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bitants attribute it to ZOIlA'K. They consider also, as of most 
remote antiquity, a tall millarc" or spire, and some gumbeds 
or cupolas and vaulted buildings, which, however, to me ap
peared the works of Musc/lIlan ages. The great ma.<jed or 
mosque and ,other publick edifices have been spacious, and 
richly ornamented with coloured tile-work; but the city is 
much decay ed, and retains vcry littie oj' the beauty,extent ann 
population Ii" which it was Ollce celebrated. As we rode 
along the streets, several dogs of a large and peculiarly fero
cious breed, attacked LIS from th e low walls and flat roufs of 
,"arious houses, attempting to snap at ou.e he"HI ,~; and W e found 
it difficult to hinJcr some of them from se izing our horses by 
the heels. I was ,politely Tf~ce l\· ed at the halldsome house of 
~S.lI ItA t' Kp A:~, ~he 1-1 ukc!ll {f\-) 01' go,:c;l"noJ'! \\' hose SOI!S hael. 
"lsIted me atK edun, as before related. I he l\ Mill was Illmscli 
absent at i ','avall; after an cxcellellt breakfast of sweetmeats, 
eg"s, rice, pickles, fruit and sherbet, I peralllbulated the 
to\~1l and observed many relllains of large auJ comt'nodious 
nmnsions, ruined, a!i my guides dcclul'ed, during the wars of 
NA'J)Ill SUA ' II. That DU71lflValld had ollce extended ol'era 
considerable tract of ground was evident; and the inhabitants 
report, that its edifices covered ncurly four tarsanl(s, as still 
I11arked by the ruins of its original gutes; and that the Nak
Karch KJuiuch) above mcntioneu, 'VUs not fonnerly, as now, 
.outside the city, but skirted with houses to the distance of at 
least a mile, in the direction of Ai", c' ,,·crzull. I remarked 
several rooms, ceiled, as at I-'iruzkr.", with split or whole 
trunks of poplar-trees, laid close together. It was reckoned 
among 'the chief wonders of this !>Iace, that the great moun
tain of Varnlivalld cannot be seen from t.he city which bears 
its name, althongh distant (its base at least) only ")lIr far
sangs, or about fifteen mil es; whilst its snow-crowned summit 
is visible, according to local belit'f, ill the iilnilest regions of 
the earth. However exaggerated this latter part of the 
descril'tion may be, I can testify that the . former is true; a 
view of it taken from the roof of' our house at Tehran is given 
in PI. 1_XlII. That stui>endous mountain, as many pel'sons 
informed me, contains vasl quantiti.,. of' sui phur; and the 
water of a fountain issuing from it, is SUll ' 'ientiy hot to boil 
an egg thorotlghly without the iutermediate assistance of fire, 
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No on~. they positively declared. had ever succeeded in 
ascending to the top. which is at all seasons covered with 
snow; but many. ad~enturous men have peri,lied' in the 
attempt; they sunk, it is supposed, int" sulphur-pits, coo
cealed by the snow. Fe .. endanger their lives by climbing 
hig her than the lIIcciicillal baths; which, daring summer, nu .. 
meroll!!l inralids f"n'quellt; and 89 far, it appears, (lur mgenious 
coulltrYlJlall Sir Thomas Herber·r, was attracted hy curiosity, 
early in the sc\'cnlccnth century(1't~). Corlcerning this moun .. 
tain and the cit,Y to which, probably, it has given a nallle, I 
sbalr now extrMct sollie passap;cs 1'1'0111 tbe works of Eastern 
writers." \'hilst in the printed ve rsion of EnM'HA uKA !." 
geography (I" 172), we read that Moutlt"l>amavand was di.
ceruible at a distaTlce of filtl/ f~lrsallgs around; that no mon 
was f":\'er s,lid to have asct:nded tn its SlIlIlIiUit, anci that ne ... 
€orciillg to Pl'r~ia n romances, ZOHA ' K WCJS c(HlfiflCU ·tIi\'ithin 
it; that (I'. 178) it is the lIlost Eastel'1I of "lithe mountains 
in Tflbrislall, aud did not aboulld with trees ; the MS. Sur al 
beld(iI~ tilus Illore fully describes it-;:-" ])ulII/'mud i. a lIIoun
"tain of such cOllsidemble heighth that some persons hal'e 
"discerned it at the distance of one hundred tarsall~sJ or 
"still farther; and it is said to be visiille c,'en fl'()m Shi,./" ill 
" Pt'TS; and the humille author of this work has seen it him
OJ self fron i the .heighhourilOod of I.yfahulI; but he nerel' heard 
"that any man had been exalted by ascending to its highes .. 
"point; and amongst the f .. i\,olous and erroneous traditions 
"of the (Fire-worshipping) Persians, there is one which. 
u represents ZOHA~K as continuing immortal in a q,ladran ... 
"gular place hig h lip on tl1i~ mountain, where all the sor
CI cerers and magicians have assemhled, from various quarters 
.. of the world, and constructed their habitations"(,t4), The 
................................................... 

(1-) "Hi,her up into the lir iathe high .pukof DtlJllHft. by Stnbo ia hi. 11. lib • 
• ' called JtUUtf;lI: whOle lOP (abaptd like It p) tII.mid ) 'UWIOUllt. U 1()llle tbink .U otber 
.. part. of T..,..,: up wblCb defatigllHag hill. neveflbelel'. we ICl'I.IIlblecf. but with 
.. ditficulry." "'flit! reUOD wby we rode up w .. out of curiolity .lO tet 1u batbt. 
.. 10 geoeraUy rnorted {Co" Tra\·dl. p. 200. Third &thioD. 16&. 
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, Ilt~t page informs us: tha't in Mount Damavand are mines 
of copper.' (,~ ) , and of (''',I"'') a kind ofantilllony; I'nd (five 
paw··, "",'r), Lt, aiHhor declare, that l1e hail seen it frolll the 
cil \ " 1 '7t"i ; '. and heard that it load been discerned by several 
" 1;/r~( j lJs In)(11 a ..spot uear SfJ-vch ;i.llld it extends itself in the 
~'lIll1bl of other lilollnlaills, and its summit resembles a loflif 
u ('oIlH:al dOIllf', and ff'(HII, tt,s base to the highelt part is a 
"dls1allce of lour fansang;s,';as) . He then repeats the story 
of Zo 11.4, ' I( Hiid lht' magician:-i IImiff'lhe mountaill 9 from which 
a \'a,1 hudy of .nluke (~ ... ~y» perpelJ!allya.cend., 0F,R
DA.U~I, why prt'sen(':-, su 1I1l11l.\ old traditions of the Persians, 
has 110t olliitted tl~ story of ZOIJA'K, but particutarly i.fe
scriht's his imprisOlllllent in a dark unrlnarruw pit on Mount 
DalllnvulldCU»; alld this circumstance is noticed by many other 
)loell'> ,and rOlua,)cc writers, whom it is unnecessary to quote. 
EBN 1<H A LCA'N, whose original Arahick work I have Jlot 
seell. jnfOl'tlJs us, (according to the MS. Persian tranJation of 
it) tbat "f)/ll/lballOlid ({)ullbdv(Jlld ,,;,,1,;0) is a territury in the 
"district of'llfii in .Jcb'l (or Irak Agem), and hy some 
"caJl(~d Damln.llJ7ld" (.)jJl..J); but, adds he, " the form er Illude 
4' of pr()nunci~~i.o? (0: o!" \\'~itillg) is more accurate" (~ .. , J,l\J). 
In the MS, 7oTlkh·,-1 abmtulI, an account ot ~'IU1I1 Da
mav(llId is given, chiefly on the authority of ,'I.LI EIlN ZEIN 
AL C. 'T Eli, who, in his book entitled the " Paradise of Philo
"sophy ," (~J\ .... ,0) y'Z) mentions that from the village 
of Asek (....;:...\) to the .ummit, is a journey of two days; and 
this, (the sUlllmit) resembles a conical tower or pointed dome 

• ................................................... 

~ '-! .;.Jj "J\..J .f.! 
. ~ t ~ o,/"~) Jy, .. 
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of a buiJdin~; lind it is on evet~ side perpetually covered 
with snow; \lilt, on the very highest .part, there i. a space 
of thirty 'ncres (o.,-lr,!-J":) on which the snow never rests at any 
.eason, This space, lie says, is sanuy, and yields to a .person's 
foot; and frolll it the othe.' mountains appear like inconsi
derable hillocks, On the top of Damavand, he nuus, are 
thirty -fissures or apertures (t'»- ..... ), from which the smoke 
of sulphur' issues with loud and terrifick souods; ali these 
volcanick symptoms indicating, that U a fire certainly exists 
., in ,~e interior <.:a\:ities of this mountain; and so violtmt is 
"the ' wind which blows at this place, that no animal can 
"endure it"('''), 

In his extraordinary MS, work, the Ajaieh nl M.khl"k6t, or 
" Wonders of Creation," ZA CA Itl" CAZ"I',. I has celebrated 
the great mountain Damd'flUlld, situate in the vicinity of R.ai; 
its height, he informs, is such, that, on the back of the whole 
earth (';""'j ''''-':''.1.), there is not any mountain more lofly. 
From his prolix account we learn, (besides m<>st of the cir
cumstances ahm'e noticed by other writers) that between this 
place and Hamada" is a distance of eight merhilleh (<1-.1') or 
days stages; and that King Solomon imprisoned one of the 
most fotllJidable dremons in a cavern here; he Illultipiies the 
thirt.l/ v()1caai~' craters or openings, mentioned in the Tdrikh
i-Tabrlstlm to seventy; anrl adds, that hetween this lJlountain and 
the Sea is a space of twenty farsangs (...,(;..; "'" -f!); his account 
clOSt'S with stories of a talisman. "DamoVlmd," says the ge<r 
grapher HAMDALLAIJ , "is,acelebrated and vcry loft,lllTloun. 
H tain, which may be seen at the distan.te of an hundred far
"sang!); it is situate easl-ward of the territory of Hoi. Its 
H summit. is never free from snow; in circumference it is equal . 
.. to twen.ly farsango, and exceeols five in height"('''), He 
.................................................... 
N ",'Y.- tt" ' ",-I ~I ,j ",\t:.- ~ ,,;.r.-.?,)~ '" 1,"- is' (.fT) 
/oIs. 10,., •• ; T._i_, ~ ~ "4 ..;.r- )~ ........ } ... "" 
.jr.l- --,!,))y j~ J:...; .... jl ..;J,. ~ ,,,,-)JfA.o .;;,1..') oj ('-) . 
~) ~ ";.Jr> oJ". -j\;. .... .r. JI if' ..;Jo <l.i ..::-1 .,JUiI.,j)..A... 
II!.S, NoM, c.I.a, oJ?, ""'oJ'v·...s:;...j ~ ~)-t 
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-then mentions the fiat ground of one hUridred &.cres, on its high
est part, and the sliding sand; also the ice, which falling ~own 
the mountain. sometimes overwhelms persons and destr.oys 
them . . We learn also from HAloIDA LLA H, that the cbief town 
of j)anj(ivand "was lormerly called Meisha7l; belongs to tbe 
"fourth climate, and is situate in longitude, (from the For
"tunate Islands) 87-20; and latitude, (from the Equinoctial 
"line) 36-10. It was founded by CA'UMERATU ,.and the air 
"of this place is cold; and amollg the fruits which it produccs, 
.. th., Abba.i. are so excellent that they yield a d".hdb or paste 
"of which syrop is made',(l"'). Another geographer. S .• ·o E K 

. IUAHA ' N J, says that "by day a smoke issues from this 
.. mountain on which arc several cultivated and inhabited 
"places; these are denominated DmnavQlld, and the chicft(Jwn 
"of them D,1IIeb or Daimeh"I. J30

). This name is so written 
in the MS. Tarikld-Tabl'istall; and seems 10 form part of 
Daim6vaud or Vimut)(U,d, as the mountain has been sOllietimes 
denomillated, according to the dictionary Bttrluill KGtea, 
(-=-- ";Jl..o .f.r'U-J.i) \.#. But from the resemblance of ° d 
and J v HI val'lous Manuscl'lpts, ,t appears nflllJeil 0' /Jimel,; 
and the IJrillted ta bles of U r. va JJ I.lI-: '" describe lI'illJu!t ("""J) 
as the emporium of Don(;uwaud; a~tSlglling to it the !iumt: IOllgi
tude and latitude as HAM DA L L AH above quoted; although this 
geographer entitles the emporium M ei,ltUn .. -~T~ variation 
................................................ ~. 

)1 t?i- ~AJ~ ~;I) .,.;1 • .,;~ .)-'+- 1)1 ",-,-,I '+'" ";)1..0 (''') 
)I J 0)'" 7""''-'" ~l... o!J./"* .. d ~, I»- jlJ.I' , ...J-ji ""'.>Il,;..t~ 
MS. l\·,w..t.1 C.'.b. (d •. 1i~ . .;;S .,.,\.:.~ .lJI ) d.;~ "'-'H ."..4-0.;.l.r.-o 

1)1 J ..:.-1 o~' J~ l:'""," .J ",l.r. J-"':' J.<w" 0,0-.)) jJJ J (13") 
Se~ the MS. Tddfk at hab, in YOCf' . • ~J ~;,J !J.,;,J' ~,~I.r ,J,jJL..J 
The YOICMOIC a,)pelraut'.1 h'''t" bee. nO(lct'd h,v " 'flt t',. ~{ure '1olllt'd ; 1In11 their 
accuunlJ .re pUlly collfiroaed by Sir Tbomll!4 '·h ·rbt' rt. who Inn' ill!:" alrf'ndt',1 to vi~~, 
tbe meflil:iDIII ~lIIthl. all,." ,. w,e ~ould flilco"er thence the Caspian $('11, . Ib.-it dgbt 
~ ~ort' ... Iell ~lIt.ot ;-aboye IllS .compo.ert of lulphur ..... hieh CIiUle, it to Ipllrklt' "I cit 
.. IMAh' nke £1111. I I. pl~, .. n' object '0 the 1'", .. , but iO otr .. nsive to tb .. ~JUeli Ih,t it 
., require, , oOI"gay of iutick in tbe .. ~uding." Tnlvel~. p. 200, edition IIf 1U6$ 
Accord~nft tel ~he ~ltobhted h.i ~ lnrilllqs M ,'a ll HON 0 lind KHO!\l OKM .... Ihill pheDO: 
IHDOIl M ucrl~d by th~ Magll ns to C .UUIIUHUTM, who huing fOlllld Ihe hurlyor 
w. ~n or .... I~dlun S, A .. "I:, Ulurdered by. '''! d~-.ol or IllYllg('~, buril"d il in a pit 
of lb j, n"oHtaln, I.n\l ollilit' . mouth of Ih~ pi' kmdled _g •. ·at fire: limee wlridl ti_, •• 

· ~~.gtllDi mat .. , u ft .. me "lY-IfeS (requentl~ tovery 'UI, frout. the pit, .ad .iDU wto. it 
.... See , •• M5S. &-t .. ' &/' 'Dd H<bl~ 4.· .. ;r. 
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in these accounts may arise from the great extent of that city 
which comprehenrled. under the general name of Dam/wand, 
several (liffercnt vill.ges and districts. I have already men
tioned the reports of inhabitants who ~ffirmed that the gates 
and walls had indosed a space of tour farsangs I and GUard 
at the distaoce of two miles, seemed to me but a continuation. 
oftbe town. But the mountain has more attracted the nntice 
of Eastern writers than the city, however extell~i\le: and my 
account of it would be imperfect without mention of an extra
ordinary circumstance to which the poets frequentl y allude; 
while grave historians have recorded it,lIn,1 sOllie philosnf>hers 
endeavoured to explain, anrl reconcile it with probability nrra
ther po .. ibility . 1n describing the ten years siege of klnul.(p. 
SOl), I reserved tor the present occasion those terms nn which 
peace was concluded betweclIlhe Persian king MINV ' CHEUR 

and the TUTu:llian or Scyt.hian invader APR A'SIA B. Having in
formed us that hostilities ceased, TABHl thus proceeds with 
his nal'i'ative:' "and the peace between them was made on 
"these conditions, that a boundlVY should be eslabli.hed, 
"separating the Scythian Irolll the Persian territories. All 
H beyond thiS line was to become the dominion " of APRA.' .. 
"SlA'B , lllld all on this side wa~ to be MINU'CHl::Hll'S; and 
"neither ""as to encroach 011 the ot her's properly; and they 
'J a~rced \~l th E": !'trollgest man should h I:' ChO!;cH from MI
"NU 'C HEIlR'S anll.\' , and that he should shoot an "rrow, 
" which" ''''hen fullell on lhe g roulld. was to mark the houn
"dary. These: terms having bee I! Ihutually accepled, the 
"trealy of peace was writtelJ . Then Ml N l,'C Ii f:H It frolll all 
"his troops, selecled a d:rt,Jill hero named A'u I-;SU, than 
"WhOlll, lhrou~hout the world, Ulcre was no 111<.111 of g reater 
"streIlKth t nor one morc skilled in archery. The killg corn,... 
"nutllded nim to . asceud DumttvU1u/, which is nol exceeded 
"in loftiness by any llIountain, and thence to shoot an arrow 
"with all hi. might. A'KEss having ascended Damavqnd 
"shol the o .. ·ow with such lorce that it passed from the land 
,( of Tabristfm and tell on the bank of the river Jaiioun or· 
"OXIlJOi; and AFItA.·UJ\'B was muc.h uffiicted,as .it thus ~came 
u necc!'O~a r.y that h~ 'Slwuld resign to MIN U'CH.E H R hi.dulDia
.. ions .iluato between Sa,·~"., and the Jaihun; lor tbe tc!tma , 
'! h.~d been made and tbe treaty oigned so that he cOII1.d-~ 
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.. recede from the conditions. He therefore withdrew hi • 
.. arlllY beyond the river Jaihun, thus"CstabliHhed' a. the boun
.. dary, and M'NU'CHEHR came forth from the castle of 
"A'mu/ and retired to the land of Raj"('''). M"RKIIOND 
allows that this story is incomprehensible; yet relates tbe cir
cum.tance. as preceding authors bad transmitted thelll; the 
woncierful arrow, he says, was flying from sunrise till mid
day (,"') , This tale is repeated in the MS, Parium.!; .lehtillgiri, 
whel'e we read, that to commemorate this evenl, the thirteenth 
day of the month Tir (October, or "the afl'ow") i. celenrated 
as a leoti,'al, and considered auspicio"s by the (f'ire-worship
ping) Persians, likcthe N awruz or Mihrlf{l1t" and called 'L'irgan 
or the .. arrow-festlval"(l3$); a.nd 10 tillS dlttJOllary the river 
Jaihun, near which the arrow fell, is styled A'mu; and in the 
Bud,ti" Katen, more accurately (as it appears) Amuu(''''). 
As that golden arrow, of such classical celebrity, which 
wafted AbaTis through the air, has .been a subject of much 
learned conjectural explanation, so we find that sOIue have 
.................................. ~ ............ . 

