
DEATH 01' L'ISL'E ADAM. 43 

the knights found means of lodging themselves, the to,,!D can· 
~istiug of but 1\ few fishermen's cabins. Nor were they Rny 
better satisfied with the appearance of the island itself: the 
sterility of its soil, and the lIeees8ity of fetchtng their vcry 
bread from Sicily, the poverty and rudeneSl! of the inhabitants, 
with the absence of any place of defence in case they should be 

attacked, painfully recalled to thcm, lJY contrast, the rccolleetiou 
of Rhode!>, so abundant in grain and frnit.'l, wealthy by com. 
meree, and possessing fortifications all hut impregnable. 

These disadvantages induced both the Grand Master and his 
knights to attempt the seizure' of Modon, a harbour on the coast 
of arccce, which might serve them as an advanced post for the 
recovery of Rhodes, but this plRu having failed, L'Isle Adam 
at length decided upon devoting all his energies to the ft)rti· 
fiClltion of Malta. The period wa.ll extremely pritiea1. The 
famous 1\lrkillh cO~!lir, llarbnrossa, swellt tliC neighbouring 
sca!l, and, conscious how unfit werc the defences of Fort 
St. Angelo to maintain a siege, the knights ea.rnestly besought 
L'Islc Adam to rctire himself into Sicily, leaving behind a 
garrison for the defence of the place; hut the generous old mall 
courageously rejected this advice. "Nen:f," he exclaimed, 

• «hn,'c I fled before the enemies of the Cross, and ne"er, tu llI'C

serve the remains of a languishing exi ... tencc, will I be seen to 
!let so bad an example to my followers." U ndcr his prudent 
administn\tioll, the works were strengthened, new gallies con
structed, alld Malta, from 11 weak and defenceless port, soon 
grew up to be the bul wark of Christendom, and the terror of the 
African corsairs. Dut the declining days of L'Isle Adam were 
embittered by internal disputes, engendered by that la:'dty of 
di!;cipline which 80 long an exile had introduced, and he ill said 
to have regarded it &1!0 the greatest "af all his misfortunes, that 

he should have survived the loss of Rhodes, only to become a J 
wi~s of the violence a~ ::nsuhordination of his knights. His 
chftgnn WREI further increased by the arrival of many of the "English 
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Hospitallers in a stllte of destit.ution, bringing the unwelcome 
< 

news of the establishment of the Reformation, hud the spoliation 
of the property of the Order. lIe W!\8 seized with a fever, 
whicb rapidly \!onsumed his remaiuing strength, aud expired in 
tbe arms of his beloved knight~, on the 21st of August, 1534. 

'I'he suit of armour worn by L'lslc Allam is preserved in the 
Armoury of Valetta, Iln<I shows him to bave been of stature 
somewhat less than the middle height, but of robust and 8incwy 

frame, capable of enduring greater fatigue and hard8hip than 

others of more b>1ant bulk. 
:Malta now became every day more powerful and formidable, 

the knights devoting especial attention to their marine; and 
their galleys were eonsblntly to be seen returning to the hlll'hour, 
bringing with them valuable prizell takcn from the infidela. 
ThUll they delivered the Christian 8la.ves from different natiollR, ' 

who spread abroad in their own country praises of the zeal and 
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valour of the Ho~pitl\llers. Nor did thcy prove less valuable 
• auxiliaries to Charlcs V. in bis cnterpriscs against the Ottomans 

in Africa. Solyman was enraged at beholding this handful of 
mell, whose power hc had imH6>1llcd himself to ·have crushed, 
growing up again into 80 formidable an attituue; and his chagrin 
was iucreased by the complaint!! of his subjccts, that their 
commerce was interrupted, their relations carried in to slavery, 
and even the pilgrimage to Mecca interrupted by the galleys of 
the knights. Aftcr wresting from them 'l'ripoli,-a post which 
they had been reluctantly obliged hy Charles V. to maintain 
with a very ;nallequatc forcc,...---he turned his attention to the 
ref1l'lction of :Malta. An army was landed upon the island, 
which invested Civita Vecchia, and ral'aged Oozo, but was 

e\'wtually compelled to rctrcat without h8\'iug accomplished its 
ohject. It was not Jong bcfol'(l he madc n sccopd, and II far 
lIIore formidable attnek, destined, llOwever, to meet with p 

repulse uo less disRstrous. 
During the iuterval between the first and second siege;!, much 

1-rUl been rIolle to strcngthen the fortifications of tIle isiawl. 
Under the GraIldma.sb.:l '~hip of John de Omedes, a fort h:Hl 
been hUl!tily built at the extreme point. of ~1o:mnt Seeilerras, 
whil:h, projeeting into the sea, commanded the entrance of both 
harbours, and which, after a tower occupying a similar position 
at Rhodes, received the Ilame of ""OUT S'r. ELMO. The defences 
of FOR'r ST. A~GEl.o, and the adjacent BoIIGO, hnd been also 
rendered exceedingly formidable, while, at the expcnse of the 
Grand Master Claude de Ia Senglc, the tongue of laud, upon 
which had been built the FoRT ST. MICUAEL, was surrounded by 
walls, and, in commemoration of the ('are of its founder, received 
tim name of the Island of SENGL'EA, which it still retains. Be
twccn these two fortified tongues of land was a deep creek, the 
entrance to which, from the Great Harbour, being defended by 

a heavy ehain alung from s:de to sidc, served as a secure shelter 
for the galleys and arsen:l of the Order. 
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The Grand Mnster at this period Wn.8 Jolin de III Valette, 
than ",110m CQuid no one have been found mOf!: fitteu to uccupy 

the post of responsibility aud peril. lie had passed through all 
the subordill:UC offices, and his passage to fresh }WllOurs had 
always been the recompense of as roany memorable actions, 
which had erentually raised him, by universal acclamation, to 
the highest dignity of the Order. On the first information of 
tile }lUrposcs of Solyman, he bRd solicited the assistance of the 
Emperor Charles V., who ordered the Viceroy of Sicily to !lend 
over the necessary reinforcements. The knights, scattered among 
distant commandcrics, alld required to return to their posts, 
WC~ daily to be seen- arriving to take their part in the dcfCtlce. 

