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« might ornament the paradisaical garden of Irem”(*). We
then read in plainer language that this place having become
a favourite habitation of the monarch, “was now exalted from
« its original insignificance to the rank of a considerable town
«or city”(*). Yet four years after this account was written,
Pietro della Valle described Ashraf as “an open tract whereon
«« Jittle had then been erected besidcs the king’s palace at that
« time not complete; with its gardens and one street forming
““a bdzdr, and maeny houses irregularly scattered in the midst
“ of trees;” and according to a former passage of the Italian
traveller's letter, “Sua’n Apsa’s had begun to build at Ashraf
“ another new city”(*). Sir Thomas l%erbert 1 1627 (nine
years after Della Valle’s time) speaks of the palace as recently
finished : *‘it is large, says he, and looks into very pleasant
« gardens ; albeit, the building itself be not very regular, but
“ rather confusedly divides itself into four mokols or banquet-
¢ ting houses, which be gorgeously painted.” He then adds
an opinion, totally dificrent from mine, jhat “were these
““united they might better delight the eye. (Trav. p. 183,
edit. of 1065). My ancient guide first led me to the Emdret-
1-Chashmeh (saate- 3 uc) or  Edifice of the Fountain;” whence
astreamn of admirable water flows in successive falls along the
half-ruined walks, shaded with lofty trees, and once bordered
with innumerable flowers. Of this.emdret 1 hastily made a
sketch (Pl. LXXI), and then examined it, ascending to the
third story through many spacious apartments, formerly or-
namented with gilding, Arabesque devices, richly-carved
wood-work, and mirrors, of which numerous fragments still
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() Irem or Arem, a magnificent palace with delightful gardens, mentioned in the
Koml,] (chapter [.XXXIX). [ shall hereaficr have occasion to notice it more par-
ticularly.

;.;;\)Ls.c}y Mﬁm uﬁ‘ t;.-u'u- u;b" J 3 c.::\.‘.’t_:,——ﬂb‘_, &JU’,‘U 3 rl&an- (45)
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(*) “E luogo aperto, cominciato adesso a fabricare, che infin’ hora non vi & altro
“‘che la Casa Reale, non ancor fornita, con i suoi giardini; & una strada in Bazar con
* molte e molte aitre case, spafse senza ordine qua e 13 per mezo a gli alberi.”—* Sus

“ Muesta ha cominciato a fabricare un’altra nuova citta.” Viaggi, &c. Lettara 4 da
Ferhabad, Tom. I. p. 248, 286, Ven. 1601. '
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remained in several ¢4k hehs (e£78) “niches,” or recesses. . The
walls of some chambers had been cmnpletely painted, and
in three or four compartments 1 traced the vestiges of an
European pencil. Diana with nymphs at a fountain; near
her a large urn, and dogs; and some poraraits, almost of the
natural size. But from the adusssion of damp air, (all doors
and windows having been broken or removed)-and trom the
smoke of fires kindled on the floors of those sumptuons rooms,
both the outlines and colours had suffered so considerably that
it was difficult to ascerfain the subjects designed. "Those
injuries also extended to some pictures of the best Persian
school; in which had been delineated, (for they were discern-
ible, though faintly) very graceful forins and handsome faces
of wornen, besides various represcntdtl(mq of men richly
clothed as in illuminated Persian manuscripts of the sixteenth.
or seventeenth century. There were also fractured pieces of
glazed tile-work, exhibiting painted scenes from favourite
romances; but mast of this had been lately transferred to the
nr;g_hbmumé villa of Sefi-abid, which masons were now re-
pairing by order of the king or prince. In other compart-
ments the plaster had been totally or partially cut out from
the wall; with a design, as it would seem, of removing certain
groups, the least worthy of preservation;; for, from imperfect
bgmes still visible, the subjects were evidently most offensive
to modesty, but therefore «dapted to the corrupt taste of
Persians; or as Hanway sa_s of the paintings which he saw
iy another edifice lle!‘e, “ such as could l)'t‘d‘se only a volup-
“tuous Mabommedan.” (Trav. Vol. L. p. 294). 1 nextvisited
the Sdhebh-e-Zaman () o ). a large structure different in
its plan but equally majesuck in decay; and thence went on
to a more extensive building, situate among lofty chindrs or
pldnes, cypresses and orange trees; and explored the recesses
of its deserted apartments, to enter which had been the exclu-
sive privilege of one man ; and even to look on which would
once hdve cost any other man his life; for in this Mmrem(‘.f.)
bad resided the beautiful wives of SHA'H ABpa’s. 1 after-
wards examined the khalwet (<y)s) or private chambers of
that monarch, in an edifice falling (o ruiny yet hke those above
noticed, exhibiting through every part, aburdant proofs of’
former magmﬁpence. "In the modern Chehl-suttin where 1 was.
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lodged, some of the old paintings, neatly executed on tiles,
which had ornamented the palace destroyed by fire, were sl
preserved in the pavement of door-ways and windows. Ac-
cording to the report of my venerable conductor, several hewn
stones of the water-works belonging to the Emdret-i chashmeh,
had been bﬁ)ught at considerable expense from Astrakhan;
he said also, that one of the noblest trees, growing in these
gardens, owed its origin to a shoot or seed, sent either from
T arangkistan or Hindistan(LuropeorIndia) to S11a’n Asa’s;
this was not mentioned until I had mounted my horse,
and it was too late to ascertain the particular Kind ot tree.
Leaving these delightful gardens and their princely ruins,
we proceeded to the unfinished villa of Sefi-dbad, already de-
lincated in Plate LXXI, which shows its exalted situation, on
a mountain finely wooded in some places, and in others
covered with grass beautifully verdant. It was abouta mile
from: the Chehl-sutun, and very little out of our way towards
Farrahh-abéd, which we proposed to be the manzel of this day,
The former villa was most probably that noticed by Han-
way, and described by an earlier traveller, Sir Thomas fHer-
bert, as having been denominated after its founder, ABna’s(*);
but since the embellishments and additions made by Sk +“u
SkF1, this monarch’s name has been attached to i1, although
the present edifice, (of the Kuldh Farangli class, deseribed in
p- 20,and inVol. I1. p.2), has been recently erected on the plat-
form and lower walls of the older building. For the trouble of
ascending several flights of steps, we were amply recompensed
by aglorous prospect of the Caspian sea,which was, probably,
six or eight miles distant; but from such an elevation appeared
much nearer. lHere a bay was formed by arms of the main
land, widely extended, and seemingly, but as my guide
declared, not really, insulated. Of many buildings that
tormerly crowned the sunmrmit of this hill and contributed

to the delights of ABBa’s’s or SEFr1’s villa, there now re-
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(*) “* At some distance from this, on an eminence, is a small buildin; which sremed
*to be intended for an observatory. The whole commands n view of # very Yie
“ country, und the Caspian sqy, &c,” (Hanway's ‘Travels, Vol L p. 294, « 4dhasebaut
“* alvo iy not above two miles hence; and far surpasses for s curivus summer-hrase, ox-
“ celling all bis other for prospect, painting, humm w, water warks, an-l a fore 1 which
**is stored with game of several sorts.” (Herbert s Travels, third edit, 1885, p. 18s).
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mained only part of the bath and one end of the aqueduct,
by means of which water had been most ingeniously con-
veyed upwards from a celebrated spring in the neighbouring
mountain to a considerable height; this aqueduct was of the
kind in Persian architecture styled Shuter gulyg (J§ 52) or
“Camel’s Throat:” having sketched the forin of its remains
(as in Plate LXXI1I), I visited the hammém or bath, where
many painted tiles removed from the chief palace lay neg-
lected on the floor; some still pertect, but a much greater
number irreparably broken. '

We descended from the eminence of Sefi-dbdd, went on
nearly a mile, and passed the Deh-i-irvin (_\yy; 10), a village
dependent on Ashraf; and soon after entered the jangal ((Kis)
or forest, through which, with much difficulty we forced our
way, being often obliged, by stumps and branches of trees,
to quit the rugged and narrow path, and ride in marshy grounds
where sometimes our horses sunk in water to the saddle-girths.
We had avanced between five and six miles, when a well-
dressed chiet at the head of twenty horsemen, armed with
muskets and spears, received us very ceremoniously.  This
chiet was Kar1’sm Kna's ArcHa'N (o) s 0 £) 5 he escorted
us to his own village, called tfrom its situation on a tumular
picce of ground, Kard-Tapeh, or Tepeh (a5 \3), the ¢ Black
“ hillock ;" distant from Ashraf about seven miles, and in the
midst of an extensive level tract, of which the surface was
now covered with water and moist clay to the depth of ten or
twelve inches, but in summer formed a rich and very fertile
plain.  Rising above this, thie Tupek or ““ mount” appeared
like an island, barely large enough to contain the houses that
stood upon it; all shght structures of wood, reeds and straw,
except one emdret, a mason-work edifice (of brick) which had.
been crected for the king's accommodation when engaged
on a hunting party. As the name of this place, although
Turkish} may have been the same, or partly the same, eigh-
teen hundred years ago, I had entertained some hopes of
being able, in this Tapeh or Tepeh, to ascertain the position
of Tupé, which Strabo describes as the principal or royal city
of Hyrcania; advantageously situate withii a little distance
af the sea, and according to report fourteen hundred stadia
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from the Caspian straits(*). I thoughtit notTmpossible that
the epithet Kara (black) might have been more recently pre-
fixed ; or that the Greek transcribers might have ommitted it;
thus Carta mentioned also in the same passage, as the namg
of another town iu this province, appears to want the Zadra
or Zeudra placed before it by Arrian(®). ButI could not dis-
cover on the ¢ Black Mount” any ruins favouring its claim
either to antiquity or importance. In the time of Strabo,
however, the houses of this country were most probably con-
structed of very perishable materials, as in the tenth century
after, when Esy Hauvka travelled, and as they are now, in
the nineteenth(®). On our approach to this extraordinary
village, 1 sketched it as in Plate LXX1I, and having break-
fasted at the king’s hunting-ledge, proceeded two miles when
we crossed a river of such depth that those who rode on small
horses were carried down the stream for many yards; and the
legs ef every man were wetted above his boot-tops.  In con-
sequence of instructions sent Lthe day before by my mehmdn-
ddr, three or four branches of trees had been laid here so as
to form a kind of bridge; but it yielded to the two first mules
that were torced half-way over, and they tell into the water,
with a man who drove them. We purchased fish apparently
of the salmon kind, which sume boys had just taken in one of
their nets or baskets ; all the adjacent morass was covered with
snipes, wild ducks, gulls, and other birds. At the fifteenth
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(*) Among the chief cities he enumerates Talafpicn, kat Lapapary) kac Kapra, and
immediately adds, xai 10 Bagihewov Tann o paer pupiv vrep ros Jakarrys Wpuper oy
Siexeey rav Kaowmwy wodwy sradiove yihiovs rerpaxooiovs. Strub, Geogr. Lib, Xl

(*) See Arrian, (Lib, II1,) before quoted p, 286. See also M. Barbié du Bocage
(Anzlvse de In carte, &c. subjoined to dte. Croix's Examen Critique des f1istoriens
d’Alexandre {2de edit.) p. 819; ** Strabon fait mention d’une ville de Carta dans 'Hyr-
“t canie qui doit etre la méme que Zeudra Carta” 1t is well known that Certa, softened
by the Persiuns into Garda and Gard, signified a city or.town; and occurs in a mul-
tiplicity of instances, a:(ded to unother word; generally the name of some illnstrious
personuge; if applied alove, as in the passage of Srabo, it must signifycxar edoyny,
* the city;” but from th- next sentence we learn that Caria was not the capnui. 1
suspect the omission of Zadra, Zeudra, or some other word ; (See p. 267, note ). The
learued French geographer above guoted, (Analyse de la Carte, &c. p. 819) scknow-
ledging the uncertainry mitending Tape, supposes thut Amol muy be the place which
nOW represeuts it. ¢

(*') See the printed * Oriental Geography of EsN 1{AUR AL,” and the corresponding
Ppassuge in the manuscript, ( Sir al beldan ) quoted iu p. 256,
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mile (from Ashrgf) we crossed, under similar circumstances,
another river equally deep, then rode on the Kheyabdn or
paved causeway of Sua'n ABBA’s, but quitted it sqon for the
1ntricate jangal path, until, about the twentieth mile, accord-
ing to my best calculation, we passed an old brick-built tower
or burge (r»), called Sepid-ddr-e-bun *‘ the root or stump of
““ the poplar tree”(*); where, emerging from the thick forest,
we suddenly found ourselves within fifty yards of the very sea ;
the intermediate space being a smooth expanse of sand so fine
that after the difficult roads which we had just left, this shore
seemed like the softest carpet(®®). So many peculiarities in
colour, taste and other circumstances, have been attributed
to this sea by various writers, classical and oriental, that I had
long been desirous of visiting it. My first observations na-
turally were made on its distant appearance; viewed from the
hill at Alabad (see p. 250), it resembled any other sea; but
standing near its waves, I fancied that they looked more
brown than the waters of the Atlantick or Indian ocean, or of
the Persian gulf; this colour was evidently caused by the
admixture of fine sand ; each wave asit approached the shore
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) o )ld S The word d’::'rJ‘..!, according to the Farhang Burhin Katea
signifies i its primary sense a tree; and we find sepid-dir thus explained in the same
excellent Dictionary ; **it is a tree exceedingly graceful in its shape and well propor-
“tioned, with leuves growing in a pleasing manner, and it is one of the seven kinds of
¢ bid or willow ; it does not yield fruit or any other product; and it is snid that between
“ this and the date tree, such un antipathy exists that it will aot become green, nor
“flourish in the same place.”

das Vg o s 5 enjpey el 5 08 it el | Jie— o
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The name is also written J'Ag-;u Sepidar and )‘Jgi.-.- Sefidar ; and signifies the
“ while tree” or “poplar.” 1t is the gharad « & of the Arubians, or as some call it

isham a\&e, according to HAMDALLAW in that chapter of his Nozkat al Colub which
relutes to trees not bearing fruit, (See Vol, I, p. 43, note 57).

