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This volume exceeds the second, numerically, by fifty-siz pages; .
: -ma,d. ,uam-lally, in proportion of, at im,.ong hundregd and !tltty,
Jrom the close pm:m:g adopted at page 249 : a LMW‘*:
which will account for some delay in its publication. Af time”
throughout many countries of Asia, is the chief criterion byPwhich
- distances are -ascertained, the hour of departure from oe stage
and of arrival at another, 18, in general, noticed with minute
accuracy ; and that future travellers may furnish their private
stores accordingly, the principal articles of food at different places,
are particularly mentioned,—some /:tt'cq..s abounding ?@ those ..
which others altogether want. Iz feg '::bpiés‘!lac ? erence'f/
Plate LVI1 (View of the mountains Isfahin) has been
omitted; it should have occugred-%i' p. 41, line 5, afigrythe
“right.” And in p. 500, line 2, after “appearance,” sh
have been a reference to the View of Tosiah, Plate {.XXX.
The Turkish names of places between Kdrs and Scutari are
given from a list obligingly communicated by-Mr. Pisani, chief
Dragoman to the British Embagsy_ at Constantinople.
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Account of Ispahdn or Isfalidn, and of the River Z’cndehr‘d

accordzng to Eastern writers.

)

e - = 2

EFORE I record the transactions which immediately

“followed our arrival at Iy fahdn, or describe any of the
olg*ects noticed there, it seems necessary that I should
exaffine. the information glven by Eastern writers on the
subject of this celebrated city; having previously remarked
! that while, in conformity with, ‘nodern pronuncxanon, the
name throughout my pages generdtly appears Isfahdn (u\u\),
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', " yet it is more proper]y.hpaha'n (le-!), or, according to the
- s\g-‘i.ct'ness- .of m&!?gfap."y’ Asp-ltqrt. Aspahdn. That this
- f  TepiCunds the ancidnt Aspadana, although placedby Puol-

‘ emy, N Persis,"tLi{‘S. VI c. 4, As. tab. 5) can scarcely be
‘ douged: Pf their _lideutity lbe excellent D‘Anvi!le (Geogr.
" Ancl) was convinced ; and his opinion has been adopted by
:\,'be'lﬁ‘ Roclette and Barbié du Bocage(*):

Th\: name written Spahdn (or Sepahdn) thus PAMH) ¢4I
occursthree or four times in the Bundehesh, an extraordinary
Pahlavi composition, of which I was so fortunate as to
procure a well-writen copy from one of the Parsis or Fire-
worshippers at Bombay. M. Anquetil du Perron, who with

~_ i‘otn‘éidcra‘ble in ger.luit.y,aﬁd acfcur:ac y translated the Bundehesh
o French, retrictseits anfiquity to the ‘geventh century ;

although he regards i{ as a compilation formed from Zend

originals, older not onl y ‘thai the Christian era, but probabl y

théln the victories of Alexander(?).

. The aext work, according to chronological order, wherein

I has€ found notice of Isfahan, is the “ Book of Conquests,”

that valuable record quoted (see Vol. 1I, p. 312) as the

L
. () See M. de 1a Rochette’s map “ Indiz Veteris,” &c. which 1 have already noticed
4 with due praise, (Vol 11, p. 174) ; and the Geographical “Analyse,” &e. mbjoineh)y
M. Barbié du Bocage, to the * Examen Critique des Historiens d’Alexand?e® of Baron
de Suinte Croix, (24 edit. Paris, 1804, p. 817).

® <
() “Le mont Rakhtan est dans Sepahan.” See Zenduelh.” Tome. I p. 368;
b ayd p. 393 “ Le Khirei roud a sa :oq’ce dans Sepahan,” &c. See also p. 337 and
L € "p 338, copcerning the antfyuity of the Bundehesh, "
(
l P
. l .. ‘.
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Tdrilch or chronicle of E.m; Aasin of Cifa, who ﬂozlf'i;ht&
in the eighth century, soon after Pgrsxa had ylelded to the
Muselman arms, of which he Bas t;aced the proarek.a‘ﬁd
success. This author descrnbeslspuhdn, Spalum, or lff ahds
(for it is so written in different copies) s furnjshing tw

thousand men, to the army which assemble and -
in the great battle at Nihvend, (or Nuhdvendd aguinst ‘he
forces of Omar the Arabian Khalifah in 641d)

. ‘
About this time, as we learn from TaBr1 Zan historian of
the ninth century), Hurmuza'~,a Persian prince and general,
considered Ispahdn as the head; Pdrs and Kirmdn ﬁxe hands;
and Hamadén and Rai as feet of the empire(*); but Spakdn is s

. e
L

(* On this occasion the Persian®army consisted of one hundred and fifty thousand
men, swvir @ piddah (od\.k D) )\,.a) horseband foot, selected from difierent parts of
the empire, according to Ezn A jseM® mccount, in the following® proportions.  Rgi, |
Semnan, Dimeghin and®the neighbouring places contribu®ed 20,000'men. Hama-
din and Séveh, 10,000. Nuhdvend, 10,000, Kum and Cishin, 20,090. Isjahin, o
20.000, Pdrs and Kirman, 40,000; and Aderbaijan, 30,000. Respecting the name
N;\J I find it accented with fattek on the first syllable, Nahdwend, by Een Rua-
LECA'N who observes that some have accented it with damm, cmmz it Nuhidend ;
and he adds that this was derived from C” Nuhh or Noah, and 6|m|d lu,\ u"mfsmg
an edifice; the city baving been founded 1y Noah, (See Esn Kna’LECA'N in Ay AL
Ka'sin JONELD (anis o il ,.J) The Geographer SA’0EK IsFAHA'NI accentsit .
also Nuhdvend (in his MS Tu/uyw k@au 'M “,l- But the Dict. Burhdn
Kiitea marks the first syllable with kesr, aed derives the name from & nikh equive-
lent to shahr ()@-) a city; and A:,\ /ivend, the jars or vases manufactured there in
g great numbers.  But this Dictionary also notices it as accented Nahdvend and Nuhb- *
** pend, and its derivation from Noah and dvend, signifying a throue or seat,

[ R L-;) W)L 3 ey Q\s ‘ \u’“\ Ob (g\ﬁ.a‘) ‘ l‘ (‘)
Wl 90 NSy So any videst copy of launs Chroan.le the seeond MS. [
for tiamudan seads Aderbiigin (JSA, J:\) .

e Y
; ’ ) * .
N , oo R



; W T 3 o

¢ 4

4 . * ¥EmsiA. : ; [Chap. 18.

C
¢

{

+ egeticed in a former part of Ta ufu"cs chronicle as having been
the comntry of Ka’ VEH (..\S) a celebrated black-smith, to
WROSE amstéucc the mwhty Feripu’s was indebted for his

jthrone, seven 3r eight hundred years before Chiist.  The
e '_ot_ Isfahén oy, Spahdn frequently occurs in the Shah
~Naxeh of Fx\m.& ust; first, I believe, in a line which alludes

tq.KA'wE.'tl,.th'e personage above-mentioned ().
¢

Es~x Hav#ar (in the tenth century) described Isfahdn as
a wealthy and.'ﬁourishing city, remarkable for its fruits, and
manufactories of silk and linen, according to his printed
work, p. ¥69; in this account the Sir al beldan agrees, that
fine MS. copy of his work so often quoted ; and it adds, that

\Wha',n consists of two towns, the first called Yehddiah, the

““ other ;{7 edinah orthe city”(); that they were separated by a
small interval, both baving mesques, and their houses being
constructed of clay: and that “1hig eity is the great mart for
“ Pars, akd Kdahestan, and Khurdsin, and Khtzistan ; and
“the very beautlful and costly garments made here of cotton;
% embrondered ‘scarlet stuffs; and silk, are highly prized and

* sent all over [ rdk, and into Pdrs, and every part of K &hestan

“and Khurdsdan, and the different regions of Islgm. Saffron,

e
- ' oy, e

S S L L 2 X 3

o (&) “Thy father was of Sfikin, a worker in_iron,” .‘f}&&\ & u,\h\a'..o )\ )

T suspect that this line bas ceept into some copies of F1aDaust s work, for it dovs nve

eceur in all) from the poem of his preceptor Ase i, mentioned in Vol, L p. 48, note 68.

SOt e S ke B e g el Wy ()
- o o . e ot



8.5 Jﬁly\ ML) ISPAHA'N.* .

[ ] - . v - a®
L] L]

U
o‘ 5 . 3 S L
9

“also, abounds in this pl'ace and the fruits are ‘much.finers

“ than those produced in any other country; and on gecount
“of their superior flavour ard fvagrance, they fre ex«portod

““throughout Irak; and from lrdl{ to Khiasan tl

‘““ not any spot, except Rai, that _ylelds sonany comfors /

luxuries of hite”(7). /D

-

. i
As the word Yehidi signifies “a Jew”, we migl:t mfer from

the name Yehidiak that this place had formerly been a

w Jewish settlement ; the following extract from the Seir al beldd

will tend to confirm this inference. Having declared Isfahdn
(in the fourth climate) to be one of the most comsiderable
and delightful cities of Persia, excelling more particularly in
the purity of air and fertility of soil, in the beauty, acCom=
plishments and virtues of its ithabitants, (on which*ibjects
some verses are quoted).thc Mauuscript proceeds to state
that < the ancient town.wa! denominated Jez, and is said o
“ have been founded by IscANDER ; it was a place of great

“size, and named Yehidiah having been thus peopled ;

R T e e e 2 2 e S R 2 X

°* 5 .
s bl g cibinges g Sl g s S g bl "a35 Ny ()
E) r«g\,\ \4a\-s wb)ub)\o‘w‘ b w})\b ’ JL: J.\Ag—d'he‘ g,.)tb
3 Sl b WW:UWJ*'?Q“,&: a8l J‘t‘rL“ \ ‘-W
2 e g &l g 5 & g0 oo o ) plal g 51 8
,U«N)‘ d)‘at‘»f ,J.ata‘rﬂdd\,:}a\s\\bm.é.b L&‘
A LU gl o @J*’J;‘)-’ ! ) et ‘f‘“u‘"’ <3
N Abn o 0 Sy ey ey sy el y et b et ) )
(MS. Sir al beldin ). ‘o i M*l kel o

)
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esavhén Baxurvasser led aﬁa;' captive from Jerusalem
“ the-mpost ingenious artlsts, they arrived at the spot where
§- Ig/alzan nbw stands; and 'ﬁndmg that in the qualities of air

Q‘ ahd water it resemblixd their holy city, they chose it for
« their residence and established themselves there”(").

