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pecting the direction of its course, the Aras is. described m
the Ajdieb al belddn, as “flowing from West to East; its source
“ being among the mountains of Armenia, and its current
“extremely rapid. This is a blessed or fortunate river,”
adds the manuscript, “ and animals that fall into it generally
““come out in safety”(’). It is unnecessary to remark a
resemblance so obvious as that which exists in the words
wu) Aras, Apatys and Arazes; they may, perbaps, be traced
to the Armenian name of this river, which is written Erasch
by Moses Chorenensis, (Hist. Arm. edit. Whiston, pp. 32,
87, &c.) That through some inexplicable confusion the-
name of Arazes was apphed to different streams by Herodo-
tus, Aristotle, Polybius, and other ancient writers, the learned
Vossius informs us, in his observations on a passage of Pom-
pomus Mela(*®). The Oxus appears to have been so deno-
minaed ; and the-ingenious Bayer endeavours to prove that
in torwer ages, under the name of Rus, ios, Rhas. Rha and
Arazes, the river Volga was designated(*'); whilst that able
geographer, Rennel, notices the mistake of Herodotus
confounding the Jazartes, Eastward ot the Caspian, with our
Median or Armenian Arazes. which flows into that sea on its
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Persia, snd elsewhere. 'The Burhén Kaitea informs us that they resemble threads of
a cord proceeding from the human limbs or members, and that they more particularly
affect the inhabitunts of Lér.
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That Id:‘dm;;és {:‘?pﬁturi!iun,mightvhe):eu%ved.{n; llleumeamrfgv?mentiﬂned,
seems fully as credible as that they should yield to the “ stone called Astiges,” (AeSos
Aoriyns xalovpevos), found in the Euphrates, according to the tract ITeps Ioraywr,
“on Rive,” generally ascribed to Plutarch., (See Hudsou's Minor Geo. Vol I1),
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(**) ““ Apparet ex his,” says Vossius, ‘“‘quam varié nomen Araxis 3 veteribus acceptum
« fuerit et quam diversis fluminibus adtributum.” The passage of Mela which pro.
duced 1his observation is ** Araxes Tauri latere demissus.” Lib, Il1. ¢, 5. Vossii,
Observ, ud Pomp. Melam. (Hage-Comitis, 1658, 3to, p. 244).

¢ “ Nibil frorum ad Araxem Mediz convenit—onmia autem ad Volgam-—Et fuisse
% utique Volgae vetustis temporibus nomen Arqgses, sive Rus, Ros, et Rhas, satis.
*exploratum habeo—Claudius autgm Ptolemmus V.igam vocat Pa, Rha” &c.
*“ Theoph. Sigef. Bayer,” de grigine et priscis sedibus Scytharum, pp. 304, 895, &, .
Gu Act, Petropol. anno 1726).
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Western shore, (Geogr. of Herodot. pp. 204, 206). I have
alrcady observed (See Vol. 1I. p. 328) that the name of
Araxcs is given to a river near Persepolis, by Strabo and
Diodorus; we learn too from Strabo and Stephanus By zantius,
hat the Peneus in Thessaly was also called Araxes.

Husein Kua'N, at his return from the Persian comman-
der’s tent, found me exclaiining bitterly against a violent
wind that almost suffocated and blinded us with thick clouds
of sand. “'Think it not an evil,” said he, “we are rather
“indebted to your good fortune, and the influence of your
“auspicious horoscope (or tdlian Jb), that this wind has
“ happened to blow and cool the air; for without it, few could
“have borne the sun’s excessive heat, exposed thus, like you,
“during scveral hours on the naked strand.” At last,
though eighteen or twenty soldiers, after many struggles, for-
cibly intruded, we obtamed places in the boat; were ferried
over from the Median or Persian side of the Araxes, and
landed in Armenia(™®).

Through some mismanagement of our people amidst the
bustle and confusion caused by the Persian rabble, many
of our baggage horses strayed away, and above an hour
elapsed before they were all collected and reloaded. During
this delay I was induced to drink copiously two or three
times of the river water; which, although brown from the
quantity of sand excited by the rapid current, was to me, at
that time heated and thirsty, extremely palatable.  We set
out at length, and proceceed over a parched and barren
country about three miles; then descended by a stecp kutel
or hilly-road, and saw the remains of Julfé (\d>), a city now
in perfect decay ; situate on the bank of the Araxes, among
rocks and mountains of most extraordinary appearance, and
near it the ruins of a castle and a sinall tower. We winded
about, close to the river which ran on our left, and at the
foot of those rocks and mountains on our right; passed by a
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(") The Persian Geographers not Yegarding the natural limits marked by the Araxes,
describe many places of Armenia us still beloniog to the Persian province of Azer.
‘bajjan. ¢
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beautiful spring of the purest water, called chashmeh-i-gulistin
(W%dS tat>) or “fountain of the rose garden,” and arrived
at Julfa about three o’'clock, after a ride (from the ferry) of
five or six miles; during which Husei¥ Kua’'n pointed out,
far distant in Arimnenia, the Kah-e-Mdr or “mountain of
‘““serpents ;” so denominated from the immense number of
these reptiles which are said to assemble there at certain sea-
sons, and fight in distinct bodies like men(*). My manzel,
the best that Jalfa afforded, was the humble dwelling of a poor
Armenian who evinced much hospitality, and soon provided
an excellent dinner; fowls, eggs, good milk, butter and bread,
besides fish which I saw alive, just taken out of the Araxes,
within twenty paces of the house; this was raised against the
wall of an old and half-ruined caravansera, which, however,
still retained its handsome stone gatcway.

Next morning, (the sixth), at an early hour I examined the
principal remams of Julfé, whercof forty-five_ Armenian
familics, apparently of the lowest class, constituted the entire
populatiun. But of its former inhabitants, the multiplicity
was sufliciently evinced by the ample and crowded cemetery,
situate on a bank sloping towards the river, and covered with
nunicrous rows ot upright tomb-stones, which when viewed
ata little distance, resembled a concourse of people, or rather,
regiments of troops drawn up in close order. But these
were the memorials of many generations, the aggregate of
several centuries; and I much doubt whether the local reports
concerning this city’s tormer size and splendour are entitled
to credil(**). The houses wereschiefly built of stone and
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(*) Kih e mir (J'La ejﬂ . a place called Sir Mari (L,,?)\" J,....) i$ slightly men-
tioned by Hlamizantan, as one of the terrtories belonging to Nekh cBdn.  That

Geographer also notices Dizh ¢ mir ()L'j-.!) a considerable district, northward of -
Tabriz, and consisting of ubout fifty villages. (ch, of Azerbiijin. )

() Our countryman, Johu Cartwright, shove twa ceaturies ago, estimated the bouses-
of Chiulfal at 2001, and the inhabitants a1 .0,000; be found the buildings ¢ very faire,
“all of hard quariy stove; and the inhabitants very courteous and aftable, great drinkers
“of wine, but no braulers in that drunken humour ; and when they are most in drinke,
“they poure out their prayers, especially to the ¥irgin ilory, as the absolute com.
“ mander of her Sonne Jusus Curis®,” &c. (The Preacher’s Travels, p. 35, Lond,
1811). The population of Julfti was reduced in 1672, as Chardin informs us, to about
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most appeared very mean habitations. From arising ground
among the ruins near the old church, where one handsome
sepulchral monument yet exists, with an Armenian inscrip-
tion and ornaments, I sketched, (See Pl. LXXVI), the frag-
ments of a bridge which not far below the town once crossed
the Araxes, terminating on the Persian or Median side in an
emédret or building which some styled a castle, but which
seemed to be rathera gateway. Beyond this the view repre-
sents, connecting the rock, several steep and lofty mountains
which offer very extraordinary aspects. Many huge masses
of rock had lately fallen, during earthquakes, and indeed the
whole country, for many leagues around Julfd, bespeaks
some ancient and most tremendous convulsion of nature,
which seems to have torn the hills into uncommnon torms,
leaving theiroutlines broken and irregular. I walked through
several fields to visit the Gumbed-i-dukhter ( 335 2.%) or “ dam-
‘“sel’s tower;” an edifice of uncommon architecture, erected
as tradition relates by, or for, the daughter of Kuoyen Na-
ZER, a wealthy merchant, at whose expense also were tfounded,
the cardvansera on the Persian, and one on the Armenian side
of the river, and other buildings of publick utility. The
daughter’s tower is of a brownish-red stone, that easily yields
to the impression even of a pen-knife, as I found on cutting
the initial letters of my name. The base is a square of seven
yards each front, but the upper part consists ot twelve faces.
'The sketch which I made will best describe the plan and
appearance of this structure. It exhibits (See Pl. LXXVI),
the two door-ways; one, (the undermost), very low; giving
admission to a vaulted chamber, in the ceiling of which is a
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thirtyv Armenian families; it was said that the houses of this city once amounted to
4000, butjudging from the ruins he could not allow half that numzer; aud he regurded
Eski Julfa, or * Old Julfa,” (for so it is distinguished by the Turks from new Julfé4
near lsfakin ), as one ot the most barren and frightful spots imaginable. * Je ne
“pens pas quiil v wit au monde un endroit plus sterile et hideux.” (Voyage, Tome II.
P- 308, Rouen, 1723). | was myself much inclined to adopt this opinion; yet an
ingeninus traveller regards it as the ancient Ariamene, *“¢’étoil ’Ariamene des anciens,
“ville dun trés grand commerce,” and containing, until the time of SHA’H ABBA'S,
3000 h.ures, Secthe “ Voyages d’un Missionaire,” p. 187, Paris, 1730. (The author,
who -« name dlovs not appear in the work, is now known to have been Pere Villot; he
was at Julfe in 160: . The rémote antiquity seems to me very doubtful; Julfd is

not meutioned by the Armenian geographer ind historisu Moses of Chorene, nor by
the Persian, HAMDALLAH, |
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circular hole; through this I could perceive that the upper
room was occupied by a few pigeons, and that the walls pre-
sented neither inscriptions, paintings, nor any object worthy
of minute inspection. Externally, the damsel’s tower isneatly
decorated with sculptured flowers, and in snme compart-
meuts, with reticulated work; also a line or border at the
base of the upper chamber, resemoling that pattern called
by autiquatics the Maeander, so often delincated on Greek
or Etruscan vases, thus mmmez As Kuojen Nazer, for
whose daughter this tower 1s said to have been constructed,
was contemporary with SHA’H ABBaA‘s, its antiquity cannot
be traced much beyond two hundred years. 1 thought it,
however, worthy of some notice, on account of its singular
architecture. Besides the ruined bridge (represented in Pl.
LXXVI), there yet appear many vestiges of another, likewise
built of stone, and nearer to the town; that one ot these was
the famous bridge already celebrated by Hamparran (See

. 424), and by Suerir aD’pI'N ArL1 as below quoted,

have not ascertained, but am much inclined to believe(*).
It is said that SHa’rn Apsa’s demolished all the bridges of
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(**) The bridge of Z1a’ AL MULK (JA“ \gw) on which TA1MU'R croased the
Araxes in 1386, is described as unequalied throughout the world for streugth and

beauty, (sl o e ) ’J.d:u x_)..() by SHERIP AD'DI'N ALl, in the his-
(Book. {1

tory of that harbarian conqueror, . ch. 53), translated into Freach by Petis
de la Croix, very fuithfully and ingeniously, as appears from a collation of his work
with the original Persian. It was situate in the territory of Nakhjuin, **near the town
or village of Juldhah (d-b‘{,a- Je_); &_:J“IJ ). where the river Aras * flows at the foot of
a mountain}”’ (d)&‘_.}.o gb)g u..b )1). Amgng the arches one exceeded in breadth
sixty gaz (aé\g) 3 asb JS iewad) or nearly seventy English yards; «nd this great ¢4k
(J‘b) or arch was immediately connected with the mountain (-‘-*-*J-.“, ‘)‘!): whilst its
lower part was formed into a Caravanserai, and each end of the by e wi suarded and

ornamented by a beautiful derwdzeh or gatewav of stone (004'p t-(k-v)‘ {j‘;.é).
The ruins delineated in Plate 1.XXVI, agree sufficiently with tins description; and [
suspect that the mame of Juldhah has been altered into Julfd The bridge is not
noticed by HA'T1FI, in his poetical history of TAr'MU'R; for he informs us that the
conqueror having advanced from Tabrfz, placed boats on the river Aras, or Araxes,

() S 91:5 3y5\ 40)s and “then passing into the country of infidels, he over-
“threw their idui temples.”
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burning ﬂmcglis)lianﬁm{s mdc:;ti;llnqjedc fo{iosqm:s) in thie place of churches,
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this country that the T'urks might be arrested in their hostile
invasions; but the Araxes would, probablv, before this tune,
have effected their destruction, conformably with the charac-
ter ot this impetuous river, famihar to every classical reader
from the words of Virgil, *“pontem indignatus Araxes.”
(Eneid. lib. viii. v. 728). Ishall not here attempt to inquire
whether on or near the site of these modern structures, stood
the ancient bridges which “indignant Araxes” was “com-
pelled” to bear, by Xerxes, Alexander and Augustus('®).

