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which he considered himself prede tinr,(I to proclaim; 'but ito 
added to this the declal:ation that thei.r . ~pirit had in tum 
ent red into his own soul, and that he was . therefore lot 'great 
prophet, - the n ab, who was to bring ' their gospel to a leo'iti: 

mate cop.clusion, . It became his mis i o ri~ therefor~ , 00 announce 
that all things were divi11e, and that 'he, the Eab, was the :in
carnate . pl'esenti;nent of the· uni ersal life. To this doctrine 
wa added a socialism which formulated the equality of all, 
sweeping away social clas e ' and distinctions, an'a ordaininO' a 

community of property , and also, at first, of wive . The l1c\~r 

doctrines took hold of the heart of tlJe mas es ; 111 nand wom n 

of all ranks hasten a to pl'o('bim their .rearr~ing for som thing 
. ,that promised to better their eomlitiOl l, by embracing the 'VliI 

teachings of the n ab. This succos' wa.· dOl.lutIess duo 'in i)art 
to a reli O'ions re tIe sness, which might have tUl'lle 1 to o411ething 
more satisfying and truo if 0111 y it had beE!n known. But tb 
Governmont could not long remain blind to tho pos ible re hs 
if the mOVemelJt were all owed. to spread llnch cke~ , Therefore, 
after veral serious tumult , tho Bub wn s seized an.a execll ted 

. at Tahreez, This only sE'1'vecl to add fu el t'o the fire, A fierce 
. ' " 

persecution broke fo rth; bnt the. Habees were not willin D' to 
submit tamely to sup pre sion. They offer a -resistance in many 
quarter , which culminated in 1851 at Zonjan, a city between 
Tabreez and T >llernn , lebrRted 1'0 ), ~ts exquisite work in : 'i 
filigre , The place was be iegecl for 
stOl'mec1, th Baboes fi ghtin a- from house to hou'se .until ev 
man; woman, und child in the ·it.y ~va slain. A'fter thi ' terribl'e 
eyont a con piracy of Babee, ,,:a formed to assas inate' N asr-ed-. . ' . 

- n hah, who e cd,ped with a 'eriolls wOU1~d in the leg. Tlie 
conspirators ·v,~ I' pu~ to leath with horrible · t rture . ev ral 
imi1~r attempts 1.1a\'e, it i report d, been made since th n, and 

many Bab P. hav , I am told, be ~ ~acrifi ed cr tly by poison 
administer d ill pri on; but I do n'ot t vouch for thi fact. The 
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. Babees are now oblig d to practi e t~1eir faith in ecret, all of 
those in Per ia being outwardly of the Sheah sect. , But their , 
.activity does not' cease, and 'their I\umbers are increasing 

rapidly. The se~f has also extended to Turkey. , The leader , 
of the rrlll~kish branch resides at Constantinople. 

In Persia th~ title 'of, the present head of the sect i's Sob- -
AzH 1;\s hi belief in the Bab is a secret, his name is not men

v tioned in this connection . . From all I ca.1J gath r' from vari us 
source it seems safe to assume that the Babees of Persia now . ' . 
number nearl'y, jf n,ot quite, four hnndred thousand ~ Ii . vern. 
They are fOlmd among all conditions of soc~et.y, and, tI'ange to 
say,. adherents are gaineu among the priesthood as well as the 

. laity. Just now there 'eems to be ullUsual acti."ity among the 
Babees; emissaries 01' mis:-;ionaries a1' ecretly pel:vading the 
country, not only s~eking to make pro Iytes but also present
ing modifications ion belief. The community in wives is no 
longer a;' practised tenet of the Bilb ec t, wl1ile it i pro
claimed with increa ing empha is that tho Bn.b is none o~her 

than od him elf made manife t in the fl esh. 
Anotber clas connected: with the lteah sect is worthy of 

mention, although it ' call hardly· be , calI~d a sect. I r fer to 
the ey ds, or descendants of . the Prophet by Alec and 

, Ftttimeh, the daughter of Mahomet. Th yare di tinguished· 
by the' black or green turbans they are pri ileged t9 wear. 
Wh ther all of them can prove to the satisfacti n of a 'genea

logical expert that they ha~'e a right to claim such exalted 
ancestry may be doubted; but at any rate they form , uch a 
numei'ous body, and show such a dispo ition to make the lUO t 

of their pri~ileges, ~hat during the present reign a 'p,ecial de
'par'tmeht of justice has been formed to administer the law to 
. eyeds. • • 

The fore~oing observations,. although neces arily ·only par
tial, are sufficient to indicate a piritual, intellectual, and civil 
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acti ity and restle sne that prove the Persians to be in . a 

developing and tran itional ra~h~r than a dormant stat~, and 

preparing in due tiI?e to receive ,impressions ~f the truth in a 
nobler form than any with '\Yhich they are now ' familiar. 

I have often been a ked whether the Persians arp. still fire

worshippers: ~ch a question not only jndicates tIle igilorance 
which continue to prevail concerning -the Ea t, but al 0 UO'

ge t that poets and hi tori cal noyelists a~e 1'e pon ible for ·mo t 
o~ the ~mall amount of history which satisfie the :general reader. 
The number of per 011S who have derived their id~as of Petsia 

. from Moore's" Fire-wor hippers" is far larger than of those,who 
hav gone to ' eriou Iii tory for their information. When ~l?e 

Arabs, burni]~g- with l' lig-ious zeal, carried the doctrines of 
hornet into P er ia, and forc d the a~cept:H1ce of the Koran at tbe 
point of the swonl, that country abandoned the so-called WOT

, hip of fire and the principle taught by Zerdusht, or ~oroast 1:'. 

The fire-wor 'hippers wh'o smvi eJ 'v ere' mo tly driven out of the 
country by persecution, and became the Parsees of India; a few 
remained i~ P ersia, ,and their de cendants are found there to,this 
day, but they numb r sca.rce]y twent.y-three thou a~d, They are , 

, ( 

I rna t numerou. at Yezd, wh re they weave orne of the finest of 
tJle ilk stuffs for 'whicl~ Per ia. is famous, El 'ewhere they are 
agricuituri ts. They wear ~ peculiar garb, of 'which a di tin'
guishing color i yellow, and are probably the mo t updght com
munity in a country where correct principles and 1)racti6:l, are 
carce'. Of course they retain the wor hip and rites 'of ancient 

Persia, including the mystical veneration for frre-light. It is 
'Yorthy of note that the more intelligent of t~e Guebres deny 
that they war hip itker th un or fire~ but rather the de~ty or 

,principl symbolized b tho e obj ct. This may be true ofedu
.cated Guebre ;" but the lower and ignorant cla es )lndoubtedly 
have not sufficient refinement to make so subtile a dist.inction . 
Those who are ' opposed to s~<?king, on , moral grounds, will : be 

,-
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pl~ased to learn t!lat n.o uebr ever' use tobacco, whil to smoke 
in his pr~sence is almost an affront, becan e of the acredness of" 
fire . . The head of the Guebres in Persia i .a very r~ p ctable' 

. land' intelHgent old gentleman named Manookjee; he re ide at 
T h ran, and is in frequent communication with the Par ees of 
Bombay, by whom, it i ;:;;)irl, he i· delegated to look after. the 

. uebre interests in Persia. As an English ' uhj~ct he i f'ee 

from annoyance, and doubt
less able to be of effi cient 
service to hiH co-religion-

. it . . The' peculiar 'method 

of bU~'ial followed hy the 
". uehre -leav;ing the dead 

xpo ed to the element to
be d your d by .fowl of 
the air - i du to the be
lief that to inter them in 

the g'l'ound would be to 
pollute it. Of cotune such 
a pracH e and sentiment 

could obtc'1.in only in a 
'w'arm, dry climate. It was 

pa,rt1'y to this cause that 
the early hristian owed 

their persecution .,by the 
Zoroastrians, . ho were bitterly 

·hri tian burial.' 

A GUEBRE. 

oppose~ to the lJlodes .of 

The Armenian , J ew , and N e torians of P r ' ia al 0 form . . . 
eli tin~t. communitie entirely eparat from" the dominaut' Per-
sian and Mahometan popu}a,tion, like 'P1all i land in the sea, 
and presenting an immovahle front. for ages again t an the 
di aQvantages of uch isolation. These communities number " 
probably f~'om' .tw nty-five to thirty thousand ou1 each. The 
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: J w. are d ,vot d entir ly to trade, ~nd m t of th Armenian ,of 
• Per ia foUov'; th~ arne 1?Ul' nit; alid while meting with ppre· 

lon and injustice at times, like all tIle inhabitants of oriental 

countrie ', ' th aPpear to be car·ely less succe SfUi in propoi·. 
iion to tll ir num~ers than th Persians in acquiriag property 
and high office as w n. rrhe N e tOl·ian are Ohaldean. Ch1'i -

tian ". d ' :oted clli fly to agriculture; tI,ley have suffored terribly 
'from the incursion of the neighboring Kurds, a bloody and in
tractable horde wh~ 1'0 . peet neither God nor man, But not,,1tb-

,standing- these faets, and ,Yllile it· i cu tomm')' to hear fi'equ nt 
complaint of the injustice meted out to Chri tiall t and J eWI:) by . 

M:ahometan oppre"ors, my observations lead ill to the c~mclu,

~ion that they are gm,lerally treated ~virh much toleration, and 
ar r'an3ly forced to Rubmit to greater injustice and indignity 
than is awarded to Mussulmans as well. But being ubj 

. races, , marting t1nder the chronic rapacity unli mi~gov 
which have charactel'i~ed oriental governments in all ages, 
feel it more becau e infli cted by alien rulers ' of different fait.h ; 

and hence they as urn that' they are trea~ed with exceptional . 
severity. It may be the ca~e sometimes, but generally tbe 

, M:ahometans suffer t?e same re, ults of misgovernment, ~n~ 

accept the burden with tre resignation of fatalists. These CQn
clu ions may be disputed by some, but twenty-three year' ex;

perience in vai'io~ parts 0f the Ea t give me the right at least 
to differ from them . 

. The work of the American, English, and Roman atholic m.i -

ionaries in Per ia i among the native Christians and Jew. The 
time for direct attempts to convert ~ahornetans to Oh1'i tianity 

appear to be deferred to the future, indefinitely po t.poued until 
th . ath p Ralty iEi, not only 1 gaUy aboli hed, but al 0 until 
popular opinion does not se k to vent fanatici m by furious at-. , 

ta ks on pro elyte. to hri tianity. W ere the mis ,ionaries now"'" 
to undertak a seriou , organized, and. public attempt to pro's J" te 
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M:ahometans they would them elves come into OTeat dano'('\l' of , 

being mobb~d and mas acred., and. would certai~ly be requir d 
to leave the cO~1l1try, as di tur1en; of its peace, which is al.i·enc1y 

: stlffi.ciently threatened, We hould. not ha tily c ndemn the 
~er i~ns £ ~. feeling ~o stl'()]lg"0' on tlll.' point. 

'1'he e ob eI.::atiuns are illu 'trated b): a characteri tic incident 
which 9ccurred at I spahan a year 0 1' two ao'o. IIi, Hoyul Bigh
nes , the Zil,-i-Sulmn, took a llqtioll to attend service on a cer

tain Sabba,tll at t11e Eng'lish Pl'utestal!t chapel, whidl is. under 
the 'charge of the veterail llIiHSioJl(Il'Y the Hev" Dr. Brue<!. orne 

" . day' ubsequel~t to this b"o P r:ialls, eneolll'nged 1y the· exam
ple. of th~ Prince, also a,ttelJ(lu(l tho same servi(·u. , Vhell ap- . 
prised. of the fact, the Zil-l- 'nltall KltlUlllllllC'c1 them 5nto his . 
presellce 'a]](1 ordored their lleadK to l)e stru(,k off 011 the spot. 

On being remonstrated wIth by ])l'. llruC'o for ::mch incollsist
en y; the Prince replied: "1 ]1<1,\'0 n right t,o go \Y]l ere I please; 
and I al'o wont in o]'(ler to sati 'fy llI:'Kelf wlJdhpr Persian 
attend your er\'ices. Hut if they go ' to yoill' chul'eh they mny 

. do it with the 111tl-mtion of dmngillg· their 
that is not tolerate(l l)y our L.1',\' I-; ." 

• 
T'he PriilCe i~ him 'elf ropntecl to 1e l:L 

ruligion; and. to do 

fi'ee-thiuker, and ,in 

favor of :E1m'opean progres~ive jd ea~ so far a~ eOlH -Cl'lJS mate
rial impr vement. But t11e n,love iucid(mt Pl'(l\'os wlmt I hn,,-e 

tatod, that eyen intelligellt Persians pel'(jeive in open ecession 
from Mahometal1u,ITl at presout 1m attack npon t1le . only code 

, , . 
'which can be relied npon to preserve order ill P el' ·ju. Tlley 

reO'ard it a a ~i"¢il rather than (L religi~us qlPstioll. Of cours~, 
pro el ti m finds far greater obstacles to, encoullt "r when Church 

• a' d tate' are 0 inextricably interwoven a -tbeyare in M~hom-

etan countrie . 
The American mis 'ionarie have J:I)W b n lab ring fifty 

year in P rsia.. There' are captiou persons who a k, ." W ell, ' , 
how many converts have' they made f Would they not do , 
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more by taying at home ~ l' Alth.ough thi is not a trict~y 

fair way to judge of the value and re ults of mi i~nary ffort, . 
yet I hav no hesitation in affirminO' that the TIll ionarie in 
P er 'ia have made the sa~e munbet: of : co~verts as an equal 
number of clergymen settled in towns of the United State 
during the same period. But even if they bad' bee;1 less suc~ 
ce, fnl in this respect, it would work no prejudice,' nor serve as 

an argument, ao'ain. t the. necessity and importance of mi~sions. 
, " 

For, in the fir't place, years are required for br aking ground, 
for acql.l~ring the lauguage, for translating the cripture and 
oth r devotional and educationa.l 'works, and for establi hing 
chool . 