(1JI) See the MS. TankA i Tahri, hi,to,), of MINV'CHEHR. III this aecount we 

(urther rCld 1IIIIt the kinp; "ppoinled A 'RUH (V:) 10 be commllnder o(al/ his aH:her.t. 
But a nue wurk (of which I hne lIenr U"t'li ~ second copy) declares dliit A ' R"'H de
'YotlPd birnJIPlf lur the wdnllla~e uf bi, lovtreign HUll the hOllourofhis counlry. wnd thai, 
a. he had foretohl, tht' exertion of bi. ulmost strength ill shooting Ihe arrow co,t him 

hi.lif ... , and be Will torn to pit'ce. (~ ~~ ~~). See tue MS. NtlfAliu. NarMh in the 

!letollo. of aucieul Perslall (t'divals, ct'ld.lfated during- (,,\...~) Tir ma". Of OCIOUt'f. 

"h-o ....>.,.. jJ"'';;~ "",WI ifb ",-"i)jl;:,' d'J (''') 
MS. RlJuul III StjQ, J1j~t. uf M]/IIlfCH~HR • 

• 
",I!,.. ))'JJl ..... 1.. ) ..... 1..; ~) d'~ ,\.. djl )JJ d

' 
J" (,"') 

.,,;..~ ","~ ~)V "",' ,.JJ.;f ,-&t,... , 
The I"arnw tJyde orOlford, who hlmenh Ibat hi, cu~'y ~,"thl' Jrlt""Kiri W,u tlt'fcclive 
and inaccuralely wTillen, teeml, buwt'Yer, 10 bayt' chit fly bllrrowt'd from it tht' account 
of tht. {edi".1 ; Ind 'IIY' tbat MI N V 'CO ts:H R WII8 besit'ged ., in e:Jltello 1iri,(uM," (i. t' . 
6agittilftUII regio). (~ the" Hi,lor. Relil;. Veteruru Per&arum," edit. I7UO, p.2<1.ft 

ud 40). My copy o{ the Penian Dictionary (or Tirid6n I,;)I;.....~ feild. Tabridd. 
(wu....J!'o') more coati,tentl), with the word A'flutl inunedialtly following. 11Iu •• -

"11 • ...:. """ ....... J..I ",\;...r,J .a;.;J" ,,~';4 
The u.u.1 IIIM11tr ·ofwribul T.Wi"'. wnh Ibe illiti.1 !., i, Arabick not Peniln. 

(1M) AIIIl, .eeordiDJ tt) Ibi. Dictiooary (in Toce!is Jbe BbridgeDlent of A·"" . ... ,.... 
.... ted ri .... ...,..tina 'Hr •• (Scythia) {ronl I,d or l't~rti., &1: • 

.::...., .a"1 ...u.;:..-r.' . 



334 [Ch,p. 17 

attributed the exploit of A'n Esn to magick, or to the auistanee 
of all angel: whilst other ingenious commentators eliv,est the 
story of its most marvellous circumstances, and suppose the 
arro"w to express fignratively, that the Pcrsians invaded and 
by their skill in archery, obtaincd possession of the enemy's 
eOllllt)')'; that A'RESH was the succeflilful general; that he 
(Ietcnnined the boundaries; and that by the magick characters 
inscrihed on his wonderful arrow, nothif!g more is understood 
thall the written orders which he despatched with the utlllOit 
expedition to the farthest borders of Persia, Otbers, how
ever, arc willing to interpret the sturJ more literally; and, on 
,the authority of different chronicle!;, DOWLET SHA"H intorms 
''Us t.ba~ the arrow was so contrived as to contain a chsmical 
mixture' of quick.sih·er and other sub,tances, wbich. when 
heated by the sun, augmented the original force of pr~jection 
in snch a manner, that it reached to M01'V. ltappears incre
dible, says DOWLETSIIA'II, that an arrow could be impelled 
at one ,hot to the distance of tort,v ... rhillell. or days jour
ney; yet we arc assured by the illustrious SHEIKH A'Z!:RI 
in his work entitled "Jewels of Secrets," that the great AnI 
ALl SI'N A (A"icenna) did not consider it as beyond the r.om
pass of human ingenuity. But if, according to the poet 
NIZA ' MI AU.U 'ZI, the arrow flC\v from A'mut t and not from 
D(mltivllnd~ the wonder may be reduced comparatively almost 
to nothing; for DOWl.P,T SHA'U jnforms us that within one 
farsang of Ma/'v is a plaee called A'mul, as we find IIear 
Samarku1Id the village of Shira:; and ill Khuar .. m a villagc 
'~hich hears the name of Baghdad. But on tht" aut'~.()rify of 
'I A DR I and other hi~torianG, we must suppose DlImdvGlld to 
be the scene of A'RESH'S exploit; and it is not improbable 
that the poet AR U'ZI, like other writers, used A'mm for 
Tabristdlt, ' 

After a halt of some hours at Damavand we proceeded 
nearl), two miles to GUard (0#), a beautiful village which 
the king had lately gi,'ell to his son, the Prince of Sari, uud he 
had (,onsigned to the jllris<iil,tion of his Va"r, the !Bther of my 
Melw";lIdar, Here thi~vnung: Ipan ~va. received b,.. inha
bitants vllth every delllonstratlon of a cordllLl welCQme; And 
as his guest, I partook of tlieir hospitality, Gl/Qrd (:#), 
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sometimes written after the Arabick fashion Ji14rd (.,j!~)., is 
said to have been a part of Damtivand in former times; this' 
.em"s highly probable frolll the vestiges of buildings in the 
intennediate space; and I should almost suspect that Pietro 
della Valle had confounded one with the other, when i.e men
tions hi ... passing.1nn the journey between Firu:kuh and 
"2,hran) several villa,!!;es, and among others a large one called 
"Ghilas or Ghilarr/"('''); hut that travelling in haste, he 
probablY chose Ihe road which leads to this piaee frnn' A';en 
ewerz{m, in a direction shorter by two or three miles thall that 
through Da.maVllnd, My desire of visiting the ancient city 
had induced me tn preter the more circuitous way; but our 
muleteers with the baggage and spare horses came by the other. 

On the seventeenth of March, we left GUard before six: 
o'cJ()ck; at three mile~ a road to DamavGud tUfllCd off on our 
right; at eight miles we ('Tossed a small river funning towards 
the south; and two miles farther we passed by the village of 
Bu-n,ehclI, five or six hundred yards distant on our right. 
This is reckoned three t~lrsangs trom DlIIndt'lIud; three from 
GU(I1'd allu as many from J(ijerudCS6) . At fourteen miles we 
crossed a brook, and about the twentieth or twenty-first mile 
1'31ted near the river Jdjet'ud, and havlIlg breakfasted, rode 
through its stream; this, though Ilot huH' filII, was very witie 
a~d rapid, and lifted off their teet ~ome of our mules, and 
others bdunging to a krfiluh froll1 Te"rd,,; two or three of 
,vhich were carried down by the current and almostdrowncd. 
Near tbis ford we 5UW, but did not enter~ a handsome hrick
built CarllVUllSera, erected by the present king. The village of 
J6jerud, thouI''' situateamung the adjacent hill" was not visi
ble trolll the spot where we halted. According to HAM

DA LLA HI u this river .!tijerud flows from 1\lount TJam.awmd to 
.. the territory of Raj;" he adds that it is easily and copiously 
distributed in irrigation, supplying nearly forty drains or 

• _ ................................................. . 
('.) .. Cllftic:,i duuque in (reUI, f' pu~lIi nh:t'rsf' ville: ma Ira Ie !!litre una grossl 

., .cbiatMI!L...GAILt. ~ GAilerfl." Vill(l:gi. Lellerv 4. do Cllz:--iu, 1618 . • 
.;,; .. "" . • 

(-) Sir TlmmltliHerbert, ill hi. 'fravelll, (tbird edition, p. 213) Ihrou~h lome mi .. 
take <prubablt of ~a4 fOr .T .... ;: .. ; hu de.eribed. ." .l:ItMN'At'(JII, fin aod tw~p,y -. 
"'.uta hom DtIfff'u..'~ . 
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1llUwilels; tluit Raj is chielly ~red by its stream, which in 
"lIie .prin!; season is subterraneously absorbed. "This river, 
"he adds, abounds with the;ljsh called Kid-aleh, and in the 
.. extent of its course runs five and twenty farsangsU

('''). 

Having crossed the Jajerltd we windecloamong hills for two 
hours and a half; then entered the great plain of Rai and saw 
before us, five or six miles distant, the cIty of Tehran, where 
we alighted at five o'clock, after a journey (from GUard) of 
about thirty seven miles . 
................................................... 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

= 
Second Residence at Tehran, and Joltrney to Tabri:. 

A MONG tbe circumstances whicb occurred at Tehra .. 
within a space of ten weeks, (tbe duration of my secQnd 

residence tberel, I sball first notice the celebration of a festival 
instituted, according to the Persians, at a very early period 
of their monarchy; and observed, though with different de
g,·ees hr splendour, through all the religious and political 
revolutions that bave happened during the COll"e oftlfO thous
and six hundred years. This festival is styled N01<TftZ (jlJY)' 
a n~11lc signifying the "New Day," first of the Persian solar 
year, and season of the vernal equinox; it c.ommcnccd at 
Tehran a little before midnight on the twentieth of 1\larch, 
when a gun was fired from the A reg or citadel, and the sup
posed entrance of tlte slin. at that moment, into the zodiacal 
sign of the ram, was announced by the royal drums and 
trulllpets, of which obstreperous instruments the sounds did 
not cease for many hours Next morning, at ten o 'clock, the 
king sent some trays, containing Kite/ants or dresses of honour, 
to be di'stributed b.y the Amhassa'llor among the English gen
tJelllen; a kahn or coat 01' rich golt..! bl'ocnde. an outer garment 
or haM p{aih, and two shawls for each, \rirh a specimen of the 
Jalest coinage, chictly small pieces of gold ane! siher money, 
struck rather to serve for private gifts 011 this occasion, than 
tor publick currency , About noon, and almost constantly 
throuhrhout the day, pistol-s anu muskets were discharged in 
various quarters of the city; there was a general appearance 
of rejoicing: thepeoplc intcrchallged little presellts oforan<7es, 
flowers and other tritlt:!s, and on every 4;itlc was heard the u~ual 
compliment" Ide-i-shuma mubttrek bf"h,J I " "rn~y your fes
.. tival be auspicious!" At four o'clock we accompanied tbe 
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Ambassador to court, clothed in our Persian dresses. On 
entering the A 'reg we were received by the master of cere
mOllies and other oiliccrs of the palace, who conducted us to 
aver\' handsOine rOOUl, ccilcu and almost lined with mirrors; 
the ~alls, to above four feet from the floor, heing COlli posed 
of a line yellowish-greell marble. In Ibe middle was a square 
basin or fountain, wherein clear wuter constanlly circulated 
by means of suhtcrrancnus tubes; near this tlw king sat, after 
our European fashion. on all arrn·c11Uir, of \'c r.v antique ap
pearallce; its legs beillg SII hij(h that his fect scarcely reached 
to the carpet. He a,ked 1I\e several <jllestion, respectillg Ma
ze1ldtrrl'll, and seelHt:d Illuch pleased at my f~l\'o \.ll'ahle report 
of that province, fo\' which he h~s a!ways entert.ained a strong 
predilection as the country of his trihe, the J\rdatw. TI.}erc 
were present three of the killg's sons, and olle of his sons jn 
law. After OUf audience. -his l\-Ia.1est..v presented to tile Am ... 
bassador a star composed of dialllOlld~ alld emeralds, Sllr
rounding the arlllS of Persia, (a liol) with the sun rislllg- over 
his hack) t""III.eJlcd ill gold('). This festival of the !\uuru= 
lasted several days, during which there were frequl'nt dis
charges of artillery and musketry, and dir;pluys of' fire-works; 
particularly 011 the 27th, when the king invited Sir Gore 
Ousdey and his party to a grand ('.xllihitioll at the A reg. 
Althoug:h this invitatioll '''''as not gellcrali,'" accepted. 1 con .. 
trived, with the assistance of a Persian frjel1d~ to wilile~St 
privately, the chief entertainments. The king sat ill that 
small challlbcl' over tlH~ gate-way of the A1nid,/It, which he 
had occupied at the Afuhal'l'el/1 ceremonies. desc rihed ill a 
Jor",cr chapter, (I" ](i5). ' lIere he re"iewed a I"';g lille of 
muJes (one hundred, as il was ~aid) each carrying on -its hack 
a beautiful Indian shawl, and a bag: cOlllaillill(T one tllOlIsancl 
tllm61ls in gold coin. These wel'C the prcsellt~, or rul her the 
annual tribute or revenue of I~lahdn) sent hy the AMI ' N AD 

nou I.. J:o:H; sc\'eral processions of me n hearing "aluable gifts 
of dit/"relll kinds had already passed belore my arriml; the 

............ __ ................ _ ... _-...... ....... 
('> The SMr ~ KMr,hid hfl'lli (~~\ ~),> ) r.-!.) or .. PfeUiliD LiOh and SUD." 

con~lilulc the n;./tfm (1,,;)\.1.i) (It mark of di.ttmction "ilb "hich bit Mljelty hu det()o 
uted some Euroucall ruinistcu. mHillarv otlh:fen and ethert. 
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offerings of those princes and noblemen who governed in 
various provinces and great cities of the empire. To the pre· 
sents succeeded rope dancing, and wrestling of Pahlawdns; 
circum.tances did lIot allow me to sec this part of the enter· 
tailllllellt will. such advantage as Mr. Moric,' enjoyed (in 1809), 
but I call bear ample testimony to the accuracy with which 
he ha, d,"crib"d it; and refer my reader to the aecountgiven 
in his H 'I'ravds," (Vol. I. p. 2(8). Tbe attack of a young lion 
on a small bull, apparently too feeble to resist even a large 
do.ll , ''''as the la~1 scene that 1 had an opportunit.Y qf witnes .. 
sing tillS day, which closed the Ide or festival. It is generally 
coni rived that the lioB should prove \'ictorious, for as a Pcr~ 
sian told me, land '" Father Angelo has observed) it would 
be ue(!lIIcd an inauspicious omen were tile king of beaiits to 
be "deleated ill the royal presence('). Next morning (the 
28lh) we attended accordill{7 to roval invitation the ht )rse· <> J 

race, u~ually exbibited at this season. A slimptuous tellt had 
been prepared for lhe king. about a mile from t.he cit":,-\ndls, 
near the Cazv-tu l'u~J(I, on all opell part of the plain; thitJu"'1' we 
proceeded at sevell o'cloek, conducted b)' IVI,'nz ;\ SIlEI-'I"\, 
ano took Ollr stations almost opposile the lenl. A VI'I'.y long 
and grand procession uf tire hllndred camels then advallccd~ 
each camel carrying a mall, grllldily dressed, who llIullaged 
a Xemlnlrfk or swire! gllll, placed imlllediatciy before him, 
whilst. his saddle was dl'corated with a slllall flag of difterent 
colours tllUl tiut.ten~d behind him; next. came fire or six e]e~ 
pilant!;, with splendid seats or covered tltrollcs, Ihslcned on 
their hacks, uut empty: SOOIl after the king: hilllself arrircd 
on horseback. alighted alld enteretl the tellt, which circum
stance ' .... as procJaillled hy the dischurlre of !j() III C "Zl'IlIl)I{rek .. , . n 
and the soullds of drums, trumpels and other instrulllcnts of 

4 ...................... ~ ••• "" ............... _._ ••••••• 4 ••••• 

(') This illg~nious lUi~sivnatY had s(,I'1I11It· lioll s II,r('I' linll's in Ihl' S!\lIIt' Iby {)\'N
thrown by oxen, Ilnd once (" 'I'll by II. lean cow, at lilt" /l/nuI"uz l'ddu<l h',j ill p"I'h'IJCC 
or SH ""iI iVr.BY M,, ' N; bUI 1111 I/lj~ "C'(:a ~ joll '1'1'0 Ji'"l.i Wl"ft' St' , a~ ",iml oue "'(. Ilml 
''-"!It'n he Jell to the !-:rountl. ()\'t"rplJ\\T rt'{1 ill lIlt' Ulll"'III;III: nlllt'~ ' , hi~ IIlrllat was imme" 
dilltf'ly cut by the .Uclldllllh, a' allY ddcar of !lle I.illl,:' of allil/wl,. "" .. uld h;!l'(' beell 
reckollt'd lUI ullh.l.l'ky omen ... Vid,1i Ire vnttt' lid i~le~s" ;::i"rn" d'il ( {' "vu r81l~)I" q\li_ 
.. Bozzio vt'rno. cII.ll'cstati gli li""1 tla i hovi, allSI II" IWla " ,U'l :l lU'l~ra in pre~t'nl.a dd 
., ret (SOLItIMON ) ilia ill '1u~1 CIb.l lar:,:olltl tlui litJui I;"lit' -· un lJo\"C; lIccio l'a.,chi & 
.. ,ubil,.) gli taglillho la gl)la; IIltrimelltc pameblJt~ <Ii uml illl ;" .: 10 choU rc tic Sli alliw"-..li 
.r 101181';010." Ga.zopbyl. Pen. 'p, 19a, (ilal. COIUlUlI in L rqtu). 



