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oIIlusiciansbegan to play, and we were entertained with .. 

brilliant exhibition of fire-works; about nine·o'clock at night , 
we returned to the camp. 

During this feast I remarked that the Amin-ad-doJJleh" 80<1, 

AnnA L LAH KH A'I< (",\.:..JlI "';0) a man seemingly above thirty 

)"pan, old, the possessor of considerable wealth and govern6r 

of <Ispahlrn, hut seldom appeared among the guests; and only 

seat!,d himselt: 8S one of t.he humblest, when invited by the 

words or encouraged by the looks of his father, 'fhis reserve, 

however, ",a, not caused by any ill-will or deficiency of 

kindness subsisting 011 either side; but arose from the filial 

respect which, in e"er!" stage and cOlH1: tion of life; the Per­

sians are thus taught' to express. Many similar instances I 

had already witnessed and shall have occasion to ootice 

others, This respect is ~ot the right of parental autbority 

alone; it is generally extended to seniority among brothe .... 

'Ve visited on different occasions ADO~LLAH KUA'I< ood 

his two uncles; who treated us with magnificeot repasts. But 

at the house of Anu"L HASSAN KHA'N, we fouod rooms fur­

nished in the English style with chain, tables, sofas, bed., 
• mirrors, clocks, aud writing desks; hesides framed priot. 

amoog which were portraits of many distinguished P/!?,OD­

agel, the Prince of Wales, Lord and Lady Arden, aod other. 

whose flattering attentions the Klan had experienced whlen 

in Londoo; he too, feaate". U& with a "aric, of PeraUanclimea, 
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to which he took an opportunity .r privately adding a few 

glasses of excellent wine, rende!ed ",ellow by age, and t~e 

voyage from Madeira to Bengal, whence h~ had brou&ht it - . 

seven or eight 'years before. 

Several of our gentlemen proceeded one morning to the 

house of K,,'ZEM W j.'LEH (4\, r\;~) a celebrated poet whQfll 

they found composing an epitaph for his own tomb; at he 

was a person of remarkable countenance and of venerable 

age, (tor he acknowledged eighty years) Colonel D'Arcy ex­

pre.sed a desire of sketching his portrait. W A'LEH at first 

objected; but Borne one present having ironically declared 

that many European monarcbs were anxious to po.sess a 

reseQlblance of him, the vain old m;'n called for ditferent , 
turbans; tried thero all on his head, and when satisfied with 

one as sufficiently becoming, sat, most complacently while 

Colonel D' Arcy finished an admirable likeness. 

The months of August and September were pregnant with 

extraordinary rumours, and /spaha" was filled witb alarm on 

the subject of thOle Bakhtiari., whOlie attacks our guard. bad 

so mucb dreaded on the march from Sh'ra:. The AmlR ad , 
doole" sent an additional party of Tlffattgjis <r) or mus­

ke~rs fer tbe protection of our camp, from which, indeed, 

he ~mended, as a measure of security, that we should 

remove iDto the eity. The Tufangju discharged their fire­

arm. every hour · 0{ the nigbt. ,Tbe bwju (1l';,) or towers 
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of Julfa were repaired-, and battlements of clay were hastily. 

erected on the gate of Suleiman Beg (~",I..tl--), (represented 
in' PI. LVI, 5) which became- the station of fifteen or twenty 

• 
soldie~s. One report seemed to excite much consternation 

alljollg the citizens; for it threatened them with the approach 

of ASAD KUA'N ("'~ .... Ij" or the" Lion Lord," and a numel'-

01" body of his fierce BakhtiQ,is who hod vowed to carry 

mas§acre and pillage into the very heart of l.pnhull. ''Vh,at 
< 

reasOns there existed for apl>rehending this incursion 1 could 

not learn; but the inhahitants were probably convinced that 

their defences, if assaulte<f ill a spirited manner by four or 

five hundred men, "illust soon have fallen; and it was not yet 

forgotten, by many lh'ing witnesses of the (iisgrace, that 

I,linety despemte fello'w! had once surprised the governor 

and levied contributions on the merchants of Jspahdn(") • 

........... ~ ...................................... . 
{II) Yet the inlHlbi.aols of lqJalalna, tt.ardiog tb~it own ("ity al equivllleol to halt 

tbe world, (Sc-e V 26), aDd themllf'lvt'1 aJ fltt !ouptriur to Ihf' Jlf"'ple o( ulliN places, 

have 10111: ('olertlliot'd • l18rlicular jealou,y 8A1-inlt the Sldrltzid"', We Itarb from 
HA'TlFI' (~b) "liD clit'd in 1;'20, that Oit occasion of Ih~ RllIssacrl' 10 whi(~h I 
b.l'f) alluded <p. 38) thl' nU~l) of /'pa/l6. endC"I.;\·ourt'd to excite olle .twther's courll~e 

Ly .a'yiD~. to We are ~'·jpw"i.fJfI'.lions 8U11 tign8 (or leop"rds) ; we :m" Dot SlUrti:ia", 
If dreading battle. WI/! fum I/ot away uur facet from tbe blood ,betiding .word • we 

fO fteillol any inclin .. tion to d .... ~flnd q\llrtero" 

~ j ",'-.J ~~j'r iol ~ J ,tJ. ~""\a'.--
~~ t'..J1,,; ",If-A'J. '<i»).)~ b" jll""!\Z 

J have elllrll('led the!C line. from the MS. T~""" N6",d (""li.)~) or" m~tory 
ufTADtU' R," aho entitled tlie ZtlfftJ' NlnneA (4-eli .JU;) or .. Buok of Viotor):' 

comprist'd ill aLoat 4600 d;'tich.. Like the (our other P')Ul' 01 H "TUt', thi. it rlN: 
iodeed Sir William J(l~S oould Dol procure (at leavt ia 8enpl) U) .... ida,~ ~i 
Moj ... ("'~ .}!)). ofwbitb'" ~rlated th. ' Penian teati (Soolal. prJ ... t. 
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Such an alarm waR scarcely counterhalanced b.v news which 

loon alier arrived announcing the surrender of H,,·tit (.",,~). 

this celebrated city, as a ('ourier d~clared, had acknowledg¢' 

the sovereignty of FATeH ALI SHA'H, an"d agreed ttifay 

biOI an annual trihute; it was also whispered, but not ver,t 

confidently, that the Russians had retired from some of their 

posts in , Geor;.lia; ' and that the Turkish government would 
• allow the Persians to make an attack on AnDA R'RA lIMA N , 

(..,-)' ."...) Pasha of Baghddd; for this purpose, it was said, 

the prince ,of Kirma/l Shftlt had made great preparation.; 

purchased all the wheat and harley in his capital; and was 

actually commencing his march, with thirty" thousand armed 

men, besides followers of the camp; apd that resolving to 

conquer or die, he had taken with him his cqUi", (~) or 

win<ling sheet. Being of all the kings sons reckoned most 

enterprising and warlike, described. as heily rashid (""":'.1 ~) 

and sahcb e sltamsltfl' (r.:--!. 0..,--1..), extremely brave and cle­

ver, and "lord of the scim!tart " or expert in wielding the 

sword; some profound puliticans of Ispal";,, were almost in­

clined to wish that he might not succeed in this flesign 

.,. ................. -.. --......................... .. 
• tbal publication). Of Ih" II/"It/"do,.. it may b" here rtm.rked that if IlIt}' dt'!piaed tbe 

pt'opko ttf othf'r place •• tbey blVe quarrelled biUerl.v. during many centuries. among 
tb~mM.~vet. bei.~ divided iDto two ".ffies or fllct ions "'hicb •• s tbe .. blues ~Dd greens" 
forfM'rfy It <?OtId.nflaopl~. hllve fr~uenfly rendered Iheir city a scene (Jf tumult lind 
disenrd •• nd Itajaed its p"blick pllcrt with blood. To these flClioDS, orilin.lly 
prnCfl'ding "fUll tome .Ii~ht diff't!rnce of reH)!:iou. opinioblf. "."DALLAH bat 
,lIuded (See p. 9) : they ue noticed by Cbardin and T8Yt'rqier; and Le Brun com­
pin. Ibul to the 'wo p.run at Venice, the Nicototti aad Cas~cnaoi. (VuYaa"". p. 
190, Amal. 17l8). 
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against the Ptish6, whose troop. he could eaflily induce to 

unite with hi. own. and assist him in, s'natching the diadem , 
iTom hi. father'. brow ; he "'as not, they said, the only prince 

w~ad determined to struggle for the empire; and a coil­

~.tamong four or five brothers would probably, on the death 

of FATEII ALl SHA'II, deluge the country with blood, al­

tboug\lABB.4'S I'vII'BU ' who governed at Tabrlz,,'~a. ge­

ne'l'ally regarded as heir apparent. After a silence of some 
• days we were surprised to hear that the Turkish forccs bad 

completely defeated the Prince of Kirm6nshd~but subse- , 

quent and more authentick rumours affirmed that no battle 

whatsoevt'T had occurred. Of these aftairs, however, all con· 

sideration was dissipated among us in camp, on the arrival 
, 

of a Tflttir, who hrought more interesting intelligence from, 

our European friends, transmitted by Mr. St .. .. tford Canning;, 

the British mini.ter at Cl'n.tantinople, in .. packet witb,~ 

'patches to the Ambassador. We were lour days ,deli;(htfully 

occupied (I speak frolll the recollection of Illy OW·" leelings) 

in a •• wering the letters tlms received, after whicll the , T,itiir 

set out on hi. return. Next /IIorning, (Aul(ust the stith). 

our M,hn,(wd6r, MI'n ..... ZEK1, lra"lOg made e,'ery-nece .. 

,;ary arrangement fur hi._ journey to Tehr6fl wa. di.suaded 

by the AMI'N. AD DOl!I.EH IruID commellcing it at the .hout 

appointed; for bi$ a.trologers bad discovered that solpe III­
peets of tile planets were not favourable to 8uch an under­

taking. The Va./r reillaintd at I.pahan until a, ~r~ a~ilpi­
CillUS IDOlDent two day. after. 



' People now reported" that the king would soon bOilOut­

this city with his presence, and reside in it probably aeverlll ' 

months; he had been for some time with the army, b.ut ru'" 

lIlours "ere also circulated, representing hidt as dangerOusly 
ill and una\>le to travel. The Amln ad'douleh at length wlls 
favoured, on the Sth of September, with a letter from his 

. , 
royal cnester, who fixed on Tehran to be, as usual, the place 

• 
of his winter residence. It was therefore decided that the 

embassy should proceed to that capital through Kum 'and 

Cdshan, in.tead of going by way of Hamadtin to Tabriz, 811 

bad been originally proposed. 

Meanwhile sickness diffu.ed itself at SaadetabU, not only 
• 

among the Europeans; but their Asiatick attendants. Bilious 

disorders became frequent and violent; whilst many were 

affected by those complicated feve\ish agues which the Per­

sians call (j) J ..,...) tab It lar:(") . The nights had been, from. 
the middle of August, so cool that some laid additional blan­

kets on their beds; about the first of September the noctur­

nal warmth returned, and I found that one sheet was a suf­

ficient-covering. At two o'clock after noon, on the third, 

..•.•....• ~ .. ~ ............•..•.•.................•• 
(-) lot. (.,..J pr_Deed UJ by th. Turk .. ODd "'P. OJ I vaden_. by tIoo 

lad ..... lao p.rNI,. write it t...-.J) aipifie. a .. fever_" .ad to fhi. ROte oontriHtft 
.. ,.,. tho· ...... of r.....,. ....... I .... IN ......... icllIIISS. ud _y popular 
.pi.-; (lee pool wHoa I tUII q .... _ partl""'vI, ".y ..... nl of TOr&. 
,.,iqon tbe .... of 1M. utift ·city .. ~ret "tlaatftt"il iI .. beT,. itt air ... 
"rW' .. ~""I"'" ,.~ ~ ......... i.· .,<1.: " , ~ .... -.-. ..... IV. • J • """~ 
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.Fahrenheit's Thermometer rOle to 96 in the made; 'OD the 
'lineteeuth at the same hour it stood at 89; and on the 

thirtieth at 84.. 
. ~ . . 

A bilious fever, attended with delirious ravings, prov~ 
f;tal to the Ambassador'. English coachman; he died at the 
~e of twenty three-years, and we all attended the interment 

of ..hi. body on the thirty-first of Augu'st, in the Armenian 

cemetery. Mr. Sharp, the Surgeon, early in September, . . 
was reduced to a very alarmmg state of weakness; and at the 

same time KHOJEH AIlETU'N. a venerable Armenian, and 

treasurer of our Embassy ,lay at the point of death. About 

the tenth, Sir Gore Ouscley felt symptoms of indisp,~!i!f>n 

which, after some ; day', became extremely d~I!#·rolls . .. ~ 
Lieutenant Willock, also, was confined by such viRlent illness 

that his recovery could scarcely have been expec~d. During 
r , (. 

the last week of this month (September) a comet was visible 

~very nighi("). 

