
,;February 16:12,1 DELJ'CH ... 'I . !oU7 

acc,ompanied by several peasants an~ dogs ;.haviog alighted 
, . . 

from his hursc. he stood het<>re the c.hieC in a respectful atti-

'tucle. placecl his h"",is across his breast. ai;d made a low bow, 

but did not presume to speak. The uncle welcoll\ed him 

with a gracious inclination 01 the head. and desired that 

whatt'ver game he had brollg ht home might be immediately 

delivt:red to me. The YOllug sportsman retired with the !'iame 

respectful !"ilellce, and in ~ tew minutes, several partridges, 

ancl all alltdupe. were laid on thc tiuur of my chamhcr by 

his attenJant,., The Khdll sellt to me with these. a tray or -. 
excellent fruit.'. But his highland hospitality did nO.t end 

here; lameutillg that earlier notice of my coming had not 

heen communicated. which would have enabled him to pro

\'ide more ample entertainment, he overwhelmed lHe with a 

variety of daillties, prepared in the best style o f Persian 

cookery; lamb, fowls. pilaU', chilme .. CXtlui site sherhet and 

admirable grapes. I was lodged in a neat and commodious 

rOOm of the new castle. near \'~ .. hich were !iome ruined hOllses; 

and a few cottages lately huilt. and chictly occupied by the 

tcnantsandfarnlers of ADD1LLAII KU.l 'N. The night being 

exceedingly cold. fires were kindled t<> warm us; but as the 

wood was lIot perfectly dry, my companions and ",ysdf. who 

had travelled all day in the glare of snow, felt OUl' eyes most 

uopleilaaotly affected by the smoke. 

From Delichlii we set O\,lt on the 23d, at seven o'cloc~ . 

~ariDg waited some time ready to mount our horses, in ex.· 
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pectntion that the morning might prove fair; but there was 

incessant rain or anow during our ride of tlVO hours, by Il very 

bad road to (~) ~) Hab/ahr6d, or 1I""lahrud, distant about 

seven miles in a north·eastern course. H'ere a river,lluw con

siderable, though not qllarter full, divided the town, or large 

village, into two part.. The castle findy placed on a hill, 

and lIlaoy extensi"'e gardens, among which the river winded 

in "arion!:! inflexions, must reotler this place beautiful during 

summer; uut so unfavourable was the weather. that J could 

scarcely \'iew, much less deJineate~any object; .~.v innercluthes 

'Were - welted through a thick b6raui (~~~) or "rain-coat;" 

and as the snow and sleet threatened to fall still more'ahund

antly, it was unnecessary to dry them. We hnlted however, 

in a mean house, glad even of temporary shelter, and break

fasted most uncomfortably and scantily on cold boiled rice, 

bread and bad cllffee; after which we proceeded in the direc

tion, chiefly, of north-ea.t. I saw on the right, at one mile 

and a half frolll Habl<.hrud, a village of wbich the name is 

obliterated in Illy journal; and another called Mmd ... , on the 

same side, about six miles before we aligbted at Fidtzk4h, or 

as the inhahitants pronounced its name, PIr6zlcfJh; reckoned 

four far,allgs distant from Hablahrud, and .ix from De/lcM;'; 

in all ahout twenty, or one and twenty miles; but if measured 

by our fatigue, appetite and impatience, more' than three 

ordinary .tages. For we suffered not only from sno" aud 

hail constantly succeeding each otber in aileroale .howero, 

but from a piercing' wind; and our path was generally, either 



February 1812.] HABL4HRU'D. 219 

on the sleep sides and very edges of hills, and not above 

thirteen or fourleen inches wide ; or else, it led us along a 

narrow "alley between stupendous rocks and muuntains. 

The reillarkable appearance of one lang or narrow defile 

through which we rude (about five mileslrom Firuzkuh),indu

ced me 10 ulldertake a view; but the cold which almost disabled 

my hallds from holdillg a pencil, and the wet which ICiI upon 

my paper, barel ,Y allowed me to 'make even Ihe little sketch 

given in PI. LX VII('). During most part of this day's 

jOUl'lIe,Y the ri'!fr was on our right; and at a bette,' season 

must have contributed to embellish the scenery, whiclLeven 

now, afforded many views of much grandeur and sublimity. , 

Having arrived at Fil'uzkfth, I wal conducted to a good 

roOlU of moderate dllnensions ; it was perfectly !lnOrna

men ted and unfurnished, and being adapted rather for 

summer than for winter, recei"ed through its various uoor::t 

and windo,,'- s more cnol air than 'HtS necessary or ues irable, 

and I founu it diffic ult to counteract the freezing ventilation 

by kindling an alHple fire. M,Y dinner consisted of caba" (..,.,~ 

,small ruasted . Iices) of .mutton; exceedingly good, although 
* ..... ~ .................................... -....•.• . 

t') ' This ~h()wl 1M: eh ... tu b@tween 114'0 m(.tlllt.ill~. which, nearly me~lill!l: at 'ha 
hottow,lotm a chllllfl@1 for the river, while in ,h ... lJack ,l:found ~ome lofl.\' hill,. not 

"ry rt"lliult-.,n fiJI the illlennp. f;.\He 'pat'e, thaI tbe J)fIllIpel.'t II!'f'm! du~e.f . lind. 
tranller might .llIIn, ' doubt I ht' VIIssibilily Ohflvlt llcing, .Iid ilut tbe flred pice on one 
.ide nllibil It II .. n~ .. lUu, palh , tl1ltct'fl, und iu brudth not capable of admittiog two 

IMmel itbreult. Tbi, _ketch Willi htkcn after we bad palled tbe tlmg and de.ceudtd: 
.,.thJ ~tb ,,"iell 1 haft j~st dncribtd. _ 
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it had been preserved for several months. The sbeep in 

winter 01' spring being very lean, rew are killed but at tbe 

end of autumn; and of these, the flesh, it is said, lasts a con

siderahle lime, laid on the ro(ifs of houses and covered with 

ice or snow, found here at all times. Aftcrdinner the zabet 

(I,I\.;) 01' chief, his brother and many other inhabitallts of the 

place. favoured me with a long visit. We had perccived, on 

enter1l1g tile to\\'I1, a large wolf thrown on some ruhhish in 

the street and still bleeding; it had been shot within halt' an 

hour alld looked horribly ferocious even in death : thi. cir

cumstance gave me occasion to make illquiries respecting wild 

beats; anu I learned that we migbt expect to sec freqnently 

uurillg our progress through i1idz('udcrtm, a bab,. C~) or tigrr, 

a gllr6. (jljl or boar, and a glll'g (..J} ) or wolf; be.ides ""b,,1t 

(.~,;l or loxes,and thes"cghUl(J\;.,~ l or jackals, which almund all 

over Persia. From scorpions (to;; caz"dum), it was . aid,littlc 

danger occurred at such a cold season; in ~mmmer. however, 

they were formidable; and snakes ()\" mltr) so numerous and 

so fe.rless that sc,'eral might be found on the path of a tra

veller, scarcely DlO\'iog at hi. approach. The paslte". (~) or 

mos'luetoes dosed this catalogue of' the living HYl'canian 

plague.; lor those (}!.o) Dives or Dib., the gigaolick Drelllons 

who in ancient timcs infested Mazenderan, had either been 

extirpated, as every body supposed, by the mi~hty Ru's

'fAM; 01' if any had escaped hi •• cymetar, their malignant 

powers had, "ithuut doubt, been miniculou.ly annulled on 

the introduction of'I.Mm. or the Mohammedan religion. 
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But of their former existence sufficient proofs remained; 

as, on the road of Sari. A'mltZ, and other towns which I 

proposed to visit, their dwelling places were still visible 

among the rocks and mountains; and this was the very 

course that HUIUM went when pursuing the Dl'V-l-SEFl'D 

or "'Vhite Giant." Oncevil, however, was mentioned,ofa very 

different nature, and to me more immediately important. The 

roads were represented as beirlg so bad, that in some places 

to travel. three farsangs constituted the laooriousjourney of an 

entire day(,) . Time had nearly ruined the p:reat causeway or 

kheytib(,ll ("'~"'» constructed by SUA 'II AnnA's. and jt had 

not been repaired. But lor all these disadvantages a. thousand 

locallJJessings alii ply compensated; of many noble rivers in 

M6zwilcl'lJIl, suel, as the U,'d-i-llarhu=. the R,ud-i-'l'ejill, the 

Bud· i- Halibut, t he S;dh-l'ud and others hereafter noticed, it wa~ 

said that each. like the Caspian sea into which they flowed, 

might be considered a l1IaadclI-i-l1Iillti, an inexhaustible nur~ery 

or literally (Sec Vol. I. p . J1l7 ) a mille of' 6sh; and the silk, the 

rice, the sugar and honey of that country, were celebrated 

throughout the world: as to it,;; trees, fruits , herhs,and flowers, 

their variety was intillite, and the praise!'; lavi ~hed on them r .. 

.................................................... 
(9) Pielffl dt'lia Vi.lle. 00 hill .. ppro<lch luwltrd ~ Sti,-l, WIi ... (lilt' da.v ullffhle toadvanct: 

nlOft' Ih\1I two leu~ul's (Ly ",hidl he ftIWff)'. lUt'all~ 'he I'cniau flir~ang Of paras.ag). 

and o i~hl 1I •• d aJrt':ltly CUIl,e "" II('/;,r(' I ... ('lIul· j ('1II.'ree (flllll ""~ fort· ... ' 'lUd tbe marsh • 

.. AndlulIlIlo dUllqu~ 1!01l j::ntn fltli"11 su,wran,ln (Jhf'i falll~hi. etl il fastidio fu tale c'he 
"in tullo qth' 8iofll0 lion poce .... lll1uu CalUlllltt piu che oJu~ I~ghe, e prima di uscu 
.-, della selva ci ,i fece notte:' (Viaggi, &c, Lettera 4: da Ferbllbad, 1018) . 

• 
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minded me of FIRDAUSI'S lines. which. in another "I'lce. 
J sbailiake an opportunity of quoting. A different .ubject of 

conyel'~ati()n was the dreadful btid i FirUZlllJh, or U willd of 

u Firuzkule," which many old per:;ons here, conversant with 

the .ta .... clouds and other signs. had prognoslit,.ted .would 

blow the two next days. Should this happen, (the chief 

declared), any attempt to c .. oss the Sahrd-i-Gadulc, or " plain 

"of Gaduk, H allholl~h not much more thaI) three tarsangs 

broat.l, would expose myself and my companiuns. our horse, 

and lUules, to the utmost danger. He tht'll related many 

alarming anecdotes, and the.y were loudl ,v confirmed hy the 

other vi!>itors,concerning this tormidable "tHud of Fil'uzkfth," 

which either buried unfortunate travellers in mounlains of 

snow, or by its excessive coldness deprived them uf existence; 

for, as one man affirmed wjth an oath, "Jigger poreh kerd," 

(.; '.;~h) "it cut the liver in piece." On this account. added 

i.le, the illu~trious SH.l'n AnnA 's, care ful of his subject's lives, 

caused to he erected on the dreary plain, several caravanse

,,'68, at regular intervals. that those surprised by the wind or 

suddenly benumbed. might have an opportunity of saving 

them.elves; but so violent often was its effect. that three years 

ago. a wretched kdlt1ji or muleteer. who. when stricken by 

the blast. had through great exertions arrived within a few 

yards of the principal caravansera door. fell down exhausted. 

and never rose("). Other stories as little exhilarating were 

................................................... 
• r-) But a whole COmptl.D)' was Dot lut liahle to de.&u.ction on (bi, f.tal plaiu. than 

• lOlita\')' wanderer. MaD)' pcrtOu now retidioc at .F'frNlkWA rtlll~JDbcrcd • troop ,of, 
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told and attested, by the chief and his friends, wbo took their 

leave. con.oling me, however, with a rellection in tbe truth 

of which] readily acquiesced, "that the fate of man is in the 

bands of God." I had heard at T.hran that the" wind of 

FlruzkU/," sometimes proved destructive both to human crea-
• 

"tures and tl) beasts; but the same was related of the Shaltryar 
blast. (already mentioned). and other local winds in different 

parts of Persia. I allowed, also, as usual, something for ex

aggeratIOn in the reports; and had dismissed all apprehen

sion. on the subject. when a messenger arrived from the 

con.id('rate chief, informing me that one very sagac.ious 

star-gazcr had pronounced the appearances of this evening 

auspicious to my next day's journey. Not wholly disregard

ing this assurance, warmed by a good fire, and refreshed by 

tea, a beverage which most Englishmen, (and Ilccording to 

the extent of my observation. most other men) find grateful 

and salutary after fatigue, I arranged the sketches and trans

cribed into my journal various loose notes taken during the 

last three stages ; connecting also the tracks of each day's 

course into a regulal' form. Then spreading before me seve

ral maps of various merits and degree. of authority, I endea

voured by their means, and by SOUle passages extracted from 

........ ~ ... --.......•.............................. 
• lifty Twre .. 6tt •• 1111 ,ounl: and acliYe. in high .pirih lind mounted on excellent hobet: 

b,aviug nll'> lIl) t'VNy tll\n~e.r forboded h! thl! nbl:iUVefl of celt",ti.ll iln~. tbey.uempted, 
GDt hoillt'T- U~ moruillg:. 10 p.!U llver f,om Ibi. town into M6uader6 .. but an perisbed 
in the 'DO'4' nee!,! tbree or four ; and tbeae lind oaly to ruch tbe WtbClt ~. 

",.. and tbere expired. 
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the works of mllny celebrated geographers, co"'pared with 

the result of my OWII persollal uhsen'alion!' and verbal in .. 

formation communicated by inteiltgcnt persons, to fix the 

site of that f>xtraordinary chasm or valley which aHcient 

writers denominateu the H Ca::;plan Gatc$," and used as a 
• 

central potnt in their .:\siati('k itinerary measures. Though· 
ft geographical ohject of such importall(·c. the PHftlcular 

spot on which an ancient ~e()grapher. measuring li'olH those 

H Caspian Gates," would place the foot of his tom pass, has 

not yet been satisfactorily aseertaineu. It is, however, ge~ 

'tlerally supposed, that a na,.rm, pass ncar IlIwri,' () .... ) limned 

the southern extremity of that valley or (I~file called the 

"Pyhe CaSpi(f ;" and this , according to some, terminated 

northwards at Fil'uzkuh, where I undertook 811 enquiry of 

whit'h the result shall be given in the Appendix, Mean

,,·hile I shall here remark, that placing the low~r or southern 

entrance of the Caspian Strait near K/uui7' or Mnhillahbngh, 

and the northern at Finhkith (as the ingenious alld learned 

Haroll de Ste. Croix .eetns perfectly justified ill supposing 

it) we describe a valley corre,pollding sufficiently to the 

exteut allowed by Pliny, and to the direction given by Dio

nysius, with as much accuracy as can reasonably be ex

pected from a poetical geographer: and if Berbert, errone

ousJy quoting (no doubt from memory) that e'pre"~ion by 

which Pliny represents the Caucasian gate. or pa .. , (h ingens 

naturre OpUI,") has applied it with justice to the southel'li 

portion of our Ca8"ian Strait, 1 8C~Cely hesitate to borrow-
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those wor,1<, anll ent itle the vast monnlain or rock that so 

magnificelltl), terminates this valley at its northern cxtremit.y, 

~'a stupendous work of na ture ." The vie1v which I made 

(See plate LXVIII) on niy retul'll [mill the Mtizcll<i('rti1l side. 

gives, huwever accurate, but a la!ot idea ofils majestick IUb

limity. It i. nnnecessary to anticipate further the snhjcct of 

those PI!"" Ca.,p;te; but again rcferrin!( my r~adcr to the Ap

pendix, I .hall state respecting Firutkuft, all that the snow 

and rain, the violent wind and excessive cold which alter

nately prevailed there. both during my first and second visit, 

would allow me to observe. 

Of the tOlVn. which did not appear very large, some hot"es 

-were situate below the mountain; others covering its etecp 

.ide to 11 considerahle heighth. rising one above another. The 

castle, in former times reputed exceedingly strong, had at· 

ready fallen to decay early in the sevcnteenth century, and 

has not, as I ilnderstood, been ever since repaired. The 

hou.eaUuued for mJ accommodation wa. apparently the Lest 

that Firf .. kUlt alforded, and perhaps the only emftret (=/.,,) or 

regular building; the others Leing small habitations mostly 

constructed of mud. The king on his hunting parties and 

excursion. into MdtCllderall had frequently occupied it, 

Altbou~h the principal room aeemed to have been recently 
• 

plastered, and covered with a cciling of fresh poplar· trunks, 

.tripped of Ihe bark and laid .c1ose together, yet it probbb!y 

1f" the aame (noticed by Sir Thoma" Herbert) in which , 
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SHA'JI ADDA'slodged occasionally about two hundred yeart 

ago. The windows overlooked a precipice, so nearly per. 

pendicular, that a stone slightly projected from tbem, would. 

