A signal from the dn'ector at tth\
beg'mmpg of each scene of the Tazith awoke the confused war-
*mg of the kettle-drums, and instantly after followed a starthng
: fron:tbe horns. ‘At the close of a scene the same fierce
musxc stimulated the" glowing enthusiasm of the faithful, and
l -nerved their zeal for events yet more tragic and sublime.

" The act for this particular day began with a scene between 3
. Zeinéb and Hossein. In an impassioned colloquy they lamented
~ their fate, and encouraged each other to the exercise of mutual
‘endurance and fortitude. As the scene closed she sank to tlfé‘"’%
dust, and throwing ashes ‘on her head lapsed into an attitude of
“.impressive silence. Superb in the representation of lamentation

~« and affliction was the scene which followed, when the young

g

Alee Achar, son of the dead HassAn . heroically resolved to go
forth and fight his way to the river, and bring water for the suf-
ferers in the camp. Clad in armor, the youthful hero submitted

© himself as a sacrifice, for he never expected to return. . Magnifi- |

_cent were the pathetic tones in which he sang as it were his own
requiem ; the words rang forth l.ike a trumpet to the farthest
nook of the vast building, and the response came in united wail-

~ ings from the thousands gathered there. Beginning in a low
murmur like the sigh of a coming gale, the strange suund arose

and fell like the weird music of the south wind in the utrg'mrr of -

a ship careening in a datk lll"‘ht on the swelling surges of an

3 "‘Atlantlc storm. For several moments sobs and sighs, and now ;

m a ha,lftbuppressed shriek, swept from one side of the
to the other. Strong men wept; there was not a dry

“the loggla where T was seated, except my own; and I

what I ~was_not altorrethel unmoved, by thls impressive

b
.
3 )




weeping and screaming of hired mourners at oriental funerals. -
But 1 cannot agree with them: Grant that the feeling was
superficial, to be followed perhaps the next hour by laughter;
yet there is no question that the conditions were exa(%tly such as
were likely to produce genuine emotion. ' The scenes portrayed
represented incidents of the most tragic character which had
actually veeurred, and which in the course of ages had-become
part of the life and thought of the people who on that day were .
again so weirdly reminded of them. A belief in the sufferi ;

the Saviour is not more nulehl)ly impressed on the heart ,
true Christian than the belief which the true @hﬁh mt’n tmnsm
the sufferings of the sons of Alee. |

A milk-white Arabian steed from the royal stables, superbly :
- caparisoned, was now led iyto the arena, and after receiving the .
moving farewell of Hussy{n and Zeinéb and the godspeed of
the chorus, Alee Acbar mounted and started forth en his peril-
ous errand. Instantly from several quarters appeared a ﬁoop
. of the enemy on horseback and on foot, armed Arabs of the
desert, who crowded after in fierce pursuit. It was wildly ex-
citing to see this mad race m'-ound the arena, where thousands
of women were crowded down to the very edge of the narrow
lane which was thronged with fighting steeds and warriors.
But no one flinched ; the horses were \\'ell-trained, and no acei-
dent resulted. Finally Alee Acbar turned into one of the.
avenues of exit, and disappeared surrounded by the pursui_hg
host. Nor did he reappear, for soon after he fell covered with
wounds. . Now followed a savage peal from the wild war-horns,
and Shemr, the leader of the beleagyering army, appeared clad
in complete armor;summoning the camp to surrender, he pro- At
ceeded to hold a long colloquy with Abbass, the ]xalf-brdtherhoﬁ
‘Hossein. . Shemr had come to order Hossein to yield, before

his outnumbered troops should be annihilated by an over
whelming host. ~ Hossein remained at one mde wrapped

¥
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".m(_alémcho]};"forebodingé, while Abbass, with grand and ma'g'r'li'ﬁ‘-( X
.cent eloquence, unconditionally. rejected terms which implied

the abandonment of the claims of the house of Alee and Fati-
méh to the caliphate, and proudly flung defianceé at the foe.
After having seen’some of the most dlbtlll("ulshf‘d actors of
the age, I cannot avoid the conclusion that this colloquy be-
tween Abbass and Shemr would do credit to any stage; in

