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tuous demonstrations of respect. MEexHRrRA’B KHA'N brought
to the Ambassador a handsome horse as a present from the
prince, ALt NExa M1’rza’, on whom we all waited at three
o’clock. He was seated in an open hall or tdldr, (erected by
Napi‘r Sua'n), spacious and well- proportioned, but neither
painted nor orpamented in any part. He seemed about
twenty-one years of age; and received us with much affabi-
lity. Our visit lasted bhalt’ an hour; after which, by the
prince’s desire, we were conducted through his garden, and
sat awhile i the Kuldh Farangki, (built by Sua’'u Taumase)..
Here the Ambassador having taken notice of a young tamee
antelope, it was sent within two hours as a plaything for his
little daughter; with nince lambs, also alive; besides several
trays of sweet meats and fruit, and considerable quantities of
roses and other flowers, disposed and tied in a very tasteful
manuer. Having seen so many Persian cities tfalling to
decay, 1 was not surprised on finding at Cazvin unequivocal
indications of approaching ruin. The pul)hck buildings wore
a dreary appearance ot neglect; more than half the houses
were without inhabitants, and the fme broad streets secmed
nearly deserted. Yet it MEura’'s Kua’'n be worthy of
credit, there were still here twenty-five thousand males; had
he said souls (according to our usual mode of describing the
whole population ot any place), his report, in iy opinion,
would have been more just.  He further told the Ambassa-
dor, that the country about Cazvin supported twelve thousand
families of the llats or wandering tribes. 'T'o the city itself,

this inggniodd winister assigned an antiquity of one thousand
eight hundred and torty years, but the accuracy of this nu-
merical statement, apparently founded on some very minute
calculation, vanlahed when he added that Cazvin owed its
origin to a monarch of the Sasanian dynasty; which, as we
know, did not cominence until the third century of our era(*)..
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™) Man whimsica] conjectures have been offered respecting the derivation of this
Rame (\J’-} 5) which is frequently pronounced Cazbin ; end was, 1 am inclined to suspect,

originally wiittesn with b instead of v; “on prononce ce nom tantbt par b tantdt parv,”
says Chardin (‘Tome 1L p 30, Rouen, 1723); und Re notices different explanstions of
the usine, We can scarcely douln slso,hat its first letter chould rather be the Persian ¢

‘2—0, than the Arabick k (J),‘althwgh this is now invariably used.. One person, a,
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In the MS. Sér al beldin we find Kazvin described as “a
“delightful place, with buildings and cultivated grounds,
“and aBundantly supplied with provisions; and there is a
“castle containing within it a small town, in which also a
“castle has been constructed; and in the inner town is a
¢ Musjed Jdmaa or principal mosque; the water of this city
*“1s derived from ran or from wells, for there is no river nor
“running stream but a small kdrfz or artificial conduit,
“which just supplies a sufficiency of water for the inhabi-
“tants to drink, not leaving any for the irrigation of land;
“and this place is the frontier pass towards the territory of
“the Dilemites.” We turther read of the feuds and quarrels
that constantly subsisted among the Kasvinians, and of the
murders that ensued; and that the city was a mile in length
and as much in breadth(*). Hamvarran,at the end of his
historical work, the MS. Téarikh Guzideh, quotes many Ara-
bick traditions reputed holy, i favour of his native city,
and representing it as ““one of the gates of paradise,”
(&G A o b ):)’ Of some part, he says, the founder
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native of the place, said it derived its name from Cadge or Cazh (E‘g urj,{) “crooked,”
and bin (ugu) “ seeing,” alluding to some obliquity of visiou in thase who first cone
structed tiie citv on an irregular or serpentine plan.  This derivation will remind the
classical geographer of Chaleedon in Bythinia, which was called the * city of the blind,”
( Cecorum cppidum, Plin. Nat. 11ist. V. 32, because its Megarensiun founders had not
perceived the numerous advantages of a neighbouring situation.  Another account
noticed by Amr's RA'Zi (in his MS. Haft Aklim ) represents the original nume us
Cashbin (U,,\,\__S) ; fur one of the sucient chiefs in a battle against the Dilemites, finding
his runks disordered, called out with a loud voice “dn cash bin" ( U:“ ‘),
“lovk towards tial corner;” and victery having ensued, a city was fu.u:ﬁh--l on C:Jhtl
spot and denominated Cashbin or Cashvin, “which the Mﬂg!. after their manner,
“altered into Kazrin,” &‘h\ib:’- U«’J}’ ErEAW “ps &2 This city is, perhaps
entit. © to a higher degree of antiquity than the Eustern writers genvra!.ly ullnwf
it seems to me, not improbubly, the Scabina of Ptolemy, (Lib. VI. ¢. 2. Asin T'ab, V):
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is not known, (15 aglke ) (SU (gess ;......w), on account of
its remote antiquity.  But wlien Sua‘pu’rR DHU’L EKTA’F
(USH,5 ,uls), (Sapor 11, who began to reign about A. ). 308),
escaped trom the (Jrceks, he found no repose until hlb arrival
at that spot which is now the Mekdm-i- K alenderdn () ,o03 plis)
or ‘‘place of the Kalenders,” (a religious order). f herc his
ministers and nobles assembled around him, and he was soon
enabled to defeat the Kaisar, (the Grecian or Roman Em-
peror); and regarding as auspicious, or connected with his
good fortune, that spot where he had first halted on the ter-
ritory of Kazvin, he commanded that a city should be there
erected. 'The same author (in his MS. Nozhat al Culid)
describes . Kazvin as belonging to the fourth climate, and
placed in long. (.c &) 85-0; lat. ( #) 36-0. The air is tem-
perate, and the water derived from kandts (eyi3) or subter-
raneous conduits; he.praises the gardens ot I\a sin, and the
fruits which they vield abunddnth" grapes, almonds, pis-
tachios, sweet melons and water melons, plums and oranges;
also the bread of that city ; whichis, besides, remarkable for
excellent camels reared in the ad_]mmnrr pasture-lands; ¢ and
“within three farsangs of that place is a fountain called
“ A'ngtd, of which, durin g the warm days of summer, the water
“1s tm/en, it the day should be moderately cool, the (uan-
“tity of ice diminishes ; and should the inhabitants of the city
““ have exhausted their stock of ice, they may supply them-
“selves from that fountain’(*).  Cazvin has produced many
celebrated writers and other ingenious men, besides numerous
Muselmgn saints of different dt,;_,lecs yet] have remarked that
in thosé books of jests or facetious anecdotes so popular
among the Persians, and sometimes replete with humour,
ihoug,h often very profane, and almost always grossly indeli-
cate, the principal character, a strange 1maginary C(,mpound
of siwiplicity, knavery and extreme Tibertinism, is generalily
described as a Cazvini.
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At half past two o’clock on the second of June, we set out
from Cazvin by the light of torches; which, according to the
prince’s orders, were carried before us until the moon rendered
them unnecessary. Having passed through many spacious
streets, for nearly two miles, we were impeded for several
minutes at a narrow place, by the crowds of men, women and
children, attending an arisi (_qs,) or nuptial procession, and
escorling the bride, who was'muffled in a white sheet, from
her father’s to the bridegroom’s house ; the drums and pipes,
producing very loud and. discordant noises on this occasion,
and the rockets and other fire- works causing much confusion
among our baggage-nules, and the horses on which we rode.
From the city we proceeded by an excellent wide road, over
an extensive plain, on which, and on the sides of adjoining
hills, appeared many villages. After a journey of above
twentyv-two miles, we alighted about nine o’clock, at Siddehn
(2obw, as the name is written by Hampavrau in his MS.
work abeve quoted) or Sidh-dehdn (s 2bw ‘the black
““mouth, gap or pass”, so called from some local circum-
stance) but universally pronounced Sichdtn or Sidhdehtin
Here and all along the road during this day’s march, we ob-
served that water was exceedingly scarce. A cooling breeze
often refreshed us, yet the Thermometer, soon after three
o’clock, stood at 79.

We began our march early on the third, and in five hours
reached the tents at Pdrsijin (s wb), 01, as more commonly
pronounced and written s uls arsijin; distant from the
last manzel about eighteen miles.  Our road tay over a plain
with low hills on the rigit, and a range of very lofty moun-
tains, bounding the remote horizon on our left. We passed
many large villages apparently flourishing and populous,
although it was acknowledged, and indeed evident, that the
inhabitants suffered considerably from the scarcity of water;
at Fursyjin, however, we enjoyed the luxury of a good ranning
strcaw ; and the well-cultivated fields, the pleasant gardens,
the green trees, and rising trom among them the gumbed or
vaulted roof of an Imdmzadeh’s tomb, (not unlike the steeple
of a country church), induced seme of us to fancy that. tﬁis
place resembled an English village. ‘ Here some partridges
and an aantelope were shot. '
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On the fourth we proceeded from Farsijin to Abker (),
frequently pronounced also Avlker, where we arrived at eight
o’clock, after a ride of fourtcen miles ; the morning being very
cold, although during the day, two or three hours after noon,
the Thermometer rose almost to 80. The plain through
which we travelled seemed to yield a fertile soil, and exhibited
in many places the marks of industrious cultivation; especially
drains or channels for the conveyance of water; we saw
several ploughs drawn by oxen, and villages with gardens.
Two or three wolves, and two gurs () or wild-asses, afforded
to some of our gentlemen a fruitless chase, as they escaped
without much apparent difficulty among the rocks and hills.
Abher, as we rode by the walls of its andient castle to our
tents pitched about three quarters of a mile beyond it,*pre-
sented a more respectable and pleasing aspect than the greater
number of Persian towns; being situate near a winding river
(that hears the same name) in the midst of numerous gardens
and handsome trees. I was extremely desirous of inspecting
more closely the castle of this place which is still called
Kalaa-1- 1. ardab, after Darius or Da’ra’s, whom many Fastern
writers describe as founder of the city; whilst others have
attributed its origin to sovereigns of an earlier age. 1In hopes,
accordingly, of making some antiquarian discoveries, 1 hast-
encd there soon after breakfast, (although the Thermometer
had risen to 80), with my gun, and two servants, and employed
some hours in examining whatever appeared to myself or
was indicated by my guides, as curious or ancient. 1 was
admitted into many of the gardens, walked about all the
streets,® and saw through gatesways several good houses
which, in general, the high walls of their courts and lofty
trees concealed from view. The castle alone bore any ves-
tiges of antiquity, and was the principal object of my re-
searches. 1t must have once been as strong as brick and
clay could render any building ; its ramparts still enclosed
and cpvered a considerable space of ground. I had heard
that among them were often found bricks of an extraordinary
size; and having discovered some very large and thick in the
remains of a wall, not far from one of the entrances, I cleared
them from sand and mortar, in expéctation (which proved
¥an) that some characters or device, stamped or cut upoa
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them, might reward my trouble. Within the ramparts I
observed an open space, the centre of which appeared to
have sunk below the general level; a depression perbaps
occasioned by the yielding of some subterraneous cavity ; or
the hollow had, not improbably, been once a reservoir of
water. Having descended trom the fortifications through a
garden adjoining them, and come oul on the road by which
we had passed in the morning, I sketched the view of
“ Darius’s castle,” (given in Pl. LXXV). At Abher,and many
places in its vicinity, storks were very numerous, and occu-
pied the summits of various buildings; those birds are never
moiested by the people, who regard their periodical migrations
as resembling the religious pilgrimage made by zealous
Muselméns to the prophet’s tomb at Mecca. 'The foundation
of Abher is ascribed by Zacania Cazvi'N1 to SHA’PU'R
Duu”L pkra’F; he notices a strange tradition that on account
of the pure air and pleasantness of situation, it was resolved
10 build atown at this place; but all the ground bemng full of
springs, walls or banks were formed of wool and the skins of
beasts, aud on these the city was constructed(*). He cele-
brates the gardens of Abher, and particularly one of consi-
derable extent, called DBekdad’din dbad. 'T'he geographer
IIaMparrLan informs us that this eity was founded by Cax
Kuusrav (Cyrus), that Da"ra s (Darius) built there a castle
or citadel of clay (.28 a3), which IscaxpErR Ru’Mmr’, or
Alexander the Greean, fimshed.  On or above this castle,
another was erected by Bena ap’ pt's Harper (ous ool ),
a prince of the Seljikian race, after whom it was denonnnated
Haideriah (x,9.)  ** In cireumterence the ramparts of Abker
“ extend five thousand five hundred paces; the air is cold, and
‘“ the water is derived from a river which bears the name of
‘“the city, and rises on the borders of Sultdniak, and flows
‘““into the territory of Cazvin”(*®). lle adds that the bread
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of Abher is not remarkably good, and that cotton does not
abound there (&) o & 5 0 £ wasew (L) but some of the
fruits are excellent(*).

Our manzel or halting place on the fifth was Saan Kalaa
(a3 _es), also written Sain or Sayen Kalaa, and once distin-
guished by a very different name(%); there we arrived at eight
o’clock, having advanced about thirteen miles along the tertile
plain, in general well cultivated, containing many villages
with gardens, and bounded at the distance of eight, ten or
twelve miles on both sides, with lofty mountains. Hitherto
since our departure from Tehran the great range of Alburz was
on our right. We observed in the course of this morning’s
ride, some beautiful flowers and plants which seemed to he
uncommon. From a cemetery where were several neatly-
carved tombstones of Mubammedans, a little above Saan
Kulaa, this mud-walled village with its trees, and the noble
mountains beyond it, formed a very pleasing view.* Herc at
three o’clock, the Thermometer rose to 82.

Commencing our journey early on the sixth, we were so
long delayed by the difficulties of a narrow pass and broken
watercourse at a mill near Saan kalaa, that we did not reach
Sultaniuh much before ten o’clock, after a journey of about
nineteen miles, the road continuing through that fine plain
of which a part has been already described. We rode by
three villages, totally deserted, the springs and streams having

(®) lam inclined to suspect that by a trausposition of letters, not unfrequent in the
classical names of foreign places, the PVera of Strabo represents Abher or Avher,
(xat ev gpovpiw epvpvw Ovepa, &c. Strab. Geogr. Lib. XI).

