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I·con ummated with a vividnes whic11 al'OU e the audien e to , , , 

the last pitch of agitation, 'and it is impossible to foretell what 

affronts might then occur if some excited devotee should ip. that 
hour take umbrage at the invidious sight of a f reigner and 

' rin infidyl. · There is an evident tendency riow to moderate 
the excesses ~f the Tazi@h; ,'but' I have ' been told that not , 0 

vel'y' long .. ago, oarl'ied away by the appalling excitement of the 

la ,t scene of the drama, ~ome of the aC,tors have actually sac
rificed their live, An incident prp:viou ' to the clo. ing act, 
which ind eu i of annual recurrence, ~as the demand- for the 

relea e of a prominent criminal, - the demand made to th hah 
hi~lself'by, men who are townsmen of the prisoner, . ~rh l' ,;vd 

of arm,ed'fanatics i. so clamorou and per mptory that the Shah 
finds it expedient to yield, ~Ll:d 61~d an order for the release 

of the pri oner, One is reminded by tlti ineidellt ' of the cla~llor 
raised ' for the release of Em'abbas at the, crnci:fixion, Durina' 
the la t few daY' of the 'i(oharr@m it is also common for the 

rahLle to go to the prison and insist , on t1;10 release of crimi

n,al whom , they demand by name, In order to prevent the. 
storming' of the prison and save his OW11 life the jailer is forced 

, - , 
to yield, In 1884 sixty-five. men weI' thus set at liberty. 0 

much is this an annual custom that'· the authorities dare lli.. t 

a yet interf~re .to prevent it, although the progre 'ive pirit 
dominant during the pI' ent 'reign will ulldoubtedly che~k.it 
before many years, Fortunately -Enr the credit' of the go'v

ernment and thG well-being of society, means are taken to 

track and recapture these men immediately after the e~cite- . 

ment has Sllb ided.' • ' 

After one has impartially set at one side a consideration' of 
, the e:xces e~ 'which have prung out f tJvi Moha.rr"m celebra

tion, there remains much to 'admire in the Tazi.eh. As on'e 

manifestation of the sentiments of a great religious ct it m l'its 

respectful ,l;tttention, whil on the other hand it i mo t · .inte~·e t-
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ing' as an exhibition of the cLralD. tic rreniu of the Per ian l'a~e. 
It seem rea onable to infer hat a .dec·ded talent for the drama 
exi t in Pel' ia, which only 1·equire. t receive t<?lerat'm from 
the laws an customs of the country to reach a hig~ degree 
f excelle.nce . 

. . ' 

( . 



CHAPTER ~XIV. 

RESOURCE, PRODUCTS, AND TRADE OF PERSIA, 

p ERSIA has so long occupied an isolated Jposition, and the

direct commercial relations of the United States ';ith ' that , , 

countJ.·)~ are as' yet so meagre, that the average American has ' 
, very little 'notion of ~er prod.ucts and resources, and the po' 
,sibilities ' of . w'ealth which ~ay be realized by the establi h
m.ent of a direct commerce 'between the two c"ountl'ies. 'The ' , 
abundant coal-min~, whose discovery has opened such a brill-

• t 

iant opportunity of adding to tbe improvement ,and power of this 
ancient monarc~y, have a.hoeady been a.Huded to in one of the 
~arly chapters of this work. Had she no other resources, Per., 

. sia, by availing herself of the cheapnosR of labor to develop the e 
mines, might obtain 'a commerci~ foothold ":llich would make 
her laugh at the shafts of fat~. The fal e position in which she 
is placed offers t,he chief obstacle to the large exportatio;n of 

J ' • 

Pei'sia's mineral ~vealth at pre ent. I t ' is her ' mi fortune that in 
her fforts to develop nterprise in. this ' direction, he must en
c~t1.nter the opposition' of b~th England and Ru sia: Of Eng
land, h cau e, aLth 11gh ·the ally and friend of Persia, he ca.nnot 
well pro ok a trade that i~ the East Indie might seriously com

pete with tlie coal-mines of Lancashire; of Russia, becau e she 
• is' committed' to the policy of antaO'onizing every m~a ure that 

can te.nd to elevate and strengthen Per ia~ 
There is little evidenoe, of ilver and old in Persia, although 

tl}ere IS some rea ' im ~o believe that a c~nsiderab~e quantity wa 
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ruin d there in pa t ag , and it is (I ible that ~ more ctlrefitl 

inve 'tig'ation than' the I er ians eem eapabl~ no, of makino' 

. may lead to fre h di ' ov rie~ of 'es containing tho e(. m ~al , 
Lead' is abunda;lt theI', and a i~j, mined. ,Eur p an mm

eralogist have 'also recently di eovel'ed traces of Iflany pthe' 

- metal among the Tocks f 'Per ia, , 
ne of the mo t important ource of PBr ian revenue are the 

turquoi e mine , althoug'h there seems orne e';ldence of ,falling 
off in the supply. ,The turquoi es of Persia are of two sort : 
the pal' green tones with a tinge of blue are found in the 

south rn province of Kerman, and ar .little est med j ' the . 
largei' . pecimens are u 'ed as am,ulet , bearing in s from 
the Koran, · ngraved on the SUl'£~~c.e and gilde<)i~~~.)I;n 

they make lumd 'ome ol'lla~ents. Tbe bette ' ity of tur
quoi e are found neal' Kishapoor in Khora ' an ; the mines are 

very deep, and the hafts pav~ been de 'criberi to me· a xcee(l
ingly dangerous, thereby cau ing many accident, " ~rh~ ton s 

found in the e mil~es are the finest in the wor~d j they have a 
rich glo 'S, and ar of a dark sky-blue,' faintly' verging on green, 
The darker they are the more t.hey ~re esteemed by th( Pel'-
ian , although th lighter (shade are more fashionable in 

Europe. In additi n to the eolor, ~n important point- in sel ct

ing a go d turquoi, e is that it 'bonld be without a fico\ or speck; 
a pecimen that is ' ntirely ?f uniforlll tint and fiawles, is rai'e, 

_ .and it i 1l0,t uneommon for uch a ston no larger t11an. :1 bean 
( . 

to briner seven hundr d to a thou and dollar at Teh l~an, 'The 

turguoi 'e min s ar farm ed by the Mohper-;~-notil el, 01' 'Minis

ter of Telegraph ' and Mine', ~o pa1s eighty thou ~nd donal'S 
a year for the pl'ivi1Etge, H e also pays the Government a tt:ibute 

Df fifty ~hol1sand dol~al' a year for the right of 'contr911incr t,lie 
pearl fisheries' of the I r ian Gulf. The e fi sheries were at one 
time of ' normous valu ; but the revenue from them has of late 

en ibly dimini hed, owing in 'part to th~ fact that the oy t~ 
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bed, which are in hoal water, are n l1rly exhausted tlll"ough 
, tlie penny-wise and pound-fopli h ystelll of fi hing for pearl; all 

the year round" instead of re tricting the busine to certain ea-• 
ons, according to the i)ractice followed in the pearl fi herie of 

India. DO\11tl A' rich qeds of p~arl oysters exi t at lower dept}l 

in Persian wa:ters, but beyond the reach of divers. It i stated 
that a d~ving apparatut! La ' been brought from Europe fOl' thi 
purpo e, but the inefficient way in which the Persians make u e 

of such foreign and modern inventions makes the re -' ul~ very 
uncertain. 

The , va t extent of the desert wastes of Persia woulsll a,d . 
. one to conclude ·tha't her agrimtltural product , . mu t 'be of ve.ry 

. little moment, and that he m~, t th~r fore be oblig a to import 
many of the necessaries of life. But, on the contrary, uch i 
the richness of the arable soil that wh,enever it i scratohed and 
waterep., it produces far inore than i required t~ S1lpply the 
wants of the I opulation. So num~rons .is the list of vegetable 
product which grow or. can be made to· grow in Persia, tLat it 
w.ould be tedious to mention them all 11 rei and it will uffice to 
give' a, few facts regarding the principal productions. Wheat i 

~ . 
grown in all the agricultural districts in ' such abundance that a 
'very hirge quantity is annually exported, and a gre~Lt deal more 
would be exported if there wer means for t~l ing it out of the 
country.. 'Dhe method of ploughing j of the most primitive 

• 
character, and the soil is hardly scratched by th rude 'share. 
One can a i'ly 'imagjne wbat ,~onld be the l' ult supposing that 
mod rn appliances we:r.:e u ed, such 'a are : mployed n the 

• • . t .. 

west rn prairies of tl~e Un.ited ~t. 1jo oats or rye are 
raised, . but . arl y in abundance, on whicl~ the . horse .are fed. 
The chief g 'anar of P er ia is in the northwe tern part, al
thOligh of cour .e enou D'}1 i raised jn oth l' quarteJ.' to supply 
loc'al demands. It is ~lmo t n edle s to a that agriculture in 
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Persia, is dependent on irrlO'ati6n. rrhe' number of treams 
and lakes is so mall, and' the supply f w<~ter so in ignificant, 
that there is probabl'y no other eountl'y ulld~r cultivati~~ wb~re 
so much labor i required for procuring water; 01' where tJ-te 
expense of this precious element i relativ~ly so ,high as in 
Per ia. 'rhe sUI ply of water' is paid for by the hour, and a ' 
place is valuable in prpportion to the number of hOl~'S con
vey 'd with the freehold during which water is s:upplied per 
~eek. The details of this system are exceedingly complicat d, 

- a sYitem which has been organized. at least sin e the time 
of Anur hil'wan; but the details are so complex a.nd t dious 
that they are better suited to a work of stati tic than for a 

vo.lume like' this. 
otton is' grown to 'om~ extent in Southern Per ia, but not 

of the finest quality, 'and a urplu ' remains over the home con-
, I 

sumption, for export. 'roqacco forms anothcl' imp<:nta t product 
of Persia; a qua1ity ~esembling the medium grades of 'l'urkish 
tobacco is grown in the northern province. 

Ther is another kiud of tobacco that, so far a I .know, 
grows only in Persia; it is, cultivated chiefly in the centr~l 

pl'ovin es; the be t qual\ty i ('yielded by the rich soil of Shiraz,' 
( , 

which seem to have properties specially qualified to bring this 
specie. to perfectio~. This tobacco is called turnbO/c. ' 13eing " 
0'1' atly~e teeme,d in Turl ey 'a,s .well as in Persia, a considerable 
quantity i exported, to the estimated ' value of 1,000,000 an-

, , 
Dually. Tumbak hi in its flavor ~ ugge tioD of 'sandal-w od. 
Anoth ; peculiarity of tum bak i that it cannot be moke'd 
unless ~lOist n ~d, without produ~ing vertig.o to an ' alarming 
degl' e ,; thi is thEt rea on why thl toba~co can ' be smoked 
only in the water-pipe, - called in Turkey narghile, and in ' 
Persia, kaW),n.~ The tum~ak is soaked in water, squeezed like 
.a 'pon'Ye, and . packed in the top of the . kalian; a live coal is 
then placed upon it (this ,coal I?lU t be 1l?-ade fi'om the root of the 
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v4J.e, or it would oon be extin uished by the dampne of the 
tumbak), and the smo~e i drawn. through the water that i ill 

the lowEtt, bow I of the kaWln; and ~nha.l d ' ~hroug'h a long :fl xibl 
el'pentine ,stem 01' a short tern of wood; ' the rI'ul'k' prefer th 

fOl'rp.er, the-P~rsians the latter, Of all the forrh~ for enjoyino' 
'this most delightful solace f~l' the cares a~d hard hips of mail, 
tlli ' of: smoking through the kalian is the most poetic and delio-ht

ful, both for the elegance of the method and the flavor of th , 
weed; but it could hardly become popular in America, becau 
it takes much time to light the pipe, and the care ,and cle.ning'of 
it is laboriolfs and must be delegated to the charg' of a , erva~t, 

In Pel' i~ every gentleman' lJOllSe ha a pishketm,et, 'whose 01 
' busine s ~t is to prepare the reft'e hments and take clJarge of th 
kalians, ' The poorer classes gener~ll y have their daily , moke 
by r sorting to a tea-house in the bazaars, or undor the plane
tree in the centre erf the "illao'e ; for one or two c nt they can 
enjoy . a' ~fteen minutes I' t for their souls, 

N~xt to wheat, rice form t11e greate'st staple of die.t in P r i~, 
and happily she grows all thf),t she need~,' It is (,hiefly rai. d in 
,the fat, alluviallaIlds on the outhem 'sllorps of tIl a pian, and 

, , . 
the reeking ric -fields add to .th e mH laria ,for whieh tho eli tri t 
have 'Such, a , bad reputa1!ion, It goes without shying, that t.l.P, 

P rsians are among the people who have made the 'ooking' of 
ric a' fine art. The pota,to 1. greatly steemed with U ' ; the 

. 'hepherd of Salisbury Plain, with npthing but a di h of pota-

toes before 'him a~d his children for th i1' unday dinner, was 
so well sati £. d that he £ It pI' foundly thankful with th 
simple addition of salt tl ' l' to: In the natural pride . we feel 
over the potato as a native of th ,SPllCious continent w , 
iuhabit, and ,grateful · to it for the nourishpleni' it has afforded 

-to the soaring .and inventive brain of t1)e We tern world" we 
are liable to foro' t that th ill] i n of the ric -plmit ha 11 t 
been altoget el; ' insigni£can~ in mQulding the destiny , of ~th 
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race. Fully three fifths ,of , the preseu: population of the glo~e 
live on ' rice ; the founders of th . fi. e, 'l!eat religion of the ' 
world weI' nou~'ished by it.' .It· migltt h wor h ~ tv, lile for 
cientists to } ok a little more closely ,into the brairi,-making 

qualities of thi worthy veg table. . . 

