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bitants attribute it to Zoua’s. They consider also, as of most
remote antiquity, a tall mindrek or spire, and some gumbeds
or cupolas and vaulted buildings, which, however, to me ap-
peared the works of Musel/mdn ages. The great masjed or
mosque and other publick cdifices have been spacious, and
richly ernamented with coloured tile-work; but the city is
much decayed,and retains very little of the heauty,exlentand
population for which it was once celebrated.  As we rode
along the streets, several dogs of a large and peculiarly fero-
cious breed, attacked us {from the low walls and flat roofs of
various hiouses, attempting to snap at our heads; and we found
it difficult to hinder some of them from seizing our horses by
the heels. I was politely received at the handsome house of
Asurar Kua’'nN,the Hakem ($'s) or governor, whose sons had
visited me at Keilin, as before related. The K/hdan was himself’
absent at I'ravdn ; after an excellent breaktast of sweetmeats,
eggs, rice, pickles, fruit and sherbet, I perambulated the
town and observed many remains of large and commodious
mansions, ruined, as my guides dc(‘la:ed during the wars of
Na'pir Sua’u. That Damdvand had once extended over a
considerable tract of ground was cvident; and the inhabitants
report, that its edifices covered nearly four farsangs, as still
marked by the ruins of its original gates; and that the Nak-
kdireh Khdneh, above mentmued was not formerly, as now,

Lutside the city, but skirted with housf:s to the distance of at
least a mile, in the direction of Aéien ¢ werzan. 1 remarked
several rooms, ceiled, as at Firazkth, with split or whole
trunks of poplar-trees, laid close together. It was reckoned
among ‘the chief wonders of this place, that the great moun-
tain of Damdvand cannot be seen from the city which bears
its name, although distant (its base at least) only four far-
sangs, or about fifteen miles; whilstits snow-crowned summit
is visible, according to local belicf, in the farthest regions of
the earth. However exaggerated this latter part “of the
description may be, I can tebllfy that the former is true; a
view of it taken from the roof of our house at Tekranis given
in Pl. LXIII. That stupendous mountain, as many persons
informed me, contains vasl qua.ntltle-s of sulphur and the
water of a fountain issuing from it, is suti ‘iently hot to boil
an egg thoroughly without the intermediate assistance of fire,
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No one, they positively declared, had ever succeeded in
ascending to the top, which is at all seasons covered with
snow; but many adventurous men have perislied in the
attempt; they sunk, it is supposed, into sulphur-pits, con~
cealed by the snow. Few endanger their lives by climbing
higher than the medicinal baths; which, daring summer, nu-
merous invalids frequent ; and sg far, it appears, our ingenious
countryman Sir Thomas Herbert, was attracted by curiosity,
early in the seventeenth century(***). Concerning this moun-
tain and the city to which, probably, it has given a name, I
shall’ now extract sofe passages from the works of Eastern
writers.= Whilst in the printed version of Enw Havkar’s
geography (p. 172), we read that Mount*Damadvand was dis-
cernible at a distance of fifty farsangs around; that ne man
was ever said to have ascended to its summnt, and that ac-
cording to Persian romances, Zoua’x was confined wvithin
it; that (p. 178) it 1s the most Fastern of all the mountains
in Tabristan, and did not abound with trees; the MS. Str al
belddn thus more tully describes it—* Damdvand is a moun-
“tain of such considerable heighth that some persons have
“discerned it at the distance of one hundred farsangs, or
¢ still farther; and it is said to be visible even from Shirdyin
¢ Pars; and the humble author of this work has seen it him-
¢ selt from the heighbourhood of Isfakdn; but he never heard
“that any man had been exalted by ascending to its highesw
“point; and amongst the frivolous and erroneous traditions
“of the (Fire-worshipping) Persians, there is one which
“represents ZoHAK as continuing immortal in a quadran-
“ gular place high up on this mountain, where all the sor-
“ cerers and magicians have assembled, from various quarters
‘ of the world, and constructed their habitations”('**). 'T'he
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(") *Higher upinte the sir is the bigh peak of Damoan, by Strabo in his 11, lib.
“ called Jasunia; whose top (shaped like a pyramid) surmounts as some think all other
« parts of Taurss; up which defatigating hill, nevertheless, we scrambled, but with
“difficalty.” ““The reason why we rode up was out of curiosity to see the baths,
“ so genernlly resorted tc.” Travels, p. 200, Third Edition, 1665.
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-next page informs us, that in Mount Damdvand are mines
of copperas (), and of (4em) a kind of antimony ; and (five
pages after), the author declares that be had seen it from the
city o™Rui; *tand heard that it had been discerned by several
“ peérsons trow a spot near Sdoch JFand it extends itself in the
€ undst of other mountains, and its summit resembles a lofty
“comcal dome, and from Ms base to the highest part is a
“disiance of four tarsangs” (**). Ile then repeats the story
of Zona 'k and the magicians under the mountain, from which
a vast body of smoke (plas o) perpefually ascends. &1r-
DAU, why preserves so many old traditions of the Persians,
has not omitted thg story ot Zoua’x, but particuﬁlrly de-
scribes his imprisonient in a dark and narrow pit on Mount
Daméavand(**); and this circumstance is noticed by many other

oets and Tomance writers, whom it is unnecessary to quote.
EBN Knarca’s, whose original Arabick work T have not
seen, informs us, (according to the MS. Persian translation of
it) that ** Dumbavand ( Dunbdvand &,\.50) is a territory in the
«“district of ‘Rai in Jeb&l (or Irak Agem), and by some
 called Dumbvand” (25,l03); but, adds he, “ the former mode
“of pronunciation (or of writing) is more accurate” (,a Jo¥ly).
In the MS. Tdrikh-i-Tabristan, an account ot Mounr Da-
mévand 1s given, chiefly on the authority of ArLr EpNy zEIN
AL Ca’Ten, who, in his book entitled the ¢ Paradise ot Philo-
“sophy,” (@wladl (w3 ) mentions that from the village
of Asek () to the summit, is a journey of two days; and
this, (the summit) resembles a conical tower or pointed dome
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of a building; and it is on every side perpetually covered
with snow; %ut, on the very highest part, there is a space
of thirty ‘acres (<. ) on which the snow never rests at any
season. Thisspace, hecsays, is sandy, and yields to a person’s
foot; and from it the other mountains appear like 1ncensi-
derable hillocks. On the top of Damavand, he adds, are
thirty -fissures or apertures (zl,,u o), from which the smoke
of sulphur issues with loud and “terrifick sounds; all these
volcanick symptoms indicating, that *“a fire certainly exists
““in the interior cavities of this mountain; and so violent is
““the wind which blows at this place, that no animal can
“ endure it”('").

In his extraordinary MS. work, the Ajdieb al Makhlikdt, or
¢ Wonders of Creation,” Zacari’a Cazvi’n1 has celebrated
the great moumtain Damdvand, situate in the vicinity of Rai;
its height, he informs, is such, that, on the back of the whole
earth ( e «iy ), there is not any mountain more lofty.
From his prolix account we learn, (besides mest of the cir-
cumstances above noticed by other writers) that between this
place and Hamadén is a distance of eight merhilleh (ds-,.) or
days stages; and that King Solomon imprisoned one of the
most formidable deemons in a cavern here; he multiplies the
thirty volcamicK craters or openings, mentioned in the Tdrikk-
t-Tabristén to seventy; and adds,thatbetween thismountainand
the sea is a space of twenty farsangs (i3 cwa); hisaccount
closes with stories of a talisman.  “ Damdvand,” says the geo-
grapher HAMpaLLAn, “is a celebrated and very lofty moun-
‘¢ tain, which may be seen at the distante of an hundred far-
““sangs; it is situate east-ward of the territory of Rai. Its
‘“summit is never free fromsnow ; in circumference it is equal
“to twenty farsangs, and exceeds five in height”(**®). He
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then mentions the flat ground of one hundred acres, on its high-
- est part, and the sliding sand; also the ice, which falling down
the mountain, sometimes overwhelms persons and destroys
them. . We learn also from HaMpALLAH, that the chief town
of Damdvand *“ was formerly called Meishdn; belongs to the
“fourth climate, and is situate in longitude, (from the For-
“ tunate Islands) 87-20; and latitude, (from the Equinoctial
¢line) 36-10. It was founded by CaiumMERATH, and the air
¢ of this place is cold; and among the truits which it produces,
“ the Abbasis are so excellent that they yield a ddshdb or paste
¢ of which syrop is made”(**®). Another geographer, SA'DEK
Israna’Ng, says that “by day a smoke issues from this
“ mountain on which are several cultivated and inhabited
¢« places; these are denominated Damavand, and the chief town
¢ of them Dimeh or Daimeh”'*). 'This name is so written
in the MS. Tdrikh-i-Tabristan; and seems to form part of
Daimébvand or Dimavand, as the mountain has been sometimes
denominated, according to the dictionary Burhin Katea,
(s aiyles of WU—u, Wals  But from the resemblance of o d
and , v in various Manuscripts, it appears Weimeh o1 IWimeh;
and the printed tables of ULven Beic describe Himah (aay,)
as the emporium of Donbawand ; assigning to it the same longi-
tude and latitude as IIampaLLan above quoted; although this
geographer entitles the emporium Meishan.-+/The variation

ey T S T R R R RS S L L L L Sl e Dbl e b D L L T T

V- CEWRS PPN [ R IV e 1) ol aaas aiylas (%)
Holo om gl wsls g g Wal bt 5 By Sl e
MS. Nuzkat al Culib, (ch. xig. 38 <\oyd ol ) Qb gl iz 2lapaa

Dy ol 0b) b gdlye of gy selate sy 14y, 5 (1)
See the MS Tahaktk al Irab, in voce. ..Lu‘,{ 40 ‘J‘_.J‘ dadd o M‘f- .\JJL..J
The volcanic appearances have beem noticed by writers before quoted ; wne their
accounts ure partly coufirmed by Sir Thomas Herbert, who having ascended 1o view
the medicioal buths, says, “we could aiscover thence the Caspian Sea, albeit vight
« score miles distant ; —ubove it is composed of sulphur which causes it to sparkle euch
* night ifke Etna: u pleusant object to the eve, but so offensive to the smell that it
*‘ requires a nosegay of gurlick in the ascending.” Travels, p. 209, edition of 1685,
According to the celebtated historians Mr'r®kHoND und KHONDEMI'R, this pheno-
menon is ascribed by the Magians to CA1uMERATH, who having found the hody of
bis son or grundson S1A'M £K, murdered by the dameas or savages, buried il ina pit
of this mouatain, and on the mouth of the pit kindled a gi -at fire; since which time, as
the Mugians relate, u flume isspes frequently every day from the pit, and sinks into. it
agmin, Seethe MSS, Ranzet ar’ Safé and Habib 4o'seir,
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in these accounts may arise from the great extent of that city
which comprehended, under the general name of Damévand,
several different villages and districts. I have already men-
tioned the reports of inhabitants who affirmed that the gates
and walls had inclosed a space of tour farsangs; and Gilird
at the distance of two miles, seemed to me but a continuation .
of the town. But the mountain has more attracted the notice
of Lastern writers than the city, however extensive; and my
account of it would be imperfect without mention of an extra-
ordinary circumstance to which the poets frequently allude;
while grave historians have recorded it, and some philosophers
endeavoured to explain, and reconcile it with probability orra-
ther possibility. In describing the ten years siege of A'mul,(p.
301), 1 reserved for the present occasion those terms on which
peace was concluded between the Persian king MiNnv'cHenr
and the Turdnian or Scythian invader A¥ra’s1aB. Having in-
formed us that hostilities ceased, Tanrr thus proceeds with
his narrative: “and the peace between them was made on
““these conditions, that a boundasy should be established,
¢ separating the Scythian from the Persian territories. All
“ bevond this line was to become the dominion of Arra’-
““gs1a‘B, and all on this side was to be Minv‘caeH®r’s; and
““neither was to encroach on the other’s property; and they
“ agreed that the strongest man should be chosen from Mi-
““NU'CHEHR’S army, and that he should shoot an arrow,
“ which, when fallen on the ground, was to mark the boun-
““dary. 'These terms having been mutually accepled, the
“treaty of peace was written.  Then Minv'cuenr from all
“his troops, selected a certain hero named A'resH, than
“whom, throughout the world, there was no man of greater
« strength, nor one more skilled in archery. The king com-
¢ manded him to. ascend Dambvand, which is not exceeded
“in loftiness by any mountain, und thence to shoot an arrow
“with all his might. A’rResu having ascended Damévgnd
““shot the arrow with such force that it passed from the land
““of Tabristdn and fell on the bank of the river Jaikdn or
“ Oxus; and AFra’sia’s was much afflicted, as it thus became
“ necessary Lhat he should resign to MiNu’cHEH R hisdomin-
““ ions siluate between Sarkhes and the Jaihdn; for the tetms .
“‘had been made and the treaty signed so that he could not:
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“recede from the conditions. He therefore withdrew his
“army beyond the river Jaihin, thus-established as the boun-
“dary, and MiNv‘cHEHR came forth from the castle of
“ 4’mul and retired to the land of Rai”(*). MI’RK1IOND
allows that this story is incomprehensible; yet relates the cir-
cumstances as preceding authors had transmitted them; the
wonderful arrow, he says, was flying from sunrise till mid-
day(**®). This taleis repeated in the MS. Farhang Jehdngiri,
where we read, that to commemorate this event, the thirteenth
day of the month Tér (October, or *‘the arrow”) is celebrated
as a festival, and considered auspicious by the (Fire-worship-
ping) Persians, like the Nawrtz or Mihrgan, and called 1irgdn
or the “arrow-festival”’(**); and in this dictionary the river
Jaihtn, near which the arrow fell, is styled A‘m#; and in the
Burhdn Katea, more accurately (as it appears) Aman('*),
As that golden arrow, of such classical celebrity, which
wafted Abaris through the air, has been a subject of much
learned conjectural explanation, so we find that some have
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(™) See the MS. Tarékh i Tabri, history of MiNU'cHEHR. In this account we

further read that the king uppointed A'RESH (L/':)‘) 1o be commander of all his archers.
But a rare work (of which I have never seen a second copy) declares that A'REsH de-
voted himself for the advantage of his sovereign and the honour of his country, and that,
as he had foretold, the exertion of his utmost strength in shooting the arrow cost him

bis life, and he was torn to pieces (A& 9‘-." ‘)ti)' See the MS. Nau#iz Nimeh in the
account of ancieut Persian festivals, celebrated during (a\aJ:tJ') Tir mak, or October,
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‘The learned Hyde of Oxford, who laments that his copy of the Jehangiri was defoctive
and inaccurately wriiten, seems, however, to have chitcfly borrowed from it the account
of this festival ; und suys that MINU'CHEHR was besieged * in castello Tivistun,” (i. e.

