
November }til 1. J JlUL-I-DELA'C. 101 

without foundation; to the two Imdmzddch's or saints tombs. 

and other ruins included in the annexed ,'iew (PI.LXII). we 

may apply the observation made (I" 72) on some similar 

remains of mud-built edifices near l~faltrill; that they appear 

to greater advantage on paper than in reality. Under their 

shade were sitling several travellers; some jokes with much 

laughter circulated among them, and most of the women 

exhibited their faces without reserve. 

On th" fifth we proceeded from K urn to P"l-i-dclac (_'l>';o) 
• 

or the "Barbcr'~ Bridge," a journey of fourteen miles allll 

threc quarters; by a roadin general good, .over a Knifa" or 

barren conntry, then dry but covered ,with a crust of salt 

and sand("). Near the hridge, giving its name to the m07l%; 

or halting place, is a small cnl'avansera; but we occupied 

our tents, pitched a lillie beyond it, as they appear in the 

annexed view (PI. LXII), which I sketched on the south­

ern bank of the river. This is, at some seasons, a consider­

able stream; but the water is always braekish j we saw ill it. 

however, many fishes, and onc, almost a foot long. was taken 

near the bridge. Water more palatable, or what the Per­

sians call ub-i-khUrdell (",J~":' y\ I' .. ater for drinking) was 

found in a well, nearly two miles distant; with this, although 

not porfectly pure, we mplenished during the night our 

................................................... 
C") KqJfdlt (~) III. Pchilm ",rol .. the wQrd and explained it to me, .iCDifH'a 

.k deeert ... Ai,.. (~) a plaiD witbout lilt. • _ • 
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r1llltarrt'hs or 1cnthrrn ves!-'cls, hearing t.hat 8t. the next st.aue, 

nf)ll~ eren so good could possih~." be procured. A tew iliat, 

wilh tllcir flocks W('re wandt'ring near thls place, which 

"fiords 110 habitRtiulI besides th" carava1lsera, III the frollt 

of this edifice the entrance or middle part is built with well. · 

burnt brick; the other walls are of stolle, 

The bridge derives its name from a de/tic (....i'J.) or barber, 

at whose expense it· was constructed .. A tradition relates 

that some king or prince olle day rewsed to avail himself of 

this work, however useful, because it had been founded by 

a p('rsoll so mean; and although the river was then running 

yiolt'lltly, being in~reased h'y mountain tOl'rentlt, he rode 

through it on horseback, whilst many of his attendants who 

had plunged in after him, were overwhelmed by the stream, 

and perished, Thi's bridge is strong; well built of bl'ick and 

paved with stone. Near it the banks are covered with bushe; 

and shrubs; they particularly abound in barberry trees, and 

reeds, vcry long, straight and beauti!,,,lIy tufted or feathered , 
nl the top. Among these, ill the evening. Colonel V'Arc,. 

~nd I traced, for two or three miles, the river's course, until 

lI'arned by one of our P""ian servants that this copse wa .. 

a I''''ourile haunt of wolves and lions. Although armed 

'! .. ilh double-burr""d guns we did not prolong our, walk; 

"""eral tortoises appeared on the water, and SOllie birds of 

the ll'al and wdd-duck kind. The saIL desert about (lUll 

eallip furni.hd l~.ally petrified shdls, and other marine pr\l!' 
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dnction.. We fO\lnd the weather extr('m~ly sultry; Fahren­

heit's ThcrIlIometcr rose to 84 at one o'cluck after noon. 

From Put-i-de/ac we marrl,cd on the si.,th before fl,-e IQ 

the morning. a"d arrived at 1l1ll;"Z-i·Sultfm <,)61.. ..;~) or the 

"Monarch's Reservoir," about kn, having travelled twenty 

miles aud one 'luarter o"er a salt des~rt. During the firs" 

farsang we encountered some ascents and declivities ; after 

that, we entered on ,the extensive Kiv,r (I.~ ) ' lor so is called 

this, or any tract of ground. which at certain seasons from 

rain or SIIOW becomes a marsh where travellers frequently 

, lose their way. On arriving at llawz-i-S"ltfm we ound om' 

tents pitched near a stone bllii t caravanser6, which is ascrihed 
• 

to SHA'U A ' BA'~, like the adjoining Ilau"z; a rcscrvoil' so 

deep and spacious thut the water collected in it during 

winter, suppiJes amply all caravans, and occasional travellers 

of the suhsequent summer; and indeed, wc thoug ht it less 

offensive than the spriug water broug ht frum thc. last stage 

in leathern lIIcshek.'5 and lIwtal'l'a/is ; all our siunfit or alluw­

ance of meat, bread, eggs and hutter, also thp. barley for 

mules aud horses, had been provided at hUln. The Th~r­

DloUleter at half past three o'c!ocl_, stood at 79. 

I.walked a few miles into the desert surrounding our" . ' 

camp ; it scarcely yielded nourishlllellt to a thistle; and the 

ouly living creatures visible weI''' lizards. The hills beyolld 

7;d"'all appetlre!1 fully in vi~w; particularly Mount Dama. , 

tjdtId. crowned Wilh eternal snow. 
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We left IfallJz-;-Sttk6" soon after four on the seventh, and 

arrived at our tents near K'Unar-i-gil'd (-!I}.o) about eleven 

o 'clut~k; the wearisoille march of this morning was twenty. 

four miles and one quarter; by a road not always bad, but 

crossing one of the most dreary wastes, ~)erc the onl,. 

"ariety \\'a< an alternate succession of salsuginous plains and 

llUrren hills over which we did not pass without some dIffi­

culty. Of this desert the greater part bears, and not inap­

propriately, the portentous nallle of Me/ek al mowl dCl'el. 

(!.1-' "'-''''':1 J:,.) 01' "Valley of the AngeloI' Dea th ." 

Having emerged from this dismal region, we roele, near the 
close of ollr journey. three or four times through a winding 

, 
stream called Rud Klltill,It i Cange (d <Ii'.:..»)) or the river 

of CUI'Cgf, which, as the capaciousness of its bed testifies, 

must be, at another season, very considerable j and its water 

hi reckoned excellent. Ncar this we passed a c"rava".era 

and the village of Zi ,ill c,~ j ) , which seemed to ('olltain eighty 

or an hundred houses; about half a mile farther we aligltted 

at our tents not f~lr from the village: uf Aun(I1·.e-gird, \\' here 

the present king has erected a CQrcwullset'a. Here we sa"'" a 

few storks; and adlilired some trees, as objects that had 

seldom oc<,urred during the last lorty or fifty miles; and 

there were sever. I remains of old walls and tombs, scattered 

around the calli p. 

SOOIl after two o'clock the Thermometer rose to 8i; and 

about six in the e';elling a viulcut wind came on suddenly 
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from the west; hlowin,!! down sOllie of 'OUT tcnt.; teaTing 

others, and involving all in dOUlb of dust; it continued to 

ra<l;e with equal fUTY during a gTeat part of the night. We 

II 'arned th"t the people call it Bad-i-SIUlhri~r ()~.;f!' ~~) OT the 

"'Vind of SIwltridr" Irom a plt'a~allt village ~o named, with 

good gardens, !;ituate eighteen ur twenty lliilcs westward of 
.-

'I'ehran; "nd it is said to hlow at slaleo hours, 1'0,' thTee, 

leven, or nine days togclher. 

FTom anecdotes Telated hy some PCTsians hath on the 

march and after OUT aTrival in camp, it appeared that the 

nocturnal tear~ of travellers ha,'e peopled the dreary Valle.,! 

'iI' tite Angel <if Death with imaginary monsters, who delight 
• 

in misleading, tcrri()'ing. and often destroying the descend-

ants of Adam. '['hillkin~ it more probahle that the place 

affurdcll game, I inquired from one man as we rode IhrOllgh 

the haunted scene, about a lltclopes, partridges and hares ;;v 

all these, he declared to be klwil!! kOIll (!~) very few, 

exceedingl,)' scarce; adding however, that Gldtlt:s ""~rc here 

but too numerous. Although E<lst(~rn tales had furnished 

me with sume vague ideas of those malignant Ja~ lll()n s , I 
asked lily ingenious companion ",hat they were; Chlll<", 

answered he, are jool/(lvar (so he pronounced jrilwlil' )Iy~) 

creatilles having life; beings that can aSS!Hlle the human 

form, but generally render thelllsch'es hideous with horns, 

tails. and lormidable claws or taiolls. ., ThaI they abounded. 

&.. here, fiye or six hundred Icars ago," said another Persian, 
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with mueh solemnity, "is one of those eircumRtances.ac­

.' knowledged throughout th e whole world; hut latterly, 

., from some cause unknown, the,r apl'earauce has not been 

U frequent." 

At ·six o·c1ock on the eighth we began to march, and at· 

'i.alf past nille reached our caml' ne"r C<Jhl'i:'~k (..Jj-*), a 

village of auout three hUll lircd hm:se!4f distant from ' Kwuir .. 

igird elC\'en miles; the road Wi!S stony aud bad, over barrell 

lliains anti rng~etl mountains; t!uring the ride of this morn ­

ing we suffered much ti'om the SI:a/~ryGr wind. which Wi11 

ex tremely cold, and blew with such v,olence that several 

fer(,she. could scarcely contrive tu pitch OJ!C tellt. 

When we had ascended a steep hill three or four milea 

frolll Cahrlzck. the ultimate object of our destinJl:tion, T.hran • 

• resented itself to view, appearing so,uc farsangs beyond 

our camp ; aud "till j'.rther thau the city we could discern 

the Kasr i K,ijar (.J~\; "":;1. a royal p~lace, at the foot of s 

mouutain, one of the ilJlIlWfI'iC ruugc denominated ALbuT% 

(jr.!') bounding the plain tOlVarll. the north, and extcnding. 

as we heard, to Cazvin, $u[t(inilllt, anti 1'abdz, on the wt's1;. 

and to Khura.6n on the ea.t; all account .uffieieutly agree­

ing with HUlDALLA II'S written de.cription, which .baH be 

quoted in the ApJ'"ndix. 

The ninth day ?f November trrminated,our journey. We 

left Cahr.:ek early! and having proceeded a fell" miles, met 
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the j,(ikMI advancing from T •. hran; it consisted of multi. 

tudes 011 f"ot, and al)()lIt three hUlldred horsemen, of whom 

thirty or f(>rty carried long lances; at the head of all rode 

MUIfAMM>:D Au KHA'N (.)';' J.:. ......... ) the Amir al omra 

(1,.11 r.-I) or .. Cilief of the Nobles," accompanied by 

lhRZA' MUH.MMI:D t\'Lt (~ ...... ~!o<) the Vazlrormini", 

. ter of prince HASSAN ALl' M,'Rz,,' (;;r.- J.o .,.....) alld other 

personages of high rank, magnificently dressed, and mounted, 

on fiery chargers. 'Vith them also came Mr. Sheridan, in 

whooe care the late envoy, Sir Harford Jones, had left the 

various records of his mission. 

Near the road was a spacious and very splendid tent , 
wherein ('offee an,l cal.alls, fruits and sweetmeat. had been 

provided. Here the A,unassador with most of the English 

gentlemen haltee!, whilst T~,dy Ollseley, Lieutenant Willock. 

Mr. Sharp and I went on, with a gua"d of ten sepoy dra­

goons and twC'nty Persian mllsketeers; we passed a.mong tht" 

considerable ruins which I ,hall hereafter more fully describe. 

of ancient Rai or Rey, supposed to have been Rage., men­

tioned ·in the book of Tobit; and within an hour aCId a half 

reached the capital. Soon after our arriv,,1 the Ambassador 

ioUowed, and having been ugain feasteel, joined us at the 

Amln' ad doukh', house. -
. The distance between our last stage, Cahr[zek and the 

pte. called Der1lJdzeh i Shdh abd-al-aa:iln by which we 
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entered Tehran, was found to be nearly twelve miles and one 

quarter; and the whole journey from tbe Kfuh·Khtl1leh of 

[yulllbl, two hundred and forty-two miles, according to 

actual measurem'~nt made with the wheel or perambulator. 