(*) A\it would interrupt considerably this nurrative of my journey, I shall place in
the Appendix whut wus originally designed for insertion here, a section or chapter
relating peculinrly to the great * Cuspian Luke;” for so our Milton, (Par Reg. 1L
271) calls this extraordinary sea, and such Herodotus kmew it to be;’ H'de Kasrip
Selacoa core ex’ eworys ov ovppiayovea ry erepn Sakagea. (Lib 1.203). In that sec-
tion an original map of the Caspiau sea furnished by a very : acient and valusble Persian
manuscript, will enable me tg form a kind of * Periplus,” wuich it is my iuteution te
Hlastrate with extracts from the works of Eastern authors,
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seemed white from froth; this it deposited om the beach and
retired apparently loaded with the sand whick it bad set in
motion. 1 could not perceive, even when on its brink, that
marine or saline smell which so sensibly indicates the ocean
ata considerable distance.  'U'bat the Caspian sea wanted this
smell was often remarked, as we advanced towards it, by my
scrvant [smaarr, whose life had been chiefly past on the shore
of the Persian Gulf. The only shells which rewarded our
search along the strand, so nearly resembled the common
English cockle-shells that I should have hesitated to offer the
enwm%d representation of two, (from twenty or thirty now
before me) had not an ingenious conchologist pronounced
them worthy of delineation.  They appearthc.Pl fig. 27,
of the real size. No person with whom I conversed on the
subject of these shells, had ever happened to see one con-
taining the fish; we examined hundreds and all were empty (™).
Amomr the wonders formerly attributed to this lake, were
serpcnts of enormous magnitude(®); that such existed at any
period, may well be doubted; for, although one Persian
declared to me that he had heard from mmther many sur-
prising storics of snakes, vaguely described as two or three

gaz lung, (cight or twelve feet), and thick as the culf of a
man’s leg, which bad often shown themselves in this sea near
Aster nbad yet the Armenians and others who had navigated
it in every direction did not recount any marvellous anecdote
on this subject’ neither does Gmelin, nor Pallas enumerate
any remarkable creatures of the snake or serpent kind among
the natural productions of the Caspian lake; they found, how-
ever, like other travellers who had wisited the hordemw
provinces of Gilan and Mézenderdn during summer, that
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(*) Herbert enumerates oysiers among the Caspian fish, (Travels, 3d edit. p 186);
and Gmelin informs us that the rocks and mountains near Derbend contain ** un nom-
“ bre prodigicux de coquillagen,” hoth petrified and calcined ; Pallas nlsn mentions
the “ coquilles appellées Peignes,” found in the Cuspian Sea, (Hist. des Decativ. faites
par divers sovams Voyageurs, &c. Tom 1L p. 66 aud 191, Berne, 1779, oct.) Bell
(of Antermony) saw on the Russian side, as 1 on the Pcman, *“ no shell-fish except a
“ kind of cackle, the shells of which are very pretty.” Truvels from St, Petersburgh, &o.
Vol. 1, p. 63, (Edinb. 1768€, ocj.) See also Hist. des Decouv. Tome 111, p. 77, for
names of some shells found in the Caspian by Guelin and Pallas.

(*) Mare Caspium dulcius ceteris ingentis maguitudinis serpentes alit, Q. Curt, vi, &
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snakes were very numerous on the coast(*®); and a passage
i the Appendix, quoted from the great Persian geogra-
pher Hampaviau, mentions the Jezireh-i-mdran-bi-zaher
(233 Yy » 5p0), or “Island of Serpents without venom.”

The beach has been already described as composed of fine
sand, over which we rode as ona carpet. It yielded neither
pebbles, nor, I inay say, stones of any kind, for the few that
lay on its surface appeared to have been thrown, or brought
as ballust for boats, from the wooded grounds adjoining. We
sought also in vain for sea-weed ; with which and Caspian
shells, 1 was wiliing to enrich the cabinet of a friend in Eu-
rope. Buton the subject ofishells and sea-weeds, of the water
and its dark colour; and the want of smell in this great lake,
the reader must recollect that my observations were confined
to an inconsiderable portion of the southern coast; whicl,
perbaps, diflers in some respects from the parts distant many
hundred miles. ‘T'here is, however, one circumstance of this
sea, which has been remarked, 1 believe, in every direction;
this is the freshness of 1ts water near the shore, Strabo, on
the authority of Polyeletus, mentions that it was sweetish ;
Curtius describes it as sweeter than other seas; and that Alex-
ander found it so, we learn from Pliny; his copyist, Sohnus;
and trom Plutarch(”).  Its partial freshness is noticed by Epx
Havkar,and by European travellers(®). 1was extremely de-
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(**) “ And when we came near the sea we were no less troubled with snakes ; forif so
“ he we left the roud, and rid through the green pastures, then they would wind about
“ gur horses’ legs without other harm than affrighting, and serving to persuade us into
 the conmon path azain * Sir Th. Herbert’s Truvels, p 182, (third edit. 1665). See
also p. 193, “* Nos voyageurs ne crovent pas surtout qu'il ¥ ait un pays dans 'univers
< plu~ infect? de crapauds, de grenouvilies, de lezards, de serpens, &¢. que le Ghilan et
“le Masanderan.” Hist des Decouv, &c. Tome I1, p. 438.

() Ywoyhinw e vai 70 véwp. (Strab. Geogr. Lib. xi). “Mare Caspium dulcius ceteris.”
“ dulcior sit gnam cetera waria ™ Quint. Cart, Lib. vi.iv. 18, “ Haustum ipsius maris
“dulceM esse et Alexander magous prodidit; et M. Varro talem perlatum Pompeio,
“juxta res gerenti Mtilridatico bello, magnitudine haud dubie influentium amnium
stvicto sale.” (Piin Nat Hist. Lib. vi. 17). “ Esse in Asiatica plaga dulce hausta
“ Alexandro Mazno probatum est, mox Pompeio Magno qui bello Mithridatico, sicut
“ commilite ejus Varro tradst, ipsis banstibus perichitan firlem voluit, 14 evenire pro-
“ dunt & numero fluminum quorum tanta copia ibi confluit ut naturam maris vertant.”’
Solm. Polyhist. cup. X1X. ¢ Dhvxirepor 3¢ rijs aA\ps Sai: 38" Plut. in Alexandro,

™) See EBN HAUKAL from the MS. Sér al beldén) quoted in the Appendix,
(Artivle on Cospinn Sea), also Jenkiuson, Qlcarnius, Pere Avril, Le Brun, &c,
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sirous of ascertaining this point,and immediately on myarrival
at the sea from Ashraf,lost not a momentin grafifying at once
my curiosity on this subject, and my thirst after a fatiguing
ride. The water was so slightly brackish that it afforded we
a draught, not by any means unpleasant; thinking, however,
that thirst had probably recommended its flavour on this first
trial, 1 tasted and found it the same, not ouly soon after, but
several tines during my journey of two days along the shore.
Among the ancient writers and European travellers (Pliny,
Solinus, Olearius, &c.) who notice this freshness, some have
ascribed it, and without doubt, most justly, to the numerous
rivers that low into the sea, each for a certain distance accord-
ing to its size or force, resisting an union with the salt water;
but this invariably predominates, and in some places within
one mile of the shore, in others within two or three miles;
where, as AgNaTu’s and Mosk’', Armentan traders, whom [
shall have occasion to mention, and several Persians who had
often navigated it, assured me, the Caspian *“is as salt as our
¢« great ocean”(*). 'T'hey further said, that between Mashehd-
¢-Sar and Langarfud, (a space of ninety or perhaps an hundred
miles) above three hundred rivers of various sizes, contributed
to fill this extraordinary lake; and a Persian declared it a
matter well known, that they exactly equalled in number the
days of the year. This report, although probably much ex-
aggerated, must be founded on the actual and wonderftul mul-
tiplicity of streams; and is, in some measure, confirmed by
Olearius, a writer of undoubted credit, in the account of his
own journey along a part of the South Western coast(*); and
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(*; 1 use the words of Anthony Jenkinson ; *“ This sea is fresh water in many places,
“and in other pluces d« salt as our great ocean,” Haklyit's Coll of Voyages, Vul, I,
p. 334. And Olearivs having observed that the *“ water is neither it nor fresh,” on
the coast of Hyrcania which, be says, is now called Kilan, (for Gilin ), accounts for it
** by reasoa of the mixture of divers rivers, which fall into the said ses oni thit side ; for
*in the sea ilself the water is us sult us any other that ever | coald ta<te of.” 'Vnyngen
and Travels of the Ambassudors, &c. English Translation, Lond. 1662, p. 182.

(*) “ But what on 1he other side is much to he wondered st, is that though so great
“ a number of rivers incessantly pay the tribute of their waters into it, yet can it not
‘“ be said what becomes thereof: We at first couldd hardly be induced to belisve what
“ was toid us concerning ull those rivers; but when st our return out of Persia, between
“ Rescht and Schamachy, which was twenty daies journes, we took notice that we had
“cﬂfswd gnbm-e i‘unu_cure, greal and small rivers, we wmade no difficuity then 1o ag-
“ quiesce in the: relations we hud before received thereof.” Ambass, Truv. p. 194,
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still more ntrongl%y the testimopy- of M. Gmelin, the cele-
brated Russiar™naturalist(®). A gradual rise in this sea has
been frequently noticed ; not partial, as in the Mediterranean
»nd other branches connected with the ocean, where the water
encroaches on the land at one side and recedes from it on the
other; but general, as we learn from a Persian gedgrapher
quoted in the Appendix, the Russian observations(*) and the
testimony of Knglish navigators(®). This rise, however,
seems so inadequate to the vast and constant influx of rivers,
that it is found difficult to account, why the Caspian sea has
not long since overtlowed its basin, or risen to a much higher
degree. * This,” says the Baron de Ste. Croix, “may be ex-
¢ plained on the principles of evaporation, which carries off
“ a quantity of water equal to that admitted”(%*); and he cites
the opinion of Dr. Halley, and Perry’s calculation of the
water which this sea may be supposed to receive everv minute
from the river Wolga(®); after all, he acknowledges his own
belief ¢* that the Caspian sea is a reservoir of which the waters
“ go to form the sources of those rivers that issue from the
“ mountains of Cashmir”(*®); thus corroborating, although he
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(*) In the space of about eight miles, on the way between Resht and Amul are
counted, he says, two hundred end fifty rivers, running into the sea, muny exceedingly
broad and deep, which render the passuge across at some times impracticable for weeks
together, and others of them torrents almost dry in summer, but linble to excessive
flooda. * On compte deux cens cinquante rivieres crandes et petites qui vont se jetter
“* dans cette méme mer, sur le chemin de Rudizar i Masanderan (he travelled in 1771)
““ ¢t rendent souveut ks commumcation tris difficile [l est vrai que 'on comprend
“ dans le vombre beasucuup de torrens qui sont tellement a sec pendant 1'é1¢, qu'on
“a peine A trouver quelque trace de leur embouchure; mais il y en a d'uutres
“ d'une largeur et d’une profondeur considerable qui se gonfteut tellerent au printems
*/de neme que tous ces petits torrens, que les routes en soni quelque fois impratiquables
“ des semuines entieres ”  See the account of M. Gmelin's travels, published in the
* Histoire des Decauvertes faites par divers savans Voyageurs,” &c. oct. Berne, 1779,
Tome I1. p. 443.

(“) Meationed by Hanway, (See his Travels, &c. Vol. L. ch. XXIV. p. 156).
(*) Capt. Woodroofe, Hanway, &c. Hanway’s Travels, Vol. I. ch. XXI1V,

() “Ce phénoméne peut s'expliquer par V'evaporation; qui enleve une quantité
 d'enu egale & celle que recoit cette mer,” Exam. Crit. des His, E‘Ak-x. 2de edit. p' 704,

(*) Philosophical Transactions, 1887; State of Russii, &c.

(™) ** Aa reste, je crois que°la Mer Caspienne est un reservoir dunt les eaus: vont
* former les sources des fleuves qui sortent des montagnes du Cachemire”’ Exam.

Grit, (2de. edit.) p. 704
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but partially quotes, the opinion long béfgwe expressed by

Olearius(%).

From that spot near the ruined tower (mentioned in pg.
277) where I had alighted to taste the sea-water, we rog
most pleasantly on the soft sand four or five miles, the trees
of a thick jangal being on our left within fifty yards, and the
waves, on our right, gently curling every minute about the
horses feet; during these four or five miles we crossed as many
rivers ; some of which, very broad and deep, it was not reck-
oned safe to enter on horseback without a guide; and from
delays in procuring one and various difliculties in passing
over, the evening became extremely dark before we had
quitted the sea side and turned towards the left into an intri-
cate forest path. Here Surri’r Kua~ caused lighted can-
dles to be carried before us; at length we reached the river
Tejin (or Tejineh ), over which we were ferried in a large flat-
bottomed boat; and I was immediately conducted to a
spacious and magnificent tent; this the worthy Vazir, Mi'rza’
Reza’, had sent for my accommodation from Saré; it was
pitched within a few yards of the river (here very large, muddy
and full of fish), and not much farther from the royal palace
of Farahh-dbéd (3\) ), now falling to decay. Of this day’s
journey, the greater part had been so fatiguing and disagree-
able, that I perhaps over-rated the distance; it seemed to me,
however, twenty-six or twenty-seven miles; but Sir Thomas
Herbert, or the printer of his book, must have omitted the
important word twenty, when he informs us that Farahh-4bad is
Jfive miles from Ashraf(®®). My statement will much better
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("") “ Besides the mists which are very frequeat there, and consequently consume
4 a great part thereof, the rest is returned by secret channels to the sources of the
“ fountains and rivers, according to the wise mun’s saying “ that il rivers come out
“ of the sem and return thither again.” Travels of the Ambassadors, Eng. edit. 1642,
p. 191. Of this passage, notwitstanding the coincidence of opinions respecting the
sources, M. de Ste. Croix alludes only to the first part; * Olearins pretenlt que les
““ enux de cette mer sout pompées par beaucoup de brouillards,” Examen Critigue,
&c, (2de edit,) p. 704, note, ‘

(*) * Farrabaut, the Hyrcan metropolis, but five miles west removed thence, where

" “ghe seat royal in that countrey hus been kept for some generntions.” ' The first
“night after we left Ashargff we lodged in Ferrvapaut, which is five miles from
¢ Asharaff.” Horb,Trav, pp. 183, 183, (3d. cdil, 1665). Perhaps he wrote five leagues,
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correspond to %@5 della Valle’s account; for in travelling
between these plhces, even at a season when the marshes were
becoming dry and the road was already excellent, he employed
@ the day, except two hours, from an early tine of morning
until the sun had nearly s¢1(®®); and the distance, he tells us,
was “about six leagues”(™); which if he meant the Persian
leagues or farsangs (as in other passages), would amount to
nearly two and twenty miles{"). Our general course had
fluctuated between west-north-west and west.