It was observed in p. 47,that SHA’u Ausa’s removed the
inhabitants of Julfd to a spot i the suburbs ot Isfahdin, which
they distinguished by the name of their old Armeman resi-
dence. Of'thefew houvseholders that now remain i the original
Julfa, five or six came to solicit my interest with the Ainbassa-
dor; representing their extreme poverty ; the oppression they
suffered in contributing to the levies of serbdz: troops, and
requesting, through his influence, an amelioration of their
wretched state. They informed e that near the town was
an ancient place of Christian worship, (which the Persians
called Kelisii Latini, or the * Latin church;”) another, I have
already mentioned, as completely decayed ; and the people,
it was said, generally assembled in a small gumbed or tower
of very simple and rude construction, lor the performance of
their religious ceremonies. Here I remarked that whole
families slept i the open air, not merely on the roofs of
houses, (a common practise elsewhere during the warm wea-
ther). but on mats or carpets spread unear the river side.
Both men and women, (it uust be considered that they were
poor), seemed to have made, when retiring at night, scarcely
any alteration in the dress which they had worne during the
day ; and some hittle boys and girls enjoyed the luxury of
alinost pertect nakedness. Thus at Séfibneh, when settin
off about three o’clock in the morning, I saw my landlorﬁ
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(") Quem nntil_:-u_s nixus est Xerxes conscendere; vel cut Alexander magnus pontem
fecit; quem fluminis incrementa ruperunt; quem postea Augustus firmiore ponte ligavit,”
See the commmtarf of Servius on the 1ine ubove-cited of Virgil; to wisich Statius

alludes (in his Silv. lib, IV, v, 79), *Patiens*Lafii jam pontis A " and Claudian
(lib, 1). ** Pontemque pati cogetur Araxes,” o T -
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reposing on a nammed in the garden, his wife sitting up beside
him, apparently just awaking, wrapped in a white sheet, and
nursing an infant, whilst other children slept at her side.
Many similar groups may be seen by those who travel among
the dwellings of Asiatick peasants, during the intense heat of
summer. At Julfé I found it necessary to leave the door and
windows of iny room open all the night; it did not therefore
much surprise me to discover in the 1 morning an old famihar
cat purring on my bed, and five or six lambs, besides several
chickens, collected near it; they bhad frequently visited me
the day before.

We departed from Julfé about ten o’clock at night, and
reached Nakhjuan, or more correctly, Nalchdmén(" on the
seventh, a little before six in the morning; the distance between
thosc places may be estimated at twenty-six or twenty-cight
miles ; the road in general, being very good, but intersccted
by many streamns. When nearly hall‘-wa), the dawn not
having yet appeared, we were alarmed by a sudden call from
some men concealed among bushes close to the road side.
MusTara the Tatdr answered, and almost immediately after
discharged his long-barrelled pistol, (such as the Turks so
generally wear in their g girdles), directly at the spot whence
the voice bad issued ; and recommended that we should gallop
on a few hundred yards, apprchending that robbers might
be lying in wait for us. What was the result of his shot we
never heard ; but itis probable that the lives of many innocent
persons are thus sacrificed through that precipitancy and
culpable promptness of the Turks in using their long knives
and pistols. Nakhchuin, as seen from the path by which
we approached it, offered to the eye nothing more than a flat
line of trees and gardens, mud houses, and ruined walls, with
a gumbed or edifice, that shall hereafter be more particularly
described. But over the left or western end of this line ap-
peared the majestick Ararat, distant fifty or sixty miles, yet
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(") The orthography of this name is thus ascertained in the Dict. Burhin Kaitca,
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¢« Nakhchuin (or Nakhchevin ), spelt ﬁ:: the Persian letter cg::and‘)m, and eqm-
% valeut in metre to the word Marzebdn, is the name of a certain place and territory.”
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seemingly near; and in this point of view resembling an im-
mense pyramid; the summit and part of the sides covered
with an eternal snow ; whilst the base was enveloped and con-
cealed in mist. 'When one of our party first puinted towards
A'gridégh and said  That is the mountain on which the ark
“ (Kashti-Nuhh 5  J&S or the ship of Noah) rested,” I
looked in vain for some moments all around the general range
of hills; but at length discovered its white head exalted high
above them among the heavens, and apparently separated
from the horizon by a thick volume of clouds. Its evening
aspect 1 sketched when the snow and inequalities of the sides
were lost in shade, (See Plate LXXIX); and aftervards
during the progress of my journey delineated, from diflerent
places, its greater and lesser ridge, as will appear in the same
plate. We met ncar the town, eight or ten horsemen who
had come out to welcome us; one of them informed me that
the governor was then at Tabriz; and they conducted us
through -the burial-place, and across a fine stream of hmpid
water, on which had once been a handsome bridge, (the ruins
of eight or nine brick arches still remaining), to our respective
manzels. Mine was a very good house, where I found an
ample breakfast provided; excellent bread, eggs, milk and
butter; besides cherries, apricots and apples; served up in
bowls and dishes of the finest old porcelain, ot real china-
ware. In the evening I received a visit from the governor’s
brother; a young man who held the rank of Sarhang (CKe,.)
or field officer, under the new military Nizdm (&) or system
of European discipline, directed by Major E?hrig.tie. The
principal monument of antiquity here, according to his re-
port, was a lofty gumbed or tower, with inscriptions in some
unknown character; and near Nakhchudn several pieces of
mouney had been found, which he pronounced coins of Daki-
anus; a name, as 1 afterwards perceived, bestowed by the
people of this country on all the ancient medals which they
did not understand ; these, he said, were commonly given to
women or children, who wore them as ornaments. In the
course of our conversation, 1 learned from this intelligent
Sarhang that at A'rdibdd, (about twelve farsangs distant),
a certain tree, of the elm species, supposed to be more than
one thousand years old, (its vast trunk being hollow from
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decay, but the upper branches still flourishing), was almost
worshipped by the inhabitants of that place, who protected
itfrom injury with superstitious care; observing towards it
the respect due to a pir or venerable and aged personage of
religious celebrity; and he added, that persons when afflicted
by the tab-u-larz (;} 4 <), (fever and ague), or any other
malady, placed themselves before this tree and fancied that
they beheld the figure of a jin or praeternatural being, among
its leaves, or in the combinations of its branches: and then
invoking it, fastened on its boughs, rags or small picces of
their clothes, as I have before remarked, concerning the trees
ealled dirakht i fuzl, (See Vol. I. Append. No. 9). There
were, also, be said, in the neighbouring mountains, several
rude stones regarded by the peasants with a degree of respect
almost equal to that in which they held the famous tree of
Aurdibad; all this he condemned as remains of the ancient
but-peresti ( ey o) or idolatry, still lingering in this country
since the time when Noah and his family descended into it
from Mount Ararat. Another person spoke of*a ruined
Atesh-khdnch (&\s (23) or ¢ Fire-temple,” five orsix farsangs
distant from Nakhchudn; but unfortunately, like the tree and
stones above-mentioned, which 1 longed much to visit, not
situate on, nor very near, the line of my intended journey.

It was now reported to me by Kari’'m Bec (v #25)s the
chief Persian groom, (who, from the commencement of our
expedition, assumed the dignity of Mir-dkhiir (y\ sa) or
“ Master of the Stubles”), that our horses required this night’s
and the mext day’s rest. I resolyed therefore to defer until
morning my examination of the gumbed and other ruins in
Nakhjewdn; meanwhile contenting myself with the prospect
of Ararat, which I sketched a little before sunset, from a spot
South-Eastward of the town. Thus secn, the magnificent
mountain appecared as I bave already described it in the
morning view ; differing solely through the effect of sunshine,
which at an early hour showed the snow upon its suminit,
but now illuminating only the western side, left in unitorm
shade, of a dark blue or misty colour that face which was
visible from Nakhchuan; the clouds Jf evuiing and the distant
horizon being gloriously tinfed by the setting rays. Neither
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were the two ridges, nor the inequalities of Ararat discerni-
ble; all seemed blended or fore-shortened into the form of a
pyramid, having its base longer than the sides; but as we sub-
sequently advanced along it in a North-Western direction,
the two summits secmed gradually to separate, as I have’
endeavoured to express in the outlines accurately delineated

on the plain of Sherdr and at Iravan, (See Pl. LXXIX).

On the eighth, I began soon after six o’clock to explore the
town of Nakhchudn, extensive even in decay; by far the
greater part consisting of ruins; among these were numerous
remains of excellent houses, and in the descerted streets a
limpid stream which had supplied fish tor my last dinner.
‘The gumbed already mentioned, comprised a spacious vaulted
chamber, the brick walls of which were pertectly bare inside;
but it exhibited, on the outside, a C4fi inscription, of blue

lazed tile-work, much detaced  Beyond, were the ruins of
a mosque with two cylindrical towers or mindrehs ; the front of
this edifice presented three C4fi inscriptions; one resting
horizontally over the door-way, in blue t:le-work; the other
two perpendicularly placed at the sides, were in raised cha-
racters of plain brick. Both these edifices I sketched {as in
Pl. LXXVI). Amid such a scene of decay and desolation, it
afforded some pleasure to meet three or four young women,
who, after a shght affectation of holding up their veils, dis-
plaved faces extremely pretty; but since our departure from
Tabriz, I had remarked a graduval decrease of prudery. The
females did not here, as sometimes in the southern provinces
of Persia, seem disconcerted when we rode by thel houses
about sunrise,and saw them reclining on cursis (H,,.,s) orwooden
frames covered with carpets, or felt nammeds (sai); or lying
under lehdfs (\) or quilts, on the flat roof. Nakhchudn,
where we suffered imuch trom heat, is liable in winter to intense
cold. People of the lower classes, as in almost every place
between this and Cazvin, speak Turkish only; even a man of
genteel rank who visited me here, did not converse in Persian
with ease or fluency.

The name Nakhjewdn (u\,;d or s \.e&; Nakhchudn,as perhaps
more correctly spelt, S€€ p. 433), sufficiently agrees with



July 1812.] NAKHCHUA'N. 487

Nazouana (Najwava), as Ptolemy (Lib. V. c. 18), called this
place in the second century; imitating, without doubt, the
original pronunciation of the Armenians themselves, which,
probably, was Nakhdzhuvan (or like it), for so one of their
writers, Moses Chorenensis (Hm p. 71), in the fifth century,
entitled this city, which his countrymen believed to have
been founded by Noah immedately after the deluge. B\ an
ecclesiastical author it is styled Nakhidshevin, or * the first
“place of descent,” in allusion to the patriarch’s coming
down from the ark; and this sigmfication 1s preserved by
Josephus in a Greek word(*®). The Persian Geographer,
Hampavrrau, though well acquainted with the history of
Noah, transnutted through the Kordn, ascribes the hmlliluu of
Nakhchudn ( ‘,,.e 1o BankaMCuuBrN (wsle g ol 4 541)

he places 1t long. 81-15, and lat. 38-40; notices its brick
edifices; the w heal cotton and fraits, and the fair-complex-
ioned inhabitants ul' this city; to which, he says, appertained
some territories and strong castles, such as Alewjele (i .di),

Strmadri (s \e,gw), Mughdn (ae) and others.  He must, how-
ever, allude rather t() the wl)ulldlng than to the onginal
foundation of Nakhchuan ; since not only Ptolemy, but even
Moses of Chorene, had already noticed 1t before the birth of
Banra'm Cuu'sr's, who rendered himselt conspicuous
about the close of the sixth century, and is called by our
historians “** Varamus.”  We learn from Sa’pex IsFana’N:
that the monastery of QueliKelisidi, or the <“’I'hree Churches,”
belonged to Nul‘lqezt 4an('?); and from Moses Chorenensis that

"
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(**) As Whiston remarks (in # note on Mos. Choren Hist. \rm, lib. [, ¢. 29, p. 71),
The passage of Joseplius to which he alludes, is Arofarnpov pevrui rov rower rovrov
App:noa kahovawr. (Antig. 1. 3). Whether lhe two laat syllables were |-!"mumn.t-d
Jewin, chuin or shivin, both Persians and Armenians, as far as i conld Judge, unari-
ubly- accented the first syllable with a short a, as m our word battle or unimal. =ome
l:.llgllsh gentlemen, however, who had learned Persian in India, alw: ays wrote nukh, and

ronounced it asif accented with our short u in nut, cup, a sound not authorizei| either
Ey the Armenian or Persian orthography.

() }J JLﬂJ o5 halS .-,'t 3 el l:.l).}" 5 ,_)‘}S"‘ (MS. Tukwim ). .
“ Nahkjewin is in the province of Azrrbayéu and con- rehends the Three Churches of
¢ thre Christians.”  He places the city in long. 81 0; lat 49-30, o position but slightly

differipg from that ussigned by Nass#r An pi'N, ULvcH Belc and Hamparran,
Ptolemy places it ( Naruana ) i long. 78 50; lat. 42 45,
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Marand was comprehended among its territories, (Geogr. p.
360). Botli places are assigned by Persian Geographers to
the province of Azerbaijdn, although separated from ecach
other by that great natural boundary, the river Araxes; and
they are connected in some degree by the tradition which
relates that Noah was interred at Nakhchudn, and his wife at
Marand; this I heard at both places, and it was noticed in
the seventeenth century by Tavernier, (Voyages de Perse,
Liv. L. p. 43,1679). When Guillaume de Rubruquis visited
Nazuam in 1253, returning from the embassy on which he
had been sent by Louis the ninth; that city, once very beau-
tiful and the capital of a great kingdom, was even then in
such a state of ruin caused by the Tédtdrs and Saracens, that
of eight hundred Armenian churches, two only, and those
very small, existed in his time(*).

We proceeded on our journey in the evening, and rode
for almost two miles among the ruins of Nakhchuan, whilst
the sun, setting behind Ararat, again delighted me with the
gorgeous display which I have already attempted to describe;
that mountain still retaining its pyramidical appearance.
But when day broke and we had advanced: several farsangs
on our way, its greater and lesser summits were distinctly vis-
ible, and 1 sketched them (See Pl. LXX1X) from the Chemen-
i-Sherér(*). This is an extensive and beautiful plain said
to comprise twenty-six villages and walered by numerous
streams, of which some might be styled counsiderable rivers,
and all seemed as if alive with the multiplicity of fish. We
crossed at least fifty drains o¢ channels, and saw probably an
hundied more, contrived for the distribution ot water; and so
thoroughly was this tract of country irrigated that it produced
the most luxuriant herbage, and abundaut crops ot rice, wheat
and barley, besides cotton and castor plants ; even the spots
that had not been cultivated, yielded Howers and shrubs of
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(*) * Une certaine vile nommée Naruem,” &c, See the * Voyage de Rubruquis en
“ Tartarie,” chap. II. p. 142; edit, de Bergeron, a la Haye, 1735,

") e oA+ By many Persiuns called erdl, according fo the vulgar inten
changﬁ?l and r. 1t is the *Campus Mreffis" of Mos, Choren, {Geogr. p. 381).