On the first or second of October the weather bccame cool 

at night and morning; this change, perhaps, was beneficial 

to the .European invalids, but much annoyed the pallmkin-' 
bearers, shivering Iudians who had never before endured a 

............ ~ ................................. ~~. . ~ ~ " 

(I~) Dr. Hencbd, ill tile Plaiiotophictl.TrauactioDi oCtlle.Royal Sooitty, (fott lett) 
IDtDliGD. thlt tbi! c~t 6r.t became ,bible to '1tI.e "ed eye .bout titre ariHJ,e.<~,,, 

""IUI',lall; ad .bat .... laiao .. .,.... ...... bich".caIl ............ l1li ...... 
0 •• 110 H,h of 0< .. """ upwords '1' _ ~'!"'ImI, ..wiou II .... 1_,iIs ~i..~ 
~!Qdtlt bcinsattb.1 .., _I DftOa IlilIIno of ___ ~" " 
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lenaation of cold. .In the city, at this time, daily deathl were 

numerous beyond the usual average of mortality; many per; 
Bons, young and vigorous, fell victims to the illness of a few" 

hours(U). The trees now began to shed thei~ leaves; thero 

were strong and frequent gusts of wind; and during the 
seventh and eighth soon after mid-day several clouds obscured 

the sky, and for some minutes it was impossible to ascertailt 
• the hour by a Bun-dial; I had not before ob..erved in Per~ia 

.uch a circumstance as this. 

It had been determined that ollf journey towards Tehran 

should commence about the middle of October; and on the 

twelfth Sir Gore Onseley proceeded in a Takht-rav6n, 

(.),)","",", described in Vol. J. p. 251) being still weak after hit 
illness, to return the ,"min ad'dould,', Ilumerous visits (which 

were sometimes of unreasonable levgth, three or four hours) 

and to tIIke leave; most of the gentlemen accompanied him, , 
The minister presented R handsome sword and belt orna-

mented with jewels, on a silver tray, to the Ambassador, 

................................................... 
l") AiMDI tlRse I laUft nol~ AaBA', A'LI J.r- 1.."'..\:'-" "lao JQllu!times .. isited QI 

in tite ca.p; be waf a rem'ltrhbly haul'bolDt m_ and had acted with credit in tbe 
. .. terial ftpuUnent. Fe •• fiol one day in perf~t health with several compa­

Dioa .. :be bard tbat .ome orhi, intimate {rit-ods bad .uddenl, ditd: tbi. circunntuce 
pro .... \hMfticed hi. to ft.ftt!ct 00 tbe preeariuuJ tenure by whicb life it beld; b8 
~1111't the ea&er1aioaea. aDd pl'OCffiled to tile at.rett -'urill-grouDd, wlaere be 
iaqDked ~be .prioe ot •• n:N' luitllble .Q: .~tel(. BNg ftty tall be .,r't'ed to pq 
• few l"'n« Blore ttin tbe two or .. 1IftC! rlIi., a.ully charged oa ordiDlry oeeulQa.: 
~ ·.!he.o ,~ • pvtkular .pot . for bit 0!fD iatepa_: .aw the earth openetl. 'tRDt 

.... died the .u.t de" u4 wa.. buried aCeordial te the d~liou be bad at, ... 
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who at the iame time, received letten from the king. brought 

l;Iy a Penian courier, and despatChes with l!ll\glish Dew .. 

papers, by a r6l4r from Constantinople • 
. . 

On our return through the Chtlrbtigh, an old- blind mail 
with a white beard, standing under the gate-way, solicited ua 
~r alms. I had ofteu remarked him in the same place; and 

. no\v learned, from another person, some particular. of his 

la~ntable history. lIe had once bee~ a chief or nohleman 

of high rank and considerable fortune, in one of the north­

eastern provinces; where a hundred servatits "ttended him 

l1benever he rode forth from his princely mansion; but hav­

ing incurred the envy or suspicion of A&A MUHAMMED 

KUA'N, (that tyrant who bequeathed . the government of 

Penia to his nephew the pre.ent king). he was stripped of all 
his wealth by arbitrary ~onfi.catiou, aud deprived .of sight, 

a greater blessing, by heated plates of n,et"j umwu acro~ , 
or held close before his eyes. . In blinding persolls of mean 

condition, the point of a knife or dagger is frequently u~d. 

~. e employed ourselves on the thirteenth in preparations for 
• 

our jnurney; and 1 finished several views aud ground-plans of 
• 

the edifice. that decorated or rather constituted the Saadef. 

flood or" Residence of Felicity." AnlOllg these, the ponci 

pal structure Das. been delineated ill PI. LVI; anotber' ,,, ,P.I • . 
LVll; and the ichnograp~1 sketches are given beat Jh. .. 
end of tbiJ volume, IUld ~ltpl!liDed in the AppendiL. 
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, :Amongseveral ¥anuacripts whiclt I purchaaed.1IOO!I after 

our arrival at Jrpolui.1J, was a poetical work composed duri!ll 

the full.splendour of this ~ce; the original perfection of 
, . . 

its water-works, and beauty of its sllady a\Oenues, and of the 

luxuriant flowers that embellished their variegated bordelO'l. 

It is el\titled "The Gulzdr-e-Saadet or Rose bed of Prospe­

rity, a poem in praise of the gardens and edifices at Saa"­

.. tllfbdd"("), composed about an hundred and ten years rfgo . 
• 

Besidesthe poem written to celebrate these gardens, I procured 

during my residence under the shade of their noble ckindr-tree., 

many other Manuscripts; among which some are only beau­

tiful copies of Arabick or Persian works, already known in 

the great libraries of London or Oxford, Paris or Leyden; • • 

hut three or foul' may be considered as extremely rare; it il. 

doubtful, indeed whether any duplicates of them exist · in 

Europe; they shall be noticed in another part of this work. 

J}ut I.pal!6/t did not furnish even one of those ancient Ara; 

bick a'nd Persian Manuscfipt., thatthe booksellers undertook, 

lI;d probably endeavoured to procure, according to a list 

which I had given them immediately on my arrival. . Some 

gems and a fe\v medals ~represented in PI. LIX) were the 

chiefresult of my researches amollg .arraf. (....;\ro) or money 

changers, and dekUs .(.)1» or persons employed by shop-

~.~.~~ ......................................... .. 
(., .;, Htl. h ~~t~l... ..... '-'1M J ~\o~ '-".j'3 .r'..:.J.>1... J~!~..r- y,;J;. 

"II it C'n...,rj~ .. built Ihtt'l' hundrtd. lIud tift, di'ti,b!J. The .. 1I11it' VOI\lme Conhli •• 

.. puett.:"' deKription of Ymf l")..) IDd ttbv compout.knJ1, OCO\lP)taa DtUly QII .. 
· ..... 011 ..u fill, .., ..... P'Jfto, . 



6; 

keepers to carry about specimens of their goocIl and tolell 

~ifling articles of various kindl. :f'rom orie tidId t prO­

cured a .mall pa~l of tbe kill .. and rtmg. used in giving to 

tbe beard a fiDe glossy black tinge; these substancesshilU 

be ooticed io the Appendix. 

~ At Ispahan the covers of books are ornamented in, a stylo 

pe~liarly rich; and they often exhibit miniatures painted with 

cOli~iderable neatness and admirably varnished. I purchased 

many loose covers of different sizes, containing representa­

tions of the finest Persian flowers delineated from nature in 

exquisite colours, and with minute accuracy. 

Most provinces of'the kingdom are supplied by th}~ great 

city with pencases or Kalmddm <,)J..J:i generally pro!1ounced 

Kalmooon) made, like the book.cOI·en, of pasteboard, and 
, .. . 

sometimes equally beautiful ill their dccorations;~ of those 

tases may be seen, in one shop, parcels three or fOllr feet 

high, comprising many hundred, of various patterns, and of 

all prices from a shilling or half-riUl to three or four guineas 

or tlu"/",s. Out of such heaps I selected thirty, lome on ac­

count of their particular devices, and ot hers as presents for 
• 

my friends in England. The Kalmdlln consists of two parts; 

one resembling 'a drawer, from five to nine or ten inches IQ,ng; 

generally ahout one inch in depth and a iiltle more ill ~idtb. 
, , 

'fhe other i. a sheath or cover made to close upon and ,fit the 

drawer with great exactpess. The last or Miacellaneou's 

Plate shows, in fig'. 1, the form of a kaimd4i. as .tuck in thill 
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girdle ~r carried in ~e pocket. Fig. 2 and 3 represent the 

parts separated("). 

Of paper, also; many Sandukcheh ("f;~) or small boxes. . . . 

are manufactured at Ispahan; so tenacious and adhesive i • 
•• the seri8h (Vu-.rl, a viscous substance used in their composition, 

tbat the pasteboard seems to possess all the strength and sol~­

dity of wood. Those. boxes in general, are splendidly painted 

and varnished; some contain, in various compartments on the 
. . 

lids, ends and sides, very interesting pictures executed in the 

best style of Persian miniature. The common subjects are 

battles and hunting-parties; but they often c»hibit scenes 

from popular romances, among which the favourite _eems to 

be NlzA'r,u's story. The loves of KHu~aAu anti Sln'RI'N . 

• y ................................................ ~ . 

(If) A cast properly furoiabw shonld contain,'. (our or five ptbl ~aned kalm'rU 
the Grcr.k and Latin lO).UPOI and calamus). In Ihe Misctll. Plate (fig. 4), a kalm is 
delinealed of tbe relll li"e. The best of -these Pl'U' are made of tl,e dark brown of 

blacki.h lUi or retd dllt grows orllf S/ifrRfrter (in tbe proviDce of Khuzi.tan or SU~iaDa) 

and thence dtDOminated a,.i SAudtn-i (~;.:.".:. f.Jj). 11. The Mdf"okkd (~r) or 
ink. 111. The d"t04t (c.::.J~) or iuk bolder (fig~ 6) of bra" .. ,ilver, WOlber of purl 
or other material,. plain or ornamented; • sntalt kibltA ftll,M (W ~j) or ONIgoetick 
Def'dle,: (wbicb enable. the .W .... I.a,. wbile praying to direct hi. look. towardl MLe. 
uA), ~ lOIDetime. ~t under a gilli' ill tbe dtuD6t as fig. {\ elpreuel. lV. A cAdk4 . 
(;\.:-) ; tbi. name di.lioguilbt-••• mall knife u~d (or mending pen'. from the 10Dg~ 
blackd bife .. lied k ... uI (~.J~). v. A MQkrc (';I}-o) or m;r of ,du ... , lor 
oliJlPi!l ~per' . VI. Tbe14Ul8.4 (I.. ~) or whet-stone. Fig, a showl the eud 
fore L4._or-'aow b.fore me. VII, The ktJtUl %fIa (~0 t:hi) fig. 1: • Sat 
aod tbiD .- of hora. two 01 three incbe. long. on which tbe pen i. laid "lien ita,. 
Poi~ Te4(uim·cllltia,. VIII. The ~6' 41.1041 ktc. (J t,,;)l~ ~\) tig, 8; witb th •• 
li.tI, .. pooa, .. &atraU,. made of metal, water i. drupped ioto the d.",it fOf tbe r\lr~ 
«dilll,tiD. tbe iul!. ,,~n koolae dr>: or cOl,ul'le~. . ' 
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All tbe fanciful devices above mentioned ,combine to de-• 
'corate one Sandukcheh which I proc~d, but at .. price not 

r 

very moderate; for its cover is enriched with portraits of real 

D'nd living personages; the king seated on his tbrone, attended 

·b,lh some of the princes and chief ministers. That a verr ' 
• 

strong resemblance appeared in the countenances, and that 

tlie attitudes. state-dresses and ornaments oftbe figures were 

most faithfully represented, was declared by several persons 
• 

-who ~lad frequently been at court; and my own personal ob-

-aervation, soon after, confirmed the truth of tbeir assertions. 

'To illustrate another chapter, I shall lay before the reader an 

,engraving traced from this picture. Thc box whie.h it adoms 

is about fourteen incpes long, the pasteboard being three 

quarters of an inch thick. Most Sa,.dukchchs whether larger 

orsmaller are formed nearly on the same model, which is suffi­

ciently described in the last or Miscellaneous Plate, No.9. 

spowing the form of mine. 

The artists who make those boxes and pen-cases, very in­

geniously mountsmalliooking glasses also in fcames of paste­

board; a traveller finds these extremely convenient as they 

lie Bat and occupy but littl.e space among his clOlhes. Some 

are opened like a book, and .fastened by means of a hook 
and catch (Misc. PI. No. 10). Of others the mirror ~'04! 