]

Bagittarumn regio), (See the ** Histor. Relig. Veterum Persarum,” edit. 1700, p, 248

and 42%). My copy of the Persian Dictionary for Tiristin )V o ;M reads Tabristin,

(‘yuu_ﬁt?) more consistently with the word A'mul immediately following, thus,—
add uﬁalmd ‘_L" uU.d).ﬁ wJJ &g).i.‘;l-,.;a

The usual manaer of writiug Tabristam wilh the iuitial |, is Arabick not Persian,

('™ Awd, sccording to this Dictionary (in voce]is jhe abridgement of A'mén, &.
eclebzuted river separating Téres (Scythis) from Irén or Persia, &c,
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attributed the exploit of A'r EsH to magick, or to the assistance
of an angel} whilst other ingenious commentators divest the
story of its most marvellous circunstances, and suppose the
arrow to express figuratively, that the Persians invaded and
by their skill in archery, obtained possession of the enemy’s
country ; that A’REsH was the successful general; that he
determined the boundaries; and that by the magick characters
inscribed on his wonderful arrow, nothing more is understood
than the written orders which he despatched with the utmost
expedition to the farthest borders of Persia. Others, how-
ever, are willing to interpret the story more literally ; and, on
the authority of different chronicles, DowLeT Sua’n informs
s that the arrow was so contrived as to contain a chymécal
mixture of quick-silver and other substances, which, when
heated by the sun, augmented the original force of projection
in such a manner, that it reached to Marv. Itappears incre-
dible, says DowLET Stia’u, that an arrow could be impelled
at one shot to the distance of forty merhillehs or days jour-
ney; yet we arc assurcd by the illustrious SHEIKH A'ZERT
in his work entitled “Jewels of Secrets,” that the great Apr
Ar1 St'na (Avicenna) did not consider it as beyond the com-

ass of human ingenuity. But if, according to the poet
ghzm\u Arvu’zi, the arrow flew from A'mul, and not from
Damdvand, the wonder may be reduced comparatively almost
to nothing; for DowrLeT Sua’n informs us that within one
farsang of Marv is a place called A’'mul, as we find near
Samarkand the village of Shirdz; and in Khudirezm a village
which bears the name of Baghdad. But on the authority of
Tasrr1 and other historians, we must suppose Damdvand to
be the scene of A’rEsH’s exploit; and it is not improbable

that the poet Arvu‘z, like other writers, used A'mul for
Tabristdn. -

After a halt of some hours at Damévand we proceeded
nearly two miles to Gildrd (M), a beautiful village which
the king had lately given to his son, the Prince of Sdri, and he
had consigned to the jurisdiction of his Vazir, the father of my
Mehmdnddr.  Here this young man was received b -4l inha-
bitants with every demonstration of a cordial welcome; and
as his guest, I partook of their hospitality. Géldrd (o)),
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sometimes written after the Arabick fashion Jildrd (o $1».), i8
said to have been a part of Damdvand in former times; this
seems highly probable from the vestiges of buildings in the
interinediate space; and I should almost suspect that Pietro
della Valle bad confounded one with the other, when he men-
tions his “passing,on the journey between Firdzkéth and
“Tehrdn ) several villages, and among others a large one called
““ Ghilas or Ghilard”(*®); but that travelling i haste, he
probabty chose the road which leads to this place from A'ien
e werzén, in a direction shorter by two or three miles than that
through Damdvand. My desire of visiting the ancient city
had induced me to prefer the more circuitous way; but our
muleteers with the baggage and spare horsescame by the other.

On the seventeenth of March, we left Géldrd before six
o’clock ; atthree miles a road to Damdavand turned off on our
right; at eight miles we crossed a small river running towards
the south; and two miles farther we passed by the village of
Bii-mehen, five or six bundred yards distant on our right.
This is reckoned three tarsangs trom Damdvand ; three trom
Gildrd and as many from Jagjerad(**). At fourtéen miles we
crossed a brook, and about the twentieth or twenty-first mile
Lalted near the river Jdjertid, and having breaktasted, rode
through its stream; this, though not half tull, was very wide
and rapid, and lifted off their fecet some of our mules, and
others belonging to a kofiluh from Tehrdn; two or three of
which were carried down by the current and almost drowned.
Near this ford we saw, but did not enter, a handsome brick-
built caravanserd, erected by the present king.  The village of
Jéjertid, though situate among the adjacent hills, was not visi-
ble trom the spot where we halted.  According to Ham-
pALLAY, “this river Jdjertd flows from Mount Damdivand to
¢ the territory of Rai;” he adds thatitis easily and copiously
distributed in irrigation, supplying nearly forty drains or
n“-.:mmov“o PRSPPI T TR T TR R Y D R A A

('®) « Cuvatesi dunque in fretta, e passai diverse ville: ma trd le altre una grossa,
",chinm:t&a,_ghmc & Ghilsrd.” Viaggi. Letters 4. da Cazvin, 1618 .

(*®) Sir Thomas Herbert, in his Travela. (third editi'on, p. 218) through some mis-
take (probably of Damdvand for Tebrén ) bas described “LBomaheem, five and twenty,
“ miles from Damoan,” '
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@nhe’]s; that Rai is chiefly wdtered by its stream, which in
“fhe sprinf season s subterraneously absorbed. ¢ This river,
¢« he adds, abounds with thesfish called K:z/-dlek, and in the
« extent of its course runs five and twenty farsangs”(*¥),

Having crossed the Jdjertid we windedmmong hills for two
hours and a half; then entered the great plain of Rai and saw
before us, five or six miles distant, the city of Tehran, where

we alighted at five o’clock, after a journey (from Gildrd) of
about thirty seven miles.

+seoee L

L1 2 = o 2 J
B2l e o ey s opate 2 Sk o lagele o ()

a3l K aniyy s g (i S5 wp o &
MS, Nuzhat al Culub, Chapter of R{\:ﬂﬁ, 4 o %y



CHAPTER XVIII.

- s

Second Residence at Tehrdn, and Journey to Tabrix.

-

MONG the circumstances which occurred at Tehrdn

within a space of ten weeks, (the duration of my second
residence there), I shall first notice the celebration of a festival
instituted, according to the Persians, at a very early period
of their monarchy ; and observed, though with different de-
grees of splendour, through all the religious and political
revolutions that have happened during the course of two thous~
and six hundred years. This festival is styled Nawriz (),
a name signifying the “New Day,” first of the Persian solar
year, and season of the vernal equinox; it commenced at
Tekran a little before midnight on the twentieth of March,
when a gun was fired from the Areg or citadel, and the sup-
posed entrance of the sun, at that moment, into the zodiacal
sign of the ram, was announced by the royal drums and
trumpets, of which obstreperous instruments the sounds did
not ccase for many hours  Next morning, at ten o’clock, the
king sent some trays, containing Khelaats or dresses of honour,
to be distributed by the Ambassador among the English gen-
tlemen ; a kabd or coat of rich gold brocade, an outer garment
or balé pish, and two shawls for each, with a specimen of the
latest coinage, chiefly small pieces of gold and silver money,
struck rather to serve for private gifts on this occasion, than
for publick currency.  About noon, and almost constantly
throughout the day, pistols and muskets were discharged in
various quarters of the city; there was a general appearance
of rejoicing; the people interchanged little presents of oranges,
flowers and other trifles, and on every side was heard the usual
cowpliment “ Ide-i-shuma mublrek bashe!!” “may your fes-
“tival be auspicious!™ At four o’clock we accompanied the
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Ambassador to court, clothed in our Persian dresses. On
entcring the A'reg we were received by the master of cere-
monies “and other officers of the palace, who conducted us to
a very handsome room, ceiled and almost lined with mirrors;
the walls, to above four feet from the floor, being composed
of a fine yellowish-green marble. In the middlc was a sqquare
basin or fountain, wherein clear water constantly circulated
by means of subterraneous tubes; near this the king sat, after
our European fashion, on an arm-chair, of very antique ap-
pearance; its legs being so high that his feet scarcely reached
to the carpet. Ile asked me several questions respecting Mé-
zenderan, and seemed much pleased at my favourable report
of that province, for which he has always entertained a strong
predilection as the country of his tribe, the Kajars. There
were present three of the king’s sons, and one of his sons in
law. After our audience, his Majesty presented to the Am-
bassador a star composcd of diamonds and emeralds, sur-
rounding the arms of Persia, (a lion with the sun rising over
his back) enamelled in gold('). 'This festival of the Nauriz
lasted several days, during which there were freqm:nt dis-
charges of artiller y and muskt try, and displays of fire-works;
partlcuhuly on the 27th, when the king invited Sir Gore
Ouseley and his party to a grand exhibition at the Areg.
Although this invitation was not generally accepted, I con-
trived, wnh the assistance of a l’erman friend, to vutneqs,
privately, the chief entertainments. The king sat in that
small chamber over the gate-way of the ’Urud:m, which he
had occupied at the Muharrem ceremonies, described in a
former chapter, (p. 1053).« Iere he reviewed a long line of
mules (onc hundred, as it was said) each carrying on its back
a beautiful Indian sha.wl and a bag containing one thousand
tumdns in gold coin. These were the pru.cuts, or rather the
annual tribute or revenue of Isfahdn, sent by the Ami'N aD
pov LEH ; several processions of men bearing valuable gifts
of ditterent kinds had already passed before my arrival; the
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(*) The Shir u Khiwrshid Irim:i (gr'f" O 9> o Ja\w) or * Persian Lion and Sup,”

