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tantly he had obeyed the summons that forced him from 

S/d"az. When the Amba.sador complimented bim on the 

healthiness of his looks after a fatiguing journey, .. it pro

"eecus," replied'be, "from my happiness in being a\lowed 

" to approach the king." 

Returning from the palace I found two ragged menuicants 

sianding at my uoor; they had certificates, and a letter 

written in ltalian, aduressed to all pious Christians, and 

signed by sOllle bishops, representing ti,e bearers as good 

catholicks. de la uaz ;oue Calden, on their way fro III Sdmds\") to 

JIHlia; ,,' t~dlell (,hrough the crllclty of -tIle harbarc)Us Persians 

"into extreme and lamentahle poveft)' ." "Cadllti per la cru-
• 

H ddla dei btll'ba,.i p f;'sialli in una somma e [agl'imolole lJ01)('J'ta.." 

Those papers werc shown to the Ambassador, who granted 

pccuniary relief, 

The Jfllhiwl'rcm or first month of the l\Iuhammedan ycnr 

commenced on Friday the 17th of January. On this day. 

or rather on the night immediately preceding it(I9), the 

............................. -.. -...... ~ ...... ~ .. .. 
('") Stl..o. ,.,,1,1,,1. .. 1._ Il city of ~urbijaw. n~ar the lake of UrmiaA 4- .}, or 115 it is 

'wier. named by FJRDAUI. in hi. SM" nlime". fhl" dn-9lii Khartjttkt ~ ~J;,) 
or .. Lak~ of Kk(l,yr.At. Tbr. Geographn llA.MDALLA.1l dt'$crlb(' ~ S('/~. liS a 

con' id"rillhlt city. of \\hkb !be inhabit.,n!. wcrt' (in histimt') I\IUh:IlIHUt.' II"}1S oftll~ 

SamtJ; SM.", ~lIId IIJwa~, 111 war with t~le Curd •• tlu~_ir Il~i~hb')ur' . To the adjacent 

I..alle of It.: Iut~ie."t he a'5i&ns • circumference of 'orty-four fillhBDg!. 

\Lf) The Penian' seem~ tQ ('on,idl'r the ~v~niD~ before an idt ~ or fcstival, II. ill 

ract, the bl'gillniug Ilt it; tllU" IIlthl)ugh th~ir S.bbath is prover1y Frirl.y. th.ey . up
po,e ;1 10 CI'inlllt'ncc al IUl\o.et tbe dll) beroTt'; fbi , r"millds UI of {jelle~i!i. cb. I. v. 6 • 

. ff and lhe cvcnil.'g alld the moraia&: wtre the first day." 
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Persians began to celebrate those dokful rites by which they 

commemorate the death or lIUSEIN, 'the son of AI.I, and 

grandson of their prophet. These solemnities continue 

ten days (,I) led in Arahick usldu'J~ from !lui number.r- ten) 

on each of which a portion of the melancholy story is pub

Iickly recited in the streets of every town, hy priests and 

others, to crowds of people who express their sympathy and 

grief not only by groans and sighs, but by howls of very 

suspicious 10uJness; violent beating of breasts; rending of 

garments, and even tears, which many. by allilual prar:ticc) 

have taught to flow at will. IlIdivjdllals, lalllellting e\'(~nts 

tlHl~ happened in a distant country, above c1evl'.n hundred 

years before, appcarcu to bave slItf\!l'cd ,the recent loss of a 

pnf<'ntora child. or to lIIourn sOllie ucher pri\'ate alld domcsM 

t;ck calamit.y; all ailt:cted a negligence in dress; a depression 

of countenance 3lld a whining tOile of. ,'oice in which they 

utte"cd fre(I',elllly the ejaculatioll "Y6 Illlsci,,! (",!--o.) Y'; 

lJasslIu! (~~)" with mallydircful im(ll'ccatiollson tllOl;C con

cerned ill liJe martyrdom of their fU\'Ollrite saints. 13ut 

whate,"er ~omc eJrlhusia~ts might have l'caJl'y telt, I knew 

two or lJat'e Pl'n~jans wli!), in secret, laughed at thi~ "mock

"cry of wo/' although they seemed, externally, to participate 

in the general affliclion. , 

Of this !tIuhlmrrc", (for the solemnities are so denominated , 

afu'" the mOllth) ten acts, performed un so mall.Y successive 

du)'s, constitute, 1 believe, the ouly l'ersiall exhibition that 



PERSIA. [Chap. 16. 

can be styled dramatick; fo,' we must not dignify with such 

an epithet the luw buffoonery or the disgusting ohsceQity of 

gesticulation aud language di~played, to allluse the vulgar 

and the prufligate, by luties allrl their buys. Those scenes 

describing the Jistrcsses ot' II USE I N and his lamily, are called 

the i<lfIzic" (.cJ'i); three or four of them I saw imperfectly and 

accidentally; but was furtunate in wilnessing with other 

gClltll'mcn, by express iIH'itation, two of the principal, com

plete, anu represented in the best st}le; the lirst at M, 'RZ ," 
SHEFU'S hoa.e, the other in presence of the king. We 

wel'e entertained by the prime minister, on lhc23l'd, at night, 

with a "cry interesting port.ion of the tragedy, which many 

Persians of high rank attended. 'Uudcr a spaciuus tent or 

awning spread outside the winrlows an.el illuminated by 

torches, liUSBIN and hi, family WHe supposcd to dwell; 

the women chielly occupying a laklt! or raised platform made 

of boards; they and the men were clolhed with much pro

priety in Arabian dresses, A MUla who occasionally sup

plied the place of a chorus, began by chaunting in a solcmn 

1'ctitatiro the general subject of this evening's act, from a 

written paper; the other performers, also, assisted their 

memory with a similar help, The principal circumstances 

were the marriage OfSEKI'N A II (.;,;.L H US}:J N'S daughter)and 

th~ dealti of KA'SE" (r- \il, who immediately after the'nu!'tial 

ceremony, ha~ heen obliged to leave her, II is cousin and his 

rair bride, to join in an attack upon the enelllY, by whom he 

was slain, The representation consisted of what Ulay be 
" 
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termea scveral sccnes, connected and explained by t.he reci

tation 01' chaunt of tIle lIltlld. The AI''''; (Y"'J;") or wed

ding; the hostile challenge; tbe bridegroom's farewcll; hi. 

departure 011 horseback, accompallied by many warriors 

fully armed and clad in coats of mail; his mangled corpse 

brought back from the field 01 battlc' by his friends, and the 

women'. lamentation over it. Although the lovely S',K I'N' .' 1I. 

was personated by an impudent boy and the elder feuiale 

characters by men, while the books or papers which t.hl',\' 

held, tended to dissipatc any illusion, yet some incidents and 

expressions in the course of this simple drama, proved' es

ceedingiy affecting; and I could give credit to MI '·IY. .' 
SHEFJA and a few other spectators for the sillceri!y of their 

tears, On the court walls and on the roof of an adjacent 

building, t"'enty or thirty women and young girls had assem

bled; and from my scat in the open window I distinctly heard 

them sobbing in melancholy sympathy with the widowed 

bride, and, suddenly, tittering at the auk ward motions of those 

Olen who represented the female peroonagcs, 

But the grand catastrophe, the death of HUSEIN, was 

reserved for the 25th, when we saw it acted at the palace in 

the M.idd" or square, which exhibited more valuable deco

rations.than, probably, ever graced an European theatre; 

for the king had lent on this occasion, thousand» of his llIost 

precious and brilliant jewels; he beheld the exhibition from 

room over the gateway, close to which a tent bad been 
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pitched on the walls and carpet, spread for the Ambassador 

and I,is party, There we took our places, about noon; en

joying a perfect view of the squarc which was lined with u,us

kell'c,'S, ycs"olll" or constables, fera.,h c8 and other royal oer

,'ants; its walls being covered with lllany hundreds of \Volllen, 

mostly wrapllPd from h"ad to foot in their white cluidcrs, A 

space of ground, enclosed and divided by a ca'J\'ass "eral'crdeh, 

reprcscnted the habitation, of HVSEl N, his family and the fe,. 

hrave companions that remained faithful to him; the sceoe 

was the desert of Ke/'belri; here, during nine days they had 

snpporled a miserable existence, surrounded by their eoe

mies, tb.c ferocious troops of Y E Z I 'n, who interposed between 

them and the Euphrates, obstruc ted every snpply of water 

from that river, OJ' the wells in their vicinity i and thus in

yuh'ed them in all the anguish of excessive thir~t'. 

This act commenced with a ftolenm procession, some men 

<'"rrying on thcir should~rs the pl'Oph,t', coffin 01' t6bUi ( "'-'J!~); 

on II, is hllog a pall of gold-c,,, "widercd cloth blazing with the 

lustre of diamonds. emeralds and rubjt~s j next was Jed befi.,re 

us the horse of ALI AKIl\R (IIvsBrN's eldest son recenlly 

killed) or of KA'SE" (hi, nephew before menlioned). A 

tbousand arrows apP<'ared to bristle in this noble steed; tlv: 

jlliler garment lately WOrB by its unfortunate rid~l, was 

then displayed; p,erced ill "JUll,V places and stained with 

blood. Now lilc('.ullo<t1Ilal part be~IIISt recited or chaunted, 

at; al thl.! former cX~liUitiuu, {rum \\flltCli papers; the wowen 
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address many pathetic speeches to the arrow-stricken horse; 

and utter loud lamcntationsatsightofthe bloody garment; tbeir 

distress, meanwhile, ariiing from the want of water, becomes 

intolerable. One hero gallantly undertakes to procure them 

relief; he sallies forth; is opposed, fights bravel], but is over

powered and slain. ASBA'S, the brother of HUSEIN, then 

resolves to try the perilous advcnture; he clothes himself in 

complete mail ; gird. on his scymetar; grasps hi. lance, 

departs amidst the benedictions of bis grateful friend s, :lIld 

having succeeded in filling a leathern mClhek at the rirer, 

jights baek his way through crowds of foes, but is i"tcr

ceptcd, wounded. and deprived of the water. just as he brings 

it within view of those who so much want it. Hu S P.I N him

selfat length prepares I.u go; his sister Zr.'''En ('''''''U), his 

daughter SEKI"!\A II alld his illlullt son, endeavour hy their 

tenrs, entreaties and forebodings to dis5uade him from this 

enterprise of desperation. A herald of the enemy is intro

duced with due form; he proposes lerms: IIU SE Il' indig

Jlantly rejects them; and his charger is led out. The women 

renew their solicitations wit.h mllch weeping; some faithful 
warriors offer to devote themselves for his safct.y; but con

"ineed that Providence has already decreed whatever must 

hefal the SOil of ALI and ofF."J"IMAIl (danghter of the pro

phet) I!e declares his intention of rushing alllid.t the hostile 

ranks. Next appear the Jjll" (~) or gellii, whose chief the 

Shah e JiJ'lI ex pre •• es his readincss to assist him; he with 

thanks, declines any supernatural aid, unless immcdiately 
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frolll God. The little gellii loll" .. pay homage to HU>I:IN 

and kiss the teet. of his horse; he rilles for ~h; many cavaliers 

are ~eell galloping about. the plain in coats of ir(m mail, with 

shields alld lilllces; quivers full of arrows anti bows in cases. 

HVSEl ,' is cllrironed by the .soldiers of YEZI'D, and taken 

pl'i:sollcr,uisft)ountcu and beheaded withukltulljaror long knife, 

by SIIHlI:a (~) . The tent of iIUS .E!:" is demolishec[ and 

hurnt; his \Vom~n seized and carried ofl' in black cajdva/os on 

camels; and finally, a lion comes from the desert and scatters 

earth on the dead bodies, and on somc detached hcad. of 

those who had been lIIartyred in the holy cause. Thus 

ended the tragedy : for a subsequent scene which I shall 

hcreaticr notice, did not appcar materially connected with 

the death of IJU S .L'i. 

I was exceedingly gratified by this perfonllance; 1(.1' it not 

only cOllveytd a Illost accnrale idea of the Arabian dress and 

mode of warfare, but fdleu the 11llaO'ination with a picture 
" 

lrhich. in IlIalJ), rcspt:cts, 1 am jll(:illlcd to t.hink, represented 

'1('( unfaithfully, our own age of ch ivalry. The introduction, 

ot'hcralds; the challenges of knights, it' so may be styl~d the 

Saracenic warriors; their single combats; their military pomp 

and arra v; coats of llmil, shic:lds, lances and banners; the . . 
armour and caparjs~ns of' tht' ir hurses, and many otl~.er cir .. 

cumstances, seemed to tile almost exactly such as I bad seen 

delineated in our emblazoned R,,,nances, and oth~r illumin

ated Manuscripts which describe the manners and CU8tOl~ 
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of European nations soon after the crusades(fO). As on the 

former occasion, young men and boys were clothed like 

females; hut the reader has, perhaps, wished to inqllire under 

what form the gellii appeared. They were children, probably 

nine or ten years old, dressed in black garments, their faces, 

heads and shoulder. being covered with red handkerchief.; 

all held drawn swords; their chief, the ShUlt e Jilin or "king 

.. of the Genii" was taller than the others; he wore armonr. 

carried a bow, qlliverand shield,and had, like his attendants, 

a red handkerchief thrown over his head. A person in the 

skin of a wild beast, movingawkwardly on his hands and knees, 

performed the part of a generous lion, by scattering dust on 

the martyr's bodies; and the heads which at first seemed 

waxen or wooden, and sticking in the ground, I perceived, on 

a second glance to be animaled; the eyes and lips moving; 

they appertained to men who from enthusiasm in the cause, 

had voluntarily sulHuitted to a partial interment, and remained 

ahove three hours thus buried to the chins in earth. Some 

Russian prisoners had been hired, or compelled, to represent 

the soldiers ofYE", ' D; and, on the death of IIUSElN, could 

scarcely escape by galloping at ftlll speed, from a sholver of 

stones, whiCh the mob pelted at them ill rage :,gainst the ene

mies oftbeir saint; SHAM&R, by whom be wa. decapitated, •.... ~ ............................................ . 
(") This dnll".tit:k celebnltiob of tbe MvlwnTrm wall iust iluted io tbe middle of: 

tta~ tenth century, by SULTA.'N MOKZAD'DovLAa. (See D'Ht'rbtolot, Bihilot. Orient,. 
ia A..dt,.,.). Tbe first cru:tade waf under111ken ut.r tue elote of the eleventh •. 
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suffered more especially from the violence of tbeir fury; and 

I ,all' him recei ve many hearty blows and kic~s. amid.t innu

merableexecration.. At length appeared the propbet's coffin 

or taMt: and in the proc.e .. ion were led some horses richly 

adorned with the king'. jewels; one purticuhlrl.v, of which the 

face was almost covered by a splendid mask or vcil cOIO·p05ed 

chiefly of diamonds; two men, beld under this horse'. head 

a large and fine white shawl, to catch any of the precious 

orlJaments that might become loose. 

