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accompanicd by several peasants and dbgs ;- having alighted
from his horse, he stood betore the chief in a Fespectful attie
‘tude, placed his hands across his breast, aiid made a low bow,
but did not presume Lo speak. The uncle welcomed him
with a gracious inclination of the head, and desired that
whatever game he had brought howe might be immediately
delivered to me.  The young sportsinan retired with the same
respectful silence, and in a few minutes, several partridges,
and an antelope, were laid on the floar of my chamber by
his attendants, The Khdn sent to me with these, a tray of
excellent fruit.:", But his highland hospitality did not end
here; lamenting that earlier notice of my coming had not
been communicated, which would have enabled him to pro-
vide more ample entertainment, he overwhelined me with a
variety of dainties, prepared in the best style of Persian
cookery; lamb, fowls, piluw, chilaw, exquisite sherbet and
admirable grapes. I was lodged in a neat and commodious
room of the new castle, near which were some ruined houses;
and a few cottages lately built, and chiefly occupied by the
tenants and farmers of AnpirLan Kua’~. Thenight being
exceedingly cold, fires were kindled to warm us; but as the
wood was not perfectly dry, my companions and mysclf, who
had travelled all day in the glare of snow, fell our eyes most

unpleasantly affected by the smoke,

From Delichdi we set oyt on the 23d, at seven o’clocks.
having waited some time ready to mount our horses, in ex--
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pectation that the morning might prove fair; but there was
incessant rain or snow during our ride of two hours, by a very
bad road to (s, &) Hablahrid, or Havlahrid, distant about
seven miles in a north-eastern course. Here a river,now con-
siderable, though not quarter full, divided the town, or large
village, into two parts. The castle finely placed on a hil,
and many extensive gardens, among which the river winded
in various inflexions, must render this place beautiful during
summer; but so untavourable was the weather, that I could
scarcely view, much less delineate, any object; iy innerclothes
were- wetted through a thick bérdn ($HY) or “rain-coat 3
and as the snow and sleet threatened to fall still more’abund-
antly, it was unnecessary to dry them. We halted however,
in a mean house, glad even of temporary shelter, and break-
fasted most uncomfortably and scantily on cold boiled rice,
bread and bad coffee; after which we proceeded in the direc-
tion, chiefly, of north-east. I saw on the right, at one mile
and a half from Hablahrid, a village of which the name 1s
obliterated in my journal; and another called Mantn, on the
same side, about six miles before we alighted at Firézkdh, or
as the inhabitants pronounced its name, Pérdzkih; reckoned
four farsangs distant from Hablahréd, and six from Delichdi;
in all about twenty, or one and twenty miles; but if measured
by our iatigue, appetite and impatience, more than three
ordinary stages. For we suffered not only from snow and
hail constantly succeeding each other in alternate showers,
but from a piercing wind; and our path was generally, either
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on the steep sides and very edges of hills, and not above
thirteen or fourteen inches wide; or else it led us along a
narrow valley between stupendous rocks and mouantains.
The remarkable appearance of one tang or narrow defile
through which we rode (about five miles from Férdzkih ),indu-
ced e to undertake aview; but the cold which almost disabled
my hands from holding a pencil, and the wet which tell upon
my paper, barely allowed me to make even the little sketch
given in Pl. LXVII(®). During most part of this day’s
journey the river was on our right; and at a better season
must have contributed to embellish the scenery, which even

now, afforded many views of much grandeur and sublimity. .

Having arrived at Firdzkéh, I was conducted to a good
room of moderate dimensions; it was perfectly unorna=-
mented and uunfurnished, and being adapted rather for
summer than for winter, received through its various doors
and windows more cool air than was necessary or desirable,
and 1 found it difficult to counteract the freezing ventilation
by kindling an ample fire. My dinner consisted of cabab (oS

small roasted slices) of mutton ; exceedingly good, although
-
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() This shows the chasm between two mountains, which, nearly meeting at the
bottom, orm a channel for the river, while in the back ground some lofty hills, not
very remote, so fill the intermeci.ate spacve, that the prospect seems closed, and =
traveller might almost doubt the possibility of advanciag, did not the precipice on one
side exhibit a dangerous path; rugged, and in breadth not capable of admitting two
Rorses ubreust. This sketch way taken after we had passed the tang and descended
by.the path which | have just described. .
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it had been preserved for several months. The sheep in
winter or spring being very lean, few are killed but at the
end of autumn; and of these, the flesh, it is said, lasts a con-
siderable time, laid on the roofs of houses and covered with
ice or snow, found here at all times. After dinver the zdbet
(1) or chief, his brother and many other inhabitants of the
place, favoured me with a long visit. 'We had perceived, on
entering the town, a large wolf thrown on some rubbish in
the street and still bleeding ; it had been shot within half an
hour and looked horribly ferocious even in death : this cir-
cumstance gave me occasion to make inquiries respecting wild
beats ; and I learned that we might expect to sec frequently
during our progress through Mdzenderdn, a babr (,u) or tiger,
a gurdz (j15) or boar, and a gurg (SS) or woll; besides ribdh
(sy,) or toxes, and thesheghal( J\xs) or jackals, whichabound all
over Persia. From scorpions (a3} cazhdum ), it was .aid, little
danger occurred at such a cold scason; in summer, however,
they were formidable; and snakes ([l mdr) so numerous and
so fearless that several might be found on the path of a tra-
veller, scarcely moving at bis approach. The pashehs («2,) or
mosquetoes closed this catalogue of the living Hyrcanian
plagues; for those (yo) Diéves or Dibs,the gigantick Dzzmons
who in ancient times infested Mdzenderdn, had either been
extirpated, as every body supposed, by the mi:_;,htj Ru's-
TaM; orif any had cscaped his scymetar, their malignant
powers had, without doubt, been miraculously annulled on
the introduction of Islém, or the Muhammedan religion.
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But of their former existence sufficient proofs remained ;
as, on the road of Sdri, A‘mul, and other towns which I
proposed to visit, their dwelling places were still visible
among the rocks and mountains; and this was the very
course that Rustam went when pursuing the D1’v-1-sEF1’D
or “White Giant.” Oneevil,however,was mentioned,of avery
different nature, and to me more immediately important. The
roads were represented as beirig so bad, that in some places
to travel three farsangs constituted the laborious journey of an
entireday(®). Time had nearly ruined the great causeway or
kheydbin (bus) constructed by Sua’s Aspa’s, and it had
notbeenrepaired. Butforall these disadvantages a thousand
local blessings amply compensated ; of many noble rivers in
Mazenderdan, such as the Rid-i-Harhaz, the Rid-i-Tejin, the
Rud-i- Bahbul,the Stah-rid and others hereafter noticed,it was
said that cach, like the Caspian sea into which they flowed,
might be considered amaaden-i-mahi,aninexhaustible nursery
or literally (See Vol. I. p. 187)a mine of fish; and the silk, the
rice, the sugar and honey of that country, were celcbrated
throughout the world: as to its trees, fruits, herbs, and flowers,

their variety was infinite, and the praises lavished on them re-
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(*) Pietro della Valle, on his approach towards Séri, was one day unable to advance
more than two leagues (by which he always means the Persian farsung or parasaag),
and night had already come on before he could emerge from the forest and the marsh,
“ Andammo dunque con gran fatica superando quei fanghi, ed il fastidio fd tale che
‘““In tutlo qui! giorno non potevammo caminar pid che due leghe, e prima di uscir
“‘della selva ci si fece notte.,” (Viaggi, &c, Lettera 4 da Ferhabad, 1618).
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minded me of FirpAvst’s lines, which, in another place,
Ishall take an opportunity of quoting. A different subject of
conversation was the dreadful bid i Firtizkah, or “wind of
¢ Firizkih,” which many old persons here, conversant with
the stars, clouds and other signs, had prognosticated would
blow the two next days. Should this happen, (the chief
declarved), any attempt to cross the Sakrd-i-Gudilk, or ** plain
“of Gadik,” although not much more than three farsangs
broad, would expose myself and my companions, our horses
and mules, to the utmost danger. He then related many
alarming anecdotes, and they were loudly confirmed by the
other visitors,concerning this formidable ““/Vind of Firdzkah,”
which either buried unfortunate travellers in mountains of
snow, or by its excessive coldness deprived them of existence;
for, as one man affirmed with an oath, *jigger pdrek kerd,”
(25 54 S») “itcut the liver in pieces.” On this account, added
lie, the illustrious SHA’l ABBA’S, careful of his subject’s lives,
caused to he erected on the dreary plain, several caravanse-
rés, at regular intervals, that those surprised by the wind or
suddenly benumbed, might have an opportunity of saving
themselves ; but so violent often was its effect, that three years
ago, a wretched kdterji or muleteer, who, when stricken by
the blast, had through great exertions arrived within a few
yards of the principal caravansera door, fell down exhausted,

and never rose(*’). Other stories as little exhilarating were
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¢
(*) But a whole company was not less liable to desftuction on this fatal plain, than
a solitary wanderer, Many persons now residing at Rérézkéh remembered a troop of
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told and attested, by the chief and his friends, who took their
leave, consoling me, however, with a reflection in the truth
of which I readily acquiesced, * that the fate of man is in the
hands of God.” I had heard at Tekrdn that the ¢ wind of
Firtzkth” sometimes proved destructive both to human crea-
tures and to beasts ;‘but the same was related of the Shakrydr
blast, (already mentioned), and other local winds in different
parts of Persia. I allowed, also, as usual, something for ex-
aggerauon in the reports ; and had dismissed all apprehen-
sions on the subject, when a messenger arrived from the
considerate chief, informing me that one very sagacious
star-gazcr had pronounced the appearances of this evening
auspicious to my next day’s journey. Not wholly disregard-
ing this assurance, warmed by a good fire, and refreshed by
tea, a beverage which most Englishmen, (and according to
the extent of my observation, most other men) find grateful
and salutary after fatigue, I arranged the sketches and trans-
cribed into my journal various loose notes taken during the
last three stages; connecling also the tracks of each day’s
course into a regular form. Then spreading before me seve-
ral maps of various merits and degrees of authority, 1 endea-
voured by their means, and by some passages extracted from
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fifty Tura;tém, all young and active, in high spirits und mounted on excellent horses ;
braving rushly every danger torboded by the observers of celestial signs, they attempted,
one boister u» morning, to pass over from this town into Mézenderén; but all perished
in the snow excep! three or four; and these lived only to reach the farthest caravawn-
scra, and there expired.
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the works of many celebrated geographers, compared with
the result of my owur personal observations and verbal in-
formation communicated by inteiligent persons, to fix the
site of that extraordinary chasmn or valley which ancient

»

writers denominated the * Caspian Gates,” and used as a
central pomnt in their Asiatick itinerary measures. Though
a geographical object of such importance, the particular
spot on which an ancient geographer, measuring from those
“ Caspian Gates,” would place the foot of his tompass, has
not yet been satistactorily ascertained. It is, however, ge-
-nerally supposed, that a narrow pass near Khudr (}s) formed
the southern extremity of that valley or defile called the
“Pyle Caspie ;” and this, according to some, terminated
northwards at Firdzkih, where 1 undertook an enquiry of
which the result shall be given in the Appendix. Mean-
while 1 shall here remark, that placing the lower or southern
entrance of the Caspian Strait near Khudr or Mahillahbagh,
and the northern at Firdzkih (as the ingenious and learned
Raron de Ste. Croix seems perfectly justified in supposing
it) we describe a valley corresponding sufficiently to the
extent allowed by Pliny, and to the direction given by Dio-
nysius, with as much accuracy as can reasonably be ex-
pected from a poetical geographer: and if Herbert, errone-
ously quoting (no doubt from memory) that expression by
which Pliny represents the Caucasian gates or pass, (“*ingens
naturee opus,”) has applied it with justice to the southef
portion of our Caspian Strait, I scagcely hesitate to borrow
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those words, and entitle the vast mountain or rock that so
magnificently terminates this valley at its northern extremity,
“a stupendous work of nature.” 'T'he view which 1 made
(See plate LXVIII) on my return from the Mdzenderdn side,
gives, however accurate, but a tamt idea of its majestick sub-
limity. It isunnecessary to anticipate further the subjcct of
those Pyle Caspie ; but again referring my reader to the Ap-
pendix, I shall state respecting Iirézkih, all that the snow
and rain, the violent wind and excessive cold which alter-
nately prevailed there, both during my first and second visit,
would allow me to observe.