. B 4 :
Some-passages must now be extracted from Hamparrau
Cazvr'NT's description of Isfahdn, and its four hundred de-
pendent villeges, comprised in eight districts, among which
I find mentiorfed as first, the territory of Jei bordering on the
city (4o gx., gy kl;b) This account was written in the
fourteenth century ; when, says our author, Isfalmn was

reckoned by some as belonging to the fourth climate, but

. \-act.;ordmg to the calculation pf longitude and Matitude, men
of science placed it in the third. From the Fortunate
Islands, he adds, its longitudedis 86, 40, and its lati.ﬁlde, from

y the equmocti;al lipe 82, 25. “Orighnmally,” continues the Per-
. sian geographer, ““it consisted of four villages, Karran, Der-i-

74 el ,;,u by 3t \..\J:,Sg_..a U o &g oy (%)
ot Jdl.e.u& & ! Jyasp & Q..»OU S o sodial wep VA oy L.’l‘u
m) t..—-.u\qna\ S .,.;\t’ e u))‘ .lsfu\d U”'“' “g.-du) J&s\-e r) U)—
— ‘,AV. j\u iy M\Mw st s_-..d .';,b, u\» ‘d\ q‘,ﬁjh—“
) NS, Seir al belid. Clim. V). (IL' sl 5 ‘*"J‘ )\'““‘ L"
The reader of my former volumes will probably recoliect that IscaNpei or SECaN- &,
DER is Alexander the Great, and BAKHTNASSER is Nebuchadunezzar. See what ® @ !
l“d]ul' Reanell has ingeniously collécted from various authors teapeumg the Jewish
settlement a1 Lipahin (Geog. of Heradot p 398. The word Jei in Pahlavi Bm

¢ *“pure, or excellent,” and is still added to the names ol tire-worshippers at Bombay,
\ ;nd‘ﬁu‘rl, as DA'RA BaE1, BANRA’MJES, &'o

. '3 .
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“ kdishk, Jubdreh and Deridesht, with certain arable lands. -
wQf those, some part may be ascribed to TaunuraTH the' 7
“ Pishdddian monarch, and some to JEmsuy'p; but tbe
““greater portion to Duv’y-KarNEIN, the ¢ two-horned;’ §
“or Alexander. When Car Kosa'p, first sovertign of the
“ Caidnian dynasty made this place his capital, great mu]tl-.
“tudes of people assembled there ; buildings were crecbed ’
¢ without the villages, which being united by degrees, formed
“atlength a considerable city. Ruk~ ap’povren Haksaw,
“son of Bu'rass, surrounded it (in the tenth century of
¢ Christ) with a rampart, of which the circumference amountg
“to twenty one thousand paces; this was constructed under
““the Zodiacal sign of Sagittarius ; she city is dividel into
“ forty four districts, and has nine gatés ; its clinate is tem-
“.p‘érate both in summer and winter, and the heat is never
“g0 excessive, nor the cold, gsste ampede the businégss of
“any person. Earthquak(;s, rain and lightning’ are herg
«“geldom destructive ; in the earth of this place dead bodies
“decay but slowly ; and it preserves for several years yhat-
“ever grain or other substances may be deposited therein®;

* the plague and paralytick diseases are very rare. The river
“ Zendehrid passes by Isfahdn oh the south-western side, and
" frqm its stream many canals or condults flow through the
- city'there is well-water also at the distance (or depth) of five
“orsix yards, nearly equal in salubrity and pleasant flavour to
- “the water of the river; and whateyer seeds are brought from
~“any other place and sown here, Wil be found, if they should ' «
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¢ not improve, at least not to degenerate, except pomegran-
£ ates; which never thrive at Isfahdn; and even this circum-
« stance demogstrates the excellence of its climate and water,

“ for pomegranate$ flourish wost in an impure air”(’).

Then follow the praises of those fruits for which Efahéan
bas at all tilues been remarkable; the apples, quinces, pears,

apricets, melons, and various others, so celebrated that they

are cxported to India and Asia Minor("). HampArLrAu

PEPLEOOPLEPT T LSOO PP TR EPTROL PSP T OV LTS ST S Teeoted

N b ety sl Sa80y IS el sog a0 e S 0 ()

Dag wisle LAY a5y st pxe y edlada ey ped pdn ds e
2 a8t pae o sl I Y G Jat i e
Gt D38 gt geg 081 10l Wk e Y e
R RT- S L L o N SR E N ST RS Y\ PR [P O e
el il JoSre s 10 a0 &y e oy Jia end
s qh.‘:)_: ,'a;!))‘, o 5 8 ) ‘J.f_;d 45‘ o e b g WSy By
P N 20 Yaye G o) Gl )0 S sl R g o dicle
g 3 alaly Jl win Uy ol ol 500 0y el Y o be Ll e
33936 5e pal o ald Cile 30y radj 02 SRS Ny e o9)leny
‘-!-".L.’ s é-‘f;‘; 292 f S o Ul s e e 0 g
ple i ST i g a a0 Wb Lo o 51wl 5y 0 S5 0y,
SN P u,f*-r<-'-‘")"ﬁ" ek oG \;'\ IRV R W P X4 M 59 I
(MS. Nuzhdt al Cuide. Geogr. scutsche 28 o) o ke sl 0 LN &

("; Among those fruits HAMDALLAH mentions the milchi ( ‘_‘L-) which I dd ot

recollectto have sceu in Persia, nor does he explain the name ; but that it was a hind of
pear, which in the soil of Jefahin scquired a favour peculiarly exquisite, we learn from
the MS. Seir al belid.  The name Rim (r,)] which 1 have translated Asie Minor,
i» sometimes extended to Greeee; but properly signifies (as HAMDALL AR describes it
Mithe seventh chapter of lis Geograpby) the present Turkish empire or western part

§ Asia, baemded by the Eufine und Mediterranean seas, und by an imaginary line from
the borders of Georgia and jrmenia to the extremity of Syria near F.gypt.-
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proceeds to describe the pasture-lands which in a surprising
manner fatten and strengthen cattle; the plains and admira-
ble hunting-grounds abounding in game’ of gvery kind; he
informs us that in the city were many publck édifices; at one
of these (a madrassch or college) in the Gulbdr (\JS) district,
which ®contained the body of Svita’y MunamMmED, ‘the
Seljikian, was preserved a stone weighing about two thouia'nd
mans, brought from India, where it had been csteemeq the
chief idol; and the people of that country offered, but igvain,
to redeem itat any price. He then observes that the inhab-
itants of Isfakdn are fair-complexioned ; notices their reliz
gious sects, the difference of which caused much strife and
contention ; he quotes some epigrammatical verses, and an
Arabian prophecy respecting D i’ (dl>0) the false Messiabs.
or Antichrist, whe, it is said, shall come from the Yehdidh
of Isfahdn, or the Jewish quarjar above-mentioned. - One
district, he says, the Shahristin (L i) called alsd S/mfu'-é-
10w (y &) or the new town, was founded by SECANDER or
Alexander, and rebuilt by Firv’z, the Sasinian king;'a.pd in
the territory of Marbin ( x\) there wasa castle erected by
Taumvrara, and this castle has been denominated Ateshgdh,
(#ast) as Banvav the son of ASEENDYA'R constructed a

Firc-temple within it.

Having enumerated the districts and their respective villa-
ges, (many of which contained, in his time, a thousand houses

or families) the geographer closcsehis account of Isfuhdn by,
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calculating its distance from several other places: and as the
statement appears sufliciently correct and may be useful to

future travellers, I Bave subjoined itin the Appendix.

Es~ Vaurpr, in one copy of his Arabick work, devotes
but a single line to Isfuhan, celebrating the excellence of its
air, soil and water. This line occurs also in my second
“copy; (a fine Manuscript) which has, besides, the following
bricf"account of Isfahan: ““it consists of two towns; one called
“ Yehidiah, the other Shahr banch; and these constitute at
“ present the most flourishing and abundant city of Jebal
‘l‘ (Irdk Ajems or Parthia) and the largest ; here are manu-
“factured embroidered garments of various kinds, silk and
*cotton; saflron grows here in great profgsion, and s sent

*from this place lo other countries”('). |

Amr’y Anumep Ra'zs () seet ), authorof a history of
tlic Persian poets, entitled Haft aklim (aehi} i) OF the “Seven
¢ Climnates,” has illustrated his work with much geographical
maltter, and in the description of Isfahdn borrows from the
Seir al beldcd (or dthar al beldd ), and the Nuzhat al culith many
passages which I have alrcady extracted from*these Manus-
cripts and, therclore, shall not here repeat.  His account then

PLOOPTLETRPUVIBTPVPOPTOITLOITTRIPTETTPLICHLPOIPOOITD “QM¢ L

Wy ailind (oal) y arcsed! bas los) ] DU By el *")
Lo oLisft 5 il palt gl jlb Loy Yo leeh 5 Jhsdl e e
-..?.ﬁ\ﬁh 9‘ Lre Jasy 1085 (MU, Khervaied or Kheridet el ajaied.) 1 have
given Shghrbanch as in the M3, but 'doubt its correctuess,
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procecds to state that eoncerning the foundation of Isfuhdn
there have been many contradictory opinions: several ascri-
bing it to Ispana’n a descendant of Ya’wgr (or Japhet);
whilst others regard it as the work of Is#ama’s son of Sa'm
(ur Shem) the son of Noab; and some have aftirmed ¢hat
Isfuimn is a name formed of words implying “the city of
“horsemen ;" othirs declare that Isfahan s the gc‘l‘)eral
denomination of the whole territory; ““and, adds our u;;thor,
““it 18 mentioned in the Ajuieh al beldin or “ Wonders of
“ Regions” that this city was, at a very early period, styled
“Ychidiah or the Jewish settlement; bc'c‘luw the children gf
“ Isracl uhcn thev fled from Baxnur AL N ASSER, carried
“with them some of the clay or canth from Jerusalem, and
“having wandesl through the world they found that the
“soil of Isfakdn wsembled the carth of their original sacred
“ habitation ; and there they gmected o city and called it
“ Y ehadiah?——*¢ Isfahan is situate on the banks of the rver
¢ Zendehrud, or ag some ex [i!‘ess the name Zaiendchrid ; and
“{from this stream a thousand and one channcls have been
“cat, which supply abundantly with water the cight b¢lifks