S40 PERSIA. [Cllap. 18. 

the royal band. The winning horse now approached, gal
loping with considerable fieetness; a half-.larved animal, 
which, however, IllS f1der, a httle boy, could scarcely stop 
near the king's tent; another horse appeared after an interval 
of about ten minutes; then came two or three together; and 
at last within an hour the ten which had been trained were all 
assembled; of these, some had commenced the race at a dis
tance of five farsangs or eighteen miles; 'others at three far
sangs, according to their reputed strength and speed. They 
all seemed to have suffered most deplorably, not only from 
this exertion but the previous excessive reduction of their 
food; and, as it was acknowledged, SOUle of those that run at 
this exhibition, do not in general survive it many days. The 
boy whose horse had won, was rewarded with a purse of mo
ney . After this, in consequence of a message frolll the king 
to the Ambassador, we alighted and were conducted to the 
tent. His lIlajesty sat, as during the last fnentionetl inter
\-jew, ou a high old-fashioned chair, the Amhassador near 
him on a carpet, illld tbe other gentlemen stood opposite, not 
ou the carpet, hilt IInder the shelter of the tent. The king 
received us most graciollsly, chatted on various subjcets, talk
ed again about JUazeuderan, and expreled much aatisfaction 
at my account of the prince's new garden at Sari, and of his 
killdllCSS towards me, which, he told the Ambassador, should 
be recowpcmlcri with a kheiaut. Be drsircd us to examine 
some dead hird,,, which lay on the ground,as they were exceed
ingly rart', found in the \'icillity of Mount DamofNmd; these were 
thc/"·IIU·-dc1'i ("'J.) ~) , resembling partridges in some respects, 
hot ullllost tn i(:e as large. ."The slIlell of their leathers" , said 
the king ... "'bell . hurnl, is an injidlihle preservative against 
" the plaglle." During this audlellce, which lasted nearly 
twenty minutes, small parties of soldie rs galloped abuut in 
frout . throwing the Jerid and tiring carhines at each other; 
sevcral of th t: prillces "Iso were close to the tent, but none of 
tilCll1 di~lIlollLltt'd frotll tJu:ir horses. ,"Vhe n the 'king .. set out 
on his n:lurn to the city there was a dIscharge of ZembUl'ekl, 
as Clillilsarri\'ul al the raec-groulIl.l. \>Ve followed SOOIl after, 
with tilt· lHultitude. It, would seCIlI, however, that lilt! ~cl6sh 
and Jealolls 111('11 hud dell it'd to thl'lf wives and daughters the 
elljo) IIICIt\ tit this show, for 1 could Dot discern one female 
among the thousands of spectators. 
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Thu~ ended an cxhibition which we must consid.er rather as 
an appendage to the NaurUz, than a spectacle belonging to 
the original celehration of that festival which, properly, should 
have lasted only six whole days, as I Icarn from various Eastcrn 
writers and learned Europeans who have ably illustrated the 
antiquities of Persia('). According to that valuable MS. 
work, the Nauruz N6meh "the Persian monarchs after J EM

"SHl'O divided a portion of the month Farvardiu ,or March) 
"into six parts, which constituled this festi,'al; t.he first wa~ for 
"kings of princes; the second tor nobles; tht' I hinl lor !:jer· 
H vants; the fourth for de pendants and relations; the tift b for 
"the lower classes of people ill general, and the sixth fol' pea
"sants. And during the Sastllliau dynasty, it was CllShHllary 

"for the king to begin the Naul'uz, sitting each day for tilt: 
"rec.:eptiqn of a different class, tt) who III he dispensed his 
"favours; and the sixth day he passed in private, With a few 
"parlieular favuurltes alld spied cOlllpaniolls, wht!refor,: this 
"day was entitled the Nauru: Kltci,~elt; 011 this day .. alsIJ, by 
"the king's couHuand, the presents which had been collpcted, 
"were brought furth into his presence, and he, ha,ring jn~ 
"spected them, distributed some among the pp.ople, and 
"caused tht' reuHlindcr to b~ deposited in hi!'i treasury"t4

). 

The six da)'s of this festival are likewise mentioned in that 
excellent 1\18. Farhan?: or dictionary the Jeh(l11gil'i, which 
relates uncler the article lVaurllz Illany otht'l' eireulllstallce~ 
concerning it; and the Far/uwg 13uriulu K/,lea gin;s nearly 

................. ~ ..... ~ ............ ~~ ....•.....•.. 
c) TluA lI)dt, it) Ili :s "\ii1o'lor;a l~djg. Vt'llr. PI~rS ; lrum," dlHp xi:'l. . ( 'huu, 17110, 

p. 2:17 ) ... Naill e~1 f,-slum Hf'x ~~ m\' rull :;CII H'X Ilierul1l:' Alld · r\lI(lu~til I'll '-('rroll 
i ll iJis "U~ II '::t'S Civilo.'s t't Reli!:!"," &-c . Zf'nilave'\ ,I , TOIII, II. p,1)7-t ... Lei l"toll's II'~ 
.. plu, :sHIf'lUlldll·.~dll·Z lei PlI' ~'t" sOllt-lo. Lc 1\'0 ,'ore: l"l!SI ,j d ire It: JlOIfI1t'QU (I,' pr, . 
" mitr) jour (de tann6( )" Cclle fe te du!"e six j()ur.~, " 

.).j~ ~ ,oJ)! 4.-=-~ o¥t'~ j\ ~ V'I) Jy... ~~,~~)J; ot... J (~) 
J .,r.1~ ~ ~)~ ~ .. ~ "'-'f~ ~, ' ~ "';1,":'1 "'-~ ~rJ ....5,1. ~ J,I 
I~\ 4\.i,",~ 4,{ .J~ I,!JI 'J"'~I ('_) J ~1~;:~ ~ r ':' 4..-.\.:: ~ ~~~ 1,!J~.J.i 
j,) J .J~ ,,;./L ... \ 1,!!\~1~ J ~':::"':;;' j ~ J..i.!,\l. ....:-...:-- ),J jb, .,j..:. .. )')~ j,.r. 
~\a:. j,J,'; ')j' J ~.~\ ~.s~?jI , I.I'L;. ~~.).i , ) ... .,-.ar· ~ .Jj~ ~~ ~~ . . 
iii J ~~.r"'- ,"'" ~ & ~.I .... & o"..~ ;.1 ,~ o\~ j,) J. )0 J .. ~~ 

"''l.+- .. ~O/ ~.j\.' J.>J+. ,-,-"..i ~~). l ~~ • ',..; .... 1 • . 
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the same aceonnt with some little addition; it informs u. that 
J.lnuru: ()))y), siglllfying rUZ p t-llaw (J~Jl) or "the new day," 
is two-fold; one ~alled Naun,: Aam('h ( ... 1.), the popular or 
\'uiO'ar; the other Nauru: Kluiseh (~\,;..), the 10iclect or noble. 
Th~t strled Aamc!t happens on the first day or the month 
Pat1:f1l'liin (c),J . .)) .. V;), or 1\lareh; when sol begins to enter aries, 
and his arrival at this point is reckoned the first moment of 
:-.pnn:.!. Jt is said that on this da), the Almighty created the 
world, and that by divine command the seven planets first 
hC(Jan to move in the 5i,,0-11 of aries; Adam also was created 

~ r 
on tJlis day, and therefore iL is entitled 1\ miniz or "the new 
H day.It llut ncconliilg to some tradiliolls, J EMSH (n, whose 
1l<l1llt' was originaJly .J n.t, and wbolll the Arahs denominate 
]\.f~'J'U'SAI.I~ [\1I (t'L!.~)~ ha\'~~}g tril\'clled rOllnd the world, 
urn\'l,d at lell!..';I" III A ':.crba!J<lIl, where he cHused a throne 
richly studded wilh jewels to he placed in n lofty situation, 
and facing the East; tllt~ll. having put a splenoid ero'''·n upon 
hia head, "he asecndcd the throne. and sat ill slich a manner 
that the risin o· sun glistened 011 the brilliallt omaments of his 

~ . 
crown and seat with a (la7.zling lust.re; anci the people being 
delight ed, exclaimed, "This is the New Day;" amI as bright
ness or tight is expressed in the Puh/lJ11i language by SM.d, 
this word was added to hi:; ori~lnal namt'> J EM, and the 
monarch has been since rntitled J EMsH 1 'n; and a grcHt fes
tival was at that time cclchrated. which custom has established 
on the annual recurrence of this day: and the Nam'uz Khasc/t 
Impp"ns on tile day named KIIII/'ddd (dJ"':'). which is I.he SIXth 
of the month l'arlJ(f1·din. (or March). On this day kill~.J gM
S II J ~ D a,~ai Il sf.'atcd hilllsel f l'q)OIl the tll rOIlC, and ClSSCIII hied 
his nohlcs, and addressed the peo ple with atfability, sayill<T, 
"Y c.: (lrc creatures of the Almighty God, and it is med that yOe 
should rcnder your bodies pure by ablutiolls with water, and 
that JC should employ jour,ch'es ill devotion and thanks
gi"'illg to the Lord; aud on every return of this day ye shall 
observe these ceremonies." Therefure they called that day . 
the Nml1'l~z-e·K hIi.H'h. It is hilld, that the Akas7'ch or Sasa
lIinns were acccustomed c\'cry scaf, from tbe lesse r to the 
greater Nauru:, a spact: uf six days, to comply with the re
<}l~CS~S or their suhjects. ::mulo liberate prisoners and panlon 
crllmnah;~ occupying thcmschcs in fcslivity and r~joicing; 
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and the word Nauruz is written after the Arabick manner, 
VJr.') Nirftz. '1'0 the Nauru, I ,"ssi/:Ilcd (in p. 337) an anti
quity uf,two thOl .. sall~ six hUlld~ed years, SUPf~()si.l1g tha~ king 
J EMSH I 1>, who l!:i SUIt! to have Illslltutcd the testlval, reIgned 

about eight centuries before the era of Christ. according to Sir 
W Jones's morlcratc calculation, (Sec his "Shurt History of 
"Persia"). Dr. Hyde has collected ill his adlllirable treatise 
on the religioll or the ancicnt "Persians. many interesting par .. 
ticulars of their solar ,Year alld variolls festivals; telling us in 
general terms that all Eastern traditiuns agree respecting 
J EMS III 'D's reformation of the calendar before IIsed, clud his 
institution of the new epoch, which continued ulltil the 
tillle 01 Y I~z n E(; A It u, last IllOnarch of the Sasanian d.ynusty, 
who in the veal' (If ollr era 6:3-2 Introduced that which bcar~ 
his name. 'Y ct this learned alltiquary seems to cOlisider a~ 
}abulous those traditions which attribtlte to Jp .. \of ~Hl'n the 
festival, as it exists at rl't:"s~llt with its division of ~jx days, 
and lesser and greatt:"r IVal/l'u:. This, he COIII.Clld'l!S. was the 
work of In.A ' L AD DI'N l\ol,,:r.EK SH.t'H, third ~Idlan of tilt! 
Se{jl'tkiallli.llnil ,'y', a prilice who rei~lIed in the clc re ut.h celltury 
ofChri~t. (See J-Jyd e's Reli.J! . Vet. Pel's. cappo xi\'. xix). Now, 
althollgh ill the .I(llIIia (It Helalyat. ano lIlilll'y l\JS. chrollicles 
of l)Iost rcspectahle hislorialls, F .. \:l.I.A L 1. /\ II, BE.IZ /~ ·VI, Ih:
N A "K ETI, ]\:Il 'It K liON D, his SOli K liON D EM I ' H, nlld the whol i~ 
multitude of Illillor authors who copy one I"rolll ,llIulher, tlw 
l\'OlI1"lZ is said to ha ve bt'clI ill~titllted by "1·; :USIlI ' U. \Tt l 
shuuld lIot weigh Iheir asserliom. i1!!;UlIst tile d(JlIht ~ or sllt:h a 
mUll a§ Hyde, llUr suppose that the.Y· had t'fI'oll c ll(lsly Ci"iCIlhed 

to the ancicllt. mOllarch, what \\'as ill reality, the work of a 
princt', clllllparalivt:iy lllodcl'll, did it lIot appear that bdi.}rc 
S U L'I'A ' N J g t. A L 10: D D I'N was born, two vel Y (~l'l('bra t cd \\" n tel's 
had alrt'ady traced the festival up 10.J E ,\ISIII ' P 'S \"\.' i,t! ll. These 
writer:; arc TABHI alld FlltD /\US I whose works 1.>1'. l!vdc 
seems to have attentively studied , a1ld ottell quott's \\'ilh'tIH~ 
rcspet:t due to :;uch vell~rahlc lHltliorilY. Jt. is p()s~ible that 
the MalJlIscriph which he consilited lIIay have hct'll illlpcr. 
teet, like too mall'y olilel' Eastcl'lI wrilillgs. frOllJ the ollIission 
of ctlrtain flaSSiliTt'S, throuo'/i the IH.vrjltrelll:e til' ju'uorallce or r 0 ~ ~ ~ " 

transcribers; but It is \I0l' \'ery proha 'l le that his copies of 
T41llU and FIRDAtl., should both happen to be defective 
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in the particular -history of J EMSH ['". T)II'ce fine copies of 
TAllRr'S dlfonidc, and funrof FIHDA US J'S poem, now lyiurr 
hefore me, agree in stating that the name of Nau1'uz was first 
bestowed 011 It mem()rable day du ring the reign of J E MSH I ' D. 

Havin~ related llIan)' acts of this monarch, the historiou adds 
that U he afle rwards assembled the sages and learned onen, 
U and placed them belore his thron!" and he himself sat upon 
H the throne, and admini stered justice, and all the peo ple 
H were gathered together around hill I, and that day was named 
u ~ra'Ur{,z, or "the new day"e) . }'lRDAUSl, in a vcr'y early 
partot' his ShftlllllilllCh, describes the power and the virtues of 
J EMslll'n; his \'ilriolls iu\'cntiolls a ncl th e lIse ful arts whi ch 
he introd uced alU o lI g men; his t1idsion of the P ersians into 
f(m!" c la sses, illl(l I\;s '~'i p1cndid throne; "around which," says 
1;'1 It UA US I, H all the peo ple crowd ed, l o~ t ill alllazemell t at 
"his glory Hil t! prosperity. On JEl\I SH"U they scatttred 
"precio us jewels, aud called thal day the ., flew da'y." It 
"was tilt; hegiuning o f the Ilew 'year, Oil the day .I1orJlmzc/ 
"ill the mouth of l'il71'frrr/iu (or 1\!I al'c h), , ... ·hell the body was 
" relieved from hltignc, and the mind from anger or \'.cxo.tion, 
"that -the no hles to ex press thei r delight, prepared a hallquet 
"of wine, and called fur musical instrume nt!ol and sweet sing .. 
" ing minstrels. .From this time an auspicious festi\'a l of 
If the same kind has continued among liS; a memorial of the 
H ancient kings"l") . 
................................................... 
~ ~ ,") .;.,;l:.,; ~ W. , o,i4 ~ ~l.k , l.!... v-i (') 

'-.,;4 r~ ;:Jf low.) ",I) o,i.., ..... 1 oj vI,;. 4A) ':;Jj J IJ) 

Tll r iJ.la Tubri ( R('i:.:n o( J tnot SH(U). So 'h~ pllbltl!~ i~ " ' liUe ll ill the lWei 11111101 au<'ient 

"',pit's "f my c"II f>("tion ; oDe IJlIIYillg (artt'r 1I1t~ woni ~w.. ) II.n inletlill('lIr IIddil illn, , bul 

JI-.,'~)J.) ~ !>i;:lIif.\ing (Ihl' he assembled Ihe wile lIIen) " Dtlt ariu;,. day ill! 

the y ftl r: " und a fhird COPY. Int)fIt'OI Hnd t .. ple lt' with i nl f'rpIJIHlion~ from the workl 
,,( aullltlU t wo tlr \llrt'(' ceQlurleslatt' r !h.m 1'''UII.I. mentioullhe , itt in~ of J I~ AoUUU 'D 
in "it" H·, tl olju$lice, utl .lmg tbill 

~ ~ .",AI I..J. ,oliJj;.!.& ») ,) ~ ""J.J,l} ,I. jI JJ! i1J' AI 
"it ,,'<l i 011 the llay of llormuz in lh"lIIol,lh of FurtJ"rdin \or M\lrdl j: tia{' lIlh ..... made 
" llaut d.ey Ihe ~D1U'.u, a f('.li Y:.1 ~ till obwl\'ed anulU/; II • ." 1"R1 iociiul'd ht 'UMprct 
I h .. , the' rll.Qscnbtr o ( till ' lIloclerli C()()y. hal bOtrl)Wefl hi, informillion cOllcerniufJ the 
t\"y flortMU:, tht monlb Fartcrr,(i., lind tile cOlltibu.'ion of t be NtI.,nu, INII:I IMDoI 
ytt~C~ of F1RD4UII q\1otf~d in the nell t nole, 

jl ~ j l . .. 1.. ,} ~ 
.,.; .,;~. " j)) I)jj) ",1.1" 
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To the NQu~.feativHI succeeded on the fourth of April, 
!lOme discharges of artillery, announcing the arrival of foUl' 

bunrlred and.fif~y Russian prisoners, who had been taken in that 
battle of which I first heard an exaggerateH rumourwhen on my 
return from .'I16 .... deran (p. 319), and were now sent to Tehra .. 
by the prince of Tam"" ABBA'S Ml'RZA', for the gratification 
of his royal falher. Eight were officers, the highest in rank 
acaplain; sixty men had died on the mou-ch, and eighty others , 
were in a lamentable condition, from their wounds, whioh , 
no one amongst them was capable of dressing, their surgeon ' 
having himself been killed or disabled; all were quartered ~'n . 
the hou.e of A,n'N AD DOVLEH, which we had first occupied, 
and the eight officers were crowded together in the single· 
room that had been appropriated to me, . Mr. Cormick and 
Mr. Sharp lo.t not a mument's time in administering medical · 
,.elief to the sick and wounded men. Oil the fifth, Mr .. 
Morier, Lieutenant Willock and I; paid our respects ·to the 
Ru •• ian officers, who were indulged with the use ot the grea~ 
hall, or Dl<>&n Khlmeh, for the reception of visiters. We con- · 
"ened by signs, for it happened that none of the Russian 
~ntlelllen could speak or understand eilher English, French, . 
JtaliHn, Latin, or. Persian. The captain, a young man of 
good figure, and two others, were well dressed, in uniform 
green coat., . red collars, and gold epaulettes, having the 
!lumber (twenty) on the .trap ; the others had lost Iheir bag-
...................................... ' ....... _ ... . 
~ J~ ,.,., l? jI.JJ"" J "' .... ),; ~r ..... f> JI.. r 

...... r "'~~ , "v , 'oJ" """\..I/. ",,4; ,,,'OJ)! 
j,{~~ .A ..... )I .wI.. ~. J'Oju ,,} j1 ci r. ~ 

Tb .. ,. .. ate occur. io ., four COftH o(tbe: SJulj Niad. with a few ,light nn.cloD •. 
• fort' tbeae ,Iiotl (y J'-.r &e.) .alloDiol tbe new Jear and day of 80,...124. a 
disticb oCCW" ib one COPy wbicb iD(or •• UI lbat .. the manuel! comm.oded hi. pe.I-
P.e at the. aea.on of tht> IV .... to p,.re a lllwqud in biJ pr~lt'nce." 