Although the best spot of ground had been chosen for my
tent, yet its extreme dampness was almost immediately per-
ceptible through the straw and a new carpet that covered the
floor; there, however, I passed the night without any incon-
venience or unpleasant consequence; and on the fourth rose
hefore six o’clock, being desirous of visiting the palace called
Jehin-nemd, and various remains of utheredifices which had ren-
dered Farahh-ab4d an object of admiration in the seventeenth
century. That valuable MS. history of the Abbasides, entitled
T'brikh- Aulum-A'rdi describes the building of this city before
the foundation of’ Ashraf; yet enumerates both circumstances
as évents of nearly the same period; the Muhammedan year
1021, or of the Christian era 1612; after a preamble which
scrves rather to display the beauties of florid language than to
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(®) A i due di Maggio (1618) la mattina per tempo, partii da Ferhabad”—sempre
verso Levante e sempre per piano, e perche i fanghi erana gia cominciati a seccare, tro-
vammo buonissima e gustossima strada—ad hora di desinare ci fermammo a riposare
un puio di hore—Ricavalcando poi caminammo fin ’ad un ‘hora innanzi al trawontar
del sole—finalmente arrivammo iu Escref.”” Viaggi, Lettera 4 da Ferhabad; Tom.
1, pp. 26856, 286; Ven, 1681,

(") Esceef, luogo lontuno da Ferhabad intorno a sei leghe.” ib. p. 248,

(") Thushereckons “four leagues of road,” guatro leghe di strada, from Sarito Fur-
habad ; this the Persigns at present always compute to be four farsangs, and n the ma-
nuscript Wk’l Aulum A'rdi, hereafler quoted, we find it so described; also in the Tak-
wim of SA'DEK I§'PAHANI, who informs us that ()l qg‘*';l)tﬁ’ whsile ) ol 2 b
«Farahh 4bad isatown of Mézenderén four farsangs distant froa: Séri;” and he adds that
(from the Fortuuate 1sles) its longitude is T f" 88 0; and latitude (from the equi-
noctial live) (§ ,! 36-10. Notwithstanding the respectable avthorities just cited, for
the distance beiween Sért and Farahdbéd, | am inclined to (bink it one mile and a half
or two miles more. The Persizs both in couversation and in books, compute by round
anmbers, and scarcely ever condescend to'notice quarters or even halves of farsaugs,,
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communicate interesting particulars, WoJegrn that Sua'n
ABBa’s * cast the anchor of residence in that #pot resembling
< the enchanted garden of Irem; Farahh-6b4d, situate on the
« shore of the sea of Khozar, and hitherto denominated TdAdn,
“ through which flows a great river bearing the name of T'¢jf.
“ meh-rid.” On the bank of this, the king caused lofty and
splendid mansions to be constructed ; ‘“and as his mind was
““ always occupied, whilst he resided here, in prouwsoting mirth,
¢ the place which afforded him so much delight was called
¢ Farahh-abdd, or the Seat of Pleasure; and every year he im-
“ proved and augmented the gardens and edifices, and buil

¢« market-places, and baths, and masjeds or mosqes, and caj
“gdnscras, all of which be prosperously finished; and betwé€n
“this city and Saré a distance of four farsangs, he laid the
¢ foundation of a khkeydbdén or causeway ; and on account of
““ihe frequent rain, and abundance of clay and mud for
¢ which the places bordering on the sea coast in this pro-
“ vince (Dar al marz or Mdzenderdn, Gilan, &c.) are 8o pecu-
¢“‘liarly remarkable, the causeway wasrendered permanentby a
“firm pavement of stone.” 1 omit several lines to notice the
consequence of SHA’H ABBA%’S improvements; *at no
“former time,” says the historian, ‘“ had camels been seen
“in this countrv, going and coming; such were the difficul-
“ ties and inequalities of the roads, and so numerous were
«¢ the thickets and forests; nor had the inhabitants ever beheld
“the form of those creatures; but now (A. D. 1616) camels,
‘““string after string, are by night and day passing along
st these roads”(™). The same author informs us that when
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Sua’n AsBA’s hgd nxed his court at Farahhdbdd, the chief
officers and nobles of the empire immediately erected houses
in its vicinity ; and so early as the year 1618 it had already
equalled in compass or perhaps exceeded, according to the
opinion of Pietro della Valle, a most competent judge, the
cities of Rome or Constantinople(’). It was probab?y well
peopled also at that time, for the king when inducements of
advantageous establishments failed to attract, never hesitated
to crowd a newly founded city with inhabitants, by furcibly
removing hundredsoffamilies from distant provinces; thus, says
derbert, (Trav. p. 183,ed. 1665), *this monarch wherever he
stays long, makes citiesof smallvillages.” When thatingeni-
ols traveller visited larahhdbdd (in 1627) the town contained
about three thousand families, (ib. p. 194); from the highest
part, however, of the palace, I could notdiscern much above
three hundred houses, or rather hovels; and these were of wood
thatched with straw, and situate near the river among gar-
dens and trees, by which others may have been concealed
from view. Of the royal habitation 1 examined and deline-
ated (as in Plate LXXI) the principal emd:et or edifice called
Jehan numd.  Although in a state of ruin, this bears evident
marks of former splendour; the fine baths and some of its
apartients might be repaired, even now, at a trifling expense:
on the richly varnished walls of two or three chambers, not-
withstanding the effects of smoke and dirt, there still remained
vestiges of several portraits, and of those pictures so justly
and so quaintly reprobated by Herbert for the scandalous
indecency of their subjects(").  Adjacent to this palace were
the bdzérs, or rows of shops, now completely abandoned ;
extensive brick buildings of excellent architecture, formin
a noble square in some respects resembling the Meiddn Al
Cdpi at Isfahdn. 1 next explored the Caravanserd, the Ma-
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(™) * 1l cireunito che abbracciu la citta e grandissimo, come quel di Roma o di Con-
« ytantindpoh e forse pid.”  But the houses of this town, he adds, were all structures

of cah gl (S ) terra e paglia, clay mixed with straw. The Case Reale or royal
lace way the only edifice of brick; but uot then finished (1618, ma non ancor finita.
g?aggi. Lettcra 4 du Ferhabad.

(™) In the third edition of his Travels (printed 1665), p. 94; and still more quaintly
in ove of the former editions. *
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drasseh or college, the Masjed or mosque, the Pdr al Sheffé
(st o) or Tabib Khdnek (u\a aib), a kind of infirmary ; all
handsome structures now deserted, yet so little impaired that
they might easily be restored to their original state. At eight
o’clock we set out, and following in a N. W. direction, the
rivers winding course along its left bank for about one mile
and a half, arrived at the sea. We then-turned towards the
W. S. W. Two Russian vessels lay at anchor nearly a league
from the coast; they were small, but each two-masted : we
met the captain of one, with four or five of his men comin

up the river in a boat, to purchase meat and bread at the
market of Farahhdbdd ; he paid us the compliment of taking
off his hat as we passed by, and his companions did the same,
I learned that although the vessels belonged to Russians the
crew were composed of Armenians ; and notwithstanding the
war, a commercial intercourse wasallowed between Astrakhan
and the Persian sea-ports. T'his captain, named AgNaTu's,
‘had traded here for inany years. We procecded along the
kendr-i-derydi (& 0 \US) or seu shore, riding on the fine soft
sand, until wetted through all our clothes by heavy rain, we
halted, at the sixth or seventh mile, and took shelter in the
thatched hut of some poor fishermen, whose little now (i)
or canoe was drawn up on the beach; their nets extending far
out in the water, fastened with ropes to stakes driven at cer-
tain intervals into the bottom, and supported between the
stakes by floats on the surface. They had jusl taken some
fish of three or four different kinds, but chiefly what they
called mahi sefid (ssiw _»le) ““ white fish ;” which seemed most
abundant, and was found in all the great rivers of this country
‘near the sea; for several days it had furnished the principal
dish of my dinners and often of my breaktasts. We had
scarcely alighted at the hut when the hospitable proprietors
heaped fresh wood on their fire, and with dexterity peculiar
to persons of their vocation, seizing a fish almost three feet
Jong, and still palpitating with life, instantly splitit ingo two
parts, and having rubbed these well over with salt and pinned
them, with skewers of reed, to a stick nearly equal in thickness
to a man’s wrist, held ghis close to the brisk fire, and soon
toasted thoroughly the mdhi sefid, which thus simply cooked,
1 much preferred to pilaws of fowl and lamb, brought by my
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servants froffi the last manzel ; these, however, proved a most
welcome and extraordinary luxury to our hosts. As the rain
increased we thought all further precaution against wet unne-
.«cessary ; and mounted our horses durin? a severe shower,
but remnained some minutes to see the fishermen embayk in
their canoe, which was hollowed out of a large tree, and about
twelve fect long, and fifteen or sixteen inches wide; as they
paddled on towards their nets, although the sea to a consi-
derable distance is but a few feet deep, the waves which beat
violently against the shore, lifted them up and down and
sometimes for a moment almost concealed them totally from
our view. Some of my party who had never seen a boat
until the day before, were exceedingly alarmed and repeat-
edly exclaiming Ydé Ali! Ya AlLi! ( J=), called on that holy
personage to assist the fishermen. ~ We continued our course
on the sand until stopped by the Sith rid (s, .bs) or ¢ black
river;” which it was here necessary to cross at the very mpouth;
a circumstance not effected without much difficulty and some
danger; for having waited above an hour in vain, for a sloop
which we expected to find ready, in consequence of previous
orders sent to Mashehdisar; SuEr1F Kua’Nn, Mura’ Ansa’s
and 1, crossed the river on horseback, although the sea often
struck us with such force as nearly to lift us from the saddles.
Soon after we had crossed, the sloop arrived from Mashehd-i-
sar, and at the same time some little canoes came down the
Séih rid; on these the baggage was placed ; none of them
excceded twenty inches in breadth, and it required consider-
able steadiness, patience and activity, to convey in each a
single mule-load without oversetting; one man kept the bag-
bage firm while another paddled and held a rope to which
was attached the first horse or mule; to thc tail of this_was
fastened another; and thus a string of five or six swam after
the canoe, their heads just appearing above the water; many
mules, however,wentacross voluntarily,following quietly their
old companions,and landing exactly on the spot where these
had emerged from the river. Between two and three hours
were consumed in the operations here ; during which time I
gratified my curiosity by going on board the sloop and sail-
ing in it about half a mile; I then returned to the shore in
one of those canoes Before-mentioned: the sloop was a small
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vessel (of perhaps five and twenty or thirty tons); appeared
ill-built and clumsy, and sailed badly; each side was detended
and heightened two or three feet above the gunwale, by thick
bundles ot reeds. Here,at the mouth of the Siah rad, although
there was but little wind, the Caspian waves produced a loud,
hollow, thundering sound ; they looked white with foam as
they advanced, and brown with sand as they retreated.
From this spot Farahh-dbdd wasreckoned distant two farsangs;
and we proceeded two more to the mouth of the Taldr, across
which we were carried i canoes, the mules and horses swhn-
ming after us; this river wasvery broad and decp, and with hoat-
men iess skilful or experienced than those who managed the
canoes, our passage would have been exceedingly dangerous.
From an adjoining village situate on the Talir, thw ferry is
denominated Chapacur mitf[awi'.g-).as the name was written by
Suerir Kua’n. It is the Chacoporo which Herbert places a
little nearer to Farahh dbdd than either the local computation
or mine(™). At one farsang beyond this, we crossed in like
manner the Mir e rid o, x0),and leaving the baggage to be sent
on at leisure, quitted the sandy beach on which we had hitherto
ridden, and proceeded through fields and jangals (nearly par-
allel, however, with the line of sea coast) untill we arrived at
thg noble river Bahbul, and soon after, among clusters of trees,
wediscerned the Gumbed orv Imimzddel’s'T'omb at our halting-
place Mashdd-i-sar; near which we were received by the
chief, M1'rza’ 1{AssAN (s V) 44), with several of the inhabi-
lants, who conducted n-e to an excellent house. Here [
gladly ended the journey of this day, which had been per-
tormed during incessant rain.  Irom the last ferry (of Mir-e-
r4d ) to Mashehd-i-sar was computed a space of one farsang,
so that with the distance already enuwerated,we had travelled
about twenty-two or twenty-three miles, almost wholly in the
direction of West South West. Close to the house where I
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(") “ We travelled aloug the sea-side and came the first night to Chacoperoe, whieh
< i3 about twelve English miles west from Ferrabaut. 'The way we rode was close by
‘“the shore. 'This town kies open to the sea, which beats oft so outrageously against
* her banks, that-the inbabitunts are oft put to charge in maintuining them. ~Here we-
¢ crossed over a fresh water that was about a stunes cast over; one moneth in the year
“"tis salt, as the inhabitants told us, but not the reason of it.” Herbert's Travels, p.
198, third edit. 1606. ’ ‘
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lodged, were many orange-trees loaded with fruit apparently
npe; spring, indeed, seemed very forward in the neigh-
bourhood of this place; leaves mostly green ; innumerable
blossoms of various kinds, and flowers in abundance, ap-
peared on every side. My room was well furnished with
n:ats and carpets, and warmed by means of a charcoal fire;
as the baggage did not arrive for two hours after we had
ahghted, this served to dry my clothes of which not even the
sinallest part had escaped a thorough wetting; all my com-
yanions were in a similar state, and many of them, especially
Tvras Aspa’s, felt for several days, the bad effuets of this
expedition. From some loud conversation in the court, atter
ourarrival, Mi'rza'Hassan the principal houscholder of this
town, seemed to htve incurred the anger . my Mehméandir,who
accused him of neglect and nattention respecting the sloop
which, according to instructions sent from Farahh-dbdd, he
should have prepared for our accommodation at the sea side
two or three hours sooner.  What the M1 rza” said in his de-
fence I could not hear; butas he went away, my friends vented
their indignation in words not merely directed against him,
but, in the usual unjust manner, against the unoffending women
of his tamily ; one prayed that his favourite wite might have,
for a sccond husbhand, an ass ; another wished that his wives,
sons and daughters might be carried off by the ferocious
Turkomans; and a third dignificd hun with a title equally new
and extraordinary, styling him the grand Kurmsdik Dashi
( s2b §wnyi) or chief of all Kurmsaks, a word which has been
explaied i Vol 1L p. 543. To M1’rza’ Hassan, however,
I was indebted tor a present ot two bottles contaming very
good wine, and one bottle of strong snirits resembling white
brandy ; this was called maské by the Persian servants, having
been brought with the wine, as they said, trom Moscow.

Early on the fifth I walked about Mashehd-i-sar ; it is situ-
ate negr the sea, on the banks ot a most delighttul and con-
siderable river, the Bakbul. To me the town, though not
decorated with the remains of magnificent palaces, seemed
lyrgerand in every other respect better tiran either Farahh-abdd
or Ashraf, for it comprised many good bouses of brick, and
a great number well built of wood ; some, cven the meanest,
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were inclosed within neat fences of sugar-canes. In the river
was asloop of about fifty tons, which several men were busily
repairing. Sugar forms an important article in the commerce
of this place; M1’'rza’ HassaN sent some to me at breakfast;
it was liquid as honey and brownish, but well flavoured. Of
Mashehd-i-sar the name is modern, and 1 do not recollect its
occurrence in any geographical or historical manuscript: it
is here spelt in our letters, according to the general pronuu-
ciation ; and a Persian to whom 1 bad applied respecting its
orthography, wrote . s&e Mashehd-i sar, and intormed me
that the town was so denominated from the sawt’s or Limdm-
2ddeh’s tomb, before mentioned ; as mashehd or meshehd 1s used
to express a spot rendered sacred by the martyrdom or the
interment of personages held in religious veneration by the
Mubammedans. We commenced our morning’s ride at half
past eight o’clock, and traced the winding river Bahbul winch
ran on our right, in a contrary dircction, through a country
even now smiling and beautiful. At five miles we halled a few
minutes to view the pleasant hamlet of Pdzavar, | ) 4 and soon
after Hamzah K eld (¥ :ja>),a name hnplying the virtage ol Ham-
zah; both these places had good bdzars. As most parts of the
country from Farahh-dbad to Barfurash were under the super-
intendance of Mrrz’'a Reza’ the Vazir; his son, my Meh-
mdndar, was received wheresoever we passed, by hundreds
of the inhabitants with many congratulations and compli-
ments. He led me to a handsome house which the Fuzir
had lately built; and here I was sumptuously feasted with an
ample collation, and entertained with the vocal performance
of a boy whose musical powers placed him above all com-
petitors in this country, remarkable for its numerous and
excellent singers ; his voice was indeed wondertully clear and
soft; and my ear being perfectly reconciled to the Persian
style of singing, 1 was much delighted by his sweet and
plaintive melody. From the Vezir’s house we went on, aiter
a halt of two hours, about one mile and a quarter 1 Dar/u-
rlish (_sy5)0) or as itis commonly called Balfurish('®), passed
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(") The name compnunderll of two words, bir ( J\a) a load, and furdiah ( ‘},,s)
selling, apparently alludes to the mercuntile origiy of this place; yet 1 have heasd o
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through the long and crowded ddzdr and proceeded a mile
beyond the town, to a villa not yet quite finished, which the
Prince designed for his summer residence; situate in an
island of the great river Bahbul, and denominated Bahr-al-
Arem, or Irem(™); as we approached [ sketched this beautiful
spot, which had been originally peninsular, but rendered by
art an island. (See Pl. LXXII). The Prince’s new villa appears
at one extremity,with a magnificent cypress ; in the middle is
seen an emaret or edifice erected by Sua’n AsBa’s, which was
now almost in a state of ruin ; and on the right a bridge con-
structed of boards and heams, supported on pillars of brick,
but without any rails or battlements ; this connects the island
with the main land, on the Bérfurtsh side. The general course
of our day’s journey had been chiefly in a Southern dircetion,
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well informed Persian declare that he considered Bal furisk as the asal (J-at) or
original orthography; and the vulgar pronunciation, it must be ucklmwledg;ul, tends
to confirm his opinion: this pronunciation, however, may arise from the perverse and
common inclination towards an inferchange of the letters L and R, alrnady noticed in
the course of these volumes, and evineed by my Bishehri servant and another stranger
ut aur last stage Mashehd i-sar, which they persisted in calling Mashehd-i-sa!, although
in this instance the iubabitants had not set them an example, and the nature of their
mistake had been repeatedly explained to them.