(*) HaMpaLLAaH Cazvi'Ni in the appendix to his Geographical Treatise (or the
Chapter of Rouds and Stages), describing the places between Sulliniak, Rai and
Verdmin, begins the section thus—
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“From Sultiniak to the village of Kﬁl{d,'wlnch lﬁ:.- MugluﬁuJ E;all .'\'m'nJ;(ﬁia-a, {ife
¢ farsangs ; thence to the city of Abker, four farsangs; thence to the village ol Firsijin,
“ four farsangs.” Had Chardin seen the name of Se#n K~/aa written in the Arabick or
Persian character he would not have supposed that it retute ' in any respect to HAassan,
* 8an Cala, ce mot abrégé signifie Chateaw de Hassan.” Voyages, Tome 111, p.
22, Rouen, 1723,
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suddenly failed to supply the quantity of water absolutely
necessary for the inhabitants. One of these three, the nearest
to Sultdniah, (within five or six miles), appeared to have heen
of considerable extent, and was denomnated Allah Acber
(S1a). It could scarcely be imagined from the excelleut
view of Sultaniah given by Mr. Morier, orfrom its real ap-
pearance when seen at the distance of three or four miles, that
this vast and once populous city is now in astate of the most
complete desolation, and actually without a single inhabitant;
yet such is the melancholy fact, as we were surprised to find
on passing through it; a few mcan houses not very distant
were occupied by some poor families, and near them was a
Caravansera still habitable; but within the precincts of that
space which had been Sultaniah itselt, and still covered many
miles of ground, nothing remamed but the decaying walls of
edifices, (some even in ruin magnsficent and beautitul), and
mouldering heaps of brick and clay ; these appeared to bave
been the materials of all the numerous structures, two ouly
excepted, built with stone. An accident prevented me from
examining the inside of SuLTa’N KHUDA'BANDEH’S tomb,
the external appearance of that splendid and stupendous
monument, with its lofty dome of azure coloured tile-work,
satisfied my curiosity respecting it; and 1 had no reason to
expect any vestiges of antiquity at Sultdniah ; this city. to
whatever degrec of magnitude and importance it may have
risen, not having existed until the thirteenth century of osr
era; foraccording to HHamuvarran Cazvi’ni, who flourished
early in the fourteenth, “Arcuvu’y Kna’wn, the son of
“ ABekA’ Kua'~, theson of Hura'cu” Ku . 'n, the Moghid,
¢ Jaid the foundation ot Sultdniak, which his son AuNsa‘tTv’
“ SurLTa’N completed, and denominated after his own utle.
¢ It was founded under the Zodiacal sigu of the lion; and the
<¢ circumference of the walls which Arcuu’n Kua’'n erected
¢¢js twelve thousand paces; but those constructed by Avn-
«“ja’rTv’ Surra’n, although they remain unfinished on ac-
“ count of his death, extend to thirty thousand paces”(®)..
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Hamparvan adds, among other particulars respecting Sul-
thniah, that within one day’s journey (from twenty to thirty
miles) a warm or a cold climate may be found ; he notices the
neighbouring *very fine and extensive tract of pasture
“ ground”(*), and concludes with a statement (below given),
of the distances between this city, (the capital of Persia when
he wrute), and several other places(®®). At what time Sul-
taniah began to decay, 1 shall not here inquire ; but an his-
torian who dates his work in the year (of our era) 1596, (A. .
H. 1005), speaks of it as already desolate and ruined, exhi-
biting only the walls of those edifices which once adorned it(*).
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Nuzhat al Culib, ch. I1.  The harbarous Moghul names are here faithfully copied
from the Manuscript, but 1 find them differently written by D'tierbelot, Petis de la
Croix, Mujor Price und other eminent orientalists. ARGHU'N Kua’'n died in the
year (of Christ; 1201, By most writers the foundation of Sultiniah is ascribed to
his son, whe, as appears from the quotation above given, only conmpletedand enlarged
the work commenced by AkGHU'N.  On this subject the authority of HAMDALLAH
geems incontrovertible ; for e must have been well acqoainted with the history of those
sovereigns, uuder the latter of whom he held an honourable appointment.

Y L‘J!Jifi Pees wele ,‘_;\.b L;il.: Where perhaps, we may discover the medior
peya caded Neeaov, that great Nisawan plain, celebrated by Herodotus for the large
horses which it (urnished ; these, according to Strabo, were used by the kings; and
famous for their strength and swiftuess, as we learn from various ancient authors,

(*) From Sultiniah to Abher (ﬂ‘) nine farsangs; to Rai ( ) fifty; to Zinjin
(wl@jj) five; to Sivah {o}L-] forty-two farsangs; to Sejds (U‘:{:‘) five farsangs;
to Kaznin (L_..J-);) nineteen; to Kum (ri) fifty-four; to Cdshan (u‘u:'.'.\f) seventy-four;
to Hamad"n (U‘M) thirty; to Yerd (J)J) one liundred and forty five; to Tabriz
(j)ﬂ) forty-six; to Karébigh (i‘u'-;) of Arrlin (u‘ﬁ) seventy-two; and to Shirdz
()L,...‘..) one hundred and seventy six farsangs.

e eoles (B Vo N5l a8 Vs Jaddl 4 See the MS. Térékh § Cur-
distin or History of Curdistin, (w&ndjg é‘.’-)b)’ entitled also the Sharf Namech
(&-Uiﬁ-) composed by SHArR¥ EBN SuaMs AD'DIUN (;;,’,Jll A L '-’;':')
of Betlis or Bedlis (U“:’JJ‘:')' Pictro della Valle (in 1619) heard that Sultaniak
had beew peopled by tamilies forced from their original homes, to gratify the caprice
of MUHAMMED KHUDA’ BANDEH, (the AUNJA'ITU’ SULTA'N mentioned in note
31), und that its depopulation commenced on the very night of that monarch’s death,
(Devember, A D. 1316), when of women merely, fourteen thousand left the city, which
baving been founded in violence lusted but a sr;orl Jime,  “ Perd, come cosa violenta
“ durd poco: e raccontano, che la mgdesima notte che mori quel Re, commincié A
“* spopolarsi di maniera, che sojo di dunne, ne uscirono quella propria notte quattor- .
‘tadici milla,” (Viaggi, Leut, 6), -
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Our tents were pitched near the Caravansera, a little beyond
the ruined city ; and not far from a house which several work-
men were busily employed in preparing for the king’s resi-
dence during the encampment of his troops on the adjacent
plain : this eméret or building was situate on a rising ground,
over a stream bordered with willows; its principal room,
neither very spacious nor handsome, contained a picture of
the king hunting, and portraits of many princes, his sons, one
in cach of the different tdkchehs or niches

On the 7th we marched at half past three o’clock, and
having proceeded about cighteen miles, passed a pretty vil-
Jage called Dizgj (1':.')"-"')’ and soon afler met the Vazir of An-
paLLan Mi'rza', the young prince who governs Zinjan {_\si;)
or Zingdn (J&5), with an zstikbal of forty horsemen, coming
to welcome the Ambassador.  After a few minutes of cere-
mony and compliment, our parties united and we advanced to
that city, distant from Sultanich about four and twenty miles.
Zinjan appeared at some distance as a very flourishing place,
abounding with gardens and trees of various kinds ; but hav-
ing entered it we rode for at least a mile through ruins, from
which, and the ample cemetery, thickly studded with grave-
stones, it was evident that the former population must have
been very considerable. The inhabitants still amounted to ten
or eleven thousand, according to someaccounts.  This town
contributes, with four others, to form a Pentapolis, called by
the Arabian name of Khamseh (&), expressing a thing quin-
tuple or five-fold. Our camp was about halt a mile beyond
the castle walls, on a parched and barren plain. At scven
o’clock in the evening, we accompanied the Ambassador on
horseback into the town and waited on the prince, ABpaLLAK
Mi’rza’, a youth of fifteen or sixteen years and very pleasing
manners, but whose court did not seem by any means brilhant.
That the name of this city is properly Zingdn (_\G;) appears
from the Dictionary Burhdn Katea, which mentions that after
the Arabick manner it is called Zinjin {ssb \e; ) come )
By Hamparran (in MS. Nuzhdt al Colab, ch. n.) its origin
1s attributed to Arpasni’r BABEKA'N (in the third century);
it has also been named Shahin (.24): In circumference its rain-
parts extended ten thousand paces; but it was ruined, he adds,
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when the Moghuls invaded this country ; the river which wa-
ters it and bears the name of the city, rises in the territory
of Sultdniah, and flows into the Sefid-rid (3,908 ) or <“White
River;” as Zinjan does not produce fruit, the inhabitants
supply themselves trom Tarmin ( a4)\b); “and their language
“is pure Pahlavi,” (cwisly sye \2ibjy). This was written early
in the fourteenth century by HamparrLang; the poet Arra’r
(Hle), who flourished about an hundred years before, speaks
of Zinjdn as talling to decay in his time(*).

We left Zinjan at four o’clock on the morning of the 8th;
two valuable mares and a foal, belonging to the Ambassador,
were stolen during the night, and the men who had been
employced to watch them were punished for their negligence,
or participation in the theft, with a logging. We proceeded
about fourteen or fifteen miles and halted near the village of
Sahrin () ; the road was in many places rugged and hi.‘ly.
We passed through various ordis or encampments of 1liats;
some of their tents covered a space thirteen or fourteen feet
in length, and perhaps eight or nine in breadth; being formed
of coarse felt or stuff made of hair and wool, very dark
brown, or almost black; stretched over ropes, fastened to
several upright sticks, about five feet high, the points of
which were fixed m the ground. To each there scemed
attached a vigilant and ferocious dog, and all were replete
with swarms of childven. At Salrin we found the air tem-
perate and pleasant, the ‘Thermometer not rising above 72.
The dav before at Zinjdn, within fifteen miles, it had stood
higher By seventeen degrees, at the same hour, three o’clock.

We sct out from Sahrinearly on the ninth; about the third
mile passed the ruins of many stone-built houses on the left;
and after a march of above eleven miles over a stony road,
arrived at the village of Armeghdneh (&\ka)t), where our tents
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(*) He descrives it as being a * mine of pious and holy men,” ('l,,i}', L_Jl_{) “although
* the city appears ruined in a conviderable degree ”
Gl Sl G (ed 425
See his poem, entitled the 'c)h'“ tu‘iﬂ Miftéh al Futuhh, or ““ Key of Victories,
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were pitched, near the fort or castle. Here the air was cool,
and the country abounded with herbs and plants of very
powerful odour, such as balm, thyme, origany and others.

On the tenth we mounted our horses al four o’clock ; rode
over many high hills, and observed some both on the right
and left of a conical form, with natural rocks on their sum-
mits, not unlike the ruins of buildings. Having advanced
twelve or thirteen miles we passed through a considerable
village called Ddsh bildk, or, as it is generally pronounced,
Tdsh buldk (3% (), “the stone fountain.” Ilere we met
Yu'sur KHA'N (s iwy) with sixty well armed horsemen,
sent from Tubriz by the prince Apsa’s Mi1’rza’, a few days
before, to receive and attend the Ambassador; soon after, an
dhtt () or antelope crossed the road, and afforded many
men and dogs a good half-hour’s chase. We alighted at our
tents near the little mud-walled village of Birdn-deh (s 40),
distant from Armeghanch eighteen or nincteen miles.

We proceeded on the eleventh ten or eleven miles by 3
rugged path over long and barren hills, and halted at A’k-kand
(23651 ““the white town;” now reduced to the state of an in-
considerable village, although from the numerous ruins, it
appeared to have been once both large and populous; a
spring and stream in the vicinity afforded usexcellent water.
It was remarked, that the country between this place and
Cazvin had risen by a gradual, but perceptible elevation ;
for if, in one day’s ride, we ascended hills to the height of
an hundred feet or yards, the descent did not seemg in pro-
portion, to exceed sixty or seventy,