Mtcr an exact rC\-lcw of the forces, it was found that there were 
in the ;!lland about seven hundred krughts, without COlJ.Iltillg' th~ 

}'reres Servans, and eight thousand five hundrcn warriors, 
eOllsisting of the !loldicr!l of the gallies, foreibrn troops iu the 

, pay of thc Order, aud militia of the inhabitants of tllC island. 
'l'l!cse troops were distributed among the differcnt fortresscs, 
while a body of cusalry WR.8 nppointed to scour the coast, to 
watch the lauding of the Turkish forces, anu to harass their 
mareb upon tbe capital. 

On the 18th of May, 1565, the Ottoman fleet appeared in 
sight, consisting of fifty.nine large ships, carryiug a force of 
thirty thousand men, including tbe J anissaries and Spahis, thc 
mo't formidable soldiers of thc 'l.'urkish army, whilc a can· 
aiderable number of vessels followed, laden with the hea,), 
artillcry and munitions of war. 'fhe 'l'urkish commnndcl"S, 
P iali and Mustnpha, were men of approved valour and conduct; 
'fhe first was a foundling, raitled from b'Tude to grad~ hy the 
favour of Solyman, who had given him his gr:uultlaughter ill 

marriage, md constituted him admiral of his fleet. 'file army 
was commanced by M'ustapha, R veteran officer of sixty-five, 
rc.aowned for his llUmerous victories. Hassan and Dragut, · 
Pashas of Algien and 'l'ripoli, were ordered to join them at the 



- ---------------, 
ATTACK OF ST. ELMO. 47 

bead of the Bnrbll.ry corsairs, and especial orders were given by 

the Sultll.n that nothing sl\Ould be undertaken without the 
participation of the latter of these commanders, who W88 can. 
aidcrcd the greatest sea-captain in the 'furkish Empire. He 
had raised himself from the humblest origin by his own native 
energy of character, become a first_rate engineer and com
mander of a galiot, with which he wrested considerable prizes 
from the Cbril>tians, until at length himself taken prisoner 
by tho Gcnoose admiral, Doria. He remained four years in 
chains, and was , DIy admitted to ransom by the threat of his 
friolld, llarblll'ossil, to ravage.the Gcnoese territory, unless he 
wCl-e released. · The death of that corsair loft him the un
disputnd pre-eminence in naval renown, and he had become the 
mo~t· formidable enemy of tbe Christian powers, whonl he 
detested with peculiar eneJ"b?" Already unsucl.'cSS{U} in a first 
attack upon Malta, he had been p~U"ticu1llrly urgent with 
Solyman to undertake a second siege, and lie was daily expected 
to join the ~qlladroll . . Thus formidable were the forces, and 
experienced the commanders, who had sworn to effcet the 
reduction of Malta. 

rrhcy cast anchor in the harbour of .Mar!:la Sil"Oeco, and, 
hU\·iong landed their forces, a council of war was held, at which, 

in order to outrun a better shelter for the fleet, it was decided 
to reduce the fort St. Elmo, which commanded the entrance of 
the secure port of Maraa :Musect, an operation which was not 
expected to require mort'. than 1\ few days, after which the .reduc

tion of St. Angelo and Scnglca might be more advantageously 
entered upon. 

From the lofty bastions of Fort St. Angelo, La Valette and 
his oofX!.panions, looking across the harbour, at lenb~h beheld 
the Turkish forces advancing along the Mount Sceberras, (tbe 
site of the modern Valetta,) to the attack of Fort St. Elmo. 
This bulwark, now 10 magnificent, although most happily chosen 
as to site, had been conStructed with but limited meaus, and 
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was then far too small.. to resist any lengthcneu attllck by 
forces ~o formidable, and garrisoned but by a very toiIDall ' 
force, under the command of the veteran llailiff of Negro
pont. Notwithstanding the rocky nature of the soil, the Turks 
succeeded, default of regular trenches, ill establishing some 
sheltered outworks, and, ha"ing pJanted their artillery, opened 
so terrible a fire, that it soon became evident that nothing but a 
far morc numerous garriwn could maintain t11e POl'!t. Pressing 
messages were therefore sent to the Grand :i\fastcr, to cntreat 
that succour, without which it Wnl! declared that the plnce ('Duld 
not hold out many days longer., La Valctte wa-" now in one 
of the most pai.nful situutions in which a commander ca. be 
placed. He felt that the hral'c garri~on of St. Elmo migllt 
perish, man by man, withOllt being able to prcserl'c the devoted 
fortress, yet, invcNted IlS he wa.~ by such an o\'enl'hc1miug force, 
it WtlS of thc last importance to maintain the struggle as long 
as possiblc,-to yield up post after post only nfter the most 
protrn.cted resistance, in the hope meanwhile tb\\t the succours 
he was impatiently expecting from the Sicilian Viceroy wnuM 

arriyc. H aving, therefore, despatched the moot urgent requests 
to that dignitary, to hastc1\. his preparations, he detennillcd, ill 
order to raise the flagging courage of the garrison of Fort 
8t Elmo, to throw himself 1n"';0 it with a body of his bra\'cst 
knights. This resolution was, Lowever, preveuted by the unalli~ 
1/l0 11S voice of his brave companiolls in arms,-a.largc body of 
volunteers halltcned to assume the dangerous post, and, under 
cover of the cannon of St. Angelo, succeeded in entering the 
beleab"llered fortress. 