" parts, perhaps, rather too declamatory, it was as a whole a

wonderful dramatic episode. In closing, Abbass, as if -endowed

~with prophetic vision, gave vent to a noble apostroph® to the

future splendor of Persia, the asylum for the devoted followers

- of Alee; these eloquent strophes of poetic fireé called forth deep
‘murmurs of applause. Waving his mailed hand with lofty

scorn, Shemr, with equal dramatic si&tteliness, hurled at Hossein

the responsibility for the disasters to “pome, and remounting his

steed departed.
Now might came on; by tacit consent the decisive con-

flict. was deferred until the following day, and all in the

camp'slept most of them for the last time on earth. Over-
powered with anxiety and suspense, Hossein and his’ family’
were soon wrapped in heavy slumber. But while they slept
they were not'forgotten. Alee and Fatiméh, the parents of
those who were devoted to die for the rights of the Prophet’s

“house, could not rest tranquil in their graves. If they were

powerless to avert the doom of their children, for “what is
written-is written,” they could at least bewail their fate together.

' Sublime was thé idea, one probably never before conceived in

i tlzte drama, + two figures shrouded in the cerements of the tomb
“.cénversing in sepulchral accents on the stage. A very difficult
; -‘scene it was, indeed, to represent without the aid of scenery ; but
notmthstandmg, the effect was solemn and impressive. As Alee

.’ d Fatiméh passed out of sight, Shemr and one of his generals
peamd from the: hostlle army to. reconnoitre. the camp and



- can be characterized by a word mdlcatmcr more o\f sequence,'
than actually exists in the drama of the 'lameh,-—-represented o
the beginning of the battle. The resisting for v
in the' person . of “Abbass, who after a terri ;
kettle-drums and horns bade farewell to the roup on
ntle thr(')wﬂn' ;

the stage, being first invested with a
over his shoulders by Hossein. Immedi mounting his

e¢harger Abbass encountered a numerous troop of Arabs, who

'ﬁewel) drove him around the stage until he disappeared for a

moment in the. lobbies, followed bry the enemy. When Abbassj ‘
reappeared he presented thé aspect of having been in a severe -
conflict; one of his arms(lseemed to be hewn off, and his rai-
ment was reeking with blood. Again the énemy phrrsuedimhimjx B
and .when he once more appeared on the scene both arms weré‘f;‘iu'i
gone, and with droopmrr form he barely sustained himself on
the saddle of the well-trained steed, Who also moved ‘with 'lan-
guid and infirm action. ~ When Abbass reached the camp e ;f
was lifted by wailing friends from.the saddle, and helpless and
dying fell on the sand a maimed and bleedlno‘ form. As the

enemy swarmed on-the scene and Shemr raised his ghttermg‘
scimitar to hew off the head of the ploqtrate WamoW*Nq,n extr,a-"

ordinar v W‘lll of anguish burst with one accord from:
“~audience.” At that ipstfmt the Shah arose to depart, and at ¢
-the m(xne closed. The wnun(led man qprano' to his feet,




h day, and patlently wait for many a long hour‘ for
~ tertainment to begin.
mg the Shah sent a costly garment to erza Gholam Hossein,

I was told that before leaving the Buld

~« the actor who had personated Abbass, in token of the royal -

: a.pprecmtlon of the admirable histrionic ability he had dlsplayed
- on this occasion. :

In the evening of the same day, immediately after an ea11)

dinner, my courteous friend again invited me to accompany

him. Throughout the ten days during which the Taziéh is

~ represented at the royal Takiéh there are two acts or per-

formances each day, one in the afternoon and one in the even-
ing. ‘On -the evening in question, we arrived half an hour
"before the beginning of the play, and . were  immediately
-served with refreshments. lTl’le auddnce was even larger than
-in the afterpoon, but the general effect was of course somewhat
~ different, for the inimense interior whs now brilliant with ‘the
« splendor of many thousand. candles gleaming through colored

globes Unfortunatelv the electric lights in the chandelier’ sus--

pended over the «stawe, ,which miglit have diffused almost day-
light glow over the most important part of the scene, were
so dim as to be of no use; and the performance was therefore
but imperfectly visible to those in the loggias, owing to the
?_f candles lmmedmtd} below each loggia, which somewhat blinded
 the eyes. :