Of the town, which did not appear very large, some houses
were situate below the mountain ; others covering its steep
side to a considerable heighth, rising one above another. The
castle, in former times reputed exceedingly strong, had al-
ready fallen to decay early in the seventeenth century, and
has not, as I understood, been ever since repaired. The
hause allotted for my accommodation was apparently the best
that Firdizkith afforded, and perhaps the only emdret (ws)'az) or
regular building ; the others being small habitations mostly
constructed of mud. The king on his hunting parties and
excursions into Mdzenderdn had frequently occupied it,
Although the principal room seemed to have been recently
plastered, and covered with a ceiling of fresh poplar-trunks,
stripped of the bark and laid close together, yet it probably

was the same (noticed by Sir Thomas Herbert) in which,;
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Sua’ir Anpa’s lodged occasionally about two hundred years
ago. The windows overlooked a precipice, so nearly pere
pendicular, that a stone slightly projected from them, would,
I think, have rolled into the river flowingat its base. Of this
strcam the banks exhibited a scanty row of willowsand pope
lars,and theadjcining gardens contained some others; the only
trees visible for many miles, yet not so numerous as to cons
tradict materially the account of this place, written in the
fourteenth century by IlamMparran; although in the seven-
teenth it appears to have been well wooded. That celes
brated geographer notices Firdzkah, which the inhabitants
consider as the last town of Persian Irdk, not in the second
chapter of his Nozahat al Culib which relates to that province,
but in the nincteenth, among various cities and districts of
Kimish the ancient Comisene, and Tabristdn, the country of
the Tapuri(''). 1le informs us that the climate of Firdzkih is
cold, and the place without trees; but that it yields to those
who cultivate corn, very abundant and profitabke harvests; and
that the stream which waters Khuér flows from the castle
and viilage of Firazkith. <3z , asl () 0y i
33 18 5 a5 1 JlE 5 90 SN Sl aiiae el
Close to the town arc many natural caverns in the rock;
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(") The pine places described in this chapter rof Kimish (fonys nud Tabrist.'s
ULL-;.\L) are Khuir (J‘}"'")' Dimghin (ul‘ﬂb}! Nemnin (u\ 34.-), Beatiig

(‘0“4"-.’)3 Gird Kuh (l)‘-’;)s Firuzkih (l,)'}:pj). Damivand (N’l “’), Kherim
, (r’.,f- or as in some cop'm‘,l Ferim or Perim ) and Kharkin (v\:l"")
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to these the inhabitants have affixed doors, and use them,
during severe weathcr as stables for their cattle. In the sketch
taken as I returned from Mdzenderdn, the houses appear
chiefly built on that side of the rock which faces the north
and north-east; and by which the road had led us from Hab-
luhrid. When going afterwards to Damdvand we passed the
mountain of Firiizkdh on the other side, in a direction which

the map will best express(?).
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(") Herhert, in 1627, came from Halvary, (as he erronconsly writes the name of
Huvlehrid or Hablehrid ) 10 this pluce which he styles * Periscow, i. e. a broken
“or divided mountain; and by the position thereof may probably be the issue
““of that which Ptolemy culls Arsitis. The town is sometimes honoured with the
 king's residence; not that the beauty of hjs honse (which is but ordinury)allures bim,
* but for that there is choice hawking, pheasants and other game, more abounding here
* than in most other parts of Parthia. The pole is here elevated six and thirty de-
“ orecs.  The town is refreshed with very sweet water; the situation is upox the brow
“of a high, well-wooded, but (agreeable to its name) divided hill, having on each side
* g steep access, whose top has been crowned with a large castle, which aow by age
¢ or war, (the canker-worms of all temporaries) is moth caten; her nibs only appear,
¢ expressing desolation;” (Trav.p. 181, 3. edit.y 1 have copied this description that
the reader may compare it with my sketch (P1. LXVIilY, and to correct Herbert’s
.}.\;) now generally written
Firtz, sizuifying prosperous, victorious, happy, &c. aud Ltk or Cahk (3);) a moun-

explanation of the name which is compounded of Pirdz ()

tain, * Piriz is wlso a proper name; the Persian king Perozes episns who reigned
in the fifth century, is voticerd by the Greek historians, Procopius, A zathias, &c. Some
have imugined that this mountain derived iis nume from the tinquoise, Pirizeh or
Firtizeh; but 1 could not learn that any kad been fuund tuere.  Della Valle adopting
the epithet ubove mentioned renders Firtiz cdh “ Vittorinso Monte,” (Lett. 4, da Fer-
Labad); but sume Persians trace its denomination to” an ancient monarch or 4 hero,
the son, &s one person assured me, of Alexander. The castle of Fori:huh was taken
by Taimu’s in May, 1404 ; and the sicge is described by SHERIF AD'DI'N A'L1 in
the sinth bouk (ch. 20) of his Tirikh or chronicle which Petis de la Croix hay trans-
lated under the title of * Histoire de Timur Becy” to the excellence of this French
version I can bear witness, having collated numerous passages with the original Persian *
text, Liere the castle of FirdzkiA is represented as one « (' the strongest, most inac--
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I now return to my chamber, where, soon after nightfall
information was brought, that two chérwiddrs(*®) had just ar-
rived : each conducting a kdfilah of mules laden with goods on
their way towards the north ; that both those men were per-
fectly acquainted with the signs which indicated vicissitudes
of weather, had often passed the dangerous plain of Gaditk;
and that I might rely implicitly on their judgment, and
regulate my plan next morning, according to their deters
mination of halting or proceeding. The night was so in-
tensely cold that I could scarcely sleep; water left in a tin
kettle, and in a leathern mattarrel was frozen; and some tea-
leavesin a basin were indurated into a concretion of ice. At
day-break on the twenty-fourth my servant announced that
the two chdrwdddrs had declared the morning to be unfa-
vourable, and that they would not venture to commence the
journey for at least three or four hours. Iindulged myself,
mean time, with a luxurious breaktfast; the old Zébet having

furnished in greal profusion fine bread, fresh eggs, and ex-
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cessible and celebrated fortresses; constructed on the brow of a very lofty mountain ;
h:—w_”‘-'m 'z\:t)‘fh-.rx)d u‘h..ﬂ.al}} u.wj}.\.&a d‘nfw ,L;'..-&un m”}q & E}:)‘
KV RPE eI u_;n" L;Jejg A s wij.u keli J,fba s ln the garrison were
widgr  gjle i 40 9% G three bundred Mizenderdni soldiers resem-

- «bling Dives, or gigantick deemons; but here we may translate Dive, a valiant warrior,
as the MS. JeAdngiri, the Burhdn Katea and other Dictionaries authorize,

(") Chérwé (‘I)\?') is equivalent to chérpi (L )'Lg- for chehdrpd L _)\\.e-) any thing
four-footed ; especia:ly quadrupeds on which men ride, as the Dict Burkén Kites )
explainsit.  Dir ( )\d) signy'fies a possessor, holder, &c. thus chérwédér is the person
who owns or superintends the horses, camels, mules or asses of & kqfilah or edravim.
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cellent honey. Before nine o’clock a difference of opinion
arose between the chdrwdddrs; one would not risque his own
life nor the safety of his mules, and determined, therefore, to
remain at Firdzkth. The other more bold, or perhaps, more
experienced, discovered, notwithstanding the coldness and
violence of the wind, such appearances among the clouds as
encouraged him to proceed. Of his sincerity we could not
possibly entertain a suspicion, for he immediately set out,
having previously told me that no danger from the wind was
to be apprehended but on the open plain; “which,” added ke,
‘“extends only three farsangs; and if you follow my example
“[ can foretell that, (inshd-allah (&1 5Y), “should it please
“God!’) you'll arrive without injury at the first jangal or
“ forest of Mdzenderdn.” Butmy companions were not easily
persuaded to leave the manzil; and 1t was past ten o’clock
before 1 had prevailed on them to mount their horses. A
trifling incident,however,reconciled them to the undertaking;
for one of our scrvanty, as we entered on the plain, happened
to espy a rubah or fox, and this, he said, as all the world
knew, was considered an auspicious omen for persons begin-

ning their day’s journey.

Leaving our baggage to follow at leisure, and galloping
with a3 much speed as clouds of the coldest sleet blown vio~
lently and directly into our faces, would permit, we soon
overtook and passed the chdrwdddr, with his loaded mules,

struggling through a wide expanse of dee snow, suchas Pietro
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della Valle had found in the same place; (“Pgrtiti da Firiz-
“« clth caminammo tré leghe per altissime nevi, Lett. 4”). About
the fifth mile we halted a few minutes under the dreary vaults
of a decayced caravanserd, where the half-putrid carcasses of
three or four horses much gnawed by jackals, were most
abominably offensive both trom their smell and appearance;
yet in a recess of this gloomy and filthy building, several of
1wy party were much inclined to await a change of weather,
depending on the precarious supply of food which our mule-
teers might bring from Firdzkih. 1 resolved however to g
forward; disgusted with the caravanserd and not exactly know-
ing the real extent of our danger; for it is certain, as many
Lave since assured me, that in consequence of even a slight
deviation from the proper course, we might have plunged
without any probability of extrication, into hollows filled with
snow ; and this was a hazard independent of the cutting wind.
After another wearisome gallop. yet very slow progress of
five or six miles, we arrived at the Caravansera-i-Gadiak, of
which, notwithstanding the cold, I contrived to makea sketch
(See Pl. LXIX); and visited the adjacent bath, said to have
been frequently used by Sva‘u Aspa’s; here we rested half
an hour, congratulating oursclves ou having passed, safely,
though unpleasantly, over the three farsangs of this. plain,
which seems a kind of neutial, unappropriated territoty ; for
some reckoned it in Lrdk, and others.in Mazendevin. "T'he
borders however, of 'this province, are, I think, ascertained

by nature, which h#s marked them with a multiplicity of
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trees, while dh the bleak and naked plain adjoining towards
the south, nane probably have ever grown. We proceeded
half a mile from the caravansert, and by a slight descent,
immediately entered the first jangal or forest of Hyrcania;
for this name, has been applied to an extent of country far

beyond the district called Gurgdn or Gurkan (_$5), whence,
 without doubt, the Greeks formed it as D’Anville has inge-
niously suggested. Our road was now over steep mountains,
or in the very bed of a river flowing between them, and often
%0 filled with the stones rolled down by torrents that it proved
extremely difhicult for a horse to proceed, and for the rider
to prevent falling; with one hand managing the reins, whilst
the other was engaged in guarding his face from the boughs
of trees that hung across thie path.  On both sides the hills
and rocks were magnificent!y wooded, and presented, even
at this scason, a beautiful appearance: for the snow resting
lightly- on myriads of branches seemed to have clothed the
mountains, from the lowest valley to the skies, in plumage the
most white, most pure and downy. After a toilsome ride of
seven or eight miles we halted under some stupendous rocks
to view the Khaneh-i- Div-i-Sefid (spim o2 «\3), or favourite
“residence of the White Giant ;” for this celebrated Damon
Lad othicr places of ubode in Mdzenderdn; it was evidently a
natural,cavern high upon the mountain. * From this spot,”
said our guide, “the Giant having heard of Ru’stam’s
“ approach, fled towards the Caspian Sea,” Near the father’s
den was another,called the Kadnch-i-dukhicr-i- Div (go P K1)
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or the *mansion of the Demon’s daughter :” dhis appeared
smaller, and at the entrance some rude whitish stones pro-
jected on which, ¢“as persons of well-established veracity de-
clared,” the dukhter had becu seen, within a few years, sitling
in an attitude of sorrow, or amusing herself with a distaff and
the various implements of spinning. A fastidious critick
versed in the chronology of Eustern Romance, might perhaps
object to the great age of this lady ; as the barbarian chief,
whom we may suppose disguised under the name of a White
Giant or Dxzmon, was killed by the Persian general of Car
Ca‘us, (or Darius the Mede), two thousand four hundred
years ago. DBut so secure is her mansion, near the summit
of an almost perpendicular rock, that she may protract lon-
gevity into immortality without fear of any hostile invasion
from the sons of man; for none, unless clevated on artificial
wings, or assisted by machinery of equivalent powers, could

possibly reach her abode().