In this space, so much was naked desert without a vestige 

o;)f habitation; and so scantily peopled were the few cultiva­

ted parts; that the hyperbole of a tradition recorded by 

N IZA'&1l appeared, more than ever, ridiculously extravagant. 

Describing the state of Persia in the fourth century, when it 

1I0urished under BA'IIAtlA' M GU'R, tit" poet says (in his 

romance entitled IIqft Peik"'k ........ or the" Se,'en Forms") 

"I have heard that from [spahfl1l to Ral, the houses were 
" 

"contiguous like reeds growing closely together; so that if a 

.. blind person were willing, he might go from the fiat'roof 

"of one house to another, the whole way between Ral and 
~'lifalltin;" thus, in the oldest and best of four fine MSS; 

..; ~.¥ .>.Ii ';\O..r' .;\0. ... ) \l rl I~ ",I..\- jI 
",~ ... ~ ... ...:. ... .J)I ... .Ji ",101,0- ... ~ jI r4 j r~ 

NIZA'MI, however, conscious that in biB own time (the 

tw~lfth century) this tradition might be reasonably doubted, 

divests himself of all rewonsibility for the truth of it, and 

refers his reader to the original relater; 

-=--fJ oJ" ft w:-J.,J';;P.... ...... .. j ~v~ .... oIll IJ J' 



CHAPTER XVI. 

First Residence ~t Tehr6n, ana visit to the Ruill$ of Rai or Rages. 

A LTHOUGH the King had been fdr some days absent 

on a hunting party, at the time of our arrival in Tehran; 

we found the city filled with princes and noblemen; minis·· 

ters; great officers of state; and others who held. or wished 

to hold employments about the court. There were also 

many military commanders of high rank, and the agents of 

those beglCl'begs (~h) who governed distallt provinces, 

and thought it necessary to retain friends as spies at the resi· 

·dence of their sovereign. The sple~did and frequent caval. 

cades formed by so many distinguished personages when 

they passed even from one extremity ofa street to the other, 
• and their lofty titles which at every corner assailed our ears,. 

would haveJlufficed to convince us that we had reached th" 

pai.takht (~ ... ~) or "Footstool of the Throne," the seat. 

o! empire and fountain of honour. 
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Arrangements were now made for our introduction to the 

Monarch immediately on his return, which he -had fixed, as 

the Vazirs declared, for "the thirteenth day Qf this month. 

Meanwhile he s~nt to the Ambassador a very flattering 

KhGsMmed!l ( ........ ur ) or "welcome," with "orne of the royal 

skikar (J"'-:.) or game; three antelopes (aM ,.1) and fifty kabk. , 
(~ or partridges, killed by his own hand; a circumstance 

which considerahly enhanced the value of this present, and 

entitled the bearer to a recompense not less than the wages 

of half a year; these indeed, it was whispered, would be, 

according to custom, deducted or witholden(,). 

I deroted at this time two or three mornings to an exam· 
• 

. ination of Tekran, having previously searched my collection 

of passages extracted from Persian geographers, for some 

information concerning its ancient history . Their accountS, , 
however, are but scanty; lIor can much be expected on the 

subject of a place, which, when the vast metropolis, ROI < .... ;l 
or Rages, co,'cred, according to all reports, and the evidence 

of iIB extensive ruins, so many niiles or leagues on the adja. 

cent plain, was probably considered as among the suhurbs; 

and we may suppose that Tehran increased in size and popu-

.................................................... 
• e) Re'peeling lhi. cu.l .. ,ee an anecdote rel"ted in Vol. 1. p. 207. St.t I lIIo,t 

acknowledge tbat 00 eM occuioo at rdru... wbeD the kin« leot tea iiOf' ...... 
teMaot "OIt obttiDlitely ref.Jled tweat, told,..., .bic:b wert o.red tu WII'I t:t, 1M 
4mb .... dor'. order: 10 posWn wu the royal probilNrioD, tldt he ,..,.. to __ 
the 10Si of' hi, ante or dra. or perb.pe of' bit _d, 'bl diMbedidll .. 
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lation as the parent city fell into decay. "Tehran," says 

HAMDALLAH, who wrote in the fourteenth century, "is • 

.. town of some magnitude or importance; and in the pleas. 

"antness of its climate and water is prolferable to Ral; 

.. which, however, it reaembles in natural productions; and 

"formerly all the necessaries of life were found at Tehran 

"in great abundance"('). The Amlr FAZLALLAII having ' 

mentioned various anecdotes of Alexander (the Great) add. 

"thus also respecting the place and circumstance. of his 

"death there are contradictory reports; somc saying that he 

"expired at Babylo .. , or, according to other traditions at 

" Ra'; many are of opinion that this event occurred at 

.< Tehr,/ .. ; or, a. several have related, at ~hahr.ur"('). 'fhese 

passages would induce us to believe that Tehran was inde­

pendent of Rai; and the same inferencc is made, by a most 

ingfnious writer (Mr. Inglis in his notes on Morier's Travels, 

Vol. I. p . .(.()O) from the Theodosian Tables, which descrihe 

the town called Tanora to be situate with respect to Rhages, 

nearly as Te"rd .. is with respect to Ra' . 

................................................... 

.;.;\.. J..~.J~ ~ ....... , ".J f)':'".. v-,\Y> ,"':", "'-~ I.!-I ",w>(') 
(loiS. N ...... .01 C.ld, ch. S.) "'y, ~ .... :,:s- ~I J;J L. ~ 1;)1 

.s ~; ~ .>J'''; ..;1lo.1 ~ 1;)'';'; k- , ...s". t:"',..)~ ~ (.) 
'.}11;)'~ ~ IS ~~ ..;'Jf ~ ....... , "'y, ") ~ IS ""'-', """(I!J' , "'Yo J!~? 
(Us. A~ 01 7WrfU.) ,~t. »j"t!o .J~.s ..;;.s ~ , ......... 
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According to some intelligent natives, Tehrdn occupies a 

space, enclosed within ramparts, of one faroang in circumfe­

rence; and this i. the only instance that I can recollect 

wherein a Persian estimate of measurement, population or 

wealtb, did 1I0tconsiderably exaggerate the true calculation; 

to me this statement seemed below the reality; and I should 

' rather ~xtend it to four or perhaps to nearly five miles. 

These walls include the Areg (~\) or citadel, which contains 

the Diva" KhQlleh·i-SMh (.l:. I.!I,;. ",I,!~) or Derh i KM ... h 

(I.!I,;. 4'Jo) as the royal residence is often styled('). One of 

thetaltil's (1\;) or great open-fronted halls in this edifice, i. 

richly decorated witb gilding, painting, and A'ineh.kdri 

(..;;'S ~\ ) or inlaid-mirror-work; and supporteq by two fine 

pillars which KA 01')1 KU ... ·N (",I,;. ti.}), of the unfortunate 

Zond (.>lj) family, bad caused to be constructed at .Shira •• 

The Areg comprises quarters for the Kesliekchi. (r) 

or soldiers; and many extensive dest ("'--') or ranges of 

"parlmcDts, such as tbe Differ Khtl.nch, (chambcr of records) 

(...;\0. .?~), the SundUk-Khane", (.;\0. Jy.;") (chest or trunk 

house), where money, splendid robes, shawls, and other 

mluable articles are deposited in boxes; the Emuret·;­

J,hurshid (~Jr ",-,)I.w.) or" Palace of the Sun ;" a handsome 

.................................................. . , 

• 
(') And .o"",';mesD<r& i lHtDI., K16 .. l (~I,;...,..IJ" ..... J") .. 10 the KS. 4"'-

.Arui Abbtui (dated A. H. lot6. A. D. 1016). J know Ilotaoy earlier iDttuce of the 6 
ill$erted after,. in the6nt word, wbich i.properly).J fier,". pte:" Ilted to ~~~ 
tile royal COllrt or palace. In Vol. 1. (prer. p. XVI) 1 han qoote:d 00 tl.i1.u~ject the­
book. of Daniel and EIther, Herodotu" XCDophoD and Plutarc:.h • 

• 
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building in which FATEU ALI SUA' II sometimes receives Am­

passador.; his private chambers constituting the Khatll1et 

Sluilli (",,\};. .:.>y,;.) and Alldcran Sltdhi (""C:. ",,;.>.il); of which one 

compartment is called EII/(!r'et-i-Se1'V;sI611 (",1>...1;" ':'>.J'-) or 

.. Palace of the Cypress grove;" and another the GutuM" 
(",u..Jl') or .. Bed of Roses." Here too is the royal HOOreln 

(r?") or dwelling-place of the king's numerous wives and 

their female attendants; and many of the younger princes 

are allowed to occupy certain romns within the Areg, which 

contains tcn baths, two or three gardens, besides several 

hawz (..,..,..) and deriacheh (~\vl) or reservoirs of different 

sizes; all surrounrled by a wall with towers, and a deep 

ditch. Ncar the gate of this citadel it the Jebbeh Khtlnek 

(,)\>~) an armoury or arsenal, where persons are constantly 

employed in cleaning and repairing t'lfangs (...t.i.U) or mus­

kets; topunchelt. (u)w,) or pistols, (so the name was writ-
o 0 

ten; but pronounced tapoo"c".h) and zembUreks (~y,Jj) or 

swivel guns which are discharged from the backs of camels; 

here also are kept some tap ( ..... ;) or pieces of heavy cannon. 

The gates of Tehran are six in number; the mosques and 

colleges, said to be from thit ty to f .. rty ; the publick baths 

three hundred, and caravamtras o!qually numerous. Of the 

popu1a,tion I heard various reports; the streets seemed full Df 

people; and it is computed that the city contains between 

forty and sixty thousand inhabitants, whilst the king, his 

conrtiers, chief military officers and gnards are there; but 

that in summer, on his going, as for seveml years has" been 
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his custom, to tbe camp of SIII/{will". none remain at T<hrall 
but those ~~hom ill health, or pOl'erty. or some particular 

business do. oot allow to lea"e it ; even tbe meanest tradt'r or , 

mecbanick, escaping from the beats and infectious vapours 

of this capital, cOlltrives, during two or three months every 

year, to breathe the pure air of Shemiran (..,~) or some of 

'the neighbouring villages. From those villages the city is 

abundantly supplied with poultry, eggs, butter, and fruit of 

.ariou8 kinds; especially most excellent 'u, ( .... ;) or mul­

berries, for which Shom/run is remarkable. 

The different Modr. exhibit many well-furnished shops; 

but some streets although the king. his ministers and other 
• 

great men are daily wit~esses of the circumstance, would 

elisgrace by their pavp-menl. t.he mARne.t town or village. I 
have seen an illustrioul Khdn almost thrown, in a crowded 

procession, from his horse, whose fore feet had sunk, with ~. 

oudden and perpendicular descent, into one of those rouod 

hole. or openings which mark the channels of kanltH (plur. 

<.:.>I,-U sing . .... I.ii) or subterraneou. aqueducts. These are nu­

merous; and near the city run 80me small streams betides the 

river CareJje (1)1~) of whieh the water is highly es.ed. 

TeMan owes much of its greatness, beauty and strength to .. 
the tyrant Ao.l MOIi.pnuolD uncle of the present king. ,,Y.et 

80me Persiaos say that SIi.l'U TAHNAsP (who die~~n the y~ 

1575) surrounded it with walls. The deaert reachell9'~ 



121 

'Ire'y ditch; within the inclosure were formerly several gar­

dens; but since the city has become so populous, houses are 

fOUlld more ptolitahle than trees or tlowers; and in lew p~rts 
of the empire do so lllany handsome and cdmmodious build-. 
ings appear on the same space of ground. Here ev~ry man 

of rank and lortuue, all who aspire to the sovereign's notice, 
• 

endeavour to procure a dweUin~ ; the rent therefore, and the 

price of land, elsewhere comparatively tritling, have risen 

'here so considerably, that, asl understood, Tehrun in these 

articles.of expense, nearly equalled any European metropDlis. 