constitute the niskin (u 3} or mark of distinction with which his Majesty has deco-
rated some Euronean ministers. military officers and others.
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offerings of those princes and noblemen who governed in
various provinces and great cities of the empire. To the pre-
sents succeeded rope dancing, and wrestling of Pahlawdns ;
circumstances did not allow me to see this part of the enter-
tainment with such advantage as Mr. Morier enjoyed (in 1809),
but 1 can bear ample testimony to the accuracy with which
he has described it; and refer my reader to the account given
in his “'I'ravels,” (Vol. I. p. 208). The attack of a young lion
on a small bull, apparently too fecble to resist even a large
d()g was the last scene that I had an opportunity of witnes-
sing this day, which closed the Ide or festival. Itis generally
contrived that the lion should prove victorious, for as a Per-
sian told me, (and as Father Angelo has obscrved) it would
be decmed an inauspicious omen were the king of beasts to
be “defeated in the royal presence(?). Next morning (the
28th) we attended according to royal invitation the Torse-
race, usually exhibited at this scason. A sumptuous tent had
been prepdre(l for the king, about a mile from the city-walls,
near the Cazvin road, on an open part of the plain; thither we
proceeded at seven o’clock, conducted by Mi'rza Snerra,
and took our stations almost opposite the tent. A very long
and grand procession of five hundred camels then 'ul»dncul
each camel carrying a man, gaudily dressed, who managed
a Zemburek or swivel gun, placed lmmedmlch before Inm,
whilst his saddle was de ccorated with a sniall flag of dlﬁuent
colours that fluttered behind him ; next came five or six ele-
phants, with splendid seats or covered thrones, fastened on
their backs, but empty ; soon after the king himself arrived
on horscback, alighted and enterce the teut, which circums-
stance was pl()c]dlmt‘d by the discharge of some Jembireks
and the sounds of drums, trumpets and other instruments of
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(* This ingenious missionary had seen the lions three times in the same day over-
thrown by oxen, and once even by a lean cow, ut the Naurdz celebrated in prescuce
Oof SHA'A BULEYMA'N; but on this occasion two lions were set against oune ox, and
when he fell to the ground, overpowered in the unequal contest, his throat was imme-
diately cut by the attendants, as any defeat of the king of wnunals would have been
reckoned un unlucky omen. ¢ Viddi tre voite nel istesso ginrno d'il ( Nou row: ) equi-
‘“ nozzio verno, calpestati gli lioni da i bovi, anst da ypa vacca magra in presenza del
“re, (SOLEIMON) mi in quel caso largono ‘dui lioni contr un bove; accio caschi &
“ subito gli tnghanu la gola; altrimente panrcbbt di mal wug i ch'il re de gli ammali
“ fogse vinto,” Gazophyl, Pers.’p. 195, (1tal, column in Leone ),
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the royal band. The winning horse now approached, gal-
loping with considerable fleetness; a half-starved animal,
which, however, his rider, a little boy, could scarcely stop
“near the king’s tent ; another horse appeared after an interval
of about ten minutes ; then came two or three together ; and
at last within an hour the ten which had been trained were all
assembled ; of these, some had commenced the race at a dis-
tance of five farsangs or eigchteen miles ; others at three far-
sangs, according to their reputed strength and speed. They
all seemed to have suffered most deplorably, not only from
this exertion but the previous excessive reduction of their
food; and, as it was acknowledged, some of those that run at
this exhibition, do not in general survive it many days. The
boy whose horse had won, was rewarded with a purse of mo-
ney. After this, in consequence of a message from the kin
to the Ambassador, we alighted and were conducted to the
tent. His majesty sat, as during the last mentioned inter-
view, ou a high old-fashioned chair, the Ambassador near
him on a carpet, and the other gentlemen stood opposite, not
on the carpet, but under the shelter of the tent. The kin
received us most graciously, chatted on various subjects, talk-
ed again about Mdazenderdn, and expresed much satisfaction
at my account of the prince’s new garden at Séri, and of his
kindness towards me, which, he told the Ambassador, should
be recompensed with a khelaat. e desired us to examine
some dead birds which lay on the ground, as they were exceed-
ingly rare, found in the vicinity of Mount Damdvand; these were
thekabk-deri(g,0 SS), resembling partridges in some respects,
butalmost twice as large. «“T'he sinell of their feathers,’” said
the king, *“when burnt, is an infallible preservative against
““the plague.” During this audience, which lasted nearly
twenty minutes, small parties of soldiers galloped about in
front, throwing the jeréd and firing carbines at each other ;
several of the princes also were close to the tent, but none of
them dismounted from their horses.  When the kingeset out
on his return to the city there was a discharge of Zembareks,
as on Insarrival at the race-ground.  We tollowed soon after,
with the multuitude. It would seem, however, that the selfish
and jealous men had dented to their wives and daughters the
enjoywent ol this show, tor 1 could not discern one female
among the thousands of spectators.
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Thus ended an exhibition which we must consider rather as
an appendage to the Nauriz, than a spectacle belonging to
the original celebration of that festival which, properly, should
have lasted only six whole days, as I learn from various Eastern
writers and learned Europeans who have ably illustrated the
antiquities of Persia(®). According to that valuable MS.
work, the Naurtz Nameh * the Persian monarchs after JEM-
“su1'p divided a portion of the month Farvardin {or March)
‘“into six parts, which constituted this festival; the first was for
““kings or princes; the second for nobles; the third for ser-
“vants; the fourth for dependants and relations; the fitth for
“ the lower classes of people in general, and the sixth for pea-
“sants. And during the Sasanian dynasty, it was customary
“for the king to begin the Nauwriz, sitting each day for the
“reception of a different class, to whom he dispensed his
“favours; and the sixth day he passed in private, with a few
¢ particular favourites and select companions, wheretor.: this
“day was entitled the Nauriz Khdseh; on this day. also, by
“the king’s command, the presents which had been collected,
“ were bluught torth into his presence, and he, having in-
“spected them, distributed some among the people, and
“ caused the remainder to be deposited 1 his treasury”().
The six days of this festival are hkewisc mentioned in that
excellent MS. Farhang or dictionary the Jehangiri, which
relates under the article Neauriz many other circumstances
concerning it; and the Furhang Burhin Kdatea gives nearly
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() Thes Hyde in his “ Historia Relig. Vetgr, Persarum,” chap xix. (Ixoun. 1700,
p. 237), " Nam est festum Hexaémeron sen sex dierun.”  And-Anquetil du Perron
in his *¢*Usages Civiles et Relie.” &c. Zendavesta, 'Tom, I p. 574, *“Les fétes les
“ plus solemnelles chez les Parses sont—1°. Le No rouz ¢'vst i dire le nowveau (le pre-
“ mier ) jour (dc lannée): Celte fete dure six jours.”
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the same account with some little addition; it informs us that
Naurdz (j,9), sigmifying riz-e-naw (yi5,,) or ““the new day,”
is two-fold ; one calied Nauruz AamthJ (4le), the popular or
vulgar; the other Nauriz Khdsek (45, the select or noble.
That styled Aameh happens on the first day ol the month
Farvardin (p9,5p), ov March; w hen sol begins to enter aries,
and bis arrival at this point is reckoned the first moment of’
spring. It is said that on this day the Almighty created the
world, and that by divine command the seven planets first
began to move in the sign of aries; Adam also was created
on this day, and therciore it is entitled Nauriz or * the new
“day.” Butaccording to some traditions, Jemsu1’D, whose
name was originally Jrwm, and whom the Arabs denominate
MEeru'saresn (z L..m) having travelled round the world,

arrived at lvnnlh m A‘zerbaijan, where he caused a throne
richly studded with jewels to be placed in a lofty situation,
and facing the Last; then, having put a splendid crown upon
hie head, she ascended the throne, and sat in such a manner
that the rising sun glistened on the brilliant ornaments of his
crown and seat with a dazzling lustre; and the people being
delighted, exclaimed, “ This is the New Dayv;” and as bright-
ness or hght 1s c‘cplessed in the Pallavi |.mL,uage by Shid,

this word was added to his original name Jewm, and the
monarch has been since entitled J smMsH1’D: and a great fes-
tival was at that tiime celebrated, whicl custom has established
on the annual recurrence of this day; and the Nawrtiz K hésch
happens on the day named K hurdidd ( «ls2), which is the sixth
of the month Farvardin (or March).  On this day king J en-
si1i’p again seated himself upon the throne, and assembled
his nobles, and addressed the people with affability, saying,

“Yc are creatures of the Almighty God, and it is meet that ye
should render your bodies pure by ablutions with water, and
that ye should employ yourselves in devotion and thanks-
giving to the Lord; and on cvery return of this day ye shall

observe these ceremonics.”  Therefore they called that day .
the Nawrtz-e-Khiseh. It is said, that the Akasreh or Sasa-
nians were acccustomed every year, from the lesser to the
greater Nauriz, a space of six days, to comply with the re-
quests of their subjects, and to liberate prisoners and pardon

criminals, occupying themselves in festivity and rejoicing



March 1812.] TEHRA'N. 343

and the word Naurtz is written after the Arabick manner,
() Niriz. 'T'o the Nauriz I assigned (in p. 337) an anti-

uity of two thousand six hundred years, supposing that king
.(]:l MsH1'D, who is said to have instituted the testival, reigned
about e:{“hl centurics before the era ot Christ, dLC()[‘dlllg to Sir
W Jones’s moderate calculation, (Sec his ““Short History of
“Persia”).  Dr. Hyde has collected in his adimirable treatise
on the religion of the ancient Persians, many interesting par-
ticulars of their solar year and various festivals; tcllml3 us in
general terms that all Eastern traditions agree respecting
JEMsu1’p’s reformation of the calendar before used, aud his
mstitution of the new epoch, which continued until the
time of Yezprcaro, last monarch of the Sasanian dynasty,
who in the year of our era 632 introduced that which bears
his name. Yet this learned antiquary scems to consider as
fabulous those traditions which attribute to JeMsH1’D the
festival, as it exists at present with its division of six days,
and lesser and greater Naurtz. 'This, he contends, was the
work of JeLa'L ap DI'N MeLex Sua’w, third sultan of the
Seljitkian tamily, a prince who reigned n the cleventh century
of Christ. (See Hyde’s Relig. Vet. Pers. capp. xiv. xix). Now,
although in the Jamia al Hekayat, and many MS. chronicles
of most respectable historians, Fazraviau, Berze'vi, Be-
NA'KETL, Mi‘rkunonD, his son Knonpemi'g, and the whole
multitude of minor authors who copy one from another, the
Nauriiz is said to have been instituted by Jemsui'n, vet 1
should not weigh their assertions agamst the doubts of such a
man ag Hyde, but suppose that they had erroncously aseribed
to the ancieut monarch, what was in reality, the work of a
princc, comparatively mudcrn, did it not appear that before
SuLrTa’N JELALEDDI’N was born, two very eclebrated writers
had already traced the te-ﬁwal up to JEMsurp’sreten. These
writers are Tasrr and Firvavs: whose works Dr. Hvde
seems to have attentively studied, and often ¢uotes with the
respeet due to such vencrable authority.  Itis possible that
the Manuscripts which he consulted may have been imper-
fect, like too many other Fastern writings, from the onmission
of certain passages, through the noghgence or ignorance of
transcribers; but it 18 not’ very probaole that his copies of
Tasri and Firpavs: should both happen to be defective
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in the particular history of Jemsui’p.  Thrce fine copies of
Tasrr’s chronicle, and four of Fiupausr’s poem, now lying
betore me, agree in stating that the name of Naurdz was first
bestowed on a memorable day during the rcign of JEmMsur’p.
Having related many acts of this monarch, the historian adds
that “he afterwards assembled the sages and learned men,
“and placed them before his throne, and he himself sat upon
““the throne, and administered justice, and ail the people
““ were gathered together around hiny, and that day was named
“ Nauruz, or “the new day”(’). Firpauvsi, in a very early
partot his Shdhndmeh, describes the power and the virtues of
JeEmsu1r'D; bis vartous inventions and the useful arts which
he wtroduced amwong men; his division of the Persians into
four classes, and has splendid throne; ““around which,” says
Firvoaust, ““all the people crowded, lost in amazement at
“his glory and prosperity. On JEmsmi’p they scattered
“precious jewels, and called that day the “ncew day.” 1t
“was tht beginning of the new year, on the day Hormuzd
“jin the month of Farvardin (or March), when the body was
‘ relieved from fatigue, and the mind from anger or vexation,
“ that the nobles to express Lheir delight, prepared a banquet
“of wine, and called for musical instruments and sweet sing-
“ing minstrels.  From this time an auspicious festival of
¢ the same kind has continued among us; a memorial of the
““ancient kings”(®).
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Tarilh Tubri (Reign of JEMSHI'D).  So the passage is written in the 1wo mus! ancient
capies of my collection ; one having (after the word ‘J\ALD) an interlinear addition, thus
J‘L.a).‘)ﬂ e signifying (that he assembled the wise wmen) *“ one certain day in

the year:” und a third copy, u_wclern and replete with interpolations from the works
of autuors two or three cenfuries later than TABRI, mentions the sitting of JuMsHI'D
in the seat of justice, adding that
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“it was on the day of Hormuz in the month of Furvardin (or March): theu the . made
*“ that day the Nawriz, a festival still observed among us.” 1 am incliped to suspect
that the transcriber of tlus madern copy, has borrowed his information concerning the
day Hormuz, the month Farverdin, and the continuation of the Nauruz, from some
verses of FIRDAUSI quoted in the next note,
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To the Naurds, festival succeeded on the fourth of April,
some discharges of artillery, announcing the arrival of four
hundred and fifty Russian prisoners, whohad been taken in that
battle of which I firstheard an exaggeratel rumour when on my
return from Mézenderdn (p.319), and were now sent to Tehrdn
by the prince of Tabriz, ABBA’s M1'RZA’, fOr the gratification .
of his royal father. Eight were officers, the highest in rank.
a captain; sixty men had died on the march, and eighty others .
were in a lamentable condition, from their wounds, which .
no one amongst them was capable of dressing, their surgeon-
having himselr been killed or disabled; all were quartered in.
the house of AM1°N AD DOULEH, which we had first occupied,
and the eight officers were crowded together in the single-
room that had been appropriated to me.. Mr. Cormick and
Mr. Sharp lost not a moment’s time in administering medical
selief to the sick and wounded men. On the fifth, Mr..
Morier, Lieutenant Willock and I; paid our respects to the
Russian officers, who were indulged with the use of the grea
hall, or Dévdn Khéneh, for the reception of visiters.. We con-
versed by signs, for it happened that none of the Russian
ntlemen could speak or understand either English, French, .
talian, Latin, or. Persian. The captain, a young man of
good figure, and two others, were well dressed, in uniform

een coats, red collars, and gold epaulettes, having the
number (twenty) on the strap ; the others had lost their bag-
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This passuge occurs in my four copies of the SAdR NémeA, with a few slight variations.
Before these lines ( Y ,_]\.w _y &0.) meationiag the new year and day of Hormuzd, a
distich occurs in one copy which informs us that “* the monarch commanded his pev-
ple at the season of the Nukrd to prepare a banquet in his presence.”
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The wlrds wub ré slthough distinctly written, appear marked by some critical
reader with a litile churacter, as if doubtful in the signification, or erroneously tran-.
scribed  Nub rd, however, * the nine faces, or ts,” may be an astronomical ex-
pression. Bu! as the manuscript, although extremely beautiful and nch in illuminated
pictures, is not wholly free from graphical errourd ;¥ suspect that sub ré 3 & should .
bave bee 3} 4e mak nou (the new moon), or, more prob:bly, jo s gewriz, .
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ge and seemed distressed for clothes. Next day the Am-
bassador invited all those officers to dinner; two only came;
the captain and licutenant. On this occasion a man who
spoke Persian had offered to interpret, but he understood

ussian so imperfectly that the officers themselves compre-
hended what we wished to say, much better than he. I
récollect than when the Ambassador asked him what was
the Russian term for wine, pointing to a bottle of Madeira or
Claret, he who probably considered strong spirits as the finest
of all liquors, immediately answered “arrack,” on which the
Russian gentlemen looking at the fellow with contempt and
indignation, corrected his blunder, and mentioned the word
which in their language served to express wine.