I think, hal'e rolled into the river flowing at its base. Of this 

stream the ban:" exhibited a scanty row of willuws and 1'''1'

lars,and the adjoining gardcns contained someothen; the only 

trees visible for many miles, yet not so numerous as to con

tradict matel':ally the account of this place, writtcn in the 

fourteenth century by lIHlDALLA It; although in the scveu-, 
tecnth it "ppeal's to have been we ll wooded. Tbat cde-

uratcu O"eo(lTar>her notices FI1'lJ:kuh, which the inhabitants 
. " " 

consider as the Itl st town of Persian II'M .. , 1I0t in the second 

chapter of hi. NO;(I11(1/ al Cuiub which relates 10 that province, 

but in the nineteenlh, among variolls cities and di.tricts of 

K urnish the ancient Comisenc t , and Tabri.~tti1l, the country of 

the Tupuri("J. II c inrurms us that the c1imate .. f Fil'ft:/,,;It i. 

cold, and the place without trees; but that it yields to those 

who cullirate corn, very abundant and profitablt hane.ts; and 

that the stream which waters Khut.r flows from the ca, tle 

and viilage of Hruzk,III. ..::,..j,; ,...:.~ ...,-; ~r .) r, "'--./'~-;

,J)~ ,0) ,M1.;..:;1 j1 ./,.;. Y\ J oJ}.J J..t; J.,.'- , ~~\ .• ~.c~j ./H 

Close to the tuwn arc many natural ca\'ern~ in the rock; 

.................................................... , 

~') The Dint' place. 1!t" ('rilJed ill this ('II'IJ)ll't (of Ku".uh I,}-,; .\llft Tdri,I ,.'. 
L;)\i....1~).~ KA .. ar (},;.) , ()6~ltn,. Cf,;)t\A\.J ), .... ·rm"';-" (!.:J\""--:)' Ilr"16 
(r~)' Gird K •• (·j4J, fl,,,,'" (',j;r.i). D ... i ... J (..;,1",), KIttr_ 
(r'~ or a. in lome c"l)it.

l
; Feria or Perb,,) alill EM,'le.;. (~\:~) • 

• 
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to Ibese tbe inhahitanl. have affixed doors, and use them, 

during .rvere weather as stables for their callIe. In the sketch 

!>Ikell as 1 retul'lled from Muzc1Idcran, the houses appear 

chiefly huilt Oil that side of the rock which faces the north . . 
and nurth-east; and by which the road had led us from Ilab-

/ulll'uri. When going afterwards to Damavolld we passed the 

mountain of Fil'uzku/t on the other side, in a direction which 

the mup will hps! express(tt) . 

.. $ ............................................... . 

t" l Ht'rhf'r', in 102., ('a me (rom Uti/vaT!!. (as he crron(,fllIsly writrs Ihf' name nf 

1I,":/dl.rf.td "r HubltilTud) 10 this Jllac ... which lie styles" Peri,eo"" i. e. ".broken 

•• or divi' lt'd mHunlaill; allli by thf' 110.~iliflll Ihtl\t'of may prob;lbly be the inue 

.: of .hal wbi..!. Plnlem.y (·;olls Ar~iti5. The town is sllmelimC'5 hlillourf'rl \\oilll the 

.. killg'!! r(,8jdt'lIel'; lIot Ihal !1It' "pauly oflrj5 bOlue (whidl i~ hoi nrdinary}.Uuru him, 

"bul (or 1 hal I ht'n ' is t'llI,ic(' hilwking:, plll'u~lInl8 lind oilier galll~. more .,hound ili~ ht'rc 

"Iltan in 1110,,1 ulher path nf fMlhi.. Thl, po le is here elrvatell si x amllhirly tle

.. t:tt'l'!, The town it rcrrt'thed willt "cry ,;wcel walt'r; I Itt' ~i'""linn j~ UPOl; lite IIro\. 

I< of II Il igh. wt'II ,woudecl, bul (~Igrecaule 10 it s lI~me} di\,jdecl hi ll, havin~ oneaeh siele 

". slt't'p acceu, .. ,III.se lop ba1 lit',," cru~'IIf"d wilh it htgf' cu sllc, whiell /ltI\\' by n,!::e 

"or "'ilt, (the callker·worms of ~III t('mp"rari('~) is 1I1011i COllen; lin n bs only "IJlwOIr, 

.. t'xpfc,~sillg d('~uhltion ;" (Trav'I), HI t , ~1 ' 1. edil ,) I h"ve (' Olli('clthi~ dt's(:rijlliun Il!:It 

tll(' rt'ltf"lt'r 11~lIy compl'rc it with my shll:h (YI . LXVtil '. HIIlI 10 Cl)rred 11('TI.t I~rl '" 

I'XI,lalll'l;on of I lit' mime \I h ie h is COlllpoullell:d uf P,rri: (j.~) now C'ell(f;dl,V \\ rilll.'l1 

FirG:. ,5i~lIif~ill~ prnspero u\, "idorioll!l, 11I11l1l!" &'t', ,11:11 /\ 1ih. Hr eriAl ("j) a muun

hin.'" Piru;: i:f 111.0 a proper name; the ll",.~illll kin,!; "t; It(J1.f:s dl!p":;'I' \\'hl'> rdglled 

ill tbe 6rtll ceulttry. i. not icc-I lIy the Greek hi)t(lriaus, rr"e:IlI'III ~ , .\ ';'" hi;I~, .... c. Sume 

h l'Vf' imllgined 1II1It II,i ~ lIiounlain derj\'t,1 il~ menu! fmlll 1!l e IUlfIUfJist'. Pin; :th or 

}<';ru:.tlh.; bu! I could not learn Ihat an, lu~d b~~eu ;'uUII ... ' !;u'r,·, U..II\, \,.,11., lld " l'l i lit~ 

the epitbt't ~buft'~ · melilion~d relulers F,r«: (.-U/& .. \,illnri'lsfi !\I.mlt'," (1,1,11. -1, da fer_ 

hllb~d); but IUlUt' Pef.hlPt ttllce its dell(JlUiu"tiun to ' an ~HCil'nl nHIII,lIdl fir a Ju~ro. , 

tlt.e "("', Js one IleriOl1 1t3~uretl mt', or Aluiineler, The c;t~II, ' IIr 1'~ rl; :I.:';/a wa~ taken 

by 'f"'MU'R ill 1\.J.~' . 140,j; lind the 5if'ge i~ d('sl' rillC.1 h,v 8i1~:lu" Af}'OI' N A:LI ill 

the ,h,h book (dl. 'lU) of hi1 ,TJrikla or d,rOllicle whir li .'('tis de 111 Cmix 1111, trIUl'_ 

IlIle,1 Ulllier UII' tifle or .. Hil!oire de Timur Dcc;" to Ihe escellelll't. of t1.til! "'reucb 

.eubn I can bl'ar "itne~5. h'4viug cl)llal~d UI.IIII,'rUIU p"~~p~('K wil b tbe ori;;il):\1 PersiaA " 

tAll, liere 'be castle ol Firthlc'. it reprueutcd 11~ oue ' f the 6trolll:,<';I. mOl' iUllc~ . 
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I now return tv my chamber. where. soon after nightfall 

information WIIS hl'Ought. that two chQ,.,.,lidar3("1 had jill! ar

rived: each conducting a k6jilalt of mules laden with goods on 

their way towards the north; that both those men were per-
• 

fectly acquainted with the signs which indicated vicissitudes 

of weather. had often passed the dangerous plain of Gaelu"; 

and thnt I might rely implicitly on their judgment, and 

regulate my plan next morning. according to their deter

mination of halting or proceeding. The night was so m .. 

tensely cold that I could scarcely sleep; water left in a tin 

kettlc, an ll in a leathern matlarreh wa!3 frozen ; and some tea .. 

leaves in a basin were illdurated into a concretion of ice. At 

day-break on the twent.y,lourth my servant announced that 

the two c1,d""'6dftrs bad declared the morning to be unla

"ourable, and that they would not venture to commence the 

journey for at least three or four hours. I indulged m,vself. 

mean time, with a luxurious breakfllst; the old Zabel having 

furnished in great profusion fine bread. Iresh egg •• and ex-

8 .............................................. .... . 
ceuible aud celebrnled for'ress~6 ; constructed Oil the brow of a v~ r, lofty mnunlll in; 

""-'JJk- t!.}ji~)O ",I"';"JJ "'--J~ ~ J~v... ""..i"! I! ll: jI 
",\ ..... 1.. J'" if'f j~; J' I! ~h0 Wi Jf;,..., In .b. gan;,oo we .. 

.J.jJJ! ~'J'»jl. ~ j'!.,J J) .. ~ thrl!fl bundrt"d M cittfldtrll,d eoldieu ft'tem· 

. .. bling DII'~" or .ig.1l1io:k (ht!muu, : but h~~ we lUll' tUII.hlle Dille. a valiant wilrrior. 

at (be MS. Jt:A6_g'ri. lhe Dur/aA,. Kalta aud other DiclioUilfiel authoriie. 

(") C.Uf"WtJ (\,)~) is equivalent 10 clarpa (l)~. for cAtMrp6 t:.;~) an)' thine , 
four-footed : nl)ecia ; l~ quadrupecb on ", .. hich men ride •• s the Diet .II.rAP Kit,. 
nplainl it . D6,. ()J) ai,q: fie~ a pone lSor, holder. &c. tbu. ehinlJlltlir is tbr penoa 

who ownl or lupuiatud. tbe bUfie', camel" mule. or altel of alt.ld or 'Gr ...... 



FeDrtlory 181~,) GADV'lt. 

cellent honey, Before nine o'clock a difference of opinion 

arose between the cluirwfLdars; one would not risque his own 

life nor the safety of his mules, ano determined, therefore, to 

remain at Fil'uzkUl., The other more bold, or perhaps, more 

experienced, discovered, notwithstanding the coldness and 

"iulellce of the wind, such appearances among the clouds a. 

encouraged him to proceed , Of his sincerity we could not 

possibly cntflrtain a suspicion, for he immediately set out, 

having previously told me that no danger from the wind was 

to be apprehended but on the open plain; "which," added hc, 

" 'extends only three farsangs; and if you follow my ex'!mplc 

.. I can foretell that, (ins/Ili-allalt (.\:\ \.!.;\), "should it please 

.. Gou !") you'll arrive without injury at the first jallgu/ or 

"forest of 11lllzender{w." But my companion! were noteasilJ 

persuaded to leave the man,i/; and it was past ten o'clock 

before 1 had I)f(,,'ailed on them to mount their horses, A 

trifling incident, however, reconciled them to the undertaking; 

for one of Ollr sen'ant'!. as we entered on the plain, happened 

to espy a d,MIt or fi,x, and this, lIe said, as all the world 

knew, was considered an auspicious omen for persons begin,

ning their day's journey. 

Leaving our baggage to follow at leisure, and galloving 

witb a~ much .peed as clouds of the coldest sleet blown vio-

lently and direc!ly into our faces, would permit, we soon 

overtook and pa .. ed the chdmdd,', with his loaded mule., 

.truggling through a wide expanle of dee;> SllOw,Iucha. Pietro 
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della Valle bad found in the same place; (" P;lili da Fir,,:
"t;u}, camillamnw ere h.:g!'e per altiliSime '/ltvi, Lf"tt .. 4"). About 

the fifth mile we halted a jelV 11.inutes under the dreary vault. 

of a Ut'cHycd CmY'HIWiera, where the ltulf·putrid carcasses of 

three or itlUl' horses much gnaweu by jackuls, were most 

abominably ofiensive both frotH their smell anJ appearance; 

yet in a recess of llJi~ gluomy ClIH.l filthy building, sev·er~l of 

11.y party were. much inclined to :Jwait a changt: of weather, 

depending on the precnriou"up!,iy of fuod which our lllule

teers might uring from J'il'u:.k/dl . I resolved IlU wc r c l' to gG 
forwan.l i t.I i ~gllsteo with the c(I]'(lt'oJlsl'ra and 1I0t exat: lly know

inO' tile rcul extent of our dange r ; {or it is certain, as many 
~ . 

IJ3,"e sillce a::>sufcJ meJ tlml in consequence of even a slight 

devintion 1'1'0111 II Ie proper course, ,re might Imve plunged 

without un)' probability of extrication, into holiows filled with 

~now; and lhis was a hazard iud<'11clHlcnt of the cuttinO' wind. 
" 

Afler allolht:r wearisome gallop. yet \'ery sluw progress of 

five or six milesJ we ~HTivcd at lile CaravlI'llscru-i-GaduK t of 

which, (lot.withstanding tlie coJJ, J cOlltrin:d to llIakea sketch 

(See PI , LXIX); and vi,iled tl.e acij"cent ball. , said tu I",,'e 

been frequently used hy SIIA ' n ABJ\~'S; here we rested half 

an hour, congratulating 6ur~ch'cs on having p~)~sed, &att-iy, 

though unplcasnntly, o,'er thr. three tarsaugs of t(;is , plain, 

which seem. a kind of newtllJl, t1nal'lJTopriated territoly; lor 

some reckoned il in lrftk, alld olilcl's .ill ~l(Jzf'lldo·an. The 
borders h01\·cver, .. of :this provillcc, art', I tlliuk, ascerlainf'ld 

by nature, which h(s marked them with Ii multil'lid1y of 
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trees, while 0\ the bleak and naked plain adjoining towards 

the south, none probahly have ever grown. We proceeded 

half a mile from the C"I'«Vllmerit, and hy a slight descent, 

immediately entered the first jrlllgai or lore.t of Hyrcania; 

for this name, ha. hcen applicd to all exlent af country fol' 

b~'yolld Ihe di.triet called G"rgitll or Gurk6" <."'~}), whence, 

without doubt, the Greeks ji>rllled it as D'Allvilic has inge

niously suggested. Our road was now over steep mountain";, 

or in the "cry bed of a river flow in/( between them, and orten 

!11) filled wilh the stones rolled down b) torrcnts that it proved 

extrcmely <Iillieult Ii" a horse to proceed, and Ii,,' the ~idcr 

to prcl'cnt"fillling; wilh one hand managing tbe reins, v,;hibt 

the other was clIgagedin glial ding his face from the boughs 

of trees that hung across tl.e path , On buth sides the hills 

and "ocks ' .... ere magnificclI tly wooded., and presented, even 

at this seaSOIl, a beautiful app,'arallcc: 101' the snow )'csling 

lightly- on myriads of hn,"ches seellled to havc clothed the 

mountains, from the lowest " .. dley to the skies, in plulIlage the 

most while, most pure and <10\'1))'- Af'lcr a toilsome rjde of 

seven or eight miles we baIted Hilder some stupendous rocks 

to vi~w the Klulneh-i-Div A i-St:lid (~ )!..~ 4.it;.), or favourite 

"residence of the While Giant ;" lor· this celebrated Dremon 

had other places of "bode ill JlJdzelllir'1'rill; it was eridelltly a . , 

natural cavern hig!. upon t.he 1110unlain . "From tlijs spot," 

said our guide, "tb~ Giant having I!card of HU'STAM'S 

"approach, tIed townnl s the C.aspian Sell," Near the father's 

den was another,called the Ji.iuillch-i-dukltlcr-i·Dlv (J!~;'~ .,;\>.) 
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or rlle "mansion of the DreTl1()II's daughter:" ttis Appeared 

smaller, and al. the entmncp some rude whitish 'Hones pro

jected on which, u as pt' r~ons of well-estahlished veracity de

clarcd,"lhcatlkltter had becll seen, within a lew years, silting 

in un attitude of sorrow, or amllsin fr herself' with a .distatT and 
'" 

the various implements of spinningo A fastidious critick 

versed in the chronology of Eastern HOlllance, might perhaps 

object to the great age of this lady; as the barbarian cbiet; 

whom we may suppose disguised under the name of a Whit; 

Giant or Drumon, was killed hy the Persian general of CAl 
CA'US, (or Darius the Meele), two thousand four hundred 

years ago. nut so secure is her mansion, ncar the summit 

of an almost perpendicular rock, that she may protract lon

ge,oity into imlllortality without ti-ar of any hostile invasion 

from the sons of Ulan; for none, unless ,ele\,ated on artifiCial 

,rings, or assisted' by machinery of c(luivalcnt puwers, could 

poosibly reach her abod~(")o 

It was om ihtentioll to have remained all night at Surkluo
-

aMd, (-,~:,,:,.i~ as sume called it, or Surk"-r,btit ~~) tr as 

.................... 0 ............................ .. 

