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7’?«1‘ . THE PASSION-PLAY OF PERSIA.

f mmsummabed w1th a vividness which arouses the audience to
the last pitch of aglfatlon, and it is impossible to foretell what
affronts enight then occur if some excited devotee should in that
hour take umbrage at the invidious sight of a Sprelgner and
an cinfidel.* There is an evident tendency now to moderate
the excesses of the Taziéh ;_ ‘but I have been told that not so
very long ago, carried away b) the appalling excitement of the
last scene of the drama, some of the actors have actually sac-
rificed their lives. An incident prqvinhs to the closing act,

- which indeed is of annual recurrence, was the demande for the
release of a prominent criminal, — the demand made to the Shah
himself by, men who are townsmen of the prisoner. The crowd

: of armed fanatics is so clamordus and peremptory that the Shah
ﬁnds it expedient to yield, and sends an order for the release
of the prisoner. One is reminded by this incident of the clamor
raised for the reledse of Barabbas at the crucifixion. During

the last few days of the Moharrém it is also common for the
rabble to go to the prisons and insist -on the release of crimi-
nals whom they demand by mame. In order to prevent the.

'stormin'g of the prison and save his own life the jailer is forced
to yield. In 1884 sixty-five, men were thus set at liberty. Se
much is this an annual custom that"the authorities dare not
as yet interfere to prevent it, although the progressive spirit
dominant during the present reign will undoubtedly check it -
before many years. F'ortunatel} for the credit of the gov-
ernment and the well-being of society, means are taken to

g _t;ack and recapture these men immediately after the e{;cite—

: nient has snbsided. ’ : '

B A_fter one has impartially set at one side a consideration’ of
ﬂm excesses ‘which have sprung out ofsthe Moharrém celebra-

tlon, there remains much to admire in the Taz1eh. As one
""'lﬁastwtlon of the sentiments of a great religious sect it merits
73-abﬁentlon, wlnle on the other hand it is most mterest-
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g " CHAPTER “XIV,

4 REéOURCES, PRODUCTS, AND TRADE OF PERSIA.
PERSIA has so long occupied an isolated -position, and the
direct commerciz’tl relations of the United States with’ that
~country are as yet so meagre, that the average American has’
-very little notion of her products and resources, and the pos-
sibilities of ‘wealth which may be realized by the establish-
ment of a direct commerce between the two countries. The".
abundant coal-mings, whose discovery, has opened such a brill-
iant opportunity of adding to the improvement and power of this
-ancient monarchy, have already been alluded to in one of the
early chapters of this work. Had she no other resources, Per-
sia, by availing herself of the cheapness of labor to develop these
mines, might obtain a commerci@# foothold which would make
her laugh at the shafts of fate. The false position in which she
‘is.placed offers the chief obstacle to the large exportation of
~ Persia’s mineral wealth at present. It is her misfortune that in
her efforts to develop enterprise in- this direction, she must en-
_ counter the opposition of both England and Russia. Of Eng-
_ land, because, although: the ally and friend of Persia, she cannot
well brook a trade that in the East Indies might seriously com- -
qte WI’HI t’he coal-mines of Lancaslnre, of Russia, because she




"mvestlgatxon tha.n “the Persxans seem ca.pable now of mshngm

may lead to fresh discoveries of ores containing those metals. =
‘Lead’ is abundant there, and eaally mined. Europep,n min-

eralogists have ‘also recently discovered traces of many other
metals among the rocks of Persia.

One of the most important sources of Persian revenue are the

turquoise mines, although there seems some evidence of falling
off in the supply. The turquoises of Persia are of two sorts:
the pale green stones with a tinge of blue are found in the

southern province of Kermin, and are little esteemed; the

largei specimens dre used as amulets, bearing i
- the Koran, engraved on the surfice and gilde

i:hey make handsome ornaments. The better, ity of tur-

quoises are found near Nishapoor in Khorassin { the mines are
very deep, and the shafts ],m\ ¢ been described to me*as exceed~
ingly dangerous, thereby causing many accidents. . The stones. -

found in these mmeq are the finest in the world they have a .' :

rich gloss, and are of a dark sky-blue, faintly' vergmg on green.

The darker they are the more they are esteemed by the Per-

sians, although the lighter ‘shades are more fashionable in
Europe. In addition to the color, an important point-in select-
ing a good turquoise is that it should be without a flaw or speck ;

a specimen that is entirely of uniform tint and flawless is rare,
. and it is not uncommon for such a stone no larger than. s ‘bean
to bring seven hundred to a thousand dollars -at Teheran 'The

-
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turquoise mines are farmed by the Mohperse- D,ouleh or Minis-

ter of Tele«rmphs and Mines, who pays elght) thousand dollars :




sons, accordmg to the practice followed in the pearl ﬁshenes of -

Indla. Dopbtless rich beds of pearl oysters exist at lower depths

in Persian waters, but beyond the reach of divers. It is stated

‘that a diving apparatuy has been brought from Europe for this
purpose, but the inefficient way in which the Persians make use
of such foreign and modern inventions makes the result very
~ uncertain. : : .

. «one to conclude that her agricultural products must be of ery e
_little moment, and that she must thérefore be obliged to import

the richness of the arable soil that whenever it is scratched and -

~ watered, it produces far inore than is required to supply the
- wants of the population. So numerous is the list of vegetable

products which grow or can be made to- grow in Persia, that it -

would be tedious to mention them all here, and it will suffice to
glve a few facts regarding the prificipal productions.  Wheat is
- grown in all the agricultural *districts in’ such abundance that a
_‘very large quantity is annually exported, and a great deal more
would be exported if there were means for taking it out of the

The vast extent of the desert wastes of Pema would lead,‘.

1 anar_y of Persia is in the northwesfem part, al-
rse enough is raised in other quarters to su_pply‘

many of the necessaries of life. But, on the contrary, such is e

'untry The method of ploughmrr is of the most prmutwe ;




- and lakes is so small and the supply of water so lnmgmﬁcant,
that there is probably no other country under cultivation where ‘
so much labor is required for procuring water, or Where the x

expense of this precious element is relatively so ,lngh as in
Persia. The supply of wateris paid for by the hour, and a
place is valuable in proportion to the number of ‘110,1_1}'3 con-
veyed with the freehold during which water is supplied per
week. The details of this system are exceedingly complicated,

—a system which has been organized at least since, the time

of Anurshirwén ; but the details are so comp nd tedious
that they are better suited to a work of stai S than for a
volume like' this. ‘ :

. Cotton is grown to somé extent in Southern Persia, but not
of the finest quality, and a surplus remains over the home con-
sumption for export. Tobacco forms another importarit product; X
of Persia; a quality resembling the medium grades of Turkish -
tobacco is grown in the northern provinces. ’

There is another kind of tobacco that, so far as 1 know,
grows only in Persia; it is cultivated chiefly in the central
provinces ; the best quality is )1e1dcd by the rich soil of Slnraz,

- which seems to have properties specmll; qualified to brmg this
species to perfection. This tobacco is called tumbak. Being -
greatly.esteemed in Turkey as well as in Persia, a considerable
quantity is exported, to the estimated ‘value of $1,000,000 an-
nually." Tumbék has in its flavor a suggestion of sandal-wood.
Another peculiarity of tumbik is that it camnot be smoked' :
unless moistened, without producing vertigo to an alarmfmg'#}
degx'ee, this is the reason why this tobacco can e smoked
only in the water-pipe, —called in Turkey narghilé, and m =

~ Persia kalt&n. The tumbak is soaked in water, squeezed lﬂm
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2 vme, or it would soon be extinguished Dby the dampnessl of the
~ tumbik), and the smoke is drawn through the water that is in
- the lowar bowl of the kalifin, and inhaled through a long flexible

serpentine stem or a short stem of wood ; the Turks prefer the
former, thes Persians the latter. Of all the forms for enjoying
this most delightful solace for the cares and hardships of man,
this of smoking through the kalifn is the most poetic and delight-
ful, both for the elegance of the method and the flavor of the
weed ; but it could hardly become popular in America, because
it takes much time to light the pipe, and the care and cleaning of
it is laborious and must be delegated to the charge of a servant.
In Persia every gentleman’s house has a pishketmét, whose sole
"business it is'to prepare the l'eﬁ-'eshn{ents and take charge of the
kalians. The poorer classes generaily have their daily smoke
by resorting to a tea-house in the bazaars, or under the plane-
trees in the centre Jf the village; for ane or two cents they can
enjoy .a fifteen minutes rest for their souls. ]
- Next to wheat, rice forms the greatest staple of diet in Persia,
and happily she grows all that she needs. It is chiefly raised in
the fat, alluvial lands on the sourhern shores of the Caspian, and
the réeking rice-fields add to the malaria for which those districts
have such a. bad reputation. It goes without saying, that the
- Persians are among the people who have made the cooking of
_rice a fine art. The potato is greatly esteemed with us; the
Shepherd of Salisbury Plain, with npthing but a dish of pota-
: toes before him and his children for their Sunday dinner, was
X80 7 “well satisfied that he felt profoundly thankful with the
o (sin?ple addmon of salt tlvzreto In the natural prlde we feel

H—'-\

&e&’ﬁja.blq to forget that the mission of 1he rice- plant has not -




i lwe on rice ; the fouuders of the ﬁve great rehgmns of fhﬂf .
world were nourished by it.: .It 'magixt be WOrth while: foi“
scientists to look a little more closely into the brau\-makmg
qualities of this worthy vegetable
One of the most important ‘exports of Persia is opium.” It
was at one time a more valuable source of revenue t;haml it is at

present, but shows signs of reviving. The amount consumed in =«
Persia itself is comparatively trifling, by far the larger proportlon
of the product being exported. Some years ago ‘the annual *
- yield of opium in Persia was very large. The unusual propor-
tion of morphia which Persian opium contains made it justly pr
Aerable to that produced elsewhere, and large quantities found °

S

their way to foreign markets, especially to China.. Two causes
. have latterly tended to check the culture and export of Persian

opium. One of these causes alone might not have letl to su‘gh '_
a result, but the two coming about the same time have smne—« 7%

what discouraged its production. These causes were, —the \
increasing adulteration‘ of the article, which impaired it§ mar-

; ket value; and the fact that the attention given to its cul—Ao
ture materially reduced the more Jimportant culture of wheat,

which led the Government to regard the oplum product° W1th

disfavor. ey
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Persian opium is chiefly grown in the provinces of Ke.r
manshih and Ispahén. The latter city is the centre ‘of ‘I:he-
opium trade of Persia. The opium of the district of lspahﬁn ]
the best: the highest grade has been found to contain 15 to 1

i cent of morphla It is falr to state, however, tha.t of Iate t

passmg every other g'rade of Oplum. ~ As the hlghest q
Smyrna. oplum does not contain a mean of over 13 5![ D)
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o ._agents gould purchase the entire product of Persia, or of any
“of the opium-producing districts, and give direct attentign to the

I

queshoq far superior to that of Egypt and India.