July 1812.] DEVELT 439

various kinds, in wild profusion. This ample and fertile
plain, which one historian calls the ““Sherir of Nakhchudn,”
was the scene of a remarkable battle in 1531, (A. H. 907),
when twenty thousand Turcoméns were slaughtered by the
victorious Persians(*). In most of the villages we saw tame
storks, and many very large and fierce-looking dogs.

Our intended manzel was Yangijdn; but all the houses were
deserted through dread of those soldiers whom we had left at
the Araxes; for the march of Persian and T'urkish troops
through a friendly country is often felt as an evil almost equal
to the progress of a hostile army. After a fatiguing ride,
therefore, of twelve hours, we proceeded five or six miles
farther and ahghted early on the ninth at Dudongah (o),

.distant from Nakhchudn about torty miles. 'T'o retresh our
horses we remained i the mean village of Dudongah, torment-
ed by heat, fleas, and gnats, until two o’clock on the tenth,
when, the morning being yet dark, we set out and reached
Develii { ), after a journey of nearly 28 miles, chiefly on a
parched and barren plain without trees or houses. I was
lodged in a hovel the least filthy of Devel, and gladly quit-
ted 1t soon after midnight, proceeded about seven aund twenty
miles and arrived at Iravdn early on the eleventh(*®). Near
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(**) See the MS. Aulum A'rdi Abbisi, (Vol. 1), in the history of IsMAAIL PA'D-
SHA'H (o'u&d"._g_ ;J-_MMH the passage beginning
Blarad 5 pdu oo gl 3 Nog& b )0 dail]

For the number of killed in this battle the author refers to a very celebrated Chronicle
the Térikh Jehin A'rd, composed by AHMED AL Gaara'Rl.  This rare manuscript
1 have exumined and verified the quotation. Some of the Turcomin chiefs are enu-

werated by GHAFA'RT who adds that oo J3is J‘UJ)IJ )\J'-b wadls «“they were
* slain with twenty thousand other persons,”

() Nearly half-way between Develis and Jravin, and not far from the monastery
of Couer Virab, some ruins, (which 1 suppose we must have passed in the dark), were
regarded by the Armenians in Chardin’s time as remains of ancient Artaxata, (Voyages,
11. p. 229). The present name Ardashat or Ardasht, seems to confirm this opinion;
but Strabn (lib. xi), places Artaxata on the very bank of the Araxes, from which the
ruins are distant several miles: and M. de la Porte du Theil, (See the excellent French
translation of Strabo, in quarto, Tome IV p. 321, note 2, Paris, 1814), doubts whether
the true position is actually known; “ et peutétre ne connoit on pas, au juste, I'em-
“ placement qu'elle occupoit.” On the authotity of Captain Monteith, a situation
correspouding better to Strabo’s deséription, is indicated by Mr, Moricr (Trav, 11, p..
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this city we met Captain Monteith, with a party of his horse-
artillery, Persians whom he had excellently trained in the
‘European style. They accompanied us to the town wherg
I found apartments prepared in the palace of Husein Kaa’'n
(s owa)y @ member of the royal Kagjar tribe, governor of
this province, and Serddr ()o,.) or General, commanding on .
the North-Western frontiers; a situation of high importance,
as the Russians, now enemies, had established their outposts
near his camp, which was about twenty miles from Iravdn.
Thither I immediately despatched a messenger, requesting
from the Serddr such a guard of soldiers as might protect
e through some part of the country, much infested, as ru-
mour stated, by wandering Curds and olher robbers.  Mcan-
while I learned that the security and advantages resulting
from this general’s government of fravin had within a tew,
years increased the population from four thousand inhabi-
tants to thirteen or fourteen thousand. Yet half of the streets
appeared filled with ruined houses ; but the citadel was in
most perfect condition, and reckoned stronger than any other
fortress in the Sua’u’s dominions. From the window of my
room I observed in the river Zangi flowing below it, wmany
trouts of considerable size; this fine stream abounds also with
carp; but is said to be contaminated in its course through a
neighbouringterritory by theaccession of unwholesome water.

In the name of this place, Irvdn written _,) and generally
pronounced as of three syllables (the second short) Iravin,
Erwdn ov Irouan, we may, perhaps, discover a clue to the
date of its original foundation, it credit be due to Moses of
Chorene, who in the fifth century after Christ composed his
Armenian History; he informs us (Lib. II. c. 89) that ERvanp
or LkouanNp, a prince contemporary with the last Darius,
king of Persia, erected three cities; one called after him
Eruanda-kerta, or kert, (*‘ Iiruand’s town,”) may probably,
be this of which we now speak. The Armenians, however,
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316), und indeed Chardin himself believes (but erroneously), that amother place
( Nakhchuén ), was Artaxzta (Voyaze, 11, 305, Rouen, 1728). From Mr. Morier's
account of the ruins which be saw at Ardasht, chiefly “mounds of decayed mud-walls;”
my regret for having passed (hem unobserved, is considerably abated.
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who seldom forget their great ancestor Noah, imagine that
Erivdn, signifying “apparent,” must express the region which
first presented itselt to the Patriarch’s view when he descend-
ed from Mount Ararat(*). The ingenious Anquetil suggests
a resemblance between the name of Erwén and Eeriené veed)o,
or Irén vedy, a place celebrated in the Zendavesta for une-

ualled beauty and antiquity, being the first produced by
Ormuzp, or the great principle of good, (Zendav. Tome 1.
part 2. pp. 268, 264, 301) I am aware also, that in the
meagre and unsatistactory map of Armenia Major, prefixed
by those learned brothers, the Whistons, to their edition of
Moses Chorenensis, Erivdn is described as the representative
of ancient Valarsapata. Yet Chardin (Tome II. p. 224;
Rouen, 1723), thinks the origin of Eridn comparatively
receut, because it does not exhibit any monuments of anti-
quity;. but a deficiency in this respect, (as 1 have before
obscrved), may sometimes prove a very fallacious criterion.
It has been conjectured, that this place is the TLerva (Tepova)
of Ptolemy, (Lib. V. ¢. 18), and if we mi%’ht suppose that in
manuscript copies of his work, the Greek T, by an clongation
of its horizontal stroke, had been written for I, (and we know
already that his copyists have put I' for T, see p. 410), as
strong a resemblance would be found between Ierva and
Iravan, as between many other ancient and modern names,.
of which the identity has never been disputed. In geogra-

hical situation the coincidence is almost perfect; if with

tolciny we describe Terva in long. 78-0, lat. 41-50; and
Iravan, according to Chardin, in long. 78-20; lat. 41-15.
This place is but brieflly noticed by Sa’pEx Israna‘Ni; he
merely says that (el o) @i N5 L5y 2 Jlyal) ¢ Jrvan or
Airwdn, equivalent in metre Lo Kawwan, s a tortress of Ar-
“menia,” 1 did not know whilst on the spot, that Iravia
bears on the gold and silver coins struck in its mint, the title
of Chullir Saad; a ridl which afterwards fell into my hands
at Amdsiah, exhibits this inscription, [P0 ! dxw e 4.
“ Coined at the Chukhir Saad, Iravin, in the year 1225,”

(*) * Quia regio istaprimd apparuidNoé cum descenderit ex Monte Ararat.”  See.
*Villotte's” Dict, Arm, p. 273?
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(A. D. 1810); and I learned that in the Turki language,
Chukhir signified a place of abode, (perhaps also of sepul-
ture), and that Saad was the nane of some distinguished
personage(*). Here my own inquiries proved unsuccessful
respecting ancient medals found near Marand, (See p. 422);
and, as usual, erroneously supposed by the people of this
country, to be money coined by Dekianus; but one of the
Persian grooms procured for me at Iravdn a silver medal
(dehneated in Pl. LIX), exhibiting on one side the head of
Ariarathes, king of Cappadocia; and on the reverse these
words, APIAPAGOY EYZEBOY BAIIAFQE.

During the eleventh we were much annoyed by flies,
which in great numbers and variety, caused painful tumours
on the face, hands and legs. Next day, my messenger re-
turned, and brought me a polite invitation, from the Serddr
or general ; who promised the guard that I had requested.
Accordingly, oun the thirteenth, having detached most of our
party, with the heavy baggage and spare horses, under Mus-
TAFA’s care, 1o the Oueh Kelisié or “Three Churches,” I set
out early with Captain Monteith, Mr. Price, the Mehmandar,
and two or three servants; and procgeded to Ashtarek, ot
which the population, it was said, had decreased, within a
few years, from one thousand families to twenty; all oi the
Armenian faith. At this romantick and beautiful place,
distant from [rauvdn about thirteen miles, (and watered bv a
fine stream abounding with trout), we breakfasted, and ex-
amined the old churches and houses built of stone: then went
on five or six miles, in a Hirection almost northerly, and
alighted at the Persian camp, pitched not very far from the
mountains of Aligaz and 4baran.
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(*) The MS. Aulum Aréi makes frequent mention both of fravém and Chukile
Sagad; 1 shall here quote one passage from the firat volume, stating that * LiLLA®
“Pa’sua’ proceeded from Arz’erfim 1o the district of Kérs, which is situate between
“the territory of Chukhir Saad and Arzerim.’

It is possible that Iravd was a num: originally and peculiarly applied to the fortress,
aud CRukkdr Saad to the udjoining territory.
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I was graciously received by the Serddr, who assigned for
m) accommodation the magnificent and ample tent, belonging
to his brother; furnished with rich hangings and splendid
carpets. Here various refreshments were provided, and the
military bustle of the surrounding scene afforded me much

atification. The troops encamped consisted of five hundred
g—:rsian, and one thousand Turcoméni horsemen ; two keshins
(w9ss), or regiments of regular Serbdzi foot-soldiers, amounting
to fourteen hundred men; two thousand irregular tufangchss
or musketeers ; and sixty-five artillery-men, with four guns.
I was indehted for this statement to Captain Monteith; who,
in the evening, accompanied me to the Serddr’s tent, where
we partook of an excellent dinner, and sat above an hour
enjoying the conversation of that general and his principal
officers ; who talked very pleasantly on various subjects, 1
learned that the Serddr governed in this country with most
absolute sway ; and enforced the strictest discipline, 'pnssess-
ing not only the power of inflicting death, but of delegating
that power to another. Having one day remarked some
soldiers whom Captain Monteith had found it necessary to

unish shightly, he with great coolness desired that gentleman,
in future, to kill such culprits, if he should think proper.
He dictated a letter to the Pashda of Kdrs, and an order which
the Mehmdnddr was to take, commanding that Ka’sim Be1g,
the chief of Kard Kelaa, should attend me with a number of
horsemen, sufficient for my protection from the farther bank
of the Araxes to the Turkish frontier; no danger on this side
of the river being apprehended. At sunseta guard of thirty
men, uniformly clothed in watch-coats for the night duty,
paraded with much regularity opposite our tent, and centinels
were stationed at the door ; a compliment probably intended
for the Serddr’s brother, to whom the tent belonged. I oh-
served in the camp several hundred Fnglish muskets and
bayonets, all in most perfect condition; a circumstance re-
sulting from the pecuniary fine levied on those who either
lost or injured, even accidentally, any part of their arms; to
this penalty was generally added, a proportionate number of
blows. la the system of manual exerci.v, it appeared that
the Persian regiments had been chiefly instructed by French
officers. The word of command was sometimes givenin the
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Turkish language, and several Russian prisoners were em-
ployed to teach the drummers. I heard that amidst the
neighbouring mountains of Aligaz, many religious persons
had come to reside from the most remote parts of Hindustén.
Those mountains produce fine herbage and various plants of
extraordinary meé)icinal properties; and abound in streams,
among which rises the river Kard st (y'3) or “black water.”
They yield also, sulphur and salt-petre ; this oozes from the
stone in pieces resembling icicles. 'T'be pious Indians have
chosen some verdant little spots for dwelling-places, and per-
form their devdtions in caves and fissures of the rocks. Fiom
those heighths of Aligaz, a keen and violent wind blew for
soine hours; and although the tent in which 1 slept was lined
with hangings, yct the nocturnal cold rendered additional
bed-clothes necessary.  During many nights before, even the
thinnest sheet seemed superfluous.

On the fourteenth, we mounted our horses at an early hour;
and Captain Montieth having obligingly consented to accom-
pany me, we passed ncar Ashtarek, the beautitul village before
mentioned, and alighted at the monastery . of Arwenian
Christians ; where we were received by the Monks with imuch
hospitality, after a ride of sixteen miles; this edifice bein
distant from Ashtarek about ten miles, and nearly as much
from Irevan. It is styled by the Armenians Edshmiazhin,
and constitutes, with two others in its vicinity, what the T'urks
have long called Utch or Outch Kelisid, the “Three Church-
““es;” for this name occurs in the history of Ta1mu’g, com-

. L]
posed nearly four hundred years ago by Surrir Acrr
YEezp1(*). This monastery has been already well described
by ingenious travellers; the view and plan given by Chardin
render it unneccssary for me to offer any-minute account.
We were lodged in commodious apartments; furnished with
chairs and ta%les, which now seemed articles of considerable
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(*) TAtMU’R, in June 1304, “ haviog passed Aleshgard, rested at night in the Ouck
¢« Kellsid of Alchiék.” :

(Book 111 ch. 8). et (e gl 51 &l LS s il o8 Al
From the same cllapf'::?l appég‘ tl‘;:’t the copqumgg,l f: another oc)e‘u:{n,%.‘lgh‘:uf
at the Quch Kelisid 23y 355, bawslS @' 4 aud belé bis court there several days.
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luxury ; close to the windows of my room were three very
large willow trees, growing in the garden, through which
flowed a rivulet of limpid water. We were forlunate in
meeting here the Padre Serafino, who had been educated at
Rome, and spoke Italian and French; he had also learned a
little English whilst living at Baghddd with Mr. Rich, there
Resident on the part of our East India Company. At one
o’clock, the worthy monks served up an abundant cellation.
The dishes and plates were of China, and we were feasted
with delicious cream, fine bread, butter, cheese and caviar,
and profusely regaled with wine. Soon after this repast, it
was intimated that the Supreme Bishop, generally entitled
Catholicus or Patriarch, intended to honour me with a visit.
I bad previously heard that he was in a very infirm state of
health, and therefore expressed my wish of saving this vene-
rable prelate any trouble concerning a matter of ceremony,
and proposed to wait upon him at his own apartments. This
offer proved acceptable; and, in the evening at seven o’clock,
I was introduced to the Patriarch in a long and handsome
roouw, at the upper end of which a high arm-chair was placed
for me; necar this were some other chairs, lower and smaller;
but the Patriarch himself and thvee of his bishops sat on
nammeds in the Persian manner, whilst several of the inferior
clergy and monks stood in respectful silence. During this
interview, Father Serafino acted as interpreter, for the Patri-
arch did not understand any language but Armenian, although
he had travelled in Russia, and passed some time in India.
He meptioned Lord Cornwallis with much respect. Le-
monade having been presented “in beautiful porcelain cups,
I returned to my own chamber, where, at eight o’clock, our
reverend hosts fully evinced thgir persevering hospitality in a
sumptous dinner; the table being covered with a white cloth
of very fine texture, and amply furnished with china plates
and dishes, napkins, forks, and silver spoons ; among other
dainties, this feast comprised fowls dressed with curry-powder,
carp, pillaw of lamb, and a plumb-pudding. The dessert
consisted of fresh fruits and admirable sweet-meats; comfits
made at Héleb or Algppo, and others brought from Baghdid.
'T'here was red Georgian wine of very pleasant flavour, besides
white, the produce d¢f common Armenian grapes; French
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brandy, and arrack of peculiar strength, whilst, with polite
attention to English taste, Father Serafino provided a bottle
of excellent Port.  But in these luxuries neither would he nor
any of his brethren participate; this, according to their mo-
nastick institutions, being a season of rigid abstinence.