(") Bahr (Jay) the sea or acean; )‘ Avrem or Frem, a terrestrial paradive; this name -

1s first mentioned in the Koran, chapt. Ixxxix. (see verse 6, 7and 8).
. - 1o - bt . R
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A passage differently iranslated by those two learned orientalists, Maracci and Sale; the
former rendering it thus; “Non ne animadvertisti quomodo se gesserit Dominus tuus
““cum Adwis ; [irameis habentibus columuas ; quibus non fuit creatum simile ipsis in
“regionibus;” (Alcor. Vul. I. p. 799); the latter interpreting it in this manner, “ Hast
** thou not considered how thy Lorb dealt with Ap, the people of IREM, adorned with
““ lofty buildings, the like whereof hath not been erected in the land ” (Sale’s Koran;
Vol. IL. p. 494; Bath, 1785). From the notes of Maracci we may perceive that he

adopts the explanation of an Arabian commentator respecting the words ol eld
“ preediti columnis,” or ** hubentes columnas;” which he supposes to be used in allusion
to the gigantick stature of those Adeans or Adites, the people of Irem or Eramcans;
whilst Sale believes, with those whom he considers #s better authority, that they relate
to the palace and gardens mude in the deserts of ADEN by SHE0DDA'D, the son of Ap.
This opimion seemas confirmed by the innumerable passages of Eastern writers, refering
to that mugnificent structure, with which they compare whatever is most beautiful, .
sumptuous or delightful, in architecture or landscape. A description of this celebrated
spot, literally transiated from a rare Persian work, by Dr. Jonathan Scott, has been
published in the * Oriental Collections,” (Vol. lll.lNu. 1. p. 32), and several ‘MS, .
accounts equally wonderful are now before me; that will convey, however, to the reader
an ides sufliciently accurate of this fabulous paradise to - hich the Asiaticks so._fra. -
quentiy allude, '
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but winded variously according to the inflexions of the river:
it was not quite three farsangs from Mashehd i sarto Bdrfurish;
and the Persians who seldom notice fractions in itinerary
measurements, described the distance to be three light far-
sangs, sch farsang-i-sabk(™). 'We may compute it between
nin¢ and ten miles ; during which space I observed a fuller
population and a greater appearance of industry, opulence
and comfort, than had been exhibited in anv other part of
the country for thirty miles ; the pasture fields were covered
with fine verdure ; the otier grounds highly cultivated ; the
farm-houses scattered on every side, were most ncat and com-
modious buildings, each with a good garden and orangery ;
there were numerous plantations of sugar-canes. The tit
(ewp) or mulberry-trees also abounded here; and as their
leaves serve to nourish the silk-worm, were styled by many,
dirakht-i-dbreshim (b)) wiy0) or “the silk-tree” Of the
Prince’s villa there was nol any chamber in a finished state ;
that assigned to me wanted yet the wooden doors and glass
windows, of which some carpenters were now preparing the
frames ; but its floor was soon covered with a Landsome car-
pet; the hearth glowed with a charcoal five; and having setup
my little camp-bed, I resolved to halt during the sixth, in this
garden of Irem or “T'errestial Paradise ;" as some of the liorses
had suffered from our journey on the fourth, and required
rest; Mu'La’ ABBA’s, too, bad felt strong symptons of rheu-
matick fever, since our wetting on that day, and would have
been unable to proceed before the seventh. 1 also wished to
employ some hours In arranging and transcribing several
notes hastily made on the road, since our departure from
Sari; and in fixing with ink or colours, the sketches hitherto
only traced with a black-lead pencil. These tasks and an
excursion to DBarfurtsh 1 deferred as basiness for the next
day; and explored meanwhile the remains of Sua’n ABBa’s's
old palace, and from the new building, in company with
Suer1¥ Kna'n, shot wild ducks and other aquatick birds
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™ JM (_‘:-h-,! 4. Thus when a journey exceeded in some trifling degree
five farsangs, | have heard them describe the distance as pswje farsang i sengin

(€ o 203), five heavy farsangs,
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swimming within thirty or forty yards of our windows, close
under which the river majestically flowed. 1In the evening I
received a visit and a present from Yu'sur Beie (<Ko civy)
the Zabet (4\5) or chief magistrate of Béarfurésh; on whom
some bestowed the higher title of Hdkem (S\») or governor;
the present consisted of sweetmeats, oranges, lemons and
pears, with a high square-shaped Russian bottle of red wine
brought by the Zdbet’s son. At five o’clock Fahrenheit’s Ther-
mometer was at 48, in the open air; but two or three hours
earlier, the day had been warm and some slight showers of
rain had fallen.

On the sixth of March according to the established destér
(yy%w2) or torms of politencss, T went with my Mehmandar at
one o’clock, to return the visit of Yu’sur Bric whom we
found at Barfurdsh, in a balcony open on three sides, to w hich
the ascent was by very steep and inconvenient stairs. Here
many of the chiel inhabitants had assembled; and we were
entertained with the customary refreshments of Kaledns, or
pipes, coffee, sweetmeats, fruit and sherbet. The governor’s
son alone partook not of this treat ; for, though seemingly ar-
rived at the age of eighteen or twenty years, he stood during
the whole interview, in a most respecttul manner before his,

father, and observed a profound silence.  After half an hour
I ook my leave, and rode through different quarters of the
town which seemed to extend above a mile in most directions;
it was very populous ; the houses, although many were com-
posed of wood, had the appearance of being comfortable
habitations ; and the shops were well-furnished and nume-
rous; especially in the bazdr which constituted a street, pro-
bubly three quarters of a mile long; and exlibited all the
bustle of commercial activity. 'l'o this place the Russians
send cloth, paper, thread, iron, steel, gunpowder, locks of
various sizes, senither (pye) or deal- wood and Bulghdari,
that which we call ¢ Russia leather” (™). Thev take back in
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™ ‘.nb Of this leather the consumption is vesy considerable, as the Persians
make 0(‘ it not only their hoots, or chakmehs [Mﬂ?) bi.  notwithstanding its strong
simel, their matakrehs (I)#u) and other vessels for carrying water on u journey.
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return silk, cotton, rice, fish, wood to be consumed as fuel {or
himeh woa) and for different purposes; also shawls and other
articles of Eastern manufacture. I have sought some ac-
count of Barfurtshin the old manuscripts both historical and
eographical, but without much expectation of finding any;
or the Haft Aklim describes this town as one of recent foun-
dation. Having mentioned Séri among the chief places of
M azenderan, this modern work continues thus; “and another
““is Bdrfdrusk, a very delightful town or city which bas been
“erected in these (our own) times”(*). Herbert informs us
that (about 1627) he *rode to Barfrushdea, a large town,
“pretty well built and no less well peopled”(*'): yet the
word dea which he attaches to the name (for dek (s0) or dehy
) Testricts it to the rank of a village ; and according to all
the information that | obtained, its present importance has
been chiefly acquired within the last hundred years. Some
people of the place assured me that their governor could, at a
short niotice, assemble here eight thousand tufangehi (i)

or soldiers armed with muskets, to repel (what they séemed
much to apprehend) any invasion or attack that might be
attempted by the Russians. The country near Bérfurish is
flat, but beautifully wooded, rich and verdant; the ncarest
mountains appcared at this time covered with snow.

On the seventh, Mi‘rzA’ SA'DEX being derirous of pas-
sing a few days with his father the Vazir at Skrf, set out at
an early hour, promising to overtake me at Shirgdh on my
way back to Tehrdn; and soon after eight o’clock, leaving
most of my baggage, horses and servants at Barfurish, 1 pro-
ceeded with SuHerIF KHA'N and Mu’La’ ABBa’s on the road
to Amul (J); winding, after we had left the island, for about
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(*) Travels, p. 198, (third edition, 1665; he subjoins * but the sea does not so much
“ advantage them as the land, by reason of that plenty uf silk worms they nourish ;
«“ and indeed the place appeareq to us the pleasanter by reason of thut pleaty of wood
*and water which was as good as plentifull.” He places it at twelve long miles from
Chacoporo (Chapacur rd sbove-mentioned), and might, [ thigk, have added two. more,
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one mile and a quarter, along the river’s right bank, accordin
to a sketch made as we went on, and copied in Pl LXXIT.
We then passed over a handsome br idge (of brick) constructed
by an ancestor of the reigning monarch; here we lost sight
of the river Bahbul, and continued our journey in nearly a
straight line, and the direction chiefly of west-south-west ;
riding for several miles on the paved kheydbdn or causeway ;
which, however, was in some parts so decayed and injured,
that we were obliged to turn off into ficlds and marshes. At
six miles we came to a stream over which were two small
brick buildings; and we halted to refresh the horses at Kdsem
Beigy ( Sx o), a hamlet of four or five scattered houses,
reckoned two farsangs and a halt distant from Barfurish,
or half-way between that town and A'mul.  On our approach
within two miles of this city, about forty Ked khudds or house-
holders, on foot, received us with an irregular volley of fire-
arms; a Lit, or buffoon, then ontentdmed us with various
tricks, dancing in a ridiculous manner to the sound “of his
tambitk, or more correctly tambik (_$ss5), a drum which he
carried under the left arm, slung by a strap from hisneck. I
sketched the form of this instrument, as represented in the
Misc. Pl (fig. 28); it was made of wood, open at the narrow end
and covered at the other with parchment, very tightly stretch-
ed, as the sound indicated; on this he tapped with the fingers of
his right hand.  We met, soon after, the 2abet or chief, with
twenty or thirty men of respectable appearance, who attended
us on horseback across the river Harhaz (»2),a little below the
bridge of A’mul, which had been shattered by the late carth-
quake; the stream, where we rode over it, although very
broad, was not at this timc much above two fect deep, I
allghtcd at the governor’s house, having travelled five farsangs
or about ug:hteen miles; thrmwh a country almost unitformly
ftat, fincly watered and highly “cultivated ; in which the exu-
berance of jangals or forests had been reduced, vet a suffi-
ciency, of beautiful trees remained for every purpase of
ornament; several villages with their flourishing gardens and
verdant fields appeared in different directions at a little dis-
tance from the road; and the brick cqttages with their red-
tiled roofs, gave to these rural scenes an ~ir of neatness and
comfort thiat strongly: reminded me of BEugland. The day
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being cloudy we could nétdiscern Mount Damdvand ; but the
greai ridee of Alburz to which it belongs, was partly visible
with its covering of snow. 'The house in which I was lodged
had once been exceedingly handsome, large and as convenient
in the distribution of apartments as the general plan of Per-
sian habitations would admit,  But it bad been more than
half ruined by the earthquake; and one wall of the chamber
atlotted to me was cracked from the ceiling to the floor, and
a considerable fissure newly stopped with drv bricks; the
other walls had also, though less materially, sutfered 5 and in
many spots the fine old gilding and rich varnish (seldom
equalled in the decorations of modern buildings) had been
effaced or injured. Some Persian verses beantitully written
in the tdlik hand, filled a tabletin one of the recesses or takcheh,
over the fire-place, five or six feet high, and above three teet
wide; these I copied, but have lost the paper which contained
them. . 'T'he Zabet declarcd that this house had been built
one hundred and sixty years; the poetical hnes, if' I remember
rightly, comprised a date which confirmed this account.  But
an inscription of a very different kind attracted my notice;
it had been scratched, on the lower part of the wall, by a
person _sitting probably on the floor close to the fire-place;
and exhibited, in large and very excellent characters, a vio-
lent imprecation against “ tous les habitans d’ Amol,” whom,
without exception, it consigned most wnmercitully to « Le
«« Grand Diable d&’ Eufer,” with *“ Amen!” the date of 1808,
and a capital J as the initial letter of some name, inclosed
within a wreath, 1 now learued that two gentlemen of the
French Embassy under General de Gardane had, on their
tour through Mdzenderdn, occupied this room; but by what
offence “all theinhabitants of A mul” had incurred their indig-
nation, was not explained.

