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anusicians began to play, and we were entertained withw
brilliant exhibition of fire-works; about nine o’clock at night
we returned to the camp.

During this feast I remarked that the Amin-ad-douleh’s son,
AsparLtaH Kaa’N (= & ax2) a man seemingly above thirty
years old, the possessor of considerable wealth and governor
of dspahén, but seldom appeared among the guests; and only
sedted himself, as one of the humblest, when invited by the
words or encouraged by the looks of his father.  This reserve,
however, was not caused by any ill-will or deficiency of
kinduness subsisting on either side; but arose from the filial
respect which, in every stage and condtion of life; the Per-
sians are thus taught to express. Many similar instances I
“had alread y witnessed and shall have occasion to netice
others. This respect is not the right of parental authority
alone; it is generally extended to seniority among brothers.

We visited on different occasions ABpaLLAH KuA’N and
his two uncles; who treated us with magnificent repasts. But
at the house of Asu”’L Hassax Kua’'n, we found rooms fur-
nished in the English style with chairs, tables, sofas, beds,
mirrors, clocks, and writi.ng desks; besides framed prints
among which were portraits of many distinguished person-
ages, the Prince of Wales, Lord and Lady Arden, and others
whose flattering attentions the KAén had experienced when
is London; he too, feasted us with a variety of Persian dishes,
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¢o which he took an opportunity ef privately adding a few
glasses of excellent wine, rendered mellow by age, and the
voyage from Madeira to Bengal, whence he had brought it
seven or ei ght years before.

Several of our gentlemen proceeded one morning to the
house of Ka’zem Wa'LEH (4, LX) a celebrated poet wham
they found composing an epitaph for his own tomb; a# he
was a person of remarkable countenance and of venepable
age, (for he acknowledged eighty years) Colonel D’Arcy ex-
pressed a desire of sketching his portrait. Wa’LEH at first
objected; but some one present having ironically declared
that many European monarchs were anxious to possess a
resemblance of him, the vain old man called for different
turbans; tried them all on his head, and when satisfied with‘
one as sufficiently becoming, sat most complacently while
Colonel D’Arcy finished an admirable likeness.

The months of August and September were pregnant with
extraordinary rumours, and Ispahdn was filled with alarm on
the subject of those Bakhtidris, whose attacks our guards had
80 much dreaded on the march from Shirdz. The Amin ad
douleh sent an additional party of Tufamgyis (q.q.{';‘i:) or mus-
kejeers for the protection of our camp, from which, indeed,
he recommended, as a measure of security, that we should
remove into the city. The Tufangjis discharged their fire-
arms every hour- of the night. The burjes (rp) or towers
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of Julfa were repaired, and battlements of clay were hastily,
erected on the gate of Suleimdn Beg (S wals), (represented
in Pl. LVI, 3) which became the station of fifteen or twenty
soldi’ers. One report seemed to excite much consternation
among the citizens; for it threatened them with the approach
of Asap Kna’~ (& o)) or the “ Lion Lord,” and a numer-
ows body of his fierce Bakhtidris who had vowed to carry
mas$acre and pillage into the very heart of Ispahin. What
reasons there existed for apprehending this incursion 1 could
not learn; but the inhabitants were probably convinced that
their defences, if assaulted in a spirited manner by four or
five hundred men, nust soon have fallen; and it was not yet
forgotten, by many living witnesses of the disgrace, that
ninety desperate fellows had once surprised the governor
and levied contributions on the merchants of Ispahdn(®).

(') Yet the inhabitants of Jspahén, regarding their own city as equivalent to half
the world, (Sce p 25), and themselves as far superior to the people of other places,
have loug cutertained a particular jealousy against the Shirdzians. We learn from
Ha'tirr ( 45W) who died in 1520, that ou occasion of the massacre to which I
bave alluded (p. 38) the meu of Ispahin entdeuvoured to excite one another's courage
by saying, * We are Sipahdnians, lions and tigers (or leopards); we are not Shirazians
“ dreading battle. We turn not away our faces from the blood shedding sword ; we
“feel not any inclination to demand qyarter.”

S G e pNlips & Sy y b el

£ PN (Pl i o 2y 1) el
T have extracted these Fnes from the MS. Taimér Nimeh (MUJ}&_&J) or “ History
of TAIMU'R,” also entitled the Zaffer Nimeh (4ol Jib) or * Book of Viotory.”
comprised in about 4500 distichs. Like the four other poems of HA'T1¥1', this is rare:
indeed Sir Witliam Jones could not procure (at least in Bengal) any hesides the Lodli
Majnin (prst  2), of which he priated the Persian text; (See his preface to
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Such an alarm was scarcely counterbalanced by news which
soon after arrived announcing the surrender of Herdt (w\p),
this celebrated city, as a courier déclared, had acknowledggd'
the sovereignty of Farrn Arr Sua’u, ar’d agreed td®pay
him an annual tribute; it was also whispered, but not very
confidently, that the Russians had retired from some of their
posts in Georgia; ‘and that the Turkish government would
allow the Persians to make an attack on ABpa R’Rum.;h'
(o) 0ue) Pdshé of Baghddd ; for this purpose, it was said,
the prince of Kirmdn Shah had made great preparations:
purchased all the wheat and barley in his capital; and was
actually commencing his march, with thirty thousand armed
men, besides followers of the camp; apd that resolving to
conquer orldie, he had taken with him his caffen ( ) or
winding sheet. Being of all the kings sons reckoned most
enterprising and warlike, describedeas heily rashid (a8 Jas)
and saheb e shamshir (3442 o\s), extremely brave and cle-
ver, and “lord of the scimitar,” or expert in wielding the
sword ; some profound politicans of Ispuhdn were almost in-

clined to wish that he might not succeed in this design
Ers 22 2 o L L o o o ot o 2 L o o o b o D o o JL 2 L o ot o o d S o 4 2 D o 2 1 2T 2 L =W

that publication). Ofthe Isfahénians it may be here remarked that if they despised the
people of other places, they have qulrrelied bitterly, during many centuries, among
ﬂ:emsehm, being divided into two parties or factions which, as the ** blues and greens”
formerly 4t Coustantinople, have frequently rendered their city a scene of tumult and
discord, and stained its publick places with blood. To these factions, originalily
proceeding from some slight difference of religious opinions, HAMDALLAH has
tlluded (See p. 9); they are noticed by Chardin and Tavernier; and Le Brun com-
pares them to the two parties at Venice, the Nicototti and Castellani, (Voyages, p.
196, Amst, 1718).
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against the Pdsh4, whose troops he could easily induce to
unite with his own, and assist him in snatching the diadem
from his father’s brow ; he was not, they said, the only prince
wmad determined to struggle for the empire ; and a con-
test among four or five brothers would probably, on the death
of FaTen Avi Sua’m, deluge the country with blood, al-
#hough AmBa’s Mi1'rza’ who governed at Tabriz, was ge-
netally regarded as heir apparent. After a silence of some
da'ys we were surprised to hear that the Turkish forces had
completely defeated the Prince of Kirmdnsha’{afz';fbut subse-
quent and more authentick rumours affirmed that no battle
whatsoever had occurred. Of these aftairs, however, all con-
sideration was dissipated among us in camp, on the arrival
of a Tétdr, who brdught more interesting intelligence from,
our European friends, transmitted by Mr. Stvatford Canning,
the British minister at Constantinople, in a packet with, dasv-
Jatches to the Ambassador. We were four days delig htfully
occupied (I speak from the recollection of my owa teelings)
in amnswering the letters thus received, after which the Tdtdr
set out on his return. Next morning, (August the 26th).
our Mehnidndar, Mi’rza ZEx1, having made every .neces-
sary arrangement for his journey to Tehrdn was dissuaded
by the AMi’N AD DOULEH fromn commencing it at the Lout
appointed; for his astrologers had discovered that sopé o8-
pects of the plancts were not favourable to such an under-
taking. The Vazér remained at Ispahdn until a more auspi-
cious moment two days after.
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‘People now reported that the king would soon lionour
this city with his presence, and reside in it probably severa]
months; he had been for some time with the army, but ru=
mours were also circulated, representing hith as dangeréusly
ill and unable to travel. The Amin ad’douleh at length was
favoured, on the 8th of September, with a letter from his
royal mester, who fixed on Tekrdn 1o be, as usual, the plac.e
of his winter residence. It was therefore decided that ihe
embassy should proceed to that capital through Kum ‘and
Cadshdn, instead of going by way of Hamaddn to Tabriz, as
bad been originally proposed.

Meanwhile sickness diffused itself at Saadetdbdd, not only
among the Europeans, but their Asiatick attendants. Bilious
disorders became fiequent and violent; whilst many were
affected by those complicated fevesish agues which the Per-
sians call (3} 5 «9) tab v lar2(*). The nights had been, from,
the middle of August, so cool that some laid additional blan-
kets on their beds; about the first of September the noctur-
pal warmth returned, and I found that one sheet was a suf-
ficient covering. At two o’clock after noon, on the third,

L N ¥ e

(*) Jab, (so pronounced feb by the Turks, and tup, as I understand, by the
Indians evho generally write it v ) signifies a “fever,” and in this sense contributes
to form the name of Tobris, as we learn from geographioal MSS. and many populas
epigrams. One poet whom I shall quote more partioularly in my account of Tabrix,
playing on the mame of his native city, declares " that its soil is amber, and its air teh-

“ rig” or fever-dispelling; 1) v 04y upiin ASle & '
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Fahrenheit's Thermometer rose to 96 in the shade; on the
nineteenth at the same hour it stood at 89; and on the
thirtieth at 84.