(It) In lb~ yicillity of thi, place, Pietro dclill V.lle dl'$crih~, a ('ayern hlllyinl{ certain 
,.,.lIs of maSOQ work; tilt' r •• illellce of a gig,utkk dumsfOl, sitll;.Ie on II p .. lhlf'li~ numo

lain so lofty tOll Iih~t'11 that no one cHult1 8lt('('lId to it wilh,,"t Ih~ utillOlit difficult,. 

DuideJl tbi'S dalll'f'I, who had ffODdered her..elf fOlrmitillL lf' ill fhe alljK(:('lIt ·~t1ulltry. 

many other gi~n1a "'l!l'e, he 8a),s, the hlll.jeci tlf rorullilliek ~turic. ; lind he ht'lIIrd Ibat 

thdr enormOd' ,raves had be,'o discl,lV(;n·d in the o€'i"hLouurlioud. 8uI tlk-..t he d.id 

nol itoe, aud Ire~t' the tel'ount olllu'ln It, an idle tit-ti"n: .. TruyltDlmO IIII(Or. lieU • 

•• cOlta di un alto t ripillu ".onle, £lIfO fa 'pouda aUIt med".illlil augu,ra nih', un.a 
.. grona. COil cerli muri di &brica alit qllllli COD gralldi¥tiaa diBic;wtl .i l'uO .. c •••. 
I, 1IfIk ... • &c. ,Viloligi. Len. 4 da Ferblll.ad, IOl8). 
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others), a pl!lce n~ar the caves above mentioned, and about 

six farsangs distant from FiruzkUl,; but the best building ot 

several scallcrcJ bovcl~ which we examined, was in such a 

such a state of delal'idation, though dignified with the title 

of Ca1'UVa1lSCl'a, that we proceeded on OUl' course, ancl at one 

farsang beyond it passed hy Duab(yl,.,), a place so named from 

some junction of" two stream!;," or rather a ramification of the 

river: here we saw a wooden emflret or edifice uesigned for the 

kingJs summer habitation; then going 01) another tilfsang we 

tft-rived soon after seven o'clock, the evening being \'ery dark, 

at Ttllclt RudU,,· G~'JJ <Ii.;), having fatigued Ollr horse.; and 

ourselves by a journey of eight and twenty or nine and 

twenty miles; of which the first tcn or eleven were through 

Jeep snow; and the remainder on a very rll~ged and JitJicult 

path, but in sllch a country, as would, at a favourable sea

son, present to a landscape painter, during every mile, the 

most admirable subJects for delineation; views of sublime, . 
romantick and beautiful scenery. Though not ('Ir ad,'anced 

into lIIazender/in, we hadulready passed through some tang. 

or narrow chasms between rocks and moull1ains, of extraor

dinary appearance; one I hastily .sketched in my journal 

(See Misc. PI. fig. 22), where also I find pcncJiled the sim

ple outlines of those houses which we had hitherto seeli, 

(fig. 2~); aod plans of different rice-fields, here very numerous 

and abundantly watered; some being laid out in lines of a 

borse-shoe form, one within and below another, resembling 
~ 

the benches of an ancient amphitheatre. (Misc. PI. fig. 24) .. 
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Ourhalting placewasdistin~uisbed from a hamlet called also 

Tat,h, (both in the district of Suvad Kuh .J JI,..), by adding 

to its name Rudbtir; one of the various wQrds employed to 

express a river,ur a place through which flow copious streams. 

It comprised but three or four 0 wellings and they were of 

the meanest kind. To the structure rlellomiuated a caravan

sera, I know not what degree of fatigue could possihly ba.e 

reconciled an European; it. walls wer'; barely four feet and" 

half high; rudely constructed of ston~s and clay; and admit· 

ting the wind at "arious crevices; tilt:... snow and rain .tfld 
lately fallen through sOllie considerahle apertures in the flat 

roof, and the earthen floor was covered with wet lIlud to the 

depth of se"eral inches; sOllle Jarge stones, however, were 

brought, and for about ten minutes served me as a seat; but .' 

1 found it as impossible to sit here with COlli fort as to stano; 

and declared aloud that my situation had becollle iutolerabl, 

irksome. TheM ehmanddrsoonaftercollducted me toa habita-
> 

lion comparatively excellent; for a man of moderate height, 

wearing his Persian cap,lIIightmovc in it upright; alld the floor 

was dry; this mansion belunged 10 the ""a/ ·bllnd (...;,.w) or far

rier,who, though a natiyc of D6mghlin, had resi,led lIlany years 

at Tukh, supplying shoes for mules and bor-es; he had cleared 

and sw£'pt for Ill£' the best corner of hi. h"".e (for it formed 

but one room and in this was the forge); he then ;pread a 

mat and half·"orn carpet ncar the /ire; and seeing me con

tentedly seated and pleas£'u with hi. civility, Ihe I'"or lIIan 
I 

repeated two or three timCl the man." mubdrek. or felicitalioo 
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on arriving at a new lodging; he requested that I should 

consider myself mash'r (If the house, of the forge, and of 

himself; and he despatched in search of provisions, some 

young llIen who appeared frolll the indication of a sable tinge 

to have assisted in his evening labours at the anvil. Eggs, 

bread and rice were soon procured, and greedily devoured; 

but I lay down to sleep lamenting that my baggage had not , 

yet overtaken us, as much from the desire of refreshing 

myself with wine or tea, as from a wish to exchange my wet 
-.'h 

clothes for dry. Having slept two or thrce hours I was 

awakened hy the land snoring of several men, who, although 

they had not enrroachcd on my carpet were stretched close to 

it ncar I he hearl h, "ach wrapped in apltstin (",~y')' or great· coat 

made of skins; wllich from the warmth, began now lO fill the 

place with a. rank and sickening smell . The lIaal-lJalld had 

just heaped on fresh fucl and the wood being Illoi st ucarl.,· 

blinded and half-suffocated Ille with its smoke; the Ilcas, to{l, 

of which tbere secmed to be thousands, tormented me inces

santi y, alld banished all hopes of further repose. Thus cir- . 

cUlllstanced I lay till morning; having by the lire-light, ob

serl'ed among the various articles that furui.llCd thisHyrcallian 

abode, thrcc long match-lock muskets, hupg "l' against the · 

wall; with powder-homs and parcels of bullets ; whole rows . 
• of different-sized horse shoes; the hammers, pincers and other 

tools. necessary to a farrier; many large bags of rice; a eock 

with some hens; and a playful kitten that often frolicked 
• 

lI.tx!ut my head, and seated hersel( on lIlj legs or shoulders.· 
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Whcn day a ppearcd through an hole in the ill-thatched roof, 

serving both as chimney and window, I arose and had the 

satisfi.ction to find my clothes perfectly dried. Snon after I 

received a visit from :VII'nz .• ' A'LI M UILUIMED( ........ Jo ~r.-), 
a chief of the Sf/vncl K1i'/, b~ ,,';_) district., which begins at the 

tirst fU1Igal or forest ncar the Gar/uk caravansera, and extends in 

a northern direction beyond 2l,.6b. He brollght with him a 

ptshkash or prc:;cnt consisting of grapes and pomegranates; a. 

Jamh, lire or six cabks or partritlges, and a pheasant; besides 

an ample alld well dressed dish of pi I""" 

IIa\'ing waited (011 the 25th) until nine o'clock ill expec

tation of the lJ1uleteers, and h('gill11jn~ to apprehend that 

some accident had befallen them and our baggage on the 

plain of OOl/uk, we preparedt" mount our horsesjllst as they 

urrived. 'Ve hearo of their miraculous escapes ill the snow; 

of their losing themselves in the forest; and ahO\"e all of lheir 

e~cessi\'e hunger; this I enableu them to satIsfy through the 

bounty of my new acquaintance the ltIJ:::cllt/cl'tlui chief. who 

afterwarJs accompanieu us 011 the road, nol ouly acting as 

our guide. where withollt one equally expcriellced it would 

have been impossible to find the way, but cvineillg 011 every 

oecasion the most polite attention, Before we left Talel, 

R(ulMr I sketched the forge; the slIIalierhovel adjoiu'iljg. used 

as a stable; the fertile valley wherein are seen two buildings 

or frames co~truc~ed of wood, on which rice-straw is stacked 

and preserved; witH the magnificently 'fQoded · mountain. 

that enclose the valley (See Plate L~X) , 
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From TU/eh we proceeded six or seven miles; then forded 

the rivcr just bclow a bridge, part of which having fallen, had 

never bcen repaired; this i. called PM-i-.• ifid (..,.... J;) or " the 

"white bridge." From a hovel formed ofbranehe. and mud, 

covered with leaves and straw, and sty led a ctlt'Gl,ansera, I 

made the view engraved in lliatc LX V111, representing the 

briuge; the road leading towards it from Tatch ano those lofty t 

wooded hills among which the river beautifully winds. \r e 

advanced from this spot about one mile and a half, \l'llen 1 

turned oft" the path three or four hundred yards to view th e 

Tfz,.ikh sOl/g (J';'" t?-)t), or "stone of the e[.och or da t~ ;" a 

sculphlrcd monument of which some peasants had given me un 

account. It stands 011 the kltc.1J!ibflll (~~~) or caus~\' .. ·ay, once a 

broadulld excellently pan:d road IcadingtoSdrlinasstmig ht a. 

din~cliun as the illtiexio lls of the river and naturu.l asperities 

and inc(lualilics of llw cou ntry would admit; but HOW SCi 

ruinen that a tr'lI'cll er ,,<In dcri\"c frum it but lillie benefit. 

This 'li;,.iklt Sang is a natural rock, sixteen 01' serenteen feet 

high, t,lHoollieo 011 the outer f~lCC, allo ruJely ca n'cd in lines 

and "Ina,'cs as I have delineated in Plate LXVII. It con

tained a short inscription nearly obliterated; said to com

memorate S1I 1\'1{ A GnA 's's construction of the cam:eway; 

and the ",'onJ sellt'h .0. ... or year, formin g part of the date, 

seemed to confirm this report; and, at least, by its taat!" form 

(,.--..) to prove the sculptnre of 110 very remote antiquity. 

We descended into the ftat grounds, riding aCfoss the rive! • in many of it. windings; forcing our wav .;,roul(h the forest. 
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or scrambling over hills by most steep and rllgged paths; at 

four miles beyond the sculpturtd stone, Ml'RZA' A'Lt MI1-

IlAl\tMED pointed out a monntain on the left, where, accord

ing to popular tradition, RUST .• " first encountered the Dt'v

I-SEF1'D, who having been defeated, fled toward. Amul. 

1\11 'nZA' ALl took this opportunity of explaining what he him

self thought respecting the Dives, and the opinion of all intel

ligent persons with whom he had spoken on that subject{"'). 

During the pleasant and instructive conversation of l\h'nzA' 

A'Lt,l felt but slightly the fatigues of our morning's ride, which 

terminated at Zirdb ("",1;.), after a stage generally reckoned 

of four farsangs; but it almost baffled my calculation by the 

intricacies and difficulties of the rugged path which led us 

................................................... 
('.) Uader various name!, such 8$ Dfv-i· .f;;tJid. the "white giant or d~moll;" Dill i· 

Sterkh, the" red Di,,;" Dlv i-Aulild, Div i-4r::./unk and olht'r~, were de&ignalled 
cerlaiu powerful chil'nains, Mandl,.. or .. tords of the lIIalcb~$" in this province, wbo 
lOllS' rt'fu~ed to acknowltdgf' them.elves lhe lubjet:b of allY Per.ian monarch, but 

wl're lifter mauy corubah OntllOwered by a gf'fli'rltl calfed RVSTA N. From tbe colour 
(Jf IIJe;r httir. or ctllnplex;un. or IODlt' olher penonal circulUsllloce. they derived the 
litles or epithets $erving to di.tinl(lIisb them; and from the Ikim o(wild lJea,h ill whicll 

tht'y .. 'ere clothed. aDd tbdr uceuire cruelty toward. invade!"!. thue delcribed t""m, 
at mon.ten having laib. ami armed witb horil~. fallgs lind talons; thul we find tbem 
!lOW rep",stllted i,) tbe pictures that onMUDt':lIt romaDCt". It i., howet'er, most pro

bable. tba.t Ibo,f'; chiefs oeca.ionally dwelt in ~Yero. among the J'DC~' '1 placel of 
security; and that bailie, hall !Jeen (ougbt 00 tbose .pots slill indicated by tnditioD. 
I ~hllil. in the cour~e of this volume endeaYour to prove. (if sncb a matler lxtclpable of 

vroof) tblll ::tlthough Mum.d".6,. was not rerha,,~ tbe peculiar cnuDtry. yrtit IPP"'5 
to have l..Ct'1I a fuourile and origill,,1 residellct'. of tbe Dietl; Iud Ibill two nry 
ingenious Europeau t",vellera mUI1 have been dectind by the nBme of KIJI .. &fld 
or the" white cutle" in FIw •• "beu they luppoltd it to hue ~o _ aneieat blbi· 

tation of Ibe II White Giaol{' See u!lote Oil ftfllrub6a ill tbe Appeodix, Wl Ar.ticJe. 
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up and down steep hills; through chasms between rocks, 

acros. the river TlIlar, (uow broad and rapid, hut often ver, 

considerable) at least tlventy times; among treeo wbere a 

paslage could seldom be found for two persons abreast; and 

frequently in morasses where our horses sunk to the saddle

girths at every step. 

Having alighten at 7-irdb I was l'onnucted to a woodell 

tman:.t or structure, situate on a rising ground, but by no 

means the more rcconcileable with my notions of'comfort, 

because the king had occupied it on his summer excursions; 

for the trunks of trees which formed the walls of it; only 

room, did not meet each other at any part within a hand'. 

breadth; and the roof made of leaves laid on hranches (both 

now almost rotten) was 60 open that the rain and snow ha~ 

rendered the tloor a puddle three inches deep. From this I 

lou ked with lungillg eyes on a neat and compact edifice 

among some trees bdow me; and hinted at the superior ac

COllllllodatio!! which, apparently, it might alford; but I re

linquished all hupes of lodging there when my servants 

informed me that the building had been lately erected in 

honour of A'BU' 'fA 'L>:n (~U. :II), a holy Imalllzadc!t. the 

ancient tomb of this venerable saint having, within a few 

years"been destroyed by an eartllquake. Meanwhile I re

ceived a visit from MeRu' ALI MUHAMlIIED, who perceiv. 

ing the damp and airy .tate of my habitation, dt'c\ared that 

to remain in such a place during the w~lole night, at this sea.-
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son oOr the year, would probably occasion a fab-u-lart (j) J 0..,.-1) 

or" fe\o'cr and 3U'UC ., from which I mi crht ncrer reco\'er' and o ' ~ . , 

this, he said t hcsiucs exposing him to the anger of his sover

eign, (whose guest I was), would, from considerations of 

prirate and personal rega rd, be a source of considerable 

regret. Uesoiving, tliererurc, to ameliorate if possiLJle, my 

situation, the MI'RZA' left me; but I doubted l11uch whether 

in this instance his end eavours could be rendered cffcctual ; 

from the first day of our journey the bcst quarters in el'ery 

stage hat! been, in va riably , assigneJ to .me; and this w~ole 

placc. which I had hastily examined, secmed to ofte r but two 

01' three sheds and slables, in which 1\1,' HZ .\ i Sit ~DP.Kt M'u 'LA' 

ADBA"S, all our sen'ants, the muleteers, horses anu .mufes 

were crowded together. IHy kind frieud, however, SOOI1 

returned, aud conducted me to Ii dwelling from which hc had 

.iust dislodged a poor old man, the kecper of the IlIIam zadeh's 

tomb. This ne\\' Hbodc was a I'oom of thil'teell ft:~t long, and 

nine broad, without chimney or window; the side walls were 

livc teet high; furmcd of boa rds ",,,I ,lightly pla.tercd on the 

illside with tlay; the roof was of ricp.-straw and decayed 

leaves, looscly thrown on branchcs; ane! that they might not 

bc blown away, some boughs had been laid over all. Thi. 

room or house was attached to the inclosed area of the tomb, 

near which grew some noble trees, evidently of gre,;'t age. 