On the twelfth, still ascending by steep hills and a bad
road, we advanced only eight miles, and encamped near the
trees and gardens of a village called («3) Gultapeh(*).
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(*) Or Gultepek according to the northern pronunciatign. 1 had found the Turkish
mode of speaking predeminant for the last three or four'stages, in words having the
vowel accent fateh, pronounced by the Persians like our short a in manner, cannon,
&c. but by the Turks more as our short e in men, pen, &c. The Turkish lauguage,
indeed, is vearly as much used at Cazvin as the Persian; and at Tabriz rather more ge-
nerally; and there | often heard Mukammed ot Mohammed pronounced Mehemmed or
Mehmed ; according to Chardin the Persian languagk extends from Abker to ludiz
but the Turkish from Abher westward ; (Voyages, Tome 111, p. 24; Rouen, 1723).
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Our next day’s manzel was at Miinedge or Midngje (£),
1s the name appears in the works of Hamparran Cazvint
and other eminent geographers, although there is very good
authority for writidg it, as now universaily pronounced,
Mianeh(*); distant from Gultapel about twenty miles; in the
course of which we crossed several lofty hills, especially the
great Kaflin Kth or Koplan Kuk, scparating the provinces
of Irdk Ajem, the greater Media, and A’zerbdijan, Media
the lesser, or Atropatia, at six or seven miles from AMid-
nch(®). Near the foot of this mountdin we passed on horse-
back (to avoid some rugged road) the beautiful river Kigel
Ouzen ; although not far below us was the handsome bridge of
which Mr. Morier has given so accurate a delineation, (Trav. 1.
p. 207). Havingarrived at the other side we began immedi-
ately to ascend the Kafldn Kih, by a path stecp and winding,
but in general sufficiently good, and much preferable to the
remains which we saw in different places near us, of SHA'1H
ABBa’s’s paved causeway or kheydban. A little bgyond the
bridge I stopped some minutes to sketch (See Pl. LXXV.)
the ruins of a fort situate on a rock, almost insulated among
stupendous mountains, and denominated Kalaa-c-Dukhter
(j<0 4ns) or “The Damsel’s Castle ;” some part of this struc-
ture was evidently modern, and the more ancient was ascribed,
by the chief of Midneh, to the daughter of some Muhamme-
dan prince or nobleman who flourished six or seven centuries
ago; and who, likewise, (he said) erected the bridge before-
mentioned. DBut a person at Tabriz assured me that this
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(™) The manuscript of EN HAUKAL'S wotk, which I have so often quoted by the
name of Sir al beldin, veads Midnej £'sa, whilst that copy from which my trans-
lation was published, has Alidneh Lil:}.., (See Orient. Geogr. of EBN HAUK AL p. 1G4).
In the celebrated Dictionary Burhin Kgtea the word Mianej does not occur; but among
other significations, Midneh &l is described as equivalent to the Arabick wesel ks ;
or waset I:.ab (the middle), also *“the name of a city intermediate between Jrik and
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(*) The river Kizel Ouz# and the mountain of Koflin Kik form the natural bouu-
dary of those piovinces, aithough Ak kand is now within the jurisdictiop of the prioce
who governs Azerbaijin; and we have seen (in note 37) thut HMianek was once consi-
dered as an intermediate or frontier city between that pro: ‘nee and Irdk, In Atropatia
or Afropatena, some have discovered ® resemblance to Ll Persian compound name
A'derbaigin, or A'derbidekany (corrupted into Azerbaijdn ), which 1 shall soon have
oceasion to notice in my account of Tabriz,
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fortress derived its name from the daughter of ArpasnuiI’r
Ba’srka’n, and Chardin alludes to some romantick tradition
concerning a princess whom that monarch imprisoned here.
On the Koflan Kuh 1 saw one of those tree® described in Vol. 1.
(p. 371, a dirakht-i-fazl; of which every branch was so closcly
covered with rags, that a new votary could scarcely have found
room for his oftering. Near Midneh we met the chief with
fifty horsemen and a pedestrian crowd, who complimented
the Ambassador with the noise of drums, the ridiculous tricks
of taties or buffoons, aftd the gesticulations of tumblers and
dancing boys. We passed the river of Mianeh oh a long and
handsome bridge, now beginuing to decay ; rode over a fine,
fertile and well-cultivated plain, irrigated by a muluplicity of
cuts and drains; then through the town which seemed exten-
sive and populous, and alighted at our tents pitched a little
beyond it.  This, we had heard; was once of the warm manzels
or stages, and 1 accordingly found that at noon in the shade,
Fahrenhgit’s Thermometer rose to 93, and at tour o’clock to
07. Yet on the neighbouring mountains snow was still visi-
ble in many places, and the ciief sent us some, with ice, to
cool our wine and water. 'The town was probably of some
importance when noticed by Esn Havkavt in the tenth cen-
tury, (See note 37), for Hamparran thus describes it in the
fourteenth. « Midnes, now a village, was once a city, and
¢ several territories are dependent on it ; the air is warm and
“not salubrious, and it abounds with gnats(*).” But thesc
mosquitoes are not only the living plagues that infest Mianeh,
which has long been remarkable for producing insects called
milleh (da), tortunately pecwliar to it, or at least not lound
many farsangs beyond it.  Of'these creatures and their mortal
venom, many extraordinary anecdotes had been related,
highly alarming to strangers, for such only are they said to
annoy ; differing in this respect from the scorpions of Céshdn,
which, according to popular (but erroneous) report, already
mentioned (See p. 89), raise their stings chiefly against the
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Oue copy for &&3 (pasheh ) gnats, reads &y bisheh,), forests or thick woods.
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inhabilants of that place. It isrecommended to those bitten
by the mulleh of Midneh, to plunge immediately into, cold
water, and to drink the shir (.2), or sweet mixture of bruised
grapes. They fall, at is said, from the ceilings or beams of
-old houses; and we heard that of twelve mulcteers who had
all suffered from them in one night, six only recovered. It
was also related that a servant of Sir Harford Jones had died
in consequence of their bites; and a man who attended Mr.
Gordon declared that he had himseclf nearly experienced a
similar catastrophe, and only escapfed after having been,
during several weeks, sewed up ina cow’s hide. Yet we
may doubt whether these insects are very numerous, for my
Serdsh found it difficult to procure two, which 1 preserved
during several weeks, wrapped in paper, but have since lost:
they were of a reddish brown colour, and rescmbled large
bugs(*).

The river of Méidnch or Midnej and its long and once hand-
some bridge, have been incidentally mentioned. Tlampar-
rtan thus more parucularly describes them: “The river
¢ Miangs riscs amdst mountains in the territory of Aijan,
“and having passed through that country into the plains of
«« Mianej, and joined its waters to the river Hashtrid, falls into
““the Sefid-réd, and proceeds to the sea of Khozar, or the
¢« Caspian, after a course of twenty farsangs(*).” ‘The same
geographer also informs us, that ““the river Hashtrad flows
“from mountains 1 the districts of Mardgheh and Atjan,
“and unites its stream with the Sefid-rad in the territory of*
¢ Midnep; it runs twenty farsangg, and on it is situate the
““bridge of Midney, having thirty-two arches, erected by the
¢ Jate lord of the Divdn, the venerable KHUA'JEIL S11aMs oD’
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(*) 1 have since met in Paris (July, 1816) Daoup Beg, whom the king of Persia
sent to compliment Louis XVIII ; that Armenian envoy had been bitten several months
before at Midneh by the milleh ; and even when I saw him, still suffered violent pain
in consequence of the bite un his urm which was much inflamed.
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See MS. Nuzhat al Culib, (Section of Rivers). ol o (amdd
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«pr'y MunamMeD(*®).” These are not the only streams
that contribute toswell the Sefid-rud ; the Kizelouzen which,as
I'have before mentioned, we crossed on horseback a few
miles from Miénej, constituting a part of it; and HamparLran
enumecrates several other rivers, such as the Shdhrid (o, \2) .
and Zinjdn-rid (0., \e;); the A'b-i-Tarmin ( te,l); the
A'b-i-Sarjed (y g ) and Kidrnau (3)s) ; the Shalrid (s, Jts)
and Garmrid (s, 5), that join it According to that celebrated.
writer “the Sefid-rid or white river, called by the Turks,
¢ Sevldn, rises amidst those mountains in Curdistdin which
“they denominate Peish bermak, and the Persians Panjan-
““ gusht, or the five fingers. This river having united itself'to
“the Zinjin-rid, the Hashtrid, the Mibnej-rid, and the
¢ streams flowing from the mountains of Télesh and Tdrmin,
“joins the Shdh-ritd, passes through Gilén Kitem, and falls.
“1nto the sea, of Khozar or the Caspian; and the Sefid-ridin
‘““its entire course, runs about one hundred faesangs(*).”
Concerning Midneh, I shall only remark that Thevenot, one
of our most ingenious European travellers, died at this place
in the year 1667, (Nov. 28th).

On the fourteenth we set out at four o’clock, and soon
after ten reached the camp near Turcomdn Chdi (> W),
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1 find Katem (or Gutem ) vdded to Gilin in another pasiage of this sectioa, L"ﬂ-“’;“t .

of the river Shikrid ), without any intervening particle; "; is described in the same

MS. (ch. xx.) as a bander (ﬁiﬁ (S 3i2) or commercial sea-port on the Caspiun, much
frequented by ships from Gurkdn, Tabristén and Shirvén. 1 once suspected that we
sbould have read ‘J ?» and that the river was said to fall into the sea st KME’I"P'
the Cuedom, placed near Reskt in Hanway'se M i

“Ewbassy,” &c. (Trav, Vol D. ’ " of the Routes of the ‘
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having travelled twenty-two or twenty-three miles over a series
of hills, on which the soil did notseem bad, although, from a
scarcity of water, it had been left uncultivated, except in the .
immediate vicinity of Alianeh; nor did we see a tree during
the ride, nor any human habitation besides the houses of a
small village within two or three miles of our manzel. 'The
country on both sides, and the very road, abounded with
liguorice plants. The Thermometer was up to 93 at four
o’cluck, but the night proved cool.

- We next proceeded (on the fifteenth) to Kard-chemen
(oz1), “the black meadow,” distant from Turcomin cha:
aboul thirteen miles; our tents were pitched n a fine fertile
valley near a stream of excellent water, and a village mha-
bited by Armenians. Here we found a caravinof above one
hundred camels. )

Our journey of the sixteenth did not exceed twelve miles;
being trom Kard-chemen to the Caravansera, within half a
farsang of Ticmeh-tash, or Ticmeh-dash (2o 2a$5).  This vil-
lage 1 was desirous of examining, and afler vreakfast walked
to it with some of our party; having heard that there, at the
Ser-i-chashmeh (sata) or ¢ fountain head,” were stones with
inscriptions in very ancient Cifi characters; “ Khatt-o-Cifi
“lkhyly kadim” (85 s € L), as a Persian of creditable
appearance gravely assured me. We soon discovered the
fountain and inspected many large stones; one particularly,
an upright rock of extraordinary shape; but none appeared
to have ever borne the impression of a tool. The servant
who attended us understood T'urkish; and through his inter-

retation, (for none of the villagers spoke Persian), we learned
E‘nlll an intelligent old man, that the place did not afford
sculptures of any kind. But he said that at the distance of
six or eight miles in the direction of Tuabriz, we should pass
by a spot where once had been the immease city of Aijdn,
that somecarvedstones of considerable antiquity yet remained
near the road side, and that thes¢ monuments were denomin-
ated Jangi ($\).  Ou our way bagk to the tents we visited
the Caravanseré of Dinga, built of stone au:! well-burnt brick ;
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but neglected and falling to ruin. The stream running
through our camp abounded with small fish.

On the seventeenth we proceeded to the Chemen-e-Ajin
f)y! o) (0T, a8 generally pronounced, Oojoon ), the fine 1ea-
dows of Aiyan. between eleven and twelve miles distant from
the last manzel. Our tents were pitched about one mile
beyond the emdret shdili (_»\s «us) or “‘royal edifice,” a
summer-house in which the king resides, during the annual
encampment of his troops on the rich and extensive plain
adjacent. Near our halting-place we were surprised at the
appearance of a large and once handsoime Eurppean coach,
drawn by six horses; this, which had been received as a pre-
sent from Russia, the prince, Apa’s M1’rza’, now sent for
the conveyance of Lady Ouscley; but as the numerous ine-
qualities of the road must have rendered the motion of any
wheel-carriage extremely unpleasant, she continued her
journey jn the palankin.  We met soon after Captain Linde-
say, with about two hundred of his horse-artillery ; all Per-
sians, whom that brave and excellent officer had adinirably
disciplined ; they were uniformly clothed in blue jackets, with
red caps and yellow lace, and managed their horses in the
style of our Fuglish dragoons, performing several evolutions
with considerable quickness and precision. Any reader who
has been sufliciently patient to accompany me thus far, must
have witnessed, perhaps but too often, my irresistible pro-
pensity to antiquarian researches, and will scarcely suppose
that 1 forgot, during this morning’s ride, the formation
above noticed, given by the old peasant at Ticmeh-tdish ; in-
formation particularly interesting since it excited my hopes
of discovering those ancient memorials, erected, according
to Tasri, one of the oldest and most celebrated oriental
historians, by Ra vEsH, an Arabian prince, as records of his
name, the extent of his marches and his conquests, in 47zer-
baijan or Media(%). 1 flattered myself, at least, with the more
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(“y TAacRI deseribes this RA'YBsH (L;“!J) as sovereign of Yemen or Arabiu Felix,
and contemporary with the Persian king, MiNUCHEHR, of whom alone he acknow-
ledged the supremacy, and in whose time Moses was sent to the Phuraoh of Egypt.
Ravesu having extended his couquests to Llindustin, returned with much treasure .
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reasonable expectation of finding those extraordinary circles
of hewn stone which Chardin observed in the year 1673 ; and
which,long before our degenerate times, had served, it was said,
as the seats of giants This hope did not prove altogether vain;
for, about six miles beyond Tecmehk-ddsh, we arrived at an emi-
Jnence, where, on both sides, were many large and upright
hewn stones, arranged in lines; one row on our right scemed
to have formed part of a circle, now imperfect; and was, we
may believe, what Chardin coming from Tabriz towards Ka-
riichemen saw on his left; or, as he travelled in the dusk of
evening or at night, according to custom, and perhaps rode
by on the other side, he may have mistaken for a circle(*).
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and many captives to Arabia; thence he passed through Irék into Azerbaigan

(w‘fg‘b‘)d‘) whicli the Turcdns (ulgj) at that time possessed ; these he defeated and
slew; “and in theland of Azerbaigan is a certain large and celebrated rock or stone,
** on which he caused 1o be sculptured an inscription recording his name, aud his
““arrival there, and his return thence, and the amount of his troops, and his victories;
g0 that even at this day men read it, and become acquainted with his geeatness,”
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Of A’y Esit the proper name, as we learn from TaBRI, was ITARETH REN AB1 SHF.
DA D (J‘..\.w ‘_;ﬂ o .L':")ia")’ or Av UUARETU AL RAaYEsy, fifteenth king of Yemen,

and the first who was entitled Tobaa (tJJ) according to Pocoke (Specimen Hist.
Arab, p. 68, Oxon. 1650) who does not, however, mention the circumstance here re-
lated ; although he alludes 1o foreign spoils brought by the victorious HARETH iuto
Yemen, wheuce he obtained the title of RaYEsH; “qudd reportatis in Yamanum
“spoliis populum ditavit, cognominatus est; quoniam aalsl ot ")-” In
the quotation above given from TaBRr1’s Chronicle, 1 have followed the text'of my
oldest MS.% some copies represent the inscrijtion as engraved on “itwo large rocks”

or stones, (L—Syﬁ e }J).