A bilious fever, attended with delirious ravings, provéﬂ'
fatal to the Ambassador’s English coachman; he died at the
age of twenty three-years, and we all attended the interment
of his body on the thirty-first of August, in the Armenian
cemetery. Mr. Sharp, the Surgeon, early in September,
was reduced to a very alarming state of weakness; and at the
same time KHoJEH ARETU'N, a venerable Armenian, and
treasurer of our Embassy, lay at the point of death. About
the tenth, Sir Gore Ouscley felt symptoms of indispggi;éon
which, after some 'days, became extremely dange'mus
Lieutenant Willock, also, was confined by such vnqlent illness
that his recovery could scarcel y have been ex pect ted During
the last week of this month (September) a comet was \'lSlble
évery night(*).

On the first or second of October the weather became cool
at night and morning; this change, perhaps, was beneficial
to the European invalids, but much annoyed the palmkin-
bearers, shivering Indians who had never before endured a

(**) Dr. Herschel, in the Philosopbical Transactions of the Royal Society, (for 181$)
mentions that this comet first became yisible to the saked eye about tise middie ‘of
August, 1811; and that the lumioous phencmenon which we call the comet’s tail was,

ou the 18th of October, upwards of one hundred nilllolu of mites lun.. ity ;I'MW’I;
breadth being at that time about fifieen milfions of miles, -
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- sensation of cold. In thecity, at this time, daily deaths were
numerous beyond the usual average of mortality; many perg
sons, young and vi goréus, fell victims to the illness of a few -
hours(**). The trees now began to shed their leaves; there
were strong and frequent gusts of wind; and during the
seventh and eighth soon after mid-dayseveral clouds obscured
the sky, and for some minutes it was impossible to ascertaif
the hour by a sun-dial; I had not before observed in Per%ia

such a circumstance as this.

It had been determined that our journey towards Tehrdn
should commence about the middle of October; and on the
twelfth Sir Gore Ouseley proceeded in a Takht-ravin,
()7 described in Vol. I p. 251) being still weak after his
illness, to return the Amién ad’doulch’s numerous visits (which
were sometimes of unreasonable lepgth, three or four hours)
and to take leave; most of the gentlemen accompanied him.
The minister presented a handsome sword and belt orna-
mented with jewels, on a silver tray, to the Ambassador,

L S Y T e N L T W DA P A ey

(**) Among these I must notice AeBA’s A'L1  Je (wlac who sometimes visited ns

in the camp; he was a remarkably haudsome mam and had acted with credit in the

- magisterial department., Feasting one day in perfect health with several compa-

nions, he heard that some of his intimate friends had suddenly died; this circumstance

problﬂ;md'um& him to reflect on the precarious tenure by which life is held; he

abraptly left the entertaioment and proceeded to the nearest burial-ground, where he

inquired the price of a grave suitable for limself. Being very tall he agreed to pay

a few pence more than the two or 4hree rikls, usually charged on ordinary occasions;

he then chose a particular spot for bis own interment; saw the earth opened, went
home, died the mext day, and was buried according te the directions he had given.
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who at the same time, received letters from the king, brought
by a Persian courier, and despatches with Knglish news-
pepers, by a Tétir from Constantinople. |

On our return through the Chérbigh, an old blind man
with a white beard, standing under the gate-way, solicited us
£or alms. I had often remarked him in the same place; and
notv learned, from another person, some particulars of his
lamentable history. Ie had once been a chief or nobhleman
of high rank and considerable fortune, in one of the north-
eastern provinces ; where a hundred servants attended him
whenever he rode forth from his princely mansion; but hav-
ing incurred the envy or suspicion of AKA MunaMMED
Kua’s, (that tyrant who bequeathed the government of
Persia to his nephew the present king), he was stripped of all
his wealth by arbitrary confiscation, and deprived of sight,
a greater blessing, by heated plates of metal drawn across
or held close before his eyes. In blinding persons of mean
condition, the point of a knife or dagger is frequently used.

We employed ourselves on the thirteenthin preparations: for
our journey ; and 1 finished several views and ground-plans of
the edifices that decorated or rather constituted the Saadet-
ébdd or * Residence of Felicity.” Among these, the princjy
pal structure has been delineated in Pl. LVI; another in Pl.
LVII; and the ichnogra pl:l%l sketclies are given w the
end of this volume, and explained in the Appendix.
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Amang several Manuscripts whicll I purchased soon after
our arrival at Jspahdn, was a poetical work composed during
the full splendour of this palace; the original perfection of
its water-works, and beauty of its shady avenues, and of the
luxuriant flowers that embellished their variegated bordess,
It is entitled ““The Gulzdr-e-Saadet or Rose bed of Prospe-
rity, a poem in praise of the gardens and edifices at Sgad-
“ etdbdd”(**), composed about an hundred and ten years dgo.
Besidesthe poem written to celebrate these gardens, I procu'red
during my residence underthe shade of their noble chindr-trees,
many other Manuscripts; among which some are only beau-
tiful copies of Arabick or Persian works, already known in
the great libraries of London or Oxford, Paris or Leyden;
but three or four may be considered as extremely rare; it is,
doubtful, indeed whether any duplicates of them exist in
Europe; they shall be noticed in another part of this work.
But Ispahén did not furnish even one of those ancient Ara-
bick and Persian Manuscfipts, that the booksellers undertook,
ar;d probabl y endeavoured to procure, according to a list
which I had given them immediately on my arrival. . Some
gems and a few medals {represented in Pl. LIX) were the.
chief result of my researches among sarrdfs (_l») or money
changers, and deldls ($%) or persons employed by shop-

Lo L b o o o o
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{'} Its title is obl | P d...?‘)!dc ) uléb t..iJ_‘f-I )Jl-’dlu- J‘ J‘S:..v w ..;,.'a.i..
and it comprises about three bundred and fifty distichs. The same voivme containg
4 poetical description of Yezd lo;:) and ether eompositions, occup)ing nearly ong.

“Rindred wad fifty octavo pages..
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keepers to carry about specimens of their goods and to sell
trifling articles of various kinds. From ore delif 1 pro-
cured a small parcel of the hinmé and rang, used in giving to
the beard a fine glossy black tinge; these substances shall
be noticed in the Appendix. | '"

v At Ispahdn the covers of books are ornamented in a style
peculiarly rich; and they often exhibit miniatures painted with
consgiderable neatness and ad mir&xbly varnished. I purchased
amany loose covers of different sizes, containing represenia-
tions of the finest Persian flowers delineated from nature in
exquisite colours, and with minute accuracy.

Most provinces of*the kingdom are supplicd by this great
city with pencases or Kalmddns (_)s.l5 generally prolr'llounced
Kalmdoon ) made, like the book-covers, of pasteboard, and
sometimes equally beautiful in their decorations;. of those
tases may be seen, in one shop, parcels three or four feet
high, comprising many hundred, of various patterns, and of
all prices from a shilling or half-rial to three or four guineas
or tamébns. Out of such heaps I selected thirty, some on ac-
count of their particular devices, and others as presents for
my friends in England. The Kalmdén consists of two parts;
one reseinbling a drawer, from five to nine or ten inches long;
generally about one inch in depthand a little more in width.
'The otheris a sheath or cover made to close upon and fit the
drawer with great exactpess. The last or Miscellaneous
Plate shows, in fig. 1, the form of a kalmddn as stuck in the
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girdle or carried in the pocket. Fig. 2 and 3 represent the
parts separated('").

Of paper, also, many Sandiikcheh (agi)xic) or small boxes,
are manufactured at Ispahdn; so tenacious and adhesive is
the serfsh( s ), a viscous substance used in their compositiox.l;
that the pasteboard seems to possess all the strength and solj;
dity of wood. Those boxes in gencral, are splendidly painted
and varnished ; some contain, in various compartments on the
lids, ends and sides, very interesting pictures executed in the
best style of Persian miniature. The common subjects are
battles and hunting-parties; but they often exhibit scenes
from popular romances, among which the favourite seems to
be Niza’'m1’s story, The loves of Knusrav and Sur’rr'w.

PUSLPETBPEL TSP IVLPSLL PSPPSRI ETR ST LPPLTLOON.

(*") A case properly furnished should contain, 4. four or five pens called kalm (3
the Greek and Latin xaXauos and calamus), In the Miscell, Plate (fig. 4), a kalm is
delineated of the real size, The best of these pens are made of the dark brown o2
blackish mei or reed that grows near Skitskter (in the province of Khizistdn or Susiana)
and thence denominated mei Shiishteri ((sdy3 (). 11 The marakkeb (S,s) or
ink. 111, The dwswit (L:.‘.J‘JJ) or ink holder (fig. b) of brass, silver, mother of pearl
or other materials, plain or ornamented; a small kibleh numé (‘du 43..\3) or magnetick
needle, (which enables the Muselmin while praying to direct his looks towards Mee-
cah ), is sometimes set under a glass in the dxwit as fig, 5 expresses. 1V, A chdké
(Ji'lg-) 5 this name distinguishes & small knife used for mending pens, from the long-
bladed knife called kéred (._le) V. A Mikréz (5 ,iu) or pair of scissars, for
clipping paper. V1. Thesang 86 (L— JA.-) or whet-stone. Fig. G shows the exact
form :n‘lin of 'one now before me. VII, The katea zan (w)‘ th'l') fig. 7; a flat
and thin piece of horn two or three inches long, on which the pen is laid when ita,
poiat requires cuttiog. VIII, The &b dusodt kun (uf Il «) fig. 8; with this.
ligtle spoon, generally made of metal, water is dropped into the duwit for the purposs.
of diluting the ink when become dry or coagulateg..
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All the fanciful devices above mentioned combine to de-
corate one Sandikcheh which I proct#ed, but at u price not-
very moderate; for its cover is enriched with portraits of real
and living personages; the king seated on his throne, attended
by some of the princes and chief ministers. That a very
strong resemblance appeared in the countenances, and that
the attitudes, state-dresses and ornaments of the figures were
most faithfully represented, was declared by several persons
Who‘ had frequently been at court; and my own personal ob-
servation, soon after, confirmed the truth of their assertions.
"To illustrate another chapter, I shall lay before the reader an
engraving traced from this picture. The box which itadorns
is about fourteen inches long, the pastcboard being three
‘quarters of an inch thick. Most Saadtikchehs whether larger
or smaller are formed nearly on the same model, which is suffi-
ciently described in the last or Miscellaneous Plate, No. 9,
showing the form of mine.