It is scarcely necessary tD mention that our powerful and 

wealthy friend, the Am'1I addouleh, secDnd minister DfPcrsia, 

had in this city a spacious mansion; he.resigned it, LOII'ever, 

for the Ambassador and gentlemen of the mission; removing 

wiLh his attendants Lo another exactly opposite, while work­

men were employed in preparing two houses allotted for our 

habitation(') . . ~ .......................................... -...... . . 
{') An ichnocnphklll account of tile bOUle (AMI'N AD DooL eH's) ill whil-h we 

first lodged at 1C""raR, ahHUlJe given in tbe Appendix; ~'ui{'h, wilh aa skelch of its 
flOnl engrucd in PI. LXJJI. will conv('y 'oDIe idea of wbHt wIylH' .t "~led "' PeniaJl 
nobleman'a town re,idtllce. tu tbe middle appears the .tilJr or oPen IUlll, ulled Mlao 
D,,,dtt KA6Jtd. the chamber ofal. .. embly. or plad: for the r«('ption u( yisiten; this 

" '1M: lDade our Stdfrtl& K,u.tA: or breakfllst Ilnd diDing.roorn. On the righI, II. IHwd.oipf' 
tOomo( whtcll tbe IHrgt' "Iulre window fill .. one elUl, W88 appropri;!ted to Mr. Gordon; 
tbat c\,,"pond~Qg on the Je"'~ to Q1e. A detached edi6ce compri~ing aontt' prh"ale 
1pUt ..... CII-i&ed 11M .lICIwu or <fink-rior." which I could not include in thia \-;el\'. 
len.ed"Sir Gore Iqd Lady Oalf!-Ie,; .1Id another tt'pante building at the back, ~com· 

" ;~ttd Mr. M~rier-; "hile the ,room.iruate OD both lide~ of the crelt eourl, W! .... 

• fied ,~, MI\IGr P'Atty, MaJor StoH, lad other Eoghsh ~emen. It DlQ"l. 
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Having taken possession of my chamber, (in the AmI'lt fJIl 
douleh'. house) I learned from a servant that ita/at tenants 

had been members of tbe French Embassy under General de 
<I 

Gardane; and tfJis infnrmation was confirmed by varioua 

sentences and ciphers traced on tbe walls; there were, parti­

cularly, some versts written in a most beautiful hand ('). 

Although the weather was now cool, the Thermometer 

not rising above 56 on the tenth, twelfth, and thirteenth of 

November, we were Illuch annoyed by mosehilot. (pashelt) 

(~) or gnats of considerable size. Here a. at S,"r6% and Iifa-

................................................... 
not be im.gioed that the fro .. , d,·lioeilled in tbi •• btell, i. jmmed;.~eI, ~W to 
the publick; !l bigb brick willi cOllceat. it from 'i~w. aDd tboH ~1 .... tbc MUle 
who entu the court or prdco btrore it. 

(') These I accuTately ('opieci, iliad blVe yentwred to tru.llle, .'tboufb: DOl .. ucla 
acquainted witb t1M mudern .lyle n( ortholtr."by wbicb tbe), exhibit, . 

j:. LeI rN De L'IIJ1Upi1i 

Ndr, ftle Du Mrol Dulel 
fMiiftl I. ftf'6~ ~ /,., irflfUiale 

p()tIr 'ftC. I. "kloire .IIi"" 
".tHlit poi., Dille ... 
uIHk." ... reM .. /~ N trllil/e." 

u Tbe kiDgs or ancient times were oaly ,ulQm~r herop., noWiog laoW Jike tbe .... 110"'. 
" "For tbtua •• ictory io wiDler bad DO wing.; bul Napolel)o 8uu'('be. fotpwd in apif.e 
"of lM h.,il.... Here .110 w~re snerallm.. oC 8 ..... DI'J lind J A',U', poet'r, •• cratebed 
in the rudel' P«siaa ('h.ract~n: aDd a few original compt;,ition •• of which the IoJ. 
lowiug tt!lr"'lid ... ill probably be ac~epkd .... utDeit'n1 'p!"dmen: r 

o;\.:J ~ ,jo;l .. ;~ o;~ .) !~ J" .r. ~. 
o;l..j ...... ~ jI ~~ f.i ~) 4i ~.,} ':"'.1.'- . ... 

:·Ltt thllt" whlcb I han .rll~t"D UII the wall of tbit bou,M'. IlilUtlil' dbe -.:~ 
.. - •• wretcbec4 creatlift; if it be asked, whitbtt ," thu ... 101& ",,1 ~r. ,k: . 
If tteaped from t.be power of adnnit,." 
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Mil, I bespoke the llervices of book-selle~. money-changer., 

silver-smiths and others, through whose means rare manu­

acripta, or ancient gems and medals might bellrocured. 

News arrived (on the thirteenth) of a battle fought near 

ll"llf!<ln,in which the Russians, it was said, had suffered much 

from the Persian artillery, under the direction of' Captaiu 

Lindesay; an English officer. Meanwhile, the king and hi", 

son, HASSAN ALl Ml'RZA' (~r.-..;....,......) having terminated 

their hunting excursion, a very active negociatioll commen­

ced. resp<lCting certain forms necessary on the Ambassailor's 

first introductiol,1.at court; for he had resolved on presenting 

with his own hand, tbe British Monarch's letter to FATEU A'LX 
• SUA'll; while the flazlr. insisted that it should be transmitted 

through them, according to the usage of Persia, established, 

as they declared, above five thousand years. The king him­

self, though he expr~sscd a strong desire to see Sir Gore 

Ouseley, reg"etted that he could not possibly receive the 

letter directly. from him at a publick audience; but to remove 

,all difficulties, and spare the feelings of his ministers, he 

fixed on the fifteenth for a private interview, and consented 

that it should be then delivered to.him by the Ambassador. 

Accordingly, about lour o'clock on the day appointed, Sir 

Gore ~>'useley and Mr. Morier, Secretary of Embassy, attend­

ed by the Sepoy dragoons, having their swords drawn, the . . 

. J!lyalatandard of England dying, and trumpets sounding. 

" ~ed to the palace, and were welcomed with much 
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affability by the ~ing. He did not occupy one of hi. mag­

nificent thrones, as 011 days of high ceremony; but sat on 

" . carpet richly worked with gold, near .\hich was placed a 

chair for thc An'lbassador. Having received the letter, ac­

cordjll!!, to previous arrangement, and a very valuable 
diarnollp ring, FAT£lI A'Ll SUA'I{ r.epaid the gift with many 

Haltering compliments . . 

On the ,'ightccnth at eight o'clock ip the morning, we went 

to return the AII/i" ad <loulelt's visit; and baving ascended a 

Higbt of stairs, were conducted by him to 8 room which, 

though small. was exceedillgly pretty; the- ceiling neatly 
" paillted with figures of birds and flowers disposed in Arabesque . . 

patterns; the centre, however, being a human face, appa-

rently feminine, yet designed, as the golden rays of glory 

indicated, to represent the sun. The cornice was oflooking­

glass; and witll'the same showy sub.tl,lnce were lined two 16k­

chell ("l'}i\,) or niches, and a false fire-place; in one recess was 

the portrait of a beautiful Georgian girl; in another, of a 

handsome Md." (v,.,j.o!) or beardless boy; a large window 

chiefly composed of coloured panes, wholly filled one end 

of this chamber, which, though not above nineteen feet 

long. and thirteen or fourteen broad, exhibited eight doors, 

splendidly ornamented and varnished. 

Some person mentioned the Caspian sea; and two A:~4~;. 

ma"i ( .... 1.. ~~\) as specimens of its fish, were presented . for our 
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inspection on a silver tray; they had been.dried and slightly 

salted; each seemed about two feet long, and of a kind 
• 

resembling salmolJ Having returned home, we found at 

breakfast that their flavour was excellent; for the hospitable 

Amtn ad douZeh had sent them to the Ambassador; and at 

dinner we were feasted with fresh trouts, brought from the 

river Jdjerod (~.v.-~). 

A fe'w days after, we .deposited in the Armenian .:emcter}' 
. . 

with such fUlTeral!lOuours as could be conveniently bestowed, 

the body of an Artillery sergeant (named Spears), whose 

d;ath had been cau.,ed by a disease originally felt atlifalllill, 

and rendered mortal by the journey(7). The place of his 

interment was close to a small chm,/u.ti Cj~}~''') or four-arched 

. monument ofbl'ick crected over Monsieur Romic", a French 

gentleman; and near the more recent and hUllIble grave 

of a Russian ("). 

Returning frolU this melancholy ceremony our cavalcade 

"ncountered a procession formed on a very different occa-

................. ~ .............................. ~ .. 
(') Ilnrnf'd from the .illrgeonl who opened SC'rjeaut Spears's liody. that tll(~y found 

thf' liver perrt"ctly sound; but could DOt dilco,er any vedigel of th.e 'pleea; while 
.ome olt.lructtool IIppnred, &ad an incipient mortification in Ihe bowel~. 

;J.') .. Nou. ~iailop, I4e tom~u de M. Romieu, AdjutlDt General et Envoye tD 

." ~erse; q_atfe pi\ieu de brique, fit un petit dbme Ie recouvreut." (See !It. de 
Odda.e', ., Jouro.' d'un Voyage." &c. p. 89; Paris 1809). Wbell1le vi.ited the tomb 
of M .•• u it ... JaUiag to ruio. 

,~ , .~ " 
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sion; the celebration of an aNay ( ..... V) or nuptial festivity. 

The bride whose form was concealed by a white sbeet of nne 

texture, rode on borseback in the 8ttitut: habitual to men 

tbroughout all countries and to women in the ea.t; on her 

head was loosely thrown a red handkerchief or veil, seem­

ingly of crape; her numerous female companions were, as 

usual, completely enveloped in their chllder. (, .. ~j, all 

except two; of whom one was extremely old and ugly; the 

other a beautiful 'though very dark-complexioned girl. The 
• 

same horse carried her and a middle-aged man; she seemed 

neither flattered .nor offended at our notice, but shewed her 

interesting face with as much unconcern and as little imp ... 

<lence, as aoy Eurojl<an beauty, 

The 23r<1 of November had been fixed for our publick in­

troduction at court; but the alleged indisposition, whether af­

fected or real, of 1\1 l'nzA' SH E Fa (~~.r.:") the chief Vaz,r, 
or minister for foreign afiairs, prevented il; and we learned .. 

on the 25th, that the king had just set out 011 another hunting 

party, which would probably engage him during three or four 

days. In the mean time, our society was increased by the 

arrival of Captain Lindesay from Tab,":' where he bad com­

manded, and admirably trained, according to the English 
. . . 

discipline, a troop of Persian horse-~rtillery, in the Lervlce 

of ABDA'S MI'RZA', It was the Ambassador's wish, in CQIk 
, i i ; 

sequence of that Prince's request, to have immediate)y,seQl 

Major D' Arcy aD? Major Stone, along with-OaptaI#'tinde--
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.ay to Tabr!:; but the king would not consent that any of 

those officers should leave Tehran without khelaats (.."...)..:) or 

dresses of honoiiT, to receive which he expected their attend­

ance at the palace. 