• 
casionally covered by a piece which fits exact!yinthepa't&: ' 

board frame, and is easily separated from it by a ~i 
nail (Misc. PI. No. 11). 'fhese 100kinUlaAesareottirioUl 
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liBel and forms, '<J4Iare, ,oval or octagonal, from five to twelve 

.or thirteen inches ioug+ and proportionably broad. n" . . . . 
frames and covt\rs are often neatly painted, and sometimes 

ornamented with KMtembmtdi (",~\.;.). 

This is a kind of mosaick-work, used also on Doxes,smaJl·· 

cabinets or chests of drawers, musical instruments and othel 

IIrticles. It consis,\ in various patterns forme1 by layihg 

minute pieces of ivory, brass, silver, hald wood, and bone 

't~inedof various colours, in a bed of such excellent glue or 

cement, that, as';t has been .sl6d, the whole is often planed at 

once like a solid board, and thus no inequality remains 

aUlong hundreds or thousands of the component particles; 
• 

this I am almost induced to believe from the perfectly smooth 

aud level surface of some specimens now on my table; one 

is. eopied, in the MiscellaneoU)! Piaif' ~. 12 . 
• 

To dispose such a multiplicity of those small diversified' 

Ill.aterials within a narrow compass, and in patterns of the 

utmost regulllrity, was not only an occupation that ensured 
cQnsiderable profit to many arLists of Shira. and IspaMn, but, 

served, sOille centuries ·ago, as an ~musing exercise of inge­

nuity, to persons ofillustriousl:ank, DOWLET SllA'll in hi • 

.. LiIl!:8 of.the Poets," enumerating the accomplishment:! of . . -. . ~ 

SI1L'I'ol'lIl 'A,H,";&D BEN AVl's (v-!JI 01 ....... ,,,,Il0l..), who 1IIUr, 

d~ and iucceeded his brother HUSEIN (~) in the yeli­

~~, informs us that his musical composi~ns were highly . 
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·esteemed; and" tbis prince," saY" tbe bigppher, .. being 

~. himself acquainted witb many aeieaees, enconraged tbem­
., in otbers; he .... a8 the author of exeelle~ verses both in' 

'" Arabick and Persian; and considered a. master in severa.l 

,\ branches of art; such as in painting and gilding, in making 

"bows and arrows, anti in K htttembandi"(18). 

'i'hat cbJs, originally an Indian ga~, has been. since the 

'six't!>, or perhaps the third century ofChri.t,afavourite among 

the Persians, Doctor Hyde of Oxford sufficiently demon~ 
slrales ill his elaborate" Hist __ ia Shahi/udij;" the plates of 

which render it unnecessary for me to describe the table and 

various pieces used ill playing. But although the same 

learned writer has traced nard ("J) or backgammon to ages 

of still higher antiquity, his account not being illustrated··by 

any engraved repreSllntation, I have annexed the fOfni,·6£. 

takhtth (..:uJ) made at lifal"l" (Misc. PI. fig. 13). This is of 
• 
. chinar-wood, about twenty inches 10>lg and twelve or thirteen 

broad, enclosed within a frame or ledge that rises half an 

.inch. and prevents the dice from falling over. It is not divi-

................................................... 
. 

&' ..... J . .>!H--#~ .. '-.II' )1.:.1 '~}I)jfj.a) ..;,,;.. tJ>1.w~ ('.)- . 
-J"J! ,,' ..... \ .....<1~.r.'- J .;..;! r"\o.' ......... J ..r\} J ""';"'.lJ J./.,r4! 1:JJ!t;' 
See the TnkelT'el, or Hi$IOr) of tbe Per,ian Poetl by DOWLET SKA'. of Sll1IIlru .... 
ift "".ecouDt of HA'FIZ , Perll'l» the Sot',t pie'Cel of XlMte.bnlli mostkk ·rtcr. 
brougbt to EUfOI)e are thOle which Sir Gore OUleley bal cau.ed to De iulaid ."~ 
alld table.. DOW forEDiDg tOme of the PlOit ricb arwI betlutiful or.ament. of tJ."ho~ ill 
Loodoo. . 



OctQ/Jer iSl\.] IIPAHA'. 
~ 

67 

ded.into twa,v_es, like our European tables; bqt:.},bibUtta 
, 

middle space either l;llank or ornamented with pict~ o.f 
birds, dOlvers or bumau ligures, between the right and left 

painted compartments which contain the Illarks repre.ented 
by us a. pyramids with acute points; here they are parallllJ 

lines lilled up witb colours alternately dark and light. Oil the 
intermediate space above-mentioned the dice are thrown, n~ 

from a box but from the player's hand. , Such is the form of 
• • 

a takhteh-i-nard (0/ M.i:') or backgammon table. 1'he men 

or muhreh (..,..) are commonly pieces of wood about one 

inch and a half in height, sometimes very neatly turned or 

carved, fifteen being black, the other lifteen either red or 

white. Fig, 14 shows the real size and form of those that I 
• 

brought to England. The dice are generally of bone aud 

larger than those now used among us. A kn'owledge of back­

gammon acquired in Europe enabled me, almost immedi­

ately, to contend with Persians at nard; observing, however, 

that they did not allow to doublets, peculiarly, any ad"antage 

beyond their obvious numerical power>. 

The. Indian game PacM! (~) is sometimes played at 

lyaM", where, I procured the tak4te/. or board, made in that 

city, and represented by fig. 15, (Misc. Plate). It is of 

c"iIII(~tree wood, and in form resembles a cross; mine COD­

tilla of lour pieces, equal in size and so contrived that two 

by means of grooves may be united witb the other two; each 

pieceil ten , inches and a half loflg and above three wide, . 
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'diwded ftlerely by~painted lines, into twentt fanr compart­
l)Je~ts square, and one- triangular at the end which joins it to .. 
the others; 'thus each piece contains twenty-live houses, or 
Khflllehs (Ol .. ) as 'the Persian. call these compartments; anll 

that number is expressed by the name paclai. given to this 

game in the language of Hindu.lan. Fig. 16 shows the form 
'<tf one piece' separated from the other three; on each. the , 
compartments are filled with the same colours and exhibit . , 

the 'same ornaments, among which I kno\v not whether we 

may class the Suns, having neglected to ascertain in what 

manner the game is played, Eight small shells however, are 

used, and as many wooden muhreli ('p) or ' men, four red 
and four black, eacQ above an inch high and of a conical 

foml,asinfig,17. 

Cards did not seem to pe much in use, at least publickly 
• 

~mong the Persians, who call them GarYaJal. (~). Two or 

three packs which I examined in the Mzur at l'paha" were 

of European manufacture, aoo llad been brought from Russia. 

Of pictures very neatly executed in water colo~rs, on 

leaves of , paper either ~parate, or collected into books, 

many hundreds were brought for in.pectinn to our tents, 

and oHered daily for sale in the ahops of hf.""d'" 
Among those I found severaHnteresting, aa pOI'tnlits , of ,teo 

markable personages; and others ,8.11 they ilIU8trated ,mlll1~ 

and cUltom.., representing scenes of frequent oc~ in 
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domestick lile; many ''Were recommended as preci,ous relicks . , 

of the lmcient school, if so w~ may describe works of t~o ~r 

perhaps three centuries; to me the oldest appeared the ~; 

and such, indeed, the living artistS did not hesitate to acknow­
ledge them. Others were chiefly admiroo for the brillianG1 
of their colours ; and a few, though exhibitin~ mere outlines, 

bore, as they deserved, a price cOlDparatively high; for tho~ 

outlines had been traced by the hand of some Persian Flex-.' . 
man. There was yet another class of miniature paintings 

which evinced in the grouping of figut8S and gene~al st51e 

of drawing, consider .. bleskill and ingenuity wasted -on suit< 
• 

jec!s the most offensive to a modest eye. Of such painted and 

outline figures on paper, as may withou~ scruple be presented 

to the reader, I annex specimens among the Plates of 

this volume, and an account in thl! Appendix; hut of 
• 

several offered fo! sale, those most highly finished were 

unfortunately of such a description as precludes any farther 

notice. 

Some figures painted in oil-colours on canvass, and nearly 
of thellaturaJ human size, represented those modern beauties 

who grace the Harems of the wealthlY and voluptuous: FroID' 
, . 

all that I could learn the fair daughters of Circassia. respect-

ing "'1'om.we EllI'Opeana have heard or read so mucli, are 
confounded by Persian. with ~;loYely damsels of a neigh­

bouring country under the name of Gu';' <..,..}) or Geor~; 
Theleseem to he moSt generall, adBiired and are con .. 
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quently .\>Id at the highest price.e; "hile the denominBtion 

(fhcrkes/ (.,.J~) or Circ~ian1sl'lll'e£y mentioned. Dut,this 

d'les not argue an inferiority of charms; taste among the 

Persians, as elsewhere, differs in individuals, and often ap-' 

pears depraved to a degree ,'hich we can scarcely compre· 

hend. A Khiin or nobleman of my acquaintance purchased, 

~hile we resided at Tehran, a Calmuck girl whose broad /lat 

RoSe, little angular eyes, and, in short, every feature, contri-, ' 

buted to, form what among us would be reckoned ugliness; 

yet this, g~ti6cation of caprice cost the Kluin as considerable 

• sum of money as he had paid, on former occasions, for the 

possession of young females who might have been considered 

pretty even in Francl' or England. 

The oil paintings are of various sizes; the best that 1 had im 

opportunity of seeing wer~ frpm four to six feet long, and from 

two to three feet wide; the figures in Plate LX l arc engraved 

from two in my. own collection, and would sufficiently prove, 

what other pictures given in this volume servc to show, that 

female beauty is not much heightened by any elegance of 

Persian drapery. 

I now,retum to the 'tamp of &adeulbdd, where we cop­

tinued every night watching the comet, and listening to, tha. , 
melancholy yelping of a thouaand jackals which prowled 

about the gardens till dawn of day in numerous packs, ofteb" 
'rushing clote by our tel118" bllt running of 1\'iIh theu~ 
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speed whenever weatlempted to surprise them i,two or three, 

however, were shot by l'ersons who I:lIarded the ta-c!k/I (4LJol 
orplace where our mules and horses stood at piquet, 

That IyaMn abounded in fruit has already appeared frOD) 

the testimony nf ancient and modern writers, amply confirm. 

ed by. the profusion of our daily desserts in the Sufreh KluJ.1 

nell (.;\>. ~) or dining-hall of the palace; while grap~s, 

melons and peaches of exquisite flavour might have been 

found at all times on the respective , tables of the English 
' r 

gentlemen, 'fo this was added, most gratefnl when,least to, 

be expected, during day. of excessive heat. the luxury 

afforded b'y snow and ice; of which, for a 'few pIJ i 4dk 

' ('I,w J~) or half-pence, enough might be purchased to pre. 

serve for two or three hours in its original freshness, a large 

quantity of fruit, 'and to cool sO,l)le .bnttles of wine or bowls 

of .herbet, 

I have mentioned that the \hirtcenth of October was spent 

in preparations for the journey to Tehr{l1I , 'On the fourteenth 

we departed from the gardens of Saadet6bad or ' .. Mansion . -
:' of Felicity," passed over the brKl,ge of KMju tbrouglnhe 

adjoining cllarb6gh, bazars and winding streets, 'and under 
• 

the 3Bte called Dervdze" Tukc1ti("), near which are two 

................................................... 
. C', In the N.,~lrill" or G~4If«ri I fiud tbe DIlDe lpelt ~i (TMkcAi),: .bile 
II appel's ~~ (T,,\Adi) In tbe pages or • wbrk WhtltA duriol our >telideace It 
I".w.. by • Pcr:.; iao, "bOle at:curacy, bowever, iI queltiodble .. 
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figures oflio~ rUdely carved in stone, each seeming to have 

R.al"tly.<~wallowed a liu!D~n head, of which the face, at least, 
is viJible between the extended jaws; from thi~te we pro­

... :~'d along the /9Lrden lJlithe KUsh Khaneh (otltcA,,;) or k',ng' 

Ifa.,!"k-house," within half a m.ile from which we encamped 

on a '- plain northward of the city, and neat the lOurce or 

s~m.called A'h i Shdh pesend (~ .u ..,.,1) which serves to 

~uiP'y a multiplicity of cantit. or aqueducts. Our whole 
biarcil.did not, "robably, exceed Sire miles, 

,H..ere we remained one week, amused with receiving or 

paying ,ViSIts,. apc1 furnishing ourselves with various articles 

for which Isfa/I6.l1 has been most distinguished. I explored . , ' 

~~e' ruinl of villages scattered over the plain in all directions 

~car OIH' can,!p; it is said that they once amounted t~ thirty; 
and some m!1st have beeq considerable in .ize and respecta-

• ble frolll the handsome hou.es which they contained. AI· 
though pillaged and depopulated by the AjghfrJls almost a 
century ago, man.r.oftheir cbanlbers yet n'main, with vaults 

.and stair.ca~CII btt little injured; yet no human being is cver 

'lieen"within t1~r walls except some traveller, who wonders at 
liildl"l18 hi_rfalone in pldces which might be easily rcndel" , . . 
ed habitable, situatc Qot much above a mile from the walls 

of a great mctropoiis. It must be confessed that these,ruins, 

.composed of 8un·dri~d bricks and mud, appear, like many 

modem ~difiees ofPenslr!, to much greater advantage in their 

()iJtline~oll paper than in'f.eality; fQf the me1tnnen (>f mare- , 
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rial. cannot well be expressed in a drawing. howev'er accu­

rately it may represent forms and proportions. Among t~ 

ruins nearest to our camp. I sketched a range of buildings, 

as th~y appear in Plate LX; and from my own teDt, part 0' 
I'pal/li1,; See the sallle Plate. 