These, the tomb, and ~y chalJlber J sketched, as in P1atl 

LXVII; .. ith the lVooded hills on both sides, and the rive; 

Tular running in the ~alley, which its .tream often complet~o 
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inundate.; thence, probably. the name of Zirdb (..,.,1J.)l "under 

.. water" has been given to this place. A carpet was spread, 

a charcoal fire kindled, and I soon found myself well esta

blished in the lodging; but could not without difficulty fix, 

on its lIne"en fioor, the feet of my 1m/aug (...,(;4) or bed-stead, 

The original proprietor of this room. (whose flowing beard 

might have demanded veneration, had he not, through some 

religious vow, as I understood, tinged it with a bright orange 

dye) paid me the UStu.1 congratulatory compliments; nnd 

brought as a pishkaslt or presellt, sOllie linc benaj'h"'lS (<.!..i.i,,), 

,'iolets white and blue; of which thousands were grpwing 

beneath the snow, I1e rcquested moncy to purchase, or to 

supplX wilh oil. a lamp for the holy tomb; and SWOI'C that he 

\\'ould otiCI' np a thousand prayers for my prosperily at the 

shrine of his f,m)lJrite saillt, nut from l\h'RZA.' A'I.I I 

received a lliorc subslalliial felliI'll for an ill considerable gift; 

IIC sent to me (011 a (ray) two pieces, each containing several 

yards of a coarse but serviceable stutl' called chftkhd (\.,;,~), 

manufactureu and much worn in this country; it is geu"eralJy 

pf a yellowish-brown cvlour, 

On the 26th at half past seven o'clock wc set out from 

Z,rab (where I took leave of tne worthy Mflzelld.,'''ni chief) 

and pr"ceedeu as before, through forests and over mountains. 

or in the rivet' Tdlftr, which we frcquently crossed; after (wo 

hours wearisome ride :!\>lu'LA' AllBA 'S surpriscd mc bJ a pro

'posa! of breakfasting;, we alighted, an~ his black servant, a 
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Hob,hi (';''-1 or l\j,yS'inian, produced two lagganG, or basins 

of copper tinned (,,,d, II .' halT been already described and 

delineated) tied up in a large tiut not very clean handkerchief, 

which howen~r, on this occasion served as it table-cloth: the 

/(/gganscolltaincu fowls, concealed in mabscsofcold boiled rice. 

Hal·ing lini,hed our repas~ lind refresh~d oursch'CB with a 

draught from the neighbourillg stream, U'C went on, struggling 

at onetime, through mire of so tenacious aconsistence, that our 

lwrscscould scarcely extricate tl)('ir]eg~ from the sloughs; at 

another time fon.ling the fiver where it was between three and 

four ~eet deep; and often ellucavouring to discover au casier 

or safer path among the trees ; "a traveller fillds here," -said 

the facetious !\iU'L .\', "such an admirable variety of roads 

"as must embarrass him ill !lis choice; for besides the Klte!J

"alnIH C,!.".~~). or causcw:l,Y, which, it must he acknowledged 

" is a little khc1'lib (Y~) or damaged ; therc arc, the rdh:jallgali 

'~(~ .. ~) or "forcst~roil(l;' the l'ldt-ubi (y-!' .>1;) or" water-road," 

"and the "alt-gilt (JS' Il~) or "mud-road." At length, having 

tried all, \rc emerged, about seven miles from Zirab, out of a 

morass,and arrived at the: bottom ofa high hill, which seemed 

to forman insuperable harricragainst ourfurther progress; the 

side being a1mo,t perpendicularly Bteep, and the path a mere 

succession of large stonc~, thr(Hrn one above another on the 

soft clay, hut at such a distance that between each there was 

a pool or mire three feet deep, into which hors~s, mules and 

even the men who· hau dismounted, could not save themselve.' 

from sinking. Ikndw not how weshol!ld have overcome the. 
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difficulties of this ascent, had not the provident l\JI'nzA' ALl, 
• 

anticipate,1 our distress, """ kindly stationed .ev~ral soldie)", 

hardy and active woodmen, to a.")sist us in ' climbing the Sct-·i

Kellu, or K elc" fo r so this aCt..'livity was called ~ ! 6) . \Ve ascend~ 

ed, at last, to the ruined cau8cway,pach 11I)),s(' arid mule having 

been dragged up by some llleu, while others shoved them on 

from behind; both tuell, hurses alld IHllles oflcp falling when 

ncar the summit, and in lhl'ir retrograde lIlutioll overllirowill fl' 
'~ ~ 

those", "0 scrambled after theon. A hou t a mi Ie beyond t" is "'as 

the :Uitilt-i-Io:clil, and a little faltilt'r, lhe BUI1-i-kclti" two passes, 

much resembling ill uadm.'ss of road, that which J have abo\'c 

dcscriiJed. III these lIames l.bc word kdd (which I saw thus 

written ~J signilics, according t) the dialect of lllizcuderun, 

(as a llutirC', hut by no meaus ufjlll~dliblea\lthority, inf<wmed 

me), sOllie -Idud ur honse, or ratlier Itotl~es ill the aggrega te; 

and alilldcJ probablY to the series of dwellill!,!s ol'small rilhwes 
"' .... ' ~ 

mentioned hy l>ictro della Va Be as having been constructed 

here a lillie before "is time (the year lOIS); bUI of which no 

vestiges now remain; aud thercflJre, Stl'-J,'-}{dd ()S'.J""') would 

be, ." the place where those Lmildings first began ;" 11lilin-t

Ada (lIl' ",'.,.), the" middle," and jJ/t,,·i-Krid (lIl' oi)' "the 

"Jowcsl part of them," or "the spot where tht'y tcrmin .. 

........... ~ ...................................... . 
, . 

e'i 1t mi~ht ha"t lIu'l)riud IJ IItranjl:f!r uot ftf'quaintl'd with tht political retalion, 
'lIb~bfilig l,t·fwt:l'.n .. :ngl"1141 IIn41 Pt'nill. lu fillli I1l1'se lI}rnuians arm .. d. in thf' midd 
of Iht'ir own rur .. ,h, with mu ·kl'ls .llIIo~1 ut'w, Ix-~rinlt tht': nalne .. r u1ndun. lind the 

Tuwcr.alluk. Tbey "ore the .ba)'OUch hl their ufIlr-h'd. (~~) ur girdl"_ 
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ated"("), \v e ""de on the causeway, in such parts of it 
• 

as were still unimP!'ired, turning ofl' frequently to right or . . . ." " 

left, where the stones of its pav.cment. long since displaced 

by torrents, werc deeply bedded ill moist clay, It did not 

appear that any attempts had lately been made toward repa

ration, and somc immensc trees fallen aero," the road, (their 

aged roots seeming totally decayed) obstructed it in a verx 

considerable degree; fo,' such branches Ol~ly had been 

removed as left a passage in width barely sufficicnt to admit 

" loaded Dlule, and in height for a man 011 horocback to go 

through, not without stooping. Of those trees and of httll~ 

dreds on eve,'y side, the trnnks would have furnished excellent 

plank. twenty-firc or thirty inches broad, and frOll . .. twcnty 

.~" ..... t .~ ...................................... . 
('1) YCI Dtlla V"lIe rClII.lcred Miun·i Kel6 by" the mid,jl~ or Ille scull;" bis wordfi 

"rc "Cc 11(' autlulIIl1IO la sera ad allogiur illllllH di queUe pkc::iole ,dlle, RUDy.mente 
.. fuhl"ic::ale lSil la rotr.l(\:I, .,bl',i cliiama MioHi Kidll', ill lin~lIa nftlllrll, l\fezo del Tes' 

l' cliill," (' ; i<I,;;;i, Lell . 4,da "'~rhllba(I) " I had wr ill t'i1 ill myjonrnal Ktll~" or Kalil. 
(t.lS') (ur K~/a • • nd, lik .. I he Ilali:.!n I rlivelll'r, ~holiid perbllp~ bilve I tlmlillt f'd it a ",cull;"' 

:11 though una hie to ll1;sign 1111)' rC3 SO U for its enlf'riulo: inlu tbc f:llmpo~ i' illu (If I bUle nalDe& . 
lIul Ke;; .lIppeau to toe pure Persian lItcording tl.l the best manuscript dicliolllllJie., ... hicl. 

illdica~.its Jiatrenl meeuiug5; at present it is only necesllaryfor me tn noliceone", itl pri. 

lII:.uy ~igllifil'atioll, a "frog;" IU I strongly sU511e"l'l frmn tI~rbC'!rt" qUillnt description. lb •• 
1bi, was the ,"illage of wh id, 11f: had rorgortell I he D"me, although ht' I'PttJ hive rec::oJlect~ 
SWlldlii.llg OCi'1 impnrt; Ibe place that be Ilyies a "toWD orrrogs" frum tli .. fDu,~iplit:it, 

or tbolle croaL.iDg animab whil-h tbere unoJed him (in May, lfl27); aud tbe distance 
of tweDty ODe mites (rolD Alitib6d, auigned 10 it b, bi, •• utHloicotly .,tef'S witb m1 
calculation. Hill word8 llr{' "It. .nu.1I village who,t name I have (urMut; bur~ .. eJAbe:r 

.. very well that the frog$, (tbe i:}.ul-bulb. Qr Pbilornel, of tbil fa.risb pillee) auembJed 

.. i. l ucb rlUnlbrrs .nd chirped sucb IOllth.sume lune •• Ib.I we .i.bed Homer "Quid 

.. have liven them Ruutber king: (or "ODe wrile., GarruJa H...u ft .... c.u.t ~.4"f . 
.. To AHa".rr, one alld twey"y miles rrom the TowlI of }'rol', ~e rode ...... ~~t:'" & •• 
(Herbert', T .... IVel., p. 182, Edit. 01 160ft). 
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to thirty . feet long. Six or leven miles Beyond the middle 

Keld, neara ruined bridge, sjtuate in UJIlOst rOlllantick spot, 

amid.t scenery which to a more accomplished landscapc 

painter thall myself, would have afforded an admirable sub

ject, we met u lady of high rank, the wife of some Khall, 

proceeding tojoin her husband at Tehran. She was mounted 

on a fine tall llIule ; over hcr face bung a veil of cro .... barred 

linen; the stripes being red, blue and brown, and between , 
them \'arioul small opcnings through which she saw and 

breathed; her chakmalt (4) or boots were of the red Bulgtir 

(.W;) or ltuBsin leather; and like all the females of this country, 

she rode astride; her attendants were two women, muffled in 

while cluider., (".>~) or sheets; and fM men, of whom one was 

on fout, carrying a long Persian match-lock gun, a sword, a 

dagger or large knife, and a shield fastened at his back, be

sides se,'cll oreiglit powder-horns and shot pouches . :Fl'om 

the ruined bridge we went on about half a farsang to another 

not yet sO milch delapidalcd, over which we pa,sed wilh 

some difficulty and danger. Ncar this, thc groundhaJ "een 

partially cleared of trces ; but a great nlllnber still rClllained, 

.and those of \'ast bulk and majestick height; frolll thcir rich 

and noble appearance, the cawing of rooks that o"cupied 

their prunc1!es, the fine outline of \\'O{)tI~tI bills and the ample 

expanse oflevd tr8£'ts, I almost fanc,i"d my.elf riding through 

the ancient and neglected demesne or park of SOI)le Korman , 
< . 

seigneur or English gentleman; but IlIiI venerable chateau or , 

lWWor-house was to~be discerned among the lofty trees; norr 
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cOllld the illllsive idea of such man.ions, their conliorts and 

their e1egancics, be more strongly contrasted than with the ac

tual state of those hovels at Sltirgdl. (.il'r.-,:,) where we clllsed rhe 

journey of this day; having travelled (from Zirlth) "ev~nteen 

or eighteen miles. I was h~re received hy nin~ or ten horse .. 

men, and observed, as we entered the place, some ti-lIflws 

amusing theil)se1vcs on t.he road side, by tormenlin,g a large 

H I(ltg, ( ~);.) "3 wild hoar or hog," (call{'d also Cm'(1z )}) whidl 

had heen slightly woundcd,and thou ~h bleedillg, and tlcd with 

a ropC', still defended itself agaiIl~t scn~ral dogs, with Il.weh 

feroci-ty. Olle of the horsemen pl'rce i vi ng that thi~ ex II I IJi I ion 

did l.l0t ufroru me pleasure, l'c1icH.'d the creature frOlIi ~lll 

Ilaill by cUlljn~ it llear1~ in two, with a ~illp. le hh)\v ~ .4)j~ his 

sharp and crooked sll"ord, pcnetrating throllll" the thickest 

vertebral bones. 

Almost two hundred years ago, D ella Valle lLclt. 4.) nesrrib

cd this pli1 ce as ulla villa caUil..'u delta Scil'gah; to me it ~ecllled 

not worthy of being entitled a 'C~lIagc ; although the <'1.)11 ltd 

bad was still more applicahle than any other that could pos

sibly have been used in th e description of it. 'l'he hou"',, 

were not, howe"er, worse than those which we had hjtlicl'to 

seen in M(lzt:ndcl'a,,; the walls being con~tructed chiefly of 

rude boughs or trunks ( I f trees, sOllletimes six or "eigl ,t teet 

high, often not more tball fi\'e, placed IIcq)endicularly ill ti,e 

ground at equal inter"al.; attached to tbem, ilOn"out<1lly, 

were twigs, small branches, or lath», ClJven,d 011 the uulb.Je 
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wilh ~ ( 'OHt of mud; the roofs were of rice-straw or leaves, 

.pr('a" on . hranches; but seldom so perfectly as to e](c1ude 

IlI""',I' raill ; nor had I yet seen one of these habitations into 

which ~ peTRon could enter "'ithout wetting hi. feet at the 

very threshold, in mire or filth up to his ankles. Of the edi

fi(,e. that constituted this villa cattiva, the reader lOlly form a , 
jll,t estimate from the sketch given in PI. LXIX, 1Il0st accu

ratcl.y 'r('prf'sc~lting what was regarded as the best, and conse

qllently,allotted as usual to me: this view I took from the back 

",hellee the slructure appeared to greatest advantage. The lit

tle woodeu door. three feet three incheshigh,and two feet ":ide, 

was. with the point on which it turllcd, all of one solid piece. 

like the stone doors before noticed (p. 45). The ,other, 01' front 

doo)" immediatel'y 011 the road, was fhoe feet high. Various 

accidental "pertur!'s in the roof and walls, (where the clay 

had fallen off), sen'ed as outlets for the smoke. which pro

ceeded from a wood fire kindled in a hollow of the earthen 

floor; they supplied al sl) the place of a window, <:idmi tling 

sufficient light for the purposes of reading or writing . l\Jy 

" chamuer» was separ~tcd on one sid e by a very tlJin parti

tion of twigs . plastered with mud, from ~ stahle whi ch afiord

cd but impericct shelter to fourteen or fineen horscs an,l 

mules. ; One of these surprised me ridiculously by thrusting 

his head'often through an opening in the parlitioll justoverthe · 

bed· on which I sat.· At the other .ide was a similar stable, . 

"into which, on this occasion, most of oUIi grooms and mule-

tt:t:n •. two black servants, and other feliC ws had crowded. 



Z411 PERSIA. [Chap. 11 

There the mo.t eloquent among them related wonderful tales 
• 

of giants and fairies, adventures of celebrated heroes, and 
• M . ~ ~ 

illustrious princesses, and the combats of RUS'UM with one 
~ . H 

of the 1I16:ullderulli Dive., "a",tory, said the narrator, dOUbly 

"interesting to us here. since all the world knows tl;at they 
• • 

".fought on this very spot." . ,Thus during tbr~ or four 

hours aner night-fall they entertained themselves and me; for 

,through the slight partition, ercry word was mlJ,~t dist,;,ctly 
, _ _'4 

hear.d; but -,towards midnight some began to snore aloud, 
• wl}ile -others quarrelled respecting the duty of supplying 

",l'Ood. for the fire round which they had been assembled; 

from this dispute I leaflled that , if the I'ersian language 

aboundsin flattering and delicate expressions of compJ,illlellt, 

it is not less copious and energctick ill the gross phraseology 

of objurgation. 

Nearly resemhling the structure just described were almost 

all the habitations which we had hitherto fuund in this region 

of forests; but it must be observed lhal they are merety the 

temporary dwellings of a few llIen , wl .. ~Uelld at these C01'Q

vanscras and dl'tktWMll.:)l$''')) or "shops," to furnish travellers with , 
"lee, eggs, and fowls, shoes for horses and mules, and 9ther 

necessary articles; whilst the WOllien and childre'! Jive ill 

more commodious houses, situate among the woo,ds and 

hills, at, sueh a distance from the road a • .1o secure their ten-
• 

ants against thf'\xutality and insolence of. the great lords, 

th" soldiers, and ~thers who attend tI1!!ru OD their journiel. 
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The only females whom I had seen since we entered this pro
vince were the lady and her two maids already mentioned; 
and I doubt whether allV tilllli)ies of Mazanderan confiDe 
fbems .. lvcs i" small villages"surrounded with walls, like those 
of,:thc 's!iulhefu I't:Ovinccs. But h"wever ,"ean ma,Y be Ihe 
accommodations of its scattered houses, however tlitferent or 
perilous the roads that lead tu 'l.helll, a sll'allger who passes 
through this cOlilltry is amply iudellillitied for vrivatiulls and 
inconyenicncies hy the opportunity of contemplating natute's 
beauties uildt:r various funDs; bills and dales, rot.:ks and' 
Jfl(;untaills, thick forests and stately groves, ". cOllsidt!rable 
rivers, shallow ... brooks, ,-vllter-:talls, all thal admirers uf H pic
turcM.lue" sceirery t:utlld desire to combine; and l forgot the 
nui!ullces of m'y 1lUv:el. at Sht1'gall, while ga~illg on the adja
cenl dillQlc. the "iolets that clothed its banks, allu rhe wind
ing strt.'u'm lhCtt IlIllrmured through it; but of: these the prin
Ci)H_d c:iJanlJ nmsisted, perhaps, in a resemblance (wht!thcr 
rcal or iIllHginar),) which"tlwy bore to a fiU-Ollrite dingle and 
slrt'alll, til \Vales; thereby. exciting a train of delighUul ideas, : 
evtr ass ocialed wilh tht recollection of homc(,6). 