The artists who make those boxcs and pen-cases, very in-
geniously mount small looking glasses also in frames of paste-
board; a traveller finds these extremely convenient as they
lie flat and occupy but little space among his clothes. Some
are opened like a book, and fastened by means of a hook
and catch (Misc. Pl. No. 10). Of others the mirror is ‘od
casionally covered by a piece which fits exactly in the palte- |
board frame, and is easily separated from it by a person’s
nail (Misc. PL. No.11). ‘These looking glasses are of wmous
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sizes and forms, sqpare, oval or octagonal, from five to twelve
or thirteen inches long® and proportionably broad. The
frames and covérs are often neatly painted, and sometimes
ornamented with Khdtembandi (_ssisi\l).

This is a kind of mosaick-work, used also on boxes, small.’
cabinets or chests of drawers, musical instruments and othe?
srticles. It consist‘ in various patterns formed by layihg
minute pieces of ivory, brass, silver, hard wood, and bone
étained of various colours, in a bed of such excellent glue or
cement, that, as it has been sdid, the wholeis often planed at
once like a solid board, and thus no inequality remains
among hundreds or thousands of the component particles;
this I am almost induced to believe from the perfectly smooth
and level surface of some specimens now on my table; one
is, copied. in the Miscellaneous Platg Ng. 12.

To dispose such'a multiplicity of those small diversified’
materials within a narrow compass, angd in patterans of the
utmost regularity, was not only an occupation that ensured
considerable profit to many artists of Shirdz and Ispahan, but,
served, some centuries ago, as an gmusing exercise of inge-
nuity, to persons of illustrious rank.- Dowrer Sua’st in his
# Lmes of the Poets,” enumerating the accom plishments of
Suuu’n* ABMED BEN AVI'S ((uy\ o aae! ), Who mear-
dered and succeeded his brother HusEIN () in the yedr
1388, informs us that his musical composiyons were highly .
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esteemed ; and ““this prince,” says the biggrapher, * being
¢« himself acquainted with many wiéncés, encouraged them-
«in others; he was the author of excellent verses both in
s Arabick and Persian; and considered a master in several
‘¢t branches of art; such as in painting and gilding, in making
« bows and arrows, and in Khétembandi”(*).

Y'hat chess, originally an Indian gamg, has been.since the
sixth, or perhaps the third century of Christ,afavourite among
the Persians, Doctor Hyde of Oxford sufficiently demon?
strates in his elaborate ¢ Historia Shahiludii;” the plates of
which render it unnecessary for me to describe the table and
various pieces used in playing. But although the same
learned writer has traced nard (95) or backgammon to ages
of still higher antiquity, his account not being illustrated-by
any engraved represgntafion, I have annexed the form-of a
takhteh (&) made at Isfahdn (Misc. Pl fig. 13). This is of
chindr-wood, about twenty inches long and twelve or thirteen
broad, enclosed within a frame or ledge that rises half an
inch, and prevents the dice from falling over. It is not divi-

o*e
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See the Tezkerreh, or History of the Persian Poets by DowLeT SuA’# of Sdwareand,
in bl account of HA'F1z. Perhaps the finest pieces of Khétembandi mossick ever
brought to Europe are those which Sir Gore Ouseley bas caused to be iulaid in doers

and tables, now forming some of the most rich and beautiful ornaments of his houst in
London. |
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ded into twa,valres, like our European tables; but-exhibiis a
middle space either blank or ornamented with pictures of
birds, flowers or human figures, between the right and left
painted compartments which contain the marks represented
by us as pyramids with acute points; here they are parallel
lines filled up with colours alternately dark and light.. On the
intermediate space above-mentioned thedice are thrown, ndt
from a box but from the player’s hand. Such is the form of
a takhteh-i-nard (op &) or backgammon table. The men
or muhreh (s,4+) are commonly pieces of wood about one
inch and a half in height, sometimes very neatly turned or
carved, fifteen. being black, the other fifteen either red or
white. Fig. 14 shows the real size and form of those that I
brought to England. The dice are generally of bone and
larger than those now used among us. A knowledge of back-
gammon acquired in Eui'ope enabled me, almost immedi-
ately, to contend with Persians at nard; observing, however,
that they did not allow to doublets, peculiarly, any advantage
beyond their obvious numerical powers.

The Indian game Pachis (wssl) i sometimes played at
Isfahdn, where I procured the takhteh or board, made in that
city, and represented by fig. 15, (Misc. Plate). It is of
chintiy-tree wood, and in form resembles a cross; mine con-
sists of four pieces, equal in size and so contrived that two
by means of grooves may be united with the other two; each
piece is ten. inches and a half long and above three wide,,
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‘divided merely by”painted lines, into twenty four compart-
ments square, and one triangular at the end which joins itto
the otﬁers; thus each piece contains twenty five houses, or
Khanehs (\s-) as the Persians call these compartments; and
that number is expressed by the name pachis given to this
game in the language of Hindéstdn. Fig. 16 shows the form
‘of one piece separated from the other three; on each, the
cor:npartmenls are filled with the same colours and exhibit
the 'same ornaments, among which I know not whether we
may class the Suns, having neglected to ascertain in what
manner the gameis played. Eight small shells however, are
used, and as many wooden muhreh (s4.) or men, four red
and four black, each above an inch high and of a conical
form,asinfig. 17.

Cards did not seem to be much in use, at least publickly
among the Persians, who call them Ganjafah (.%). Two or
three packs which I examined in the bdzdr at Ispahin were
of European manufacture, and had been brought from Russia.

Of pictures very neatly executed in water colours, on
leaves of paper either separate, or collected into books,
many hundreds were brought for inspection to our tents,
and offered daily for sale in the shops of I‘{?&hdw
Among those I found severalinteresting, as portraits of re-
markable personages; and others as they illustrated manners
and customs, representing scenes of frequent occurrence in
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domestick life; many twere recommended as precnpus relicks
of j:he ancient school, if so wd may describe works of two Qr
perhaps three centuries; to me the oldest appeared the begt;
and such, indeed, the living artists did not hesitate to acknow-
ledge them. Others were chiefly admired for the brillianey
of their colours; and a few, though exhibiting mere outlines,
bore, as they deserved, a price comparatively high; for thode
outlines had been traced by the hand of some Persian ngx-
man. There was yet another class of miniature painti‘ngS
which evinced in the grouping of figures and general style
of drawing, considerable skill and ingenuity wasted on sul=
jects the most offensive to a modest eye. Ofsuch painted and
outline figures on paper, as may without, scruple be presented
to the rcader, I annex specimens among the Plates of
this volume, and an account in the Appendix; but of
several offered for sale, those most highly finished were
unfortunately of such a description as precludes any farther
notice.

Some figures painted in oil-colours on canvass, and nearly
of thegatural human size, represented those modern beauties
who grace the Harems of the wealthy and voluptuous: Fromr
all that I could learn the fair daughters of Circassia, respect-
ing whom we Europeans have heard or read so much, are
confounded by Persians with ¥ lovely damsels of a nelgh-
bouring country under the name of Gurjf (_»5) or Georghm
These seem to be most generally adniired and are conse-
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quently sold at the highest prices; while the denomination
Cherkest (_u$2) or Circassiands rarely mentioned. But this
does not argue an inferiority of charms; taste among the
Persians, as elsewhere, differs in individuals, and often ap~
pears depraved to a degree which we can scarcely compre-
hend. A Khan or nobleman of my acyuaintance purchased,
while we resided at Tehrén, a Calmuck girl whose broad flat
noefne, little angular eyes, and, in short, every feature, contri-
buted to form what among us would be reckoned ugliness ;
yet this gratification of caprice cost the Khdn as considerable
& sum of money as he had paid, on former occasions, for the
possession of young females who might have been considered

pretty even in France or England.

The oil paintings are of various sizes; the best that 1 had an
opportunity of seeing were from fourto six feet long, and from
two to three feet wide; the figures in Plate LX1 are engraved
from two in my. own collection, and would sufficiently prove,
what other pictures given in this volume serve to show, that
female beauty is not much heightened by any clegance of

Persian drapery.

I now.return to the tamp of Saadetdbdd, where we con-
tinued every night watching the comet, and listening ta. the;
melancholy yelping of a thowsand jackals which priowled
about the gardens till dawn of day in numerous packs, often.
Tushing close by our tents, but running off with the utmost:
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speed whenever we-atlemptéd to surprise them ; two or three,
however, were shot by persons who guarded the Zavileh (44}
or place where our mules and horses stood at piquet.

That Isfahdn abounded in fruit has already appeared from
the testimony of ancient and modern writers, amply confirm=
ed by the profusion of our daily desserts in the Sufreh Khd?
neh (&&= a40) or dining-hall of the palace; while graps,
melons and peaches of exquisite flavour might have been
found at all times on the respective tables of ‘the English
gentlemen. 'To this was added, most gratefal when least to
be expected, during days of excessive heaty the luxury
afforded by snow and ice; of which, for afew pil i sidk
(34w Ju) or half-pence, enough might be purchased to pre-
serve for two or three hours in its original freshness, a large
quantity of fruit, and to cool some.bottles of wine or bowls
of sherbet.