It was our ilitention to have remained all night at Surkhr-

abbd, ('~ as some called it, or Surkh-rebdt LY, o as
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(*) In the vicinity of this place, Pietro della Valle describes a cavern having certain
walls of mason work ; the residence of a gigntick damsel, situate on a pathiess moun-
tain so lofty wnd steep that no one could ascend to it without the utmost difficulty.
Besides this damsel, who had rendered herself formidable in the adjacent'country,
many other gianls were, he says, the subject of romantick stories; and he heard that
their enormous graves had been discovered in the neighbourhood. But these he did
not see, and treats the account of them «s an idle fiction. * Trovammo avcora nella
“costa di un alto e ripido monte, ehe fa spouda alla medesima angusta valle, una

# grotta, con certi muri di ﬁbrica alle quali con grandissima difficulta si pud ascen+
“ date,” &c. (Viaggi. Lett, 4 da Ferhubad, 1618,
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others), a place near the caves above mentioned, and about
six farsangs distant from Firdzkdh; but the best building ot
several scattered hovels which we examined, was in such a
such a state of delapidation, though dignified with the title
of Caravansera, that we proceeded on our course, and at one
farsang beyoml it passed by Didb (<\,0), a place sonamed from
some junclionof ““‘two streams,” or rather a ramification of the
river: here we saw a wooden emdret or edifice designed for the
king’s summer habitation ; then going on another farsang we
#rrived soon after seven o'clock, the evening being very dark,
at Tdleh Rudbir (oo, ‘,J':.), having fatigued our horses and
ourselves by a journey of eight and twenty or nine and
twenty 1niles; of which the first ten or eleven were through
deep snow ; and the remainder on a very rugged and ditlicult
path, but in such a country, as would, at a favourable sea-
son, present to a landscape painter, during every mile, the
most admirable subjects for delineation ; views of sublime,
romantick and beautiful scenery. Though not faradvanced
mto Mdzenderan, we had already passed through some tangs
or narrow chasms between rocks and mountains, of cxtraor-
dinary appearance; one I hastily sketched in my journal
(See Misc. PL fig. 22), where also I find penciiled the sim-
ple outlines of those houses which we had hitherto seen,
(fig. 28); and plans of different rice-ficlds, here very numerous
and abundantly watered; some being laid out in lines of a
horse-shoe form, one within and below another, resembling
the benches of an ancient am plutheatre. {Misc. PL fig. 24)..
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Ourhalting place wasdistinguished from ahamlet called also
Télek, (both in the district of Suvéd Kéh .§ o\), by adding
to its name Ridbdr; one of the various words employed to
express a river, or a place through which flow copious streams.
It comprised but three or four dwellings and they were of
the meanest kind. To the structure depominated a cardvin-
serd, I know not what degree of fatigue could possibly have
reconciled an European; its walls were barely four feet and a
half bigh; rudely constructed of stones and clay ; and admit-
ting the wind at various crevices; the. snow and rain Wad
lately fallen through some considerable apertures in the flat
roof, and the earthen floor was covered with wet mud to the
depth of several inches; some iarge stones, however, were
brought, and for about ten minutes served me ay a seat; but
I found it as impossible to sit here with comfort as to stand ;
and declared aloud that my situation had become intolerably
irksome. The Mehmdnddrsoonafterconducted me toahabita-
tion comparatively excellent; for a man of moderate height,
wearing his Persian cap, might move in itupright; and the floor
was dry; this inansion belonged to the naal-bund (sils) or far-
rier, who, though a native of Damghdn, had resided manv years
at Tdleh, supplying shoes for mules and horses; he had cleared
and swept for me the best corner of his house (for it formed
but one room and in this was the forge); he then spread a
mat and half-worn carpet near the fire; and seeing me con-
tentedly seated am‘l pleased with his civility, the poor man
repeated two or three times the manzil mubdrek, or felicitation .
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on arriving at a new lodging; he requested that I should
consider myself master of the house, of the forge, and of
himself; and he despatched in search of provisions, some
young men who appeared from the indication of a sable tinge
to have assisted in his evening labours at the anvil. Eggs,
bread and rice were soon procured, and greedily devoured;
but I lay down to sleep lamenting that my baggage had not
yet overtaken us, as much from the desire of refrcshing'
myself with wine or tea, as from a wish to exchange my wet
clothes for dry. Having slept two or three hours I was
awakened by the loud snoring of several men, who, although
they had notencroached on my carpet were stretched close to
itnearthehearth,cach wrappedin apistin u,“\l;,:), orgreat-coat
madc of skins; which from the warmth, began now o {ill the
place with a rank and sickening smell. 'The naal-band had
just heaped on fresh fuel and the wood being moist nearly
blinded and half-suffocated me with its smoke; the flcas, too,
of which there seemed to be thousands, tormented me inces-
santly, and banished all hopes of further repose. T'hus cir-
cumstanced I lay till morning; having by the fire-light, ob-
served among thevariousarticlesthat farnished this Hyrcanian
abode, three long match-lock muskets, hung up against the
wall; with powder-horns and parcels of bullets; whole rows .
of diﬂ'e;ent-sized horse shoes; the hamnmers, pincers and other
tools necessary to a farrier; many large bags of rice; a cock
with some hens; and a playful kitten' that often frolicked
about iny head, and seated herself on m; legs or shoulders.
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When day appeared through an hole in the ill-thatched roof,
serving both as chimney and window, I arose and had the
satisfaction to find my clothes perfectly dried. Soon after I
reccived avisit from M1'rRzA’ A’Li MUHAMME D {ouas 2= 1)
a chief of the Suvdd Kh (s &y.) district, which begins at the
first yangal or forest near the Gaditk caravansera, and extendsin
a northern direction beyond Ziréd. He brought with hima
pishkash or present consisting of grapes and pomegranates; a
lamb, five orsix cabks or partridges, and a pheasant; besides

an ample and well dressed dish of pilaw.

ITaving waited (on the 25th) until ninc o’clock in expec-
tation of the mulcteers, and beginming to apprehend that
some accident had befallen them and our baggage on the
plain of Gaduk, we prepared to mount our horses just as they
arrived. We heard of their miraculous escapes in the snow;
of their losing themselves in the forest; and above all of their
excessive hunger; this I enabled them to satisfy through the
bounty of my new acquaintance the Mdazenderani chief, who
afterwards accompanied us on the road, not only acting as
our guide, where without one equally experienced 1t would
have been impossible to find the way, but evincing on every
oecasion the most polite attention. Before we left Tdleh
Ridbar X sketched the forge; the smaller hovel adjoining, used
as a stable; the fertile valley whercin are seen two buildings
or frames constructed of wood, on which rice-straw is stacked
and preserved; with the magnificently wooded mountains
that enclose the valley (Sce Plate LXX).
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From Tileh we proceeded six or seven miles; then forded
the river just below a bridge, part of which having fallen, had
never becen repaired ; this is called Pul-i-sefid (waw J) or ““the
““white bridge.” From a hovel formed of branches and mud,
covered with leaves and straw, and styled a cdravansera, 1
made the view engraved in Plate LXVIII, representing the
bridge; the road leading towards it from Tdleh and those lofty,
wooded hills among which the river beautifully winds. We
advanced from this spot about one mile and a half, when 1
turned off the path three or four hundred yards to view the
Tarikh sang (Sow #)b), or “stone of the epoch or date;” a
sculptured monument of which some peasants had given me an
account. Itstandson the kheydbdn( \Ls)or causeway,once a
broad and excellently paved road leadingto Sdriinasstraight a
direction as the inflexions of the river and natural asperities
and inequalities of the country would admit; but now so
ruined that a traveller can derive from it but little benefit.
"T'his Taritkh Sang is a natural rock, sixteen or seventeen feet
high, smoothed on the outer face, and rudely carved in lines
and squares as I have delincated in Plate LXVII, It con-
tained a short inscription nearly obliterated ; said to com-
memorate Sua’a Appa’s’s construction of the causeway;
and the word sench s or year, forming part of the date,
seemed to confirm this report; and, atleast, by its ¢aalik form
(m=-) to prove the sculpture of no very remote antiquity.
We descended into the flat grounds, ri(‘iing across the river

in many of its windings; forcingour way Jirough the forest,
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or scrambling over hills by most steep and rugged paths; at
four miles beyond the sculptured stone, M1’rza” A’'L1 Mu-
mAMMED pointed out a mountain on the left, where, accord-
ing to popular tradition, Rustaw first encountered the Dr’v-
1-Ser1’p, who having been defeated, fled towards Amul.
Mi1’rza’ ALt took this opportunity of explaining what he him-
self thought respecting the Dives, and the opinion of all intel-
ligent persons with whom he had spoken on that subject(*”).
During the pleasant and instructive conversation of M1’rza’
A’rr, I felt but slightly the fatigaes of our morning’sride, which
terminated at Zirab (1,;), after a stage generally reckoned
of four farsangs; but it almost baffled my calculation by the
intricacies and difficulties of the rugged path which led us

ey 22 2 X Y2 2 L X L2 A 2 T2 D Ly 2 e LYy S 22T

(**) Under various names, such as Div-i-Sefid, the ¢ white giant or demon;” Div i-
Surkh, the “red Div;" Divi-Aulid, Divi-Arzhenk and others, were designated
certain powerful chieftains, Marzebins or *‘lords of the marches” in this proviuce, who
long refused to acknowledge themselves the subjects of any Persian monarch, but
were ufter mauy combats overpowered by a general called RustaM. From the colour
of thieir hair, or complexion, or some other personal circumstavce, they derived the
titles or epithets serving to distinguish them; and from the skins of wild beasts in which
they were clothed, and their excessive cruelty towards invaders, these described them,
as monsters having tails, and armed with horn:, fangs and talons; thus we find them
now represented in the pictures that ornement romances. It is, however, most pro-
bable, that those chiefs occasionally dwelt in caverns among the rocks ss places of
security; and that baitles bad beeu fought on those spots still indicated by tradition.
I shall, in the course of this volume endeavour to prove, (if such a matter be capable of
proof) that although Mézenderin was not perhaps the peculiar country, yet it appears
to have been a favourite and original residence, of the Dives; and that two very
ingenious Europeau travellers must have been deccived by the name of Kalaa Sefid
or the “ white castle” in Firs, when they supposed it to have been an ancient habi-
tation of the * White Giant" See anote on Marzebin in the Appendix, last Axticle,
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up and down steep hills; through chasms between rocks,
across the river Télir, (now broad and rapid, but often very
considerable) at least twenty times; among trees where a
passage could seldom be found for two persons abreast; and
frequently in morasses where our horses sunk to the saddle-
girths at every step.

Having alighted at Zirdb 1 was conducted to a wooden
emdret or structure, situale on a rising ground, but by no
means the more reconcileable with my notions of-comfort,
because the king had occupied it on his summer excursions ;
for the trunks of trces which formed the walls of its only
room, did not meet each other at any part within a hand’s
breadth ; and the roof made of leaves laid on branches (both
now almost rotten) was so open that the rain and snow had
rendered the floor a puddle three inches deep. From this I
lovked with longing eycs on a neat and compact edifice
among some trecs below me; and hinted at the superior ac-
commodation which, apparently, it might afford ; but I re-
linquished all hopes ot lodging there when my servants
informed me that the building had been latcly erected in
honour of A’su’ Ta’LEB (b oY), a holy Imdmzddeh ; the
ancient tomb of this venerable saint having, within a few
years, sbeen destroyed by an earthquake. Meanwhile I re-
ceived a visit from M1 rza” ALt MunamumED, who perceiv-
ing the damp and airy state of my habitation, declared that
to remain in such a place during the whiole night, at this sea-
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son of the year,would probably occasion a tab-u-larz () )
or ¢ fever and ague,” {rom which I might never recover; and
this, he said, besides exposing him to the anger of his sover-
eign, (whose guest I was), would, from considerations of
private and personal regard, be a source of considerable
regret.  Resolving, therefore, to amcliorate if possible, my
situation, the M1’rza” left me ; but I doubted much whether
in this instance his endeavours could be rendered effectual ;
from the first day of our journey the best quarters in every
stage had been, invariably, assigned to me; and this wl?ofe
place, which T had hastily examined, secmed Lo offer but two
or three sheds and stables, in whichM1’rza” Sa‘pex, Mvu'ra’
Appa’s, all our scervants, the muleteers, horses and mules
were crowded together. My kind friend, however, soon
returned, and conducted me to a dwelling from which he had
just dislodged a poor old man, the keeper of the Imédm zddeh’s
tomb. This new abode was a room of thirteen feet long, and
nine broad, without chimney or window ; the side walls were
five feet high; formed of boards and slightly ptastered on the
inside with clay; the roof was of rice-straw and decayed
leaves, looscly thrown on branches; and that they might not
be blown away, some boughs had been laid over all. This
room or house was attached to the inclosed area of the tomb,
near which grew some noble trees, evidently of great age.
These, the tomb, and my chamber I sketched, as in Plate
LXVII; with the wonded hills on both sides, and the rive
Télér running in the valley, which its stream often com pletely
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inundates; thence, probably, the name of Zirdd (,;) “under
““water” has been given to this place. A carpet was spread,
a charcoal fire kindled, and I soon found myself well esta-
blished in the lodging ; but could not without difficulty fix,
on its uneven floor, the feet of my palang (_<L) or bed-stead.
The original proprietor of this room, (whose flowing beard