After this a rery extraordinary dance was performed by 

eighty or an hundrctl athletick men, of whom several were 

naked to the waist; some Iwld in their hands swords and long

bladed knives, and had cither actually cut themsell'cs (as i. 

generally tbe case) in different parts of the body, or bad with 

paint, exceedingly wen imitat ed on their skins, the appear

ance of bleeding ,vounds. A certain tune regulated the mea

sure of this dance under the direc tion of a man who, beating 

time with a wand, chaunted all the while in a loud voice the 

praises of J\lu"H'MF.D and his family, particularly of A'L1 

whom h" frequently invoked by the exclamation" Ai Shir-i-
• 

KllUda /" (I .... -"~ ... 1) OIl! lion of God!" Several among the 

dancers joined in this hymn or song, striking t"gether in per

fect cadence, tlVO pieces of hard wood, each in size an({ sh,.pe 

like the half ofa large ordnge; the action was violent, althougb 

they did not rioe very higb from the ground, rather jumping 

forward, with one leg advanced before the other, and then 
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retreating suddenly; but there were a few, who passed between 

the others, according to a regular and preconcerted moye

ment; the manly fi gure. of those actors, the clashing of swords 

and dal(ger., the striking together of the wooorn pieces, and 

the chaunting of their hymn or song. in which several females 

raised their voices, induced me to imagine that this perform

ance, partly religious and military, might resemble, in some 

respects, the Salian dance among the ancient Romans. 

A pompous and tedious enumeration of the king's titles, 

with many benedictions, closed this ~ntertainment, am! we 

returned to our house. through streets and bti%ars, where all the 

shops were shut, and but few persons visible. Two fellows, 

however, having 011 the way, insulted Mr. Sharp, were re

proved by ABU'L HASSAN KHA'N; they then directed their 

insolence against him for espousing the cause of a Sag-i

Farangki (J") ...s:..,) " a Christian dog, or an European;" next 

mornillg they were brought by an ycsuutaIIJ,'-!.)orconstable, to 

the Ambassador's gate,where some stoutiet'ashes immediately 

inflicted thirty or forty blows 00 the naked soles of theil· lect. 

An attempt had been made to substitute a poor and inllocent 

stranger for one of those offenders, the handsome and impu

dent favourite of some greatman; but our servanls knew lhe 

real culprits, who bad been repeatedly guilty of insulting the 

English gentlemen. 

During several days of January the weather proved mild 

and fine; on otbers it lVas cloudy and t"mpestuous; much 
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rain and snow fell . The Thermometer from noon to two Of 

three o'clock was generally up to 4.5, 46, 47, and (twice) to 48. 

On the second of February at nOOn I proceeded to the 

palace, followed by a considerable number of frashes and 

other senants, carrying on khullchehs (4.f"",,;.) or trays, .. arious 

presents from the Ambassador to the King; shawls, locc 

veils, pieces of cloth, watches, guns, 0 sen-ice of fine ,"hina; 

very beautiful cut-glass chanddiers and lustres; two bottles 

of cinnamon oil; English gun.powder, telrscupes. and other 

things. I was accompanied by Anu'L HAS.AN KIIA'N, and 

received at the palace gate by the Amill ad duuleh, t\\'o or three 

olher noblemen, Ii treasurer and gentleman-usher of ceremo

nies, ,,110 all very carefully perused the li.t of presents, which 

the Ambassador had writlen; they then conduded me inlo 

the court opposite a small tatar, or open fronted room, wbe re 

the king was sealed, plainly dressed in u dark coloured coat 

and holding in his hands a string of pearl beads; after .everal 

obeisances AUU "L HASSAN KHA'N and I were directed to 

advance within five or six yards of the /u16,_ The usher then 

proclaimed" tbat the llchi (~(\) or Ambassador had sent his 

.. brother to the foot of the throne with offerings for the 80ver

... ign of tbe world." Then a p.,hka.h nevis (V"'.y ~) or 

.. Registrar of presents," read wilh a loud voice tile car .. Jogue 

of articles, whicb, at this time, the jera,h"" were em ployed in 

bringing into the court, and placing before the king; who look

ing at me, graciously said klIWbulIII:di ( ........ 1.:..,..) "you lU'e weI-
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.. come," an.! bia pl.h, (u4i \i-i) "come forward;" I advanced a 

little and he inquired with much kindness after the Ambas

sador's health; paid me some compliments on understanding 

Persian,and on having translated (as he bad heard)fifty manus

cripts into English; and after a few minutes conversation 

during which the presents were nutmentiuned, he. by a slight 

incliuat:on of his head, made the signal for my retiring. 

Anu'L HASSA N KH A' N attended me to the duor, but returned 

to superintend the niOre minute inspection of each separate 

article that bad Leen sent. Although most uf these were rare 

and valuable and to hundreds who sa .. them in the outer 

cOUlls must have been ohjects of admiration (as was afterwftrds 

acknowledged); yet not one Persian ventured eitber to praise 

or disparage; becanse the king had not hitherto expressed 

his opinion, according to which theirs must be alwa.,"" 

regulated. 

I remarked on this occasion. as on former visits, in all the 

outer passages and sqnares of the palace a strange confusion 

of common fellow.; soldiers,fortishes. and others among whom 

the ministers and khans, when wlapped in bani" •• (.j)¥) Of 

"rain coats" were chiefly distinguished by the .hawls twisted 

found their caps; hut from that inner court where the king 

actuall! sat, this multitude was excluded; there prevailed 

solemD ceremony; and, until the usher had been authorised 
• 

to speak, wost perfect silellce. 
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We frequently amused oursch'es with excursions to the 

nrighlJOuring villages, and in seeking hares, snipes, wild

pigeons and partridges, on the plain and amongst rocks and 

marshes neal' the ruins of Rai (,,); 8 city which by it. ancient 

magnitude and celebrity, is fully entitled to our consideration, 

and claims some pages here as a memorial. 

It has been already mentioned that we passed amonl( con

siderable ruins on our approach towards Tehran, from which 

they arc not distant in ,ome places above four miles, although 

exte~lding, in different directions, more than twice as far; the 

plain at least is irregularly covered, for a considerable space, 

with tumular masses of clay, and fragments of brick-built 

edifices representing, most inadequately, that venerable city 

of which the name as written by Greek geographers, Rhaga, 

or Rlwgeia, may be easily discovered in the modern softened 

pronunciation of Rai; while local circumstances sufficiently 

Indicate it to be the Rhages described by Arrian, whose words 

I shall hereafter have occasion to quotel" ). It appears con

Lemporary with Nineveh and Ecbatana, in the book of Tobit; 

wbich, though of apocrypbal authority among the biblical 

records, must be considered ilS an ancient compo.ilion, aDd 

................................................... 
("I) By ,Onlt' obst'ure wrilf'r~ the name of RluJKr.or Ragel, hal betn cOll'1lfltly givell 

to Ihal eily Qf Mf'l>opotamill, whi"'l tht' Anlbial.ls clIIllt'd ROM \...) or wilb ihe artide 
b)1 Ar'rohl1. and tbe Gret'k, Calli-rluk Ka).).¥,o'1and EduIlJ (}c"lTfl-"sic qiam apud 
" Allwrtum A'luf'nacm, .pud VilJernlum Tyrium et Oli"eriulID Scbol.llticum in hi.toria 
.. rt~lInl Tt,ct~ :-I .. ndae R"~r. ('I RIJ,itt;' &c. Sf'e Bayer's to Hiatona Oub~.IIa ct 
.Etle,sna ell. UUWI. iIIu~lrallt;' ,-PetrOl). 1734. p. 12.). , 
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in its Persian geography may bc supposed not liable to the 

charge ofineollsisteney. We therein read (ch. 1. v. 14) that 

Tobit'travelled from Nineveh to "Rage! a cit!! of Media;" 

and .this jOllrney was performed, according to our be.t 

chronologers, abuve sevell hundred yea'rs before Christ. 

That Ragau, noticed in the book of Judith (eh. 1. v. 15), 

i. the Rages of Tobit, I am inclined, after some hesitation, tu 

believe with two learned writers("); holV far that book lIIay 

be regarded as historical a~thority my present ohject. docs 

1I0t lead me to inquire; it is merely quoted ~n this occa~jon 

as, at least, a work of respectable antiquity("} . 

.................................................. 
(" ) Dr. Well:! (Ct'ogr . o( Ihe Old TI ~ I , Vol III . p. 1IJ7, Lom!. 171~) Hlllt Dean 

Prideaux {Collnt'.", of Old illIll New Tl'd. Vol. II. I} 7111. Lonet. 174D). Tbe)"hne 

lIollluigned the.ir rf'iU'm~ r'Jf Itd01l1i1l1,: th is opilli"n; Dt'ilher doe, the lexl 51let:ify 
Altdin 85 lilt' region in whi ch Ragau wa~ ~ilu<,t,,; the Tt'scmhlancl" of 118mh. howuc!'t 

rna) bl!' 511Pp01~d to favour the ilit'lltily; and it is lIot, per hap_ unreasoDil blt" to place 

ill ftl~dja Ihe ~cene of II ga'''' hattl", whereill a king of that counlr)' was rlcfca led by 

int'adel'll who likt·w;sc tonk Ecbatullt, the cllpilal lind other dties of Aledia. Tbi •• 

IIl1t"itilsllllld;ng .sollie cbronnlogil'al embilrra~stnenh, Pridt'IlUX lut'" dt'lcriLed II. an 

f'Vt'lit of the year Gf.l6 lIcfnre tht' l'Ommf'bct'III t'1l1 of our era; (Vol. I. p. 49). The 

l'aflflui:>ht'fl mOfJar('h \~Il~ Arphuad ..... hum Nabuchotion08or look "ill thl' uiountaius of 

•• RlI~au; alltl smote him IhrouglJ wilh bis darh, and dt'slroYf'd h im ullt'rly thai da)';" 

(Judith , cli, J v Ib). By Arc hbishop Ush.r. J'ri,ll"ilult IShd others,llle king of A~syria, 

IIt'H' call('d Nabut'hoflonmwr. i8 rt'garded as the SaowucbiuU5 of Plolemy (CIIII(.tU. 

Jtt'guUl ); and Arl,haKad liS tht" Deiok,. tA'1IO":lIf) of HeroJul1l5, J have alrf'lldy ob. 

served (Vol. l. p. 49) Ibat Ihi, Ml'di;tll ~ovl'rcigli i~ D I!. IIAK (~as properly 

wdtten ill, PaAUfJi rDllllu~crjJ)t) whom the moJer.u Peni"lls alld ,\nil.lian' cMII Zoil A". 

DI10HAIt, &c. 

t") TI.e S)'riac version of Judith (Waltnn's Polyglott. Vol. IV) has D.rl1 (};O~) 
for Rq4W (0. ~; ) in the fifth nne (of chap. I ) wbil'b i, tbus rf'lIdered according to 

our Englisb biblel; .. Even in t!Jolie dlly~ kiug Nltbucboduuol>or mllde war witb I..ing 
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Rhoges is memorable for the bait of Alexander during 

fire days; wh~n, having so far traced Darius, he there, as 

Arrian relates. desisted frolll the pursuit; a circumstance 

which may be dated in the year 531 before Christ("). After 

this mention of Rhages we are surprised 00 finding the ori

ginal construction ("',po. m"pio" ) of Rhageia and Rhagtl, 

ascribed by Strabo (Lib. XI. c. j 8),and Stephanus Byzantiu., 

(in ray.) to Seleucus (Nicator), who accompanied, and sur

vived Alexander; and was first monarch of the dynasty called 

from him Selellcidan. This appearance of anachronism has 

induced Bochart (Sacr. Geog,.. Lih. 11. cap. 14), Vaillant 

(l\rsaciJ. Impcr. Arsaces Il), and other ingenious writers 

••••••• * .................. ~ ........................ . 

.. Arplllu.a cl in the Nfl'st plain, .".bidl i.!> the plain in the horders of Ragall," From the 

~.nil\C Ih~· rt:f(lr ... it wou\ll al)pear (IIn1us w, 5uppose onE' name erroneoLlsly wriUeQ for 

lw.,thf'r) Ihat those 3nci .. nl monarchs first contemlt!d in the "Iaill of DltrlJ. and tbat 

.·\rl'baxltd was "ftt'rw:!uh t"kf'1I and ,':.ain .. ill the mmLUtain~ of Ilaga.:" for ~o \\t' 

l{'"d in tilt, twelfth "N~i~ nf dl. l. 1t('(:mding ro the ~yri"c tnw)hllifln. Whot'ver nlln· 

p,)sed the book of Judith is sC lf'rrly truted by J.Udd\'ic u~ Cappdlu~. lH It "UII~ttt')I" 

an,i .. ("llUttlnr;" he st) /t ll Ilim "llOmillem "lime inf..,ntem t'f ~ 'lll'i' ) tJllI. " <.te. 1Il1tllH'~ 

l' (UCS him of a !::co;::rnphic:J1 uror ill Ilnt'ribing the phlio of Raga. as l'Iiluate tL('llr the 

EIIi'I";\k~ ,HId Tigri~ (;omInCIl t. in Vel, Te~lllm. JI. f)i7, Arn~r . 11189). 8uI this we 

;JJ~o find in till' latin Vulgate; "N;tI.lul,lu"l,mo,or Re~ A~~)rilltum qui re!#uabat in 

.. Nillt've eil'ilale lIlagnlt, plIg-mlllit contra Arphu:.td 1:1 oblillllil ~UIJl ill cllml){) nlagno 

"tlui ItJlpcilHtur Ragan, drca Euphratem f't Tigrim." (Judith l. 6). The Greek 
St'ptuagiDt and our ElIgli&b ,'crsiun arc free froln thi» error. 

(") AJelllDder anivrd at Rha,i:el (or Rai) on the elr:vcntb day of his ma(c.'h from 

£cbatliDa (or Hanwtiafl): lind RllIlgCS, adds thl' hi~toriitn. i. didant (rom III .. Caspian 

Slraib, aj"uruey of oDe day, to tbo ... e ¥II'bo tnlvel "ilh the slime upedition fhllt Alu,· 
ander ult:d ill leadin/C un hi, troop_~ : Kal Q'Pln'Ur41 II Para, ll'lllltar" "p,pet, l1"X'l 
~£ 0 Xwpo' 0,",01 a"f) rl'" Ka4''II''lwI' "\lA"'~ obo~ I1P.PUI fica, ,A.auI'oJ.'n WI ~"Q.)lbf:O~ 
'!)-t. (Arrilln. de ,l.xVCd. Altund. Lib. 111. <:. 20). 
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to tXfer an emendation or correation of the Greek geogra-
• 
pher's words in their respecth'e versions of the passages to 

which I allude; and for JouruJed the, would read, n. 'more 

accurate, repaired, restored, or rebuilt. We find Rhag .. 

one of the lIeparchi .. or pref~ctures of Media, and fur

nishing the principal , winter quarter to Antigonus's army 

(ahout the year before Christ 314. or 315); as we learn from 

Diodoru!' Siculus; "rov.t ~(In'pcl"wrcu (lfl~'(I"'V ftf (ura.,.ll" r,," O'u r(,U1I'''41' • 

• ' ,I;(U paXItIra Lt'rl,V n'upx'u" Tll V lfPOCl'I:lYOP(lJOpt"IJ" PaYQf." (Lib. xix.) 

This city, to whomsoever its origin may be due. Nicator 

denominated Eurojlos according to Strabo (Lih. XI, c: 18), 

who adds that the Parthians call it A,·saki.. .. Raga," 

says Stephanus of Byzantium (in r.,..) . "was named E,,

"ropos; and afterwards Ars,,"c (or Ars"ce) from Arsaces 
• 

U king of the Persians;" him we are authorj~ed to believe the 

second Arsacidan Monarch, or Tiridate", entitled the great; 

who died after a long and honourable reign, two hundred 

and so,'cnteen years bcfore Christ("') . 