~ (") “Le 30 (of May) nous fimes six licues par un chemin assez uni, qui serpente
‘“ entre des collines. Aprés deux heures de marche (from Faspinge ), novc passimes
*“proche des ruines d’une grande ville ( Aujdp ) qu'on dit qu'il y a en la autre {is et
“qu’ Abas le Grand acheva de détruire; on voit 4 gauche du chemin de grands ronds
“ de pierre de taille,” Voyages, Tome I1L p. 13; (Rouen 1723). “ Nous partions
“* tofijours le soir, une heure ou denx avant le soleil couché plus ou moins, selon la
““ traite que nous avions 4 faire. Nous achevions les traites de cing ou six liciies &
“‘1hinuit, ou environ. Les grandes de huit A neuf lieiies nous tenoient presque toute la
“poit.” (ih. p. 24).  According to this latter passage, we may suppose Churdin to have
left Faspinge (as he writes the name), at one hour before sunset; the former passage
allows two ﬁnurs for his journey to the Jangd ; this calc lation would bring him there
one hour after sunset, always dark in Persia, where the tw..ight lasts but three or four
minutes, He may as well have*passed the square inclosure, like some of our party, ou
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"Those on the left of our path were regularly disposed on the
plan ofan oblong square, nearly forty yards by twenty-five or
thirtv.  Within this inclosure were lying horizontglly on the
around, a tew tombstones of Muhammedans, and many more
close to it, outside, and near the row above-mentigued on
our right: some of these sepulchral stones exhibited epitaphs
in Arabick characters, but none that I examined were either
ancient or important It was bere, says Chardin, that the
Caous when making war in Media, are reported to have held
their consultations, each bringing to the assembly a stone for
his own seat: these Caous, adds he, are the Persian giants, so
called after king Caous, the son of Cosan(*®) I know not
on what authority this ingenious traveller supposes the-word
Caous equivalent to “giant;” but if we assume the monarch
who first bore that name as founder of these inclosures, their
antiquity ascends to the sixth or seventh century before Christ.
It would, however, be considerably reduced below the age of
Caovus, and probably, below the true date, were we to adopt
a local tradition rclated by the chief of a tribe residiggin the
neighibourhood, who here paid his respects to thc Ambassa-
dor. llesaid that these rows of stones had been erected by
the principal qtlicers or nobles during the reign of Gra“za’N
Kua'n (L= );k), (who died in the year of our era 1304);
that lhey assciubled atthe inclosures to converse on military
affairs, "and therefore called them Jdngi, (the scene of
“debate” or “consultation”), bul that in succeeding ages
those places of assembly were used as cemeteries. A very
learned, though in some respects, a fanciful antiquary, Mon-
sieur D'Hancarville, considers the circles of stones déscribed
By Chardin as resembling, and probably coeval with, that
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one side as on the other; for although we found a path near the left of it, the open
uutilfed country, without hedges or fen¢® of uny kind, was equally easy for horsemen
on either sidde. Darkness may have prevented him from seeing the tombstones, or
perhaps he did not alight to examine the inclosure, as expedition seems to have been
unl object in these nucturnal journies; < La nuit on marcE: plus vite,” &ec. (ib. p. y}_

(**) “Les Persany diseut que ces ronds ou cercles sont une marque que les Caous,
“ faisant la guerre en Medie, tinrent conseil en cet endroit; parce que c’etoit la cufitume:
“de ces peuples que chaque officiez qui entroit au conseil portoit une pierre avec lui
“ pour lui servir de sitge. Les Caous sont des«geans Persans, ainsi nommez de Kuous
‘“Roi de Perse, fils de Cobad,” &c, Voyages, Tome HI. p. 13; (Rouen 1723)
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stupendous British monument, Stone-henge; and he pro-
nounces both more ancient than the great edificeof Persepolis,
which differs from them in its plan, being quadrilateral(*').
But I have already observed that one, (and perhaps the prin-
cipal inclosure at Jangt ), is an oblong square. hether the
stones of it ever bore a superstructure cannot be easily as-
certained; they appeared to Mr. Morier, (who visited them
in 1809; [‘ravcls, Vol. 1. p. 271), as the remains of a building.
I shall not here pretend to offer a conjecture on the design
w;tl: which these stones were crected ; but, although the space
comprised within them.may have served ()Lcctsmnalb in the
thirteenth or fourteenth century as a place of assembly and
consultation, and has since been contaminated by the inter-
ment of human bodies, 1 am inclined to think these inclosures
of equal antiquity with the original foundation of Aujdn, a
city tallen to decay many hundred years before the time of
Guazan Kua‘y, who rcbuwilt and embellished it, and of
which the ruins, stlll discernible in scattered vestiges, arc said
to have extended three or four miles about this spdi, or even
farther, according to information received (rom the chief
above mentioned ; for he declared that during the tiime of its
glory, it did not yield even to Rai in magmtu(le and splen-
dour. DBut a less exaggerated account of its size, may be
found 1o the work of []AM vaLLak, who traces, however, its
foundation; to an age extreme® remote.  ““ Adjdn,” says this
geographer, “a Ctty of the fourth climate, is properly reck-
“ oned, in old writings {or accounts of the revenue), as belong-
“ing to the district of Mahran-rad. 1t was founded b_y
“« By’ 212E N, the son of G1'v, and rebuilt by Giaza'n Kia'N,
< who surround&d it with ramparts of stone and mortar, and
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(‘") * Ces anciens edifices sont du genre de celui dont les pestes subsistent encore
“ dans la Medie, ou il passe pour etre Pouvrage des Kaous, ou des Geants, . “Voyages
* de Charlin®); ce deruier est formé de pierres enormes arrangées sur un plan cirenlaire,
* comine le sont celles de Stone henge, dans la province de Willshire en Angleterre,
“Tous deux different moins par leur distribution des edifices de Persepolis, qui sont
“gur un plan quadrilatere, qu'ils ne leur ressemblent, en ce gue comme eux ils furent
 guverts de toute part et sans aucune espece de couverfure. L'art employe dany les
“ups, la sump nosite de leurs maxbres, la richesse de leurs sculptures, la variété de
« Jeursinscriptions, contrastant avec la rudesse et la simplicité des autres, annoncent Vou-
“yrage d'un tems moibs ancien, que ceux ou l'ou ‘tlevy ce: monumens de Stone Aenge
“et de lu Medie.” See the bupphmﬁn (p- 127) to D'liuucarville’s ** Recherches sur,
F'Origine et les Progres des Arls de la Grece.”
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¢ called it a city of Isldm; and the rampart constructed by
« Gua'za’~ extended three thousand steps.  The climate of
« this place is cool, and it derives water from the mountain
< of Sahend. Tt produces corn and herbage, but neither fruit
“por cotton. 'The inhabitants are fair complexioned, and
<« Musulmans of the Shdfei sect; there is also a race of Chris-
¢ tians resident here”(*).  The Thermometer at this place,
rosc at four o’clock (June 17th), to 77.

TFrom the Chemen-i- A#jdn we set out at half past two o’clock
on the eighteenth, and before nine encamped near the pleasant
village of Bosmidje, Vispinje or Bdsfinge, as the people vari-
ously pronounce Fahsfinge or Fahusfinge, tor so the name 1s
written(*).  This day’s journey was between nineteen and
twentv miles, during which we rode over one hill of consi-
derable length and steepness; about the tenth or ¢leventh
mile we passed on our right, a large and handsome Caravansera
called Shibels ( ).4), now almost in ruin; and a little farther
on our left, thevillage of (oU) ausw) Swieddbdd.  In the vicinity
of' Fahsfiny or Vaspinge, on the road towards A#jdn, Chiardin
would place the Niswxan plain,so celebrated by ancient writers
for the admirable horses which it furnished to.the Median or

Persian kings. On this subject I shall offer some remarks
in the Appendix.

After a ride of eleven miles our journey ended at half past
nineo’clock on the morning of the nineteenth, when we entered
the city of Tabriz (j,s), near which our road led us through
an ample cemetery ; here wgs a large and rugely carvkd stone
resembling rather a ram with curled horns, than the figure of
a lion placed in many Persian burial-places. We saw also,
‘mm.m’t.‘.m‘b..m"ﬁ..m““"m So>Ur
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™ ,g-“-é’a or, as I find it in the MS. chronicle, “ Aulum A'rdi Abbési,” Lidkwyd.
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the large and ruined castle or citadel on our right, and many
very flourishing gardens. We were received with military
honours by the Keshiins or regiments of native troops who
lined the streets, soldiers excellently disciplined in the Euro-
pean maunner and commanded by Major Christie. It afforded
us equal pleasure and surprise to hear the tunes of English
marche s, country dances, and our national air ¢ God save the
“«“ King,” exceedingly well played by young Persian fifers and
d!‘llllll]lﬁ‘la. The compar ative coolness of Tabriz was percep-
tible, for at three o’'clock (June the 19th), Fahrenheit’s Ther-
mometer did not ascend above 67. In our last manze/ (within
the distance of three farsangs), it had risen higher by ten.
degrees at the same hour on the day before.

On our arrival at Tabriz we expected that the crown prince,
Anpa’s Mi'rza’, would, in the course of two or three days,
aftix his name to the definitive treaty, which the king had
already signed, and which the Ambassador proposed that I
should take to Kngland. But the usual procrastinations of
Asiatick diplomacy, though without any apparent object or
advihtage, were here practised ; and when no other pretence
for (h,laj lundnwd and the day of signing was fixed to be
the twenty-sixth (of June), some inauspicious conjunction or
aspect of the heavenly bodies, caused that ceremony to be
deferrcd until the twenty-seventh; at which time, in conse-
quence of negotiations on the subject of peace, commenced
between the Russians and Persians, through the medium of
our Awmbassador, so much business I](:C(‘ﬁbdl’l]\/ engaged all
his attention, that he could not then finally closc the des-
patches, nor did he deliver them to e before the evening of
July the first.  During this interval of thirteem days, I was
accommodated with aroom at the house of .y fricnd Major
D’Arcy, who, as senior officer, commanded in the military
departinent.  The other English gentdemen’ Whom we found
at Tabriz were Major Stone, Major Christie, Captain Linde-
say, Lieutenant George Wllluck and Mr. Lampbd! the
Prince’s curgeon. Huc besldcs, were M. Ireygang, a
counsellor, and Major Papaeuf, both deputed by the Russian
governor of Georgia to treat with ‘the Y mbassador. They
occupied an aparlmcnt in M‘ajor D’Arcy’s house, where, also,
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resided a French officer, who some months before having
offered his services to our Government, had been sent from
London to Constantinople, and thence to Persia. The day
after our arrival, we proceeded at noon to the pulace, where
the proper officers received us with the usual ceremonies,
and conducted us to the presence of Aspa‘s Mi'rza’; he
had been lately indisposed and wore a scarlet bardni (a ““rain”
or “great-coat”), and a plain black kulih or lambskin cap;
his face appeared thin, probably from ill health, but the ex-
pression of his countenance was pleasing, and he received us
with unaffected dignity, and at the same time courteousness of
manner.  In his discourse he evinced much intelligence and
a desirc of information on various subjects.  We remained
with him almost an hour, during which the Ambassador,
having delivered a dagger richly mounted with jewels brought
from England, made two or three efforts to retire, but the
prince each time contrived to detain him in conversation, by
the suddvn introduction of some new topick.  He honoured
the Awmbassador next day with a private audience of three
hours(*™).

I met one morning at Mr. Campbell’s house, a man of the
tribe called Karatch: or Karachi (ﬁi)ﬂ; penplc who scemed
to resemble our gvpsies inmany réspects, besides the use of
a particular dialect or jargon amoung themselves; for they are
said to love an erratick and 1dle lite, pretering tents to houses;
to pilter eggs, poultry, hinen and other things, with great
dexterity ; to tell a person’s fortune by inspecting the palm
of his hand, and to be nearly, or perhaps altogether, without
any rchgion. The man with whom I conversed acknow-
ledged that tnost of his tdifeh (ayb) or tribe, had not any
certain form of worship or system of faith; but some Mu-
hammedans heilfg present, he loudly thanked God, that he
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i* ABBA's M1'RZA’ seemed 10 be in his twenty-eighth or twenty-ninth year, of a
good stature and museular form; celebrated by the Persians as an admirable horseman.
It wa. said that he frequently went to hunt during such frost and snow, that of two
or three hundred men who set out with him, not more than ten or twelve were able to
et the latigue and cold, or ut.end him throughout the whole excursion. Witha
periect disregard of oxtreme heat, his brothir HusgiN ALt Mr'eza’ thus hunted

almost daily near Shirdz, at a season when fost people, even in the shade, found the
sun’s fluence oppressive,
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was, himself, a true believer, a very orthodox disciple of their
prophet. The Tdtdrs or Turkish couriers from Constan-
tinople, happening to enter the room, immediately recognised
this man and his companions to be Chingdanis or Jingdnis,a race
of whom the males, they said,were all dishonest and the females
unchaste; and Mustara, who had been in England, whis-
pered to me that they were the same as our gypsies; they
confessed that with respect to the name, those Tdtér couriers
thad given a correct account, as the people of their tribe were -
denominated Jingdni by the Turks. I was anxious to learn
some words of their peculiar dialect, and wrote down from the
lips of one who seemed the most intelligent of these Kardchis,
a shrewd fellow, although perfectly illiterate, the short voca-
bulary below given(*').