I have mcntioned that the thirteenth of October was spent
in preparations for the journey to Tehrédn. "On the fourteenth
we departed from the gardens of Saadetibad or * Mansion
* of Felicity,” passed over the bridge of K iugu through the
ad_]ommg chirbigh, bdzdrs and winding streets, and under
the gate called Dervdzeh Tidkchi(*®), near which are two

“““m““”..m

S

(*) In the qurimm of Ghafféri I find the name spelt q“.f (Tikechi); while

it appears s (Tukhchi) in the pages of a whrk written during our ‘residence at
Ispahén by™a "Persian, whose accuracy, however, is question#ble,
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figures of lions rudely carved in stone, each seeming to have
partly swallowed a human head, of which the face, at least,
is visible between the extended jaws; from thissgate we pro-
cpéied along the garden eithe Kiish Khéneh (s\i2y) or king

Bawk-house,” within half a mile from which we encamped
on a’plain northward of the city, and neat the source or
shream-called A’d i Shdh pesend (simy & <) which serves to
sugp‘ly a multiplicity of candts or aqueducts. Qur whole
Imarch did not, probably, exceed five miles.

Here we rempined one week, amused with receiving or
]’)’é_ying visits,y and furnishing ourselves with various articles
for which Isfaltin has been most distinguished. I explored
the ruins of villages scattered over the plain in all directions
near our camp; it is said that they once amounted to thirty ;
and some must have been considerable in size and respecta-
ble from the bandsome houses which they contained. Al-
though pillaged and depopulated by the Afghdns almost a
century ago, many, of their chambers yet remain, with vaults
and stazr—cases but little injured; yetno human being is ever
‘seen within th@r walls except some traveller, who wonders at
ﬁndfng hlmleff'alone in plces which might be easily render-
ed hab:table, situate not. much above a mile from the walls
of a great metropolis. It must be confessed that these ritins,
composed of sun-dried bricks and mud, appear, like many
modern edifices of Persfh, to much greater advantage in their

ontlines on paper than in‘reality ; for the ni¢hnness of mate-.
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rials cannot well be expressed in a drawing, however accu-
rately it may represent forms and proportions. Among the
ruins nearcst to our camp, I sketched a range of buildings,
as thgy appear in Plate LX; and froin my vwn tent, part of
Ispahdn ; See the same Plate,

On the sixteenth several clouds passed along the sky, an®
a slight momentary shower surprised and pleased us; next
day we were much annoyed by frequent whirlwinds extreme-
ly violent, which almost overwhelmed us in dust; many little
Jerboas called by the Persians miish-salrai ( sme _54e) ““rats
“or mice of the desert,” were found alive, ncar our camp ;

and other creatures resembling ferrets(*).

It had been originally proposed that we should begin our
march on the seveateenth or cighteenth.  All the Ambassa-

dor’s arrangements were made accordingly, and Asu”L
B Y T 2 e T T = = 0 WS I P DOy

(*) These were, perhaps, the Jird which Dr. Shaw found in Barharv, and associates
with the Jerboa or Yerboa; (Travels, p. 176, 1. edit. 1757) as two little harmlcss
animals that burrow in the ground. By Drace, in the Appendix to bis Travels, a eood
engraved representation of the Jerboa has been given; and he, h'ke..Dr. Shaw, is incli-
ned to regard this creature (from the extraordinary length of its hind feet, and dispro-
portionate shortness of its fore feet) as thut amon the thiree kinds of Libyan rats or
mice, which Herodotus styled *“two footed;” Muwy Se yevea rpiya avroe eore o Jev
Simodes Jraksorray, (Lib. 1V. c. 192). The learued Bochart has treated copiously of
the Jﬂ'bn, ( Al Yarbua or Yarbiio 3:}-!“ of Arabian writers) and thinks it to be the
sqfan or saphan (;p) of the Bible (Psalm CIV, 18, Prov, XXX. 20) rendered in our
translation * conies,” plurally saphanim, 39w (Hierozoic. Lib. 1. cap 33, uader
the head * ™ saphan non est cuniculus sed majoris Muris geous™). Shaw and Bruce,
however, are not willing toadopt this opinion,
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Hassan Kua’~ had been appointed toact as our Mehmdn-
ddr; but the great fast of the month Rama za’N (\e.)) during
which the Mohammedans abstain from ealing, drinking, or
smoking betweersunrise and sunset, wasnow almost iermina-
ted; and no Persian would willingly commence a journey or
any other business until the new moon had been perceived.
i*larly on the nineteenth it was publickly and joyfully pro-
c]:;imed that this event had occurred ; the day was therefore
considered as an important efd (sa2) or festival,and devoted by
the true believers to gluttony, the delights of tobacco, and
scnsual gratifications of every kind. Presents were recipro-
cally given by relations, friends and equals; and offered by
servants to their masters with the usual compliment and wish,
etd-i-shuma mubdrek bdshed (ssh She W& we) “may this
“ holyday be auspicious fo you”(*!). On these occasions the
gifts are not always of much intrinsick value; but a fruit, a
flower, or a bit of sweet-meat, serves as a token of esteem or
of respect. The twentieth day of October was the last of
our residence here.
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(") Or “may your festival be blessed or fortunate.” In the Persian sentence
bished sppears to have superseded, within two or three centuries, the onginal, and per-
baps more correct term, bad (.:b) On this form of compliment I shall offer some ze-
marks in the Appendix.



CHAPTER XV.

—

Journey from Ispahén to Tehrdn.

[ —-

N the twenty-first day of October, at six o’clock in the

morning we left our camp near the Kish Khaneh of
Ispahén, and having marched ten miles and three quarters,
arrived within three hours at Gaz (.£). Our road was per-
fectly flat; with mountains both on the right and left; we
passed by many of those ruined villages before-mentioned
and, atthesecond mile,a running stream called A b-i- Fazlabdd
(oWas \); after which we remarked several candts or subter-
raneous conduits for the purposes of irrigation, but few symp-
toms of agriculture until we approached our halting-place,
where some extensive plantations of melons, and of the castor
and cofton plants were discovered.. Gaz, it is said, comprises
five hundred houses or families; but I think the number ex-
aggerated by that statement; its caravansera is a handsome
edifice externally, and constructed of brick not sun-dried in,
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the usual manner, but hardened by means of fire to the solid-
ity and perhaps the durability of stone ; yet its inner cham-
bers were fallen o decay; our tents however rendered us inde-
pendent of any accommodation that this building might have
afforded. Gaz, of which the name is written by Arabian
geographers Jaz (j»), was considered in the fourteenth cen-
tury as chief of twelve viilages belonging to the district of
Narkhudrsi (_ea)y-p) 5 shis we learn trom Hamparran Caz-
VI'NI, who a(ids, that “in this villagc ol Guz (or Jaz) a fire-
“ temple had been constructed by Banmawn the son of Is-

“prNDYAR”(').

Some unfavourable aspect of the stars, (a ready, and to
Persians a sufricieni excuse for laziness or procrastination),
detained our Mekméndir, Asv’L Hassan Kr21’N, until night
in the city. Meanwhile.his deputy on this occasion, Mv-
HAMMED Bec (v owwe) found much difficulty, through
some neglect of previous arrangements, in procuring for us
and for our horses, the necessary sirsat or allowance of pro«
visions. Gazenjoys a temperate air; the natives reckon it
cold ; Fahrenheit’s Thermometer rose, however, to 75 at half-

past one o’clock.

We began our march on the twenty-second at a very
.?}"
early hour; the road was excellent, and with the excegtwﬂ
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(1) oy Gallss 5ietol Jbasiit g g o w0 (20 3 (M3, Nushat ol Culib,
Geogr. Sect. chi, 3, in the'sccount of fsfahin.)



October 1811.) MU’RCHEI KEHU RT. kg

of one inconsiderable rise, uniform] y level; and would have
presented no other obstacles to wheel-carriages than two ar
three water-courses.  We passed some ruined villages and
neglected though handsome caravanseras ; and at lengthafter
a journey of twenty one miles and a half, reached our tents
near Mércheh- Khiirt (w3)i= ¢>y90), Or as the name is softene(.i
in pronunciation, Mircheh Khird(*). Here is a mud-built
castle with towers, and the whole placeis supposed to cont‘pin
about two hundred houses. To these belong some gardens
which produce fruiis of various kinds, and some fields where
cotton and castor, wheat and barley were cultivated. Near
the village we remarked a Caravanser4, which the Amin ad

doulel’s workmen were, or scemed, engaged in repairing.

On the twenty-third, at five o’clock in the morning, we set
out from Mircheh Khirt, after a night so extremely cold that
the water was frozen in some of our tents. At ten we alight-
ed near the caravanserz of Aké Kemdl phiin (yab JUSBY), or
*the lower;” so called to distinguish it from another situate
one stage farther towards the north(®). Wetravelled this day
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( But in the MS. Nuzhat al culiib (Chap. of Roads and Stages) I find the name
written Mircheh Khur ( J,-'- = JJ")’ This place was the scene of a memorable battle
fought on the twelfth and thirteenth of November in 1729, whes NA’DER SHA'H de.
fcated tfle Turks and Afghdns. .

(*) The Persians seldom take much trouble in giving the true sound to Arabick
Jetters of difficult pronunciation; but generally call &Y or \3\, A'gé, and often simply
Aé, as iv' the well knowa and ouce formidable name of A’k A’ MUHAMMEBD, the pre.
sent monarch’s uncle. 1 remarked that péiin (Uﬁ-‘i) which distinguishes the firsy

earavansera as “ the lower,” was commonly pronounced pdius.
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fifteen miles and a half, over a flat and dreary waste; the road
was good, but destitute of houses, of men, trees, and even of
shrubs. We found, however, the solitary caravansera, which.
owes its foundaticn and its name to Aca’ KEma’s, (an offi-
cer of the Harem under one of the Sefevi princes) a handsome,
structure; and here too we saw several masons employed. I
was endeavouring to recollect some instance of a publick, or
ind&ed a private edifice in Persia, besides this and the cara«
vansera of Murcheh Khirt, being rescued from decay by
timely reparation, when it was maliciously, and perhaps
falsely whispered, that the labours of those workmen had
commenced at our approach, and would terminate on our de-
parture; as they were hircd merely 1o excite in the Ambas-
sador such an opinion of the Amin ad’douleh’s zeal for the
conveniency of travellers and the improvement of his coun-
try, as might be favourably reported to the king ; this artifice,
however, seems to me improbable, as it was contemptible and
unnecessary ; for we had alrcady witnessed daily at Ispahin
the numerous splendid and useful works devised by that
minister and executed at his expense. 'This day the Ther-

mometer at noon rose to 71; but the night was exceedingly
cold.