................................................... 
(OS) w~ fiud on various Dtl!'rlals of Ihl' ANlIf'idan kin!:!s, lJe~T i ne- Grt' t'k It'I:' t' lIIh, the 

inilill l 1('lIrr A defloting: Ulal tht' 1,lacl' tlf (·oimtf(t' Wh ,4r&ocia , V"illa ill /' ;I) t'ugrllvt'd 
itud de5crilw.d a brau m~claJ (J{ I,i, 0"-11 ('Olleclioll. whicD nf,,"il· .he IlPll d 0( Arl;,hl' 
1I11~ Ihe fourth, (lllSt m Oll iHt'i1 of the l'aTlhill ll rat'c) willi the nB"If'ral t'li u:i' e l f' r~ ny; 
ltniJes the initilil A of A,',Q('ia. Having asc ertained lo~· th e IIUlllt" :.II, 111;11 Ihi~ ..:oia 

. WitS ,trtl~ ill the )'car 400 uf the Arsacitlan I'Ta, (or of Chri:it 224) hr. M't''''' 10 COil. 

,itl<'r it .~. I>f'rb"ps. the lilted of il5 c1au; Ihe mUllan:h .... · "u~e image it h('us havillg 
IJc('n oVNII'Town . r.mn after, and his dYDnf)' ;n Pehid t'X,jn~ui ~hell . 'I'll;, i~ no t 
.moul: Ihf' c()ilrS of Vailhmt ~specliDg wLic.:b Cot~ini •• ' ,'(£li..::b. Pelleriu, Eckllel ;lud 
(JIlhers have ullfent-t1 .owe duubt •• 
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But the ancient name was not forgotten; and seems in th~ 

second century of our era to have reslImed its right. At!.en

reus (Lib XII) informs us that the Parthian kings made Rhage.l 

their place of residence during the vernal season; and Isirlorus 

Characenus describes Raga a. great~st of the Median cities; 

(w .. IUyU7TIJ rill" ~ara r'lv MIl}; ,av 'I Petrq, l\iao6iones Parthicre); 

among which he also enumerates Charax ; this, however, and 

Rlwgea are placed by Ptolemyin PUl'thia, while he assigns Euro

pus and Arsacia to Media, and, even distinguishes these, one 

from the other, by the difference of longitude and latitudet" ). 

Pliny (vi . 25) classes Europus and Arsacia among the cities of 

Parthia; and Ammianus Marcellinlls (xxiii ) speaks of them as 

belongingto Media. This separation, disti nction or confusion, 

Illls heen noticed by noehart (Gcogr. Sacr. II. 14) and others; 

that Dlustlenrned critick also Soon\aise, (Salmas. Plin. Exerc. c. 

LV) pronounces Raga" Arsace and ElIro!'us to bcthe sarne; and 

this opillioll is adopted hy D'Anville and our hest modern 

geographers. The difliculty of reconciling those npparent in

consistencies will perhaps be removed, when we con.ider that 

the Arsacidan kings very SOOIl overstepped the narrow limits 

prescribed to their origiiml country by nature, and extended 

the Parthian sceptre over eighteen great provinces, among 

which were Media the upper, and Media (surnamed from the 

................................................... 
(") According to hia fifth table of A.ia, IlOwt'ver. (Lib. VI. c. 2) Ro~itltle (PClYla..,,) 

is propu ly pl1'lced in Media: Rag/uII' appell.rs to bave been .n aRl;:~Dt PClIiclI.. 
UIllC fur Rfii; (See A.oquetil' ... Zelluavtsl1, i" ~Tome I. piort 2. p. 269). . 
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tity) Rhogion("); thus becoming so powerful a8 to vie in do

minion with the Roman rulers of the west, while they 

themselves governed the eastern world("). It does not there-

• ................................................... 
(tT) PaTiOVIJ. n""tme. ac('onlin.; to tilt" mllnureript of hi(lonu Charaeentl§, altere'd 

into ltlatinnll by the ttllD~ltltor. ill Hlldsou's l\till!lf. Gen~r. VIII. II. p. 6. But I havt 

Mlrell<t} indicattd (.t't IIOh~ 20 ) a di ... i~;on of M~dia called RIIgi(lJIe h.v Ptolemy; ami 

renullked thllt Ra81ffl'll is~aid to have llf~", n th~ olt! Persian name uf Ral; and rl·aclil y 
adopt Salmasiu" COHt'ct;UII of the Ilaliana or Mfltiartu in hiflore's \v·Jfk. ah~l\·c 

'luoh·d; T«'fuling ",·il h 'hat t'Tilick Ragiarlll; "Dua' Mt:dhe-sllpNior et inferior, '1.u~ 

.. ct Puyw"" dida ab opl'ido Rhagi~." &c. (Plinill.ll. Exercit. cap. LV). 

(It , Kill V tl" fll"llrxf ' t/6: rotrfttlTIJ' ')'iii, 1(111 TOt1VII:"WI' l '~ I'WV *"f Tt a"Tllra>'OI r*,," Pf'IICU"," 

rporro" tu'a tlYOYU61 1('~TI.1 pE')'~~Of T'f1S UPX'f1" (Slrabo. Lib. Xl. 12) ")Jllrlhi p(,lld'qun~ • 
.. v~lut divisiculI,' orLis cllm nom3ni~ l'acllI, nunc Orient is imrerium f'st," &c, (Justin. 

l.ib. XLI. cap. I ). E~' (, II witll this {'qual dlVi ,. juli thf!y do nut '('em 10 lune lwei/! 
1Ilwlt)'s conlt'nll'd: hul, (in the words of an ingenious hi.lorian) "the twang ftf tlidr 
.. bOW-51 rin':;:5 SQulJllt·d ~n fat lIS Hom!', anJ (a .. I he (lolllall wrikrs confc.~ .. ) (r(,lluenlly 

.' lilrul·k a I('rror inlH llir 1'<I"illll "f till' w"rleI." S('c u 'wis's " 1-1i~lut~' of tlw Plilr. 
"thian Empirt'," t'\' {', Oel, Lonl!, 17~g; pref, p I, TABKI likt, Justin :I\)"V(' quoh'lt. 

tii\i,I,·s Ilw wurld betweeJl the l';lrllliam (,.r A(v(m), ' and the llollmllS or UrN'''"' 
( lunilnilin j, .. Knuw," !W rS hr, I, tll al at'h'r I lit, Ilt'uth of Ale"lalldN DI,u'/ ' l\ct"nt:in,or 

.' Ihe I",., horned, 1111 the Gre('ru~ ,.f IJi~ army rdurnelilo Grc('cf', IIwl the worlJ was 

.. divided intn h\o pnrlions . Frum 1/11' Lauk8 "rthe Ti:;ris(or IJtjlt-l,) on this sille to 
",I,e ri\'{'r (hom (Jail/un j. 011 II,,· Il/lfIh" s of TurkYJ/lln or Sq'lhi;I, alJ was undH "Ie 

" I'art lIi ,'1I domiuion ;" he tln'n eIlUIll('r:lh's I he I'ro ... incl' ~ ' b'nk, Ht/lJtI, I'./ollfm, Kullu. 
I';,., Rai, Jell/il. TabddaJl, Gut-kll" alld KliuTUlti", f"Tluiul! Ihllt grl'at em!.ire; all 

th~se. atld s 1If', bdougt'd Iv the lUoluk laIJ,iyrj (~Iy, 1.....)1.-<1) Ilr kings of various 

tri b~!i; Ih('re Ilt'illg ," 1I kill/.: in ev('r~' CIty, IlLIIIIl n()~ll'JJJall or dlil'f in f'very village;" 

C,,,f;~ .../.J ... ~ j jl., I.j~' r?) ('1Ic1. indq)(,IIIJcllt of tlit' olh,· ,. 8ul on the 

w('~h'rn bide frollllile I'Lgm, !lllri \If /,'6k, liS far 3' JlIOU.IlI, .Ieursl, (or Me!oopolaUlia) 

eiljoh, lJadidt, or Ihe dt'sl'rl, 8hom or ~yria, Htjli:, MilT or Eg)I", /ullun, lind ume1t 
(Aruhia ."eli,. ) tu the borders of /Jlugllrr/; lIr ,"'(rica, were gnvl'l"Iwd LJ /unOlliQIl <lr 

Grecian s8vereigmJ, tilt! relatiuns or parti~anj of Alexandl'r, The fint part of Ihis 

quolation (to the Voord "duminioll") i~ thu~ e"lm~ued ill my oldest coVy of TApRI', 

l\JS <"::hTtluicle; and with little variation in Ibe olhN Ilm'e. 

~ "'~"., "'~ "'~)!. j '! ..... ",,,,,"Ut,. jl ,I}:.l ", '; J~~'; V"~ ;Ii5 V~ .\!\ 
............ \ ...:;; ... vf ~ ..,..J \:; '<?,- .l-jI .J."...> ..,..J jil.l .,;. ,~ 

• ,<?J~~ ~ 
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'fore in such an "in~tance as this. seem to me very sur(lrl~mg 

tlwt ()r('i~n writers should cOllfuund two pJ'u"inces imme

diately burdering, and suhject to the !oOume monarch; in 

Strai)o'5 lime many disll'ictli , e\"en as tar HS tlu:Caspiun Straits, 

the Anlgi ami Tapnri, were rel'kORed portions of Parlhia, 

though ori~inally of Medial"l. Orosius and.$thicus d~c1are 

'that thc Media of Scripture was that coulllry generally 

called Parthia("'). 

If there 'still exist, among tt,e ruins at Raj', any ve'tiges of 

those buildings that eonstituted the city in its IlIost early 

agr; 01', if the works conslruded hy Scleucufi and his 1\lacc

dO~ ian follol< ... , (perh"p' ill the Grecian· sL,vlc of archi

tecture) have not totally perished; the rcmnant escaped my 

rese,rch, and may be supposed hidden beneath those masses 

of brick and earth, which, as I have already mentioned, are 

seen scattered along the plain for several miles, at unequal 

j ntervals; some, possi bly, the relicks of ed ificcs, rai~ed on sub

structures of more ancient and more beautiful workmanship, 

and of more solid materials. BuL whatever they may conceal, 

those heaps,like the fraglllen ts of walls i nlerpersed amOD g them, 

.................. ~ ................... ~ ........ . . ' 

("J ~(Ao.IJ'HI. a:ru TU I'tXPI n.~",v K"", .. ,..ltl, ~'I'II A'pay"''' ~IU TalMlpw ... O"Ta rll'. 
M'1lJalU' .. ponpol', tLih. J.i c. 12) With good reason (;;lllI.ubun lIIud olhrrs would 

ft)r Arh.gi reilld RAogi. (droppiug tbe tint letter) ; lIod ~uppoat tbat Strabo alludu. 
loRhng~. 

('" I 11 is luffic:ieDI tn quo~ one o( thn8t' two wrih·l'~. who .~. ,I.olt euctly. illt, 
\hpir word" on Ihis occasion. Oros;u5 ~Lib. l. Clip. 2) '.Y' ",OeneraiiLer P.rou., 
*dicitur, quawvi$ S~riptunf' SUlctll: uWVCUIUD uepc Medill.m "otut." 
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otf.· .. • xt,··rn,.lI" '0 little to gratify tr,eey~, that of many delinl'a; 

t."", " h ;ch I llIade in differ!'nt points "f vieW, the.ketch engra

v .. ,j (\,h.ll· LX V) uninteresting as il lila,. be lllUughl, seelll.least 

un worth...,-of being prt-~ented to the I't'aoer. He must, howe\'er, 

rt'WUcCl, tbatl have hitherto alludedullly 10 un,olute ruills; 

fur of /l.ai', the. inhabiterl vi",,~e. ".11,,<1 :3h"h Abd at Aatim 

(t'laol' "'!" .\!.) i. said, apparently with truth, to be a portion .. ' 

'j'his plcase~ thesig:ht wilh its verdantgardenS3midst thedreari .. 

ness a",1 desolation inlllleu.a !el.Y aruund; it enjoy, tbe benefits 

of a handsome "ld nw"que, and the tOlub of a celebrated 

1\I uhammedan saint; it p"8se.se., also, what the profane Inay, 

perhaps, think almost as ,great a blessing, some baths, several ' 

shop~t 8 hftzAr, and at least two cal'avdll~er(h; in which, 

though lIot llIuch above four mile~ distant, it is usual for those 

who ulHll'rfake a jOl1rn~,. from 1'ehran on the great southern 

or l ~fah{1II Toad, to halt ll1t~ first night; amI, ifpiuus AJust'lmullS, 

to solicit prutectiun from the t'ntullibed saint before men

t ioned . This village of Shult AIJd at Aa:;", .eemcJ suflicicntly 

populous for it. size; contaiuing probably from three to four 

hundred families, or f~ven more according t.o some calcula

tions. Ht>re are still shown the remains of a tower, from 

whi.ch, as tradition rclat.,., the reports of victories. or other 

auspicious tidings, were communicated to the inhabitants of 

Ba' bj a red /lag. displayed OD itssurumit; but this buildinK 

does not e"bibit any mark. of remole antiquity.-

Reverting to the ruins, we ma,Y perhaps cOl)sider as among 

the wost ancient. those .ramparts and turrets on a rock, 
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·mountain that closes and commands the plain at its Eastern 

extremity, offering a situation 80 favourable for defence, and 

so well ci rcumstanced with respect to water, that those who 

first fortified Rhoge., Rogeio, or Rai, whether before or after 

Alexander's visit, must naturally have availed themselves of 

itslocnl advantagesin the erection ofaeitadel. To this fortress 

the walls which I have delineated in the sketch (PI. LXV), 

evidently belonged, and they now bear the name of Kolaa-i

llai, (",~ .c.l.» "tha castle or citadel of Rai"("). Those walls 

and tower! are constructed of brick and clay; the lower partl 

being in a felV places fronted and strengthened with stone. 

But of whatever age may be the material. of tho,e buildings, 

or of the IUlllular masses that apppar scattered for many 

miles along the plain; or whatever treasures of remote anti

quity may be concealed within those heaps; one object ollly, 

among all that I examincd, can with certaillty be pronoun

ced a work of art more ancient thall the Muhamllleda1l era. 

This is a sculptured tablet which, until discovered by Mr. 