. The chief objection to the opium of Persia lies. at present in
the adillteratlon to which it is subjected, the principal ingredi-

ent in this deterioration being grape-must, and sometimes small

stones concealed in the parcels. This difficulty might be reme-

died by any enterprising house, which through honest, capable

~ preparation and packing of the drug. A pure article might also
‘be obtained by a firm ready to form a contract for a certain
* quantity of a given grade of the drug for a term of years, the

continuance of the contract depen(‘tin«r on the non-varying. pro-
portion of morphla, in the exported article.
The average price of the opium of Persia, in its crude state,

* is now $4.77 per kilogram. To seventy-two kilograms of opium
' are added six kilograms of linseed oil. The nrixture is then

subjected to a manipulation which reduces the seventy-eight

‘ to sixty-six kilograms. These sixty-si' kilograms are divided

mto one hundred balls, formmg 2 Persian package; a specified

number of the balls of opium makes ‘a case. The cost of.

packmg, freight, and other incidental expenses bring-the aver-

7 age price of a case of Persian opium —such as it is when pre-

3)ared for ‘export—up to $366.66. The excise duties vary at

ﬂmlatter certamly nvals that of Smyrna, and is beyond !




encouragement were oﬁ'ered especwﬂly by the estabhshmmlt '
« agencies at Ispahéin or Teheran, or by makmg permanent eqn-f
- tracts, that the product might easily. be mcreased and the kpum:y
of the exported article improved. Indeed, the opium merchants

of Ispahin have already made overtures for the American ".tra‘_de,
and are prepared to make contracts for a term of years. :

3 It is proper to state that inquiries made of practising phy-
. sicians at Teherfin, including an American ph'ysician, elicit the
highest opinions in favor of the opium of Persia as regards
the character and quantity of morphia it produces when
unadulterated. : T

The silk-trade of Persia has long been one of t )
tant and celebrated enfellméeq of that country. A rerefore
think it quite worth while, especially in view of the mcreasmg
‘importancé of American silk manufactures, te give considerable
space to the consideration of this subject here. ‘

We find the first mention of European merchants' trading in

. Gilan silk in Marco Polo’s work, about 1290 A.p. Marco Polo
“in speaking’ of the Caspian hen, says: ‘ (Genoese merchants com-
menced its navigation some short time ago, from whence comes
the silk which is called Ghel’ TR L is, silk from the Province
of Gilan, in Northern Persia. 5

The Florentine Balducei Pegoletti, in his “Tratto della Mer-
catura,” published in 1335; also speaks of “Seta ghella,”—Giildn_ .
silk. - The Englishman R. Chancellor travelled to Moscow in |
1553 ; and his companion, A. Jenkinson, who penetrated as far
as Bokham in 1556, made a report, on the sﬂk-trade of the Shu‘

, ‘and Casbeen, in Perma And Edwards, another Eng'hs!mma&f. |
: who followed Jenkinson in 1567 reported thaf the |

.
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'Catwasus he therefore estabhshed a factory near Rescht, w}nle' “‘_‘t_

" "Chapman, his companion, travelled and explcned Gilan in 1658,

The first English vessel, and probably the last, on the Casplan
Sea was ; floated in 1573, and was sent with silk to Astrakhn.
., The expedition was unsuccessful, as pir atical Cossacks from

the Volga plundered. the vessel of all it contained. Wolland,
- a little later, had factories at Hormuz; and. Holstein, together
_ with the free city of Hamburg, thinking to be able to divert
some of the Dutch commerce to their own advantage, sent
_embassies to Russia and Persia for the sake of concluding

commercial treaties and opening the transit of merchandise.

through Russia, offering large sums to accomplish the latter
+purpose. The results of the. embassy to Persia in 1638 are
related by Adam Olearius in his “'Persische Reise.” He states

~ that the total product of raw silk in Persia was not far from

'twenty thousand hales, —a bale being equal to two hundred
and sixtéen pounds. Gilin producfed eight thousand bales,
Khorassin three thousand, Mazanderan two thousand, Shirwén
two thousand, Karadigh two thousand, and Georgia the re-
mainder. This would give about 2,808,000 pounds for the
present area of Persia alone, — Skirwin, Karadigh, and Georgia
no longer belonging to' that®country. He further says that one
thousand bales, or 216,000 pounds (very nearly what it is at

present), were used for home manufacture, and that the re-:

mainder was exported to Indla, Turkey Italy, England, and
Holland in Dutch ships.

The pm,e of ;raw sitk in the time of Olearius was forty -eight
~‘<-to ﬁfty«stwvo cents per pound — that is, about one fourth of

‘ain',‘who yrote in 1669, thlrty years later than Olearius, says

ntral ,pmﬁnces three thousand, Mazanderan two thousand

: -’theﬁpresent price, — giving a total value of $1,404,000. Cha,r- ’

deemg ten thousand bales, Khorassa.n three thousa.nd .

S



Kermﬁn two thousand and Georgm ﬁwo thou&md --—of at
. value of ten to twelve million franes. The price of the silk
was exactly the same as it had, been when Ole&nus wrote,
Chardin adds that the produce was increasing, and lthat the

Dutch exported six hundred thousand francs’ v;orth ﬁjom_,;

Hormuz to Europe. In these calculations the nominal values
of course do not. represent the actual values, owmg to. the
steady depreciation of gold. : :

At the end of the seventeenth century most of the sﬂk-trad.e
was in the hands of the Pelse-Armemans, ——then Perblari but
now c}neﬂy Russian subjects, — as it continues -to be at_the.
present time. Peter the Great entered into an arrarigement with
these traders in 1711 to expoit all their silk through Russia m—
stead of Turkey, while the Armenians by concurrent action
obtained from the Shah of Persia the monopoly of the Persian
silk-trade. It was found, however, that they acted fmudulentxy
both towards the Russians and the Persians; and the agreexnent
with Russia, as well as the monopoly, was withdrawn in 1720.

" _The Russians after this assumed charge of the silk-trade, bejhé
induced to do.so by the report spread by an.East Indian who ?
“had settled at Astrakhin. TLis individual informed Peter the

Great in 1722 that the (nlan trade had assumed gigantic propor-
tions, and was on the increase; and that 1,200,000 pounds of

Gilan silk had been exported into Turkey the previous year. ,j"-"-“
The value of this silk was given at 8,200,000 rubles, —equal to -
$2,400 200 The Russian’s then floated their own . slups on the'
Caspian ; but the deafh of Peter, and the disturhances in Persm
during thie réign of Nadir Shah put an end for th'e tlme to Mu

covite desm'm for the monopoly of Perman silk. '




Pers1a. should pass by way of Russia. Jonas Haﬁway, Who soon
a.fter became manager of the silk-trade in Gilin, reports that .
- in 1744 SGilan produced two hundred and forty thousand pounds
of raw silk. At the beginning of Hanway’s directorship'the

~ price of raw sﬂk in Grllan was two dollars per pound; but in

the following year the price rose to five dollars a pound.
Gmelin reported in 1740 that the best silk was used for
home - manufacture, and that only the inferior qualities were
exported. Every autumn Rescht was thronged with Turkish,
Persian, and Russian merchants, buying silk. " The Jurkish -
merchants paid cash, and obtained their silk cheaper than the

other merchants, who either bought on credit or gave goods in
“exchange. The price in 1741 per thirteen pounds weight was,
7 i .

for first quality, twelve dollars and fifty cents; second quality,
ten dollars ; and third quality, eight dollars and fifty cents.
The best statistics on ‘the silk produce of Gilan in recent
times are those of Fraser, the English traveller, who stated in
1882 (hat the average silk-production of Gilin was seven hun-
dred and eighty thousand pounds per annum. He added that
one third of this quantity went to Russia, one third to Turkey,
and a third was retained in the (a()l.lntry for home manufacture.
It is evident that the annual product of Persian silk is now

" only one seventh of what it was in the middle of the seventeenth

century. The average price is three times greater than it was
then, but only about a quarter of what it was when the English

L]
held the silk monopoly of Gilan. . E
On (,ummg 40 a more particular investigation of the silk

‘,;product of ,Persm at the ,presént time, we find the followmo-
results, The sﬂk-producmg districts of Pergia are — Khorassin
Jin the East; tlie provinces lying on the southern shores of the
“Casplan Sea, nprth of the Flburz range ; the mlddle provinces




fba:g&n in the extreme nortbwest The exact qumﬁt’ydf o 3
- silk product of none of these districts can be stated Wﬁh

certainty ; but the following ﬁgures, obtained from reliable

‘sources at Teherfn, I believe to be not far from the: truth as

regards the silk which enters into trade. In Gilin and Mazan-
derin nearly every family rears silk-worms; and much of the
silk thus produced does not come into the markets at all, bemg
manufactured by the women of the family into coarse stuffs
used - for shir.ts, trousers, kerchiefs, and the like'. In the other
districty, where the silk product is less important, every:
grower also retains a certain quantity of silk for domés
Of the quantity of silk which does mnot enter into  thé s
nothing can be therefore satisfactorily ascertained ; put T should
estimate it at a quantity equal to'ten or even fifteen per cent

of the amount which enters trade. .
The raw silk of Persia is divisible into three qualities. First
is the Abrishoom, —that is, silk of a super-excellent grade;

" second is the Gurik; third is the’Las. The first quality is

divided into different numbers, according to fineness of texture,
gloss, or color. In this connection might be added the fact
that the Russian naturalist Gmelin speaks of three qualities.
Chardin in 1669 mentions four: ‘namely‘, Shirwén,-the worst
Quality, called Ardash in Europe ; Kharvaree, uneven, poor, and :
called in France Leghian,—a corruption of the word Labijﬁ.m
a town of Gilan; I\edklmdapesand amedium quality used in

™“Porsia for home manufacture ; and Sharbafee, the “best silk fo?