But the true method for judging , tIle result of mi sionary . 
effort i ' that which r gards' it, not like a, ,prairie fire that swe p , 
rapidly over the plains devouring an withiu its range, and a 
swiftly dying out, but , rather as a niighty, f5ilen't ,influence;: li 
the quiet, steady forces of N atme, 1'l'11ioh carry the seed a 
depo it it in the soil, nursing i'l; 'with sunshine and with rain 
year after yeal', until an oak sprjno's up and reaches out it 
growing arms oyer' the sod, and in turn scatters the acorn, un-

, < 
til a mighty fore, t waves i~ maje tic boughs where on~e were 
rocks and thistles. Ages passed while Na~ure was producing 
thi great eyolution; and they who , judged snperficialJy by the 
fe,v acorns first produced might haye 'neered at the slow' but 
me I' 'ult , that W 1'e to come after they had .mouldered in' the 

o'raver M n do not rea on about other O'1'eat mo ement a. 
they do about mis ions. I s it ' fair, is ~t ju t, i it sen ible to 
make an exception ill this ca e f American mission ' in Per ia 

c 
may be seemingly a low, but they are an enduring influ nce 
both for . ecutar a ,well a l' ligi9us progre . Their growth 
. is cumulative, and th ir IJower' is mia-hty. 

, The Amer~can Colony in P ria, which con i ts altogether of 
missionaries at present, has been in that . co~ntry fifty-one. years. 

, . 
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Tl.ley number about eight)~ -fi\'e " and are settled at "Oroomiuit, 
Sel ruM, H eftavlln, Tabreez, Hallladlln, and Teheran, Several 
English missionari es are stationed at l spahun. The necessity of 

having premisee to!: schools and resiqunccs has resuhed in ' the · . 
acquisition 4)f considerable property by tlte American Colony in 
Persi a. Al though this is l)errnitted under the " most-fi.wored
nation" dause ill tl ,c tr~;tty between the Ullited StI.}tes and 

Persia, obstacles have bcen steadily presented t.o the pureha~e 

Or rental of real estate by. the missionaries, which has given rise 
to many of the questions broug'hi to the att entioll or th~ United 

States Minister ill P ersia. Missionaries ;lre n most estimable 

body of men in genera l, and 'in my ettort s to extend to them 

· the protection of the U nited Atlltes 1 have found them highly 
appreciative of all earnes t exertions nmde in' tl lCi r behalf. From 

· the nature of the case, how~vel') it must be evident that a mis
sionar)' colony located in a fanat.ical count.ry 'like P ersia Blust ' 

necessarily require more diplomatic aid Ihall Ihe Sllllle numbcr 

of traders .. A merchall t a1'oll.s3s foil' prejudices in :111 Eastern 

country; on the cont.ra ry, hi s elldeavors to 1)I'o lnole trade tend 

to add to the wealth of all ool lcerlled. Persians m'e as re;)(~y to 
• 

· see .!his as any people. But the nl<? JllCllL a 11lissionary arrives 

in P ersia he hecome,-; It disturbing element; the lJrt;;j udices of 

fanatics are ' a roused, and tire apprelWllSioJli; oftho.c,;e who wish t.o 

see orelor prescl'Ycd al'e stimulat.ed, not without reflson it must 

..". be .admitted . It is well enough to ~my that people should 1Iot . 

be disturbed by the presence of a bou y of men whose l",bors 

al'e designed to Iwomoto human 'welfal'o, but. w.1wn tbose labo~'s 

must necessarily result in. ngitftting families find shnking COlJl

munities, it is not surprising that they should cause alarm if , , 
not r~scntment on the. purt Qf tIl e inYaded. peoplp ; nnd while 
those who belicye that the llli ssionaries lll"l(ach the truth d(>sire . . .' . 
to see the extension of their work', it is quite another thing 

ha.stily to condemn ~hc people who oppose their advent and . 
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progre III a so-called pagan. l~nd, It i not difficult to ima

gine what 'would be ~he feelings, of a Protestant or a ROIQ.an 

atholic or a H ebrew father in the nited ~ tates, w} 0 shonld see 

'a priest of a faith he detest exerting every effort, hO'rever hon
estly, to lead hiB child from the faith of its fathers.r If in tbi 

enlightened country v,'e are disposed to resent such invasions of 
our domestic peace, we must allow t.hat something' may be said 
in palliation of those PersianB who view the progres . of foreio'n 
m~ SlOn in that , country with su:,;pici6n and dread. To ay 
'that thtry oppose the truth because they are "sinuers" is not 
'enough, - for who ' shall say what is truth; or who i 1e that' 
'dar s to affirm tlta,t he or his sect are the Bole depo itary of 
the truths of the universe, the 010 delegates illsp~red to inter-" 

pret the tremelldou' problems of de tillY ~ 
Whether rightly or wrongly, tllO Persians undoubtedl ' have' 

little love for the foreign l;rliB , iOJlaries so <long s~tled among 
tbem, Although 'the treaty uy inference all{)ws A,wel'ican mis
sional'ieR to re ide in 1'er::;ia, it i ' really by sufferance .that 
tIley do so; and I consider it a very strong ovid 11 e of the ' 
natural amiability of the Persian character that our missionaries . . ( 

are allowetl to remairl there with so ]i~tle ann'oyance, all thinO's 
considere,d. But were thoy to enter upon a deliberate atteml t 
to proselyte the Mahometans now, and decline to yield to 

. the remonstrances , of the Persian Government, there is' little 
rea on to doubt tllat they would be requested to lenve the 
country; and con idering the present condition of Persia, I 
should be very slow to condemn the hah 'if 'be should follow 
,'uch .1 course in such a case, But the American missionaries 

t . 

are aware of thi " and whil,e binning with zeal t9 attack th~ 
~'ongholds Qf Mahpmetanism, they are generally amenable to 

. rea on, and disposed not to precipitate matters by ~ faith. that 
'is not based on pra:ctical common-sense; that is to say, while 
undoubtedly their ultimate aim in Persia is to abolish faith in . . . \ 
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the "fal 0" Prophet, they are . abl~ 'to control their zea1, and 
by working 'in other direction to spread their influence, in
spiring con:qdence III their .intelligence and integrity by' every 

• 

- , I 
. '1 

MALL HOUSE OF PRAYER AND JIll ' ARET • 

• 

possible mean, and thus gradually to sap the ~oundation of 
the dominant.faith of the co~ntry. ·.If I . d rem;ined in P 1" ia 
it wa m intention eventually to combine with t1;l. other Le
gations, if po. sible, to bring about a w~der toleration, such a 
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ia t nominally in· TUI~ke; 1'hi, of course, must ~e 
nar step to th~ 'actual t0leration which can come only' 

e ult of time. During' thi, illterval <?f aiting and pa: 

tiey{ e, the American missjonaries are forc d to, be content with 
/ ' ' 

dil· Ctll1g- theiI; osten ib1e labors to the elevation of. the N e to-. 
Irian .and Annenian to pur r religious practice, {lnd C~ristian

I 'izing the J ews, Th e fi'ort lIaye been attended with ome 
',' ~cce ,especially amono' the N e torian'. ,But as the N estorian , 

or Chaldeans, of P ersia m'e H, small, entirely isolated commu~ity . , 
'of scarcely thirty thousancl ,-ouls, ,yitllOut the slightest present or 

future intellectual, Ho('ial, or political imporbmee, the money and' 
enerO'y beAtowed in elevating tllelll would h of little proportion
ate good, were it not thal by this means th 'ionary cause in 

P er ia obtains a poi;ot of vantao'e, ' : hence to .. watch its oPP'ortunity. 
£ r a direct invasion of the Rtrong1101c1s of Mahometani 'm. _ 

It must be admitted thRt the most impoJ."tant f~tor now at 
work,in the missionary fielJ of P ersia is one that j largely secu
lar. I refer to the eml 10yment of missionary physicians. Pel'
son~ who do not care to be instructed in the tenets of a faith other 
than their OW11 are' 'till ill need of pllysieal aid; all may not be 

in pi]'it~al need, but all soon Ol~ la.ter requir l}. physician: If ~he 
practitioner be a man of ability, tact, and suavity, he _acquires a. 
per onal influence that neces 'arily lead to a ~nodifi.cation of the 
opposition to the progre of the IT\issi on~\ries with , whom the 
pby iciH,n is ssociated, and important conces ion may thus, 
gradually he obtained from tho e in power. Fletcher of Sahoun 
said: "Give me the song-maker of a country,. and you may ' 
have its Jaw~giver ," I would modify tbi ' in , an oriental coun;- _ 

try, and ay, "Give .me the phy icia11." If the physician be , 
a1 0 a mi ionary, and withal a hrewd man, there is scarce a 
limit to the rn:fluenc~ he can obtain. 

" 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THE SHEAHS AND THE 'J' AZTtT-I, Ol~ PASSION-PLAY OF PERSIA. 

TH E tr:weller from Europe who for the first time- r~m.bl s 
through the streets of Per~ia's capital in the sacrc,d month 

of Moharrem, will be surpl'i s~<l hy a soullll which is e pecially 
- remarkable in the comparative' stillne s of an oriental City. It 

is the voice of ehildl'en singing., in clear tones, snatches of a song 
o ' he has never heard before: The notes are ,,-eil'll and plaintive, 

suggesting, in a certain indefinable way, stroplJes of the" Stab at 
Mate,I' ;' " a~d yet· the strain has a Llistinct individuality of its own, 
a. ri::rusicaJ cadence that :fixes the attention, and touches the 

chords of the emotions. 
"Is yon child r.ecalling bits of a popular song or a 'recent 

opera which has taken the city by storm 1 " flsks the intere ted 
stranger from Europe, who knows not that neither popular ' 

.. air.s, nor operas, e;:-ist in Persia. 
"No," you reply ' to him, "the strain you hear is part of 

·the solen;m chant of · the Tazie!l." 
. "The Tazieh! What can that be ~" asks the bewildered . 

foreiO'ner again . 
. "The Tazieh," you reply once more; "is the Passion Play 

of Persia." • 
But this explanation, instead of satisfying,. only stimulates the 

• • 
curio itY ,of the inquirer; and he who hal-< undertaken to gratify it 
finds him elf bewildered by the attempt to explain in a f~w words 
one of the mo t reJ?1arkable religious phenome~a of the age. In 
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order: t~ giv an int lligihf dp, ' cription of th Tazi~h it i mst 
neces ~ry to tax th patience of tll . reart8r with th i' petition 
of a few 'alient point. in the ri e of Mahoni~tanjsm. If not 
altog ther fre h to tL tudent v~rsed in ori ntal hi t~)l~< ~h e 
event have probably attracted but 'little attentioJ? .' from the 
popular mind of Chri::;tendom, and no apology ' i th 1:efo1:e 
nece t:~U·y for giving a running account of them here, including 
a number o~ facts that have probabJy never before l.een related 

. in print. 
, After -the death of Mahomet the :'lUccession W~l. disput d, 

althouo-h the Sheah::; affintl that Mahomet had already rlesig'nated 
Al e a hi succes or. The uccession appeared to belong by . . . 
right, as '\vell as naturally, to Ale " who wa married to Fatim~h, 

only urviving dauo-hter of the Prophet. nut it wa not until 
.the acces ion and assassination of Abu Beker, Omar, and Oth

man, that the magnanimous Alee '\\'a.8 elected to t~ caliphate. 
Even then he was not permitted to enjoy the ' long-d ferred 
hono1' without an.oppositio?, which eventually proved fatal 
only to him Rolf, but also to the continuation of the caliphate 
tho family of the founder of the Faith. After crn. hing t~~o 

midable rivals besidos Aye .. ha tile ,il-h arted wife of ' 
who had offered the mo t hitter oppo ition, Alee found him elf 
unabl to ov rcome the resistance of ioaviyeh. It was at Da-
ma cus that t1le latter, a crafty and a tute chi ftain, st1cceeded in 
e tablishing the caliphate in the line of the OJ)1miades. Inferior 
to Alee in 'the field, Moav;y@h maintained his 'tln'on by up' rior 
aID'oitne . ' ''~hen Alee wa in turn a a, inated., hi oldest on 
Has an ~ Stun d the caliphate, to which he W[lS pea efullyel cted 
by the people of"M dina or .. Mediu~h . 'At the h ad of a pow rful 
army h march d to ncounter M oaViyeh. . The ent.hu iasm of 

I (,. • • 

hi O'eneral and force promi d a de i ive vi tory; but 
Has an wa a man ' of pea eabl di po ition, a'V I' e to active· 
lit , and pI' ferring the .tranquil d ' mesticity of a private citizen, 
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Consciou of 'hi unfitn to conduct a ivil 'war requiring an 
arm of iron and· a he~rt' f te 1, he propo d to abdi ate in favor 
f Moaviyeh, 're;ei'ving the . ucce ~ion t~ him elf aft r the d ath 

of Mo.ayiyeh, who was much the elder, ~nd an ample r v nu 
during a lifo of a e anI retir m nt at MediQ,a. 