,VhiJe this unequal struggle between the few defenders of 
St. Elmo ;llld the hosts of their 'l'urkish a~f<ailants was at its 
height, the l\uinbers of the lattcr were increased by the arrival 
of ~ famous rcnegade corsair, Ulueeiali, with six galleys; and 
nine hundred men, amI shortly after by the more redoubtable 

• Dragut himself, with a foree of nearly double t hat amou~t. His 

- ---------
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first work was to establish several fresh batteries, and one 
CSIJccially upon tIle other side of the harbour of Marsh l\1uscct, 
on the extreme point of laud which still retains the name of 
POIKT DIIAGUT, exactly opposite to Forl St. Elmo, the works of 
whieh it thus commanded in flank. In spite of the frcsh 
succours which the garrison from time to time received, and 
notwithstanding the most desperate resistance, the outworks 
were reduced to fI. heap of ruins. 'l'he Chevalier de Medran, 
estcemed for bis ,'alour by the Grand Master, was deputcd to 
ojll.~1l to him the deplotllbl,~ condition of the fortress, and tu 
p1'OJlose its immediate evac:;untion by the garrison, (Uld their 
wLthdrawul to Fort St. Angelo, since to attempt its further 
defence wus only a waste of valuable lives. A council was 
held, and the b"l'cat('r nULuher of voiccs were al.. first ill 
favour of the proposition-but as the Gralld Master, iusjst. 
iUG again \lImn the importance of protracting the duration 
of the siegc, refuscd to acccdc to it, Le Medran returned 
with u message forhidding them to ab3.lJdoll thcir post. Such a 
reply might well appenr :\.$ a sentence of death to the dcvoted 
knightll, and, deeming: it harsh and cruc1, and taking counsel 
only of their despair, they declared to thc Grand Master, by 
ull,Other messcnger, that they '\'QuId issue forth, sworJ in hand, 
and peri8h uOlong the Turkish. ranks, unless they were per~llitted 
to evacuate II. fort no longer tenable. Comrni~sioller~ were now 
sent to examine into the state of the fortress, who corroborated 
the ' account of the garrison. But as one of these emissaries, 
namcd Castriot, denied the extreme danger of thc fort, and 
offered to throw himself iuto it- with a booy ,of forces, La. 
Valette, with a view to eXf'ite thc emulation of its defenders, 
declared his readiness to accede to their request, and desired 
them to yield up their posts to this new body (If volunteers. 
"Return to the Convent. my brethren," he wrote to them, 
"where you will be in'gr~ter security, while, on our part, we 
shall be more at ease as to the preservation of an important post, 

E 
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upon which depends the safety of the island, and of our entire 
Order." 'Stung hy the indifference, and even contempt~ ex
pressed by these few words, the malcontents detormined rather 
to embrace a certain death, than cover themselves with confusion 

in the face of tllcir comrades; and they entreated the Bailiff of 
!'1 egropont to fl.lISlll'C the Grand 'Ma.ster of their repentance, and 
of their resolution to shed the last drop of their blood upon 
the breach. 

And nobly did they redeem their pledge. For several days 
they repulsed the incessant attacks of their enemies; but the 
fortifications being totally destroye,d, and all further assistance 
from the Grand Master · intercepted by the Turkish vess~s, 
the feeble remnant that suni'red their fallen companions pre
pared to mc:ct their inevitable doom. During the night they 
received the sacrament, and after tenderly embracing each other, 
having oo1y to surrender their souls to God, each knight retircd to 
his post to die with arms in bis hands, and in the bcd of honour. 
Those whom their wounds prc\'cnted from walking caused them~ 
selves to be earned to the edge of the breach, a.nd armed with 
a sword, which they feebly wielded with both hands, awaited 
with heroie firmne88 the attack of thoac enemies whom they 
were unable to seck out. On the twenty.third of June, .at 
daylight, the Turks mounted to the assault with loud shouts, 
88 to a victory which could not be wsputed. But they were 
encour.tered with invincible courage by the besieged, who for 
four hours kept off' all the assaultll of their enemies, dropping, 
one by one, until reduced to a handful of !Sixty men. Tbe Turks 
retired, but only to occupy the rising ground above the breach, 
an.J. hem in the forlorn. remnant with an impassable circle; and 
the Dlomt:lltnry respite thlll1 gained was employ~(l by the sur
rivon in bindin~ up their .wounds, far less in order to preserve, 
tban sell dearly, the languishing remains of life. At eleven 
the Turks came on ngain with wild outcries to the final assault; 
the J anissaries picked out those whom tbey wished to destroy 
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with their muskets, while the Bailiff of N egropont and the 
greater part of his knigbts, with the small remainder of the 
soldiers, overwhelmed by the ID!Jltitude of their aasailsuts, 
perished upon the breach, and that terrible assault ended only 
with the want of combatants, and with the death of the last of 
the heroic defenders of St. Elmo. 