One of th most 'irl?portant ' expOl-t ,of Persia is opium.· It 
wa at one time a'more valuable ource of r~venue t~an it is at 
present, but show io'ns of reviving. rrhe amount cono:lumed 'in 
P r8i< itself .is comparatively tri·fling, by far tl~e larg'er proportion 
of the product being exported. Some year ' ~LgO 'the' annual ' 

yield of opium in P ersia was very large. The miu ual pro 01'

tion of morphia which Persian opium contain' made it ju tly pre
D rable to that produced els!3whe'i:e, and large quantities found ' 
th ir way to foreign mal'ket.£, especially to China.· TW0 causes 
have latterly tended to check d,le culture and export of Persian . 
0ln:am. One of tJlese cau.ses alone might n6t have Ie to such 
a re uIt, but the two coming about the same time h.ave ome
what discouniged it , production. These causes Wel'e, - ,the 
increaRing adnlteration ' of the articl~, which impaired its mttr-. . 

.. ket value; and the fact that th~ attention given to it cul-· 
, ( . 

ture materially reduced the more (important cultq.l'e of wheat, 
whieh led the Governmen~ to regard the opium 'prodU:ct, wi~~ 
d1 favor. -

P r ian opium is chiefly grown in the provinces of Ker
man ·11[l,h and I pahan, T)1e latter city is the centre f the 

?pium trade of Pe~·sia. 1'he opium of the di tri of 1 pahan i 
the b st j the higp.est grade l:a been found to c ntain '15 to 16 
pel' c nt. of morphia. It is ~air to tatf\, however, tha~ of late the 
opium of Koom, Te~.eran, and Yezd ha b en growing in favor, 
orne specialist con \\lering the quality rai ed at Koom as . ur

passing every 'other grade .of opium. ' As th~ highest quali~y of 
Smp'na opium doe not contain a mean <;>f ov r 13,57 per CEJnt 
of morphia. (orne analy placing- it e'll n 10~ve'r), while the 
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Per ian drug yield at the be t 13 .to 16 p.er 'oent of morphia, 
t1)e latter ' certainly rivals that of ~myrna, aD~ ' is beyond 
que tior~ far superi:<?r to that of . Egypt and India. 
~ The chief dbjection to th opium of P er ia lie , at pres~nt in 
the adulteration to whiqh it is subjected, the prin 'ipal Ingredi
ent in thi deterioratio"11 being grape-must, and om time small 
stone concealed in the parcels. Thi ' difficulty might be reme~ 

• died by any e'nterprising 'house, whi,ch throngh hon t, capable 
, agents could' pUl'cha e the entire. product of Persia, oj' of any 

of the opium-producing districts, and give direct attentiQn to the 
preparation and packing of the drug. A pure .artic1 might a1 0 

. 'be obtained by :it. firm reauy to form a contract for 3: c rtain 
. quantity of a' given grade of ~he drug for a term of , years, the 

continuance of the contract uepenClino' on the non-varying. pro
por~io~ of morphia in the expOl:ted article. 

The average 'price of the opium o . Persia, in jts ctude state, 
is now 4.77 per kiloo-ram. rro seventy-two kilogram of opium 
are added six kilogram' of linseed oj}.. The nnxture is then 
subjected to a manipulation which reduces the seventy-eight 
to sixty-six k.ilograms. Th se SL"{ty- ix kiloQ'rams al:e divided 
into one hundred balls, forming ~ Persian package; a 'pecified . . 
number of the ball of opium 'makes '::')' ca e. The cost of . 
packing, freight, and other incidental expense bring -the aver
agC? pl'ice of a ca~e of Persian opium - . nch as It is when pre
pared for export - up to ~3 66.66. The xci e duti S vary at . . 
different' centr 6 of the trade, but five per cent ad valorem is . . 
the uniform n~,tQ ac ·ording to the treaty of the TUl'komantchai 
on all g90ds xported to ~urope or America, - and, I may add, 
on all goods {mported from those countrie jnto Per ia. 

It is stated that on tlle av rag two thou and ca es of pium, . . 
valued at 732,000 are now xporte~ from Bushh'e to England, 
beside what finds it way to Chin~ nd othe_ quai.1.er from the . . 
other districts of Per ia. There i no doubt that if sufficient 
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encouragement were offered, p~cially by tl~e estab~i hment of 
agenci at Ispaha~ 01' "reh. rani or by umking permanent co,n- . 

tract, that tbe product might easily be incr ?- ed and tl ~ purity 
of the exported article improved. Indeed, the opium merchant 
of I paM,.n have already made overtures fo'r the Am dean' tr~de, 

and are pI' pared to mak~ contract for a t~rm of year, . 
It is proper to stp,te that inquirie. made of practi i:ng phy

sicians at Teheran, includi,ng an American pl;y ician, elicit the • 
highe t opinions in favor of the opium ' of Persia as regards 
the ch&racter and quantity of morphia it produces when 
unadulterated. 

The silk-trade of Per ia ha long been one of the 
, ( , 

tant and celebrated enterprises. of that country. 
tbink it quite ~orth while, e p cially in view of t.be increasing 

. importance of American iJk manufactures, t<> give corisMerable 

space to the con ideration of tIll subject here. 
' TV find the fir t mention of European merchants ' tl'adinO' in , 

Gilan ilk in .Marco Polo's work, about 1290 A. D. Marco Polo 
. in speakinO" of the Caspian ea., say : "Genoese merchants' com
menced it navigation ome bort' time aO'o,' from whence comes 
, . . 
the sil1~ which is called Ghele," - that i , ilk from the Province 

' . . . 
of ila~, in Northern Persia. . 

The Florentine Balducci Pegoletti, in hi "Tratto della Mer
catura," publi hed in' 1335;,a1 0 peaks 6f" eta ghella,"-Gil'''u 
ilk. 'Q1e Englishman, R. Cbancellor traveIl ' d to Mo'scow in 

1553; arid hi companion, A. Jenkin on, who penetrated as 'far 
3:s Bokhara 1n 1556, made a report,Ol1 f the silk-trade of the 8hir
wan district in the ' C~uca us for Que'en Elizabeth, who sent him 
to Per ia in 1562, at yvhich time he visited Derbend, 8he'makha, ' . , 

'and Ca b en, ' in' Persia. A~d Edwards, another Engli hman, 

wh~ followed Jenkinson in 1561, reported that tb Gilan silk 
was much better and comparatively cheaper' than tha.t of the 
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Cauca II ; he therefor~ e tabli hed a factory near Re cht, while' 

'CIlapll;!;aJ;l, hi companion, ~ravelled and explored Gilan ~n 16~ .• 
rrhe fir .t English ves el, and probably the last, on the Caspian 
S a.va floated,) in 157'3, and wa sent with ilk to Astrakhan. 

, Th~ . exp dj.tion wa un~uccessful, as piratical Co sack from 
the V olga plun~er d, the vessel .of all it contained. W olland j 

· a little later, had fa tori s at Hormuz; and. HoI tem, together 
· with the fre~ city of Hamburg, thinking. to be able to divert 

some o,f the Dutch commerce to their own advantag~, ent 
. mbassies tq Russia and Persia for the sake of co~cludi~g 
commercial treaties and opening . the transit of merchandise . 
through Ru sia, offering large sums to ac?ompli h th l~tt r 

· purpo e. The results of· the~ embassy to Per ia in 1638 are 
related .by Adam learius in his. IT Per ische R i 'e." He stat is 

that the total p~oduct of raw " silk in Persia was not far from 

'twenty tbous~~d hales, - a bale being equal to two hundred 
and ixteen pounds. Gilan produ~ed eight ~hou and bales, 
Khorn. san three thousand, Mazanderan t~yo thousand, Shirwan 
two thou "and, Karadn,gh two thousand, and Georgia the 1'6-

m ain del:. Thi . '~ould give a'Qout 2,R08,000 pounds for th 
pre ent area of' Persia alone, - Sl!irwan, Karad~gh; and Georgia 
. . . .' 

no · longer belonginO' to ' that country. H further say that (me 
: thou and bales, or 216,000 pounds (very n arly what it i at 
p~'esent), were u 'ed for hom~ manufa~ture, and' that ' the re~ · 
maU;der wa exPC!rted to India; Turkey, Italy, England, and 
Holland in Dutch . hips. ' . • 

I 

The price of .ra. ilk in the time of learius wa forty- ight 
to 'fifty-.two 'cent Rer pound, -' that, i , about one fourth of 

,e . . • 
the pre nt pric ,- O'iving a total value of ~,404,000. Char:. 
din, wllo wrote in '1669, thirty year lat I! than leru:ill " ~ay . 

that the ' yearly p:oduct wa tw~nt.y-two thou nd bale, - ' 
Gilan preducing ten thpusand bales, Kbora an thre thou and, 
tlu;; . central pr l~nces .three thou and, Mazandedln two thousand, . 

• --
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Kerman two thousand, ,and GeOl'gi~t two thousand, - of a total 
,. value of ten 'to twelve Ip.illioll fl:ancs. The price of, the silk 

w~s exactly the, same a it had, been when Ole~·i~. wr?te. 
Ohardin a,dd that· thEl produce was· increasing, and that ,t.he 
Dutch exported ix !1Undred thousand francs' worth fl" m 
Er'ormuz to Europe. In the e calculati ns the nominal values 
of course do !lot represent the actual values, ow,ing to, the 
steady depreciatio:q of ' gold. . 

At the end: of th13 seventeenth centJIry most of the silk-trade 
wa in c. the hands of the P erse-Armenians, - tlHin P.ersiaIi but , 

~ , (" I • • 

now chiefly Ru sian subjects, - as it continues ,to be ' at the . , ~ 

pre ent time. Peter the Great entered 'i~to ' an arrangement with 
these traders in 1711. to export all their silk throug~ Russia in- . 
t ad of TUl'key? while -tlr Armenians by concurrent action 

obtain d from the Shah of Persia the monopoly of the Per ian 
ilk-trade. It was fOlmd, however, th~t the)\" acted ' fi't1udulently 

( 

both towards the RURsians apd t~e Persians; and thE;! agreement 
with Russia, as well as the monopoly, was withdrawn 'in '1720 . 

.. The Hu~si~tn . after this assumed charge of the ' silk-trade, b~i~g 
indu,ced to do . so by the 'report spread by an , East I~ldian ~ho 

; had settled 3,t 1\.strakhan. TILis individual informed Peter the 
Great in 1722 that the GiHln trade bad assumed gigantic propor
tion , and wa ,on the increase; and that 1,200,000 ponnd of 
Gilan silk had been exported into "PUl'key the previous year. 
The value of this ilk was given at 3,2DO,000 rubles, - eql1s,l to 
q 2,400,000. The Russians the11 ~oated their QWll shipf) ~Jl the 
Oa pi, n; but the death of Peter, ,and the di turbance" in Persia 
during tli~ reign of N adiI: Shah put an end fOl' t11e' time to :Mus-
covite de igns.for the monopoly of P~T'ian silk. . ' . 

In 1738 several EnO'lish me:rchants obtain~d the permission of 
Nadir Shah t6 0pen 'factories in.Oilan, after they ha~ contra,ct~d 
a commercial treaty with Russia ' in 1734, by which it was sti.pu~ 
lated that all Per ian silk. for EUl'ope, and, all lpp.glish goods for 

. " 
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. , 
P~rsia should pass by way of Russia. 'Jonas Hanway, who soon 

,after became manag r of the silk-trade in ' Gilan, .reports that • 
iIi '1744 pilan produced two hundred and forty thousand p01:lnds 
of raw , ilk. ~t the begin~ing of Hanway's directorship the 

price O!· raw sil~ in G~lan was two dolla~'s per pound; but in 
the fol!owing year the price rose to .five dollars a pound. 

Gmelin reported in' 1740 that the best silk was used for 
home ' manufacture, and that only the inferior q.ualities· we~'e 
exported. Eve:.;y autumn Rescht w~s thronged with Turkisb, 

. Persian, . and R,ussian merchants, buying silk .. Thfl XlIIkish ' 
merchants paid cash, and obtained their silk cheaper than ~he 
othex merchants, who either tought on credit or gave goods in 

. exchange'. rrhe priye in 1741- per ,thirteen pounds weight wa , 
for fi.rst quality, twelve dollars ,and fif"ty cents; second quality, 
ten dollars; and third quality, eight dollar and fifty cent. 

The best statistics on : the silk p:r;oduce of Gila.n in recent 
times are those : of Fra er, the English tmveller, who stated in 
1882 Lbat the average silk:prod~ction of GUan was seven hun
dred and eighty thousand pounds per annum. He added that . . 
one third of this quantity went to Russia, one third to Turkey, 

, and a third was retained in t~e co~ntry for horne'mallUfacture. 
It 'is evident that the annual product of Persian silk 1 no,Y . 

only one seventh of what it was. in the middle of the eventeenth 
century. The average price is three times greater than it was 
then, but only about a quarter of what it was when the English . . . 
held tbe ilk mou0poly of Gilan. .' -

On coming -to a more parti cular investigation of the ilk 
product of 'pe;;sia at the ,present time, we find the following 
results. The silk-producing districts of Pel,sia are - Khora san 
,in the East; the provinces lying on the sop.th~rn- shore of the 
Caspian Sea, UDrth of the Elburz range; the middle ' provinces , . 
of 'Per ia, forrang -a district lyinO' 1>etween Ka~han, Ye~d, and 
the north of Fars, with Ispahan as a central point; and Azer-

'27 
• -
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baijan, ill the extreme nortbw t. The exact quantity of the 
ilk product of non of these di trkts can b stated with 

ertainty; but the following figure, btain. d from reliable 
SOUl'C at Teheran, I believe to be not far from th . truth as 

, . 
l' gard .the ilk whi h enter into trade. In Gilan fllld Mo.zan-
deran nearly v ry family rears. silk-worni ; and much ?f the 
ilk thus produc d ~oes not come into the market at all, being 

manufactUl'ed by tbe women of the family into, c a1' e $tuffi 
u ed ' for shirt , trouser , kerchiefs, and the like. In the other 

• 
di trictlb where the ilk product is Ie' s important, ev r silk.! 