On I he 27th at an early hour a messenger sent by the Vazir · 
of ~-J{iumdt'I'611, hroug ht me two hampers cOlJtaillill .g nine or 
ten hlrge Hussiull boltles, filII of red wine; procured. it was 
s:.tid, 11"0111 !o>t)lJIe ArlllclIiulis of lJa(/zlrll.s/t (or lJ(fJ:fllr/{.~!t), will) 
traued \\ith the H.usslI.lIls·of Asil'ukluJII . At seven v'dock we 
se\. 0'" alUl 'THocceded by a vcry bad road through a 1110,1 
beautiful ClIulltry,. the river 1'fJldl' being on Oll)' It~ rt duriog 
the first three miles·'; 'We then crossed it; at the ti.)Urth and 
fittl, mile wCfuuld disct:l'n ~)ccasjonally through openings of 
the 1'01"4;-':-;1, Mount I Jumovolld's lofty summit., bearing trOll1 us 
Dcarl.~ W. S . W. We rode over. one bridge buill of ,tone 
and hflck, alld over twu or three others cOlJstruclcd of larg-c 
bealJls alld 1J1.)UnJs _; at tlJC sevt:llth mile we ascellded 11 hill 
adlllirallly wooded, when a pro6pect unfolded it,elf to our · 
vie,r, tur exct't"dingtJilJ my powers of description \\Iith",.the · 

• ..... - .-.... ~ ...... -.... -.................. - ...... . 
("J From I Ii ... bulk ,.f nlt'1lU'iI rip' matf'l ial l! ~ ~t "efort' n~ 1 am here induced 10 adopt I 

" d6kI~·vriult"d V.ge, tballhi."".f' k, t:H'n at thl! expcn~e ot \IIogr"phit.:al beaut)' aOO I 
~fol1lJi')', way be comprl!bendea within Iht' limitl uf tlm:e VUI VIUCh . 
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pen, or of delineation with the pencil. Near us was the sweet 
village of A/dtbdd (o~I,>l.), Wlth Its neat farm-houses and cot
lages, grouped a1,!ongorange trees now loaded with fruit; and .. 
heyond it, though dlstallt several farsangs, over a.tract of 
torests and richly cultivlttcd ground, tbe Caspian Sea wa. 
"isible with a heavy brownish cloud resting on its borizon as 
far as the eye could reach. Having enjoyed tbis magnificent 
and nnboUll<ted prospect for ball' an boul', we advanced 
ahout two miles, and metMuHAMMEDSHERI'F KJlA'N, an 
otHcerofhigh rank, belonging to the prince of Sari's cQurt,and 
a man of the most pleasing lIIanners; he was attended by 
man)' hors£,men; some of whom disclmrged their muskets, and 
threw II,e.ie1'id ("'!f.')' galloping about as usual on such oe
casiuw.,; !'oon afterwards carne an istikonl from Atidbdll~' the 
principal inhabilants led by a very lean kcdkliuda (or chief 
householder) and a vcry t,.t flliji (or one who had made the 
rcligiou::I pilgril1Jage to Jtlccca) : here also a lltti or buffoon, 
ha\'ing present.ed me sOllie violets in a ceremonious and lJot 
ungraceful manner, immeuiately began to strike with hi .~ 
fingers a small drum wbich he held under his left arm, and 
to dance with uncouth and vehement gesticulations. S H F.lll'}' 

KUA'N informed me tllal his Prince would consider as a 
favour my hailing thi. day at Ali6bdd; that he had sent fifty 
men to repair the road between that place and Stir!, io parts 
that had been undermined and injured by the water; Ihat he 
had postponed a journey to As/eraMC/, solely tor the ,pur
pose of receiving in his capital the English Ambassador's 
brother; and that I should be welcomed next day on my 
approach to the city, by an istikMI of two hundred horseme)), 
conducted by HUSSEIN KIJA'N, a nobleman of distinction. 
I alighten eonsequently at a house prepared for my accomo
dation in the "illage, having travellen but three farsangs, or 
about eleven miles; from Shirgah to Aliflbdd. This is the 
spot described by Sir Thomas Herbert with mueh accuracy ill 
a lew wor<ls(") ; although he has written the name errofleou.ly; 
deceived by the substitution of v for h, (of ·which an hllnclred 

.-
~~ ............................................... ~ 

lit) .. To Aliul1lJfT, one :I..d twenty mile. (rom the TOWD of fl'Ol' ~Re p. 244) we 
.. rode Dut uigbt; Ii very pleasanll,llIce {or earth, ..... nd wood •• ad •• ere we (ound 
.. :store or IJheil5l11nb; a bird abouodUtg in tbelt Byre.QUla towD __ pf &c. (Herbert's 
'J'raych. p. 182, Edit. or 1666). . 
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examples might be every day remarked), and the lisp with 
which mallY Persians affect to speak. ,cli6btid, (in respect at 
least toS''''i and Barfurushj, is more correctly placed by Han
way in his map, than most of the other towns of this cOllntry 
('fra ... Vol. 1. p. 345) . Forster, the third and perhaps 
the last European traveller who, before myself; has noticed 
this place, describes it as the" small village of Aihabad;" and 
he mentions its well-supplied daily market. My computation 
Slip poses it a little farther from IJa~furUsh thall his; but it would 
be unrt'8sonable to expect minute accuracy of mensuration 
from those who on horseback aDd with much difficult.y, cross 
during wlIlte. the intermediate tract of country, by such a road 
as he lillind there on the 29th of January 1784, and Ion the 
10th of March )8t~. His account, given in the note may 
without any alteration be applied to its present state(IO). 

At .4li6Md the accommodations were cxcellent; 'many 
houses reminded me of some in Brabant and Jo'landers; scve
ral were rooled with very good red tiles, ea"h about thirteen 
inches long,and resembling a half cylinder (See Misc. PI. fig. 
~5). Two handsome rooms were assigned to me by the Ked 
KllUdd. at his 0' ... ·1) mansion; but this arrangement probabJy 
('auscd much inconvenience to the females of his IlOuschold, 
who OIlIHY arrival hau removed to the Hm'tllt of a neighbour; 
whence, with twenty other women, some wrapl>cd in while 
sheets, many in a striped or cross-harred stulrlikc our Scotch 
plaid, 'tltey amused themsel\'es from the walls, ano. among tlw 
orange trees, by staring at a Farallgki Whcllfvcr I waUicd oul; 
..... _ •••••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• u •••••• 

(til) .. Tht: rOid thi~ day was tlu word 1 ~t·" hat! trntulfed 0". ami required in the 
" .winter 't:IIS0Q cOblinued labour to make it passable. 1 -'wugb dft'p ditche5 are u
.. tt'ndf'd 011 eacb lide , and drains cut auoS! to carry oft' Ihe exlraOidillary moisture of 
.. the aoil, wt' proct'eded witb mucbdifficl1l~yand ba.z"rd "(Foflter'sjourney (torn Bt'ngal 
to England, &c. Vol. II. p. 203, 4to edit.) It i. probable that he (lilly .. i~iI~d IfiLl ("w 
ho ... ets of.-4lilib6d ad.ioiniDg that part called the B6tO,.; !loti calculatl'tlltlt' dl'~lIn,ce ac
cordingly; this may be inferred from hi. particular notice ofth~ 1I~ltrkcl. ~lld bl~ '11~nce 
respecting tbe large aud hlludsome fiarm hOIl".' 1I0d other bUlldllJA'5 WIUl'b l'omfltute 
wt.at I bllVt' d t!uoluillilted tI~ ~I"I::.; and which are .Icattt' rect at It tli,tallce of almo.t 
two mile. from the B6 __ • ill II diret'tion Dearly loutb-eastern. and tbere(ore. by 110 
Qluch tbe more remo.te from B6rfurlu/t the object of .Mr. Fot:.ler'& journey. So ub· 
wfVant and ingeoioult • traveller would Icarcf'ly hiol"~ OP~lted to mention a .pol of Buell 
Itni.ing beauty . Ui. measurellltnt (rom tbe Bazar, and .. ,ille (r",m thl': villate, willlhu.,;. 
r"~~e the differeuce of our rellpcetive clllculalitHls. almost to lIoluiog. 
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two or tl.ree. neither tbe youngest nor the prettieRt. came 
frequcntly to whichever of my rooms I did not actually 
occupy at the moment, in search of slippers, coff",,-cups. IL 

ipoan, a china howl, or some other trifling: article which they 
had left behind them. This place abound. in provisions of 
every kind; I was feasted off six or scven ample dishes, 
(among which one contained pheasant) with three por"elain 
howls of difterent sherhets; besides mast (",-,I.. orsour.milk), 
sweet-meats, pomegranates and oranges; there Wali hread, 
also. but it had been hrou~bt from Sari. as all made at AI;:' 
liMd (if lo("al report may be credited) invariably proved 
lin wholesome, and in some instances had occasiolleci death. 
] Il tllC C\'l~n ing 1 rccei vcd a visit from IVI U H J\ M at I:: J) SH ER I ' J! 

K II A ~ N , \\' hOIll the Prince bad appoi nted to accOIIJ pally me 
as an additional 1tleJlllullldal'; SOOI1 after came tht' principal 
Ktd A-hudd and otlier housc~hoJders of the \· jlla~c; they ask~ 
cd m~ln 'y questions about Jiollgicillllili or i\merica, a slIhjt:ct 
respcctil1,fr whi ch the'y e\'inced as IIIl1eh illqulsitivt'Ilt'ss and 
ignoran ce as had often been displayed h'y men ot III~her 
rank ill the south of Persia. They assured Ill" that the flash
chs, "gnats or mosquitoes," had not yt:l appeared tilOlig l. Illy 
1cgs were smarting, at lhesurnc time, frolB SOIlIf:" flies ~o lIIuch 
rese mbling them, and so nUluerous that 10 the night 1 lound 
it necessary to spread the gHuxe cunailts over tu.v bed. The 
weather was delightfully mild during the da.'; at three 1I 'c1ock 
(without any fire in the room, all doors and windows hdllO" 
open), the quicksilver in :Fahrenht it's Thermometer I'u .. e t~ 
54; the evening was cold alld rendered a brirrht charcoal , 0-

fire ugrccahle. It was here cust.omary, as I understood. lor 
many persons to assemble in the winter nights ahout a 
wooden irame, nearly four feet squa.·c and seventeen or eigh
teen inchcs high. placed over a bole dug in the earthen floor 
and filled with burning charcoal; each person applies his 
feet to the frame. lap his head on a pillow or cushion, and 
one great lehtlf ("';I..l) (a quilted sheet. or stuffed countbrpalle) 
is thlown over all who are thus kept warni during a sleep of 
several hours. In my room was olle ill" those wooden frames., 
which the servants railed a kurti (-.r,j); this name is given 
also to a chair, a thronc, or any raiseU.and moveable seat. 
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Soon after seven o'clnck on the !8tb of February, we set 
out from AlidMd; and having proceeded half a farsang in 
the direction of N. N. W. (Mount Damavalld bearing nearly: 
S. W.) we halted some time at the Bazar belonging to that 
village. ano caused the feet of our horses to be carefully ex
amined, new shoe. applied, or nail. driven, a duty which the 
road. of Mazand.ra .. render indispensable every day and 
almost every hour; indeed there i. scarcely a farsang with
out a tlaalband or farrier. Thi. J~~ Bazar (as the word im
ports) is a market-place, and not only supplie. the village 
of which it bears the name, but all the surrounding country 
to"a distance of twelve 01' fourteen miles; the inhabitants 
chiefly freqnent it on Wednesdays; and I heard that ,II'O\'e 
one hnndred cows, shcep, calves and lambs are killed in it. 
J'(lI' the consumption of each week. Beef was said to he herc..~ 
a much more comlllon article of taoti than ill the southern 
province.. Abont lilllr miles farther we alighted to hreakfast 
under !Some trees of immense size close to the Sifth-rud ( ... :,)'y....) 
or .. BlitCk Hiver;" here I sketched a bridge forming part of 
SUA'H ABDA's's causeway or Klteyubcin (See PI. LXIX); on 
which we now proceeded with considerable difficu .1ty at the 
rate of two miles au hour, so ineffectually had seveml men 
been recently cmplo)'cd in repairing its innumerable defects. 
'fhis road, as was still evident, lJIust have once been a most 
mag-lIlticent avenue; being of great breadth, straight for many 
lursall!,,'" and beautifully bordered on each side with largo 
aud stately trees. 

At four miles from Sori I found H us EI N KlI ,\N (",\>.cr.-) 
(the prince's master of ceremonies) waiting to receive me; and 
with him a M uslowji or secretary, 311d a boy of twdve or 
thirteen years, brother of M,'IIZA ' SA'DF.K, my Mehm01ldcir. 
The i,tlkh6l accolllpanying the III consisted of about an hun
dred anti sixty horsemen, armed wjth muskets, and lances. 
Huvint exchanged compliments, and conversed during a 
few lUinutes, we all rode on to Surf; and after a journey of 
fifteen or sixteen miles, I entered that city through a crowd 
of at least three thousand persons, an,. alighted at the house 
of ~h ' IIZA' REZA' (1.;.1\;.1"")' Vaz!r or chief minister to the 
prince who governs in M dzenderan. lie had provided for 
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nle n spacious chamber, handsomely gilt and painted, and 
furnishect with a magnificent carpet. The usual refreshments, 
cofi,'C' alld caleans, were immediately presented byhis servants, 
whn aft.erwards placed before me two trays containing various 
presern~d fruit~, and ~ao)' sweetmeats; col«) pheasant, lamb, 
and sheroet of different kinds; all these were offered merely 
as a hrt akfast, ,md ls"Aul. hintetlthat the Va:;", cooks were 
already engaged in preparing a sumptuous si"im; (..,.-\.:.), the 
tlinner or evening meal. 

During breakfastsel'erallarge Rnssian bottles of red wine 
were sent by Illy kind host, aldlOugh much of that which I 
had before received from him, Jet ,'emained. At four o'clock 
this minister honoured me with a visit; he had just returned 
from tlw prince's palace, and wore his full court drcs!i, of stiff 
gold ~)rocadc, with fur . His son, my It.1chmfindlir, (a man 
Hbollt twenty-three years old) accompanied him; hut stood, 
jn a respectful manner, during three quarter! of an hour, 
whilst the "azir continued with me; it wa~ well known, how
c\"cr, that the strongcstatfection snb~i5ted between them; yet 
according to the CIl!tom of Persia; filial reverence prohibited 
his sitting in the presence of his father; at least among stran
gers or on ceremonious occasions. I remarked also, that 
:t1though perfectly well qualified, and before others always 
ready, to COIHcrse :Igrceably; he now only spoke in answer to 
questions. The Va:.'r and I sat on one nammcd, and hy his 
ill\"ilation, MU'LA' ABnA"s , after a few minutes sealed himself 
ill a" opposite corner of' the room. Having officially pre
sented llIany compliments of congratulation on my arrival, 
Irollllhe princc, and less formally from himself; the minister 
li,cd an hourfor introdllcingme at court thenextdav. We 
thell talked on various subjects; he enumerated the towns in 
thi~ country most worthy of inspection, and calculated the 
intermediate distances; endeavouring to prove that I might 
remain his guest at Sari five or six days, visit all those places. 
yet be at home in Tehran on the feast of Nauru., according 
to my declared wish and intention. Conversing on varioul 
kinds ot' fruits, he m~de a sign to his servants who crowded 
abollt the doors and windows, (as usual during tbe >'isit of a 
Persian nobleman); they soon brought a large tray of oran, 
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ges and lemons, which had grown in the gardens oCthe .vaz'"'' 
house; indeed the court before my c"alnber contained sevewl 
orange trees, loaded with fruit apparently ripe. Of local 
antiquities I could not obtain much information, and began 
to apprehend that many venerable monuments which some 
of my manuscripts described asvisible here,lIo lon~er existed, 
or that at least their names had been forgotten. Vn this sub
ject, indeed, any very confident expectations might I""'e 
been repressed by a passage in the MS. 'J"Uf'ikh i 'l'ab"islu", 
which, relating various events of the M uhammcdan year 32,) , 
(or of uur era 936) mentions that H ill this year an inundatioll 
"occurred at Sari, ",hich totally destroyed that city; alld 
"of its former buildings left none rernaining; and <.III tlll_: 
.. inhabitants of SU,.; retired to the hilly country, until (;0.1 
"had reduced the watcr"('~' I). It will appeal', however, frolll 
other extracts of the same work, that ~OIllC mounds uf carlh 
or tUlllular monuments extremely ancient, must have rosisted 
the violence of this fiood which easily swept away the houses, 
at that time here and throughout 7'abristall, "ery frail struc
tures, as we Jearn froU! Enx IlAuKAL("). The V(J::ir left 
me ex.tremely pleased with the aff:lhility and politeness of his 
manners; and I soon received further proofs of his hospita
lit)'; several trays COIiLlilling a dinller in quantity sufficient t()r 
eig ht ur teu hungry travellers, and III dclicHey suited to palates 
llllH:ll IIlurc nice than mil~c; his servants also illuminated Illy 
rOOll1 lIIost brillialltly with many thick candles each about 
jClUf feet long, ill large and very handsome silver ShU1lt1iadall~ 
or candlesticks, placed on the fiool' at regular jntervals; sOllie 
(.'!lcnigltdiws or oil .Jau.lps being interspersed. 