“ordistricts”(*). Aumep Ra’zi has not omitted to notice

LR o o D2 2 2 L D o 2 2 & T D D o L L 2l L

JU“-‘M [¥ =S c....q.-.J‘ sJ'u .\;-\1-:};..: )u~'1 ‘ JJ)-. L.f” 1 oK
-U-U't;[ U.U-Nicn Read S ud)a ‘)u['éb‘" s—qa— e du.\..sd)i.‘n rJ[z ..\Jg &.15;:
o YR K il ped 3 —wdgm page 355 W (et )
I—.S}J L..-w-.b, d’- ‘é’-ﬁl Q.QJJJD sb))aé.y)},&_nuu\‘, N‘IO;)—»\S‘ J’)Su\ubf
(MS, Haft Aklim, Climate 1V), 9,8 &l ),
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the antiseptick quality of the earth, the purity of air, and the

exc llent traits of Lsfuhdn; where, he adds, vqnﬁmous creas
tures such as gnakes and scorpions are -seldom discovered ;
he praises the publick buildings; the gardens and baths; and
in conclusfon, quotes a poem of the celebrated Kua'ka’nr,
ektl"avagantly representing that city as a perfect pa;'adise-:
Egy(!:)t (or its capital) as less important than the district of
Jéi; and the far-famed Nile inferior torthe 2endehrdd(®).

Of this river we perceive in the extract above-given that
the name is variously expressed; and I have found it indiffer-
ently written in Manuscripts of equal autharity, Zendehréd,
(or Zindehrid) (s, 5;) which may be translated “ the living
“stream;” and Zdiendehrid (&, +5,);) theri Vgl that bringsforth,
fertilizes or vivifies. These, however, may be variations of
the same name; but ar(:c.qrd{ing to the Seir al beldd, the streamn
which runs by Isfuhdn was entitled  Zarin Rud” or the
“"_Gulden River,” “celebrated for the pleasantness and purity
“of its water; the coarsest thread when washed in that

o (stre'am becomes as soft and fine as silk; and the source is at

SOOOP0o®e MWM“OMOO

(**) L',G?'J‘ r’;-ﬂﬂ Oy 2aif ) (S e From the poem of Kaa'ka'N1 (q'-‘ii'-)
our authnr has extracted but ten distichs; it consists, however, of seventy '""f op
seventy five, according to d:fferent copies of that poet's Dipiw in my collectipr, each
distich ending with the word Sifahén (L._,blu‘.*. Few Persian poets furnish 8o many
local allusions as Kua'ka'N1; he ends every distich of another compusitiou with the
name of Rai (q)". and a2 poem of one hundred distichs (sccording to I}M
scppy) bas the name of Khuréain (\5!s-) in the second line of each,
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“a certain spot called Tebakdn or Betakin”(**). Nearly in
the same manner one copy of Esx Varpi’s Arabick trea-
tise above quated celebrates the Zendehrid ; byt, as | suppose
through some mistake, the name appears Svritten Nahr 2em-
rid, which would signify ¢ the river of emeralds.” *According
to the "MS. ““ it is tamed for its pure and salubrious wafer ;
“in which clothes 6f a rough or coarse texture being wasifed
“are rendered soft as silken garments ; and it issues fr'&m &
* place called Melkan ().

In his account of the Zendriid (for so the MS. one of very
doubtful accuracy, exhibits this name) we learn from Ha'r1z
ABru thatitis a considerable river which pﬂss:.c*; near Isfahan;
“in some books,” says the historian,® the name is urltten
“ Zinehrid, which, way be derived from Zarinehrad or © the
“ golden stream,” an appellation giwn‘because its water was
“deemed so precious that tven a drop of it showld not be
“lost or wasted("®);” he adds, that this river proceeds origin-

ally from the chashmek or tountain of Jdndn (\'s-).

‘O.m“m.“”..vﬁw
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It is traced however by Hamparran (in his Chapter on
thc sulyect of Persian Rivefs) to the “ Kuh 7 Prdek among the
5 mountams of the greater Lur, and to the termory called Jis
« Sarv, the “cvpress stream,” or fountain; having passed
« through Ridibdr a district of Luristan, it proceeds to [irg-
« 24n and Isfehdn, and is at length, after a course of eighi;y
“ farsangs, dissipated or absorbed, at Ravid Sestein in the
L la?id of Gawkhdni”(Y). He notices its names, Zazendehrid
and ‘Zarinrid ; and informs us that according to some
accounts, this river sinks into the ground at Gawkhdni from
?hich it runs subterrancously sixty farsangs, and then rises
again in the province of Kirmdn and flows into the eastern
sea, (3,4 &4 o the eastern part, we may suppose, of the Per-
sian G ult). “Itis re‘:ﬂed » adds he, ““that in fornrer times, a
“ piece of reed, havmé,..beeu marked for.the purpose, was
« thrown into this stream at Gum}.imm, and appeared again in
“'Kzrméu (*®); but the mnuntams, and soil would present
so many natural obstacles in the intermediate space, that
fIAMD&LI.AI[ is induced to (mmdcr this story as not sup-
purted by facts or even by pmb'lblhty Yet in the work
entitled Ayaieb al belddn or “Wonders of Regions;” the descent
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of this river into the Persian Gulf is thus mentioned without
any doubtor comment “The Zendehrid which waters tl;e
“territory of Ti?ahan. 1s remarkable for its pumty and qa.lu-
“brious qualities ; from branches of its stream the gardens

“and villages of that place derive considerable aavantagé
“and it “falls into the sea of Fars”(*).

The Zendehréd appears to have borne, in the ancienttiia-
lects of Persia, denominations totally different, at least in
sound, from any of those above-mentioned ; for the Bunde-
hesh, according to Anquetib du Perron’s translation, (Zendav.
Tome LL. p. 391, 393) styles it the Khréi (or Khret) and the
Mesrega roud, or Mesregantch  The ex ts%me accuracy of that
learned Frenchman is evinced, as usualg by a collation of his
version with the omiginal text. From my Manuscript copy
already mentioned (p. 2) I anney ¢See Misc. Plate) as it ap-
pears written in Paliduvi characters, the passage réspecting
this river; which at present is only known by the name of
Zdiendehrtd or Zendehrid ; the former being by many con-
sidered as more correct, allhoun‘h the latter scemed to me

more generalty used in conversation.

This account might easily bellengtitened by extracts from
other Manuscripts now before me; these, however, would

-
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add but little to our stock of knowledge, as the authors have,
in general, bojrowed not only the matter, but the very words
of those already quoted in this chapter. All the information
respecting the river Zendehriid which I received from various
persons at Isfahdn in answer to my personal inquiries, agreed
so nearly with notices compiled at the same time by Mi‘rza’
MvuuaMMED SA’LEH, (a young and ingenious man of letters
who accompanied our embassy from Shirdz, and has since
visi(tcd England), that in translating a few passages from his
J our'na], obligingly communicated to me by himself, I offer
the result of our joint researches; previously mentioning one
.QCC()Ullt unnoticed by him which traces the strcam to a
“source called Chdrchashmeh (:ais =) or the ¢ Four Foun-
, tains,” situate eightg; or ninety miles-westward of Isfahan.

“The Zendehrtd s a considerable river which rises among
the mountains of Shdmkheh (xs\s) in the Bakhtyari (oss\wis)
tountry; and at the distance of twelve farsangs from those
mountains, there is a certain bridge, the Pul-i-Kelleh(dS ),)
eaccedmgly lofty, although it has- but three arches; and this
is situate in the territory of Char mehdl ( )\as j)\>) or the « Four
¢ Districts,” which, as report states, comprise from two to
three hundred pargannaks («£,,) of villages(**),where the lands
are cultivated by<he Bakhtyaris and people of Chdr Muhbl

> oo

(*) The MS. Dictiomary Johéngiri informs us that pargaunak vignifies a‘territory
from which taxes are levied, -
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.chiefly with wheat and barley and a little rice. After this,
the river waters Linjan (s OF the Li _;ém’.'vt wlled) a'tract
of country containing near ly thirty pargmmahs ot Vludﬂ‘t_s,ﬂlld
about eight thousand inhabitants. Rice ls-hcu, the principal
object of cultivation, but the soil produces also cotton, barley
and wheat, some vetches, lentils, and a sufliciency of pease.
Gardens are very numcrous in the territory ol Linjdn, thrdhgh
which the river 4endchrud passes; and there, hkcmsc,‘ls a
bridge called Pu! i Immﬁn (LS J) of firm t\mknmmlnp
IFrom this to the bridge of Kelleh before-mentioned, is a
distance of six farsangs. The river, after a course of three
farsangs from Pul il argdn, runs under another bridge of grea£
gize, the Pul i Mdarndn () J,) to within l;alf a farsang of
Isfahan, that city which resembles paraa.ise (Ll wia); there,
situatc on it, 1s the L’ul—z ~chehdr-bagh ( iLJL.‘» Jo)y avery st “ong
bridge and truly bcauhiul crecied by "Ait VErpr Kita'y
(o' s =) one of Sy’ H ABBA'S’S (Lwls al4) prmc:pa.l'
servants, About three hundred paces below this there is a
short bridge called Pul-i-chibi ( 42 J;), the occasion of
building which was, that the ¢hannel of the Zendehriid being
here, close to the royal palaces named Haft-dest (s cous)
“and Saadet-abad (o) wsowa), of comgiderable depth, the water
mlght Be more easily conveyed itito thdse edifices, along the
upp&; part of the bridge. Having passed from the Pul-i-
chibi three hundred paces farther, the stream arrives at the
city near the gate of Khdjé (y\2), where a large and very
strong bridge has been constructed ; and this. which is called.
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the Pul-i-Khdji, and the bridge of Chehiérbigh, have each an
upper and lower row of arches. 'T'he river then passes on to
the Pul-i-Shahristdn ( \isgd J,), @ bridge so denominated from
“an extensive village on the castern side of Isfuhdn ; there is
@ emindrell (s)\ie) or steeple, exceedingly high in the Shah-
ristan, and this place affords a moderate crop; different sorts
ot barley, wheat, and other grain; the bridge here is not very
lonitf and has only ten or twelve arches. From this the
river Zendehrid proceeds to the belik (<S\,) or district of
Berdhan (W), where, as the ground presents an elevated
surface, a band (s3s) or dyke has been constructed, to facili-
tate the descent af the stream, and disperse it for the purposes
of irrigation among-the cultivated ficlds; the dyke of which
.we have spoken, is called the band of ALt Ku'tr Kna‘n
(s P e)vand the whole population of B‘e—rakdln, amounts,
as it is supposed, to about one thousand people. 'T'he river
pext flows on to Ridesht (wnssy,); this place comprehends
several villages, and the inhabitants may be reckoned four
thousand, their crops are reasonably abundant; and there
&lso is a dyke, the Dand-{-Merwan ( )y« s); which derives its
name from a person who governed under one of the Abbdsi
Khabifahs. Hence the Zoddehrtid advances to Varzeneh, (&5,)
n the district of Rudesht ; and alittle beyond Varzench, settles
on the earih.” - I must remark that one meaning of Zondeh
(sa35) is ““great;” yet it does not seem applied in this sense to
the river by those poets who often play upon its name. |