Our march of the twenty-fourth commenced before six and
ended about ten o'clock, when we halted at the caravansera
of Akd Kemdl bdla () or “the upper,” having advanced in a
northern direction thirteen miles. When nearly half-way we.
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saw on the left some villages which constitute Jéshghdn
(ul*sy>-), a place celebrated for the manufactory of carpetas.
Our path was in many spots extremely rough and stony, and
every where barren; itistherefore called, as a Persian informed
me, the réh-e-bidbéni (Yl o)) or “desert road.” Its inequa-
lities of surface were numerous, but the hills not very high ;
and I remarked that most of our ascents from the southern
side exceeded by a few feet or yards the descents on the
‘other; thus the general surface appeared to rise in our pro-

gress towards the north.

Our tents were placed neuar a caravansera recently con-
structed, indeed scarcely finished, by, the Amin ad'douleh ;
the old caravansera, about a mile distant, being no longer
frequented from an alleged scarcity of water. YetI found
on visiting it, a stream by no means scanty, murmuring near
the back of this deserted edifice, which was still spacious and
handsome; the stream flowed from an adjoining village where
some houses were almost perfect, though none had been in-
habited for many years. Here were two large willows, vene-
rable in their decay; and near the new caravansera some
younger trees of which I was induced to ascertain the num-
ber, a Persian having declared, in the usual mode of vague
amplification, * that to him they seemed five hundred, or
¢ perhaps a thousand ;” neither he nor I could reckon more
than eighty. It was here discussed whether we should pro-
ceed to Cdshan by way of Kuhrid or of Sow; the former was
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preferred as affording shorter stages and more convenient
halting places for the invalids(*).

To a day of pleasant temperature (for the Thermometer
did notrise above 60) succeeded a night so cold that we were
scarcely enabled to defend ourselves by means of additional
Jed-clothes from the frost which converted into ice much of
the water in our matarrehs or leathern bottles (described in
Vol. 1. p. 247; Misc. Pl fig. 12). Ofthe large and handsome,
but deserted caravansera, I made a sketch from which is
cngraved fig. 18 in the Misccllaneous or last Plate of this

volume.

After a ride of fifteen miles we arrived on the twenty-fifth
at Kulrid (s,4) ; our path in various places bad and stony led
us over many bhills, and througﬁ one narrow mountain pass .
or gardench (x35) which would not admit two horses ahreast.
We saw several rats of an estraordinary size; the Jerboas
were numerous, and some gentlemen of our party shotharcs,
partridges and wild ducks. Although the leaves we:e falling
very fast at Kuhrid, the multiplicity of its trees, (’bafﬁing my
powers of enumeration) and its verdant fields, amply indem-
nified the ej'e for that naked and barren expanse over which
it had so widely and hopelessly ranged during the last theee
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() Sow of which I have never seea the name written in Pen?n) was said to be.s
large village with a handsome carqransera, about twenty-three miles Northward of,
Mircheh kislirt, aud seven or eight miles Eastward of the road that we took,
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days. This place is justly celebrated as one of the pleasantest
in Persia, and comprehends two villages; Kulrid giving the
general denomination, though comprising but one hundred
and fifty houses or families; while the other, Jéindn (g, is
said to contain above two hundred; these are abundantly
supplied with water by a bcautiful stream which accompa-
nied us during the last half hour of this morning’s ride from
a place where the roads of Sow and of Agd Kemadl unite”("’).
The houses situate on the steep sides of a hill, almost seem
to stand one upon another. Below is the caravansera; and
near it, on a rising ground, the remains of an old castle; be-
tween various eminences the valley appears, richly cultivated,
and finely diversified with gardens, fersilized by the stream
above mentioned, and yielding in great quantities most admi-
rable fruit. We thought the walnuts and apples particularly
excellent. From a spot near the ruined castle I sketched
part of this village, as in Plate LVIII; but it appears to much
greater advantage in a different point of view as accurately
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(*) This * River ot Kuhrid” nccording to HAMDALLAH, * flows from the movn-
*tuin of Khdnsdr; and having passed through the territories of Jerbddekin, Luristin
‘“and Kum, its waters in the spring seacon are lpst subterraneously after a course
“of ll:irty five farungs 4

'-*“’0 h“-‘;’ EN 5 u*‘:” e L'sf'\‘"' ')‘M)*’)Lv‘ P
(MS. Nuztat al culth, ch.of Rivers). [ have here spelt Khansar as in the Mmuu.npt
( JL..J‘..) but in modern works the pame is mostly written Khudusdr ( J\...;\,..)
and the southern Persinns invariably pronouncesit Khoonsér, This town is described
as situate in one of the most fertile and beautifulparts of Persia ; beiug about ninely
miles north-eastward from Jefakén.
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delineated by Colonel Johnson in the tenth plate of his very
interesting ** Journey from India to England,” p. 188.

Here the Ambassador encamped as usual; butall the other
English gentlemen, and Apu‘L Hassan Kua‘n, found suf-
ficient accommodation at the caravansera; where in my
shamber or vaulted cell the Thermometer at two o’clock did
nok rise above 50. Near this is the green roofed tomb of an
Imimzddeh, or holy personage whom the journal of M1’rza*
Sa’LEE styles Sua‘n za’pEN Huse1In son of the illustrious
Imdm Mu'sa Ca'zem; (LK s plal s oly s oluls)
““and from the summit of an eminence here,” as the same
“journalist affirms, ‘“may be seen, in one direction, the
“ great mountain Damdévend three stages beyond Tehrdn;
“and in another the city of Isfahin with its adjacent
“territories and the necighbouring hills”(°). The viliage
of Kuhrtid is a district considered as dependent on
Céshdn ; and according to the ¢ table of roads and stages,”
givenin Hampavrran’s Geography, is distant from that city

eight farsangs(’); our actual mcasurement would scarcely
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M o /‘!‘-ﬂ‘ Olget 3 s 3 1 3 byl 1 oy J;“ 4o &
(MS. Jourmthf M: BZA’' SA'LEH),

(') See bis Itinerary .)\gheo! L' o* “from Céshén to Isfahdn” which thus
beg:nsu.ﬁanu):t..—bsb)p M'u L.-‘ﬁ j\ “From Céshén to the village of Kukrini,
cight farsangs,” (MS, Nushat al Cu!i-b ch. of roads aud stages).
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allow twenty six miles to the road by which we travelled
perhaps another more circuitous was, from some local cirs
cumstance, preferred in the time of that author.

The ingenious Chardin thinks it not improbable that, as
some European writers have asserted, the valley of Kuhréd
was the scene of Darius’s last moments (Tome III, p. 88p-
Rouen, 1723). An examination of this opinion will find
its place in a future work better adapted than the present
to discussions on subjects connected with the history of
Alexander.

On the twenty-sixth we did not leave our manzil before
seven o’clock in the morning. The rond during this day’s
march was in general bad, rugged and stony, and rendered
uneven by numerous hills; but these, for the first three or
four miles near Kuhrid were beautifully wooded; and com-
bined with the subjacent valley, its winding limpid streams,
the well cultivated fields which they watered, and the thickl y
planted gardens, to constitute suclyscenery as even in Wales
might be rgckoned most ‘romantick and picturesque.”
Passing by the village cemetery I remarked the image of a
lion very rudely carved in stone, like that before noticed at
Diris, {Vol. 1. p. 270); and on the slabs covering many graves
were chiseled the figures of cypress-trees.

Between the fifth and sixth mile of our journey we came to
that great band (&) or dike which Sfia’n AsBa’s constructed
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for the purpose of féstraining and collecting mountain tor-
rents and the water of dissolved snow. This band is an im-
mense wall, apparently from forty to ﬁft_w} feet high between
two precipices; a winding path has been cut on the left side,
but so dangerous did it seem at one projecting corner of the
rock, that Lady Ouseley was induced to leave her palankin ;
and most of us encountered its difficulties on foot. The
refervoir or lake formed by this mound was nearly dry; but
we heard that the water has sometimes risen so exceedjngly
as to overflow the wall. One arch, at the very bottom, suffi-
ces for the transmission of a moderate stream. As we ap-

proached this extraordinary object I sketched the view en-
graved in Plate LVIIL.

We proceeded to Gabrdbdd (s\),) where our tents were
pitched ; and alighted there after a march of almost four
hours; yet the distance from Kwhrfid did not by many yards
exceed ten miles. Qur camp was situate close to the ruios of
a mud-built village, once the ¢ Abode of Fire-worshippers,”
and on that account styléd Gabrdbdd; within three quarters
of a mile was the handsome caravansera whicl® Apu”y, I ASe
saN Kua’'~ and his servants occupied; it had been built in
the tiwe of Sua’a AsBa‘s by a person named M1’r Sa‘ser.
(e ). During the course of this morning’s ride, I per-
ceived or imagined in the general surface of the cdﬁntry a
gentle declination towards Cdshdn, but not equivalent to the
ascent of former stages; and though we were advancing in a
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northern 'directipn, and had arrived at the twenty-sixth of
October, Fahrenheit’s Thermometer on that day at two o’clock
rose to 67; higher by seventeen degrees than it had risen at .
the same hour on the twenty-fifth.