W re however mtelestmO‘ and well render ed, although havmg but

performance of thls evenipg' was mtended to.
voted hermsm of the unplacable Muchtar and his -

»
¥

The eplsodes of the drama given on this particular occasion -




The first scene represented Obeld-Ullah seated in IOrdly
fashion on his divan, giving expression in terms of insolent exul-

tation to his satisfaction that at last the difficult task assjgned to -
_him by his master Yezeed was accomplished. The tidings had |

been brought him by a swift messenger that Hossein had per-

ished, and the house of Moaviyéh was now firmly established
on the throne whose foundations were cemented by t.h@ blood
of the descendants of the Prophet. Soon the-monotonous beat

of camel bells was heard, and a train of the shipﬁ)f the desert

appearel ; they bore Zeinéb and the children who had been
spared from the slaughter. They  were preceded by  slaves
heroes

carrying the heads of Hossein, Abbass, and the of
who had sacrificed their lives with them. Obeid-Ulla
the heal of Hossein, and feceived the captives with haughty

disdain. But Zeinéb replied with the fierce and reckless elo-
" o . ) . ‘. o .

quence of despair, defying him to completé his deeds of sacri- .

Jlege and blood by murdering the remaining descendants of

Alee, who were now in his p«,iwer. With singular magnanim-
ity the ferocious satrap forbore to take the frantic heroine at
her word, but ordered his gu'ards to execute Moslemeh, a man
of Cufa whose eyes had been put out by the order of Obeid-
Ullah for adhering to the cause of Alee, and who wnow, led
by his little child, appeared before Obeid-Ullah once more to
curse him for his cruelties and crimes. TLovice, the child, -
shielded the father from the e\e(-utlmlcrs ‘who sought to hew him
down. At last a fatal thrust intended for the father felled tiae

faithful hoy to the earth, where he lay dead. ‘Moslemeh miss-

ing his cnild, and now without a guide, songht him hither a.nd
thither, calling for diim in moving accents, until in hls wild

groping he stumbled on the lifeless form. He stqoped down,

and with intense amuetv felt the corpse fmm head to foot

smote
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which was aﬂ’ectmg in the extreme, was acted with consummate
'blhty '
But gow came the hour for retr lbllthIL Muchtar the avenger
oy ;ppeared on the scene, entering the stage with majestic strides ,
:a'nd stentorsan tones. IHis armed retainers dragged Obeid-Ullah
- from the seat of power, and with contumely and abuse hurried
~him to execution, together with his chief adherents. This part of
‘the i)lay was rather too realistic for the modern stage, two men
being actually hanged by ropes suspended from the dome above,
and another went through the similitude of being. beheaded,
while a cauldron was prepared for the boiling of yet another.
But at this critical moment it was found that the Shah had left
“for the Palace, and the performance came to an abrupt termina-
- tion just in time to save a poor man from a terrible fate. 1 could

* not help noticing, however, that the men who had been executed

proved to be very lively corpses indded on the closing of the
entertainment, retiring from the stage with wvery limber steps,
considering their narrow escape.

: Although of a less connected and more sensational character

il

than the previous p(,rformance, tllb acting of this evening con-
tained some features which were scarcely inferior in quality
to the best acting of El L\bbasa in the previous representation ;
it was also interesting as showing the s¢ope of the great national
drama of Persia. . : ; %
- Not until the second day after this, or the seventh of the Ta--
zleh did T have an opportunity of seeing it again, when my kind
friend .once more placed his carriage and loggia at my dxspoaal
a:pﬂ accompanied me with, all the graceful courtesy of a true
Eersmm gpntleman As the Taziéh drew, near its close the
ﬁopular anxiety to see it increased with eagh perfmmance, and

Mng befom the hour arrlved for it to Legm on thlb day the




the porters within to swing a doot open sufficiently forus to pass.