In the evening of this day, and early the next morning, I
explored the remains of a city once regarded as the capital of
Tabristar, and celebrated for its beauty, extent and numerous
population; but now fallen much below its original unport-
ance, and wearing an air of poverty, gloom and progressive
decay ; yet several good shops still remainéd, and the bizir
seemed crowded with people; most of*the inhabited houses .
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were, like the bdzdr, constructed of wood, and either roofed
with boards or thatche(l with straw; but the vestiges of ample
foundations, and the ruined walls of large and excellent brick
edifices, scattered over a considerable space of ground, sufli-
ciently bespoke the former size and opulence of this place;
and excited an idea of antiquity although nothing really an-
cient appeared among them, at least to me. In the vicinity,
however, were some monuments to which the inhabitants
ass:z_,md a date so very remote, that all my antiquarian curi-
osity was fully awakened. I therefore hastened to examine
ten or twelve small towers, situate at the distance of a few
hundred yards one from another ; these were as usual, consi-
dered by my Persian guides as having belonged to the Gabrs
or fire-worshippers, (mul-z—tmfurm \.\. Jbe) s their forms were
various ; chietly square and oc tatrmml with high pyramidical
roofs, like the spires ot our churches. The l.itc carthquake
had totally overthrown enc and much damaged others; but
it was manifest from the appearance of two or three that they
had been m a state of ruin filty years before.  The reader
may form some notion of these bmldnltrs from the subjoined
little sketches of the two most perfeet, (See Pl LXX1H): and
of another that stands on the bank ot a very clear and mur-
muring stream, in a romantick spot, shaded with trees.  This
gumbul was distinguished by the name ol Shams-ar'-resil
(Jy= N Lwad), One of the Musulman saints ; @ numerous race
for wlieh A'mul was (and 1 believe is still) remarkable. T'hat
these towers, all composed of brick, were only works of'a Mu-
hammedan age, T had suspected from their style of architec-
ture, and ornaments of painted and lackered tiles ; and it was
vu!cnt that they had been erected us sepulchral monuments,
ot merely from their bearing the names of boly personages,
bul from the actual grave of the saint above mentioned ; this
was covered with a wooden frame and occupied the Hoor of
an arched or covered chammber, formed by the four walls and
elevated roof of that gumbed delineated with the other two in
Pl. LXXIII. My guides next led me to a spacious Mayjed
or mosque, founded as some relate by SHaA 1 ABBa’s or his
daughter; to me jt appeared much mére ancient, and wore
an aspect of decdy almost as melancholy «s the tombs above
descnibed; its dome or vaulted roof was mouldering into a rude
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mass of brick and mortar; and its walls had fallen in many
places,and appeared muchinjuredin others, (See Pl. LX X 111).
T'his state of ruin was attributed chiefly to the earthquake; and
after a lapse of four ycars the effects of its violence were here
scemingly regent ; buta tree of no inconsiderable size which
had foreed its way through some breaches ot the wall proved
that, at least twenty vears betore, this building bad been much
neglected.  Yet it was said thatan establishment, coeval with
its foundatien, still existed, for occasional repairs and tor
the maintenance of a pious elder attached to it, as a sexton
or guardian; in such a character, I heard, some seyed (s
or reputed descendant.wot the prophet’s family) now occu-
pied one of the wings. A profusion of glazed and painted
tile-work, was visible on different parts ; and the open court,
in front, contained an ample hawz or reservoir of water, for
the religious ablutions of true-believers.  From this we pro-
ceedesd tothecastleot Hu'suan e (Kalaa’ i Hushang (02 n 0235),
which to me, judging merely from its foundations anu deep
square diteh (tor hittle more remains), appeared extremely an-
cient; but, whetherauthorized to claim as founder, Husuana,
the second monarch recorded 1 Persian annals, and conse-
quently an antiquity of two thousand seven hundred years,
it is, perhaps at this time not possibly to ascertain,  “ Here,”
exclaimed one of my guides, ““the great SEcaNDER resided
“during his stay at A2mul.”— 1t1s very probable,” said an
old man who had accompanied us from the mosque, “that
“ SkcanpEer occasionally visited this fortress; butallthe world
“knows that his Grecian troops were encamped on yonder
““ sahhra (aee)” and he pointed to the open plain about a mile
thistant, over which we had ridden on our way from Barfu-
risk. That any local tradition respecting Alexander, should
thus spontaneously offer itselt, was highly gratetul to one
who lLad been long employed on the history of that con-
queror, and more particularly of his marchés in the East; for
though Hanway bhad given me reason to expect some'reports
concerning the Grecian ¢amp near A'mul, I bad uot yet
commenced my inquiries on that subject(*). Adjoining the
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(**) ““As we approached towards AMUL (says Mr. Hanway) the country appeared
“ still more pleasant; this city is situated in a plain at the foot of that part of Mount
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remains of this castle. was a wall or embankment strongly
built of stone, and washed by the river when more full than
at present; a burge (5,) or tower standing on 1t, secemed still
nearly pertect. Of this embankment I have introduced one
end into the view (P}, LXXIII) which represents all of the
handsome bridge and its twelve arches that the earthquake
left; and as much of the city as could be comprehended in
the sketch. It must however, be remarked, that the very flat
situation of A’mulis untavourable to ats appearance on paper,
as little more is visible than a few trees and some thatched
houses ; but one direction oflers a fine back ground of
distant mountains; and in another, within seven or eight miles,
are scen many beautitully wooded hills.  In the year 1627,
Herbert computed the inhabitants of this place to be “not
¢ less than three thousand families,” ('Trav. p. 198); and from
the widely scattered vestiges ofancient buildings it is probable
that 1n former ages the population had been much more nu-
merous. Borrowing the words of that ingenious traveller
(p- 199), as applicable now as when he described this city,
we may speak of “her visible ruines making good the report,
“that once it was this countrey’s metropolis.”  Ile also noti-
ces (p- 199) the strong and handsome castle, and the caihedral
or principal mosque; i which, as he heard, were entombed
“ four hundred and forty-four princes and prophets”(*) : and
in recounting his adventure near the bridge he mentions a race
of beauties, not yet, perhaps, extinet: for accident favoured
me with an opportunity (although momentary) of seeing
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«“TavRrus where the PERs1ANS say ALEXANDER encamped and refreshed his army,”
Travels, Vol. L. p. 286,  He alludes, without doubt, to the Castle of Hushang in the
following passage—'* Here we found the ruins of an old fortress which had heen very
“strong and regular beyond any I saw in PERs1A; the walls were of brich sod of great
¢ thickuess; they say it has been repaired every two hundred vears since the iime of
¢t {lie original foundation, said to be four thousand years ago; but this vuluckily hap.
“pens 1o be before the deluge according to our accounts.” ‘Travels, ib. 1 shall here
add two orsthree lines from Sir Thomas Herbert; ' the next town of note that we came
“to was Omoal, which some take for Zarama; others for that Zadracarta where Alex-
“ander refreshed his army in that pursuit he made after Bessus, that infamous Bac-
“trign,” &c. 'I'ravels, Third Edit. p 198,

(%) The reader may recollect in my account of Kum.(pp. 102, and 104) how the soil
of that city was said to be enriched or sanctified by the remains of four hundred

and forty four Mubhammedan saiats,
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without their veils, three or four young girls, whose pretty
faces might have attracted notice even in England(™).

This account of A’mul shall be closed with a few anecdotes
extracted from the rare or cclebrated works of eastern
writers, and arranged, according to the system which 1 have
generally observed on similar occasions, as nearly in chro-
nological order, as the uncertain age of some books and au-
thors will allow; and itshappens, timt he whom I must here
first quote as the oldest, and who is likewise the most cele-
brated as an historian, MotnavMveDd esN JAr Uk, surnamed
Avr-Taparior'T'aprr, was born in this very city, the subject
of our present inquiry, in the vear 224 of the Hejirah, or of
our era, 838; and with respect to it, we may perhaps, suspect
that he was not wholly free from the p.nn.nhty of a native.
His Tdrskh Kebir (or < Great Clnomc‘]c ') informs us that the
Scythians or Turduians under Arxra’sia’s, having (in the
eighth century before Christ) defeated sev eral tnueb the Per-
sians or lranians, their king “Minvenesr took refuge in
“Tabristan, and shut himselt up in the tortress of A'mul; and
“this 1s a place surrounded with numerous thorny brambles;
“and here the Twirkans and strangers were unable to act, whilst
“ A'mulabounded with provisions of every kind; cousiderable
“ quantities of fruit: different herbs, grain, pulse, and sugar va-
“ riously preparved (paniz ); there were stores ()i'garmuits and
“ carpets tor winter and swmmer; and whatsoever men could

¢ possibly require, might be found at A%mul; neither was it
“pecessary to send ¢ twu here for any thing. Then king

c«« Arra‘sia’s with all s Turkdns sat down bcf(ne the gates
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(™) “Thence passing,” says Herbert, “ to the river side, (over which upon a bridge
 of stone we rode the night before) to rt'fresh wyself under some In»p!ars. for, ns says
‘& poet of another like place, this had *“beds of grass and walks in shady woods,”
“ and meadows ever green, with crystal floods.” ** scven or eight more beautifull than
< bashiull damozels, (Like so many |1\|uph~ spraug ont of the water, as 1 guppose, to
«admire my habit  But 1 no less admiring their confidence quickly left them; baving
“ this in thought, Qued non vetat lex, hoc vetat fieri pudor:” for the truth is, 1 took
< them for Amarosa’s, and violators of the bounds of modesty, until from better satis«
“ faction | was inade 1o helieve it was simplicity and the opportunity they took to see
“ a stranger; for when the sun mounts to his meridiau, the men commonly go to s
¢ and the women then have the benefit of the river, where they use to swim and prnbnb
“ ¢ool their heat,” &c, Sir T, Herbert’s Travels, Third Edit. p. 189,
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“ of the city of Amul, and besmged it during ten years, whilst
““king Mixv'cueHr remained in the caqtle and was not once
“obhged to procure either clothing or hmd from any other
“place; for he possessed there such a superfiuity of garments,
£ Ldl‘pttb, llcrbs 'md \’E‘L,'-"Ctdhlt‘b (hi' every l\'inu, tlmt lu; occa-
“ how long soever yuu mdy continue belme thc gates of llus
“city, 1 cannot suffer any mjury, defended by so strong a
“castle; and to what distress can vou possibly reduce me
“ who here enjoy all that the whole world affords? 1t is not
““ necessary for me to seck any thing beyond this place, and
¢ here are various commeadities that cannot be found clse-
““ where; and accordingly he sent some of them all to Arra -
«gia‘p. Itissaid, thatd uring these ten years neither Minu’-
“CcHEMER nor his army wanted any thing from without the
“city, except pepper, used in the cooking vessels; for it
«prevents the bad effects of damp or moisture; and this
¢ country being sitnate near the sca coast, ils air is dili-cred
“by humidity; and this pepper is hroug_ﬂht from the land of
<« Hindastan, to this place and to every other part of the
“world. "Then king Misu’cnrnar assembled all his wise
“men and said, “what means can we devise to supply the
“deficiency of pepper, so indispensably neeessarvy i this
« clhimate?” lhey replied “in this place 1s a certan plant
« called Zinpibil (ginger); command the people to use it in
<« their diks or vesscls, for culinary purposes, as it will serve
“instead of pepper.”  Minv‘cnenrr gladly adopted their
““advice, and the Zinjibil was substututed(™): and when ten
%< years had elapsed, ‘Arra‘sia s boing tired of re maining
“ before the gates, and all his army of Turldns w cary .llld
“ hopeless, a peace was concluded with My~xv'cinenr, and
«they retrcated” (™).
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(*) Oge copy of TABRI (my MS. no, 3 adds here Cowd (= 25 T '})“"1' G 3
« and that plant continues there (at dmul ) (o thus day.
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We find A’mul often mentioned (incidentally) in the tenth
century,by EsN Havkar@ccording to the printed translation
of his trf‘l)ﬂ'laphl(‘dl work. “Itappcars, however, from the MS.
Siralbeldanto have been atthat time the capital of this provxnce,
as we learn in the following passage—¢ But the most consi-
« derable city of Tabristdn is A'mul, which has been in our
« days the residence of the governors, chiefs and magistrates of
« that countrv”(*).  We then read, in words already quoted
(p. 262), that Sdré bad been formerly the seat ot government.
In the Shdah ndmek of ¥Yirvavsi, A'mul is frequently noticed,
but without gay circumstances partlcularly descriptive; first
as the place from which Feri’pu’~ went to Temisheh. Its
name then occurs in the history of MiNu’caEHR, and of
Navpanr. Again in the account of IcHRI'RATH and the
Persian nobles taken prisoners with their king (Navpar),
whom Arra’sta’'s had slain; an anecdote to ‘which 1 have
bcli)r‘un{lnu.hu! (pp-104,202).  Allthesenotices relate to events
that happencd (as we may suppose) between six and eight hun-
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dred years before the time of Chrisg*®). Afteralong interval
we find Amul enumerated as one oﬁhe stages on Banmara'm’s
march (in the fourth century ot our era) trom A’'zergushasp
to Mare(*) It subsequently appears that Nu'sH1'RAVA’N
with his army “wentfrom Gurganto Sér: dnd A'mul.” Finally,
it is again named with Sdri in Frrepavst’s history of Kuus-
RA'U Parviz.

I shall now seek some account of A'mul in that curious,
interesting and entertaining work, the MS. Tarikh, or as we
may style it, the memoirs of his owntnuc‘wnttm by A“nu”L
¥ A!L,blﬂndmt‘d Barmakki(®); who1n|urmsmthatm the vear
421 (of the Hejirah, or 1030 of ourera) he accompanicd the
Emi‘r Masa’oup with his army, from Sdri (by a road of
which he very forcibly describes the difficulties) to A“mul,
“whence,” says he, ¢ came torth above five huudred thous-
“and or six hundred thousand men, persons of respectable
“appearance”(®). He then rclates, that the Ilnr'r having
passed on with a select body of his guards and servants,
alighted at the tents piched for him about half a farsang
I)L) ond the city, through which the main body of c-.nhllercs
marched to their camp; but from the attention of officers
plcvumsly appointed, not one of the citizens suffered any
ijury or loss even to the value of' a darem ; and the pms(mls
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) I wight have noticed A'mul as the scene of CarCavs's disgrace and punish-
ment, according Lo seme copies of the Shéhnimeh; these relate that he there fell o
carth from a throne or ¢hair to which several eagles were haruessed ; the monarch,
i n]uuuslv hopmg that by their means he wight have asc ended to heaven Bt fu,nn
other copies it would appear that he fell near the borders of Chin or Tartary.  Yet
the ancient MS. .MWijmel al Tuirikh, ascigns thix event to a place not very distant

from A mul, “ the land of Sari.’ (.!L\.\/.)s L,f)'w Bl W l')

(*" The places wentioned are A'zergushasp L_,«--ws) Ardebil L-l.*:‘"’)‘! A'mul
ety Gurgin B;; the city of Nesi \wd and Mary A

(! HiS name appears to have been ABU'L rAZL MuHAMMED EnN AL HUSSEIN

u-\w-\t“ Dy J.;u.“,ﬁ he derived his surname from Baihak or Bikak A
a lerrllury oi Khurasan, where he was born; aud he began the composition of s
Tirikh w the yem 455, a~ we learn from himself; a date equivalentto A, D 1063.
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déclared their admirationof those troops and of the discipline
by which they were reghiated; “and I, who am A’su’y/
«}'azL,” continues our author, « bpfore t_hc ariny was drawn
“up, had goue into the city. and found it to be very hand-
«gome and excellent; the doors of all the shops were open
“ and the inhabitants seemed cheerful and contented ; and I
¢ gLiall hereatter relate their change of condition, aud in what
« manner bv the misconduct of wicked men, this paradise of
“ A'mul became a hell”(™).  In asubsequent part of his work,
hie mentions that according to one statement (made about the
year 1034 of Christ), 4'mul contained “a million of men,”

L.:.A.a..‘).m I-\‘..'b J‘).’h ,} o!.:h'

Niza‘vi, in his romance the Haft Paigar (,(J.; b)), SAYS
that Banana s (the monarch whomour writerscall Vara'vEs,
and Varara‘yes, and whose name i pure Pahlavi was Vag-
ianra 'N), rewarded with the city of Amnd that celebrated arch-
itect Sueroen(™), who had constructed for him, as dwelling-
slaces tor his favourite prineesses, the seven villas or towers,
( Haft Gumbed) someof which, now ruined, (as they all ave)
I havedesgribed in different chapters of these volumes.  An
author who appears to have lounished early in the thirteenth
century, informs us that having explored the library of a
college at Rai, and visited Hamaddn, he proceeded to A'mul
and resided there five years: when, says he, *“accidentally
“ passing by the row ol book-binder’s shops, I procured in
¢ one o! them a certain volume containing some miscellancous
“essays”(M): and among thesehe found many ancientand inter-
esting materials for his Taréikh or history of Tabristin. We
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The extraordinary alliteration iu the fiest line of this distich may offend our European
taste, but is considerea a beauty by the Persians
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e describes the most curious; of which, in another f:lacc, 1 shall give an account
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must not suppose him unacquainted-with the tradition (above
given from T'aBr1) concerning the'ten (or twelve) years siege
of A’mul; for he traces Minv’cnenr from the castle of
Tabarek to Rai; ““and his nocturnal flight from that city, by
“way of Ldrejdn to Tabristdn; while his indefatigable pur-
““suer Arra‘’sia’s rendered the wide expanse of this world
““as narrow to him as the eye of a ncedlc”(*). His cnemies
the Turanidns (Turkdns or Scythians) occupied ¢ K husrau-
‘“ 4bad, a village in the territory of A'mul; and until the time
“of VaAsumec1’r, (about A.1). 934), son of Z1’a'r, the father
“of Ka'nu’s, the buildings of this village might be seen ; and
“above it was a certain tree which the people called Shdti-
¢ mizé-bun ; under this tree the tent of AFrA’s1A’B was pitch-
““ed ; there he remained twelve ycars, and during this time
“ Mryu’‘cuieRR found it not necessary to send elsewhere for
““any thing except pepper; instead of which a plant or herb
« called kaliehh was substituted”(*).