'~>il \/"y ... .,;1.. 4$ .L:. ~,.} J)'" r~ 
Tbe "ard, .tII '"' • .t£J IIltboulh di.ttinctly .riUe., appHr mi,ked by 101M critictl 
,.d.r wk •• liul. c"&.,.cl,r, II i( cIoabdul i. die .ieaiticatioa. or ftTOAeOU"l fran· , 
Mribed IV_ ...... Hw'YW', .. (Jae aiM (Kef, ot upeelJ,". ma,. be aD •• froOOlllIC1lI e •• 
prrt .. ioe. S.., al tM .. nu.cript •• ,tJtoup catrr_,. MlulituJ and rich ill iHuliioated 
piel."': " 1IO',.".lIy ( .... fro .. rnpbicaI ....... ,'JJ 1._1 thai .... '" JJ'; "'.uld . 
.......... i ........ - (tb! new .... ) •• ,._.ro I""b',W,.)uti ..... . 
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gage and seemed distressed for clothes. Next day the Am
bassador invited .. n those officers to dinner; two only came; 
tbe captain and lieutenant. On this occasion a man who 
spoke Persian had offered to interpret, but he uod~rotood 
Russian so imperfectly that the officers themselves cOlllpre
hended what we wished to say, much better than he. I 
recollect than when the Ambassador , a.ked him what \f8S 

the Russian term lor wine, pointin" to a bottle ·of Madeir .. or 
·Claret. he who probably consider.;;!' strong spirits a. the finest 
of all liquors, immediately answered "arrack." on which the 
·Rossilln gentlemen looking at the fellow with fontempt aDd 
in.dignalion, corrected his blunder, and mentioned the word 
whicb ·ill their language served til express wine. 

'On the fourteenth of April we went to dine with MI'RZA 
:SHEFIA at eight o'clock in the evening.; our .party was small 
·but select, and most of the P",sian guests intelligent, polite 
aDd well, informed men, of lively manners and ",cry pleasing 
conversation, The Russian captain was present; he had been 
graciously received by the king, according to whose desire 
he was now decorated with Ihe cross of some order of knighl
llood, .which had been lound among the baggage of a Russian 
field""fficer. One Persian of the cOlllpany was well acquaint
ed with tbe remote Nortb-Weste,," frontiers; .and to.a ques
tion from the Ambassador respecting Balkh, Sa'lIUrkalld and 
BokMr6, be replied that no man ,hould undertake a journey 
to those places. (especially frorn IIerat to Balk!.), who was 
not .willing to sell hiB.head lor tell :SM,/U" (the smallest pieces 
of silver coin). 'fwo day .. alter we proceeded tl> vi .. t the 
great MUH.UlMED ALI KH.L'N; he·had conducted the islikbdt 
which met us on our app~oach to the capita,l. !\ly "raises 
of M6 .... derdn pleased h"n very much . bemg II native of 
.A.teraMd; the word kela ~) used lor ~ ... d,hi (or" village''), 
is, he said, of the old Per.ick Jan/tuage, or Fur. KadSm 
(rt"; V'); and ,he mentioned thai all the wood used.in the 
construction of N .. 'DI.R Sa .. 'H'. 6fty gun ship, of w.hich .the 
remains are still vi.ible near Dt..It.hr (Se" Vol. t. p, 188), 
had been· sent the whdlQ way from Mfr.endertill tu Hor_; 
and that a calculation bad b eel' .,,,ade a.certJiilling ~ cost 
<Jf every square inell, .transported by hmd carriage so many 
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Iwndre!l miles, and through countries preaenting obstacles of 
luch varioUB kinds. I have lost the memorandum of this 
8Um,. but recollect that it almost exceeded the bounds of 
credibility •. 

On the nineteenth we went to the Areg lOOn after ten . 
<>-clock, and paid our respect. to M l1H4MM ED Au MI'BZA.', 
the prince of Kirm(lI .. hfJh, who had lately arrived, and II. the 
king'. gue.t wa.lodged ill the emaret (.:.>}. .. ) or takht·;·khUrshid 
(~""':"..::-&l), "tbe Palace of the SUII;" a ha"dsome range of 
npartlUclllll('), The room in which he received us was orna" · 
mellted with marble; this formed the wall. for about four ' 
feet Irooll the fioor, it had a fine yellowish ground. with .naturaL 
spots or c10uus of darker and lighter tint.; these were very 
neatly carved into vari"u. Ii!':ure •• the relief projecting .about 
one third of all illch; . the black .. " part. represented .the form • . 
of CI'OWS or ravens-: the light hro".'II, of harc~ and other ani ... · 
mals; and those of a reddish ur bJuel~h loas'. served t(~express . 
fiowt'rs, after the lllauner of cameo or canwit'I'-W01'k, a style · 
oJ sC1I1 pture not allOget her ullkllUW II ~o the Perooans oftimnel'. 
age.(') , The prince w". dressed ill a · plain coat of light
coloured clotll, but had many pearls, rubies or'j(arnet., eme
ralds and uther jewels, appurently of great value, about .bim, 
particularly in the IHlzuballlJ. Ull his arms. His dagger, aDd 
the ... aleO"pipe which be smoked were extremely rich with dia
mond.; but he wore a very low K ,,/ail. or cap of black Bokh-
4ralaUlbskin.. In ag.e he seemed from about twenty-seven to , 
•••••• ·· ................ 4 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

(') We undentood Ih.t Ibe kinC bid gon~ on .buntinl party this dlOming: .s. whihlt. 
he "' .... in. in-1M capitll, hi.1OUS Ire net allowed let ,.ceift .i.it. o( Cf'n'lltOny. 

(I) Thus from ahe MtlCii:d •• P~ni.n Inlllll.ncript quoted by Or. H,d~ in the pu
fllce oC ' ht, II Hi,l. R~lig. Veterum Peultum." we le.m that tht eqlle,fUlft .tatue or· 
KHUH· ... O (01' CbotOt't) in .tlte -lIuNmtllin ur B ....... " •• -to IIldmin.bly teulpturf!Cf,.. 
IQt ... Pf'hOlM ng.nkd it II tile· work of .pntterDIlunallrti'its; for the minuted ram were reprrHoted iu the ,lone, and of their proJWl' coloon, bllck. "hite lind red; 
•• " 'fit q... tn.)r"'" ubi opo,.t at .tt fti,rllm tIIIl at ni ... _, ft,ubi llbu"" ibi .Ib .... 
•• ehaW. .... , •• Wi ~.t rubru.: ~t hilK!."1 q~od hQlllina di&erial iIIud 0fMU BOO (uiHa --IIOI' ... liu. 4tt'd d •• ooy •• " Thi. i, Ihf' .tlltll~ .hich tU'f'tll ItlYe'lieu bue '''itN 
.. , K,........,.·ul ~ •. M. Ottf't. Voy.r. &e. Tome I. p. 18., &c. XAtItl 

, A .. Uv_t·{MINbOin, &c). p~ g .. nuel de St .. Allxrt. (Mem. de l'And. cldo 
I ..... L·TGIM U1'ii. rerricru Sauve.f; (MeDioim, ,":. Tv.-e 11). M. I'Ab" de . 

. ... ~p' (in de Saey'i Me-= lur dinfsa latiq., de la'rf:", P: 22"). M.otiYicr. 
l~"'·'} 
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t lVenty-cight years; his figure 11'a8 robust. and hIs countenanee 
illlelligent Bnd manly. with an expre&sion of ihe eye. wbich 
some thought severe or satirical; hi. beard .... very long and. 
tinged of the deepest black: in speaking he generally looked 
lip. towards the ceiling of the room. It did not app~.ar to 
me that be much ,resembled in face eitber tbe king-or any Clf 
the otber princes whom I bad seen. Many of bi. que.tiolll 
refated tp Ya;'gidu71ia. or America. a favourite topick o( con· 
versation with the great men in Persia: be. however. seemed 
particularly ·well acquainted with the bistory oftbe new world: 
the first discovery of it: tbe cruelties exercised there by the 
Spaniards; tbe mines and other productions. This kno11'· 
·Iedge. as we heard. be had derired from an Italian or French 
Vhysician. for some time resident at his court. On many 
·other subjects he possessed accurate infermation, and \Va. 
're.ckoned by all who spoke of him. extremely clever. active 
.and enterprising: with very strong military propen';tie.; "ge
.•• nerous.and brave; all excellent horseman, and surprisingly 
.. dexterous in managing the scimitar ;" "kheily ra,AIa IUlWGr 
"u.aheb-i-skamshlr," ~~ ..,.....1.. J ~'r ) ~) ~). It was 
'Whispered that the treaty between England aud Peroia. noW' 
nearly brought to a conclusion, and appointiug'''' luccessor 
to the throne ABBA'S MntZA', the prinoe 'of Tabru-. had 
much displeased MUHAMMED ALI MI' ...... , whose friends 
described him as eldest of the king'. SQIIlI; and occasioned ' 
his sudden vi.it to the capital; for he had travelled fifteen 
Man.eI, or dmys otages in the time uSUlllly allowed for fiye_ 
Of his troops. he had gained tbe affections not only by b!s ' 
personal boldness, but by, unlimited munificence; \vI' also 
heard, that during the last Ide or festival of the NaurU:, he 
bad distributed, besides other rewards and presents, tbree 
hundred aDd .eventy-four Khelaat. or dresses of honour. It 
was mentioned tbat hi.80n, se,'en or eight years old. accom. 
panied MUHAMMED ALI Ml'n,A' to T.krdn, and had been 
presented by him to the king, who made inquiries conlOerniog 
his grandoon'. progress in reading, and the study of poetry_ 
"Sir," said the boy, ' ''I can recite by heart, the lonllet.a of 
.. H .. !PI z, tbe elegie. of !hA DI. a llerie. of heroicl< ver_ from 
k the SMh .. dmek ofFI.DAVSI, or one of your M~y'.Own 
"poems;" tbi. be performed in IUch a manner as bigbly 



AprillIU2.] 549 

pleased and flattered the king, whose Dwelll is replete with 
. 'ery excellent poetry. 

Early on the twenty-second, Eliza SII,.III, the iofaotdaught$' 
of Sir Gore Ouseley, was relieved by death from the pain. ofa 
tedious illness; aod in the evenin~ was buried near some trees 
of the royal garden called SIIltali IJbad, between the Cazvtn and 
theShUh aM a/ fl.um gates, within the <:ity walls; a spot granted 
by . t~e king lor this particular purpose. Mr. Moricr read 
the funeral service; and from the design drawn by him, a 
little monument was, within four or five day., erect~d over 
the place of interment; after my sketch is given the reprc-. 
scntation which closes the last chapter of this volume. 

For several day. the Persian ministers had promised to send 
the ratified definitive treaty, but according to their usual 
system of diplomacy, delayed it on many frivolous pretences; 
at length they assured the Am ba •• ador that he should receive 
it on the twenty-eighth of April, fairly transcribed, and 
stamped with the I'oyalsignet; but the evening before, it was 
intimated from the king. that as Luna was in Scorpio, under 
appearances not very auspicious, he would defer business of 
such importance until the twcnty-ninth; that he had no ob
jection, however, to accept, meanwhile, the presents from 
England which the Ambassador was preparing to send him. 
We 1'isited on the third of May, at seven o'clock in the morn
ing, NAunu'z KHA'N. a nobleman related to the king; he 
talked much of horses a.ld their ditferent breeds; their pecu
liar qualities and distinctions; apd said that he never coul,l 
sleep at night until he had inspected all his stable.. We 
next proceeded to the house of F.lTEH ALI KlfA'N, generally 
entitled Melek as'shl1ara (\.,a:JI ~). or "King of the Poets/' 
He has been for some years employed in the composition 
of a great work, called SMhin./"ih ndmeh (Lot; .u.;..\.:.), oc 
"Hist.ory of the King of King .... celebrating in heroick verse 
\hepresent monarch's reign, and considered as a continuation 
ofFIRDAU ... ·.Shdh .. dmeh. He seemed a man of talent. aod 
conaiderable ingenuity; evincing a strong taste for paiDtiUg. 
muaick: an~Dt~e .. art. aod.6Cience,: ' 
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'We partbok on rile twelflhoh9jl'8Dd -dinner-at-tlie A"tU 'N 
.AD'OOVLEIlJS house, to which. we went lOOn after· tteven
o'clock in the e,'ening. The general hospitality IWd muni--
1lcence of this minister-promised muclr, blfl tbe entertainment 
surpassed all that I, at least, had e"1'f'eted ; and though there 
was II profusion of meal and fruit, it -might-bave -been styled' 
the feast OfTosel, for the floor ofthe great hallol'Open-fronted ' 
tatar, was spread in the middle and in the PeCe .. -witb rose. 
forming the figures of cypress trees;- rese. decorated all the 
candlestick> which were very numerous; the surfuce -of tM
hafllo or reservoir_ of ...... ter wat! completely co\'er~d with rose
leaves; which also were thic"'l)' scutrered on Ihe principal
walks leading to the mansion . Qur hosl had been detained 
much later tbanusual this C"enlD~, 011 business of importunc8 
at the DerlM-Kha"." (or Der-e-Klldllel»; "The house of 
"the Royal Gate," er U KjBg'~ Cuurt;" and Hfttf we -had sat' 
about balf an hOHr, a M I'a .. ', who in hi. absellce received 
guests, called fortbe musicians, ar><! It band of .I .. indeh ( .... )1.,.) 
or instrumental perlormers immediately u,sembled, the IIIUlt 
excellent that Tehrd1l, or perhsl" ""yother Pe,.ian city cuuld 
afford . With these lVas one m811 who exerted hi. voice unly , 
the instruments "ere two Ittmdflch.,,; that80rt of violin before 
descrihed (Vol. L p. 238); one ... "I"r or dulcimer, (of the form 
represented in Misc. PI. fig. 29); tbe wire strings of which were 
struck with -\jule ero&kcd sticks; one ","Iareh OJ' gu;ta~; and 
two d6'"h or tambourines. AU-the perfom,en -oc"asionlllly 
joined their voiccs to the tones of theirinstrulllent8, and the 
JUan who led this band, (playing on the ktma1lchehJ, 8eemed 
at 80me passa~es to he delighted and inspired both by the 
w_ords and mU'I~k, which was 01 a solel_nn or ralher plaintive 
kind; -and I confess, gratified-me exceedmgly _ The musician. 
were attended by a-deformed little man, whose etJuntenance 
expressed mDch humour and shrewdness-; he w&o freqUtDtly 
employed Olt convivial ocea.ions to amuoe {he company by 
rel~ting stories-! general_I)' ridtouioul and not always- very 
dehcBte; but thiS mght hiS tulents werenoteJ[erted. At eight 
o'clock AIII 't< AD'DODLI!It arrived from the palace; he 
stopped a few moments ,,"lSide the tllltir,8nd whispepe<! 'an 
apology to tbe AlUbbssador f"r his eelsy; saying tbat-be.would 
enly retirc to perform his prayers or _de ()~), !lDd retUCIll 
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imfllediately after; hiulevotions did not long detain him; he 
!lOOn appeared, with M,'RZA' SHEFIA, MI'az4' ADD 4L 

""IHIA 'n, and some other ministers and great officen of the 
court; who, like him, had been engaged 10 husiness with the 
king. One of the guests was a young man lineally descended 
frQ.m the royal St;/evj's; baving heard hi. pedigree, I fancied 
that he resembled some monalchs of that dyna.ty, wbose 
portraits al'e not uncommon in Persia. Afterthe usual pre
sentation of coffee, pipes, tea, sweet-meats and fruit,the dinner 
wal at length .erved, on trays cnntainin(! pyramid. of balins 
and dish.,.; one tray with several kinds ot meat, between every 
two guest., near whom also was placed a smaller tray wita 
four large bowls of sherbet During our repast, the musicians 
were sent to .. plaltorm erected In "the garden before the 
house; where they played, until in consequence ofoome sligbt 
rain, the AII/'N AD'DOV LEH commanded them to resume 
their seats in the recess; there they continued to perform 
during dinner-time, and were afterwards dismissed that they 
might partake of what we bad left. The reservoir, on the 
surface of which so many rose-leaves floated that the water 
Wal visible only when tbe wind occasioned them to move, 
now blazed with hundreds of candles, closely placed along 
the border; and,whilst at dinner,l three or four times observed 
servants throwing fr.esh rose-leaves and rose-buds, with lavisa 
bands, both on the water and pavement in front of the t6J6r; 
reminding me of H .. 'FIZ'S expression, Gul ef'hfm kun "scatter 
.. roses·acoulld:" and similar palsages in the sonnets of many 
other Iyrick poel8('). Of servants there was a considerable 
crowd; our bosts domestick e.tablishment beingllumerous. 
aod each guest having brought hi. own pS&4 k4ydmet or 
"\'Iuet de chambre," wlio handed bim the pipe and took care 
.of bie ~Iippers; most of these stood near the entrance auel 
aboul the steps leading to it; others coostantly employed 
lbe",sd.es in snuffing the caudles, .of which there WBS .a mul. 