CHAPTER XIV

— ]

Residence at 1spahén,

—————

E remained at fspahdn from thé twenty-ninth day of
July until the twenty-first of @ctobher, a space of
twelve weeks, dyrmig which our residence was ip the Royal
Gardens of Saadetdbdd, where Sit Gore and Lady Quseley

occupied the extensive bmldmg called Haft-dest, compns.,-
ing many ranges of apartments('). These, when the former

PEPETLBOCCHIOPPTORVIVDCBASLLRPEB PNV RBVOPESTPOSP PG DTS

(1) Properly seven, for Aaft (u'..-i.ﬁ) siguifies that aumber; and dest or dast (L....-.ud.)
having other meanings, such us the hand, power, &c. serves to express a thing complete
in ite-various parts, us we learn from the MS Dl.t Jrkangm and the Burhin Kditea;
thus yek dest i jimeh (d.o'us w;ﬁ) or yek deat i rafht (= ) wdsy) implies
a perfget suit of clothes or a dress complete from the mandil (Jroie) wrapped round
the W& wt0 the covering of the legs and feet.  Yek dest i silith (ch ;_.....4(.;) a suit
of iron armuunamp'iele from the (.ij) khid, the cap or helmet (in sense and sound
resembling our Eaghsh word **hood”) to the boot; and yek dest i khineh Bls iy
signifies a mansion complete in all its chumbers ux a dwelling house, besides stables, &e.
The Haftdest of Saadetibid is the edifice whicly Le Brun styles **le serrail,” and has.
denineated iu PL 84, “ Voyages,” &o, p, 204, (Amst. 1718},
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kings lived here, formed the Harem or Hharam (p~) the
dwcllings of their wives; some chambers were still very
richly gilt,. painted and otherwise ornamented in the best
Persian style. This edifice is not attached to any other
situate within the precincts of Seadetdbdd gardens ; the lower
part is built of stone, in large and well-cut masses ; the su-
pérstructure of brick ; one end, a tower, appears in Plate
LV:T, (first view) which also represents the taldr ( §i) or great
open:fronted hall of the Palace hereafter described.

Some gentlemen of the embassy furnished for their own
accommodation the rooms or reccsses in that airy and
pretty, but most inconvenient structure the “ European hat,”
¢ Kulih i@ Frangki(*), or as it is sometimes called the namek-
din (lo8e) or “Salt cellar.” Of this building, described as an
octagonal pavilion by Chardm, (Tome VIII, p. 228, Rouen,
1723) I madetwo sketches; one the subjectof P1. LVI1I, (No. 1)
was taken near the Palace from the.great walk through w hich
runs a conduit with works for throwing up water. In thisis
included part of the mountain called K%h e Saffeh (1iss). The
same Plate, No. 2, represents the K ula'h ¢ Frangk: delineated
from a spot near the gardea gate, opemng towards the ceme-
tery or Kabrestan (..\, )J) of the district called Takhzz-Ptiléd

SOee

m..m.-u..om

® (\4“’ 5 +%) 80 called from a fancied resemblance in its projecting roof, 0 t!u
old-fuskioned kuléh or bat of the Franks or Europeans. An edifice.of this kind has
* been mentioned in Vol, IL p. 2.
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(oYy:=~=7) after an ancient hero, Pu’La’p ; this view shews the
basin or fountain raised on a circulas platfprm, from the
center of which water coustantl y issued,and as I heard, was
often projected to a considerable height.

Most of us, however, prefcrred our tents, and pitched
them among the lofty chindr (\ia) or plane-trecs, so numer-
ous in thesc ample gardens. We daily assembled at -that
stately edifice which I have denominated the Palace, bLeing
the handsomest, and principal of all that constitute the
Saadetabdd (oWbw) or “Residence of Felicity,” Tliere the
Ambassador received visits of ceremony; and there we breake
fasted and dined in the magnificent and spacious ¢ Hall of
Audience,” or “ Divdn Khaneh” (s 2)y0);the tdlar or open
front of which has been already TQ[)FCSE;llth (Pl. LVI, No. 1}
and appears ina different point of view (PL. LVI, No. 2)
,when seen from a door-way near ti:e Itfaﬂ-dest; whence also1s
discerned the Pul-i Khigd (y'ys J) or * Bridge of Khdj&,”
as expressed in the same engraving. Of the Divdn Khaneh,
‘that splendid hall wherein we dail y assembled at meals, the
walls were formed at the lower part, of fine marble slabs,
painted and gilded in patterns of birds and flowers.

In another place some architectural observations on this
Paldce, and an ichnographical sketch, shall be offered ;
meanwhile I proceed to record the transactions subsequent
to our arrival on the twenty-ninth day of July, at Saadetdbéd
or ‘the Mansion of Felicity.
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We had not been many hours in this Persian Elysium
before the An@bassador received ‘a visit from Ha‘yx Myu-
HAMMED Husnm Kua's (s goum stme o) the Amin —
ad douleh (a&,.\“ ~et) second minister of the Empire and ruler
of that exdensive region, which lies between Amindbéd and
Tehrdn; his son, AppaLLan Kua's (= Aase) being peculi-
arky the governor of Ispahén ; but it was attributed to his
fathér’s judicious and mild administration, that this cele-
brat:ad city has, within a few yefirs made rapid advances
towards its ancient degree of population, splendour and
opulence.

Next morning we set out on horseback at ten o’clock in
full procession, -to l'eiurn the Amin ad doulel’s visit; and
Raving crossed™ the river Zendehrid on the bridge of Khdju.
we rode through sev eral long, handsome and well-peopled
streets, but had opportumues of remarking that at least as
many more were in ruins and uninhabited. The great man
received us at his door with much courtesy ; in honour gf
the Ambassador he had assembled all the c[ﬁgf"=personagés.
of Ispahdn; and at noon the floor of a spad¥bus chamber
was covered with ten very large trays, cach containing
twenty-five china bow)¢ and dishes of various sizes(®) ; these

- 1
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(*) I have seen a still greater number at once oa‘lbc floor during a zidfet (M‘,hi
a grand feast or entertaiument) which the prime minister ut Tehrém gave in honour of
the Ambassador. To indulge in the use and display of beautiful porcelsin hay long
Leen among the Persians a favourite Muxury. In his account ‘of HEMA'M AD'DIN.
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were filled with the most savoury meat, conserves, sweet
cakes, dclicious fruit, bothr dried and iresl; sherbet of
orange and pomegranate, and willow-water oE.&b-i-bidmiszk
(SLaasa; &) cooled with ice; after this repast we were
treated with coffee and culedns or pipes. Rose swater was
poured into our hands, and we returned at two o’clock to
the gardens of Saadetabad.

I rude next day into the city, visited some of the princi-
pal edifices, and many bézdrs or rows of shops, and’ pur-
chased a few trifling articles from painters and money-
chaungers who promised to l‘(‘.SCl”V(; for my inspection what-
cver extraordinary pictures, gems, or ancient coins might
fall into their hands. I also left with*two intelligent book-
sellers, lists of about thirty rare Arabick and Persian ma-
nuscripts which at Shiréz had been *in vain the object of

my inquiry.

L3

- Although the nighits were pleasantly cool, yet the sun
acquired considerable heat very early in the morning ; and,
on the last day of J uly, at half-past nine, the thermometer
had risen to 89 ; at noon it was up to 97 ; and stood, au
hour after, at 98.

ceeda PP PP PPUPUDE SO

Tarara (G55 o) r\..b) who died about the year 1313, (A. H. 713) DowLxT
SuA'H notices the banquet given by a private, though wealthy, individual some years
before that time, when four bundred china dishes and vessels were at once placed

before the guests; &S ol Ludat ) 0 &:\b PET R PEE



24 PERSIA. Chap. 14.

Visits repeated two, three or four times every weck during
a space of neasly tlnee months, enabled me to examine, with
perfect case,, the chief objects of curiosity still existing at
Ispahdn and in the neighbourhood of that city, which has
been so well described by Chardin, that the task remaining
for a modern traveller is little more than to lament the decay
oft its buitdings, and the dcerease of its population, We
leam fromn the account given by that ingenious Frenchman,
that,” about the year 1666, Ispahén contained, according to
some calculations, eleven hundred thousand inhabitants ; he
acknowledges, however, that oun this subject there were
dnﬁ'erent opinions ; but the most moderate statement, he
says, only reduced the number to six hundred thousaud,
{Tome VIII, p.-S,«:&,). I strongly doubt whether at this
time, (181L) two hundred thousand could be found resi-
dent in the<ity. .