After this our author devotes sixteen or seventeen pages to
the (! 0l $3) “account of the foundation of A’mul;” from
which, (in some places very flowery and prolix)}1 shall ex-
tract the principal circumstances, and endeavour to compress
them within a moderate compass; retaining the outlines of a
love-story ; which, though romantick and improbable, is the
vehicle of particulars that secem authentick, and to some
readers may prove not uninteresting.
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gl Glulil dw) Gty Y o)k ) el o (V)
s.?Jf g.ﬁ.u D ) t‘l)’u o Ua.!).n This expression, which I quote from the

MS. Turikh i Tabristin, reminds us of passages in the Gospels of Suint Matthew,
Mark and Luke, and shall be again noticed in the last section of the Appendix.
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&S e MS. Tarikh s Tabristan. The plant mentigned in the last sentenccappears..

to be kalichh, as written ¢ ; but I suspect an errc it in the MS,
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We lcarn that in the land of Dilem two brothers formerly
resided, one named A’suTa’p (GY), the otherYezpa’'s (lon)s
who having killed a powerful chief of that country fled with
their families, and settled in the district of A’'mu/; where they
built those villages which are still called after them, Yezddn-
abdd (94 o) and A'shtad-Restak (36s0bs)).  The daughter of
A’sura’p was exquisitely beautiful; and Fr'au‘z (), who
reigned at Balkh, having dreamed of her charms, became
so enamoured that, notwithstanding the sage advice of his
Mibed Mibedan (.)sipe s9e) OT high priest(*), he sent many
faithtul and aclive servants into various parts of the world,
hoping that they might discover, from the description of her
whom he had beheld in the dream, a damsel of beauty corres-
ponding to his idea; after a fruitless search throughout various
regions, those men returned; and Miur-I'rruz (5,6 ..,
the king’s favourite and kinsman, set out for Tabiustin,
the only province which they had not explored. On his
arrival at Tisdan, ( wsdb which appears to be represented by
the modern Sari, sce p. 264), the governor of that city
united with him in seeking the lovely daughter of A’sura’p,
but without success, although during a whole vear they
had expended considerable sums of money in every quarter
of Tubristan. It happened, however, that riding one day
on the sea shore, Mi1ur Fr'ru’z crossed a river, where his
servants werc unable to follow him, and soon after he arrived
at the stream of Alehm (.4, into which his horse plunged
and was drowned, whilst he with much difficulty saved
himselt and his sword. He then wandered on the bank
of a clear and delightful brook that murmured through
the forest, until he perceived a damsel of such perfect beauty
that he exclaimed, ¢ if this be an evil spirit I shall slay her;
“if she prove a human creature it must be the object of my
“search;” (wwis pbe cowdedt Sy W80 sab dNa §1); after
many expressions of mutual astonishment and explanation,
she led him to her father’s house, where he was hospitably
received and treated with much kindness and attention for

b d o o o 2 2 2 2 2 = % A ad et d o St L DT IR T 22 L TN E S T TR R S Y .‘.—
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(") The ““Priest of Priests,” xar’ efoxnv, a title ;iven by Tasrr, FiRDAUSI, and
other old writers to the chief priest of the Fire-worshippers,



March 1812.] A'MUL. 307

three days; as according to the custom observed in Dilem
towards strangers, durmg that space of time the host abstains
from asking a guest any questions(®). After the third day
they inquired what chance had conducted a person of such
courtly manners and princely appearance to their sequestered
habitation. Miur Fi'ru'z replied that he was a cousin of
the great king, and had come to TWsén that he might enjoy
the pleasures of hunting, which, it was said, that placc afforded
beyond all others in the world; and that having outstripped
his companions in the chase and lost his horse, he had wan-
dered through the forest until good fortune brought him nto
the presence of the beautiful damsel; whom he then demanded
of her father. A’saTa’p declared that before he could bestow
his daughter on any person, however well disposed towards
I, it was necessary that he should consult his brother; they
proceeded therefore to YEezpa'~N’s dwelling, and as he ex-
pressed some doubts respecting the stranger’s story, it was
agreed, that a letter should be written to the governor o Tésdn
whose answer would confirm what Mrur F1 ru'z had said, or
prove him to be an impostor. A’suta’Dp immediately des-
patched one of his sons to Tésdn, and the governor, hearing
of the fortunate event, transmitted intelligence to the king,
who convinced by Mrur Fr'ru'z’s description of the damsel
that it was she who had appeared to him in his sleep, com-
manded that various articles of great value, splendid clothes
and costly jewels, should be seut to her as a present  The
servants of Mrur I1'ru’z having now joined him, with those
who brought the royal gifts; his Kind hosts fell on lhvn knees

before him, and he then informed them of the king’s dream,

of the violent passion which it had excited, and of the honour
which awaited the damsel, whom her sovereign mntended to
espouse. The king soon afterarrived at 4 ‘shtdd-Reshti’: and
his happiness was complete Our author next relate “hat
the king one ‘day inquired of his fair bride, how it ha; j« ned
that the women in her country were remarkable for v ex-
cellence of their eyes, their soflness of skin, and sweeis s of
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) u\JJJL ‘,“)-i _’) i) Al rl-!d pog s The arcient Greeks, according to
Eustuthius, (on Iliad VI, v,174) allowed a strauger nine days boiore they made inquiries,
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breath. ITeranswer, which is so written as to imitate the pro-
vincial idiom and manner of pronunciation used in Dilem,
expresses, (if I have rightly understood its meaning), that the
excellence of their eyes proceeded from early rising; the
softness of skin from wearing linen in summer and silk in
winter; and the sweetness of breath, from using milk and
honey as food(*). The queen, as we may now entitle A’su-
Tap’s daughter, requested that a city mght be founded on a
spot which she indicated, near the river Harhaz, and that it
might be distinguished by her own name, A’mul. 'The king
immediately employed expert architects in erecting a building
on that place which his wife had called Pai-desht, “* the foot
¢ or lower part of the plain;” and the remains of that building
are still visible and denominated Pdi-desht (eazo b)), now,
says the author, in my own time(*™); and a neighbouring spot,
in which edifices had been erected to gratity the queen, is
styled, adds he, the Shéristdneh-i-marz (3 £5\8). Soon after
the commencement of these works, a prince was born whom
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(") The lady’s answer appears in the Manuscript thus—
p a " . e s " - y i . [
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here we find the letter j changed into T and adje written for az, afrudje for afriz, and
s for sh in shir (milk). The use of v fur b in tdbistin is not peculiar to Dilem ; it
may be remarked thioughoul every province in Persia; and is authorized in a mulji-
plicity of words by the best dictionaries ; thus the Burhin Katea explains ;‘5 tav or
téw as equivalent in signification to :._.;\'J tiab, (heat, sunshine, &e.) hence tabistin (or
tavistin ) summer. The Ketan or linen here mentioned, we learn from the same Die-
tionary, *“js a kind of ganment woven. from a certain grass or plant of which the pro-
“ perties are coldness and dryness ; and by wearing it, the body is preserved from the
“bad effects of moisture and perspiration. It is said also if any person desire to
“t hecome lean, let him wear in winter a new garment of this linen, and in summer one
¢« that has been washed; but let him invert this rule, if he wish not to render himself lean.”
3 S g o o b L3l e )& a8l aale ) ey
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(%) w) D S q"nb Lo agw U oliis o 51 5 odbsgl ol The authior
within a few pages, speaking of an ancient castle, says that it continued to be inhubited
* until my own time, the year 613," (correspouding to the year 1218 of Christ).
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the king named, Knusrav ,.a, and considering this as an
auspicious event, he resolved to establish his constant re-
sidence here. A town was then constructed where the
present city stands, on the spot now called A'sbanch Serdi
(e luat) but formerly Madteh (<) ; here is now the Masjed
Jamea or principal mosque. And fine water was conducted
thither, from a spring in the mountain of Fendamid (saeaiy);
and_even in the time of YEzDA’'DI a small remnant of that
water yet existed. The city was at length finished, and for-
tified with a wall of burnt brick, so wide that three horsemen
mightride on it abreast; and a ditch or moat thirty-three aresh
(_5) or cubits deep, and in breadth one arrow-flight.  In the
wal were four gates, called according to their difficrent directi-
ons, the Derwazeh or Bab-i-Gurgdn, Bab-i-Gilan, Bab-al-Jebel
(the mountain gate),and Bab-i- Bakr,or *“ gate that leads to the
“gea;” and the city covered four hundred jeribs (y») or acres
of pround. In thisstate it continued several years, and “ the
« Kasr or palace of A'mu 1, the wife of king F1*ru’z, was situate
“ on thatspotat present called Kacheh-i- Kazeran, the quarter
“inhabited by those who bleach or wash linen, behind the Res»
< teh-i-bezdzan, or shop-keeper’s row; and at the same place, in
“the time of Sarip Arpasnr’g, (about A. 1. 1205,) some
“workmen preparing clay tor building, having descended to
¢ the depth of two spear-lengths under ground, discovered se-
« veral remaius of ancient edifices, with dakhmeh ('), or sepul-
¢« chral chambers and graves”('). When Kuv’srav the son
of I's'ru’z became king, he augmented the city and crected
mansions with gardens outside the moat; many persons also
from distant countries having settled here, he founded another
castle or fortress, and built it with clay; on the subject ot
these structures, our Persian author declarcs that he found
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"y Dakhmeh éasd or w2 Dakhm according to the Burhin Kitea, signified the
vault or place, in general, where dead bodies are deposited; but particularly among

the Gabr's or Fireworshippers ; La,.m'»- ‘JJ‘,'S d.r'b-J,g (See Vol. 1L, pp. 370, 374, 390)
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The Bezizin were, perhaps, more particularly those who sold clothes or linen,
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many particulars in ancient writings. Ile then adds, that the
s word A'mul (or A’'mal) originally signified (in their Dilemi
¢« dinlect) the same as A’hadsh(**?); and both were used to ex-
“ press marg or ‘“‘death,” in this.sense, “may death never
“happen to thee!”(*™). The Masjed Jamea or principal mos-
que, was founded in the time of HA’rRU'N aAr’rAasHI'D, about
the year 177,” (or of our era 793), on a spot which cost
eight thousand and thirty two dindrs; and the Mayjed was in
length ninety three aresh, and in width ten; on the con-
struction of this edifice were expended forty seven thousand
three hundred and forty dindrs. “And in the time of king
“ Fr’ru"z, who originally founded A mul, a ditch or trench
“was madc along the sea coast, in a line drawn from the bor-
““ders of Gurgdn to Gildn and Maukdn ; and the vestiges of
““this trench may still be traced in several parts of Tabristin,
«and are denominated Firdz-Kundeh”(**). From the same
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'y Hash L;'J:' used by FIRDAUSI to express death or destruction, (and uot vet,
perhaps, in that sense wholly, although nearly obsolete) is, according to the Burhin
Katea a word of the ancient Persian language; for, among other meunings, (sense,
reason, cleverness, life, soul, mortal poison), this Dictionary informs us that in the
Pahlevi dialect hush signities death and destruction—
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From a variety of examples that may be “found m the Zendavesta of Anquetil du
Perrou, and in Zend and Pahldvi Manuscripts, it appears that the letter a possessed a
negative or privative power (like the Greek alpha) when prefixed to certain words ;
thus a-kish becowmes ** immortal ;” and as the text informs us that dmul is synonimous
with hish, we ascertain the meaning of mul to be the same with marg aad hush (death);
wnd T suspeet that as one character served in the ancient Zend and Pallavi, for R and
1., some confusion may bave happened iu the word, amul, (as in many others), and that
it was orizinally written with an R instead of L. My reasons for this conjecture would
prolong this note to an unreasonable degree, and may be more properly discussed n a
future work ; meanwhile, respecting the privative or negative power of alif in Zend
and Pahlavi, Monsienr De Sacy has collected a multiplicity of most satisfactory
proofs from the Zendaresta of bis illustrious countrymun above quoted; and has strongly
exemplified it himself in the words APTANON xac ANAPIANQN, of a Greek inscrip-
tion on & Persian monument See the “ Memoires sur div. antiq. de la Perse,” p. 60.
“De petiaré, *“mal,” se forme apetiaré, *‘sans mal;” de marg *“mort,” amarg “im-
“ mortel;” de posan, “*enfans,” aposan, “sans enfans,” &c.
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author we learn that A'mul became the mart where commodi-
tics were exchanged by merchants of every country; Tabristdn
furnished “{ruits and reeds or sugar-canes, and medicinal pro-
¢ ductions both of the plain and mountain; and it was enriched
‘“ with mines of sulphur, copperas; the sang-i-surmek, (or stone
““which yields that substance used as a coliyrium for the
“eyes) iron and steel, and in many places mines of gold and
¢ silver”—* also many beautiful articles of linen, cotton, silk
¢ and wool; stuffs for dresses, interwoven with gold; all these
¢are exported thence to the eastern and western regions of
¢t the carth; and Yrzna“pr relates that in his time, on account
¢ of the precious satin, the fine brocade, the valuable scarlet
<< cloth; the stuffs called yathreb and kdafuri(**®), which were
“not any where exceeded 1 beauty or in goodness, the silken
¢“and woolen hangings, the carpets and mats, more excellent
¢ than those manufactured at Baghddd or at Abaddn; people
¢ came 1o Tabristan and carried away those things as articles
¢ of traffick, to other parts of the world, for no whére else
¢ could such be found; even in my own time,” adds our
author, “A'mul bas been the bazér or place of sale for the
““ merchandize of Saksin and of Bulghar; in search of which
“people come to A’mul from Irak and Shdm, (Syria) and
“ Khurasan, and the borders of Hindustan; and the merchants
¢ of Tabristan describe Bulghdr and Saksin as situate on the
““sca coast opposite to 4 mul; and it is said that those who
“ go in a ship may arrive at Saksin in three months('””). And
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() So called, perhaps, from being whitish like camphor, or kéfﬁrj).ilg; to which,
says the Burhan Katea, all white things are usually compared. Vlus Dictionary,
bowever, explaius the word kafiri .‘5_)}5\5 as signifying (like Babineh &i)g\.}) a well
known plant-or herb, called by the Arabs Babunedje é-",.glg and akhwon )\ s31s
The smell of it induces sleep, and other properties are mentioned which it is no¢ here
necessary to describe,

(") Thy, Burhan Kitea having informed us that Bufghérj‘.ilg signifies a certain kind
of skin which we call Russia leather) coloured and of a pleasant smell; and also called
tallitn ,‘"}L‘i, adds, “and it is also the name of a city near the land of D.irkness,
“ founded 1o the time of Alexander; and its climate is extremely cold; and parrots
““canu:y rowmain alive there,  Some say that Bulghar e the name of a whole country
“and ur one of its cities ’

ey Ul 5 aan Up ol ey 0 ol ) bl CK0p ot o



312 PERSIA. | Chap. 17.

¢ there are women in Tabristén who by their own ingenn-
¢jty and the labour of their hands, earn in one day filty
“ dirhems: nor 18 that appearance of ehtreme poverty ever
“seen in this province as 1n other countries”(*®), Such are
the principal paqsages concerning A'mul in the MS. « [1istory
““of Tabristdn.” It 1s unnecessary to quote a multiplicity of
writers who either superficially or hyperbolically notice this
ancient city, or merely repeat, on the subject of it, TaBrr1’s
words above translated. Thus MENUAJE SERATE(') as-

sures us that it was founded by king Tanmu’ras, an account
adopted by many subsequent historians of distinguished
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Acc urd’ing to this chlumdrv o %‘].sm is the name of a |e=-mu unknuwn,
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But in the Manuscript Takwim or geogra plutal t.lhh-s of SA'DEK ISFAHA'NT we read

that “Saksin helongs to Russiay’ * i) ) )‘ and they place it in longitude (from the

fortunate ishmuls) (J 3) 87-30; and in fatitude (from the equinoctial line) (J )
48 30. This differs a h1th from the pruttc(l tables of NaAssIrR ATTU's! and ULTUGH
BeiG, which describe Saksin to be situate in long. 8G-30; lat. 43.0, aceording te
Yudson's Minor. Geogr, Vol. 111, (pp. 100, 132).
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(MS. Térikh i Tabristén ). T el M\g M‘{