The loud braying of trumpets, the thunder of cannOll, and 
the crics of the infidels, proclaimed to La Valette the fall of the 
devoted fort, and more faintly struck upon the scnses of the dying 
Dragut. Shattered by a ball, he luld been carried to his tent, amI 
his condition concealed from. the army; and he was almost at 
hit last breath, when some of the Turkish officera ran to his tent 
to an..-OUDce the taking of St. Elmo. Speechlc!08 M he was, he 

lifted his eyes to heaveD, and expired a moment afterwards, in 
the height of triumph over his implacable enemies. A fragment, 

said to be a portion of his eoat of mail-axe-sword aud dagger, 
is still preserved in the armoury of V &letta. The Turkish 
commander entered t4e fort, .in reducing which he had 1000t 
at 1eatlit eight thOll!i8Jld m:en, and, observing how small was its 
extent, he exclaimed j fro What will not the parent COlit us, since 

the child, which is 1/00 dilninutive, has occaaioned the loss of our 
2E 
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bravest iIOldiers!" Then, with a horrible refinement of b&rbarity, 
he caused the hearts to be plucked from the still palpitating 
corpses of the fallen kniglits,-whicll were afterwards hacked 
into tllC form of the crr>ss; and clothing them with their 8OU

brcl'Cstll, and attaching them to pIanka of wood, he cnst tllcm 
into the harbour, in order that the current might float them 
aCl'Oss t.o the wnlh of .Fort St. Augelo. Thilj atrocity moved 
the Grand Master to tears of agony, and excited him to take f\.S 

horrible It vengeancc; he immediately caused the whole of his 
'rurkish prisoners to be put to death, ami fired their bleeding 
Ileuds into the midst of the OttOfll1111 camp. 

'fhe 'J'mkish General, desirous of profiting by the paInc, 
which he flattered himself WItS cau~f~d by the raU of' St. Elmo, 
despatched au aged Christia1l slave to the Grand l'Ii"astel', with 
olfel's of a composition ; who simply ordered him to be marched 
through the ranks, and nfter showing him the fonnidablc UastiOIlS 
aud deep fo'>ses of St. Angelo, gave him as 11is m>le reply, 
" Behold the only place which we iutend to give up to the Pasha, 

and that wc rescrvc as a grave for himself and all his Jarussariell." 
Seeing that JJC could hope to makc himaclf master of the 
island by force alone, the Pasha now closely invcsted both 
the Borgo with Fort St. Angelo, and Senglea with its f()rt 
St. Michael, llnd agaimt tllC latter. al:l being the weaker point, 
he detcrmined to dircct his principal attack. The Turkish army 
now foimed n curve around the two cities; and at its extremity, 
upon Mount Corradino, parallel to, and overlooking Seng!ca., and 
di\'idcd thence by a second Larbour called the }'rcllch Creek, 
lie cstablislwd Ilis most formidable batterictl j which, \lith others 
upon Mouut Sceherras, hegan to thwtder upon the walls or'Fort 
St. Michael. He was desirous, moreover, of attacking t.he fort 
from the harbour itself, but.as the formidable artillery of Fort. 
St. Angelo would have destroyed any of hiB vessels that shOUld 
have attempted to come round from the harbour of Mana 
M uscet, the Pasha adopted the bold detfign of transferring his 
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vessels from the latter port across the rocky neck of Mount 
Sceberras, into the upper part of the great harbour' fi nd the 
French Creek. Thi .... plan WI\8 defeated by the timely desertion 

from the Turkish army of a Greck officer, of the illustrious family 
of Lascaris; who, touched with rcmorlSc, swam at the peril of 
his life across the harbour, and exposed to the Grand Master 
the dangerous project of the Ottoman commander. A council 

was held, at whi.eh it was resolved to si.nk a !Strong stockade, 
composed of cnormous piles fastened together with chains and 
tim her, across the mouth of'the Creek, from the point of Scnglc:a 
to that of Corradino, thus eJfcetutl.Ily blockading the entnmce; 
"Aile the walls of Fort St. Miehll el Ivtrp. strcnl,ttliened, and 

batt<:rics planted, so as to sweep the approach. 
As the Creek was commanded by the Turkish cannon on Mount 

Corradim" it was only hy night that the stockaue could he con
structed; but such WRS the zeal of the workmeli, animate!1 hy 

• tllC presence of the Gratld :M ru,,:tcr, that this formidable defence 
was completed in only nine nights. And now ensued a singular 
amI unparnlleled combat. The Pa8h:~, detcrmine(l to dcstroy 

this bnrricr, SClit furth by night a borly of Tur'ks, good swimmer.!', 
having axes at their b';rJle, who elill1bin:.! up on the stockade, 
lnuoured lmrd to open a passage. The noise of tlu;ir hatcllCts 
llnying reached the sentinels, the artillery of the fort was imme
diately pointed towards them, hut, from the nocturlU~1 obscurity, 
not taking effect, a counter-detachment of Maltese soldiers, 
entirely naked, plunging into the water alld carrying their 

swords in their teet-h, soon gained the stockade, And nfter a 

fierce hand to hand encounter with the Turkish pioneers, forced 
them off into the water, and even pursued them towards thc 

QPposite shore. A seeond attempt to fix cables to the timber of 
the stockade, and drag it away by working capstans on lan(l, 

met with no bett~r IJUCCCS!!; the Maltese swimmers again iSS~ing 
fOl'th, and cutting the ropes with their swords. 

Unable thus to eRr",. on his attack from the water, tlie 
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Pasha opened a tremendous fire from bis land batteriOfl, both 
upon Fort St. Michael ft8 well as Fort St. Angelo; between 
which bulwarks, in order to throw 8UCCOun into the former, a 
bridge had been established by the care of the Grand Master. 
The Pasha having dfected several considerable breaches, only 
awaited the arrival of Hassan, the Viceroy of Algiers, to attempt 
a general BS8Sult. This leader, the son of Barbsroesa, and 
son-in-Iuw of Dra.gut, soon made his appearance with a body of 
2,500 Algerinc veterans. Burning with the desire to distinguish 
himself, and having obtained leave of the PMOS, he prepared to 
attack Scngles hoth by lund and water, vaunting himself able to 
carry it 'Sword in hand. The task of breaking through the boo!n, 
and attacking the seaward defences, he confidcd to an old CorlOair 
namcd CAndelissa, a rencgade Greek, who had grown old in the 
~ervice of BaI'baroSSB; as B prcparatory measure, a vast number 
~f boats wcre now, as thc Pasha had first intended, passed m'er 
by land into the waters of the upper harbour, while a cannonade 
of several days opened iitill furthcr the breaches in the fortifi
cations. 