I walked about our camp from breakfast until dinner time
with my gun; but rather in search of antiquities than of game?”
The ruined village furnished no criterion by which the reli-
gion of its founders or inhabitants could be ascertained st
was.easy, however, and not uninteresting to trace the gradual
process of decay; some houses were yet but slightly affected
by the weather or by time; of others the roofs and arches had
fallen, and many were half filled with the rubbish of their
own walls. Some scarccly rose abov'f; the level of their
foundations; and several were moulded into hillocks of clay.
Near this, the remains of a handsome and commodious
bath attracted my observation; it had been well constructed
of excellenl brick and ncatly ornainented with lackered tile-
work. The pipes for conducting water and the stoves for
heating it might still, without much trouble, have been ren-
dered perfeét. But my rambles, although extended rour or
five miles beyond this place,among the mountainsand through
the valley, were not recompensed by any thing that wore even
the s¢gmblance of antiquity, except some vestiges of a stone
building near the ruined village. Theyappearon the sum-
mit of a hill whence the whole road to Cdshdn was distinctly
seen, and that city with the long tine of gardens bebind it;,
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on days less hazy, mount Damévand bas often beert discerned
from this spot. If complete dilapidation be a proof of age
those vestiges may boast of many centuries. Their situation
would indicate a‘castle; but on the inconsiderable space which
they cover may have once stood a Fire-temple; or, perhaps,
one of those edifices wherein the Gabrs are accustomed to
‘expose their dead.

"We set out from Gabrabad about five o’clock on the twen-
ty-seventh, and a little beforé ten in the morning reached our
tents at Cashdn (1K), aftera journey of fifteen miles and
three quarters over a country in general flat; through which
the road was in some places rugged and stony. On both
sides at various distances werc villages; but to me the greater
number seemed deserted. As we approached Céshdn the
Ambassador was welcomed by an istikbal very numerous and
respeclable, comprising the chief ¢djers (»4) or merchants,
the ked khudas (\asoS) or householders, with all the princibal
inhabitants of that city; and at their head the Hékem (S\>)
or governor himself, Mr'rza’ Asu”L Ka'sEM (olilt o 1j,04)
accompanied by AkA’ MUHAMMED JAAPER (jixs saaee UY),
brother of M1'rza” Z1'S ALA'BEDI'N (bl j 1540) alrea-
dy mentioned as Vazir or minister to the Prince of Shirdz.
Having been conducted by these great men quite through
the charbigh-jedid (xas ¢4 Jl>-) or ““ new garden,” (a work of
the indefatigable Amin ad’douleh ) we halted at our camp
near the old “royal garden,” denominated after one of the
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Sefevi monarchs, Bdgh-i-Shah (24 t\a), and adorned with
many stately cypresses.

The oldest accounts of Céshan that I have discovered were
written in the tenth century; it appears from the MS. Szir
al belddn that the city was then small but well supplied with
the necessaries and conveniences of life: and abounding in’
fruit; it was infested, however, by scorpions of a black and
most venomous kind, that killed all persons whom they
stung”(®). In the printed ¢ Geography of Enx Havkaui,”
(p. 171) those black scorpions are described as very numer-
ous at Céshdn, “ and another species called heirdral (o) s).”
From the MS. Seir al belid we learn that in the thirteenth
century Céshdn was remarkable ¢ for its manufacture of pot-
“tery; and the eart}nen ware was, accordingly, sent into various
¢ provinces;” and  the apricots of that city,” adds the MS.
“are extremely delicious, and considered when dried as
“ acceptable presents in distant countries where apricots so
¢« excellent cannot be found. But at Cdshén are also black
“ scorpions largei than any preduced elsewhere(®).

L a ad o o L o o o o g lada s 2l 22 2 22 2 2 2 222 2 2 0 28 Y
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MS. Sir al beldin. DR E REEC SO 3 YO

In anotleg passage of the same page, the name of Céshén is spelt us at present \A(,
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Cadshan (,\4¥), says the geographer HAMDALLAH, is a city
of the fourth climate; ““founded by Zose1pAn Kua‘ro’N the
“wife of Harvu’N Ar’rRasH'D, under the zodiacal sign of
“the virgin. Inits vicinity is a clay-built castle called Fin.
“ Cdshdn enjoys a warm climate, and is watered by means of
¢ channels from Fin, and by the river which lows from Kuh-
“ r4d and Nidser; and in winter the cold is not so excessive
- qts to cover those strcams with a greaﬁt quantity of ice;
“ but there, as at A’vak, the water is preserved frozen in
¢ pits or wells until the heats of summer. Céshén is of mid-
“dling elevation ; among its fruits the melons and grapes are
< particularly excellent”(*®). Among the reptiles there,
Hasmpacrran adds that the ““scorpions are very numerous
“and of deadly sting, which, however, it is said, they seldom
“ employ against a stranger”(").

Am1’~ Ra'zr,author of the Haft aklim or ““Seven Climates;”
after a vague and hyperbolical encomium, wherein he coin-

pares and prefers the buildings and streets of Cdshan to the
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cheeks of lovely damsels and Houries resplendent with
beauty ; condescends to inform us,in plainer language, that
“itisa modern city having been founded under the celestial
“sign Virgo, by ZoBripax the queen of Ha’ru’N ar’-
“rasu1’D; and in truth” adds he, ¢ the purity and sweetness
“of this place cannot be equalled in all Irén, nor even in
““the whole world. And there is at Fin, issuing fro:n one
“rock, a considerable fountain such as the most experiem.:_ed
“travellers have rarely seen or described ;. the gardens and
“cultivated fields of Cdshdin are chiefly watered by this
‘““stream; and destructive scorpions abound among the rep-

“tiles of the city, butdo not sting foreigners”(**).

Notwithstanding the recent origin here ascribed to Cédshdn,
I aminclined to suppose that queen Zoserpau only enlarged
or embellished a place already peopled; for the venerable Esn
Aasimof Céfa describing the great battle of Cddesiah, which in
the year 630, destroyed the hopes ot YEzDEsERD, the Persian
monarch, inforins us that “to join the royal army, SH1'rzA’D,
¢ Valy or governor of Kum and Cdashdn, marched, with twenty
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¢ five thousand troops, cavalry and infantry”(*®). At the sub-
requent battle ot Nuhdvend, these cities contributed, accord-
ing to the same historian, twenty thousand ; a circumstance
which may be dated above one hundred years before the
existence of Queen Zopripan. Indeed some have assigned
the foundation of Céshdn to Taumu’ras, one of the earliest
kings; and an etymology for its name is offered by an old
P¢rsian writer who classes it among the ancient cities.
On the subject of'its antiquity T must refer to the last article
of the Appendix.

Concerning the fruits and the warmth of Cdskdn, our po-
sitive testimony can be offered in confirmation of the account
-above given. We found the pears, figs and grapes delicious,
and some of the melons were equally large as exquisitel:y
flavoured. Major Stone and I measured one nearly sp‘het"i-
cal, which in circumference was two feet and nine’inches ;
we divided between us and preserved its seed; but this, from
experiments lately made, seems to degenerate in our English
climate. Although the mornings and nights were cool, the
Thermometer rose between two and three o’clock, both on
the twenty-seventh and *twenty-eighth (of October) to 72
degrees; indeed without the vaulted chambers and cellars

(or those subterraneous recesses called sardéba-k'(';,i.b..)
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attached to almost every house, people could scarcely endure
the heats of summer in this place(**).

With respect to the scorpions, I can give but a negative
testimony in favour of their generosity towards strangers.
None of our party suffered from those creatures; yet it was
acknowledged by many of the inhabitants that five andl
twenty or thirty persons had, within the last year, perished by
their envenomed stings; to avoid which, bedsteads raised fr.om
the floor on high feet were, as I heard, very generally used(*®).

Some of our gentlemen visited the fountain celebrated by
Am1‘'N Ra'z1” in the passage extracted from his Manuscript
work (See p. 89). They found the .garden of Fin a very
pleasant spot, and the water most admirably pure and clear;
workmen were employed there in preparing a house for the
king and his Harem. 'This edifice, originally designed as a
summer residence for the king’s brother (now dead) Husein
Kuny” Ksa'n (= L;U wws), Tivalled, it was said, the new
palace of Fattehabdd at Ispahin in the glowing colours

v
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(*) My Journul has thus marked the degrees ® which the Thermometer ascended
ou the twenty-cighth of October. At 7 in the morning, 46; at a quarter past 8, 54;
at noon, @9; and at half past 2, 72.