Next day, with Captain Monteith, who had often visited
this convent, I examined the principal church; of which the
inside offered to view, a confused mass of painting and gild-
ing that reached to the very ceiling, yet such as in general
effect was not wholly devoid of grandeur The pictures
mostly represented extraordinary figures of saints, with
attendant devils; one saint appeared as if hair had grown over
all his body We saw the altar piece, a lamp burning, and
some thrones of inlaid work. This Christian church, placed
nearly on the line that separates two natiouns, generally hostile,
and suffering at various times from Turks, Persians and Rus-
sians, has been saved, probably through a superstitious vene-
ration, fromtotal ruin. The monks were much favoured by
many of the former kings; Sua’H ABBa‘s endowed their
monastery with a considerable sum of mouney, and impre-
cated curses on any of his successors who should molest
them. Their powerful neighbour the Serddr, who in my
hearing described the holy fathers as good and pious men,
has always treated them with kindness, allowing a guard of
two hundred soldiers whenever necessary for their protection;
declining the presents which they offered to him; paying them
frequent visits ; and, though a Musulmdn, soliciting their
prayers on any enterprizc of importance. The prince, As-
BA's M1'RzA%, also, has declared hunself to be their friend;
and lately punished, in an exgmplary wanner, three or four
sacrilegious thieves, who had stolen a few trifling articles from
the convent, by burying them alive with their heads down-
wards; or, as a Persian expressed it to me, planting them with
their legs in the air, misl shikh-i-dirakht (wsjo ¢o Jia),
“Jike the forked branches of' a tree.” Yet the monkKs, it was
confidently said, had refused to comply with Appa‘s M1'r-
za”s request, by suppressing, or removing to some less con-
spicuous situation, a picture which 1 must here notice with
duc censure, as disgracing the church-door qver which it was
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placed; a picture equally contemptible on account of its
mean execution, as offensive in its subject; an attempt to
exhibit the Almighty himself under a form not only deficient
in beauty, grace or majesty, but absolutely ridiculous; the
painter, it would seem, having taken for his model some mis-
erable, aged and decrepit mendicant(¥). At four o’clock,
the Patriarch honoured me with a visitat my own room; nine
or ten of his clergy attended him; they remained but a quarter
of an hour, after which dinner was served. It bad been pro-
posed by the worthy fathers to entertain us with a feast,
prepared in tents pitched for that purpose, at a distance of
seven or eight miles; but this I dechned, being apprehensive
that it might occasion delay,andextremely anxious to proceed
on my journey, notwithstanding the good cheer and kind
treatment we enjoyed. Accordingly, about seven o’clock
In the evening, we set out from Edshmiazin, where, during two
days, I had been induced almost to fancy myself in some
European monastery or college, from the appearance of
crucifixes, fat old priests walking in the square, hooded
Monks, students in their black gowns, boys reciting their
lessons, the singing of psalms, the chiming of bells, and other
circumstances.

After a ride of two or three miles, 1 took leave of Captain
Monteith; who, with Padre Serafino and some others of the
Armenian clergy, had accompanied us so far on the way.
To Captain Monteith I was much indebted , not only for the
pleasure af his company, but for the most polite attention on
every occasion, and for much valuable information respecting
several remote parts of Persia which he had explored, more
especially the interesting province of Khiézistdn or Susiana.
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(™) For this abominable picture, regarded by the Muhammedans as perfectly blas.
phemous, | should have recommended the substitution of some historical scripture-pie ce
which all could understand, and which could not offend any, such as Noah's descent
from the neighbouring mountain of Ararat; a subject locally appropriate, since tradition
has indicated the site of this church, as the very spot where that Patriarch offered a
sactifice on the first ultar erected after the deluge. But it we=e presumptuous to expeet
that my suggestion should influence those, on whom the ¢x;.rssed wish of ABBA'S
Mr'rzA" had no effect.  Yet they might gonsider that this prince is more accustomed
1o command thun to request; that be is beir to the Persian erown, and that should they
lose his favour through aa absurd obstinacy, the slightest symptom of his displeasure
might be the signal for their destruction.
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We continued our journey the whole night, and until two
o’clock on the morning of the sixteenth, when, apprehending
somc danger trom fords which it was necessary to pass, we
halted during the darkness; then at day-break mounted our
horses again, and went on to the Araxes; near this we met
the guard which had been ordered for our protection by the
Serdar; forly armed men under the communa of Kasim
Bric. With this chief and his troop of horsemen, we rode
across the river, here almost three teet deep, and distant from
the T'hree Churches about one and twenty miles; formin
what geographically and naturally might be styled, the
boundary of Persia and Turkey; but this did not seem to
accord exactly with the political line of partition. We sub-
sequently crossed the river in other inflexions; and I found,
even beyond them, the Suan’s supremacy, or rather his in-
fluence, still acknowledged tor several miles; though, during
the space of ten or twelve farsangs, the country was constantly
subject, as.usual on frontiers, to depredations. Here the
Curd: pillagers abounded; and I shall suppose the Persian
province of Armenia, (for the ancient kingdom so named ex-
tended considerably farther westward), to be at this place
divided by the river Aras from the Turkish province of Rum;
a denomination bestowed by Eastern writers on a vast expanse
of territory, reaching from Georgia to the extremity of Syria
on the borders of Egypt; and comprehending wost of the
regions situate between the Fuxine and the Mediterranean
Sea; the ancient Pontus, Paphlagonia, Bithynia, Cappadocia,
Galatia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Lydia and others(*).

Having crossed the Araxes on horseback, we proceeded
four or five miles farther, and alighted at Kara Kelaa or the
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(™) HAMDALLAH devoles the seventh chapter of his Persian Geography, to the

description of Rum. “This region,” says he, *is bounded by the countries of
““ Armen (or Armenia), Gu jestan (or Georgia), Sts; Misr (or Egypt); Skim (Syrin),
““and the sea of Rim or Mediterranean.”
Lgn f’))"-’ ‘QL‘:.,’M JU“-""‘JL‘)""“‘.’L‘)WJ‘ wi;}l,b ‘-,ju-..ﬂm Syde
! and he accordingly describes as belonging to this province, the cities of Sivée
(lya)s Amisiah (12a\e\), Antakiah (435\5)) (or Antioch), Shemahdt (blied)
(or Samosata), Ktnich (‘:-’_’;) (or lcenium), Kakartah (Qﬁ;ﬁ) (or Ceesaren),.
Malatiah (&5%), &c.
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“Black Castle;” an extraordinary edifice, standing boldly
on the edge of steep and lofty rocks, immediately over a
rapid and winding branch of that river, and commanding
fine views along its noble stream. 'The walls of stone-work,
exceeded fivefeet in thickness; three door-ways gave adinis-
sion to the room where T was lodged ; and it received light,
with air, through two large and square apertures ; but there
were neither doors, nor window frames. Herea uum! break-
fast was provided, and I might Liave slept qutnmusly on the
rich carpet and soft nammeds that covered the floor, had nota
multiplicity of tormenting flies and the excessive heat denied
such repose ; I therefore walked out and rambled among the
numerous ruins of stonc built houses, evincing that this p!.nf'e,
now an inconsiderable village, was once ot é,n,atc import-
ance; and tradition vaguely (ht(,d its foundation at a remote
period of three or four thousand years ; but no proofs were
adduced in support of such antiquity ; although its general
appearance oftered something grand, and what is c:()mmonly
styled romantick ; it occupies, not improbably, ‘the site of
Ptolemy’s Armaviara. 1 was now under the protection of Ka*
siv BEerc, lord of this castle, and a border-chief’; the subject,
or at least friend of FaTEn A1 SHA’ H, though undersmndmg
only the Turkish language, and pmlcssmg, (as an indignant
Persian of the Shiak sect mfnunt-d me), the Sunm hCIC&\ ; but
with this accusation it was difficult to reconcile the name of
A, thus conspicuously branded e, on the left thigh of his
spirited charger; this however might have been a private
mark, or one luue!_y dlhtlngl.llbhmg some particular breed of
horses, without any allusion to that venerable personage, the
son in law of Muhammed. It was whispered to me, that
our last night’s march had not been eflected without much
danger from robbers; but I learned at the same time, that
Ka'sim Brig entertained as a friendly guest at his castle, one
of the Curd: chiets; a circumstance which would insure our
safety whilst in this nughbuurhood( 7). :
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(® tnPlate LXXIX is a sketch of Ka’siM B£1G, which | made on his first approach.
This lord of the “Black Castle,” had passed the meridia- of life, but still possessed all
the energy of youth, and managed his horse with Gonsiderai . dexterity. He wore the
kldA or black lambskin cap, depressed so far backward, as to expose the greater part
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We set out soon after midnight, and at eleven o’clock on
the seventeenth reached a small village of stone-built houses
called, (from the city before described), Nakhchuan; having
travelled above thirty miles over a country bleak and barren,
without trees or houses, and crossed the AraxXes in three or
four places. When about half-way, at the foot of some hills
which, it was said, bounded the Persian Empire, the Mehman-
dér congratulated me on our escape in certain passes, where
many travellers had been robbed and murdered by the Curds;
and he was still relating some ancedotes of their ‘ferocious
cruelty, when several points of spears seemed to rise from
the summit of an adjoining hill, and immediately after a party
of Curd horsemen appeared full in view, and halted. "This
was a moment of doubt and suspense, perhaps even of alarm,
on our part ; for, although the nuimber of those we saw did
not exceed seventeen or eighteen, yet it was apprehended
that a larger body might be lurking in ambush, on the other
side of the mountain. Our apprehensions, however, were
soon dispeiled ; their chief, a young man whose spear was
mounted with silver, gallopped forward alone; saluted us
amicably, and said that he was sent by Husern A'cua’ to
escort me as far as Kars. For this mark of attention I was
indebted to the Serddr, between whose family and Huseiw
A’Ga”’s, some inter-marriages had estabhshed a close con-
nexion. With our original party, the forty horsemen under
Ka’sin Brig, arimed with spears, swords and muskets, and
the auxihiary Curds, we now constituted a numerous and
formidable troop. We proceeded together over the kutel or
steep and rugged mountain-road, then on a plain, after which
we descended gradually towards the manzel or halting place.
During this part of the journey, our Curdi triends amused us
with mock combats, always in duels, galloping turiously, and
throwing their spears or lances, and discharging pistols. An
extraordinary head dress was worne by all these Curds; it
appeared in front as a kind of bandage, generally embroid-
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of his forehead, at a scarlet birdni or * rain cloak” was negligently thrown over his
left shoutder, the right arm being thus unemburrassed and free for the exercise of his
spear, which, although loug and pmul«rnus,fpe wielded with uncommon grace. His
stirrups hung lower than usual among esther Turks orPersians, und his martial air and
4all stately figure, might have become a Baron in the ages of Chivalry.
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ered, fitting closely on the forehead and temples; behind it
was a bag made of red cloth. Some wore the Arabian abbé
(L) or brown and white stnped cloak, and their inner dress
did not much differ from the lmklbll, many carried sabres
between the saddle and the thigh: every man was armed with
two pistols at least, and a few had three and even four Their
spears or lances were from nine to ten teet long, the lower
end pointed with iron, which on balting they stuck into the
ground. Of some lances the shafts were hollow reeds, and
of others rude sticks; but a few were made of solid and well
turned wood.

At the mean village of Nakhchuin, resembling the ancient
city only in naine, we were lodged in the best quarters that it
afforded ; a large stable, in the midst of which was a squarc
platform raised about three fect and inclosed with rails; these
alone separaled us from the cattle occupying the other part.
But into this mclosure the cocks and hens, cats and dogs,
little children and old women, our Curdi guards ind some
Turkish muleteers, trequently intruded. The water seemed
not only bad but scarce, and we suffered much from heatand
flies; the place however furnished that grateful beverage, ex-
cellent milk; besides good bread, eggs and cheese. This
village belonged to the Curds, although chiefly inhabited by
Armenian Christians, and hence a messenger was despdlched
to Kars, soliciting pcnmsbmu from ApparLan Pa‘sua’ that
we might enter the Turkish territory under his jurisdiction ;
meanwhile it was intended that we should slowly proceed four
or five farsangs on our way, to a place called Haji Khalil
(Jds o'=); but this, on inquiry, we found had been lately
ruined and depopulated by the Curds.  We therefore remained
in the stable of Nakhchudn, our horses being extremely fati-
gued, until ten o’clock at night, when we set out, and on the
eightecnth arrived about eight o’clock at Khdneh K, after
a journey of twenty-nine or perbaps thirty miles; having
passt‘d many steep hills, and during some hours felt a consi-
derable degree of chilness in the night air.  We were twice
alarmed by reports that Kara’ Bria’s troop of robbers lay in
wait to attack us; tor that thet had®recenuy declared himself
hostile to FaTen AL1.Sua’u; in consequence of which the
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Serddr had solemnly vowed that he would annihilate him.
Kaxa Berc within three days had committed depredations
at some villages belonging to the Serdar, who immediately
retaliated by sending Persian troops to pillage an equal num-
ber on his territory.  We learned also, that several fires seen
blazing on distant hills durimg our two last nocturnal marches,
were kindled by the Serddr’s patroleb,or kerawels ‘_j,t,s} neares
to the Russian out-posts.