On the sixteenth several clouds passed along the sky, anC! 

a slight momentary shower surprised and pleased us; ne'xt 

day we were mueh anlloyed by frequent whirlwinds extreme­

ly violent, which almost overwhelllled us in dust; many little 

Jerboas ealled by the Penians 7IIash·,ahl'hj (""I;-> ..,:.,..) "rats 

U or mice of the desert," were found alive, ncar our camp; 

and othcl' crcatures resembling ferrets(W) . 
• 

It had been origi,naJly proposed that we should begin OUP 

march on the scvcateenth or eightcenth. All the Ambassa­

dor's arrangements were mauc accordingly, and AIIU " L 

(W) Tb('~t w~re. fJl'rhap~. Ihl' "h'd wLidl Dr. Shaw r"uud ;11 n,)rhar:v. nn" as~oc iatf'. 

,dlh (he Jabu(J or Yt l'!Jua: (Tra"t-I!, fl· 17fJ, 2.1. ,·!Iit. 17:;1) 1'1'1 tll'o liule '''lrIllh''u 
animals Ibat burrow illlhc ,::rouno. B) Bruce. in the AJlpt'nclix 10 his Trul'ds, a p:oull 
engrltVed repre~t'lIlatiol} of flJe Jerhol! hal bt"en given; lind hp.like, Or. Slnlw. is iucli. 

ned to regard til;s creature (from ,he extraordiuary I~ngth ufih hind feet, aDd oi~pro. 

porli01late shorhlell of ib fore feet) HI that IIlnonlt the llirce kinds of LiL)':m rats or 
mice. which Herodotus sl,lt:d "''''0 fooleli;" Mvw~ fie ,),U'[Q; TplXIII aVTo:h (071'1 O_IUlI 

AI"o!(f /a'J+..oVTGI. ~J.ib; IV. c. 1D:!). The leortJed Bochart !Ius treated cOJ)iollsly of 
tbe Jtf'IK_. (AI y.,.bu.or Y."buo tf..#' ul Arabian wrilus) and thiuk. it 10 be the 

_1/." or HpU. (jI.tt) of ,I be .:Bible (Psalm CIV. 10, Provo XXX. 20) rendued in our 
tramlatioD If <':onie.," }.Iurally _pfu"dm. D'.l!Ittt (Hie~ozoic. LiL. 111. cap 33. uAuer. 

the het.d "1I1e'''''1UI uon est tutticu/u. ,ed major •• Muri. gellU,"), Shaw aod Bruce, 
.• ~nr • . lireDot .wmiol to adopt this opinion. . 
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HASSAN KIIA'N had been appointed to act as our Mehman­

tltil'; but the great fast of the month R,AMU.I.'N C"Ioi....I) during 

which the Mohammedans abstain from ealing, drinkin£, or 

smoking betweerfsunrise and sunset, was now almost termina­

ted; and no Persian would willingly commence a journey or 

any other business until the new moon had been perceived. 

tarly on the nineteenth it was puelickly and joyfully pro-
• 

c1,\imed that thi. event had occurred; the day was therefore 

considered as an important eidCJ+'l or festival, and devoted hy 

the true believers to gluttony, the delights of tobacco, and 

sensual gratifications of every kind. Presents were recipro­

cally given by relations, friends and equals; and offered by 

servants to their masters wito the usual compliment and wish, 

eld.i·.huma mubdrek btlslled (...:.~ ~t,.... W. J+') "may this 
; -

" holy day be auspicious !o you"(fI). On these occasions the 

gifts are not always of m'uch intrinsick value; but a fruit, a 

flower, or a bit of sweet·meat, sen'es as a token of esteem or 

of respect. The twentieth day of October was the last of 

our residence here . 

.................................................... 
(") Or .. may your f~~tinl be blt!5ed or fortunate." In (be Peraiaa sentence . . 

W,fudappean to ban ~tlpt'nedl'd. within two or three centuries, the ongiual. Ind per. 
baps more correct lem, tad (4,)~). On thit form of complimeDt labaU oWer JOme .... 
marin iu the AppeDdis. 



CHAPTER XV • 

• 

Journey from 181'ah6n to Tehrdn •. 

ON the twenty-first day of October, :,-t six o'clock in the 
morning we left our camp near the KUsh KMneh of 

lspah6.n, and having marched ten-miles and three quarters, 

arrived within three hours at Ga: (1). Our road was per­

fectly fiat; with mountain. both on the rigbt and left; we 

passed by many of those ruined villages before-mentioned 

and, atthesecond mile,a running stream calledA'b-i-Fa:labtid 

(~1{1.ii ""I); after wbicb we remarked several candts or subter­

rjlneou. conduits for tbe purposes of irrigation, but few symp­

toms of agriculture until we approached our halting-place, 
where some extensive plantations of melons, and of the castor 

and db~ton plants were discovcred. . Gaz. it is said, comprises 

five hundred houses or families; but I think the number ex­

IIggerated by that statement; its caravansera is a handsome 

Q(jUicQ externally, and c0!lstructed Of brick not sun-dried .in, 
• 
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the usual manner, but hardened by means of fire to tbe solid­

i~y and perhaps the durability of stone; yet its inner cham­

bers were fallen'" decay; our tents however rendered us inde-• 
pendent of any accommodation that this building might have 

akordcd. Gaz, of which the name is written by Arabiaa 

l!cographcrs .Ta. (r,), was c311sidered in the fourteenth cen­

(ur,Y as chief of twelve villages belollg'''!.: to the district of 

NarkJIlI{m; (-rJ'i-)); ,his we learn from H .. !nALLAIi Cu­

"[~N I , w;!t) adds. that" in this \· jll;:~g: oC Gu:: (or Ja::) a fire­

"telllple had t,,"en coustructed by B..IIMH. the SOil of Is­
H }' .NDr. 'R' 't~). 

Some unfavourable aspect of :be stars, (8 ready, and to 
• 

l)ersians a sufficient e=cuse for ja~incss or pro~rastinatioll), 

detained our Meltm(lIIdtlr, ABU'L l1ASSA!< KIa'N, until night 

in the city. Meanwhile.his deputy 011 this occasion, Mu­
HUIM&D BEG (~ ......... ) found m:lch difficult" through 

~ome neglect of previa"" arrangements, in procuring for us 

"nd for our horses, the necessary sitlrsalor allowance ofprn­

"JSIOO!. Gaz enjoys a temperate air; the natives reckon it 

cold; Fahrenheit's Thermometer rose, however, to 75 at balf­

past one o'clock. 

We began .our march on the twent.y-second at a )lef'Y 
, ~J-~ 

early bour; the road was excellent, Bnd with tbe exccJ!!;io.D 
, , . 

............. - ................ ~ ••••••••••• •••• IIIt4i • •• 

(') J.i! ..... 1.. ,,~\ )~.~\ .,,! ."... r. .> uI-)J J (MS. Ii.., ., CoU), 
Geo,r. ~ct. cb.', iu the1actOPolD.l of 1!f.6fm.) . 
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of one inconsiderable risc, uniformly levcl; and would have 

presented no other obstacles to wheel-carriages than two or 

three water-courses. 'Ve passed some ruiued villages and 

neglected though handsome caravanseras ; and at length after 

a journey df twenty one miles and a half, reached our tents 

near lIfurcheh-KhUrt ("'-'lj':' d»Y')' or as the name is softened 
• • in pronunciation, Mrirche1. KhUrd(t). Here is a mud-built 

• 
castle with towers, snd the whole place is supposed to cont,in 

about two hundred houses. To these belong some gardens 

which produce fru;i:s ofval'ious kinds, alld somelicld. where 

cotton and casco., ,,·he·at and barleJ were cultimted. Ncar 

the village we remarked a Coravan . .er6, whith the Ami" ad 

(loul,·h', workmen werc, or seemed, engaged in repairing. 

On the twenty-third. at five o'clock in the morning, we set 

out fromM.irdlf" KIt"rt. after a night so extremely cold that 

the water was frozcn in some of our tents. At tell we alight­

ed ncar the caravan,e ••. of il kd K .ne61 pui." (~~ J\.J \:il). or 

.. the lower;" 80 called to distinguish it from aoother lituate 

one stage farther tOw8 rds the north C). We travelled this day 

........ ~ ........................................ . 
• 

(., But in ,h~ MS. NtdUllal nd6b (Chap. of Roads and Stagts) J find the Glma 

written MUrch,,, Klr.ur (;,.. ~)r). This place "It thClceDe or. memorable batdc 
fought on the twelfth aDd lhirteeuth uf November in 112:9. \\hca NA'DEB Sa,'q de--
fCllttd tie Turin IDd AfgbAnI. . 

l') Thl' P('niaus aeldom taka much trouble in giviD' the trtae .ound to Arabi~ 
le'tten of difficuh proDuncialian: but ~nerll\l)' call U\ or 'U', A,4, and aftteD limpl,. 
,,~. as 1t"tM well bowo.od Ollce formidable nlme of A'a, • ..' MURA-MIl,a. tbe pre . 
.-en,t momlf( h'l uncle. 1 remarked .tbat paii" (~~) w"icb diatinguiahCI the 41st 
.......... e!. as u tbe lower," " •• commonl, proDoUDc~d p.i .... 
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fifteen miles and a half. over a flat and dreary waste; the road 

was good. but destitute of houses. of men. trees. and even of 

,brubs. 'Vefound, however, the solitary caravansera. whicla 

owes its foundation and its name to An ... • KEl>1A·L. (an ofli­

c~r of the Harem under one of the Sife1!i princes) a handsome. 

structure; and here too we saw several masons employed. I 

was endeavouring to recollect some instance of a publick. or 

ind!:ed a private edifice in Persia, besides this and the cam­

va~sera of Mutchelt Kldtrt, being rescued from decay by 

timely reparation. when it was maliciously. and perhaps 

falsely whispered, that the labours of those workmen had 

commenced at our approach, and would terminate on our de­

parture; as they we'7 hircd merely to excite in the Ambas­

iador such an opinion of the Amin ad'douleTt's zeal for the 

conveniency of travellers and the improvement of his coun­

try, as might befavourablr reported to the king; this artifice, 

however. seems to me improbable. as it was contemptible and 

unnecessary; for we had already witnessed daily at I spahtm 

the numerous splendid and useful works de"iscd by that 

minister and executed at his expense. 'fhis day the Ther­

mometer at noon rose to 71; but the night was exceedingly 

cold. 

Our march ofthe twenty-fourth commenced before sil< lind 

ended about ten o'clock, when we balted at the caravansera 

of AM Kemdl bala (!~)or "the upper,"having advanced in a 

northern direction thirteen miles. When nearly half-way we::. 
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saw on the left some villages which constitute JlultgM" 

(",IA:.y,-), a place celehrated for the manufactory of carpets. 

Our path was in many spots t'xtremely rough and s.tony, and 

every where barren; itistherefore called, as ,j'Persian informed 

me,the ral.-e-biaMni (.j~~ .1;) or "desert road." Its inequa­

lities of surface were numerous, but the hill. not very high,; 

aad I remarked that most of our ascents from the southern . . 
side exceeded by a few feet or yards the descents on the 

-other; thns the general surface appeared to rise in our pro­

gress towards the north. 