Yet so extensive is the tract covered with its ruins, that
including the quarters still peopled, it is.not probably, a
very exaggerated representation, by which the natives have
frequently described to me this great ca pitaly as being ten
farsangs in circumference(*).

* {

e K '

() Chardin (Tome V111, p. 3,8) pronounced it nne of the greatest cities in the dprid,
forming with its suburbs a compass of not_jess than twelve leagues; he Abwed a
circuit of twenty thousand paices to the walls us they stood when b wrote ia the peven-
teenth century; and we have seeq tweaty one thousand assigned to them by HaMDAL+
LAH at the time of their ogiginal construction seven bundred years before Q&t 7»‘7)‘,
Kzmpfer allows sixteen farsnogs, sndbould net ride round thewiin one &9 2N,
Exot, p, 163).
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From its former vast extent and populationh, has arisen
that hyperbolical saying which a stranger hears so oftep
among the vaunting natives, and which declares Isfahan to
be “ half the world,” (Isfahdn nisf e jehamt o iai i)
This city, as an aged and respectable inhabitant informed
me, contained when in its glory under the Sefevial («4i0)
princes,‘ sixty five thousand families or houses; a numl)(':r
augmented to seventy two thousand by another accoynt,
reported in she Journal of M1'rza Sa’LEH, (See p..16).
Perhaps the saying above-quoted, may have alluded, inclu-
sively, to the numerous villages once so thickly studded on
the adjacent plains, fifteen hund red being situate, says Char-
din, within a space of ten leagues. - Of .thosé villages several
have totally disappeared or omly exist i a state of absolute
decay ; many however still flourish and continue to supply

Ispahdn most abundantly with the produce of their fields
and gardens.

From our residence at Saadetabid, we usually entered Ispa-
hinby way of the bridge and gate called KAdj#, and through
the adjoiningCMrbégh or .quadru ple garden, of which the spa-
cious avenues, bordered with trees amd shrubs, and watered
by rills, flowing from ample foun'tains,.led us to the Bdzdr of
H Asé':g ABa'D (o4 jus ). Inthis,"the rows or streets of
shops are under cover ¢f eue'general“rogf': in the centreis an
| octagonal howz (L) or reservoir, and the fronts of those
buildirgs near it are decorated with gaudy pictures of kings
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and heroes. For this handsome ddzdr and the neighbouring
Chérbigh, which now present busy and cheartul scenes, where
Jatel y ruins alpne were visible, the mbabitants are indebted
to the AMi’y aAp'BoULEH, whose inllefatigable perseverance
in embellishing and enriching Ispahdn is evinced by the po-
pulation and bustle ot those streets situate between the bézdr
alfme mentioned and the gate called Tyukhchi ( “,‘-’ ), & space
of about two nnles also in the quarter of Kusaridh (4 as),
in the royal squuve or*Meiddn Shahi (_p\s i), and in the
various districts allotted respectively to copper-suaths, sadlers,
cap-makers, sword-cutlers, druggists, cotton-manufacturers,
d yérs, those who sell clothes, contectioners, cooks and other
artisans and tradesmen. |

This patriotick minister also rebuilt (as I learn from some
notes committed to paper pn the spot) that gate styled Der-
whzeh (.3%) or corruptly, Derb-i-Kuisariah, (4 ex” o2p), over
which is exhibited a painted representation of SHAH Ismaaiy
(Jx-au! 2\8) engaged in battle. He not only preserves from
decay several magnificent palaces, founded by the powerful
and luxurious Sevefiah monarchs; such as the royal mansions
called Chehl Setin (",,.‘i... Je=) or the “ Forty pillars,” Heshe
behesht (s Lig <bs) orthe « Eight Paradises,” and Saadet-dbad
or ‘“the Residence of Pelicity” above- naticed; but has erg'dted.
and completely. furnished at bis own expense, a very beautie.
ful new edifice for the accommodation of his sovereign, in:
honour of whose name (FatTas ALt Sea’s)(ta Jo L) itis
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entitled Fatteh A'b4d (s\)\ewii) or the Residence of Victory.”
If the other palaces derive from their more ample propor-
tions and more rich though faded decorations, an air of
superior majesty, this modern and smalleg building pleases,
perbaps in a higher degree, by the smiling gloss of novelty.
The others, not yet claiming veneration as monuments of
antiquity, are, however, sufficiently old to appear, when
considered as dwellir;g places, dreary, gloomy and in¢bm-
modious, whilst the newl y-constructed apartnients of Fattch
A’béd seem to constitute a chéarful, clean and comfortable
habitation. It possesses one chamber of peculiar beauty,
gilt and painted with considerable elegance, and receiving
light through stained glass, fancifully dispoesed in handsome
windows, and of different colours so vivid as to excite, d-uring

sun-gshine, an idea; of most brilliant jewel-work.

The portraits of many amcient kings, represenjed of the
natural size, contribute to embellish this palace. They hate
been painted within ten or twelve years by a celebrated artist,
MinR Arr (e y40) of Tehrén; who has not only marked
each picture with his own name, but considerately added the
title of each illustrioas personage .whom he intended to delin-
eate. This alone enables the spectalor to distinguish FEr1-
pw¥N, Nu'sur'rava ‘Nand othersfrom IscaNDER OF Alexander

émt, w‘hueface, dress'and arms are, most probabl y, the
same that Mis'a Arr’s imagination would have assngned to
any Persian prince-of the last fifty or hundred years.
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At a house adjoining the Fatteh Abdd, 1 paid frequent
visits to Captain’ Lockett, who had left Shirdz some day.;.
before our dgpm:ture, and bhad suffered much from insults
and extortiu;l on <he road between that city and Fspahdn ; his
baggage had been repeatedly searched; one of his Indian
servants threatened with death for the crime of not being a
Muhammedan, and his own Iffe in danger several times.

With him ¥ often inspected the palaces above-mentioned ;
the great Meidin (., ane) or square ; the Maddrassehs (&sys)
or colleges, and various publick edifices so accurately de-
scribed by Chardin, Le Brun, and other travellers ; and we
explored together the streets and bdzdrs where the Kitdb-
furishdn (.o <3) ‘ot booksellers resided.

Captain Lockett was desirous of proce%ding thrdugl; Ha-
madan | )\s2) to Baghdad® (), where he purposed finish-
ing, und‘er the eyes of learned natives, his translations from
several manuscript works on the abstruse science of Arabick
grammar. But to travel by the road of Hamaddn was reck-
oned so hazardous, on account of the depredations commit-
ted by Bukhtydris and other lawless tribes, and of hostilities
between the pripce qﬁ‘Ki;mérash&h and the Turkish governor
or Pdashé of Baghdéd, that he.determined on seturning to
Bushehr, whence he might be easily conveyed in some’ Eng-
lish or Arab vessel to Basrah (s,a;). " About the middle of
August he pitched Lis tent in the Seedetdbiéd gard‘ﬂl,; and
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remained amongst us there until the twentieth of that month,
‘'when he commenced his journey, having agreed for a certain
sum with muleteers, who engaged to escort him and carry
his baggage in thirteen days from Isfahdn %o the Bander (ass)
or sea-port of Bishehr. '

If, respecting any particular object, the statements of tyo
contemporary travellers, equal in abilities aud authority be
sometimes found to disagree, those who have ¥isited didtant
countries and especially the East; will not always ascribe the
variation either to neglect, or to wilful mis-representation.
Accident may have furnished one with the means of obtain®
ing the most correct intelligence which, from a combination
of unfavourable circumnstances, no éxertions of the other
could have procured. Nor must all thosg from whom it is
sought, be necessarily supposed qualifitd to giveit; although
they are, in general, more ready to deceive or amuse a for-
eigner with erroneous information and vague conjecture, than
to acknowledgé their own ignorance. I have received from
persons residing in the same street, and even in the same
house, very contradictory answers concerning subjects on
which it was natural for a strgnger to suppos'éuthat,qﬁ‘mn
local and daily opportun;ties,_ thtzy wbuld lrave acquired the:
maat cert."{n knowledge.

_T‘averﬁié‘r awd Chdrdin, about the years 1665 or 1666
differred in enumerating the gates of Jspahin; the former
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reckoned ten, the latter twelve, of which eight were always
o pen and four, for superstitious reasons,always shut. Wehave
séen (p.7) that a Persian geographer of the fourteenth century
assigned to that Gity only mne gates; from what I could my-
self ascertain when on the spot in 1811, and from a written
account given to me there by an ingenious native, the num-
bgr appears to be twelve.

Another instance of discrepancy occurs in calculating the
population of Ispahdn, which Tavernier, most probably,
under-rated when he. informs us that Paris contained ten
iimes more inhabitants than the Persian capital ; whilst Char-
din seems to have exaggerated it in an equal degree by sta-
ting them at eleven hendred thousand, or even at six hundred

‘thousand ; my own opinion, as already expressed, (p. 24)
would not raise the amount of their present numbers beyond
two hundred thousand.

But we find that Furopeans are not the only travellers who
differ in their reports on the same subject. In his very
brief account of Jspahdn, #ritten by M1'rza’ Ja’N whilst we
were there, he mentions.that the city is divided into twelve
mahallehs (d...) or sections resembling our parishes; and it
comprises accordmg to the journal of Mi'eza Sa'LEH who
accompanied us from Skirdz, no less thitn seventecr:; of
which, adds he, some are inhabited and others fallen to de:-

cay. These two reports might perhaps, be __IW““W! by
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supposing that of seventeen five only were in a state of ruiny
but if the peopled mahallchs do not exceed twelve in number,
those which have been deserted are, as many statements
induce me to believe, considgrably more tifan five. The di-
vision, however info forty-four, that subsisted in the four-
teenth century, according to HampavLLan Cazvini has long
since been reduced ; and when Chardin wrote, (about the
year 1676) Ispahdn consisted of two principal distri;:ts,
Deri desht and J&b&rdxh; these deqom_inaliuns still remath.