‘On the fourteenth of April we went to dine with M1’rza
‘SHEF1A at eight o’clock in the evening; our party was small
‘but select, and most of the Persian guests intelligent, polite
and wellinformed men, of lively manners and very pleasing
conversation. The Russian captain was present; he had been

raciously received by the king, according to whose desire

1e was now decorated with the cross of some order of knight-
hood, which had been found among the baggage of a Russian
field-officer. One Persian of the company was well acquaint-
ed with the remote North-Western frontiers; -and to a ques-
tion from the Ambassador respecting Balkh, Samarkand and
Bokhérd, he replied that no man should undertake a journey
to those places, (especially from Herdt to Balkh), who was
not willing to sell his-head for ten Shéhis, (the smallest pieces
of silver coin). Two days after we proceeded to visit the
great MunanMED ALt Kua'n; he had conducted the istikbdl
which met us on ours:cl)pmach to the capital. My praises
of Mézenderdn pleased him very much. being a native of
Asterdbdd; the word kela (X) used for _so dehi (or *village™),
is, he said, of the old Persick language, or Furs Kadim
(5 w9); and he mentioned that all the wood used n the
construction of Na'pir Saa’n’s fifty gun ship, of which the
remains are still visible near Béshehr (See Vol. 1. p- 188),
had been sent the whole way trom Méazenderdan 1o Hormus;
and that a calculation had been wade ascertdining the cost
©f every square inch, transported by lund carriage so many
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hundred miles, and through countries presenting obstacles of
such various- kinds.. I have lost the memorandum of this
sum,. but recollect that it almost exceeded the bounds of
credibility..

On the nineteenth we went to the Areg soon after ten.
o.clock, and paid our respects to MunaMmMED ALt Mr'rza’,
the prince of Kirmanshéh, who had lately arrived, and as the
king’s guest was lodged in the emdret (< \nz) or takhi-i-khirshid
(a2 jya ki), “the Palace of the Sun;” a handsome range of
apartments(’). The room in which he received us was orna<-
mented with warble; this formed the walls for about four:
feet trom the floor, it had a fine yellowish ground, with natural.
spots or clouds of darker and lighter tints; these were very
neatly carved into various figures, the relief projecting about
one third of aninch;.the blackish parts represented the torms.-
of crows or ravens; the light brown, of hares and other ani--
mals; and those of a reddish or blueish cast, served toexpress.
flowers, after the manner of cameo or camaien-work, a style -
of sculpture not altogether unkuown to the Persians of former
ages(®). The prince was dressed in a-plain coat ot light-
coloured cloth, but had many pearls, rubies or garnets, eme-
ralds and other jewels, apparently of great value, about him,
particularly in the éézébands on his arms. His dagger, and
the water-pipe which he smoked were extremely rich with dia-
monds; but he wore a very low Kuldh. or cap of black Bokk-.
drd lambskin.. In age he seemed from about twenty-seven to.

-
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(") We understood that the king had gone on # hunting party this morning; as, whilst
he remainsin the capital, his sous are not allowed to receive visits of ceremony,

(" Thus from the Mugjizat, a Persian manuscript quoted by Dr. Hyde in the pre-
face of "his « Hist. Relig. Veterum Persarum,” we learn that the equestrian statue of -
Kuuskav (or Chosoes) in the mountsin of Biswéién, was so admirably sculptured,
that seme persons regarded it 8s the work of praternaturul artists; for the minutest
parta were represented iu the stone, and of their proper colours, black, white and red;
* ot int figurse sculptura ubi oportet ut sit nigrum ibi est nigrum, et ubi albun, ibi albam;
« etubi, rubrum, ibi est rubrum: et hinc.est quod homines dixerint illud opus non fuissa
* morinlium aed deemonum.” This is the stutue which several travellers have visited
near Kirménshak in Curdistdn. M. Otter, Voyage, &c. Tome l..r. 184, &c. Khgjeh

- Abdalkerim ; (Memoirs, &c). Pere Emanuel de 8t, Albert; (Mem, de I'Acad. dee
1pscript. Tome axvil. Ferrieres Ssuvebgeof; (Memoires, 6. Tome 1I). M. I‘Abt.;& de.
" Beaucbamps (in de Sacy’s Mem, sur diverses antiq, de la Pe:se, p, 324), M, Olivier,

(Yoynges, &c.)
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twenty-cight years; his figure was robust, and his countenance
intelligent and manly, with an ex ression of the eyes which
some thought severe or satirical; his beard was very long and
tinged of the deepest black; in speaking he generally looked
up, towards the ceiling of the room. It did not appear to
me that he much resembled in face either the king or any of
the other princes whom I had seen. Many of his questions
related to Yangidunia, or America, a favourite topick of con-
versation with the great men in Persia; he, however, seemed
particularly well acquainted with the history of the new world;
the first discovery of it; the cruelties exercised there by the
Spaniards; the mines and other productions. This know-
ledge, as we heard, he had derived from an Italian or French
physician, for some time resident at his court. On many
-other subjects he possessed accurate information, and was
reckoned by all who spoke of him, extremely clever, actiye
and enterprising; with very strong military propensities; “ge-
“ perousand brave; an excellent horseman, and surprisingly
“¢ dexterous in managing the scimitar ;" ““kheily rashid u suvér
“ usdheb-i-shamshir,” (s ole 4 )\ ady Jas). It was
‘whispered that the trét.:; between ﬁgfandimﬁer‘sia, now
nearly brought to a conclusion, and appointing’as successor
to the throne ArBa‘s Mi’rza’, the prince of Tabriz, had
much displeased MunamMeD Arr Mr'sza’, whose friends
described him as eldest of the king’s soss; and occasioned
his sudden visit to the capital; for he had travelled fifteen
manzels or days stages in the time usually allowed for five.
Of his troops, he had gained the affections not only by his-
personal boldness, but by.unlimited munificence; We also
heard, that during the last Ide or festival of the Naurfiz, he
had distributed, besides other rewards and presents, three
hundred and seventy-four Khelaats or dresses of honour. It
was mentioned that his son, seven or eight years old, accom-
panied MusAMMED ALt M1'rea’ to %chrdn, and had beén
Ereaented by him to the king, who made inquiries congerning
is grandson’s progress in reading, and the study of poetry.
“ Sir,” said the boy, “I can recite by heart, the sonnets of
‘“ Ha’r1z, the elegies of SaaD1, a series of heroick verses from
“ the Shdhndmeh of F1rDAUSI, of one of your Majesty’s own
“ poems;” this he performed in such a mauner as highly
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pleased and flattered the king, whose Divdn is replete with
very excellent poetry.

Early on thetwenty-second, Eliza Shirin,theinfantdaughter
of Sir Gore Ouseley, was relieved by death from the pains of a
tediousillness; and in the evening was buried near some trees
of the royal garden called Suitdan dbdd, between the Cazvin and
the Shah abd al dzim gates, within the city walls; a spot granted
by the king for this particular purpose. Mr. Moricr read
the funeral service; and from the design drawn by him, a
little monument was, within four or five days, erected over
the place of interment; after my sketch is given the repre~
sentation which closes the last chapter of this volume.

Torseveral days the Persian ministers had promised to send
the ratified definitive treaty, but according to their usual
system of diplomacy, delayed it on many frivolous pretences;
at length they assured the Ambassador that he should receive
it on the twenty-eighth of April, fairly transcribed, and
stamped with the royal signet; but the evening before, it was
intimated from the king, that as Luna was in Scorpio, under
appearances not very auspicious, he would defer business of
such importance until the twenty-ninth; that he had no ob-
jection, however, to accept, meanwhile, the presents from
England which the Ambassador was preparing to send him.
We visited on the third of May, at seven o’clock in the morn-
ing, Navru‘z Kua’n, a nobleman related to the king; he
talked much of horses aad their different breeds; their pecu-
liar qualities and distinctions; apd said that he never could
sleep at night until he had iunspected all his stables. We
next proceeded to the house of FATes ALt Kna'’w, generally
entitled Melek as’shaara (\28\ ), or “King of the Poets,”
He has been for somc years employed in the composition
of a great work, called Shdhinshdh ndmeh (w\i sia\s), oc
** History of the King of Kings,” celebrating in heroick verse
the present monarch’s reign, and considered as a continuation
of Finpaust’'s Shdhndmeh. Heseemed a man of talents and
considerable ingenuity ; evincing a strong tastc for paiating,
ausick and-other arts and.sciences.
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We partook on the twelfth of a grand dinner at thie Ami‘n
AD’poviLEN’s house, 10 which. we went soon after seven-
o’clock in the evening. The general hospitality and muni--
ficence of this minister- promised much, but the entertainment
surpassed all thatI, at least, had expeeted ; and though there
was a profusion of meat and frui, it-might-have been styled:
the feast of roses, for the floor of the great haii oropen-fronted-
t4l4r, was spread in the middle and i the recess with roses
forming the figures of cypress trees; reses decorated all the-
candlesticks which were very numerous; the surfuce -of the
hawz or reservoir of water was completely covered with rose-
leaves ; which also were thickly seattered on the principal
walks leading to the mansion. OQur host had been detained-
much later than usual this evening, on business of importance
at the Derb-i-Khéaneh (or Der-e-Khdnek), *“'The house of
‘ the Royal Gate,” or * King’s Court;” and after we had sat’
about half an hour, a Mi1’r2a’, who in his absence received:
guests, called for the musicians, and a band of sdzindeh (ss5;\)
or instrumental performers immedrately assembled, the most
excellent that Tehrdn, or perhaps any other Persian city could
afford. With these was one man who exerted his voice only ;-
the instruments were two kemdncheh ; that sort of violin before
described (Vol. 1. p.238); one santir or dulcimer, (of the form
represented in Misc. Pl. fig. 29) ; the wire strings of which were -
struck with little eroeked sticks; one sektdreh or guitar; and -
two ddireh or tambourines.  All'the performers occasionally
joined their voices to the tones of their instruments, and the
man who led this band, (playing on the keméncheh ), seemed
at some passages to be delighted and inspired both by the
words and musick, which was of a solemn or rather plaintive
kind; and I confess, gratified me exceedingly. The musicians
were attended by a-deformed little man, whese ecountenance
expressed much humour and shrewdness; he was trequeatly
employed on convivial occasions to amuse the company by
relating stories, generally ridiculous and not always. very
delicate; but this night his talents were net exerted. Ateight
o’clock AMI'N Ap’DovULER arrived from the palace; he
stopped a few moments putside the téldr, and whis ‘an
apology to the Ambassador for bis delay; saying that he would
anly retire to perform his prayers or neméz (;l), and return
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immediately after; his devotions did not long detain him; he
soon appeared, with Mi'rza’ SHEFiA, MI1'RZA* ABD AL
WEHA’B, and some other ministers and great officers of the
court; who, like him, had been engaged 1n business with the
king. One of the guests was a young man lineally descended
framn the royal Sefevi's; having heard his pedigree, I fancied
that he resembled some monairchs of that dynasty, whose
ortraits are not uncommon in Persia. After the usual pre-
sentation of coffee, pipes, tea, sweet-meats and fruit, the dinner
was at length served, on trays containing pyramids of basins
and dishes; one tray with several kinds of meat, between every
two guests, near whom also was placed a smaller tray with
four large bowls of sherbet  During our repast, the musicians
were sent to a platform erected in ‘the garden before the
house; where they played, until in consequence of some slight
rain, the AMI’N AD’DoULER commanded them to resume
their seats in the recess; there they continued to perform
during dinner-time, and were afterwards dismissed that they
might partake of what we had left. The reservoir, on the
surface of which so many rose-leaves floaled that the water
was visible only when the wind occasioned them to move,
now blazed with hundreds of candles, closely placed alon
the border; and,whilst at dinner, I three or four times obseweg
servants throwing fresh rose-leaves and rose-buds, with lavish
hands, both on the water and pavement in front of the z4l4r;
reminding me of Ha’r1z’s expression, Gul efshan kun “scatter
“ roses-around:” and similar passages in the sonnets of many
other lyrick poets(®). Of servants there was a considerable
crowd ; our hosts domestick establishment heing aumerous,
and each guest having brought his own pisk kbydmet or
¢ valet de chambre,” who handed him the pipe and took care
of his slippers; most of these stood near the entrance and
about the steps leading to it; others constantly employed
themselves in snuffing the candles, of which there was a muls

o snecccsssccsey
(*) Seethéode of HA'riZ(in L5) beginuing  blasn oo B £ 835, lem . oo
«Cull for wine and scatter r‘:::es around; i:f: ﬁe ::a{:t f,hogu{itiire of ’f:utjlnxﬁr

‘Lhe clussical reuder will recollect Anacreon’s fonduéss fo- the rose, expressed in his
:ﬁnh.udch:' :‘ul ploaar ro l;:; .EP";"" e 'ﬁ;?y;::;ird l;t ;ﬂw;,_.w per’ w' ',n and
others which 1 have gquoted in a-former wor “ Perai ing .

axxi, pp. 42, 06, 135, 16% &e, ) an Miscellanies, atrod P
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tiplicity ; some being com osed of five or six waxen tapers.
twisted together and branching out at the top, (as represented.
in the Miscell. Plate fig. 30). When these had burnt down to-
the place where they joined, a servant came and untwisted

four or five inches more. There were several candles in glass.
shades (as they are called) of English manufacture; at this,

as at almost every other Persian feast, besides various dishes

of meat, fish and vegetables, scrved on the different trays, .
whole carcasses of roasted kids and lambs, some so large as

rather to disgust than invite, were handed round by servants;
these grasping the joints in'their hands, separated them and

distributed the flesh in pieces with their fingers to the guests,.
who received it, either at once in their own hands, or on a

flat cake of bread, which thus served as a plate, sometimes as .
a napkin, and occasionally for food. Iremarked this evening

among the Persian noblemen, much ceremony and very strict

attention- to- precedence; although the dinner was held in.
AMI'N aD’DOULER’s house, and given at his expense, yet

Mr'rza® SugFia, the prime minister, seemed chiefly to re-

gulate it; perhaps a deference was paid to his rank, or his

age; or, not improbably, to his acknowledged skill and taste

in the arrangements of splendid entertainments. He sat next

to the Ainbassador, and frequently turned the conversation

on our settlements in Bengal, and the East India company;.
“to control whom,” said he, ‘“‘the King of England, without

“ doubt, sends troops of his own army, lest those merchants

“ ghould prove ydghi (_s\) or rebellious, and endeavour to

“ shake off his authority.”” There was something in the style

of architecture, the great open hall, with its pillars and the

curtain hanging in festoons, the gaudy pictures and gilding
that ornamented the walls; the blaze of light; the display of
roses; the musick, and the variety of rich dresses, that pro-

duced altogether, on this occasion, a very theatrical effect.