Gordon, no European tra,'eller _eeIll' to havc ouserved. It 

................................................... 
(") But in Ibf' .kttch i. compr~beDded a .mllll part only oftho.e (ortification'i I' they 

-ntnd cOluiderably both 00 Ih~ pll1in, .nd over tbe ru:,rl~d .ides lind .ummit of tbe 
JliII; wbicb i •• aid by traJition 10 derivE' maDY of ih upf'ritie. lind ine'lulI\iJiel from 
urthquaku; bert in (ufnler limel very (rf' qUf'nl. llmi offen o'f't'rwhelmin, Ibe inba~ 

lJillInh of Rat b~e'lb Ihe 1ull1. o(lb~i, own hIlU •• I. Thi.loul tradition i. supported 
by the authority of Penian writen, aDd If'UtiIIO cooorm what Oiod(lru. (XIX).ad 

Slr.bo {X I) have uid relpt-cling tbon convllbion~ aud ilbruJltions oCthe urtb, (PU)'M, 
fl'Q'Yh') from wbicb RAfJin, accordiol to tbem, derived its nillle. . , 
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i.s carved in the ulual manner of the Sassanian ages, on a face 

of the natural rock or mountain iipperfectly squared and 

Imoothed for the pnrpose; its situation among the ruined walls 

of the old castle will appear from the first sketch (pl. LXV); 

and in thc second I have delineated its sculp~ure more 

particularly from a D.car inspection, having ascended to it by 

a fisoure of the hill on the right side. It represents an eques

trian figure, which from the strong resemhlance to heads on 

medals, and other likenesses of SUA'PU 'n, elpecially those at 

the place bearing his name, I do not hesitate to declare a 

memorial oflbatvain monarch("), That it commemorated the 

victory obtained oyer Artabanus, or AnDA YA 'N ,Iastgrp.at so

vereign oflbe Arsacidan dynasty, (for under him several petty 

princes entitled kings, (see note 28) governed in distant provin-

C') H~ Itpprllts of Ihe human sillt; Bd"lllt'ing at full gallop to do.e comhat; arnu'fl 

" 'illl • spear of ~' bic~! accordillg to rtlativf proportion, the shaft lIe,lfly efluli s hi, 
wri.t ·in tbickn~!M; II. quinr haobs by hi~ right thigh; the globular orlUlnH'lll of SIIA'

PU'Jl'S crOWII, 10 cOll51,ieuool em hi, medal! oml on olher mOllumt'llls, i~ l.!tre ab,) 

visible. Bot tbe ",holl" sculpt ore, 11100'8h 001 tlefidellt in s)lirit of de~ign. b illlli.tillct; 

lind to me: geenled rather In wflfiuishcd work. tlum Ollt' thai baJ been defllccd either 

by violence of milD, or the: ~radual decomposition of tbe slone, The arlist p('rhR)l1J 

IIblilldOl1l'd I,i. Olldt'rtllking, hUlIIg {t.ond tile rock not fllvourable to nwre mi/Jut~ 

eJu!cution • . Of Ihe: MntagoJli~l. ",hom it wa. PlO" ptollably inteuded that SHA' PV'R 

,hould _ lnUlsfi~ witb III, lan('e. the form dots 1I0t appear to hlu'e hecn ever Inced. 
aod oC bi. bone, the bead ouly I~IIU be di~cerned. inlalDl relief. Over Iile tablet which 

cOlltllin, the Peuilllll RiOOlrell's figore i. II s<!ulire of smaller ditnell8iolu (st-e 1'1. LX V) 

and uemingly adilpted for Iln inscriptlon; but I "oulJ not pt'tceiv{' 011 it tllt~ ve~tiges 
oJ .u), It!ttel'¥. My ,kelch comprehfond l , whd illde~d was acarct'ly worlh ddillelltioo. 

tbe Jioec.nd bone'~ held; it would otlJt'rwi~c bave Leen render"lI superfluous by Mr. 
l\lurier'. ~icellent drawing of 811" 'pv' It 'Ii figure, (r1i!.V. Vol. II. p. IOU). Thi~ sculp:< 

ture is it the di.tiiDce of about tive wilts LI~ltrly S, S. E. frow Te.4,'QJI .. " 
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cesll' I was ind uced on tbe Ii"t examilllltion to au.pect, al 

It,.i !,p~rstfllaTebeepflis capital; and.'Ii~rding to \'arlqlls 
, 

mantilcript record., he lVas sjatn in a batEle'near that city("'), 

But?ne see~ing inc!}ngruity Ilpposed itself .against my first 

conjcc!lW.e. Thederellf 4#' Al'tafianus (M n:-Il26) is ascribed 

brall w'r;t~r', Grecian. Rdman and Oriental, to Artaierxet, 
A , ~ . ~ 

called also "-rtnxares, or A" OAS.H l'It; and from the loosephra. 
' ~ '" .., . 

scolog.y of many Persiall hist6rians it might almost be infer-

• ....... _ •• , ••••••••••••••• _ .......... -. •••••••••• c . , 
(SlJ Tilt' MS. Tli"ik,\ CU:I(]lla inform~ liS that" An OASH I'R, ,'roc~ded tf) 6!!;ht with 

II .\R.OA\'A' ,"i und slew h:m aft~r 11.(' haitiI', iu the ,'kin i r), of flai. 'or a lilllf': otLtlll': 

"outside "fllmt city"). ~~ ~.)~ .... ;I ~ """:".J~\l;.I) ~'\J..MII .):-» ~~ , 
The slime t ~ nn" re"lwcti!;!! tl,(' ~rf'ne uf u('linn ~~ ~~ are ulled in tht' f\.bS l.ubb al 
TUliTi/." a!lll T(ll'/ kh !\" jJcI!Jk 11'/&(i'li. At'cordill;: 10 tfli'RlttlOr.O's &J~. Ru¥ut 

al,riiJ, the batlle W :1S roughl nil a plain nlled !loTnlllj ,in (I.:)\:--.rt~ ,.i:~); anil . 

10 we read in ~nl)sl co, .irs uf 'f ... 1\ II (s MS. ('.hn)lJicir, from which M .'RK lION Il al'cm! 

10 haYc Icarnl'll ,h" nail: :>; ~i~, l!ow(,Vl't, in one ('upy of K 11 ON IIEM I.' RS MS. Ill,bib 
al Stir is wriu('u l/o,-m!l:i'in (.:J~~~ \;s:-.:;), pruhalll:o' thro\l~llmi"ake. The "Iain 

we might lup~r con:wcted with lIormn~ iu {\i,·"l'/", ur wil ~1 R lill1 HorMu: in K/&u~ 

:idu71; uut 1111(:11 an associatio:1 CII!i scr.rc .. ly bl' u('u.tumo,d,atfoll 10 tbt dir~~:tion of 

A~DA.SHI'n S marl'hes; for ha\'ing subdued, 5:i)"S 'rAnltl, rll:!J,lY prinl'es in1he 51111tll 

Ill! srn' a mtssenger to AH DA \"" 'N, kill.': of J(u;il l tlll- proviaec in which n,ti i, ~j'".tle) 
cLalienging him 10 fi:;bt lit Ii cerluin lime I,ll tilt' "I"'in atu,vp menlillQl"'i1. fit! Itum 

auunced (rom P,lI-" and at IlJe plaee Itppoinlf'd ddeafi'd .4.RO"VA·N, Itfl~r whkh 

victllfy hl' procteded to llumaJ/ill: or,o.~ FIKDAUSI sa~' 5, r<,lume,1 1o P ,;"" II j, 

not by any OIeans probable that the I~arthiall monan·1I wtJuld ('ouseut lu mt'~" hii rival 

in I phlt'e so tlis'sut from rhe be.t or hi ~ OWl) immediate gClv~ruUl('nt a, Rlim Horm'l: 
ill :su,hllla, Of Ilormu.:;: in C .. rm'IUia. at Ibl' extrt'rnity of Pehia; lind that the b,,:I/t· wu 

foug "t nen Rat. Iii. (,lIlIilal, apPt'Rr, f'orn FIRIUUSI who ml'otion'! Ibe trOIlJl~ "IIJut 

city; (~..J ";J~ .,),!, .. ~ ~" fb j..!J j) ao,1 rt'JlresM .. h AROAIIHI'a II. ~oiltg imlne
lliatrly anl'r tht vi.:1o ,)o I" AR o.\v .\ .... ·s !lllllu,f··, iu which he remain .. ,1 on{ mlluth or 

., two uJOlllb,;" (al. J,J,'-_ b ... 'Y " 1.;;', ·\ 'I) ;)1111 tillm "the illu~tritJul h"ro dirt'ctecl 

.. bis cour~e (roru "ai to P.·,·" (~~~ -\.i ~J j '"""" "-""'..J~ I.J~). In" prect'rliott: lioe 

of the "'''6'' .6""l we 'e~rn thttl All tlAIHII ' H lill , \ \.(UIlt', when a child, to the court of 

kill: ARDAVA.'N at Rtii, (~r! .1,.!.. ,,)J.J) A':, .~~). 
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red that the ParthtaDMonarcp fell by his c~..9ueror" Sand. 

~ the crowD\eJ1resellted in thi.06culptur! the"'"", t'h~ 
'dress and figur.of .the personage wearijjg them, sO .;tiDI, ' 

indicated Sl,fA '~' s, that for a.moment.I ace us.,! the arlilt of 

having flattereol'hiift at the expens.14 hi~ father A.rtI4saI'Bo 

or of baving given to t~e father, hfs Man's fQrm a~d ;ttribllWs. 

But it 800D appeared to me., certain that the fi~ure 1(," 

SIlA' PV'R'S, whomsoever the' artist intended for hi, anta~ 

gonist("'); that prince, according to TABRI.Jed th7 var! of 

hi. father's army in a most memorable conflict of which, not 

im~robably. the scene was near this spot where IIOw)Ve behold 

the sculpture; and sl~v with his own hand DA 'R BENDA'D 

(~I"',~)J or DA'UllEND) the Vazlr and chief general of AnnA

V,"N. Yet I do not beliel'e that the monument~ of SHA'. 

1'U '" 's glory were designed to represent"bim engaged in per

sonal combat with any foe less illnstrious than ... overeign. 

One copy ofT ~ Bit l'S chronicle might be supposed to imply, 

that SIIA'pu'n actually slew AHDAVAJN; ngainst this state

ment, however, there is a multiplicity of manuscript author

ities, accoT(Jin~ to which the Parthian monarch was either 
k iI/cd by some unknown adver!ary in t.he promiscuous rout; 

.................................................. , 
(M) The R~" ,eulpture m"y bt re/l!:arded it5 one of Ihnse mt.Qumt>nh by whicb 

SH" 'PU' R •• j.>ed h. tJrrtJetullie. tbrnua:~.rio .. , region., luI' f~tl:lc of hi9 persunal valour. 
Ind of bit di~htllt cOIl4uC!.JJts; lIor dfk"S it ,eem nece~!ar)' 10 ~U"pUli(' Ibat thi, memoti .. t 
ceif'brlltrd It clolmbat l'uuRhl immediately on or Dr.ar th~ sW.t; his Irium~h o\'('r Vuleri.n, 
we IlIlvt-already JJf!eU cuQuQrm .... ritled in tbe Yicillity of Ctiuni" (Vol. I p. 28[,) Itl ;!! aC\ 
D"rllb&,nd ... Vol.1f . p.140 ); plilCf'S !lery di~ tint:l one from the othcr,aud Ixnbwidfl, 
~eJ~.u.lltc: (rom Ede.u,. llie rOld ,cene oflhat Romao ElDl'er{' :'. defeat. . 
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or by AnDJ.SHl'a himself; or at,his commanc\ifter the battle, 

aud' i.h~;'t>resence, by the ignoble hand of an e~ccutioner\"). 

We must. nOlv consult a rew IjQtices respecti~ Ruj found in . . 
Eastern geographical m'lfll,$cripts. The Sur 01 fM;lrldll (written 

in the tenth cl"lItury) oescri bto it as more abundantly supplied 

with the necessarie. and luxur~ of life than any ollwr city 

hct\~cen 1,.61. and Khm,us(lII. 'From Uaghdlld eastward nOlle 

exceeded it in .. ze, except NlshdjJur; but Rai was better . 
peopled; it occupied a s'l uarc of one far.ang alld a half, the 

hous~s beiJ,lg ~nostly constructed of cIay; sume of brick and 

................................................... 
(Il) Many Pershm hhlori;ln!\ OIf'n·, ., " .. I'IIt' th.t AR1HVA'N WI'I8 d4:'fl'1Ih~(1 in I,alll(' by 

Ann"f.II) R,lIncl sillin: thlli 111'.11.4 Vi ~lIY§ . .)/ -.''b 'i.,..:.>K~ r.:'J) nRI\'A 'Klrrt 

... '} --~J.\. MI'R" liON D .).., J.i.i.~ I':}'''';}' S" 'n I'. K InA H A'fII, .).j '..oj ..... I.:li} '.;,1 lind 

~ ,)1,..);'- B,U;:HTA'Vf.t<. Ktu.' ro ~a'f~lhat '\RllAV ",'N .,).!. ~ roJ ... l~r.;J· 
111.11 T A Ii fll rdate~ 1 "\it ,\ It n A S Ii " R ha\' ing IIUr,u,..1 snd i'VCft;,kcu .<\ It 0,\ v"' " ..... l>lt,W 

him; then ali!!;hted from his hor.\e and d .. slll'd '.lui thp (alt .. n mUII'reli', Lrain'! with 
hi, g'Uf·~th (~J.i) IIr wacl:', If .~ one MS , rpllll .. ,; I'T a< 8uurhN. h, kickiug him with (mlh 

f~et on thl' ht'ad, .,)..-e\ ',;.'!.r.~ r )1 I.,.t:.;...tJ ~~-'''' .. ~ .J)~ ..Jr ./ .l..C J' That 
Jdrf' :\lS . rhl' ItlujllUl al "l'u ih·fI,h dt'~cl'locs ARIJA S 'II'K ' (;UlHi tJd as :.tiU mur~ It;:"r· 

LaWli S; for" " ·heD in lo .. tlle II£' h'ld kUh·" -\RUAV,, ','" wilh his "WII hand, hedrauk o f 

Iii, blood, anJ trampltd nn hi, 1It"l'k, ha.\·in,r crtl~hl',1 hi) head wilh blu~" ," 

v-::-~"~ j. ! "'~:"f;;:! ...;-',.,.. Yr )..lii ..,;..-tiJ ~~ ....::-... ~ i))' fl-~.J} ~~ , 
oj} ...:;....~ ~ v-r ~, / ~ ~\.~~ 

fiR DA usr i1olu.'''er iuf"rm~ liS fhal, oVi'rwlwlmcd wi! II it ~11< ' \I " "1 of .nov:" ,\ R It" V .... "M 
u·'as Sf';)':('ll h.". w· ... rr ur n .. nlt'd K H I': /I .... ' jJ 0/' K III~ It .\ ' :\-I, a, in Ollr ("'P." ,,' [hr ',I,, ;), 

.N,;m~h. (rt, .J~ ~~ ~ ~,~ ) , /lui! led ci!pli~'f' 1."('11',, '\HO"s HI'II, (v:. ~ 
... -::'-' ..;.~/. -.::f .. ~ \f~)' \I:hll rumlllltilded In UNuliollcr (J!-~ .JJ' .\..:. .)~;"'~J~) 
II> cut him ill :"'0 .flhe wa;~ t with his ~lra"jllt· or IUlig knif .. : \J ~ . ..,.~~ -'~) 
I shall 1101 hue f'ndt'i\VHlr 10 ret"'''m",le these 8C(' j,Ullh Wllb ttl!' ApTtI /3a,"ov flU u"cu, 

I'll TI," {)U6/'AfCl Ilf A~a'h;as. (Lib. 11.) IIl1r tbe {t7rO~'T(tV"1 o( 1lf'l'od iilll, (LiL. Vl.) nor 

~\ itb \,uat 0111\'1' writen . G reek and Latiu, IlIlV t recorded (.:LI tuh lubject. 
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mortar; in another passage ~isMpur itself i~not ~xcepted; 

for we read that" irom [,.ttk to the eastern extremify ofJ.I4"" 

. "or the regions inhabited hy Muselmall., there is not any city 

"larger or lIIor~ opulent and ·flourisl'ling than Rai." 
, . 