, . 
grower al 0 l,'etain ' a certain quantity of silk for dome tic 11 e. 
Of the quantity of ilk which does not en~er into th~ trade, 
nothing can be therefore satisfact ri~y a certainBd; ut I houId · 
estimate it at a quantity equal to ' ten or eyen fifteen per cent 
f the amount which enter trade. 

The raw silk of Per ia is divisible into three qualities. First 
\ . 

is the Abrishoom, - that is, silk of a super-excellent O'rade; 
second is the GUl'uk; third is the' La. '1'he first quality is 
divided' into different numpers, according to finene s ,of texture, 
0-10 , or color. In thi connection miO'ht be added the fact 
that the Ru 'sian .naturali t Cl-melin peak of thre quaHties. 

( 

Cp.ardin in 1669 m ntion four: namely, Shirwan, ,the worst 
quality, called Arda h in EUl'ope; Kharvaree, uneven, poor, and 
call d in France Legbian, - a corruption of tI:e ,~ord Lahijan, 
a t wIi of Gilftn;. Kedkhodape and, a omedium quality us d in 

( 

P rsia for home manufacture; and harbafee, the ' be t silk for 
weaying, especially for the silk-stuff of Yezd and Ka:shan. The 
foUl' grades mentioned by Chardin till exi t; but they are, how-

e l 

V r, now classed as only different kind · of th~ Abri, boom 
quality, rather than (entirely di tinct varietie" Chardin 'ignores . ( 

the ilk called GurUk, a al 0 the Las. At the pre ent day the 
people distingui h the various sorts of silk under the names Qf 
Alagbandee silk, which is the finest quality used for sewing-silk; . . 
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trim~ings, laces, ribbons, and the like; of harbaff, which is 
• . employed at I paM,n, Kashan, and Yezd for weaving curtain, 
. carpet, .and bed-cov r , b~tt~ng-cloths, kerchief: , etc.; of Parche

bafoe, use!i in Khorassan for weaving high-grade piece-good ; 
, and of Shirwanee, which is an inferior quality of silk mixed 

sometimes with Gilan silk for coarser piece-goods. But all 
the e are only different varieties of the species classed under 
the general title of Abrishoom silk; and indeed: nearly' aU the 
infe~'ior qualitie of Persian raw silk are exported, while , of 
the' superiQr quality only about one third is ent abr<:»td. In 
Gmelin's ' time only ' tbe third grade of silk was exported to 
Rus ia, becaus~, as he says, good ilk-worker did not then 

. exist in that country. 
In'; Gilan and Mazanderan the silk is collected at the end of 

May, and brou~ht to market in the month of Augu t and ep
tember; but in Koora san and the other di tricts of P r ia the 

; 

silk-wormf;! mature later, and the raw ' material . it: collected in 
June or July. 

Khoras an produces yell,rly about 16,250 pounds of raw 
silk . . The centre of' the Khorassan ilk-trade are abzevar an'd . . 
Nishapftr, - places lyino- in thirtf-six degre s nort11atitude and, . ' 

three thousand and four thou and fe t above the level of the 
' sea, on the northern confines of the lower salt de ert of central 
Persia. ' The Khora an silk is g nerally good, and is rolled ,n 
skeins of thirty to thirty-'One inche in leno-th. It i purchas d 
at pre ent at Sabze aI', at the rate of fiv to fomt n toman 1 

per hnhmann of. thirteen pounq.. ' N one of the Khora an ilk 
now reaches Teheran. ' A mall quantity is nt to Y zd and 
Ka Ml1; so~e is bought ' by Ru sian traders, but roo t of it 
is u ed for home manui'acture in pie e-goJd . More recently . . . 
many of the silk-grower of Per ia have taken to~opium grow-
lllg; hence th great falling oft' in the ilk production . of that 

1 A tomuu is eq~al at preseut to 1.60 n~ted tate currency. 
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• 
eli trict. It i but a few years ago that Khorassfi.n produced. 

( 

forty thou and pound of ilk per atlnum. 
The silk p duct of 'the Caspian provinne' i generall~ ~ivided 

into that of • "n and of Mazanderfi.n, the latter also in luding the 
product of ~strabad. The Gilan silk is the, be t .wpich Persia 
produce. On acc lIDt of a disease of the silk-worms·the pr<?quct 
for thirteen or fourteen years has been comparatively slight; . , 
.the last two '1 ar , however, have shown a. . deci.ded ~mprov:e-
ment. The product of .1 8 5 amounted to about even thousand 
bundle of shahman~s, eq~al to si;xty-five poun each . . i 
bundle weighing ixty-five pounds at Rescht weighs when it~ 
reaches Teheran only 61.75 pound . This 10 s of weight ari e . 
from the fact that in the humid climate of Gilan the silk absorbs ' 
dampnes ', while it loses its (moistu;-e in 'the dry atmosphere of ' 

Teheran. The tot)11 product of raw silk which enter~d trade 
from Qilan in 1 82 was 432,250 pounds. It is ron~d in skeins 

l • 

of twenty to twenty-one inches in length, and is sold at Rescht 
and· Lahijan, Fumen, and other towns of Gilan, a~ the rate , (If 
twelve to fourteen taman" per shahmann. ' 

• 

The Gilan silk is occasl(lnally mixed with Shirwan si1k .~rom ' 

the Caucasus, and then , sent to T eheran. A large part of the 
ilk of Gilan is manufactured into

C 
sewing- ilk at Rescht, and 

elsewhere in Per i,a into triro.rriings, laces, fringes, cord~, and 
imilar stuffs. Thi i al1ed Alangbaridee silk. The , . wing

silk, when ready' for use and dyed of • different color; ' ost ,at 
Rescht sixteen to eighteen krans p~r pound, - :eq 'vaient to 

2.56 10 2.72. Only the be t silk, valued 'at fourteen tornfi.n's 
per thirteen pounds, i used for the purp0:5e, - about fifty per 
cent of the original p,rice being thu added for the labor of 
cleansing, dyeing, t* isting, and packing. About twe~ty thou-

. < 

and pounds ,?f silk are annually converted .into sewing-silk. 
The finest quality . of ,Gilan ilk is produced in the neighbor
hood of ~ahijan, particularly. in several yillages belonging t.o 
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, Mirza Mobarmn d Alee Khan, who has been able to command 
for portion of hi exceptionally fine ilk th t:;um of thr to

man' - . equal to $4.80 - per pound; , The silk product of 
ila.n can be greatly · increased; the greater part of it g 'es 

to Ru ia. . ,. " 

~ll ilk product of the adjoining ' province of Mazanderan 
amount ' to about thirty-five thou and. pound per annum. Thi 
,silk i only of · medium qual;ty, rarely costing mol' than t n 
toman per measure containing ' thirt n pound. It i sold in 
~aO's w ighing Rixty-five or eventy-eight pound each. ~ut little 

' of the Mazanderan ~ilk is e~'ported to Rus ia, and that is gener- ' 
ally improved by an addition f Gilan ilk. Some of it goes to 

. Ka han and , Ispahan by ~ay nof Teh ran; there it is combin d 
with that. of Ka han a:nd Y ezd, a~d manufactur d into curtains .. 
and similar textile fabrics. 'J'h centre of the Mazanderan silk-
trade i Barfuro h. This branch of Persian silk is su ceptible 

, . 
of large development. The silk produM of the centI' 1 di t1'ict 
of P r ia, amounts to about -thirteen thou . and pounds per aURum. 
This silk is the poore t in qnality, and has n vel' been export d, 
being u d altogether for .home manufacture. 13l1t the amount 
now raised could hardly be inCIta d, ,a th great scarcity of 
water exi tiDg in Lhe e district inteIfer~s with the culture f 
the mulberry plantations. , 

, Tb ' ~ilk of the northwest province of AzerbaIjan amount. 
to about 32,500 pounds- p r annum, and is raj ed in the 10w

. lying region of that 'distt-jct. I am' informed that, the highest 
altitude at whic1). silk- worm thrive in Per, ia i 6,500 £ et abov 
the sea ] e~ J. Nearly all the Az rba,~jan product is export d 

• to Ru. ia, and i of inferior quality. . 
In umming up the re ults of the abo+e facts, wl find' that 

the average pr~duct of raw ilk in Pe; m no~ amol'mh, to 
608,000 pound, of which fifteen p . I' cent is retained in tlie 

" 

country for' h me IDa:nufactures. 
.. 
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It i but ju t t add, tllat, f r vnri 

an in linatioll £ l' V ral year to gi 
tur in P r ia and more to the I'm in of opium, ultera
ti hich have gradually nt I' dint 'th packaO' of opium 
PI' pared for export having, howevei', somewhat checked· the 
d mand for Per ian opium, effort i aO'ain turning in the direc
tion of ilk. culture, which only need encou "aO'em ,nt to a su,me 
proporti DS larger than for many year. 

The carpet-trade of P ersia is carcely Ie s impOl:tant than 
the ilk-trade, It leading features are doubtl,e 0 widely' 
known, owinrr to the fact that 0 'many Per ian . run's have ' 
r a hed foreign market for centl)rie pa t, that I , shall o'nt~nt 

my. elf h ~'e with citing a few
r 
of the cruel point relating tl) the 

ubject. . 

Th~re i nothing so indefinite a describing a :Per ian ruO'l 
imply a Per ian, becau~e there are twenty-five or th'irt kinelR 

of carpet that come "Lilld r that head, each entirely di tinct 
from t11:e other ; nnG- unl s the p cific name is given, it is 
'impo ibl,e to tell what ort of a rug or carpet i meant, ~t may 
be tated in general that the texture of Persian arpets i more 
clo than that of T rki h carpet, (which have a long nap and 
are thi ker. Per ian ruO' are all made by hand, wjth ut a in
gle xc ption; they are tretched on frame ,a one would make 
a ampler, and all the m~mber of a fam1ly work on them; a pat~ 
tern pre cribed for that p rticular carpet is be£ fe them; which 
they £ 11 ow 'with more or 1 pr ci ion, acc rdi1'l;O" a th ir fancy 
uit ·hem. , ' a rule, ousiderable licen e is 'allow d for the 

ex-pl~ . ion of individual t te in W rkmO' out th 'e patt rn ; no 
two arpeis are there ore exactly alike; a~d the owner of an old 
P r ian rug may be<' rea onahly ure that while he may find 

1 Thl' word "rug' is u ad in this coun(l(ltion for ;\11 P rsian carp ts, whether large 
or sroali; ber-anse, whntever be the size uf Persian rugs, tl ey all have the quality of lying 
fiat without th" aid f tacks, which European carpets require. 
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other rugs re em bling his, not one that i ab olutely identical 
exi t. rrhi~ quality O'ive them a value imilar to that po e -ed' 

'by an ~il '1 ainting. 

nut pai'allel with thi peculiarity of Per ian ruO' exists 

another t4a,t i almost as trange; I allude to the fact that 
each carpet di trict of Per 'ia pre ents certain general fe ture . 
in the de iO'll and texture or material of it rugs, diff, iing 

from tho e of every other di trict; .and thus an expert can gen
erally t 11 at a glance where a P er ian ' rug wa made. An 
~xception to th 'se -observatio~'s exists in the ca e of \lie rugs 

' BOW manufactured by the Me srs. Ziegler & Co., who have 
introduced a new· method of turning out Persian carpets: by 

.' malring advances to ;th W'ofkme,n in ultanaM,d they keep 
them teadily employed; but . ne ' con~ition is that they hall 

not give rein to their individual ta te, but like machines th y 

shall continually l' produce '*e desigl!s which are found to m et 
the prevailing fashion . in Europe, It this process were to 01"
tain to any xtent in P er 'ia, it ~ould ruin the trade; for there 
is no quo tion that spontau ity and individuality are two of the . 
mo t important qualities of oriental art. The modern deterio
ration Of J apane e art i due to trle application on a lal'O'e . cale . 

• f what the Zieglers are attempting in r gard to Persian rug. 

Emopean dealers may profit by it for a: while, .but the result 
in the end will be like ~he penny-wi e and pound-fooli -h <;lper-
a.tion of killiu O' the t:>0o ~ that lays the golden eO't:> ' _ 

The Per i~n rug made at the p:esent time, independently 
of tho Zieglers' supervi ion, do not y.et se m to show any dete

.rioration in. quality, but tllere is a manife t tendency towar!1 
patt0l'11 l' ". large and bold than those £, rmerly de ignea. 
rrhi would eem to indicate les arti tic feJIinO'; but i~ 'matt I' . , . . 
of taste it is dano-erou to form positive con ·lusion. 1'here 
w~s r ason to apprehend at one time that the introductio'n of 

aniline dyes w uld ruin the entire carpet-tr< de or' Persia, aUll • 
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in fa t all h r nobl t xtil fabri . But the Persia.n Govern

"ment aw at an arly day" t.h . p :il th· t lay in e~lors so fatal 

to all true a:rti tic etfo'rt; and trhlO' ntly forbade the aqmi ion " 

of ani 'n dye into ' the ountry" It eem traue that pro
ce should be 10 t f~r produ ing articles by a peor 1 w bo 
actually continue to manufac'ture without interruption the very 

obj ct into whi h the e proces es enter. et we r p ated1y find 
u hal' u~t 0 eurring in the history of civilization\ There , 

never h~s been a time, for ao-e / when the Persian have n t 

been m~nufacturing rug, dminO' all which perioJ th have 
" 

been 'producin . their o'~n dye ; and y t within for or fifty 
year th ~cret of making the superb llue color which 'w -' 
t ingui h the fin t examples' ofcold Per ian tile , illuminated ' 

c , 
manu cripts, and rugs ha fallen into disu e, and no one now 
eem 'able to reproduce it. 