'Early on the 29th, :v1I'IlZA' SA'l>F.H came by the Va"r', 
desire to ask how I had passed the night; he brought with 

. . - ................................. _ ............... -
;$ ",oW-! ,oj ...,..\,>- \;"'}-~ ) owl "'J'- JO ...,..1 JI.. .tly» (OIl 
u ..,;..:. ... I;,.;,j CJ~~ II~ ",j'- r'r J ""..:.1,;,(; Ai /. t!'" J)! ... 1 ;I ~ 

'J)' .J"i~ ...,..1 -II,.:; ",100.-
. (-) Oriellt. Gefltt:r. p 1761 ; :lUd th~ mlllltlscri .. t Su,\o[ td4(in, ..... hich Id l ~ us that 

~~ ~~ oj J ~~. ~\t. t,;)~\ \til.;. ~ ., ~he al"terillis with which 1heir hous!.'! 
.. ace litillt, CUllIust cblledy III wuod llUli r\!edl:' fhes.e \h.rd. of ODe whu travclltd ill 
I.e tenth century, are UOW, ill the eighteenth, equally applicable. 
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him his favourite brother. several years younger than himself; 
and this boy observed towards the M.'RU' as much respect 
as a sull toward! his father. Notwithstanding my invitation, 
be would not presUlue to .it ulltil authorized by a look of 
permissl(ll1 from the elder. ]n whatever degree of domestick 
familian!!, I hey .nay privately indulge. I hi. delerellce is paId to 
seniority amung Persian brethren before st.rangp.rs and Ker .. 
vant>, My naltdr U"') or lIIorning repast con.prised variou. 
dishes of lHcut and ncf', with fruit and sherbt~t, besiuts some 
excdlelltfish 1'1'0111 the Caspian sea; soon after this breakfast, 
I prepared for iutroduction at court; drew on my chdkshur< 
(),.:;;~), (crimson cloth bools or stockings) and at half ()ast 
cleven) with l\11'llZA' SA 'DEK and an officer sent for the 
purpose of escorting me, I proceeded on honeback to the 
Arg or citadel, where the princc·residcd. "Vc were received 
by HU S EI!ll KHA'N, master of the cercmoflics, in a small 
room; and sat there some tlIinutes in liigh.IJf:1Cked chairs re ... 
semhling those of old.ta::;hionccl.European consll'uction; and 
such (is are I<JUnd if) the allte~chal1lbers or wuiting.roolUs at 
a.1I the royal courts or palacc;$ of J)ersia; here we were treated 
with kaleflll,'i and l'oficc; and then advanced, m~king bows at 
stated dlstances, until we had arrived opposite tile tfilar or 
open-fronteo hall in which the prince was scaled, HUS>:IN 

h.HA''Ii nt'xt prod aimed that Sfr Villa", V .. /i, ul'<idcl' i-ilcl.i
Jng'i~ , "t.he English al~)bassad(). brother was desirous of 
"paVHl(l' homatJe to hi..5 royal hi£!hness the SJuih::ddeh" or .~ t't . • ...,. , 

" oHspring of the king," ,and for this p .... pose had co we from 
:.reln'cill. The prince replied, as usual au ~iUlilar occasions, 
10Ills!tfl1J1ed. "he is welcome:' Ha\·jng heen conducted to 
the hall of audiencc, I seated lUyseif where, by a nod, he 
secmed to direet; for during hvo or three minutes 1I0t one 
word was :spoken; at length he repeated Wle welcgme with 8 

loud voice; txpre.,ed Ihe I'aiu he had sufi' erred on hearing of 
the Alllhas~adur's illlle!"s; made nunieroos inquiries cOllcern
iug the K\IIg of EnglaucJ. whol\l he styled his uncle; tlle num
ber 01 his S{)Il~; 01 hi:, troops anti ships; the size and popu .. 
latioll ot H Lallr)titt'> our great metropolis. The" new world .. " 
Yaugj, .. tluuiu or Anw~ca, was not forgotten. He hl.hlel~ 
that the road. of .M1i.fllderari were so bad, and mentIOned 
the .now and wind of Flru.kM" I to'ok an opportunity of. 
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,declaring that my reception and entertainmellt at his capital 
had completely effaced every recollection offatigne or danger; 
and, alier an interview of about half an hour, I retired with 
the customary ceremonies, and returned to my apartment at 
the Vaz'rI. Prinee MUHU'Ml!D KULI MI'1tZA·(~*' . .u .......... ) 
appeared to \>e in hi. twenty-seventh or twenty-eighTh year, 
and of a .Iender form; his face seemed a little marked by the 
small-pox; and his beard ill length almost cqualled the king'.; 
his manner, which at first might have hp.en reckoned formal 
and cold, after a few minutes relaxed into a pleasing gl'ucious
neas("). Hi. mother is of an illustrious Mdzenderi'l1I; tribc,and 
many persons consider him as possessing strong claims tn the 
future inheritance ufthe crown; he has ten or twelve children, 
one of WhOIll, a boy about eight years old, has lately been 
appointed I(overnor of Asterllbtid (~\>~\). On my first visit, 
the prince'. dress was extremel.y rich, of a dark green c~lou'r; 
he woreba,fe-ballds of jewels on hi. arms; diamonds, pearlS, and 
emeralds decorated his colllrCballd or girdle,and his dagger,and 
were profusely scattered in his lap, and on the carp"t near him. 
liut this display, however bTiliiant, could not much dazzle 
onc who had lately seen the full Illstre of his royal rather on 
the throne. 'fhe same ceremonies were observed here as at 
the other Persian courts. The Vaz'/, stoocl, during the time 
of my audience, at one entl of the room; ne"lf him was a row 
of other ministers, tna~to., !oIeCrclaJ'fcs and ushers; several 
officers of, stale in furred .drcsse'S'rcUlTed outside in ~he open 

, space, bel ore the p ... ce; "lid a lar~ passage leading to It 
was filled with tlf(angchis Of musketeers, sitting on benches. 
I remarked many workmen emplnyed here, in repairing old 
rooms, or constructing new, for the last earthquake (three 
or four years ago) had do~e coo~idcrablc damage to the arg 
and to mOlt of the ether edifices at S(/I';, The principal Diva1l 
Klui1lch (,.;\.:. ",'Y-J) or hall of audience, had sutlcred frOID it; 
and the chamber in which the prince receircJ me belunged 
to his ~ha'tvet (<=.>}>-) or private apartments; it was handsome 
................................................... 

(-) The priut''. was de8cribtd hy 'lome of his courticp, as an adnlinble houeman, 
........ Iell u~ellt:nl a •• poet; of hi. vene, SHERI'F "'-","'N IrlUllcrilJed for me senral 
Plan: whicb furn illh lIo very r"vourable speelluro; tbe I .)elleal surnatne ;u,uru~d b.;, 
tbt ptillc:eiD tbf.e composilioDI is KUUSRAVI (";-J~). 
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and of good size: the ceiling coved and lined entirely with 
looking-glass, in thousand. of small pieces; the walls were 
nearly covered with pictures of gaudy coloun, but mOlt 
inaccurate as to their perspective and proportion~. An im
mense battle-piece was particularly conspicuous; and next, 
the representation of an extraordinary group, expressing the 
power of beauty in a manner highly ridiculous; the princi
pal personage being SH >:1 XH SEN UN (",I.;" ~l, a grey
bearded Musulman, who, though he bad attained the reputa
tion of sanctity, became so fascinated by the charms of a 
fair Christian, that he was induced not only to drink wine 
like an infidel, but to contaminate himself and scandalize 
all true believers l>y eating pork("). 

"'hen it was known that the Vazlr had returned from court 
I hastened to pay him my respects, lit· mentioned that the 
late earthquake had not only injured several, and totally 
destroyed some houses at Sa,'/, but had also killed many of 
the inhal>itants; that it had pervaded a great portion of Md
:enderan, and that at .A '/nut-particularly, its violence had been 
mo.t se,'crcly felt. I expressed Illy apprehensions of haviug 
wearied the prince with too long a vi,it, adding that his all'a
bility and politencs. had caused m .. to fur!(et the lapse of 
time. "I perceived," says the V'lZIr "that during this day's 
"audience, you seemed ,to me h9ce, a. if desirous of going 
"away; but his Roy~baess's looks at the .ame moments, 
"expressed a wish t.,,:-the interv~ew .. hould not terminate 
.. so soon." The cou!'ieof conversation proved that the V <it'r 
was eminently accomplished as a linguist; and from subse
quent information communicated by dill'erent persons, it ap
peared that besides his mother-tongue. he underotood tbe Am
hick; Turkish as spoken in the East and West; t_,Georgian 

............................... , .................. ...... 
( .. ) to this p;'tUtf', tbe ddAllror f' damlfl," approaching tbe IlIIiat, i •• ttended b, 

an iII·lookin« fello,.. habired in sucb clothes '" were worn in Fr.lDce or EnS'lnd .boot. 
an bundr~ year. aco: Ihe~ .be" him 10 be. F"'.1I81ri or E..uopno: and. blllck pia 
whicb he carries und~r 'lis arm 8udicieqdy proUt him, in this couutry. 10 be. Chrittian. 
The Itorl of SHEI.H SIlNA.Af'C i, a favourite lobject amour the Peni ... : ttDd lb. 
pi: lUlU npte.UI, 10 their (0,. perception .. the inllaence u( loft, _ach aore ...... ;.. 
lol, tb.~ ·'.Cupid lamiaaC • Lio.:' lit, the "Oil rt6oed. tDd bea",U.1 aJlepr)' of Mlui4 
Oil bbq",1,.. 
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and Armenian languages; the Mazellderani and other provin
cial dialects. On philology, a lubject at all times most 
interesting to me, our discourse was now insensihly protracted 
to so late an hour that I necessarilYfostponed, until the next 
day, my intended examination 0 those structures which 
Hanway (Vol. I. p. 1192) has described as ancient Fire-Tem
ples. During my "isit at the minister's, his son, M.'azA.' 
SA'DEK, whom he both loved and admired, stood in the open 
court outside the window, but near enough to hear our con
versation; with him was a crowd of servants and towns people, 
from whom he was only distinguished by the rich dress which 
he had worne at the palace; neither on him nor on them, 
did the V6zzr twice condescend to cast his eyes. In the 
evening my room was illuminated as on the night preceding, 
and its floor displayed three or lour large silver trays, on each 
of which were several dishes and bowls with high conical
shaped covers, all likewise of solid silver and of handsome 
workmanship . In these were contained pila,., and chilaw or 
rice under different forms; chickens, pheasants, lamb, ti,h, 
and the usual varieties of'sliil'iui or sweetmeats, besides fruit 
and shcruet. An officer attended by eight or nine .crvants 
had brought this dinner from the palace; it had been prepared 
by.the prince's own cooks, one of whom, as ISMAAIL in ~ 
formed me, had inquired !,f him in the morning, what mcat I 
particularly liked. WI..,. these ciret'unslances were, some 
weeks afterwards, mClltiooed t6 .6 J(¥,. of my aC(luaintancc 
at Teilrfm, hc declared tllat such a~lIur conferred on any 
Persian nobleman must have cost JUm, in sums to be distri
buted among those who brought the dinner, at least one hun-· 
dred guineas 01' tttmdns; on this oecnsioll they had bcer\ COIH
manded not to accept any remuneration for. tbeir trouble. 

Next day. (March the tirst) the prince gave an additional 
proof of his wish to cotr\'pliment the English ambassador in 
my pel'Son, by sending; me alan e~r!y hour a Kile/oat or "dl'eso 
.. of honour, "comprISing a maglllhcent kubba (1,.;\ of gold em~ 
broidery on flowered silk; an ouuide coat with lur; a splen
did camrballd (";"r\') or girdle, of go~ brocade, and a tine 
Cai1l1nerian shawl; tbere was also a v~ry handsome white · 
Turcomani bor.e with Ii sill'er leading-cbaiu.. Ihad originall!. 
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intended to explore, this morning,whatever remains of ancient 
monuments were visible near Sari, aod immediately after 
commence my journey towards Ashrtif; but the prince', va
luable "ift merited something more than thanks expressed to 
the offi':oer who llrought it; and indeed, the usage of Persian 
COUl'ts required that onc who had been honoured with a robe 
of state should present himselt~ clqthed in it, before the illus
trious donor. Accordingly at noon, fully inve.ted with this 
gorgcous dress, and mounted on the white charger, 1 proceeded 
about three quarters of a mile from the city, to a kind of 
summer house, which the prince was building in the middle 
of a very large new garden, SII ERI'F KIIA ' N accompanied 
me, and after ceremonies nearly similar to those obsen'ed on 
my introrluction at the A,'g, I was led up some very steep 
and bad wooden stairs to the room where Mu lIAMMED KULI 
M, 'RZA' 5.t, wrapped in furs, the day being very cold, and 
the cmarct or edifice open to the wind; a large cushion sup
ported his back, aud he was without jewels or any other mark 
of distinction, He had come out to the "ammam or bath, and 
was engaged in superintending the plantation of trees and 
flowers in this new garden, which he had under.taken 10 make 
in hopes of pleasing the kin~; he therefore begg~d that I would 
walk tbrough it, and report to his majestyjtsJlourishing con
dilion; and particularly the forward"ess of some fine orange 
and cypress trees, lately J.ransplanted. I had seated myself 
near Ihe door; after ap.,ll'inUles the prince desired me to 
come nearer, and we .• nversed almost half an hour; he re
grelted lhat my time for seeing the counlry was so limited 
.. wokt tang shud" (...:. ~ w:,..;J)' he ordered SUE'tlF KUA'N 
to attend me wheresoever I might wish to go in Mfue7lder(m. 
He again spoke of America and its mines, and seemed struck 
by the account of the regent of l'ortugal's grand.diamond ; 
he hoped that the king and the ambassador would Come from 
Telt1lm in the course of another year, wben his palace and 
this new garden wight be in a more perfect state. d-Ia"ing 
takc" leave of the princc 1 walked wilh SHE7tIF KHA ' N and 
?h'RZA' SA'D£K through most parls of the garden,"); and, _ ............... " ................................... . 

(-) It ¥rol' ~qll.lIy diyilkd at right angle. by ... " fJ'inc~1 will .... 811r1 at tl\e point 
w1kre they croned uch otbcr •• tood tbe IUllllmet·boaa.e, or nUTeI (~J\,w.), i.a which 
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returned to my 'TUln.el (J)..) or lodging at half past one; 
then gladly divested myself of the cumbrous finery, gold bro
cade, furs and shawls; and still more gladly, of the kqj'8/. 
(~) or loose slippers with wooden heels two inches high, in 
whieh I had contrived, not without much pain and difficulty, 
to walk above a mile in the prince's gardens. The day was 
now gloomy, and rain began to fall. Fahrenheit's Thermo
meter stood at 53 in the room not warmed by a fire . 