) ..,.....;, ~ , ,l;Y"" ..f.;''"- .<" J":'" '-'» rLI t..;y!o ;:'I,\; Jir) , 
1::. ' 

"'-'i'i ...;.;) )5.;j> ,;'-!-! .:JI J.>I "'-,.,.;;, JI.. 
But even then the greater pbrtion of Ra; was ill a · sta~ of 

ruin; ",--I,"",/-.r!- )j:-.!-!. The remainder of this description 

so nearly agrees with En" II.uKAL·s words .that a reference 

to the printed" Oriental Grography" (I" 176) of tha.t traveller 

will here suffice. It may be observed that the ~lS. Sura! be/ddll 

adds snme titles of pious ltJuscimljllS entombed at Rai; a cir

cumstance which I should not have noticed. but that among 

them is enumerated Ann Al, AAZl'M, the saint bd()fc men

tioned (p. lUI) whose monument is held in superstitious vc. 

neralion, aml occupies what a Persian Oll the spot 3s3urcd lilt! 

was trauitionaJly regarded as the rcry centre of the ancient 

('it)'; wbile this holy personage':; name is now, almostcxcllt

si\rclYt bestoweu 011 all that remains inhahited of lUw,ffs, 
,~ 

Rugeia or J{ai. 

~uch was the state of thi, vC" 2r.lbl~ ""pital in the tenth 

century of our era, and the nineteenth or twentieth from ihe 

date of its foundation, accdrding to Per!Sinrl geographer", who 

relate that it was til'st built by king IIU'~lIA!\G eight or nine 

ll11ndrcd years before Christ. In the MS. Alha,. al bdad, or 

Seir at &cldd lClim.1V) an accouut of Roi is girClI by Z ,ICA It l\ 
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,vho lived in the thirteenth century. · He mention. H V'sHANC 

as-its f~under; but adds that some have •• cribed its origin to 

R"z C;~) the SOli ufKnuRAu'N; hence a person oftl1io place 

is denolllinated Bu.; ....,'/"). Tbe adjoining mountain con

tains IIlines of gold, a. report slates, but the profit of wurk

ing them was nut equivalentto the trouhle and expense ; this 

mountain,called Tabm'rak (-5,,;3) is a naked rock without any 

v~rdul'e. 'l'heiuhuuil.ants ot Ral, suys Z .~CAU[A, construct 

their houses so tbat the entrances should be extremely COIl

tracted, dark and diflicult; for numerous bodies ofttoo!'s are 

constantly passing through tbis great city 011 their march to 

different provinces; if hostile they proceed at Once in search 

of plunder; and e.en if soldien of the frielldly side, they rush 

into houses and commit viulent acts of insolence and outrage. 

In the wells at Raj, precious jewels and pieces of gold coin 

are frequently discovered; the remain. of treasures formerly 

buried\3'); for this city has alway. been the residence of power-

................................................... 
(Sf) ..l tradition noliei'd in the dilliolJllry' nllrlfli. Ktitto (unlier '-tf) ... igo! the 

origin (J( fhis cit, 10 two ro)'al brothers, RA I and itA '2; L,·!w ..... 1 whom II "'.5 u,L:rc\'d 

Ib.t tile plact' s/loul.1 b,.a, Ihl'! lIalln~ uf oQe, HUU an inh.bihu.L1 of it btl callrd RA',U. 

io cl)wmemuratioo of the olb.,.. 

(") Tbe MS. d~tion.1)' Jt"6,,€iri (in th~ word ~j labatll) I"f'tatel that. poor 
JUan who re,irh-d at Rui iu It houu' ulleod Z4r4lftt,., drt'cttJIed "at' weIll thai ~e lhould 

find a .' ...... ute at D .. 1n4l,cul> j he iWOlt"dialeJy WI"1I1 to ib"t (·it .... lind waQdcred about 

for. cotbidp.f"ble time j ut It-ne1h It I"'U!)U inquired flh hu~JUf'u tbere; amt bnilll 

;Icard uf the drt'am. lw,ICIID Itt Illugb lIud .aid, lillao many yeau ago drt'llPlt"d tb.t a 

trea~ure .a\ c(#ucealed iu II '.:etle;n bOIJM! &1 Hili callt'd Z.JaatP •• but I placed uo filii" 
ift nell. iDtimlitioDI; the poor Ri:i immediately returueti, dug tip I~ INund in ... " 
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ful monarchs; and in the year 6u. (A. D. 1217) some pits 

were opened which contained extraordinary dinars (~J~~) 

or golden coins, but of whllt ancient lovereigns could nol be 

ascertained. This city has been repeatedly destroyed by 

war("'). It abounded with mulberries, fig. and grapes, and 

yielded a kind of clay, exceedingly soft and pleasant, used in 

washing the head; ("",L -..,\1" ..,..,\, .)J , ":"..J!'.J'" ",\~ .$ J$); and 

sent as a rarity to other places. The cOlllo·makers of Ra; 

excelled in .their useful art; a particular sort of wood brought 

from Tabris/,)" furnished them ",ith materials. Two rtligiOlls 

parties, both Mft"e/Illall, fJlIed the city with discord; and 

sometimes quarrelled even to bloodshed. 

The geogl'apher IIHIDALLAH relates that Irak Aajem 

comprised furty citir:s and towns; four being preeminent; 

Is/;/hulI, Hall/udft", K1II1l and Rlli. In praise of these he 

quotes some "erses, concluding with an assertion that llai -.•.... -.................................... ~.-... , 
bouse, aDri (olMld so mul'll cold IIllIt hf' bl"cllmf' 1m opull"uf tili l'en . ASH: nl C,.s~l 
• poet of ·lht' rll:\'ellll! c:elllur~. tl,", aJlud~. In fhi. anectlote' f I aw goiug (or a -'re~.ure 
"(rum Rlliln D~,1I1.: lilit' tli,. pr"lIrietur of 7,1111,116" ," 

~) ~\. J~ ('to:!- ~.J f..jJ-# ~.J'\-! ~)) ~. 

(") (~ .s,j".!$ y~;. )'! ~ ~~ ~') RllhI,i nf'njamiQ of Tudela. who 

fttlU ri~ht"lt·dh.IUI 1100, 1.11 CI II' Ut)' "'('forf' Z At.: 1\ n 1" I, and "hited ",sia, iuforma Ull that 
.. Ii. now alu,ul fine"n yeltr!! :.ince tlu') (the 1.I0rtlu~rll TUlk., or perl~JI' Culmlle., 
C'ullf'rlf'd II raual p",werrul ;.rmy. aad coming iuto Pf'nia luok Ibe gnal cily R.i, whicb 

ahey smulr ",itl. Uaf' ed,e or Ihe ,word, lind utterJy de:.troyed, aDd cArried back lbe 

.poi: tber,ofwith theN ,lu ,It,,;, dt'serts," (Gerno.', !raadalioa of Rabbi Bellj .... •• 

Tnv~h, p. 130, Load, 17U4). 
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"'85 once unequalled throughout the whole world. A 

1Il/IIIm (,)AY) or district was denominated after it, ond in this 

says he, there was not, formerly, any other city, but now (in 

the 14th century) R'aj is ruined alHl Vaolllin (."...,-,,) repre

sent. it as the chief town. Raj has heen styled ii'o", its aDti

<Juity the Sheikh tIl be/ad (J'.4l' t~) the venerable cider, or 

parent of cities ; its air is warm, confined on the north side, 

aud very)mpure; the water also is unwholesome; and the 

place has beca afflicted with the plague. R ai was founded 

by the prophet Se th , augmen tcd by king /lV ' sIIAN G, and 

repaired by Jlh ·NU'C Il~IIH.. It was ruined, and a o'ui n re-o 

built; and became a city of great importance; in circlIUl -

li.;rei1cc its ram parts c:~tcuJ 1 weh,c thouland paces. " Tn 

.; R ai uclon g m:wy t tH\'ns and te rritories; such as Slwhrydrt 

.. Sa.·ekh-beluglt, the district of GMr and of l ''c' 'h,ibuitlh, and 

.. S lwhnolll. an d Sir.,.kcrr"h; all places well inhabited and 

. . tlourj~hing; lludil){J,. of K fSJ'aH also appertains to R.a j ; in 

H the lime of Ghfudlt Khri1t it was attached to /lus/amdur . 

•. The work ellti tied .11 "'Ijem ill be/tlltll desc ri bes R ai '\s so ex tell

H sive and populolllJ during the rei~n of BAH itA ' l\t G u J R,lhat it 

" was connected with I~rull(jll by tue meeting ofthcir res p~c~ 

-"-live gardcns"C~)). lLuIDAI. LAII, after some partirulars of 

...................... ~ ..................... ~ ... . 

.,... ~ , p~ i,l~ , h ;:. J,:. 0)0 """", ; J )~, .If':', ~l, .J)~ J ( " ) 

j" .)~ ),.,~') , J, ",L~' ,~,.. •• M; r:/ 'Y-- , t\;"" , "'i.:.i ~'I, , )11. 
'M\ C)'#I ~~I4A .) ') ...::.-j .. / j.w7! ~ I;)t: .:)) ';' ¥ .).J , 10.:.-\ -./) t:!'".i ) 
"'11 J.j"".~:l'! if! I,;)~\ , ~)I;)l.;....i:,\~ ~'>2. ,",,1~4\ t,;)' j.~)~ r~: ~"""j J' o.,!.; IS 
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little interrst, notices the two streams which supplied Rai 
. 

with water; one on the western side from the district-<Jf 

'l'a7lgjelt (...j.:.:; ); the other running northward of the caslle; 

he stales tllUtthe inhabitants were a wine drinking, worthle •• 

and faithless race; thinking cOlltemptuously of all but them

selves; at length the population decayed, and during the 

}\fogbu\ invasiun Rai was cOlllpletely ruined (...:. "'-";>.ji!); 

he adds, however, that under GUA'ZA'N KUA'N it was partly 

rebuilt ·and repeopled. ,. 

I sball next sdect some passages from lhe account of Rai, 

gil'en hy A M I ' N All M ED, surnamed Rd:i (being a native of that 

city) in hi. MS. ll"ji Aldim "r "Seven Climates." lla"ing 

noticed different reports concerning it. f(lUndation by RA ·z. 

]J U':;HANG and SETH, he ~nllmerates as existing at Rai in 

the lillie of At ·l\IAHAJH IHt.I" Hi, colleges and schools, 

6,400; bat.hs, 1,3GO; 11I0"lllC5, 4(i,400; water mills, 1,200; 

car~1\'nnscras, 12 1700; milla7'fll$J (steeples or towers), 15,055; 

ice·}lOuses, 450; conots or ,ubterraneous conduits of water, 

13,091; besides Ti"PTS and other stream.; the mchil/"/Is (.c,..) 

or dislricts of th~ city were 9G; eacb containing 4G kftcllehs 

(~j) , and in each kuchch were 40,000 houses, besides 1,000 

mosques; in each mo!quc were 1,000 lamps, of gold, e,ilver, 

... -....................... ~ .. -.....••.•..•.••.••..• 
("IS. r..: .. !hat q!-"rulub. Gf'ogr . .!lit'('t dl 2). To confirm this m~)3 t f':XlrllVltgant 
It li ltult'lIl rt'sll"(ljo~ 11Il' (')'!I'II! !If RII; iu 8A-liRA-'M I litnt', our Iluthor llJi;:bt b~"e 
"lu(,Ikolht' \"(,Ul"S vf Nlz~ · ',,,. 1iI1IfO:tdy }l rir.t C' d, in this Volume, p. llf.. 
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01' other valuable matet'inls; and these were lighted every 

night. Of inhahited houses" the aggregate number amount. 

"cd tocight thousand thousand three hUlldreJ alld ninety-six." 

...;..; .. ',; ~ t'l- ~ .;.:. J Jj J ~ J )~.;if')~ ..::-.:.. .... ~\,;. ~. J 

Ourauthornotices the frequent depopulation and ruin of this .. 
city by the sword and by earthquakes, (.o.!o .)".;, "j) J ~1.oJ.'i;;':' ,,}) 

and its restoration and fluurishing stale ';!Iltil the time of 

CHENGI'Z.KIlA'N "when seven hllndred thousand respect

.. able persons suffered ma~t)'rdum there'JIO), He then cele

brates the fertility of soil, alld luxuriant crops, and admirable 

fru;t with which God has till'UlIred the lalld of Ra;; but he 

abstains from further praises, fearing tile charge of partiality 

towards his native city; hut a. good and evil may be found 

ill all places, fle acknowledges that the air and water of Ra; 

were not reckoned salubrious; and thal feverish agues pre

railed there, but in a slight degree; he quotes some verses of 

~lfA 'K,\N I, and an anecdote relative to the unwholesomeness 

of Rai, borrowed from II HID AI. LA II; and he defends the 

character of his compatriot. from the accusation. of that 

geographer and of others; and he concludes by informiffg us 

that hi. birth place baving never recovered from the ruinous 

............ _ .................................... .. 
( .. ) .l.i1 I~.J ,.;:).)~!. ~)~. )~\ ~I... ('Jyt j\ jJ )!i' ~ The author 

p1Dbltbly eUt';:t"faw~ It DHUI .. acre \\. hicll dtJ.ri,,·.J /lai .,f htll( itt iuJ ... bilalit. ill 'be year 
12111, wbelllbe dr, wall delivctt'd up to CIt£NGfz KHA'''''S gf'nrt'llll,y fhe Wje't 
aed; ilnli be put to deatb .hDo!>t ("ery persoD pro(euiog Uu: HII"~ ducbiM, reprdcd. 
'Y tbe other plllt)' 81 beretic:lll. 
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, visitation of Cn ENG"Z KI! A'S', army, if,; rank as chief seat of 

govern went, had been divided between TeI",i", and Veramill. 

M ,'RZA' SA'LEn in his brief MS, Journal, confesses that 

respecting the population of Jlai much "has been said and 

.. written no~ whollJ free from the marvellous style; this place 

.. wa.' frequently thinned of its people by massacres and 

.. overwhelmed bx. earthquakes, and became a scene of de

.. solation, although it once contained sixty thouSOVld thuu, 

.. and, six hundred ~lld ninety-six inhabited house8"\"). 

But for allowing to this city a very ancient origin, the gco

graphers can aduuce most respectahle authority. TABU 

illiorms us that killgJEMSl!l'D having /led from the usurper 

ZOIJA 'K wascon cealcd at Rai; where also king: 1ft'NU 'CHEIlR 

was burn, as we 1earn from the same historian; these circum

stances refer us to the eighth century before Chri,t. In the 

se,'enth we find AFHA'",,'B wilh lois Scythian or Turanian 

warriors invading Persia; and of various memorable tran

sactions that occurreu at this time, the scene is laid by FI n

DA'ust-at or ncar Hili. }" this city AI" H .. '.IA'S triumphant 

fir. t assumed the illlperial cruwn of Persia (ol,;.lr. ..t~ oill') 

as that poet says; and there he put to death hi. brother 

..........•...•......... ~ ........................ . 
• 

",-,!,IJ' ""--!' .;;y) J\i.. ,$.,;1 wi' J wt 4'.,.. Y.l .,<0', 1, e') 
~)J Jo.., ~.:. J j~ J~ ~ ,;.t.. Y~":' .t..~j J rl; J.i.i.! ). d.~ ~J:' .. ;'" 

':;";'\0 ",J-. ... \i.. .;. ~J 
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IOIIRI'RETII ( .... /.;1) who had set at liberty SOme illustrious 

J'ersian captives, as we read in the 1\18. Jamiaa at heka!Jat. 