The Ambassador retired at bhalt-past ten o’clock; and thus .
ended the last Persian feast which L had an opportunity of"
enjoying in the capital. It was not.only most sumptuous,

but, notwithstanding the want of chairs and tables, and, of
knives and forks, as pleasant as any assembly could be,
whilst deficient in that grand charm of ‘our European’enter-.
tainments, the presence of elegant and beautiful women.
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From the very day of Nawriz (the twenty-first of March),
we experienced (as the Persians had always foretold) a sen-
sible alteration in the weather, which hourly became warmer;
and now, (in May), was extremely sultry and oppressive(*°).
Nightingales abounded in the gardens of Tehrdn and the
neighbouring places; and roses were sold, hundreds for a
mere trifle, in the bdzdrs(*'). But scorpions, at the same
time began to emerge in numbers from the crevices of old
walls; and one of the black, and most venomous kind was
killed by some servants in a room of our house. Many
families had removed to tents or huts among the mountains
near Shemiran (,),s4), and the adjoining villages. The king
made preparations for his summer encampment; and the
Ambassador was exceedingly desirous of leaving Tehran, in
which the heats are reckoned peculiarly noxious. His de-
parture for Tabriz, where he proposed to reside until autumn,
(the air of that city being comparatively cool), was only
defered on account of some presents which the kingiintended
for the Prince Regent of England; and in expectation of se-
veral for the king, which had not yet arrived from Bishehr;
a splendid carriage, large mirrors, and other cumbrous arti-
cles not easily transportable along Persian roads, on the backs
of mules or of camels,

Meanwhile I added to my collection a few engraved gems,.
of which some are represented in Plate LIX ; two silver Sasa-
nian medals; two Céfi dindrs of very pure gold, and a silver
coin washed over with gold, having an Arabick legend in
Cifi characters. Ialso purchasedfrom the Surrdfs or money-
changers, about twenty silver coins of the Arsacidan mon-
archs who had adopted Greek titles. A Jew whom I had
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(**) Three or four times during both the months of April and May, Tekrén was
enveloped in clouds of dust by violent blasts of the Skahrydr wind; and on two or
three daye there was much loud thunder, with some lightning; thus before sunrise
an the Jeventh of May; the same day, at eight o’clock in the moruing, Fahrenheit's
Thermometer rose to 68; yet I heard that some snow had fallen during the night,

(") | have seen lrere many balls iormed entirely of,rose-buds, very ingeniously tied.
together so that neither the stalks northe thread whicl fastened them were in any.
gart visible; some of these balls comprised sixty, eighty, aud even an huudred buds.,
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employed at Shirdz and afterwards at Isfahdn to procure gems
and medals, brought me one silver coin of Antiochus,
which had been lately found among some ruins at Rai; and
there was reason to believe that many others, and some medals
of gold, had been discovered at the same time. I bought a
very handsome tabr () or battle axe, probably 300 years
old, made of the finest steel, and ornamented with figures in
relief, richly gilded; and examined a large mace likewise of
fine steel, which was exhibited in a shop of the bdzér, sus=-
pended by a chain; this weapon the proprietor denominated
Gurz-i-Rustam (a5, j5), or *“Rustam’s mace;” and affirmed
that it had been wielded by that ancient biero; he even ap-
pealed to some pictures in a copy of the Shdhndmeh, as
proofs of his assertion, and the extravagant price which he
demanded for it, was in proportion to its imaginary antiquity.

Whilst we resided at Tehrdn some Gabrs (,S5) or Fire-wor-
shippers‘arrived from the city of Yezd (o;); with these 1 had an
intcrview, and the result of my inquiries respecting their pe-
culiar dialect, their religious notions, ceremonies, and other
circumstances, perfectly confirmed the favourable opinion
that I already entertained (and have avowed) of the ingenuity
and learning of M. Anquetil du Perron, and of the fidelity
with which he translated the Parsi manuscripts at Surat. One
of those Yezdi Gabrs was named KHupa'DA'D, the son of
Ja’masp; he had a good intelligent countenance. Another
who called himself JEnvu“~ was, although not a young man,
one of the handsomest Asiaticks whom 1 ever happened to
see; and his face very strongly resembled (particularly in the
length of well-marked eyebrow and high aquiline nose, such
perbaps as the Persians admired in Cyrus(*®), those sculp-
tured profiles of ancient figures so numerous among the ruins
of Persepolis, and even on coins of the Arsacidans and Sasa-
nians; a few similar faces, even among a hundred men of his
race, might rescue the modern Gabrs tfrom thatimputution of
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() Mepoas de ore yovmes nv Kypos, ere xac vuv epwot rwy Ypurwy, vas kaAXigrots vro-
Aapflavovory. Vide “De Republica gerenda Prawecepta,” in Plutarchi Oper, Tom. 11, p.
621. (Edit. Xylandr, Fraucf, 1020),
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ugliness with which some writers have charged them(*®).
The Fire-worshippers whom I had seen at Skirdz and Isfahdn
did not seem either in face or person naturally inferior to their
Muhammedan fellow-countrymen; who assumed, however,
an air of fancied superiority, and improved their looks by the
advantages of rich clothes; whilst the humiliated Gabrs ex-
pressed, both by dejected countenances and by a mean and
squalid dress, the consciousness of their own degraded con-
dition. Whether they have suffered a physical as well as a
political deterioration, 1 cannot pretend to ascertain: but we
may reasonably suppose that their fore-fathers were generally
handsome, since 1t is acknowledged by ancient writers, in
this case probably impartial, that the women of Persia were
cminently beautiful(**). Knupa’pa’p and his companion
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(") Father Angelo declares them to be as ugly as apes, and attributes their want of
beauty to exelusive intermarriages among themselves :—* potendo sivedere loro antiqna
« fattura w’i Persiani chiamati Gaur, adoratori del fuoco: quali per non esstrei mescolati
““coh altra gente sono ancora brutti come simie,”  Gazophyl. Persie. p. 136, in voce
“ Georgiani,” “'The native race of Persians,” says Mr. Gibbon, ““is small and ugly,
*“but it has been improved by the perpetual mixture of Circassian blood ¥ (Roman
Empire, chap. xxiv. note 61).  He quotes Herodotus, hb, ILL. ¢. 79; awd Buffon Hist.
Naturelle, Tome 111. 421; but seems to confound the Fire-worshippers who intermarry
among themselves, with the Muhammedans descended from mothers of various countries
and sects. Chardin has given a more just, yet in my opinion not sufliciently favourable,
account of their personal appearance: “Ces Perses idolatres ne sont pas si bien fuits
**ni si blanes que les Perses Mahometans, qui sont ceux d’anjourd ’hui; neanmoing
“ les hommes sont robustes, d'assez belle taille, et d'assez bon tein. Les femmes sont
“ grossieres, d'un tein olivatre et obscur, e qui vient comme je crois de lear pauvgete,
“plutdt que du naturel; car il y en a qui ont les traits assez beaux.” Voyages, &c.
Tome ix, p. 134; Edit. de Rouen, 1723, DBut although perfectly aware that he may
be branded with the name of idolater who pays religious homage to any visible object
of nature, or to uny work of man: or *“who worships for God that which is not God;”
as Dr Johnson defines the word in its secondury meaning; aware also, that according
to the kigh authority of Stillingficet, (Origines Sacrwe. 1063, p 44) the “ chief point of
“idolatry” was the “ worship of the Sun, und counsequently the mvpadea or symbol
*of the Sun, the eternal fire;"” yet I am offended with the term Idolaters bestowed
on those pure Theists, the Gabrs of Persia, by Chardin, as iu its primary signification,
(*“ worshippers of isages”), no description could possibly be less applicable,

() 1t was not merely a few Persian ladies of high rank, such as the wife and daugh-
ters of Dharius, (himself the handsomest of men, says Plutarch), that were celebrated
for their beauty, (conjunxque Darii—heec formw pulchritudine—“Virgines enin regias
excellentis furmme."—* Conjugem ejusdem (Darii) quam nul-a wratis sawe pulchinudine
corporis vie 1.” (Quint. Curt. Lib. I11.11.24. 111 21. 22:. Kairot Aeyerar ye ryv Aapetov
Iwccxu TOAv maocwy rwy Jachiwwy evrpemeararyy yePe@s i kadarep kat avros Aupeiod ay-

pwy kahAiaros kat peytoros ras deraidds eoevar rous yore: - v, (Plut, in Alexandro),—

Aqd many other royal femalessmight be enumerated; but we find the praise wore
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Jenu’~ could read the Zend and Pahlavi; in which, during
many centuries, the books attributed to ZArA‘TUusut or
Zoroaster, have been transcribed, and the alphabet of which
M. Anquetil du Perron has so accurately explained; they
also recognised, because retained with little variation of form
‘in the modern, three or four letters of the more ancient Pahlavi,
on some Sasanian medals that I placed before them; but of
the arrow-headed, or Persepolitan characters, they evinced
and professed a total ignorance; althoughsome of their learned
priests, as they thought probable, might understand it. 'They
handled with the greatest respect a small volume of their
Nidiesh (_t\s3) or prayers, each applying it to his lips or
forehead when he received it from the other. Inmany words
they used the letters b and p rather than v and f; thus pro-
pouncing dib for div (y), pirdz for firdz (9y,%). With medals
of ArpasH1’R and SuA"PU’R, exhibiting the firc-altar, they
seemed much delighted ; the names of those Sasanian mon-
archs were familiar to them; they had also preserved traditions
concerning the subjugation of Persia by Greek invaders; and
from Kuupa‘'pa’p I learned that the Muselinan government
still indulged the Gabrs at Yezd with the use of four temples;
that near this city was a cavern which the Macedonian con-
queror had used as a place of confinement, and that it still bore
the name of Zinddn-i-Secander (s loi;) or * Alexander’s
¢ prison;” but being the depository of wonderful treasures,
it was guarded by a talisman which had hitherto concealed
them from the sight of men. His expressions corroborated
my belief, founded on a conversation (already mengioned)
with Juva’~y MarD at Shirdz, and other Fire-worshippers,
that, at least, the well-informed of his sect are in religion
simply Theists, whatever superstitious rites and ceremonies
apparently absurd may be practised in their external wor-
ship; and that books of considerable antiquity are still pre-
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general—“'Tus de aXas arxpadwrovs opwy AlelarSpos xalNé: xat peyeder Sagepovoas
eheye malwy, ws sow alyploves opparwy ac Ilepgedes. (Plut. in Alex.) Ammiunus
Marcellinus extends it stil: farther—* in Perside ubi feminarum pulchritudo excellit,”
Lib. XX1V. And Xenophcn bestows it on Median as on Persian femules—wac Meduy
8¢ xac Tepowy xakaus xar peyudats yvvadfe kar. rapdevors, &c. Anab, Lib, 411, It
would appear that these beauties were of a tall and large-bodied race. The epithet
peyiorosalso is applied to Darius, in the passage above quoted from Plutarch.
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served among the Gabrs of Yexd and Kirmdn. 1t appears
from the evidence of Eax Haukar, who travelled in the tenth
century, that, notwithstanding the Muhammedan supremacy,
and most probably the destruction of many valuable works,
Persia then abounded with Fire-worshippers, retaining their
temples, their peculiar language and their writings(**).  Fir-
DAvust next acknowledges, (early in the eleventh century),
the information which he derived from old Pahluvi records.
SEHEM AD DI'N, about the close of that century, quotes the
Pahlavi chronicles, and books of ancient songs or historical
baligds, ( Tudrikh _userdd ndmeh Pahlavi) o &b o 3 3 Nei 3
he likewise mentions a learned man named ]:gl’l{l.' ZA'N
Maavrem, contemporary, (or nearly so) with himself, who

R 2L LT X R LRSI L e d e s g 22 2 2 21 2

L aa o X 2

(**) See the (printed) “Oriental Geography of Ebn Haukal,” p. 85, “ There is not any
“ districtnorany town of Fars without a Fire-temple.” ‘These temples were held (during
the tenth century}in high veneration (ib); there wus not sny village without a Fire-temple,
P-95; and the books, the temples, and the religious ceremonies of the Fire-worshippers
still continued in Pars, p. 116; although it would appear that the PaRlavi language
began at that time to require a commentary or explanntion, (p. 114). But the more
ancient and accurate copy of EBN HaukaL's work, (the Manuscript Sir al beldin )
does not represent the Pahlavi as obsolete.  * Besides the Parsi,” says that ingenious
traveller, “there is another dialect, the Paghlavi, which the scribes among these heathen
“ Persians and their chiefs, their principal nobles and priests, employ in their letters and
““various writings; the Gabrs also who reside here, use this dislect colloguially,”
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I have already quoted (See Vol. 1. p. 204) a passage from EnN HAUKAL, respecting
the portraits of ancient kings, generals and other illustrious personages, and the written
stories of them, preserved (in the tenth ceutury) by people at Shakpur. In his printed
work (p 05, is a short account of the Fire temples ; on this subject he is more full in
the (manuseript) Sur al beldin; and prefaces the section relating to them, by declar-
ing that their number exceeded all liis powers of calculation; (See Volume 1. p 143);
having enumerated the names of several, he mentions vne at Jurwer (the town now called
Firtizabad ); and adds, “a person who had seen this Fire-temple informed me that a
“ Pahlavi inscription around the building stated the expense attending it at thirty
“ thousand dirhems.”