-, ......................................................... 
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tiplicity; some being comp?sed of five or six waxen tapers. 
twisted together and branchmg out at the top, (as represented , 
in the Miscell. Plate fig. 30~. When these had bumt down to· 
the place wbere tbey joined, a servant came aod untwisted 
lour or five inches more. 'rbere were several candles in glass 
shade. (a. they are called) of English manufacture; at thi., 
as at almost eyery otber Persian feast, besides variuus di.bes 
of meat, fish and vegetables, served on the different tray., . 
whole Cllrcasses of roasted kids and lambs, some so large as 
rather to disgust than invite, were handed round by servants ~ 
tbese grasping the joints in 'their bands, separated them and 
distri\mted the lIesh in pieces with their fingers to the guests~ 
who received it, either at once in their own bandst or on a 
Bat cake of bread,. which thus served as a plate, sometimes as · 
a napkin, and occasionally for food. I remarked this erening 
among the Persian noblemen, much ce«'mony and very strict 
attention- to· precedence; although the dinner was held in . 
AMI 'N llD'DOVLEH'S house, and given at his expense, yet 
MI' ltzA' SUEPIA, the prime minister, seemed chieBy to re
gulate it; perhaps a deference WHS paid to his rank, or his 
age; or, not improbably, to his acknowledged skill and ta.te 
in tbe arrangements of splendid entertainments, He ·sat next 
to the Ambas.ador, and frequently turned the conversation 
on our settlements in Bengal, and the East India company; . 
.. to control whom," said he, "the King of England, without 
.. doubt, sends troops of his own army, lest those merchants 
... should prove ydg"i (..t.~) or rebellious; and endeavour to 
.. shake off hi. authority," There was something in,the style 
of architecture, the great open hall, with its pillars and the 
curtain hanging in festoons, tbe gaudy pictures and gilding 
that ornamented the walls; the blate of light; the eli.play of 
roBeS; tbe musick. and tbe variety of ricb dresses, that pro
duced altogether, on this occasion, a v.,ry theatrical effect. 
The Ambassador retired at halt~past ten o'clock; and tblis . 
ended the IJ!.st Persian least which 1 had an opportunity 01, 
enjoying in the capital. It was not.only most 8Uqlptuous, 
bu!, notwitb.tandin,g the want of cbairs and tables, and, of 
kOlves and torks, 8B ' pleasant as any assenlbly co.ld be, 
whilst deficient in that grand Charm of 'out Eilropeao"enter
taioments, the preseoce of elegant and beautifuhromeD • . 
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From the very day of Na,a'uz (the twenly-lirst of March), 
we experienced (as the Persians had always foretold) a sen
sible nlteration in the weather, which hourly became warmer; 
and now, (in May), was extremely sultry and oppressive(·O). 
Nightingales abounded in the gardens of Tehran and the 
neighbouring places; and roses were sold, hundreds for a 
mere trifle, in the bazarS("). But scorpions, at the same 
time began to emel'ge in numbers from the crevices of old 
walls; and one of the black, and most venomous kind was 
killed b.y some scrvants in a room of our house. Many 
families had removed to tents or huts among the mountains 
Ilear Shemiran ("'~), and the adjoining villages. The king 
made preparations tor his summer encampment; and the 
Ambassador was exceedingly desirous of leaving Tehrlm, in 
which the heat. are reckoned peculiarly noxious. His de
parture for Tabrlz, where he proposed to reside until autumn, 
(the air of that city being comparatively cool), lVas only 
defererl on account of some presents which the king-intended 
for the Prince Regent of England; and in expectation of se
veral for the king, which had not yet arrivcd from .B".he"l'; 
a splendid carriage. large mirrors, and other cumbrous arti
cles not easily transportable along l'ersianl'Oads, on the back. 
of mules or of camels. 

Meanwhile I added to my collcetion a few engravedgeT11< •. 
of which some are represented ill Plate LIX; two silver Sasa
Hian medals; two Clift dillars of very pure gold, and a silver 
coin washed over with gold, having an A"rabick legend in 
Cuji characters. I also pUI'cha""d'frolll the San·tif, or money
changers, about twenty silver coins of the Arsacidan mon
archs who had adopted Greek titles. A Jew whom I had 
................................................... 

(10) Three or four tiou's during both the months of April and May, Tt'lmhl wu 
enveloped in clouds of dust by violent bliub of the Sl&alaryar win(\: lIud un two or 
tbref! dily.tbere Willi much loud thunder, with some lighluiug; thu" before IUnri •• 
on tbe eleventh of May: the saine day, at eight o'clock in the mornill~. "'ahrenhcit'a 
Thermometer ro .. e to 68: yet 1 heard that lome snow had lalleu duriug the night. 

(11) I have Jeen here many ball. formed entirely of.ro.lle·\.H11is, very ingf'niolll.ly lied. . 
~elher.o that neither the stalks norJbe tbread wbitl falltened them were. 10 .b), . ,art nsiblej lome of these balll" comprised 8isty. eigbty, li.uJ evea au buudred bud.... 
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employed atShi,·". and afterwards at I~faltdn to procure gem. 
and medals. brought me one silver coin of Antiochus, 
which had been lately found among some ruins at Rat; and 
there was reason to believe that lIIany others, and some medals 
of gold. had been discovered at the same time. I bought a 
verv handsome tabr (r.;) or battle axe, probably ~oo years 
01,( ,,,ade of the finesi steel, and ornamented with figures in 
reii"'; richly gilded; and examined a large m3ce Iikewis~ of 
fiu t' steel, which was exhibited in a shop of the M.6r, sus
pended by a chain; this weapon the proprietor denominated 
Grtr'z-i-Ru.<tnm (r'-) j}j, or "RUSUM'S mace;" and affirmed 
that it had bcen wielded by that ancient hero; he even ap
pealed to sume pictures in a copy of the Sh<!.hna1lleh. as 
proofs of his assertiull, and the extravagant price which he 
demanded lor it, was in proportion to its imaginary antiquity. 

Whilst we resided at Tehrdn some Gabrs (r5) or Fire-wor
.11ippers'arrivcd from thecityof Yezd(J).,); with these I had an 
interview, and the resuh of m.v inquiries respecting their pe
culiar dialect, their religious notions, ccrclIJonies, and other 
circumstances, perfectly confirmed the favounibl" opinion 
that I already entertained (and have avowed) of the ingenuity 
and learning of 1\1, Anquctil do Perron, and of the fidelity 
with which he translated the Pars; IImlluscripts at S"ral . One 
of those Yezdi Gab/'. was named KHUJ)A'DA'D, the son of 
J ... 'M'ASP; he had a good intelli!!ent countenance. Another 
who called himself JEIIU'N was, although not a .young man, 
one of the handsomest Asiaticks whom I ever ll'appened to 
see; an<! his face very strOIlgly resembled (particularly in the 
length of well-marked eyebrow and high aquiline nose, such 
perhaps as the Persians admired in Cyrus("), those sculp
tured profiles of ancient figures so numerous among lhe ruiDs 
of Persepolis, and even on coins of the Arsacidaus and Sasa
nians; a few similarfaces, even amonga hundred men of his 
race, might rescue the modern Gabrs trom that impumtioD of 
................................................... 

('t) n Cp61l1 ~C OTt )'1'''''','$ 'II' Krror. "., ,nu .. " .. 'fI'I6' TIo/It YP""'&IV, ~'(U .. al.MtI'rOtI """0' 
).npllol'ovII'U'. Vid~ flDt R~publica gercod. p[lrCt'ptll," in Plutarchi Oper. Tom. II. p. 
ti2:1. (Edit. Xylandr, Frallef. Uno). 
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ugliness with which some writers hal'e charged them("). 
The Fire-worshippers whom I had seen at Shira: and Isfahan 
did not seem either in face or person naturally interior to their 
Muhammedan fellow-countrymen; who assumed, hOlyever, 
all air of fancied superiority, and improved their looks by the 
ad vantages of rich clothes; whilst the humiliated GlIb,'s ex
pressed, b<>th by dejected countenances and by a mean an(l 
squalid dress, the consciousness of their uwn d~graded con
dition. Whether they have suffered a physical as well as a 
political deterioration, I cannot pretend to ascertain ; but we 
may reasonably suppose that theIr fore-fathers were generally 
handsome, since it is acknowledged by ancient writers, in 
this case probably impartial , that the women of Persia were 
emincntly beautiful("). KlIUllA'DA'll and his companion 
.................... 0 ............................. . 

('.') Father Angelo dcclarrs ,"em 10 1)(':u ugly as apes, ami 'lflrilJUft's their wallt or 
bf'aut.v 10 e~dusi\le inlerm!lrria~('s umnng Ihemsdve~ :-" JJolcnlio 5i IIt-dere lorn l.;f}tiq118 
.. faUura u'i Pt: rsiani cI,iHIUlltj GQlAr, Hdor<ltori flel fuocu: 'lUllli pt.'f nun e~A'r('i ruc~coillti 
"cob Hltra ,Cent ... sono u'lcura urutl; ('OIllC roimic." GII:t:ol'ilyl. I)er.~ ic , I), 13G, in voce 
.. Gr.lJrgiotli." .. The Illlti\"e race of P cnill rls," SAys Mr, fiihhorr, .t i~ smull HIUI ugly, 
"bul it h~ s h['('1) improved loy the perpetual mixture of Cirell~ s i<ln ulotl(i" ( itc.omAn 
Empire, clUlp. xxi,', lillIe GI ). He quoles Herodotlu, lib, Ill. c. 7U; allli GutrOIi l1h.t, 
NaIll rell(', Tom.' III. 421 ; hut seems t(, c .... uf,Jlwd the rire-wors hiJlI)t~ rs wll" inlerlll<lrry 
umon~ themsel\'e~ , with I he M ",lllIlIIm('dll.lls tle~cend('d from mothcrA of various cuuut rit's 
BIlII 5t:c h . Chllnlin has givt'll a 1lI'lre just, yt't in Ill)' opillion lIot lIuttir.icntly favounhlt' , 
llc('ount of 111('ir personal IIppearancl': .. CC5 Pcr~e8 idolalres IIC lion I p!ll! ~ i bien ('lib 
"oi ~i "Iallc~ que Ics Perse1l Mahumdans, ~ui sout Ct,(lX U'l{ujtlUrd 'hui; Ile:lllmoiu~ 
" les hODlme~ SOUl ruhu!k! , trllSM' 7. belle laiilt', el lI'suez bon tein. Les felllme~ SIIIlt 
'f grussitres, d 'u!) lein ulivulrc el obseur, ce qui vi{'nt comllle je erui~ cI~ leur 1':11111",11', 
"p1U161 quC' dllll :t lut'l, l j ('!If il Y ella qui ont le5 trait~ H.s~ez hea ux." Vfly:Ig'l'!, .\'(', 
Tome ix, p. l:H; E,lit, df' Hlllltn, 172:\. Dnt llilhongh perft·ctly aware tlmt he mOlY 
lJe bnHHle~1 with rllt' mUllc of itlollller wlHl pays re,ligiou~ IWIn:!.!;c to M,lIy ~ilibfc ol.ljC(',t 
"fnatur('. or III any work ofmilU: or "who worshlJls for (jod that WIHcll IS 1I0t Gml; ' 
as Dr Juhosflll ddiues Ihe word ill itl ~c('ond:tr)' meaning; aware :tho, that lU' t'ordiug
to Ihe hi#11 aut/tority IIfSlil !iu,::.tlt'el, (Oritliuf'1I Sat'nc. 10/13, Il 44) tile .. chiif point of 
" idolat",1J" was 1111' "l\'or~ltip of the SUII, and coust''lIH.'lIl1y the 1I'Vpa .9"wl tlr ~)'mIJUI 
"of the S'III, the clenwl fire;" yet J am II/remletl wilh the trrm ldfl/ail'rs iJe"to\\'(' ,1 
1'111 tl\llst' pure Theists, the Oabn of Per.iia, by Chardin.lI i ill its priuHlry ~ i~llilklltiou. 
(" ","ohbiPI)CU of hIUl.gell"), 110 de~criptioll coult! pOhiiuly be leu ap~licablr, 

(14) It was nut mf' rely a few Persian ladies of high rail k, Sllth as tile wife and (laugh. 
lers of IA,ius, (h imself Ibe handsomest vf men, !HI)'Ji i'lillarch), Ihat II't're c~I (' hrall'tl 
for their bcauty, (colljullxque Dllrii-htec fntmre l'ukhriJ llfl ilw-"Virgirlt's t'l\iur rl:'gias 
uCt'II('lIti~ forulll! _"_" Couju;::rm t'jusdcm t Darii) quam Imhl a!rali ~ 6i.1tC puldlll1udiue 
corpori'i vitO 1." (Ql1int. Curt , Lib. III . 1 J. 24, III . 21. 2t ., Kuinn X.ytf/II yl TIl" Ao.pnolJ 
1'''''.'';« "oAtI '11'1:10'''''' rio''' t3C!!,.J"''' ... '' rv-i'pl .. rll"rUTljl' "Y£h«!2,'1 .. n'?a'll'tp "'tt rtVTO. 6.UPfIO' 0'" 
~PW" .ra),Xu71'oJ .rIll f'l"tIIl"TO' rat bt'll'cuJIIf lQu.:r"al TOtS ylll'l' , ,,,. (Plut. ill Alexlllldro),-
4\rild many other rO)'111 femlllcs.wight be fllUIOeritted; but we fiud tbe prai5C m01'e 
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.1 Ell V 'I< could rcad the Zend and PahlaL'i; in which, ·during 
many centuries, the books attributed to ZARA'TUSH'r or 
Zoroaster, have been transcribed, and the 1I1pbabetof which 
M. Anquetil du Perron has so accurately explained; they 
also recognised, because retained with little variation of form 
in the modern, three orfour letters of the more ancientPahlu,'i, 
on some Sasanian medals that I placed before them; but of 
the arrow-headed,or Persepolitan characters, they evinced 
and professed a total ignorance; although some of their learned 
priests, as they thought probable, might understand it. They 
handled with the grcatest respect a small volume of their 
Niu'esh (.;.,\;J) or prayers, each applying it to his lips or 
forehead when he received it from the other. In many words 
they used the letters band p rather than v and f; tl;us pro
nouncing dib for div (J!~)' pl l'llZ for j id lZ (~Jr.J)' With medals 
of AHDAsHI'n and SUA'PU' H, exhibiting the fire-altar, they 
seellH:! d much delighted; the names of those Sa~anian mon
arells were familiar to them; they had also preserved traditi']ns 
concerning: the ~nt~jugation of Persia h.Y Greek ilTVadcrs; and 
from Ku U DA'DA' D I learned that thc 1\1 uselman gO\'ermnent 
still indulged the Gabrs at Yezd with the use.of fuur temples; 
that near this city was a cavern which the Macedonian con~ 
queror had used as a place of confincl1lent, and that it still bore 
the name of Zindtill~i~SeCQ1ider ()J,.~~ \:J\.,),jj) or "Alexander's 
" prison ;" but being the depositury or wonderful treasures, 
it was guarded by a talisman which had hItherto concealed 
them from the sight of men. IIi. ex pressions corroborated 
Illy belief, founded un a conversation (already menJioned) 
with JUV,\N MARl) at Shihiz, and other Fire-worshippers, 
that, at least, the weJl~infl)rmed of his sect are in reliO'iou 
~imply Tlu-ists, whatever superstitious rites and cerelIH~ies 
apparently absurd may be practised in their external wur
ship; and that books of considerable antiquity are still pre-
................................................... 

• 
general-"'Cur fu aX~«, «' Xf!Q~",ollr optolv AAfEa,.,bp", lra)..).'1 kt1l J.i.1'Y(~" /'lQr{I.povtJAJ 
tAt),! '11'4"",,1', loll II.U' aAYV;'OVlf 01l1l(1.T'II/P at ntp""b:u. (Plut ill "In.) AmmQwUS 

Ma.r l~f'lIinus e:deods i.t slit fllrther- "in !-"raid" ubi feminarum l)u!cb.rlturlo I!xcellil .... 
Lib. XXIV. And Xenoph(:n bcsh\Ws if on Mcdilllll.' on I·('r~ian femltlel -1lQ,1 li:fcAu .. 
~( ~(U nLpttW)f ~a.\.cUJ .. ttl pr:yu).au "y")fa.I~1 I>a/· 'll"a.p.9-U'OI'. &c. Allab. Lib. HI. It 
would appellf thllt these t.cllulic, were of It tliH 1U1t.l larce.bodied race. The epithet 
jUY'(ff"Ot also it applied to I>ari\l~, in tbe panase abo.e 'Juoted (toJa Phlt.reb. 
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served among the Gabr. of Yezd and Kirmdn. It apreaI" 
from the evidence ofE8N !fA U KAL, who travelled in the tenth 
century, that, notwithstandiug the Muhammedan SJ.lpremacy, 
and most probably the destructIon of many valuable works, 
Persia then abounded with }'ire-worshippers, retaining their . 
temples, their peculiar language and their writings('·'). F,R
DAUS' Dext acknowledges, (early in the eleventh century), 
the information whieh he derived from old Pahluvi records. 
SEll EM AD n"N, about the close of that century, quotes the 
Pal,ta'vi chronicles, and books of ancient songs or historical 
ballads. (7'uirtklt userftdndmelt l'aitla"i) "k, ... \; o,,"J' .ulji; 
be hkewise meutions a learned man nuu;ed l1J.~I!U~A 'N 
MAALUI, contemporary, (or nearly so) with himse]j~ who ............................ -••••.•.•.•.....••••.. _-

(') ~r€' the (prinlt·d) "Orient,a l GE'og~.phy IIf Eb~, 1I,1t!,kal." p . 8f), .. Tlu!re is 1I0t any 
•• dl~tfl{'t norllny ,?wn, of FII," WI~hOl.l.t a fm~· 'f'mvk J he~e femp~f'5 wert' hf'I,' (lluring 
Ihe ltoul h I:rntuty ) IIIlugh vent'rallOn ( Iil ); Ihe-rc,w,as nollmy "d~o~e wllhf)~t II Fire,temple, 
p, 0:'; IIlid lite bllllk s. tIlt' Templt" , IInrl Ihe rclll;'lOu~ crrcmlllllU of the (. irt'-wur ... !,ipper. 
,riJI t' lInlinued ill i>nn, p, I Ill; IIlthough ir wlllllli IIpptRr Tlu!.1 lilt' Polil"n; hl!l!o:ult,ll:c 
be~UIl at thllt time til require II t:oDlmenlllr." or eXplUllltlinll, (P, 114), nut rhe ' mure 
ancient and IIc('unllt' COP.'I' of 1':8" HAUKA): .. wnrK, (tile MallllH'ript Stir.IIJr.ldl"., 
doe5 nfll rl'prcn nt IIH' /JQ"furi .. ,o"!I1)ll'Ie. ., B('~ i,I (,5 Iht· P;tui," ,ays IIJ:tI ill!o:cnioull 
trave ller, .. there is 3nolher diall'cI. Ihe PIIAIIlt!i. \Orhich I Ill: 'cribt,s 811toll;: Ihhe ile;llhen 
.. Peni"n,; lind tllt:ir chif'f~ . Ihr.ir pritlc:ipal n .. blt'~ \lUll pric~h, t'mploy ill their It' ller. _net 
.. nri!)lI.'> writillg~; IIIi" Gllbr. 111,0 who u')iilto h"rf', u~c Ihi, dialct·t cuIlH4uiilllly." 