The t I'm of the pacifi ation were acc pt d auo I' liO'io~ ly 
foll wed by ·, Moaviyeh. But Y ze d,. hi OU, for ein o. t1lat 

the approaching death of his father ,,'oulu l' tor th yjrtuou 
Ha an to tl:e caliphate, cau 'eu tIle lattel' to b poi ' on~d b 
on of hit:! wives. Although probably ignorant of th np,fa·, 
riou, . desiO'n ' .of Yez ed, Moaviych acquiesced in tIle ' 1'e ult; 

, . 
he could not resi. t the t mptation, thus Ull xp ct dly offer d, 
of continuing the }jue in hi · family by iULming Y e~ ed as 
hi ucce SOl'. 'rhe acce _Jon of the latfer was accepted by 
th vanou provinces of tho now ext m;iye c1ominiol1 of . . 
113m, with th exc ption of Medina p,ncl .J\1 ccn, or Uek-
k&h, and the Per iMI satrapy, of 'which Bag<bd and lifa 
wRre chief cities, which gave in , tlleil' nUegiance to the 
lion-hearted Ho e'in, tbA brothel' of I-IaRSu'II, alld, lik him, a 
grand on of the Pl'opllet. Hossein ITUS a man of diffc'rent m tal . . 
from Ia an. He had ppo d his brother's ;L1)llic8tion, and' he 
~ow perc ived, c:tftol' e cal inO' a plot to a HURsinut ]li01, that th 
Empir was not large eno ll ()'h to contain himself and Yez ~d in 
pea.ce;. he 'therefor b Idly ])repar d for a filial \Inflict that wa 
t decide the claims of the Ale ite. and the Oll1miade . E cap
ino' from M~dina, whose (rov rnor had schemed to entl'Flp him, 
IIo. in ha ten~d ith hi famil toward Cufa. Ale had mad 
tha city hi capital; he wa burl d in the acl' d hrine of 

• 
K rb. Hlh, n ar that. city, .alld it wa only-natnral that· H ' 'in. 

hould n w place reliance in the pro~ ' • d alJ . O'ianc' f the 
people Of Cufa, who warml invited him to PI' c ed thither, 
promi ing him' v ry upport· in th appI aching d ci i n f 
arm. But the nfee w re pro rbially' volatil and. un table, 
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1:.. t to. an th r, like a van whiffling uneasily u' ill one e. l' m 
'whirled alternately by th veeriDu' bla t of au af>proaching 

storm, - to-day, one tl1ing; to-morrow, another. 
Tl10 inhabitants of Cufa had hardly sent a pre iug invitation . 

to Ho em to ' l' ort to th U· city, wi.th the' oifer of R, powerful 

ho t ' and their homage, wh n they allowed themselve to be 
ea ily div rted from th ir pW'pos by the wift m HenO'er 'ent 

by Y ze d, who wa ord red to seize Cuf&.. If not altogether 
acquie cing in the tern mandates of, the new O'overnor, the 
Cuf s ltt 1 ast tamely submitted, and allowed an arm to be 

nt to cru h Hos e'in wi~hout 0 much as for 'warning th heroic 
grandson of the Prophet of the danger to 'which tIl y thems lve 
had expo d him by their ,arne t profe ion of z al in hi cau e. · • 
'fh re ~a ' . pjcion in the air: th kn wn ficklel1 of th 
p ople of ufa suggest d the utm t caution; the haracter of . . 

Y zeed 'wa well-kn w~; anu, on all hands, 'Ho.'2e'in was urO'ed 
to d lay his departure, Ol', at least, to lea" behind ltim his wive 1 

hildl'en, and kinsfolk. But Ho ' e'in ,vas a man of courage, 
and, what was more, a true be~i wer in prede tination. "Whl;1t 
i written is written," is the do ·trine of th 1(orm1; of wllat 

~ , 

worth i faith, if it will not b ar the test. in the h ur of trial ~ 
What b tt r oeca ion coulll oirer ,for the on of ,Alee to te tify to 

IIi d c nt from the Prophet, and t hi unflillchin o' b lief in the .. 
tr mendon fiat of Kismet ~, ,Therefore, accomI ani d by his 
£. mily and a seor or two of Arab hoI'S m n, ,lIo ' eIn " nt 
f~rth unflinchingly to m et hi doom. Not al ne tg the annal 
and 1 O'end of the 11ri tian hm-en mu t on 10 k to find ti'ue 
mart rand heroe of faith. If ever there wa a h 1'0 that man 

~ 

111, on of. Alee. The h roism of Ho e'in wa the 
mOl'e r maI'ka~le, b c.aus from th ut et' of his jOlU'n y he was 
ppre ed by a pI' ntUn nt f death talkinO' in hi . path acro 

th d rt, and rapidly overtaking the small troop £' d v t d 
vi tims '\\'earily maI' hing to the grave. "T' God we belong, 
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anq to God' we return," .wa the utteranc of r ignation whi h 

burst from hi lip in the agony of s'u 'Pense. 

n the low 'bank of the tawny . Euphrate , the scene of 0 

lua.n tragedies of the long-forgotten age, and neaJ' the. spot 
whei'e but l ' ently th votaries of Zoroaster had succumb d to 

the irresistible onset of the h6stR of I -Him, on the hard-c nte ted 
fi eld of'. K adesiyeh, ',the despail'incr band was broucrht to a halt 

by the ai'my which had been . ent to intercept its p1'Ogr~ s. 
,The' negotiations whi ch followed ]Jl'oved futile; for .the neral 
of Yezeed, the fierce Emir Odbeld Allah, would accept of noth- . 
ino' short of an unconditional -urrender preceded by an ab oInt 
oa~h of alleg'iance to Yez eu, while Hoss 'in preferI' d ~eath- to 
life on such term . . Hi foul' brothers, Rons of Alee by anoth r 
wif" and all his compani~ns }~lso declined to a~'cept the' ,afe . 

conduct offered to them, choosing to share th fat of Ro. el11. 
In the mean tim~ th ~ enemy lmd -plallted them -elves betw en 
the camp of Ho . em and the Euphrates, a.nd to the other hor
ror' of thi terrible hour was now add~ d that of thir. t in a land 

, quiv rin~ with intolerable . heat..· TIle last uigllt in tIl littl . . . 
camp. wa on of solemn preparatio.n, ot p\lrt .1ItOHS dr .am and 
fateful gloom . . Zein eb and Hosseln, brother and si.l'itel', th 
children of Alee and Fatimeh, held mournful conver~e on the 
creeping horro], of the morrow, - the day that shoulu ee the 
d structi n ot the famil y of the Prophet of God. Around them 
gathered, one by. on , their 'childr n 'and kin folk and ' the small 

band of fait!IfiII defenders. Ho seln urged them to fly wll11 y t 
ther '~"a ,irrne, fo'}' th<:J enemy ought only the life If one, -. . 
hi O'\,Yn. " Allall forbid tha~ we de ert you now!" ~xclaim d 
Abba s, and all united in exdaiming \vith hi!n that th y wQuld 
die .with Ho ' olD. The time fro' d,lib rati 'tl wa fla t; there 
remained for t em but one thing, - to eli. But they would die 
in su~ manner . that the memory thereot' should ring round th . 
globe ·and becom ..l a watchword and an in piration to generations -

24 
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Y t unu rn. A tr n h wa dug around the camp and filled vyith 
fag tad tent- tak , to kindl wh n the fi:qal a ault hould 
com. At daybreak the little band ,~as urpri ed by th,e .addi
ti n of Barro and thirty w.arriors of Cufa. Conscience- itten 
by th perfidy i~ whieh ' with their fellow-citizen 111) , w re on 

. the point of joinin cr, they hlld decjded to contrihl~te their' own 
]iy s to the final defence and acrifice of the family of Alee. 

The attack wa ' begun by Shein]', a fier e parti a:n.;, tlle com
bat continued l:mtil the hour for noon prayer, when there came a 
ce ' ·ati().ll of arTnf5. Duri11g tlL tru~e B OH ' e'i~ chanted the" oPg 

of Far," wo.ieh is Olily l' 'cited in moments of ex~reme veri1. 
The fimll catastrophe, ",h h wa Deyel' doultfuI, ",n.· not long de
ferr ~u after the resumption. of tIle i'itl'llggle. HOr'f5elll fell 'pierced 
with over thirty wou.nds; nnd hiH head was strnuk off by the foro
eions ~ " heml', who carried it all gory to ~Obe'id A1lal!. Among the 
slain wore eight en U i'il'endant · of Alee m1'd F::ltil1l~h. ~ut the 
SlH Ughtt> 1' :-mff'ereu hy the a,;,;ai lill cr :mny far exec d d that 'of 
'the ::l HKnilec1. H OKse'iri soJd his life denrly. Z ineb and some f 
the women and chihlron were spared, and eventually tn,ken ,into 
tlL pl'esenee of Yez ed, tog~ther ,~ith the headtl of B ' s e~~ and 
hi . urothers. Yezeed acted with moderation, and, tll e r maining .. 
de cendants of the ProI het seemed to have retired from .furth r 
parti cipation in pn11ic affairs,. la.ying Hside am 1ition, and merg
ing the11lseh-es in to the life of priYate citizens or of religious 
t.ei.1.eh 1'S (I.nd ex;pounders of the Faith. , 

Not 0, how~ver, was it with other", who although not of the 
h u. e of Alee W 1'0 firm belieyer ' in tlie ri o-lit · f the de c nd- ' . . . 

nts of t11. .1 Propllet. Among th fa.natic ndhm'ent of th cau e 
. wa.' Al Muchror, 'called the ay l1ger. AssUJIling the' office of 

vindicator Qf the ,n-rowing sect f Sheah, who· cheri hed" the 
m mory of Alee. Al Muchmr ent red on a mission of ext l'JDina

·tion again t a11 who w 1'e con e~'ned in th lauo-hter of Hos eln. 
The tory of 'hi p rsi tent effort 'and marve~lou , exploits merits 
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a se'parate llaJ.'l'ative; but it q.ffice to tate h r~ that in tIt a-
ompli bment of hi tremendou 'tit 'k Al Mu hillr ucc ed d 0 

thoroughly, that bides . laying ' all the I ad l' in that gr at' 
t~'agody and an. immen e 'multitude in num 'rou battl , h 

slaughtered nearly three core th usand in cold blood before 

he hiJ:!:l elf fell ti.nder the . "tJ'o]~e of the grim de troyer of ,all, 
The career of Al Muchtar was 11OWe\'Or only a'n pisode i~ the 

O'l'eat drama about to follow, which was destined to involve na.
tio~s a aqtor, and to crain in jllterest and importan for many ' 
a;"o ','-a great i·eli.gious phenomenon, directly l'e'ultin~' from 

the tragedy on the banks of the Euphrates. hri tendom, 11- ' 

gaged in its own thobsand secLm'ian coufiiets, little recked of the 

O'l'eat reli o'ious movement~ that we)' ~ heing evolved in a di taut 

land,-~he land of Iran, which ~Iad giycm language to Eur pe, 
. and deVf~loped a magnifi nt civiliz~tti on before the ri e of . Ath

en ; 'a civilization which had alrendr pro(lneed one of the 
O'{' at theistic cults of the wor1~ ere the tnr ill the Enst p inted 

the :r, r i~n Magi to the lowly cradl '-Tn,ang'r of Christ the 
Rede.emer. 
. . The entire Mahometan world fl.'om Afp;hflniRtan to the trait 
• • of ibraltar now eemed to ackn(Hvlec1go the sway of th 

caliphs of the line of Moaviy'eh and his SllcceSHors. The rival 
'laims of Alee and his family appearec1laid at re. t and forgott n, 

. But not so; in Iran, or Persia, the sectaries of Alee w l'e slowly 
biding th ir time. Jt j not a little singular t.hat not at Mea, . . ~ , 

nor at Medina, where the Pro]Jhet fir t proclaimed hi . doc-
trin ,were th daim' of hi ' cbilUr n acce'pted, but in a di taut 
land p opled by another race, His children were bm'jed in: 

I • . 

~oreign oil, and the honor accorded to theil' m mory i . to be 

found not i? Arabia, but in P rsia., Thi may be d~ in part to 
the fact that on6 of t~ Vlrive of H a ,an wa a daught '1' of Y z
dig~~'d, the la t monarch' of the a sanian line, H er r main were . 
brouO'ht to her nativ land, and h r tomb 1 n w hown on the 
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rocky- height " w~lich . overlook the exten ive ruin of Rhel,. the 
la t cap~tal of the Sassanide , where she lade her fa,ther fare~ell. 
Ther is no good r a on to d01J.bt the legond whieh marks the, 

tomb of the daughter of Yezdig.&rd. , 
But be the cause what it may, th~ fact remainSo 'that in Per

sia the memory of Alee and his unfOl:tunate family was remem
'bered. with in'ofound veneratiOll by a small and pt:rsecute~ ect, 
many of whom .'ealed their faith with their blood.: They called 
tl)ems lves Sbeahs, and cured the caliphs and all other Mah<JID
etau who are known by the name' of Snnn ee: . ThE fat~lers of 
this devoted sect were the Twelve Holy Imams. Oth x 'features . 
regarding the Sheah sect have been . mentioned in the preceding 
.eha )tel' . 

. For many ages the Sh,eahs of Pe.rsia were generally, a por- . 
seen ted S(~ct ,of enthusiasts receiving scant tolerance from the 
numerous dynasties, either native or foreign which ucceeded 
each other ~ith bewildering r'apidity, and usually ad c:ated 
Sunnee doctrines. After eigl1t hundred yea):' ~f lleroic faith and 

1. • 

endurance the hOll:r of triumph came t? the Sheahs, as it c,omes 
to all ~ho wait and believe. In the latter part of 'the fifteenth 

( 

. century there was born at Arde~eel a child named Isman. On 
his father's side he was descended from Mirza Khazlm, the 
Seventh Holy Imam, and was therefore in the direct line of 

descent from Fatimeh and Alee? on his mother's side, sin
gulady euoug'h, he claimed de cent 'by one remove from the 
Cill·i tian Emperol'.()f Trebizond. I smaIl proved to be pos.e 'ed 
.of SUI trior talents. He instigated a revolt ,in which he suc- . 
ceeded., alter several hru:d-conte ted fields, in deposing the Kur-. ' ( 

·di h dYlla ty of the Ak K.oyunlu., He mounted the thron6 
.of Persia in 1499 and f.ounded the dynasty of the Sufees or ' 

( ( 

Sufavees, the greatest she has seen since the tim~ of Anushir-
wan the Just. I sma'il, a the descendant of Alee, W3,S naturally 
a Sheah. H e 0a.used himself to be styled ,Shah Sheah-an, King of 
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the Sheah , Shah Ismail i liJrewi e urnamed, on account f 
hi service to the S~eah doctrine , Skaj~ Djenn~t Mackh4n, 0 1' 

"the Ji.ing dw lling in " aradi. evermore." Not only did ho 
consolidate ,Persia once more iuto it, gr at mpire, bttt he . L 0 

united' ne[9rly the entir populatiQn in a common zeal for the 

faith of the sectaries 'of Al 0, The Mahom tan world soori 
.' learned not only that' Persia was ODr'e lilOre a vast dominant 
, • power, but also that he presented a muted front ao'ain t all th 

orthodoxSumiee nations who surronnded her on all sid " and 
against whom .she now bl: athed potential curses m;d wrl\', , 

It is not ingubr tlu\,t the urilliallt memory of the, plendor 
a~d power of. the S favean uynaHty, aSHociated as it is with the 

~ emphatic influenee it gave to the adherents of Alee, sho~l~ have 
I made the P er ians tenaCiOl\S of a faith to which their conntry 

owed so much; nm: that, like, ome European )1atiollS, religion and 

patl'iotism are witt! them almo t sy~ IOllynWl1S tertlls. Inspir d 
with n'ew zeal and national ntllUsiasm, the P <.' l'Hian . ' It aIlS ~f the 

arly Refavean period demanu J. :l \'el1t for the~r se tariau ferv 1'. 