'Ve all /laid our respects on the 27th, to prince A'Ll SIIA'H 

(.\.!. J--) who resided in the Al'eg be~ore described; his coat 

was of a dark green qolotlr ~nd plain; but on his',arms he 

wore splendid M.ft ballds (~»)'-1) or bracelets, studded with 

jewels; the handle of his dagger, or kharyer (;'!';";') was equally 

rich; and his corone t blazed WIth diamonds, emeralds and 

rubies; he appeared to be seventeen or eighteen years of 

age, nnd conversed llIost graciously with the Ambassador, 
• 

asking questions and making remarks that evinced a consi .. 

derable desire of information, and great aeli"ity of mind. 

A'Ll SHA'u,anrl the prince royal, ABilA'S Ml'ltZA'. arc sons 

of one mother(9). 

As we entered and retllrned through the ltleidan (,)..,..,) or 

chief square of the Al'eg, I counted above forty pieces of 

cannon, mounted on carriages which would probably have 

.................................................... 
~) Hilbf'rto Il'cwstomed to hear Peuian spokf'n wilh Ibe .outhern accent, consi~ 

dered at .'Jat'"QI Hnd IljtlAlJ", -"n rj ~';en in mlmy phl(,e3 of tbe n(/rlh, as klltyl!l .4ir", 
(dr J~) .. "trenh'ly $0(1 ur mt'lodiolls, nl' fOll r WIIS surprisfOd , lind I COldest Dot 

"ery agro-l;'a b [ ~, by tIff" brolld.lh" u~h IlI'ln" C'urred . 50und, whlt'h -\LI SUA 'Ii gaye to 

the .. b,.j'IH' a, ill Ilicb wordlo IU lrni, IIll oi ['.Illltftrci The~f' au It li lilill ",,,uld bue 
prouounrt'd ulictly as the prjnc~; whii~ we tUld iellrnt'd to cxprt'U them II" If wriUen 

(h"IIlf"'I~IIlID) IrOllfl" rljdltoofty; or (by a FreDchlDlIb) l~otIai, aud 1'.I4A.ai. 
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been shattered h,ya single discharge, We ob.er\,ed untler 

the pl'inei pal tit";,, or open-fronted hall of tlie pala~()ut.sinei 

some reliefs in marble. representing c()mha~ of beasts and 

similar subjects; scul ptmed with more spirit and juStness of 

proportions than I had expected in the works of a modern 

Pef6ian artist. Much inferior in execution and design wern 

several oil-paintings at\jlchcd to the walls of A'LI Sli A'U" 

apartment. 

'l'he thirtieth was at length appointpo for our presentation 

to the king; and -accordingly , at one o'clack 011 that day, 

we proceeded in full ceremony to the royal residence, where 

n guard of .iflout t:vo hundred men. (chi efly, as we nnder­

stood, Russian prisoners), recei,'cd liS at the 1I! cidltn or parade, 

with ann~ presented, according to the European style of 

military' compliment, We then ' advanced a. far it was 

allowed to ride on horseback; and having alighted at an 

inner gate of the Al'eg, walked through it. and were con­

Juctcd by several officers along various narrow passages, to 

a small room, where we found MOHAMMED HUSEIN KHA'N 

(",\.:..r- ........ ) surnamed MA RVI ("'lJ") a -personage of very 

high birth and exalted rank, with other great mcn("'); here 

chairs had been provided for our accommodation; th~ were 

............................................ ~ ...... 
(W) or theH'. OD~.1lA ILLAUY .l'a KHA'N (wI.:. .J~~)' whom the .. iOI no« CaI~ 

~ bt lilut out hiked. duriog a wbol~ ai,hl of illceuant 100"", II • puuiabmnd~".~ 
"njn" on lome former OC:CUiOD, reflltfCi hit '''jelt, adait~D iDlo .. ,~~; 



129 

of ciark-coloured wood, having high backs and large knobs; 

and muoq.resembled those which, from illuminated missals 

and other Manuscripts, appear to have been fashionable some 

ceaturies ago, in France and England. r remarked that 

MAll'l's chair, whether assigned to him as the seat of honour, 

or accidentally occupied, was distinguished from the rest, 

by a higher back, rising in the milldle to a point, like the 
ape" of a triangle. 

Here we were treated with coilce and calta".. The same 

officers tben led' us through a court where we saw, in . an 

open hall. the celebr:.ted takht-i-marmer (;...1" "'"'"") or "Mar­

ble Throne," of which the materials were brought from 
• 

Ytzd; it exhibjt~d many handsome reliefs can'cd by the 

ingenious person of whese sculpture I possess and have 

. already described a "pecimen, (Vol. I. p. 232. PI. XII). 

We passed through two or tkee other COurtl and some long 

passages, containing soldiers and attendants dressed ill an 

extraordinary manner; their clothes being spotted over with 

golden piec~s of mon~y, sequins and ducats; and many 

wore helmets :" uncommon appearance. 'Ye at last entered 
that building in which was the han of au4ience; and having 

shaken olf our slippers w~nt in about twenty yards, making 

prof<1Upd obeisances, as instructed by our conductt>rs, at 

certain intervals from the spot where first it was possibJe 

that the king could discern us; theil forming a line near the 

· h~z Clfreservoir in front of the presence-chamber, wf'.per-
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ceived hi. Majesty seated on the lakht-l-taotn (~'l. ~) or 

"Peacock-throne ;" and when the master of the ceremonies 

announced the English Embassy, we distinctly heard the 

usual khushclmeUid or "welcome," uttered by the royal lips. 

Having entered the hall of audience, the Ambassador , 
took his seat on a chair placcd at the distance of about two 

yards from the door, and five or six from the throne, in r. 

direction almost diagonal; but rose afte,' two or three minutes 

and severally presented us; an office which, as we under­

stood, thc Va:: r. had heret%re in.isted on performing, A. 

each gentleman wa, introduced by namc, the Monarch said 

something highly fl,attcring and graciom with a courtly and 

dignified ai,', \Ve then arranged oUf3elves in a row behind 

the chair immcdiately ncar which the Ambassador continued 

'to stand during the remainder of this interview. 

N ext the throne, which occupied a comer, not the center, 

of the room, were two little princes, five or perhaps six yea ... 

old, "ho stood immoveable as statues, the whole time of 

audience, displaying a gravity of demeanou: and solemnity 

of countenance, that would have become the most aged and 

venerable of their father', ministers. More remote from the 

thronb, but in tbe same line, were five other Pl'inctlS. the 

eldest and tallest being next, at an interval of two y'ards, to 

the little boys above mentioned: this was HASSAN' ALI 

~ll 'RZA', seemingly twenty years old: close OD the right, 
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was ALI SHA'a; to whom we had paid our respects some 

days before: ' near him stooel " younger prince and the'l 

two others; all stationed according to age and size, this 

royal rank ending with one of eight or nine years. 

On the same side but in a recess formed by large win­

dows, appeared three Mastoujies (.j;"") or secretaries; these 

w~re on our left hand as we stood behind the Ambassador'. 

chair; while on onr right near the door, were four of the 

principal Vazfrs or ministers, with Anu'L HASSAN KHA'N, 

who had accompanied us to the palace. Beyond them "",d 

extcnding towards the left side of the throne, was a row of 

five 01' six officers; among whom one held a most beautiful , 
crown or Inic (;;:'J) , apparently not inferior in the lustre of 

its jewels to that with which the :Monarch's head was so 

magnificently decorated; another of those officers bore in hi. 

hands the scymetar of state; a third hcld the royal bow ill 

its ca.e; a fourth, the shield; and one a golden tray or dish 

filled with diamonds and different precious stones of won­

derful size and dazzling brilliancy. Of the king's dress 

I could perceive that the colour was scarlet; but to ascer­

tarn exactly the materials would have been difficult, from 

the profusiol> of large pearls that covered it in various 

pm.ce~,. and the multiplicity of jewels that sparlded all 

IIrollnd; for the golden throne seemed studded at the 

side~ with precious slones of every possible tint, and the back 

resembled a sun or glory, of which the radiation was imi-
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tatod by diamonds, garnets, emeralds and rubies. Of such 

also, was chiefly composed thel\Ionarch's ample and most 

splendid crown; and the two figures of bird', that orn"a­

mented the thl'one, one perched 011 each of its beautifullJ 

enamelled shoulders. 

It was easy to recognise in the handsome and manly coun_ 

tenance ofFATEII All SHA'n, those features which I had seen 

represented by several delineations. Porlmits of their king 

mlly be found in every town alllong the Persians; large and 

painted on canvas; or small, on leaves of paper; on the coven 

of looking-glasses, on kalm,zullS or pcneases, and on the lid. 

of boxes; even the most rudely executed presenting, gene­

rally, some similitude. All, at least, a~ree in rendering 

justice to the royal beard: of which, I could not discover, 

that any picture, a. it was natural to suspect, had exag­

gerated the uncommon length and copionsnes". Of tlus 

beard, stained always with the blackest dye, as of the king', 

person, an idea, sufficie!: :ly accUi'ate, may be formed fiOm the 

engraving published by Mr. Scott Waring, in the account of 

his "Tour to Sheeraz(")," and from the miniature painting on 

a .andUkchch or pasteboard box in my collection, of which (See 

p. 64) I promised to lay a copy before the reader. This in 

given in Plate LXIV, faithfully t:aced from the originll\ pic-
• ................................................... 

(II) From _ Penian picture; but Sir Robert Ker Porter ill Uae"'titp_ t. lab 
Trntl. lately publi,bw. hal liv~ from •. fiDt dr."iD, made bJ' himIelf, •• troac ut 
."irited resHIlbhmce of the fena Moureb'. CO\lDlcDIIl"- . , 
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tnre of the same size, without the slightest correction or exten­

uation of its defects, which all who admire just proportions 

and perspective must acknowledge to be numerous. It will 
serve, however, infinitely better than any description that I 

am capable of composing, to explain some circumstance. 

of the rOY'll presence chamber: it exhihits what words can­

not represent, a likeness of FAT EH-ALI-SHA'H, anti the sable 

honours of his beard; it sbews most exactly the fasbion of 

II is clothes, the form of his crown and the triple plume that 

surmounts it; of his ba.zubands or bracelets, and of his sword, 

encased in pearls and gold: it expresses also, his attitude; 

that indeed generally of all Persians when sitting. 

He oc~upies in this picture, not the lakht-i-laou.<, (its bird. 

and other particular ornaments being here omitted) but a 

seat much resembling it ia make, in the steps and in bril .. 

liant appeurance : a!lo~hcr throne, of ,-chich I have forgotten 

the name; for he posoesses, like the ancient Iralliall IIIon­

archs, severnl of thuse regal attrihutes, each distinguished 

by an appropriate title. ';'he arl:s, has depictcd with min­

ute accuracy that cashion, almost wvercc! with pcarls, 

which is usually placed beh:nd the !.;:ing , who kneels or sits 
• 

on a cloth equa:ly rich in its cmbro:dery. On the floor is 

spread,. such a carpet as we daiiy saw in the apartments of 

great men, bordered with one of those llammcds (,..; a kind 

of 6ne soft felts), before mentioned, having a cololll'ed pat­

'..ern. Bevond tbis we perceive a wooden frame of open; 



PERSIA. [Chap. 16. 

work ; this is generally twelve or fourteen inches high, and 

.erves as a fence to rooms open in front. Tbe columns and 

fountain belong, as a native of Tehran informed me, to a tfllar 

in the "emuret-i-gulistan," or "Palace of the Rose-garden;" but 

the painter's imagination has supplied the uislant landscape. 

I can bear witness however to the scrupulous correctness 

with which he has deline,aed every article of uress, worn by 

the personages introduced on this occasion. The four prin­

ces, of ,rllOIU two are seen 011 the king'i right, and two, 3 

little behind, on his !eft hand, we find distinguished byeoro­

Ilels', exceedingly splendid, but without those heron 's fea­

tilers, which peculiarly clcsignutc the imperial crown. 