On the morning of the fifteenth of July at daybreak, the fleet 
of Turkish boats,-which almost covered the upper harbour
under the command of Candclissa, and manned with 4,000 
Algerinc and Turkish troops, advanced to the attack, animated 
witb wild and thrilling bursts of burbaric muRie, and preceded 
by a large boat filled with Mohammedan priests and den'iscs, 
chanting invocations and prayers to Allah for victory, and read
ing from their sacred books terrible imprecations against the 
Christians. Candelisfla's pian was, if possible, to force the ~tock
ade, but, if unable to do so, to throw beams of wood aslant from 
it to the shore within, and upon this precarious hridge to pass 
his troops over to the attack. But on reaching the spot, a 
scene of terror and confusion arose which might have daunted a 
less determined spirit-the etockade resisted his utmost effortl, 
the beams were too short to serve the <intended purpose, while 
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the artillery of the Christians, opening from all quarters at once 
upon tbe exposed crowd of boats, sunk a considerable number, 
and threw the rest into disorder. This terrible emergcncy 
called forth all the energy of the veteran Corsnir. He observed 
tbat the extreme point of ScogleFl, which projected too far out 
into the harbour, 'Was not enclosed by the t;tor:kade, but was 
cO"eroo by a battery of six guns which swept the level of the 
water. Leaping on this rocky point he rushed to the attack 
of this bulwark, a terrible fire swept away a great number of 
his followers, and the others Jlrepared to rush baek into their 
boats, when, by forcing tb€1. vessels to retire, and leaving to his 
lllen .no means of retreat, the fierce Corsair thus compcl1cd 
them to seek in victory their only safety. With the courage of 
d~spilir they rushed upon the works, babrc in one hand aud 
scaling laddcr in the other, and after 0. long and obstinate 
struggle, planted seven Turk.ish standards upon the captured 
battery. At this sight the knights returned to the charge; tHey 
maintained a hand to hand combat with pikes, swords, and even 
daggers, but were fast yielding t.o ll'U!situde and llumbers, 
when 8. frelill body, sent by the Grand Master to their support, 
preceded by a band of 200 boys, armed with slings and stones, 
'Charging the Algerines, precipitately hurled them from their 
ramparts, and drove them headlong into their boats. Some 
thus 'overcrowded, sunk with nIl their crews, while oULers were 
fired on as they passed under the batteries j the whole port 
was covered with dead and mangled bodies j and of 4',000 
soldiers who had advanced so exultingly to a certain ,'ictory, 
scarcely 500 succeeded in saving themselves by all ignominious 
flight. 

Whilst one body of knights was thus engaged in repulsing 
the seaward attack upon Senglea, another had to repel a still 
more terrible and continuoWi asSAult upon th.c landward defences 
of Fort St. Mie.hael, already breached in several places. At the 
lound of the signal tun. Hassan, with his bravest Algeriues, 
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pressing forward with irresistible ardour, planted their standards 
upon the crest of the ruined batteries, but were soon driven 
down again by a trem('ndous fire of caunon nnd musketry. 

Unable to force this breach, the Viceroy led his troops to tllC 

attack of A. second, where a longer and more obstinate I>truggJe 
took place; in the midst of which some of the brave defenders 
of the stockade, who boo just returned from the discomfiture of 
Candclissa, arrived to tlle assistance of their fellow knights, and 
obliged Hallsan to sound a retreat. The Pa~hl\ himself directed 
II fresh attRek, replacing the Algeriucs by the .Tnnissnrics; but 
the very women and chihlrcn now. crowded to the ramparts, 
pouring 'hoiling water and hurling stones upon the hend!! M 
the besiegers; and this second attack upon Fort St. M~chacl 

proved eClllally ahortive ,vith the first. 
The Pasha, in despair of cllrrJ'ing the breach, next constructed 

of timber a sort of bridge, by means of which he hoped to throw 

a storming party upon the ramparts, covcring tllC operations 
of the workmen with a cloud of nrquebussien. The peril was 
so imminent., that two nocturnal attempts were made to consume 

it, wlrieh proving ullsneCC8sflll, a body of' soldiers sallied forth 
in open day to drRg down the supports of the bridge with ropes, 
but were driven baek by the fire of the nrquebu!lsiertl. Heur,. 
de la Valette-nephew of the Grand Master, and the Chevalier 
Polastron, hastened to assume the p<:rilous duty, and were both 
immediately shot dead. A crowd of Janissarics rusIred fortIr to 
decapitate them,-the Pasha haring set a price upon tllC heads 
of the knights j but the Christian soldiers, after a fiercc struggle, 

lIueceedcu in hearing the Jji'cless remalluJ of his relative to La 
Valctt,e. Suppressing his grief at the loss, he replied to those 
who sought to console him: "Every one of my knights is 

equally dear to mll, I regard· them all as my children, and the 
JoilS of Poia.stron is as painful to me as that of La Valette. 
After all, they have but preceded us for a few days; for if tbe 

succours from Sicily do not arrive, and Malta cannot he saved. 
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we must all die nnd bury ourselves under the ruins of the last' 
of its lnst bastions; OJ shortly afterwards declaring his reso
lution, rather than be dragged in chains to Constantinople, to 
throw himself sword in hand iuto the thick of his cncmiC!~, Rnd 
perish like the brave defenders of St.l!:bno. 