, Such a: vent partially ttTIl8 in tIl e eelebration of the anniver
aries of the most imlortant events tJ! ~lt ]Ii tory aud legelld 

, . 
record d in the lives of Alee :lnd his uescendamiS, ,The idea of 
tl1U~ commemorating the tragical events on which the 1.dih 
faith is founded appears to have been borrowed from a practic0 

. estal~lished by Moaviy"l" the first of the line of the Onlluiades, 

. which .it is quite likely" was Bugge ted to him J)y some early 
u tom of thb pa ion ate and imaginative tribes of Arabia in 

the pre-Ma~om13tah period, rrhe circumstances c nnected with 
the murd.er of the third caliph, OSlUan" weI' iu ' the high t . ' . 
degr dramatic. Moaviy"h cau ed thi event, on each return 
, , 

of the ann 'v61'sary, to be r pre ented at hi.s CoUl'~ in pama cu , 
1vhether by re itations or dramatic impersonation or both doe 

not appear. At any rate this v ry probably suggested to the 
Persians a si~i1ar co~meinoration of the principal e ent in 'tIle 
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lives f tll founders and upholder of the ~heah faith, Merely . ' 

a a matter of hypothe i , I venture tougge t that po ibly the 
. P rsi-ans may have borrowed the idea of S119h annual ,coU'lm~m-

rations from a practice ~hich seems, to have ob~ained ages 
b fore of celebratin~ the slaughter of m rdis the ;y'[,aO'ian, by 

King Dariu ,th annu~l celebration' }:>eillg called by the Greek 
the Magophonia, What form of celebrating the. e events was in 
v.ogue among the oeaLs before the Sefavean period ,we can t 

, only imagine from what occurred with more pomp and pageantry 

during t1at, dyna ty, " " 
Tradition st~te , however, that during the brief Dellame~ 

dynasty, about 933 to 986 A. D., the practice began of commem
orating the events in the hi tory of. the Sheah sect by recita-' . . 
'tions given in the form of exhortation by prominent lUollah , 
from pulpit erected in the public squares or (by invi~tion) 
in the re idences of the chief dignitaries ' during the three 
month, }bccounted holy by the heahs. Th e recitation varied 
according to the enthu, iasm, the .imagination, or the talent of 
th speaker, flnd were call ed. rhozeh, The rhozeh recitations 
continue ill full fort to the present da.y; halls called rhozeh ' , 
khaneJ~ are e pecia11 y consti'u ·t~d for these l'eligio1;ls . l'hap odie " 
But the zeal of the Sufavees, aided <I . it was by an opulence and 
splendor which has rendered the reigns of 8hah ~bba the 

Gr at and his succeA , ors almos~ proverbial, quickly suggested .· 
m re pomp and eircnm tance in the corrfmemoration of the mar
tyrdom of the :;aint of the heah faith, ir J phri OhardiJ;Ii, 

in lus .magnifi cent and generally r li~ble work on P r :ia in the 
Sefave:m p rio'd, has given a niinute tac OUIlt of th spectacle 
he ' witne ed at 1. pallan dminO' th holy month of Moharram, 
Weare enabl~d fi-o~ his narrative to foi'm a one ptiotl . of 
th elaborate cer monies which already in the fifth.r ign of the, 

efavean had become e tablished at the 'e anniver aries, It does 
not ~ppeaL: ' from hi d cripti.on" however,. nqr from anythiu'g I 
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ca:q learn e] ewhere, that any ::,tttempt wn ' made in ',that age to 
give a ill tinctively ~ramati c character to the repre entation 'of 
these olemn ·scenes,. " 

TIH'l idea of dramatizing them appeal' to have come only 

gi'adually, ahd is till in a somewhat 'nebulou condition, a will 
b ' evident in the sequel. Indeed, the Tazieh is the i' sult of a

long and gl:'aclual evolutjon, as an ~ntelligent Per ian inform d' 

me, rather than the i1lsl?iration of any single imaginative genius; 
and it yet lacks a certain rounded co1111 leten ss or arti tic sym
metry and HlJish of detail. There is for ' all }\fabometarf alike 
a sacred month devoted to a terrible ordeal of fastipg' fi'om 
unrise to sunset. It consists of an abstention not merely f~'om 

"certain articles of food, or in taking- nourishment in reduc d 
quantities, :;LS in , the rather .perfunctory fa. ts of the hristian 

,ehurches, ht~t is really an ab olute abstinence hom every form 
of nom·i l}ment or stimulant, including water and moking, for 
the entire day, In summer the ordenl is indeed one of'the n;\O t 

trying vel' , invented for the tort~re of ' man. 'rhis fast· is call d 
the Ramazan. In order to BU tain the faith anJ fortitucle of true 
believers at this sea 'on, the Shealls aHo, renre entations of the 

• .1 

Tazie l~ and the exhortations of the Rhozell during thfl.t month. 
But the , true time for these representation!:') i .. durillg' the tw 

e, tremely holy months of M:oharrem and SafUr, III th se two 
montI. the expounders ' of the Alee sect have c'ontrived to 
bring clo ely toO'e.ther a 'numbel~ of important and significant' 

eve:u't : ' I~ i too much to a k th , Cl~itical . un bel iever to accept 
o r -nt;:trkable a ' coincid.~nce a the occurrence of ucli. har

mon ? in th~ events relatillO' 't6 the foundation of this eet; it 
. is ea leI' to ' a ume that th y were mira u~ou , ly brought into 

uch juxtapo ition, or that th e eJ\.pounder~ of th~ heah h~w, 
li~e do tor in , orne other religion '. weI' gifted with the happy 
faculty of dr aming ~rhat th y wi h cl miO"bt 'occur, of cr ating 
the revelations with which they profess to have been in pir~d. . . 
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It i tru that t11e lives of COOFH:l.l', of Cromwell, of N.apQl(~Qn, f,l.I\d 
of 0111e ot11 l' di tingui hed men b~W0 pre nted olUe tartling 

c incidence ', which have b en nat'mally a cepte~ by t"!:l . multi
tude a indicating in the roo t di tinc.t manner the interest tak~ll 
by an ov' JTuling Providence i\l the c~ree1' of ill ~ rai ed by 
destiny to c011t1'o1 the march of empire. In the present instanc~, 

howe';er, it i ~a i' l' t o h~lieve that the imagina'Cive zeal , of 

Ol:ie.ntal fanaticism, rather than a Provid~nce dealiDg ,vith facts, 
i responsible for the clos sequence of the numerous events that 
'are att~'ibu ted to 'the mysterion and' extraordinary month of, 
MO~larrcm and afar. Among th e OeC'lUTenCO . are the deaths 
of Ha •• an an.d of Hoss 'lu , the birth of the P]:ophet, the martyr
dom of the Imam Rezab, and the death of I:'atim"h, daughter" 
of Mahomet. 

It hould be stated that a month before. Moharre~ occurs tl e· 
solemn fe tiva1' of Oourbn.n Bu'iram, 01' the r, Feast or the a CTl- . 

fice.". The t hief t eJ:emony of this o('C'a~ion i ' the slaughter 'of 
the can\ol, H, ceremouy repeated in evet y city of Peria. At 
Telp l'all th~ auirnal, gayly C'Hp,a1'isoned, is led into a dim ly 
thrOl~ged square Hear the pn)aee of N egaristan, and caused to . , . 
kne ,1. At the auspicidU.' moment a spear in the hand of a rela-
tive f the hah is tlll'uSt into a vital pot behind the neck; but 

arcely 11fls the blood burHt f01'tl\ before a hundred kni,; ar 
·thrust into the poor culima 1 by the by .. tanderH, aJld in a twinkling 
the carca s is djyjded into many parts: E ach 'qual:t.er of the it.y 

. endeavors to sei~e a portion, whieh may be kept for (rood lu~ 
.dl11'ing· the succe dino' t,y lYemOl;th. ' Thi~ r eI' mony seem a 
fittin o' l'relud t.o the v nt · of the' .u c edin o' month. 

n~ become 'avdil:e that the .mohth. of mourning ha arriv~d, 
by th practlcal ce ation of all but the mo t important labor. 
Bu in s. in the bazaar" ne~'ly come. to a top, and as evening 
approaches the wild shout of th . proce . ions ( f .f~n~tic ma,y be 
hard from all part of the city. The fir t t n day of Moha1T~m 
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arq p cially d votetl to the omm morati 11 0' the ma 

Hos 'in and hi ' family i, but it is not un~l 'th 1a t foUl' 01' five 

day' of tohi period that the e pl~OCO sion' , call d testeh, b come 0 

dem n tratiye a to prove a distW'bing, 1 ment in the city, In 
, tho e, days ~~ lal'ge part of th male population I ave th . liirt 1 

in the nec~, and t11 t' 'tell parade at all hour of th day, yellulG' 
with loud and monotOll u cad nee, II Ya Ho ' 'ill, ya II, ' 'in 'I " 

'o~)etime they vary tlli by 'houting "Ya En ' 'an, ya Ila an!)1 

Dill'inG' the last two 01' tll1'e , days of this public demon trHti n of 

mourning jt is eonsider d prud nt for all foreigller ' ancI unb .: 

l:ievers to attract as little attention a~ pO::;l:\illo, I st, if s n hy' 

th e e'xcited throngs, they he insulted l' ey ~n .assault d b 
,. orne of the IDob, now frenzied by religious ox6t III ut to ,an 

xtraordin~'Y deOTee, ' 

A~th?ugh the dang r is Ie S ,than form rly, ~. t even at 

Teheran it i ' 11:0t ,,,holly imaginary; at ',my tim tll re i a 

liability to renewed outbm"t of the c 110' of IIOlTor which 
. . 

fo] 'm rly characterized tIle proc' sion 'of tho tl:'l'it":ll. Ill] 4, 

'for xample, ther wal; ertain ly an accession of fanatici m 

and xcitl:'ment u h a Inl not he n se n at Tell ran for v-• 
ral year, On pro'e i,on \ .... hi ch pa ed my C/atp. n the 

morninG' of. the te~th day PI' nt d nick ning I'll cta 1 , 
I' C d ' d and followed by an admirin G' crowd of tho rabble, 

, a ·1;ro p . of OIDe ixty m n hurried .by . tripp d to tll . middle, 
and ' in veraJ 1TIllete]y nude, TIley all with on 

accord mote their bare boo oms with tl iT l'io'ht hand with 

a 'e, tai~ rhythm' found, TIl ir bosom W 1:e raw from the 

oft-repeated .blow ' all al'\-i d naked W01'~ 01' dagG' r:' in th .il: 

1 ft ban with whi h they ga 'hed them. h s, g neraHy on tb 
crown of ' th 11 ad; a numh I' weI' cov l;ed \vit)1 tr 'am f 

blood. A ne l;apidly tr de in this fie!' manner from' tr t 
r 

to' tt'eet t]ley ontinuaUy houted or groan d, "Ya H 'in,!" 

Th impr ion left n!l1Y mind for day b" thi hideou 
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wa like that of :f feaJ.:ful mO'htroa1' . . It i not uncommon fOl' lXjen 
I ' . 

to fall dead in the e proce , ions, ov l' oJ?1 1)y the 10 ' of blood 
, r ·the tenible pitch of 'x it merit to whi ch they h v~ .wrought 
t1~emselve8. · In the pl:oYincin.l citi s · of P rsin. the ~e teh some- ' 

time meet, either accidentally or ptu'posely, and he<vv.th ir, '\ '<bY 
tlu'oug'h ach other with eFiou 10 s of life., In Ta,breez dUl'inO' 
the. celebration of 1 4 great excitement pre ailed, and the 
troop' were cal1ed out to qll eIi "dlat tlll'entell ed to become 'a J 

ill a 'trOll ' and overw,helniin c)' ri t .• At Tell ran. the severe t pen
altie a~:e now tbren.tened again't any leaf1 u's of the i ns . 