]
(**) From Pliny, (after Aristotle) we learn that the scorpions on Latmus, a mouutain

of Caria, while they killed the natives. of that country, were harmless to strangers.
“In Latmo Carix monte Aristoteles tradit, a scorpionibus hospites non leedi, indigenas
“interimi;” (Nat, Hist. Lib, VIIL. 68). The subject of scorpions must be resumed
iy the App«_zndix.\
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that enriched the glass of its windows; Fin 1s about three miles
and a quarter from the city. '

‘We remained at Céashdn from the twenty-seventh until the
thirty-first day of October, and had ample leisure to explore
the city, which, to me at least, appeared much larger than
Shirdz, and superior in population and the lively stir of busi- -
neds. Cdshdnis remarkable for the excellence of its weavers;
for its various manufactures of silk and cotton stnﬂ's(‘“);
velvets, and a sort of shawls worn and esteemed in the most
remote provinces of the empire; and above all, for its cop-
per-ware, generally tinned or whitened so as to resemble
silver. As I rode through the Bdzdr-e-misgardn (.)%wa 1),
or “quarter of the copper-smiths;” their ponderous hammers
incessantly rising and falling, assailed my ears with a more
violent noise than any thing since the first broadside fired
from our ship at the Arabian pirates in the Persian gulf.
Some of our attendants had, during the whole journey from
Btishehr, dispensed, even at Ispahdn, with many culinary
utensils, that they might supply their wants at Céshdn. Here
were several dik bars (,uGo) so ingeniously contrived and so
neatly executed, that they would not injure the cookery whilst
they might ornament the kitchen even of an English epicure.
The Dikbér comprises various articles, from twelve to tﬁirt_y,

L aaaa s g o g o e L S e s s o e = 2 2

(") A man selling striped handkerchiefs at our tents, recommended his goods by

declaring, in language familiar to a Persiau, * that their colours were as suchangeable
““as the decrees of fate,” *
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fitting one within another, the outer being a kettle or pot;
the price is according to the size and number of those arti-
cles, from fifteen to fifty rédls, or from thirty shillings to five
pounds,

Paying a visit one morning to Asu”L Hassan Kua’n at
the garden-house of the Charbigh, I saw a quadruped, beau?
tifully formed and spotted, which was described by the man
who held it, as a young palang (<L) or leopard, brought from
some place on the road leading to Hamaddn; but another
declared that it was a yiz (jy) or beast of the lynx kind,
trained to assist in the chase, and carried, occasionally, on
the huntsman'’s horse. 'Thisaccount I am inclined to believe,
as from DowrLer Sna’H in his ¢ Hi;tory of the Persian
“ Poets,” we learn that a place between Kum and Hamaddn
was celebrated for the yizes it produced('”). At Céshén were
offered for sale, by the heirs of a person lately deceased, some
Manuscripts, being, in general, fine copies of works not very
rare. 'This city as a native informed me, contains thirty

(") “Ferdhin,” says the biograpber, “is a district in the territories of Kum ;
*t situate between that city and Hamadin ; and the author of the geographical work,
« entitled Sar «l dkélim, relates, that the vicinmity of Ferdhin affords very fine Yiizez
“for huuting; and that throughout the world no place furnishes such yiuzes as Feréhin,
L whenc% they are seut as gifts worthy of kings.”
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mosques, twelve publick baths, and ten madrassehs or col-
leges, of which one is a new and very handsome building;
the city has also six gates; and its circumference is reckoned
cqual to one farsafig.

During our residence here, a fellow was punished for some
offence committed before we left Ispahdn; where, being the
servant of MumamMueD BEG, (assistant on our march to the
M¢éhménddr, ) he had not only arrested and insulted an infirm
old woman who was going for medical advice to the Sur-
geon’s tent, but exceeded his authority by robbing her of
two ridls; besides which, he beat the Surgeon’s Persian
attendant, who had interfered in the woman’s behalf; and
completed the measure of his guilt by condemning in the
grossest terms, all Farangkis or Europeans to the infernal
regions. These circumstances were represented to the Am-
bassador, who demanded satisfaction from MuuaMMED
Bec; but he connived at the escape and concealment of his
servant, swearing that he had taken refuge in a masjed or
mosque, from which sacred asylum it was not possible to
drag him. This excuse he employed while we remained at
Ispahdn, with hopes that in thie bus‘tle of a march all offences
might be forgotten. But the Ambassador had declared that
he woald never admit the assistant to his presence unless the
culprit should accompany him ; many efforts were made, in
vain, to soften this resolution; and MuaammeDp BEG per-
ceiving that he must either relinquish the expectatioia'of pre-
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sents, usually bestswed to persons in his department, or
resign the offender to justice, despalched a messenger ;s’ha
‘brought him nearly an hundred miles, by rapid marches, to
our camp at Cashin; where immediately on his arrival he was
flogged by some stout ferashes, and severely cudgelled by his
own master, who indemnified himself by many hearty blows
for the trouble which this servant had caused him. The
Ambassador'thought an example of unrelenting rigour neces-
sary, as the punishment inflicted on a former occasion (See
Vol. II. p. 225,) was not found sufficient to repress a spirit
of insolence towards Europeans, which had lately become
manifest. |

After a ride of two hours and a half, we arrived on the
thirty-first day of October, at Nasrdbad (s\s),a), a mud-walled
town, containing about three hundred houses, with a ¢ara-
vansera, some corn fields and cotton plantations; distant from
Céshan ten mileés and a quarter; the road was flat and good.
About the second mile we crossed a stream which waters the
village and gardens of Ghyath dbdd (5LUW:) on the left; a little
beyond this we saw on the right Isa dbdd (o4! _suse); and near
it, on the same side, another villuge called Hérin dbad
(ob) oy ) after the great Khalifah, to whose name is generally
subjolned the Arabick epithet, raskid (ss2j), prudent os
sagacious, one who leads in the right way.

Half a mile farther, towards theleft, and situate on a rising
* ground, were the trees and houses of Kheirbbad oy s); and,



96 "PERSIA. PChap. 15

fearly opposite, the village of Ndshdabdd (sylsy). At'eigi:t
miles fromn Céshdn we passed on the right Ak 4bdd (oLll:)
with- its gardens. Of all those villages which I have men-
tioned, and several others seen this day, Ali dbdd appeared
most flourishing, although the clay-built castle had fallea to
decay. Here we saw the tomb of some venerable lmdm-
z4deh or saint, with its green-tiled roof; and a mud-walled
plécc called Mérchan (_\>s) now uninhabited, but exhibiting
many vestiges of former cultivation. We heard that within
eleven years of the Amin ad douleh’s government, this country
had been improved by the construction of one hundred and
fifty candts, or sublerraneous aqueducts ; and that each cost
three thousand tdmdns; thus forming, altogether, a sumvex-
ceeding four hundred thousand pounds; which was gently
levied by equitable assessmeats on the various districts in
proportion as they benefited by the distribution of water.

Nasrdbdd proved still warmer than Cdshdn, for at one
o’clock the Thermometer rose to 79.

We proceeded early on the first of November to Sinsin
(wiw), and encamped there after a journey of ten miles,
close to the hsndsome caravansera, another work of the Amin
ad douleh; erected about three yecars before at his.own
expense. The road lay through a sandy waste, so flat that
this building was in view during almost the whole march ;.
some remains of villages appearcd near the mouatains o,
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our left, while the desertseemed equally boundless as barren
towards the right.  Sinsin; according to report was, in formey
ages a very cxtensive and populous village; but the houses
are now in a state of ruin. Behind the*caravansera .runs
a stream of water, and near it are a few hovels wherein some
people reside who watch the cotton and barley fields. Here
several partridges were shot; and the Thermometer about
moon slood at78.

From Sinsin we marched soon after five o’clock on the
second, and arrived at our tents near the caravansera of
Pdsengdn (o) at half past eleven; this was a journey of
twenty one miles and three qua'rters; the road in many places
very hilly. At four miles we rode among the ruins of Deh-
i-nar (b v), once a considerable village, but pillaged and
depopulated by the Turcomdns ; some walls and even cham-
bers of handsbine houses yet remain; and near them on the
right, a fine rivulet gushes from an eminence close to the road
side. At seven miles we passed a new caravansera, denomin
ated from a stream of ‘“ brackish water” that runs not far
beyond it, the Cdravénserd-i-6b-i-shiir (1 o' \,uily X). 'This
also, is a memorial of the Awmién ed douleh’s liberality, and

here he has stationed guards for the protection of travellers..

Some inequalities of the road prevented us from seeing,
until within a mile-,. either our tents or the caravansera at
Pdsengdn ; although not only Kum, the next stage, was visible,
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nearly seventeen miles beyond this place, but even Mount
Damdvand (syles) had been all day in sight,.at the distance
of one-hundred and forty or one hundred and fifty miles,
rising far above the horizon, towards the north-east. The
only building or habitation of any kind at Pdsengdn, is, I
believe, the caravansera; which was founded by a merchant of
Cazvin, named Ha’sx Musammed BA'KER (L suae )5
attached to it ‘are two barkeh (£4) or reservoirs ot water.
We found the weather here un pleasantly warm, the Thermo-
meter at one o’clock rising to 84.

Our march on tae third of November commenced at five
o'clock in the morning, and ended at ten, when we entered
Kum () having travelled sixteen miles and three quarters;
during most of which we had in view before us the gilded
cupola of that city’s chief mosque or sanctuary; at sunrisé:
it appeared like a globe of fire. About seven miles from the
last halting- place we passed a village called Langrad (s %)
with a few trees, situate on the 1ight; but more than half the
houses had been long deserted and were mouldering to
decay. Asweadvanced, the remains of habitations, gardens,
and tombs, became so numerous as to evince a considerable
degree of former population ; and it was contrived to assem-
ble, from different parts of the country, although now very
thinly inhabited, a respectable pishwdz or istikbél, composed
of well-dressed horsemen, and a ragged pedestrian rabble in
proporﬁc;nate numbers ¢ this crowd was led by Ha'sx
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Husern B'sa’ (U pus b)) the deputy or néieb (V)
of Mi'vza’ A'sv L Kasem Ca’sui, (q;.tS' r.eliﬁ o) 1) the
governor, then absent. Many compliments having been
offered as usual to the Ambassador, we all ptoceeded towards
the city, and our tents beyond it, riding through extensive
ruins; at least two thirds of the buildings seemed to have
been untendnted for fitfty or perhaps an hundred years; they
covered a space of some miles, and confirmed the a(‘counts
left us by several writers concerning the magnitude of Kunm.

Yet in the two most ancient geographical treatises that I
have had an opportunity of consulting, this city is not
described as remarkable for its size. On the contrary,
having noticed, as in a passage betore quoted (p. 87) that
Cdshan was small, the MS. St al belddn adds * and all the
*“ cities of this province (Kéhestdin the mountainous region,
“ Jebaly Irak A’jemi, or Parthia,) are, except Rai, which is
‘“very considerable, ncarly equal in lttleness, one to ano-
¢ ther.” ¢ But Kum,” as we read in the same work, ““is a
“ pleasant place with much verdure; and around it has been
“ constructed a rampart; and it derives water from wells; the
* trees there are numerous, and the.fruits abundant; such as
¢ pistachio nuts, filberds, and others; and the houses both
“ at Kam aud Cdshdn are mostly built of clay”(*®).
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Although Esx Havkatr’s work agrees in general with the
Sir al beldan, yct we here find a variation, caused probably
by one of the thousand errors in that Manuscript from which
I published severfal years ago my translation of the * Oriental
“ Geography ;” according to this, (p. 171) *“ Kum has not
“any walls,” and it adds that, at certain seasons a consider-

‘able stream runs by the city gate.