might have demanded veneration, had he not, through some |
religious vow, as I understood, tinged it with a bright orange
dye) paid me the usual congratulatory compliments; and
brought as a pishkash or present, some fine benafshehs (xtii),
violets white and blue; of which thousands were growing
beneath the snow. Ile requested money to purchase, or to
supply with oil, a lamp for the holy tomb ; and sworc that he
would offer up a thousand prayers for my prosperity at the
shrine of his favourite saint, But from Mi1'rza® A'rx I
reccived a more substantial return for an inconsiderable gift ;
Lie sent to nic (on a tray) two picces, each containing several
yards of a coarse but serviceable stutt called chikhd (\sye-),
manufactured and much worn in this country ; it is generally

of a yellowish-brown culour.,

On the 26th at half past seven o’clock we set out from
Zirdab (where I took leave of the worthy Mdzenderdni chief)
and preceeded as hefore, through forests and over mountains,
or in the river Tdlir, which we frequently crossed ; after two
hours wearisome ride Mu’LA” ApBA’s surprised me by a pro-
“posal of breakfasting ; we alighted, anc® his black servant, a
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Habshi (k) or Abyssinian, produced two laggans, or basins
of cuppe;' tinned (such as bave been already described and
delineated) tied up in a large but not very clean handkerchief,
which however, on this occasion served asa table-cloth ; the
lugganscontained fowls, concealed in masses of cold boiled rice.
Having finished our repast and refreshed ourselves with a
draught from the neighbouring stream, we went on, struggling
at onetime, throughmire of so tenacious aconsistence, that our
horses could scarcely extricate theirlegs from the sloughs; at
another time fording the river wheve it was between threc and
four {cet deep ; and often endeavouring to discover an easier
or safer path among the trecs; “a traveller finds here,”-said
the facetious Mu’La’, “such an admirable variety of roads
“as must embarrass him in his choice ; for besides the Khey-
“dban (,"\a). or causeway, which, it must be acknowledged
““js a little klerdal (r._.:\f) or damaged, there are, the rdh-jangali
"(UL(.\,. o, or “forest-road,”’ therdh- ubz(dﬂ o\,)or “water-road,”
“and the rdéh-gili ) L)) or “mud-road.”  Atlength, having
tried all, we emcrged, about seven miles from Ziréb, out of a
morass,and arrived at the bottom of a high hill, which seemed
to forman insuperable barrieragainst our further progress; the
side being almost perpendicularly steep, and the path a mere
succession of large stones, thrown one above another on the
soft clay, but at such a distance that between each there was
a pool or mire three feet deep, into which horses, mules and
even the men who had dismounted, could not save themselves’
from sinking. Ikndw nothow we should have overcome the
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difficulties of this ascent, had not the providegt Mi'rza’ ALl
anticipated our distress, and kindly stationed several soldiers,
hardy and active woodmen, to assist us in climbing the Ser-i-
Kella, or Kela, for so this acclivity was called(’®). We ascend-
ed, at last, to the ruined causeway, each horse and mule having
been dragged up by some men, while others shoved them on
from behind; both men, horses and mules oftep falling when
near the summit, and in their retrograde motion overthrowing
those whoscrambled after them. Aboutamile beyond this was
the Mian-i-kelid, and a little favther, the Bun-i-keld, two passes,
much resembling in badness of road, that which I have above
desceribed.  In these names the word keld (which I saw thus
written ¥) significs, according to the dialect of Mdazenderdn,
(as a native, but by no means of infallible authority, informed
me), some kind of house, or rather houses in the aggregate;
and alluded probably to the series of dwellings orsmall villages
mentioned by Pietro della Valle as having been constructed
here a little before his tune (the vear 1618); but of which no
vestiges now remain; and therefore, Ser-i- Keld (% .) would
be, &the place where those buildings first began;” Aidn-i-
Kele (8 Jas), the “middle,” and Bun-i-Keld (% ), “the

“Jowest part of them,” or “the spot where they termin-
.."oqsoomqrom:boomm“o“““mm“m.

(**; 1t might have surprised a stranger uot acquainted with the political relations
subsisting between Englawd and Persia, to fiud these Hyrcanians armed, in the midst
of their own forssts, with mu kets almost uew, lwarmg the name of London, and the
Tower-mark. They wore the bayonets ju their ccmr-la ds (M JAS ) or girdles,
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ated”(i”). We vode on the causewa;v, in such parts of it
as were still u:lilnpgired, turning off frequently to right or
left, where the stones of its pavement long since displaced
by torrents, were deeply bedded in moist clay. It did not
appear that any attempts had lately been made toward repa-
ration, and somc immense trees fallen across the road, (their
aged roots seeming totally decayed) obstructed it in a very
considerable degree; for such branches ouly had been
removed as left a passage in width barely sufficient to admnit
a loaded mule, and in height for a man on horseback to go
through, not without stooping. Of thosc trees and of hun-
dreds on every side, the trunks would have furnished excellent

planks twenty-five or thirty inches broad, and from twenty
.0“00.‘.400.0’O...0.'.001&..“‘”.“0.‘.._’0‘“‘0...&.

(") Yet Della Valle rendered Miin-i Kela by “ the middle of the scull;” his words
are “Ce ne andammo la sera ad allogiar in una di quelle picciole ville, nuovamente
* fabricate s la strada, che si chiama Mioni Kielle, in lingua nostra, Mezo del Tes-
“chio” (Viaggi, Lett. 4, da Ferhabad). 1 had writien in my journal Kelleh or Kalleh
(4S) for Kela, and, like the Halian traveller, shonld perbaps bave translated it a “scull;”
although unable to assign any reason for its entering into the composition of thuse names.
But Keizappears to be pure Persian according to the best manuscript dictionaries, which
indicate its different meaunings; at present it is only necessary for me to notice one, its pri-
marysignification, a “frog;™ as [ strongly suspect from Herbert’s quaint description, that
this was the village of which be bad forgotten ihe nume, although he may have recollected
something ofits import; the place that he styles a *‘town of frogs” from the multiplicity
of those croaking animals which there annoyed him (in May, 1827); aud the distance
of twenty one miles from Aliabid, assigned to it by bim sufficiently agrees with my
calculation. His words are **a small village whose name I have forgot ; buf remember
“ very well that the frogs, (the Bui-bulls, or Philomels of this marish place) assembled
“in such pumbers and chirped such loathsome tunes, that we wished Homer would
“ have given them aucther king: for as one writes, Garrula limosis Rana coaxat aqwis, ée.
“'To Aliavarr, one and twey y miles from the Town of Frogs, we rode next night,” &e.
(Herbert's Travels, p. 182, Edit, of 1665).



February 1812.] RUINED BRIDGES. 245

to thirty feet long. Six or seven miles bBeyond the middle
Keld, neara ruined bridge, sjtuate in a most romantick spot,
amidst scenery which to a more accomplished landscape
painter than myself, would have afforded an admirable sub-
ject, we met u lady of high rank, the wife of some Khdén,
proceeding to join her husband at Tekrdn.  She was mounted
on a finc tall mule; over her face hung a veil of cross-barred
linen; the stripes being red, blue and brown, and between
them various small openings through which she saw and
breathed ; her chakmah (2al>)or boots were of the red Bulgdr
(,\d;) or Russia leather; and like all the females of this country,
she rode astride; her attendants were two women, muffled in
white chdders (o's) or sheets; and fowr men, of whom one was
on foot, carrying along Persian matchlock gun, a sword, a
dagger or large knife, and a shield fastened at his back, be-
sides seven or eight powder-horns and shot pouches. From
the ruined bridge we went on about half a farsang to another
not yet so much delapidated, over which we passed with
some difliculty and danger. Ncar this, the ground had been
partially cleared of trces; but a great number still remained,
and those of vast bulk and majestick height; from their rich
and noble appearance, the cawing of rooks that occupied
their Pl'anches, the fine outline of woodcd hills and the ample
expanse of level tracts, I almost fancied mysclfriding through
the ancient and neglected demesne or park of some Norman .
seigneur or Englisl: gentleman; but m venerable chateau or
manor-house was to*be discerned among the lofty trees; norr
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could the illusive idea of such mansions, their comforts and
their elegancics, be more strongly contrasted than with the ac-
tual state of those hovels at Skirgdh (s ,s5) where we closed the
journey of this day; having travelled (from Zirdh ) seventeen
or cighteen miles, I was herereceived by nine or ten horse-
men, and observed, as we entered the place, some fellows
amusing themselves on the road side, by tormeunting a large
Khig, (%) “a wild boar or hog,” (called also Guraz 1) which
had been slightly wounded,and though bleeding, and tied witl:
a rope, still defended itselt against several dogs, with much
ferocity. One of the horsemen pereeiving that this exlibition
did not afford me pleasure, relieved the creature from all
pain by cutting it nearly in two, with a single blow af his
sharp and crooked sword, penetrating through the thickest

vertebral bones.

Almost twohundred yearsago, DellaValle(Lett. 4.) describ-
ed this place as una villa cattiva detta Scirgah; to me it secmed
not worthy of' being entitled a village ; although the epithet
bad was still more applicable than any other that could pos-
sibly have been used in the description of it. The housvs,
were not, however, worse than those which we bad hitkerto
seen in Mdzenderdn; the walls being constructed chiefly of
rude boughs or trunks of trees, sometimes six or eight feet
high, often not more than five, placed perpendicularly in the
ground at equal inte{ﬁ‘hls; attached to them horizontaliy,

were twigs, small brdnches, or laths, cyvered on the vulside
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with a coat of mud ; the roofs were of rice-straw or leaves,
spread on branches ; but seldom so perfectly as to exclude
Leavy rain; nor had I yet seen one of these habitations into
which a person could enter without wetting his feet at the
very threshold, in mire or filth up to his ankles. Of the edi-
fices that constituted this villa cattiva, the reader may form a
just estimate from the sketch givenin Pl. LXIX, most accu-
rately representing what was regarded as the best, and conse-
quenll‘\',allottéd as usual to me: this view I took from the back
whence the structure appeared to greatest advantage. The lit-
tle wooden door, three feet three inches high, and two feet wide,
was, with the point on which it turned, all of one solid piece,
like the stone doors before noticed (p.45). The other,or front
door, immediately on the road, was five feet hi gh. Various
accidental apertures in the roof and walls, (where the clay
had fallen off), served as outlets for the smoke, which pro-
ceeded from a wood fire kindled in a hollow of the earthen
floor ; they supplied also the place of a window, admitting
suﬁicicnt light for the purposes of reading or writing. My
« chamber” was sepaﬁited on one side by a very thin parti-
tion of twigs. plastercd with mud, from a stable which afiford-
ed but imperfect shelter to fourteen or fifteen horses and
mules. ~ One of these surprised me ridiculously by thrusting
his head%ften through an opening in the partition justover the-
bed on which I sat. At the other side was a similar stable,.
_into which, on this occasion, most of 0_1'1;‘ grooms and mule-
teers, two black servamts, and other feucws had crowded.
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There the most eloquent among them related wonderful tales
of giants and fairies, adventurcs of celebrated heroes, and
illustrious princesses, and the combats of Rustanm with one
of the Mazanderani Dives, “a story, said the narrator, doub] y
“ interesting to us here, since all the world knows that they
« fought on this very spoé.” . Thus during three or four
hours after night-fall they entertained themselves and mé; for
‘through the slight partition, every word was mnst d:stmclly
heard ; but-towards midnight some began to snore aloud,
while -others quarrelled respecting the duty of supplying
'wood for the fire round which they had been assembled;
from this dispute I learned that if the Persian language
abounds’in flattering and delicate expressions of compliment,
it is not less copious and energetick in the gross phraséolugy

of objurgation.