, of the 'MoTIaJ.'l'cm · who contrive to enCQ.lmter eael the 

b'e t " 'Cnfol'tullat ly this edict 11a..; not b I exten 

p'axt of Pel' iel, ano. erioll s diRtuJ'bn.ne till \ Ul' elsewlleTe. 
It i" n eeu.lel'l~ to ao.d that it is])o be mo't la,w-abiding or 

intelligent people ,,·ho join ill tIlO e processions, but usually the 

more ignorant 01' vitious e1:IHses, who crave excjte~ent o~' de
luo.e themseln:,' into the belief that by SUell ,an occa iona! out

burst of.faun.ticis~ll they met)' lay up n. reserve of piety that shall 
. float them safely through another year of iniquity, uch a de- : 

lusion is unfortu,nateIy not cQnfined to Persiet, nor to the ecta
ries of Alee, 'rho better class of Persian ' .stoutly affirm that 

. tIllS disordered zeal is entiroly.contrary to the command of th.e . . 
Pl'oiJllet, and inr:"teac\. of excusing it they declare that it i the 
lutees, or canaille, who engag~ in these exce ses, Evidenc~s are 
n~t wanting that long before the ri e of Uahometanislli e am
pIes of such mob viol nce werA en ton;ary in Pel: ia at certain ' 
annual festiYals, and were wink d at 'by the authoritie a afford
jng a . vent f01: popular di conte~t which might otherwi prove 

troublesome to the Government, B;enc~ it may be i~f~lT d' that 
the exce es which} ave become attendant on the day o(mOlU'll:

iDO' in Moharr"'m are I nictically a ontinuati n of a very old 
GU tom, instiga,t d by apparently another 'n:otive, One of the 
most curious facts i,u tlie development ot civilization and reI i-
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gi~m i ,the lapping over, from one epoch to another, of the arne 

cu. tom 'und r different names and eemingly in pir d , by alto

gether QPposite cau 'es, 

, B~.lt evel:y ircumstance coni)' cted "vith this ~omm ~ora~v 
period of, public lamerit:1,tion i quite 'u borwnate, and as it wer 

subsidiary, to the great dramatic repre 'entation of tbe tragedy 

whi ch involved the de!':lcend .. tllts of lee aud Fatimeh b em 

common catastrophe, I refor to tIle Tazi'e7I, In all , part~ of 

,Pel' ia tbi tragcdy is reprodueed ,,-itll more or less power dur-
• 

ing the sacI' d months of mouming; but as in former -::l g , '0 

, at the present tim , one rou 't see the p<,rformance ]:epre ont d 

,under royal patrona a'(,', and 110noro(1 by ' tIle Shah himself and 

,~ the royal f~tll1ily, in order to uudcrsta11l1 tit varied character' 

and significance of a drama in which tlle combined reliO'ious 

and pati:iotie f81:vor, of a great sect awl people find their, mo t 
ample expre iOlt. • _ 

It is not 'ea y for tho e of other beliefs to (l'ain' aecess to,the ' 

royal T :1kiflh, for, so t.he building is' called y\'11e1'e the drama of 

th .. , Tazieh is unfolded f~l' t0n suce~ssiye days, IIa\'illg 1) n 

, p ciany ,favo~'ed by an inyitat!on hum the Zahlr-i-Doilleb, 

l1 son-in-law of the Shah, to witne " thi'ce scenes of thi ex-

,traol'dinary pmformanee, I s11a11 endefl\'or to gi\'e a faitllful, 

des Tiption of what- I aetuall,y aw, I am com-inrod, after care

fulI' flection, that one who ha seen the rrazich has enjoyed the 

'Opportunit of formi~g some conception of tho mann or 'in Y\'hi~h 
the dra:J;Ua of :';'11Ci nt Gr 'ece, were placed on the staO'e, and of 

the ' :ff, ct they 'produeecl ·011 the imaginative, more iLnpl and 
" , 

emotion.al ~udi' nce of t!lat period, who ne ded no fa titiou , 
cenery or other artific.ial aid to clothe tile ideal with all' th 

act,ua.lity of the real, ' 

It ma b w II t rep ' at here that the leadi~~ pm'po e 'f 

th Tazi"'h i to repre ent the ' slauO'ht]' f Eo e'in, ,th on 

of Ale, an " hi famHy, But the chi f incidents of thi 
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are not alway repr 'ented , in the order in which they ~c
(m~rred. In veral in .tance~ epi 'ou ·ar ' placed on the tage 

which a~tual]y happen d ~ft l' th final cata troph~. The 
olemnity of the occasion; and the. monotony which might 

o 'cur from twenty'ucces ive acts played in the aftel:nool'l and 
evenili ~ of t n. 'con ecutive uays" il:) also relieved by oCyasional 

, pi od s haying appal' ntly hut a, remote ~'elation to t~e chief 

events of the drama, Thi , I think, il:) not so mllch because of 
the lack . of ('Olli'itructh'e ability on the pai·t of the actore and ' 
compos l'H of 1he play, as it i the re ult of a di tinot inten-, 
tion to secure two ends, - to prevent t1e vast and generally 
ignomn~ HLulienee fro'm l~sing it interest' in the' .'ubjcct of 
'th rrazieh, and at the s,ame time to preyent Jivcrsion from th ,. 

vast illJportanec of' the ev@ts l'epreSel ted. ~hus alternately 
ntert..q,ine~ or arouscd to prufound emotion, the audience is 

carried easily along from seen to Reeno lmtil the enth da , 
caned the GattZe, or " D:ay of Slauo'hter," when Hosseln is slain, 
at w] li ('h time the exeitemellt of the H.udience, and in fact of t11 
entire cH.y, l'e8chcs <t point borc1el'jng Oll frenzy. 

'1 was invit ·d to attend 0ll 'the fifth day of the Ta,zieh, We 
( \ 

a,rrived at the TaJeielt towarus noon, On alighting from the, 
CH.1'l1aO'e I wa, ' HlU'prised to ,ee an immemie cil'cl,llar building a 

,larg as tIt 'a.mphitheatre of Verona, solidly ('·on. tructed 'of brick. 
Ferashes, or liveri ~ ~ootmen, cleared ,the way before us. Tlu'ash
ina- their sta.ves right and left, tbey opened a, way throuO'h the 
~'owd that packed the great porta.l ; :md entering a dark, val~lt cl 

ve. tibule, I gr ped, or rather '\"Ira' impelled by th,e·tlu·ong, tOWal·a 

a tai1:caae crowd d with elTant ' " 'llOse mastill'S h.ad n.1ready 
arrived. Like all stq,irs in Persia, th e w re adapted to the 
, u'ide of 0'1 ants, A , u ce ion of ~ring npward finally limd a 

( ~ 

me on the fir t ga,llery, l~'hi h ] d around t?e building. A f, w' 
st l? in th t:wilight, and then an em byoid red curtain was raised 
and) ent r c1 the box of the Zarur-i-Doi.ileh. 1G wa in two part , 
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the first higher than ;,he other; steppino. into th front and low r . 
divisjon, I was invited to "redin at the 1 ft of m Tho t upon a 11-

perbly embroider8d.cushioll of vel et. l The wall" or' the loggia 
I 

wei" of plain b~'i k, but the were hUllO' 'with cashmer hawl 

f price, ann th ch?icest of ru O's enriched th~ floor. A number 
of P ~. ian gentlemen of lower rank occupied the back part of 

the apartment by invitation; <.tl1 alike were oated on their 
k.I;l es and he 1s, a lllO t painful position for Olle n?t aecu. tom~tl 
to. it from infancy; ' I \Va' oblio' d to compromi 'e by 'itt~nO' r ' - . 

legged, Turki. h fashion. It is worthy of notice that ~ nearly 
Ijfe-si16€l portrait of Mahomet lnmg 011 the ·wall.· Of roUJ's it wa 
an imaginary likeness, and tho PropllOt llirnself, who denoullt.ed 

.. painting of any object IJaying life, wonld haye condemned it 

apI earance there; but tlJ(> P ersians, lJ aving a marked aptitude ' 
for the art, IJav ", R" we haye all' au)" said, found 111 ~n of· 'ox
.plaining away tbe ljrec~pt ' of th ir religious founder when it hi:! . 
suit d their tastes and com-enience to <10 so. .As repre entillg 
the ori !ltal conception of the persOl'J of the Father of the ·Faith
fill, the picture was not 11l1,,'orthy of cOl1lpariSOll with tlle con
ventional idea of Cin'i$t ,\'llich h ~lF'. Leen p er) ·tnated by Clu:istian 
art. 'rhe Prophet was repreHented as a handsome man in th 
prirIie of life, with ruddy feMmes and a poetical and ~~'nsuoll 
mther than a r fiectiYe temperament. On his head wa,. a gre 11 

turban; eated cro s-legged, a nak d sclO1itul: lay aeros his 

kne . 
Having willi o-ly made a concession to popular feeling by 

waring a Pm: jan kola,h, or lllack ('onical cap made of tuff 
imitating soll p kin, I We abI to sit at tlie extreme frdnt of 
the box and e . and been witho"t th~ interposition of a 

' . cr en· of O'auz " wJ;Uch i r . uired in th case . of for ign 1'8 

",110 , are p .,rmitted occa ionftlly to visit the royal ·Takieh, -. , 

unle s, ihd ed, they di gui e. their ~atioDalit)~ and religion a 
1 The 5 at pf honor is II,t, the 1 ft hand in P ersia. 
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I did. On looking fortli ov r th~ vast ar na a ~ight met IPY 
gaze which ;'va indeed · ~xtrH.Ol·dinary. The int('rior of the 

building is nearly two hmKlr d feet · in diam tel' a :td some 
eighty feet hicrh. A domical frame of timbel~ , firmly spliced 
and braced with iron, . princrs from the wall, giv'::ng support 
to the a,wning thl1t protects the interior from the unlil'l'ht . aHd 
the· min. From the centre of the dome ~ larg . chandelier wa . 
suspended, furnished with four electric burner ', - a re ent in
n~vatioll. A 'more oriental form of illuminating the build~ng 
wa se n in the prodigiou number of lustres and can dle-
ticks, all of glas a,nd' protected from tIle air by glass .shade 

open at the top and variously colored; they were conc ntratcd 
against th ' wa,ll in immen. e glittering clu t erl:!. E stimating frpm , . 

. th'ose attached to one box, I judged that the]:e ."e]:e upw~ia~tbt.. 

five thou and candle in these lustre '. 
The .arrangement of the boxes, or more strictI log ias, .va 

pecu liar. 'rhe walls nowhere indicated any ' eriou attempt at 
decoratiolJ , xcept in ingle 'string- 'our es of brick (the only roa
tei'iaJ appare.nt) and gilded Sar~cellic cornices over the arched 
log~'i_a . No)' wa. ' there any regularity of design in the plan of 
d tails such a gives majesty to the arrangement of the gal
feri in Roman amphitheatre , like the Coliseum . . And 'yet 
the general effect was picture quely grand, a if the ' archit . ct . 
wa' '0 (Ion cious that py merely following the arrang ment 
sugge ted by the aim in view b e would. a,chieve a noble 'arclii-
t tural expres ion, that he di dained t6 dep ·l).d on an ythlng 
but the con 'tructive · details to justify 111 ' '. 0 ' "rriu. . F.or ex

ampler one ide of the loggia of t~e Shah, .1;>olcUy, di Tegard-. , 
ing' symmetry, rai ecl. th e. arch of it broad· windo-v" to t~ice the 
dimen ions o~ the neighboriucr loggias. ~ppo itO" again 'was a 
r .w . of loggias as ocja.ted together by a line of emi- aracenic 
ar hiv Its ovor the window , which were completely conceaJed 
by a gI' ~1 ' l~ttice. and fra~ed with mouldings paint~d green 



'l'HE PASSION-PLAY OF PER IA. 385 

' an~ gold; these ere appropriated to· the wives of the hah. 
Midway between the e two division was till apothel' group 
of l~tticE'Ji windows,. and oppo ite -to them in turn was a d p 
at hed 10ggj1a resembling a reception-room, quite two storie in 

, heiglJ.t, intended for a daughter of the Shah. A she did n t 
occupy it when I was there, th O'auze-like dr~pery wa rai d, 

. di playing still another lik n~ s of the Prophet. A if int rntion
ally to prevent any monotony f1'Om too symmetrical n d ign, 
the entrances to t.he floor or pit differed in width, the wide t 
being orne twenty-five feet; the ~ched roofs xtend~a to a 
height of thirty and forty feet respectively. These vaultQd 
pa ag' 's, being of courRe pierced through the walls, gave a 
'mean~ for gauging the ,va t solidity of the structure, the walls 
being nearly fifty feet in thickne s 'on the ground; this add d 

, . 
wo,nd rfully to 'the really: grand f;ffect of thi stupendou. 
structure. 

If this royal amphitheatre of T eheran were of poli hed 
marble like th amphitheatres of old, it 'would · scarcely yield to 
them in the beauty and impr s iveness 01 its interior. Material 
doe really count for something in architecture~ even if it appea.ls . ' 

to the imagination alone. I could not avoid ob erving the mas-
terly an-angement of the arches to produce trength and beauty 

.. alike. Whether the Persians borrowed the principle of the arch 
from the Assyrians or not, it is certain that they excelled in 
managing it before the Romans, to whom th dis overy of the 
arch ~a been fal ,,:ely .attrihll;ted; and they still make it one of , 
the ll).0 t promineht and uc e ful features of their architectur . 
In the centl1-'e of the ar81:ljt was a circular stage of rna Oliry, 
raised three feet and approached by two ,!ltairways. On one' 
side of the buildi~g a pulpit of white marple wa. attached ·t.o 
the wall, of th 'form universally followed in Mahornetan coun
trie , being a lofty, 'Darrow flight o~ steps protect~d by a solid 

' balustrade on each side; and terminating in a small platform. 
25 
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Th peaker has ~o oth r'plat£ rm than the upp r st p, which. is 

crmyn d with a canopy. According a the ' pi.rit m ve him, he 

"0 'cupi various teps of tbi smile of p~lvit platforms. , The 
pil"itual xaltati n; or the :1ge and i'ank of the speak l". suO'O'e t 

fr Tn what el vation he ,'hall exho~"t the peopl ted on the 
pavemellt below bim. ' 

But I so n di cov r d that all til architectural detai~ of this 

rema1'kabl building were c ndary to the cxtra~rdina,ry sl;ec-

" tael \ ofi"ereu , by tlle a sembled multitude. The ,ntire arena, 

with tlp exc ption of a narrow pa aO'e around the' stag, was 

ab o]utol)' pack d with worn ]1 , thousands on , thousands. At a 

r \lO'h stimate it m d ~o mo that quite four thou 'and women 
w, r eat r1 th r ' cros -1 gO' d on the earthen floor, whi h wa .. 