‘A passage already quoted from the chronicle of Aasin
Cu’r1, expresses that the united contribution of troops fur-
nished in the year 636, by Kum and Cdshén, amounted to

twenty five thousand men.

We learn from tlie Seir al beldd that < Kum, a city in the
“land of Cahestdn, or the hilly region, is situate hetween
t¢ Sdveh and Isfahan. It is of considerable size, and abund-
“antly supplied with every thing necessary ; but at present,”
adds this Manuscript,” (a work of the thirtegnth century)
*¢ the city is mostly in ruins, and all the water used there is
* drawn from wells”(*®). We afterwards read that according
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to some ingenious authors there is near Kum a certgin mine
of salt, from which, if any person who has not déposited there
the price, take any salt away, the ass that carries it shall
become lame ; that there also, is a mine of gold and silver,
which has not been indicated to the inhabitants lest they
should neglect their agricultural labours; and a talisman is
then noticed, made to guard the citizens from serpents and’
scorpions, and banishing these reptiles to a neighbourfpg
mountain, where they so abound that no person is able to
pass over it.

Kum, as we learn from the geographer, HamMpaLLAH,
is a city of the fourth climate ; founded under the zodiacal
sign Gemini; and “ its ramparts in circumference exceed ten
“ thousand paces, being by forty more, according to report,
¢ than the circuit of Cazvin. Its climate is temperate and it
““is watered by a stream that flows from Jerbadekdn”(*) ;
and at Kum-as at A’vah, adds Hamparran, water frozen
during winter is preserved for use in pits or wells until the
heat of summer dissolves the ice. The water of Kum has a
slight tendency towards brackishness. Among the chief
productions of this place, says he, are wheat and cotton,
which grow in great abundance; and of its fruits the best are
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pomegranates, pistachios, melons and red figss the cypress
trees are very beautiful.  He then describes the people as
bigots of a certain Muselmdn sect; and adds that in his time
(the fourteenth century) Aum was mostly tullen to ruin; al-

though the rampaits continued for the greater part uninjured.

From the MS. Haft aklim or ““Seven Climates,” we learn
that the soil of Kwm is enriched or sanctified by the remains
of several Muselndns, distinguished for their orthodox piety;
four hundred and forty four Imdmzddehs or descendants of
the Imdms and other persons of religious celebrity, having
there found repose; and amongl their tombs, one 1s res-
plendent with divine light, being the burial-place of ()
Fatimau, sister of the Imdm Arr Mu‘sa AR’REZA’,
(L) gupe J= pY). The mild climate of Kum, and its ex-
cellent fruits are then noticed, “and it is reported,” adds
the Manuscript, ¢ that aloes, there, does not yield any

“odour.” (s (sp 9 ey N 0 auf ).

It is unnecessary to quote some minor Persian geograr
phers, since they merely rcpeat the words of those writers
from whose works I have extracted the passages above given,

That Kum is considered as a place of remote antiquity,
appears from the lines in FIrpAvs1’s Shdhndmeh, which re
present Cai Knvsrav or Cyrus rewarding his favourite
generals with the government of towns and provinces ; he
eommanded, says, the [;oet, that to Gu’pesrz, should be
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given a written assignment not only of Kum but of Isfahdn ;
wldal 3 o3 duel yo(*'). A MS. Chronicle in my collection,
anonymous perhaps because imperfect, assigns the founda-
tion of Kum to Cax KoBa’p, the great grandfather of Cyrus,
and supposed by Sir William Jones to have reigned about
- the year 610 before Christ. Some accounts indeed would
allow to this city a much higher degree of antiquity; for®
they attribute the construction of it to Taumunas, who
may be placed before Ca1 Kona'p at least two hundred

years(®).

Whatever monuments of those early times existed prior lo
the fourteenth century, were probably destroyed during the
horrible visitation of TarmMu’r ; the ruihs at present visible
are extensive, and occupy a much more considerable space
than the inhabited houses. These, however, in proportion

to their numbers, contain more handsome females, if I may
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(*) Kum is mentioned once again (and, 1 believe, not more often) in the Shihndmeh,
where we find it described us belonging, with Isfahin, to the second of those four
portious which constituted the empire of NU'snIRAVA'N, accordiug to his divisien in

the sixth century of our era; \ do' f" 09 95 S 59

(* Muny circumstances indicate Ca1 KoBa’p to be the Cyaxares of our historians,
although Chronologers differ mach in their opinions respecting this Median sovereiga,
(See SEuuger, U her, Prideaux, Juckson, &c.) From a passage of Eschylus (Mydos
Yap wv o wpw:os, &c. Persm, 762), Sir William Jones Jeciares it evident that the
first king commemorated there by the Tragedian is Cai Kobad, « whom the Greeks
“gall Cyaxeres,” (Hist. of Pers. prefixed to Nadir Shah). Kum seems to occapy the
site of uncient Chauon (Xavwy) mentioned by Stefh:nus (de Urbib.) and probably
the same with Piolemy's Choana (Xoava), Lib Vi ¢, 2.
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judge from those that appearcd on the walls and in the
strects, than either Shirdz or lsfahan(®).

That Kum has been fertile in religious excellence we learn
from many MSS. besides the Haft Aklim, before quoted,
(p- 102) which notices, in general, four hundred and forty. four
personages, who flourished here and died in the odour of
sanctity, whilst other works very formally record their names
and authenticate their miracles; but of these the reader must
not expect from me a more particular account ; even now,
this place, according to report, abounds with men the most
pious; although it is paradoxically asserted that their women
are not by any means of a character corresponding(*).

DU EPEPPETOPLIPOOPOODIPLOTD SPL LDV CCLC LT RPOTBD ORI

(®) The families resident at Kum do not amount to above two thousand, as a native
of that place acknowledged, nor even to seventeen hundred, in the estimation of a well-
informed traveller; vet when Chardin visited this city about one hundred and forty
years agn, it boasted of fifteen thousand houses. Of the numerous Madrassehs or
colleges which in former times embellished it, all, I helieve, have falleu to decay ;
one has been lately built by the present king; this edifice is decorated with lackered
tile-work, and contains in the inner court a Aawz or reservoir of water, with a small
garden at each of the four corners, and a bath, also a khalwet (c:.'.’,l-) or private
apartment to which the Monsrch may retire after the performance of his zféret or
religinus devotions at FATIMAW’S Holy Tomb. Of twenty handsome mosques once
erowded by the pious,Kumites, twb or three only have been saved from ruin, -

(*) From a shrewd Mazinderini who reemed to hold in cobtempt the reputed
sanctily of Kum, | learned that the priacipal inhabitants, even the MoMarurl priests
of this city, entertain such an beretical fonduess for spintuous liquors that they keep in
their houses the strongest errack, professing to use it merely as a remedy against the
stings of scorpions. A scandal of the same import was whispered respecting the
True-believers of Cashan,
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Here we remained during the tourth day of November,
when the morning was cold, dark, and cloudy; and the sun
scarcely perceptible; a circumstance in Persia of very rare
occurrence. 'The Thermometer at eight o’tlock was down
to 52; at ten it rose to 60, at noon to 63, and soon after three
it stood at 78.

We discovered that the saints of Kwm had not wholly
composed those crowds which welcomed us on our approach
towards this city. 'To the istikbal of inhabitants had becn
joined many Ildts from a neighbouring ordi (y4s,) or camp,
and various travellers belonging to a numerous Kofilah (45)
or caravan, of which the mules and camels were reposing
outside the walls; people also had been l.)ruught from distant
villages to augment the multitude. We purchased here a
thousand walnuts (‘girdic ,of) for one ridl or about two
shillings; and for the same price were sold five large chick-

cus or hens.

I sketched from a spot near our tents the holy tomb with
its golden gumbed (s, or cupola; (Sce plate LXII). This
is the building which derives celestial splendour from the
Ibody of FArtmau deposited within it, according to the
Haft aklim, above quoted, (p. 102). At the sanctuary of this
mosque.,. where the most atrocious criminal may screen him-

“selt even from royal authority, Apv’s Hassax Kua'y, late
Ambassador at the Eaglish court, topk refuge several ycars
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ago, and saved himself from the king’s anger during four
days; when, although it was forbidden to ~upply him with
food, the women who came on zidret or visits of devotion, to
the consecrated shrine of Fa'riman, hrought him clandes-
tinely a little bread and water; meanwhile, by the interces-
sion of a powerful friend, he was forgiven. It is natural to
| inquire what offence he had committed; his only crime was
being the nephew of Ha‘s1 Inra‘HI'™M (p2lp\ =), whom
the king had put to death.

From some ruins near a cotton plantation not much be-
yond our camp, I made a view of the Kuh-e-Telesm (pulle o)
or *“ Mountain of the Talisman;” distant in a north-western
direction about eight or nine miles. T'o this spot the snakes
and scorpions were by praternatural art banished from the
city as a Manuscript already quoted has informed us; ac-
cording to one story, however, for there are many traditions
attached to the mountain, its talisman had not an object
apparently so beneficial ; but was constructed that those
who nxiglli endeavour to ascend the eminence should never
return ; and no person has been found so adventurous as to
attempt it since somee fatal experiments made by order
of Sua’a Asa’s. It is said that from whatsoever quarter
this mountain maji‘ be viewed, the aspect presented i3 always
the same; and if any opinion can be formed from three
sketches which I made at various distances while passing it
on the eastern side, this popular report is not altogether