On the evening of the twenty-fourth, Major Christie invited
me, with some other friends, to partake of an entertainment
at his quarters; he first gratified us by an exhibitioa of seven .
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(*) Gop  Khuia white paranah nose nak or nank
the Sun Gam green ntla mouth zever
Moon Miftuw quick khali hand khast

menaw ot barah or | foot d

bread menay grent { varah | belly Eh{:‘cm
water pani little Jjunah leg luleh
horse agora a tent uri thigh buth
Cow .mangow milk ilhr sheep bekra
house gar butter tehl dog sensta
salt nid zold pildaw couat ¢ isd
tree dar silver urp or ourp | cap uli
man manes . to go Jaynk earth buik
womun Jivi to come paw sea dahns
fire aik to drink lepi slar chanani
boy orson.  zara. to eat kamen . flame alaw or alay
daughter, lovki . to fight lakhti widow duljiveh
mother mami to bring Raun old womam  viddi
father dadi bring bread  menaw naun | hok tata
brother bor - the wind wai cold = v
sister bekn sword tuvrar man of the gara-sabior
£sh melchd knife cheri «| hquse } { ara-savi
bird chimarid shoes mizf an infant khuldar
smoke . dadd finger angul tent-rope sehli
good sona ear kion three, (the { .
bad peis beard kitch number) oy
black kala eye aki four ishtar

The other numbers nearly the same as in Persian,
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or eight pahlawdns ( \e) or wrestlers, who displayed consi-
derable activity in the zar khdneh (&} ), (the strength house
or place where bodily vigour is exerted). This was a room,
half-under-ground, where those men wearing only short
breeches, having performed very difficult exercises with the
wooden mils (Jas) or heavy clubs, described in a former chap-
ter, began to struggle; the object of each being to lay the
antavoniston his back; whenever this was effected, the person
vaunquished acknowledged his defeat by kissing, or seeming
to kiss, the hand of his conqueror. A young man from Kir-
ménskah, whose fortn was uncommonly robust and muscular,
proved the chief hero of these athletick sports, during which
we were amused with the sounds of a setareh or three-stringed
guitar, a drum, and a daireh (.p%) or tambourine.  One also
of the party occasionally animated and excited the pahlowdns
i thewr trials of strength, by rcciting with a solemn chant
several verses from the Shdhnameh, celebrating the warlike
exploits of Arra’sia’s, Feri’ou'~ and Rustam., Anacci-
dent terminated this part of our entertaimment after it had
lasted nearly an hour; one of the wrestlers having fallen with
violence against the wall, some blood began to flow from his
mouth and nose, and the others thought that it would not be
lucky to continue the exercise. We therefore ascended from
the z2dr khdneh to a spacious room; where after the usual
refreshments of coffee and kaledns, a dance was exhibited;
the performer being a birish ( s ,0) or beardless boy of fifteen
or sixteen years, wearing the cowmplete dress of a woman and
imitating, with most disgusting effeminacy, the looks and
attitudes of the dancing girls; sometimes turning round on one
gpot for several minutes to the sound of a kemdncheh or Per-
s1an violin, or moving slowly along the floor with much un-
graceful distortion or dislocation of the hips, practised,
howcver, in pertect cadence with the musick. He played
also many tricks with naked swords and daggers; tumbled
over head having several sharp and long knives so fixed oa
his hreast, that the slightest fall, or error in any movement,
must nevitably have proved fatal. Another boy, disguised
likewise as a woman, then stood up to dance, but as Major
Chnisue understood that several persons celebrating a nuptial
feast in the city, had long expected’ these performers, he
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dismissed them, and after tea, gratified us with a third spec-
tacle inuch more amusing; a very laughable farce acted before
the windows in a court or little gdrden where our worthy host
had permitted somne of the town’s people, soldiers, servants
and others to assemble, dhat they might gratuitously enjoy
one of their favowrite entertainments. 'T'he entire plot of this
farce consists in the;stratagems employed by a cuaning rus-
tick, the bufloon, 1o obtain some mdst (cwls) OF curdled
milk, which another man offers for sale in a large dish or
basin placed near him on the ground. So tempting is this
cooling beverage that the clown, although without one
farthm;q wherewith to purchase any, resolves, alter many
ridiculous grimaces, to gratity bis appetite by stealth. lle
accordingly watches an opportumity when the Madst seller is
looking about, and having dipped his fingers shily nto the
dish, two or thrce times, licks them with much relish. but is
detected in a subsequent attempt, severely scolded and driven
away. Ile soon returns, however, in the chagacter of a
gardener with his spade; assumes a different tone of voice;
begins to negociate about the price of mdst, but whilst
spedkmg suddenly snatches up some in the hollow of his
hand, is again scolded and beaten off.  He next appears as
a cripple and contrives to get another mouthful; and s alter-
wards cqually successtul under a new disguise, when in the
midst of earnest conversation he blows a puﬁ ot flour or white
dust, from his own mouth into the eyes of the pvor Mdast-seller,
and during his embarrassment and temporary blindness, hcks
up a considerable quantity of the milk and runs away. He
then comes back, declares himself a celebrated musician, and
sings mnany Persian and Turkish, Gilini and Curdi songs,
but at cvery interval contrives to steal a little of the mast,
sometimes dipping his finger into it, sometinmes the handle
of his spade. Once more he returns and displays varicus
feats of activity ; among others, he extends hinself on the
ground, like a person beginmng the shenaw (,U2) or “swin-
“ming exercise,” and advancing thus towards the basin he
suddenly plunges his face 1o0to it; then starting up and for-
cibly embracing the enraged Mdasg-scller, bedaubs his fore-
head, nose and beard, with the cloticd milk trom his own.
But the last scene of this farce excited more laughter, at least.
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among the spectators in the garden, than all the former. The
credulous Mast-merchant is induced from charity to indulge
the clown, representing a miscrable beggar, with one taste of
the milk; for this purpose he gives him a little on the end of
his tingers, which the clown nstantly séikes with his teeth and
bites so hard, that the poor patient screarns or-rather bellows
from puin, and is thus dragged off the stage. -

To this buffoonery succeeded a puppet-show; one man
having unfolded a sheet or curtain of greenish linen and fixed
it on a wooden frame about three feet long; established his
little theatre in two minutes and seated himselt inside, where
he managed the puppets and was concealed from our view;
whilst another, standing close to the trame outside, conversed
with the principal personages and served to explamn the story.
Pahlawén, the ¢ illustrious hero, or warrior,” (in England
called Punch), happening to look out of his door or window,
beholds a-woung lady and immediately becomes enamoured ;
but his friend, (the man sitting outside), informs him that he
must not cherish a passion which would certainly . prove
hopeless, or perhaps cause his destruction, this fair damsel
being sister to several ferocious dives or monstrous giants.
Pahlawdn sighs and whines in a most ridiculous wanner; one
brother then appears, a very fornndable figure with a hideous
face and two long horns. The lover betrays some symptoms
of fear; but at Jast attacks the div, and after many foud col-
lisions of wooden sculls and fists, he conquers and kills the
giant, and hangs his carcass head downwards, over the stage,
in front. Another of this irightful race, a yellow div, next
encounters Pahlawin, and falls in the deadly combat; a red,
a white, a black, and a speckled brother, one also having
the head of a dog, and another with a single but immense
horn, successively fight the lover, are all slain, and hungina
row with the first monster. The mother too, an old sorceress
or witch, having a black face and white hair, shares the fate of
her sons. Pahlawdn immediately resolves to carry off his
mistress and enjoy the fruits of victory; but the discreet mo-
nitor advises him to marry the young lady with due forms
and ceremonies. A Muild or priest, a Kézi or magistrate, a
lawyer and others attend ; a bargain for'the dowiy is regularly
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made; then follows the arisi or nuptial procession, in which
a man displays fire-works on his head, and several dancing

irls and musicians appear; at length, Pahlawdn is introduced
to his lovely bride, and expresses the force of his amorous
passion by gesticulations more intelligible than delicate; al-
though out of respect to the English gentlemen present, (or,
as I believe, in consequence of a hint fromm Major Chiristie),
much of the indecency was suppressed, which gencrally ren-
ders this concluding scene, the chief delight of Turks and
Persians.  We heard that ladies of high rank condescend to
siile at the exhibition of this puppet-show with which their
husbands sometimes treat then:, and that on these oceasions
no part of the original performance is onntted.  DBoth of this
entertainment and of the farce which preceded, the dialogues
were conducted m Turki or Turkish, as spoken by the wan-
dering tribes and lower class of people inhabiting the northern
provinces of Persia. My impertect knowledge of this dialect
rendered me incapable of thoroughly comprehending the
many passages which excited bursts of laughter timong the
crowd; but they were evidently replete wjth humour, as 1
could judge cven from an explanation of them in Persian.
The managers of these shows, and the musicians who attended
them, were said to be mostly of the Karachi (or gypsey) tribe
alrcady mentioned. Pahlawdn, 1 must here remark, squecaked
in exactly the same kind of feigned voice as Punch in our
common English puppet-shows.

Since the first day of our arrival at Tabriz, young men from
various*parts of the couuntry hastened to enroll themselves
among the prince’s troops commanded by Major Christie,
and generally distinguished by the appellation of Ser-bdzi
(o5j4m)s or “players with heads;” “those who consider it as
‘ sport to suffer or inflict decapitation.” This desire of en-
listing arose from the punctuality with which those soldiers
were paid by the English officers; for hitherto the Persian
colonels had, on various pretences, withheld at least half of
their nomiinal allowance. The thirty-five thousand pounds,in
gold and silver coin, which the Ambassador had brought
with him from Tehréan, (Seg p. 375}, now suddenly circulated
among the Ser-bdzisy and induced numerous rusticks and
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others to offer their services; among these, a very tall, ineagre
and ill-made fellow presented himself one day and was
rejected by the prince, who said, “if we admit him into the
“ranks, two men must be employed in holding him up; he
“is not sufficiently strong to support a musket.” The poor
volunteer alinost wept; “try me, said he, two or three months;
it is better that I should perish by the enemy’s band, than
“die in consequence of this disgrace; see what I shall do in
“ the riiz-i-meiddn (sas jy,) or day of combat in the field.”
The prince replaced him in the ranks. ‘The Ambassador,
who had been present on this occasion, told us that another
man, soon after, expressed the utmost auxiety to be enrolled;
but such was his uncomnmon ugliness that the prince refused
to enlist him. 'T'he inan, humiliated and mortified, evinced
the most serious disappointment, and the Awmbassador ven-
tured to intercede for him. ¢ Ihs tace,” said he, *¢ will serve
“to terrify your Royal Highness’s enemies.” The prince
laughed and admitted him also.

Although a great part of Tabriz exhibited little more than
ruins, yet in some of the bazdrs there seemed to be a consi-
derable stir of business and industry. 1 remarked that the
doors of many houses were so low that a person even of mo-
derate heighth could not possibly enter without stooping
very much; and to others the sole inlet was by a descent of
three or four steps; they were thus contrived, as an inhabitant
informned me, to hinder insolent horsemen from intruding.
The houses 100, in general mean-looking structures with very
thick walls, were mostly low, and without any upper story;
the fall of which during the earthquakes, so frequent here,
would expose the tenants to additional danger. We heard
that about thirty years ago one of these dreadtul zelzelehs
(43;) or convulsions, (of which the effects were indeed still
visible), nearly destroyed the whole city, and caused the
death of eighty thousand people. From Major D’Arey I
learned that, ‘towards the north-east, at the foot of lofty
“ mountains, several hills of sulphur and arsenick were at that
““time thrown up; the sulphur being of a deep red colowr
“like ochre, evidently croeus martius or rust of iron, on the
“ pyrites of which the arsenick acting, caused the earthquake.”™
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It was said, that the French gentlemen, lately resident here,
acquired a bad name among the lower classes, having made
artificial earthquakes by burying under ground a composmon
of steel-filings and other mcrre(hents, \\iuch, after a certain
time, fermented and explnded with a violent concussion; on
this account, the old women of Tabréiz accused them of having
set the mountains on fire, and attributed to those experiments
the several shocks which bave alarmed them since the French
departed. On the twenty-third (of June), a little betore two
o’clock,.the Thermometer being at 60, a shight shock was felt
in most parts of the city but not, (as many persons declared)
in all; a high and sudden wind immediately preceded it. 1
happened to be in Major I)’Arey’s house, writing at a table,
which was perceptibly ,although momentarily, &hdkL‘ll but I
should scarcely bave suppuse(l that the tremour proceeded
from an earthquake, had not a servant hastily entered the
room and cautioned me against the ze/zeleh; whilst several
Persians, the Russians and others, ran out into an epen court,

the safest place on such occasions.  Some gentlemen of our
party informed me that shocks, equally slight and harmless,
occurred every month or sometimes more frequently. The
climate of this place is (,mim:ntlv, salubrious; but almostevery
day sudden gusts of wind fill the streets with clouds of sand.

From the nineteenth of June to the first of July, aCLmdmg
to my observations made on the spot, Fahrenheit’s Thermo-
meter rose on one day only (the twenty-seventh) so high as
75. Of the intcuse cold which prevails here during winter,
we heapd many anecdotes; one of our officers related that in
the year 1809, a poor man coniing from Fahsfinge, (the Bas-
midge or Faspinge before mt.nllont.d), unfortunately arrived
just as the pates ot Tabriz were closed, and could not induce
the uuards, by any entreaties, to let him enter; next morning
bis bod y was discovered frozen into a solid mass. Another
man, in the same year, had nearly reached the city about
night-tall, and might have entered, but he dropped acciden-
tally a load of charcoal and stopped to pick it up; at this
moment the gates were shut; in hopes of preserving vital
warmth, he killed his horse and plac.d himself within the
body, but was found next day frozen to death.
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Mr. Gordon, having received instructions from the.Ambas-
sador, set out on the twenty-sixth, with the counsellor, M.
I'reygang, for Teflis in Georgia; there to commence a diplo-
matick negociation which mwht terminate the war between
Russia and Persia. On the twenty -seventh 1 was honoured
by AsBa’s Mi’rza” with a present of two shawls and a piece
of rich silver brocade; and on the twenty-eighth, accompanied
the Ambassador and ABu’t Hassan Kua'n to a suimmer-
house, where the prince admitted us to an unceremonious
‘mdlence, during which he chatted above half an hour, with
much good humour and good sense ; he spoke of my intended
journey through Armenia and I'urkey, and delivered to the
Ambassador, letters for the Prince Regent, the prime minis-
ter, and the directors of the East India Company in London.
I saw this day at the house of an Buropean, two very inter-
esting temales; one, about fourteen years old, had been given
to him several months betore by the prince; her countenance
was extremely pleasing, and as a gift she was reckoned worth
more than eighty pounds, three suits of clothes being included
in the calculation. The other girl was also pretty, and did
not appear above twelve years of age; she had been lately
purchased for a friend of the European, and (with some arti-
¢les of dress) cost, as her proprietor himselt informed e,
nearly filty pounds. Her manners were as yet perfectly
childish; and at first she scemed disconcerted in the presence
of strangers, whilst the elder (with whomn she was now on a
visit) treated her with much kindness, assuming however all
the gravity of a matron |, Such are those girls whom the
Persians generally denommateGm;z( ~3) or éeoré,ians, they
are of Christian parents and chietly come from Georgia, Cir-
cassia and Armenia. 'They consider themselves in every
respect as the legitimate wives of those to whose lot they fall;
and although their inclinations are never consulted, nor do
they see their tuture companions until they appear in the
character ot hiusband, master or owner; yet it 1s said that

these young creatures behave almost invariably with fidelity
and affection.