The works of F.A4'.LALL.lIJ CAZVl'Nl J
, 1\ll'nKltOND, his son 

KUON DEMl"n, SA"UEK ISfAH .\'N I and other historian. make 

frequent mention of Ra; in the accounts of this period." To 
trace through a long succession of ages all the events for which 

it has been remarkable would dilate this chapter to a dispro

portionate extent. It must, bowever, be observed, that of 

Alexander's vi.it to Rhagel (commemorated by a Greek 

writer quoted in p. 176) tbe Persians have an allcient tradition, 

rendered imperisbable by their famous poet N I ZA'm, who 

ill the twelfth century composed his extraordinary Secand." 

1IlImc!, or histJI"}' of the Macedonian conqueror, 

Some of the preceding pages have shown thatwhetherdeno

minated Arsacia, Europus, Hageiaor Ra;, this city \Vasa favour .. 

ite residence of the Parthian king., and may have beeit con

sidered 85 their capital. I1~re, according to T A Bnl (the 

oldest Persian historian whom J can (l'lOte), ASIIA K, (J.:.\) 

or A"aces, a descendant from Darius, collected an army, 

and assisted by those petty princes (above mentioned p" 

179, note 28), wbo hud started into power on the death of 

Alexander, turned his arms successfully against ANT A R IlASH 

(~I) or Antiochus; and (about 256 years before Christ) 

was acknowledged hy his numerous coadjutors, as their chief 

or sovereign, although each retained, independently, bis ter

ritory and power witb the Litle and semblance of royalty 
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This recognition of supremacy justified the Parthian mon

archs in assuming or reviving the lofty title" king of kings," 

which appears on pieces of money stamped for the Mace

donian colonies of their empire, with Greek inscriptions, 

many being coined at Aroaeia or Rai; from the mint of which 

city probably issued other pieces, better adapted, ill their 

legenus and symbolical devices, to circulate among the Per

sians; there are now in my collection some silver coins of 

this da .. found near the ruins of Rai whilst I resided in their 

\. ici Ili t y l"). 

An extraordinary nUlllism~tieal anecdote i. involved in the 

history of thi s place alld of a celebrated hero whom it pro

d tlced; nA II II A ' M (r'r.~), called on account of _his surprising 

strength, illH.J the upright.ne.ss and dJ:'lness (or hflrdne~s) of his 

person, clLllbiu (~.,!~), as if" formed of wood." He was de

I ~celldcd, s3)'sTA nH 1 "Irollllhe To)'al princes and chiefs of HaiJ 

"and 110 man oj' IJi s 0",,'11 time surpassed him in valour." The 

important sen'ices , .... hich as a gelleraJ, he had rendered 

................................................... 
( It) See two (Jf tbt'5C coins noticed in Vol. I. pp. 117, 20f •• 430; and d('lineat ed in tilt: 

Misc. PI, IlilS . 3 ;, alltl 30. T,,'o bronze cui liS, IlI.o of this c1a~5, fru ;\) otlit'r (·ollectionl. 

I h"ye ('nd .. u"urerl to t·xpt:.iu in a lillll' e~5ay before qnoted, .. Ouu'rnti"li"! on ,\ome 

.. IIIl'dllls and J(('III .~.·· &c (Sect . VII ). Rf'~Pt'l· tillg 1111' ArsacidilD coins bea ring Gttf'k 

,,·t:t:ell.Jli. JIt'\IIAfJ1I llAIIAEn:"o:. "kin:; t)fkill;:~," &c. See V .. illuul's ".'\ru.cidilrum 
•• hUpi'riuUI aive Ht'gmu P 'Irt/lOrum Ili~t.,ria ad tjdt'IQ nUUlismatuUI accommoollta," 

&.:c. JII ~16.\i":l: tiu,' the Parthiall ",uo;uclia revived d loft)" title, 1 am Ilulhurized by 
81(abo llib. X V J. \\hu, de~crjhiHI{ tht' tomb of Cyrus, iuforms u! tlia( according to 

Onl'IIicritu5, it nhihitt·tl,.two iD~ctipl ' "ns, 00(' Greek the other Peniu,; both liignif,inc 

.. I, Cyrus, the kiug of kin". lie here ;" E,, ':uS· €yIM Hlfll:U .,.. ll po.t {3afllA.'lJf {3uflt~I,tI". 
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(in the sixth century of our ~ra) to his so\'ereign nnR >If:Z (or 

Burmizdas) having heeu requited hy insult, ev~ry soldier of 

his army tCit and resented the i,ijusticr, and renounced their 

allegiance to the king, who resolved tu send again!t them his son 

KUUSRAU (surnamed PARVI'Z or A.Anv,'z). But the wily 

BAl' RA'", contrived to set the prince at variance with his father; 

for having caused tO 'be coined at I1ai a n hundred thousand 

dirern, (r.r') or pieces of silver money, hearing the image and 

superscription of KH USRA u, he gave them to some merchants, 

that they might be circulated at J{a<iairn (or Ctcsipholl) whcre 

HORMUZ then resided, declaring that they had been struck 

by order of the young prince. This circumstance excited 

"iole"tly the rage of HOR M U z; as among royal privileges 

the right of coinage was guarded with most vigilant j ealousy ; 

and his son, although innocen t, fled into A:erbaij6rt;'and there 

look rcfuge in the great Fire-Temple, The money struck 

l,y II. unA'" is very particularly described in some c<'pie, 

IlfTA nUl's cTlronicle. Two, of the foul' which I possess, ('ou

tain thcj()lIowingpassagc; "and DAHRA'Mcommanded that an 

" IJUn ured thousand direms shoul.! be coined at Roi, stamped 

" with the figure of PA R v, 'z; and in the time of the ancient 

.. Persian kings, it was usual to in.cribe on one aide of a dirtm, 

"the king'sname; asnow,(amongMohammedans) the name of 

"God, or of the prophet, is written on one side; and on the 
, . 

"other, the title of tbe Khalifah or prince of the country; 

" thus, among the beathen Persians, both filces of a COiD ex

"hibited the king'$ resemblance; ODe representing him seated 
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"on a throne, with thc crown on his head ; and he appeared 

ff on the ollier, mounteu un horseba(;k. holding a. spear jn his 

"hand"("). I'rotn the first sentence of a chapter relating 

the history of nAil RA'M, we are justified in ascribing this 

passage, not to T A UK I hi~lself, but to the learned Va:ir, nearly 

contemporary, by whom his chronicle was, fortunately, trans

Jated into Persian, the original Arabick being now supposed 

to exist only in fragments(") ; yl't the description, although 

seemingly very accurate. is in my opinion extremcly doubt

ful; as no coins of the Sassanian family hove hitherto been 

discovered to which we can by any means apply it. 'l'ew 

..... _ ........... _ ....... _ ................ _ ..... . 
, .. ,.j \~\.1 J..il1g.~J "';''j! t.t>JlJ> .... J"';\ ..;)! ~ ",-oj.> ) ( 13) 

..!:,I;,", .,,~oj Jl.. t~ t.t> -I'J J!.,I.! -.'"J' ,)~ ~~J ~'" ~),l. ~" 
)'" J~,~ t~ ./!.", ."b;. r~ "')'"~.1 , ""-!j rl• r.t> ."".1 ",,;>\ 

~jI.,,~'oJ' ..;;.,:,~, 1)....>1... rr -I"," ,'" ~~ ""-'J',r;..) p C,\) ~ r\,; 
...,..~\ j. JL. w} J~ } ) 'J~ ~)! "Ii , .;...:.; ",-iOJ r. JI.. w j. 
]I.1S. 'FMrikh i Tab,.i. ~} I....;-'~ !! .... +i , ~ 
Tll is (,flinlll~e of silver money in the Jlrinf'~'1 IInmf', whilt' Ili~ falllt.'r was ~Ii f l li\'in!::'. i~ 

Il".icl'd hy NIU'M I, <..t.?l. ('1.;;. ..l) d.._ \)i))) ill his pl)cm OIl tbe ,tur1 of KJI USR"U 

alltl SHI'RI ' N, 

( .. ) The clmpt tr to wbich an IIlIusioD is her. mlldt', bf!ginJ thu~; .. 8nn MOH" rot M F. [) 

"II>N' JAltJ'R (~ urn.mcd 1 'ADRJ) bu Dot dt!lailf'd the ('ntlfl' histury of HARkA'M, 

.. CUV ' D"N; but I bue rl)und it comptefr ly written in the chronicll" uf tbe 11Ilci('nl 

.. PeuillDs, aDd ~h1tll bl're relate it ... cordin/otly." 

~. j.,.,\ ... ,/~ ""') ~"'-'-\ .;m t W d!~ rl,i! ~~.J'''C of. ......,.. , 

t~h r>.i~ rW 
NUlDerou •• dditioD' or thi' kind which oC'('ur in "rioll' parh of Ihe work. give consi
derablt: nlue tl) tbe Penin Ir.llalarioD of T A 8 R I'. chronide; yet a perft'ct ('opy DC 

'he t\Nbick ori~io.l would Ltc • most important ac'lui.ilioa. BA. tI.RA'W is. called . 
'VNamus by our hi.toriaru. 
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Mohammedans, perhaps few Asiatick., have ever devoted 

their attention to the minute ramifications of antiq uarian re

search; and I think that this palSal(e betrays a confusion of 

different medal. belonging to the earlier dynasties. There i., 

however, a certain class of Peraiao dirtms mo"e common than 

any other and very rudely executed, on one side exhibiting 

the head and name of KH U S8 ,\ u, (if many years ago in the 

Essay entitled H Observations on s:)me l\{edals and Gems, 

"&c. Sect. V J ;" 1 deciphered their inscriptions rightly); and 

on the reverse a fire-altar with t\,,·o human figures as supporters; 

the device generally adopted by his ancestors. Several of 

these dil'ttlls, procured in "arious towns of Persia. are now 

before me; and it i. possible that one of two, (see PI. LlX, 

figs. I and 2) found near lJaghddd (not far from C/<Iipholl or 

1I1adaiell), and representing KII USR A U as a youllgman, was 

among the hundred thousand spurious pieces struck at Rai; 

although it i. probable that, a~ tbe prince ascended hi. 

father's throne SOOIl atier, he would be delineated with an 

appearance equally juvenile, on his own legitimate cuin. 

I return from this digre,"ion to observe, that /lai produced 

before the Arabian conquest, as we rna] reasoMbly believe 

(for it was long a royal residence) many celebrated kings and 

warriors besides M'NUCH£H£R and BAlla,\'M, above 'men

tioned; and among several districts in Persia claiming the 

honour of Z£RA'1tSIIT'S or Zoroaster', birth, (more num~-
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rousthan those which in Greece contended for Homer'.) Rai 

lupport. its pretensions on no feeble authority("'). 

Even in the degenerate herd of it. Muse/mall citizens, some 

ingenious men have al)peared whose names d~serve a more 

particular nolice than the extent or nature of this work will 

allow me to bestow; lawyers,poets, alchymi.ts, astronomers, 

and physicians. I omit the whole mob of its Mohammedan 

saints, as they contributed little to the promotion either of 

literature or of science. 

Thi. place and its inhabitants have been by various writers 

made the suhject of encomium and of satire, in prose and 

verse. The Divdll of KUA'KA'NI (composed in the twelfth 

century) alludes to them very frequently; and cont"ins one 

poem of more than twenty couplets, each ending with the 

name of this city. But the ancient celebrity of Rai has in

duced mt' to protract this chapter tar beyond the limits ori

ginally prescribed . 

................................................... 
(U) A.uqut>til du Perrlln deoclau. that ., tWl'lify dilfett'nt places cOIIIC'urled fur this 

"glory;" "vingt f'ndtoib difl"rt'n, st'di8pute;nl n 'lle ~J,)If"."{Vledl' Zuroltstre.I)'~, 

in Zf.nduf'lIta Tomt' 1. part. 2de }. .. Z Ii RA 'TVSH'f .. as born, ae(~ordill~ fo l\JuHSA N • 

.. in Ib~ di~lrid of UBi;' -"Ih" rifu.1 inlrodut'cd by ZI!R.~ 'Tv,nT a IIIU;Y('! ul Rqi in 

.. P~nia." S~~ Sir WilihuD Jont:t':! fiflh and .i!l:lb !lIIliivt'rnry di'('IHInh in the A:lialid, 

Rl'se.rcbtt. MOHSAN. wLaym b~ qUtll~5, (Jutllllmf!d FA'NI J ',; Ih~ cvant'sc('n! or 

p"riJh;,ble) i. I!'Dt-nlly rt'prded a~ aulhor of thd nlr.ordinArY work the Dabi,(a"r, 

(~~~), printed in tbe oriciull P.:rslltoD tome ),ean ago at Calcutt •. 



CHAPTER XVII • 

. , 

E,rclirsion to the Caspian Sea, through the province of Milze1I

derlill; alld ,eturn to Tehran. 

THE narrative of my tra,·cI. must now be resumed; and 

I shall describe the particula" of a journey from Tehran 

to the Caspian Sea. This was performed in tbe months of 

February and March, 1812, when I pasoed through Hru:kfth 

and the forests of lIyrcania, to Sari, once the capttal of that 

pfovince and called by Arrian Zadracarla ; thence to A'mlll, an 

ancient city of tbe Tabri or Tabari , a people whom we find 

mentioned by the Greek and Latin writers ullder the name 

of T.~p .. and Tapy,·j; and returnell to Tehra" by a road as 

different from that by which I had gone, as the season and 

local circumstances would ' admit. One molive for under

taki~g this expedition was to PIocure for the Ambassador 

some information relative to certain matters connect(.d with 

the objectf of bis mis.ion; anolher was the prosecution oC 

my own geographical and antiquarian · researches. The 

JJ chm411d8r appoi~ted to accompany me on this occasion 
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:"'3,' ~h 'nZA ' S., 'J)EK (J~1... Ijr.ol, 3 young man of excellent 

chal'a(·tr r,"ery pleasillg manuers,and highly respectable rank; 

J.i. lather beillg r/l, i r to the prince MOil A MM ED K V LI M J 'RZA' 

(~;"""I.}' ; .......... ) who .governs Mlnelld,rtf" (",J.>i},.) the province 

t r. r<lugh "hid, I had long desired to travel. With him was 

associated in the appointment of Mehm{lIIdal', a king'. officer 

named M U' LA' AnnA's ("",u. I,..), who, although :advanced 

in years beyond the meridian of life, retained all the vivacity 

of youth; he was e~trernely facetious, yet regarded as a person 

of considerable sanctity; perfectly conversant with the Korall 

and (as the title Mula generally signifies in Persia) capable 

of reading and speaking the original language of that, sacred 

volume. Dut he "os.essed an accomplishment that promised 

to be, at least on this excursion, much more useful; a know

ledge of the dialect mo.t common in 1I1,izfTldc l'!i ll; this 

country he had before visited and was acquainted with ma,.y 

of the principal inhabitant. of its dilfcrent towns, 

On the 19th of February, I set out ahout {en o'clock, and 

joined M"IIU ' SA ' DEK and MU'l.A ' AnDA's nea1'lhe city gate 

called Dervazc/i·Shft/i·Abd al AIl : im, the road throllgh it 

leading directly to that place, ,.4Iich, as the last chapter has 

shown, i. the only people~ remnant <if ancient Rlli. lI.fy 

scrvan .. were three in nurnhcr, be~iJes a mulptecr; "and· 

nearly as many attended each uf IlI.V two compani..,s; so that 

our party c'Jllsistcd altogelher ofltJU:teen meu 9 ~mong Wh01ll. 