Near the fountain. stand three Vaz'!'s, habited in their 

court-robes; these as I had often oecasioll to remark, are, 

both in winter and summer, lined or at least trimmed, . 
richly with fur. On their heaos they wear the full-dresA 

turbans, of fine Inuian shaw!s; among Ihese Va.lrs, MI'nz'" 

SUEFIA (~ ~.r-"') the prime minister, is eon~picuous in 

Ihe middle; his beard, which from age we may suppose 

naturally while, being. through some senile caprice, stained 

of a dusky orange, or yellowi.h red colo'lf. On his left is 

the Am,,, ad doulaTI, anti on his right, MI'RZA' ZEX!. 

Opposite the Va.;,.s and ncar the throne, are two of those 
• 

pages or attendants, whom, in my account of our auUience 

I have styled "otlicers;" one holds the royal siper (r,..) or 

.hiclo; and one the gurz (j}) or mace of state; these ~en have 

the commcn kultth (.'I$), or black lamb-skin capo, of which 
• 
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the best are said to be brought from Bokh6rd; such cover. 

ings are almost universally worn, except on days of cera.­

~ony. even by the king and princes. 

This explanation of the picture, and the copy made from it; 

(in PI. LXIV) will, 1 trust, sufficiently illultralc the description 

already given, of our presentation at court, and first publick 

interview with the kiblell-i-aalum (~ .. <J+i) ai that Monarch i. 

entitled" towards whom all the world turns with veneration;" 

the mighty SI"iltinshdlt (.~I.:.) or " King of Kings;" accord­

ing to the lofty style assumed by his predecessors. 

'Ve remained in the royal presence about twenty minutes; 

during which time FATF.I1 ALI Sa,,'I! ton versed most gra­

cjous)y with the A mhussador; a nd having recei\'ed from a 

kneeling servant, the state Calean, rich ill the lustre of j ewel s. 

he inhaled its smoke but for a moment, and gave bad.;. thii 

precious in,trulIlell t of Asialick luxury. The room in which 

he sat, was spaciuu$ {l.nd han<.1 sOl ~le, disfiguied however, 1>,. 
glaring-oil-paintings of considerable si ze "-lid vcry mean ex­

ecution; two large English mirrors contributed much to its 

embelljshment. "r e retired, bowing at certain interl'.d ~ to­

wards the tbrone, on our return through tbe garden, while 

within a possibility of being seen by the king ; then resulIl-
o 

ing our high-heeled slippers, or knfsh (..,:.£) \V6 walked along 

courts and passages, and under narrow door-ways, crowded 

with servants, guards, and officers of the palace, and great 
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khtI7Is or lords; some men, whose office I neglected to in­

quire, held, each in his hand, a sceptre or slender wand, 

nearly four feet long, and apparently of gold enameled 

green; with the figure of a bird at top, as large 118 a rt;at 
sparrow, and made of emeru!ds. rubies and other jewels; 

The first of D(.c~mbel· • ... ·'}s d""K and foggy; such as even 

in England -.you!::! ha,'e b~c" red,cned a true winter's day; 

on the second, whi~h was 0; e:j'ld g!"o:n, much rain fell, while 

the Thermometer, ~~t jts :lirr!"lest Ge(!re~i did not rise above 5i. 
" -

A fortnih~lt ~,:ad n0~ (;: ~r[;cd h fruilless endeavours to 

adjust, bet\";cen .:;;~. ~ ~r.~ Juse!ey ned r\:fI'RZ.~~ SHEl'!S, lb,e 

ceremonial, 0; rather, !hc r:;or;ty cf visitin~. "This craft,. 
razir had dcvisen many !'\tratagem~, by which, a~ he "ainty 

hoped, t!,e Am;oa"a<\or might be ird"ced to meit urst upon 

llim; but whatever cor.ce~sions 8ir Gore ,,"c\lld willingly 

bave made in his private character, he positively ~ 
• 

to comply on this or on an: occas:on, wllere !lis aCfluiescence 

. might lessen the digni :~- of that Sovere:r,n whom he had the 

honour to represent. It was then sugge:td that both parties 

might, as ifby accident, meet 0:1 neutral ground in the4m/n ad 

doulc"'. garden, and cn:er tbe <loor of bis house together; 

but tbis r,ollt .. ivance, also, was r~ject~d by the Ambast,ador; 
~ t, 

reminding th03~ wbo mediated in the afiair, that A'nu'I. 

HUSAlI leHA''', late envoy to England, had received the -fi,..t visit from our ministers; and insisting unequi~ocalJy. 
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on a similar compliment, from M,'nzA' SUEPJA. This, 

the old Va.ir assured the king, would be such a disglace as 

he had not suffered during the diplomatick services of fi>rty 

years. At length he consented to become the Ambassador's 

gu~t; and, Oil the second, partouk of a grand dinner, given 

at the house lent for this purpose by the Amin ad dOltlel,; 

it being much more .plendid, large and cummodious, thaD 

that immediately opposite. in which we lived. About seveD 

o'clock in the evening, l\h'uu' SIIEFIA with the other 

ministers arrived, and the entertainment began; during which 

the Ami ... ad douleh chose the least conspicuous place;. ·ap­

pearing as humblest of the company, to shew that he did not, 

this night, consider himself master of theJeast. Here, in the 

course of Illuch animated <;onvcrsation, MI'RZA IS IIEPI A evin­

ced considerahle nC(lll3intance with the manners, cllstoms •. 

religious opinions, and even politicks of the chief Christian 

nations; he acknowledged the vast superiority of European, 

compared with Asiatick inventions; and scemed particularly 

delighted at the description of our post-offices. und the 

arrangements made for transmitting Jette," by mail-coaches; 

this. introduced the subject o(wheel-carriages. and finally of 

Persian roads; on mentioning which. the Vazir, thinking of 

their general state, shrugged his shoulders with a look of 

despOlwlcncy; fingered his beard. alld appeared to re.ign, 

but moat reluctantly, sorne ideal projects that he had. c.on,.. 

cei. •. ed for. the. benefit of his couutry. 
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At IlIne 0 'c1ock on the tbird, we all accompanied the 

Ambassador to M'.HzA' SHEFlA'S house, situate heyond 

the A'l'l'g; there was mueh rain, during the time of our ride 

"11<1 of our visit: We were treared in the usual manner With 
ea/c(lm, sweetmeats, and coffee. Returning about nooo, we 

IIIct onc of the king" elephants; (his Majesty, we understood, 

possessed six or sen~~ others) ; it was an immense creature, 

perfectly obeoient to a Jiminuti,'c rider. The fifth, lifter 

some rain at all early hour, provcL1 very fine, and sunshill e 

suceeeckd to the clouds of three 01' four days. 

0'" the sixth II'C rCOIorcd to' the two houses which had 

Ilf'CIl prepared fur Qlll' reception j 3IH1 " fUI~nil)hed" according 

to the Persian definition of that e,xpression; for some·carpets 

were spread 011 the earthen floors, \Ve had brought, ho\\,­

~vcr, from England, beds, chairs, tables and writing~desks, 

and were soon well established in our respective apartments; 

at breakfast and at oinner we all assembled, every morning 

and c\'cHin~, in that house which became the constant resi. 

dence of Sir Gore and Lady Ouseley; but to the Secretaries 

and other English gentleme'll were assigned the various 

chambers of a mansion nearly opposite, once the dwelling­

place of l\fr'R"A' BA'UA'. Here I occupied dl1l'illg several . . 
mouths, a very handsome and spaciO:lIs room, the '11at root' 

of which commanded a most extensive prospect; and enabled 

lIIe to .. ketch the view of 1\1:ount Damlivand, and part of 

the great Albllr: range, seen 'over the houses of Tehran; as 
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engraved in Plate LXlII("), The walls of this room exhib· 

ited' patterns comprising hranche. and leaves, flowers of 

"ivid colours, and birds of variegated pluqmge; disposed 

",ith considerable taste and painted with much neatncss. To 

this a .maller room was attached by means of stairs, which 

led al.o to a sMIt·,,;shfn '(~ .l:.), a kind of gallery or 

orchestra. Among its gilded orna,~'ents, appeared a scroli 

or label, containing the words "Y{idgar.c.lIf i r:ti DfJM" 

(~~ ~"... )'Oo\;) "a memorial of M,'IlZA' J3A'DA '," the late 

unfortunate proprietor uf. this mansion ; cOllce l"ning wl,lOm, 

we heard it related that having incurred the king'. disple"sure 

by some irregul~rity in his accounts, or allcged defalcation of 

money, he was punished with dea th; hi s'a mplc fortunc bcing, 

at the same time, confiscated. I was much mortified one 

clay, overhearing 1\h'UZA' BA 'U'A"s SOH , (wbose feel ings, 

probably were hluntcd by adversity), soli citing permission t,; 

enter the ,'cry housc which had been his lathcr's and sllOuld 

have been hi. m\"ll, that he'might offcr a manuscript t,)r sa le 

to an English stranger. The fate of its foriller master thrcl\' " 

cloud of melancilOly around this dwellirig; hllt it was, for 

;mother reason, regarded by many P crsians with alrno,t suo 

perstitious dislike; it had been the scene of a rcry dark trans· 

action. This, although recent, for it ueeurred within a f"C\f 

....................................... ~ ......•. ~. 
, 

(It) At f.rllin times. tbe .ummit of tbis great mOUlitain WI'! S conceal('d Ly cloll.c', : 
eo tiI_t it ~ould .carcely be distinguished (rom 'he adjoining JIt';gllh; and its uP')Ca/"-
4aee Dli,bt hne ~olDplt'ely deceived adraugblsmao.wbo had Qot aeCQ it ou" elnr d~· .. 
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years, was ... riousl1 described; I sball collect and briel, 
state from several accounts, tbe principal circuld8tances ia 

which most agreed. 

A powerful chieftain named SA'PEIt KIIA'N (IIJ~ JoA.)" 
·head of the turbulent Shekliki (.,;iw,) tribe, had surrendered 

himself to the gener'" of FAT£H ALI 8 .... ·11. (lately pro­

Claimed king on bis uncle's death). a promise having been 

solemnly given" that tlte prjsoller's blood ./ .. ald .wt be shed." 

The unhappy chief, however, was immediately sent to Teltr6.,., 
and .imprisolled in a small rOOlll, 01", as some relate. u \'aulted 

cellar. of the bouse since occupied by us; there, exhausted 

"itb fatigue alld lail't through Wililt of tood, he SOOIl lorgot 

his sorrows in sfeep; frolll which it would ha,'e been happi­

ness, bad he never a woke; lor several masolls were em 1'1 Dyed 

to fill up, with stones and mortar, the only p",sage by wbich 

he could possibly bave emerged iuto the light of day; en­

joyed the sight, or even beard the voice of humall beings. 

] know not whether the imagination Illost lertile in pictures 

of complicated misery, could easily assign to anv mortal II 

state much more capable of overwhelming the firmest mind 

with absolute despair. To many men, the privation of 

liberty; the pangs of excessive thirst and hunger; and, aboY'e 

all, the extinctIOn of hope, would probably have n!ildered 

death l)Jost welctJme; yet according to r~p()rt, it was found, 

ou opeuing after some weeks tbe place where S,,'o Bit Ku "'If~' 

body 1. y, that he had .ainlyendeavoured to prolong ellisteace 
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by gnawing, as was horribly evident, the flesh from both 

hill armal("). 

Let us turn to other subjects; the kind "Visits and polite 

congratulation. with which we were now favoured by our 

acquaintances; and the little presents of sweet-meats, flow­

ers, fruits, and loaves of sugar which t..ady Ouseley received,' 

BS the 1I107l%il muW,rek (.J.l1:w J;A-) or usual tokens of felici­

tation scnt to those who occupy a new place of residence. 