. I then rode Ollt to visit those monument. which Hanway 
dignified with the title of Fire-temples; but some, as my guide 
declared, had been destroyed by the late earthquake, and 
considerable heaps of ruins seemed to confirm his report; 
these heaps, however, were merely masses of brick masonry, 
and there is reason to believe not very ancient, for oncgumhcd 
yet remaining entire, and apparently corresponding in length 
and form to those descrihed by Hanway, i. evidel'ltl.v a 
bllilding of Muhammedan ages, and exhibits in very dis
tinct characters an Arabick inscription which the hcavy rain 
prevented me from copying. This and the rl'mains of sim
ilar structures, though probably not exceeding fi\'e, six or 
sc\'cn centuries in antiquity, bear the names of FERIDU'N 

SALM, 'l'U'R and other illustrious personages whose celebrity 
\\'35 established ncar two thousand years before. One person 
melltioned the" Tumb '!l'Calls," anqaffccted to suppose that it 
contuined the ashes of that monw~h-~ Cui, whom our write" 
call Darius the Mede. as we learn 'fl'01W -Sir William Junes. 
It must be acknowledged that according to FIRD.tUs,'. 
hi.,tori,,"' poem, CAlc. us im'aded lIIdzcnder{lII, and was de
tained there as a captive by the inhabitants; hut the same 
................................................... 
the prinre sat. On the ri~ht and left of this bllildinc the mllin walk iWlIinaled in 
1'I 111all nn6,.et. or lod~es for gllrdeuers and labourt'U. The walk which illlehl'f:ted 
tbis, cfOUlmt'nced at the enlnmce, u~deran nmird, serving 8 •• guartl houle for twent, 
or thirt,-olditu; al)d at it. oppo!itt' c:sttt'mily Willi. lunD: C.;.."..) or reservoir of 

.. ater, '0 ('on~iddilble thllt lome affected to call it the dlJ"iuclcfla (~~.r) 0' lake. 
Adjoiuing tbi, I laW the hetb, _bicb lome servltob bad just hellled for tbe prince; 
tli!"!)' were tbell engaged ill prt'parjng hi! ,.dAet ; A •• .a", (rl.... ~J) Or H batJlin: 
clothe.... . 
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authority informs us that haxing been liberated through the 
bravery of his general RUSTAM, he returned to the south. 
which it due. not appear that he again qlliucd("); Bnd this 
tomb was probably erected ill honour of CA 'u's, (C,(VU'S or 
C.l·m" s, as the name is sometimes written) one of those 
princes or chiefs noticed in the history of Mdtendmill as 
having flourished during the fourth century of the Muham
medan, or the tenth of our era. To whomsoever it apper
tained, the monument has been lon~ since ruined. Yet this 
place might contain some vestiges 01 antiquity highly remote; 
as we are justified in believing by a passage ofthe ShfJh"umt'., 
(.,;/. <.Jj~ \; 1;)1.:. Jr)!), according to which, AFRASIA'B having 
selzcd the nobles of Iran or Persia sent them as prisoners to 
Sd"I; this event may be dated almost seven hundred years 
before the Christian era. during the reign of NAUDA"; but 
we also lind an earlier mention of Sari in the same work; and 
subsequent rarts of that celebrated poem rec,?rd its name live 
different times. That Stirl was numerously peopled. abound
ed with provisions, and exceeded Ca:vi" in size, during the 
tenth century, we learn from EDN HA U KA L (1'. 179) with whose 
account, as IIsual, the MS. Sur at beldalt agt'ees; adding that 
"Ithough A'mul was thcn the principal city of Tabri.tdll • .. yet 
"in former ages those who governed Lbe province resided at 
U Sl"'ieh"("Il). 

I1AMDALLAll briefly, d~ribes "Sari, belonging to the 
.. fourth climate. and 8itu'lle in long. (from the Fortunate 
•• Island8) 88·0, and in lat. (from the Equinoctial line) :H-O." 
It is, he adds, a considerable city and the capital of Mazen
derail. It. air i. unwholesome; its pruducts are rice, silk, 
grapes, and corn in great abundance(") . 
......................... ~ ........................ . 

(-) According to tb~ MS. 1ft_l.el at Tu6riU. " C4t C,,'v 'ldied at In.kAr or Per
.. ,('poli" .nd " •• tbelt ilJltrreJ iu tilt It'pulcbrt: or bi_ rather:' 

.»~I,; V ~ I;)IJ;i-! ~I.> o:;.J.; I:I;~ )1j/!w ~ \I"'~ 

,.;~)! ..r .};...> ,JI- "''''~ yl r~ ('I.'» r~l.;" 1..1 (") 
r ) "".r '. t:-& <.:.>I..!\,;. .l-1r.;1 ..;.Jj. 0.=-.1 rj~ ~I ;I <.Jj .... (-) 

.1::-j \y-\. (.lS. Nudull at C.I(,., cb. uiii). the Per ... wriler bere q,~ltcl, 
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The MS. Haft ok/im declares "that language is inadequate 
"to the praises of S6rl. The gales of Paradise delive sweet
" ness from its air, and the flowers of Eden their frllgrllnce from 
"its soil. It was founded by SA'JlU'IEU, the son of DA'BU'
" IE H, son of GA w Ph'RElI, lIod from ancient times until the 
" preseot day hIlS always contioued to flourish; and on one 
"side of this city is a most delightful plain or meadow, ex
"tending Ilearly two miles"("), But we must not ascribe to 
SA'au'I'EII, mentioned in this extract, mnre than the aug
mentation, embellishment, or reparation of Sari; for it ap
pears from the Tarik" Jelll'" Ar" that he flourished in the 
first century of the Htjra, or during the seventh of Olll' era. 
According to -t1W8 manuscript, SA 'R'UlEn, the SOIl of ]<'1.,,1<
HA 'N, succeeded his brother in the chief government; hi. 
uncle, after whose name he was called, built the city of Sari("·). 
Now we can scarcely suppose that l ' IRD..\USI, who Ii,-cd 
within three centuries of this prince's time, could have ""cell 
jgn~rantof Sar"s modern origin, or guiJty of an anachronism 
by 'ntroduein/( its name (as in a line above quoted) into the 
history of kings who had feigned thirteen, fourteen, or fifteen 
hundred yea .. before the city exi.ted, These difficul\ic8 may 
perhaps be reconciled by a reference to the MS. 'j'cirik!" or 
J>articular history of ~briltdn, which int()rms us that "Tu's, 
.. the son of N ~UDAR, and g~neral of the Persian armies laid 
" the foundation of Sari, in that place which even at this day 
.. -._ ...... __ ....................... -...... --.... -
accortts. ju tbe iongitulle .mllalilude of S" .it+, NtJ";r add •• Ttui. and Ui-c" Bd~. 
wbose IlIhles art: prillrfdamong the Minor Work s ofGtography, published by Hudsoll, 
Vol. III. I} ' tOO, aDd laB. But the MS. Takw,. of SA'DU;: ISFARA'NI, pla(.'es Sari in 

lonaitdde M-) (8'1 · '~}, llititude J-; (36-80). 

" -~-.......I -i;I.} -.w, jI ","j,$ ..;;1.. (") 
....,~IJ" ",I) ""t'; ~~ 

";"..y, """') ",I J' ~ JI' 
...... Ii Jr \; r.-";; ",I..j J' ~ ....... I .)~~ CJ! ,,!y'I~ "" "IJ;1.. ~I JI ..;;\.. ~ 
JM ~"'I ..,..,.; ........ 1 )Yr ;.:. -...i} ~;! J wi .. 1;..;),...... ...... y ~ ",;I~~I 
MS. H./, .ilkl .... Fourth CJilDllle. ...,-..1- ~~Iti yJ 

;t!- 0.:.-,1 r'-'! <JJ ~ V- M;~ "'-"1-)0';. jI\>-! o:J ... ,; CJ! ,,!lJl.. (>0) 
Cb.pIe' .fth. 5o, ... i"""f 'llI1riIIba, R..t....ur IUd ,~,h.i..-fno, ....... 4 'N)" 
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" 'is .(vled Tu..6n"("). Having after some lines. ment.ioned 
the Kasr·j·Mleid (~ .roi), a villa or palace, and other ('d,ficc. 
constructed by Tu'., the historian adds" and the remai". of 
" the.e ure yet visible in the tumular heaps called J,UlnNl
"dun"!''') . Thcse passages reter to the'seventh century betore 
Christ. The author immediately proececis thus: "and res
I( peeting this place now denominated Sd,.[. The kiug of 
" TabristulI(S3), FAD K}] A'1' the great, of whom an account 
"shall be hereafter given, commanded Jh 'v or BA'VER. a 
"distinguished personage of his court, to erect a city where 
"the village of Altha slands; the ground ' being there e1e
(( \'ated, the springs of Whler numerous, anti. the situation 
" pleasant.' But the people of Au"er, by m~ans of n bribe, 
.. induced BA'VER to build near that place; nnd he erected 
"the city on that spot where now is Sa,.;; when it was com
" plcte, the !overeign came to examine ill what manner the 
.. cit)' had been built; and having discovered the fraud of 
.................................................... 

":"'-f+... ",~ ..... })I " . .;~ ",I ..,")~ (") 

('1) Th~ So"~r('i~I" of'fabridhn wier¥. fllrDtt'rl,. 51),letl l~pl1_d; and 1hi, lille liKe 
tIl e Lltl;!) IlftJHf"lItor. UCltll defiud from miliuuy power; for tbe dictioolry Burjw,. 
l'i."nlttJ tlml t'J.ph'ins it- ~ 

r> }"; ~ ~ , ",t;...;k ...l}-o t,..,-.&' "'--' ....... ' """I .. h t'~ ,,*,~I 
~I , ..,.-t:., ",,10.> ~ O! ~ ...:.l j.:J .:,,' .... , )~r-" o:;...~1 ..... 1 

........ 1 ~I "" ...... r ,.:,1 .:;.i5 r> ~I .,A ~, ,~y. j.:J , ... ~ 
•• "p(JUl1d havin( the "eeent jaUtll on b. is It title tlltrlicullrly ginn 10 the Idogs 01 
.. TlJbri,ta.; alld it a'so i, used ill the ,en.e uf Kntffl1/. tbe ~ief or commander of an 
.. airilY. for tad ~ignifie.Jord, malter, or poue.lOr, and .... or itp*A, an army; tile 
•• word is .omelimel ex.preuelt .ilb the vowel Iccent dl1"....' on Ih~ ,) ()tul): lIod aco 
e< cordiag to the Anbick IDllllner.1'.1tJ1t6(ld:' The .. ittorillo TABIlI ... Iatiog nrioUI 
trllnsaction. which occurr.d in the ,ur 22 (612 of our era). mentions tbe ItpaAlHlh of 
TI1M-ida .. , who were aU, be ny,. from GUd,.; ud adds--

",1"",...1..,..,...1 1;,1, ~y. ... ~ ) "'~} ,I r~ J'hJ .;->r ~y. .;;'" \i~1 J ' 

":"'.J .f.'.... .; H. ...... J ~ J! j! ":'I:-I, .:, o)'! ,I ",I.. ~ ..... "'~ I J .;"'':' \JO-
"'~ ",I.. jl ~ '1:- IS ~ " 

.. And tbey had a certain chief, a very puwerful man named FGrk.46i. aDd be "T.lt 
•• Gila,.. aad eotitle6 tbe I.,DUlUllt!'4U .. dAfIt or chief of tbe cbif.:f •• (like "JCiDc of 
.. Kings,") and they ~e~ .It u"der hit control; .Dd tbe word 1",.AW. npreqe. in 
.. tb(' P6.rri'PflA'(l~i languav. _ leader of hOOp', tbat i., one wlao COQduct, anllrmy 
~"fJom place to plact'o" Tbis old tiUe i. alto {oUlld in. tbe SAIl ...... of FI.DAoUSt. , 
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.. BA'V, he imprisoned him and afterwards caused him104te 

.. hanged on the A'mul road, at the village of B.l·VER:JEM'A'. 
u or HA'VER-A'VJ'JA'N, as it was named from this circum
"stance; and the money which had been. received as a bribe, 
"FARKHA'N expended in building a village, which when 
"finished he called Dlllur-Kajs/tin; the village continues 
.. inhabited and the name exists at this day"("). A confu
sion of locality, arising probably from some graphical mis
take, renders the text a little obscure respecting the exact 
situation of Suri; and FARKHA'N is here described as its 
founder, whilst the works above quoted, assign its OTi?:in to 
his son SA'RU'IEH. But this difference cannot much affect 
the antiquity of Stirl; the lather and. son may have united in 
building it. 'fhe name however, (generally written in old 
manuscripts Sarfelt) seems derived frolll S6ruiel.. By whom
soever this city was built, its Maved iamaa or principal ~los
'Iue, is said to have been the lirst edifice that the Muhantme
dans erected in TfIbri,/all(1') 

Among the ancient t1t>numcnts for which I enquired 
without success, was tile" Tomb rtf Suhrab;" this, ac('.ording 
to FIRDAUSJ, might b~ought in a n-:ry distant province: 
but we learn from t1","'S. aiPv.e quoted that it was actu
ally situate at .. ,.i; fOl: ltUSTAM having at Belikesh (~) 
in the territory of Blliull ("'~lJ)' slain the young hero Su'
III1A ' 1I (or SURKlIA' n) not k.iowing until too late that he 
was his own son, ca,used the body to be removed from the 
",~,,, ....•......•.... ,,,,,,,.,, ......•. ,, .•..•. -,,,,, 
.~./. ";j~ .( ~j! "''.::).........l ...... "'.1 .......... t.. ""I .: ~~I J (") 

~ -=-~I';>JI "I.~.s ~l" ~r'; ~y. .11> .1":")1': ~,~ ,~y. ",ll...r.k .l.:.~I~ 
r~~ J "''4~ ...... ; J y\ "'~ "')~ J ~r ",I "'~ y!,> ....;~~~ 
~""" ...... ~\ y) .... j'r' .s ~.\ J ~j ""! ",I "'>;~.i-'! \; ",ol~ ""~.1 ..,,4 1'.,1 
",;..,j ""~ .s ",;t ~ ..,u,., I; .... \;.1 .\:, w:. (I.; ",,) .. -,",I "'~ , ~l.,; 
~J\;.I ~I ",4-Jil "I.-,/.)..I,;>.}o>. J ~r'; V"y.- oj .......... J~ .s ....:. rp,. 
J ",;,(;1 o\i-Y <,rlJ ""~.1 » ",I jI J ",o'~ ...,...,... <:tjl ",4')' ..,,~.J <:tl r\; 
);.;1 rli ~) ",1...1"- "I.~ ~ """,I.. <:tIl; ~\ti rli "'~ .11.\!. ~ rl.; ",Je-

(") "'--'I..;) .... ~ ""!"'" "'~r'; ,.,._1 J.-I .s". ;)iA,; J,I) MS. T."U 
i Td,..,ta", whicb date. the (OnttfUctioa of thi. MOlque I :, tbe year (of lilt Hejnb) 
140, (of our ,.,a 7b1'). 
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scene of f.1tal comhnt; "Bnel took tl,e c ollin, Ihat it ll1i ,~ht be 
"conveyed to Zlit't:ii""ltiu , as Hif un t.he way as Sit,.;,: l!Jt;n" at 
"the spot caHt::l~ ~ ... ~mer~.dtlill, on \V,hidJ stood the KIMr·i~ 'lYt& 
"01' " Palace ot 1 v s," the son ot N A U DA R. he deposited 
"the body, intt~nding whell the weather should become ICis 
"warm, to carry it away; but (an ac.cide llt hindering the ac
"complishmcnt o f' this design) he hilllself did n" t happen to 
U return; and it i~ said that the tUInular h('t1p of(.'arth opposite 
"Tits's ViLla 01' Palace, coutains the grave OJ Su l1RA 'U "(,6). 

Respecting the propriety with which a classical dCllomina
tion has becll bestowed on this city, I uo not hesitate to 
3eknowlcdgc some douuts, since so iug-en iulls a ,C!cographer 
as ,M. Barbie uu llocage bas nut been able to salisfv himsel f . 
on that sll~iect(") . Yet J)', \nvill e (Geogr. Anc ,f thought 
that in the lIIodel'lI Sari SOlIle vestiges might be discovereu of 
Zadl'li~Ct1l'ta, the name, according to AI'I'i~n, ofthc HYI'cunian 
capital in Alexander's timc("'); and D e la Rochette's bea u
tiful map(""), is in this instance conformable to the opinion 
of D'Anville, l'rom manuseripl., cited in the precedin" 
pages, some inferences may be drawn to support the ant~ 
'1uity of'S.,.; or Sa riel.; but if we cou~d ascertain that this city 
had heen calleu after SA ' RU ' It;H in ,:the sc,'cnth century of 
our era, (which as 1 ha"e hinleu, i. not illlpoosible), then thc 
tl eri\'fltiotl of its name from Z(ldra~carta must be annulled, 
all" its identity with the ancient metropoli. ofHyrcania other
wise proved. Both for and against this point, 1 ,hall eall
didly slate some flrgumC:1ts iu another place, observing 
here, that Pietro dclla Valle, who descri bes this city as large 
._ ................................................. . 
ri V'Y> ~ ~ 4'\ ~,; o.i;'-I ",r. 0';' Jh " J$ '"'-"J J! ..pi" (") 
J\i;\ .r -'.r.S,;. 0":' ;.os I,.. ..:.J,;'r \:; ",.,,) ";;IF' 101'.,," or) c ",,--,I 

....... ~~ ~\ ;,3 ~I ~ V'i- .rU ;II J! ,;" ..r,;J c .:....; J,f' .~ 
(ni See the Of AnalYle dt: la Carte del Marches d de I'Etnpire d'Aluandr~ Ie Onnd • 

.. par M. Bl1rbi~ du Bouge,-' anltex~d to the .. Examen Critique del Hiltorh:ul d'Alu

.. andrei" of Barolo c!e 9te. Croix, ~ond edition, p. 819, Para., 1804. 