Th most important cla se of 'P r ian -rug are tho e of , . 
F eraghan, K erman hah~ 'Kerman, Shiraz, Khorassitn, and Kur-
di tan; to which may be added tho e of Turki tan, mi tak
nly called B khara rug by Amei .. icans. Although the Turk -

mans , have be n drao-ged into the Ru ian net recently, it 
i.. not 1 ng I ince they o.wed :5: quasi all giance to P ersia, and 

~ 

mQ~'t of the Turkom 'n rugs reached .foreiO'n marE :ets through 
that conn try. In my opinion they are the fin e t mall rug 
ever mad ; their durability i ph nom nal; the dull, ri h color 

h~~e the 'qualiti s of a~ old Dutch pa"inting, and 0'1" 'v richer 
with tim , fillino- th eye ~ith ev r-increa ing d Ii ht a they 
gradually ' a ull,e ' a p ach.,.bloom, and t~1e tcxt~· , clo e a that 

of ve!v t, becom oft a fill' with tht- touch of time. . But· be-
. ' .. 

war of the Turk man rug whi h are made to-day· te t 'them 
1 ' • 

carefully befo~e buyi?g, fOl~ the rrurkoman, now that he" j under 
• 

1 Ther i reason to beliey ,that in iz and magnmc nee the P r inn rug prodllced 
in th.e Achae~enid , anrl • assas nid p rinds excell d any rllgs of recent times, whether of 
Persla or lndm, 
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the, Ru sian rule; can u e aniline dye at wiIr; and for thi rea on 

n~t only are the color Ie durable, but the patte~l1 of these n.ew 

rugs ar~ liable to be less ubtile and harmoniou " , ' 

The rug of Kurclistan are generally di tinO'uished py an 

open rathoo: than close texture, re embling in ' thil;J ' i'e pect 
crochet-woi,k. It is due to thi that these rugs have the quality 
of bing identi 'al on both sides; thei'J' color are vivid, but 

, finely contrasted, and orne of them hav.e the sh en and oft
ness of ilk. A rug that i, altogether th~ rever , e of tlli is 
a sort made chiefly in the south, of which the peculiat1tie a1' 

thickne ,great density of texture, and the u e f camel' -hair, 
, 'which forms the ground of c lor, and i 1 ft in it natural tate, 
'- ,being a soft buff' gray. 

• 
Th 1'e is one kind of rug m,ade in P er ia which never leav ' 

that country, owing to it great wein'ht and bulk; I ref r to the 
carpets of felt, called namads . . The be tones a·re made 'at Yezd . . ' 

and Ispahan, - the former being distincruished by a prevailing 
'brown tonA, and the latter by a mouse-O'J'ay tint. Th namad 

, is IJlade by heaping a luw trench with hair, and beating th m 
flat with mallets until even with th~ eucre of the t~'ench; thi 
compres'sed mas i than wet, a~d turned and l' turned and • 

• beaten 'Until it as urnes a d n e, ,compact textur. A pI' ,tty 
design of colored threads ' beaten i'n on the upper ide reli es 
the :monotony of the general 'tint. These namads have con id-
rable durability, althoflgh unless car fully watch d th yare' 

' ea Uy eaten 'by moths; but they to~m the most , comfo1'tabl 
'carpElt I have . en, and aJ.'e admirably adapted to bedroom 

, or libraries. ' one ' walk 4U 'them in h a.vy boots with _ a little 

n~i e a the stealthy tread of a lion' cu hioned foot on th 
sand of Africa. rrhey are made om t~s ' of enormou iz . 

. ~ have een one that was 'ighty feet 10nO' and nfty feet wide 
in a single pi c ; it wa brought fr 11?- Ispah~n on the baek , 
of ten mule. Like. all Per ian, carpets of iz, the lar!)' st 



PERSIA AND TIIE PEn IANS. 

pecimen of namads are, as I have in another place explained, in
variably made' to order, m,ea ill' d 'to fit the apartment fQr which 
they are intended. Another spe ies of Persian .1,uO' w~lic~ rarely 
reach s Europe is the ghill ?m; it is a long, narrow, thin rug, 
richly co~re~ with a general uniformity of p~ttern, aJ1d i made 
wholly or partly of cotton'; t~e ~o]ors are imperishable, and the 
rug can be wa hed like ~ pie'ce of calico. The, e ghilleem are 
very handsQ e, and can be put to almost any s rvice. 

It i diffi. ' ult to give exact data of the value Q 'the Persian 
carpet-t&;ade, Certain prices per square yard arE' noted from 
ti~e .to time ~s, ruling in .the markets; but th "lae i that such, 
things a exact prices do nat exist in Per '. man and' hi 

. family make a ,arpet on speculatiGn; and] they are greatly in " 
, r 

need of money;, they sell it for whatevel' it will bring-, In like 
manner the ' dealer in the bazaars retails his rugs at every price, 
strikinO' an average of profit and 10 at the ' en<t ' of the year, 
The foreign buyer who m~kes abu, iness of purcha ing Pe~'sian 
rugs may in the arne way strik~ an average of , prices from 
year to year; but sometimes he picks up a rug at a price ' far 
below the avera:ge, and at another time he may pay far above 

.the average for some rug of lfnu ual rarity ~nd excellence. To 
, C ' 

talk, therefore, of ·the ruling; pri es of rugs per square yard at 
Teheran is difficult, not to say absurd. 

Befor~ leaving ~his subject, it is p~oper to allude t'o the so
called silk rugs of Persia. They are tare, and of COUl' every 
,costly, - of small size, and use!i for draperies ratber than 
carpets; this, in fact" may be said of all the tiner quaHtie of 
the smali-sized Per 'ian rugs. The finest silk rug I have eeil . 

( r-
wa the ' one spread bef9re the famous peacock throne in the 
audience-hall of th~ Shah, inwoven with p arls. . . 

~ 

Another very i,mportant industry of' P~rsia, is. that of embroi
dery. Although 'in former ages the deft , needlework of the 
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Per ian women exceed d in skill and arti tic merit that of the 
pl:e ent day, yet it mu t be admitt d tQ.3,t work of exti<aordinary. 

beauty V; till produced th re, a ha' already been de cribed in 
I 

hal ter XI. v 

f wov~n tuffi, P l' ia manufactur it larg . vari y, all of 
our ' made with hand-10m . 'rhe e tuffs are of tton, of 
ilk, ' and' f wo~l; they all pos 'e one quality ' in common, which 

annot be said of all EUl~ pean manufactUl'e , - dUl'ability. It '. 
would ~ a tediou and omewhat difficult ta k to und rtake a 
de . ription of tb e t xtile 'manufacture of ersi~, e p~iaJly if 

unacc ~panied with i,nu trations and diagr~ms; . but we ml 
allud to the richnes of th (;o]ors u ed, - which are invariably 

'Per ian, and being generally octra~t d from vegetable are per
man nt, - and to th~ very b~autiful print of I paJlan, whi·h 
ar tamp d entirely by ha~d: 

Another prominent manufa~ture ~f ·Persia, in which she at 

,ne time excelled,. j the tanning of leather. The famous leather 
call d "Ru ia," which is in sl1ch repute for book-binding, was' 
fiT t niad in 'P er ia; and the Ru. sian, who obtained the s cret 

fr m that country, have n v r ' b~en able to qual tIlc extr m • . . 
£,nen of orne ~f the maroon leather which are found on the 
book- overs of P ersian 'manu cript made c ntUI1 , ago. T~ 
P l' ~an have a tradition that they could' reach th be t I' ult 
in th making of ' this I ::tth r only by can'yin IY the hide to th 
top of the mountain, and leaving 'them ther to be truck by 
lightning. Thi ill Y opinion imply meaI) that th re wa 
a m ·stery, or ecret, in tJte tanning of this leather which they . .' 
cho t 'a cribe to orne up rnatural pow r, in order to vad 
in tigation and di c v~ry. ouie year !ago, a Ru ian mer-
hant agreed to furni h. an EUIYlj h hou' e with a lru;g supply 

of ~us ia leatl er. It aftel'wards tran pil·ed. that h had. procured 
it at a low priCf.l in Persia . . . 

• 
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The vegetable produ t" of Per ia do . not differ vel' ess~l
tially from those of the adjacen ('ountri ~ of Turkey and Arabia .. 
But in a few' cas s these fi'uits attain ' c 'cepti(Jnal xc 11 nee in 

Per ia. f these are the pomeg~'anat , consid I' d in that coun
tr to ha e anti-£ brile properties; the sugar-melon, ij. specieR of 
mu k-m Ion peculiar to Pel' ia, with a whit, close-gr.ained pulp, 
very weet but somewhat fiavo:l.'!e, s, yet hig'hly .~rized and ulti
vated with the gr ate t care, with the dung of pigeon kept for 
thi purpose; ' and the apricot and nectarin~, which are dried and 
export g.. in iarge quantiti . The peach is indige OllS in Per la, 
but I hav ' en none there qual to tho e in Am ·ica. Mier 
the pomegranate, the fruit which most ne'arly reaches perfectioh 
in that country is the quince'; it i.s not only very large, but has ' 

r . 
a fiavOl: and fragrance equalled . nowhere else. The fig, the 
appl , the date, the orange, the pear, and the grape of P er ia 
are imilal' in kind and quality to those of T~rke ,the fig being 
perhaps inferior; but the grape are abundant, and be ides fur
ni hing a staple artide of diet for the p ople, both fre h and dried, 
they afford s veral excellent varietie ' of wine. 

The wine of Persia :;J,re r d and white; the .former has a 
• body and flavor re embling lSurgundy, and is grown chiefly in 

( 

the north of Persia. The De t white wine are tllose of hiraz 
a?d Ramadan; each has' a di tinct and deliciou ~ flavor and 
b uquet of its own. -The e, wines are made by the Armenians 
and Jew, for the Faithful are forbidden either to . drink or to 
make wine. They have ways of e,'ading tlle ' former prohibi
ti n i but the latter . ordinance is m~re difficult;, of evasion, and 
practically carries with it the pl:ohibit' on f commerce in wines, 

( 

- yet this difficulty might easily be overcome by a little quiet 
diplomacy, as I hay (good re.ason for believing. But the'manu-

C • • 

facture of Pel( ian wine leaves much to be de ired. I am con-
vinced, however, that ,.if EU~'opean ' experts,' taking advantage of 

'I 

the low cost of labor in Per ia, should gc;. to that country and 
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seriou ly enter into the task of preparing ana exporting Per ian 
wines, the result woulu be of the greatest benefit to the world at 
the pref\ent time, - t1;1 vine 'of France' being diseas d, and the 
French grower forced each year to import wine from el ewh re, 
or, what i .WOl' e, to fio'od the market with a pm'ious' iirticle. 

The ugar-cane gr ~\rs finely in the Caspian provinces, but no 
systematic and scientific attempts have been employed to make 
it profitably productive. 

Arboriculture in Persia has n vel' reacheq. the de.gree. of skill 
shown in European c()untri~. Some attention ha b n given 
to the improvement of ·fruit-trees, and ext n. ive or -hard, ar 

. generally found in the neighhorh~od of the cities and in out,
of-the:"way,' well-watered nook 'among the mountains. The 
Persian have a cu tom of gra_fting the ~lm in uch a way a to 
produce a tree with foliage as round and dense as a velvet ball; 

• 
the hade is very dark, but the form of the tree , is too artificial. 
r~hey also train rose-bushe into th~ shape of tr es, -the rose, bjr 

. the way, being very abundant in Persia, although the varieties 
ultivated are 'not numerous. Vast groves of walnut are grown 

ill' the n~rth of Persia, the nut torming an important article of • 
• export. In 'the southw' st larg tracts of the country ·are cov red 

·witI-i· dense groves of dwarf-oak. But everOTeens do not seem to 
, '-.,.. . -

take kindly to Persia; they cel.'tainly dq hot appear to be indi-
genous in the north of thht country . . The magnificent primeval 

• fore t which I saw in the provinces 'of Gilun and Mazand ran, 
clothing the lQpes and the plaiD , are compo ed entirely of 
deciduous t 'ee ,- chiefly. the elm, th plane, the 'Walnut, the ,. 
pom(;granate, the oak, the locust, and the ~1Ulbel'l'Y: Til box- ' 
wood tree i found in tpe northern provin~ , and the wood. ha 
been exported fol' many year int9 Russia, the ' anl1ual yield 
being farmed by a Greek; but the supply seem' now to be 
nearly exhaustetl . 

• 
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'rhe ~re that one ~ees most commonly in Persia. and 'learns 

to ass~ciate with almost every land cap of' that romantic coun

try are the poplar' and the plan~-tre , which are cultivtt'ted .for 

the wood, and in Persia serve ,for' building purpose j a. d es the 

pine in the United tate. The natural f01:m of the"plGme-tree, 
or ycamore (which Persians call the chenar), i preading.; but 
in order to obtai~ long tiniber available for hou e-buDding the 

Per. ian often plant them in dense rows close together, and lop J 

off the branche while they are young, which gi' es the tree 
a tali, elend r form. On page , 26 additiona~ facts may: be 

learned regardino- t~e chenar of P rl'jia. 