About thi. time, also, Major D'Arey, Major Stone anti 

Captain Lindesay, were honoured by the king with kheluals 

or dr~sses of ceremony, and proceeded to join the army of 

ABBA ', MJ 'RZA', the prince royal, at Tabri:. We partook on 

the seventh of a magnificent dinner at !\1r ' RZA' 8H [FlA"S 

house, to which we rode, about seven o'clock in the evening, 

hy the light of many [1m'" (\.I"";\;) or lanterns, made of paper 

or linen, in snch a mannel', that the various folds might be 

compressed to a thirkness not exceeding two or three inches, 

Bnd again protracted to the height of twenty. 

An account of this feast may serve, with very little varia­

tion, to describe the other sumptuous entertainments at 

.................................................. 
C-;, O*"he tboulII.nd atrocities impUIf'd In .<\010 MOH AMM RD ItH A 'N. I1n(~ le at the 

pre&eut kin,. ~'\,"e. Wf' musl hape fllr Ih .. hannur "fhuman IIltturr, are ulI~gerated 
in tbe nllrratioa. but olhf'rs IHf' so strongly confirmed I,), Ihe evidence af numerous 

'wilnene! ."lilivin~, Ih,t it is not l'f'asana"lt'to dllllbt Ilwm. l,muug thete, i, his 
iQyiting \t rinl chit'f to debllte on lerms of rf'cuncilh,tioll, :-\0 A' MOltAMM ED bniag 

'''01'11 on tbe "ered Kqr6. lb.t be sblluld be {'"rofted bct'6'e •• Dlel to hi' own camp; 
the tyrant kept bit word, but the cbief wu .ent back dud. 
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which we attended. Our slippers having been lefloutside 

thc door of a large and handsome room ili¥minated by means 

of lamps and candlcsticks placed on the floor, the usual 

salutations and \veIcomcs, and aIrthe regnlar series of in qui-, , 

rit's concerning health, and thanks for the honour conferred 

in visiting, began immediately on the Ambassador's entrance; 

wcre continued while 1V!J'RZA' SHEFIA conducted him to a 

corner, and did not end for some minutes after we were all 

scated on nammeds spread over the splendid carpet, clMe to 

the walls("'), 'fhe. guests were then furnished with caleall.; 

mosfly their own and by their own ser,'ants; for on these DC-,. 
casions the Pis" Khydmtt ("""",..10. V-~) or valet de chillnbrc gene­

rally accompanics his master, to prepare and prcsent the im­

plements of smoking,and tohold theslippers for him ",hen tak­

ing lea,'c, Coffee, without milk o~ sngar, was next introduced 

hy the servants of our host; one bringing on a tray sevcral fine 

(hilla cups without handles, each in a fill agree rcceptacle, silver 

(JrsiJH~r gilt, of the same form; another man, from a large coffee 

pot, filled three or four cup'; of these l\lI'nzA' SHEFIA took 

onc and handed it to the Ambassador, who sat on his right. 

The servants having distributed coffee to every person, col­

lected the empty cups and retired; caldms were again pre­

sented; and to them succeeded tea in porcelain cups, larger 

than those which imd contained the coffec, but without 

.................................................. 
("J or our rtapeetin place. tbe otder will apput from .. piau (it to it "'1 b6 

i tylcd) given in the M41ccliancoul Plate, tig.20. 
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saucers . . After this appeared what in Europe would have 

constituted the des~rt, but was here the forerunner of dinner; 

apples, pears, melons, the grains of pomegranates in bowls, 

ices and sweetmeats, placed before us on 'capacious trays. 

These - having been removed, after ten or twelve minutes, 

preparations were made for the display of a more suuslantial 

meal; while from sitting cross-legged on the floor so long, 

my situation had already become irksome. 

! 
The sen'ants now held before us silver basins having corer, 

grated or pierced with open-work in several places; and CWl:rs 

or iiftubalt, (Sec \' 01. 1. p. 405, l\Iiseclr. 1'1. fig. 13) resembling , . 
large coffee pols wilh SPO;lt5, from which they ,poured on aliI' 

hapds lukcwnl'lll waler; this, COlltaminated by each persons 

washing, fell through the -grated coycr!) and disappeared; the. 

basins were lhell tramdcrrcu to uther guests for the purpos~ 

of similar ablutiolli:i. Next were spread Oil tile carpet before 

us, and dose 1y our knees, long narrow suf,.eh or strips of 

flowered linen or chint7., the hhash.¥clt (';"":'1".) or horders of 

which contained in small c.Qrnp~rtll1elll~, some Persian verses, 

inculcating hospitality towards strangcrs, and gratit.ude to 

God, for the blessings of abundance, On thes" slrips the 

bread was placed; it consisted in circular cakes, large as o~lr . 
eornmttn dinner-plates, flat and not mllch thicker than a 

crown piece. A multitude of servants then entered, bring-
• 

ing various trays which they laid down near the cakes of 

bread: each trav contaillinl!. at fil'st. only five or six bowls 
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and dishes of lamb, fowl, fish and vegetables, besicles two or 

three ample basins of fine porcelain ware;~lilled with different,· 

sherbet.;; in each a long handl~d wopden spoon or ladle, such 

as has been befbre described -(Vol. II. p. 53) /loating on 

the surface. Those trays were so placed that onc accom­

modated two guests; an'd between the trays were supernu-

~erary dishes, or lofty pyramids of rice in its various forms, 

01 c"il/ow (,1.;-.) boiled simply; or as pi!l<;w (~) mi~ed with 

meat and fruit, highly seasoned with spices, and en):ichell 

with unctuous lauces, at once sweet and acid. 

The plan, or sketcl?, or view (for it is difficult to name 

rightly su0 a thing) which, I delineated immediately alier 

my return, will sene perhaps better than any verbal de,crip­

tion to inlroduce the reader il1!o Jhe midst of our entertain­

ment; (See Misc. PI. fig. 20). Here, near the door, several 

attendants appear standing within the room; others waiting 

on the sleps wilhout. On the left, of a person en~ring, are 

seated the English gentlemen; on the right many 'Persian 

guests; and opposite the <100/, Q,jIr host, with the Am;" ad 

douleh and five or six other men of high rank, Va:;r. and 

great o/\jcers of.tate; M,'ltzA'Su.uu. himself, being at the 

extremity 'of this row, next to "the Ambassador. I have 
. v • 

distinguished by oblique strokes the nammech on w4ich we 

sat from the .ujre/u or pieces of chintz; the.e are partly , 
covered with the round tray" and intermediate diatJe8. while 

the lamps and candlestick. are seen di'poaed along the floor, 

Dutllot without symmetry of arrBllgemell.t. T4e.htIIIUIGdQq,_ 
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(t.:)"""" generally J"'onounced slutmdoon) or candlesticks wer<' 

of silver, and the tallow candles which (,hey contained, very 

thick find above four feet long; the clwrag'!diLns (lo.,\ ... ~) or 

lamps were al. o, apparcntly, of silver; and thcir light was 

supplied by pi,,'" ( .~ ) or greu.e. 

Having laid before us thc tmys alre:uly dc",ribed as 

amply furnished, the servants were, ncvertheless, employed 

for a considerahle time in loading them with additional 

bowl> and dishes of viands prepared according to various 

modcs of culinary art: these were placed over or he(ween 

the fi"t., and otho," over them; so that at 18.«, the pile aecu­

mulat.ed on each tray, amounted to fifteen or sixteen; and 

with the inlr!rmediate pill"",. alld sn.ao,,/s, there must. I 

think, have hCfm, before· the emwluslon of our fea.~t, above 

three hundred chinn. bowls and dishes at Olle moment on thf' 

floor (SCi p. 22, note 3). 'l'he variety of viands can seareely 

be supposed equal tn thi,s multiplicity of dishes. I eould easily 

perceive that the two or three tmys nearest. on both sides. 

agreed almost wholly in their contents, wit], til at morc im­

mediately before me. 'I'he meat WllS chiefly sntumt.cd with 

, oil, or fat liquefied, of which in some instunces the ullctuosity 

was corrected by all admixture of l·egetabIe acids. 

But of whatever kind the meat or the cookery"many little ., 
circumstances of negative and positive inconvenience, con-

cur to render even the most splendid feasts of this country, 
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tedious, and in some respects disgusting t,o an European. 

The want of chairs obliged us to sit on the floor, ill awkward 

attitudes that cramped and benumbed the log.. Being 
• 

wit.hout knives or forks, we necessarily gra'ped wi th uuI' fin-

gers not only solid pieces of flesh, but even 1Il0isl and clammy 

substnnce!o\. The want of cup~ or goLlcts or drinking glasses 

rendered it expedient to use the wooden ht.,ll'ilo,8 or "poons that 

/loated, as before mentioned, on the sherbet. To those "1'00118 

no reasonable objection could be made had the number beclJ 

sufficient; but. one gencral1y served for two gW~stfol, alld 

sometimes tc)r three; each, after a uraught, replacing it in 

the bowl. For plates the only substitulf'S wcre those flat. 

rouud <:ukes of bread already described ; of these it did lIot 

appear that much was ever eaten; but such hones alld frag­

ments werc collected on tlwm, as WQuld, in France or .En­

gland, have bf~en removed during the meal, by n servant. 

011 those cak", of bread, too, I noticcd Illllny of the P ersians 

wiping, from time to time, the ,~rr(~asy tingprs of their right 

hands; the left not being employed on these oCCa..iOllS. 

'l'hey, when preparing to eat, stooped forwards, kneeling, 

nntil their heads were nearly over some dishes, which the 

long heards of several almost touched; and J have often been 

surprised at the ingenuity which they evinced in scooping 
" 

from a gelatinous mass, \\;th the first finger only, or the first 

and second united, exactly such a quantity as they required 

for a mouthful; studiously contriving that their clothes 

should not be ucfilc": by any particle. 
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Towards the close of this feast, a Iamb, roasted entire, was 

brought to MI'aZA SHEFIA; OIl his recommendation of it 

to the Ambassador, two or !I,ree servants immcdiatdy tore 
• 

the limbs and joints asunder, using in this simple operation 

their hands a}one ; which being :--taiueu, according to custom, 

with the reddish-browll tint of henna, excited some suspicion 

of dirtiness, not perhaps altogether false. With their hands 

alone, however impure they were or seemed to be, those ser­

vants also restored to their places in the bowls and dishes, 

any lIleat, fish or rice, that had lfillen on the cloth; while 

their skirts, a' t.lI CY pa,,"ed to and rro in crowds along t1lC 

floor, which scarcely afforded room t'lT their feet between 

the trays and hmps, often flapped against tho pilla,ws or 

into the bowls of sherbet. Such trifling accident.s were pro­

babl y irwvitahlc; notle more SpriOll:.l occurred; alld our vonc­

rable ho~t, although a man of impaired \'i8ion , had nequired 

the habit of obserying instantaneously and could iudi"ate to 

his servant.s hy a. nod, any little want or embarra.ssment of H 

guest, even the most r('mote, without interrupting tor one 

moment. either his own or another person's discotlrl'(~ . 

'l'he trays and their contents were at last remove.!; and 

next. the chintz xufre"s with all the morsels of uread, meat 

and rice, that had been scattered on them, n""ins were 

then brought and ewers containing lukewarm water strongly 

impregnated with the perfume of roses; this was poured 

on OlIr hands as at the former ablution .• Caleans which had 
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begun, now terminated the fe ... t; and we, having smoked and 

chatted for a few minutes, took leave of the Persians, re­

ceived our slippers from the servants who waited near the . 
door, and returned on horseback, as we had gone, by t.hc 

light of JanUs or lanterns. The entertainment which I have 

just described was enlivened, without the help of wine, by 

facetious anecdotes and sallies of wit; the powers of agree­

able conversation MiRzA SIlEFIA seemed to possess in a 

very extraordinary degree; and his manners would have 

been reckoned easy and polished at any court in Europe. 