""6-».'.

o

" ever, now classed as only dlﬁ"erent kinds of the Abnshoqm:';;ﬂ

weaving, especially for the bllk stuffs of Yezd an,d Kashan. The,
four grades mentioned by Chardin still exist; but they are, hcmf" ”

G

(
quality, rather than entirely distinet varieties.
the silk called Grur(lk as also the Las.




trimmings, laces, rlbbons, and the hke ; of Sharbaﬁ' whlch 8
.ﬁ‘employed at Ispahin, Kashan, and Yezd for weaving curtains,
 carpets, aud bed-covers battmg—cloths, kerchiefs, ete. ; of Parche-
Dbufoe,. used in. Khorassin for weaving high-grade piece-goods ;

- and of Shjrwanee, which is an inferior quality of silk mixed
sometimes with Gilin silk for coarser piece-goods. But all
these are only different varieties of the species classed under
the general title of Abrishoom silk; and indeed nearly all the
inferior qualities of Persian raw silk are exported, while of

the: superior quality only about one third is sent abrqad. In
Gmelin’s' time only the third grade of silk was exported to
Russia, because, as he says, good silk-workers did not then
-exist in that country. .

In’ Gilan and Mazanderfin the silk is collected at the end of
May, and brought to market in the months of August and Sep-
tember; but in Khorassin and the other districts of Persia the

~ gilk-worms mature later, and the raw " material .is collected in
~ June or July.

Khorassan produces yearly about 16,_.)0 pounds of raw

- gilk. : The centres of the Khorassin silk-trade are Sabzevir and
Nishapfir, — places lying in thirty®six degrees north latitude and.
three thousand and four thousand feet above the level of the

* sea, on the northern confines of the lower salt deserts of central
Persia. The Khorassin silk is generally good, and is rolled in

- skeins of thirty to thirty-one inches in length.. It is purchased

ey present at Sabzevir, at the rate of five to fourteen toméns?

- per shahma.nn of, thirteen pounds. None of the Khorassin silk

now rea.ches Teherin. A small quantity is sent to Yezd and

'Kﬂhan some is bought by Russian traders, but most of it

s used f‘or home manufacture in plece-g()(fds More recently

A0y ~of ﬁhe mlk-growers of Persxa have takcn to® OplllIIl gTow- 3

bty




.dlstl'l(}t. It is but a fow years ago that Khorassin producedv 'j

forty thousa.nd pounds of silk per atmum,

The silk p oduct of the Caspian provinces is generally d1v1ded

into that of Gilan and of Mazanderan, the latter also 1nt‘1udmg the
product of Aatrabad The Gilan silk i lS the.best Whlch Persia
produces, On account of a disease of the silk-worms the product
for thirteen or fourteen years has been comparatively slight;
the last two years, however; have shown a. decided improve-
ment. The product of 1885 'am(mnted to about seven thousand

bundleg of shalmmnm, equal to sixty-five pounds each. A
bundle weighing sixty-five pounds at Rescht weighs when it
reaches Teherfin only 61.75 pounds. This loss of weight arises -
from the fact that in the humid climate of Gilan the silk absorbs -
dampness, while it loses its 'hmistu.re in the dry atmosphere of

Teherin. The total product of raw sitkk which entered trade

from Gilan in 1882 was 432,250 pounds. It is rolted in skeins

of twenty to twenty-one inches in lenfrth and is sold at Rebcht

and - Lahijan, Fumen, and other towns of Gllan, at the rate of :

twelve to fourteen toméns per shahménn.

The Gilan silk is occasionally mixed with Shirwén silk from
the Caucasus, and then- sent fo Teherin. A large part of the
silk of Gilan is manufactured into sewing-silk at Rescht, and
elsewhere in Persia into trimmings, laces, fringes, cords, and
similar stuffs. This is called Alangbandee silk. The vgewmg-

silk, when ready for use and dyed of -different colors) costs at
Rescht sixteen to eighteen krans per pound, ——.eq$alent to

$2.56 to $2.72. Only the best silk, valued at fourteen toméns
per thirteen pounds, is used for the purpose, — about fifty per -

cent of the original price being thus added for the labor of 5
cleansing, dyeing, té&%tmg, and packing. About twenty thou-

sand pounds of silk are annually converted into sewing-silk.
The finest quahty of Gllan s11k is produced in the nelglfbor ‘

‘é«.'tv' A




b for portions of his exceptionally fine silk the sum of three to-
: mns-——equal to $4.80 — per pound. The silk product of

~ Gilan can be greatly - increased; the grea.ter part of it goes ‘

to Russia. ,

~ The silk product of the adjoining province of Mazanderfin
amounts to about thirty-five thousand pounds per annum. This
silk is only of medium quality, rarely costing more than ten
tomiéins per measure containing thirteen pounds. It is sold in
~ bags weighing §ixty-five or seventy-eight pounds each. But little

“of the Mazanderin silk is exported to Russia, and that is gener-

ally improved by an addition of Gilan silk.  Some of it goes to
» Kashin and Ispahin by way.of Teherfin; there it is combined
with that of Kashin and Yezd, and manufactured into curtains
and gimilar textile fabrics. The centre of the Mazanderfn silk-

trade is Barfuroosh. This branch of Persian silk is susceptible

of large development. The silk prod.u(?t of the central districts
~ of Persia amounts to about thirteen thousand pounds per anaum.
- This silk is the poorest in quality, and has never been exported,

being used altogether for home manufacture. But the amount-

now raised could hardly be inc®ased, as the great scarcity of
water existing in these districts interferes with the culture of
the mulberry plantations. :

" The silk of the northwest province of Azerbaijan amounts
~ to about 32,500 pounds per annum, and is raised in the low-
lying regions of that district. I am'informed that the highest
 altitude at whiclh silk- worms thrive in Persia is 6,500 feet above

 the sea ]evel Nearly all the Azerbaijin product is exported
: %Russm, and i is of 1nfe110r quality. ;
Yt W2 L8 Bummmg up the results of the aboJe facts, we “find that
“ ‘.favm:agxe product of raw silk in Pérsia now amounts to
08,000 goxmdg, of which fifteen per cent is retained in the
for home manufactures.

MzrzaMohamm med Aleé Khan, who has been sble .to comman‘"" : d .




' tern prescribed for that pirticular carpet is before them, whlch

, mre in PErsm and more to the raising of opium. The a@ultera-

‘p ared for export having, however, somewhat checked the

~or small; because, mtever be the size of Peman ruga, they ull*hq{
; 'ﬁatwithomwiﬂdmks,whwhEnropmwpouteq'lme
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which have gradually entered into ‘the packag# of opium f

demand for Persian opium, effort is again turning in the du'ec-
tion of silk culture, which only needs encouragement to assume
proportions larger than for many yeats, - .

The ca.rpet -trade of Persia is scarcely less important ﬁ
the silk-trade. Its leading features are doubtless so widely *
known, owing to the fact that so many Persian rugs have
reached foreign markets for centuries past, that 1 shall content -
myself here with citing a few of the chlef points rela.tlng to the

“subject.

There is nothing so indefinite as descrlbmg a Persian rug
simply as Persian, because there are twenty-five or thirty kmds

of carpets that come under that head, each entlrely distinet
from the others; and unless the specific name is given, it is
-impossible to tell what sort of a rug or carpet is meant. It ma _~,;,
be stated in general that the texture of Persian carpets is more

~close than that of Turkish carpets, which have a leng nap an d

are thicker. Persian rugs are all made by hand, without a sin-
gle exception ; they are stretched on frames, as one would make .
a sampler, and all the members of a family work on them; a pat-

they foﬂow with more or less preclslon, accordlng as their faney

expressmn of individual taste in working out these pattefn'
two carpe’ts are there&ore exactly alike; and the owner of




x But parallel w1th this peculiarity of Persian rugs emsts
; .a.nother. that is almost as strange; 1 allude to the fact that
- each carpet district of Persia presents certain general features
in the designs and texture or material of its rugs, différing
from those of every other district; and thus an expert can gen-

erally tell at a glance where a Persian rug was made. An
“exception to these -observations exists in the case of e rugs
‘now manufactured by the Messrs. Ziegler & Co., who have
introduced a news method of turning out Persian carpets: by
- making advances to the workmen in Sultanabdd they keep
them steadily employed; but one ‘condition is that they shall
not give rein to their individual taste, but like machines they
shall continually reproduce the designs which are found to meet
the prevailing fashions in Europe. If” this process were to ob-
tain to any extent in ‘P.ersia, it would ruin the trade; for there
is no question that spontaueity and individuality are two of the
most important qualities of oriental art. The modern deterio-
- ration of Japanese art is due.to the application on a large scale.
of what the Zieglers are attempting in regard to Persian rugs.
European dealers may profit by it for a' while, but the result
- in the end will be like the penny-wise and pound-foolish oper-
& a&mn of killing the goose that lays the golden egg.
~ The Persian. rugs made at the present time, mdependently
‘h'ey'erglers supervlslon do not yet seem to show any dete-
,ﬁmtm;n m quahty, but there is a manifest tendency towards




~in fact all her noble textile fabrics. But the Persian
~ 'ment saw at an early
~ toall true artistic effort, and stringently forbade the. admls&on ¥ ]

Pemmor India. . -k

day the peril that lay in cplors 8 ﬁﬁl

of aniline dyes into- ‘the countr y. It seems strangb that pro-

“cesses Should be lost for producing articles by a fxeople who

actually continue to manufacture without interruption the very
objects into which these processes enter. Yet we re-poatedly,ﬁnd

~such a result occurring in the history of civilization, There . .

never has been a time, for ages,' when the Persians have not
been mgnufacturing rugs, during all which period {they have
been producing their own dyes; and yet within or ‘hfty
years the secret of makmo the superb blue color which “dis-"
tinguishes the finest examples of .old Persian tiles, 111um1nated
manusorlpts, and rugs has fallen into dlsuse, and no one now
seems able to reproduce it.