Nearly resembling the structure just described were almost
all the habitations which we had hitherto found in this region
of forests ; but it must be observed that they are merely the
temporary dwellings of a few men, whe atlend at these céra-
vanserds and ditkans (¥0) or ““shops,” to furnish travellers with
rice, eggs, and fowls, shoes for horses and mule;, and pther
necessary articles; whilst the women and children live in
more commodious houses, situate among the woods and
hills, at such a distance from the road as.to secure their ten-
ants against the brutality and insolence of the great lords,
the soldiers, and others who attend them on their journies.
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The only females whom I had seen since we entered this pro-
vince were the lady and her two maids already mentioned ;
and 1 doubt whether any families of Mazanderdn conﬁne

remselves in small vnllan‘es surrounded with walls, like those
of.the southetn provinces. But however mean may be the
accommodations of its scatteréd houses, however different or
perilous the roads that lead to them, a stranger who passes
through this country is amply indemnified for | privations and
inconveniencies by the oppor tunity of contemplating nature’s
beauties under various forms; hills and dales, rocks and
mouniains, thick forests and stately groves,” considerable
rivers, bhdlluvg brooks, water-falls, all that admirers of *pic-
turesque” scenery could desire to combine; and 1 forgot the
‘nuisances of my hovel at Shirgah, while gazing on the adja-
cent dingle, the violets that cluthed its banks, and the wind-
ing stream that murmured through it; but of. these the prin-
cnml charm consisted, perhaps, In a resemblance (whéther
real or imaginary) which-they bore to a favourite dingle and
stream in Wales; thereby exciting a train of delighttul ideas, -
ever associated with the recollection of homc("‘).

Onthe 27th at an early hour a messenger sent by the Vazir-
of Mdzanderdn, brought me two lmmpcrs containing nine or
ten lurge Russian bottles, full of red wine; proc uwd, 1t was
said, irom some Armenians of Balfuridsh (ov Darfurish ), who
traded with the Russians-of Astrakhan. At seven o’clock we
set out and proceeded by a very bad road through a most
beautiful country, the river Tdlir being on our lefl during
the first three miles;; we then crossed it; at the fourth and
fitth mile we.could discern occasionally thmunh openings of
the forest, Mount lamdvand’s lofty summit, bmrm\g from us
pearly W. S, W.  We rode over one brldu{, built of stone
and brick, and over two or three others constructed of large
beams and bvards; at the seventh mile we ascended a hill
admiraBly wooded, when a prospect unfolded itsell to our-
viéw, tar mcwdmg_all my powers of description with, the:

-
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(**) From the bulk of manus ript matesials yet before nfy, 1 am here induced to adopt
u closely-printed page, that this pork, even at the expeuse of ynographical beauty and
wniformity, may bccomprchende within the limits of three voiumes,
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pen, or of delineation with the pencil. Near us was the sweet
village of Alidbdd (sV\We), wilth its neat farm-houses and cot-
tages, grouped among orange trees now loaded with fruit; and.
beyond it, thou%h distant several farsangs, over a tract of
forests and richly cultivated ground, the Caspian Sea was
visible with a heavy brownish cloud resting on its horizon as
far as the eye could reach. Having enjoyed this magnificent
and unbounded prospect for half an hour, we advanced
about two miles, and met MuraMMED SHERL'F KuA'N, an
officer of highrank, belonging to the prince ot Sdri’s court,and
a man of the most pleasing manners; he was attended by
many horsemen; some of whom discharged their muskets, and
threw the jerid (say,»), galloping about as usual on such oc-
casions ; soon afterwards came an stikbdl from Aligbdd ; the
principal inhabitants led by a very lean kedkhuda (or chicf
houscholder) and a very fat £aji (or one who had made the
religious pilgrimage to Mecca) : here also a bt or buffoon,
having presenled me some violets in a ceremonious and not
ungraceful manner, immediately began to strike with his
fingers a small drum which he held under his left arm, and
to dance with uncouth and vehement gesticulations. Surrt’r
Kua’~ informed me that his Prince would consider as a
tavour my halting this day at Alidbdd; that he had sent fifty
men to repair the road between that place and Séri, in parts
that had been undermined and injured by the water ; that he
had postponed a journey to Asterdbad, solely tor the pur-
pose of receiving in his capital the IKnglish Ambassador’s
brother ; and that I should be welcomed next day on my
approach to the city, by an éstikbal of two hundred horsemen,
conducted by Hussein Kia’N, a nobleman of distinction.
1 alighted consequently at a house prepared for my accomo-
dation in the village, baving travelled but three farsangs, or
about eleven miles ; from Shirgdh to Alitbéd. This 1s the
spot described by Sir Thomas Herbert with much accuracy in
a few words('’); although he has written the name errofieously;
deceived by the substitution of v for b, (of which an hundred
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("*) “To Aliavarr, one @ud twenty miles from the Town of Frogs (see p. 244) we
“ rode next night; a very pleasant place for earth, water and wood, snd where we found

“‘store of pheasunts; a bird abounding in these Hyrcanian towns,” &c. (Herbert's
Travels, p. 182, Edit. of 1665).
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examples might be every day remarked), and the lisp with
which many Persians affect to speak. Alidbdd, (in respectat
least to Sar: and Bérfurish ), is more correctly placed by Han-
way in his map, than most of the other towns of this country
(Trav. Vol. I. p. 345). TForster, the third and perhaps
the last European traveller who, before myself, has noticed
this place, describes it as the * small village of Alhabad;” and
he mentions its well-supplied daily market. My computation
supposes it a little farther from Barfurishthan his; but it would
bhe unreasonable to expect minute accuracy of mensuration
from those who on horseback and with much difficulty, cross
during winter the intermediate tract of country, by such a road
as he found there on the 29th of January 1784, and I on the
10th of March 1812. His account, given in the note may
without any alteration be applied to its present state(*).

At Alibbdd the accommodations were excellent; ‘many
houses reminded me of some in Brabant and Flanders ; seve-
ral were roofed with very good red tiles, each about thirtecn
inches long, and resembling a half cylinder (See Misc. Pl. fig.
25). 'I'wo handsome rooms were assigned to me by the Ked
Khuda, at his own mansion ; butthis arrangement probably
aused much inconvenience to the females of his household,
who on my arrival had removed to the Harem of a ncighbour;
whence, with twenty other women, some wrapped in white
sheets, many in a striped or cross-barred stuff like our Scotch
plaid, they amused themselves from the walls, and among the
orange trees, by staring al a Farangki whenever I walked out;
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(®) *The road this day was the worst I ever had travelled on, and required in the
«winter season continued labour to make it passable. Thouugh deep dilches are ex-
« tended on each side, and drains cut across to carry off the extraordinary moisture of
“the soil, we proceeded with much difficulty and hazard " (Forster’s journey rom Bengal
to England, &c. Vol. I1. p. 203, 4to edit.) 1t is probable that he only visited the few
hovels n[.AIiébéd adg:iaing that part called the Bézdr; and calculated the dll_tan.ce ac-
cordingly; this may be inferred from his particular notice of the market, and his silence
respecting the large aud haudsome farm houses and other buildings which constitute
what | have denominated the village; and which are scattered at a distance of almost
two miles from the Bézdr, in a direction nearly south-eastern, and therefore, by so
much the more remate from Bérfurish, the object of Mr. Forster's journey. So ob-
servant and ingenious a traveller would scarcely have on¥ited to mention a spot of such
striking beauty, His measurement from the Bazdr, and .aine frum the village, will thus

reduce the difference of our respective calculations, almost to uothing.
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two or three, neither the youngest nor the prettiest, came
frequently to whichever of my rooms I did not actually
occupy at the moment, in search of slippers, coffee-cups, a
spoon, a china bowl, or some other trifling article which they
had left behind them. This place abounds in provisions of
every kind; I was feasted off six or seven ample dishes,
(among which one contained pheasant) with three porcelain
bowls of different sherbets ; besides mdst (wle or sour-milk),
sweet-meats, pomegranates and oranges; there was bread,
also, but it had been brought from Sdr:, as all made at Ak-
abad (it local report may be credited) invariably proved
unwholesome, and in some instances had occusioned death.
In the cvening I received a visit from MuHaMmeD SHERL ¥
IKua’n, whom the Prince had appointed to accompany me
as an additional Melmdandar; soon atter came the principal
Ked Khudd and other housc-holders of the village; they ask-
ed many questions about Yangidunid or America, a subject
respecting which they evinced as much inqguisitiveness and
ignorance as had often been displayed by men of lngher
rank in the south of Persia. They assured me that the pash-
chs, ¢ gnats or mosquitoes,” had not yet appcared though my
legs were smarting, at the same time, from some flies so much
resembling them, and so numerous that in the night 1 tound
it necessary to spread the gauze curtains over my bed. T'he
weather was delightfully mild during the day; at three o’clock
(without any fire in the room, all doors and windows bheing
open), the quicksilver in Fahrenheit’s Thermometer rose to
54; the evening was cold and rendered a bright charcoal
fire agrecable. It was here customary, as I understood, for
many persons to assemble in the winter nights about a
wooden frame, nearly four feet square and seventeen or eigh-
teen inches high, placed over a hole dug in the earthen floor
and filled with burnin? charcoal; each person applies his
feet to the frame, lays his head on a pillow or cushion, and
one great lehdf (w\a) (a quilted sheet, or stuffed countérpane)
is thiown over all who are thus kept warm during a sleep of
several hours. In my room was one-of those wooden frames,
which the servants ralled a kursi (_uf); this name is given
also to a chair, a throne, or any raised and moveable seat.
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Soon after seven o’clock on the 28th of February, we set
out from Alidb4d; and having proceeded half a farsang in
the direction of N. N. W. (Mount Damdvand bearing nearly
S. W.) we halted some time at the Bazdr belonging to that
village, and caused the feet of our horses to be caretully ex-
amined, new shoes applied, or nails driven, a duty which the
roads of Mdzanderdn render indispensable every day and
almost every hour; indeed there is scarcely a farsang with-
out a naalband or farvier. This L Bazdr (as the word im-
ports) is a market-place, and not only supplies the village
of which it bears the name, but all the surrounding country
to a distance of twelve or fourteen miles ; the inhabitants
chiefly frequent it on Wednesdays; and I heard that above
one hundred cows, sheep, calves and lambs are killed in it
for the consumption of each week. Beet was said to be here
a much more coinmon article of food than in the southern
provinces. About four miles farther we alighted to brehkfast
under some trees of immense size close to the Sidh-rad (v, \n)
or “Black River;” here 1 sketched a bridge forming part of
Sua’H ABBA’s’s causeway or Kheyabdn (See Pl. LX1X); on
which we now proceeded with considerable difficulty at the
rate of two miles an hour, so ineffectually had several men
been recently employed in repairing its innumerable defects.
This road, as was still evident, must have once been a most
magmficent avenue; being of great breadth, straight for many
farsangs, and beautifully bordered on each side with large
and stately trees.

At four miles from Sari 1 found Huserw Kima's (UG )
(the prince’s master of ceremonies) waiting to receive me; and
with him a Mastowfi or secretary, and a boy of twelve or
thirteen years, brother of Mi'rza” SA’DEK, my Mehmdanddr.
The istikbdl accompanying them consisted of about an hun-
dred and sixty horsemen, armed with muskets, and lances.
Havin} exchanged compliments, and conversed during a
few minutes, we all rode on to Sari; and after a journey of
fiftcen or sixteen miles, I entercd that city through a crowd
of at least three thousand persons, ang alighted at the house
of Mi1'rza’ REza’ () \j;0a), Vazir or chiet minister to the
prince who governs in ﬁgzenderén. He had provided for
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me a spacious chamber, handsomely gilt and painted, and
furnished with a magnificent carpet. The usual refreshments,
coffe¢ and caledns, were immediately presented by his servants,
who afterwards placed before me two trays containing various
preserved fruits, and many sweetmeats; cold pheasant, lamb,
and sherbet of different kinds; all these were offered merely
as a breakfast, and Ismaary hinted that the Vazirs cooks were
already engaged in preparing a sumptuous s/dmi (_n\8), the
dinner or evening meal.