It had heen settled that on the eighth of December Lady 

Ouscley should pay her respects to the principal or favourite 

queen; her, at least, WhOlll the king had appointed to re­

ceive the presents brought from England; a preference most 

flattering where rivals were so numerous; for she was sur­

rounded by beauties in a ""a.·em, which, according to reports 

not reckoned ~xtravagant, contained eight hundred females 

of evnry descript,ion; all equally the slaves of one despotick 

lord, to obtain whose favour was the sole study of their 

lives("). At elevell o'clock Lady Ouscley proceeded to the 

---. _ .. 

C") PeraoDil who had listened to the whispers of lCI.odal, insinuated that tpoee f&ir 
eomr·etii.ors, in their contest (or the Monarch's smile, ofOOn employed means the QJaR 
nojufltHiable; and had eometim06 endc"voured to secure the glorious prize eveD by the 
~rifice of a rival's ilfc. Whether he loved her most who DOW enjoyed the dao.(8lOUi 

rank or' favourite, or lLllother beautirul queen (die mother of ABB .. :. lit ..... · aD. 
princc A'LI SOA'U) was JODg a qu(·ation undecided among tbote who inquired u.~ Ute 
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«reg or palace, being conveyed in her palankcen by several 

PersianferashB8, who, according to the king's directions, had 

been previoUBly instructed in the manner of carrying that 
• 

vehicle; the Indian bearers, unable to endure the cold of this 

northern climate, having set out on their rcturn to Bombay. 

She was accompanied, as on a similar oac ... ion, by her daugh­

ter; and one of her English maids followed her in a caJltvah; 

(See Vol. 1. p. 251; Misc. Pl. fig, i6). Many in(luiries had 

previously been made by persons sent from the palacc, con­

cerning the kinds of refreshments most pleasing to Lady 

Ouseley: it was askcd whether she usuilly smoked theca­
lean, or preferred tea to colfee; at the same time the king 

graciously intimated, that a chair should be provided for her 

accommodation, although the queen would sit, aCMrding to 

custom on a carpet. At her return Lady Ousolcy told u. 

thjl.t having been conducted with much ceremony into a large 

room, of which the floor was covered with cloth of gold, 8h~ 

found there the royal favourite who was a very handsome 

woman, an infant prince her son, and thirty or forty female 

attendants, all profusely decorated with jewels. Soon lifter 

her introduction, colfee and sweetmeats were presented 011 

trays of solid gold. The queen smoked; but a cakan was 
_..-.. ____ h ___________________ _ 

myswriet 01' the Hltarsm. But certain circumstances attending tho dea.th or one, 
which left the other indisputably pre-eminent, excited auspicions that demonstrated • 
.&t lean, the J60ba.bility of actions imputed by clll.llllioal hi.toria.ns to some ancient 
priDceeset of this country . . 



150 PERSIA. [Chap. 16. 

not offered to her visiter, who had declared herself incapa­

ble uf enjoying the intended honour. The maid was led to 

an adjoining chamber; where after some refreshment, every 
• 

arLicle of her dress became the object of minute examination 

to the ladies in waiting, who evinced as little delicacy in 

grati(ying their curiosity as those of Shiraz, before noticed, 

(Vol. II. p. 53). Meanwhile Lady Ouseley delivered a 

miniature picture of our Queen Charlotte, and her letter, to 

the Persian Queen, who received them with much grace and 

affability; the picture was set in diamonds computed to be 

worth several thousand pounds; the letter was splendidly 

illuminated, and a translation had been annexed by the 

Ambassador. 'l'his za~i-81Ilih (,L;;; l:-') or .. king'. wife," 

(like one already mentioned) seemed much encumbered by 

the drawers or pantaloons whieh she wore; their stif!' embroi­

dery of pearls almost crippling her legs. She bestowed 

many caresses on little Janie during this interview which 

lasted about half an hour. 

M,'llzA SHEFlA, wit.h four or five other personages of 

distinction, paid, on the tenth, a long visit to the Ambassa­

dol'; they all drank, and appeared to relish highly, some 

essence of peppermint diluted with water. MI'SZA SUEFlA 
• 

had heard, or read, and talked much to us, of a certain mira­

culous medicine that could not only remove all corporeal 

infirmities, but restore to extreme old age, the powers of 

active and vigorou! youth. He conversed also on literature; 
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and antiquities; contriving to inf,roduce a very Hattering . 

compliment to me on the subject of some translations which 

I had made, several years before, from the Persian language; 
• 

and of which Al!UL' HASSAN KUAN had, too favourably, 

spoken to him. In the mean time, although a month had 

now elapsed since our arrival at Teh,·un, no progress had been 

made in the work of negotiation; nor could the Ambassador, 

either by his example or remonstrances, stimulate the Vaz·'r8, 

or accelerate the tardy process of Persian diplomacy. They 

seemed inclined to procra..tinate, and glad of any circum­

stance that served as a pretence for delay; every hunting 

party of the king furnished them with a plausible excus,·; for 

in his absence, they said, no business could possibly b .. 

transacted. These excursions were frequent, as FATEU Au 
SIIAII, like most members of the Kajar family, and of other 

northern tribes, preferred an erratick to a settled life; a 

village to a city, and a tent to a palace. Althongh mnch 

snow had fallen about this timo at Tel,rim, several antelope, 

(ahu~l) B,nd niountain goats (buz:r.) were killed hy the king; 

and we partook, at dinller on the twelfth, of some excellent 

venison, part of the royal 8hikar (~\$:.;l) or game, sent as a 

present to the Ambassador. 

We were introduced on the thirteenth to HASSAN ALl 

MIRZA (I.;",.. ~ ~), younger brother (by the same 

mother) of HUSEIN ALI M,'nzA, the prince of Shiraz. He 

&liked many questions on various subjec~ and inquired after 
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bis "uncle" the king of England. The Ambassador having 

mentioned the Prince of Wales, he said it was the auspicious 

tali<! (~U.) or fortunate destiny of the PerRian M ollllrch, to 

have such a bm-ader-zadeh (»1;)'''') or nephew. We sat with 

him about twenty minutes, and retired, observing the usual 

ceremonics, through a small court and garden of wbich the 

walls exhibited, in arched recesses or niches, the painted re­

presentntions of cypress trees. 

N~xt day we visited Mind ADI> ALWEJIAll (...,-..\",31 ¥ \;r-) 

a man of uistinguishcu learning; eminent for his skill in 

divinity, metaphysicks, the Arabick language, and for the 

exquisite beauty of his penmanship; we found him prepared 

to receive lIS in a room well warmed with a large mankal (~) 

or chafing-dish of burning charcoal (See Misc. PI. fig. 19). 

I had hefore remtlrked that amidst crowded companies he 

generally appeared absorbed in mental devotion or medita­

tion; his head inclining to one side and his eyes cMsed; OIl 

this occasion, however, he evinced the most polite attention, 

and his conversat.ion was equally pleasing as instructive; he 

talked of books and of geography; made many inquiries on 

the 8u~ject of theology, (the 111m ,:llahi "~I ~ or "divine 

science") and the various sects of different religions; wishing 

tbat ull mankind were of the same faith; he declared hi. 
intention of seeking knowledge at a new source by studying 

English; and mentioned that he was engaged ill the compo­

sition of 0. miscella:neous work, which he proposed to entitle 
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tfjeGlltJilnt" i 1$.,luIt (loW ~.r,, ·,. .. TreaBury of Delight." 
.. ~ , 

&&peeling the Turl:i.IrJA or TAtdr vlili) la~lIIlge, he ~!1 

that ~somp~, t"'j>I'i~. ,dia~tI; ~tIki T"rk.i/aghoJ6i 
( ... ~ .j.;) which h!, c<?n.i~reau t~'ud<~\) C* pure ori- , 

.", ' ' . . 
ginal ,tongue'; and the Tljl'kiRw.i ,(U"V J;) apoken at 

C,~t1nople; and throuJout all Greece and:1.sia Minor; 
~ 

derived from tbe Jaghatui, but corrupted with a dlultiplicity 
.. ' . ,,"I ~ 

of Arabick, Persian alld lunani (.jU)! Greek or I/}fIiall} words. 

A topick. on which MI'RU' ADD AL WEHA' B was particularly 

eloquent, must not here be omitted; the late French Embassy, . 
a num~rous body of very ingenioua men, had furnished bim 

with one favourite subject of encomium, Monsieur Lamy, ,t# 
• 

gentleman ~hose praises I bave i!,eard celebrated by many 

other l'el'1liah •. 

.we prP'7eded to the house of F .. RAGE ALLAH KUA'N 

(..,\o..!J\ Vi) a nobleman of military habits; with muchappar­

entfrankness of character, and a simplicity of manner, whe­

ther real or affected, nearly bordering on bluntness; he 

began, bowever, like tbe most insincere of his countrymen, 

by offering to tbe Amhassador, his house and garden as a gift, 

or pl,"~a." ,(~). Know-ing tile person whom we bad last 

visited, be proclaimed aloud bis own consummate ignorance 
,, ~ " 'h. ", . . 

6f .'~hy'aickr, theology and pbilosopby; muttered some-

tbittg'iiboqt ,\li~ ls;otel!!pt Ilf bypocrisy and che.cant of ~lIan-
" '"._ ~ { . , ' e ~ r.. 

,tty; ~ .. " .~ aciences, &aid. he, I Ieilvetda+:h penons 
• "' i-. :" , ', (0 - • '~ ;' .~ ..... • 

0" mY ,friend ABO' AL WZIJA'B; th~!WQrd 'KIld miJlket.:1IR . . '" 
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"sufficient for me. Returning at night from court, I seat 

. "/llyself in tbis corner, and direct the kldwe",/," ( • ..;;~) 

.. . ,(,zclIdef, ( • .>ijl .. ) alld raks-kull('" (",~;l thc vocal and 

" jnstnlmClllall'uusicians, and the dancers, to amuse Ute until 

"I li.lI asleep; of what 1<8lue is all the learning of M,'azA' 

"AnD ,\L wEHA'n? I prefer tl~c sounds of a s,hlare" bu:,..l 
.. or Kalll/me/,,·" ('-f'1...!) a guitar 01' "jolin." He then iron­

ically poured blessings on those pious .~f use/m(lIIs who reli­

giously abstained from wine; aOld with much hUlHour cCIlsl1l'ed 

all drunkards; thc health of' some lIIen, he was willing to 

allow, claimed in this respect a little indulgence; and for his 

OWII part, the grapc~ of Sllirti:: had furnislled bim with medi-o 

cines during three alld thirty years. To gl"dtify MI'Ru' 

SUEFIA he had lately forsworn them, hut his spirits began 

to suffer a cOllsidcrablc (lcpre.~sion and now required exhi­

laration; Anu'L lL\s!H.N KIIA'N had mentioned to him some 

dl/'l/b (yt,.:.) or wine of Madeira clIChe! sdlel, (oil\.. ~) 

.; forty ycars old," \Vhid. the Ambasoador had brought to 

1'"hr(w; of this he plainly hinted t1wt a lew bottles would 

be a most acceptable prescnt. He generally spoke in Turk­

j.,h to 11;s servants, and ",'as, as ] learned from one of his 

acquaintances; a kind and gentle master; hi. favourite attend. 

ant seemc,l to be a yOUll/( Hus;ian who assisted in handing 
- • A' 

us the calealls aud coffee; him he always addressed by some 

very CHaISe and opprobrious term; often styling him Kurmsak 

(a wordexplaiued i~ Vol. II. p. 5~2) or Kaferbacht4-~":l~) 
• 

"offipring of an \~nfide1." Entertaiued by hi. pleasantry 
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and impressed with favourable sentiments of his good nature, 

we left FA n.lOE AL LA II KHA 'N ; he was not, how~vcr, without 

enemies; and some talked of cruelties lately p'erpetratcd hy 

his order ncar Tab";:, where many villages lIad been burnt 

and the un resis ting iuhabitants massacred. 