On the twebty-ninth of June I passed some hours in ram-
bling through the streets and market places, and found, as oa
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former occasions (what I had often heard others mention),
that fewer insults are offered to a stranger at Tabriz than in
most of the great Persian cities; this may proceed from the
prince’s well-known attachment to Europeans, and the au-
thority with which he has invested several English officers.
I visited the place where, amidst crowds of people, two men
sitting on the ground were employed in coining felis (Luys)
or copper money, with very simple instruments, and appa-
rently with much ease; one man placed the unstamped piece
of metal on an iron die which he held, the broad or engraved
face being uppermost, thus ? I1is companion ho!ding the
other die over this, the engraved face being downwards, struck
on it violently with a hammer, and thus coined the felis most
expeditiously. These men shewed me some gold coins, (each
in value equal to five tdmdns, and very large, thick and hand-
some), that lately issued from the Tubriz mint; this has long
been considered as one of the bestin Persia; and I refer my
reader to the Appendix of Vol. 1I. (No. 9), for an account
of money coined here and elsewhere, by the present?nonarch,
Fareu Avt Sua’a.  This day, among several modern silver
coins, strung together and forming the necklace of a little
ragged child, I discovered two that appeared, atsome yards
distance, like ancient medals; and on examination, one proved
to be of Aradus, (a Pheenician island), with the word ArAaioN
in Greek letters. The othey was Sassanian with a Pahlavi
legend. The child’s mother, an Armenian, refused at first
to sell these coins; but on my offering more than twice their
intrinsick value, some men, who happened to be present,
(and one I believe was the woman’s husband), persuaded
her to take them off the string. My researches on preceding
days among the Sarrdfs or money changers, had produced
only a few silver medals of the Arsacidan or Parthian kings,
with the usual Greek legends, BASIAEY: BAMIAEON, &c. and
some Cifi coins of little value; besides one Roman, so admi-
rably gilt that had not the Sarrdf himself acknowledged it to
be only silver, 1 should have gladly purchased it as gold.
Of these coins and of several gems collected at Tabriz, some
are delineated in Plate LIX. of which an explanation is given

in the Appendix.
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Such was the unimportant result of my antiquarian glean-
ings in this city. Of ancient edifices, incribed -marbles, or
sculptured figures, I could not learn that the place itself, or
its immediate vicinity, contained any vestiges. Yet some
might reasonably have been expected in the capital of 4 zer-
bdigan or Media; if it reafty was the Tabris (or Gabris) men-
tioned by.Ptolemy(®*); a circumstance which D’Auville
(See his Geogr. Anc.) seems to think most probable, and Sir
William Jones does not doubt in the slightest degree(*).
We find, however, that Strabo, who flourished one hundred
and fiftv or sixty years before Ptolemy, calls the sumwmer
residence of the Median princes, Gaza, Basceov 8 avrous Sepivor psy
ev wedw dpvpevor Tata. 1db. xi), and in the third century a:ter
Ptolemy (or the fifth from Christ), the chiet’ eity of Media
was denominated Ganzaca by the Armenian writer, Moses of
Chorene(®); and within a short time after, Gazaca, by Ste-
phen of Byzantium, «TAZAKA, wohs peyiorn rne Mydas”  That
Tabriz was the ancient Ecbatana(®®), noticed in the books of
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(*) The name in Ptolemy’s Geography is, it must be acknowledged, Gabris, ['aflpus;
but in Greek manuscripts the capital gamma I' and tgu T are easily confounded; as
Sir Thomas Herbert, Chardin, D'Anville and other ingenious writers have remarked
on the subject of this very word. It occurs twice in Piolemy’s sixth hook (ch. 2),
but with different degrees of longitude and latitude; the first Gabris he places in long.
83, and lat. 41-15; the second in long. 87-40, and lat. 40-20. ity position, according
to the Eastern geographers, shall be noticed in the course of this rhapter. .

(3) “That the capital of 4zarbagjan is now called Tabriz | know from the mouth of
g person born in that city, as well as (rom other franians; and that it was so called
¢ sixteen hundred years ugo, we all know from the geography of ' tolemy ” Jones on
the orthography of Asiutick words; (Asiat. Researches), See also his gescription of
Asia, prefixed to the life of NA’'DIR $34’H. But [ quote with preference, though all
are excellent, the works which he composed in the maturity of his judgment, and after
be hud conversed, at Caulcutiu,with Asiaticks of various natiows, lunguages and religions.

(*) Media, he says, comprises muany cities; “in quibus est Ganzaca urbs regia,”
according to the version of W, aud G. Whiston, p. 964,

(**1 ExBarara, used in the plural; or AyBarava according to Ctesius and Demetrius,
as quoted by Stephanus Byzantius, (de Urbib.; and this form is adopted in the Hebrew
version of “obit ‘chap. vy, where the ity of Ragesis described as sityale snong hills,
and Agbaten in the plain; 7TV DININ Y NI YY), That passage in the bhg

wof Ezra «h. VI, v. 2), which ouwr Eunglish Bible renders “and there was tound at
*“ Achmetha in 1he palace that i3 in the province of the Medes, n roll,” &c is thus ex~
pressed by the Septungin’, xal cvpr 3n ev wohet ev ry Baper kepakes pla, nd in the Hebrew
or rather Chaldaick, ITTT MO RAYT TR YT NI RADIIND MM Y, thus
tcunslated by Montanus ; “Et inventum st in scrindo scripturarsm in pulatio quod in,
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Esdras, Tobit and J udith,and by Herodotus, Polybius, Diodo-
rus Siculus, Strabo, Josephus and many others, some learned
and ingenious men have been induced to believe, and such
is the avowed opinion of Chardin, whose various excellencies
have, long since, deservedly Eiaced him 1n the highest rank
of European travellers(®®). But he is not infallible on the
subject of antiquities; and 1 an as unwilling to tnagine, with
him, that Ecbatana (of which, Hamadan seems the true repre-
sentative), once occupied the present site of Tabriz, as that
certain medals found not far from this city and said to bear the
word Dakianous in a Greek legend, could, as he thought
possible, have any reference to Darius(*). Although ruins
of a certain description may be considered as sufficient proofs
of existence in remote ages, yet it would be unjust to infer,
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Madsi provincia, volumen unum.” ‘The learned Castel, accordingly explaine NJVIITR
Achmetha, as an ark, coffer or desk, for the preservation of royal records; snd he adds,
* Noonulli de urhe Hamath aut Ecbatanis interpretantur,” (Lexicon Heptaglotton in
‘voce). The valgzate renders this word by Ecbatanis, and on examinatién of the apo«
chyphal books which mention this city, and of Josephus aund other writers, 1 believe
correctly.

(*) *“Enfin c’est une confusion etrange que la multitude d'opinions qu'on a evés I
“ dessus. La plus raisonnable, a mon avis, est celle de Molet, &c. Savoir, que Tauris
“ est 'ancienne et la fameuse Ecbatane dont il est fort parlé dans l'ecriture sainte et
*dans les anciennes histoires de I'Asie.” Voyages, Tome 11, p. 324; Rouen, 1723,

(*") ¢ Ce Seigneur (MIRZA'TAHER) m'a assuré qu'il y a au trésor du Roi a Ispahan,
¢ des medailles, &c.—et qu’il en avoit remarqué avec des figures et des inscriptions
“ Grecques, dont il se souvenoit, que le mot etoit Dakianous. 1) me demanda si je
“ gavois qui Etoit ce Dakianous; je lui dis que je ne connoissois point ce nom la, mais
“ que ce pourroit bien &tre celui de Darius.” Voyages, Tome H. p. 326; (Rouen, 1723).
A Persian $Seigneur,” capable of deciphering Greek inscriptions on medals or gems,
would certainly be at present, (and was, most f-rnbshl_y, in Chardin’s time), as great a
curiosity us any of the antigues themselves. It is vaiu to inquire through what channel
he discovered the name Dakianous; but so the Arabian writers generally style Decius,
the Roman Emperor, who, in the third century so cruelly persecuted his Christian
subjects, that several young men of Ephesus concenled themselves in a cavern, where
they were miraculously preserved during a sound sleep of nearly two hundred, or as
some say, above three hundred years; awaking from which, as from the slumber of a
few hours, they sent oue of their party into the town with u coin of Decius, to purchase
breud; this coin, being no longer current, led to the discovery of their retreat, and the
miracle was established among Christians and soon after adopted by Muhammedans,

The story of those ..A.Gi ema! or * companions of the cave,” we find noticed in the
Kordn (chap. 18); and TABRI informs us that the money of Dekidnus (wyuf!)

which they sent for bread, was a direm ( )d) or filver ~oin, much larger in size thag
the direms currentat the period when they awoke,
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from the want of such evidence, that Tabriz was not the place
to which Ptolemy alludes; for time, earthquakes and the
hands of barbarians, may have destroyed many noble monu-
ments of former days. Il seems, however, remarkable that
no Greek or Roman auther besides Ptolemy has noticed the
name of Tabriz; also that it is not mentioned by those whom
we may call old writers, Aasim of Ciéfuhk, TaBr1 and Fig-
pavusI, although they furnish much interesting geographical
information ; and that the Persians, very ready in general to
claim for their favourite cities the honour of an ancient origin,
do not pretend to trace the foundation of this capital beyond
the eighth century of our era, at least under its name of Tabriz;
for, according to one account, it was formerly calied 4 zer-
badegdn or Aderbbdegin, from a celebrated Fire-temple,
which not only imparted this denomination to the place
where it stood, but to the whole province ; and this nane has
been altered into Azerbaigan, and, by those who affeet to write
after the ,Arabian manner, into Azerbajan(*). I must not
here suppress, although it scems unworthy of serious atten-
tion, an etymology offered for this name from a foreigu lan-
guage, and wholly rejecting any allusion to the Fire-temple
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) Azer ( J.':\] and A'der ( )-J‘), as we learn from the dictivnary Burkin Kdtea;
signify the same as 4tesh (U551) v fire.” A'zerdbid oL1,31) or the “abode of fire,”
uu.l 7 v
is the Fire-teniple of Tabs iz l):'_,ﬁ JM‘), dtesk kadeh i Tabriz; also ¢ the mnne.of
‘‘the city of Tubriz," (Luad rbﬁ)ﬁ P ‘-U ,)- Azeribidegin (wKJ\g‘)J‘)
i

bas the sume meaning, “and i Tabriz were many Fire temples, the city was called
"A':rrébﬂ_drgrin on that acconnt.” Azerbidegin ( 2 l{de.jl without al’f before the
ba), sigmibies both the Fire-temple and city of Tabriz; as the place where Fire was,
in -a particular manner, suarded or preserved; for bidegin is here equivalent to
833)'0 &G or adla or o &lja, w keeper, guardian or treasurer; and A'zer or A'der, as
we Lave seen, is Fire  A'zerbiigin (ut(:’-b)"’n’ by the Arabs written A‘zerbdifan
(utgzt_ydn, is of the same signification; also ((....«-.b rb '_}, 1) the name of that
proviace m which the city of Tabriz is situate, (See Bur'h. Kat. ) gnme have discavered
a resemblance between the Persian word A'zerbdigdn or A'derbiigdn, and the Greek
name o1 this conntry, Atropatia or Atropatena, wgich Straho derives from Atropatus,
a chief who saved it from becoming subject o the Macedonians, T'ovvopa 8 exer agw

v Arporarov nyepevos, &c. (Lib. XI).  Atropatus might easily have been formed from
the Persian Aderabid, which, as above explained, means the * abode of fire;” but this
1s rather a local than a personal name; and 1 suspect that the country was so called (with

or without the syllable gdn uK) » long before fhe time of Atropatus or of Alexander,
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above mentioned(*). EBn~x Hauvkar, who travelled in the
tenth century, speaks of Tabriz but incidentally, merely
enuinerating it among several towns of little note, or stating
its distance from others; according to the printed translation
of his work, (Or. Geogr. pp. 157, 164), and in the Manuscript
(Sir al beldan) he adds, that Deir-i- Kherkan, K hii, Selnds,
Marand and Tabriz, (1 omit some names indistinctly written),
“arve all small and in lttleness equal one to another™ (%),
Three centuries after, Zacania Cazvi'nit describes Tubriz
as a ‘‘city strongly fortified, and the capital of Azerbijan.
““ It has so happened,” says he, “that until the present tune,
“(the thirteenth century alter Christ), Tabriz is the ounly
“ town of this province which, accordimg to report, the 'T'urks
¢ have not possessed”(®'); a circumstance which he in some
measure attitbutes to the fluence of those celestial signs,
(the Scorpion and Mars), under which the city had been
founded.. From Hawmpavran Cazvi’'ni, (who during the
fourteenth century composed so long a description of  this
place that I must here endeavour to content my réaders with
an outline of it and a few extracts), we learn that Mardghah
had been, at a former period, the capital ot Azerbaijén; but
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(*) It is related that the ancient Moghul conqueror OGHU'z or Au'GHU'zZ ()',éj‘)
a very uncertain and half fabulous personuge, by some supposed contemporary with the
Persian king JEMS111'D), having subdued Media, was so much pleased with the fine

plaius and meadows of Aijin (L')1"':"'3‘ )‘)"éf' 3 1}“) that he commanded the soldiers

to bring each in his skirt, a certain quantity of (Sls-) clav or earth, and to deposit it
on this spot; he humself performing the same task; thus a8 considerable heap

( MNas .a"»‘:u') was formed, and called Azer§digin, * for dzer ()-.‘ﬂ) in the Turki (or
«« Tatdr ) dinlect signifies high or lofty, and bdig dn, persons of great rank and power,”
"z ‘e 3 1 J - L | A
w‘*“*@‘- 3 u‘g.zﬂ e _u"‘:.’.&! 3 bl et 95,.’ (L3N8 )J‘ do .
(.Burhain Kdtea in voce L‘JK!'L-’JJ‘)' It seems to me probable that Qeuu’'z or Avu'-
GHU'Z KHA'N (as he is generaliy styled), and the clay furnished by each of his soldiers,
have been by some mistake confounded with Gua'za’N KHA'N and the stones brought

by each of his oflicers, according to the tradition noticed in p. 396.