The most important classes of Persian augs “are those of
Feraghan, Kermanshah, 'Ixemun, bhnaz Khorassin, and Kur-
distan ; to which may be added those of Turkistin, mistak-
enly called Bokhara rugs by Americans. Although the Turko-
mans have been dragged into the Russian net fecent]y,‘ T
is not long since they owed & quasi allegiance to Persia, and
most of the Turkoman rugs reached foreign markets through
that country. In my opinion they are the finest small rugs
ever made ; their durability is phenomenal ; the dull, rich colors
have the ‘qualities of an old Dutch painting, and g'row richer

; : with time, filling the eye with ever-increasing delight as they
~ gradually assume a peach-bloom, and the texture, close as that

i velvet, beconies soft as fur with the touch of time. But be« ¥
 ware of the Turkoman rugs which are made to-day ; test \ﬂwm*
1 carefully before buyl\.lg, for the Turkoman, now that he ls undeaﬁ

1 There is reason to behe\e that in size and magnificence the Per!um mga :
in the Achaemenid and Sa.ssassmd penods excelled a.ny rugs of reoen‘t ﬁ'mél,

” g ¥ w
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mgs‘ are. liable to be less subtile and harmonious.

The rugs of Kurdistin are generally distinguished by an
open rather than close texture, resembling in thig' respect

erochet-work. Tt is due to this that these rugs have the quality

of being identical on both sides; their colors are vivid, but
-finely contrasted, and some of them have the sheen and soft-

ness of silk. A rug that is altogether the reverse of this is
a sort made chiefly in the south, of which the peculiarjfies are -
~ thickness, great density of texture, and the use of camel’s-hair,.
A ~which forms the ground of celor, and is left in its natural state, ¥

"—being a soft buff gray. .
There is one kind of rug made in Persia which never leaves
~that country, owing to its great weight and bulk; I refer to the
carpets of felt, called naméds, . The best ones are made at Yezd

~and Ispahén, — the former bem(r dlstmwulslled by a prevailing

‘brown tone, and the latter by a mouse-gray tint. The namad

~is made by heaping a low trench with hairs, and beating them

flat with mallets until even with the edge of the trench ; this
compressed mass is then wet and turned and returned and
“beaten wuntil it assumes a dense, compact texture. A pretty

4 ' design of colored threads:beaten in on the upper side relieves

" 'the monotony of the general tint. These namids have consid-
~ erable durability, althotigh unless carefully watched they are

e stealthy tread of a lion’s cushioned foot on the
-c& They are made sometinks of enormous size.
. one that was exghty feet long and ﬁfty feet wide

-
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~ specimens of naméids are, as I have in another place explamed, ine

 variably made to order, measured to fit the apartment for whu,h kel
they are intended. Another species of Persian rug which raaely.
reaches Europe is the ghilleem ; it is a long, narrow, thin rug,
richly colored with a general uniformity of pattern, and is made
wholly or partly of cotton ; the colors are imperishable, and the
rug can be washed like a piece of calico. These ghllleems are»
very handsame, and can be put to almost any service. :
It is diffie t to give exact data of the value of the Persian
carpet-tgade. Cartmu prices per square yard dré guoted from
time to time as ruling in the markets; but the is that such

things as exact prices do not exist in Persi man and his
- family make a carpet on speculation ; and 1 ftley are greatly in
need of m(;ney_, they sell it for whatever it will bring. In like
manner the dealer in the bazaars retails his rugs at every price,
striking an average of proht and loss at the end of the year.
The foreign buyer who fnakes a busmess of purchasing Persian
rugs may in the same way strike an average of prices from
year to year; but sometimes he picks up a rug at a price far
below the average, and at another time he may pay far above
Jthe average for sorae rug of u‘nusual 1ar1ty qnd excellence. To
talk, therefore, of the ruling puces of rugs per square yard at
Teheran is difficult, not to say absurd. . A
Before leaving this subject, it is proper to allude to the so-
called silk rugs of Persia.” They are vare, and of course very
costly, — of small size, and used for draperies rather than o
carpets ; this, in fact, may be said of all the finer qualities of
the small-sized Persian rugs. The finest silk rug I have seen «

was the ‘one spread before the famous peacock throne in the
audience-hall of thé. Shah, inwoven with pearls. % "

Another very important industry of” Persm is that of embrm«- |
dery. Although in former ages the deft . needlework of %
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Persian women exceeded in skill and artistic merit that of the
present day, yet it must be admitted that work of extraordmary
“beauty s still produced there, as has already been descnbed in
Chapter XL

Of woven staffs, Persia manufactures a large. variety, all of
course made with hand-looms. These stuffs are of cotton, of

silk, and ‘of wool; they all possess one quality in commén, which
cannot be said of all European manufactures, — durability. It
would be a tedious and somewhat difficult task to undertake "
description of these textile manufactures of Persia, espgeially if
unaccompanied with illustrations and diagrams; but we can
allude to the richness of the colors used, — which are invariably
" Persian, and being generally extracted from vegetables are per-
manent, — and to the very beautiful prints of Ispahén, which
are stamped entirely by hand.
Another prominent manufacture of "Persia, in which she at
: one time excelled, is the tanning of leather. The famous leather
-~ called ¢ Russia,” which is in such repute for book-binding, was
first made in ‘Persia; and the Russians, who obtained the secret
., from that country, have nev.er‘béen able to equal. thie extremes
fineness of some of the maroon leathers which are found on the
" hook-covers of Persian manuscripts made centuries ago. The
Persians have a tradition that they could’ reach the best results
in the making of this leather only by carrying the hides to the
- tops of the mmmtalns, and leaving 'them there to be struck by
hO'htmng This in my opinion simply means that there was
- a mystery, or secret, in the tanning of this leather which they
haso to mmbe to some supernatural power, in order to evade
‘mvastlgaﬁon and discovery. Somie years fago, a Russian mer-
“ha.nt agreed to furnish. an English house with a laxge supply
fthmm Iﬁather It afterwards transpired that he had procured'~
' in Persla,




S But in a few cases these fi'mts attain oxceptwna,l excellenoe Al
~ Persia. Of these are the pomegranate, considered {m tha.t-cqun{ it
“try to have anti-febrile properties ; the sugar-melon, a species of
- musk-melon peculiar to Persia, with a white, close-grained pulp,
~ very sweet but somewhat flavorless, yet highly. pnﬁed and culti- i
vated with the greatest care, with the dung of pigeons kept for -
 this purpose; and the apricot and nectarine, which are dried and
- expoitedl in large quantities. The peach is indigenous in Persia,
~ but I have seen none there equal to those in merica  After
the pomegranate, the fruit which most nearly reaches perfe(,tlon
in that country is the quince’; it is not only very large, but has: '
a flavor and fragrance equalled_ nowhere else. The fig, the
apple, the date, the orange, the pear, and the grape of Persia
are similar in kind and quality to those of Tf:rkey', the fig beiné' 5
_ perhaps inferior; but the grapes are abundant, and besides fur- =
nishing a staple article of diet for the people, both fresh and drxed,f :
they afford several excellent varieties of wine. : A A A
The wines of Persia are red and white; the former has a :
.body and flavor resembling burgundy, and is grown chiefly in
the north of Persia. The best white wines are those of Shirfiz
and Hamadin; each has a distinct and delicious flavor and ‘.i
‘bouquet of its own. 'These wines are made by the Armemans _

&

pracucally carries w1th it the pl‘Oblblt}Oll of commerce in
- —yet this difficulty might easily be overcome by a littl
: ‘ diplomacy, as I hav& good reason for believing. But
facture of Pex‘sum wines leaves much t0 be deswed. i




“es,, the.result would be of the greatest benefit to the world st

- the pregent time, — the vines of France being diseased, and the
- French growers forced each year to import wine from elsewhere,
: :_or,‘what.ls avorse, to flood the markets with a spurious article.

The sugar-cane grows finely in the Caspian provinces, but no
systematic and scientific attempts have been employed to make

it profitably productive.

Arboriculture in Persia has never reached the degree gof skill
~shown in European countries. Some attention has been given
“to the improvement of fruit-trees, and extensive orchards are

‘generally found in the neighborhood of the cities and in out-

' -of-the-way, well-watered nooks ‘among the mountains. The

o thh dense groves of dwarf-oak. But evergreens do not seem to

Persians have a custom of grafting the ¢lm in such a way as to
- produce a tree witlr foliage as round a.nd dense as a velvet ball;
the shade is very dark, but the form of the tree is too artificial.

=i .Th_ey also train rose-bushes into the shape of trees, —the rose, by
. the way, being very abundant in Persia, although the varieties

c¢ultivated are not numerous. Vast groves of walnut are grown
“in the north of Persia, the nuts forming an important article ofs
export. In‘the southwest large tracts of the country are covered



The trees that one sees most eommonly in Persm and learna
to associate with almost every landscape of that romantic coun-
_try are the poplar-and the plane-tree, which are cultivated for
the wood, and in Persia serve for building purposes; as d&)es the -
pine in the United States. The natural form of the.plane-tree;
or sycamore (which Persians call the chendr), is spreading ; but
in order to obtain long timbers available for house-building the
Persians often plant them in dense rows close together, and lop
off the branches \’rﬁle they are young, which gives the free
a tall, elender form. On page. 268 additional facts may be
learned regarding the chenir of Persia.