l-.'.:-wv‘ IRQ)J ,_é‘,!ﬂ Ubj .J‘ ..>)§ oS "’)‘ r)lM L.a ..!,g on..‘Jg sanlice ‘J.n‘ a§ w{ ’
B r‘.‘)’J‘}" e &S
In another passage of the same maauscript, EBN HAUK AL having named the castle of

Jes w-&lli says, “ und this is situate in the territory of Arjan, aml ull the inhabi-
“ tants of this place are Gabrs, and their learned men read or explain books in the Furs

* or diulect of the ancient Persians.” 5 u\.}b,:u s..'.'..-a.-L ) u.:..m.i\.g-)‘ g..\.-A;.Lu UJ‘)
it (o oo Yot S It o Sl faiadols 5 WS WL lRad,
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perfectly understood the Pahlavi dialect, and translated some
volumes from it, into the modern Deri, by command of his
sovereign and patron SHamMs AL Moru'k Fara mMerz(*).
He also mentions the fifteen hundred or two thousand leaves
Olp g b sail y Jla )y Ulea) of ancient writings which he had
seen at Isfahan, and which furnished him with the etymole-
gics of many names, and the explanation of some obscure
passages in the annals of Irdnor Persia. Niza’mideclaresthat
he used Pahlave materials in the composition of his historical
poems, during the twelfth century; and in another work I
shall trace this subject through the intermediate ages to the
year 1721, (or 1722) when Munammep Anr Hazr'n of
Isfahdn visited the city of Yezd, and there tormed an intimate
acquaintance with the Magian or Fire-worshipper Rusran;
a man whom he describes as learned and highly accomplished
in manv branches of scicnce; and possessing several treatises
on hisown religion or Magism; ongeneral philosophy,and even
on the modern doctrines ot Islém or the Mubammedan faith.
“ With bim,” says the ingenious Haz'n, “I saw a table of
“ astronomical observations written by IsmarzT a Fire-wor-
“shipper, four thousand and thirty years ago;” this, he
adds, had suffered many injuries; and he uotes, in a subsc-
quent part of his interesting “ Memoirs,” an anecdote con-
cerning ZouAk, Duonax, or rather DEnAK, (the ayioxs of
Herodotus) which he had seen in the Tarikh-i- Majts, or
Chronicles of the Magians('). 'T'hosec manuscripts may be
traced toa later period.  Banaman of Yezd,assured Sir William
Jones that some were preserved ““in sheets of lead or copper
“at the bottom of wells,” near that city, (Anniv. Disc.on Pers.)
This was confirmed to me by different Fire-worshippers, and 1
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am persuaded that an intelligent European, properly qualified,

who should visit the chief places of their abode, and by con-
ciliatory manners gain the confidence of the Gabrs, would be
amply recompensed for his trouble by the discovery of an-
cient and most valuable manuscripts. The conversation of
Kunvupa'pap, partlcularlv, rendered me anxious to obtain
for myself the honour of bringing to light those literary trea-
sures; but domestick concerns wluch (lunandul my presence
n Lngldnd compelled me to leave the Magian antiquities
for the researches of some more fortunate traveller among
the Mazdiesndns or Behdins, the Mibeds, Destirs and Hirbeds
of Yexd and Kwrmdan; than who profess the din-t-beh or
“excellent religion,” the disciples of ZarA'TUSHT or ZAR-
bEnEesuT, (Zoroaster); a race, (as even their Muhamiedan
persecutors acl\nowledgc them to be), the most virtuous of
all Persians. (See Vol. I. chap. 3.)

1 revert to the subject of our residence at Telran, protracted
now beyond the middle of May; whilst we endeavoured to
interrupt the irksome uniformity of our life by short excur-
sions to neighbouring places Among these we sometimes
visited the royal suminer-house lately cxcctpd al the distance
of about three quarters of a mile from the city, in a northern
direction. 'This has been built on the plan of those Kulah
Farangki before described, and it is entitled Negdristan
(ub...y\t...), “the picture gallery,” (or an edifice ornamented
with paintings). One room at the end corresponded to this
dcnomlnatlon, for it contained a variety of pictures, mostly

ortraits and of mean exccution; a figure habited in the

Juropean fashion was described by the attendant as an Ilchs
Fransizi, or *“ French Ambassador.” 'l'he garden’ of this
Negaristdn had been but newly made; it promised, however,
to repay the trouble bestowed upon it; the young trees and
shrubs were in a flourishing state, and it will probably, in a
few years, be a very pleasdnt spot. Nearly two miles beyond
this stands the new wvilla called Kasr-i- I\a;a: (a6 .5) or
¢ Palace of the Kajar family;” and sometimes thc ahht=t~
Kagjar (Jo-& &) their throne or voyal residence; bearing
from the city between N. E*and N. N.l.. This show y edifice
stands on the slope of a bleak and barren eminence near the
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foot of mountains covered, during a considerable part of the
year, with snow ; and when I first visited this place, alony with
Mr. Sharp, during the winter of 1811, it was almost enveloped
in thick clouds which intercepted the view of Alburz (),
that noble range of hills extending towards the west, and of
the Kih-e-Tabristan, the mountains of Tabristdn or- Wézen-
derdn, as some denominate the Eastward range, although
merely a continuation of the great” Alburz. We entered at
the garden gate, having left our horses outside, and walked
to an emdret-hashty (_gt» < \ae), or octagonal building of the
favourite Kulih Farangki kind: from one of the arches I
sketched the palace, seen almost directly in front; but my
sketch is rendered unnecessary by the excellent delineation
given in Mr. Morier’s Travels, (Volume 1. p. 226). Nothing
ean be more fallacious than its appearance, since 1t excites
ideas. of considerable magnitude and stateliness; which,
although one room is exquisitely beautiful, are immediately
dissipated on close inspection; the Persians, however. regard
this edifice as an admirable work. My friend Mr'rza’
Sa’Lrn thus introduces the account of it in his MS. Journal :
‘“and another building is the Kasr-i-Kajar, which may be
“described as equal to the celestial bowers; its type being
¢ the garden of paradise”(*®). But we tound that the several
mertebbel (éx ) or stages, which at some distance looked like
the stories ot a house with rows of windows, were (except the
small Bala Khdneh or highest chamber on the roof), only
brick walls, supporting and facing banks or terraces. cut in
the mountain; these we ascended by many stairs, and found
at each mertebbeh alarge réservoir of water; one so extensive
and deéep as to be entitled deridcheh (w\), “the lake, or
¢¢little’sea;” whilst the others retained the common denomin-
ation of Hawz (_sy-). It is impossible to comprehend this
in any view taken from the garden; it was much higher than
even the roof of that building in which I made the sketch.
To supply incessantly with water so many and such capacious
reservolls, situate at such an elevation above the general level,
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was an undertaking of prodigious labour; and the expense,
as our guide assured us, amounted to almest five hundred
thousand tumdns, or about four hundred and fifty thousand

ounds. In a low wall or parapet of stone bordering the
ake, we perceived numerous receptales for the candles and
torches with which this sheet of water is occasionally illumin-
ated ; and near it lay, on the dry ground, a boat of very rude
construction. We reached, at length, the highest terrace,
and entered the palace itself; a square and castellated edifice,
by its only derb(*®) or gateway ; which is ample, and contains
a double door of most solid wood, thickly studded with huge
brass and iron knobs, besides very large rappers. These
doors, it is said, had been lately brought from Shirdz on
artbahs (&\z), (a kind of vehicle with wheels) drawn by oxen.
Having passed the gate we were conducted through a long
dark passage on our left, to the royal baths; then we ascended
by another passage, sloping, but without steps, to the great
court on the sides of which are the womens apartments. Here
we saw many of the takhts (ws’) on which, placed in the
open air, those ladies sleep during the heats of summer;
they were simply frames or platforms of boards, mostly
octagonal, and raised about oue yard from the ground by
clumsy wooden legs or supporters. But this plainness of the
bedstead is lost, (as we heard and may well imagine), not only
in the charms of her who reposes on it, butin the fine shawls
and embroidered cushions with which it is covered for her
use; the rakht-i-khdb (Np «s)) or “sleeping dress;” the
splendid lehdf (i) or quilt, and other articles of bed-
clothes.® We proceeded to a spacious open-fronted hall,
" furnished with portraits; many of which representedt was
said, the principal members of Kari's Kua's’s (& ¢5)
family ; arace overthrown by the king’s uncle. The opposite
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(*) 1 have borrowed the term derb (inuch more generally used, though with less
propriety™han der (Jﬁ), from Mi'rza’ Sa’LeH, who describing this edifice, says,
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“ And one stage (or terrace) higher is the kiug’s paldoe called Kasri Kajar; and the

“ aforesaid pulace is a castle consisting®of four burges .- towers, and une derh ar
# doorway; it has not any more”
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thl4r, a hall open towards the court, contained several large
pictures; one of Rustam clad in his babrbidn, and wearin
a tiger’s head on his helmet, (See Vol. 11 p. 507), was placeg
between a portrait of the present monarch and one of Sa'm
Nerr'ma’'N. Here als8 were pictures of Arra‘sias Tvrki,
the Scythian or Turdnian King A¥rA’sra’, and of other
ancient heroes celebrated in the chronicle of TaBr1 and
the Shahnémeh of Frrpausi(*). But that which chiefly
pleased me in this royal palace of the Kajars was a Bdlé
Khaneh (&\& ¥y) or upper-chamber, constructed on its flat
roof, and rising unconnected on either side, over the centre
of its tront. 'lhis room, not of very large dimensions, al-
most realized the ideas which I had formed whilst reading
Arabian and Persian tales, of an Eastern monarch’s cabinet;
for, although rich and minute ornaments, much gilding,
painting and mirror-work, abounded in every part, the ge-
neral effect produced by them was a high degree of elegance;
and the light, faintly admitted through windows of various
-coloured panes, onlv served to excite teclings of myste-
rious privacy, and might have deserved the MHtonick epi-
thets of “dim” and “religious,” had the edifice been a
propriated to sacred uses. The door-frames were Khitem-
ddr (s 5\2), or of thatinlaying called Khdtem-bandi (s 5%-),
already described (p. 65); and both in the doors and windows,
glass stained with most brilliant tints glowed in a multiplicity
of sinall pieces, like precious stones; sotne of the fine émerald-
green being particularly beautiful ; these were combined with
much ingenuity into the forms of birds and flowers, and into
lines of poetry. It appeared that the Kasr-i-Kdjar was
intrus®d to the care of two men, one of whom conducted
strangers through the apartments; the other attended them
in the garden ; both were extremely civil, and always thankful
for a trifling remuneration. At one visit the gardener ex-
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() Both here and at the Negérisidn were pictures, badly executed but in ghzi:'"
colours, of Persian women, and of European ladies in very old-fashioned dresses;

was also one most uncouth figure of a young man, said to be a Farangki or European
prince, in such clothes us were autiquated probably an hundred years ago, The por-
traits of SHA'H ABBAS, SHA’H HusEiN and NA'DIR 8HA'H, did not seem to be the
works of first-rate artists; one large t:l;nting. bowever, which represented the king with .
several of the elder princes, was of betier executjon, aad preserved she likenssaes in a.,
wery bigh degree.
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plained to me the properties and names of various flowers
and shrubs; the Minau (yie); the Gul Jaaferi ( ghe JS) or
«“Jaarer’s flower;” the Gul Ddoudi (530 ) or * Flower
“of Davip;” the Gul-i-sad parr (e ) or “Flower of an
““hundred feathers,” and many mdre. Although during
several months of the year silence and solitude reign within
the precincts of this palace, yet on some occasions its fair
inhabitants are very numerous, according to information
obtained by M1’rza’ SA’LEH, the general accuracy of which
my own inquiries confirmed. Having given in his Journal
a concise description, highly encomiastick, of the Kasr-i-
Kajar, he adds, “in short, language cannot do justice to this
¢ palace and its garden, the due praises of which would re-
¢ quire a prolonged discourse. The particular purpose for
¢ which the edi%ce was designed is this: that when, in the
¢ summer season on account of the excessive heats, his Ma-
¢jesty who is the asylum of the world, removes to the plains
s of Sultanieh, taking with him some ladies of his Hdrem and
¢ bazigars (women who entertain those ladies by dancing,
¢« singing, tumbling and various tricks), he sends the others
“tot eig( asr-i- Kajar, where the royal Harem continues during
¢ the warm weather; for it is supposed that the king’s wives
¢ of different descriptions, the Georgians, and girls purchased
¢t with money, the bdzigars and others, constitute altogether
““a Harem of eight hundred females; of these one hundred
““accompany the king to his summer encampment in the
« meadows or plain of Sulténéeh, and the remainder pass their
¢ time in the Kasr-i-Kajar; when the king returns they also
¢ go batk to Tehrdn’(*'). DBy a.natural transition from the
Hgarem, Mi’rzA’ SA'LEH proceeds to state that ““the king
«¢ has forty-eight male children, (! ;S0 33\ cda y Jeo ala).”
This account was written in May 1812; when from persons
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of rank, and of good authority, I heard that the princes
amounted to almost sixty; of princesses no one pretended to
know how many existed; and to inquiries respecting them
some vague answer was generally given, such as dukhter hem
khyli dared (3 \ss p» ,350), ““ the king has likewise a consi-
¢t derable nuinbér of daughters.” It has been mentioned in
the preceding pages that many of the elder princes are esta-
blished as governors in different parts of the empire; Husurw
Ar1r Mi’rza’, who resides at Shirdz, rules over Lhe province
of Fdars; Muuammep ALt M1'rza’, whose chief residence
is Kirmanshah, exercises his authority from Hamaddn to
Shitishter, and the vicinity of Bdghdad. It is generally allowed
that this prince is eldest of all the king’s sons; yet in Mézen-
deran I found: that this honour was claimed for MuRAMMED
Kuvrr Mr1'rza’, whose court at Sari has been already des-
cribed ; and ApBa’s Mi'rRza’, governor of Azerbaijdn, is
nominated successor to the royal throne. Hassan Avrr
Mi'rza’ ts invested with the command of Tehrdn; and prince
At Kua’s of Cazvin. The city of Zinjan is assigned to
Nakxr Mi'rza', whilst Meshehd, Nishdptr, Tabbas, Tun,
and other places of Khurdsin as far as Ierdt, are under the:
jurisdiction of MuuaaMMED VELT M1’rza”,