(n) Zo!pCr..:apTG. or Zt"~~G,ra, "bic.'b Aniaa It,ltt T~'" p.y'''"' .... o~l .. r."Y pc •• l ••• 
De Ellped. AJex. Lib. Ill. Edit. GroDuvu, Lu,d. Ba1.. "Uo6, pp. 138 aDd Uti. 

, 
(,-) India Veteri_, &c. nec:aOQ Aleuadri laDen, &0. Ap\ld Faden. Lood.l'W7. 
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and populous in his time (1618), invariably writes the name 
Sur ... ; and as this word, says he, "signifies yellow, the place 
.. has perhaps been so denominated from the oranges and 
"othcr sorts of fruits, abounding there"("'). .For this I know 
not his authority; but if we suppose that the ancient flame 
related to yel/o,,', an etymologist might derive it from a Per
sian word, which, by merely reading dr for I'd (8 transposition 
of letters very frequent) he could reconcile sufficiently to the 
Zadra (carta) of Arrian("). 

Concerning the actual state of Sari I must observe that 
though populous in proportion to its size, it does not covel' 
much ground, nor did the number of la rge and handsome 
houses comprised within it, cxceed probably tenor twelve; and 
ofthcse ",allY had sutlered considerably from the earthquake 
Ihrce or lour years ago: the hazar seemed crowded with peo
ple and amply stockcu wilh provisions ; but the street« were 
beyond all acscriplion dirty; and even those leading from 
the Vaz,r', to the Prince's palace so badly pa"eu, thal it was 
extremely ditlieu!l to guide a horse with safety over the large 
loose stones Hnd bctwecn the deep holes filled wilh walel' and 
Illth, which "rrested his progress at every third step. The 
time of tHy visit was not the season when those "gales uf 
J)"""dise," menlioo)eu in the H~fi Aklim, breathed gentl'y 
here: 1 rellIark ed that every night du ring my residence at 
~tiri, a violent wjuu began to blow about nine or ten o'clock, .-... ~ .......... -................................. . 

('0) .. Sa ru che e UI1 luog .. ,:::r.mtle e j.1opolato.-Si cbiaRltl queJlo 1110gB Slln, che sig
" uitil-a giallo, fi.rse pt'r "lIohboI1Uau7.a, che ,-j e, df':;li Arauci c ,I'ogni ahra SOfie di 
"fruUi." Lt!Uera IV. d", fcrhabnd ,l\hg. 1613.-Viaggi, &:c. p.232, VCh. J66J. 

,") Cot'tts or Kala (Iohened into Gard) is the laeal adjunct, e"f'rtuing a cily. plue. 
or h14bitlltiOQ, AS may be demonstrdted in a hUDdred instanc": TigrQJI().iterto. D.r5.~ 
Kt"'d,llI£' resideoce ofTignllleJil. Darius, l.'(,·c . (See Vol. II, p. 31?). Added to ."1/ or ::n'd 
(~j) thiswould form Zord carta, the "yeSolow city," and io cotl1"trsation Ztlrd. cartll, 
we bllve,~lrt'"ady found towm a.d vilhtgC's callt'd from cololln, greC'lI. IJlue, &c ... Say;. 
elf,., KeiW.fi IJ"mlnd, &c. The Gr~k InIDlcrjhen of ArnlUl" work, nol anachilJ, (most 
prulJtl.bly) any meaning to the worda, placed d bcfort r aDd \¥'Ol;~ ZadrlJCllrlG in one 
pasl4lge. while in tbe Ut'xt they rende, il Zeudr4-carta: in thi, uOleltlt>d ~t8te (It Ihe 
orthogrolJ)hy, it i~ ~Ilowtlble 10 susj)t'ct 8uulher error ~ dnd .Zardo cofta lOay perhel" 
hllvl' been the (.Ir''Ilolil name. E"j'ry reader of c1aSlw:al Illstory lind geograpby_iII 
recoU('cl ntUlJetllU8 tl8mpln of leltera Inlospoted 1lJIId ~onfournkd by the Greek co
pyi8t! in tran.eribing bubatlfUI or foreign namea, .. PlJs";'~'lIf'd~, P • ..,GrM, Ptrp 

,.r"rd, PIIUGr,ode,&c. (See Vul.lI. p. a18)~ 
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loudly shaking th~ windows of my chamber, and rust.ling 
among the orang" trees that grew bcfllTe it. In the morn
ings also, there were strong gusts, but of short continuance, 
and rain tell abundantly both night and day. 

The' broad accent was here very striking ill words where 
the letter a comes before 11, such as nan ",\; (uread), which 
amolJg the southern l)crsians had always been pronounced 
like our English noolJ; improperly, wilhout doubt, but to their 
ears, and 11l1\Jst acknowledge to mine, vcry elegantly. The 
T(liJri or M6zellderlmi dia1ect was, of ('ourse, must generally 
used by the inhabitants; nUlIlY of them, however, seemed ac
quainted equally with Pcrsian and Turkish. 

Early on the second day of March, preparing to contillue 
my journey, 1 received from AilRZA' REZA' the Va:ir, a 
brOil'" ytiM (J!~) or excellent hackney of the Turkish breed ; 
lie was, ~aid the person who brought him, not sufficiently 
valuable to . be regardt'd as constituting a Jli.,hka~h or present; 
but bettcr suited to the had roads ofthi. prm·jnce than hmses 
brought I,mn lspnhlm or Shira: . Thus from the fi rst /noment 
of my arrival at Sdri until Illy departure, incessant proofs of 
kindness and nllcntion evinced the respect in which our em
haS'y was held hy the Prince and his Vadr. At half past 
('ight o'clock ha\,jn~ taken leave of this hospitable minister, 
1 set out from his mansion; our party being augmented by 
,\lUHAMM £ D SUER]" KHA 'N and his scrvantst") . We rode 
through a considerable part of the city; and at length passed 
.~ .............................................. ... 

(01) Amon~ the servants or MUI:{A~INfW SltEUl', KHA'N was 'iJ jifuJllr or JZtOom 
Telllurkabit for g1'f'at'swet'tness of voict', whirl! he aometiml. t'-crted with such eKect 
'hat bis melancholy long. moved almo.t 10 !"'trs 'tvual of my coDl • .anions, eVen thOle 
wboN' rou~h aspect indicated tbe leut &en.i",lit y; slid lit the clote of any cadence 
uDu9uaUy palbelick.lliey espressed their applau&«:.exchlillling i'd! hAl or IOdI wahl 
tIl ",hM:h .ome added fhe Arabick iDt~tjt'Ctioli IIiit'd lI1'd' I.t '1-,.,_,,-"-1\ ~t, 
all etJuivalut to gOOt.ll admintblel e.udJeotl llicbllrdiOlI'. d ictionary (,\ least tb~ 
tint ,.difion) inform. u. thai wt\ '" signifies (in Antbiclt) .. ah! uhu I Ot (will) grief. 
BadnelS;" Lui du~ Dlanulocript Fllrluzng' uplliu il lU tl Pcniau word used 10 .. pr:r.~ 
ai~probatiou aod praiw; J.i;~ ~ J..., J) J$ ~\ MlS (JdnKirij 
~S ~.; ~~ (BtrAti .. Atded). Wd.J thull .ppe.u " • di,tioct ,,"ord. 
althougb from. tht' frequent cbauge of i' iDtO au (or "),,it mllht be IOppoJed the ... c . 
wi,b bsh or beA "! good, nCtUenl. 
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B gate where fifteen or sixteen musketeers were stationed as a 
guard. Near this, I endtavoured to sketch that tall gulllb<:d 
with 8 p(,intcd stecplc, and to copy the Arabick inscription 
before mentioned; but the rain obliterated each letter as I 
traccd it; and wc prq\!eeded hya marshy road about one 
mile and a half, whel) ':'I'e rode over the J'ul-i-ab-i-Ttjirt 
(~ ..... 1 ~). a very handsol1le, strong and spacious bridge, 
erected by the present king; as one, built in the time of 
SHA'U AnBA's, bad been destroyed by the river Tejill, or 
rather T~ji1l''', bere exceedingly wide and rapidtl3). Of the 
old bridge, somc rcmains ncar the new were still visible. At 
ten miles we halted a lew minutes on the road-side; and here, 
during a conversation with diflerent peasants, I contrived to 
delincate the head of one, at the sallie time representing the 
manner in which many carry the taLr V;) or axe lor cutting 
wood, and the lornl of this instrumcut. It is headed with 
iron, t.he wooden handle heing generally ahont three I""rlong. 
lJere I may take an opportunity of remarking that throughout 
most parts of this pruvince, nearly all the mCIl, sc\'ernl women, 
alld c.-ell little ebi 1<1 ren carried tabrs of this k illd, either i II their 
hands, ljkc w8Ikillg~stjcks, or resting by the curve on their 
shoulders, as ill l\liseell. I'!. fig. 26. About thirteen miles 
from. Sllli the cessa\loll of rain enabled nlC to sketch a little 
t"pelt (w) or mount, ou.:~ summit of which was a large rude 
flat stoile c"lIet! Tukht-i-Rllstam, the "Throne or Scat of 
h RUSTAl\1;" for here, as tradition relates, that illustriolls W"lf

rior alighted one rool'lIing and snatched a hasty brcaJd~l~t, ill 
his pursui t of t he D I 'V-I-S F. P "1>, or" IV hite Giant;" the liJrcst 
intbe back groulld IlIkrccpted a prospect oftheCaspiall sea; 
this .tOIlC "as on the left of our road, (1'1. LXIX). At lour 
tarsangs, or betwefHl fourteen allu fifteen Juiles, we wellt over 
the P"l-i·«b·i-Neka, a high bridge., crossing the deep. rapid • . 
aud muddy river Neka; this bridge is said to be cCI'Jally dis
tant from SaTi and from Ashraf (";~~I), which was to be our 
man:elofor the night. When we had arrived within live miles . 
................................................... 

(4') RU; TeJ. ~j "» or.J".) 4J~ Ttjirult f"I'd"U I find it in a mllnu!cript of 
good lilutborit)'. tlle ~"ikh A,d.,. A'rlit; rlild IlS Pietro detlll Valle miteli th~ !laQle . 
wbid~ he l1li)" liguifin the" mU'"tIn" ;"-" Chialllilno jj Ji:' lDt TtggiM rtul .cbe vlM)l, 
.tdir ,Vclofi:t Fiume." Lellerll4, dlt FerWt.b¥d, 1610 .. , . 
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of tl.is place, a smoll party of men on horseback met u.; and 
half a mile after, an islikbdl of about fifty; we rode togcthr.r 
durin!; an bOllI', and 1 then made a view of the small palace 
or villa of S~fi-til}(itl (.~\ ../-:') which is p~rched on a very lony 
hill, and ornamcnted Wllh cypress &rees. It was built by 
SIIA' H AnuAs, and imprOl'ed or enlarged by SIIA'H SE"I, 
whose name it still bears; and, having Hillen to decay, many 
workmen are now employed in repairing it (Sec PI. LXXI). 
Near this, about eighty fClot-soldiers, clothed without any 
regard of uniformity, and having musket~ of various sizes, 
joillcd OUl' party and attended 115 fIll' half a mile over grollnd 
which, thf'y said, had o~\ce heen covered with the hiHlsl's of 
A"lm!!'; the first destruction of these they imputed to N A ' 01 " 

SUA'I{; ancl what he had spared, the latcearth'luake rl1lllcd. 
'j'hcsc t\\"o SCO\1 rgl's were, nllq ueslionahl y, d readfl.ll; yet 1118ve 
reason to SIISPt.'ct that the accuunts ofru\"ages effected by the 
eartli<]uaJ\(~, hare heen, in some instances, much exaggerated. 
It was now six o'dock, and the evening almost dark; we 
passed through the Biaar; this ano the adjacent hOllses (not 
,-ery numerous), seemed to be slight wooden structures, eo
vered with reeds and rice straw. \\'e were admitted into the 
1'oyal garden, a spacions extent of ground, exhihiting mall.v 
noble cypresses, allli othcr trees of considerable ·sizc ami 
beauty, Our borses climbed upibme sloping terraces of 
brick five or six feet. high, over these' u fine ldream of water 
descended from the chllsftmeh or fi.Jllutnin, and intermediate 
reservoirs near the palace, where at length we alighted, ath'r 
a journey of about thirty miles; tluring which we had, at dif
ferent times, seen the Caspian sea on our left , distant three 
or four farsangs. 1 was conducted to a gon" room, and 
learned from all intelligent old ked khlldti 'or householder, that 
A$hl'a.l~ a to\ ... Il, whi<.:h in Sir Thomas Herhf'rt's time was 
peopled, as he conjectured, by two thon ... and f~lInilies, had 
gradually been reduced to the condition of u mean tick or 
village. SH A'H ABIIA's'S palace, descrihed by that i'''genious 
travellel' (in 1627) as "pretty large alld bnt newly filll,hl..J," 
had been hur,ll accidentally; and the prcscllt edifice wa. 
erected by NA ·DII!'SIIA·U, It he"rs, like otuer1'oy'al habi
tatiuns in Persia, the lIame of Cltelll·slIl(m ("', ..... p,') or the 
.. Forty COIUIIIIIS," although not cOllljll'isiug "all that IIUUl-
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ber. Its plan, like the style of its architecture, seemed very 
5irnple; a roofsupported merely on two rows of wooden pil
lars Rerved to connect the wings, if so may be styled those 
brick buildings at each end, containing a few chambers. On 
the third of March, ~"n after sunrise, I sketched the ap
pearance of this moclern .palace Bnd the wooded hills behind 
It (as in Plate LXXI); and then walked thfl;lUgh all the ad
jacent grounds, attended · hy the venerable bUgMdll (",1,.04) or 
gardener, a tall old lIlan whose beard was white as snow; 
he had offered me for a l'isltkash, some small red roses, the 
first of this year, and related many circumstances relative to 
the palace, and several extraordinary anecdotes of N A'D1R 

SHA'H, whom he (when a boy or child, for the t'yrant was 
".sassinated in 1747) had seen here, and still perfectly remem
hered. It now appeared th"t these gardens comprehended, 
at intervals of several hundred yards, some magnificent struc
tures, each of which might even now, if repaired, be ~onsi
dered as a palace; but wilh the emf/ret or edifice destroyed by 
lire, originally the chief of all, lIIust have constituted a resi
dence of truly oriental and imperial splendour. But through 
neglect rather than time these memorials of SIIA'II AnnA 's's 
glor'y are lJIolllderillg to decay. That they were f(JUJuJca 111 
the Muhamlllcdall year 1021 (of our era IGI2) we learn from 
a (,hapter in the MS. 7;fltikh AulumA'rdi; an historical work 
composed nearly at the same tnne; thIS account, however 
fl"wery, affords litll" more than the date, alld the praises 
usually bestowed by the author on all his royal master's UII

tlcrtakings. It mentions in general terms the" baths, man
u sions and i(ila:rs;" and the furmation of "orchard!S aud 
.. , gardells resembling Eden. and comprising those various 
.. edifices and rcservoi rs of perfect bea IIty, filled with pleasant 
.. and salubrious water, in!!eniollsly conveyed trom the lofty 
u l1loUlhain arijoinillg into those haw: or cisterns wiJich are like 
" the celestial tountain of Ca,,,sur("); and those bowers that 

• ......................... ~ ........................ . 
(4t) Or •• Ibe .ttrabiens pronoullce it CawtMr. This h 11; river in Muhammed'! , 

P"rarliae; .. '1¥«ler than houty, wbiter thao milk, eooler tllan anow, anel .moOlher 
., thUD 4'",a. i ira blok.1Ite of chry.olites, and the vesvll to drink Ihereout of slifer: 
tI ancl thUle wbo drillk of it ab.lIlltvtf tbint." See U S./~'f. KorGlf," Dote OD chapter. 
CV.tlt . ... titl.d AI·C ... IAar. 