(") Author of the Tebkit Néseri (5o wolid, in which he often mentions his
own namre; and, on one occasmn, introduces it in !he same manner as AByL’ FazL's
was announced in a former quotation (p. 304), “I have heard, I, who am MENRA JE
“Sera‘ce;” palw rlge £ o (o He dates the conclusion of this valuahle
work in the Muhammedan year 658, or A, D. 1269,

’
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eminence('?); and that “ in A'mul a city of Mézenderdn, also
¢ called Tabristdn, was a certain fortress so abundantly sup-
« plied (during the reign of MiNu'cHEHR) that its garrison
« wanted not any thing”(***); and FAzuarLau describes it as
“a castle, from the battlements of which a parson night grasp
“the celestial ear of corn, (held by the Zodiacal virgin)
¢ whilst from its chambers might be heard the singing of
s“angels”('**). The ditch or moat, which, as I have men-
tioned, still appears very deep, was, according to this author,
perfectly suited to the lofty battlements, for it equalled,
says he, the ¢ Deryd-i-Omdn” or Arabian sea('®). In the
plainer language of geography, HamMmparran informs us that
“ A'mul belongs to the fourth climate, and is situate in longi-
¢ tude from the fortunate islands 87-20; and in latitude from
« the equinoctial line 36-30. It was founded by Taumu’ras,
«gurpamed D1’v BenND (or the enslaver of Damons), and is
“a considerable city. Itsclimate has a tendency to warmth,
“and it produces together the fruits of cold and warm
“ regions; such as nuts, grapes, oranges, lemons and others,
“in great profusion; and all kinds of provisions are there so
“abundant and so good, that if the city were shut up or
« besieged, it would not require any thing from without”(*4).
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(") Such as HAMDALLAH MAsTowrt in the Tirikh Guzideh: MI'RRHOND in
the Rauzet al Sefi; his sou KnoNDeM1'R i the Habib A sseir; MudAMMED SA'DEK
1sFAHA'NT in the Subeh Sidek; MR Yan1a SE1v1 Cazyi'Ni in the Leb al Tubrikh;
AuMED AL GHAFAR! in the JeAin Ari; #nl others,

(MS. Tabkat Nésri). S e g2 A o e X i
oAU )y e S A ) b2 ) & e ali Y, (M)
(MS. Térikh Maagem ).. opad Ll e Rape;

") u‘&t‘- 4‘1)0 The ““Sea nf Om#R,” so called from a province of Arabia on the
eastern coast. ltis, according to the Geographical Manuscript Ajdich al Belddn, the

great Indian ocean, or Behr al Hind oa¢ = extending from Chin. to Abyssinia.
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Awpbet gl Cuind, chap, xviii, \of Mézenderin ), A
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The printed tables of Nassi'g ap p1’~ Tu’st,and of Urvcu
Deic, place A'mul in longitude 87-20; latitude 36-35(**);
whilstaccording to the Manuscript Takwim al beldin of SApE 'k
IsraRA’NT, it is situate in longitude (S-5) 87-20; and latitude
(r.-;) 36-40. Of this place the ingenious Dovrer Sra’u has
introduced a short account into his Tezkerreh or biographical
history of the Persian poets. *“ A’‘mul,” he informs us, “is
“onc of the ancient cities, and its foundation is by some
« ascribed toJ emsu 1D, while othersdeclare that it was erected
“by Feri’'pu'~; and for four farsangs, the vestiges of its
s former extent may be still traced; and wheresoever the
“inhabitants dig under ground, they discover burnt bricks
“and stone or gravel used in building; and in this city is a
“ Char gumbed, or edifice having four cupolas or domes, in
¢ which was the tomb of Ferr'pu’s.  A’mul continued to be
““the royal capital of the four quarters of the world untit the
“time of Bananra’s. So it is related in the book entitled
« Memdlek u Mesdlek, composed by At BN Isa Kenarn”(*9),
That A'mul was the chief residence or seat of government
( pai-takht (s 5L) or foot of the throne) under Arvasur'r
(second sovercign of that name who ruled in Tabristan, and
died A. H. 640, A. D, 1242), we learn from AL Guara’ri,
who thus mentions also the grandson of that prince; “Ta'sx
“ AD’DOULEN YEZDEJERD, son of SnA’HRYA’R, son of
“ Arpasni’r, had been the viceroy or deputy of his uncle;
““and Mazendcran flourished so much in his time thatat A'mul
“ there were seventy colleges well frequented ; his death hap-
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('*) The geographical syntax of Chrysog;:ccas places Auovd (read Apov)) a city of
Tapragisrar, in long., of + 77-10; and lat. Ae-A¢ 36-38; (See Huds. Min. Geogr.Vol, II),
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See the MS. “Tezkerret as'shaara.” (Account of Muléna Hassan Késki). But I sus-
pect that my copy of this work ig defective in the passage respecting FERI DUN’s tomb;

au extract from the MS, Haft Aklim (given in uext page) will, perbhaps, enable us to

@scertain the true sense,
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¢ pened inthe year 698,” or. 1298 of the Christian era(*'’). In
the MS Ajdieb al Gherdieb we read that ¢ A‘mul, a place
¢ belonging to Tabristan, is situate in the fourth climate, and
‘““among the surprising circumstances observed in this world,
“may be reckoned, that sheep brought to the territory of
“ A'mul in a state of leanness, can never be there rendered
“fat by any means, but die after six months, reduced to
““ mere skeletons”("®). 'T'he last passage which I shall extract
from Fastern writers concerning this city, is the following
which Ami1"~ Ra‘zr offers 1n his account of its origin; having
alluded to some traditions above noticed, he adds ““ Dowrzer
«“Sua’u quoting the Mesdlek u Memdlek,a work of ALt sEN
««Isa KEua‘L, relates that fromn the time of FEri'nu’~ until
“the reign of Bauara’'sm Gu’r, A’mul was the capital of the
¢ four quarters of this world; and in this city is a certain
“ gumbed, an arched or vaulted edifice, on or over which grow
““ trees of various kinds; and this gumbed is said to be the
“tomb of IREGE, the son of FERI'DU’N ; and close to'the city
“ flows a river named IHarzah (properly Harhaz ), from which
“ the people of A“mul, by means ot channels, derive as much
“water as they require for the irrigation of their grounds and
“ for domestick purposes; so that there 1s not any habitation
¢ without running water at all times”(*"").
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(MS. Jehin A'ri). &t y

(Section the third),. ' S\ L...,""";"-'L"" 31 ala
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s (MB. Haft Aklim, clin.1V). Compare this with ! < passage above given.,
from DoWLET SHAH, (note 116). . '
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Such are the principal notices that I have collected from
oriental Manuscripts, on the subject of a city which has not
yet heen recoguised in any of the names left us by classical
writers, although from Strabo's desciiption of Tapé, the Hyr-
canian metropolis, or royal residence, in his tine, an eminent
French geographer, M. Barbié du Bocage, supposes it to
be at A‘mul(**°) ; but for this opinion assigns his reasons in a
manner that leaves the subject open to the discussion of
others: a manner always adopted 1n doubtful cases, by the
most ingenious and accomplished writers. The passage of
Strabo, on which he grounds his conjecture, I have already
quoted in my account of the place now called Cara-Tapeh,
(p. 276). Much seems depending on the latitude that may
be given to those Greek words which express the city’s prox-
imity to the Caspian sea. Can we apply the « uuwpir urip ros Sa-
Aarene Spvpevor” 10 A'mul, a place not neaver, | believe, to the coast
in any of its inflections than fourteen or fi:'ezn miles? and it
may, pérhaps, have been by many leagues farther from it at
the time when Strabo wrote, according to the reports which
I heard in different parts of this country, and which Hanway
mentions as worthy of credit, respecting the gradual en-
croachment of the water upon the Fand; so considerable in
the neighbouring district of Langarid, that a tract eight miles
in extent, dry and well-peopled at the beginning of last cen-
tury, was, when he travelled, (between forty and fifty years
after), perfectly submersed'*"). Itis casier however to excite

PSRBTSO OPPSPIPRIOOTEOP TSV TSSOSO LLBIRSSCOROD

(®) “*Cette ville ( Tape ) n'auroit eld> pas été d'abord la eapitale du pays des Tapyres
“‘ comme son nom parvit l'indiquer; et ensuite, u canse de son heureuse situstion elle le
*“seroit devenue de toute I'Hyrcanie; lursque les gouvernemens auroient été réunis?
“ Duns cette irlée et ('aprds les indications de Strabon j'ai place cette ville de Tape &
“ Amol Peut btre Tape est elle encore la méme ville que celle qui est appelée
* Tambracé d ns Polybe?” Anulyse de la carte, &¢. annexed to Baron de Ste Croin’s
¢ Exam. Crit. des historicus d’Alexandre;” p. 818, (Second edition; Paris, 1804),

(*™) Jonas Hanway, well acquuinted with the navigation of the Caspiun sea and with
the chief ports situute au its shores, mentions the *grest inroads” made by it on the
Russisn side beiween the Volga and Astrachan within thirty years; (he wrote in 1743).
“ Nor has this sen becn more ndulgent,” adds he, *“to the Persians; for it is confidently
* gaid, that in the beginning of this century the land, for about eight English miles on
“ the side of Lengarood tiver,swas dry and well inhubited, This { the more readily
“‘ believe as the tops of some houses are vet seen where the water is several feet deep,
* The same thing is reported of Astrabad. where the inhabitauts affirm thut within these
* fifty years the buy was fordable by usses, and now there is two fathom water  Cuptiin

“* Woodroofe heurd the same also at Bolchen.” &c. Travels. Vol. L. p. 1565.
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doubts than to solva difficulties; and I shall reserve for some
other occasion a conjecture on the subject of A'mul, suggested
by Plolemy; the arguments in favour of it would too much
prolong this chapter, and, after all, might prove less satisfac-
tory to the geographer than to the etymologist.

Having accomplished my original design of exploring the
forests, and visiting, however hastily, the principal cities of
Md-zenderdn, and having gratified my curiosity by a view of
the Caspian sea, 1 now resolved on returning to the prince’s
villa near Bérfurtsh, and thence to Tehrda by such aroad as
might lead me through some places not seen probably, orat
least not described, by any European traveller for nearly two
bundred years. On the eighth of March, therefore, I left
A 'mul about noon, crossing on horseback the bed of the river
Harhaz as at our entrance, and arrived after a ride of five
hours, at the apartments which 1 had before occupied in the
Bahr al Irem. On the ninth, in consequence of arrangements
deemed necessary by the Mehmandar, we allowed our horses
to rest, and made preparations for traversing the country to
Shirgdh in a direction that threatened, according to every
report, many obstacles and dangers from the overflowing of
rivers, and the badness or total want of roads. This day’s
halt afforded me an opportunity of again visiting Bérfurish,
and perambulating its bdz4r. In the evening I received two
bottles of Russian wine fromn the governor, and a present of
oranges and lemons from A¢NaTu’s, who commanded one
of the, vessels before mentioned, and he came soon after to
my room, with Mose’, an Armenian likewise, and captain of
the other. We conversed during halt'an hour in Persian; and
I learned that they were tdjers (o) or merchants of Astrakhdn;
and had now come expressly tromn Farahh-abid that they
might pay their respects to the brother-of an English, and a
Christian Ambassador; they would send me next day, could
I be tnduced to defer my departure, some arrack, tea and
Shamdkhi wine, of which they highly extolled the lavour and
the strength. They had been, during many years, well ac-
quainted with the neighbouring ports, as with those on the
oppasite coast; but feared that the rapacity and extortions
practised by the Persians would always check ‘commercial
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intercouse. Theydescribed the flourishing state of Astrakhan,
and the encouragement there given to industrious settlers, by
which within a short time, two thousand Armenian families
had been induced to lcue Persia, and establish themselves
in that city and other places under the mild government of
the Emperor Alexander.  What they mentioned concerning
the Caspian sea has been already noticed (p. 280); their
small two masted vessels were flat bottomed ; hut “the Rus-
¢ sian ships ofwar,” said they, * have kee!s,” ““ kashti jang kil
“ddrend” (3 )0 JS ._g..g::.s ); using this English word, and ex-
plaining afterwards, that in their lowest part, those Idléb ships
were constructed like our frigates. 'The Armenians spoke
with great, and 1 believe, ]ust contempt of the Persians as
qallurs, and confirmed the accounts, allowed indeed to be
true by many inhabitants, respecting the unwholesome air of
Bdrfurtsh during summer, which generally proves fatal to
numbers of the uatl\es, and almost without exception to
strangets. 'The plague of gnats, (or pashehs «&,) proceeding
n IDVHddS from the thick herbage on a rich soil, and the lux-
uriant foliage of innumerable trees, they represented as
intolerable; SHErTFr K1ira’n~ and others had informed me that
the prince was every year obliged to seek a place less infested
by these troublesomc flies, and of a purer air than Sdri; and
mn the warm season, 1t was acknowledged, that ipost towns
were deserted by all who could afford the lu\ury of temporary
wooden dw e]lmtrq on high mountains, with hadgir ( 2$ob) wind-
catchers, or contrivances for intercepting cvery breath of air.