, It may ~ound ·trange to t~~l~ of the fi herjes of Persia; a she ' 
i a eountry not only witl~out a navy; but owning nly a, few 
mall coa tel'S in the Persian G . to repre ent a merca;nti~e ma

rine. Throug·h the exactions f Ru ia, Per ia is not even p r-, , 

mitted to fly her flag on the Caspi~n Sea; .which, considering her 
weakne . in all maritime matter, eems like adding insult t? 
injury. Notwith tanding th se fact, the Per ian fisher~es on the 
outhern bore of the Caspian are important. They are .farmed 

{l?y an Armenian named Eliancofi', ~yho ha accumulated an im-
ense fortune out of the salmon and sturo-eon he has caught at 

the mouth of the Persian rivers and e ported to Rus ia . . . alt , 
forms another important article of P rsian omrnerc, exte~si v 

mine of this mineral being found in various parts of the ' . . . . 
country. 

It is evident from the foregoing ob ervations that
r 

Persia is a 
• l .. ' 

country of large n~tural resources. Although . she is fa~ , from 
a~ailing h rself of h~lr advantages, th:e c~)Untry cannot bA called 

poor. "All things ar relative; th,e wages may be low, but if 
th laboring cla Se succeed in laying by something, if the upper 
classes sncQ ad in accumulating fortune , . if the Government is 

, 
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~ithout a debt, if the Court is' aple to maintain 'a .respe?table 
d~gl'ee of spectac~lar splendor, and if the Lab reserves s~me
thing efery year from his ·revenues; it would be a mistake to 
assume that such a country is either entirely impovel'ish!3d or 
depressed becau e, dollar for dollar, its vi'ealth may r;ot b equal 

=---'-.. -..- ._-'. 

A PERSIAN BLACKSMITH. 

, . 

of the Great Powers. While the . progre s of 
Persia may to u se~m iow, yet she does/prpgres ; an~d tbi i8 
very much in her favor, if one con iders that "for thousands 
of years she has had no ' appreciable infu ion of fre h blood to 
stimulate her en,3rgi.es, -like th~ emigratioit of .Germans to 
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Ru ia, of the Moor ,to pain, or of the Huguenots to England. 
Per ian commerce i al 0 adopting W tAl:n methods, and ' is 

again on the increa e . .rrhis is partly owing to th fact cth t un
like .. the Turk ' th Per ian are a commer~ial ra?e. 'I.n T -key. 
trade is almo 't entirely in the hands of Greek ; ArmeI?ian , Jew , 
and Franks. In P r ia it i quite the rever e, and there are no 
keen r tradesmen than the g nuine Irane s; their omm'r i,al 
ability is well displayed by the large fortunes aocumula't~d by 
the Parsee traders of Bbmbay, who are Per:sian .. pure and , 
impl. ' . 

It is' difficult to obtain exact stati ,tics regarding the for ign 
trade of Per~ia; but I have been authoritatively informed that 
the import from Europe average eighteen :rp.illions of dollars ' 

, r . 

annually, and are increasing. The question occur" Shall the 
United tates eek a hare of P r ian trade- ~ The Per ians are 

Dot av~r e to om' good '; they already import sevcrf1i hun 'ed 
tho,u and dollar " w~rtb (of om' canned, fruit, ' cottonades, toy', 
cigarette, 'tove , and variou other articles, indirectly through 
Europe, Till indirect importation t nd of COUl'se to incr ase 
the price of these good, and mak~s it easi l' to keep them ou~ 
,of Per ia by the introduction {of chea,per wares from European 
merchant. It is manit stly for o~_c. intere t to stimulate a dir ct 

trade between the two countries. And to bring this about was 

my ~ndeav?-r while .in . Persi~ I t und ,a d~nse ignorance ex
i tin on the part of each people r~garding th l' ourc of tho 
ot} 1',1 hich of-my time cwas therefore devoted to replying to 
nume:rou 1 t l' received from our merchants l~eque ting. infor

mation, and in di seminating. co,mmer~~a] paD?-phiet 'r trade-circu
lar . and every species of informati n about the United Stlttes 

l , ' 

among ,the , P rsian ,~including the hah hims lf~ the proiJ:4.nent 

" 
1. Ks an example f this 19narauce, I may cito the American sausage manufactur!lr 

who was an.riOG3 to open a triJ,de in pork sau ages With the Persians! Oue might as 
well undertake to supply the E quimaux: of the North Pqle with palm-leaf fans, • 

'I. • ., • 
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.officer .of the Empir~, a~d the leading merchants o.f the c.ountry. 
Before leaving Pe~' ia I had' the atisfacti.on of seeing relations 
.e tablislted between the ' t~'ader and manufacturers .of the two 
countries which· only ~eed t<> ' be vigorously followed · up to 
-produce l'@SUltS of' permanent value, ' . . 

One of the prime factor in maintaining a c.ommerce with 
Persia is the contmuance of the United. States Legation at Tehe
l'an, whose duti.e should be executed by men zealous t.o pro
m~te the interests .of ' their country, . Ahd the Ameri at;!. Min~ 

. iter hould be reiilfol'ced in his efforts in this directi.o~ oy the 
.. appointment of full American consuls at Tabreez, Rescht, and 

Bu hire, I have ah'eady alluded, in another chapter, to · the 
: .disgrace that :W.ould.' attach tOo a great government like that of 
the United States w~re it t.o ,aband.on the p~rmanent and 
-gr~wing • c~lony of it,S citizens in P rsia t.o the . pr.o~e tlon of 
-the leO'ati.on .of another P.ower, even though friendly. And I 
~ould l' p~at that it is n.ot Ie ,s impohant' for us to main~ain 
,a full diplomatic and consular service in Persia if we have' 

" ' 

.any serious intention .of .openi~O" a commerce with that ountry. 
'I hi truth is so paten.t, that .only those who are t.oo hort- ighted 

! 

t<) see beyond the immediate- local interests .of th~ir .own. 
, -..c.ounty or tate, or who are ab orbed in the selfish pur 'uit .of 

maintaining the~selv~s in .office to the exclusion of every other 
intere t, can attempt t.o argue the question. 

, Ru sia, although .ostensibly friendly towards the Ui1ited 
'States when h'er intel:ests do not cIa th -with our; is determined 
at every cost, -t.o grasp he trade' of central A ia. However 
fall' be the w<>i'd she sneak at Wa hingt.on, she is. wat?hing 

,the interests <?f the United ~ate in Pel'si~ with jeal.ousy; ~ she 
it; .oppo ed to tlie di eminatio~ 'of progre;ive doctrine in that 
c.ountry by .our mission.aries, h~ving been all' ad $1etected in . , 

. intriguing again t · them; and were ::;he t.o di cover -evidences 
·thclt Americj:ln c.ommerce and enterprise were takin r.o.ot there, 

28 

-
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h would b likel t ruple at no intriO'ue .to Inue our 

manufacture from Pel' ia. This' is not the. plac to pre ent 

my proof .j but I make these . tatements. advi edl .' ngland 
also i inclined to I ok a kance at OUI' trade in tl e" Ea t, . . 
although her friendship .for the .Dnited State i natumlly ' 
much more genuine than that of Russia; ·' at the ~ame time i.t 
is folly for our State Department now to intnist ou' commer
cial intere ts in Per ia to her care, or to that. of any foreign 
official, they having to further natiorial trade interests of 
their 0 n. 

. . 
Germany, in turn, has .recently established diplomatic. i'ela-

tion with Per ia" with . the distinct intention of carrying 9ut 
the new policy of extending. the-tentacles of her' com~lerce ~n . 
all directioll. . It i to be regretted that the new . rman min-
i tel' at Teheran, H 1'1' von Bl'(1Unschweig, has thought proper 

, .' 
to how his lack of friendship for the United tate b repeated. 

~ . . 
efforts to belittle our influence in Persia: In :u:-aking this 
allusion to the' affront officially and gratuitously offel1ed 'by 
Herr ' von BraUD. chweicr in tu~n to every mem~er of the 
United States Legation at Teheran, the author violates no 

«obligation's of o~cial secrecy. TJie facts wete not~)l'ious at 
'1" heran among Per ians as well a Europeans, and were. doubt
Ie s. reported at other diplomatic post '. In calling attention 
to thi matter here the author feels that he is merely acting in 
the li~e' of ·d~ty. If ur Government La demanded the expla
nation and apology it ' co~ld not honorably avoid 'doing, and 
if reparation has been made, it seem 'proper that the fact shOlilJ 
be orne. a public as the affront wl 'ch render .d it necessary, . , 
for a threefold reasoll, - to show that our Departrpent of State 
is not unmindful of 'Ul:·diploroatic statu'S a.bro~d; to empha ize 
at Washingtoh the PQsition of a mini t l' 0 lacking in inter
national comity toward flo friendly power; and to prove to 
our patri~ti& repl'esentatives th~t efforts to uphold the honor 
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and influence of .their country will be appreciated at home as 
,~ell a abroad . 

. Alth~ilgh it is unJikely that Prince von Bismarck distinctly 
dictateu the cou~se followed by Herr von Braun ch~eig, it is 
po.s ibl h~ would n t ,serio.usly deprecate such . action on the 
pru.'t of his diplomatio officials towards a country which he had ' 

. ob" erved adopts a f~reign policy 'Q different from his own. To 
allow uch affronts to pass unnoticed would therefore 1'e ult 
eventually in lowering our influence, thereby ·affecting the po, i-
tion of our naturalized citizens abroad as ~ell as the tension ' 

of our export trade, and in the end also the prosperity' of our 
affai~'s at .home. Home and foreign interests are interdependent, . 

. and .one cannot be neglected with.out it reacting on . the oth r. 

A nervele or vacillatin:g foreign policy must sooner oi' later 
br~ng jis own punishment. Under the circumstallces, any . . ... .. 
attempt to .withdraw or weaken the United tates Legation at 
Teheran would not only. be a nation~l ,-disgrace, but would dis

pel all hopes of e tending our trade , into centr!11 A ia, - a trade . ' 
to , which we have as mllch right as ' any other power. 

My opinion has repeatedly been askeJ concerning the pos- . 

ibility of making,American capit!! available in the construction ' . , . . 
'of railways in P ria. H aving given the question ' some atten- , 

ti ~ I find, that at pre eI:lt the difficulties in t~e way of succe s 
are practically insurmountable. Railways ?an be . built there, 
it is true; but the que t~on is, if built, will they pay ~ ,Uille ' 
there iS,a reasonable prospect of receiving fair 'intere t bn capi
tal inve t d, it!Jis. ab urd t risk the capital ,A through railway 
from Ru Ni or Turkey w(\llld be attended with engine' ring ob-

a 
stacIe and ~orre ponding large cost. If tlJ.e rolling t~c~ and 
rail were importe~ into Persia, the first,' CI st would be further 
increased; while if th~ plant weI' ~tn · made there, 'j1e rna hiI:l ry 
for it wOl,dd require to be tran ported ,at gTeat 0 t ,oy r bigh 
mountains, on mul .. However we look at , it, the . xp n e of ' 
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con truding a ·steam-railway in p . l' ia would be' enormousr , . 
requiring extr~ordinary gU~'antee to in ure . adequate returns. 
But in tead C?f finding in the ituation any promi flf such 
guarant e ,we e rather a p or, widely catter d p opl , who 
would 'not for ag pay,the m~re 'r~nning expen e earn 
railway by local tr~vel and traffic. If there was · ever any hope 
that . a railway to India through 'Per ia, would prove r munera
tiv , that hope i now of no avail since the con truction of the 
Engli h an~ Ru ian. railway, which a:re rapidly converg~n.g

toward . elI rat. Oue through railway t-o India i ' ~ertainly uf
ficient to meet any demand of 1 uropean traveller that may 
occur for many Yflars to come. ,If the projected railroad through 
the Euphrate vaney hould.,.evef' be undertaken, that w,Quld . . . 
present an additional reason foj attempting no uch entA1'I'.Iti::A· 
in Per ia for the pre ent, . although at orne di tant periood ~.~ 
road might be extended to Persia~ , ' 

But as if this were not enough to check enterpri~e 
direction, there rema~ns to fight ~he concession to Baro~ Reutexcr 
If national expediency has led the hah to oppo e the rights 
impr~dently ' conc ded to the B~'on, the fact remains that the 
~once ion is till in full force as r~gard any attempts "of other 
Europeans to lay railway in Persia on their own account. - A 
foreign capitali t, ,other than Bar n Reuter, would .be able . to 

. ,attempt such an enterpri e in Persia only by constructing and 
working it in the name of the hah him elf, who in l' turn for 

, ( " ' 

o tensibly appearing to be the owner of, th .road mu t be 
ur d of a certain annual percent~ge. te m-ra~lways in 

P rsia will not prove . profitable, uI)ti1 the entire p};Llit can b 
ade in that country out of ' native iron melt d by native -

coal. Once onstruc~d, such a . roa~ would in most part~ 'of 
Persia be c nducted with moderate expeIlJ3e, labor being ' cheap, 
and the clima~e u h as 'to cau e littl damage to the road-b d. 