. A ey . . .. (60
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(MS. Stir al beldd, fourth climate A NS ) Saie & il
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that in his time the chief city was Tabriz(°*), which he places
in the fourth climate, and 1n longitude, (from the fortunate
islands), 82-0; and latitude 38-0, from the equinoctial
line(®; “ZuseiveH Kua’tu'n, the wite of Ha’ru'N aR’-
«“pasH1'D, founded it in the 175th year of the Hejrah” (%),
(or of the Christian era 791), and 1t was twice overthrown by
earthquakes within three centuries, and twice rebuilt, as
Chardin and D’Herbel6t have more fully recorded in their
accounts,compiled, probably, froin HaMpaLuan, whose MS.
Persian work is now before me(®).  But he proceeds to state
some particulars which they have omitted. *The ramnparts of
“ Tabriz,” he informs us, “inclosed a territory six thousand
“ paces in circumference; the gates were ten, and called, the
« gate of Rai; of Kelaa (or the castle); of Sinjaran; of Tdk ;
s of Varjiz; of Sé Shéh (or the thirty Kings); the gate of Mdr-
““ midn ; of Nubereh, and of Maukeleh. But when in thetime
« of the Moghuls, this city became the capital, multitudes
“of people assembled there, and constructed habitations on
¢ the outside, in such numbers that about each gateway there
“ were more than in the original town, and the population
« both within and without, amounted to the highest degree,
¢« when GHA'za’N Kua’'n undertook to draw a line.of ram-
¢ parts around the whole place; so as to comprehend all the
¢ gardens and edifices, with the villages of Valian K#h and
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He probably alludes 1o the thirteenth century when 110LA'CU" KHA'N resided princi-
pally at Mardghah.

¢ Ikl b 5 50 9 2 i wlolll e 5V (b, Wefind the same
posilqu gai;;ned to Tabriz in tlletllbh's of Nass:-.u}:[f’mn fu'st and of ULuGH
BEeig. See ** Hudson's Minor Geographers,” Vol 11, pp 98 and 130.

588 Al g s g e dhas )0 o la anb ] o e oKl 7l iy ()
1v'is not improbable, however, that an ancient city, by whatever name 1t was called,
may have occupied the spot on which Queen ZuBrtpau erected Tabriz; for it has
been aiready shown iu the course of these volumes, and might be still further proved,
that by Persian writers the construction of a city from the ruins of one totally falle
to decay, (a new name being generully imposed), bas sometimes been vagucly described
us the original foundation,

(*) See Chardin, Voyages, &c. Tome 1I, p326; Rouen, 1728, D'Herbelot, Bib-
liotheque Orientale, Tabriz,
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¢ Sinjardn. In consequence, however, of his death, the work
““ has remained incomplete; and the circumference of this
““ wall, called, (after its founder), Gna’za’N1’, amounts to
¢“twenty-five thousand paces, and in it are six gates, distin-
““ guished by the names of A#jan, Marshervan, (or Hatsher-
““van), Sardrid, Shim, Serirud and Tabriz”(*®). He then
notices the sumpluous Maged Jamea. or cathedral, erected
by the Vazir. Ta’s ap'pD1’N Al Sua'w of Tabriz, outside the
mahalleh (das) (0r parish) called Shdamian (oals). Of this
building, as he says, a tull description would require many
tongues, (sl bws Sl L) 24 4)5 it exceeded inits dimensions
the celebratea Awan-t hesra (g ), (or palace of Kuus-
RAU), at Madaien; and was ornamcuted with much sang-
t=marmar (e Sow) or marble; but having been hastly
constructed, it very soon fell to the ground.  *“ And there are
“Cat present,” continues HaAMDA LLA 1, *“ as many stately edifi-
“ ces in Tabriz and its two suburbs, as in all Irdn o1 Persia
““besides. 'TI'he city is watered by the river Maehran-rid
““which flows from Mount Suhend ; and above nine hundred .
“ subterraneous channels oraqueducts, formed at the expense
“of wealthy individuals, contribute to the irrigation of their -
“ gardens, and yet are not sufficient”(*). The climate is cold,
he informs us, and the water of the river, is preferable to that
which the drains or aqueducts convey; and these furnish
* better than the wells; which, in (that quarter properly called)
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Tabréz, it is necessary to sink about thirty gez; in another
(Shdm) only two; and in one, (the Rabia Rashidi), above
seventy gaz, before water can be obtained(®). (The gaz,it may
be proper to repeat here, is a measure comprehending forty
English inches). Our author next celebrates the variety,
excellence and cheapness of the grain, fruits and other pro-
ductions of Tabriz; also the fair complexions and beauty of
its inhabitants, condemning at the same tune their pride and
arrogance; on the subject of their faults and virtues he quotes.
some epigrammatical tetrastichs; of which two appear to
thave been composed by himself.  He afterwards enumerates
several Mubammedan saints, whose tombs have consecrated
differcnt spots in the vicinity of this place; but I shall not
annoy Iny reader by copying such a list; although the prin-
cipal poets buried at or ncar Tabriz may be here mentioned ;
these are ANVERL (_sy!), whom he entitles Malek ay’shaara
(4etdl <Se) or “ king of the poets;” KHA'KA‘NI (FE); Zo-
HEI'R AD DI'N Fa’rra’nr (46 oot )5 SaaMs D DI'N
SEJA'STI (Aaale= gl Guet) and Ferepki SHIRvVA'NI( J'ya L),
He then describes the seven Néhiet (o) or districts which
constitute the territory of Tabriz; they are called the ¢ Nahiet
“of Mahrin-rid (s, Ng), of Sardrid (3y,9w), of Vandaher
“ (jpasy) Or Sdiel rid (&, J\), of Ardanek ((359)), of Rudekdd
¢ (bay)), Of Khanemrid (s,.\s) and of Badusetan” (. \Uuyn);
and he closes his account by stating the distance of Tubriz
from other places in Azerbdiydn. This statement I have
subjoined, according to the best copy of HamparLrLan’s
Geography in iy collection; but must remark that the other
three manuscripts differ cousiderably in some of the mea-
surements, and that there is not one, probably, accurate in
all(®®). The MS. Ajdieb al Gherdieb describes Tabriz as a city
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(*) From Tabriz (NJ) to Afjin (| \>-y1) 8 farsangs; to A'rdebil (Jpno,1) 35 i
Ashwisich (45320) 35; to A'rmiak or Ormiah (&xe)}) 35; 10 dbber (') 14; 10
Bishgin or Pishitn (oK) 18; to Khi (qs950) 265 10 Selmia (ulad) 18; to
Hhars (j ) 25; to Serdh (312) 26; to Marighah (4i'e) 26; 10 Deh § Khwbrkin
(Y)\9%20) 8; to Marand (3ipe) 11; 10 Nakbiuphn ( + &) 24.
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of the fourth climate, and founded by ZuBE1DER the wife
of HA'ru’N AR’RASHI’D, since the introduction of Islam or
the Mubammedan religion. * The air is so excellent,” adds
this Manuscript, ‘that any sick person brought thither,
““ recovers his health ; and on this account the place has been
“denominated Tab-riz, or fever-dispelling(®). It isalso said,
“ that certain springs of warm water in the neighbourhood
“ of this city contribute to the cure of invalids”("). AuMED
AMm1'N Ra‘zi, author of the MS. Haft Aklim, although
copious in his biographical notices of the poets whom Tabréz
produced, has not added to our stock of information concern-.
ing the city itself; which, however, he describes as * the most:
¢t considerable not only of Azerbijdn, but even of Irén or
“* Persia”("). Respecting the moral character of those who at
different times in abite§ Tabriz, as on the subject of this
city’s naine, (always supposed to be a compound of the words
tab (_s) and réz (), as before mentioned), there are several
witty epigrams besides the verses to which I have alluded in
an extract from HaMpaLLAN’s geography. '
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(™ From tab ., (or, according to the Turkish provunciation, teb), fever, and

riz 3 »» (participle of rikhten . i) 'j» to scatter, pour out, disperse, &c). This
obvious derivation, which Chardin, Sir William Jones and ethers have noticed, is ¢con-
firmed by a rare Manuscript now before me, the Dilstiz ndmeh, wherein the following
line rhymes to the name Tabriz, ;) ) r QU g e S\ & “a city) of which
the earth is amBer and the air * fever-dispetling” (tab-riz). The author, it may be
here remarked, was a native of the place which he thus cel-brates.
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(MS. Haft Aklim, clim. 1V),



CHAPTER XIX.

Journey from Tabriz to Constantinople.

AVING received the Government despatches, and a
variety of letters from the Ambassador, 1 took leave of

my friends in Tabriz on the first of July, (1812), and soon
after nine o’clock at night, set out from Major D’Arcy’s
house; rode through the streets for above a mile, then entered
the plain and passed by many gardens. On thejourney thus
begun, my party consisted of Mr. Price, who had for some
time desired to revisit England; Kerprra't Husein Kua's
(W& s gWf), appointed by the prince to attend me in
quahity of Mehmdnddr, as far as the Persian frontiers;
"MusTtaFa, a Tatér or Turkish courier, who,above two months
before, had arived from Constantinople; several armed men
under the Mehmdndar’s command ; our servants; a chirndddr
(\Yy\>) or conductor of the baggage-horses and mules, with
two or three assistants; the Ambassador’s English groom;
two Persian jiliddrs (Jojs or head grooms), and two mehters
%‘i« or inferior Iﬁrm}ma), haviog in their charge the beautiful
orses sent, with various acticles before inentioned (p. 372),
as presents from FaATen ALz SHa'H to the Prince Regent of
England. These Persian grooms rode on y4bis (»\,) or horses
of a common breed and little value, and led the nobler steeds,
whose great activity, strength and fiery spirit, rendered the
management of them a task always difficult and, not unfre-
quently, dangerous. Our private baggage with the royal
resents and despatches intrusted to my care, constituted tgp
oads, and a guide was procured to accompany us during
the first stage from Tabriz. The night proved very cloudy;
there were several showers of rain, with much lightning ; and
after a ride of eight or nine miles'on the plain it was dis-
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covered that we had lost our way; the guide, (a native of
Marand (s3,), having in the dark, (as often happens on noc-
turnal excursions), ran away or * escaped,” (& &S gurikhteh
shud) according to the Persian phrase. We proceeded,
however, whilst the Mehmdnddr indulged in projects of future
vengeance against our faithless guide; whose ears or nose,
he swore, should suffer from the knife. This poor rustick, I
had reason to believe, was not a voluntary companion; those -
who have probably received, or expect blows, instead of
mouney, will not be very ready to offer their services.

About sunrise, (on the second), having wandered seven or
eight miles in a wrong direction, we fortunately met several
hundred svldiers, going in bodies of twenty or thirty to join
the prince’s army at Tabriz; they shewed us the right path,
and behaved with much civility and respect; most of them
were handsome and well-formed young men; some carried
muskets and bayonets bearing the stamp of English manu-
facture, and they saluted usin the European style. A horse-
man was sent torward to announce our approach, and the
chiet Ked khudé (\ss-55) or householder of Sufiaének, with many
of the inhabitants came about half a mile to meet and wel-
come us. As we passed by a field of corn which some men
were cutting, one held up in his hand as much of a sheaf as
he could grasp, and offered it to me in a manner not by any
means ungraceful. The same symbol of hospitality was fre-
quently extended towards us during the course of our sub-
sequent journey through Armenia and Turkey. About six
o’clock m the morning, we alighted at S#fianeh (&) or
Sifidn('), a pretty village with many trees and flounshing

rdens. It contained, as the people informed me, one

undred aud fitty houses or families; and here we enjoyed.
the lusury afforded by cool and excellent water; the more
grateful, as soon after midway, the air became almost intol-
erably hot. Stfidneh is distant from Tabriz twenty-four or
perhaps twenty-five miles; the intermediate country being
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) wl‘,i,.., as written in the MS. Nuzhat al Culib, which merely enumerates it

smong the thirty villages belonging to Ardanek ((539,!), the fourth ndhiet (argol)
or territory of ;M ' '
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flat and the road generally good’; but we found it necessary
at least thirty times to ride across a river and different cuts
or drains-of water. In the room allotted to me, and well-
furnished with a .carpet and nammeds, some swallows had
domesticated themselvesand established their nests on a beam
of the low ceiling. When 1 admired their tameness and
confident familiazity, the honest ked khudé assured me that the
tenants of a palace as of a cottage were bappy in giving shel-
ter to these birds; and considered the person, beneath whose
roof they sought it, as favoured with an auspicious owmen.
This circumstance confirtns an observation which 1 made at
the Tukht-i-Cajar or prince’s villa near Shirdz, We remained
at Stfidneh during the second of July, and 1 suffered ex-
tremely .all :night from the sultry weather and the multipii-
city of gnats and fleas. ' )