Through suome procrastination for- which no satisfactory
excuse orreason can now be offered, I neglected to ascertain
from actual measurement the length and breadth aof that
great Meidén, described by so many travellers in terms of
admiration ; yct.it was fully my intention to determine’ whe-
ther Daulier Deslandes, or Tavernigr, or Chardin stated most
correctly its dimensions ; for the book of notes andextracts
which I had compiled in England proved that their res_pec-.-
tive accounts did not, by any meaus, accord, although the
writers visited Igpahdn at nearly the same time(*). Whatever

OM”mmmwmomom-

(4: Accordiug to Daulier Deslundest was. 608 puceg or steps (pas d’'un hemme qui
se proment) by 400. Tavernieg says ybout 700 (pas: long und ‘between 200 and 300
bﬂm%" ‘Charfliif 440, by 160 pn ingenious travelier of our own time describes it as
“ une plade d'envizan M0 pas.ordiauires de long du nord au sud et gle 230 de large
“ de I'est &’ ouest,” ‘(Miviet; Vogqrcn Perse. Tome V. p. 183, Puns, 1807). Piefro
detla Valie assigned to-this **Plazra mugiore® about @90 of his steps (pussi de i miei)
by 330; and Kmmpler 660 (passnum) by 312. Le Brun extends ity length to 710,
udk stutes its width at 200 steps {pus).
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znay be its extent I am willing to helieve that few cities of the
world can boast so magnificent a publick square as this
“rRO_}'al Meiddn,” Meiddn shahi (_a\s Jaxa) or  Place of the
“lofty gate,” Metddn Aali Cépag for it bears both names(®).
Yetits appearance did not altogether cortespond to the vast
sdeas which I had forn_:ed. 'Time has, in many parts, defaced
i% buildings and exp‘oscd the origical meanness of their
mai&rials, brick or clay; and we, at least, never witnessed any
of those brilliant cavalcades which- rendered - this scene so
interesting, whilst the monarch held his court in the splendid
.palace adjoining; nor that bustle of amusement and. of busi-
ness by which it was animated, whilst the city could pour
greater multitudes into its ample space.  Near one end how-
cever, I generally observed some booths or awnings under
" the shade of which a few traders of the lowcst classes sold their
wares. Lties or mountebanks here practised their buffoon-
erics and pahlavins (.\e) Or }ruslztigfrs (;Lu8) displayed
their skill 1n athletick . exercises. 'I'wo of these appear
wrestling in the view with which Keempfer has illustrated his
excellent account of this Meiddn; wherein also he has repre-
sented a goat trained to jump on the highest of many. little
wooden pyramids piled dne above another, yet not throw
any down. Tothis an allusion has béen already mede;and
to the exhibitions of ,wrestlers, such ;as Fhave freqmﬁtly

At a s o o d o 2 o 2 2 2 2 2 3
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(") Some affect to call it Al Cépi (| 4G | ) or ALt's gute, jnstead of Auli Cipi
s L.;“‘ “ the sublime pr lofty gtt(:'f d‘
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stépped to cantemphte in the gréat square at Iap-M- (See
Vol L p. 232; 284;“and Pl XiI) |

.. The_hundred and mxty-’oge magjeds (ypges) OF MOSQUES,
comprehended within this city’s walls during the seventeenth
sentury according to Chardin, are now reduced to sixty, a
he statement of M1’rza’ Jao’y acknéwledges; and even qf
‘hese, he says, no more than forty are kept in a state of repair,
he others having fallen to ruin; but M1'rza’ Sa’Len, Who
somatitted his ohsérvations to paper at the same timedeclares
that there are one hundred and twenty; the principal is
entitled Magjcd i Shéh (s ygus) or the  King’s Mosque,” a
very handsome edifice founded by Sua’s ABBA’s, and situate
at the southern side,of the great square’ or Meidén Al Cdpi
above mentioned, so called sometimes from the gateway
which forms part of ils western side. ‘This noble gateway
serves as chief entrance to the r’oy;ﬂ residence, consisting of
various buildings and separate ranges of apartments; it com-
prises the Chehlsuttin (3w Je-) or ““Palace of Forty Pillars;”
the Tdlir Tavileh{dys i) or * Hallof the Stables;” the Heshe
behesht (wabyy wis) or *Eight Paradises;” the Guldesteh
{wiwsls) or- ¢ Bunch of Roses;” the Harem () or char-
bers of the queens and their female attendants; besides
a Im&;‘af distinat: dwellings for the king’s officers, bady
guards M dmlck seivants; with extensive gardens
wﬁ!emd Bj streatns from Hapdsome and eoﬁous ﬁmumm
pplied by subterransous conduite.
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Ad joining. in a ;ourth-westem direction is thefpa}ace with
its princely domain called Hezdr jerib (wys M) or “the
«'Thousand Acres ;” through the ample chdrbdgh ( ¢Wle) or
quadruple garden, of which, a straight and spacious avenue
leads to the river Zendehrid, and the bridge of Julfa (tis), or
pf Alsverdi Khdn; or, as it is often denominated from the gar-
dens adjacent, Pul ¢ chdrbigh. This has been already men-
tiofed and shall hereafter be more particularly described.

L‘Ioéanwhile, returning to the city I must remark that if a
modern statement reduces the mosques to one third of their
former number, the colleges or madrassehs (au,0e) would appear
to have multiplied by nearly one half; for Chardin reckoned.
enly forty-eight; and in a report given to me at Jspahdn,
eighty-four are noticed; those no longer frequented; being
included with those still flourishing.  Of all the colleges, that
styled rqyal Madrasseh Shéhi (P auphe) 18 considered as
dhief. I suspect however, the accuracy of my living inform-
ant with respect to the number. Yet in another instance the
recent— calculation is considerably lower than Chardin’s; ac-
cording to notes which he had collected the publick baths of
Ispahén amounted in his time to two hundred and seventy
three. Mi‘rza‘ Ja’n; who resided therein 1811, informs us
thet the city contains about eighty baths, of-;whicia the bést is
called Hamdm-e-Khusrau A'kd (W ypus plas). Mr'm za* St
LEH at the same time, inquired their number, and says that
they amount to about onehundred. Mquqmm
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this subject produced very vague information, fluctuating
between eighty and a hundred and twenty,

Ispahdin abounds in those tall, slender, gylindrical towers
or steeples which the Persians call mindreh, generally cop-
structed of brick and sometimes richly decorated with glazedy,
or lackered tiles of various colours. According to a list
before me, the masjed or  Mosque of Ali” possesses the Jof-
tiest mindrek; two of great height belong to the Masjed, ja-
maea (ixas-); two likewise to the mosque of Aka’CHEMA'KLU’
(ke Gl); one is attached to the mosque of ALx in the
district of Da’r AL ZE14 (U Jo); and there is another which
indicates by its singular name, mirdr ¢ serkeh (. o) or
“ vinegar tower ;” the commodity sold by an individual at
whose expense it was erected. The Mindreh Shahristin
(Sliw s sbie) is also very lofty ; but the'first that I went to
see was the tower of Gulbdr (L)X or Gulvdr as commonly
pronounced), respecting which Chardin’s account had exci-
ted my curiosity ; those who showed it, however, did not
point out any circumstance in its construction particularly
remarkable. -

A respect almost natural for ancient trees induced me to.
mqwte aﬂ;er thosg mentioned by former travellers as desegy-
ing nouc; ; but my researches were not always successful,.
Of the venerable trunk called chindr stkhteh (siayu Jia) or the:
“ burnt plane-tree,” which, existed,when Chardin wrote his
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;iwcription of Ispahdn, the name at present only remains;
transferred from the tree to an ordinary door or gateway, that
occupies its place at the end of a bdzdr.

The celebrated castle of Tabarrak ($,4), will much disap-
point those who may expect to find it as represented by
Chardin, whilst the fcrtifications were yet preserved in a de-
fenSive state ; he enumerates minutely, and without dpubt,
acéurately, as usual, the different buildings comprised inside
its walls and the royai treasures of which it was, in 1676, the
impregnable depository. Kzmpfer too, who visited Persia
‘ten or eleven years after, describes it as being still a favourite
object of admiration to the citizens, and interesting to for- -
eigners. But the last century has robbed it of all its hoard-
ed riches, its strength and beauty; even in the year 1764 Le
Brun found its ramparts so shattered that a person might see-
tl:u ough ¢hem in several places; he thought that to discharge
a cannon from them would cause their overthrow; and,
strangers he believed were only excluded lest they might
discover that decay had made still greater progress within..
The ruined walls are now mouldering into heaps of elay.. E
perceived however, from «the size, the thickness and height
of some towers and l;astions not yet fallen, the depth of its
ample ditch, and the extent of ground which it coveq: '
this must have been a fortress of considerable sl-mpgth )
While viewing its remains I was entertained thhse\mnl
anecdotes related by two or three Persians, ‘demom
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the very remote antiquity of its foundation; all those were
equally absard as one which I shall record in the words of
Mi’rza’ SA’LEH; adding his comment to f)rove, what man;y
other examples have convinced me, that the present men of
letters and of liberal education in this country attach but litjle
credit to .those fictions of their ancestors wherein preterna«
tural beings are employed as agents. ‘ The Kelaa or citadel
denominated Tabarrak,” says Mi’rzA° SA’LEH, * was once
“exceedingly strong although at present in ruin. Still its
““ vestiges remain, such as the ditch, some towers and walls.
‘1t is said that Tabarrak was a Pfv or gigantick demon, who
“ had revolted against the holy king Solomon ; but this story
““is most. probably untrue; since we find that every thing in
‘“a slight degree uncommon or extraordinary is immediately
“styled the work of a Demon”(®).

It was supposed by Chardin and Kempfer that the name
of this fortress signified * benediction;” they must havd
sought, therefore, its etymology in the Arabick language;
but from the story above-quoted, and similar traditions we
might perhaps infer that it borrowed the name from sopme

Wf Jl as ) et s0g e My aald o ) S5 a3 ®
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ME, Jownal of Mi'R3A’ SA'LER.
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powerful chief, its ancient founder. Yet the Eastern lexi
cographers of highest authority do not sanction either deris
vation, and those excellent Dictionaries, the Jehdngiri and
Burhén Kitea, class Tabarrak among words purely Persick,
and inform us that ‘it expresses, in a general sense, any
“ castle or fortress; but, particularly, the citadel of Isfuhdn(’).