The true way to begin with railways in ,Persia is with two or . 
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tl?ree horse-railroads on the plains of the central plateau, which 
would be sure to y.i ld a rea onable profit, horse being clieap. 
As the .people be~ame accu t.omed to using these road , small 
steam-engin~ mig1,1t be gradlJ.ally · ubstituted for horse. ; and ' 
thus little- 1?y lit~l a sys~em might be established which 
would encourage the con tructlon of l~rger. railway. uch a. 
road would undoubtedly prove very profita.ble between T~heran 
l-tnd the shrine of Shah Abdul Azeem. Eventually it might be 
xtended to . the Shimra.n. A horse-raih'oad eighty miles long" 

from TeHeran to ' Ca been, and another of two hundr~d mile 
to KO.om and I pahaD, wou~d also' prove advantageous and 
undoubtedly profitable. Having ucceeded with the e, steam-

. railways would . co~e in theuo ttll~l. But I cannot advise any 
capitalists to base hopes of profit upon steaIr.1--railways . con

. structed in Persia during the present gen,eration. . 

.. 
. , 

• • • 

• 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE HARR AND THE URF; OR THE LAWS 

. TI E oprinciples of justice, are etl:l;'nal, . an ins~in lve per-
, ception of them is found, in howe dim nary a form, 

among all race and condition 'of men. But a wide a iliff, r
ence exi ts iJ;l. the method of practically applying th<?se prrn~ . ' 
cipl as in the fo]'~ns of wor. -hip by which m n give, outward 

'exp e~ ion to their ~~~mon assent in the exi tence of ,a Supren~"e ' 
B inO': A compaJ'ativ study of. law may thei'efore aI"Proa h in 

. r . . .' 

int 1'e t a comparative view of theol<?gy, .and possess attractions 
even for minds that pr fer the fa cinatiob ' of poesy and fictib:q 
to t}le arid theorems of Papi~lian and Blackstone. 

P ersian law i doubly interesting, because it pre ent. a jngu
lar 'ontra ,t to .the law ',If Chri cten.dgm, and in addition offer an 
opportunity of seeing in actual practice a theoci'atic sy tern such 
a our Puritan fathers endeavor d' to revive, and of which we. 
till . ee mu ty ve tig s in th!3 atterript of w U-meaning but 

often goti tical soi-disant reformers; wbo undertake by ump
'tuary laws,. ba ed on their mterpretations of SC1'jptui-e, to guide 
th evry-dayaets of the individual. In the ov.er-leO'i lation of. 
the present period, and th attempt t 1 ad Tnen .to haven by 
legi 1ative enactmen~s founded on the theorie of fanatics ' and 
goti t in tead of re~ving on the influ nee of precept and exam-. " , 

, " pI, w the same pr ce ,O'oing on which, c~rried to its legiti-
. , 

~ate conelu ion, ha filled the law of Per ia whh absurditie , 
, ~ and with impel'tinent attempt to .inteliere with private acts and 

. ( 
l ( 
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guide the individ~al in matters which concel'n no one but him
u~lf. Were all the ,blatant reformers,who be iege OUI: lecri latures 

with in~nt to eram their opinion down th throats of th om-
I 'munity to succeed in their 'effort, we should ultimat ly arrive 

at the same conditioJ;l I as that in which P rsia n6w finds her
self, - ,0 bound band and foot by numerous pet~y regulations 
that the individual m~ t either disregal'd the greater part and 
thus become a law-breaker, or he must obey them all and re
sig-n his identity and free agency. In, Persia they have pm-hap 
!lot enoug'h so-called reform; but in our eountl'y W JIaye 0 

" much of it that one becomes as wearv of the word a .were the 
. " '. ' 

Athenians of hearing Aristide called the Ju t. ~very one wi,th . 
' us appears t~ consider himself.divipely dele crated to meddle with' 
the bu ine ~ of other p ople, and to mould th(;)i1' characters, hab
its, and p'llrFmits by law accordincr to' his own tl~eOl·ie. We Iiv 
in an age of hobby-hoI' es, the wor t of it being that no one i 
content to ride his ' hobby alone, but attempts to force other t 
ride it with him. ' 

P ersian law lS divided into two d partm nts, the hahr and 
thlP Uli. ,The former is administ~red by the molla~ , or ' prie t8, 

' and is based upon the ~oran. 1~he latter is the ~ ]'< 1 law nd-. 
, . 

ministered by secular judges, who decide ca, ac orqing to 
common- en e and traditions, 01' pl'eced~eut '. orally handed down. 
A the Urf is admini tel' d independ ntlyof the , habr, an in
'crease of its pm,vel's would , crradu'ally 1'0 ult in ' the extin ti<?n of 
the latter. It is undoubtedly the a'im of the G vernlU nt t 
bring ab ut ' U.ctl a ' hang ·, as ODe of the most ill?:portant 'factor 
in pr?moti f, ,th elevati~ of ~er ia ~o the plane of modern 
'progre s; hu't any effort in this direction ~an be pur ued only 
with (J'reat hrewd' e s and caution, for the ~llollahs are naturally 
viol ntly oppo ed t9 any abridgm ,nt' ~f their ' weI': In a 
general way the U rf takes cognizance of c.riminal a ,and 
the Shahr of civil caSes. rrhe ~riminal'is tried befor~ the hak~m, • • 

• 
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or ket-hod~Ji, 1 of a town or villaO'e; in the award of penalties, 
however, h follows ·the rul.e pres rib d ~Y . the Shahr, 0 far 
as they have not pa ed into' de uetune. Sometimes a l'imin~l 
case is appealed directly to ~he governor of the provrnc~, or to 
the hah him elf ; this i e pecially the case if one ~f he partie 
involved i in. any way. connected with ~he Government. ,The. 

hah or the gOY rnor concerns himselflittle ~ith the law 'n nch 
vent, but decide at once, and with a word or a gestui'e decrees 

retribution or reward. , 
BU.t ~though all que tions not of a civil natur~ ar 

'relegated. to the deci ions of the Vrf, it is not 
the judg to a.llow a case to be appeal d to ~he n 't 'is ' 
of pecial difficulty, or when t~e iank p' such as to . 
mak him dread .the consequences of his Any decision 
rendered Py th!3 religious e~pounders of t?e ShaLl' ~ s ace pted 
without demur as final; the sacredness of the Shahr and th 
anctity of t1).ose 'who administer decisions based upon it make 't 

impo ·ible' to di pute ,the decisions of that augu t tribunal. 
0, 

While therefore the Vrf occupies a prominent place in the 
~dministration of justic ,the', hah1' continues by far the mOl'e 
Vnportant legal authority of th~ land; and it is by a study of 

, ,C 

that code and the m thods of admini tering it th,at one can alone 
obtain any correct notio:p. of the administration of ju tice in 
P rsia. . , 

The xpouu'ders and ~dmini trator , f the hab,r are called 
,:Thfollah and ¥u htahea. The hig-he t n:i.ushtahed of all, - , the 
pre ent Chief Justice, 'a - it weI' , of the uprem Court of Per- , 
ia, - i dadO'i Mollah Alee, to whom , aUu ion has been made . , " " , 

on a pi' viou pag. bike all hi predec s or , he must fir t 
,ha e at at th feet ( f th l' at Mushtahed of Kerbellah' near , , 

BaO'dad, who \lwel~ ever ~t the tomb of Ale. Hadgi MoUah 

1 Tho f,)rmer word meaus II ,) learn d mau," heuce I. a. magistrate;" the latter word 
m eans" th gov~rnol' of a 81I1all'towD," 01' of a quarter il'l a. Jal'ge city. ' 
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Alee IS an elderly gentleman of great dignity arid gravity of 
d·eportment. He ~ssumes no ou.~ward pomp, but rather , affects 
a primitive simplicity. Although posses ed of large e 'tates, he 

• I 

makes no attempt at di play. · When he goes abroad he ' is 

moun~ed qn a white' mule and followa,d ~y a single attendant; 
, but the crowd part before him aR though he were a supernatlU'al 
peing. A ,"vord from 'him would hU~'1 the Sl1ah from his thron " 
or be the fiat of doom to every Christian and, foreigner in the 
land. The 'Shah stap.ds in his presence j the soldiers deputed to 
guard . the United tl1tes Legation told me that altho~h sent 

, there for my protection, tb ey would not hesitate to slaughter u' 
,all if so ordered ' by Hadji MoHah' Alee. Happily he who now 

. wields suoh tremendous powel; is a kindly old gentleman, far too . . 
8hr wd to adopt extreme' mea ures, Bnt it can easily be per- ' 
ceived that .no measures of reform "in J;>{ll'sia can. be con iuer d , . 
without taking inw ' account the Chief Mushtah&d 'and the reli-
gi?u8 code of which he is the high expohnder. 

In ordinary cases a decision by the 'infel'ior ,mushtaheds with 
tbeir seal ~ttached is sufficient.; bu't cases of importance mu t be 

, ref~rred to the' Chief Musht}1,hed. The question at issue is, 
brought to his consideration eitlH~' by a statement of thA actual. . . 
facts, or in the form of a supposed ca e. H~ renders ~li deci-
ion, "yith a quot:;ttion from . the Koran., or from the ,voluminous 

commentaries which form the Persian code. This decision is . . . ' . 

usually written by the l·.nushtahed on the margin o.f the paper 
cOJ).taining the q'u!!l tion at i sue, in 4i~ own hand, and ratifiecl by 
his ,; a1. 'l'llat .end the oa e. Although 'of course' attempt to 
bribe or influence the ju~ge are made, ·the Chief Mushtahed, 

Hadji Moilat AI , e at least" may he consi~ered as reasonably 
impartial in his', deci ions. His position is so exalted that he . . . . 
cannot affo.rd tQ eaken it. by . any appearance f cqrruption; 
nor has he anything to fear from the aggrieved party.. It was 
my fbrtune, in conduqt~ng to succes~ful i sue an important and , 
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long-ponding ,case, to have t.o appeal to . the de. ·ision of Hadji 
MolHlh Alee; and I speak with a knowle 1ge 'qf the facts in stat
ing that neither influence not bribe 'could swerv, rum ,from, a 
decision w hi~h in it res Its ,bore hard against l1is own p 6ple. 

The Shahr con i ts of a vast collection of dicta, applying to 
every conceiyable , ituation in life, Like the theocratic code of 
other Mussulman ' it is based on the Koran, but differ from 
them in the fact that it i enlarg d and fortitJed by the opinion 
of the Tvvelve' Holy Imams,-the e I~all1s being con ide red by 
the hej;j,h to be the true caliphs, and th~ir ppinio s ' havinO' 

scarcely ~e s wight than if delivered directly from' tl~e Almi~hty. 
Early in the rise of Mahometani m it was the 'custom of the i8-- ' 
ciple of the Prophet to have ,rec<YUrs to hiPl for explanation r ' 
e~l)ansion of the vague declaration ,of the Koran," Mter p.is 
death these cOrl1mental'ie were generally tl'ansmitte~ orally , 
hnd were called tradition , hec ming in time' very vo uminous, 
o that it wa necessary to reduce and 'codify them, addino' opin

ions regarding tlte mOl;e ob cure enactments: ::gence the author-... 
ityof the Holy Imams. But besides them there wa , between, 
the third and the 'seventh century of' the 'Hegira, a large nurnber 
f commen~ators of th'e lieite( law; a~ong the chi' f of th se 

doctors wa the Sheikh 'Mohamed Ibn Mohamed Ibn, e1 eeman 
Abou Abdallah, ar~d th~ Sheikh Seyed Morteza Abo,ul Kas e~ 
Alee Ibn Alee Ahmed el Housse'inee, surnamed Ibn al-hed~, or 
th "Banner of the Way of , Life." One of th most complete 
and authoritative compilation. of the jurisprudence how in us~ 
m el' ja wa prepared by the Sheikh N' edgeen ed~deen 'Aboul 
IIa em Dja£ r Ibn .Alee Yahyal' sUlIDamed El Mohekik, who 
wa de, cend d from p. long line of doctor of the law. The title 
of. hi, codification i~" cherayet u~ Islam I fi mes an ul hela,l 
vel 'haram," "fhlch, being interpreted mean "Mussulm!tn ordi
nances ,regarding matters pe~'mitted and matters forbid'den." 
It is evi~e~t that they are in error who ' imagine that the 

" ' 
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administratiofi. of justice in Pel:'ia i arbitrary and ' without· the 
forms and principl~s of la v. Her code ma.y diffe; from that of 
other n~tion , but.it is not'less. formal, elctborate, an4 explicit. 

. '1'he code' of Pel' iii is in four part, with numerous subdivi
sions or chapters. The iii'st ~reats of religious rite and duti ~; 
the second, of ~ontracts and ohligations; the third, of matt 1'S 

relating to the. person; and the fourt~ part, of laws relating to 
the cha e, meats and drinks, legal procedUl'e, and the pecifica

tion of penalties b?th,.fro~ a religious and a civil point of view 
Many ,,;m see i~ tho' code a strong re emblance to som.e 'of the 

ordinance of Mo s ; and ~ence it has been as Ul~ d by some 
writers that ¥allOmet wa largely indebted to the Mosaic law 

. for 'the decrees of the Koran... .But thi theory i precluded by .. 
two facts: first, that the entire hi tory of thl1 East shows that 
from .. the earliest period s~lCh laws bav~ regulated the lives of 

t 
men; second, that. the Sheah code is infinitely more voluminous 
'and minut tban the Mo aic. The pl'<:fuability is that both are 
I:luo-gclsted by a corum n source, - CUStOill::; and laws in pract.i e 
lon o' before the ~J'igin ~f the Pentateuch. B~t Mo es p rhap~, 
like,Mahomet, gave them a divjne authority, in order to impr s 
ane~ tJ;te importance of order and law qn a people abol1t to nteI; 
liP?n an in~ependent nation~l existenco. · Mahomet, for a similar 
rea on, crystallized the regulations wfich had long gui'ded th 
Arab into a n'ew form, and emphasiz d their force by caUing 
'them divine . . , . 