made sligi ltly '101 ing, in order to enabl tho e in the rear to 
~ over tlle headH of tho. lJ before th m, -I}ot that a~y of them 

c uld complain f hi O'h 'bonn t , to ob truc't·the sight, for not a 

bonn ot was to be \:lOll, nor ever ]Iao. been s en there. It wa. a 

d n e, compact m~ " .of women uniformly dr<?s. ed in bIu -black 
Dlantlc, aell ImviJl O' :'1 white veil drawn ~iO'htly over the II ad 
and fa c, the on]y" Ilt for igllt being a small lattice of beau-

r ' 
tifully worked Ince dir et] hefor the eyes. Thi was attache~ 
to th back of t.he hend· by a glittering buckle, those of the 
w a1t~li r women spar]~lin O' with (roId and brilliant. Thi is the 

only vanity a Pm'siall woman i p rmitt d to indnlg in when 
abroad; ,tIl )' make 11 p for i~ a,t hOUl'<! by a marvellous stra um 

of l' d paint andj w 1 , -' n,t lea t 0 it i aid by th e who hav 
n them. FoUl' thOll anu wbite hea.d· find d .rk-blue mantle, 

and n t a fa to b e11,-. that wac a iO'ht ind e4 J It wa a 
p cta I to make on mil, and y t to r fl t on the power of 

ft~ ·hi nand ,cHstom,. Wh 1'e exc pt in th ri nt, 0 full f ab-
nrditi and ntradi ti 11 f th di tat of natur , would one 

find four thou and '" 111 n, rno t of them 1 t: n bope beau~
f'!ll, who, would be willing to 'con eal th ir charms 0 ffectually 
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from the gaze of mankind Let no OJ) imaO'in", however, tllat ,_ 

the women of Pel' ia have not the power to l' ate a veil-di -

pelling l~fo1'm if they 0 will d: in no ouotry hav the w m Il 

mOf gen ral influ nce and po we;', But th y hnv b 11 b1' uo'Itt 

Ul) in the lief thnt r li o'ioll l' quil:es that t?e fa e of.' womnll 

must be ~oncealed ' from public gazo; and the noti n ]' mail i:l 
tl:ong as the motive for 'hastity, 

It is unnece sary to allude to the confus d hntt rillO' whi h 

aros 'fr 'J?1 thi Dlult:itude of fair ' one, ",hil wnitil1O' .for the play 

t? begin; , it goes without say ing. Now and ngaill 11 -pa il," of 

th m would relieve t.h IOlJg int ~ rlllll e of xp ctan y L'y n 

wrangle, which in one cn 'e d g nernt d into a. fig-lit, resnlting 

' in the ,~rr nclling of vep · and coiffure'aml a di phty f f .atlll'e 

beD 1'e the entire ·audience. , 

Au amu ing' clJaract 1.: in tho cro.,,'( wa ' a qlli:;:zi 'al old ~ 110w 
-with a cup and a' jug' of water, doling Hlt drillkr:; as all [lC't (If d -

votion; this he ha s done for many Y ' HI'H nt th ' Tazi '''h, in ord r 

to remind thp. people that lIm:;, 'ill snifer'ed in hiH bHt llours from 

the agonies ~f th,ir t. A < i it pani:';]l hull-fight, so l~ el'o v nd l' . 

of '1' fre -hmenti:l might be - en with lemonad e, tea, and kaHan , . ' 

the latter moked by women aR W ]1 aH 111 ' 11. rJ'he rna '(' uline 

x was' in but a mall minority in t.h e urena ; what fow ill n. 

w 1'e tfle~'e .stood b bind tho compact army of women. Most . ' 

f the men present were Sn the logo-ias. When tI Je pit wa. full 

. and otber tIi ed to '~7 dge tb it' way in, th u -herH and' guard 

. drov them out with umo Jt'ciful yiolence. R he hm nt. '" l' 

ened in Ul' bo y l' P at dly, alld' cigar::; for my If an d. . drag -

man, er ia.n pl'eferrinO' .n~t to invite hri tian to m ke their 

ka U~n. But after the' p 1'D rman e b O',m, a]] moking find 

r fl'~ hments were banned a indicating' a frivolity incon i. t nt 

with th tl'agical ev nt of til drama. ' 

The inter a1 af waiting, although' lng, w n ither tediou 

nor unprofitably mployed, for from time to time orne zealot 
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gave vent to a profound "Ya Alee! a Ho sein!" then many 
voic would join in; and thu . bi gradual a cession ' of fervol' 

, xp tation wa intensified and pi t incr a, ed to degree 
proper to a thorough appr ciation of what was to come. The 
ho~y zeal of the Faithful was yet ' further stimulated by the 
mol1ah , both , d ·Y0l,lng. - one ' a mere boy of fifteen, - , 
who a cended t ul it in turn and exhorted the people with 

" a rhoz~h, or religiou rap ody, on the virtue and martyrdom of' ' 
. AI~e and the Holy Imam. As in a carp.p-mee.ting frequent' 

arnen.s &re heard, so whenever orne especially eloquent p riod 
wa rolled f01:th in fervid tones respon es were heard from every 
q uatter, - no'", a loud "Y a Ho~se'in!" 01' anon the sound o( 
orne one miting hi bare bosom. 

At length a crowd was seen mas ing in the great enlt1'&1.~1 
opposite the roy~ll?ggia:, (vhich resolved it elf into a proce slon 
of nearly two hundred men, who proved to" b , rv 1ts of th 

hah': household. Led by the head-steward of the Palace th ): , 
entered t,he theatre, two by two, s]owly marc.hing around the 
circular stage. Th y were all dres ed in black mO!1rning livery; , 
ea.ch had the breast bare, and with regular cadence, as they 
marched, they smote their bo~oms with their right hands. The 
kin wa crimson, for twice' daily during five ' days they had 

repeated this extraordina.ry pmformance. The reader will 
remember th~t at the crucifixion the pectators mote th i1' 
brea t ; it has in all ages been one 'of the Ipost commcm of 
oriental ceremonies for expressing' lan;entation. 

This proces ion, like an which f.ollowed, d&la);ed a mo~ent 
opposite the royal loggia and saluted ·the' h[' h. Di1:ectJ.y after 

t" t 

them came a confu ed group of men' in Arab co tume, who 
beat their br~asts in ,un'i, on with a force that excited apprehen
sion le t they should kill them elv,es, smiting 'c'ver the heart 

with such ' continuous violence, , After them followed. a gronp I 

nnde above the middle; .they held in each h:ll1d a large"block 
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of 'hard wood, ,which they stn~ck. together with a sharp, ex
a peral;'ing rhythm. The two latter g\'oups, like the chorus in 

the Gl'e~k play, were collectively symbolical of , a cla ,repre
, t.mting· in tlHs case , the wild Arab of the desert who from afar 

beheld the . march of Ho sein thr6ugh their country, and be
wailed their inability to a ist the martyrs in their final struggle. 

. . As tlle last of the three proces ions filed out of the building the 

tt:ain of ma!tial music burst on the ear, s9lernnly.breathing 9. 

funel'al dirge. It ' was one of the mi litary bands of the hah, 
and was followed in steady procession by six other regimentnl 
hand, each in turn tl'iking up a minor train. 
. The last band had ceased its music and di appeared, :when 

. in the gate through which they had entered another group 
was seen collecting and fOl.:ming. , 'In front, facing the audi
ence, were several children dre ed i 1 g)~een; at their ide 'war
riors gathered' glit!ering in the chain-armor and gold-inlaid 
-helme,ts of past ages. Suddenly on the solemn ilence, like . 
the thrill of a bird at night, came the voice of one of -the 
children, low and oleml1, thAn rising to a high, Jear tone 
iude, cri~ably wild and thrillingly pathetic, - a tragic ode of' 
remai:kable effect and power. ' tre who ha once heard that , 
strain can never f01'O'e£ the impre sion it made, although, alt,o': 

gether different from the minor chords of European 'rou ic. 
. Thi song of lamentation ,vas an anno'L~ncem nt to the pec

tator that they were 'to prepar themselves to behold a 
oul-moving tragedy, - the ' martyrdom of Ho seln and the 

grandchildren Ol the Prophet. Other voice gradually joined 

in the clul.nt,· one .by on , until a sublime choral elegy paled 
• • 

over the vast arena with uch an ,agony 0\ ound that it !-l;ctu-
ally seemed as if the"e actor ' in thi t11 atl;ic cene were giv~g 

, expres ion to thair own death-song. till c]uindng, the · troop 

graduaUy entered the arena, and with s]'ow and measured 
tread marched aronnd the stage and ascend d. the platform. 
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Thor they formed in dO"!lbl rank, and with low obei ance 

1 ~"id th ir alut~tion . to, the hah. 
There was no c nery on the stage; the only 0 jects it 

'contai!} d were u h fl • .t arou e }he amusement f on who 
'reB ctecl on· ,,,hat was :really the conditiotl of affairs, in the far-

I 

away little cainp by th bank of tbe tawny Euphrate , ~her 

ao' aO'o the group of martyr ' ' urI' unded by savage: horde . 

llffl I' cl with thir t and peri. hed mis rably on the ho~ wa te of 
M potaUlta. Une could ,carcely repre s a mil at the cLair 

v rlaid vyith beaten gold 'Ivl1ic11 weI' brought from the royal 

trea ' ury,.and the ofa and. the uncouth 1 d cover d with c l1Q- , 

pie' to'i'epl'esent the tent ', But to those who had l~ vel' seen 
elaborate oonery and vi w d tl~ing tbrough trJe m dium of: a ,. 
Iiv,Iy fa.ll y the e bail', worth four thOUSU:lld dollars each, 
eem d to indicate tb r t erence whieh Pel~sia to-day extend . 

. acro the age to .tIt dut1llpions of the Faith; and th~ ab urd 
attempt to repre 'ent teJlts vas to them no more absurd ~han the 
buskin, and tragic ma ks worn by tho c who enact d the d ,ath 

of Agamemnon on th marble staO'e of tl~ e amphitheatre of 
Athens two thou and years ago. It was not thino.s but men that . . 
rivet d the rapt attention of the va t audience; not material ob-
j ct , but the achi v ment ' and utterance " of ouls gazin down 
tIl "i ta of time from the 'h1ninO' pinnacle 'of moral grandem:. 
If th e AI-aLian h roe had foreseen, - and who knows that 
they bad not a gljrup~e qf the future ~ -' I say, if th Y had' for -
seen that fourt.een hundred year after their d ath -their fate · 
w uld b re-enacted and wept by mourning 'multitude with 

P!ofound l.' onor and l~v.e, per~lap t~y would have. laid down 
their live with a . mile of tern exultation and triumph.-

_ Ho eln w,as rep~esent d by an actor named 'Mollah Ho s"eln; 
who wa ill-aped in ma ive robe f green and ca hmere in
wrought with gold; his h ad was covered with a lar O'e Arabian 

. b 

_turban. During mo. t of the performance of thi day he sat with . . 
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he,ad bent, wrapped in melancholy reflection on the appro~ching 
and inevitabl doom. His brother Abbass - 'by another moth r, 
the on lJf Alee but not of ~atimeh - was per onated by :Mirza 
G1IOiam Hosseln, whowol'e • '. a 'al'aceni<:coat-of-mail of 
wire link , terminating in 
a white tunic. His h ad 
was protected by a grand 
helmet of olden time, 
antc d with plumes. He 

was of a handsome cast 
and finely shaped, pre-

'. senting altogetl~er ari im
pre ive' impersonation of 
the. romantic heroes of 
W hom we read in the 
I icti.rresque pages of o1'i': , 
entaJ poe y. ilemr, one 
of the leaders' of the e
my, was attired in similar 
fashion. After Ho'sselil, 
Abbf].ss, an~ Shemr, the 
rno t prominent character 
of the drama "'was Zeineb 
the si tel' of H os eln', 
whose part was' played 
by an aotor named nah 
Ho ' elIl ZeiJleb Khan. He .• 

MIRZA GHOLAM nOSSEIN AS ADBASS. 

spoke· in falsetto; of cour e all ' the ferrfale character were 
repr ented by ~en 01' boys. 

Z in~b; at the opening of the cen, app ared moud d in a 
thick mantle and eat d on the earth. bemoanina her fate. I'"£h 
children of th,; variou familie gather d in the . amp were 01 

• 

00 
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gr Up d on the and for the lllU t part, ~. pre nti]~g a feattu'e : of 
the trag d anal o·ou to th ~h r~ of th reek plays. The 
ntir perforinanc was directed by a pl'Onipt 1', wh walked . 

un Qnoornedl n the stag, and ~'ave hint to he play r ' or, 
pIa ,d tIl younO'er actors in theil' po. ition. ~t the prop r 
mom nt al 0, by a moti~n of the hand, he gave oraer, for the 
musi 'to trike up OJ' top, But it was ctu'ious how oon I 
c a ed t noti e him ' at all; indeed, after a short time I wa 

arcely aware of hi pres nce. 0 inter :ted ilad I become in 
th ' xtJ.'aordinary c)laracter of all that was going on b fore me, 
that I torgot there ~va no s nery, and actually, eemed tu my-

If to be gazing UpOl~ actual event as they onG cur ed on 
the bank of the Euphrate , Thi con . a.tha ar ci nt· 

Gr ek. , and hakspeare ay,er them, were 1'10 t in paying littl • 
~ttention to artificial aid tl' dram'atic representation. There ~an _ 

J 

be no question that in proportion a the ,imaginatioll is I ft t 

upply all the optical detail of a drama, the reality becomes 
mol' vivi.d and the emotions are mpre' forcibly arou ed, . The 
elaborate and costly detail ' obs~rved ih mounting a play for the 
modern tage may create a «uriou interest and whet a ta te 
over- timulated by the restless , activity and ceasele s excite
ment of the present age, but they have proportionately Ie 
power to kinJ.le the imagination. 