- This was no easy operation, for the tumultuous magsesat o_ur_,,

back were obstreperous to such a degree that the port‘ei's were
obliged to slam to the gate instantly, and there was™ thus immi-

nent danger of being squeezed to death,—an accident which has
repeatadly happened on the last days of the Tazidh.. We were -
on the point of entering at last, when the door was unexpectedly
jammed together so quickly that we had barely time to save (mr k
selves by stepping backward. It-had become a question whether' :
we should be able to gair admittance at all on thig®
when the great gates once more showed signs of relent
we quickly placed ourselves again where we could sp lr)to
the building; to our astonishment the gates flew wide npen,
and directly .behind them loomed an enormous elephant, who‘ |
with majestic undulating strides now advanced, forcing the
erowd to fall back. Overcoming the natul"al.dwe inspired by"“

the unwieldy monster, we qulckly availed ourselves of the.

opportunity thus afforded us, and br ushing . past the mlghty

g 4
k
[
&

W bulk found ourselves at last within the building as the gates

closed again with a sound of thunder. :

The performance opened as usual, with the pfucét!s{dns'?
described in the previous pages. The regular recurrence Qf:
the funeral music and bands of mourners with each act of ﬂ& s
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years. The performance in the afternoon of the seventh
day appeared to me to have been designed with consummate

art, adpirably adapted as it was to the character of the
audience. While some of the details might seem to the
European of the nineteenth century grotesquely absurd, yet

. the general motif was admirably conceived with' a view to
divert the attention of the audience and sustain the in-
terest by appealing to a variety of emotions, and thus also '

‘gradually to lead up the spectators to the indulgence of the

" profound and. overpowering emotion which would bes evoked

by the scenes represented on the two closing days ef the
drama.. y :

Tt is well known that ng Suleimén, or Solomon, still holds a

wide repute throughout the East forWhis vast wisdom, his skill in

dealing with the mysteries of Nature, and the imperial dominion

he exerted over tlre gpnii and demdns of the unseen world.

The belief in the magie power of Solomon, of which we have

so many proofs in the ‘“Arabian Nights’ Entertainments” and

the legends of Europe in the Dark Ages, still obtains in Persia.

Solomon it was, in all hish 0'101'\' who was. represented on the

s’mge of the Tazieh on tlué. occasion. What relation Solomon

held towards the House of Alee may appear to the general reader
"somewhat nebulous and rembte. But the poetic fancy of the
Persian dramatist seems to have had no difficulty in bringing

Solotaon into the play of the Taziéh, and that too in a manner

~ which seems natural enough to the oriental mind. The great

\ ‘Kintr was 8o versed in prevision or second sight, that it is

- claimed he was master not only of the-past but also of the

future, Thus it was 110 extraor dinary exergise of power for his
ieye to pierce ‘twelve centuries into the future, and descry the
“events that were to transpire on the sands of Arabia’ ages after

'M and his _o'lory had descendect to thﬂ tomb. Before us
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moned before him demons and djinns, lions and tigerg,’ci'pco-

- diles and all creeping things. From all sides they invaded theé
arena and made their obeisance to the great King. Jt must be

admitted that many of these amimals were not strictly shaped
after correct models, and indicated only moderate acquaintance

' with natural history or the mechanics of imitation. But they

seemed to interest the people, and therefore served the purpose
Of the demons and djinns I speak with less certainty, having
had no opportunities of btudymg the natural history of the
genus. ‘ g ;

After giving this exhibition of his power, Solomgg‘ now
prepared to receive the @néen of Sheba with a pomp_ guitable
to the rank of the “high coutracting parties;” for accord-
ing to oriental legends tlfe Queen of Sheba really visited the
King with an eye to matrimony. This scene, while calling
for little exhibition of dramatic talent, was very interesting as

for it gave a tolerably exact although partial representation
b . . c! -

of the marriage ceremonies of an Fastern Court. First came

a train of camels gay with elaborate. housings; strings of

: Suleimin, radiating power from his throne. As evidencesof his
influence over the genii and all created things, lie now sum-

‘a spectacular show. To a European it was of special value,

melodious bells jangled on the necks of these stately animals,

and tufts of crimson and blue waved on. their lofty heads as
they marched majestically around the ‘arena with velvet tread.