When 1 objected, at Khdneh Kui, to the accommodation
provided for us in a stable, like that which we had occupied
the night before, but more disgusting from the filth and smell
of cattle, MusTava the Tétdr candidly forewarned me that
between this place and Constantinople I should be often glad

10 obtain shelter in worse. Here we remained until five
o’clock in the evening, when a man very richly dreSsed, with
some attendants carrying silver-mounted sticks, and two
others with small kettle drums, all on horseback, arrived from
Kadrs and dclivered a message, by which the Puahd politely
invited me to that city. We accordingly set off, and durmg
the whole way, (about seven or cight miles), to the noise of
the kettle drums, struck at very 1rmgula| intervals, my new
Turkish companions, the Persian guards, and the Curds, ex-
ercised theuselves and highly entertained we by running
races, contending in single combat, and throwing their lances,
until we halted near the city, having met two fine horses
spiendldlv caparisoned with gold dn§ silver trappings; on
one of these, sent by the Pishé as a com phment through me
to the English Ambassador; 1 entered the town; whilst Hy-
sein Kua '~ rode on the other, sent for him out of compli=
ment to the Persian prince, by whom he had been appointed
my Mehméandir. We were conducted through many w lde
strects and narrow lanes, and over a good stone-bridge, t
the house of an Armenian, where the procession closed, uluch
to my satisfaction. The room prepared for me was of siall
dimensions, yet contained many windows and cupboards;
and being completely lined with boards, resembled the cabin
of a ship.

It was fixed that on the nineteenth,"about eleven o’clock,
I should pay my respects to the Pdshd ; accordingly, at that
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hour, the Mehmdndir, Mustara the Tdtdr, the Persian
Jiliddrs and mehters, with several of the Pdskd’s officers, assem-
bled near the house where I lodged, and we soon after pro-
ceeded on horseback to the castle, situate on a hill,and by the
Turks considered impregnable ; although ufter a memorable
sxege in the year 1386 “ it was sacked” hy the troops of Ta1-
MU'R, “and levelled to the very ground,” as we learn trom
SHERIF AD' D1I'N A1(¥). 1 remarked at the entrance a tew
pieces of cannon. An usher or master ol ceremonies intro-
duced me into a large room where the Pdshd sat, on a part of
the boarded floor, ralsed about thirteen inches above the
general level, and covered with soft cushions. He received
me graciously, and desired that I might seat myself near him;
several books lay on the lid of a small wooden box beside
him, and over his head were suspended from the wall, a
sword, a musket, and soje long barrelled pistols, richly
mounted with silver. Many servants in magnificent dresses
stood at the door, and others handed coffee and pipes, of
which the tubes made of cherry tree wuud, wergdrom ftive to
seven feet long, and the bowls rested in little saucers placed
on the floor. The Pdshd seemed much pleased whiist read-
ing the Ambassador’s letter; he expressed lis regard for the
Euglish, and his readiness to facilitate as iar as in lus power,
the intercourse subsisting by means of our couricrs, between
Constantinople and Persia.  * This disposition,” said he,
“1 have always manifested ; and as a proot shall mention,
“ that when one of those Tdtdrs five or six months ago lost his
“ horse here, I bought another for him: yet the rascal told
¢ your brother the Ambussador at Tehrdan, that he had pur-
¢ chased it with his own money.>” 'T'he Pashd next read the
Serdar’s letter ; then directed two of the officers preseat to
furnish me with whatever 1 might ask, and conchwded by
saying that if my accommodation at the Armenian’s house
was not sufficiently goody apartments should be immediately
repared for me in the castle. Sherbet of delicious tlavour
and covled with ice, was presented in very handsome glass
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®) His wordsare &S ) L LR 21, Jl »ee the secount of this
siege in Petis de la Croix’ s{m,::iaﬁ from the Per?.af:m History of TaiMu'r, (Liv. 1L

chap. 53).
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cups; and after this friendly interview I took leave of ABpAL-
1aH Pa’sua’. Heseemed advanced in years; but his beard
was ol a reddish colour. Returning through this long and
populous city, I remarked many good stone-built houses,
with wooden balconies projecting four or five feet. The
frames, also wooden, and the cross-barred work of the win-
dows, in which glass was but little used, and the general style
of construction, rendered this place more like an old-fash-
ioned European town than any I had seen for a considerable
time ; a tew high chimnies would have made the resemblance
still more strong. In some of the buildings much fine and
well-cut stone was visible ; many houses exhibited boarded
fronts, and several appeared lined with deal wainscot ; few
wanted upper stories and wooden staircases ; they seemed to
rise on the steep mountain’s side to a considerable height,
one aboveanother. 1 saw three strong and handsome brid-
ges of stone, and a fourth of wood, but from the great extent of
Kars and the various inflexions of the river it is probable that
there were more; I neglected Lo ascertain the exact number.
This river, a branch of the Araxes or rather Harpusus of
Xenophon, recognised in the nodern name Harpasi, seemed
to abound with fish. Some children bathing in 1t just before
the windows of my room caught, with ten minutes, using
only a small net and basket, nearly thirty of different sizes ;
and a young Armenian presented me a carp recently taken
and still alive, that weighed above two pounds.

Kérs by Byzantine writers called Kepr¢y, has been supposed
to represent Chorsa, a city placed by Ptolemy (Lib. V. c. 18)
in Long. 74-40, Lat. 42-30.° But the situation of Colsa (to
which he assigns 78 degrees of Longitude and of Latitude
39 deg. 50 min.) would more nearly correspond to that of
Kars, as described by Tavernier, Long. 78-40, Lat. 42-0.
(Voyages, Liv. 1, p. 24, edit. 1679) ; and Sa’DEk IsFana’NI
removes it farther from the position of Ptolemy’s Chorsa ; for
be informs us that * Kdrs (written (w6 by the Persians or
¢ »6 after the Arabian manner) is a fortress in the territory
“of Nakhjidn, and situate in Long. 81-0, Lat. 50-0”(**). This
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lace is not mentioned either in the Tables of Nasser ad din

tsi, nor of Ulugh Beig ; but HAMDALLAH has not omitted,
although he notices Kdrs but slightly. It is,” says he,
“according to the work entitled Mujmaa al belddn, a city
* distant two days journey from Teflis; the air is pure, and the
* crops of corn abundant, the soil being highly productive”(™).
I must however remark, that he describes Kdrs neither as a
city of Armenia nor of Rém; but as one belonging to Geor-
-gia (Gurjestin JiuwsX) and Abkhdz(®).

Immediately after my return from the castle, I sent Mus-
TArA with the Ambassador’s presents to ABpaALLAH PA'sua’;
they consisted of a fine Cashmir shawl, a piece of light blue
cloth, and an English spy-glass; to these 1 added from my
own little stores, a bottle of strongly distilled cinnamon-water,
in which the Pdshé had been taught to expect very wonderful
medicinal virtues; all were arranged on a tray borrowed for
the occasion; and proved very acceptable. as heex pressed in
a letter of thanks, compliments and offers of services. Not-
withstanding this, the Tdtér Agds: or chief courier, whose
business was to furnish post horses, declared thata sufficient
number could not conveniently be procured for me before
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(See the MS. Nuzhkat al Cohf;:, c.-hta:?\.!l;. J\ warginal commentator in my best copy
of that work thiuks it pecessury to expluin the concluding words of this passage “ Zemin
mertifiaa qived,” they signily, he tells us, that
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*“ the produce which arises {roin that soil is good and plentiful,”

(®) Some copies of HAMDALLAH’S Geogruphy (cli. vi)read Aijéz ()Lﬁ"), others Anjéy

( _)‘.g:"), and the ssme confusion of diacridvical points may be observed in differemt
copies of N1ZA'M1'8 Secander Nameh, which informs us that this country was governed

by a chief called Dv’a’L1 ( ‘,J) in the time of Alexander. It appears from HAM-
DALLAH'S account to be saiic as Teflis ; and the orthography of its name is fixed by
the Dict. Burhdn Kalea; {tom this we learn that 4bkhdz ()Lc"\) is a province of”
which the ishabitants are wostly Christians vnd Fire worshippers  n the MS. Tahkik
al daréb, (a work of SA'DEK IsFA 1L A'NY), we also rend that « 4pkhsz is a ciiv on the
“““borders of Georgin; and that the whole terr-'m.r_v ix e len Dy the sume name,
M‘J& b,'l.l_‘)ﬂ.':.qﬂdu,‘ \-.J',,_,L'\u-j l‘ibu‘.—-u-;_,rn‘)h‘i

Haiton !berAr'ﬁ'a,inia):asaumm Geﬂgia‘: with Abcas. (Sg‘ﬂiat. Orient, de Haitom,
«h, x. in Bergeron’s Collection).
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the next evening; but the Pdshd, he said, had commanded him
to attend me on the journey, as far as Arzerdm. Meanwhile
several officers and servants, under various denominations,
crowded into my room, loudly demanding bakhshish (_ssts?),
or a pecuniary gratuity ; for this I referred them to MusTara,
who drove some away with violent scolding, and distributed
among others a few pieces of silver money. To these suc-
ceeded a party of more gentle and pleasing visitors; five or
six Armenian women, of whom one carrying an infant in her
arins, was eminently pretty.  The old proprietor of the house
introduced these ladics, who examiined with eager curiosity
the traine and curtains of my camp-bed; the white English
quilt and shects; the canteens and other European articles of

my baggage.

We remained at Kérs during the twentieth, some delay
having occurred in providing the requisite number of post
horses and wiules. I gave to Ka’sim BEic, now setting out
on his returi to the * Black Castle,” a letter, as he requested,
recommending him to the Serddr; besides a piece of cloth
and a spy-glass, the present intended by the Ambassador for
Kara Be1c, but which this predatory chieftain had forfeited
by his hostile conduct. It was also judged necessary by the
Mehmanddar and MusTtara, that a-small pecuniarv recom-
pense should be given to the yonng commander of our Curdi
guards, whose services terminated here. Although the sur-
rounding country seemed perfectly naked, yet in the city I
remarked several finc trumks ot fir-trees, drawn through the
strects by oxen; and learned that they had been brought from
a forest through which we should pass on our way to Arzerim;
it w.- added, ti:at this forest served not unfrequently as the
haunt of rebhers.  Dut we had little to apprehend, as the
Topchi $ash, cr coief officer of artillery, and nineteen well
armed horsemen, were ordered by the Pdshd to escort us the
three first or most dangerous stages. :

We set out on the twenty-first at three o’clock after noon,
and arrived at the village of Tosdni(_glub) betore nine. During
this ride ot about twenty ufiles, the road, which was sufficiently
good for any European carriage, lay wholly through a rich
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and fertile tract of deep black soil, in a state of excellent cul-
tivation.  But the steep mountains about Kdrs seemed rocky
and barren; and of trees, we saw only three or four; these
were willows, near that city.  The two-wheeled carts, howe-
ver, abounded ; and we metseveral loaded with bay and corn,
and others on which sat women and children returning with
much apparent gaiety from their work; a scenc which re-
minded me of that festive season, when our English peasants
celebrate the *¢ harvest home.”

On the other side of Kdrs I had already scen a few ploughs
drawn by fourteen and even cighteen oxen; but was now
surprised at the appearanfe of some with twenty and ot one
with twenty-four, harnessed together iy pairs.  Six or seven
men managed the cattle attached to these ploughs, sitting
often on the horizontal picces of wood to which the yokes
were fastened; one man walked behind, keeping the share
upright; this was not (I thought) pmpmtmnal)ly large, but
the whole plough, which moved on two wheels, scemed cum-
brous and ill-constructed ; 1t cut the ground, howcver, to a
good depth, and apparently with much expedition. This
fine plain was irrigated in various parts by means of large
water-wheels.  Sowme of the corn ficlds that it contained,
equalled or probably exceeded an English mile in length and
breadth. We passed by many villages, whercin, close to
almost every house, were seeri'the perpendicular post; the
cross-pole forming a lever, with the chain orrope and bucket,
for raising water [rom the well,” (See PI. LXXIX). l\[y
lodging Wt Tosani was in the Louse of AsTakHaL Ha'ss, a
man whose remarkable civility induced me to inquire and
record lus name.  Arriving about night-fall, we found a
blazing fire that might have served in winter; our host oht
served that here, on the verge of an extensive pine-forest,
wood was cheaper than candles; the fires, therefore, were
kindled rather to afford light than warmth. Of Tosdni, as of
most other villages through which we had passed dunmr the
last fifty or suty nnles, the houses, covered with muts of
wood, over which were thick layers of claiv or sand, and often
crops of luxuriant herbage, :esembled subterraneous recesses;
the stone-built fronts being in few instances above seven feet
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high, and the ground, on each side gradually sloping, (See
Pl. LXXIX). Contiguous to each habitation were piles of
fuel, prepared for winter use from the dung of cattle, mixed
up with chaff or straw, chips of wood, or even a little earth;
then formed into pieces twelve or fourteen inches long, and
dried, so as to appear like the peat or turf used in Scotland
and Ireland. These piles of fuel and barking dogs were often
the chiet indications of avillage; for strangers might pass nany
of those low and earth-covered houses, resembling externally
large mole hills, and not suppose them to be the habitations
of men: as far as [ could discern, all were constructed nearly
in the same manner,and accordigg to the plan given in Plate
LXXIX; comprehending simply one large chamber, ot which
by tar the greater portion is appropriated at night, or during
exCessive heat or cold, to cattle or poultry, whilst the owner
and his tamily occupy a small space, inclosed within rails,
and elevated two or three feet above the eommom level.
"This space, in the dwelling of my kind host at Tosani, was
floored and ceiled with deal ; and contained some shelves,
pegs for clothes, and a good-fire-place, besides a takht (s}
or broad wooden seat filling one side, on which I spread my
mattress. There were not any windows ; light entered with
air through the only door, and faintly through two apertures
in the roof(*). Such habitations certainly want inany con-
veniences; 1t must howevergﬁ considered, that they are prin-
cipally adapted to resist the €6ld, which in this country prevails
with extreme figour during several months of the year.
Cows, horses anf shecp, assembled under one roof with the
family, contribute to the warmth of all; where property isso
insecure, the master finds an advantage in viewing at once,
from the inclosed space, all that constitutes his wealth; and
custom reconciles him to the exhalation arising trom his cattle,
and the sinell of their filth ; circumstances. which, to an IEuro-
pean traveller, prove the chief nuisance of these stable or