The orche tra alluded to above consl t d of a band of per
f; I'm rs who were stationed at the top 'of the ~ilding, - f. !'tu
nat ]y a it proved, for their instruments were kettle-drum and 
long traight horn, hal' h and doleful, 'and taHling e~ough to . , 
wake the dead. It i no marvel th ,t the walls of <J ericho fell 

down tenified by ~uch a tJ.'emendous and unspeakable 'blast, 
for there i \10 quertion that these Per ian horn. ; which are 
such as have been in use since the prehistoric days of Shah 
Jem heed, are imilar to tho, e univer ally mployed in Eastern 
c untri from ~arly age . The eva~ge}ist must have had in his 

I 
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mind uch an in truro nt when h pok of the ia t trump tha~ 
sf. uld call ' forth the dead. ' A ignal fi: ill th dir tor at the 

. b ginni.1lg of each. sc ne of th Tazi~h awoke. the confu ' d wal'-

". dj:t;t of the ... 1f. ttle-dl'ums, and instantly after fon w d a tartling 

bur froID. the horn. At th~ cl e of a cen the a.rne fierce 

mu lC timulated the' glowinO' enthu ia m th fa:ithful, ' and 

ner~ d th ir zeal for event yet more tra,g:ic and l:mblirne . . 

Th act for thi partict;J.lar day began 'with a cene between 

Z ineb and Ho eln. In a.n impa - ioned colloquy th y lam nted 

their fate, and enconraged ach ' other to the ex rci e 01 mutual 

. ndurance and fortitude. A th .. cene . do ed ' l~e ank to the 

UU 't, ' and throwing ash on 11 "1' head lap.-eel. into an attitud of 

'.impl'e. ive ilence. Superb in the repre entation of lamentati&H 

. and affliction was the c n . whicb ,followed, when the yqung 

Alee A bai·, son of the d ad Hn. Kan ,' h eroically r hoed to 0'0 

forth and fight hi way to th river, al;a hri)lg 'water for the uf

fer l' in the camp. Clad in arJTIor, the YOllthful hero ubmitted 

him ,elf a. a acrifj.ce, for h never exp ('teel to retml1 . . ' Magnifi

nt W l'e the pathetic ton . jn which he Haw" as it -n- J'e hi O\YD 

l' qui In; the words rang forth lik fI, tl'nmpe~ to t11 e f'mthe t 
• nook of the va t builelino', and the r8spon ram - in united ",yail-. . 

ing from t~e tbon and g'athel'ed tll re. 
mur] ur li1('e th iO'h of a cominO' gale, th . trang ound. a1'O 8 

and fell like the w ird mu~ f tl~e south wind in the ri O'ging of 

a hip ar ning in a daH: 11io'11t on the \Vellino' l:ml'g of an 

Atlanti tOl'm. Fol' veral moments sob and io'hs, and n w 

and ngfl:in a halfLl:;uppl:e d shl'\ek, swept from' on . ide of th 

buildiuO' to .tL oth l'. tI~nO' men wep.t.; th r "-n. not a clTy 
~ m th logo'ia wh 1'8 I 'wa eat d, )\ pt my own; and I 

cont that I wa . not alt O'eth l' Un.rllOy CL by thi impr lve . . . 
scene. 

hav aid sometime. that uhf tlli lam-

ml,st b m r ly c iw ntional, and a artific.ial . a the 
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w eping and screaming Of hired mourners ,at oriental funer~~ . 
But I ann t agr e -with t1em: Grant that the fe ling .va!=! 
UI erticial, to' be follow,ed p rliap, thp, next hom by l~luO'hter ,; 

y t there i no que tion t~at the 'oDdition' were e -;1 tly uch, a. 
W re likely to produc~ genuine emotion. ' The cene portra. ed 

. repre enteu il~qid nts of. the InO t tragic character which had 
a tual1y 'OcclUTeu, a~d which in the cour e of age h,ad" become 
part of the life and thought of the people who on tha dl1y were , 
aO'ain so weirdly remiuuetl of th~lU. ,A belief in the sufferi 
the SaYlOur is not mO,re indelibly impressed on the heart or , 
true Christian than the 'belief ~yhich th~ true · !t ah illnmtains in' 
the uffering of the 'ons f Alee. . 

, A milk-white Arabiall 'teed ii'om the royal ,tables, superbly ' 
, capeLri o11eu, wa \lOW led 1-to the arena, and after receiving tIle , 

moving farew ell, of HOSSfl11 and Zeine~ and the godspeed of 
the cboru , Alee Acba.r mounted , and started forth W1 hi p ril

ou~ errand. In tantly from seyeral quarters appeared ,a trol P, 
of the enemy on hor e ack anu O'~1 foot, armed Arabs ot the 
de ert, who crowded after in fierce pursuit. It waa wildly ex-, 
citillg to see this mad race around the arena, whel:e thon ands 

f 

of woulen were crowdeu dowll to the very edge ~f the narrow 
lane ",hid I wa throllged with fighting steeds and warrior. 
But no one flinched; the horses were well-trained, and no acci
dent r suIted. Finally Alee Acb3J' turned into one of th 

av nue' o~ exit" anu di 'appeared surl'ounded by the pursuing 
host. Nor dlu he reappear, for oon after be fell overed ~lth 
wounds. N ow followed a savage i)e~l hom the wHd war-horn , 
and h~mr, th_e leader of the bele~g:~eJ'illg eIl'lU)', aRpeared clad 
in complete armor; ( summoning, the camp to surrerider, he 'PI' -
deeded to holu a long coll oquy with Abba ' , t.he lmlf-broth r of' 

,Hosseln. . Shemr had come to order Hos~lri to yield, before 

his outnmribered troops should ' be.' annihilated ~y an ove1'
w11 lming lto t. Ho eII1 remained at one ide wrapped ill 
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m!?lancholy forebocling~, while Abhass, with grand and magnifi
,cent eloquence, unconditionally_ rejected .terms which implied 

the abaI~onment of the claim of the hou e of Alee and Fati

m~h to the caliphate, and proudly flung defiaI1-ce at the foe. 
After h~tving seen ' ~ollle · of the most d~stini~ished actors of 

the age, .I cannot avoid the conclusiOl: that this colloquy be
tween Aobas~ and Shemr woula do credit to any stage; j~ 

. p~uts, perhaps, rather too declamatory, it wa as a whole : a 
wonderful dramatIc episode. In closing, Abbass, a if 'endowed 

, witll prophetic vision, gave vent to a noble apostroph~ to ihe 

fut~re splendor of 'Persia; the asylum for the devoted follo'wers 
.. of Alee; these eloquent stl'o'phe " of poetic fire called forth deep 
' murmurs of applause. ",raving his nHtiled hand with lofty 

. so.orn, Shem}', with equal draJ?1atic si~~teline s, 11ll'rled at Ho se'in 
the responsibility for the disasters to I'}ome, and remounting his 

steed departed, , ' . 
Now night came on; by tacit consent the deci ive con-

I . • 

, flict. wa deferred until the following day, and all in ' the 

~amp lept, most of thorn for the last time on eartl;. Ove~

powered with anxiety and suspeJlse, Hossein and hi s'. family' 
were soon wrapped in heav,)' al.lImber. But whilA they lept 
they were not forgotten. Alee and Fatimeh, th13 parents of 

those who were devoted to die for the rights of the Prophet's 
-hOUSEl, 'could not Test tranquil' in their graves. If th~y were, 
powerless to avert the doom of their children, for "what is 
written ,is writt n," they could at least bewail 'their fate together. 

SubHn'le wa the idea, one probably never before conceived ip. 
the drama, ....,- two figures slotrouded in the cerements of the ' tomb 

conversing in s plllchral accents on the stage. A very difficult 
scene it was, indeed, to repre'sent without thil aid of. scenery; but 

notwithstanding, the effect was s~lemn and impressive. As Alee 
ann-Fatim~h pa sed ont of sight, hen:n: and ,ane of his generals _ 

appeared from the ' hostile army to :. reconnQitre. the oamp and 
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mak plan for bringing' the final, a sault on the morrow to. a 

. ful i ue. 

The on luding ene of thi. a~t, - if ea h perfOrmance 

an be characterized by a word ~nuica:ting more equ~nee: . 
thaJ~ a tually exi t in the drama of the "razi 'h, - 'repr sent d 
the beginninO' of the battle. rrhe re i ting force typified 

in the' pel'!:ion . of Abba" , who ~fter a blast of 
kettle-drums and hom:,; bad farewell to 

the hwe, b iug fir t inve t d with a 
over 111 'houlder by HosselD. Immedi.: 1 mountin o' hi . 

harger AhLn s encollntered a numerous troop of Arab, who, 
fi reely dro'"e hil:)} .around the lage until he di' 'appeaI'€d for a 
mom nt in the. lobbie , follovved by the ene1l1),. When Abba. s • 
r appeared he presented tl~ a 'pect of having been in a e~Tere 
conflict· one of hi arm ' eemed to be he,,'n off, and his rai

ment wit ' reeking with blood. Again the enemy pb.r ued hin), 

and .wh 1) lI e on(',e more appeFlred OIl the scene b?th arm. w re 
gone, and witll drooping. form be bar 1y sustained him elf on . 

the addle of the weU-train e'a teed, ~ho also moved with l~n
O'uid ~tnd iufirlll Hetion. " When Abba s reached the c~mp he 

was lifted by wailin o' f1'i nd!:i from ,. the addle, a~d belple sand 
dyillg :£ 11 on the sand a maimed and bleeding form. A · the 
e;em~r wflrn~ed on the seen and hernI' 1:ai 'ed hi g-litt ~'in O' 
. eimita1' to hew off th e head of the prostrate warrior ~n .xtra
ordi'nary wail of angni h ' bur .. t with ~ne ac ord from t.)i vast 

andi nee. ' At that '~l s t ~l,][t the hah arose to d part, and at Jn ~ .t~ . 
tile ,~eDe cIa ct. Th wOUlided Illa}.~ prano. .to hi feet, the. , 
uplift <i word was Shef],thed, and WitJ1 a gr at tuml1.lt the audj~ 

nee snrcred toward ' the ave11U s of exit. ' Many qf the 'worn ll , 

ho,,.'eyer, wO\11d not.l ave until fore d ·to move by the il her, . , 

80 :inxions were they to retain their I lac 8 for the perforqlance 
'of tbe eveni11O'. 'ro tll .w m 11 of Teh ran the T azi .... h is "the 

11e O'reat even f the year. They go early in tIle ' morning . f 
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ea911 day, and patie'ntly ~ait for many a lo~g hour for the en
tertainment to begin. I wa told that before leaving the build
ing the ilhah sent a costly garment to Mirza Gholam Ho eIn, 

- J 

. . the actor who had personated Abbas, in tok n of the royal 
appreciati0l1 of the admirable histrionic ability he had displayed 

. on this occaElion. 
In the evening of the same day, immediately after an early 

dinner, my couJ.:teou friend again invited m to accompany 
h.im. Throughout .the ten days during which the Tazi@h i '. 
r pre ented at the royal Takieh there are two acts ttl.r p r
formances ea h day, one in the afternoon and one in the ven
ing, .on ,the evening in question, we arrived. half ail hour 

. b,efo1'e the beginning of the play, and , were, immediately 
, . ' 

erved with refreshments. The audl ,nce was even larger than 
, in the afterlloon, but the general effect was of course som what 
different, for the irrim nse interior w1s now brilliant with "the 
'splendor of n:any thousand. candles gleaming through colored 
gl<?L s. , Unfortunately the electric ligh~s in the chandelier' su -
'pended over the ·tag~,. "hi(\h might hav diffu ed almost day
liO'ht glow over the mo t important pnl't of the scene, W re . . . 
o ~im as to be of no us ; jmd tl1e performance was tllerefore 

but imperfectly vi ible t.o tho e in the loO'gias, owing tl' the 
candles immediat 1y below each loggia, which somewhat blinCled 

• • I ~ 

the eyes. ' 
Tb~ epi ode of the dTama given on thi particular occa ion ' 

W 1'e however int' re ting and wel~ rend red, although having but 
a r ]~t (1 valu in. tlJ. 0'1' at drama; of the fall of U1e family of Al , 
The reader .will rememb l' ~~ the hi toric sketch pre ented in the ' 
c}Tl'li r para rrraphs of thi char ter the epioode of Muchtar th 
A "enO' r. Th p rfOl'man ~ of thi v nillg" 'iva . intended t~ 
PI' 'nt,the d vot d ~ l' i n: of the ,imphLCH, Ie Ml.lchtar and 111. 
final triumph ov l' be'id- llah, th iJ:nncdiate instigator of the 
slaughter of TIo ein on th 1 lk of the Ei1pl:rat 
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rrh . fir t cene repr be'id- Hah ated lD 16r~ly 
I 

fa hion on hi divan, giving 'pI' iO:1 in tl'ill of in. 01 nt exul-

tation t hi ati fa tion that a,.t last th difficult ta k a . g'ned to 
him by his rna tel' Yezced was ace mpli h d. rr he tiding had . 

been brought him by a swift messenger that Ho eln had 1:' r- . 
ishcd, and fh hou e of foaviyeh wa ~ow firmly tabli hed 

n the throne whose foundations were c men ted ' by th blood 

?f the .d s ~ndant, of the Prophet. "'oon ' the , monotonou beat 
of camel b 118 was heard, and a train of the hip f the desert 

appearru; they bore Zeilleb amI the children who had. ' been 
~par d) from the Rlaughter, They ' were preceded by -lave 
earryil g the heads of Ho ein, Abba s, and the other ~lero 

who had acrificed their live with them. Obe'id-Ullah mo~e' 

the hea ll of Ho 'ein, and freceived the captives with hauO'hty 
di dain, But Zeineb repE d with the fi erce and reckles e)o

quence of despair, defyinf· him to omplote his deed · f aCl·i-
.1erre and bloQd by mnrdering the remaining tie cendant f 
Alee ,who ~ere DOW in his pow r, With singular magnanim
ity the £ rociouR satrap forbore to tak~ the frantic heroine at 
11 r woru, but ordered In guards to execute M-o Iemeil, a man 

, f 

of ufa who 'e yo. had. b en put, ont by the order of Obe'id-
LIlah :£oj' adhering to the cau~e of Al e, and who n9w, 1 d 
by his littl child, app ared before Obeld-Ul1ah once mol' to 
CIl !', e him for hi cruelties a.nd crimes. Lovice, the hild, '· 
'hielded the father f!'Om th/3" e, ecution is who sought t hflw him 
down, At la :t a fa1K-'ll thrn t iDte~den' £ r the fathe~' felled th 

f;aithful :10Y to th earth, where he lay dead. 'Mo 1 meh rrU -
"inO' his crind, and now ~ithout ~ O'l\ide, Rouo·ht him Inth( rand: 
thither, calling for ~him in movinO' a'c nt, unt~ in his w .. l1 
fJ'ropinO' he 8~uml?le~1 on the li£ les form. He to oped down, 
and with iriten. e anxiety felt the corp e from hea,d t foot '; 
and when the t rrible truth fairly bur t on him, he O'ave an ago
'nizinO' cry and fell acl' . s the bosom of his child. This episode, 
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w~ch was affecting in the 'extreme, was acted with consummate 

~~ ,I , ' 

But 110w cam'e the hour for retribution. Muchtfu· the aveng J)' 

. ;ppear d on the scen'e, entering the stage with maje tic stride.s . 

ahd stentor)a~ tones: His armed retainers dragged Obeld-Una!) 

frb~ the seat of power, and 'with contumely and abu e hurri d 
, him to execution, togethel: with !tis chief ad'herents, Tilis part of 
'the play wa's rathtjrtoo realistic for the modern stage, two D;1 II 

beirrg actually !tanged by ~'opes suspended from the <lome above, 
and another w{(nt tlu'ough 'the similitude of being' b~;eaded, 
while a cauldron was prepared for the boiling of yet another. 
But at thi~ critical moment it, was found that the Shah had left 

'for the Palace, and the perfornJance came to an abrupt ten ina-

. tion just in time to save a poor man {rom a terrible fate. I could 

not help noti cing, how.ever, that the men who had been executed 

pr~ved , to be very fively corpses ind~ed on the closing , of t11 8 
entertainment, retiring from the stage witl) ·yer)' , limber tep, 

considering thei'r narrow escape. 