$C"eral were well ar,ne.!. and. '!a. 011 mt journey fr'*l .s~ItiI,~ 
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to Dfmibgird) I was the only European. For the direction 

of our march not only dl1ring this first stage, but also 

throughout the remainder of our expedition, my reader is, 

generally, referred to the map; constructed faithfully from 

,the sketches and notcs which I made ea.ch day as we rode 
• 

,liong by means of a watch and pocket-compass; and accu-

r .. tely copied every night at the halting-place, adding such 

authentick information as could be obtained from nati,'es. 

1 Ll\'ing passed through the gate before mentioned, we 

l)fo~eedcd nearly two wiles and a half, to the ,'illagc of 

DMd/;; alHI adrancillg almost as much farther, passed the 

ruiueu ca:; tlc of Rai, leon·jug it about a mile from us, on the 

right('). Half an hour after, or when two farsangs frolll Tcft

"un , we ascended a slight eminence, and enjoyed an cxtensire 

,'iew over the Saltra (I;-) 01' plain, comprising variou.s districts 

-,fhieh constitute the be/uk,,! (<.:.>'91) of V.ramill (.",..I;A and at ....• -.... _.-................. -....... -....... _ ..... . 
(') It is rro"abl~ Ihal !hi:; ,-iIIage, Dfi/ab (Y~J'J), ollce forOJrd Plut or the grf':lt 

m.tropolis fl.;: Lut nearly ei~hl hUlJdr~d yellh ago if was regarded liS distinct from 
Ihat ci ly. n ... IH.U: ' .... informs us Illat ~-hen the 1"'-0 .Emir., MAUOVD and MAU-
1\ t; 'p "arrh'ed at na;,l\J"HM V·D halted al Du/ab. on the road leading to Tab-n.tall, 
., near the city (of llll; )." 

".:. ~J) C)!:;"')- .~ .r. .... 1 0,; y l)"i ""...... r.-I "';~J '<fj. ~ , 
This circunl~tallce llIay be dated A. H. 41" A. D. 1024. See the ;\ls. T4rikl or 

"hronicle of Anu' ,:, FoUL MOHAM~tBD tBlII AL BUIEIN ~'..r.~ j.Qa!!Y.' 
surnamed BA.!HAn:l (~~) from n ... IHAK (~) II; district of Kluu-u4". 
His work is rare alld nluaul,..lI f1'ordill& many iDt<:rrslillg anecdotes oC SUL T . '}( MAR
., l:'D. with whom th~ iIouloor wal contemporary euly iu tbe eleventh century. "ad auu:b 
~~ goosrapbicai and miaceUaneou. informaticD. 
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tbe distance of eight or ten miles the town itself, or seemingly 

a clusk .. of villages, so called. This nameexpre!les something 

of plurality, and appears to have originally been VCI'Izm(·). 

Our road was now within four or I,,'e hundred yards of rocky 

mountains. . At fifteen miles, I saw on the right some small 

villages; one, with a few trees, bore the name of ilIader-; 

8,,"" AbMs (..,..Lc .1.:. JO\..), or .. the mother of king Abbas," 

At fon,' o'clock we reached the mOllzei, a place called KebUd 

gUn/bed (~ ~J,s or gumbez a! gener~lIy pronollnced), Inn'iog 

travelled six farsangs in as mallY hours; dnring which we 

crossed several cuts and streams of watcr. BCYOlld. the 

hills, (not very lofty), that after the li rst three or timr llIiles 

bordcred OUl' path towards the left, we could discern the 

more remote anJ immense range of Albur: coveted with 

snow; this we had daily seen from T,!u-ulI; it now appeared 

bonndlessand lHu'LA' AnDA's (who did not, I must remark, 
• 

speak from hi! own observation) informed me that its chain 

was continued almost to ]Jul.'"i,.". Our road was fo,' the 

... ~ ................................. ~ ............ . 
(') Thl' MS. Dictionary JeAUngSr; (ill '·o('e) ill(url115 us that """ram, according to Ihe 

f' author of II "ork entitled Maagcm, 11 the nallle of a lown heloll'.,(illg 1(1 tlu~ It~~rjlnry 
.. of Rai; ilt inhalJilalih are of Ihe Sltial, sect: aad it is 1Il0~t cOH'lIIonly dt! lIuminilted 
•• rerUm/no 

~ ~\ .jv.~ o.I.J ...s1.)1 ""--l\ .;l~ t\; It ~ ~.~ ,->L.-ri), 
.J).J .J~1 l;):")'! 1,,:)' , .).~!.~ ~~.l

HAM-DALLA" (in MS. Nr41hat c",lUb) places Ymimil. ill lung. HU, :l~; lat. 36, 29. 

SA'OEI ISt'AHA'1'f1 (in bi. MS. Takuim 01 be/dun) Ilbctl il in long. n6, 40; ulltllat. 

3a.30. Some ~rlOIlS from whom I inquired OIl TeAl-an, consiliclC'd rer(imill U~ disl:utt 
fronl that dty, betwulI 6ve and I>i'l fllnaogs: aud HANDj, LL All (3. .above quoted la, 
l!.i' c:bl~ttr of road. aDd .tage,) places it at siJ, (II;rsangs r" ._' R4;, 
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greater part good and level, the last mile through the pebbly 

bed of the riverJlyerild (JJr,b..); the country stony and barren; 

but according to report,the helriklItof Vtrdmln comprehends 

many tracts valuahle for richness and fertility of soil;- and 

close to our haltin~-place were some large fields of young 

corn that promised well. 

I ,was lodged in a clean and commodious room of the best 

house in KelJlld !{umbed; n~ar il was the U Blue Tower," from , 
which this' place derived"its name, traditionally said to be 

one or the seven villas erected by Ba II n .' 'M G v-a: but the 

verses of NIZA'l\tI, , ... ho .. celcbralcd tho~e beautiful edifices .. 

ha\'e not been able to sa\'e them from dcs~rllrtjon; and of 

thi., the AzuI'e Villa or Blue Tower, a_ of the "ed and others 

already notired, a few ruined walls, chiefly. constructed of 

brick and clay, are now the only vestiges. SOllie old per

.OM here who confidently described the building asMM-i

Gabran ("'~ Jl..l, or appertaining to the Fire-wors"ippcrs. re

collected inscriptions visihle thirty or forty years ago at that 

partwhicb theydistingui.hed by the titleof Kaellai K ha7lrh, the 

(.;\.:. ~/) .. Trumpet Houae," or station of musicians; hut from 

their account I had reason to suspect tbat those inscriptions 

were only Arabick in Clifi letters, painted on tile.; other 

circumstances also, induced me to regard these wall •. a. the 

remains of a .tructure perhaps not exceeding four or five ceo! 

turiea in anliyuity. Out of respect, however, for local lra

clition, l .• kelched the ruins, as tbey are repreeented in Pl. 
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LXV (no S). where the Kerendi Kluineh occupies the middle; 

some rude masse •• composed of mud and brit:ks. remains 

prubabl.1 of a castle. are situate on the right; and above 

th~IJl are seen two ranges of mountains; tlie more di.tant 

being covercd with snow. On the left, the great plain of 

Vtrdm(", bounds the horizon. I made this sketch from a 

spot Dear the Caravaftsfr6, which is of stOllC, founded by 

SU""H AnlIA's. but now falling to dtcay(,). 

'Ve set out on the 20lh, from K ebUd Gu".b~, at seven , 
o'clock; and near it crussed many winding hranches ,!f the 

river Jajerud, now an incollsidcrubJe stream, and drains· cut 

from it, both for the purposcs of irrigation and of weakening 

its torrent, which is said, at some seasons, to overflow its 

uSLIallimits and. rush with dangerous impetuosity. Oar 1'oad 

was wilhout variation flat and dr"ary, bordered on the left 

hand by a series of rugged hills moderately high; over the 

summit of which we could in different places discern the 

majestick Dntuvulld : on our right hand extended, as far as 

the sight could reach in a .outhern direction, the great Suhra 

or pl"in of I'cramlll, presenting only the appearance ofa felV 

................................................... 
(') Mr. Villi MlerOI) . .. bout tb .. ynr 17 n . hilh .. d "at Iht' great caravamerai A"thud 

f·n"''''IHf. nell!" ""hid, il a lofty lurret c (lVt' tt'd wjlh gilll.('.ll tilt's." Su tht' n .trvcta 
(n"D bi~ jUtlfllll.t ill Han.w.,...l'r:I"~ I • • Vol J. p. 3':'7. I do Dot rK'tlllect IIIny otbu 
E uro,'M"IIU truYf'liu wh" ball yj , jled Ihi! pi Ice. Jl t' de~cribe.!l it III tAirly flo" milt'! (rom 

T4'Airalt (U.P QIIUlber beiDI!! prin ... ,1 in. ,6~ure •• probllhly mi,taken (ur 'rlJnlyfi",): 
aDd be unl, add, re~~cliu& it, th.t "tbe lIuil is indifferently (t:rtilc b"t Dot ,Iufficie':ll'J 
.. watered.-
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poor scattered vilages at several miles distance: it seemed to 

be closed in and terminated eastward, by mountains which 

from both sides nearly join at Aiwtlll·i-Keif (~",I,i,I), where 

we alighted, after a ride of fivc fanangs, according to some, 

or as othcrs reckoned it, six; the journey of this morning was 

probably from twenty to one and tIVenty miles. 

'Ve met, about half way, thirteen or fourteen men and one 

woman, all on horseback returning from a religious visit to 
'. the tomb ofhtA'M RIZA' at ~ftshcllfl; they seemed gay and lo-

quacious; after some conversation my companions took leave 

of them with the benediction zitircl-;·slllllllft Tnubftrck bashed 

(...:.~ ~I,... 4~ ""_'~j) "may YOllr pilgrimage prove auspicious!" 

On the road side was a large iron bomb·shell, said to have 

lain there since the time of NA'DIIt SUA·H. 

I was received near Aiwan-i-Keif, by the chief Ked-Khudu 

(I ...... ..s) or householder, and conducted to a room in the nelv 

castle; where he and many other of the inhabitants very 

liberally bestowed on me as a pi.hkash or otlel'ing, not only 

their own habitations and families, but tbe whole village. 

and el'en the he/uktit or district of VfI'I'miJl; they supplied 
, 

me, meanwhile. very abuntantly with eggs, milk. butler and 

excellent bread; so that, having my OWIl tea and sUllar, I 
fared most sumptuously at breakfast. For dinner, also, they 

sent me a fine lamb, and two roalted fowls, covered with a 
• 

pyramid of rice ; over this pillaw Was spread some rob-i-drnir: 
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or inspissated juice of pomegranates(·). I was feasted too 

with delicious figs, ·and thoroughly warmed with a good fire, 

although fuel is here exceedingly scat'ce; the gardens which 

have all been recently planted, affording but few trees ; and 

the COUll try adjacent being altogether without wood. 

This village is said to contain one hundrcd houscs, and de

rivcs its name, according to the old K ct! Klwt!(, 's account, fro III 

the air:;an (",IJ'I) or vaullcd palacc ofKl:!}' (~), a lJcro whu 

flourished during the CuiaIJi"" d'ynasty ; after a lapse of a 

thollsand years this residencc was conrel'tcd into a st~ongly 

fortified 'Castle, which after another thousand years yielded 

to the injllries of time, and uow exhibits only ruined walls 

of I)lick and clay. The modern castle, of which I occupied 

a room, is small , and constructed chiefly of mud ; iu its inner 

court the Krd Klwdft, at night-fall inclosed se,'cral cows and 

a great number of ewcs with their young lambs; the joint 

property, 1 believe. of all the villagers. Those ewes were 

generally whitish or brownish, but almost every Jamb was 

black; alld wilhin t.wenty or thirty years, since the Kdjar 

family, (now royal) introduced the fashilln of bJack kuldM 

or caps, it has been an (jl~ j cct to the shepherds and farmers 

..................... ~ ...... ~ ................... ~ .. 
(') )oJ' YJ' From ollll'r fruits, (root brrLs, b~rr i l' s aotl {fo1ll'ers, the PeNiluu com

pG!>e by dc(;ol'fiun various "iuch of , ArAIt, sJ!Op. or rob: as appear. (rom the PII,ar
JJUJcDpcill Ptr,ica of the ill!;t:'llio u. FillbJr Augelo. See hi s prescriptions from 110. 448 
to b03, lIudn { !If wort! Sdaorab '-:0").':' which !lignifies wiue, a draught, a julep, or 
'Yl'Ol'; tbus he explaiol Sclulrab RW8 by Boll oZYIG'ati Ptt"fici (no. 460). RH i, 
uaed iP our own culillary and medicinal preparatious. I 
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tbat this colour should predominate among their flocks. 

From my-chamber-door I .ketchtd a part of the court. Kome 

1I'all. and a btlrge or tower of this new castle; see PI. LX V. 

The people here seemed to .peak a kind of Turki or Turcoman 

dialect in preference to pure Persian.; several, hoth men and 

1I'0men were wrapped in cloaks. che'luered or cross-barred, 

"ith stripes. red. blue and green; slIcll a, resembled the 

plaim .. orn in Scotland; some young fellows during the warm 

hOUr> of day, carried t)lese garments twisted and carelessly 

thrown over their .houlders. 

I now found it necessary for the conveyance ofmy-yekfulci1ll 

(,)""",) or boxes. my bed and canteens, to hire two fresh mules; 

one of those .. hich had atlended me from T, hra1\ being 

unable to proceed on account of lameness; a-nd the other 

C\·incing symptom. of weakne.s that proved it unfit for such 

an arduous undertaking as a journey through the furests of 

_~ Ldzclldr/"(jll or Hyrcunia. All here agreed in prognosticating 

various diflieulti<s and even dangers which 1 should encoun

ter on my expedition; they wlked of the badne.,. and in some 

places the absolute want of roads: and one man eloqueotly 

conduued a long c:ttalogue of obstacle. by s\Vearing, that he 

Ilad 6een when travelling the same course, nothing but "ro~ks 
'1 and narrow passes, thjck wood., rivers and mountains , 
"snow an.d rain;" sallg U tang, ujullgul. u db u ~·"h, u 6arj' 

.. baru/I (~-~~J ~;'J'; J"""\ : J!~f~ J ~); "then the Md 
"il:'!ruJ.kUh (.;],,,,, J~) or " wind Uf l:iJ·u.kft.h" which is worae 
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.. than all." said another, .. must not be forgotten; it has, this 

"ver)' winler deslro'ycu ele\,'ell persons." So unfarourable 

a stalCIIll'lIl J allrihuted partly to the ~piril of exa ,gg:(~ration 

uDivt:rsall.~ prt·valent a1110ng Persialls; but there was reasan 

to bl'IIt:\'c ii, ill llIallY rcllpccts, too true. All apprehl'nst'Ons, 

howcn~ r, of trtluhl!;! or fatigue were lost ill the pleasing con. 

siderall,)11 Iha~ I should most probably trace AIt~xander 

tbrou.~h ~liri, A"mul and many other places; and that l had, . 
perhflp:-,. all'cu :J'y adranced considerably on the ~'lIl!e road 

hy willcli Darius tied to the Caspiall Straits. and Alexander 

mar(,hed, a f~w days after, when he pitched his carllp ~n the 
• 

\'icillil y oflhat celebrated pass; which as An'ia ll ill a pa.ssage 

above 'Iuoted, (I'. 176 II 24), places so h ... frolll Hhages (or 

Rai) til'lL Lo trav{"llhe illtermediatc space ill one liuy, requir

ed llJol'e thall ol'uillal'.l' expeuitioll('). 