(*) Tn some housas-which 1 did not happen $o see, the entrance (for human beings)
was said 10 be contrived by a descent from the ronf, as in the tinie of Xenr:rhon: when,
also, the goats, saeep, cows and fowls occupied the same subterraneous dwelling with
their owners: “A+ ¥ oucwar noay xarayzio, ro pey ITOHA WOREP GPIATOS, kAT e
at &' geoodos rots pev vieolvyiois opukray, ot de avSpwrenxara kKAiuacas xarsfaivoy, E: 3
TG OFIGLE naay aryed, oies, PBoss, opviedes, &c. (Xenoph, Anab, Lib IV, ¢, 8),
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cavern-houses. Tosdni did not afford one tree, mindreh or
steeple, or lofty edifice of any kind; but the good people, as
at other villages, had erected a pole with cross sticks at top,
for the accommodation of storks, which here enjoyed the
comforts of their nest in undisturbed tranquillity. From
the inhabitants of this place we heard many alarming anec-
dotes of robberies and murders, perpretrated by outlaws
infesting the gloomy forest of pines, through which we were
to pass on our way to the next stage; and though these reports
were probably much exaggerated, yet the Topchi DBashi
deemed it adviseable that we should not enter the scene of
threatenad danger by night; however unpleasant it might be
to travel during the heat of day Accordmély, on the
twenty-second, at seven o’clock in the morning, we com-
menced our journey from Tosdni. We soon pcrcmved some
distant pine trees on our lett, and about the sixth or seventh
mile arrived at the noble forest; in this we continued to pro-
cecd ftor sixteen or mghtecn miles ; the country, which secied
of a fine soil, presenting on both sides many beautiful pros-
pects; hills and dales. wmdmg rivers and woods. Dut much
suspicion was excited by the appearance of several horsemen,
armed mostly with spears, who advanced in a direction parallel
to ours, butat an interval of above a mile, halting frequently
on rising grounds as if to watcli our progress. From some
rusticks cmployul in making hay, (with rakes exactly like
those used in England), we learned that those men were
robbers who had constautly lulkﬁdbout the forest since the
preceding day, in cxpectation of a rich booty, which it was
supposed my baggage contained. Mustara immediately
proposed to the Topchi Béshi that we should attack, seize and
kill them, and hang their bodies on different trces along the
forest-road ; the Turkish officer allowed that this theasure
would be highly expedient, but declined the execution of it,
couly declarmg that he had been merely ordered to escort me
insalcty to the A'b-1-garm (oS i), a stream of warm and medi-
cinal water, hounding the ]m isdiction of ABDALLAT PA'sHA”.
We emerged from the forest, and before eight o’clock in
the cvening, having travelled about thir'y miles, alighted at
Medjenkirt u...a).\.-.;.) the castle, (on our left, as we Lmered
this village) looked stately when seen from a distance, but
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proved to be little more than a steep rock, of which the na-
tural crevices were filled up with masonry.  Scattered on our
road through the pine forest, (and in other places between
Kars and Arzerum ), lay many pieces of a black substance,
some fully as large as the human head ; of these 1 brought to
England three or four fragments(®). At Jhdgcnk:rr the
servants of [Tusein Kua’~ having, perhaps unintentionally,
given offence, were beaten by the men and pelted w ith stones
bv the women, who in the iury of objurgation trequcutly
styled them ¢ Persian dogs.”

We set out before eight o’clock on the twenty-#hird, and
having pr oceeded ten or eleven miles, halted about one hour
at A'b- -1-garm (}{ ), a fountain of “ warm water,” (as the
Persian name lmphvs) to which medicinal qualities were
pmhlsch attnibuted. Here the territories ot Kars and Arzerdm
join. In this fountain ten or twelve of our guards, (whose
persons evidently required much purific ation), undressed
themselves and bathed all at the same tune. 1 contrived,
notwithstanding, to ascertain that the degrec of heat in this
water was almost as great as the human bod veould well endure.
At A°b-i-garm, our prolevtmq the Topchi Bashi and his Deli
soldiers, consigned us to two oflicers, who brought me a polite
message and “welcome from the Pmlu‘i ol Arzerim. The
Topc hi Bashi’s services 1 rewarded with a pair ot handsome
pocket-pistols ; and some money was distributed among his
men, who immediately setsut on their return to Kérs, while
we went on sikteen or seventeen miles farther, and z.lrrived at
Bedrowds ((ulyw) between' four and five o’clock ~ In this
village, according to local report, were thirty tamilies of the
GreeL sect; two of the Armenian, and five of the Muham-
medan ; it contained also, three churches or places tor the
celebration of religious worship aftér the Greek rite.  But the
habitations were still of the mole-hill kind externally, and
within served as stables, like those already described. Yet
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(*) A lapidary in London declares this substance to be a volcanick production or
kind of lava ; sometimes called Ieelendick agate, also ** Lapis Obsidianus,” having been
first discovered in Ethiopia by Obsidius, as.| l(-arn from Beckmann (Hist. of Inven-

tions, Vol. L. Sect. of coloured glass); headds that it was named galinace by the Spane
iards, who brought it from America.
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I tanéied the style of architecture considerably 1mpmved
and was induced to delineate, (See Pl. LXXIX), the tront of
one house, which, though the maternals were rude and slmpk,
wore an appearance that might almost be termed *“ classical.”
Four rough trunks of trees suppmted an honzontal beam,
and over this projected the ends of other trunks, torming the
roof or rather ceiling; in some !espeus reseinbling an ancient
and half subterraneous temple. This structure is partially
represented in the general sketeh which T made, (See Pl
LXXVI1I), including a few other houses of this village; the
piles of fuel, such as have been betore noticed, and the road
Jeading towalds Arzerim. Pieces ot resinous fir-tree-wood,
su pph(,d the place of candles at Bedrowds.

24th. We set out by moonlight, soon after two o’clock,

and saw at least an hundred carts; some loaded with ]arg,t.
trunks of trees, others with deal boards, and many carrying
women and children to their harvest-work. Several beams
of extraordinary length were dragged on rollefs with small
wheels, by oxen or buffaloes Having proceeded 17 or 18
miles, we halted near Hassan Kelaa (4  we), o fine large
stone-walled town, at the foot of a majestick rock, cmwned
with a handsome and strong-looking castle, fromn which, as
we may reasonably suppose, the place has derived its name.
It was intended that this town should have been our manzel
for the day; but a person sent by the chief of Alwar (a village
distant about five miles), declared that some new ;lrraugemcnt
rendered it necessary tor us to remove thither. Meanwhile,
1 examified another spring of very warm water, frequented by
numerous bathers; over it a convenient vaulted chamber had
been constructed, exhibiting some carved stone-work on the
inside; this blllldmg was cio%e to the bridge crossing a branch
of the Araxes, below the castle. IHere we were deldyed SO
Jong that it was alimost noon before our journey terminated
at Alwar; an extensive village, comprising, besides many of
the cavern-houses already dcscnbcrl tlucc or four large and
handsome edilices, with windows and separate rooms.  In
one of these, (it was at first understooc ). the Muscllim (

as some of our party entijled the chiet or governor), had
invited me to lodge and partake of a collation; but some.
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difficulties seemed to have arisen on this subject; and my
manzel proved such as those which I had occupied at Bed-
rowds, Medjentirt and Tosani. The chief, however, visited
me a few minutes after our arrival; his servants bringing
coffee, pipes and sherbet. He continued also, every hour
untl dinner time in the evening, to send similar refreshments;
and his hospitalities closed with an ample meal of pilaw, eggs,
cheese and cream.  We had despatched from Alwar a mes-
senger to Am1’N Pa’sia’ (WY a)), announcing our approach;
and at midnight received an intimation that apartments were
provided for us at Arzertm. About six o’clock, therefore,
on the 25th, we set out, and proceeded through a fertile and
highly cultivated country nine or ten miles, wiien we metan
officer of the Pdsha’s establishment; threemen with kettle
drums; some chiaouses carrying each a silver wand, branch-
ing at the top so as to 8ppear not unlike theancient Caduceus;
besides many horsemen and other attendants. - The officer
delivered to me a very polite letter from the Fdshd; and men-
tioned that he had brought two horses (which were very
splendidly caparisoned), one for me, the other for Husern
]fu.&‘u, the Persian Mehindnddr. But to ride for two hours
on a Turkish saddle, with stirrups most inconveniently hung,
was an honour which, until within a mile of the city, I de-
clined ; we passed through long streets of good stone build-
ings, and alighted at the house of an Armenian family, having
travelled about seventeen miles. During the journey of this,
as of the preceding day, we passed on the road side, many
fountains, one almost at every mile, with spouts and troughs
neatly cut in marble, some bheing covered with archts, pre«
serving the water in its original coolness, even while the sun
glowed with wost powerful heat. These fountains, so yy-
merous throughout Turkey, constitute a luxury unknown in
Persia, where the water of one reservoir (ambdr ,\s\ or hewz
és~)s is sometimes the sole supply for a long day’s march ;
and even this most commonly defiled by the ablutions of
filthy hands and beards.

At Arzerqm, through the Pdshd’s especial favour, qur bage
gage was Lot submilled to the examination of custom house
officers, although I found it necessary Lo satisfy their clamor-
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ous demands for bakhshish (_srtss), (gratuity or gift), a word
erpetually hissing in our ears since we first entered the Turk-
1sh territories. The packages were at once deposited in my
apartmgnt, which, it appeared, belonged to an old Armenian
convent; the kitchen was, particularly, spacious; with an
arched recess containing many stew-holes, and other culinary
conveniences ; it was also furnished with excellent water by
by means of a cock. In the principal room allotted to me
were two fire places, one at each end, with chimney pieces
of carved stone: but a wall not very thick formed the sole
partition between this room and a crowded cemetery which,
with a stagnant pond at the door, contributed, as I imagined,
to infect the air, and was, perhaps, the,cause of Mr. Price’s
illness during our residence here; he, however, and others of
the party, had been slightly indisposed at different periods
since the commencement of our journey from Tabriz We
received a present consisting of weak and bad wine, good or
at Jeast very strong arrack, and a tray of sweet-meats, imme-
diately on our arrival; and soon after, a visit ffom the thet
Armenians of Arzerdm; they promrsed to send next day, in
consequence of my inquiries concerning antiquities, a inan
who possessed several gems and medals. Meanwhile, the
Tdtar Agasi (who bad accompanied us from Kdars) proceeded
to the cammp, where Am1’N Pa’sna’, being Seraskier or gene-
ral, mostly resided during the summer season. The Tétdr’s
oby-u was to fix a certain time when 1 might pay the Péshé
myrespects. Therewere some showers of rain in the evening,
with much thunder, and at night the wind blew violently. 1
learned,’early on the 26th, that the Pdshd would be ready to
recewc my visitatoneo’clock; before which houraman brought
teen or nineteen silver coins of the Arsacidan kmga, with
(neek legends as usual, and neither rare nor curious in any
particular circumstance, yet valued at a price far exceeding
gold of equal weight. Next came a man offering for sale
ten or twelve trlﬂm gems, chiefly engraved carnelions and
onyxes; of which I purchased a 1ew he estimated miuch
more highly and Irejected, some bezoars and serpent-stones,
1. shdkh-1-mdr ()l £\3), “snake’s horns,” and similar articles.
ut the grand Objefl of teipptation was reserved for the last;
amd from astonishing accounts given by various Armenians,
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and the price fixed on it by the proprictor KHoJEH ARETU'N,
I had formed expectations of something e.(]uall y beautiful
and ancient; these however were considerably disappointed
when it proved to be a Camco, exhibiting the three kings ge-
nerally styled Magi, presenting their gifts to the infant Jesus;
this device was sculptured on a very handsome Sardonyx
(in form oval, and nearly three inches long by two and a
quarter wide), the ground being dark brown, and the figures
relicved in a lighter brown and in white. The star which
had guided the Magi appeared near one end of the stakle ;
and there was some good exccution displayed in their horses
standing at a distance; angels hovering in the air, and a
shepherd carrying aelamb on his back.