Although of fI. l ~s~ c?i1nected a~1d more sensational character 
than the previous pel'formance, the acting of this ' eve~in'g' C011- • 

• taiued some features which . were scarcely iuferior in qualit.y 
tf.) the best acting' of El .\bbass in the previous represel.1tntiou ; 
it was' 'also iuter stiug as showing the scope of the O'reat nati.onal 

dram.a· ~f PersiR. , 
, Not until the second oay after th.is. or the seventh of the Ta~ · 

zieh, did, I have an 'opportunity of seeing it again, when my kind 
friend nc more' placed his carriage and loggia at my dispo 'aI, 
and accoIDp,anied me wit1\ all the 'graceful courtesy of a true 

Per. ian g ~ntleman. A the T azi@h drew. n e~U' h~ clo e the 

popular an "iety to .see it increa ed with ea~h ,pel'formanee, ' and· 
long b~fore ' the 'hout arrive.d for it to teo'in on ·,this da the 

doors wel' dosed, the building bing' pack .d to its utmost ca
paci.ty, On arriving there, we found a crowd urgmO' back and 
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• forth; anxiou 1y waiting for a hance to gain admittance within 
th imm II e iron-bound portal, . But nly to a man of ' the rank 

of my companipn would th . e door now be bpencd, "and then 
nIy,after beatiug the O'utes for everaI '!Dinutes and houtinO' to 
he porter within to winO' a door op n ufficiently £ r,us to pa s. 

Tlli wa no a y operation, for tt~e tumultuou ma, (i3 at our. 
back ,,-ere ob trepei'ou" to u h a degree tltat the porters were 
ob}iO'ed to .lam to the gate instantly, and there wa ' ,thu immi-
11 nt danger of being squeezed to death;-an accident which has 

l'epeatadly happ ned on the last days of the Tazieh, 'Ve were 
on the ppint en ntering' at Ia t, when the 001' was 'unexpecte,dly 
ja~1Jned together '0 quickly that " ' 0 had barely time to ave OUl'-

Ive by , teppi~g backward, It ·had become a question wh thel" 
we should be , able to O'ailf- admittanc,e at all on thi occa ion, 
when the great gate once mol' showed ign of relent' and 

we qtlickly placed our ' eh~e again where we could spri int 
-' , 

the bnildillg; to our astonishment the O'ate,,' fl ew wide open, 

and directly. behind them loomed ~n enormous elephant, wlto 
with maj~stlc undnlatiug strides now ad val~ced, fi rcing the 
crowd to fall back. OvercominO' the natural awe in. pir d by 
the unwieldy mon tel', we (quickly avail d 'our elv of th 

, c 

opportuu'ity thus afforded us, and brushill O' , past thG mighty 

bulk found our e~ve at. last within the building a the gate 
clo ed aO'ain with a sound of thulld 1', 

The performance 9peped as u UlLI, with th pl'oCC~ 'JOn' 
d , ribed in the pl'e~ou ' .page, The reg-nI,ar ;ecurrence of 
tIl funeral music and band of monrner wiHl oach act of th 
drama, while perhap slightly mouot nQ.us, was however ino'e-

G , 

Jliou ly con,trived 0 keep before the mind of the spectators 
that tbi drama i not a mere spectacle to ' nt rtain; but a . ' 
great commemorative repre entation, intend d to keep alive 
the e-vents on which the . reHgion is founded wIll h has 
gwe,n y{t'lity to th<;l national life of Per ia for a thousand 
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years. The pelformance in the afternoon 'of the seventh 
d~y &ppeared' to me to have bee.n de 'ign~d with Gonsumm~te 
art, adJPirably adapted as .it was to the character of the 
audienc~. While some of the details might · seem to the 
European "f .the nineteenth century grote quely ab urd, y t 
the genel'al motif was admirably conceived with' a view to 

, . 
divert the attention of the audience and u tain the i11-

ter~ t by appealing to a ,:ariety of emoti ns, an,d thus also 
gradually to lead up the spe'cta.tors to the indulgence of the 

. profound and. overpowering emotion which ·would be. voked 

by tl~e .cenes repre 'ente~ on the. two closing day of the 
drama, . 

It i well known that ;King \tle'iman, or olomon, still holds a 
wj,de repute throughout the East fo·: \111'8 vast wisdom, his skill in . .' 

dealin cT with the mysteries of l"Tature, and the imperial dominion 
he exerted over the g nii and demdns of the un een world. 
The belief in t~e magi power of olomon,' of which we have 
sO ~n,ny proof: in the' rabian Nights' Entertainments" and 
the legends of EurOlJ in he Dark Ages, still obtains in Per' ia. 
Solomon it was, in all hi g-l9ry, who was , represented on the 
tage of the Tazietl on thi occasion. ' \That 181ation olomon 

• 
11 II t wards the Hou e of A ee may. <11 penr to the general read r 

, omewhat nebulou and ,rem teo Bu~ the poetic ' ~ancy of the 
P r ian dramatist seems to ha ·e. had no difficulty in bringing, 
:Solotnon into the, play df the Taziel!, and that too in a manner 
whi h ,eem natural eno~o'h to the oriental mind. The great 
Kino' wa '0 ver e~ in previ ion or 'econd sight, that it is 

daim d he. was master Ilot .only of the · pa ' t but aloof the 
future. rrIms it was no c tram'dinary ex l:<ti e of P9wer for his 
eye to pi('3rce '~welv centuries into the fu.ture, and de cry' the 
events tha were to' tran pir on the anus 'f Arabia 'aO'es after 
band li.i .O'lory had de cend d to th ~ tom b. B fore us 
appear d, t1 ei' fore, n thi ,day the great and .renowned Ki~g 

26 

,. 
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Sule'iru:tu~ radiating power from his throne. As evidences of ~is 
influence over the genii and ,all created tiling, he now sum
moned before him demons and . djinns, lions ap.d tiger, ci·o 0-

o diles and all cI·eeping things. rrollf all ides they invaded the 
arena and made their obeisance to the 'great King. Jt must be 
aumitted that many of these atlimals were not strictly shaped 
after correct models, and indicated only moderate acquaintance 

\ with natural hi tory or the mechanics af imitat.ion. But they 
eerned to intere t the people, and therefoi'e ' served th~' pUl:pose. 

Of the (lemons and djinns I speak with less certainty, ' aving 
had no opportunities of tudying the natural history ?f the 

genu. . , ', 
After giving this exhibition f his power, Solomon now' 

prepared' to receive the ~llt,,,,n of Sheba with a pomp uitable 
to the rank of the ". h~gh con~"acting parties;" for accord
ing to oriental legends .tHe Queen uf Rheba really visited th 
King with an eye to matrimouJ. This scene, 'while calling 
for little exhibition of dramatic talent, was very interesting as 
'a spectacular show. To a, European it 'was 6f special value, 
for it gave a tolerably xact although partial representation . , (; 

of the marriage ceremonies 'Of an Eastern Oourt. First came 
{ . 

a train of camels gay with elaborate . hou ings; st.rings of 
m lodious bells jangled on the necks . of these Rtately anima.Is, 
and ' tufts of crimson and blue waved on· their lofty heads a 
they marched majestically taround tn ·arena with v~lv t ti'ead. 
The ful'Ititure of th.e p~'iI)c ss, e,ncloseu in iron-bound chests, was 
carried b~T ' the , camels and a tr:::J,in of richly ~addled sumpter . 

, ml'lles. A troop of .ItOI' emen magn\ficently mount~d followed 
next, representing ,the military escort which attended the 
Queen. She appeared in truly royal state, seated with' her 
maidens in a: ~}iqudah of cri~ on and gold 'borne on the back 
of an 1 phant. Thi entire pi'ocession, includinO' scores of 
'animals anyone of which if unruly might have wrought great 
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mischief, passed around the arena so dIose -to the d nsely packed 
m'as es of women that .the sides of t~e great beasts <?metim 
actuall~ touched .the women'~ garment ; but no o~w vas harmed 
or even showe<;1. alarm. I could not help marvelling at the intel
ligence of .tll se animals, which seemed to enter fully into th 
spirit of the occa ion,' and while sometimes showing a cel'tain 
sp . rtiveness exhibited no inclination to employ the power they 
had to fill the crowd with apprehension. { 

The Q~een' of Sheba having arrived in the pre ence of King / 
Solomon with all the pomp ssential to show thp ~:::ancl Ul ' 

o{ both the King and the" Queen, olomon again made an ' . . 
€?rhibition of hi necromantic skill by summoni,ng before the 

. audience a scene which represented the marriage of Khas ltD 

the ~o~ of !"Iassan. This ev~nt had. occurred the day previous 
to the ~nal attack on the camp. Ho seln foresaw that he and. 
the larger part of- the adults in hi~ band were about to be 
d stroyed. There was danger that the house of Alee' might 
become extinct' unless measures were . taken to prevent such 

. a result. Presuming that the younger members of his company 
might b'e spared when the genera] slaughter occurred, Hos eln 

• was naturally anxious to in~ure the pre ervatio~ of the family 
while he was yet ~Llive. It was therefore agreed that the two 
braI?ches of the family should be united in marriage, witholH 
delay; an~ . it was arranged that Khasslm, the youthful op. of 
,the murdered 'Hassan, and Roodabell, the daughter of Hosse'in, 
should be married that very day. The event was one of 
1'eir:t:tl'~able ~nd ·t,ouching char::tcter owing t~ the e ·traordin.ary' 
circumstanc~s which atten~ed it, and also of gi'eat importan e 
in ,the hist 1'y of I slamism, and especially. of the sect 'of the 
Sheahs. Bv this marriage the house of ,Alee was ' -pre erved 

u • 

froin extinction. It gave to the SheaL ni'l1e Holy Imams, 
, . ' 

the 'great. dynasty of the Sefavean, wh' ch . carried Persia to 
an exalted pi nacle of pO,wer and splendor, and al 0 a great 
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multitude of S y ds, or' des~ ndants of the Prophet, 
D'reen turban are now een throuo'hout the ·Orient. 
tl · . 

. The preliminary colloquJ(of Z iueb the sister of Ho§ 6In, of 
Leila th r of ,Khas~lm, and f the yourig brideo;r om .him

most affecting and impassioned charadeI'. rrhe 
ki;o~~edge of what th.e ,morro'w wa to bring to th m gave -pecu

liar solemnity to whl:\-t unde~' other ?ircumstaI,lces w~ ld have 
been an 0 casion of fe'stivity and joy. . rrhe two women gave 
vent to vehement exclama:tions of sorrow, while ' the youthful 
~"'Iridegr0~ _ . in the most pathetic accents bewailed the approach
ing doom of hi HOl) e and the terrible scenes that 'surrounded . 
his 'marriage. His eloquence wa really extraorqinary for one 
so young. In uue time the little- bride Roodabeh ap. ' at ' 
h,is tent-door, brou a'ht in a covered litter on the back met 
led by Arab' warriors of the de ert. When sh.e en red 
'cene her bridegroom c]aslied her weepinO' in ·1iia -arm , while the 
women also wept over them in heart':re # g amentation ; and 
Ho seID, arou ed from 'llis stupor of despair, a] 0 joined' in pro
foun'd but majesti anguish : they all perceived but too well 
what was to be on the morrow. .A great wave of mourning 

, r 

now swept over the 'audience, and for several moments an aWfl.ll 
It • 

sound of lamentation was heard from the sorrow and the rage 
of thousands. Selecting this crisis of emotion as a suitable 

time. for ~losing the performan?e of the. day, the Shah aros~ to 
depart, al1d immediat,ely the audience 'dispersed, 

J did not see the final scenes of the Tazieh on the thl'ee sub-

sequent days. Altho~gh sometimes permitted' to witne,ss the 
Tazieh as I , did', Christians are not invited to atte1)d the ]a. t 

three days of the drama at the royal Taki"'h. ' The event ,then 

pre en.ted are t . of too. solemn a n~ture for the profane eye ?f 
unbelievers. On the final day especially it is not considered 
advisable' fo~ Christians to be seel? in tl1e 'buildin~" by the , 
people; for un that day the ~urder, or gattZe, of Hossei'n IS 

.. 