On the third we mounted at three o’clock in the morning,
:and ‘progeeded along a good road, crossing some hills and
many rivuléts; at the ninth or tenth mile we passed a large
caravansera, once a handsome structure of brick, now falling
to decay ; this stood on the right of our road, and was culled
the Caravansera-i-Yam; near it were some arches and ruined
walls of another edifice. One mile farther we saw about
two hundred tents, the summer camp of a serbdzt regiment ;
this name, vauntingly adopted by some of the Peisian troops,
I have explained in p. 405. The ample and fertile plain of
Marand (i) appeared thickly speckled with villages and
trees; with gardens and fields in a state of high culuvation.
We descended into it fronrlofty hills, down the side$ of which
flowed many little murmuring streams; these, combined at
certain seasons, form a considerable river. Marand, with
its castle, situate on a tapeh or rising ground, presents a very
pleasing view. We were received within'two miles of it, by
the governor’s son, and twenty or thirty attendants(®). We
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(*) The young man rode a fiery and vicious horse which several times threw &

hole party into great confusion; and at Jast kicked a pedestrisn so violently on

is leg that the poor man fainted ; when 1 expressed my belief that the bone must
have been broken, the governar's sou very coolly replied, * biki nist, cib nedéred,”
(LI e i | SU) a common Persian phrase signifying * there i nothing
*“10 be appre ended, no” barm done, it is a matter of no consequenice,” &c.
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soon after rode through a cemetery of great extent, in which
were three figures of rams, cut rudely in stone and larger
than the natural size ; the horns, much curled, served, almost
solely, to distinguish these rams from the lions that guard
some Persian burial-places, (See Vol. L. p. 271). We arrived
at Marand soon after eight o’clock, having travelled about
twenty or twenty-one miles. I was lodged in a good house,
to which appertained a well-stocked garden, abounding with
grapes and other fruits; but the heat proved intense, and the
gnats were so numerous and their stings so keen, that they’
deprived me of rest during the whole day, although I had
not enjoyed any the night before; and my Persian, Turkish
and Armenian companions, for we were a motley crew,
became objects of my envy, since, stretching themselves on
the floor of a room or on the bare earth, they seemed to
possess the power of commanding sleep, at any moment of
the twenty-four hours. Marand exceeded in beauty most
Eastern villages that I had seen. It was once a cgnsiderable
town according to appearances and local tradition, which
the evidence of Chardin confirms, as he says that it con-
tained (in the year 1673), no fewer than two thousand five
hundred houses. “ It has been supposcd,” adds he, that this
was the Mandagara of Ptolemy (Voyage, Tome, 11. p. 314);
but Chardin might have perceived that both in name and
position, the Morunda of this Geographer agrecs better with
the modern Marand(®); and of their identity D’Anville does
not entertain any doubt (Geograph. Anc.) Marand (s,4) is
but slightly noticed by Een Havkav; he merely informs us
that it1s distant from Tabriz a pourney of two days, and as
much from Seimds, (Orient. Geogr. pp. 157, 164). By
HampaLrau, however, it is more ?ully described, as situate

-
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(*) Ptolemy (Lib. VI. ch. 2,) places Mandagara in Long. 87-45 Lat. 39-30

Bﬂt M;m'dﬂin TS S saerBestrnaRB Ra s RN RERS 81-20 4"30
Marand, according to observations quoted by Char-

diﬂ him‘e‘f,il il] I FE RN TR N B SasanesdpnEBarEN } 8"'5 31‘50
According to Nasst® oAb pI'NTp’si& ULvon Bele 30-45 87-50
According tOHJ\IlDlLLAH @ AP Bass RABPSRP BRE AN 81"“5 30-]9
And according to the MS. Takwim of SA'DEK IsFA- 81-15 37.50
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A comparison ef these statements will%sufficiently prove that Marand is the Morunds
of Ptolemy.
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in long. 81-45; and lat. 36-19. It was once, he says, ‘“a city
of great size, and the circumference of its walls amounted to
eight thousand paces; one half of it, more or less, still remained
(in the fourteenth century). The climate here is temperate, .
and the place is watered by the river Zalvir (4;). It pro-
duces wheat and different kinds of grain; cotton, grapes and
other fruits, among which the peaches, apricots and quinces.
are most excellent. The territory dependent on it compre-
hends sixty villages, is of good soil, he adds, and yields an am-
plerevenue.” Iheard much of ancient medalsdiscovered near
Marand. but could not obtain any ; several of the inhabitants.
seemed to believe that considerable treasures had been depo-
sited under ground in the vicinity of this place, and a respec-
table man assured me that within a few weeks many pieces
of gold and silver coin had been found here under some old
walls, by labourers employed in digging, who sold them
shortly after to a Sarrdf or money-changer ot Iravdn, whose
name he jmentioned, and from whom I resolved to imake
inquiries concerning them. We were profusely supplied at
Marand with fowls, milk, butter, eggs and bread;. besides
fruits of various kinds; and I anticipated the comforts of
several hours sound repose (having passed two nights and
days without sleep), when the Mehméndar informed me, soon
a ter sunset, that it would be necessary for us to proceed
almost immediately on our way,as he understood that between
Marand and Gargar, there was not any manzil where we could
find shelter from the heat; that the intermediate distance was
very great, and that we could scarcely reach our stage before
the sun should have risen to a considerable height.” We set
off, accordingly, about ten o’clock at night, (having neglected
to visit & spot said to contain the bones of Noah, his mother,
or wite); but had not advanced inore than six miles, by ‘a
faint starlight, when our chdrwddar reported that one of the
baggage-horses was lost; and he imprecated a thousand
curses got only on the progenitors of the unfortunate horse,
but on the wothers, sisters, wives and daughters, of thogg
thieves into whose hands he had fallen; in these imprecations
all the Persians united their voices; meanwhile it relieved.
me from much anxiety to ascertain that the absent load con-
sisted only of some private packages; and was not, as I had.
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feared, any portion of the royal presents. Horsemen were
sent off in different directions, but their search proved vain;
and after an hour’s halt T proceeded with the main body of
our party, whilst HusEix Kna’~ and two servants gallopped
back towards Marand. About the nineteenth mile we passed
a ruined caravansera; and at ten o’clock on the fourth (of
July), after a most unpleasant ride of about forty miles, over
a bleak and barren desert, some high hills and deep river-
beds between them, we alighted at Gargar ($f), both men
and horses nearly exhausted from fatigue und excessive heat.

Here we remained some time exposed to a burning sun, as
it was found that the people could not, or rather would not,
receive so many guesls; but they directed us o two sinall
villages, one called Alemdair (\aa), the other Ludnjén (s )\y),
each within the distance of three miles. To these places
several of our party were detached; for though I knew, and
assured the inhabitants, that Gargar was assigned tor our
manzil of this day, yetas Husgin Kaa'n had inTis possess=
ion the prince’s rakm (,3,) or written order, respecting the
stages of our journey, I could not reasonably, nor legitim-
ately, until his arrival from Marand, attempt to enforce
quarters or accommmodation. After an hour’s halt and vain
remonstrance, I resolved to seek shelter in one of those vil-
lages above mentioned ; we most reluctantly mounted our
weary horses, and slowly proceeded about one mile (which
seemed equal to a league), when some of the men who had
gone forwards met us, and declared that the people of Lidr-
Jan were still more inhospitable, than those of Gargar; for
they had insulted and beaten one groom, and obliged another
to produce his pistol (as he said) in his own defence. On
this report I turned back towards Gargar, alighted and seated
myself under the shade of a garden wall; here, after halt an
hour, one of the chiet householders came to apologize for
what had happened; ascribed it to a mistake. and added that
a room was ready for my reception in his own house, and
that quarters and retreshments should be immediately pro-
vided for all the party. At five o’clock, Husein Kna‘n,
the Mehmdndér, arrived, and fourfd u- comfortably settled
and enjoying profound repose. The horse which he went to
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seek had wandered into the field of some poor man, who
very honestly delivered it with its load, to the Buzurg ()
or chief person of Marand, and at his house it continued
until claimed by the Mehmdndar, whose violent exertions
during many hours of the sun’s greatest heat, produced a-
considerable degree of fever. Gargar appears to have for-
merly been more considerable than at present; it is thus
noticed among the towns of A4’zerbaijdn by HamparLLan;
“ Gargarn, its products are wheat and cotton, grapes and a
“sufficiency of other fruits. Near this place Z1a’ aL MvLk
“ of Nakhjewdn erected a bridge over the river Arus (or
“ Araxes), a work of great size and excellent construction”(#),.

Early on the fifth we prepared to set out; I previously
inquired after the health of Huse1x Kaa’n; he had slept on
the flat roof of a high house, and was sitting, ready. booted,
in the same place, surrounded by his servants and many vil-
lagers, cancluding a very summary trial of those: men who
treated us with such inhospitality on the preceding day.. The
culpritshad been represented to me as young, tall and active;
but those now standing before the Mehmdnddr were old and
feeble; one he had already flogged, being himself the judge
and executioner; another sefid rish or white bearded peasant
was undergoing an examination, his hands tied behind -him
with arope. As ithad often happened on similar occasions,
that the poorest, oldest, or :neanest, and not the most guilt
suffered, I interceded for this man and he was released. W)c;
then proceeded seven or eight miles from Gargar, and at half
past six o’clock alighted on ite banks of the Réd-i-Aras(®),
or celebrated river Araxes, which here divides Media from
Armenia. A keshiin (43) or regiment of Persian foot-soldiers.
had unluckily arrived at this spot an hour before, and com-
pletely occupied the only ferry-boat: their commander having
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just gone over with fifty or sixty men, and encamped on the
Armenian side, where we saw him seated in lazy stale, smoking
a kaledn at the door of his splendid tent. Iede.mwhlle, the
sun glowed with intense heat and dazzling glare; the bank or
strand on which we stood afforded not the smallest shade,
and 1 became extremely desirous of passing the river and
proceeding on my journey ; but when the boat returned from
the other side so many Persian soldiers rushed into it that
my efforts to procure room were vain. I applied in this
dmtress to an officer, but all that could be effectéd by the
exertion of his authority, was a place for one person; and as
I had resolved not to leave behind me the Prince Regent’s

horses, nor the royal presents, it was decmed adviseable that
Huskin Kua’'n, availing himself of this opportunity, should
go over to the general, and obtain an m‘dt’l for our passage.
T'his was accordingly done, Hustin Kna’'n returned with the
order; yet five hours had elapsed betore the impatient sol-
diers would allow the horses and baggage to be ferried across.
During this interval I was inuch amused, notwithstanding the
excessive heat, in observing those extraordinary groups that
all around me covered the strand ; several men had deposited
their muskets together, and slept beside them, basking in the
fullest sunshine; others entertained a few comrades with
songs, and some related the wonderful exploits of ancient
heroes; told fairy tales, or ludicrous anecdotes, whilst many
boasted of thcir own warlike feats, or amorous adventures,
digressing, but too frequently, into circumstances that be-
spoke dep:avm the wost disgusting. 1 delineated also,during
this tedious halt, the unwieldy*ferry-boat on its passage,

comprchending in the sketch (See Pl LXXV), a sollttu‘y
guard house, the commander’s tent, and distant mountains
at the Armenian side. The boat was most clumsiiy con-
structed of thick planks, between which the water enteredin
scveral parts; its plan may be described thus <=, and secn
in profile, it appeared as in the Miscellaneous Plate, (Fig. 31).

It was, however, capacious, and sufficiently ddaptcd from
strength to the purpose of a ferry on the Araxes, so impe-
tuous in its current, so liable to violgnt floods, and here sixty
or perhaps eighty yards bread. Of this noble riveg the first
view excited in my mihd the recollcction of two or #ree lincs
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from Virgil and Statius, which with many other classical quo-
tations may be found appended to the name Arazes, in various
works of lexicographical compilation(®). The stream here
runs in an Easterly direction towards A‘rdabdd (sAye)), (a
town distant from this terry five or six farsangs), having de-
scended in its progress from the North West.  Yet by some
extraordinary errour pervading every copy of the Nuzhat al
Culub which I have been able to consult, it 1 described as
running in a very different course. That work, according to
my best manuscript, informs us, that  the river Aras flows
“from South to North. It rises in the mountains of Kal
¢¢ Keldn and Arzen ar'rim (or Arzerém ), passes through the
“regions of Armen or Armenia, Azcrbaijan and Arran; and
 having united its stream with the Kur (or Cyrus) and the
““ Kard st (or black water) in the province of Gushtsafi("),
¢ falls into the sea of Khozar (or the Caspian). It highly
‘¢ promotes, by irrigation, the agriculture of those countries
*  through_which itruns. In length its courseis equal to one
“ hundred and fifty farsangs”(®*). With more accuracy res-
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(*) Such as the ** Dictionarium Historicum, Geographicum, Poeticum,” &o. * Au-
“thore Carolo Stephano,” 2to, Genevae, 1650  The same work, with numerous and
valuable additions, by Nicholas Lloyd, folio, Oxon. 1670 ; aud the * Lexicon Univer-
“ sale,” (Lugd. Bat, 1898), of the indefatigable and voluminous Hofmann; who has nut,
however, respecting the Araxes, added much to the information given by his prede.
cessors above mentioned, :

(") The countries and rivers mentioned in this extract are particularly described in
a geographical work, which some years ago [ had nearly prepared for publication.
Here it may be observed councerning Gushtasf, thut in the fourteenth ceutury its inha-
bitants appesr to have used the Pahlavi language,
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It is added on the authority of the 4jaied al Makhltikat, that any person who ha- pussed
through this river in such @ manner that the lower part of his budy wus under wate
may relieve a Eregnmt woman from the daugers of a difficalt lubour, by placing bis fot -
upon.her back; and that those afflicted with the rishteh, will be cured of that disease,
(by divine permission), if they go into the river so that the water may touch their feet.
Rishtoh (435 )), I believe, is used to express the ““tupe-werm;’ but bere, perhaps, it
signifies those worms that breed in the flesh, at Aleppo, Baghdsd, in many parts of