It may sound ;.tranore to talk of the fisheries of Peﬁs!a‘ as she °
is a country not only w1thout a navy, but owhing only a few
small coasters in the Persian G represent a mercantlle ma-
rine. Through the exactions \mma, Persta is not even per- -4

. mitted to fly her flag on ‘the Casplan Sea; which, considering her

weakness in all maritime matters, seems like adding insult to
injury. Notwithstanding these facts, the Persian fisheries on the .-
southern shore of the Caspian are important. They ai'e,farmed :
‘by an Armenian named Elianoff, who has accumulated an im-
mense fortune out of the salmon and sturgeon he has caught at
the moith of the Persian rivers and exported to Russia. - Salt
forms another important article of Persian commerce, extensive
mines of this mineral being found in various parts of ':_ the
country. A ' g

t

It is evident from the foretromtr observations tha.t Persla. is a‘ e

country of large na,tural resources.  Although she is far. from'
availing herself of h\xr advantages, the country cannot be Qalled-ﬁ
poor. -All things are relative; the wages may be low, bli’b
the labo"mg clasges succeed in laying by something, if the u o
classes sncoeed in accumulatmg fortunes, . if thse Gwe_ ment

YRy
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without a debt, if the Court is able to maintain ‘a respectable
dégl‘ee of spectacular splendor, and if the Shah reserves some-
thing eyery year from his revenues, it would be a mistake to
assume that such a country is either entirely impoverished or
depressed because, dollar for dollar, its wealth may not be equal

F e A PERSIAN BLACKSMITH.

.

‘to that of some of the Great Powers. While the. progress of

i

Persia may to us seem slow, yet she does[prpg'ress; and this is
very much in her faver, if one considers that for thousands

. of years she has had no appreciable infusion of fresh blood to

Btlmulate her energies,—like the emigration of Germans to



: Russxa., of the Moors to Spam, or of the Huguenots tovEng an
- Persian commerce is also adoptmg Western methods, and e
again on the increase. .This is partly owing to the fact(tbat e
like the Turks the Persians are a_commercial race. In Turltey o
trade is almost entirely in the hands of Greeks, Armenians, Jews, _:
and Franks. In Pepsia it is quite the reverse, and there are no -
keener tradesmen than the genuine Iranees; their cbmmerdi_al :
ability is well displayed by the large fortunes accumula'ted by

the: Parsee traders of Bbmbay, who are Persmns pure and
simple. | Bty A

It is difficult to obtain exact statistics rewardmd the forelgn :

trade of Persia; but I have been authorltatlvely informed that
;.Azhe imports from Europe average eighteen millions of dollars *

- ‘annually, and are mcreasmcr The question occurs, Shall the :
United States seek a share of Persian trade? The Persians are

not averse to our goods; they already import several hundred
thousand dollars’ worth ‘of our canned fruits, cottonades, toys, ¥
cwarettes, stoves, and various other artlc,les, indirectly through .
.Europe This indirect importation tends of course to mcrease |
thé price of these goods, and makes it easier to keep them out

of Persia by the introduction “of cheaper wares from Eu‘ropeah‘
merchants. It is manifestly for o,ur“ interest to stimulate a direct
trade between the two countries. And to bring this about was

my endeavor while in Persia. I found a dense ignorance ex-

W
ot

isting on the part of each people regarding the resources of ﬁw
other! Much of-my time ‘was therefore devoted to'replymg to
Rtnobous letters recelved from our merchants requostmg mfor- i/

: 1-As an example of this agum'anoe, I may eite t.ha American sa.usage
. who was anxiots to open a trade in pork sausages with the Permm;! Ouo
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aﬁc“' IFEN Emplre, and the leadmg merchants of the country
~ Before leaving Persia I had the satisfaction of seeing relations
estabhshed between the-traders and manufacturers of the two
~countries which only need fo be vigorously followed - up to
. produce results of permanent value.

'\ One of the prime factors in maintaining a commerce with
Persia is the continuance of the United States Legation at Tehe-
rﬁn, whose duties should be executed by men zealous to pro-
mote the interests of their country.” And the American Min-
‘ister should be reinforced in his efforts in this directiog by the
_appointment of full American consuls at Tabreez, Rescht, and
Bushire. I have already alluded, in another chapter, to the

*disgrace that would attach to a great government like that of
"th‘e United States were it to -abandon the permanent and

growmg colonv of its citizens in Persia to the "protection of
the lega.non of amother Power, even though friendly. And I

~would repeat that it is not less impoftant’ for us to maintain
‘a full: diplomatic and consular service in Persia if we have’
- . .

any serious intention of opening a commerce with that country.
- This truth is so patent, that only those who are too short-sighted

"to see beyond the 1mmed1ate local interests of their owny

b2 |

; ~county or State, or who are absorbed in the selfish pursuit of

“maintaining themselves in office to the exclusion of every other

: . interest, can attempt to argue the question.

\

- Russia, although oste1‘51bly friendly towards the * United

'States when her interests do not clath with ours, is determined
:]at evary cost. .to grasp the trade of central Abla However

ﬁhe mtereﬁsts of the United States n Persla w1th Jealousy ;. she
Tﬁppmma to tl{e dissemination ‘of progrefsxve doctrines in that
unt mlsswnarles, having been a.lready detected 1n
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she would be likely to seruple at no intrigue to exclude b S
manufactures from Persia. This'is not the place to present_
my proofs; but I make these ‘statements, advisedly. ‘anland
also is inclined to look askance at our trade in the Kast,
although her friendship for the United States is naturally’
much more genuine than that of Russia; at the same time it
is folly for our State Department now to intrust our gomnler;
cial interests in Persia to her care, or to that of any foreign
officials, they having to further national trade interests of
their own. . :
Germany, in turn, has recently established dip.]omatic. rela-
tions with Persia, with the distinct intention of carrying out
the new policy of extending, thestentacles of her commerce in’
all directions. It is to be regretted that the new German min-
ister at Teherin, Herr von Braunschweig, has thought proper
to show his lack of frxendshlp for the United States by repeated:
efforts to belittle our influence in Persia. In making - this
allusion to the affronts officially and gratuitously offered by
Herr von Braunschweig in turn to every member of the
United States Legation at Teherfin, the author violates no
wbligations of official secrecy. The facts were notorious at
Teherin among Persians as well as Europeans, and were doubt-
less reported at other diplomatic posts. In calling attention
to this matter here the author feels that he is merely acting in
the line of 'dht) If our Government has demanded the expla-
nations and apology it ‘could not honorably avoid domg, and

if reparation has been made, it seems proper that the fact should
become as public as the affronts which rendered it necessary, "
for a threefold reason, — to show that our Department of State

is not unmindful of {ur-diplomatic status abroad; to emphasize
at Washmgton the pgsition of a mmistex 80 la,ckmg in uﬂter-




and mﬂuence of their country will be appreclated at home as
well as abroad.

- Althpugh it is unhkely that Prince von Bismarck dlstlnctly
dlctated the course followed by Herr von Braunschweig, it is
possible he would not seriously deprecate such action on the
part of his diplomatic officials towards a country which he had

-observed adopts a foreign policy so different from his own.. To

allow such affronts to pass unnoticed would therefore result

eventually in lowering our influence, thereby affecting the posi-

tion of our naturalized citizens abroad as well as the extension °
of our export trade, and in the end also the prosperity of our

affairs at home. Home and foreign interests are interdependent, ,
*and one cannot be neglected avithout its reacting on -the other.

A nerveless or vacillating foreign policy must sooner or later

‘bring its own punishment. Under the circumstances, any

attempt to.withdraw or weaken the United States Legation at

Teheriin swould not only be a national “disgrace, but would dis-

pel all hopes of extending our trade into central Asia, —a trade

to. which we have as much richt as any other power.

My opinion has repeatedly been asked concerning the pos-
s:blhty of making, American caplt?ﬂ available in the constructionse
of rallways in Persia. Havm«r given the question' some atten-
tion, I find,that at present the difficulties in the way of success
are practically insurmountable. Railways can be built there,

it is true; but the question is, if built, will they pay? Unless
there is,a reasonable prospect of recelvmfr fair interest on capi-
,;}ta,l mvested, it ig, absurd te risk the capital. A through railway
ﬂOm Russla Or Turkey wanld be attended with engineering ob-
”ﬂheles aﬁd eom'espondmg large cost. If the rolling stock and
ails wem mported into Persia, the first-cgst would be further
' whlle if the plant were all madg there, the machinery
rould req ire to be transported at great cost over lngh ax
‘ es. However we look at. it, the,expense of o

e
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'constructmg a -steam-railway in Persm would be enormmxs,
reqmrmg extraordinary guarantees to insure. adequate retums. s
But instead of finding in the situation any promise \of such.
guarantees, we see rather a poor, widely scattered peop]e, who
would not for ages pay.the mere running expenses of a %eam
railway by local travel and traffic. If there was- ever any hope E
that a railway to India through Persia would prove remunera.—
tive, that hope is now of no avail since the construction of the
English and Russian railways, which are rapidly converging
towards dHerfit. One through railway to India is certainly suf-
ficient to meet any demands of European travellers that may
occur for many years to come. | If the projected railroad through
the Euphrates valley should.evef be undertaken, that would ;
present an additional reason for attempting no such e e
in Persia for the present, although at some distant perlqd
roads might be extended to, Persia. y >
But as if this were not enough to check enterprise is
direction, there remains to fight the concession to Baron euter,
If mational e:\pedmncy has led the Shah to oppose the rights
imprudently conceded to the Bzuon, the fact remains that the
toncession is still in full force as regards any attempts of other
Europeans to lay railways in Persia on their own account. A
foreign capitalist, .other than Baron Reuter, would be able. to
- attempt such an enterprise in Persia only by constructing and
working it in the name of the Shah hlmself who in return for
ostensibly appearing to be the owner of the. road must be e
assured of a certain annual percentage. Steam-railways in g
Persia will not prove. profitable, untik the entire plant can be
-made in that country out of native iron smelted by natlve:
coal, Once construched, such a road would in most parts ‘of
Persia be conducted with moderate expense, labor bemg chenp,_
and the climate such as to cause little damage to the road- Ded.
- The true avay to begin with railways in Perma. is with ty

i ,ﬂ(.‘._‘,“



’ﬁq Keom and Ispahan, would also prove advantageous a.nd.
Havmg suéceeded with these, steam-




CHAPTER XV.