J "",wt....r' ",I.:.;.I rl..1 J t..'J J .)'JI., r~ y"'; .5 "Yt>. ",\0 ;".0 .j; J 

",I.I) ..r.""! r" ",I r-'-' ~I,.. d.r''' "'~ , .,.., <..I' Jt..u....1 ",",L).-
~".yj...r # 

J hne alrelldy qllotf'd (Ser Vol, I. p. 294) 8 JlaU3,1te (rom EnN HAUKAL, rc .~ pectin.lt 
the portraits " f Hllcit'nt II. ing', .e-l'lIenll~ Iud 01 hf'r ilhul duus lH'nonl'l~es, Illd the written 
.toriu of th em , Iltc"l'f\'(d (in the tentb c .. ututy) by p eOltle 'II Sluillpilr, In .i. "rinted. 
work IV da 1, ;5 1& .hOI"I al'ctlunl (If the Fire teftlplero ; lin thi. ,ul~j('ct he il alOrt.' fflill ill 
rlll~ fmltnllSCripll .~W- III otldli,.; an" prrfacl's Ihe tectinn rf'IOII ing til Ihem, by dec/Ir_ 
ins Ihlll tltt'ir HUmlif'r e:l.\"ndt'd all Ili~ VII",""" of t:llirullliioll; (Sl'e Vuiullle I. p 14;); 
hllVillj: t'lIullH'rllled Ihe UMIt"'_ "f3i ..... cral. he menti()u _~ tllle at Jawr (t1te lown now called 
l'i,.(i:hbad); awl adds,"it pehon who had , .. cllihi. l~ire - Il'lIIple jnfGrme,J mt: lhal a 
.. Pilbl;l"j ill :ll"ril',inn around Ihe huil(/iug" ~ llIlt.'d tiM! t'X1Jt'lm~ IIl1elltiing it >!.l thirty 
.. thousaud di,·lum .. .. 

",-I ~j"k "'~) J oj .5 oj ry.... ~~ oJ! ,.J ;~.\.;i... 1;1 ., cr~ , 
• .",; ",I. if r"JJ J\j>o o..S" .. 

In aDolh .. r paullfj:e ohlle ~alDe m80115cripr. E8 N H A. V K A. 1. "<I.ving /lamefl I he cutle 01 
Jr. ~M1I6"J" .. Miltl '!Ii. i •• itua'~ ill the tcrrihfry uf Arja,.. ~lhl lilt !lIc i.babi
.. limh f.'II,i. plliCe lire Gabn. Rod Ihelr I .. arn~ mf'." !fI'all or t'lIphult bf)ok~ III the F ... 
.. or dillicci uf the alit· It'll! ~I· r.'>illiis . ..., ~w,,;... ~.~ ~ ~ ~~~) ~\.)! 11,)') 

"';'of <./' V';O ~V") 4;1.Z ~I. .r' ",I.:.;.I "".,,;..:.;10 J ".;'.r.'" ~I I:I'~ 
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perfectly understood tI,e Pahlavi dialect, nnd translated some 
volumes from it, into the modern Deri. by command of hi. 
sovereign .and patroll SHAMS AL MOLU ' K }'AaA -' ... :az(16). 
He also mentions the fifieen hundred or twa tltousand leave. 
Vi" ,.., ~ .u;~,)? .. };l ~L.» of ancient writings which he had 
seell at b/a/tlIII, alid which furnished him with the etymolo
gies of lUany names, and the explanation of lionw obscnre 
pa~ ... a,.!!es in the annals of 11'dnor Persia. N I ZA'Nj [d~clal'esthat 
he useu Pahlavi materials in the composition of his historical 
poems, during the twelfth century; and in another work I 
shall trace this subject through the intermediate ages to the 
year 1721, (or 1722) when MUHAMMED ALI HA¥."N of 
I~flthd/l visited the cit.Y of Yczd, and there formed an intimate 
acquaintance with the 1\lagian or Fire-worshipper RUSTA M; 

a man whom he dcscrihes as le~rllcJ auet highly accolllplislJed 
illl'lJallY branches of SCit'IlCC; aud pusscssillg sevcral t.reatises 
OJ] hi~owlll'eligion 01' :Magislll: on gcnerall~hilosopiJy ,alld tven 
on t.he modern doctrilles of blinn or the !\luhammcdan t~lith. 
",ritll him:' says the illgcuious IIA:nIN, "I saw a table of 
"astronomical observations written by ]sMAnH'f a }'jre-woT
"shipper, fOllr thollsand and thirty years ago ;'-' this, he 
adds, had suffered many injuries j and he quotes, in a subse ... 
quent part of his intercsting " :Mcmoil'~." an anecdote con
cerning ZOHAI;;, DHOIIAK, or rather DElIAK, (the ,:1'lio .. 'IS of 
Herodotus) which he had scen in the Turikh-i-Af,!jus, or 
Chronicles of tllc ~JagiansC7), Those manuscripts llla,Y be 
traced toa later period_ II. lBI A N of Yezd, assured Sir William 
Jones that some were prescn'cu "in sheets of lead or copper 
"at the bottom of wells," Ilcar that city, (Anniv. ])jsc. on l)ers.) 
'fhis mls confirmed to me by different Fire-worshippers, and 1 
................................................ --
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am persuaded that an intelligent European, properly qualified. 
who should visit the chief places of tbeir abode, and by con
ciliatory manners gain the confidence of the Gab!'s. would be 
amply recompensed for his trouble hy the discovery of an
cient and most valuable manuscripts. The conversation of 
KnVDA'DA'D, particular}y, rendered me anxiolls to obtaiu 
fbr myself the honour of bringing to light those literary trea
sures j but dOl11cstick concerns which demanded my presence 
in England, compelled me to lea\'e the Magian alltiquities 
for the researches of some more fortunate traveller among 
the Jl;IuzdirslIims or Behdfns, the lIiUbrds, Destul's and H"'betL, 
of Yezd and ]Gnnal1; those who profess the diu-i-bdt or 
"excclle;nt religion,''' the disciples of ZAHA'TliSllT or 'ZAll

bEIlESHT, (~oJ'oaster); a race, (as even their l\1uhanllncdan 
I><lrseclltors acknowledge them to be), the 1I10s1 virtuous or 
"II Persians. (See Vpl. I. chap. :3.) 

I revert to the subject of ou r residence at Tehrfin, )!frolracted 
now beyond the middle of May; whilst we endeavoured to 
interrupt the irksome uniformity of Ollr life by ,1101'1 excur
sions to neigl,bouring place!'; Amollg thc~e we sometimes 
visited the royal summer-house lately erected, at the distance 
of about three quarters of ami Ie from the city, in a Ilorthern 
direction. This bas been built on the phlll of those Kula" 
J'Ot'U11fI,ki before described, and it is entitled l\Tegu1'istan 
(",~){.j), "the picture gallery," (or an edifice ornamented 
with paintings). One room at the end corresponded to this 
denomination, jor 1t contained a "arjety of pictures, mostly 
portraits and of mean execution; a figure habitcd in the 
European fashion was described by the attendant as an ltel,i 
l'rallsizi, or "}1"rcnch Ambassador." The garden' of this 
Neg{,ri~tdn had been but newly made; it promised, ho,,,oever, 
to repay the trouhle hestowed upon it; tile young trees and 
shrubs were in a flourishing ~tatc, alld it will probably, in a 
few years, be a very pleasant spot. Nearly two miles beyond 
this stands the new villa called Kasr-i-K(IJ'ar (.I~I,;~) or 
U Palace of the K {yOar fami! y ;" and sometimes the Tltkltt-i
Kajar (.I~" "",;;;) their throne or myal residence; bearing 
from the city between N. E~and N. N. L This showy edifice 

.• tands on the slope of a bleak and barren eminence ncar the 
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foot of mountain. covered, during a considerable part of the 
YC(lr, with snow; · and when I first visited this place, aloll!.!; with 
l\.fr. Sharp, durillg the winter of 1811, it was almost t'nveloped 
in thick douds which .intercepted the view of Alb",'z Ij)\), 
that noble range of hills extending towards the west, anci of 
the Kfth-e-Tah,·i .• lIill, the mountains of Tabrisllin or· .'I16:e,,
del'im, as some denominate the East\"lard rang-e, although 
merely a continuation of the great" Alburz. We entered at 
the garden gate. havin ,~ left our horses out!)ide, and walked 
to an emaret-hasht!J (~ "",;,-y, or or.t;tgonal building of the 
favourite Kuilih Fartmgki kiud; from one of the arches I 
sketphed the palace, seen almost directly in front; but my 
sketch is rendered unnecessary by the excellent delineation 
given in Mr. Morier's '1'rm-cls, (Volume I. p. 226). Nothing 
can be more fallacious than its appearance, since it excites 
ideas . of consicicrabJe magnitude and stateliness; whicb, 
although one room is exquisitely beautiful. are immediately 
dissipated on close inspection; the Persians, however. regard 
this edifice as an admirable work. M'y friend M, 'HZA ' 

SA'LE li thus introduces the account of it in his MS. Journal:' 
"and another huilding is the Kasl'-i-Kqjar. which ma.y be 
"descrihed as equal to the celestial bowers; it. type being 
.. the garden of paradise"("). But we found that the several 
mertehheh (~~ ...... ) or stages, which at some distance looked like 
the stories of a house with rows of windo\",'s, were (except the 
small lld/a Killineh or Ingllest chamber on the roof), only 
brick wa]Js, supporting and facing bauks or tCI'faCes. cut in 
the mountain; these we fil;ccnded hy many stairs, al'Jd found 
at each mC1'lelJbek a large r~scrvoir of water; olle so extensive 
and deep as to be entitled deriachel. (~~'J), "the lake, or 
"Iittle'sea;" whilst the others retained the common denomin
ation of Haw: ( .... "..). It is impossible to comprehend this 
in any "iew taken from the garden; it was much higher than 
even the roof of that building in which I made the sketch. 
To supply ineessantl'y witl> water so many and .uch capaciou. 
reservoi,'" situate at.ueh an ele\Cation above the general level • 
................................................... 

• "'J). J .;t.t;,> ,) jI "'-.1..;1 t~ 15 ",-,I )~U -"'" ""'~'- )\ f.i,J J {'S) 
. ~)'+r- oJ')I ",1,.;.): 
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was an undertaking of prodigious labour; and the expense, 
as <Jur guide assured us, anjounted to almQst five hundred 
thousand t""(11I', or about four hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds. In a low wall or parapet of stone bordering the 
lake, we perceived numerous receptac!les for the candles and 
torches with which this sheet of water i. occasionally illumin
ated; and near it lay, on the dry ground, a boat ofl'ery rude 
construction. We f('ached, at length, the highest terrace, 
and entered the palace itself; a sq uare and castellated cd ifice, 
by its only a"'b(") or gateway; which i. ample, and contains 
a double door of most solid wood, thickly studded with huge 
brass and irou knobs, besides very large rappers, These 
doors, it is said, had been lately brought from Shirdz 011 

araba", (,;1,<), (a kind of vehicle with wheels) drawn by oxen. 
Having passed the gate we were conducted through a long 
dark passage on our left, to the royal baths; then we ascended 
by allother passage, sloping, but without steps, to the " reat 
court on the sides of which are the WOOlens apartmenl,$. Ilert! 
we saw many of the tak!'ts (~) on which, placed in the 
open air, those ladies sleep during the heats of summer; 
tbey were .imply frames or plattorm3 of boards, mostly 
octagonal, and raised about one yard from the ground by 
clulllsy wooden legs or supporters. But this plainness of the 
bedstead is lost, (as we heard and lllay well imagine), not only 
in the charms of her who reposes on it, but in the tine shawls 
and embroidered cushions with which it is covered for her 
use; the rakht-i-kl"ib (~If- "'-~)) or "sleeping dress;" the 
splendid leM!!' ("';I.J) or quilt, aad other articles of bed
clothe.,' We proceeded to a spacions open-fronted hall, 

, furnishe<1 ,vith portraits; lllany of which represented";t was 
said~ the principal members of KAltl'" KH~ ''''S (CI\.;. r.j) 
famIly; a race overthrown by the kmg's uncle, The opposIte 
................................................... 

(I') I hllve bolt'OWed tbe Lerm an·b (much mot~ generally u!ed, though with Ina 
.:;riety:han dtr ~), fr<o~ MI'au.' SA'LeU. who describing .this edi~ce. 8.,. •. 

- l..u .ljIM r- J )~\l r'i! ........ 1 ~t"'r ,s ...... , '\!..I'" }l~ "" r Ji., 
J I.>,; .:;.,.., 0 / I. - 1. :. . 

- ~ J~' Y) '-'i. J 1£/ .J~ .r. .....-.. 
" And one .tage (or terrace) bi,her is tbe kiug'. plI'loe ('lIlIed Ku.ri Kojar; and th~ 
," aionmd ptlJace i •• c •• tle cODwl';ug"of foW' krp .... ~ lo ... ~rl, alld lJue dub JU 
• 4001l'1l)'. it bas Qol any 11101&." 
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lliIar, a hall open loward. the court, contained several large 
pictures; one of. RUSTAM clad in hi. babrbidn, and wearing 
a tiger's head on hi. helmet, (See Vol. II p. 5(7), was placed 
between a portrait of the present monarch and one of SA 'M 
N~RI'MA'N. Here als3 were pictures of AFRA 'SIAII TURRI, 
the Scythian or Turdnian king AFRA 'SIA'B, and of other 
ancient heroes celebrated in the chronicle of TABRI and 
the ShUh7lameh of FIRDAUSI(IO). But that which chiefly 
pleased me in tbis royal palace of the Kajars was a Bfli6 
KhUneh (.;1.:, "Il or upper.chamber, constructed on its flat 
roof.'and risin~ unconnected on either side, over tbe centre 
of its front. 'I his room, not of very large dimensions, al
most realized the ideas which I had formed whilst reading 
Arabian and Persiall tales, of all Eastern monarch's cabinet; 
for, although rich and minute ornaments, much gilding. 
painting- and mirror-work , abounded in every part, the ge
neral effect produced by them was a high degree of ele!(ance; 
and the light, taintly admitted through windows of various 
. coloured panes, only served to excite teelings of myste
rious privacy, and might have deserved the Miitonick epi
thets of "dim" and" religious," had the edifice been ap
propriated to sacred uses. The door,frames were Khatt"... 
ddr ()~ fl>.), or of that inlaying called K hdtem·balldj ( ... ....., ft.:.). 
already described (p. 65); and both in the doors and winduws, 
glass stained witb most brilliant tints "lowed in a multiplicity 
ofsmall pieces, like precious stones; some of the fine emerald
green being particularly beautiful; these were combined witb 
much ingenuity into the forms of birds and /lower., and into 
lin1'8 of poetry. It appeared that the Ka6r·j·Ktfjar was 
intru.tld to the care of two men, one of whom conducted 
strangers throu"h the apartments; the other attended them 
in the garden; both were extremely civil, and always thankful 
for B . trifii.ng remuneration. At one visit the g-,udene! ex-•....... ~ ........................................ . 
~" 8Mh b~ .Dd at tbe N,,6riMht W~I'P pictulft. badly I'Xt~uted but in S~ 

coloun. of Peti&a "'ONeIl. and ofEuro~'lIliI,die. inY .. ". old.'uhiOfted drt .. e.; .... 
....... slao Ok "",.t UDCGwb figure 0' • )'OIlDs •• n, .aid to be • F .. r ... .w or i.uropeaa 
~ in sucb clothes Il" ... ere aotiquated probably an bUDdred ydll ap. . TIM POfl
traits ~f 8uA'H A.aAl. SSA'H liUlJ,lK aDd N.'Dla 8HA'S, did Qot aeftt 10 btu.. 
work, of int-,.tt artiltl; ont l.fIe pUatiaCo IlowHer. which NPftHllted tbe kia, with . 
KYt., .. of lbe etck.r priacel, wu of betlCl ,.IIUoa, ... ~ .... u ... _. ia. ..... 
.. " . bip do"". 
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plained to me the properties and names of various flower. 
and shrubs; the Minau (,.;.0); the Gul Jaaferi ( ... ~ J!) or 
"JUPER's flower;" the Gul Daoud; (""'J'J Jl') or "Flower 
"of DAVID;" the Gut·i-sad parr v. .... .)I') or "Flower of.an 
"hundred feathers," and many more. Although dUring 
several months of the year silence and solitude reign within 
the precincts of this palace, yet on some occasions its fair 
inhabitants are very numerous, according to information 
obtained by M,'RZA' SA'LER, the general accuracy of which 
my own inquiries confirmed. Having given in his Journal 
a concise description, highly encomiastick, of the Kasr-i
Kajar, he adds, "in short, language cannot do justice to thilo 
" palace and its garden, the due praises of which would re
"quire a prolonged discourse. The particular purpose for 
"which the edifice was designed is this: that when, in the 
"Sllmmer season on account of the excessive heats, his Ma ... 
"jesty who is the asylum oftbe world. remOl'es to the plains 
"of Sult(m'eh, taking with him some ladies of his Il(ircm and 
"bazigar8 (women who entertain those ladies by dancing, 
"singin". tumbling and various tricks). he sends tbe otbers 
" to tbeKasr.j.Kajar, where the royal Ilarem continues during 
"the warm weatber ; for it i. supposed that tbe king's wives 
"of different descriptions, the Georgians, and girls purchased 
"with money, the bdzigars and others, constitute altngether 
"a Harem of eight hundred females; of these one hundred 
"accumpany the king to his summer encampment in the 
.. meadows or plain of Sultanleh, and the remainder pa .. their 
"lime in the Kasr-i-Kajor; when the king returns they also 
.. go bat:k to Te/min''(''). By ",natural transition from the 
Harem, M,'RzA' SA ' LEU proceeds to state that "tl1e kin~ 
"has forty.eight male children, (-=--I;to oJJ1 .,...:.. J JP.- ~.\.:.). ' 
This account was written in May 1812; when Irom persons 
................................................... 