During breakfast several large Russian bottles of red wine
were sent by my kind host, although much of that which I
had before received from him, yet remained. At four o’clock
this mnister honoured me with a visit; he had just returned
from the prince’s palace, and wore his full court dress, of stiff
gold brocade, with fur. His son, my AMechmandar, (a man
about twenty-three years old) accompanied him; but stood,
in a respectful manner, during three quarters of an hour,
whilst the Vazir continued with me; it was well known, how-
ever, that the strongest affection subsisted between them; yet
according to the custom of Persia, filial rcverence prohibited
his sitting in the presence of his father; at least among stran-
gers or on ceremonious occasions. I remarked also, that
although pertectly well qualified, and before others always
rcady, to converse agreeably ; he now only spoke in answer to
questions. The Fazir and 1 sat on one nammed, and by his
invitation, Mu’'La” Apna’s, atter a few minutes seated himselt
in an opposite corner of the room. Having officially pre-
sented many compliments of congratulation on my arrival,
trom the prince, and less formally from himself, the minister
fixed an hour for introducing me at court the next day. We
then talked on various subjects; he enumerated the towns in
this country most worthy of inspection, and calculated the
intermediate distances; endeavouring to prove that I might
remain his guest at Séri five or six days, visit all those places,
vet be at home in Tehrdn on the feast of Nauriz, according
to my declared wish and intention. Conversing on various
Kinds ot fruits, ne made a sign to his servants who crowded
about the doors and windows, (as usual during the visit of a
Persian nobleman); they soon brought a large tray of oran-
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ges and lemons, which had grown in the gardens of the Vazir's
house; indeed the court before my chainber contained several
orange trees, loaded with fruit apparently ripe. Of local
antiquities 1 could not obtain much information, and began
to apprehend that many venerable monuments which some
of my manuscripts described asvisible here, no longer existed,
or that at least their names had been forgotten. On this sub-
ject, indeed, any very confident expectations might have
been repressed by a passage in the MS. Tarikh i Tabristdn,
which, relating various events of the Muhammedan year 325,
(or of our era 936) mentions that ““in this year an inundation
“occurred at Sdri, which totally destroyed that city; and
“of its former buildings left none remaining; and all the
“inhabitants of Sdri retived to the hilly country, until God
¢ had reduced the water”(*"). It will appear, however, from
other extracts ot the same work, that some mounds of carth
or tumular monuments extremely ancient, must have rasisted
the violence of this flood which easily swept away the houses,
at that time here and throughout Tabristan, very frail struc-
tures, as we learn from Epx Havkav(®®). The Vazir left
me extremely pleased with the affability and politeness of his
manners; and 1 soon received further proofs of his hospita-
lity; several trays containing a dinner in quantity suflicient for
eight or ten hungry travellers, and 1 delicacy suited to palates
much more nice than mine; his servants also illwininated my
roomt most brilliantly with many thick candles each about
four feet long, in large and very handsome silver shamaaddns
or candlesticks, placed on the floor at regular intervals ; some
cherdghdans or oil-Jamps being interspersed.

Early on the 29th, M1'rza’ SA’bEK came by the Fazir's
desire to ask how I had passed the night; he brought with
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. (®) Orient, Geogr. p 17@: and the manuscript Stnyal bdeldin, which teils us that

U\ TIPS 3 ey 5_,.“& u\ﬂu"'l lpt.‘. Lu **the m-terials with which their houses

““ape built; consist chiefly in Wood and reeds.” These v .rds of one who travelled in

the tenth century, are now, in the eighteenth, equally applicable,
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him his favourite brother, several years younger than himself;
and this boy observed towards the M1°rza”as much respect
as a son towards his father. Notwithstanding my invitation,
he would not presume to sit until authorized by a look of
permission from the elder. In whatever degree of domestick
familiarity they may privately indulge, this deference is paid to
senivnty among Persian brethren before strangers and ser-
vants. My nahdr (\¢) or morning repast comprised various
dishes ot meat and nice, with fruit and sherbet, besides some
excellent fish from the Caspian sea; soon after this breaktast,
I prepared for introduction at court; drew on my chakshérs
(jptsl>), (crimson cloth boots or stockings) and at half past
cleven, with M1’rza” Sa’pEk and an officer sent for the
purpose of escorting me, I proceeded on horseback to the
Arg or citadel, where the princeresided. We were received
by IHlusein Knua’n, master of the ceremonies, in a small
room, and sat there some minutes in high-backed chairs re-
sembling those of old-fashioned European construction ; and
such as are found in the ante-chambers or waiting-rooms at
all the royal courts or palaces of Persia; here we were treated
with kaledns and coffee; and then advanced, making bows at
stated distances, until we had arrived opposite the tdlar or
open-tronted hall in which the prince was seated. Huseiwn
KHA’N next proclaimed that Ser Villam Vezli, brdder i-ilchi-
Ingliz, “the lnglsh ambassadogy brother was desirous of
¢ paying homage to his royal highness, the Shahzadeh,” or
« oftspring of the king,” .and for this parpose had come from
Tehran. 'I'he prince replied, as usual on similar occasions,
Khishamed, ¢ he is welcome.” Having been conducted to
the hall ot audience, 1 seated myselt where, by a nod, ke
seemed to direct; for during two or three minutes not one
word was spoken; at length he repeated e welceme witha
loud voice; expressed the pain he had sufferred on hearing of
the Ambassador’s illness; made numerous inquiries concern-
ing the King of England, whom he styled his uncle; tife num-
ber ot his sons; of his troops aud ships; the size and popu-
lation ot * Landan® our great metropolis. The “new world,”
Yangi-dunia or Aweyca, was not forgotten. He lumer

that the roads ot Mazenderan were so bad, and mentioned
the snow and wind of Firfizkih. I took an opportunity of
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-declaring that my reception and entertainment at his capital
had completely effaced every recollection of fatigue or danger;
and, after an interview of about half an hour,% retired with
the customary ceremonies, and returned to my apartment at
the Vazirs. Prince Murammed Kurt Mr'rza" (1,50 35 daae)
appeared to be in his twenty-seventh or twenty-eighth year,
and of a slender form ; his face seemed a little marked by the
small-pox; and his beard in length almost equalled the king’s;
his manner, which at first might have been reckoned formal
and cold, after a few minutes relaxed into a pleasing gracious-
ness(*®), His mother is of an illustrious Mdzenderani tribe,and
many persons consider him as possessing strong claims to the
future inheritance of the crown; he has ten or twelve children,
one of whom, a boy about eight years old, has lately been
appointed governor of Asterdbdd (o,\id). On my first visit,
the prince’s dress was extremely rich, of a dark green colour;
he wore bdzt-bands of jewels on his arms; diamonds, pearls,and
cmeralds decorated his camr-band or girdle,and his dagger, and
were profusely scattered in his Jap,and on the carpet near him.
But this display, however brilliant, could not much dazzle
one who had lately seen the tull lustre of his royal father on
the throne. ‘The same ceremonies were observed here as at
the other Persian courts. ‘T'he Vazir stood, during the time
of my audience, at one end of the room; near him was a row
of other ministers, mastoughs, secrelaries and ushers; several
officers of state in furred dresses remagned outside in the open

. space: before the psbace; and a large passage leading to it
was filled with tufangchis or musketéers, sitting on benches.
I remarked many workmen employed here, in repairing old
rooms, or constructing new, for the last earthquake (three
or four years ago) had done considerable damage to the arg
and to most of the ether edifices at S¢ri.  The principal Dévdin
Khdneh (6\s \p) or hall of audience, had suffered from it;
and the chamber in which the prince received me belonged
to his Rhalwet (<s)s) or private apartments; it was handsome
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(*) The prines was described by some of his courtiers, as an admirable horseman,
amiho less excellent as a poet; of his verses SHERI'F KH'A'N transcribed for me several
pages; which furnish a very favourable specimen; the | setical surname assumed h‘,

the prince in these compositions is KuusrAvi (.';} J..u‘-)
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and of good size: the ceiling coved and lined entirely with
looking-glass, in thousands of small pieces; the walls were
nearly covered with pictures of gaudy colo_urs. but most
inaccurate as to their perspective and proportions. An im-
mense battle-piece was particularly conspicuous ; and next,
the representation of an extraordinary group, expressing the
power of beauty in a manner highly ridiculous; the princi-
pal personage being SHEIKH SENAAN (Lleis aat), 2 grey-
bearded Musulman, who, though he had attained the reputa-
tion of sanctity, became so fascinated by the charms of a
fair Christian, that he was induced not only to drink wine
like an infidel, but to contaminate himself and scandalize
all true believers by eating pork(*).

When it was known that the Vazér had returned from court

I hastened to pay him my respects. IIe mentioned that the
late earthquake had not only injured several, and totally
destroyed some houses at Sari, but had also killed many of
the inhabitants; that it had pervaded a great portion of Md-
zenderdn, and that at 4'mu!l particularly, its violence had been
most severely felt. I expressed iny apprehensions of having
wearied the prince with too long a visit, adding that his affa-
bility and politeness had caused me to forget the lapse of
time. ‘I perceived,” says the Vazér ¢“that during this day’s
‘“ audience, you seemed to me twjee, as if desirous of going
*¢away; but his Royal Highness’s | ﬁoks at the same moments,
““expressed a wish tM@t the interviewsshould not terminate
“sosoon.” The courseof conversation proved that the Vézir
was eminently accomplished as a linguist; and from subse-
uent information communicated by different persons, it ap-
peared that besides his mother-tongue, he understood the Ara-
bick ; Turkish as spoken in the East and West; thayGeorgian
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(™) In this pieture, the dukhter or ** damsel,” approaching the saint, is attended by
an ill looking fellow habited in such clothes as were worn in France or England about
an hundred years l30; these shew him to be a Farangki or European ; and a black pig
which he carries under his arm sufficiently proves him, in this country, to be a Christian,
The story of SHETKH SENAAN is a favourite subject anioug the Persians; and this
Pig scene expresses, to their gloss perceptions, the influence of love, much more forei-

i-l{ than “ Cupid tamiug a Lion,” or the most refined ynd beautiful aliegory of éfaasi-
cal antiquity.
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and Armenian languages; the Mdzenderdni and other provin-
cial dialects. On philology, a subject at all times most
interesting to me, our discourse was now insensibly protracted
to so late an hour that I necessarily tpostponed, until the next
day, my intended examination of those structurés which
Hanway (Vol. I. p. 292) has described as ancient Fire-Tem-
les. During my visit at the minister’s, his son, Mi1’rza’
A’DEK, whom he both loved and admired, stood in the open
court outside the window, but near enough to hear our con-
versation; with him was a crowd of servants and towns people,
from whom he was only distinguished by the rich dress which
he had worne at the palace; neither on him nor on thein,
did the Vézir twice condescend to cast his eyes. In the
evening my room was illuminated as on the night preceding,
and its floor displayed three or four large silver trays, on each
of which were several dishes and bowls with high ccnical-
shaped covers, all likewisc of solid silver and of handsome
workmanship. In these were contained pilaw and chiluw or
rice under different forms; chickens, pheasants, lamb, fish,
and the usual varieties of shirini or sweetmeats, besides fruit
and sherbet. An officer attended by eight or nine servants
had brought this dinner from the palace; it had been prepared
by the prince’s own cooks, one of whom, as Ismaair in-
formed me, had inquired of him in the morning, what meat I
particularly liked. When these eireumstances were, some
weeks afterwards, mentioged to a l%w of my acquaintance
at Tehrdn, he declared that such a4#eur conferred on any
Persian nobleman must have cost him, in sums to be distri-
buted among those who brought the dinner, at least one hun-
dred guineas or tumdns; on this occasion they had been com-
manded not to accept any remuneration for their trouble.

Next day, (March the first) the prince gave an additional
proof of his wish to comfpliment the English ambassador in
my person, by sending me atanearly hour a Khelaat or “dress.
“ of honour, ”comprising a magnificent kabba (\3) of gold em~
broidery on flowered silk; an outside coat with fur; a splen~
did camrband (siy4S) or girdle, of gold brocade, and a fine
Cashmerian shawl; there was also a vory handsome white-
Turcomdni horse with a silver leading-chaiu.. Lhad originally,



260 PERSIA. [Chap. 17.

intended to explore, this morning,whatever remains of ancient
monuments were visible near Sdrf, and immediately after
commence my journey towards Ashraf; but the prince’s va-
luable gift merited something more than thanks expressed to
the officer who brought it; and indeed, the usage of Persian
courts required that one who had been honoured with a robe
of state should present himself, clothed in it, before the illus-
trious donor. Accordingly at noon, fully invested with this
gorgeous dress,and mounted on the white charger, 1 proceeded
about three quarters of a mile from the city, to a kind of
summer house, which the prince was building in the middle
of a very large new garden. SnEer1’F Kua'~y accompanied
me, and after ceremonies nearly similar to those observed on
my introduction at the Arg, I was led up some very steep
and bad wooden stairs to the room where Munnammep Kuwi
M1’rRza” sat, wrapped in furs, the day being very cold, and
the emdaret or edifice open to the wind; a large cushion sup-
ported his back, and he was without jewels or any other mark
of distinction. He had come out to the hammdm or bath, and
was engaged in superintending the plantation of trees and
flowers in this new garden, which he had undertaken to make
in hopes of pleasing the king; he thereforc begged that I would
walk through it, and report to his majesty.its flourishing con-
dition ; and particularly the forwardaess of some fine orange
and cypress trees, lately gransplanted. 1 bhad seated myself
near the door; after a gew minules the prince desired me to
come nearer, and we #pnversed almost half an hour; he re-
gretted that my time for seeing the country was so limited
“ wakt tang shud” (a4 S& ), he ordered Suerir Kna's
to attend me wheresoever I might wish to go in Mazenderan.
He again spoke of America and its mines, and seemed struck
by the account of the regent of Portugal’s grand diamond ;
he hoped that the king and the ambassador would come from
Tehran in the course of another year, when his palace and
this new garden ight be in a more perfect state. JHaving
taken leave of the prince I walked with Suerir Kna'~ and
Mr'rza’ Sa’pek through most parts of the garden{*); and,
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(*) It was equally divided at right angles by two principal walks, and at the point
where they crossed each other, stood the summer-house, or eméret {9 _,\u), in which
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returned to my manzel ( ;i) or lodging at half past one;
then gladly divested myselt of the cambrous finery, gold bro-
cade, furs and shawls; and still more gladly, of the kafsh
(LaaS) or loose slippers with wooden heels two inches high, in
which I had contrived, not without much pain and difficulty,
to walk above a mile in the prince’s gardens. The day was
now gloomy, and rain began to fall. Fahrenheit’s Thermo-
meter stood at 53 in the room not warmed by a fire.