THE SH.&HR AND THE URF; OR THE LAWS OF PERS

HE.prmc]ples of justice are eternal, and  an.ifl mive per-
ception of them is found, in howeves ridimer 1‘}’ a form,

among all races and conditions of men. But as wide a differ-
ence exists in the methods of practically applying those prin-
ciples as in the forms of worship by which men give. outward
'expression to their common assent in the existence of a Supreme .
Being. A comparative etudv of law may thefefore approach in
interest a comparative view of theology, and possess attractions
even for minds that prefer the fascinations of poesy and fiction
to the arid theorems of Papinian and Blackstone. :

Persian law is doubly interesting, because it presents a singu- -
lar contrast to the laws of Chrisften,dgm, and in addition offers an
opportunity of seeing in actual practice a theocratic system such
as our Puritan fathers endeavored to revive, and of which we
still see musty vestiges in the attemipts of well-meaning but
often egotistical soi-disant reformers, who undertake by.sﬁtnp--
‘tuary laws, based on their interpretations of Seripture, to guide
the everv‘-dwy acts of the individual. In the over-legislation of
the present period, and the attempt te lead men to_heaven bybi'
legislative enactments founded on the theories of fana.tlcs and
egotists instead of reI}yxng on the mﬂuence of precept and exam:
“ple, we see the same process going on which, carried to its legm
mate conclumon, has filled the laws of Persia with absurdilﬂqg,
~+ and with 1mpertment attempts to mterfere with pnva.te acts and
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‘ THE LAWS OF PERSIA.

- gtiide the individual in matters which concern no one but him- -
‘self. Were all the blatant reformers who besiege our legislatures

Wi_th intgnt to cram their opinions down the throats of the com-

munity to succeed in their efforts, we should ultimately arrive

at the same condition 'as that in which Persia now finds her-

[
. self,—so bound hand and foot by numerous petty regulations

‘that the individual must either disregard the greater part and
thus become a law-breaker, or he must obey them all and re-
sign his identity and free agency. In Persia they have perhaps

not enough so-called reform; but in our country we have so
" mauch of it that one becomes as weary of the word as were the
~ Athenians of hearing Aristides called the Just. Every one with
*us appears to consider himself«divinely delegated to meddle with

the business of other people, and to mould their characters, hab-
its, and Rursuits by law according to his own theories. We live
in an age of hobby-horses, the worst of it being that no one is
content to ride his hobby alone, but dftempts to force others to
ride it with him.’

" Persian law is divided into two depdrtments, the Shahr and
the Urf. The former is administered by the mollahs, or priests,
‘and is based upon the Koran The latter is the Oral law ad-
ministered by secular Jlldrres, who decide cases according to
common-sense and traditions, or precedents, orally handed down.
As the Urf is administered independently of the .Shahr, an in-

‘crease of its powers would .gradually result inthe extinction of

the latter. 1t is undoubted]y the aim of the Government to

brmg' about such a change, as one of the most important factors

»m pr@m(xtm the elevatiqn of Persia 1o the plane of modern
T g'néss,\ but any efforts in thxs direction can be pursued only

.

.
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or ket—hod@h“ of & town or v111age- P awaﬁi of pen "
~ however, he follows ‘the rules prescribed by the Shihr, so far‘ o
- as they have not passed into’ desuetude. Sometimes a ghmmal

case is appealed directly to the governor of the provmcé orto
the Shah himself; this is especmlly the case if one of the parties
involved is in any way, connected with the Government. The
Shah or the governor concerns himself little with the law i in such
event, but decides at once, and with a word or a gesture decrees
retribution or reward.

Bu_t atlthough all questions not of a c¢ivil nature are by custom

‘relegated. to the decisions of the Urf, it is not ul on for

the judge to allow a case to be appealed to the T
of special difficulty, or when the rankfigh s such as to
Any decision

rendered by the religious expounders of the Shahr is accepted

make him dread the consequences of his décision.

~without demur as final; the sacredness of the Shahr and the -

sanctity of those who administer decisions based upon it make lt
impossible to dispute the decisions of that august trlbunal
While therefore the Urf occupies a prominent place in the
administration of justice, the Shihr continues by far the more
important legal authority of tht land; and it is by a study of
that code and the methods of admmlstennor it that one can alone

- obtain any correct notion of the administration of Ju.stlce m

Persia.
The expounders and admlnlstrators bf the Shﬁ,hr are. ca:lled

: _Mo]lﬁhs and Mubhtaheas The highest mushtahéd of all, th& :

present Chief Justice, as it were, of the Supreme Court of Per-
sia, — is Hadm Mollah Alee, to whom allusion has been mada

_on a previous page. “Tiike all his predecessors, he mist
have sat at the feet f)f the Great Mushtahéd of Kexbella.h neaxj

8




deportment He assumes no outward pomp, but rather affects
a primifive s1mphclty Although possessed of large estates, he
makes no attempt at display.. When he goes abroad he is
mounted qn a white mule and followed by a single attendant;
-but the crowd part before him as though he were a supérnatural

being. A word from him would hurl the Shah from his throne,

or be the fiat of doom to every Christian and foreigner in the
land. The Shah stands in his presence ; thé soldiers deputed to
guard ‘the United States Legation told me that althoygh sent

~there for my protection, they would not hesitate to slaughter us

all if so ordered by Hadji Mollah Alee. Happily he who now
» wields such tremendous powes is a kindly old gentleman, far too
shrewd to adopt extreme measures. But it can easily be per-
ceived that no measures of reform in Persia can, be considered
without t'aking into- account the Chief Mushtahéd and the reli-
gious code of which he is the high expolinder.

In ordinary cases a decision by the inferior mushtahéds with -

their seal attached is sufficient; but cases of importance must be
- referred to the Chief Mushtahéd. The question at issue is.
" brought to his consideration eith@r by a statement of the actuals
facts, or in the form of a su.pposed case. He renders his deci-
sion with a quotation from the Koran, or from the voluminous
~commentaries which form the Persian code. This decision is
' uslially written by the mushtahéd on the margin of the paper
. containing the question at issue, in hit own hand, and r: atified by
“his seal. That ends the case. Although of course attempts to
Qf)ﬂbe ox" mﬂuem:e the jugdge are made, the Chief Mushtahéd,
Eadj‘ Mnﬂ!ﬂx Alee at least, may be conmdered as reasonably
‘p@rtla,l in lnsx decisions.  His position 151, so exalted that he

Alee is an elderly gentleman of great dignity and gravit‘y' T

us aﬂ'ord tq Wenken it by any appearance o corruptmn""

.



-:;’iong-pendmg case, to have to appeal to the declslon of Hv ;:

Hassém Djafer Ibn Alee Yahyé, sumamed EI. Moheklk who,

Mollah Alee; and I speak with a know ledge of the facts in staf&-

- ing that neither influence nor bribes ‘could swerve hm% from a

decision which in its results bore hard against his own p{eople. ‘_
The Shihr consists of a vast collection of dicta, applying to
every conceivable situation in life. Like the theocratic code of

~other Mussulmans it is based on the Koran, but ldiﬁ' rs from
~them in the fact that it is enlarged and fortified by the opinions

of the Twelve Holy ImAms,— these ImAms being considered by
the Shejhs to be the true caliphs, and their opinions having
scarcely less weight than if delivered directly from the Almighty.
Early in the rise of Mahometanism it was the custom, f the dis-+
ciples of the Prophet to have recourse to him for explanation or *
expansion of the vague declarations of the Koran. ~After his

- death these commentaries were generally transmitted orally,

and were called tl’ddltlonb, beeoming in time very voiummous, : "
so that it was necessary to reduce and codify them, adding opin- -+
ions regarding the more obscure enactments. Hence the author:
ity of the Holy ImAms. But besides them there was, between |
the third and the seventh century of the Hegira, a large number
of commentators of the Sh'cite' law ; aniong the chief of these
doctors was the Sheikh Mohamed Ibn Mohamed Ibn el Neéméan
Abou Abdallah, and the Sheikh Seyed Morteza Aboul Kassem
Alee Tbn Alee Ahméd el Housseinee, surnamed Thn al-hedﬁ or.
the “ Banner of the Way of Life.” Orie of the most completg ]
and authoritative compilations of the Junsprudence how in use
in Persia was prepared by the Sheikh Nedgeen ed-deen Abmﬂ

was descended from a long line of doctors of the law. : The tlﬂi :
of his codification iy * Scherayet ul Islam fi messail ul heldl

: vel harim,” which. being interpreted means “Musmﬂman.‘ ord
- nances regarding matters perm1tte& and matters

&%

It is e\ndegt that they are in error who i
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~'~forms and principles of law. Her code may differ from that of
~ other n@tl(ms, but it is not-less formal, elaborate, and exphclt.

stratioh of Justlce in Persm is arbltrary an}i Wlthout the

- The code of Persia is in four parts, with numerous subdivi-

‘sions or chapters. The first treats of religious rites and duties ;
~ the second, of contracts and obligations; the third, of matters

relating to the person; and the fourth part, of laws relating to
the chase, meats and drinks, legal procedure, and the specifica-

tion of penalties both from a religious and a civil point of view ‘
Many will see in the code a strong resemblance to some of the
ordinances of Moses ; aud hence it has been assumed by some
awriters that Mahomet was largely indebted to the Mosaic law

+ for the decrees of the Koran, But this theory is precluded by

two facts: first, that the entire history of the East shows that
from the earliest periods such laws have regulated the lives of
men ; second, that the Sheih code is infinitely more voluminous

"and minute than the Mosaic. The prdbability is that both are

suggested by a_common source,— customs and laws in practice
long before the origin of the Pentateuch. But Moses perhaps,

* like Mahomet, gave them a divine authority, in order to impress

anew the importance of order an@ law on a people abont to enteg
upon an independent national existence. Mahomet, for a similar
reason, crystallized the regulations which had long guided the

Arabs into a new form, and emphasized their force by calling
1'l’.hem disimes ot e

~ Many of the ld.WS of the Shahr are based on sound reason,
‘a:nd in thexr_ a,pphcatlon are not unlike the laws of other coun-




cal in clyamcter and the ordmamces regulatmg the_
Df the‘sexes and the matters of penalties are of the, most me- :

ak

when he reads the Shihr. A careful sfud} of its precopts on

these subjects makes it easy to understand that the broad lan- %
guage of the * Arabian Nights” can offer nothmg oﬁ'enswe to
,the oriental - taste. Man} of these laws are unqliotable e

¢ .