At the hour appointed, one o'clock, I set out along with
three ‘T'urkish ofticers sent by the Pdshd, Huspin KHA'N
the Melmdnddr, Musta¥a the Tdatar,and two Persian grooms,
rode through the city, and procecded about fonr miles to the
plain which afforded a lively and pleasing view, being irre-
gularly spotted with tents, mostly white andrsome of a pale
green colour. 1 was at first conducted to one very large and
sumptuous, in which a man of high rank, rechning on a sofa,
invited me to seat myself near him ; around him stood seve-
ral attendants richly clothed and armed with long silver-
mounted pistols ; after ten minutes an officer announced that
the Pashd expected me at his tent ; this was completely open
in front, and exhibited a brilhant display of oriental splen-
dour; whilst forty or fifty soldiers, maguificently habited, were
stationed in rows on either side. 'The Pashd welcomed ime
with much civility ; he seemed old and his complexion was
extremely dark; he wore, however, a rose, or rather pink col-
oured robe, lined with the finest snow-white fur ; his seat was
a long sofa, and, beside it, a smallér one had been placed for
me, and immediately opposite, another for Husein Kna’n,
who as on former interviews with Turks, acted the part of
my interpreter, although I could myself understand the ﬂg&-
neral tenour of what was said. After a refreshment of coffee,
pipes, sherbet and sweet-meats, I delivered the Ambassa-
dor’s letter, and directed MusTaFA to bring the presents ;
two Indian shawls and an English gun; this at the. Pdshd’s
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uest 1 took from its case and put together. IHe showed
me a blunderbuss with seven barvrels, whieh one lock of ex-
traordinary mechanism sufliced to discharge ; *“it is, said he,
“my great favourite, a gift sent to me last year by your bro-
“ther.” He then mentioned his profound respect for the
Prince Regent of England and the King of Persia, which had
induced bun to exempt my baggage trom the custom-house
duties; and added, that one of his own Tdtirs, in whom the
utmost confidence might be placed, should attend me the
whole way to Constantinople ; and that he would, besides,
write letters to the governors of Kara hissar, Tokat, and other
places on the road, which might facilitate my progress, and
secure mc from injury or sult.  He concluded with a pre-
sent of some flowers, and a most polite invitation to dinner
on the 28th at his camp, whence, he said, I might proceed
in the evening to Iljah, (4a)) the first stage, distant barely
two saat (cels) or hours (about six miles), cach saat being
such a space as travellers with loaded mules or.herses con-
veniently travel witlun onc hour.

The delay of two days enabled us to make several arrange-
ments necessary on the commencement of such an expedition
as the journey from Adrzerdm to Constantinople ; during
which, (computed between seven and eight hundred miles),
it was not intended that we should halt many hours in any
one place; no more than the Prince Regent’s horses might
require for vest.  Some Armenian women undertook to wash
for us a sufficient stock of linen  We repaired various pack-
ages that had been damaged by kicks trom horses, or by falls
on the road; and fresh wmules were provided to carry our
baggage, under the management of a careful charwaddr, and
twa or three assistants, young and active Curds or Assyrians,
natives of Carctc(®); On my return from the camp, a poor
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(*> Sometimes pronounced Kerkdt, but written properly in the MS. History of

TaMa'® by Suxriv Avt yxzo1, (<S5S) Carek; and Carcouc by the French
trapslator of that work (M. Petis de Ix Croin ) (Liv. 1T e e 35), who places it in long.
76-35, lat. 35-25. Mr. lves visited Kircoote in the year iioth, und suys  that it lies
in 35-30 of North latitude.” (T'rav. p. 3d1). Kerkouk appeared to D'Aaville as the
Dematsias of Strabo and the Corcura of Ptolemy,
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man clad in patched and squalid rags, solicited pecuniary
relief, speaking English very intelligibly ; and informing mé
that he was a Russian prisoner, and had formerly served
many years as a sailor in one of our frigates, the Quebec.
After him came a Georgian, whose appearance declared the
utmost affliction. His daughter and two sons had been taken
from his house by a Janizary, who now threatened that he
would sell the girl, and compel the boys to become Muham-
medans, unless ransomed within a stated time for a certain
sum of money. 'The Armenian Christians had collected, by
charitable subscriptions in their churches, a considerable
portion of the sum demanded; towards which this unhappy
father requested my contribution. 'The truth of his lament-
able story was confirined by all present, and indirectly, by a
circumstance which I had previously learned while passing
through the b4zdrs or market places; forit was mentioned that
in one of these, several Georgian girls were exposed to publick
sale, ‘with scime young boys whom the Turks had lately ob-
tained among other plunder on the Russian frontiers.

Concerning the great city of Arzerdm, its stone-walled casule
situate on a hill, its hadly paved streets, and other particulars
of its modern state, I committed to paper a few remarks has-
tily made; but these have since been completely anticipated
in Mr. Morer’s very accurate description, and the reader
desirous of informatien on this subject, will receive more
satistaction from consulting that ingenious traveller’s work,
than trom any account which I could furnish. The same
extravagant statements of population noticed, and very pro-
perly reduced by him, were given to me. Yet in allowing
270,000 or 275,000 inhabitants, he has perhaps retained too
much of the local estimnate. Like all persons recently accus-
tomed to the decaying and half deserted cities of Persia,
was much struck with the bustle of Arzerégm, and the crowds
of people that filled its streets; my superficial observations,
bowever, would not authorise me to rate their numbers evea
50 high as two hundred thousand. Respecting the ancient
statc of Arzerim, but little success has attended my inquiries.
D'Herbel6t, and after him D’Anville, discover it in. that.
city of which the name is written Ar¢z¢ by Cedrenus (in the.
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eleventh century), and they likewise seem inclined to derive
its present name from the Arabick words Arez al Roum (or
Aredh ar’ Ram(”) ; signifying ** the land of the Riémians or
““ Greeks;” this place being on the borders of Armenia and
Cz;gpadocia or Pontus(®). But their derivation, though
sufficiently conformable to the spelling found in vne histori-
cal Persian manuscript, (which however omits the Arabick
article «/); and to modern usagc in epistolary correspondence,
cannot easily be reconciled with that orthography which we
may trace to the thirteenth century of ourera,when Nassir ap
»1°N T'u’s1, in his Tables, wrote the name 4rzen al rivm () iifs)
a form observed by the most celebrated geographers, Ham-
paLLali, ULuGH Beig, Sa’nix Israna’~i, and others(®).
To me it appears doubtful whether the last three letters of
Arzeram belonged to the original name; butl believe that the
first three, without reference to uny Arabick word, represent
the chict and ancient radical letters; and 1 fancy that these,
whatever transposition they may have suffered whilst passing
through the hands of successive copyists or the press, may
be recognised in Azora (AZwpa), to which Ptolemy (Lib. v. c. 13),
assigns 76 d. 30 m. of longitude, and 40 d. 40. m. of latitude,
a position very nearly comcident with that of Arzerdm, ac-
cording to the Fastern geographers; three of them (Nassie
AD vI'N, Urvcu Bejc, and Sape' Israna’nNi), placing it
in long. 77-0; lat. 39-40. Hamparrau informs us that this
city, “appertaining to the fifth climate, is situate in long:
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™ ‘o,)!\ cp?)‘. L of the Arabick article al beipg dropped in pronunciation or chauged

nto an R, as in the well known surpame of the Knaci’Fan HA'RU'N, M)\ AL
RASHI'D pronounced AR'RASHI'D,

(*) “Arzeroum ou Evzeroum, nom corrompu d’Arzalroum qui signific en Arzbe
“ Terre des Romuins ou des Grecs; cette ville est située dans le pays de Roum, ou
“ plut6t sur les confins de I'A rmeuie et de la Cappadoce,” &c. (D'Herbelot Bibliot,
Orient. See also D'Anville’s Geogr. Anc. Armenie).

"(*) In the MS Aulum Aréi Abbisi, compuserd about 200 years ago, the name is
written )] U")h and in the list of Turkish cities and post towns which 1 procured at
Constantinople, the same leiters are combived as if formmng only a single word s o )\.
The name appeared Arzheneh ar'yim (("J)“ 4.!3,\) on a '‘tter entrusted to my care
at Tadris; aud in the MS. History of TAiMU'R by SHERIF ALI YE2ZDI [ find it

simply written Arzeréiem (r; Ai)‘).‘
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“(from the Fortunate islands), 77-0; and lat. (from the equin-
“ octial line), 39-30. 1t contains, (4dds he), a certain church
“of exuaordlrfary size; exceeding in heighth all other edifi-
“ces of that country; and in the church was once a lofty
“ gumbed, a dome or cupola; the dimensions of which were
“fifty gaz (nearly fifty-six English yards), by fifty gaz; one
“side of the vault of this gumbed tell down, on the night when
¢ (Muhainmed) was born, the seal or last and greatest of the
1 propl.ets, on whom and on Lis family be the blessing of God!
*“and although great exertions were made in endeawurmtf to
“repair it, the building still fell, so that the work was never
“accomplished ; and uppuslte, to that church, one of the
“ Musclivén sovereygns erected a masjed or mosque, on the
# plan ot the Caabeh (or square temple at Meccah ), equalling
“ this structure i breadth and length; that mosque therefore
‘‘is called Nemaddr-e-Caabeh or model of the Caabeh ; ana the
‘““revenue vielded by Arzen ar’ rém amounts to two hundred
“and twenty:two thousand déndrs or pieces of gold”(®).

Ha\ ing forwarded our baggage properly guarded towards
Hjah, 1 proceeded at three o’clock on the twenty-eighth day
of July, trom Arzerion to the Péashé’s canp, conducted by one
of his officers, and mounted, for the first time, on a post-
horse; such as mav be pmcured ateevery regular stage
throughout the 'Turkish Empire. 1 had hitherto ridden
Persian horses of the Ambassador’s establishment, and it was
now necessary that these should be sent back to Tabriz.
'I'wo personages very splendidly dressed, one the treasurer,
the® other a son of the Pdsha, received me at the door of a
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spacious tent, furnished with much elegance, and exhibiting
an article of luxury most particularly grateful at this season
of excessive heat; close to the sofa on which we sat was a
fountain or reservoir sunk sixteen or eighteen inchies in the
earth, and nearly four feet square, supplied with cool and
limpid water, apparently by subterraneous means of com-
fmunication ; after the usual refreshiments and some conver-
sation- here,” a servant announced that the Pdshd’s duer,
was ready ; and as his hospitable invitation coniprehicaded
any persons that I might choose to bring, Huskin Ku v the
Mehméandar, and My Price, partook with me of this extraor-
dinary banquet. Within a few yards of the Pésha’s tent, but
in the open air, a large round tray was placed upon an iron
frame ; thus tforming a kind of low table. about which our
host, his son, the treasurer, two or three other Turks, and we,
the strangers, asscimbled, and after the customary ablution
of hands, seated ourselves on carpets and cushions.  Nume-
Tous servauts waited, who pertormed their diffirent duties
with equal silence, attention and respect; richly embroidered
napkins of fine texture, were spread on the necks and knees
of all the guests, each being accommodated with a wooden
spoun and a hamdsome sherbet-cup of glass. The table at
first displayed some saucers of sliced cucumber, bread,
cheese, salt, and varigus little things which were notremoved
during the entertainment; but to an ample dish of soup suc-
ceeded, after two or three minutes, one of the same size filled
with stewed vegetables: the place of this was immediately
suppliedl by another containing yoasted lamb; a fourth, sweet
yelly ;*a fifth, piuw; sixth, sweetimeals; seventh, fowl, and
many others, all diffcrent; the guests seldom taking more than
one wouthiul from each; thus the pages continued to put
before us and to take away, so many dishes, that haviag
reckoned as far as torty, I became weary of the account;
but think that the whole number must have exceeded seventy;
and of those which I tasted, (torty, or perhaps fiity), most
were gouwd and palatable, and some few of such particular
excellence as might have augmented 'he reputation of any
Parisian cook. The sherbet too whs of delicious flavour; und
we concluded, as we-had commenced, with Lhe washing of
hands. During this entertainment, which lasted a consider
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‘able time, we were gratified with instramental and vocal
musick ; two men played on small violins of the kind called
rehdb (o0b)), Bnd two on guitars ; singing occasionally in a
very softand mclodious manner; but especially so, at leastin
my opinion, when they performed Persian airs; and in these,
although Turks, they seemed to excel; preferring them pro-
bably to their own. 1 was much pleased, on hearing once
more, a sweet song which had become familiar to my ear
“at Shiraz and Tehrdn. After coffee and pipes, the Pdshd,
with many civil speeches, gave me a handsome horse, and I
set out from the camp, which seemed of small extent, formed
rather as a plgpsant summer residence than for any military
object. Husein Kna’n obligingly accompanied me to
Ilijah, distant from the camp between five and six miles, and
nearly as much from drzeram; at which city his functions of
Mehmbandar had terminated ; and he now took leave, with an
intention of proceeding the next day on his return to Tabriz,
The springs of water, naturally warm, have long rendcred
Tlijah (, M) the resort of numerous invalids; respecting them
I shall extract a passage from that rare MS. work, the Shejret
Mustafery (splae 3,8%): “ Arzen @’ rim is a celebrated city,
‘““and there 1s the fountain called Aien al Forat, or Source of
*“ the Iluphrates ; whoever in spring-time bathes or washes in
“the water of this fountain, becomes free from disease”(%),
I did not visit the baths, but took an opportunity of enjoying,
near this village, a partial ablution in the Euphrates, ot which
the stream, now very shallow, flowed in a bed of such capa-
ciousness as proved, that during other seasons the river must
be here considerable, although so near its source, and so
remote from its final issue into the Persian Gulf. Iremarked
that while some pronounced the name correctly, as written,
Frdt or Ferdt, others gave to the first letter such a sound as
might be most nearly expressed by a supposed combination
of m and v, thus Muvordt or Mvordd; and from this pronun-
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It is added that a fountain nearéﬁme%:{;l:ends 'fo‘;lh i!:.::al::- ﬁlﬂ‘?\dr’r loiz

moise, but that any beast approaching it, dies oh the spot; and therefore a guard is.
stationed there.
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ciation has, perhaps, originated the name of Morad, which
dlstmg,unhc s in some maps another branch of this celebrated
river. We find lljuh twice mentioned (and. 1t may be said,
under its piesent name) in the Natural History of Phny,who,
describing the Buphrates, traces the course of this river to
Mount Taurus, near the Armenian Elegia; a town or city
which Ptolemy. Solinus, and Stephanus Byzantius, also
notice(*). 'This place was the scene of a memorable slaugh-
ter, when, (in the year 162), an army of Romans which
\evcndnuq, governor of Cappadocia, had stationed here, was
completely destroyed by the Parthians; who, under Volo-
geesus(*®) the second, having inclosed or sugrounded them,
transfixed with arrows all the private soldiers and their chiefs;
as appears from the historical work of Dion or Dio, epitomised.
by Xiphilinus(*)

We set out on the 29th at sunrise, and rcached the little
village of Ashkelaah (:£38Y) at one o’clock; distartdfrom Llijak
26 or 27 miles; the intermediate road was good ; we saw on
it many carts, but only one building of any kind, a ruined
caravansera situate nearly halt-way. 'The violent heat an-
noyed us wuch this day, and we were deprived of rest in the
evening by thousands of gnats and fleas.