We may reasonably suppose that the husband or master
of so many women as fill the royal IHarem, cannot always
carry in his memory such a register of his children as may
enable him at once to recollect the names of all; their num-
bers, too, are generally uncertain, fluctuating betweep births
and deaths. When Huser~y Art M1 'rza’ arrived at Tehrdn
from Shirdz (in December 1811), he was immediately pre-
sented to.the king and received with much paternal kindness.
The usher attending on this occasion introduced, soon after,
and announced, AuMED AL Mr'rza’. “Who is AHMED
“ ALt M1’rza’?’ exclaimed the king, having for an instant
totally forgotten the little Shéhzddeh, or prince, a boy of seven
years, whom he had confided, some time before, to the care
of his elder brother at Shérdz. Yet this monarch is a very
affectionate father, and.whenever he can snatch an interval
of leisure from the cares of state' or the business of govern-
ment, delights in witnessing and promloting the amusements
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of his children. In these too, he frequently condescends to

participate, and probably finds the minutes thus employed,

the bappiest of his life. One night during the period above-

mentioned, the king was sitting with several of his sons enga-

ged in playing at Ganjafeh or cards; Husein Ary Mi‘rza’

had won two or three hundred tuméns, and laid the gold close

by his side. The king privately desired some of the little

princes, (six or secven years old) to steal away the money, and

highly enjoyed the embarrassment of Husern Avri, who.
having lost sixty tumdns, and his father insisting on iinmediate

payment, was obliged to borrow from one of the noblemen:
present. Entertaining himself at another time with the same

tamily-party, he commanded one of his youngest sons to.
declare what profession he liked best. The boy, affecting, |
like most Persian children, the language ofthose advanced

in years, replied, “I am willing, O ruler of the world, to fill

“ the bumblest station about your Majesty’s person. Let me

“ be numbered among the ferdshes of this illustrious court.”

Ferdshes are servants who spread carpets, pilch tents, sweep

rooms, and perform similar offices; they are also employed

occasionally in inflicting the bustinado. *'T'ake a stick then,”

said the king, “and beat soundly those grown up princes

“who are laughing at you.” 'The boy executed this order

with much alacrity. T'he king next gave him his kafsh

or shippers in charge; but contrived soon after that they

should be removed, and then called for them; the young

ferash on missing them, was for a moment confounded ; but

recovering himself, aflirmed very seriously that they must

have been stolen by means of inagick. ¢ Who is the thievish

“magician?”’ demanded the king. “I suspect,” replied the

boy, pointing to Mr1’rza’ ZEK1, one of the old Vazirs, sitting,
with much gravity in a corner, “‘thatit must be he.” “Your

“suspicion,” said the king, “perfectly coincides with mine;

“ therefore punish the culprit with your stick, and let him,

“ having received his flogging, pay you twenty tumdas for

“ your trouble.”" '

We heard various anecdotes respecting this monarch;
several of which, indeed the greatér number, highly favour-
able to his character, I am most wiuing to believe; and.
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although some persons, discontented or disappointed cour-
tiers, accused him of excessive avarice, it was allowed that
he had on many occasions displayed much liberality and
munificence. His desire to provide for a very numerous
family, for the expenses of future wars, or any other exigency
of state, justifies in a considerable degree, the immense
accumulation of gold and jewels which his secret treasuries
are said to contain. In natural abilities and mental accom-
plishments few of his subjects equal FATen Arr SHA'R;
certain vices with which be has been charged, mi%l:t with
equal justice be imputed to ninety out of every hundred
Persians; and if two or three instances of severe punishments
have occurred in his time, it is acknowledged that there were
more executions during one week under many of his prede-
cessors, than in ten years of his reign. No argument can
be offered in extenuation of the tortures deliberately or capri-
ciously inflicted with a refinement of diabolical cruelty, by
Sia'n ApBA’s,SHA'H SULEIMA'N, NA'DIR SHAH, and other
tyrants; who, as contemporary travellers have assured us,
filled with the carcasses of their unfortunate and often inno-
cent subjects, both the streets of cities and the courts of their
own palaces; nay even the recesses of their Harems. But I
have known some Persians who confessed that a mild system
of legal punishment would be of little avail among their hard-
ened countrymen of the present day ; although if now intro-
duced it might humanize the rising generation and prove a
blessing to posterity. Whilst in England the forfeiture of a
culprit’s life by the most expeditious and least painful process
is deemed a sufficient expiation for his crimes, howéver nu-
merous or atrocious, the Persian magistrates find it scarcely
possible to inspire a due terror of the law by aggravating or
protracting, sometimes even for hours of agony, the sufferings
of a wretch condemned to die. This extreme severity is
provoked by the contempt with' which clemency is generally
treated in all those countries where, unhappily, the religion
of Muhammed predominates; to rule its fierce and insolent
Yrofessors a rod of iron seems but too necessary; hence in

Yersia still subsists the ,custom of immuring alive highway
robbers, (who are most commonly murderers also), and in
l'urkey the horrible impaling of criminals. Sentences are
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seldom mitigated, or pardon granted to those who would
consider such exertions of humanity as proofs of an effeminate
weakness ; who suppose that the desire of punishing must ever
accompany the power; and altribute even trifling acts of
courtesy and kindness either to fear, to the sordid expectation
of a ten-fold return, or to some other selfish and unworthy.
motive(*®). From this general censure we must, however,.
except many individuals both among the Turks and Persians; .
who, their good sense and good nature triumphing over the:
prejudices of education, are themselves perfectly capable, not:
only of performing a generous and compassionate action, but,
of rightlyappreciating it when performed by others,even those -
usually styled in their respective countries * Infidels,” and.
¢ European” or *Christian dogs.” I am inclined to believe:
that the king is as little influenced by religious bigotry as the -
most enlightened of his subjects; although he has sometimes.
found it expedient to conciliate the Muselmdn enthusiasts by
a profuse expenditure of money. Thus, to gratify the Seyeds .
or descendants of MunamMED, a powerful body in Persia,
he paid, whilst we were at Tehréan, the debts of Mi'rza’ AB-
pat. WEHA’B, one of their principal members, amounting to .
a sum not much less than thirty thousand pounds; and at
the same time a grand pilaw feast was given to all the Seyeds
of the capital, by Mr'rza’ Buzure, (Vazir of the Tabriz
government) and a tumdn to each, by Mi‘rRzA’ SHEFIA, the
prime minister.. In his publick conferences as in his private -
conversations. with the Ambassador, Faten Arr Sua’u
evinged a considerable degree of intelligence, and uick com-
rehenslon, much curiosity respegting the state of science in
England, and a strong desire to introduce into his own empire
the improvements which we had made in various branches
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(*®*) O nthis subject I shall here quote Mr. Salt’s Travels in Abyssinia, p. 210. * Tke .
*punishniént inflicted a short time before on the Johassim Arabs by the English had
*“producgd, | found, the most beneficial result throughout the Red Sea, and I believe
*1hat we in 8 great measure owed our safety to this event being known; as the Arabs
% bheyun to lhiui thut we really dared to resist their insolent proceedings; a circumstance
*¢ which the unaccountable forbearance of the Bombay government had hitherto given ,
s {hem too mucl reason to doubt.. Nothing but the most resolute mensures will make -
“ an ympression upon Mahommedans; for us Jerome Lobo justly observes “ils sont d’un
.gi mnuvais naturel que si on & la moindre complaisance pour eux, ils devienneat bien-
18t insolens et insupportablesy et qu'on ne peut les reduire & la raison ni Btre bies,
*yervi, qu'en agissant avec eux, a toute rigueur et les menaot. le Lidton haut.”
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of art. DBut it appeared that his Vazirs endeavoured to throw
obstacles in the way : and they were extremely indignant at
the private audiences granted by his majesty to Sir Gore
Ouseley : their exclusion from them, violating, as they de-
clared, a winisterial privilege which had subsisted in Irdn
above five thousand years. Lest it should be known that
Le had relinquished his right of being present on these occa-
sions, Minrza Snreria, the {)rincipal Vazir ot __Sadr aazem
(p2) jae), who had entered the palace one worning with the
Ambassador, seated himself in such a manner, close to the
doorway, that the king could not perceive him, and the Amin
ad douleh, who possessed an equal claim to the privilege of
attending at the royal audience, secing that he had entered
but did not return, was offended at the supposed preference
shown to his rival. The king, however, soon afterwards, when
all the ministers were admitted, asked M1°rzA” SHE¥14 in
an arch tone ¢ pray where were you during the Ambassador’s
interview with me?”  This question and the Fazér's acknow-
ledgment of the truth, relicved Amin ad’douleh trom his mor-
tification. The jealousies, intrigues and consequent disputes
of his courtiers, frequently excited such disturbances at the
Der-i-Khdnel or court, as many of the former sovereigns
would have terminated by the dismissal, or perhaps the de-
capitation of those who had caused them. Faten Ari Sua’m’
contented himself one day after a quarrel among his ministers
with telling them publickly that he should bestow their titles
on some of his dogs; calling one the Sedr aazem, another the
Amin ad'douleh, and a third the Itimdd ad’douleh. Coneern-
ing all the great men, variotls scandalous anecdotes were slily
communicated in whispers, or more openly circulated ; al-
though it was acknowledged,and indeed was manifest to every
one who travelled through the province under his adminis-
tration, that the Amin ad’douleh had rendered it the most
flourishing of Persia, by his excellent regulations, hisncour-
agement of lrade and of agriculture, and his kindness towards
the lower classes, yet his merits and his wealth served to raise
against him many enemies, some of whom were men of high
rank and considerable: power. But the king knew his real
worth and the insidious charactér of his rivals. ¢ You have
““lent,” said he, one night in conversdtion with the dmin ad’
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douleh, ““seventy thousand tumdns to rescue M1’rza’ Yu'sur
from my anger, which he had so justly incurred. Now
“ behold the gratitude of this friend: many hours have not
“elapsed since he offered me a greater sum than you pay, for
_““the government of Isfahin, and proposes that I should dis-
“ grace you by bestowing it on himself.”  One day the Amm
ad’douleh presented to his sovereign a valuable diamond ring
some of his-enemies soon discovered that he had procured
it from Baghddd at the price of three thousand tumdns, whilst
in company at a feast, Le had seemed to estimate it at eight
thousand ; they therefore concluded that he had sold it to the
king for llus enormous advance, and insinuated their suspi-
cionsaccordingly. ¢IHere, atleast,” said FaTen AL SHa'H,
““ there cannot be any fraud ; since the jewel, whatever it ori-
¢ ginally cost, was prebentcd to me as a free gitt.”  Similar
charges had been made with as little success, and probably
with as little foundation, respecting some. richly-embroidered
Isfuhani stufts which the Amin ad’douleh had sent to.the king.
If on any occasion there appeared a momentary glimpse of
royal d]‘spl(‘dbllrt‘ against this minister, his rivals immediately
began to concéive hopes of his ruin; the confiscation of his
Smmense riches. and perhaps the forfeiture of’ his head. One
morning, (of-April 1812), the king seut for him, and in con-
sequenee of secret accusations spukc to him very harshly.
"The Amin ad'douleh expressed much sorrow at finding that his
faithtul services of many years had failed to please; and re-
quested, the liberty of resignjng his government, and with it,
if ngcessary, his life, into the king’s hands ; he was dismissed,
and on® the same day invested with a splendid Khelaat or
dress of honour. Not long after the king suddenly mquuul
from him tife exact amouutot all his pmpmty, this (uestion
was regarded by the courtiers near hum as a certain prelude
to his destruction.  Ile answered, however, with a firm tone,
that heé* could immediately furnish his M ajesty with three
husdred thousaud tumdns; and in the course of a few months,
add several thousands more. * But,” said the king, “by
“sc.lhng off all yout horses, shawls, and other llun‘gs, how
“much could you contrive to raise at once?”  “Sir,” replied
the Amin ad’douleh, *“if you indulge ni: with a little time, I
“‘ghall deposit in the royal treasury one thousand tumans every
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“ day during a year.” The king still seemed anxious for
instant payment, and the minister resigning himself to his fate
which he thought impending, bowed to the ground, and
calmly declared that all his wealth and his head were at the
disposal of his sovereign. < Now,” said FATen Ar1 Sua’n,
‘1 have tried you, but without the sli%htest intention of taking
“ from you the money so honourably acquired. Call here
¢ that descendant of the prophet, M1’rza’ Buztic, (whom
“ the king knew to be one of Amin ad'doulel’s edemies), and
“let him witness my solemn words.” Ile then imprecated
a most dreadful curse on whatsoever persen, whether himselt
or any of his family, who should attempt to deprive this
minister of even one twndn. Having heard these and many
similar anecdotes, I was often surpnsed at the semblance of
cordial friendship which those personages so hostile towards
each other, thought it necessary to preserve in publick; prov-
ing that the most refined states of Furope could not exceed
Persia in the arts of courtly dissimulation.