“1t is forbidden any man to say his prayers ‘in the presence ofas,ny
woman who, cither at his side or’ before him, is zlso praying, whether
praying together with him or alone; and without regard to the character
of the woman, whether she be wife or within the forbiddengdegree of
kinship, or a stranger. But the interdiction ceases-if there be a cm'tam T
between two individuals of ©pposite sex, or some object which prevdlts : T
him from seelng her, or a distance of at least twelve feet, or, ﬁ‘na“ﬂ_[y?ff ‘
the woman is behind the man at such a distance that in prostrating her; '
self she cannot touch his feet. -If the space is insufficient to sﬂﬁm&,ha e
curtain or observe the legal distance, the man and the woman shall say .. ¥
their prayers consecutively, pregedence being given to the man. . i L
“One should avoid praying before an open fire, before the representa-
tion painted or grawen of animate objects, or in the stable of horses,
~asses, or mules ; but it is permitted in a sheepfold. . . . One is forbldden'
to pray in an apartment wherein is a Fire-worshipper ; the presence of a
_ Christian or a Jew is unimportant. One should avoid having an open.
book before him, and should ngg pray before an overhanging wall«ox in
room where there is a pot de bre.
s g Whoever is a Mussulman sound mind and of ﬂle male sek

sable ; it suffices to have reached years of‘discretion.
however be of good habits, the possessor of a good voice, be ab}e
tingaish' the prescribed hours' and periods, must be purified from 4
purity, and give the sumfnons from an elevated point. A woman
quelified to' give the summons to prayer, but only for women.

- “He who is dumb must wag his tongue whﬂe menhll,y
prayers.



ey

~or] less. .

-« Whoever suffers from tight shoes should take them off before say-

mg his prayers.

s Whoeve1 has offered prayer without certainly remembering that he
" has fulfilled every regulation, is obliged to repeat the prayer. ]
“If the audience assembled at prayer be composed excluswely of
women, the prayers may be directed by a woman, or by a hermaphrodite.
“ He who cannot’ properly pronounce the vowels shall not lead the
prayers. :
' ; : : e
- Such are a few examples of the five hundred and forty-nine
laws respecting religious worship. The regulations concerning
faﬁtmtr and pilgrimages number no less than one thousand and

twelve. Good works, and rules concerning the poor, also take

“upa largg part of the First Division of the Shihr. The law of

‘sales includes six *hundred and twenty-five titles in the Second

‘Division. This part contains some vbry curious instructions .

relating to the purchase and sale of slaves. I subjoin a few
examples from this division: —

- «Tt is permissible to sell a piece of cloth or of land simply by a gen—r

eral exhibition of them to the gpurchaser, without obliging him to make
a minute inspection. - Nevertheless, it is more prudent to'examine ‘and

; - touch the object sold, because of the various uses to which it may be put, .
- and of the difficulty of obtaining an exact ‘notion of the object without
- touching, measurmg, or inspecting it. i

- “In case of dispute between the partles concerning the condition or
a knowledge of the condition of the thing sold, . . . at the. moment of
~ﬂ:e pux;j_xgper shall be believed on his oa.th But this point is

uts melons, or eggs,—-may be old in ignorance of the
€0 ’_bents and in the event of the purchaser finding them
mght to interest and damages, but not to a retm'n of




of ﬂle a.mmal ; or the offspring of any sta.lﬁon before Bmh, eﬁen
these objects would merely form additional items in the s le of of
~ objects. The re-purchase of an article before delivery is forbiddes

% It is not permitted to sell fruits on the tree before they
~ that is before the kernel is formed; but when they have reag
state they may be sold. e
% After they are matured, fruits may be sold thh o wit

“It is not permitted to sell fruits green in color' [ai: matumty] beforef;”‘
‘they become green. \

“1t ig recommended to the purchaser of a slave to, change hls name,
to cause him to eat sweetmeats at the time, and to offer an alms. :

“. .. One should avoid counting or weighing the purchase—money'
[for a sla\ e] in presence of a slave.

«The specifications of a thing solf should be done in a manner to
leave no doubt in the mind of the parties; it-should further be stated in
usual terms, in order that in case.it be contested the dispute can be set-
tled by reference to the dictionary. v i

« Neither precious stones nor pearls shall b male’the objeet of g :
specifying delivery after a given term, because of the uncertainty that then oy
seller will be in possession of them at the end of a fixed period, and be-
cause of the changes to which such objects are liable by reason -of thei‘r
~shape and nature.” - o e

»

-
o

T the above law were applied to the sale of stocks, What i
chantre would ¢ome over the financial world ! ’ Briiy ey

#
Bhoad vkl

“The costs of weighing and measuring an article sold shall bc chargeﬂ"
- to the vendor.

“The costs of counting "and welghmg the purchase-money shail
charged to the buyer.”

mllled until; recently, allowing of chypmg, which ohl gpd -
'_welghmg of money 0

::-:,»_:"?: 3 'order to the broker.” °
iy The bankruptcy a,nd mortg'age ls,ws f th '

eleven tit



also ha.ve a f)romment place in the Shﬁhr There is -

- a sgparate nectlon devoted to the regulation of horse-racmg

vr..;.»_such questigns as spOrts are hardly within the province of the
- religious law, but as the sage codifier of the Shihr observes, —

o AL >

.. “There is no doubt that 'the agreements growing out’of these exer-

and ‘games with the bow and the Javelln. It may appear that

~ cises are of a legal nature, the Prophet having declared that sport is

unlawful except with the bow and the javelin, and in the races of quad-
- rupeds with horny feet and uncloven hoofs. The Imfims have also

v . successively repeated that the angels hold in execration every® species
‘of betting, and curse those who are addicted to the practice, with the
- exception of wagers made in the races of qua,drupedq with horny hoof,
meloyen, and in trials with the bow and the javelin.

~ “FEl Sapék, that is the horse first #n. This horse is the one which
first reaches the goal, passing the competitors by the aeck and shoulders.
Some jurisgonsults are of the opinion that it is sufficient for the winner
to pass the others a head’s length to the top of the ears; but the first
oplmon seems the more reasonable.

. “It is forbidden to any one who has begun to surpass his rivals [in
exerclses ‘at coursing or at a mark] to sell his advantage for any price.
The object of such exercises, which is to render manifest the skill of the
archer or the runner, would not be gamed if tlus sort of transaction were
tolerated ”

-+

The sub_]ect of the relations of the sexes, a question of prime
importance in the laws of all nations, naturally assumes tran-
scendent prominence in the code of an oriental people, where.
 » ,'-Woman, although living *a secluded life, is the object centring
; ﬁa houghts and attention of all. = We find, therefore, that no

.

,‘al deswes. As for those mdmduals whese will is
: pa.sswnn, there are muny .opimons Nevar-

i

mtes a commendable act for those - lsons who can- . ":,.‘



greater bengfit to man than the possession of ) ho
pleases his eye, obeys him, and in his abse s faithiully over
his honor and his goods.” Opposing opinions are founded on the celibacy
of the prophet John the Baptist, and they who hold it base fhemselves on
“this example for proving the superiority of celibacy over matrimony.
Neverthéless, if we consider, that this superiority is maintained by re-
ligions other than ours, and that in our canonical books no recommenda-
tion of the sort can be found, it must be doubtless admitted in all cases
" that marriage is a commendable act. N
 “He yho desires to contract marriage should seck a Womtm comblmng
the following four requisites : legitimate birth, virginity, fruitfulness. and
" chastity. One should not be content with beauty or riches; it is indeed
forbidden to contract marriage with these points alone in consideration.
“ Marriage should not be consymmated while the moon is in the sign
~of the Scorpion ; . . . nor during an eclipse of the moon ; nor on the day
of an eclipse of the sun; nor at noon-time ; nor towards the end of twi-
light ; nor during the last three days of the months callel el mohdk, )
during which the moon is below the horizon ; nor Betaveen dawn and tb.g ay
rising of the sun; nor durifig the first night of each month, excepting the
month of Ramazin ; nor during the middle night of the month; nor durs
ing a journey ; . . . nor in a tempest, nor during an earthquake. .
“The presence of two witnesses in all that relates to marriage is not
an indispensable condition, and. a marriage contracted secretly is legal *
- and valid. o
“The silence of a maiden, when the“proposition of marriage i ls made, "
is equivalent to consent.
“The consent of a’widow or a dworcée must be audibly pronounced. -
“ Any man, whether bond or free, may form as many temporary mar-
riages as he chooses
“ Marriage is forever forhidden between a husband and the wife. whb o
having been.divorced and taken back by the sime husband, has in ‘th ‘
interval undergone three or four other divorces, and cpntracted marrmge
with two different men. »
“The dissolution of marriage by mutuaf agreement carﬁes a pe etus
roliibition of their re-marriage. - e
*“If the husband degires one of his wives to accompa,ny lum on
. ney, the one wko is to go shall be selected by lot.
1t is recommended to the husband to treal; all hm wiv
in thexr nghts e A ; L

e
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‘q}hentrwes. ; by

 «If a wife renounces in favor of the other wives, the husband is
obliged t8 divide equally among them the time she has renounced.

e L wife has renounced only in favor of one or the other of his Wiyes,
the husband js bound to give to that one who is designated the time which
~otherwise he would have devoted to the first one. s

% The foregoing dispositions apply equally in case the _renungiation is
made by several wives to the advantage of one of the others ; for example,
if the husband having four wives, three of them renounce their rights
with his consent, the husband is bound to cohabit only with her in whose -
favor the others yielded their rights. 7.