We did not set out from Bakr al Irem on the tenth of March,
until eleven o’clock; when, after several hours of incessant
and heavy rain, we were tcmpted by some appearances of
fine weather and commenced our journey; the governor of
Bdrfurtsh having sent his son to accompany us the first stage.
At two miles and a quarter we passed through the village of
Kshen-abad (oW . 8); at three and four miles the river Bahbul
was on our right; its bed in some “places, though not by any
means full of water, appeared half a mile in width. The
flattering indication¢ of fair weather which had lured us from
the paradise of Irem, soon proved fallacious; and the rain
descended in such showers, that those who hnd guarded them-
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selves against it with the utmost precaution, were in less than
two hours completely wetted, notwithstanding all their bdrd-
nis (_J\)b) or great coats. Thus circumstanced, we persevered
until'nightin one of the most dreary, fatiguing and unpleasant
rides imaginable; going through streams which almost per-
ceptibly increased, as we passed them, from the mountain
torrents; or slowly tracing an indistinct path through entan-
gled branches of trees in the jungal; which frequently recalled
to my mind the words of that entertaining writer Barnmakxi,
who, describing a wearisome night-march, performed by him
in this country, near eight hundred years ago, says, ‘““we
“ penetrated forests through which even the creeping snakes
“ could scarcely find their way”(***). The country however,
in many parts atforded prospects extremely beautiful, though
much obscured by clouds and rain. We passed at eight or
nine miles a second village of which I committed the name
to paper, but it has been obliterated by the wet; we saw after-
wards some large and well-built farin houses.  In the évening
we met three travellers from Tehrdn, who secmed eager to
communicate the intelligence of an important victory ob-
tained, as they declared, over the Russians, by Liny1 SA'nes
(Captain Lindesay), which cost the enemy four hundred men
killed, and five hundred taken prisoners; with the loss of
eighty Persians, and two of their English allies. The king,
thev said, had caused his Nakkareh Khineh (6 5)i5), or band
of military musicians, to celebrate this event in the capital;
and the prince royal, Apsa’s M1'rza”, had rewarded Captain
Lindesay with the sword worn by himself during the battle;
besides two Georgian girls, each’of whom must have cost,
(two suits of handsome clothes being included in the calcu-
Jation) fromn ninety to one hundred tumdans or pounds. They
added, that the I/chi Inglizi or English Ambassador had
bestowed on the person who brought from Tabriz this mazhdeh
(es4) o1 “good news,” a splendid (Khelaat) robe of honour,
]
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(**) It was on the road between A'mul and Nétel, in the Muhamedan year 422,
(of our ere, 1030). » -
| Hjs comilys gglotey
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and forty tumédns. The night became dark before we reached
the spot where only it was reckoned safe, or indeed practi-
cable, to cross on horseback the broad and rapid river Télir.
Here fortunately were two men of Shirgdh, who in conse-
quence of orders sent early this morning by Suer1r Kua’n,
had expected our arrival; and now assisted us to reach the
other side by wading in the stream, and leading our horses so as.
to avoid the most deep and dangerous places. [ found myself
at last, after a journey of eight hours, and perhaps five far-
sangs,in Shirgéh,and again occupied the same hovel that had
on our way to Sdri afforded me a lodging; this structure has
been aiready described (p. 247) and delineated, (Pl. LXIX);
but all its formner inconveniences were now aggravated by the
want of dry clothes; for my servant Ismaa1r, the muleteers
with our baggage, and others of the party, had not yet arri-
ved; and after some anxious expectation we began to enter~
tain apprehensions for their safety, as the night was unusually
dark ; the forest road most intricate, and the river swelling
every moment. To assist them in coming over it, several

asants were stationed on the bank, and instructed to make
signals with a lantern, and to shout at certain intervals for
three or four hours. Meanwhile I endeavoured to dry my
clothes before a wood fire which filled with sinoke every corner
of the hovel. A dinner consisting of eggs, rice, and a tough
old fowl, prepared by the an whom Sueri¥ Kua’nx had
sent forward in the morning, (and who did not evince much
skill in the art of cookery) was now served without knife,
fork or spoon; yet hunger rendered it most delicipus, and
when I had uttered the alkhamd’ al’ ilah as thanks to God
for such an indulgence as this feast and the shelter of'a warm
hovel, and was raising to my lips a cup of very muddy water,
Dervi'su MunamueD, the groom, surprised me by offering
one of the long Russian bottles of wine (holding at least two
quarts) which 1 bad left in my room at Bahr al Irem,and he
had carried the entire day in a pocket of his immense‘Shelwdr
()j%) or loose trowsers. These serve a Persian of his class as
two portmanteaus ; and from the extraordinary protuberance
sometimes occasioned by a full package between the hip and
the knee or boot-top, the wearer agquires an appearance
exceedingly. awkward and ndiculous. Ao ample nammed
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was now spread for me on the floor; and a neighbouring farrier
having lent a pillow and lekdf (Uila)) or thickly stuffed coun-
terpane, forming the usual rakhet-i-khdd (e s)), “the
“bed (or sleeping) furniture;” I lay down; but a thousand
fleas seemed to have conspired against my repose.

On the eleventh, M1“rzA’ SA’DEK arrived from Sdré at nine
o’clock in the morning, having encountered many difficulties
on his journey from floods and torrents. We all hastened to-
inform him of the vu,tmy, and he resolved to announce it
immediately, by a courier, to his father the Vazir; but he must
have been perplexed by the variations in our respective
accounts, though all derived from the same source; for whilst
I reported every circumstance exactly as the travellers had
described them, one of my companions liberally added two
hundred to the slaughtered Russians, and three hundred to the
{Jrisuners; another doubled the original amount of both; and
swore that the irresistible Persians had taken six pieces of can-
non: and a third related how the Shahzddeh or prince (ABBAs
Mi1'rza’), had killed three Russians with his own hand.  Qur
servants and hatrs_,aue did not arrive until one o’clock; the
charwbdar (See p. 228, n.13) had been benighted, lost his way
in the forest, and suffercd many alarms from horrible noises,
which he solemnly averred. (and we did not dispute), must have
procecded eithertrom wild- heasts, orthe sylvan deemons called
ghtles (Jy¢). It was now too late tor any further progress,
and from every account it would have been unposs:blc to
reach Zirab until the river Tdlar, increased to a certain degree
by this day’s rain, should have dls('hdr(rcd its redundant water
mnto a second (.hdunel by which its p:ebeut force and depth
might be reduced. I therefore set up my camp-bedstead,
dried the mattress which bad been soaked in wet, and after a
night of most refreshing sleep, left Shirgih on the twelith, ai
seven o'clock, during a heavy shower of snow; having taken
Jeave obSuer1r Kna'N who setout for Séri, and of the young
Bérfurishi, who.would gladly have proceeded with us to
Tehran; but he dreaded the anger of his father. We found
that through the attention of M: rRzA» ALt Munamasep of
Suvdd kﬁh (to whom I have already express: d my obligations
P 2,36) our passage over the Bun-i-Keld, Miin-i-Keld and
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‘Ser-i-Keld (See p. 243), was mm.:}} facilitated ; as he had em-
ployed above twenty men in repairing the roads,and removing
stumps of trees and other obstacles. That worthy chief him-
self met us within three miles of Zirdb; where, having crossed
the river Tdldr eight or ten times, I again established my
lodging in the same wooden habitation, of which a sketch
has been given; (Pl. LXVII). Here the old proprietor whose
orange-coloured beard,had since my first visit assumed a pink,
or rather a purple tinge, welcomed me and declared that he
had not forgotten to mention my name in his devotions at the
tomb of his village saint; such efficacy had a piece of silver
coin. 'The great depth of excellentsoil, general throughout
the province, was during this day’s ride conspicuous, parti-
cularly in the vicinity of Zirdb; where the decayed leaves,
blended with moist clay formed a rich compost, or manure.
At an carlier hour of the evening than usual, innumerable
jackals began to howl, and this circumstance, it was said,
prognosticated a favourable change of weather; we had not
beheld the sun for two or three days. 1{lerel first remarked
the chirping of crickets in the hearth.

On the thirteenth, before we mounted our horses at seven
o’clock, I sketched the figure of a Mdzenderén: minstrel whose
musick, simple as it was, had pleased me extremely at dif-
ferent hours of the night; for scveral men whooccupied the
hovel entitled a caravansera (not thirty yards distant from my
room) had employed this poor fellow to entertain such of
them as happened to be awake, by singing and playing until
break of day. The instrument which he used was of the
kamdncheh kind (See Vol. L p. 288); but had only two strings,
both made of black hair from a horse’s tail; and the bow,
(merely a short bent switch) was furnished with similar bair; he
fingered only one string; the other, occasionally touched by
the bow, produced a bass sound, which sometimes, (I believe
accidentally) combined in good harmony with his veice and
the notes ot the higher string. In dress and attitude he nearly
resembled the musician represented in Vol. 1. Mis. Pl fig. 7.
‘We now proceeded to.Téleh by the road which eighteen days
before had led us from that plate ; and having balted there
an hour, went on two farsangs, to Surkhr-4b4d (oW\s ). This
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nanie is vaguely given to some mean houses and hovels called
caravanseras, ivvegularly scattered along a tract extending two
or three miles. The walls of my chamber were about six feet
high, formed of stones very rudely put together; the roof
however, almost flat, was of good rice straw, laid on branches
of trees ; light entered at the door alone ; up to which and for
twenty yards in every direction, the wet [T[:I_V was more than
a fool deep, as its marks on our boots sufficiently ascertained ;
this day according to the prognostication of the last evening
proved fair, and we enjoyed some hours of sunshine.

Farly on the fourteenth, I examined the remains of am
edifice, situate on the sloping ground just above my manzel;
its immediate foundation being an extraordinary insulated
rock, of which the chasms and inequalities were filled with
masonwork. This is the Kalaa-i-dukhter-i- Div-e- Awlad
(%) g0 350 4als), or ““Castle of the Daughter of Div’ Awiap,”
a giaul, or rather a chieitain of Mdazenderdn, celebrated by
Fiuvavsi. I have included it in the view (Pl. LXXIV),
representing the subjacentvalley and winding stream; the road
by which some ofour party were proceeding towards Ferdzkigh;
and. on the summit of a distant mountain the Kalaa-e-1)iv-e-
Awlad, or tortress of the giant Awva'p himselt; near which,
a peasant informed me, are other ruins entitled Kalaa i-Dy=,
or the *“Cadile of Du'z (j,0).” The damsel’s habitation
appeared modern; to whatever ancient structure-it may have
succeeded ; and (with the rock) was from forty to five and
forty, tegt high, on the side which faced the river  Iis roof
had totally disappeared ; the butlding was partly of stone and-
brick; some beams of wood still remained ; the plan was
octagonal, and inside there had been seven tdkcheh (asit),
niches or recesses, (besides the door-way) of this form §.
About three miles beyond this, we passed the remains of a
similar tower, erected on a little tapeh (&3) or insulated emin-
ence; this, according to one of our mulcteers, who affected
to know the country, had been Awra“p’s dwelling place; and
the more distant castle, (seen i the view, Pl LXXI1V) should
be ascribed, hesaid, to Du’z  Havimg.at last emerged from
‘the clay and forests ot Mdazenderdan, we b reaktasted in the
Cargvanserd-i-Gadtk, notwithstanding the offensive smell.
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Proceeding from dead mules and horses, half-eaten by jackals.
T'his building has already been delineated (in Pl.” LXIX).
The wind, though extremely cold, was fortunately not very
violent; and we eluded its bad effects by galloping, as before,
across the dreary plain of snow, and having halted some
minutes to sketch the extraordinary appearance of Firdzkih,
(as in Pl. LXVIII), I once more occupied my apartmentsin
1he royal emdret of that town.

On the fifteenth of March, at seven o’clock in the morning,
'we mounted our horses, and winding about the rock near its
base, tarned off on its western side in the direction of Damé-
vand; whilst on its eastern, lay the road of Hablohréd and
the Pyle Caspie, by which we had come from Tehrdn. Very
heavy clouds obscured the view of Mount Damdvand, but
according to the best observation that I could make witha
pocket-compass, its summit bore from Firdzkah nearly west-
north-west. 'The couutry appeared most naked and barren,
scarcely one bush was visible in the course of a farsang. We
were much surprised at the fourth ot'fifth wmile, oo finding
my spare horses, (the gifts which 1 had received from the
Prince and Vazir at 84ri) standing near the road and fastened
to a large stone; the men engaged to lead them, having aban-
doned their charge and fled over the mountains, where some
of our servants pursued them in vain. We found, however,
that their assistance was not necessary, as the social quad-
rupeds trotted along in company during the whole day, with-
out either rider or leader. We crossed a small stream three
or four times ; then, about the sixth mile, a river called Ndmri
(405}, of which, though not containing much water at present,
the bed scemed wide. From this we immediately ascended
a hill, and here begins the territory of Serbenddn (o). We
rode for above an hour on the highest part of very elevated
ground, covered with snow, and suffered much from a bleak,
cold wind. About the fourteenth or fifteenth mile we came
to the river of Deli-chdi; running in a deep and narrow diagle;
its stream not considerable now, and beautifully clear, and its
banks turnished with wany willow trees; at seventeem miles
we halted near a mean but well thatched building, denomin-
ated from the river which flows beside it, the Caravénserd-i-
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Delichdi. This is reckoned five farsangsdistant from Férdzkth;
four (but as some said, five) from A’ien ewerzdn (.\;yy ,2¢), and
three farsangs from the house of ABparnLAn ldl A’N, where
I had passed one night on my way between Tehrdn and Séri.
Some cold rice and fowl, brought by ourselves, served for a
slight refreshment at this caravdnserd; havin gcrossed the river
and proceeded two farsangs over hills and rocks covered with
snow, we passcd on the left a walled plantation of poplar and
other trees, called the Bdgh-i-Shah (s ¢b) or ““king’s garden;”
and near it, on dur right, the village of Serbendin. At
length, about six o’clock, we reached Aien-e-werzan after a
Jatiguing journey of thirty-two or perhaps thirty-four miles;
seckoned by some nine farsangs, and by others ten. The
room allotted to me, in a good house, was well furnished with
carpets, and thoroughly warmed with a brisk fire; which, the
night being extremely cold, I should have much enjoved, but
that every quarter or halt hour, the wind blew with loud and
violent gusts down the chimney, so as to scatter the ashes all
about myroom, and fill it with volumes of smoke. 7This was
the “wind of Skahridr,” ( Béd-i-Shahridri) and concerning
its fatal effects on the lives of unfortunate travellers wandering
by night in the snow, we heard almost as many alarming
anecdotes as had been related of the kindred blast so
prevalent at Iirdzkih. Although a man had been sent
forward, as usual, o announce our approach and prepare
the sirsat or necessary allowance of provisions, yet consi-
derable difficulties occurred in obtaining any article of food
either for ourselves or the horses; and it was ten o’clock
before my scanty supper had been extorted from the peo-
ple of A’ien-a-werzan, who being all saints, or at least the
descendants of a saint or prophet, conceived that they were
exempt from the laws of hospitality towards strangers, and
from the necessity of obeying the rakm (43,) or written order
with which my Mehmdnddr was furnished ; and sone of them
declarcd that, from their extreme sanctity, the king himself
could not, or rather would not, have entorced the supply of
sitrsat. This insolence of the Mubaminedan saints might

ive a traveller occasion to quote the punning expression of
gzr Thomas Herbert, who, describing a village near Shirdz,
in which he had passed a night, says it consisted of thirty
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families, most of them prophets, or prophel’s children-':' But,
adds he, “we still found lcast profit where such prophets dwelt,”
(Trav. p. 160, third edit).

On the sixteenth I rose at a very early hour, it having been
our design to proceed this day through Damdvand as far as
Jajerid (3y2\>), a computed distance of eight farsangs; but onr
consultation our plan was changed, for the inhabitants of
Jajerid being equal in sanctity to those of A‘%en ¢ werzdn, we
apprehended that they might also prove as inhospitable, and
resolved to haltatan intermediate stage. Itherefore delayed
awhile to examine at leisure the village, which in suminer
must be beautiful, and derives its naine from an extraordinary
agien ( o)y OF fountain of most beautiful water that gushes
from a rock near the summit of a high mountain, and descends
among the houses by a natural channel which I have expressed
in the view, (Pl. LXXIII) as it appears from the road of
Furtizkahs almost adjoining the fountain are some remains of
an old castle. Many bouses i the village were at this time
unoccupied; as in winter the proprictors remove to Telrdn
or other places, but return during the spring to cultivate their
fields and gardens. At nine o’clock we left A'ien e werzdn,
and after a ride of two hours and a half, (though the distance
did not much exceed eight miles) over hills deeply covered
with snow, we dlighted at Damduvand, a very ancientand cele-
brated city. As weapproached, our guide showed, within five
orsix hundred yards, a tapeh or rising ground, on the highest

art of which, according to tradition, had-stood the Nakkdreh
Khdneh of Zona’k, or the wdifice wherein that tyrant had
stationed his trumpeters and drummners.  Some stones are
shewn as vestiges of 1t; and others lower down, are said to
indicate the situation of Zoua'k’s palace. In the sketch
(Pl. LXXI1V) taken a little beyoud the tapek, 1 have endea-
voured to represent the town with the adjacent plain, and as
much as could be comprehended of those lofty mouatains
which inclose it, nearly in the form of an amphitheatre,
watered by a winding river bordered with witlows and poplars,
and fertilizing numerows meadows and gardens. For the
purpose of rngation a nahr (,¢)or cmbanked channel has been.
{ormed, which derives its water from thé river, and the inha-