S64 'l'EnSTA. [Chap. JS; 

of rank, and of good authority, I heard that the princew 
aUHHlntcd to almo!St sixty; of princesses no one pretended to 
know IJOw many existed; and to inquiries respecting diem 
some vague answer was generally given, slich as dukhtcr hem 
khv1i d,ired (0)0 ~ ~ >',,0), .. the king has likewise a consi
H derahlc nUlllbef of daughters." It has heen mentioned in 
the pl'eccdin~ pages that many of the elder princes nre esta
blished as governors in different parts ot'the empire; II USP. IN 

ALl l\11·H.2A ', who resides at Shir(,.z, rules over the province 
of Fd1'~ ; 1\1 U H A 'i\1l\1 ED ALI MI'nzA', whose chief residence 
is Hirnulrish6h, exercises his authority from llamaddn to 
ShU,htrr, and the vicinity of IldghdJd . .it i. generally allowed 
that this prince is eldest of all the king'. sons; yet in M,\ten
derllll I fonnd · that this honour wa !S claimed for M URA MM ED 

KULI 1\fI 'nz.o\', whose conrt at Suri has heen alrcad.y des
cribed; nnd AnnA"s I\r[I'nzA', gm"ernor of Azcl'baijdn, is 
nominated successor to the royal throne. HASS ,\N ALI 
]\il 'u z ,\ ' (.'i in\:estcd with the tOIllIl-mnd ot'1'chl'dll; and prince 
AJ.l KIIA'f" of Cu z;vill. The city of Zinjhn is assigned to 
NA KKI l\lI 'R%'& ', whilst A:lcsltelul, Nislldpur, TabbO!$, TUIl, 
ancl other plaees of K/llt1'1ison as la.r as Hertit, are under tile 
jurisdiction of MUIIAMMED VELI Ml ' IlZA' . 

We may reasonallly suppose that the husband or master 
of so many women as fill the royal lIarem, cannot always 
carry ill his memory such u register of his children as may 
enahle him at once to recollect the names of all; their num
bers, too, are generally uncertain, fluctuating bet weep hirths 
and deaths. When flUsEI'N Au !\f,'''ZA' arrived at Tchrlm 
from Shlru: (in December 1811), he was immediately pre
""nted to .theking and received with much paternal kindness. 
1'he usher attending on this occasion introduced, SOon afier, 
and announced, AUMED ALI Ml'RZA.'. "Who is AHMED 
"Al,1 .M.I'RZ'A'?" exclaimed the king. having for an instant 
totally forgotten the Ii ttle Sltllhltdeh, or prince, a boy,,;' seven 
years, whom he had confided, some time before. to the care 
of his elder brother at Shirl,., Yet this monarch is a very 
affectionate- father, and. whenever he cim snatch an interval 
of leisure from the cares of state' or the business of govern" 
ment, delights in witnessing and I'romoting tbe aIDU5elDents 
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of his children. In these too, he frequently condescends t(7 
participate, and probably finds the minutes thus employed, 
tbe happiest of his life. Ont night durillg the period above-
1l1cntioned, the king was sitting with several of his suns (~nga
gcd in playing at GOIyafeh or cards; HUHIN ALI M,'ItZA' 

had won two or three hundred 11I1IIal/.!, and laid the gold close 
by his side. The king privately desired some of the lillie 
princes, (six or seven years old) to steal away the money, and 
highly enjoyed the embarrassment of HUSF.IN All, who . 
having Jost sixty tU11lUIIS, and his 1athcr insi~t.illg on immediate 
payment, Was obliged to borrow from one of th<' lloblemen , 
present. Entflrtaining himself at another time with the same 
Jillnily-party, he commanded one of his youngest sons to . 
declare what profession he liked best. The boy, affecting, . 
like most Persian children, the language of' those advanced 
in years, replied, "I am willing, 0 ruler of the world, to fill 
.. the humblest station about yuur Majesty's person,. I,ot me 
"be numbered among the JcrfLshes_ of this illustrious court." 
T:ertishrs arc servants who spread carpets, pitch teilts, sweep 
roOIll S, mid perforUl silllilar offices; they are also employed 
occasionally in inflictillg the uuslilUu/o. "Take a stick then:" 
said the killg, "and beat soundly those grown up princes 
"who are laughing at )'Oll." The boy executed this order 
with much alacrity . The king next gave bim his kldsh 
or slippers in charge; but contrived soon after that they 
shlluiJ he removed, and then called for them; the young 
ferosh Oil l~lissjllg thew, was for a moment confounded; but 
recoverillg himself, affirmed very seriously that they must 
hayc tJCCIl stolen by means of m~gi<.:k. "'Vilo is the thievish 
"magician?11 demanded the king. "I suspect," replied the 
boy, pointing to !\fl~ltZA' ZEKI, one of the old fla"drs, sitting. 
with much gravity in a corner, "that it must be he." " Your 
"suspic.ion," said the king, "perfectly coincides with mine; 
.. therefore punish the culprit with your stick, and let him, 
.. having received his flogging, pay you twenty tumalls for 
" your trou hIe.:' . . 

We beard various anecdotes respecting this monarch; . 
several of which, indeed ti,e greate'r ,,',mber, highly favour
a.~le to his character, I am most wii.ing to believe; and.. 
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altbough some persons, disc.oDtente~ or ~isappointed cour
tiers, accused him of excessive avarIce, It was allowed that 
he had on many occasions displayed much liberality and 
munificence. His desire to provide for a very numerous 
family, for tbe expenses offuture wars, or any other exigency 
of state, justifies in a considerable degree, the immense 
accumulation of gold and jewels which his secret treasuries 
are said to contain. In natural abilities and mental accom
plishments few of hi. subjects equal FATEH ALl SHA'R; 
certain vices with which be has been charged, might with 
equal justice be imputed to ninety out of every hundred 
Persians; and if two or three instances of severe punishments 
have occurred in his time, it is acknowledged that there were 
more execution.s during one week under many of his prede
cessors, than in ten years of his reign. No argument can 
be offered in extenuation of the tortures deliberately or capri
ciously inflicted with a refinement of diabolical cruelty, by 
SUA ' " AIlBA'S, SH A 'H SU LEIMA'", N A 'DIR SH A'H . and other 
tyrants; who, as contemporar.y travellers have assured us, 
filled with the carcasses of their unfortunate and often inno
cent subjects, both Ihe streets of cities and the courts or their 
'own palaces; nay even Ihe recesses of their Hm·ems. But I 
have known some Persians who confe .. ed that a mild system 
of legal punisbment would be of litlle avail among their hard
ened countrymen of the present day; although if now illtro
duced it might humanize the rising geoeration and prove a 
blessing to posterity. Wbilst in England the forfeiture of a 
culprit's life by the most expeditious and least painful process 
is deemed a sufficient expiation for his crimes, howe'"ver nu .. 
merous or atrocious, the Persian magistrates fiod it scarcely 
possible to inspire a due terror of the law by aggravating or 
protracting. sometimes even for hours of agony, the sufferings 
of a wretch condemned to die. This extreme severity is 
provoked py the contempt wilh' which clemency is generally 
treated in all those countries where, unhappily, Ihe rr.ligion 
of M.uhammed predominates; to rule its fierce and insolent 
professors a rod of iron seems but too necessary; hence in 
I'ersia still subsists the .custom of immuring ali"e highway 
robbers, (who are most commonly murderers also), aod in 
Turkey the horrible impaling of criminals. Sentences are 
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teldom mitigated, or pardon granted to those who would 
con.ider such exertions of humanity as proofs of all effeminate 
weakness; who suppose that the desire of punishing must ever 
accompany the power; and attribute even trifllllg acts of 
courtesy and kindness either to fear, to the sordid expectation 
of a ten-fold return, or to some other selfish and unworthy 
Dlutive(t!), From this genera) censure we must, however, . 
except many individuals both among the'furks and Persians; . 
who, their good sense and good nature triumphing over the · 
pr~judices of education, are themselves perfectly capable. not , 
only of performing a generous and compassionate action, but . 
of rightly appreciating it when performed by other •• even those · 
usually styled in their respective countries •• Infidels," and , 
" European" or "Christian dogs." I am inclined to believe ' 
that the king is as little influenced by religious bigotry a. tbe · 
most enlightened of his subjects; although he has sometimes . 
found it expedient to conciliate. the MuseLman enthusiasts by 
a profuse expenditure of Illoney _ Thus, to gratify the Scyedl . 
or descendants of MUHAMMED, a powerful body in Persia, . 
he paid, whilst we were at Tehran, the debt. ofM, 'RzA' An
DA I. W EHJ.'U, one of their principal members, nmou'lting to · 
a ~1II1l 110t much Jess than thirty thousand pounds; and at 
tlie same lime a grand pilaw feast was givr.n to all the Seyet!_ 
of the capital. by MI 'UZA' BuzuaG, (Vazir of the Tabriz 
gon:rnment) and a tumlill to each, by Ml'RZ.-\ ' SHEFIA, the, 
})fiIIiC. miuisler . . In his publick conferences as in his private · 
conversations. witll the Ambassador, FATEH ALI S".I.'II 
evinr.ed a considerable degree of intelligence, Ilud quick COUl

prehens1oo, much curiosity respe&:!ting the state of science in 
England. and a strong de~ire to introduce into his own empire 
the improrements which we had made in various branches 
................................................... . 

(.) 0 oJhi •• ubjed l.ball bl'1"e quote Mr. StItt', Tr.vel~ ill Abyssinia, p. 210. "·rh .. . 
,tpunish"DI illfticted 8 sbort time bt'lore on the JoIuJui. Arillb, by Ibe En,lllisb hlld 
"'produ('~, t fuuod, the mu.t bemeficial !'e.ult throughuut the Red Se:l, and I belit,'e 
.·'11Ial we iu a @;reat mf'IIUre owed our .. rety to this eyeut lK'ing known: •• the Ar.b • 
.. bto\LI+IIlu tbink ,hlll' we really dared 10 r~,ist their in'tlleDt proceedillgs; 0 circuGI,'allct' 
I. wh~b tbe UllUt.'COulltable forbearanct' of tin DoDlbay governmf'llt h.d bithertu Kivf'n , 
'~1btm too much ~11I{lt'I 10 doubt. Notbing but the .. o.t rt'aolute mf'l\lurf" will mtlk • 
• , an lJRprt'nion upon MabommedaD.; for al Jdome fAbojudly·oblerve. uil •• oat d'ult 
.... i IDlluyai. nlturel que.li OQ a III moioc.tre complllilUlOf' p .... ur eux, il. dt'vitnDetlt bien
"161 i.uoJeD~ el iD.upport,blest d qU'OD ne pt!ulle • ..,uire a la 'UIOO oi ~tre bie • . 1 

... ..,."i, qu'ca agiQau.t avec eu&., !II toule rigue.v.r. ct lu mtDIQt. Ie. bl\QQ haul .... · 



~6s PEnSJ'A. (Chap. 18'. 

of art. nut it appeared that his Vazlrs endeavOlired to throw 
obstacles in the way: and they were extremely indianant at 
the private audiences granted by his, majesty to §ir Gore 
Ousdey : their exclusion from them, violating, as they de
clared, a ministerial privilege which had subsisted in Ir611 
abOl'e five thousand years. Lest it should be known that 
he had relinquished his right of being present on these occa
sions, MrnxA SnF.FIA, the principal Vazir ot- .Sadr aazem 
(F'J""')' who had entered the palace one II10ruing with Ihe 
Ambassador, seated himself in such a manner, close to the 
doorway, tlmt Ihe king could not perceive him, and the A min 
lid dou{ch, who possessed an equal claim to the privilege of 
attending at tlle royal audience, seeing Ihat he had entered 
1JUt did not return, was offended at the supposed preterence 
shown to his rival. The killg, howevcr, soon afterwards, when 
nil the ministers were acimittt'd. asked ~lI"RZA ' 8H El'rA in 
an arch tone" pm)' where were you during tht' Ambas~ador's 
intervic\": with me?" This questioll and the V{Jzil"s acknow-
1cdgmcllt of the lrut.h, relic\'cd A mill ad'douldt. from his rJJOT
tification. The jealousies, intrigues al10 cOllsequent (Iisputes 
uf his courtiers, frequently excited such disturbances at tbe 
Del'.i-Klf(i71elt or court, as many of the former sovereigns 
would have terminated by the dismissal, or perhaps the de
'capitation of those who had caused them. FATEH Atl SlH' II ' 
contented himself one flay after a quarrel among his ministers 
with telling them publickly that he should bestow their titles 
on someof his dogs; calling one the Sedl' aazem, 8110thc)' the 
Am;'. ad'doll/d., and a third the Itimod atl'doll/eh. Concern
ing all the great men, vario(is scandalous anecdotes ,,;erc slily 
commuuicated in whispers, or more openly circulated; al .. 
though it was acknowledged,and indeed was manifest to every 
one who travelled through the province under his adminis
tration, that the Amln ad'dol/lel. had rendered it the most 
tloll\'ishing of Persia, oy hi, excellent regulations, hittencour
"gement of trade and of agriculture, and his kindness towards 
t.he lower classes, yet his merits and his wealth served to raise 
against him many enemies, some of whom were men of high 
rank and considerable, power. llut the king knew hi. real 
worth and the insidi('-us dliuact~r of his rivals. "You have 
" lent," said he, one night in conversdtion with the .sm ... ad' 
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dOllleh, "seventy thousand I"mans to rescue MI'nZA.' Yu'su.v 
"from my anger, which he had so justly incurred. NolV 
"behold the gratitude of this friend: many hours have not 
"elapsed since heoftered mea greater sum than YQU pay, for 

. "the government of IsfaMlI, and proposes that I should dis
H grace you by bestowing it on himsdf." Qlle day the Amz1J. 
ad'dou/ell presented to his sovereign a valuablediamolld ring; 
some of his.enemies soon discovered that he had procured 
it frQl,ll Baghdfici at the, l>rice of ~hree t1lOwmnd tIl.11I611.''', whilst 
In. company at a feast, ' lC had seCllItd to estilllate it at eight 
thousand; tbey therefore conel ud ed that he had sold it to the 
king tor this enormous advance, mal jllsilllwted their suspi
cionsaccordingly. "Here,atleast,"said FATEH ALI SHA'H, 

u t1lCre c~nnot be any ii'and; sillce the jewel, whatever it ori
"gillilily cost, was presented to me as a free gift." &illlilar 
dmrges had been made with as little success, and prolmbly 
,~jtlJ 'as lillie f(JUtldation, respecting SOUle, riclily-embroidercd 
bfa/u;1Ii stuft's whid the Amin ad'doale" had sent to.thc king. 
If 011 any occa;;inll tlt~re appcwred a momentary glilllpse of 
royal displeasure- a ,gaill~t this minister, his rivals immediately 
began to t.:unccivc" hopes of his ruin; the co nfiscation of his 

·'m~lICIISe ricbc;; " and pe rhaps the forfeiture or hi s head . One 
moruillg, "{of"Apnlltll ll), the kingtiCllt for him. and in COll
sequc uee of sec ret HCCtlsatio!ls spoke to hill) Ycry. hal'shl.V. 
The Amfll tU/,(ifJu/ch cxpres~ed llIueh sorrow at finding that his 
faithful services of IllHny years hat! 1aileo to please; alld rc ... 
quested. tite liberty of resignjll'g his governmell t. and with jt, 
if nflccssar), , Itis life, into tilt! killg' s hands; Ilc was dismissed, 
Hnd on" the same day iuvt'sted -..vilh a splclldid h'he/out 01' 

u;css of hOllour. Not long after the king slIudellly illquired 
n'om hlllJ " tl1~ exact allloHut of all lJis propcrty ,; tiJis (l'ICSlion 
wa"s regarded by-the courtiers Ileal' hilll as a ecl'lai'l prelude 
t() _hi~ ,dt.'structioll. Ile answered, however, with a lil"lll lane, 
'that 1>Ii" could illlmediately furnish his Majesty with three 
hllw.1r~d thousaud tumlins; and in the course uf a kw lUouths, 
a~f1 tievcral thousands II)Ort~. " Dut," said the k illg, " by 
"selli.ng off all .'your horses, shawls, and other Ihin,L!:s, how 
"U much could you contrive to raise ~ ollce?" "Sir,'" replied 
the Amill acfdouleh, .. if y"lJ indulge n,,- with a hllie tilllC, I 
"shall deposit in the royal treasury one tuou.and tUlllunscvery. 
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.. day during a year_" The king still lIecmed anxious for 
instant payment, and the minister resigning himself tu his fate 
which he thonght impending, -bowed to the ground, and 
calmly declared that a.1l his wealth and his head were at the 
disposal of his soverei~n. "Now," said FATER ALI SUA 'H. 

" I have tried YOIl, but without the slightest intention 01 taking 
"from you the money so honourably aequir~,d_ Call here 
"that descendant of the prophet, M"nzA' RuzI!ILG, (whom 
"the king knew to he one uf Amin ad'doulch'!, enemies), and 
h let him witness my solemn words." He thc~ imprecated 
a most dreadful clIrse on whatsoever persan, whether himself 
or any of his famil.t, who should attempt to deprive this 
minister or m-en OIlC tuman. Having heard these and many 
similar anecdolcs, I was often surprised at the semblance of 
cordial friendship which those personages so hostile towards 
each other, thought it necessary to preserve in pttblick: pro.
ing that the most refined states of Europe could not exceed 
Persia in the arts of cOllrtly dissimulatioll. 