: “ A wife may at any time retract the renunciation she has ccorded
“to the husband ; but such retraction is only effective for the future, not
being retroactive. .

“ The extreme limit allowed for the narsing of an infant is ﬁxed at
two years, but one may wean a chifd atethe end of the twenty-first month ;
to reduce the nursing time below that limit, however, is to render one’s
self guilty of a grave misdemeanor.

“If a mother asks wages for nursing her child, such as would be
given to another woman, she shall always have the preference.

“1f the mother offers to nurse her child gratuitously, the preference
shall be awarded to Ler; but in the event of the mother asking a wages
- and another woman offers to nurse the babe free of charge, the husband
~ is free to dccept the gratuitous offer.”

~ The provisions concernin.g divorce are numerous, and thes
- formulas and conditions are so vafious as to make it impossible
' to give a correct idea of the legal status of the question in Persia

by the mere quotation of a few of the many paragraphs i the

: '-,f,cOde bearmtr on the subjéct. Many of the detculs and required
mndlnons are not of a nature admifting of quota.txon But it
‘may be stated in general that the fol]owmg are the chief points

Freg Q& wife ma.y renounce her nghts in fa,vor of her huqband or of th%

i}




 PERSIA AND THE PERSIANS.

use qne of three verbal formulas in pronouncing a divorce, —
any other mode of expression, ever: if the meaning is clear, bein‘g
invalid. The expressions to be used are Lnté talekoon,—“ Thou
art divorced ; ; 7 or, Felanet talekoon, — *“ Such a one is dlv‘orced i
or, Hazéé talekoon, — *“ This person is divorced.” Th formula

must always be spoken in Arabic. A wife must have
from her husBand the period of a lunar month_
divorce effective. If he has but one it

for the husband to pronounce her names “the act of divorce;
but if he has more than one wifd, #hen -the name of the one
to be divorced must be pronoymeed at the time; otherwise,
the fiat having been uttered, which wife is included in it must
be decided by lot. The diyorce cannot be pronounced by *

a husband under. ten years of age or of unsound mind. A

woman cannot be divorced except on the fulﬁlmept of five
conditions in the marriage, of which the first is that the mar-

riage was in all respecls legal. A husband may in absence

divorce a wife by a mandate borne by a messenger; but no

divorce pronounced on the authority of a third party is bifd-
ing. If a husband on reflection retracts the divorce, stating

¢hat he had no serious intention of separating’ from his wife,

the  divorce is annulled. : i

There are thre¢ chief kinds of divorce,—the divorce by

’

‘virtue of ‘which the husband cannot take back hls wife ; the

divorce with this right in reserve; and‘the temporary dxvorce
made in order to prove Whether the wife is with child by 2
husband from whom she was previously dworc,ed The most
important and most common of the eonditions causmg the ir- s
revocable divorce is when, after the wife has twice béen taken: :
back, the husband for the third time. pronounces the formula
of divorce. In the case of reservmg the rxght to re-marry her, ‘
the husband to the ordinary formula. must ad& a sta‘teméh'm-
affirming the reservatlon. ' 3

. Ay .
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" THE LAWS OF PERSIA.

2 ‘The temporary marriage is an institution peculiar to Persia,
and abhorred by all Mahometans elsewhere. Fhe Sheiihs defend .
it on tl.le plea that it is not forbidden by the Prophet, and is -
therefore right, — on the principle of their law that whatever is

~ not forbidden is allowed. It is my opinion that the temporary
marriage is an institution established prior to the Mahometan con-
quest, and is therefore inherited from the old Fite-workhippers.

This seems to be borne out by the prehistoric tradition regardilng'
the temporary marriage of Rustém to the daughter of the King
of Semengin when on a hunting ‘excursion, the result b.eing the
birth of Sohrab. A prominent example of the use of the tem-
porary marriage at the present day is given in the account of
»the Moayer-ul-Mamolék related in a previous chapter of this -
work. ' i

Four szonditions are indispensable to the legality of a tempo-
rary marriage, — the contract, the personal conditions (to be
hereinafter described), the dowry, and A statement of the period
for which the marriage is contracted. The absence of any of
these conditions reduces the marriage to’ simple concubinage or
prostitution. The chief point in the contract is that it be drawn
up in legal form before a mollah,*by the consent of both parties,

The personal considerations are numerous, of which the most
important is that the woman shall profess. one of the four re-
vealed 'religioﬁs; — Islamism, Judaism, Cllxjis"ciz111it)', or Magian-
ism. The fact that Magtanism is included in these four religions
is to my mind conclusive evidence of the Zoroastrian origin of

 this form of marriage. If through error a man has contracted
such a m,amage with a yoman not confessing either of the

 four rehg'ions, he must insist as a condition that she abstain

e from wine and unclean meats during the term of the marriage.

In \tempora.ry marriages it is advised to select 2~ Mussulman

man of pious and chaste disposition ; but if such an arrange-

ent is formed ‘m.th a- woman of loose hablts, she should -«




i’

«
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. and may be accepted: without disgrace by women of rank and

be obhged to abstam from such hfe durmg the term of thg

~marriage.
The dowry paid by the husband is the most unportam: featur&

in the temporary marriage. It should be of a nature thait can be .

weighed or measured and minutely described in the contract ; but
the amount may be of any degree, large’or small. The husband
must pay half the sum or goods stipulated .if he dismisses the
wife before consummation of the marriage; after that she is

entitled to the entire amount, and it cannot be withheld from

her.
C . . ' Lo

The duration of the temporary marriage is settled by ;
agreement, and written in the contract. It may be the fraction

* of a day, or ninety years; it may gven antedate the period when

the contract is made, if mutually desired. Numerous other con-
ditions may be included in the contract, but the above are in-

dispensable. An important accompaniment of such ascontract

lies in the condition that & woman married in this fashion cannot

is chiefly accepted by women of the lower classes, who thus con-

tribute a’ temporary companionship to men on a journey, it is

character who desire to insure to thémselves permanence in the
marriage relation and security regarding their dowry. But
neither party to such a marriage can inherit from the other.

After the cessation of the contract theewife can enter into no.
new relation of the sort until fhe expiration of a lunar month
in order to prove whether she is with-child by her late hus-

band. Insuch event she cannot marry again for four mbntﬁs

- and ten days. The father of the child, according to custom, al-

~ though not bound by the laws, acknowledges the Eatermty-and

supports the child witil it is of age.

The penalties for fomxcatlon, adul,tery, PRI, y, an d‘

_be divorced. For this reason, although the temporary marriage

|




ost ébmm(?m. on the repetition of the latter, and for the first *

ffence in the case of adultery. But so many exceptions or pos- +

sible coytingencies are included in the decision of such cases and
- the execution of the penalty, that a careful following of the law
‘would necessarily result in the escape of most culprits. Another
reason why laws bearing on these vices must be more or less in-
operative in Persia is found in the general prevalence of sensu-
ality; which naturally makes it difficult to find one who, as the
Saviour said, “ being without sin, shall cast the first stone.” Still ,
another reason lies in the extreme difficulty of procugng the
: proper testimony. The majority of cased of this nature cannot
be considered without the tes_timon}.' of four witnesses; and if
any or all of these are women,one must be added to the number
for each woman. The evidence of women is altogether excluded
in cases gf unnatural vice. It is evident that four witnesses to
a case of this sort must be comparatively rare. In point of fact,
althdugh it is probable that in early Yimes the penalties for
these ‘vices were severely enforced, such is rarely the case
now ; the facility of divorce makes it scarcely necessary so far
as regards adultery. While I was at Teherin I heard of a
woman and her accomplice who *vere condemned to lapidations
for adultery; but as I nqv:er learned of the execution of the
sentence, it is probable that the affair was condoned through
the influence of friends and the payment of a certain sum.
“""i The injured husband made more than usual stir about the
maﬁter in this case because he was @ molldh, and his spouse
" had shown the, bad taste of preferring to run away with a
"Acook to swymg at home gvith a doctor of the law.
g szan&ng the many pecuhar laws and marriage cus-

ﬂatw:ﬂa

'perm&nent u%amagaa are by no means "uncommon ; mdeed
pared to hazard the statement that there is but little

fmx% this ‘source thqre than in most. Chnstlan

-------



fbmmtnes. An lmportant pomt in 3 socml relatlons of thé' Pe
. sians is the great affection existing between Rparents and cluldren
~ and the unjform respect shown by the latter to the formgr
The laws of })roccdme include no less than three hupdred and
ninety-five titles. In administering the Shahr it is rdqulred of
‘the Judge t]mt—— '

“ He should be of legal age, sound of mind, faithful i ies of
Islamism, of good life, of legitimate birth, well i
male sex.

“ A judge should be endowed with a good me / one who lacks
memory §s incapable of exercising this function. ;s { 2

«“ Authorities differ as to the necessity, in the case of a judge, of :

* knowing how to read. They who deny the necessity base their opinion
on the fact that at the commencement of his mission the Prophet,:
although illiterate, governed the Mahometan community; but it is
preferable to grant the necessity, because it is difficult for any other
individual than the Prophet to conductimost affairs withowt a knowl-
edge of writing. . . B

“ The judge should hold,his sittings in a spacious and open plaeé, in
order that access to lijm may be easy. : :

“The magistrate should invite men versed in science and law to attend
his sittings, and to advise him in case he is liable to fall into error; for
we Sheiihs consider that only one person is infallible [the TmAm].”

¢ -The regulations coucernin(g ev'(idence in the Shihr include
one hundred and seventy‘-o,pewt‘mes, of which it is not worth
while to quote more than two or-three extracts here: — ;

“The testimony of a minor who has not reached. the age of puberty
cannot be admitted. Jurlsts, however, are not agreed as to the ad-
mission of the testrmony of persons aged ten years,in cases mvolwﬁgi.:«:
wayhem and murder. i

“The testimony of any person in.a atate of msa,mty or 1mbecxhty zs\ i
not admlsuble by the unanimous opinion of jurists. o :

e 4

when he is recogmzed as a Mussulman, shall not be admltted agmnst ‘
. true behever, ner of any other person because heresy conshtutes 8