'Wee learn from SHERIF AD DI’N AL1’s chronicle that, in
the ‘y.e:ir 1887, on a day of memorable atrocity, which the
servile historian celebrates as an era of victory and honour-
able triumph, while seventy thousand citizens of Ispahdn were
massacred by the barbarians who gladly obeyed their more
sanguinary chief, Ta 1y v r; this conqueror was stationed in the
fortress of Tabarrek. Although Petis de la Croix, in his trans-
Jation of that chronicle has judiciously contented himself with
a mere statement of the fact, yet it may gratify some readers
to see how the adulation of a Pevrsian writer has embellished
the simple circumstance of Ta1mu’r’s retiring into the castle.
1 find it thus expressed, on referring to the original Manu-
script; * And the august monarch, that hero always fortunate
¢ in accomplishing his desires, entered the city; and by the
<« glory of his auspicious arrival he caused Tabarrak to become
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MS. Dict. Jehingiri explain: Taba:rak and writes the uawe of /apahén. By Kmmps
fer the castle is styled ** walyy &al3 Kalahi berdk,i, e, arcem enedictionis.” (Amasaite
Exot. p. 108).
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“an object of envy to that azure or turquois coloured fortress
“ of the celestial spheres, the fourth region of heayen!”(%)

Returning through the streets of Ispahdh I shall again re-
mark what Milton styles the ‘“busy hum of men” that per-
vades so many of its crowded bdzdrs ; while extensive ‘tracts
immediately adjoining, covered with ruined houses and Eu'b-
lick edifices sinking to decay, offer a most dreary picture of
desolation very strikingly contrasted with the neighbopring
scenes of life and bustle,

During the first fortnight of August I found the quicksilver
in Fahrenheit’s Thermometer rise, on some days, to 47, 99
and 100. On the fifteenth, at half pa;t three o’clock, there
was a violent storm of wind and rain, with loud peals of thun-
der, and much ligillning. While this continued, the quick-
silver in a few minutes sunk from 83 to 76; and within an
hour to 71; after that, until the last day of this month, m}'
journal does not mark a higher degree of heat that 89. The
change had been foretold by natives of this place, whase -
prognostications concerning the weather scarcely ever prove
fallacious. They pretend, indeed, to determine with preci-
sion the very day or even hour when s.pring shall perceptibly
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J._Md)‘)ﬂ.u r_)hn- ‘-ﬂ’ )‘f 3y s0d Aas  MS. Tiérikh i Taimér, (Book 1, ch. Bﬂ).‘
In wy twe copies of this work the name of TAB#RRAK is spelt 55‘-5
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succeed to winter, and when summer and autumn are to
follow in their turns. The power of doing this they have
elnjoyed since the time when, according to au old tradition,
Barxi's (wil) the Queen of Sheba, having been affected by
asdangerous malady, king Solomon ascertained, from his
books of mysterious science, that she could not possibly re-
cbver unless removed to a particular spot, where the four sea-
sons and their respective periods of wind and rain, heat and
col‘d, perpetually recurred at intervals not liable to the vari-
atiou; of one moment. After an anxious search throughout
the world, it was found that Ispahdn alone corresponded to
this description. Hither the fair BaLk1's was transported
by her royal lover; and to corroborate the truth of this tradi-
tion (for some strangers have appeared incredulous) the very
place is still shewn where she resided and regained her health,
on a mountain called, fram the remains of an ancient struc-
ture, Takht ¢ Rustam (@i, s '), The view annexed will shew
some general features of those parched, b&irren, and mostly
insulated mountains which are scattered numerously over
the territory of Ispahdn, and from the multiplicity of flat
and hollow intervals between them have caused it to be deno-
minated Hezér dereh (o# \») or *the Thousand Vallies.”
This tract, it is said, extends an hundred miles from egst to
west; and appears fifteen or twenty broad in different parté?
The sketch which I madeat Kabristdn-i- Pédid (s lhayd) OF
Ptlad’s cemetery, (near the outer gate of the Saadetdddd gufdem
where we were encamped] represents two of those mopnmm,
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highly celebrated in Persfan romance like the tract in which
they stand, as scenes of muny hervick and wonderful exploitg.

One is the Takht i Rustam before menjioned, which the
spectator, directing his view a few miles southward from
Ispahén, sees on the right. Its name alludes to some incon-
siderable ruins crowning the eastern summit; and once (as
fame reports) the throne or seat of RusTa M, that mighty war-
rior of ancient times, whose ponderous mace wielded by his
invincible arm, has so often resounded through this ¢ Région
““of a Thousand:Vallies.”

But neither did those remains, of which a particular de-
scription is unnécessary as they have béen minutely delineat-
ed by Le Brun; nor the consecration of this rock by the visit
of Solomon and his'Queen, according to an anecdote already
noticed, so strongly interest my curiosity as the neighbouring
mountain, on the left, called K#h-e-Sofah (4ic »$), rendered
l;_y 4 more probable tradition almost classick ground ; for it
is said, that from a place of security contrived on its steep
and loffy side, the unfortunate Darius beheld his troops de-
feated fi:l‘h ‘prudié,ious slaugher by the Macedonians under
Alexander. Its name is derived from an edifice occupying
a teﬁ'agf or flat spot, on the northern side and facing the city;
this t:.'.rracg forms a seuat or resting place which, in our lan-
guage"t'rfay be expressed by theadopted Arabick word Sofa;
and the villa erected there, about ene hundred and fifty vears.
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ago, by SHA'H SuLerMa’N (k. sl8) is sometimes styled his
takht (i) or throne. What this summer-house may have
been in its founder’s time, the engraver of Keempfer's view,
taken about 1684shas barel y enabled us to conjecture (Amozn-
it-Exot. p. 197). Le Brun describes it as containing several
handsomeapartmentsshaded with trees of various kindsand re-
fitshed by a fall of water (Voyages, ch. XL). His view, which
maSr be deemed correct, represents its aspectin 1704. Butsome
changes and considerable decay, not perceptible, however, at
the distance of three or fourmiies, have been occasioned by the
lapse of little more than a century. When seen from the ce-
.metery above mentioned, the edifice seems to fill a small na-
tural chasm of the mountain, about half way up its side; but
from a ruined gumbed (s.S) or tower near it, the various build-
ings appear as in Pl. LVIII, No. 1. These I was induced
to sketch, not so much by-any beauty or remarkable circum-
stance in’ the structure, as on account of one tradition that
indicates this to be the station of Darius; and it is sufficiently
high to command a very extensive prospect. But other
reports exalt the monarch to a more elevated region and place
him where the remains of walls are seen immediately over the
summer house. To rgaclt them, however, by scrambling al-
most perpendicularly from below,or indeed in a more Eitcuit-
ous manner from any side, was a task so difficult and dmi’géf.
ous, that of several gentlemen and attendants with whom I
rode one day to the K4h e Sofah an English aruilery-man
alone succeeded in ascending to thatsecond stage; there he
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found only some remains of masonry on a small flat terrace;
but he could perceive that the approach had once been reg-
dered more easy by a path, now scarcely passable, which
seemed to encircle the mountain in a direGtion nearly hori-
zontal ; exhibiting at some angles the vestiges of a parapét,
and of towers on the most prominent parts. We could also
discérn from our lower situation, that even the very summit
had once been decorated or fortified with some building, as-
signed to Darius bya third account; this likewise relates, that
Sua’s SurLeima’n’s villa of which we examined the apa;t-
ments at our leisure, occupied a spot formerly reckoned sa=
cred as the residence of a Dervish (s, ,9) or hermit, whose cell
was in the dark natural cavity behind gn edifice on the left ;
here, it is said, a fountain of limpid water issued from the!
rock, over-shadowed by majestick planes and cypresscs,
which during a succession of nine hundred years were held
in superstitious veneration, a compliment to the holy pir (19
or elder, whose long-established sanctity inspired every visi-
tor with religious awe.. Of those ancient trees I sought in
vain some relick; a few of more recent growth (perhaps
coeval with the building), appear as in the view (Pl. LVIII)
two being pre-eminently conspicu.ous «at a distance of many
miles.

With the original trees, this place seems to have lost jts
sacred character,and during thelast century, the villa has been
& scene of most profane werriment and of the grossest de«



44 PERSIA (Chap. 14.

bauchery. No longer frequented by its royal owners, it is
stripped of its splendid furniture; the doors have been re-
moved, its roof has partly disappeared, and it occasionally
serves the profligates of Ispahdn, as a retreat, where, with
théir effeminate dancing and singing boys they enjoy the
forbidden delights of wine, and indulge in excesses the
m"\osnt criminal. Of some rooms, the gilding and painting
have not yet decayed; and I found written on the walls
many, records of those who had visited the place within
fo;'ty or fifty years. Among them had heen some Jews, and
prefixed to their names appeared the Persian word yddgdr
($ul) or memorial, thus expressed 3¢ in Hebrew letters.
Here also the French travellers, Olivier, De Nerciat and Bru-
guiere had inscribed their names.

Returning once from the K4k e Sofak-to our camp, 1 rode
through a spacious garden or ckérbégh of which the avenues
were in several places unpaved; the cisterns and conduits
without water; and even the few remaining trees wore a me-
lancholy appearance of neglect, corresponding to the perfect
desolation of many stately mansions adjoining. These have
been untenanted since the Afghdns (\w!) under M1’z Man-
MU'D (sysaee 2e) OCcupied them in 172¢ while besieging Is-
pahdn(®). Of the magnificent apartments, however,-whi¢h
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) The horrors of this siege, equal to any recorded in ancient bistory, bave been
described by the Polish Jesuit Krufinski, who personally witnessed them, (See bis
‘Mistory of the Revolution §f Persia, published by the Pere du Cercess); and they are
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they contained, some beautifully decorated with stuccoed
work, and walls and ceilings richly painted, still seemed so little
injured that I thought them capableof being rendered, at a tri-
fling expense, again habitable and commadious; but in this
country an insulated dwelling is never secure, and for mutual
protection‘several must be at once inhabited or all must be
suffered to decay; it is not probable that the suburbs will

be peopled while half the city continues in a state of ruin.