Our tents were placed near a caravansera recently con­

strllcted, indeed scarcely finished, by, the Am/II ad'dauleh; 

the old caravansera, about a mile distant, being no longer 

frequented from an alleged scarcity of water. Yet I found 

on visiting it, a stream by no mean; scanty, murmuring near 

the back of this deserted edifice, which was still spacious and 

handsome ; the stream flowed from an adjoining village where 

some houses were almost perfect, though n'one had been in­

habited for many years. Here were two large willows, vone­

rable in their decay; and near the new caravansera some 

younger trees of which I was indu~ed to ascertain the num­

ber, a Persian having declared, in the usual mode of vague 

amp\iication, ' .. that to him they seemed five hundred, or 

.. perhaps a thousand;" neither he nor I could reckon more 

than eighty. It was here discussed whether we should pro­

c~ed to CtiJlu:in by way of Kuhrud or of Sa~; the former was 
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preferred as affording shortcr stages nnd more convenient 

l'alting places for the invalidsC)· 

To a day of t,leasant temperature (for the Thermometer 

<lid not risc above GO) succeeded a night so cold that we were 

scarcely enabled to defend ourselves by means of additional 

,t#d-clothes from the frnst which con\'erted into ice much of 

th!! water in our nwtOl'J'eh, or leathern bottles (described in 

V(;1. 1. p. 247; Misc . PI. fig. 12)., Of the large and hand.ollle, 

but deserted CQ1'{/VallSl.'l'a, I made a sketch from which is 

engraved fig, 18 in ~he Miscellaneous or last Plate of this 

"olume. 

After a riue of fifteen miles we arrived on the twenty-fifth 

at Kultrud (0,;;,); our path in various places had and stony led 

us over many hiBs, and through one narrow mountain pass '. 

or garda/eI, (,"oj) which ;vould not a{ll1lit two ho/'ses al'reast. 

'We saw several rats of an e,traordinary size; the .Tervoas 

were numerous, and some gentlemen of our party shot hares, 
, . 

f>nrtridges and wild ducks. A Ithough the leaves were falling 

very fast at Kultrl,d, the multiplicity of its trees, (baffiing my 

powers of enumeration) \lOU its lCrdantfields,atnply indem­

nified the eye for that naked and barren expanse over which 

it had so widely and hopelessly ranged during the last thw* 

.................................................. 
(') SOIll ~of which ( hal'e uev"r .eea the name written in Pe"';-n) .... Mid to, ~". 

large "illage with a lumd!W)tUe car~t'all"nl. about tweoty·tbree mik. Nortbwarif ",. 
M{,rc/ula kAuri, aud ie'V~D or eia:bt milet Et.t .. 'ud of the fOld that we took.. 
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days. TI,i. place is jn,tlycelehrotc(] '1S 011C of tbe plcasant~st 

in Persia, and comprehends two village, ; [(uhrud giving th~ 

general dcnomination, though comprising but one hundred 

and fifty houses or families; while tIle othcr; JtlilUin (",\>"~) , i • 

• aid to contain above two hundred; these 'are abundantly 

supplied with watcr hy a beautiful stream which nceompa-
• nied us during thc last half hour of this morning's ride front 

• 
a place where the roads of Sow and of Aga Kemdl unite(S). 

The houses situate on the steep sides of a hill, almost seem 

to stand one upon another. Below is the caravansera; and 

near it, on a rising ground, the remains of an old castle; be­

tween variouo eminen,ces the valley appears, richly culttmted. 

and finely diversified with gardens, fer~iJized by the stream 

above mentioned, and yielding in great quantities most admi­

rable fruit. We thought the walnuts and apples particularly 

excellent. From a spot ncar the ruined castle I sketched 

part ofthi. village. as in Plate LVIII; but it appears to much 

greater advantage in a dilt'erent point of vielv as accurately 

.................................................... 
(') Tllia t. River of Kdrltl" Iccordi"g In II AM DALL,4,K, ., Ao". from tbe mou. 

t, t,in or KA6uh: IDd hlvio, JHll5ed tbrough the territorie. of Jerbddtkh, L.rid#" 
.. and Kv .. , ita .ater. in the .priJig .e.~on are !pst subtcrrueously alter a cour.1!' 
.~ of thirly five f.tnDg .... 

Voi' J ....,.).4- ri J ",u..) J ",\iJ4?' ",-!1J! "!.'JI ... Wl.:: Ii jI JJ"'''''' 

~,. ..;::;... .... 1M j ..,.. ,,;.1)0 .)10+0 ~~ .... ""- )J ./"<1 ," ~ 
(MS. ~~:/lat .1 Ct&~b. c:b. of Niven), I have "'~re 1~ll Kurttiir a. io tbe ".n"~ript 
(}. . ..J \.:.) ; but itt atod~r. worl", tbe Dime j, mostly written KA ••• r (.;\ •• "i''':') 
IIDd the toUlbem PH,i ••• innriltW, pronouDmt K~. Thi. town it dHcribed 
... ilWite in one of tbe.IIlG,t fertile Iud btlutiful.."rb of rena ibeiu,altout lliintl,. 
mUe. DOrtlt·e •• tWlrd from 1'.1_""'. 
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delineated by Colonel Johnson in the tenth plate of his very 

interesting" Journey from India to England," p. ISS. , 

Here the Ambllssudor encamped as usual; but all the other 

~lIglish gentlemen, and Anu'L HASSAN KHA'N, found suf­

ficient accommodation at the caravansera; where in my 

«.hamber or vaulted cell the Thermometer at two o'clock did 

DOa rise above 50. Nearthi. is the green roofed tomb of an 

Im'limzadell, or holy personage whom the journal of M ,'IIU' 
SA'LEH styles SUA'H ZA'DEIl BUSEIN son of the illustrious 

III"im MU 'SA CA'ZEM; (~~ ..,..,. (\,,1 y~ .I, ~ ",1j.1.:.) 

"and from the summit of an eminence here," as the same 

U journalist affirms, ., may be seen, in one direction. the 

"great mountain D'am{,"end three stages beyond Tehran; 

"and in another the city of IifaMn with its adjacent 

"territories and the llci.ghbouring hills"('). The village 

of Kllhrud is a district considered as dependent on 

eli.hdn; and according to the" table of roads and stages," 

given in II.lMDkLUll'. Geography, is distant from that city 

eight farsangs(,); our actual measurement would scarcely 

............. , .................................. ... 
• 

,,;,\,.) .j oJ*' ~J. ",I -.fl'! ",. J~\;~ .is """";1) ",.0l.! .j , (') 
";'i'! ..,.. y~1 0".. ,~~ .j,~)k)l oM! JjM ... 1S 

(MS,Jour"_ltJjlth'u/t.'~A. 'LEH). , ... 

(1.) s« 1,Iii ~tiDernry ..:J'~\ JI ~\.:.I! 1:1'" If (rom Ca.," to 1./.,,';"" which that 
.... , •• ....s.:.-;, ~ "Jft' 10 \) ",I:.~ jI "From CUA60 , •• 11< .Ult,. of x-. 
eight (auaDg.," (MS. 1\' ... , ol C.li., th. of road. aud .'alO)' 
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allow twenty six miles to the road by which we travelled 

perhaps another more circuitous was, from some local cir; 

cumstance, preferred in the time of that author. 

The ingenious Chardin thinks it not improbable that, a~ 

some European writers have alserted, the valley of KuhrUd 

was the scene of Darius's last moments (Tome III, p. 88,· 

Rouen, 1723). An examination of this opinion will find 

its place in a future work better adapted than the present 

to discussions on subjectsconnccted with the history of 

Alexander. 

On the twenty-sixth we did ;)ot leave our manzii oefore 

seven o'clock in the morning. The rOBd during this day's 

llIarch was in general bad, rugged and stony, and rendered 

uneven by numerous hills; but these, for the first threc or 

four miles near Kuhrftd were beautifully wooded; and com­

bined with the subjacent valley, its winding limpid streams, 

the well cullivated fields which they w!'tered, .and the thickly 

planted gardens, to constitute suerrscellcry as even in Wales 

might be r'ickoned most "roman tick and picturesque." 

Passing by the village cemetery I remarked the image of a 
• 

lion very rudely carved in stone, like that before noticed at 

Dirt!_ (Vol. 1. p. 270); and on the slabs covering many gra\'es 

werc chiseled the figures of cypress-trees. 

Between the fifth and sixth mile of our journey we came to 

that great ba"cJ(~) or dike which SA.'H A,1JBA's constructed 
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for the purpose of restraining and collecting mountain tor­

rents aud the water of dissolved snow. This bond ioan im-, 
mense wall, apparently from forty to fifty feet high between 

two precipices; " winding path has been cut nil the left side, 

but so dangerous did it seem at one projecting corner of the 

rock, that Lady Onseley was induced to leave her po/allklll ; 

'and most of us encountered its difficulties on foot. The 

re!ervoir or lake formed by this mound was nearly dry ; but 
• we heard that the water has sometimes risen so exceedjngly 

as to overflow the wall. One arch, at the very bottom, suffi­

ces for the transmission of a moderate stream. As we ap­

proached this extraordinary object I sketched the view cn­

graved in Plate LVJII. 

We proceeded to Gabrcibdd (~~y) where Ollr tents were 

pilched; and alighted there after a march of almost fOllr 

hoUl's; yet the distance from Kuhrftd did not by many yards 

exceed ten miles. Our camp wa.situate close to the ruins of 

," IUud-built village, once the" Abode of Fire-worohippers;' 

and' on that account slyle'! Gabrdbtid; wilhin three 'luarters 

ofa mile was,Jhe handsome caravallsera whicl_Anu " r, HAS­

SAN KUA ' N aod hi. sen:ants occupied; it had been built in 

the ti,,,p, OfSllA'H Ann,,'. by a person namecl MI'R SA'BEa, 

(;1.. Ji'<). During the eourse of this lllol"Ding's ride, ll'er-
, , 

ceivcu or imagined in the general surface of the country a 

gentle declination towards Cd.llfm, but not equivalent to the 

ascent of former stages; and though we were advancin,$ in a 
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northern 'Ilirection, and had arrived at the twenty-sixtb of 

October, Fahrenbeit'sThetmometeroll that day at two o'c1oc~ 

rose to 67; higher by seventeen degrees than it had risen at . 

the same hour on the twenty-fifih. 

I walke,l about our camp from breakfast until dinner tillle 

" 'ith my gUll; but rather ill search of antiquities than of gam~ ' 

The ruincd village furnished no critcrion by which the reI i­

.gion. of its fonnders or inhabitants could be ascertained;' it • • 

was easy, however, and not uni1lleresting to trace the gradual 

process of decay; some housrs were yet but slightly affected 

by the weather or by time ; of others the roofs and arches had 

1i1l1en, and many were half filled with the rubbish of their , 
own walls. Some scarcely rose above the le\'el of their , 

foundations; and several were moulded into hillocks of clay. 

Ncar this, the remains of a hand50me and commodious 

bath attracted my observation; it had been well constructed 

of e"ccllent brick and nelitl y ornamented with lackered tile­

work. The pipes for conducting water and the stoves lor 

heating it might still, withoutll)uch trouble, have been rcn­

dered perfe~t. But my rambles,. although extended lour or 

five miles beyond thisplace,among the mountainsand through 

the valley, were not recompensed by any thing that wore even 

the~mblanc~ of antiquity, et.cept some vestiges ofa stone 

building near the ruined village. They appea,' on the sum­

mit of a hill whence the whole road to CdshUn was distinctly 

seen, and that city with the long tine of gardens behind it;. 
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on days less hazy, mount Damavpnd bas oft~D. '-discerned 

from this spot. If complete dilapidation be a proof of age 

those vestiges may boast of many centuries. Tbeir situation 

would indicate atastle; but on the inconsiderable space which 

they cover may have once stood a Fire-temple; or, perhaps. 

one of those edifices wherein the Gabrs are accustomed to 

~xposc their dead. 

"We set out from GabraMd about five o'clock on tbe twen­

ty.seventh, and a little befo1k ten in the morning reached our 

tents at C6.hull (",I.:.Il'), after a journey of fifteen miles and 

three quarters over a country in general fiat; through wbich 

the road was in some place. rugged and stony. On both 
• 

sides at variou. distances werc villages; but to me the greater 

number seemed deserted. As we approached Cashon the 

Ambassador was welcomed by an utikMI very numerous and 

respectable, comprising the chief tdjeT! (r,~) or merchants, 

the ked klwdas (lob.»') or householders, with all the principal 

inhabitants of that city; and at their head the 1IIlkem (,tt..) 

or governor himself. M,'RZA' ASl1"L KA 'SEM (1'"'\;II.lI1 ~) 

accompanied by Au' MUlIAIlMED JUPER (~ ........ \il). 

brother of ~h· ltz.' ZI'N .\!.A 'BEDI ' N ("'''I\,II ... j Ijr.-) alrea­

dy mentioned as Vaz'" or minister to the Prince of 8Mrliz. 