The delay of the promised succours had indeed gOlle heavily 
to the heart of La Valcttc. He had dc~patchcd repeated mes
sengers to the Sicilian Viceroy, opening to him the desperate 
position of affairs; but that prince, having secret imtmctiollS, 
while he made much parade of Ilis preparations for their relief, 
to leave the knights to bear lingle-handed the whole forCe of the 
at'tru:::k, and only to !llJsist them in case of the llttermost extremity, 
persisted in a temporising and ambiguous policy, while every 
day the position of the brave defenders of Malta became more 
and more precarious. 

The l'asba now cDUcd It council of war, at which it was dc-
o 

cidcd to attack hoth Scnglea and Borgo at the same time. 'llhc 
batteries from Mount Salv!-.:lor continually played upon the 
b:l~tion of Castile, at the nortli·east lwgle of the Dorgo, which 
now became the objt:d of a fnrioul:! attack. nut the reduction of 
Forl St. Michnel still continued the princip:'!.J object of the Turks, 
mid nfter hnrnssing 1t with incessant skirmishes and e~'-'f11Il.aC8, 
another general assault was made on the 2d of August, which 
lasted for silt hours, and in which, after leading his troops five 
several times to the attack, the Pasha. was llgllin obliged to 
sound a retreat. Another and more terrible one took place only 
five days afterwards, when 3,000 men moved to attack the bastion 

of Csstile, while 8,000 Janissaries advanced with fieree outcries 
to storm tlle ruinous battlements of }'ort St. Michael. In spite 
of a storm of cannon balls aDd rnu~ketry which mowed down 
the foremoet ranb, those behind, pre.'I!ling over the dead and 
dying bodies of their fen~ws, forced their way upwards to the 
height of the breach, where for four hours a desperate strug!Jle 
took place between the tesieged and besiegers, the former deter· 
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mined to maintain their post, the latter to drive them from it. 
At this critical period, and in view of the horrors of h. general 
sack, even the women and children rushed into the midst of the 
combatants, Ilud Il8 before, with boiling water and melted pitch 
and missiIC3, assisted to repel tIle enemy; not a few of them fall· 
iug victims to their heroic daring. The expiring bodies of men 
and women confusedly mingled together amidst the ruins of the 
breach, the booming of artillery and the reports of musketry; 
the shouts of the JaniBsancs and the frantic screams of the 
females, in the midst of a volcllDo of flame and smoke, pre
sented a scene of indescribable hOlTor. The Pasha ran to and 
fro at the outward foot of the breach, driving up his JaniHsarics 
sword in hand, and killing with hi$ own hand two of them, who, 
driven back by the firc, had thrown themseh'es from the top of 
the breach, «A few more efforts," he exclaimed, ,r would 
render them mo,sters of the place j" fresh swarms pressed for
~ard to occupy the place of. the fallen, and Senglea was in the . 
most imminent hazard of bein~ taken by assault, when relieved 
by an accident as surprising lUI it was unexpected. 

The attack upon Fort St. Michael had been watched with 
anxious intcrest hy the Commandant of Citlo. Vecchia, and 
seeing how closely the defenders appeared to be pressed, La 
resolved to attempt a diversion in their favour. At his command 
a body ofhol'SC galloped down to the Turki~h outposts, IiD.d bcgan 
to slaughter the encmies' sick ann wounded; the terrified fugi
tives spread abroad that tllC advanced guard of the Sicilian army 
had landed, and was advancing to raise the sicge j the report 
reached the Pasha himself, who, partaking the general panic, and 
fearful of being taken unprepared, sounded a retreat, cQ.l1ed off 
his forces, and ad\'nJlce"d in military order to meet the imaginary 
succours. Hd rage was extreme when he discovered the strata
gem, but it wa.s. tOo late to return to the attack, and Il re~pite of 
a fortnight was thus procured for the exhausted defenders of 
Fort St. Michael. 
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In the meantime the Turkish sappets were actively engaged 
in their operations, and although many of their mines were 
discuvered by the Christians, and many a subterranean encounter 
took place betwecn them, ye~, by dint of perseverance, both Fort 
St. Michael and the bastioll J>f Castile were at length completely 
undermined. On the eighteenth the Ottoman leader made a fresh 
RSsault, resolved to continuc it day and night until the town was 
taken. At the attack of the bastion of Castile the enemy had 
so nearly effected an entrance that one of thc Chaplains of the 
Order, seeing the Turkish Bag planted on the top of the ramparts, 
ran towards the Grand MMter and signalled to him to retreat 
wfthin the Castle of St. Angelo. La VRlette, on the contrary, 
armed only with a pike; and without " cuirass on, hastened 
to the scene of danger; a crowd of his knights rushed after 
him and repulsed thc enemy. Sceing tha.t he was exposing 
himself to the utmost peril, Don l\1'endoza, who commanded by 
his side, wcnt on his knee to entreat him nof to endanger an 
existence 80 precious to them all, but in vain: "Can I," he ex~ 
claimed, "at the age of seventy-one, finish my life more gloriously 
than in company with my friends and brethren, in the service of 
God, and for the defence of our Holy Religion 1" 

·The assault WM repulsed, but only to he succeeded by others. 
On the nineteenth of Angust another fierce struggle took placc 
along the whole line of defences. At the attack of the bastion 
of Castile the Graud Master was wounded in the knee; at 
that upou }'ort St. Michael the besiegers threw into the 
midst of the besieged a species of barrel filled with deadly 
missile!!, but, before it had taken fire, it was hurled back again 
upon the fl,Ssailanttl, scattering death among their ranks. These 
tlnccessive attacks, abortive 88 they proved, rapidly decreased the 
number of the defenders, and saer another desperate and bloody 
outlet, which took place on tne first of September, the bastion of 
Castile being all but carried by theoenemy, the knights earnestly 
be&Ougbt the Grand :hlaster to retire into the Castle of St. 