The presents before mentioned at length arrived from
Bishehr, and while the Ambassador was engaged in preparing
them for presentation to the king, we gladly commenced the
necessary arrangements for our departure from Felrdn, now
become extremely disagreeable, on account of its oppressive
heats. 'The chariot, a beautiful specimen of Enghish work-
manship, and one of the chief presents, had, like most other
articles, suffered many injuries on the road; almost every
pannel was cracked, and many of the silver ornaments byoken
oft and lost; such havock Indeed, had been made among the
various packages, that MuvaaMmmep Kua'n, under whose
charge they reached the capital, began to appréhend that his
head would probably be required in expiation of his neglect.
Early on the eighteenth of May, an officer of the king’s palace
brought to me from his Majesty a very splendid K%elaat or
court dress; the kabd or close coat, and bdlé pish er euter

arment, being of gold brocade, with fur; there were also two
valuable Indian shawls, and an admirable Kara-Khurasin
sword, the mounting of which was gold; and a belt stud-
ded with solid bosses of the sdme metal, richly enameled:
the sword, depending from it, bad been worn, as the dfficer
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declared, by FATen Art Sua’a himself; this, Mr. Morier
justly observes, on noticing a similar present which he re-
ceived, “is considered a greal distinction,” (Travels, Vol, 1.
p- 215); and as some Persian Khdns assured me, confers a
high degree of nobility. On the same day, the king being
very desirous of seeing the English carriage, 1t was repaired
and put together in the best manner that circumstances would
admit; angd at one o’clock several men removed it from our
house to to the palace; six fine horses, not yet tramed to
draw, being led before, decorated with the magnificent har-
ness. The Ambassador and 1 followed soon atter; we re-
mained a few minutes in the Amin ad’doulel’s office, until
Mi’rza’SirerFia arrived; when all persons having been driven
outside the gate, who did did not unmediately belong to the
royal household, to the ministers, or to us, the king came
“forth alone from the andergn or ““inner apartment,” and stood
in front of the taldr or open-hall of the first court, to which
the carriage had been drawn as close as the haze or reser-
voir of water would allow. Having welcomed us with the
Khtishamedid, as wsual, he examined very minutely, and ad-
mired the Persian arms, and other devices painted with con-
siderable brilliancy on this sumptuous vehicle.  The Ambas-
sador then opened the door; the step was let down, and
shaking off his high-heeled shppers, the king entered and
seated himself, whilst all the courtiers present exclaimed
mubdrel bashed, ““may it prove auspicious!” Ile then in-
quired, and secmed mstantly to comprchend the use and
objectof every part; the glasses, blinds, pockets, cushions,
lamps and other appurtenances, twhilst the ministers and three
or four Khdns present appearcd to gaze without understand-
ing much. 'The king continued in the carriage about half an
hour, during which he several times caused it to be pulled
backwards and forwards seven or eight yards, and seeined
highly pleased with the motion. Some oue remarked that
two persons might sit in it at once. “Yes,” said the mon-
arch, with a look of calm dignity, *“yek nafi dnjd, man mya,”
(e o \t i  K5), ““ one person there, (pointing to the floor),”
1 here, (on the raised sgat).,” 'This visit afforded me an
opportunity of percejving, whilst but ti.» or three feet from
the king, that he appears much handsomer and younger when.,
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secn close than at a distance; yet on this occasion his dress
was a perfectly plain dark brown coat; a shawl of fine texture
but not very lively colour, was tied round his waist; he wore
a small black lambskin cap, and coarse white juréb or stock-
ings, not rcaching far above the ankle. His dagger, howe-
ver, was richly set with diamonds, and from its handle hung
a string of large and most beautiful pearls. Seated in the
carriage he ordered thata house should be constructed forit;
smoked the kalian and talked of my intended journey to
England, the Ambassador baving informed him that he de-
signed to forward by me the definitive treaty, and presents
for the Prince Regent. His Majesty declared that I was
reckoned among the number of his faithtul servants, and
dismisscd me with many other very gracious expressions.
On this occasion I remarked, (what had been often men-
tioned) that he sometimes spoke of himself in the third per-
son, confirming his own words, and adjuring those with whom
he conversed, by the familiar oath “be ser-i-shah” (i ),
“by the head of the king.”

Three days after, the Ambassador and other English gen-
tlemen took formal leave of the monarch, previously to setting
-out for their summer residence at Tabriz. I did not accom-
%auy them to court, having already had my final audience.
The king, at this interview, when the Ambassador had been
-seated a few minutes, called hun towards the throne and
presented to him a valuable sword, and a belt, profusely or-
namentcd with emeralds. Among the few articles that had
arrived undamaged from Blshehr was, fortunately,the portrait
of Mr'rza” Asu”’L Hassan Kua'~N, so exquisitely painted
by Lawrance ; this proved an object of wonder and just ad-
miration to all who saw it; a bust of the same personage,
beautifully modelled by Bacon, although fractured in some
parts, served equally to excite astonishment.

Those presents which the king designed for the Prince
Regent of England, were now packed up ; one being a large
full length portrait of himself; next a folio volume, comprising
his own Divdn or collection of poems, transcribed with the
utmost calligraphick skill,and embellished by M1'rza"Ba’Ba’
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(LY 15,44), the chief painter or nakdsh bdshi ( A\ 2), who em-
ployed seventeen years on the miniature ‘pictures, illumin-
ations, and various ornaments, of this work, particularly
portraits of the royal author, and of his uncle AGA MU nan-
MED. The other presents were Indian shawls ; a fine suit of
chain armour (zerreh o)), with the breastplate and certain
pieces, constituting wlmt the Persians call chehardineh (6 o)
or the “four mirrors,” of the most highly tempered steel;
this armour had belonged to Saa'n Tanmasre, who, having
reigned more than half a century, died in the year of our era
1575: a sword of Sua’nnt Ansa’s, that mighty sovereign whose
name 1 have so frequently had occasion to mention : and two
fine horses, one a Turkmani, the other a Klhurasdni.

We sct out from Telkrdn, through the Cazvin gate soon after
six o'clock on the 25th of May. and havi ing pmcwdcd West-
ward about threc milesand a balf, arrived at the tents prepuared
for our reception near the tombh of an Iidmzddeh or Muham-

‘medan saint; although his name was not an object of inquiry,
1 made a sketch of the edifice dedicated to his memor ¥, (Sce
Pl. LXXIL)and generally denominated from the tract of Jand
which it occupies, Imdmzadel Ji (g:"“ lialel).  Over the gate-
way were two or three rooms which some gentlemen of our
party pre ferred to their tents.  For the journey thus beguu,

“Anv”rL Hassan Kia’~y had been appointed our Mehmdndar.
Lady Ouscley travelled in her palankin, now altered into a sort
of takht-ravan by the addition of poles, and slung between two
mules. We met on our way the pruine mimster M1'rza
Suer1f, who, as a particular compliment, had gone out be-
fore break of day, to thé Imdmzddeh, and given directions
himselt about the pitching of tents, aud other arrangements
necessary for the Ambassador’s accommodation. "ABU”L
Hassan Kua’y remained with us all day in camp; but re-
turned to the city early at night ; for as Luna was in Scorpio
and wore an aspect not favourable to any new undertdkmg,
he thought it prudent to defer the actual commencement of
his J()urllcy until the nextday. Although Mount Damdvand
as usual, aud the neighbouring heights of 4 burz were (,overmf
with snow; the Thermometer in our tents rose at two and
three o'clock to 85 and 86.
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On the 26th, we began our march by a delightful moon-
light at half past two, and in seven hours reached our place
of encampment close to Caredge, or Carej (gf) the distance.
being about 23 or 24 miles. The road was sufficiently good,
but lay chiefly through a flat desert, bounded on the right
by hills of barren rock. Near ("aredge were some gardens and
trees, on the side of a steep mountain,and three or four vil-
lages. Here we saw the spot where foundations had been
traced for a new city which the king intended to build and
call Sulimaniah (ax\apw). 1t was only during Jast December
that he sent the Amin ad’doulch and other Vazirs to fix upon
the site; returning to Tehrdn they started a fine antelope; ““let
us pursue it,” said oue, “and if we take it, the omen will
be auspicious with respect to the new city ;” they hunted and
killed the @hi, which on that same evening was sent as a pre-
sent to the Ambassador. Had they not succeeded in this
chase it is probable that a situation, two or three miles higher
or lower, would have been chosen tor Sulimdniahk, which 1t is
now proposed to erect in the nnmediate vicinity of Caredge,
and on the banks of a river bearing the name of this place;
al some seasons a very considerable stream, and at all times
affording pleasant and wholesome water(*). We found seve-
ral masons and labourers employed on the ground work of
an arg or citadel, which was to comprehend (as at Shirdz,
Tehrdn and other places) a roval residence ; and we heard
that the king, having cousulted Apu”L Hassan Kua'n’s
description of London, had ordered that the streets should
be wide, the meidans or squares ample and numerons, with
buildings of an uniform height and appearance, on the plan
of our English metropolis. It was said, also, that he had de~
clared his resolution of passing here two or three months of
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(®) During some wecks after our arrival at TeArdn, the Ambassador’s table was
supplied with water from the stream of Caredge ; for which, every morning, a man and.
horse were despatched eight or ten miles. It was at length discovered that the Sekd,.
one day, to suve his own trouble, filled the rebiaa or leathern bag, at places near the
1city where cattle disturbed the water, and, what was still more disgusting, where the
filthiest derrvishes aud other fellows were in the habit of performing their odious ablu-
tions, The Sekd was well flogged and discharged; after which another went daily
before sunrise, with a confidential servant as a' watch, to bring some of the excellent

water that fertilizes the villages in the pleasant belukds or district of Shemirén,
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every summer; and that he would oblige all the ministers,
great officers of the empire, the principal fobles and other
courtiers, to build houses and maintain establishments of ser-
vantsin the newcity. This day the Ambassador suffered much
from the return of fever and ague, which rendered him unable
to travel during the 27th and 28th; we therefore remained
encamped pear Caredge, of which I sketched from my tent the
gumbed or cupola, with adjoining gardens, and the fine bold
mountains behind them, (See Pl. LXXV). At three o’clock
on the twenty-cighth, the quicksilver in Fahrenheit’s Ther-
mometer rose to 90.  Having occasion this day to exthange |
four or five hundred silver réals that proved heavy and bulky
articles of baggage, for more portable gold tumans, T called
at the tent of Mi’rza” Auvp an Husein, (acting as treasurer
in the absence of Knosruu Areru’N, the Armenian), and
found him engaged with scveral muleteers whom Le had
employed to stitch up in bags of cloth and leather, such
quantities of gold and silver coin as amounted to £hirtv-five
thousand pounds of our money. leassured me, (and others
confirmed what he said), that very considerable sums are fre-
quently entrusted to the Persian muleteers, who convey them
to the most remole parts of the empire without the loss cven
of one rédl. In consideration of the additional risk attending
gold and silver, they receive, besides the established hire for
carriage of common goods, four réals (or half a tumdn) for
every hundred tumdns.

On the twenty-ninth we began to march before two o’clock
in the Mmorning, and soon aftersnine rcached our camp at
Nasrdbdad (o\!,<), 22 or 23 miles distant from Caredge. 'The
plain over which we had travelled was in many places well
cultivated, and we remarked on both sides, notonly close to
the road, but two, three, four and tive miles from 1t, scveral
tapch or heaps of earth resembling our Euglish barrows.
According to some accounts which I received, (from persons,
however, of no great authority), they had formerly been
castles or edifices of which the bricks and clay bad mould-.
ered through the lapse of ages into these rude tuimular masses.
The Thermometer this daysrose to 94 .t two o’clock; about
three it sunk to 80, when there was a violent whirlwind, and
we were surprised by a shower of rain.
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We marched from Nasrabad on the 30th at half-past two
o’clock, and after a ride of four hours and about 13 miles,
alighted at our camp near the mud-walled village of Saffer
Khudjeh (sl o). Our course lay over a plain which in
some parts, exhibited but few vestiges of any path; and we
heard that there was a shorter but more difficult road.  Within
half a farsang of Saffer Khudjeh we passed by the village of
Kharfusibdd ; or, more properly, Kharbuzeh abéd (L)) ;
so called from the abundance-of Kharbuzeh or melons, for
which it is remarkable. Both these places seemed rich t
gows, sheep, goats and asses; flourishing trees, gardens yreld-
ing grapes, and well-tilled grounds. "T'hrough Sqffer Khud-
geh (our manzel ) ran a pretty stream, and near it we saw the
embret-shahi, or “royal edifice,” a room constructed for the
accommodation of Faren Arnt Sua’n, when on his way to
the sumwer camp of Chemen-i-Ujan or Sultanich.  We tound
that the country people now began to reckon by the fursakh
or farsang Tabrizi, whichis nearly half a mile longer than the
Sfarsang ot Shiraz or Isfahdn. 'They computed Safer Khudjeh
to be seven farsangs distant from Cazvin. The 'Thermometer
this day was up to 94.

Our march on the 31st commenced before two o’clock in
the morning, and ended about seven, at Hassanbbdd (o} o).
We had travelled 19 or 20 miles over a plain, on which ap-
peared scveral mud-walled villages, and some tapehs or tumu-
lar heaps of clay. 'The soil about our manzel was good, and
the land for many miles in a state ef excellent culivation.
Soon after our arrival, a very high wind so completely filled
my htile Persian tent with dust, that I removed to a house in
Hassandbad. During the day there were a few showers of rain.

On the first of June, we set out soon after four, and having
proceeded by ‘a fine road over the fertile plain, about eleven
miles, ahghted before seven o’clock, at Kazvin or Cazvin.
An istikbal ot fifty horsemen under Menra’B Kua’n, chief
minister or Vazir to the prince who governs this city, met us’
as we approached its walls; and near the gate, a body of four
hundred mihtia soldiers, irregularly armed with match-lock
muskets, spears and shields, received us with many tumul-.