Haring been conuucted by these great men quite tl/rough 

the citUrb6g"jedid ("(~ t'~ )~) or "new garden," (a work of 

the indefatigable Amill ad'douleh) we halted at our calllp 

near the old "royal gal'tlen." denominated after oue of the 
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Sifm monaTchs, Bagh.i·ShlJ/. (.1.:. tJ), and adorned witla 
many stately cypresses. 

The oldest accounts of ClJShdn that I hav(I discoveTed were 

written in the tenth centuTY; it appeaTs fTom the MS. Sur 

al beldan that the city ,was then small but well supplied with 

the necessaries and conveniences of life: and ahounding in' 
fruit; it was infested, however, by scorpiolls of a black atid 

most venomous kind, that killed all persons whom tb~y 

stung·'(·). In the printed" Geography of EnN HAUKAL," 

(p. 171) those black scorpions are described as veTY numer· 

ous at Cd,hdn, "and another species called luil'oral. (')~,/»-)." 

From the MS. Se;,' al be/dd wc learn that ill the thirteenth 

century Cosltd .. was remarkable" for its manufactuTc of pot. 

"tery; and the earthenware was,accoTdingly, sent into vaTious 
• 

"pTovinces;" and" the apTicots of that city," adds the MS. 

"are cxtremely delicious, and considered when dried as 

" acceptable presents in distant countries where apricots so 

"excellent cannot be found. But at Cd.han aTC ulso black 

"scorpions large. than any produced elscwhere(') . 

................................................... 4 

~\ j~ J')~ lor.- J "","","i J ..,...;'4 ...>:..f -4-; -i,I!. ",\~Ii J (' l 
AIS. Solr oJ kid... ~ .>}! IJ i$ "'-" fM .1;-. Y,;\I, jI "';.. . 
J n .Doflt~PI ... ,e of 'he ume P'gt'. 1be blUnt of ('6,ht$,. is spell at. at prelleat ~t..:.I$ . 

..,,r.- ~'fi.s t.1) ....... 1 ~ u';;;l .,J.... )~ WI , "-""I .... u~ (') 
yl "'~ -=-!'~ j\O.)) ""-~~ J ,,).1 }:J o'4~ '-!o'1)1 J o>lj\w) u)t ",I JM 
,!.J..oJ ~ ..... :!. f'~ ~\,J» \,;)\ ~ ~i\ JI .,).~ 4~ ]!'-! '!.~ ("""'.;1 J ~ij\,", J~;,.. 

.. ~l,v h~ ..,~ ~ .s .. 01)\ .j~ .1;-. Y)~ ;} ""'--~~ J .. ~~ 
MS. s,;, oJ hlld, (Cli ... IV.) 
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CashOlI (",1411'), snys the geographer HHIDA tLAH, is a city 

"fthe fourth climate; "founded by ZOBEIDAH KHA'TV'N the 

"wife of H,'RU'N AR'R.SU,'D, under the zodiacal sign of 

" the virgin. I n' its vicinity is a clay-built castle called Fin. 

"Cu.,han enjoys a warm climate, and is watered by means of 

" chamiels f"om Fill, and by the ri\'(~r which flows from Klth­
" nld and N~dser; and in winter the cold is not so excessive , . 
"as to cover those streams with a great quantity of ice; 

• 
" but there, as at A'vali, the water is preserved frozen in 

" pits or wells until the heats of summer. C6,M" is of mid­

"dling eleration ; among its fruits the melons and grapes are 

"particulady cxcc1leut"CO
). Among the reptiles there, 

HU'DA LLA II adds t·hat the" scorpions arc vcry numerous 

.. and of deadly sting, which, howerer, it is said, they seldom 

" employ against a stranger"("). 

A"u'N R. 'zl ,author of the Haft akllm or "Seven Climates;" 

after a vague and hyperbolieal encomium, wherein be com­

pares and prefers the buildings and streets of Cd.M" to the 

.................................................. 
~ ",I ~\\;.1 J .!lU... tl\'~~ """,;.'- ~~)I ",vI. ,-;!.j., ",i\.:. '.>f!j (If) 
..r.> j!.)5)1 .;.,1 J "'-.r.~lr ",I .,j'J" ""'j- ..r.> ~I J <.;:..wl ""~ ..., 
~It-! ~ .! ~yJ "'~ lor' ",'"-..) J "'-'..,-'<' J ".lIf'; jI .! .,j»,n ~* 
J ""''''!-o j~ .... j r~ Ii J~ "'" ~ .~ ). Y\ 'J\ r." j1; ~;I J "'.r.4 

"'-10 ~I"\ J 'j"':' ';1.Y.4 JI OJ! l...J ~w;l 
(MS. A'rWult III Cwl'b. Geoog. SeCI . clI . 2.) 

o>lj ;..s fj ~~.J .,;.,§ ".:.~ JIN J J}! ~It-! ..... ;.. ~\.;J ('1) 
MS .• \'.:. d C.lub. ibicf.) . 
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cheeks of lovely damsels and Hauries resplendent with 

beauty; condescends to inform us, in plainer language, that 

.. it is a modern city having been founded under the celestial 

"sign Virgo, by ZOBEIDAH the queen 'bf HA'1tV'N AR'­

.. RASI/I'D; and in tmth" adds he, "the purity and sweetness 

.. of this place canuot be equalled in all [rlm, nor cven in 
• .. the whole world. And there · is at Fin, issuing fro,n one 

• 
" rock. a considerable fountain such a. the most experienlled 

.. travellers have rarely seen or described; the gardens and 

"cultivated fields of Cash all are chiefly watered by this 

.. stream; and destructive scorpions abound among the rep­

U tiles of the city, but do Ilot sting foreigners"(It) . 

Notwithstanding the recent origin here ascribed to Cdshan. 

I alll inclined to suppose that 'luecn ZOBEl DA" Dilly enlarged 
or embellished a place already peopled; for the vcnerahlc ERN 

AASulOfCuja describing the great battleofCtidesiah, which ill 

the yeal' 636, destroyed the hopes of Y EZD EJ ERD, the l'ersiun 

monarch, informs us that" to j <>i/l the royal army, SH I ' RZA ' O, 

" Vat!J or goveTllor of KIl", ""d Cusluin, marched. lvith twenty. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~)I .w'" ... p~ ",;'" .""'J J ..:.-1 ->i.~ ,,"',;yi )1 ",\.!I\' J C') 
;oJ .0.. ",)I.' rW ;oJ fo ",' J~'I;, ~~~ ~, .olj; W <I.M.. t:l~ \j 
01\(1..".). ....t:- "";:;,jll! ~ ..::.-;1 ~ ~;oJ '-"'-~ ,,;f:' ",'P.­

""''''~ : """!,,)}S\ , ... 1 ... I~ .)!.l ~ ~ ",' J.:.. "'~ ",b."'~ ~~ 
• 1..1 ~~ ""'.J~ ,ft. ;oJ <l\ii ..... ,}-..:>!r- j1 J-......... I ...,,1 oi.fi ",1.;;01\' 

4NL HIfiJ .oI*"", • . Cll •• IV), ",;.; .... ;W ..... ;01.0 ~.i .. 
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" five thonsaad troops, cnvalry and infantry"(1S).At the snb­

telluent battle of Nulllivelld, these cities contributed; accord­

ing to the same historian, twenty thousand; a circumstance 

which msy be 'dated above one hundred years before tbe 

existence of Queen ZOBIlI OAII. Indeed some have assigned 

the foundation of Ca."d" to l'AHMu'uAS, one of tlie earliest , 
kings; and an et.ymology for its name is offered by Oil old 

• 
P~rsiall writer who classes it among the ancient Cities. 

On the su~ject ofitsanliqllity I must refer to the last article 

of the Appendix. 

Concerning the fruits and the warmth of Casltd .. , OU'T po­

sitive testimon V call be offered in confirmation of the account . . 
' above given. We found the pears, figs and grapes deliciou~. 

and some of the melons were equally large a. exquisitely 

flavoured. Major Stone and I measured one nearly spllCri­

cal, which in circumference was two feet and ninlf inches; 

we divided between usand preserved it.s seed ; but this, from 

experiments lately made, seems to degenerate in our English 

climate. Although the morning. and nights were cool, the 

Thermometer rose between two and three o'clock, both on 

the twellty-seventh and °t ... enty-eigbth (of October) to 7'1. 

degrees; indeed without the vaulted cham bers and cellars 

(or those subterraneous recesses called .ardftbah '. ('!Io!r-) 

............................................. ~ •••• c 
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attached to almolt every house, people could scarcely endure 

the heats of summer in this place("). 

With respect to the scorpions, I can g ... e bllt a negative 

testimony in favour of their generosity towards strangers. 

None of our party suffered from those creatures; yet it was 

acknowledged by many of the inhabitants that five anll 

twenty or thirty persons had, within the last year, perished by 
• 

theircnvenomed stings; to avoid which, bedsteads raised from 

the tloor on high feet were, as I heard, very generally used("). 

Some of our gentlemen visited the fountain celebrated by · 

AMI'N R£'zl' in the possage extracted from his Manuscript 
• 

work (See p. 89). They found the garden of Fin a very 

pleasant spot, and the water most adtnirably pure and clear; 

workmen were employed there in preparing a house for the 

king and his lIm·em. This edifice, Ol'iginally designed ,is a 

snmlller residence for the king's, brother (now dead) H US£I N 

Kuu' KUA 'N (",t. 1./; .r.---), rivalled, it was said, the new 

palace of Fatlehab6d at Ispaltfm in the glowing colours 

............. - ............. _ ................... _ ... 
(") My Journ.1 bas lhUit. marked tbe dcgret~ tb which the TherJllometer ascended 

OD the {"t'ntY-t!igbth of Octobr.r. At 7 in Ihe morning, 46; at 8 quarter PUI 8. 6t: 

at flOOD, 69; Ind at half POIst 2, 7t . 
• • 

(") From Pliny, (anr.r Aristotle) we learn that the scorpion! 011 Latmul, a mouutain 
of Cad •• while (he, killed the Dati,t'a. of that cmtntly. wt're bar.lesl (0 ItNlIgt'n. 

" ·fn Lafmo Cari~ monte Ari,toleles tradit, a Icorpionibu8 bUI)litt's .nOft lE'di, indi8t'nas . 

"interimi ;" (Nat. Hist, Lib. VIII. 69). Tbe subjecC of scorpioDI IIIU5t be rClumc,t I . . . 
i, tilt. Ap~lldix. , 
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that enriched the glass of it. windows; Fi .. is about three miles 

~l1d a quarter from the city. 

We remained ct CasMII from the twenty-seTentb until the 

thirty-first day of October, and had ample leisure to explore 

the city, which, to me at least, appeared much larger than 

SIdra., and superior in population and the lively ~tir of busi- . 

ne~. Cashan is remarknbleforthe excellence of its weavers; 

for its varions manufactures of silk and cotton stuffS(16); 

velvets, and a sort of shawls worn and esteemed in tbe most 

remote pro\'inces of the cmpire; and abo,'e all, for its cop­

per-ware, genemlly tinned or whitened so as to resemble 

sih'er, As I rode through the Bazal'-e-misga,.{m (",y.. • .J~~)' 

or "quarter of the copper-smiths;" their ponderous ham men . 

incessantly rising and falling, assailed my car" with a more 

violent noise than al)Y thing since the first broadside fired 

from our ship at the Arabian pirates ill tbe Perllian gulf. 

Some of our attendants bad, during the whole journey from 

Bu."ehr, dispensed, even at bpa/lIlll, with many culinary 

utensils, that they might supply their wants at Coshall, Here 

were several dik Mrs (},4.) so ingeniously contrived and so 

neatly encuted, that they would not injure the cooker, whilst 

they might ornament the kitchen even of an English epicure. 

The DikM,' comprises varioui articles, from twelve to thirty, 

~ ................................................. . 
(" ) 1\ man aellinlltriptd handkerchief. at our teat., recolllQleoded hi, ...... by 

dedltiDg. ill language hmiliar to a f'"a.iau. " tbat tbeir colour. wtN: u uclllet'eabJe 
t. as the decrees of fate," ... 
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fitting one within another, the outer being a kettle or pot; 

the price is according to the &ize and number of those art~­

des, from fifteen to fifty ridls, or from thirty shillings to five 

pounds. 