Lea\' illg Aiwdn-i- Ke~f' at half past seven o'clock on the 

21st, we 1{)Und the walt'r frozen in many places: Ihe nights 

and mornin gs being s till exceedingly colu, althou,u:iI the sun 

had acquired cOII~iJerable power during f{HlI' or 'in~ hours 

of each da.Y. '" e crossed the dt:'c p ri,'er-hed Ilcar I.h(' lown

walls and garden~, ~nd at on~ mile ::HICCIHlfci a high hill. 
, . 

winding by a very narrow and uangerolJs path, (rc:o-t'lilbling 

the shaoep.walks on our Webh Ilioulllaills) half way up its 

................................................... 
(') SlIliUlr i~ fhi5 tnct of ('I)tllllt~ k'll'I"n, y~1 50 mucb of it may ~ conr.idered as 

almoat chlstick gt\lUI)II~ thllt I 11m pllrpOtel~ miaul~ iD m~ account: anti ban '; ... 11 . 

~~ deliutatiou. ulberwiH uDintere,ting. 
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steep side, from which we looked almost perpendicularly on 

the river below us on our left; until we descended, and again 

crossed it, alier unother mile. During the next larsang our 

road lay o.er hills and through chasms betwec'n IIwuntain.; 

at five mile. we passed some fragments of b brick tower On 

our leli ; and at eight miles again crossed the. river; we ooon 

after discerned the old caotle of ZeraMd (o~~jl; having sketch. 

ed it (See Plate LXV), I went on to a verdant spot just be· 
yond the ruins, where we halted half an hour and hreakfi .. ted 

under the only tree that this place afforded, and close to the 

castle-wall.. Here I made a second sketch ~f its appear

ance, (Plate LX V). Tlus edifice although not large was once 

probably strong, being situate on an ahrupt and almo.t in

sulated ruck ; halfof which is defended hy the river winding 

at it, loot; and from the olher .ide, a wall, of which there are 

yet many vestiges, connected it with the adjac~nt hill. ; and 

thus formeo a barrier across the intermediate pass. For two 

miles the river continued on our right; at the 12th we rode 

through it once morc, and frequently after. 

About fifteen or sixteen mile. from Aiw{l7I.;-Ke!fwe came 

to SaTum or Sahrum,." the name was variou,ly pronounced("). 

This place otfercrl an extraordinary and most beautiful land-

......................................... __ ...... -
t') 0, .~ .. h"p, .'\.J.rua III many c.ned il; but aone of my tompautio.loa tbiI 

joUf1)"Y could lIIhr~rll6kr to .~II tM !la.e; Ibd • p .. per OD which flllt of.)' Pe~ 
friud. at TcAru. Wr(lle it, J belie .. , correctly, b., bfta ,~red hC'Wt. b, .. .cd-
dtllbl.tlin. Ou tbi. IlccQ[JOI, also, the ""Ole ., lUll. or K.u.. (.,. ....... ) 
f! .adt 4ollbtfuU, uprencd iq our cbuackn. 
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scape, of which the annexed view (See PI. LXVI), although 

Isketch"d it with much accuracy, conveys butan inadequate 

idea: for it cannot do justice to the verdure and richness of 

the gardens, low grounds and fertile valley, that e,'en at this 

unfavourable Icasuu [)rescnted a smiling prospect; alld with 
the river gracefully winding through them and thickly plant

ed 011 Olle:! hank with willows, poplars and olhers trees, formed 

an admirable contrast to the neigbbouring and almost im

pending mountaiu •• of which the barren sideoappeared yellow 

and brownish, whilst their summits were white with snow. 

This village is situate on the slope of a hill, and its·llat

roofed house;; at a distance seemed strp!l rising one above· 

another. As we rode by, the chief, ",ith several of his people 

t:3me down from their exalted hahitations, and welcomed 

me with a tray of fine apples as a pis""a .. " or gift, besides U[l 

offer of the whole territory; notwithstanding tbis generosity, 

they were, I thought, rather plea,ed when the mcltm611dar 

declared his intention of <':OI"Jducting mea little further. 'Vc 

accordingly proceeded, "bout two miles and thrce quartcrs, 

among: c~cellent gardeus, crossing the river on horseback, 

during that short space, at Ica~t twenly times; and reached 

the mal/til or halting-place, called Keilun. (Sec Plate LX VIl, 
at half past one o'Clock; our whole day '. journey having been 

~x rar~allg&. Near this village we were received by lqe 

principal householders, and other inhabitant., who led me, 

to a good room furnished with a. handsome carpet.. 
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Within a mile of Keilun· we first found snow actually on 

'our path; the winding stream, of' which we had :-.cart.'.l:" ly lost 

Bin'lIt thi!'l day, ran towards Aiu)(in-i-Kcif: ,tnt! a!'l ll s ual in e · . 
I'c rsi a, hore the IlUllIe of those places through whi"h it tJowcd; 

thus we heard il "alled the 1'I1d kilt/lie!, (,;!.;. ~))) or ri" cr of 

2:erti/;(id; aft e rwards of Sllritm ~ and here it was the ,'{ulkllll-

71th-K cil/w, j·'rom our last mau:il until dost! to Sf/rum. a 

t.iislallce ut' {incen or sixteen wiles we saw not otle iulmhited 

hOllse; 1101' allY appearance of regetation except at the g'rcen 

spolllcar ZO',i l}(ld already Inc lI !ioucd: wllcl'c also wa" tilt 

ollly. tree \'is")I~ duringth .,t space: al'h:r tlle. fir~t three miles 
• 

our road H"f:)!S lIIostly good; hut at so IJt~ places la.l· lhnwgh 

narrow gaps or passes between Iliount<lins. DUl'Ing the last 

ten 01' ele\'t~1J miles the hills presented a sllccessinll 01 ~llIaIl 

poilll t·t! ~ \lIll1ilits, yellow, allti nearly t'qual in 'iize; tile ge

neral o\lllillc of their appearance is sketched ill the M Iscel

Jancous Plate. tj~. 21. Among t!test:' hills atld on 0 111' ro;H1 

we saw great uUllibels of cable (J~) or partrid ,!!f"s . h'I'I'IIIIl, 

like tht: IIcIglihourjng \' illage, cOlIJpri~t's IIIBlly rows of IU)lISCS, 

built Oil a rocky CllltilinCIICc, OBe ahon.: another; hut in sume 

poi l. is of view, the lOWJl, espet'ially. whell first seen frolll the 

southerll f{Hld, rescmhles a I()r : r~ss; as the !'iketclt which I l lIade 

in thaI direcliou Will sutli('iently silO\\'; ex prcs."ing, hO\\'{' \'('r,but 

faintly, the natural heautles of Ihis ,,;ceIlC; its wooded' ntller; 

the rI\CI' winding lhrollgtl it, anci the lofty mUUlIl<tIliS on 

either side (Pl.l~X VI). lIlall)' houses here seemed Iittl" lIlore 

than excavations inothe rock; their low smalliroots ooly ap-
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pearing; ""ilt up with brick or mud in a very simple fashion, 

thus LiJ. But se\,t'ral other habitallOlis wert' much more 

spac...:ious and I;xlenmlly more handsorve; with flat roofs, over 

the lIlud of which was spread a coat of gil.i·.,~tid (~~) or 

H \\'hitt~ day" found 1lt'31' the town, and capahle, as the inha

bitants Cl!"sUJ'cd me, of kCl'piug uut rain or snow for.a hundred 

Years; this substance is vpry different from tlte !flitch (j or IHlI-
• ...~ I.!. 

verixed ,,'aha'ter) that has beell already nOliced Ot" lllallY 

hou":'ll's the flat loots senTd (IS terraces to those immediatel," 

abon' lht:lll; thus 011(': projl'(,led several feet in frollt. of Illy 

loduilw ()Il a level with til(' t1oor; and below it were two other 
~ .... .. . 

• 
rows .)fsilnilar huildings; wh·lst , \nts dislurhed at nig"'lt, by , 

vari()li~ 1101':<:::> of littlt~ ciJildrclI crying, mothl'rs or lIurses 

8oothlll,~ I helll to S\el- I', and dog5 harking, all ill a h')Use of the 

ron' O\'l'r that ",,-Illch I un.'IIj)Jed This place is rl.'lIlO1rkable 

for lint ' 11()IH~y; tht' tows here appe"n~d to Ille cqu.dl) large 

as allY th"t 1 had seell ill E.lIgland; alld the cluaks re:-,c ,,,iJlillg 

Scot(,/J pl((ld,~ were 110 less t'OllllllOl1 at Adlllll than at Ait;:iill

i-Kt'lj' l'sl)t'ciall\! :lIiHlIl " the women. 
• t J ~ 

SOHII after (lUI' arrival ·] recei\ c d a polite me~sage from the 

two SOliS of :\ ~H HEr 1'- II A':\, (I,; .. r.:. ~ ...... ,:/). g'!) \crliO I' ot lJolll fl VUlU[ 

(a cit)' fuur tar~allgs dlstallt); l."xprl'ss ing the ir illtt'lI ii: '1l of 

pa}lI~ :Ie U visit ill thl' c\· l.'lIill,~; llwy :-tt'III, llIeu\lwlult:, as 

a pl't.·~clltt ~ollle partridges aud a iiiit' a/Ill or ulltdopt', killed 

dU),lIIg t.IH·11' IIIUl'lIi \l g \ t'iltllW. A houl si x 0' ('loe k tlluse young 

men, ACllA' 13u zu RC (~j? '"I or~I) and Ac llA'KuA 'N (",\.;.'"1), 
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attended by many aCTvant>. came (0 my room, and remained 

half an hour; cOl~versing ver,Y agrceahly and giving me 

informatioll respecting DOlllllvdnd. which made Ine resolve, 

if possible, to visit it op my return. 

Although we left Xcilun early on the 22d, great crowds of 

the inhabitanls assembled to see a rar'll1lgki~ and it is prohable 

thut nl) European had bel',rc travelled through II", place; 

yet they offered no incil'ility, but gratified their curiosity 

with less rudeness lhall one. of them, perhaps .. would have 

experienced in passing through sOllie uf OUI' op...\lOtry towns. 

Neither l\ll~l{zA' SA'DEK. l\J U ' LA' AunA ·S, ~~-r allY uf their 

servants, nor of mine. had ever been here; we found it 

nece.sary therelorc, (as at Aiwun-i-Kfif) to hire a guide; and 

jf my account of the last day's stage, of the prt!'Sent, c.ll1d the 

next, should abound more in minute detail than in amusing 

anecdotes, the reader will ex.cuse me as describing wit ... t I 

concei\'e to be new ground; and much of it inleresting, at 

least to gr:ograpbers ami antiquaries, as connected with those 

J'cmarkable strait, or defilcs, called by Greek anll Lalin writers 

the" Caspian gates;" and perhaps forming part of' t"~m. 

Setting out from KeiLUn we went back one mile of our 

last day's journey; then observing a course nearly eastern, 
• 

proceeded along a valley between two rang'·. of' hill.; at five 

miles we auvanced towards the north east; at seven miles . 
eastward, and crossed a ri,er·bed several times; tbi. ride wu 
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wearisome beyond all description; the road rough and bad, 

wet from snow lately dissolved; and very narr.rw, being con

fined by barren mountains, except at the fourteenth mile 

where the valley widened a little. and at the sixteenth where 

it expanded into a plain of haifa farsang in diameter. Going 

still eastward we were surprised by the appearance of 

mountains both on right and left of which the summits and 

sides naturally of a sand.y clay. were corroded and indente(l 

by time and the weather into various forms of decayed build

ings; and without actual examination 1 should hal'e doubted 
" whether the,.-w"ere not real towers,_ battlements, pinn'lclcs, 

gateways and other parts of a strongly fortified castle. As 

we rode throu~h the I'alley among them I made one sketch; 

but having passed the ImaginarJ ruin situate on our left (see 

pI. LXVII) we turned suddenly, at thc.cventeenth mile (ac

cording to my calculation) towards the north; afld ~uon after 

towards the north-ea.t. Still the mountain exhibited an 

apprarancc of edlfice~, even to its f()undation in the river bed, 

which here contained a rapid and copious stream. But the 

prospt'cl WtlS altogetfwr so complicated Hnrl extraordinary, 

and III.' hands so henumhed with cold, that I endeavuured ill 

vain to Jdil\cate it; and the reauer lIIust fane)' those steep 

moulltalln_, With their architectural fUl'llIs, ri~illg fl'OIII each 

lidt, ~If'he J"ln'r to the sky; and ill some points of view. look

ing a. it they had dused eve('y outlet except the river-bed, 

which, from the body of water violently running in it, threat-
• 

eDetl to obstruct our farther ~rogress. A ;>ath however there 
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was, which ied us ·notthward. nod another apparefltly oar·· 

rower and WOl'st", ' bran('hed uff in the opposite dirt~( : tion as 

far a~ ruck!; ami mountains would allow lilt.' to see. This~ 

I thought It possiblt''' I.,Hay have b~cll the way by Wilidl Pietro 

della Val It.' and his fa;1' compamoll, Signo!'., Maalli, almost 

two ct'nturi{'s ago, clucrged frolll their liifficlilties ill the '" 

prq/ollfltl (~·a1fgl(!>lis!iJlt(J valle, pCl'ha ps unconsciolls I hOI t I Iiey had 

passed through one extremity, alll:'asl, of the 1'!I/'t' Cuspi(c; 

or 4lS Sir Thomas Ut!l'hert. who tnt\'t!lIcd the salJle sta .~!:e a few 

.rears at'rcr,colltidellt.ly styles it,tilto- C(f.'~l'ill" .'.itJ'flil(' ;. 'Vc pro-'. 
ceed.cd ,jH~ or SIX miles and terlllinated our luv.sulrearJ marcu 

atDelicllfl'i{~~~~.J ) ; as,wall castle 1l~\\'IJcrcctcd,alld soealled 

(in the Tm'ki cii(lll't: t) frolll "'the mad ur furiou~ strealll~" that 

rushes near it; the di~tall(':c frolll Ke;/ull may hee~tilllatcd at 

twenty¥four or tweilly-fivc miles; and III this space between 

one mallzil and the other, we saw neither a tree, nur a htJuse, 

not a beast excel)t the lIlules and horses belonging to ou rselves; 

Hor a human bein~ besides the men of ()urUWIl company. 

I was most killdly received by the lorn of this ntstle, a 

highland chief, named AUDlLLAIi KH'·N (oil.:. .JJI"'!"') whose 

wifc's>oister had heeD married to 1\1 ,. RZA' SH E.·' A the prime 

minister, ABDILLAH wag convcra;ing with rn(~ at the door,. 

wllt:n a young man . hi!; lIephcw, returned from a IllIlitillr;- party," 

................................................... 
C) See Ibe .. ViBf:gi di P. df'lI. Valle;" (Ielttra 4 da Ferhabad, 16J8); aDd Herbrit" .. 

'fr ... h. p. 180. (3d .• dil. 1_), 