Many of the la-ws' of 1;he Shahr m.'e ba ed on ound l' a on, 
.and in theu:. .application ( 1'e not unlik the laws of other coun
tries; SUC1l, for example, ~re many or'th civil laws relatinO': to 
the te:ri~e ~f .l,and, the .law of contract, and the like, althouO'h 
some of them, it mn t be admitted, strike a 'European aE! xtraOl'" 

, , . 
dinary-o Most of them. are founded however u , . actual n ' ds 

and oircumstanc~ 1 and co~ld nO.t well be oth rwise with Ori n
tal. But the laws. r lating to religiou duties ar thoroughly . . . 
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Levitical in c~aracter, arid t11 mdi ances regulating tl~e r latior~ 
of the sexes and th matters of llalties ar f the mo t tr<
ordinary ch{lIacter. One ~eases to ,~ond ,'. at tho r~1l1 1 t fan y 
of the P rsian mind and the c pious variety' of .Pel' ian . vice , 
when h ' l' ads the ~ lahr~ A careful study of it pl'ec pt on 
these subject. makes it ea y to under tand that the. broad lan
guage of th - "Arabi~n Night " c'an offer nothing offen i \Te to 
the ?.riental ta teo Many of the.se 'la s are ' unquotabie in 
thi volume, but a few examples. may be given that will ggest 
a gener~ idea of orne of the fe~tures of the hallr. 

In the part prescribiI,lg religiou ordirian s e read that-2... 

" It' is forbidd n any man to sl1Y 11,1S prayers in the presence of any ' 
woman who, either at hi ' side -ol~ before him, is &.lso prayino-, whether 
praying together wjth him or alone ; and without re ard to the character 
of the woman, whether she 1)e wife or within the forbidden , d9gr e of 
kinship, or a stranger. But the interdiction ceases . if there!>e a ' cu~·tain 

between two individuals of c')pposite sex, 01' ome object which prevent. 
him fl;om seeing hcr, OJ! a distance of. at lea t twelve ,feet, or, finally; if 
the woman is hehind the man at· such a distance that in prostrating her. 
seH she cannot touch hi feet. If the space is in ufficient to suspend ,9. 

curtain or ob erve the legal aistance, the man and the woman shall ay 
their praycrs r.onsecu,tively, prcgedepce being given ,to' the man . . 
(J " One should avoid prayillO' pefore an pen. fire, before-the representa
tion )Jainted or graven of animate objects, or in the stable of horse , 
as eA, or mules; but it is pcnpitted in a sheepfold .... One i forbidden 
to pray in an apartment wherein is a Fire-wor hipper; the pI' sence of a 
Chri tian or a Jew is ullimportant: Onc shpuld avoid havilig an open 
book before him, and hould n pray before an overhanging wall or ill a 
room wher th r iil a pot de cltambre. 

"Who v r is a Mu ulman, sound mind' and of the male sex, has 
th~ right to ummon to prayers in public. To be of age is not indispen-
abl ; it suffice to have reached y.ears of, discretion. TI ~ caller must 
~owe:eI be ')f goo~ hapit , the pos es?or of a ' good voi~ " b.c able tt dis
tmgul h the pI' cnbed ho~rs' and p nods, must be pUl'lfied from alUlD
purity, and give the suml'nons from an e~evat d point. A woman may be 
qualified to' give the summon~ to prayer, but only for women, 

" B:e who i dumb must wag his tongue while mcntally repeating his 
. prayer. 

( 
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"Ths pot where the forehead should touch, (during the genuflections 
of , prayer) hould be on the arne horizontal plane on whicn the feet re 't; 
nevertheless, one may'exeeed this line by the thickness of one brick more 
ot'less. . ' • 

"Whoever stlffers froni tight hoes should take them off before flY
ing hi prayers. 

"Who vel' has offered prayer without cet'tainly rememberin'g tbat he 
has fulfilled every regulation, is obliged to 'repeat the prayer. , 

"If the audience assembl~d at prayer be compo ed exch{ ively 'of 
women, the pray · 1'S may be direc.ted by a woman, or by a h rmaphr dite. 

"He who cannot' properly prollounce the ,vowels shall not I ad the' ' 
"prayer ." 

• 
Such are a few example, of the five hundred and forty-nine 

laws respecting reHgious wor hip. The l:egulations concerning 
"fasting and pilgrirnag s num r n.o le~s tban, one thousand, aud 

, twelv, Good works, and rul s concerning the poor, al 0 take 

up a laro'll part of the Fir t ,DiYision of tIle bahr. Tbe law of 
'sales 'includes six ohundi'ed and twenty-five 'titl in the econd " 
. Di; i ion. '-rhis ' part contain orne v~ry cnriou instmction 

relating to the purchase and ale of "lave. I subjoin a few 
° 

example from t.hi division : ~ 

"It is permissible to ell a piece ot cloth or of land simply by a 0' n: 
eral exhibition of them. to the purchaser, without obliging him Lo make" 
a ~inute inspection. ' N everth~Ie-ss, it is more prudent to ' examine ' and 
touyh the object sold, ,because of the various uses to which it may be put, 
and of the difficulty of obtainIng an ~xact °notion of the object without 
touching, mea uring; or insp' cting it. , . . 

"In case of dispute betw n the partie concerning the condition or 
, a knowledge of the condition of the thin~ sold, ... ,at the moment of 
sale, the purchaser hall be beli ved on hi ol'l.th. But thi point is ' 
~ont sted.· . . 

"Proof b), taste or smell ,. indispensabl when ' the o.bject of sale is 
catabl or amellable . 

. "Articles of suct a nature that ,they cannot be proved without brcak
ing,- suC;h as nuts, melons, or e'l'gs,-may l?e '§old in . norance of the ' 
condition of the contnts; and in the vent of the purchaser finding them 
dufectivc, he has the ~ig~)t to interest and , damages, but not to a r~turn of 
the article .. 
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"The following annot be object of ale: fish caught ~n a .pond or a 
brook entering a- river; . human milk; the hide, the wool, the hail', the 
entrails, and the bones of animal 1t:fore Leing separated from th .body 

. . of the anima!; or the off pring of any iltallion before hirth, - ooen 'when 
th se objects would merely form additional items in th sale of other 
objects. Th~ re-purcha e of an al:ticle before \lelivery is for~i$.d ll~ 

" It is not permitted to sell fruits on the tree before th yare sha. cd, 
that is before the kernel is formed; but when they have rea' t 
state they. may be sold. • 

" After they ar matured, fruits may be old with . witbo the tree. ' 
"It is not permitted to ' sell fruits green in color' [at maturity] before 

1jhey become green. 
" It i recommend d to the purchaser of a slave to. change his name, 

to cause him to eat sweetm ats at the .time, and to offer an aIm. 
". . . One should avoid counting or weighinO' the pUl'cha e-money 

[for a slaye] in presence of a lav~. . 
"'1.'hc specifi atioris of a thing soUl. should be doue in a manner to 

Ieav~ no dOl.lbt in the mind of . the parties; it ·should further' be tated in 
usual term, in order that in ea e.it be contested, the disput can .be . et-
tIed by reference to the dictionary. . . 
, " N either precious stones' nor pearl sball be made the obj ct of a sale 

SI ecifying delivery after a g\ven term, beml.use of the uncertainty that th(; 
ell. r wiD be in po" s 1011 of tpelll at the !3nd of a fixed ,period, and be

cause of the change to which such objects are liable "by reason ·of theft' 
. 'shape and nature." , , . . 

If. the above law were applied 'to the ale of stocks, what a 
( . . 
chanO"e would com ove!' the financfGtl world! 

" The costs of weighi~g a~d measuring 'an article sold s~a:ll be ~barged 
to the vendor. 

" The co ts of counting' and weighing t~e pUl'clia e-money shall bo 
charged to the buyer." 

Thi refers to the fact that coin jn 'the East ha n ver be 
~ill :.d llUtil rec ~tly, allowing of "c1~ping,' wllich 9"J;lliged the 
weighi~g of money. . _ " 

'. ~he costs of brokerage' shall be paid by the party. that gave. the 
order to the brpker." Q 

. Th~ bankruptcy ~nd, mortga;ge laws of the Shahr are suffi
ciently copious, including two "hundred an~ eleven titles. Part-

'. 
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nersllips, rental, farming, le'tters of attorney, wills, and imilar civil 
que tions also have a prominent place in the hahr. There i 
also a s~arate section devoted to th~ regulation of h?r e-racincr 
and game with the bqlW' and the jav~1in . It may appear that 
uch questiqn a sport · ai'e hardly within the province of the 

religious law; but as the sage codifier of the S~ahr ob el've , -

.,. "'Ibere is no doubt that 'the agreements growing out' of tbese oxer
ci es are of a legal. nature, the Prophet having declared that sport i . 
unlawful except with the bow and th ja,elin , and il~ thq races of quad
rupeds w:ith horny feot and unclov n hoof ' , The Imftms have also 
successively repeat d that the angeis bold in xe r~tion vert speci 
of betting, and curse tbose who are addicted to the practicc, with the 
oxc~pti(m ~f waO'e!'s made in the races of quadrupeds with horny boof, 
\Inclovcn, and in trials with the bow and the j:welin, 
, "EI ap8k, that fs tpe horse first i'n, Thl ' horse is the one which 

first reaches the goal, .pa sing the competitors by the nf~ck and houlder , 
orne jurisc;onsults are of the opinion that it is uflicient f~l' the winner 

to pass the others a bead's length to the top of the ear ; but tbe first 
opinion seel1J.s the more reasonable, • 

"It is forbidden to anyone who has begun to surpass his rival [in 
e~er£li 'es at coursing or at .a mark] to sell his ad vantag for any price. 
'l:he object of such exercises, which is to ronder ma.nifest the skill of the 
archer or the runner, would not be O'aillcd if this sort of transaction W re 
tolerated," . 

• . . . 
The ubject of the ~elatio; of the exe, a qu tiop. 'of prime 

importance in the law of -all nation ' . naturally a urnes tran
scendent prominence in the code of an riental peopl , wh .re . 
. woman, altho{lgh living .":1 ecluded ' 11£ 2 i thlj obj C.t c ntrincr 
the tbought 'and attentioD;' of ~ll, . We find, tIt r £, 1'8, . that no 
les than one thou and fnur hundr d and tw lye titles in th . . 
Sbahr are given to the i.l~j t of marriag and divoi: ,b ide. 

. '. ' . the large n mb r d voted to con 'ubin and lave and the rear-
ing of chHdr n. The fir t . ~~tjon begin ; follows:-

. ' . . . . 
" Marria'ge cOllstitutes a 'com~endabl act for tho e PI,;, on ' WilO can

not control thejr ca'rnal desires. As for tho 0 jndiviJual who will' 
8tt-on~ enongh to masLr ~he passions, there, p,re many ,opi iOllS. Never-. ~ 
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thole ,theJ:e' is a g neral aO'l'eem nt 1n recomm nding marriage, for the 
Prophet hath aid,' Marry and e t.'tblish· a family;' 'The most wick d 
among the dead ar the c libate ;' 'After Mahometallism ere is no 

reater ben fit to man than tb posse iOD of ' ul h wife, who 
·plea s his eye, ob y him, and in his ab e ce wa£c s faithfully ov r 
hi honor and hi O'ood.' Oppo inO' opinion ar' found d n tp( celibacy 
of th prophet John the Bapti t, and they who hola it ba e them elve on 
thi. exam pi for proving th superiority of celibacy ovel' matrimollY. 

verth h ,if we con ideI'. that thi superiority is maintain d -by re
liO'ion other than our, and that in our canonical book nO ' recommenda
tion of the ort can be found, it mu t be doubtless admitted in a I ca es 

. that marriage i a comm ndable l!-ct, . 
"He tyh desir s to ontract marriage ·should eek a woman combining 

tj1e following four requi ite : legitimate bil·th, virginity, fruitfulnes : an4 
. cballtity. ne hou1d not be content with beauty or rich s; it i ind ed 
f rbidd n to contract marriage with these poi':lts alone in consideration. 

" Marriag~ should not be con qmmrrled while the m 011 i in the sign' 
f tho carpion; ... nor during an eclip e of -the moon; nor on th day 

of an eclipse of tho un; nor at non-time; nor toward, til end of twi
liO'ht; tJ.or during tbe la t t1;lree days of the month calle el m~Mk, 
during which the moon i bolow tho horizon; nor l:fctAv en dawn and the 
rising of th sun; nor durirlg th .first Hight of ach month, xcepting the 
month of Ramazan; nor during the middle night of the month; nor dur~ 
jng a jOllrn y; . . . nor in a tempe 't, nor during an earthquake. 

(' Th pI' ence of two witn . se in all that relates to mal'riaO'e j not 
an indi pensable condition, and. a man'iag contracted secretly is legal 

C' and valid. (' 
"The ilence of .a maiden, wnen th propo ition of mart'iage is made, 

is qui val nt to consent. 
, The consent of a'widow 01' a divorcee must be audibly pronounced. 
"Any man ,,:hether bond or free, may form as mallY t mporary mar

riaO' s a h chooses. 
" Marriage i forev r forbidden between a husband and the wife who l ., 

having been divorc d and tak n back by the lime husband, has in tho ' 
int'rval un.l rgone three or four other divorces, and contracted marriaO'c 

< 0 
with t\vo di1f ,rent men. . . 

"The ,di olution of marriag by m,utua a'greoment car e a pel:petual 
pl' hibition of their re-lllal'ria.ge. . . 