Paying a visit one morning to ABU".!. HASSAN KIIA'N at 

the garden-house of the CharMg", I saw a quadruped, beau' 

tifully formed and spotted, which wa& described by the nlan 

who held it, as ayoungpalal1g (~) or leopard, broughtfrom 

some pla.ce on the road leading to Ha1uadlin; but another 

declared that it was a yu: ()",.l or beast of the lynx kind, 

trained to assist in the chase, and carried, occasionally, on 

the huntsman's horse. This account I am inclined to believe, 
• 

as from DOWLET SIlA'1I in his "History of the Persian 

"I'oets," we learn that a place between Kum and Ilamad6n 

was celebrated for the yutes it produced!"). At CusMn were 

offered for sale, by the heirs of a person lately deceased, sOllle 

Manuscripts, being, in general, fine copies of works not very 

rare. This city as a natil'e informed me, contains thirty 

.......................................................... 
C') "Ftr4Ah," I'Y' the bio,rapber ... is a district in the territories or K •• ; 

.. situate betwetn tbat city aDd HllrtUldu. : and t\le uuthor of tbe geographical work, 

.. eotilled S'r _I 6k~li., relatel, that tbe vicinity of Fn·tiA~" affords very tine Ytlu& 
"for buu(,.g.; ADd tbat througbout tbe world no place furnishes such JIUu' I. PerllAQ" • 
.. • heace tbey lte ,eut .. ,ift. worthy of king .... .' . ,0W\ (i J ,) ...... ......"lJ w~ ;J J ~; Jt...1 OJ" ~I .,..ii WI..I) 1..1 
"""'""'I ,""yo ",)t.:..!JI. ",I..'} .,r'i.)J 4 ".J,I ...,. ~Uj\.),....,.....1... J 

~ Ll..j" ",I "",,"'I... ....... ~ , """'~ ),1. wi JM ~\l1 ;J 4 ,,!I ...,. 
(MS. T"iirrtl; iotbe IOCOllut of JILA:'" BRN lineR FilollA.'iU'NI'.) ~). ~ 
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mosques, twelve puhlick batbs, and tea madraslt'" or ,col­
J'lges, of which one is a new and very handsome building; 

the city has also six gates; and its circumf-:rence is reckoned 

equal to one farsang. 

During our residence here, a fellow was punished for some 

t1lience committed before we left 1spallan; wher~" being the 

sen'ant of MUHAMMED BEG, (assistant on our march to the 

Mehm611dd,·.) he had not only arrested and insulted an in'firm 

old woman who was going for medical advice to the Sur­

geon's tent, but exceeded his authority by robbing her of 

two rid Is; besides which, he; beat the Surgeon's Persian 

attendant, who had interfered in the woman'. behalf; and 
• 

completed the me~sure of his guilt by condemning ip ' fl,e 

grossest terms, all Fara1lgkis or Europeans to the infernal 

regions. These cirCUplstanccs were represented to the Ani­

ba.sador, who demanded satisfaction from MUHAMMED 

BEG; but he connived at the escape und concealment of his 

sen'ant, swearing that he had taken refuge in a mayerl or 

mosque, from which sacred asylum it was not possible to 

drag him. This excuse he emplo!ed while we remained at 

1.<puiuin, with hope. that ill the bustle of a march all offenc€s 

might be forgotten . But the Ambassador had declared that 

he wo"ld ne"cr admit tlw assistant to his presence unl~.s the 

culprit should accompany him; many efforts were made, in' 

vaill, to sofien this resolution; and MUHAMMED BEG ',per­

<;civing that he must either, relinquish the expectation 'of pro-
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sents, mu~lIx hcsblved tl) persons III hi. departtnp.nt, or 
• 

resign the ofi'lIJdc,' to justice, despatched a mc.senger whO' 

'brought him nearly all humlred miles, b,Y rapid marches, to 

our camp at Ctis/';",; where immediately on (Ii, arrival he wal 

lIogg .. d by some stoutf.,.fuh(',., noll ••. vorcly cudgelled by his 

own master, who indemnified himself by many hearty blow., 

for tbe trd!Jble which this servant had caused him, T!le 

Ambassador'thought an example of unrelenting rigour ~cce .. -

.ary, as the punishment inllicted on a former occasion (See 

Vol. II, p. 225,) was not found sufficicnt to repress a spirit 

of insolence towards Europeans, which had lately bccome 

manifest. 

After a ride of two hours and a half, we arrived on the 

thirty-first day of October, at NasrhMd (J,-!~), a mud-walled 

town, containing about three hundredJlOuses, with a c;ara­

vallsera, some corn field. and cotton plantations; distant from 

Ca.lt/zn ten miles and a quart"r; the road was flat and good. 

About the seconu mile we crossed a stream which waters the 

village and gardens of Ghyoth dMd (~,-!U~) on the left; a little 

beyond this we saw on the right I.ati.bdd(J\'I ~); aod ncar 

it, on the same side, 'another villllge called H6rU7I 6btid 

(J~' ",.v\o) after the great Kholifah , to whose name is genera:!ly 

subjoloed the Arabick epithet, rosMd (~)), prudent OJ 

sagacious, ooe who leads in 'the .right way, 

Half a mile farther, toward. the 1eft, ana' sltlllite on a rising 

/{I'ouud, were tile trees and houses of K~irr..Md \J~:r.--); and, 
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bearly opposite, the, village of NUsll/ .. Md (.~I:.y). At' eight 

miles from Casltdn we passed on the right Ali 6had (,,~I,ol..) 

with , its gardens. Of all tbose villllge5 which I Mve men­

tioned, and several otbers seen tbis day, Ali dbtJd appear~ 

most flourishing, altbough the clay-built castle had talleR to 

decay. Here we saw the tomb of some venerable lmdm­

,6deh or saint, with its green-tiled roof; and 'a mud-walled 
, 

plllcC callt'd Murchan ( ')~J") now uninhabited, bllt exhibiting 

many vestiges of former cultivation. We beard that within 

eleven yeaN of the Amlll ad d014[eit·s government, this country 

had been improved by the con.truction of one hundred and 

fifty cancil" or subterraneou. ,aqueducts; and that each cost 

three thousand tllm';'".; thus forming. altogether. a .utn'.ex­

ceeding four bundred thousand pounds; which was gently 

levied by equitable assessment. on the various district. III 

proportion as they benefited by the distribution of water. 

NasrtiMd proved still warmel' than CIJs/i6n, for at one 

o'clock tbe Thermometer rose to 79. 

We proceeded early On tbe fi"t of November to Simi" 

(.,.....), and encamped "here after a journey of ten mileo, 

close to the hsnd.ome caravamera, another work of the Amin 

lId douleh; erected about three years before at his . own , 
ex,pense. The road lay through a sandy waste, 10 fiat that 

this building was in view during almost the whole marcb;. 

some remains of vj\1ag.>l appellr~d IIC1U" tile IIlOWlaiDI OIl, 



our lCft, IVhile the de_ert seemed equally boundleS8.&8 barren 

towards the right. Sinsin, according to report was, in farmel. 

ages a very ex ten.ive JUld populous village; but the houses 

are now in a slale of ruin. Behind the 'caravamera .runs 

a stream of water, and near it are a few hovels wherein some 

people reside who watch the cotton and barley fields. Here 
• several pattridges were sbot; and tbe Thermometer about 

800n sLood at 78. 

From Sinsin we marched soon after five o'clock on the 

.econd, and arrived at our tents near the caravansera of 

Pasfllgdn (<:)\(.;..\:) at half past .. eleven; this was a journey of 

twenty one miles and three quarters; the road in many places 

very hilly. At four miles we rode among the ruins of Deh-. 

i-nar (I, .J). once a considerable village. but pillaged and 

depopulated by the Tllrcomans; some walls and even cham- . 

bers of baDdsCHDe houses yet remain; and near them 011 the 

ri!(ht. a fine rivulet gushes from an eminence close to the road 

side. At seven miles we passed a new caraVamera. denomin­

ated from a stream of .. brackish water" that runs not far 

beyond it. the Cdrav6merd-i-6b-i-sltUr (~~ "'''.01 j"';~)~). This 

also, is a memorial of the Alliin "d douleh'. liberality. and 

here he has stalioned guards for the protection of travellers. 

Some inequalities of the road prevented us from seeing. 

until within a mile, either our tents or the caravansera at 

P~gdjl;. although not only Ku~n, t;he Dj:xt .tage, was'.visible. , 
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nearly serenteen miles beyond this place, but even Mouot 

DlIIIldva1ld (~" l.J) had been all day in sight,. at the distance 

of one ' hundred and forty or one hundred and fifty miles, 

rising Ii" above the horizon, towards the north-east. Th" 
only building or habitation of any kind at ,Pase>lg"", is; I 

believe, the caravallsera; which was founded hy a merchant of 

(;~Zd", named HA'JI ,MUHAMMEO B..'Kl:a"~ ...... ~'-); 

attached to it 'are two bark"'. (ob!.) or reserv'oils of water . 
• 

'We fOllnd the w"ather here unpleasantly warm, the Therlllo-

meter at one o'clock rising to 84. 

Our march on tile, tlIird of November comnlencrd at five 

o'dock in the morning, and ended at ten, when we entered 

K um (~), having tra~elled sixteen miles and three quarters; 

during most of which we had in view before us the gilded 

cupola of that city's chief mosque or sanctuary; at 'IUnrise, 

it appeared like a globe of tire. About seven miles Irom t~ 

last halt;,)g' place we passed a village called LangrUd (op> 

with a few trees, situate on the light; but more than half the 
houses had bcen long deserted and were mouldering to 

decay. As we advanced, the remains of habitations, !(ardens, 

alld tombs, became so Ill/merous as to evince a considerable 

degree of former population; and it was contrived to assem­

ble, from different parts of the country, although no,," ver, 

thinly inhabited, a respectable pl.hwuz or j'tikMI, cOlllposed 

of well-dressed horsemen, and a ragged pedestrian rabble in , 
proporuonate nuwben I this crowd was led by H.'I{ 
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HU'ErN n , 'nA' (~~ d'-,rl..) the depnty or ,,6ieb (~\i) 
Qf M ','IIZA' A'uv ' L K.'S ... M CA'S.lJ', (,,~~ i""'liIi ,.t ~"....) tile 

governor, tl,en absent, Many cOUlpliments ha"iug been 

offered as usual to the Ambassador, we all ptoceeded toward. 

file city, and uur tents be.yond it, riding through extensive 

ruills; at lea.t two third. of the buildings seeJll~d to have 

been u!ltenan.tM for fifty or perhaps an hundred years ; the; . , . 
covered a space of some miles, and confirmed the arcou?ts 

Jeft us by several writers concerning the magnitude of Kum. 

Yet in the two most ancient geographical treatises that I 

have had an opportunity of consulting, this city is not 

de.cribcd as remarkable for its size. On the contrary, 

having noticed, as in a passage beft".e quoted (p. 87) that 

CWi1t6n was small, the MS. Sf,,' ctl beldd" adds" and all the 

"cities of this province (Kltltestau, the mountainous region, 

"Jebdl; It'ilk A'jemi, or Parthia,) are, except Rai, which is 

"very considerable, nearly equal ill little"ess, one to allO-

6 _~ ther." U But Kum/' as we read in the same work, "is a 

U pleasant place with tlHll'h ,'enlure; and around it has been 

t' constructed a ramp~rt; and it derives waler from wells; the 

.. trees there are numerous, Hnd the-fruits abundmlt; slIch as 

' ,' pistachio nut.s, filberds, and others; and the houses both 

" at 'E;umand Ca.hcin are mostly built of clay"(18), 

••••••• ! •••••.• _--.-..-............................ .. 

~~,... .j~ ~.JJ. ~ ~ ", jl fo. ",11.J.; ... ;;:. ....... W;l, ('8) 
..;y. 3 ...... 1 r J .jl J ";jO. rio ~ \.,', ~~'-I "'~ ~'J J.i.4. ..r.-J, 
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Although EBN HAUKU'S work agrees in general with the 

Sur at beld6n, yet we here find a variation, caUBed probably 

by one of the thou.and errors in that Manuscript from whicb 

I published several years ago my translation of the" Oriental 

"Geography;" according to this, (p. 171) "Kum bas not 

"any wall.," and it adds that, at certain seasons a consider­

'able stream runs by the city gate. 

'A passage already quoted from the chronicle of A"sl M E 

Cu 'F1, expresses that the united contribution of troops fur­

nished in the year 636, by Kum and Cashfm, amounted to 

twenty five thousand men. 

\Ve learn from tlie Sci,. at bel6d that" Kwn, a city ill the 

"land of CuileSlan, or the hilly region, is situate between 

" Savell and I'!fah"n. It is of considerable size, and abund­

.. antly supplied wilh every thing necessary; but at present," 

adds this Manuscript," (8 work of the lhirtellnth century) . 