Near this garden in the wall of some decayed edifice, a
door, turning on an upper and lower pivot, all formed of one
solid stone, attracted my observation ; it was about four feet
six inches high; two feet and three quarters wide and almost
five inches thick. I have since found that similar doors of
stone are not uncommon throughout Persia,

PO SPUVDPPOIVIOPIPIROIVOIVLPPITOEHPIPLPPIPVOP PSS90 PO GO

noticed in the “ Histoire de Perse depuis le commencement de ce siecle,” (the eight-
eenth), of M. la Mamye Clairac, on authorities which cannot be disputed. 'The inha-
bitaats of Jspahin were compelled by famine to devour not only mules and horses,
but dogs and other creatures which their religion taught them to consider as unclean.
A woman endeavouring to strangle a cat was heard to exclaim st every scratch or bite
that she regeived * Thou strivest in vain, I'll eat thee notwithstanding.” The leaves
and bark of trees were ground into a kind of meal and sold by weight; shoe-ieather
was boiled and used as food; at length human fesh became the chief support of many
miserable wretches; who for awhile were content with what they could collect from
bodies that filed the publick streets; but some were induced to murder their fellow-
citisens, and, it is even said, that pareats killed and devoured theirown children. From
the M8. Memoirs of AL HaAzr'N, (mentioned in Vol: 1. p. 415) we learn that “a crust or
“lump of bread was'sold - at so high a price as four or tive gehrefis, or pieces of gold coip,
Oy 20 ",i)&‘ tu\g )‘4_{"' ",5‘-" 25 €. A pound of bread, according to
Krusinski, attainedjn September, the price of thirty shillings; and, in October, of above
fity, .Among the calawities of this memurable Yiege ALt HAZU'N laments the destryc-
tion of his library which comprived about five thousand Yolumes, Arabick and Persj®
an, many enriched with the marginal notes of bis learned ancestors,
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Some Armenians having one day applied for medical ad-
vice, I accompanied Mr. Sharp, the Surgeon, to Julfa, where
we visited an infirm old man, and were regaled by his friends
and children with sweet-meats, cakes, and a cordial made of
thse strongest arrack extracted from grapes and saturated with
spices. We were permitted to inspect the places of worship,
and the convent of nuns, or *“ Damsel’s Church,” Kelfsid-i-
Duykhterdn ()3 L) as the Persians call it. We saw,
liketyise, those pious virgins themselves; among eighteen of
whom, but one possesed, as I thought, even a moderate share
of beauty. By them too, we were treated with the ardent
cordial. Of the churches and chapels formerly thirteen in
number, seven, as 1 heard, still exist; the two or three that
we saw were profuscly ornamented or rather lined with pic-
tures of saints executed by no very masterly hand; and some
extraordinary representaiions of bell, of the infernal tor-
ments, and portraits of the principal devils.

Julfa comprehends an extensive tract, with its gardens ; of
which one, denominated the Khalffahs (“ Bogh-i-K halffah”)
(4> §L), has in some years, produced twenty thousand mans
of quinces. But this town has suffered in the geuneral de-
crease of Persian population; it was supposed to contain, as
Kewempfer declares, about the year 1685, no fewer than shirty
thousand souls; and according to the account that I-re-
ceived from a native, it comprised, in the time of Su A'H Age
BA’s, two thousand houses or families of which the number
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is now reduced to three hundred and fifty, or at most four
hundred. The inhabitants are christians, whose fore-fathe{s
that monarch forcibly removed from their original place of
residence at Julfa in Arinenia, allowing, tbem, as an indem-
nification for bis tyranny, to bestow the name of that ancient
' city on the territory allotted as their new abode; he made,
however, a more substantial recompense, in affording theih
personal protection and encouraging their commercial tr:‘m-
sactions. But his successors, adopting the ruinous system
of excessive taxation, of imposts and confiscations regulated
only by caprice or avarice, have reduced to misery the scanty
remnant of that once flourishing and numerous colony ; and
its present members are daily exposed to the brutal insolence
of their Muhammedan neighbours.

At Julfa also reside eighteen or twenty catholicks whom
we found in such poverty and distress that even a few guin-
eas or tumdns subscribed by the English gentleinen were re-
ceived with most grateful acknowledgments, by them and
their Bishop. The Ambassaderhaving bestowed immediate
relief, exerted his influence for the permanent benefit of all
thg christians living in this place; he solicited an amelioration
of their circumstances from the‘Amiﬁ ad’douleh, and a res-
torasion of some imporlant privileges granted to. their ances-
tors by the monarch who first transported them from their
native land.
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The bridge of Julfa is sometimes called, as T before ohe.
served, the Pul-i-chrblgh from shosé gardens of Hezdr jertb
beyond the river, to which it leads; or the bndge of Art
verpl Kua’n, after the general at whose expense it was

¢rected about two hundred years ago. The view given in
Pl. LVI, (No. 8), I took from the Dervdzeh-Meidin-i-Su-
leimdn Beg (Sn Jodu Name 8% 0), the gate of a Meidan or
piece of ground bearing the name of SuLEIMA’N BEg ; this is
situate close to the Zendehrid on its southein bank and not
far from the palace of Saadetdbad. '

Of that handsome bridge which some have considered the
most wonderful specimen of Persian architecture, many ex-
cellent delineations representingits near appearance may be
found in the works of different travellers, who have accurateﬁy
described its singular canstructiou; its lower row o_t' Ll'mty
four arches ; the covered galleries on each side, and the pas-
sage under it. Among the recesses of its battlements are
those small chambers where several indeddut pictires so
much offended the delicacy of Apsa’s the second, that by
his order the entrances were closed.* But had it been the
monarch’s ol;ject to preserve publick morals from conta-
mination he should have tofally effaced those vestiges of a
licentious' péncil; there, however, they remain; and the door-
ways of those chambers having been during a century filled
up with brick and lime were opened a few yeaﬁ since at the
ipstigation of curiosity ; and such painted sceues of jmpurity.
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sre now disclosed in various compartments on the walls, as
must have tended to corrupt the innocence of rusticks on
their very approach towards the capital, and taught lessons
of extreme depravitj to the infant citizens while yet uncon-
scious thiat what they learned was vice(®). The figures ap»
pear to have been executed in a style worthy of better sub-
jects, and beyond the skill of most modern. Persian artists®
but from the fading colours we may reasonably hope that
those pictures will not much longer continue to excite disgt;st
or taint the imagination. In the view is seen, above the
bridge, a mountain distant five or six miles, on which are
some remains of an edifice not very ancient but occupying,
as tradition relates, the site of a ruined Fire Temple. Hence
the mountain has been denominated K4k dtesh kadeh kil o)
or dteshgah (M2it).

In the account, already given, of Ispahdn and the river
Zendehrid, several neighbouring villages have been mention-
ed, which lay within the compass of our morning rides; I
shall now briefly enumerate some others; Sin ( aw); Garsang
(»..(-'n.;;'! and Garkdb (K5 celebrated for the most delicious:
nielons; Nejefabid (s4s’) in the tegritory of Mérbin ()
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() !n‘tlre words of Quintilian (Lib. T cap.2\ * discunt hzec miseri antequam sciant
“vilia esse *  Notwitlistunding the grave, decorous and respectful behavieur of young -
Persians before their superiors or eiders, | fear that we might app'y to them when assem-
bled without restraint amoug themseives, the pas-age imnediately preceding that
above quoted from Quiutifian on the education of Roman boys, * Omne convivium
* abacwenis casticis strepit; pudenda dictu speetuntnr fit ex his consuetudo, deinde..
“ natura,”
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produces admirable grapes, almonds, walnuts, apricots, and
other {ruits, and it is said to contain four thousand inhabi-
tants. Another considerable village is Kdlehdan (Lo &Y);
this yiclds quinces in great profusion, and according to a
gfatement probably much exaggerating' the truth, comprises
fifteen hundred families. But it is chiefly remarkable for an
§mamzddeh’s tomb, of which the towers are shaken by a slight
exertion of any person ascending to their summits.  Of those
vi!‘lages some derive water from wells and candts or subter-
raneous conduits, others more directly from the Zendehrid
itself.

During twelve weeks that we resided on its banks, this
river was in general rendeced so shaHow by natural drought
and the innumerable drains which it supplied for the irri-
gation of land, that many who daily walked across its bed,
were not wetted above tl;eir knees. Yet in some places be-
‘tween the bridge of Khdji and of Aliverdi Khén, the water,
for a few yards, was from four to seven or eight feet- deep.
These spots though often swept by the nets of Armenians,
served as nurseries for fish; one very numerous but ;mall
kind, resembled our bleak, and there were others not unlike
carp, of which 1 killed several, twelve or fourteen inches long;
for, huving brought from England the necessary implemcnts,
a rod, a line and ““all the slender watery stores,” I was in-
duced, at an early hour of morning, and frequently even
under a meridian sun, to indulge in angling. It is probable
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that an artificial fly had never before floated on the surface
of this stream(*!). .

An intercourse of ceremonious or friendly visits led us
frequently to the houses of great men at Ispakdn. On the
twenty-eighth of August, at five o’clock, the Ambassador
with all the gentlemen of our party, went in grand procession,
to dine with the Amin-ad-douleh, and we found that numeroas
guests had been invited to meet us. Politely anticipating the
wants of Europeans our host had spread his sumptuous ft;«lst
upon a table; and we were accommodated with chairs and
stools, (inany of very antique fashion) and with plates and
napkins, spoons, knives and forks, not by any means oi uni-
forin patterns. Sherbet, however, supplied the place of
wine; a forbidden liquor, which before so many Muselmans,
jealously watching the conduct of a superior, the hospitable
Amin-ad-doulek (who had made the ;acred pilgrimage) could
neither venture to taste himself, nor offer to his less scrupu-
lous friends. We were conducted after dinner through
various long galleries and winding passages tosome handsome
apartments where tea, coffee and caledns were-served, as
usual; when the evening became dz}rk, many hundred can-
dles  surrounding a large hawz or reservoir of water, and
small lamps in surprising numbers were lighted; a band of
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(") The fishes here seemed ready to seize indiscriminately large and small hooks
dressed in Wales with plain:coloured feathers anq silk, and those which I disguised
with tinsel and gaudy plumage in imitation of the living Persizn flies.