_ I then rode out to visit those monuments which Hanway
dignified with the title of Fire-temples; but some,as my guide
declared, had been destroyed by the late earthquake, and
considerable heaps of ruins seemed to confirm his report;
these heaps, however, were merely masses of brick masonry,
and there is reason to belicve not very ancient, for one gumbed
yet remaining entire,and apparently corresponding in length
and form to those described by Hanway, is evidently a
building of Muhammedan ages, and exhibits in very dis-
tinct characters an Arabick inscription which the heavy rain
prevented me from copying. This and the remains of sim-
ilar structures, though probably not exceeding five, six or
seven centuries in antiquity, bear the names of FEripu'n
Sarm, Tvu’r and other illustrious personages whose celebrity
was established near two thousand years before. One person
mentioned the ¢ Tomb of Cdus,” and affected to suppose that it
contained the ashes of that mongr¢h-or Caz, whom our writers
call Darius the Mede, as we learn #om Sir Williamn Jones.
It must be acknowledged that according to Firpausi’s
historical poem, Carcavs invaded Mdzenderdn, and was de-
taincd there as a captive by the inhabitants ; but the same
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the prince sat. On the right and left of this building the main walk ierminated in
small emédrets or lodges for gardeners and labourers. The walk which intersected
this, commenced at the entrance, under an emdret, serving as a guard house for twenty

or thirtyssoldiers; and at its opposite extremity was a Aaw: (ua)a-) or reservoir of
water, so considerable that some affected to call it the deriachéh (a;-lg.)d) or lake.
Adjoining this 1 saw the bath, which some servants had just heated for the prince;

they were theu engaged in preparing his rakhet i hammdm ( f""‘" (S )) Or ¢ bathing
clothes,”
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authority informs us that having been liberated through the
bravery of his geuneral Rustam, he returned to the south,
which it does not appear that he again quitted(*); and this
tomb was probably erected in honour of Ca‘u’s, (Ca’vu’s or
€Ca'Bu’s, as the name is somelimes written) one of those
f:rinccs or chiefs noticed in the history of Mdzenderdin as

aving flourished during the fourth century of the Muham-
medan, or the tenth of our era. To whomsoever it apper-
tained, the monument has been long since ruined. Yet this
place might contain some vestiges of antiquity highly remote;
as we are justified in believing by a passage of the Shahndmeh,
(09 ool b & 3404, according to which, Arrasya’s having
se1zed the nobles of Irdn or Persia sent them as prisoners to
Sdri; this event may be dated almost seven hundred years
before the Christian era, during the reign of Navpar ; but
we also find an earlier mention of Sérfin the same work ; and
subsequent parts of that celebrated poem record its name five
different times. That $érf was numerously peopled, abound-
ed with provisions, and excceded Cazuvin in size, during the
tenth century, we learn from Esny Havkau (p. 179) with whose
account, as usual, the MS. Sir al beldin agrees; adding that
although A’mul was then the principal city of Tabristdn, ¢ yet
“‘in former ages those who governed the province resided at
“Sarieh”(*).

Hamparvrau briefly desgribes “Sdri, belonging to the
“ fourth climate, and situate in long. (from the Fortunate
« Islands) 88-0, and in lat. (from the Equinoctial line) 37-0.”
It 1s, he adds, a considerable city and the capital of Mdzen-
derdn. Its air is unwholesome; its products are rice, silk,
grapes, and corn in great abundance(*).

L2 2 2 3 o1 o o 2 0 o1 2 o o ad oo bl o 2te 22 ol o 3

(*) According to the M8, MMujmel al Tudrikh,“ Cat CA'v’s died at Istakhr or Per-
* sepolis, and was there interred in the sepulchre of his father,”
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t-"'".i’ Yyl bas (MS, Nuzhat al Culib, ch. aviii), The Persian writer here quoted.
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The MS. Haft aklim declares “that language is inadequate
“to the praises of S4rf{. The gales of Paradise derive sweet-
‘“ ness from its air,and the flowers of Eden their fragrance from
“its soil. It was founded by SA’RU’1EH, the son of DA’BU-
*1EH, son of GAw PA'RE N, and from ancient times until the
¢ present day has always continued to flourish; and on one
¢ side of this city is a most delightful plain or meadow, ex-
“tending nearly two miles”(**). But we must not ascribe to
SA’rU'I’EN, mentioned in this extract, more than the aug-
mentation, embellishment, or reparation of Sdri; for it ap-
pears fromn the Téarikh Jehdn Aré that he flourished in the
first century of the Hejra, or during the seventh of our era.
According to this manuscript, SA’R’U1EH, the son of FArk-
HA'N, succeeded his brother in the chief government; his
uncle, after whose name he was called, built the city of Sari(*).
Now we can scarcely suppose that Frrpavsr, who lived
within three centuries of this prince’s time, could have sbeen
ignorant of Sari’s modern origin, or guilty of an anachronism
by introducing its name (as in a line above quoted) into the
history of kings who had geigned thirteen, fourteen, or fifteen
hundred years before the city existed. These difficultics may
perhaps be reconciled by a reference to the MS. Tdrikh, or
particular history of ®4bristdn, which informs us that «“'I'u's,
¢ the son of NAUDAR, and gté”neml of the Persian armies laid
“ the foundation of Sdri, in that place which even at this dav
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nccords, in the longitude and latitude of Sari with Nassir addin Tisi, and Ulsgh Beig,
whose tables are printed among the Minor Works of Geography, published by Hudson,
Vol.lIl. p. 108, and 138. Bat the MS. Takwim of SA’DEK ISFARA'NI, places Sariin

longitude &+=35 (87-45}, lutitude J-4 (36-80).
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Chapter of the Sovereignsof Tapristém, Rustamdér and Mi-nderin. wimin\us |5 )\
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sis styled Tasan”(*'). Having after some lines. mentioned
the Kasr-i-Sheid (34 ,ai), a villa or palace, and other edifices
constructed by Tu’s, the historian adds * and the remains of
“these ure yet visible in the tumular heaps called Lzgmen-
““dian”(*). 'These passages refer to the seventh century before
Christ. The author immediately procceds thus: ¢ and res-
“« pecting this place now denominated Sdri. The king of
“ Tabristan(®), FArxna’x the great, of whom an account
“shall be hereafter given, commanded Ba'v or Ba'ver, a
« distingnished personage ot his court, to erect a city where
““the village of Auher stands; the ground being there ele-
“vated, the springs of water numerous, and the situation
 pleasant. But the people of Auher, by means of a bribe,
“induced Ba'veEr to build near that place; and he erected
¢ the city on that spot where now is Saré; when it was com-
“ plete, the sovereign came to examine in what manner the
“city had been built; and having discovered the fraud of
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(**) The Savereigns of Tabristin were formerly styled Tupa#®kd; and this title like
the Lutin Imperator, secins derived from military power; for the dictionary Burhkan
KK dtea thus explains it— .
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« Ispakbad having the accent fatleh on b, is a title particularly given to the kings of
« Tabristan; and it also is used in the sense of general, the vhief or commander of an
““ army, for bad signifies lord, master, or possessor, und aspai.or ispek, an army; the
“ word is sometimes expressed with the vowel accent damme on the b (bud ); and ac-
<« cording to the Arabick manner, Fsfahbad.” The historian TABR1 relating various

transactions which occurred in the year 22 (612 of our era), mentions the Ispahbads of
Tabristin, who were all, hie savs, from Gildn; and adds—
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“ And they had a certain chief, a very powerful mnnfamedéfarikéi and he w!'u &
** Gilin, and entitled the Ispctbod Iypahbadin, or chief of the chiefs, (like “King of
“Kings,”) and they were all under his control; and the word J. , expresses in
“'the Pdrsl- Pahlavi language, 2 leader of troops, that is, one who conducts an army
“from place to place.” This old title is also found in the ShiAndmeh of FiRDAUSL,.
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*“ Ba’v, he imprisoned him and afterwards caused himto be
“ hanged on the A"mul road, at the village of BA'VER-JEMA'S
“or BA’VER-A‘V1’JA’N, as it was named from this circum-
‘stance; and the money which had been received as a bribe,
“FarkHA'N expended in building a village, which when
“finished he called Dindr-Kafshin; the village continues
*inhabited and the name exists at this day”(*). A confu-
sion of locality, arising probably from some graphical mis-
take, renders the text a little obscure respecting the exact
situation of Sari; and FarkuA‘N is here described as its
founder, whilst the works above quoted, assign its origin to
his son Sa’ru’ten. But this difference cannot much affect
the antiquity of Sdr¢; the father and. son may have united in
building it. The name however, (generally written in old
manuscripts Sarieh ) seems derived from Sartieh. By whom-
soever this city was built, its Masjed jamaa or principal Mos-
que, 1s said to have been the first edifice that the Muhamtme-
dans erected in Tébristan(*®)

Among the ancient mfonuments for which I enquired
without success, was the * Tomb of Suhrab;” this, according
to Firpavss, might begsought in a very distant province ;
but we learn from the"MS. afove quoted that it was actu-
ally situate at &&»; for Rustam having at Belikesh (_s<al)
in the territory of Rutin (.\,)), slain the young hero Su*-
rua’s (or SurRkHA’B) not Kuowing untl too late that he
was his own son, caused the body to be removed from the
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(”) ! ,-f)La dass- o guwe &Jr).i r‘m‘ Jub‘ el ;)Ll.: d,‘ 3 MS, Tarikh

i Tabristin, which dates the construction of this Mosque 1. the year (of the Hejrah)
140, (of our era 757).
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scene of fatal combat; ““and took the cafiin, that it mizhtbe
¢« conveyed to Zavelistin, as far on the way as 84r7; there, at
“the spot called Lémen-diin, on which stood the Kasr-i-Tis
s oy *¢ F’alace of Tu’s,” the son of Navpar, he deposited
“ the body, intending when the weather should become less
“warm, to carry it away; but (an accident hindering the ac-
“ complishment of this design) he himself did not happen to
“return; and itis said that the tumular heap of carth opposite
“Tas's Villa or Palace, contains the grave o1 Svura’s”(*).

Respecting the propriety with which a classical denomina-
tion has been bestowed on this city, I do not hesitate to
acknowledge some doubts, since so ingenious a geographer
as M. Barbié du Bocage has not been able to sausty himsel?
on that subject(*). Yet 1>’Anville (Geogr. Anc.) thought
that in the mmodern Sé@ré some vestiges might be discovered of
Zadra-carta, the name, according to Arrian, of the Hyrcanian
capital in Alexander’s time(*) ; and De la Rochette’s beau-
tiful map(*), is in this instance conformable to the opinion
of D’Anville. From manuscripts. cited in the preceding
pages, some inferences may be drawn to support the anti-
quity of Séréi or Sarieh; but it we could ascertain that this city
had been called after SA’'rRu’1EH inthe seventh century of
our ecra, (which as 1 have hinted, is not impossible), then the
derivation of its name from Zadra-carta must be annulled,
and its identity with the ancient metropolis of Hyrcania other-
wise proved. Both for and against this point, 1 shall can-
didly state some arguments in another place, observing
here, that Pietro della Valle, who describes this city as large
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(") See the *“ Analyse de la Carte des Marches et de I’Empire d'Alexandre le Grand,
““ par M. Barbié du Bocage,” annexed to the “ Examen Critique des Historieus d’Alex-
““andre,” of Barou de Ste, Croix, second edition, p. 819, Paris, 1804.