The presellts before mentioned at length arrived from 
13ushehr 1 and while the Ap1bassac1or was engaged in preparing 
them for presentation to the king, we gladly commenced the 
necessary arrangements for our departure from 1·c/n'(in, now 
become extremely uisagre.eable, on account of it~ ol"pressive' 
heats_ The chariot, II beautiful .pecimen of Engl;,IJ \I'ork
'manship, and one of the chiefpresenls, had, like most other 
articles, suffered many injuries on the road; almost every 
panncJ was cracked, and many of the sihrer OfIlaIUents blloken 
oft-and lost; such havoek Indeed, had been IDade al~lOng the 
various packages, that I\1UHAMMRD KH"-N, under whose 
_charge they reached the capital, began to apprclhend that hi. 
head would probably be required in expiation of his neglect_ 
Early OD the eighteenth of May, nn officer ofthe king'. pulael' 
brought to me frolll his Ma,jesty a very splendid E'IIelaat or 
court dress; the kabti or close coat, and bdlt. push or euler 
garment, being of gold brocade, with fur; there were also.two 
valuable Indian shawls, and an admirable Kara-Khurasluti 
sword, tbe mounting of wb'ich was gold; and a belt stud
,led with solid bosses of the so\me metal, richly enameled; 
the SWQod, depending from it, had been worn, ns the dfficer 



May 1812.) T:&HRA'lf • 

declared, bv FnEH ALI SHA'H himself; this, :Mr. Moricr 
justly ()hsc,~ves, orl noticing a similar present which he re
cej,'eci, His COlisillereci a great ciistillction," (Tru\"~ls, Vol. I. 
p. 215); anti as sOllie Persian Khans assured me. contt.~rs a 
high degree of nobility. 011 the same day, the king being 
Tcr,V dt'!'ilfOIiS of seeill,!!; the English carriage, it was repaired 
nnd put t~,)~elhcl' in the hest manlier that .circumsta!1c~s would 
admit; ~lOll at one o'clock several men removed It from our 
hou!oJc to 'to the palace; six fine horses, not yet trained to 
draw, being led hefore . decorated with the magniticent har
ness. The Am hassauor and I followed soon after; we rc
maillcd a iew Iniuules in the Amill ad'doll/elt's office, ulltil 
:M I'll ZA ' S IIlo:F 1 A a rriveu; when all persuns havi 1l,E!; been dri veil 
out~ide the ~ale, who did did [lot immediately helullg to the 
royal household, to the llIimstcr:-., or to liS, the king came 

~forth alone froll} the ondaim or "iune!' aparlJllcnt," an d SlOOll 

in trout of tilt, tfIla,' or open-Imll of the first court, tu which 
the ca rriage had heen drawn as close ns the /1(J~"';.o or rcser
"oil' of watt'!" woulrl allon'. Hm'ing welcollled U~ with the 
Klru.~ //(ilfl('dit.l, as usual, hc examined \,(,I'y minutely, uno ad
mired the Persiall arms, and other devices paillted \\,\th COll-
5id('rable bnliianc:y 011 liJis !Sumptuous vchiel e. The Amhas
sador then opelled tbc cloor ; the step was let dowll, and 
shaking off his high-heel ed slippers, the king cntcf('d am] 
seated himse lf, wOhilst all the court.iers pre~cl.lt cx.c!aililcd 
mlluare/( bashed, "ma,Y it prove auspiciuus!" Bt' the n in ... 
(l'oliretl, and secl"lIcd inslilllily to comprehend the lise and 
object.of every part; the glasses, blinds, poekds, c H!Sllions, 
Jamps ancl other a ppllrtc IICtnCp.s, \" hi Isl tile Illiniste rs ailli three 
Of four Klldlls prescllt appeared to g:li::e without tlll(.1cl'stand~ 
jog much. The king: continued in tht:: c;ufia,!!;e about half au 
houl'. oduring which he several times caused it to be pulled 
hack \~ards ~Hld forwards SCVt~n or eight ,Yards, and seemed 
highly pleased with the lIlotion. Some OIiC remarked that 
two p·ersons nJight sit ill it at once. " Yes," !Said the lIIon
ftreh. with a look of calm dignity, "yck 7I(~ji' dJ!jti, man hUon," 
("")~' -.;)""'" ~~;iJ w:,J, "one person there, {pointing t.o the: Hoor)," 
"1 here, (Oil the raised s~"t)." 'fhi. visit afl(m\cd me an 
opportunilY of perceiving, whilst but I I . • ) or three feet from 
libe king, that he appears much handsomer and younger when. , . . 
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seen close than al a distance; yet on thi. occasion his dress 
was" perfectly plain dark brown coat; ash. w I of fine texlure 
hilt not ycry lively colour, .wus tied round his waist; he wore 
a small hlock lambskin cap, and coarse whitejurab or stock
ings, not reaching far ahove the ankle. His dagger, howe
\'Cr, was richly set with diamonds, and from its handle hung 
a string of large and most beautiful pearls. Seated in the 
carria"e he ordered that a house should be constructed for it; 
slllOk';;l the kaliein and talked of my intcnde,f.journey to 
En"lul,d, the Ambassador hal'ing informed him that he de
sig~Clf to forward by me the definitive treaty, and presents 
for the Prince Regent. lIis Majesty declared that I was 
Tcekoned among tile numher of his faithful servants, and 
disllllssed me with muny other very gracioLls expressions. 
On this occasion I remarked, (what IUll1 been otten men· 
tianed) that he sometimes spoke of I,illlsclf in the third per
son, confirming his own words, and ad.iuring those wilh whom 
lJe c()fwersed, by the familiar oath Uue sl'l'-i-slddt" (,\,.;0, ~), 
"by the head of the king." 

Three days after, the Ambassador and other English gen
'tlemcn took formallcaI'e of the monarch, preriously to sctting 
-out for their summer residence at Tauri:. I did not accom~ 
puny them to court, having already had my lillal audience. 
The king, at thiS interview, when the Ambassador had beeri 
-seated a few minutes, called him towards the throne and 
presenter! to him a valuahle sword, and a belt, profusely or
namented with emeralds. Among the jew articles,tlmt had 
arrived undamaged {rom Busltehr was, {ortunately, the portrait 
of M1 '1<7.,' Anu"" HASSAN KHA.'N, so exquisitely painted 
by Lawrance; this proved an object of wonder and just ad
miration to all who saw it; a bust of the same personage, 
beautifully modelled by ]3aoon, although fractured in some 
parts, served equally to excite astonishment. 

Those presents which the king designecl for the Prince 
Regent of England , "'ere now packed up; one being a large 
fulllcnglh.portr&it of himself; next a folio volume, comprising 
his own Divan or collection of poems, transcribed with the 
utmost calligraphick skill,and embellished by l\fJ.'IlZA.'B4BA' 
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(~y ~_""). the chief painter or "aka.II basM (..r:~";I,;;), who em
ployed seventeen years on tbe miniatuf\! pictures, illumin
ations, and various ornaments, of this work t particlliarly 
portraits of the royal author, alld of his uncle AGA ~h: lI"i
>lED. The other presents were Indian shawls; a tillC slIit or 
chain annom (zen'ci, ~jl, with the breastplate and ccrtnill 
pieces, constituting what tbePcrsiuns call chellfr1'diuclt (~\}?"") 
or the" foul" mirrors," of the most fligldy tcmp~red steel ; 
this armo\)thad helonged 10 Sn .o\ ' H TAII:\USI', who, !I<t\'ing 

reigned more than half a. celltury, died in the year of our era 
] 575; a sword ofS \I A ' 11 An BA 's, that Illighty sovereigu whose 
name I hare so frequently 11:.1£1 occasioll 1.0 lllcntion: alili two 
fine horses, one a 1'/lrkmfllli. tbe otllcr a K /tul'flsfllli. 

\Ve sct out from Telinill, Ihrou(rit the Ca:rfll (Tate SOGII after ."') eo 
six o'clock on the 2:5th of J\.lay. and. having proceeded \Vest
ward about three miles and a lJalt~ tll'l'ived at tile tents pn'p:tl'cd 
for our reception ncar the tomb of an ll1t(uu:drJdt or ~'lllfJalll

. mcdan saint; although JJis HaIne was not all object' of illl! uiry I 
I llIade a skctch of the edifice dedicated to his mcltWl'Y, (Sec 
PI. I,X XIl.) and gcnerally dcnominated from tIle tract of hilld 
which it occupies, l"I1UII1IZlldcft .Ii (~ c.)~:,.~\). Ovcr the gate
way we re two or three 1'ooms wl.iell some gentlemen of our 
party pl'de rred to their tents. For thc journcy thus begulI, 

. Anv",- I1.ss ,\NKIIA'N had hecn appoiuted our Mchm(mdftr. 
Lady Ollseley travclled in her palankin. now altered into a sort 
of takht-rfll'oll by the addition of poles, and slung bclween two 
Jllules . '\' c met on our way the prime minister .l\11 ' nzA 
SHJ.:nl, who, as a pi..l.rtir.ular cOPlplimcnt, had gone out be
fore hreak of day, to the lm(IIn.~ddclt, and given directions 
llilllsclf about the pitching of tents, alld other arrangements 
necessary for tile Ambassador's accoIlllllodation. ABU"L 
HASSAN KHA'N remained with us all day ill camp; hut re~ 
turued to the city early at nigbt; for as Luna was in ScoqJio 
and w..orc an aspect not favourable to allY new undertaking, 
he thought it prudent to defer tile actual commencement of 
his journey until the next day. Although Mount Damavond 
as usual, aud the neighbouring heights of Alb'H'z were CO\,(,fI~lt 
with snow; the ThermolTleter in OU, tents rose at two aud 
three ,o'clock to 85 and 86. 
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On the 26th. we began our march by a delightful moon
light at flalf past two, and in seven hours reached our place 
of .encampment close t~ Caredge, or Cart.;j (d) ~he distance. 
belllg about 23 or '24 mIles, Th" road Wa, sufficIently good, 
but lay chiefly througb a flat desert, bounded on th" right 
by hills of barren rock. Near Caredge were some gardens and 
trees, on the side of a s~eep llJouutaio t and threp, or four YiI
lagc8. Here we saw the spot where ~oulldalions had been 
traced t«)f a new city which the kill~ intended to build and 
call SII)illllill."ft (,,"1..,-1...). It was only during last December 
that he sent the Amiu (u{douleft and other Vazlrs to fix upon 
the site; returning to Tchdllt they started a flUe antelope; "let 
us pursue it," said Olle, H and if we tuke it, the omen will 
be auspicious with respect to the new city;" the), hunted and 
kiJleu t,hc cihu, which on that same evening was sent al) a pre
sent tu the Amb'lSsador. Had they not slIcceeded in this 
chase it is probable that a situation, two 01' three miles highel' 
01' luwer, 'vould have been chosen tor Sulimaulafl,.which it is. 
now proposed to crect jn the illJIneuiatc vicinity of Cal'edge, 
and un the ballks of a ri\fcr bearill¥: the name of thi!': place: 
at sume seasons a vcry considerable stream, and at all times 
affording pleasant and wholesome watcl'(2:q). 'Ve found seve
ral masons and labourers CIliployed on the ground work of 
an al'g Of citauel, which was to comprehend (as at SMraz, 
Tehrt;" and other places) a royal residence; and we heard 
that the king, havillg cOII.ulted Auu"l. HASSAN KHA'N',S 

description of LondulI, had ordered that the streets should 
be ""ide, the mcid(ulj or squares ample and nUlllcrOH~, with 
buildin~s of an uniform height and appearance, on the plan 
of our Bnglish metropolis. It was said, also, that he had de
clared his resolution of vassing here two or three months of 
.................................................. 

(-) Dllring some week •• CtP.f out arrival at TeMan, the AmbatS.dor'. table "., 
,supplied with water from the 5t~llm ofCartdKt: for which, every mornillg. II mao aud, 
horse "erp. desplltched eight or ten miles. It was allengtb discoyered that'be &Ic4.. 
ODe day. to 511ve his OWD trouble. tilled the rabiaa or It'Htberu baf!'. at pl1llce. lIear •• 
,city where cattle di8lltfbed the '"'ter, alld, what WI" still more disgusting, where the 
filthiest dtrdlltt. aud olber feUows were io tbe hallit of performing their exiioull .blll. 
tions. The Sckd wu well floggett and di5cbarged; Hfter which another went daily 
before .umist'. witb a confidential aenant u a' walch, to bring .ome of the et.ffi~Ql 
watef Ihllt f'!rtiliJ~1 tbe village! in tllt pl.e,aot .btlllk66 pr di,triet 9f SAca'r~ 
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ewry summer; and that he would oblige all the mini.ters, 
great officers of the empire, the principal I\ohles and other 
courtIers, to bUIld houses and maintain estabhshments of ser
vantsin the new city. This day the Ambassador suffered much 
frolIl the return of fever and ague, which rendered him unable 
to travel during the .27th and 28th; we therefore remained 
encamped lIear Caredge, of which I sketched from my tent the 
gll/llbcd or cupola, with adjoining gardens, and the fine bold 
mountains behind them, (See PI. LXXV). At three o'clock 
on tIle twenty-eighth, the quicksilver in Fahrenheit's Ther
lIIollleter ruse to gO. Having occasion this day to exchange , 
four or five hundred silver 7'iUis thut proved heavy and bulky 
articles of baggage, for more portable gold tll1nfms, I callc(l 
atthe tent of l\11'H7.A' Au!) AL II V8EIN , (aclingas treasure r 
in the absence of KIIO.l£lI AnE'fU'N, the Armenian), nnd 
found him ell gaged wiLh several muleteers whom he bad 
elll ploy cd to stitch up in bags of cloth ant! leather, such 
quantities of gold and silycr coin as nlllountcd to .tiJirty.1ive 
thousand pound., of our mOlley. He assllrco me, (a"d others 
confirmeu wbat he said), that vcry cOllsideraLlc SlIllIS arcfrc
(lllCnlly entrusted to the Persian muleteers, who eotn'cy them 
to the lJIost remole parts of' the empire withuut the loss cwm 
()f one 1't(ll, III consideration of the additional risk 3tlcnding 
gold and silver, they receive, besides tl!c estahlished hire j()r 
carriage of common goods, four 1'icil,~ (or half a tWlllitt) for 
e\'ery hundred tUJJUlllS. 

On the twenty-ninth we began to march before tll'O o'clock 
in the !norning, and soon af'ter- nine reached OUf camp at 
Nasl'ubdd (~4~), 22 or 23 miles distant ti'OIn Carcrlgc, The 
plain over which we had travelled was ill lIIallY places well 
cullivatcd, and we remarked on both side~, Ilolonly dose to 
the road, but two, three, lour and tit'C Jl)iJc,~ ti'om i't, sc~'eral 
tilpch or heaps of earth resembling ollr Ewglish burrows. 
According to some accounts which I rccci\'(~ dJ (from persons, 
howc"cr, of no great authority), thcy Imti jC»,n1crly beell 
cnstles 0" edifices of which the bricks and clay had mould-
ercd through the lapse of agcs into tijcse rude tumular masses. 
The Thermometer this day-rose to 94 ,;1 two o'clock; about 
three it sunk to SO, when there was a violent whirlwind. and 
we we.re surprised by a shower of rain. 
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We marched from Nasrabftd on the 30th nt half-past two 
o'clock, and after a Tide of four hours and anuut 13 miles, 
ali"hled at our camp near the mud-walled village of SlIffer 
Khlllijrh (~I,.. .,u), Our cou,"c layover a plain whidl in 
SOllie parts, exhihited but few vestigp.~ of an)' path; ulld we 
heard that there was a shorter hut more difficult road. Wilhin 
half a farsallg of Sairer Kltlufjelt we passed h.\" the village of 
K !/l/lji/sabad; or, more properly, K Itm'bll:"" libl'" ( ~4\';,)':'); 
so called frotll the abundance- of K htlrbu:.t~h or IIlciOIlS, for 
which it is remarkable. Both Ihese places seemed rich 'ill 
-qows, sheep, goats and asses; flourishin,!.! trees. gardens yield .. 
ing grapes. and wen~tilled grlJllllds. Through Saffer Klwa ... 
jell (our 1nfm:t'i) ran a pretty stream, and near it we sa\ ... · the 
emal'ct-.'i/,{ihi, or "royal cdiflce,v n room cOTlstructed t()r the 
accomlllodation of' J~ATr.iL ;\1.1 SIlA ' If, when on 111. .. \fa\, to 
the SllmUlcr camp of C/H'lII(-' Il-i- t" !j(fll 01' :"'lt1tduidl, 'Ve f(lund 
that the country people 1l0W heg-all to reckolJ h.Y thc./ilJ'sakh 
or.lm·Jillll'g TalJl'lzi, which is U(,Hr'iy haifa mile longt:r Ihan the 
.fa,..~allg of Shira:: or J.~r(JJujn. They computed S(!!li~r [(/w(fjeh 

, d' fe' '1'1 'l't to he Sc\'cn tarsullgs Istant rom (I:t)UI. Ie lcrmomcter 
this day was up to 94. 

Our march on the 31st commcnced before two o'clock in 
the llIornillg, and ended ahout seven, at IlIIssau6btid (~~ I .r-)' 
\Ve had travelled 19 or 20 miles over a plaill, on whieh ap
peared several mull-walled villages, alld some tfJpefls or lllmu
lar heaps of day. Tile soil about our tlW1/Zel Was good, and 
the land for many miles in a st<Jte ef excellelJt cultivation. 
SOIIIl after 0111' arrival, a very hi¥h wind so completely rilled 
my lillIe Persian tent With dust, that I removed to a hOllse in 
Hassa1l6btid. During the day tllere were a lew showers of rain. 

On the fir.t of.J une, we set out soon after four, and having 
proceeded hy'a fine road over the Icrtile plaill, about eleven 
miles. ahghted before scven o'clock, ' at Kazvi,. or Cazvin. 
All i.tikblil ,of fifty horsemen under MEHRA' D KHA"'N, chief 
mirH.;tel' ur V,,:.ir to the prince who governs this city. met us' 
as we al'proaciled ils willi.; and near the gate, a body of fOUT 
hUlldred llIihlia soldiers, irreguliuly armed with match-lock 
n;luskets, spears aDd shields, received'us with many tumul, _ 