'Ve returned, after this, the visit of MonA'''lr,!> A 'I.I 

KUA ' II , the Va.!r or minister of Prince A ' LI SIl ,'''; lie 

mentioncd some extraordinar'y mineral productions which 

he had observed ncar Cluhfm; unu a rock in the same neigh­

bourhood exhibiting se'Tuty wells, or pits, of which he' was 

not ahle, with a long stick and his cxteadecl arln to I each 

the bottom; he spoke aL;o of other wonders visiule at this 

place : but from IllS description I could not ascertain whether 

they should be classed amollg natural or artificial c uriosities . 

When we admired the extrcme delicacy an (I elegant forllls 

of his sherbet spoons, he assured us tha t he had once pos­

sc!'scu "many of' which tile bo wls, nlthough c1astick, werc 

much more flexible; thin as papel', and nearl'y transparent; 

and that he had seen t.he leaves of a book Illade frolll simi lar 

materials, c!t"b-i-g"lflbi (""~ YP.' I or pear-tree wood. lIe 

shewed us a piece of sculpture "cr'y ingeniously exec uted on 

ivory by a 'young and self~taught artist; it represented in 

relief, the present king's portrait, and some other figures, 

among which were Armenian Ptidres or priesls with the hug 

or g"rt.~ ljiJl, usuully delineated by Persians who hold that 

creature in abhorrence, as an ensign of the.Cluislian religion. 
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This minister complained that no one could be found in 

Tehran capable of repairing and regulating his three French 

watches. We had heard complaints on the same subject in 

every other part of the country. 

The next visit was that which we paid to MI'RZA' M U'SA 

< ...... r ~r..) a native of Mazender(m, and governor of Gltan (~). 

This province, situate on the shores of the Caspian sea, he 

described as covered with trees, astonishingly numerous, but 

not of considerable size; and he contradicted sOllie who had 

affirmed ihat the fish, which constituted a principle article of 

diet there, was unwhoiesollle food. Of Astrakhan, he said, 

the Persian llalllC was lillshtarkluin("); and his al;count of 

the diflicultics which opposed a traveller among the stupen­

dous mountains, the forests and torrents of Mdzenderan (or 

I-I.yrcania) almost extinguished the desire that I had long felt, 

and shook my resolution of exploring that region on a journey 

to the Caspian sea. The roolll wherein Ml'RZA' MU'.A' 

rccei"ed us was decorated with several pictures of beautiful 

Georgian women,in various dresses, and of one effeminate boy. 

1 •••••• _ ••••••• _ ........... •••• ........ _ •••••••• 

," ) From otber PeraiaD' I learoed that tb{' name was .omdimell writteo I.)"'~ 
(Ha,Alarklulaft;. but more correctly lW'1f--) ~t... (HoJi tcrrkAw6,,). Tbe Dame, 
however, is spelt!;)"';; ~'- on B. 8i1vcr coin described in Mr. Frubo's uNumo-­
phylacium Orieptale PototiIlDum," p. 68. TiJis work, oC .bie" but. few c:opie. 
wer~ circulated, i. remarkable a, lhe first Latin book printed in tbe University pre .. 
at CasaD; for we read It. 75, II preli latini UnivtJ'litatil Cuapen.i, primili,,_ .UD ..... 
"wu l)ubli3hed in 1613. 
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Two other visits must yet be recorded; one we made at the ' 

house of ?vh"RZA" YU'SUF ( ........ .t.! ~Ji'-'), wbo entertained us 

chiefly with a discourse on vaccination, and his dread of the 

slTlall pox; a disease by which his son, (n~ne years of age) 

had lost one eye. He told the Ambassador, to whose infant 

daughter the cow-pox had lately been communicated, that 

after his example he should send another child next day to 

the English surgeon for inoculation. But he was induced, 

by the prejudices of his wives, to reject any innovation; and 

by the bigotry of some .Mulas or Mahommedan priests, to 

refuse even a blessing from the hands of Christians; the small 

pox was at tbis time falal to hundreds; his child soon after 

~ook it, and died. 

Our series of ceremonious visits terminated at the house of 

?vlI"RzA' ZEKl ", fourth Vazll' or minister of state; him I have 

before mentioued as the Ambassador's Mchmanddr, wh" 

accompanied us from SMraz to [ifaMI/, lIe related au 

anccdote which served to exalt the A mill ad do""''' ', character, 

already very high, in our cstimation. It appeared that within 

a few days, the king by a cOlllmand indicating some displea­

sure, had required his son HUSEIN ALI lVh'RZA' prince of 

Shira:, to attend immediately at the court of Tehrall. So 

much .had Fa,.., the province governed by this prince, been 

impoverished during the oppressive administration of N EBBI 

KUA"It, .. hat he fOllnd it impossible to raise one hundred 

thousand IIImalls, due to the royal treasury; there was still a 
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deficiency of twenty thousand, without which he feared to 

present himself beJiJre the king. Yet as the order for his 

"ppearance was peremptory, he had set out, bringing with 

him (as some said) the queen I,is mother, once a favuurite of 

FATER A·L[ S[IA'», that she might intercede fur her son. 

He, Illcau\vhilc, recollecting the Am/n lid doulch'$ many 

~ctJcrous acts, wrote a letter to this minister, expressiug regret 

for hu\-ing Oil former occasions been his enemy; :;tating the 

pecuniary c luharrassmcnt, and requesting the loan of twenty 

thousand tUIIIlIJl."I, for which sum he inclosed a formal bond. 

This deed the Allltlt ad dOllld, sent back witi, a polite answer 

to the prince, and installtly declared hiwsdJ' responsible for 

the twenty thousand twnulls. 

Returning from ':MI'RZA' ZEKI'S honse, we met in a narrow 

street some or the king's elephants; our horses seemed in 

general much alarmed, and lllany of them which were Ara­

bian, absolutely tremhled with lear at the sighl of those enor­

mOlls 'Iliaci rll peds. 

About this time a poor man who had Lefore solicited em­

ployment in the Ambassador's service, catne to my room, 

along with his wife and daughter, ilJtreating that I should 

recommend them to Lady Ouseley; the woman was mpfRed 

in her c1uidcrC,..,'~). but not so completely as to conceal age and 

ugliness; the little girl, seven or eight years old, was pretty, 

and without a veil; she presented me an orange; the father 
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a common flower; aud the mother ao apple 011 which had 

been illlpressed the form of a leaf, resembling 0111' fern(,'); all 

these were the prelude to their request; the child stared with 

wonder and apparent delight at the painted walls of my 

apartment, and stillmore at some drawings \\lhich J was then 

finishing; my writing-desk, c.amp-bcd, and other European 

articles of furniture; while the woman, to intcref't lIle in her 

behalf, swore with strange incousistcn~y, be Sir i Ali (J; j""!) 
"by the head of A'Ll" that in her heart she was a Christian. 

Our servants on thc 25th of D"ccmber, having learned 

that we solemnized CllI"istrnas day, presented to m:lny of' liS, 

flowers, qranges and s\Vcctmcab, with the cOllgratulations 

aud wish, thus expressed 011 such occasiolls amon~ them­

sell'cs t Idl~-i-,~/II(JJllI llIuluil'ck bf.t:·;Jud (.,,\,!.~ ~\-W ~) ,;, may 

"'yOlll' fcsti\'al be au~picious!" Alld these wortis we Jlciln.l 

a tholl.'iaIHI tilllL:s inlerchangcd Oil the 27th, when the Persians 

celebrated tlJeir Idc-i-kurlj(lll (~,\ :} ~) or "Jest.inti of tile 

·'sacrifice,'· which wa::; annOlllH.;ed by drul1Is alld trullIpels 

carly jn tile morning ; several gUlls were fired at 110011, alld 

m uhi tudes of peo pic Hocked outside the city walls to the 1\ "I'M" 

galt (.I! \,;J~;) ur "place of sacrifice," where a camel \fa:; killed 

(If) ApplCJ thU$ mark~d are ,old in llit' buan {or a Iritle; to make flli, impre)iii"l1~ 
• lea{ of 'j/)me tlr)wn Ilt s/lruh i! ~lued or {uteued with a tllrf>ad on se"er;li ,tilrh of 

the "ruii while ~' f!t growiil;; tlu! ~ l l'pl(' grddually ril'ells. aud alilhat the SUIl re1!dw:I . 

beCJ,lIDU red; tlle p M " COl'erc,j lJy the lellYl':l remaiuing of .. pale gtl't:ll or yellow cull,lur, . 
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with the usual formalities, in commemoration of the victim 

substituted by Abraham for hil own son. 

The new yeal' (lSl'.!) commenced with the arrival of a 

kased (oW") or messenger from BUshelir who brought letters 

announcing the great success of our arms in various parts of 

the East Indies, and, particularly, the capture of :Java. 

W' e now from our house distinctly heard, almost every 

hour of the night, various sounds of musical :nstruments and 

yoices of singers, in different quarters of the town. Although 

extremely actire in pre"cnting riots, and prompt in arresting 

those who walk the streets after a certain lime: the officers 
• of police allow the inhabitants to indulge at homc in convi-

vial amusements. Those nocturnal feasts cause no fatigue 

to those who sleep during a great portion of the day; and 

"the Persians," as Dr. Johnson ohserves, (in Rasselas) "are a 

"nation eminently social." When a moment can be stolen 

from care or bnsiness, they sit on the lIat roofs or in the c1mm­

bers of their houses with lIlusicians and uancers, frequently 

drinking wine to excessive inebriation, and perfectly heedless 

of tomorrow; happy in this" blindness to the future," there 

are not many who ever seem to recollect the precarious 

tenure by which they hold their properties and liv,es. At 

this time weddings were more than commonly numerous; 

several of the arum <."....lJ") or nuptial procession~ pAsS$ld by 

our gate ; the bride, whom several women conducted to a 
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bath adjoining. appeared always wrapped in a white sheet; 

118ving on her head a reddish coloured \'eil, 01' handkerchief; 

helore her went six or eight men with pipes and drums; and 

8(HllC fILlies or buffoons, and boys dancing v"illt uncouth and 

ridiculous gc!;tures; the gay train was clust:d by the young 

couple's friellds and relalions. The people were now eager 

{or festi\'e f'lljoymellls as they anticipated the gloomy days 

of M,,!tIu/J1'cm (t,-); when to honoul' Ihe n",muI'Y OrHlISEI N 

auu IL\sSA!\' , the martyred SOilS 'of i\#J. [, e\'el'J pleasure must 

be !USpelltieu, and aU alSUlilC the outward garb of sorro ... \-,. 

On the tllird of Jal","ry, a yonng sepoy dragoon died; his 

di~f'asf! was all affectioll of the liver which did lIot, however, ,. 
evin('c itself by any SYlllptOIllS uutilthe day be/ore his death; 

and Sir (jure Ollsdey whose health had lately sllft~"'"d two 

attacks, ,ViiS !lUW reduced to all alarilliu,!! state or weakness. 

The king sent A'eu ' I. IL<\.s s .'\~ KUA'S to illquire aner him 

alld requcJo.tcd tllatA-1r . Cormick the surgeon llIi~lit tlUl:lld.<.It 

the palace with a daily report of his sitaatioll. 

Soon after this, prince II us En' A'I.1 l\f I' IIZ.\' arrived from 

Shira,; and on the 141h we paid hilll 0111 rc,peels; he declared 

hilllsclf much pleased to see us agaiu; tulked of (!If: ~ great 

bl'uefit tlJal his teeth ulld gUllls had derived from a uentifrice 
• (of pulvt",iscJ charcoal) whid •. Mr. Sharp had gi\'cn him; 

alld HttCl'tCU cOJl!lidl'rahlc :,atisiactiuH allJciug- ollce more an 

iU'lJa ~e at iii. iather's court; ultlwugh we ktJCW ho,w rd,uc;.-. 