" If the husband desir 'one of hi . wive to accompany hiPl on a jour-
nC'y, the one who is to go hall be 'select d by. lot. . 

" It i l' commended to the husband to treat all hi wives alike 
in their: rigllts. 

• 
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'( A wife may renoullce her rights in favor of her husband or of the 
other wives. . 

"If a wife renouhces in favor of the other wives, the hu band is 
obliged t8 o.ivide equally among them the time she has renounced . 

. "If a wif has renounoed only in favor of one or the other of his ,viyes, 
the husbandjs bound to give to that one who is designated the time which 
otherwise he would have devoted to the first one. . . 

"The forego~ng dispositions apply equally in case the. renun~iation is 
made by several wiv s to the advantage of one of the others; for x ample , 
if the husband having foul' wives, three of them renounce their rights 
with his con ent, the husband is bound to cohabit only with her in whose 
favor the othe,rs yielded their rights. 

"A wife may at any ti~e retract the renunciatjon she has ~ccorded 
to the husband; but such retraction is only 'effective for the future, not 
being retroactive. 

" The extreme limit allowed for the nui'sing of an infant is fixed ' at 
two years, but one may wean a chitd aMbe nd of the twenty-first montb; 
to l'equce· the· nursing time below that limit, how vel', is to render one's 
8el£ guilty of a gl'ave misdemeanor. . 

"If a mother as~s wages for nul' ing her child, such as would be 
given to anoth l' woman, she shall alway ~ave the preference. . 

"1£ the mother offers to nurse her child gratuitously, the preference' 
sha.ll be awarded to her; but in the event of th moth r asking a wacre1 
ahd another woman offers to Jl urse the baoe free of charge, the husband 

. is free to accept the gratuitous offer; 
, 

The provisions concel:ni~ div.orce are numerou ', 'lnd the • 
. formula arid .conditions ai'e so variOUS as to make it impo ible 

tp give ;:,t. correct idea of the legal stat~fi of th~ que tion in Persia 
by the mere q~otation of a f!3w ' of the many paragraph in the 
code bearing on .the subje<{t. Many of the de.tail and' required 
'C nditions a.re not of a. nature admi!ting of . quota.tion. But jt 

may be tatoo in &eneral tl a.t the following are the chief point 
aD;d formu1a~ to 1 e ob erv(.d in a ;per ian divorce. 

'rhe divorce i pronounced by the husbal}d in the pr sence of 
not 1. ~ than two witnes es, both of whom rqu t be present at'the 
same time; it cannot be of binding £ rce unle F' nounced by 
word of mouth; a ritten bill of' divol'ce is not effectiv!3 except 
in the ~a e of one .who i dumb. " ~rhe hu -band ~u .t invariably 

29 

• 
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use Qne of three verbal formulas in pronouncing a divorce,-. . , 
any ther mode of expre sion, e en if th me~ing is clear, being 
invalid. T1J.e expre sions to be used are Ente talekoon, -0" 11hou 
art divorced; " or, Felanat talekoo-n, -" uch a one is divorced j' " 

or, Hazee talekoon, -" This person is · divorced." T e formula 
must alway b spoken in Arabic. A wife must have kept apart 
from hei· husoand the period of a lunal: month - e the 
divorce eifectiye. If he has b~t one Wifi it i 
for the hu band to pronounce her n lie act of divorce j 
but if Ite has more than one wi£ , tl n -the _name of tJ1e one 
to pe divorced must be prono d ·at the time ; otherwi e, 
the fiat having been uttered, ~hich wife i included in it must 
be decided by lot. The diyorce cannot b pronounced by ' 
a husband und l' ten years of ag.e or of unsound mind. A
woman cannot be divorced except on .the ful£lmerz.t of fiv~ 
conditions· in the marriage, of which the :fir~t i that 'the mar
riage was in all l:e peer.. legal. . A hu band may in ab ence 
divorce a wife by a mandate borne · by a messenger; but no . 
divorce pronounced on the authority of a third party i biJ1J-
ing. If a husband on r flection . retracts the divorce, . stating 
.hat he had no serious intention of epa rating' from his wife, . ( 

the · <livorce is annulled, 

There ar thl'e~ chie~ kinds of divorce, - the divorce by 
virtue of 'which the husband cannot take bacl his wife; tIle 
di'-orce' with this .right in re er~e j an~ the ' tempora~'y divQ "'e, 
made in order to prove "'hether the wi£ i with child by a 
husb nd from whom he was previou ~y divorc./eJ. The mo t . 
important and most common -of the 60nditions ca'.l}sing the ir
l''3vQcable divol'c is when, after the wife has twice been taken 

( . 
back, the 1m band for the third time· prononnc ' the formula 

• G 

of divor e. III the' case' of reserving the r' ht to re-marry her, 

the hu band to the ordinary formula m~ t add -a statement 
affirming tlle re ervation. 

( 
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The temporary marriage is an institution p nliar to Persia, 
and abhorred by all Mahometans elsewhere, The ,heah defend 

it on t!le plea that .it is not forbidden by the Prophet, ~nd is 
tlier fore right, - on 'tlle principle of their law that whatever i, 
not forbi4~en is allowed. It is my opinion t}lat th tempol'al.:y 
marriage is an in tituti011 e tablished prior to the Mahometan con
quest, and i therefore inherited from the old Fil'e-WOl~shippers. . ( . 
This eem to b borne out by the prehi toric tradition regarding 
the temporary marriage of Rus~~m to tile daught l' of th' King 
of emepgan ~hen on a hunting 'excur~ion, tIl r;'sult b.eing th 
birth of Sohrab. A prominent example of the use of the tem
porary marriage at the present d::ty is giv n in the account of 

• 
• the Moayer-ul-Mamol~k related in a previou cha.pter f tIli, . ' 

work. 
Four onditions are. indispen a,ble to the legality of a t~mpo

rary marria.ge, - the contract, the personal 'ondition (to be 
herein,after described), 'the dowry, and ., statement of the period 
for bich the marriage i contracted, ~rhe nbsence Qf any of 
these conditions reduces the marriage to' simple' conpubinage or 
pro. titution. The 'chief point in the cuntr::tct is that it be drawn 

up in legal form before a mol1ah,· by the con ept of both partie .. 
The personal consideration: are DUme1'OU, of which the mo t 
important i that the woman hall profe s, on of the four re-

, . . 
vealed 'religion, - Islami m, Jlldai m, o 111:i tial1ity, or Magian-
i 1)1. The fact that Magi.-anism is included in tl;1ese. four religions 
i8 to my mind' conclusive ' eyidence oi the Zoroa trian origin of 
,this form of marriage. . f through 'elTor a man has contracted 

, . 
such a mar~iag- wi~h a 'Woman not confes ing either of the 
foUl' reli~o - ~, he must insist as a condition that he ab tain 
from ~ine a~d' unclean meats dUl'ing the term of the marl·iage. 
In temporary marriag~ it i advi ed to ' elect a Mu ulman 

woman of pious and cha te dispositi n; b~t if such an arrancre
ment is fOI'med with a· woman of 100 4,3 habits, lle should 

, .. 
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. be obliged to abstain from such life, during- the . term of th~ 

marnaO' . 
The dowr paid by th~, hu 'band is the roost impor nt feature 

( 

in. the temporary marriage. It hould be of a nature that an ~e 
w ighed or measured and minutely d scribed in the co tract; hut 
th all;lount ma,y be of any degree, large·or mall. The husband 
mu t pay' half *e sum -o'r g.oods stipulated . if he disIl?-i ses the 
wife before co~summation of the marriage; after t1 at she is 
entitled to t1?-~ entire amount, ap,d it eannot be witliheld , from 
her. . . . 

c 
The duration of the terp.porary marriaO'e is settled by. al 

agreement, and writt~n in the contract. It may be the frn: tion 
. of a day, or ninety years; it may \lV n antedate the. period wb n . 

r 

the contract is made, if mutually desired.. Numerous other c n-
ditions may b included in the contract, but the a,bov~ are iu
di pen able. An important accompanim~nt Qf sueli a contract 
lie in the condition that woman ma,rried in this fashion cannot 

.. be divorcen. FOl; this reason, although. the temporary marriage 
is chiefly accepted by wbmen of the lower classes, who thus con: 
tribute a ' temporary companionship to men on a Journey, it is 
~nd may be accepted' without d isgrace by women of ra-pk and 
character who de ire to in ure ~o th~mselves permanehe in the 
maJ.'riage relation and security i'egarding their dowry. But 

c . 

neither party to such a marriage can iI.1herit from the other. 
Mter the cessation of the contract the-wife can ent l' into no 
new relation of the sort until the expiration of a. hmar month, 
ill order to prove whether she is with . child br her late 1m - ~ 
band. In·such event she cannot mal'l~ aO'ain for four months 
and ten days. '1,1he father of the child, according tJ custom, al
though not bound by the law, acknowledges the patel1lity..and 
supports the cJllld urltil it is. of age. • 

The penalties for fOl1lication, adultery, sodomy, and similar 
vices ru: very evere, - death in the for~ of lapidation being 

( 
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the roo t common on the repetition of the latter, and for the fir t . 

offence in the case Cli adult6ry. But so many exceptions or po - . 
sibl co~ting ncie are included in the d i i?n of uclt ca es and 
th~ execution of the peJilalty, that a careful following of the law 
would neceilsal'ily result in the escape of most culprits. Another 
reason why laws beal:ing on these vices mu t b mol' or] in
operative in Persia' i found in th general preva] 'nee ot sen. u
ality,\ which naturally makes it difficult to find one who, a the 
Saviour said, " being without sin,' shall ca t the fir t t ne.'; t.ill 
another r ea on lie in the extr me difficulty of pI' cUl~ng the 
proper te timony. The majority of ~a e of thi natur cannot 
be consiJ(jred without 'the te timony of four witne e ; and if 
mly or all of the e are women,tOne.mu t be added to the numb I' 

for each woman. The evidence of women is aJtl)gether xcluded 
in cases cf unnatural vice. It i eviaent that four witnes s to 
a ca e of this S01 .. t must be comparatively rare. In point of fact, 
although it is probable that in ,early 'times the penaltie ~or 

these vice were everely enforced, such is rarely the ca e 
n·ow; the ,facility of divorce makes it carce]y 'nece sary so far 
as regards adu~tery. While I was at Teheran I heard of 'a 
woman and her accoD;lplice ,who ~vel'e condemn d to la.pidation • 

• for adultery; but as I b.~ver learned of the executiQn of the 
senteJ;lce, it i probable that the affail: w~s condoned through 
the influence of friends and the paymen~ of a cert~in um. 
The injurGd .husband nt~de more' ihan u ual stir about the 
matter· in this cas becau e he wa ea, mollah, and hi , pou. e . 
had shown the bad ta t , of prefening to run away with a 
cook ~ staying· at home twith a doctor of the law. 

Notwithstanding the many peculi~r laws and marriage cus
toms of Persi~, an contrary to what one might suppo e, happy 

• and permanent maniage.s are by no means uncomm n; indeed, 
I am prepared to hazard ' the stp,tement that t1:ere is but little 
more misery from tl.1i source th~'e than in mo t Ch1'istian 

• 
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countrie. An important point in the social relations of the P~r-
• sian ,i th grent ntf etion existino between I2~rents ~nd children, 

and· the un"\£orm re pect hown by th latter to th forljIl .: 
The law Of l' C dlU'e include no l.ess than thr e llUlJdred and 

nrn ty-fiy title. In admini tering the Shahr it IS il'~quir d of 

the judge that-
'" 

"He hould be of legal ag sound of mind,' faithful i 
I l?JIli m, of good lif , of leo'itimat birth, well jl].~Jtr1iict;el~ 
mal s.cx. 

of 
th' 

" A judge hould be endowed with a good m 
memory ~s incapable of exer 'ising thi functi.on. 

"Authorities differ a; to the neces~ity, in tlie ca e of a jl1dO'e, of 
knowinrr how to r ad. They w.ho deny the necessity base their opinion 
on the laet that at the commenceI~ent of hi mi ion the PI' phet;. 
although illiterate, governed tHe Mahometan community; but it is 
preferable to grant the n ccs 'ity, becau e ' it is difficult f r any other 
individual than the Prophet to eOl'~duct 'most affairs witho~ a knowl-
edge of writing. e 

" The juqO'e should holdr his itting in a sp~cious and open place, in 
order that access to him may be easy, 

" The lDagi trate should invite men vflrsed in science and law to attenp. 
hi siWnO', and to advi e him in case he i li liNe to fall into error ; for 
w heiL~ consider that only one person is infallible [the ImamJ.t ' 

C • The reo-ulatious concernin~ eY(idence in the Shahr il;tclude 
one hundred and venty-o<ne titl ,of which. it is not worth 
while to quote more tha.:n two or· three extract here :-

"The testimony of a minor w).1o 11a Rot rl'lached , the age of puberty 
cannot be admitted. .... Jurists, however, are not agreed as to the ad
mission of thq' test~mony of pel' ons aged. ten years, in cas,es involvh1o' 
lJ1l1yh' ill end murder. 

'" Th t timony of any per. on in ,a state of in anity or imbec'ilit)' is 
not ndmis ible, by the unanimou opinion c5f jurists. " 

" '1'he testi mony of ny on who d. es not profess the true' faith, even . " 

wh n he i r ecognized a a Mu,s ulman, shall not be admitted agu:inst a 
tru beli~ver, nQr of any other per on; becau e heresy constitutes a pre
snmption of viI life and immorality, invalidating the riO'ht to testify. 

" Il~ ,default of Ml1ssulman ,yjtJ.tesse of good character, the evidence 
of on unb liever may be admittod in the matter of wills. 

( 