The furniture of the princess, enclosed in iron-bound chests, was

carried by the camels and a train of richly saddled sumpter - :

~mules. A troop of horsemen magnificently mounted follow_ed‘f"i,
~mext, representing the military escort which attended the
Queen. She _appeared in truly royal state, seated with her
maidens in a houdah of crimson and gold borne on the backt
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5, --xmschlef passed around the arena so close to the densely packevd

‘masses of women that the sides of the great beasts sometimes
actually, touched the women’s garments; but no one was harmed

- or even showed alarm. I could not help marvelling at the intel-

ligence of «these animals, which seemed to enter fully into the
spirit*of the occasion, and while sometimes showing a certain
spdrtiveness exhibited no inclination to employ the power they
had to fill the crowd with apprehension. :
The Qllleen. of Sheba having arrived in the presence of King
Solomon with all the pomp essential to show the g“andeuv'
of both the King and the” Queen, Solomon again made an -
exhibition of his necromantic skill by summoning before the
audience a scene which represented the marriage of Khassim -
the son of Hassin. This event had occurred the day previous
to the final attack on the camp. &Hossem foresaw that he and.
the larger part of* the adults in hid band were about to. be
destroyed. There was danger that the house of Alee might
become extinct unless measures were taken to prevent such

‘a result. Presuming that the younger members of his company

might be spared when the general slaughter occurred, Hossein
2 -
was naturally anxious to ingure the preservation of the family

" while he was yet alive. It was therefore agreed that the two

branches of the family should be united in marriage without

delay; and it was arranged that Khassim, the youthful son of
.the murdered Hassan, aiid Roodabél}, the daughter of Hossein,
should be married that very day. The event was one of .

5 réinarkable and +touching character owing to the extraordinary'

‘L‘f]-(’,’lrcumstances which attengded it, and also of great importance

e n Rhe h:st')l'y of Islamism, and especially, of the sect of the

Slwabs By this marriage the house of Alee was preserved
‘ﬁ:qr’n. extmctlon It gave to the Sheahs nine Holy Imams,'




PERSIA AND THE PERSIANS

‘multltude of Seyeds, or descendants of the Propbet, whosea‘ ‘
: green turbans aré mow seen throughout the Orient. b ol
~ The prehmmary colloquy“of Zeinéb the sister of Hogsein, of
Leila the of Khassim, and of the young bndegrqom him=) -
self was oﬁost affecting and impassioned character, Thé” z
knowledge of what the -morro’w was to bring to them gave*pecu- e
liar solemnity to what under other circumstances would have
been an occasion of festivity and jofn_ The two women gave

vent to vehement exclamations of sorrow, while the youthful

bridegrov. » in the most patiletic accents bewailed the approach-

- ing doom of his House and the terrible scenes that surrounded
his ‘marriage. His eloquence was really cxtraordmary for one

so young. In due time the little bride Roodabéh appga
his tent-door, brought in a dovered litter on the baek of
" led by Arab warriors of the desert. When she . ;
scene her bridegroom clasyed her weepingdnshiss

women also wept over them in heart-re
Hossein, aroused from his stupor of despair, also joined in pro-
found but majestic anguish: they all perceived but too well
what was to be on the morrow. A great wave of mourning
now swept over the -audience, and for several moments an awful
sound of lamentation was heard from the sorrow and the rage
of thousands. Selecting this crisis of emotion as a suitable
time, for closing the performance of the day, the Shah arose to  ®
depart, and immediately the audience dispersed. :
T did not see the final scenes of the Taziéh-on the three sub-
~ sequent days. Although sometimes permitted: to witness the
Tazieh as I did; Christians are not jnvited to attend tl;e-.lasﬁ
three days of the drema at the royal Takiéh. The events. then
presented are of too, solemmn a nature for the profane éyes of
unbelievers. On the final day especially it is not consxdere
advisable” for Christians to be seen in the bmldmg by th ‘
people for on that day the murder, or yattle, of ﬁo