(*) Zadpaxapra, or Zevdpdlapra, which Arrian styles rijy peyierny wéhir ras Ypraviac,
De Exped. Alex, Lib, l1l. Edit. Gronovii, Lugd. Bat. 1704, pp. 138 and 140.

(®) Indi= Veteris, &c, necnon Alexandri Itinera, &c. Apud Faden, Lond. 1797,
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and populous in his time (1618), invariably writes the name
Sard; and as this word, says he, *signifies yellow, the place
“has perhaps been so denominated from the oranges and
¢ other sorts of fruits, abounding there”’(*). For this I know
not his authority ; but if we suppose that the ancient name
related to yellow, an etymologist might derive it from a Per-
sian word, which, by merely reading dr for rd (a transposition
of letters very frequent) he could reconcile sufficiently to the
Zadra (carta) of Arrian(*').

Concerning the actual state of Saréi I must observe that
though populous in proportion to its size, it does not cover
much ground, nor did the number of large and handsome
houses comprised within it,exceed probably ten or twelve; and
of these many had suftered considerably from the earthquake
three or four years ago: the bazdr seemed crowded with peo-
ple and amply stocked with provisions ; but the streets were
beyond all description dirty ; and even those leading from
the Vazir’s to the Prince’s palace so badly paved, that it was
extremely diflicult to guide a horse with safety over the large
loose stones and between the deep holes filled with water and
filth, which arrested his progress at every third step. 'The
time of my visit was not the season when those * gales of
Paradise,” mentioned in the Haft Aklim, breathed gently
here; 1 remarked that every night during my residence at
Sdré, a violent wind began to blow about nine or ten o’clock,
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(*°) *“Sard che e unluogn arande e popolato.—Si chiama questo luogo Sars che sig-
“uitica giallo, forse per Fabboudanza, che vi e, degli Aranci ¢ dogni altra sorte di
“ frutti.” Lettera 1V, da Ferhabad, Mag. 1613.—Viaggi, &c. p. 232, Ven. 1681,

(") Cartu or Kerta (softened into Gard ) is the local adjunct, expressing a city, place,
or habitation, as may be demonstrated in a hundred instances; Tigvano-kerta, Daréib-
gard, the resideace of Tigranes, Darius, &c. (See Vol. II, p.317). Added to sard orzerd

(";‘;‘) thiswould form Zard carta, the “yellow city,” and in conversation Zarda carta;
we havealready found towns and villages called from colours, green, blue, &c. as Sayz-
vir, Kebud gumbed, &c. The Greck transcribers of Arrian’s work, not attaching (most
probably) any meaning to the words, placed d before r and wrote Zadracarta in one
passage, while in the next they render it Zendra-carta; in this unsettled state of the
orthography, it is allowable to suspect another error ; and Zarda carta may perhaps
huave Eeen the original name. Every reader of classycal history and geography will
recollect numerous examples of letters transposed amd ~onfounded by the Greek co-
pyists in transcribing barbareus or foreign names, as -Pus-.;r‘ardc, Paus-'ardg, Per-
sergard, Passargade, &c, (See Vol, 1L, p. 318),
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loudly shaking the windows of my chamber, and rustling
among the orange trees that grew before it. In the morn-
ings also, there were strong gusts, but of short continuance,
and rain fell abundantly both night and day.

The  broad accent was here very striking in words where
the letter @ comes before n, such as nan _\ (bread), which
among the southern Persians had always been pronounced
like our Enghish noon; improperly, without doubt, but to their
ears, and I must acknowledge to mine, very elegantly. The
Tabri or Mazenderani dialect was, of course, most generally
used by the inhabitants; many of them, however, seemed ac-
quainted equally with Persian and Turkish,

Farly on the second day of March, preparing to continue
my journey, I received from Mirza® Reza’ the Vazir, a
browa ydbu (yb) or excellent hackney of the ‘T'urkish breed;
he was, said the person who brought him, not sufficiently
valuable to be regarded as constituting a pishkash or present;
but better suited to the bad roads of this province than horses
brought from Ispahdn or Shirdz. 'Thus from the first moment
of my arrival at Saré until my departure, incessant proofs of
kindness and attention evinced the respect in which our em-
bassy was held by the Prince and his Vazir. At half past
eight o'clock having taken leave of this hospitable minister,
1 set out from his mansion; our party being augmented by
Munamyep Suer1’v Kua's and his servants(®?).  We rode
through a considerable partof the city; and at length passed
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() Among the servants of MuHAMMED SuERL'F KHA'N was a jilidir or groom
remarkable for great sweetness of veice, which he sometimes excrted with such effect
that his melaucholy songs moved almos! to tears several of my companious, even those
whose rough aspect indicated the least sensibility ; and at the close of any cadence
unusually pathetick, they expressed their applause, exclaiming bak?! bak! or wak! wah!
to which some added the Arabick interjection bavek allah! & &—2y 5y—dl\ LS\
all equivalent to good! admirable! excellent! Richardson’s dictionary (ni least the
first edition) informs us that weh 29 signifies (in Ag‘abick) “ah! alas! or (wehh ) grief,
sadness ;” but the manuscript Farkange explain it as a Persian word used 1o express

approbaticn and praise ; .:..1:1.5 M g o BL & M\ P (Jehangiri)
AVY) (e w)ﬂ ¢ Berhin Katea). Wah 4 thus appears as a distinct word,
although from the frequent chauge of b into w (or v),.it might be supposed the same.
with bah or beh & good, excellent,
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a gate where fifteen or sixteen musketeers were stationed as a
guard. Near this, I endeavoured to sketch that tall gumbed
with a pointed steeple, and to copy the Arabick inscription
before mentioned ; but the rain obliterated each letter as I
traced it; and we progeeded by a marshy road about one
mile and a half, when we rode over the Pul-i-4b-i-Tejin
(= < &), a very bandsome, strong and spacious bridge,
erccted by the present king; as one, built in the time of
Sua’a ABBA’s, had been destroyed by the river Tejin, or
rather Tejinel, here exceedingly wide and rapid(*). Of the
old bridge, some remains ncar the new were still visible. At
ten miles we halted a few minutes on the road-side; and here,
during a conversation with different peasants, I contrived to
delineate the head of one, at the same time representing the
manner in which many carry the talr (,;7) or axe for cutting
wood, and the forin of this instrument. 1t is headed with
iron, the wooden handle being generally about three feetlong.
Here I may take an opportunity of remarking that throughout
most parts of this province, nearly all the men, several women,
and even little children carried tabrs of this kind, either in their
hands, like walking-sticks, or resting by the curve on their
shoulders, as in Miscell. P1. fig. 20.  About thirteen miles
from Siri the cessation of rain enabled me to sketch: a little
tupeh (av) or mount, ou the summit of which was a large rude
flat stonec called Takht-i-Rustam, the “'I'hrone or Seat of
“ Rustam;” for here, as tradition relates, that illustrious war-
rior alighted one morning and snatched a hasty breaktast, in
his pursuit of the D1'v-1-SEPI'D, or “White Giant;” the forest
in the back ground mtcreepted a prospect of theCaspian sea;
this stonc was on the left of our road, (Pl. LXIX). At four
farsangs, or between fourteen and fifteen miles, we weunt over
the Pul-i-db-i-Neka, a high bridge, crossing the decp, rapid, .
and muddy river Neka; this bridge is said to be equally dis-
tant from Sdrt and from Ashraf (s 21), which was to be our
manzel for the night. 'When we had arrived within five miles .
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(") Réd i Tefim o0& Oy or Ooy Rids’ Trjineh viidgas 1 find it in a manuscript of
good authority, the Zdrikh Aulum A'rai; and as Pietro detlu Valle writes the name
whick he says siguifies the ** swift river ;”—* Chiamano il /i:me Teggine rud che vuol,
‘‘dir.Veloce Fiume,” Lettera 4, da Ferbabad, 1618, '
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of this place, a small party of men on horseback met us; and
half a mile after, an #stikbal of about fifty; we rode together
during an hour, and 1 then made a view of the small palace
or villa of Sefi-dbdd (34} _ic) which is perched on a very lofly
hill, and ornamecnted with cypress trees. It was buiit b

Suua'm Anpa’s, and improved or enlarged by Saa'm Serr,
whose name it still bears ; and, having fallen to decay, many
workmen are now employed in repairing it (See Pl. LXXI).
Near this, about eighty foot-soldiers, clothed without any
regard of uniformity, and having muskets of various sizes,
joined our party and attended us for half a mile over ground
which, they said, had once been covered with the houses of
Ashraf’; the first destruction of these they imputed to Na'pir
Sna'm; and what he had spared, the late earthquake rumed.
These two scourges were, unquestionably, dreadtul; yet 1 have
reason to suspect that the accounts of ravages effected by the
eartliquake, have been, in some instances, much exaggerated.
It was now six o’clock, and the evening almost dark; we
passcd through the DBazdr; this and the adjacent houses (not
very numerous), scemed to be slight wooden structures, co-
vered with reeds and rice straw.  We were admitted into the
royal garden, a spacious extent of ground, exhibiting many
noble cypresses, and other trees of considerable ‘size and
beauty. Our horses climbed up #eme sloping terraces of
brick five or six fect Ingh, over these a fine stream of water
descended from the chashmeh or fountain, and intermediate
reservoirs near the palace, where at length we alighted, atter
a journey of about thirty miles; during which we had, at dif-
ferent times, seen the Caspian sea on our left, distant three
or four farsangs. I was conducted to a good room, and
learned from an intelligent old ked khuda or householder, that
Ashraf, a town, which in Sir Thomas Herbert’s time was
peopled, as he conjectured, by two thousand fainilies, had
gradually been reduced to the condition of a mean dek or
village. Sua’H ABBA’S's palace, described by thatingenious
traveller (in 1627) as “pretty large and but newly finished,”
had been burat accidentally; and the present edifice was
erected by Na pir‘Sua'u. It bears, like other voyal habi-
tations in Persia, the name of Chehf-sutin (yiu'e) or the
¢ Forty columns,” although not comprising uait that nuwn-



March 1812.] ASHRAE. 271

ber. Its plan, like the style of its architecture, seemed very
simple; a roof supported merely on two rows of wooden pil-
lars served to conuect the wings, if so may be styled those
brick buildings at each end, containing a few chambers. On
the third of March, spon after sunrise, I sketched the ap-
pearance of this modern palace and the wooded hills behind
it (as in Plate LX X1); and then walked through all the ad-
Jacent grounds, attended by the venerable baghbdn (_\L:l) or
gardener, a tall old man whose beard was white as snow;
be had offered me for a pishkash, some small red roses, the
first of this year, and related many circumstances relative to
the palace, and several extraordinary anecdotes of Na’pir
Sua’y, whom he (when a boy or child, for the tyrant was
assassinated in 1747) had seen here, and still perfectly remem-
bered. It nowappeared that these gardens comprehended,
at intervals of several hundred yards, some magnificent struc-
tures, each of which might even now, if repaired, be ¢onsi-
dered as a palace; but with the emdret or edifice destroyed by
fire, originally the chief of all, must have constituted a resi-
dence of truly oriental and imperial splendour.  But through
neglect rather than time these memorials of Sna‘nm Apsa’s’s
glory are mouldering to decay. 'That they were founded in
the Mubammedan year 1021 (of our era 1012) we learn froin
a chapter in the MS. Tgrikh Aulum A’rdi; an historical work
composed nearly at the same time; this account, however
flowery, affords little more than the date, and the praises
usually bestowed by the author on all his royal master’s un-
dertakings. It mentions in general terms the ¢ baths, man-
““sions and fdldrs;”’ and the formation of ““orchards and
*“ gardens resembling Eden, and comprising those various
* edifices and reservoirs of perfect beauty, filled with pleasant
‘““and salubrious water, ingeniously conveyed from the lofty
*“ mountain adjoining into those kawz or cisterns wiich are like
‘“ the celestial tountain of Cawsar(*); and those bowers that
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(%) Or as the Arabians pronounce it Cawthar. This is a river in Muhammed's .
Puradise;  sweeter than honey, whiter thao milk, cooler than snow, and smoother
“ than cream ; its banks are of chrysolites, and the vesgels to drink thereout of silver;
« and those who drink of it shall never thirst,” See * Su/-'s Koran,” note on chapter;
CVIil, entitled 4l-Cawthar.