.. the city is mostly in ruins, and all the waler nsed there is 

.. drawn from wells"("). We afterward. read that according 

................................................... . 
)'J '';' '.J~ ",Ii.>;) ~ ",I;' , ....:.~ ...,..~ JI 4oi1 ..,1 , '.»'1/ ~),. ",I 
...:.~ <.J" Jl' } ..,.Jlo ",t:.", ,.. ly;\.;. '-'R I J~ ,.;w .;.:.. w;.....a 
(sUr a/ kltUa). In this old MS. dirllk"" i. ufteu UM'd ... plural. . 

w:-~U' ~ J, "' ...... 1 , ., .... ",\;:.0 ",IJ...J.} "*") -'.Jf.l. r' (") 
>/1t!1 , ""-l~ ;.:. ",I ,~ ",,:.I'I J-":' .;;:. j P. ",~I;> ",I ,;J ~ ... 
(IIt,Sriroi HIM. eli •. IV.) _I '-,,".;I_1t3 
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to some ingenious authors there is near Kum a certain mine 

of salt, from which, ifany person who has not deposited there 

the price, take any salt away, the as. that carrie. it shall 

become lame; that there also, is a mine of gold anu silver, 

which has not been indicated to the inhabitants lest they 

should neglect their agricuJtural labours; and a talisman i. 

then notice~, made to guard the citizens li'om serpents and' 

scorpion", and 'banislling these reptiles to a neighhour;ng 
, . 

mountain, where they so abound that no person is able to 

pass over it. 

Kum, as we learn from the geographer, HAMDA LLAH, 

is a city of the fourth climate; founded under the zodiacal 

sign Gemini; and" its ramparts in circumference exceed ten 

"thousand paces, being by forty more, according to report, 

.. than the circuit of Cazvin. It. climate is temperate and it 

.. is watered by a stream that flows from Je"badek6n"("'); 

and at Km" ,as at A'va", adds H,uIDALLAH, water frozen 

during winter is preserved for use in pits or wells until the 

heat of summer dissolves the ice. The waler of K urn has a 

slight tendency towards brackishness. Among the chief 

productions of this place, says ho, are wheat and cotton, 

which grow in great abundance; and of its fruits tbe best are 
• ..... , ........................................... . 

t;JI.)j -IVv.J1 r'$ JW .M..J ...... 1 rl~ )jA .~ )1 "'1;; ";'.)4;yJ (to) 
, ' ''II ~ "' .. ~v,.. )1.s ~.~))I ~I ~ ...... \ .;...;:... v..1,a ""'-J-It.; 
(liS, 1/...., 0/ c.tU. th. I.) 
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pomp~ranateSt pistarhios, nwlnn~ and ref1 figs~ the cypre~1 

tl'~t ~S arc \'er,Y b!'Hutilul. He th~1I describes the peopJe as 

bl,gols of a eertain 1Hu.'ielmrin sec I ; Blld adds thnt in his time 

(tile fourteenth teutur.v) h- UIIl was mostly tallt:n to ruin; al .. 

tllUugh the ra'"pa. ts contmued for the greater part uU"'jured. 

From the MS. Haft a!.lllll or "Seven Climates," we learn 

that the soil of KIiI/t is enriched or sanctified by the remainl 

of several Muse/Illulls, distinguished for their orthodox piety; 

fOllr hundred and forty four Lmftmzddehs or descendauls of 

the Imam .• and other persons of religiuus celebrity, having 

there fOUlid repose; and among' tiJeir tombs, one is res'" 

pleudellt with divine light, being the burial.place of ("':'U) 
, 

FATII'tJAU, sister of the Imdtn ALI MU/SA AR'REZA~. 

(1.-)\ ..rY' ~ r\..\)· The mild climate of Kum, and its ex­
cellent fruits are then noticed, "and it is reported," add. 

the Manuscript, "that aloes, there, doe. not yield any 

•• odour." ( .... ..; -.!J! ~.,. ",",,!1,.).J> ~J ,). 

It is unnecessary to quote some minor Persian geogra.­

phe ... , since they 'merely repeat the words of those writers 

from whose works 1 have ,extracted the passages a\Jove given. 

That K urn is considered as a place of remote antiquity. 

appears from the lines in FIRDAUSI'. ShOhllameh, which re­

[Jre.ent CAl KIIU,RAU or Cyrus rewarding hia favourite 

generals with the government of towns and' provinces; h. , 
"'Ullllunded, says, the poet, that to GU'DEaz, should ~ 
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, 
given a written a.sig~ment not only of Kum but of Isfahdll; 

",IyWI , fi ¥I:i ~".J'!("), A MS, Chronicle in my collection, 

anonymous perhaps because imperfect, 80signs the founda­

tion of Kum to CAl KODA'D, the 'great grandfather of Cyrus. 

and supposed by Sir William Jones to have reigned about 

the y'car 610 before Christ, Some accounts indeed would 

allow to this city a much higher degree of antiquity; . for· 

they attribute the construction of it tu 'fA 'U, U ,1,", ,,1.0 

lIlay he placed before CAl Kon,'D at least two huudrcc\ 

ycars("), 

''Vhatcver mOlluments of those early times existed prior to 

the fourteenth century, wcre probably destroyed .luring the 

horrible visitation of 'I'AIMV'Il; the ruills at present visible 

arc extensive, and occupy a much more considerable space 

tban the inhabited bouses, These, however, in proportion 

to their numbers, contain more handsome females, if I ma.r 

.. _ ......... -.................... -... _._._ .... -. 
\"1 Ku. is meillion~ OIlC~ ag-ain (and,1 belit'\'c, 1101 nwtt> olh'O) ill til .. SAtiAlI4ntt'''. 

""bere we ~l1d . jt dcsc:rjiJed us belVlIl!iu~, with Is/QA,;". tu the "ecolltl ut" thou fout 

ptJrliUli1 wbich cOllslilutM the '·'lIpir .. of N"lnHI R A V A 'N, IIccordiug to bi~ divbion in 

tLe '>iub ct!oturT of our er .. ; 't;)~: , rJ ~ J) ~ / oJ 

(- ) MIIIn.,! drt·lIIlIlStltnCea indicate C .... I KOB"'() to be the Cy8-Urf't 01 our laistorillD, • 

• lthough CJnollololt'n dltrer m.cb in their opillionl relpwtiQ" this Mt>iHan Mlyeretgu. 

(See Sel&~r. v..JJer. Ptideaul. J.IIChllll. &1.'.) From _ pauage of .E5(·bylus (M!J~o, 

,.ap , .. 0 ...,.-"'. &c. PHl1tI. 1B:t). Sir William JOII~' \ledflres it e"idt'lit tlillt t_ 
tint bug CQUlnH'mont~d tb .. r. by the Trvgt'dian i~ Cai Kobad ... wbom 11k! Greeka 

.. J:IIII Cy.ure .... ·· (Hitlt. of Pen. prt"liud tn Nadit Shah). K ... seem~ to ocu~y the 
lite of ltoeM-at ( ....... (X.~ .. ) DU·DtiO~f':d by Sterbanu,(de. lJrllib.) .ud probl.bl};' 

IH ..... Yrith P'dle.,.. C'.8U ~XoG .. a), LiL VI. c. ,. 



104. Pl:: a Sj fl. [Chap. 15. 

jllcll(C from those that "PIW~",·d "n .!he walls and In the 

.tre~ts, than either Shiniz or J~uhall("'). 

That K Un! has been fertile in religious excellence we learn , 
froUi llIany MSS. besides the lIajt Ak/iNl, before qUOkd, 

(I" 102) which notices, in general,jom' hum/red and 101 tyjoltr 

personages, who flourished bere and died in tbe odour of 

sa.nctity, whilst otber work. very formally record their names 

and autbenticate tbeir miracles; butof tbese tbe reader must 

Dot expect from me a more particular account; even now, 

this place, according to report, abounds with men tbe most 

pious; although it is paracloxically asserted tbat their women 

are not by any means of a character corresponding(") . 

. ~ ................................................ .. 
,-) The f.lDiIi~. fe,ideol at K .. do Dot amount to loon two tbouaanlt. aa .. native 

of that place .ckQowlt!d~d. nor enD to IE'Yeuteu hundred, iD the tostimdion of. well~ 
informed trneller; ~el wbeD Cb.rdin vj,iled tbis city about one hundred .lId (ortl 
yeltfl _gn, it bauled of fiflteN tMItIQ"d hou~el. or Iht' lIumt-fOUI MGllt.,~", Of 

(!Ollege5 whicb iD former tnne5 embelli~bed il. all, I believe. bll.Ye fallf'1I to decay; 
olle has been lah-Iy built by tbe preseut kiog i thi~ edifice is decontl ... "! witb IlI.ckered 

tile-work, IlUd contain! in the innf'r court a""'% or re.enoir of wah-r, wilb II .mall 

,ardea all eacb of the (our corneN. and a hlltb. al.o II klttl/~t (l.:J).:..) or printe 

apartment '0 wbicb tbe MODllreh may reti" arrer tbe perform.nce of bit d"'d or 
religi',III. de1'otiotlilt FATlMAu ' , tloi) Tomb. Oftwenty bllodwlQe mo ..... e. "ftC. 

eTowded by Ihe piOutiJ(Mlllite •• twb or tbree only bave been sand frona ruin. 

( .. ) I' rom I .hrt'Wd M.z.u,ltln-a..i who teelDed to hold in cobtf'mpl tbe reputell 

_neh1y of K ... - I ltllrnt"d Iha1 tbt priodPllI iuhll.bit.ntt, eweD the Mil/UfO; pnelta 
.f tbi, city, enlt'rl.in .u\'b _ heft!tK:1t1 (ondness fur .pintuow Jiquon tbat Ib.!y kHpia 

their houae. 'be .truDge" arrack. proff'uin)t to ute it merely., I rlWtfll~ Illlin •• I '~ 

.. ting. of ,,-orpion.. It. .nlud.1 uf the •• me import .1' trbilpend re'I.JCcciDc .. 
trut.believen of (.'~ •• 
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Here we remained during the fourth day of November, 

when the morning was cold, dark. and cloudy; aud the sun 

scarcely perceptible; a circumstance in Persia of very r,lre 

occurrence. 'rIle Thermometer at eight o-clock wali down 

to 5~; at ten it l'U,e to 60, at noon to Gi:!, and SOOll after thre. 

it stood at 7B. 

We discovered that the saints of Kltm had not wholly 

comp()sed Ihose crowds which welcomed us on our approach 

towards tbis cit.y, To tht ;,tikbftl of inhabitants had been 

joined Illany lliMs from a neighbouring ord" (,~)I) or camp, 

and various travellers belonging to a nnmcrous K'!filal, (..w) 

or caravan, of which the mules and camels were reposing , 
outside the walls; people also had been brought frolll distant 

villages to augment the lIlultitude. We purchased bere" 

tbousand walnuts (girdu ,oj) fur olle ridl or about two 

shillings; and lor the same price were sold five large chick­

CBS or hens. 

I sketched from a "pot near our tents the holy tomb with 

its golden glll1lbed (~ or cupola; (Sec plate LXH). 1'1li. 

is the buildiug whid, del';ves celes~ial splendour from the 

body of ,li'A 'TIMAIi deposited within it, accordillg to the 

!luli ok!!"" .hOl'e quoted, (I" \(2). At the sanctuary of this .' ' luosque, wht!rc the lUost atrocil>us c.~ rilllinal may screen him ... 

. self e1,," from royal auth()rity, Anu"L H.SSA" K" ,\ ' '', lato) 

Ambassador at the E,'glish court, tOllk refuge several y"ara 
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. ago, and saved himself from the king's anger durlng four 

days; whclI. although it was t()rhieloJ"" to "ul'pl,1 him with 

food, the women who CaUll1 Oil zi6ret or visits of de\'otion. to 

the consecrated' shrine of FA''J'lM'H. hl'ought him claude.­

tin ely a little bread and water; meanwhile. hy the interces­

sion of a powerful friend. he was forgiven. It is natural to 

ilHluire what offence he had committed; his oilly crime was 

being the nephew of HA'JI IBIIA'HI 'M (1"I"\.r.1 .r.'-). whom 

the king had put to death. 

From some ruin" near a cotton plantation not much be­

yond our camp. [ made a "iew of the Kuh-e-Telesln (~ .J) 
or " l\.Jountam of the Talisman;" distant in a Ilorth-we:;~rll 

direction ahout eight or ninc miles. To this spot the snakes 

and scorpion. were by prretcrnatural art banished from the 

city as a Manuscript already quoted has informed us; ac­

cording to one story, however, for there are inany traditions 

attached to the mountain. its talisman hae\ not an object 

apparelltly so heneficial; hut was constructed that those 

who might endeavour to ascend the eminence shoulci ne\'ct 

return; and no per~on has been found so adventurous as to 

attempt it .ince sOllie' fatal experiments made by order 

of SIlA'" ABA'S. It i. said that from whatsoever quarter 

thi s lIlouillain ma§ be vi,cwet!, the aspect presented i~, alway. 

the sallie; and ;1' any opinion can be formed from three 

sketches which [ made at various di.tances while passing it 

on tbe eastern .ide, this popular report is not altogether 