60 A1U1.1VAL OF TilE VICEROY. 

Angelo. This ru:1vice he rejected 'with a generoul ~m, ex
claiming, " It is here, dear brethren, that we must either die 
together or expel our cruel enemies;" and, by his indefati
gable labours, the Turks, when on tlle morrow they expected to 
storm the Borgo, found fresh entrenchments and fresh defenders 
ready for them. In the meantime other attacks had been mnde 
upon k'ort St. Michael j every device that ingenuity could suggest 

was put into effect; a wooden tower was rolled up to the walls, 
but was destroyed by a well directed cannonade; by clint of 
inccssant perseverance the Turks had become masters of all the 
outworks, which were levelled neady with the ground; aud in 
some pi;LcCS nothing but!l barricade separatccl the combatants, 
so that their vel'." Vike.\! cros~cJ. when they cngaged in the deadly 
struggle. 

'l' lLe heroic endurance of the besieged had well.nigh worn out 
aJl thc patience, find exhausted thc resources of their enemies, 
Il.mong whose fearfully thinned ranks want and disease were 
making rapid progress, when, at length, the long delayed Slll',coUTS 

were at haud. Some hundreds of tit!' kllights hurrying from 
tllCir di.\ltnnt Commanderies to take part in the defence, were 
awaitiug at Messina the mcans of' passport to Malta, and, nt 
their urgent entreaty, the tardy Viceroy at length put to !rea 
with all hi~ forces. Arrived at the coasts of Mnlta, a letter was 
remitted from the Grand Mastc: indicating the proper plal~e 

for hi8 landing; when, with inconceivable vacillation, he again 
retired to Sicily, but the mutinous elamourtl of his entire flrmy 
forced him to re-embark, and on the morning of. the seventh, 
his vessels entered the bay of MelIcll8, and l:mded a large 
body of troops, accompanied by many noble volunteers, eager 
to signal;"'e themllClves' by taking part in so glorious a struggle. 

No sooner dId t1).e news of their landing reach the 1'urkish 
generals than thcy embarked with the utmost precipitation, 
leaving behind them all their hcavy artillery; b\lt scarcely on 
board, and lel\.ming to how 8lllall a body' of men they had yielded, 
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they were seized with vexntion and shame. At the joyful sight 
of their retreat, under the direction of the Grand Master, the 
whole population had laboured to till up their trenches and 
dc.\!troy their works.; nevertheless, a.t a council of war they de
termined to land again and renew the siege, but were totally 
routed and driven back to their sllips with severe 10s8. 

The newly arrived chiefs hastened to the city to salute the 
Granu Master, by whom, as well as his knights and the other 
inhabitants, they were received ns liberators. On looking around 
them, the Borgo, reduced to a heap of ruins, rather wore the 
aspect of fl. lliace taken by Ittorm than one that hA.d been so 
gallantly defended. More than 260 knights had becn killed in 
different nsllaults, with 8,000 soldiers Ullf) inlutbitanh, and when 
the 'furks retired, scnrcely were there left--iuclusive of the 
knights thcmsclvcs~a handful of 600 men capable of bearing 
arms, the greater part of them covered with wounds. Thc 

• 
Chcvaliers embraced thcir brethren with mneh affection, but 
Whell they rcmembered the 10s8 they hau sustained of the bravest 
and most illustrious mcm l)crs of their Order, when they beheld the 
deplorable condition of the placc, its. walls and fortifications crum
bling, its artillery di\lffiounted, its dwellings fallclL in or tottering, 
its- magazines without provisions, and its inhabitants pale alld 
haggard; when they saw the knights, and the Grand Master 
himself, their hair nUll beards neglected, and in foul and tat
tered apparel, like men who for four months had scarcely ever 
undres~d, and many still bearing the bUlldagcs which covered 
their honourable wounds,-such a sight forced from their eyes 
tears of mingled joy and 1I0TrQw,-sorrow, from thc remem
brance of such severe sufferings, and joy that Malta. nt last was 
saved; and it was in orlier to maintain the memory of the 
heroic actions which there had taken place, that they gave to 
the Bargo, which had been their pri.neipal theatre, the name of 
CITTA VrrroruOSA, or the Victorious City, which name it retains 
until the present day. 
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No less than 80,000 of the best and bravest IIVldiers I)f the 
Turkish army had fallen, in the vain attempt to conquer Malta. 
On receiving the despatch informing him of so ignominious a 
failure, Solyman, it is said, tore and trampled it on the ground, 
exclaiming, cr that his soldiers were only victorious under his 
own command;" and, to prevent thc murmurs of hie people, he 
was reduced to invent and put forth ' a fictitious declaration, that 
his forces had becn successful, that Malta had been cntirely 
ruined, and its pestilent Corsain carried away ililto slavery. 



CHAPTER III. 

VISIT T() TIU: LOCAL..''lTE8 01' Tltll SIEGE.-PORT ST. ELMO.-AlIERCROllBIE'S 

'MKB. _ FORT !:IT. ",NGSLO. _ THE ellAPEL A!W BOUSE 01' TUI: OIU..'I'D 

HASTER..-THE BOl!.GO.-BURliOLA.-l'OltT ST. KICHAEL, AND SENGLEA. 