Soon after midnight we left Ashkelaal, and at eight o’clock
on the 30th, lhl\'an travelled about 26 miles, established our
manzel under the shade of some fine old trees, in a beautiful
meadow on the bank of the Luphrates. 'This noble river,
during the last twenty miles of our journey, flowed close to
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(") ¢ Elegiam Armenize,” &c. * Apud Elegiam oceurrit ei Taurus mons nec resiatit,”
&c, (Lih. V. cap 24). Hheyia. (Ptal Geogr. Lib. V cap. 18). *“Quem (Taurum
montem) upud Eleg eam scindit (Euphrates).” (Solin. Polyhist. cap 33). The name
s 50 corrected after manuscripts by the learned Salmasius ; who says * ita recte libri—
“ mulé in ante hac editis Selini Ehgea.” (Plinian, Exercit, p. 448). Eléyuia, xXwpioy
wepay Evppdros, &c. (Steph. de Urbib)

(*: This numie is written by Greek and Roman historians Ovohoyaieos, OvAoyaai ses,
Boldyeoos, Vologeses, &c,

**) O yap Owha-yaum roAtpov r)pEs «ausrparoweloy re ohoy Pupairoy ro vro TeGnpravew ,
nerayuevor ev rn Eleyela (% Piw reve Ty Apptwas) emoxwy xavrodey, avrous nyepor,
xprerofevoe kae diegpPefpe. (Xiphil, Epitom, Dionis in M. Antonin, Philosoph, hist),.
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.us on the left, gradually and almost perceptibly increasing
each hour as we advanced, by the accession of numerous
mountain-streams; contributing to form, what afier their
passage through many celebrated regions were styled by the
royal psalmist ¢ the waters or rivers of Babylon” (523 mw);
and have been dignified by various ancient writers with the
epithet ¢ great”(**), and even more emphatically styled ¢ the
“river”(*").  About half a mile from the spot where we halted
were some remains of a caravansera, but so intested by snakes,
scorpions and flies, that it had acquired the name of Shaitdn
deresi (_weyo Jus) or the “devil’s mansion;” and there were
but few”ot our party besides mysell who ventured to explore
its recesses.  As it was known that this place would not furnish
any provision, we had brought some from Ashkelaak, and
whilst our servants were engaged in preparing dinner, I took
an opportunity of bathing in the Euphrates, and of swimiing
across its stream, here very broad and rapid, and even at this
season of drought, fromn five 1o six feet deep in the nuddle;
the water, although warm and not remarkably clear, afforded
me a very pleasant draught(*); itabounded with fish of various
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(*) Thus in the Book of Joshua (ch. I.v. 4) f19B 1) Yy TR even unto
the Great River, the River Euplirates.”  And in the Lievelation or Apocalvpse of Saint
John we find  the great River Euphrates, r& morapd 7 peyadw E'vgparn.” (ch. 1X,
v. 14). In the Pharsalia ulso of Lucan, it is thus mentioned, “ Quaque caput rapide
* tollit cum Tigride mognus—Euphrates,” &c, (Lib. 111. v. 256).

(*) “Euphrates, =773 quando absolutd ponitur, Isai. X1. 15. Castel. Lexic. Polygl.
p. 3089, in 1D NI, per Amtonomas. Jordanes, swpius Euphrates qui terminus Terree
Sanctz eamque « ircuivit nec eo majus flunien Judais potum ™ ib. p. 223%  “ ldem
““inde perspicunm est quod fluvius iste in confiniis Terre Sancta constitutus vocatur
“xar’ eioyqv "WINT FLUVIUS ILLE.  Ita vero apertissimé uppellatur Euphiates.”
Exo . XXI1IL 34, fesai. XXVIL. 12, See Dav Millii Dissert : Select. p. 300. 1n the
third Dissertation (De Nilo et Euphrate) his object is to demonstrate that the Holy
Land, which God preserved to the posterity of Abraham, was properly bounded by
the Nile and the Euphrates. In the course of this Dissertation he successfu!lv com-
bats the strange opinion of a certain learned mau in Germany, (““ Est tamen i quis
‘e dam doctus in Germania,. &ec. p, 196;, who uffirmed that the words VB "3 or
“ River Phrath,” did not imply the great Euphrates, but another river falling into the
sea hetween Tyre and Sarcpta. ’

(") Dr. Leonhart Rauwolff, who in the year 1574, passed seventeen days at &ér on the
Fuphrates, tells us that this river *“is continually muddy, and therefore nima-t not fit’
“to be drunk, except you let it stand two or three hours until the sand and mud is
*sunk down to the botiom, which sometimes i of the thickness of an inch.,” See
Rauwolf’s Travels in Ray's Collection; partIL ch, I. p. 128; Oct, Lond. 1008, But
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kinds, and some, resembling trouts, nearly two feet long,
allowed me to approach them within three yards, springing
“with much eagerness to catch the flies that struggled on the
surface. It was now to me a subject of much regret that I
had broken at Igfahdn my English fishing rod(*®).

Having dined, and slept a few hours under the large trees,
-we mounted our horses by star-light, at nine o’clock, and
proceeded along the right bank of “the Fuphrates about two
and twenty nnles, durmg which almost as many rivualets dis-
eharged themselves into that river(*). We then Tost si ight of it,
and went on ten or eleven miles farther, by a stony road over
steep, rugged and lofty mountains, to the village of Kara
Kﬂlak (3% o3, a name signifying “black cars,”) where we
ahghted b(lOll after six o’clock on the morning of the thirty-
first, having travelled about one or perhaps two ana thirty
mlles. This extensive village consisted chicfly of the hall-sub-
terraneous babitations, such as have been already described.
I saw but two houses of a diflerent or better &oastructicn ;
one was the post house, where we found a Tédtar courier on
his way from Arzerdn to Constantinople, and three or four
other men assembled before a cheerful wood-fire; this proved
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Mr. Juckson, who in the year 1797 went from Basrak to Constantinople, savs, I can-
* not quit the Euplirates without taking notice of its sulubrious water, which is by much
“ lhe most pleasant that | ever tasted; though very muddy when it is first taken up it

‘ soon becomer perfectly clear, and while 1 could get this water, T had not the least
“ deslm for either wine or spirits.” See (“ Joumeylromlndm "&e. Lond. 1799; p. 57).

(**) Rauwolff, speaking of Bir on the Eupbrates, says: * During the time of our
* staying there, they bronght us several sorts of fishes they had caught in the river to
“ sell; and among the rest one sort called Geirigi, which in theis shape and scales were
* very like uuto carps, only they were not so thick in the belly, but a great deal longer
““and bigger, so that somctimes one of them did weigh three rotulus of their weight,
« which 1s abont sevenicen ar eighteen of our pounds. They are very delicate and
¢ good to eut, und so chicap thal we could buy oue for one medin, in our money worth
“ahout three pence.” See “Rauwolfl's Travels, in Ray’s Collection;” Dart, 1. ch. I.
p-126. Of the same kind were probably those noticed by Mr. Eyles Irwin, at Anna,
in the year 1781. * We fared very sumptuously to day, says he, on good mutton and
“ fish, which were carp from the Euphrates, of a size that perhaps no table in Europe
*“could bomst.” See the very interesting account of his "I'ravels in the Supplement,
to * A Series of Adventures,” &ec, Third Edition, Vol 11, p. 315, Lond. 1787,

" (*) I must reserve for some other occasion, what was originally designed for i insertion
here, a digressive chapter on the Eupﬂrates, noticing incidentally some strange opiu-
jons cntertained by learned men coucerning the Terrestrial Paradise.,

3p
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by no means unpleasant to us who had been chilled by the
morning air, as we ascended many lofty hills and rugged
rocks, by a path extremely difficult and dangerous, during
the last three hours, or from that place where we lost sight of
the Euphrates, and to which a person might almost have come
from Kéars in an European four-wheeled carriage, so good
had generally been the intermediate road. 1 had latterly
remarked but few of those fountains which the Turks are so
fond of adorning witlr cut-stone fronts, arches, and often with
inscriptions ; and which in many parts of their Asiatick pro-
vinces, offer themselves to the thirsty traveller every quarter
of an hour; some I may have passed during the darkness of
the night; but between Ashkeluah and Kara Kilik, the
country is so admirably supplied by nature with numerous
streams of excellent water, that such artificial substitutes
would have been superfluous.

On the first of August weset off at six in the morning, and
soon after nine reached the village of Loéri (s,4), distant trom
Kara Kilik eleven or twelve miles.  Our baggage, 1 know
not why, was sent by the summer road, and we took that
chiefly frequented in winter; both very bad and stony,
crossing many steep hills. At the foot of one, about half-
way, we rode through a considerable ordé, a tribe or encamp-
ment ot Turcomdns, such as the Persians style siah-chadrin
() o), “those who dwell in the black or dark brown-
“coloured tents.” The land, although mountainous, ap-
peared fertile; it abounded with fine springs, but.did not
exhibit any trees. At Léri ve were lodged in the house of a
respectable and very obhging farmer. It was spacious, and
so cool, that while the sun’s heat at mid-day proved almost
intolerably oppressive in the open air, a wood fire in the room
did not compel me to rise from the carpet on which I lay
within two yards of its blaze. The place occupied by us,
was scparated from the stable, (both as usual being under one
roof) by a boarded partition about four feet and a half high.
Here we were feasted at breakfast with good buttér, fresh
eggs, and brown, but most excellent bread; our host brought
me as a present some small trouts, still alive, and at dinner
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we had them with lamb and fowls. It was said that another
village within three miles, contributed to this feast(*").

At eight o’clock in the evening we left Léri; travelled all
night, and arrived at Chiftlic (S\%>) before seven on the
morning of the second; during this journey, ol about thirty
miles, we crossed by paths extremely steep and in some parts
dangerous, several lofty mountains; the name of one, as
MusTara informed me, was Ihnali-ddgh or *“ the wild apple-
“hill.”  We lost our way for at least an hour in the dark, but
soon recovered the right road when the moon appeared,
enabling us at the same time to enjoy some very grand, though
indistinct prospects, and to remark the windings of a beau-
tiful strcam, above which we rode, sometimes half asleep, on
the very brinks of precipices, deep and rocky. The common
post-horse that carried me, being accustomed to these scenes,
walked over the steep and rugged rocks with perfect safety,
whilst those of other countries evinced considerable terror,
and in some places were not, without much difficulty, led or
driven along. At Chiftlic, which seemed a good large town,
we did not occupy the post-house, as its late keeper had
absconded, and a successor had not been yet appointed.
Our lodgings were at the dwelling of a private person. Here
by the advice of my Tatdr companions, 1 dismissed with
bakhshish ((tass) or a pecuniary recompense, the soldiers
who had accompanied us as guards from Arzeriun, by order
of the Péasha. Yet it was atterwards deecined necessary, in
consequence of alarming reports concerning robbers, that
.ootm”-m”00““0”0”;“00000“0”“0“00.“0

(*) The ‘conveniencies improve as we ad vance; the raised seats about the rooms are
higher ; 1he fire-places resemble those of the antique fashion in Europe; and at the last
stage, ( Kure Kaldk ) and here, we remarked a few chimnies rising two or three fect
above the roof, and the post houses are ceiled with deal boards and have a room u
stairs, At Léri I was induced to sketch the fire-place inmy chamber, (See Pl, LXXI1X j;
with the raised hearth, tongs, candlestick end snuffers fastened by a chain, and other
articles: a handsome carpet covered the floor close up to the hearth; this was in a
yrivate dwelling, but even the post-houses”furnish many comforts not found in the

ersian caravenseras; coffee, milk, eggs, bread, carpets and pillows; but I could sel-
dom contrive to enjoy a draught of water in its original purity ; for a bucket stands
near the outer door with a cup beside it, which every fel.ow, However dirty or diseased,
heated or bearded, fills from the bucket, dipphg in his hand at the same time; and
should he leave any water in \he cupyrit is biended with the main stock by the next
person who comes to drink, °
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four armed men should be hired to attend us during part of
the next stage.

We set out from Chiftlic at ten o’clock, the night being
very dark ; travelled without intermission about twenty-eight
miles, and at six the next morning, (August the 3d), alighted
in the village of Shirdn (\a2). During the first twelve or
tourteen miles our road lay through a forest, not very thickly
planted; nor, (if the darkness allowed me to discern objects
rightly) containing many tall or bulky trees. In passing
through it about midnight, I was much struck with the ap-
pearance of several fires, around which were collected various
groups of persons belonging to a caravan, now halting here.
"The vivid coruscations of light which gleamed from the blaz-
ing wood, and cast a reddish glare on many turbaned heads
and bearded visages, produced an extraordinary effect amidst
the deep nocturnal shade of the surrounding forest. Shiran,
although possessing some natural beauties of situation, (on
the side of a'hill), comprised but a few mean houses of the
cave or stable kind.  Yetit could formerly boast of two Ar-
menian churches; one stood within three or four hundred
yards of the village, on our right as we approached from
Chiftlic. 1 visited the ruins and found several sculptured
stones, both without the walls and inside, exhibiting crosses
of different forms. In the small door-way of this church a
large stone was so laid, that & man even of moderate stature
could not go through, unless <tooping almost double. 1t may
be supposed that this was a contrivance of the original arch-
itect, whereby he designed tu exclude the Turkish horsemen,
or to oblige all who entered even on foot, to bow at the sacred
threshold, under the sign of the cross. But it is not impro-
bable that the carved horizontal stone, which 1 have delineated
in the sketch, (Pl. LXXI1X), had once covered some grave,
and was subsequently inserted in the place where it now ap-
pears. 'The cemetery here, as in other parts of Asia, contained
many figures of rams, very large and rudely cut in stone;
some being represented with collars, It was here that an
Armenian (mentioned in Yol. I. p. 271) who spoke Persian,
observed me examining them, ancf said that they were erected
in allusion to the \us o,y Barreh-i- Khudd, or ¢ Lamb of God.”