0, the numberless visitors to MRlta, and even, we may say, 
of the residents themselves, but few ever make a pilgrimage to 
the spots. rendered famous by the heroi!lm of La Valette and 
bi.s knights. ~ objects UHUally poiuted out by guide-books 
and ciceroni are principally of more modern date and interest; 
and as H. permission is necessary to walk over the forts (a per: 
lUission, which, we believe, may always be obtained upon appli

cation to the town major, opposite the palace), the traveller is 
generally disposed to rest contented with au external view of 
them. 

JJur first visit was to the interior of Fort St. Elmo. De
scending the Strada Reale, and crossing a plat.form, beneath 
which are exten8ive magazines for com, we reached the draw
bridge, which i8 throWtl over a deep fosse cut in the rock, most 
probably of a later period than that of the famous siege. 
Showing our order to the sentinel, and pasaing beneath the deep 
gateway, we cJ?,tered the fort. Ita original works, which, 1\8 

before remarked, were of very limited extent, were almost 
entirely destroyed by the Turk., and after their retreat, when 
La Valette built hi8 new city ou Mount Seeberras, the fort was 
repaired and enlarged. The Grand Master CarMa, whose 
tomb may be seen in St. John'. Church, almost entirely rebuilt 
it j but the cnemal blAtions were not added until the com-L _______________________ I 
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mencement of the eighteenth century, hy the Grand Ma ter 
, Raimondo de Perillo de Rocafful. FOl,t St. Elmo is now one 

of the most extensive and impregnahle defence of Malta. It 
contains a trehle row of bomh-proof magazine, forming harracks 
for two regiment of. the line. The light-hou'e has lately heen 
much improved, and i u ed to ignalize vessels approaching the 
harbour. Such' i the um of our information re pecting this 
fOl't, which appear to be entirely modern, and where we looked 
in vain for any memorials of the terrible scene which once 
took place upon its site. 

There are not wanting, however, .other ohject of interest, and 
uch ~ come home mor,e immediately to an Englishman's bo QJlI. 

At either extremity of the grand platform, which, re ting 
upon t? extreme rocky point of Mount Sceberras, commands 
the entrance of both harbour , arc two ba tion overhanging 
the ea, one of which contains the mortal remain of Admiral 
Ball, once governor of Malta, the other, the ashes of Sir Ralph 
Ahercrombie, who e embalmed body, enc10 ed in a harrel, was 
brought direct to thi pot, after the glorious fight of Aboukir. 
We had directed our tep thitherward, along the seaward 
ha tions of the fortre , on one of the wilde t day in 
tormy March. It was blowing what is called the Gregale. a 

north-ea t gale, which, coming directly into the mouth of the 
Great Harbour, often occasions con iderable injury, not only to 
the hipping, but even to the fortifications themselve ; several 
of the lower tier of emhra ures of Fort St. Angelo, although 
situated 'quite within the harbour, having been recently da hed 
in, and the enormous guns dismounted, by the fury of the 
wave, while aves el wa unk at her anchor under it walls. 
A we reached the oastion, the tempest wa at it very height. 
Enormous aurges of bright green water rolled in, one upon 
another, and, bursting in thunder again t the sea-worn Tocks, 
flew up into immense sheet of milk-white spray, which swept 
over the very walls of the fort, eleva d as it is some hundred 
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feet above the watery level We looked down from its edge 
into deep abysses of foam, churned to and fro into a confusion 
like thousunds of livid snakes illtercoiled in morlal struggle. At 
every roll the emerald breakers displayed new forms of terror 
mingled with beauty, which riveted the spectator by a sort of 
fascination. The waves, each morc tremendQus than the last, 
sccmed, as they burst~ to make the rock groan and tremble with 
the shoet-hut their fury was all in vrun to shake the clcvatt:d 
walls of Fort St. Elmo; lind there was a feeliug of the sublim~ 
in contrasting the broarl and noble platform, the firm and solid 
ramparts, the huge guns, ~ach in its place, the orderly and 
so'dierlike array of everything around lIS, with the chaotic b1ind
nc!!s aud frenzy of the unstable clement beneath. 

A.dvaneing to the extreme point of the bastion .. and erollching 
down for shelter from the hurricane, we discovered th..., spot 
wllich encloses Abercromhie's remains, nlHl fcit, as we copililil 
the following inseripti.on, that, in its solitary position, over
looking t1lat sea whieh WA.SJICS tllC shore where he triumphed 
and died, surrounded hy the proud bulwarks of his country's 
power, guarded by her brave soldiers, and with her meteor-Hag 
waving on the Pharos abuvc, 110 spot eouM weU lm\'c been 
seleeted morc suitable for the hero's grnvc. 

The epitaph itself, whieh we do not remember to han, s(!cn 
before, will supersede the necessity of calling to the render's 
recollection the prominent events in the lifc of one of Britain's 
roost gallant chieftains. 'rhe spot where Sir Ralph Abercrombie 
perished, not far from the walls of Alexandria, is often a place 
of pilgrimage to the Egyptian traveller. The monument placed 
here by the care of General Pigot, is out of the usual beat of 

travcllers, which will justify U8 in giving thc inscription upon it 
at full length. 
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llEllORI& 

RADULPRt ABERCROMBI, SCOTl, 

EQU I TJ~ ORDlKUi ). JlAL,"EO DiCTI; 

VIRI 

I'BOnJT).TE, 

HEltTI8 )f"'G~ITUntXE, ANIMO XAXn W, 

ET ARMIS IN BEUO AMERICANO ATQUE l lOLUNDlCO 

CLARl!lll I3lI . 

QUEM GEORGWII III., l(AGY~ lIRfTANNLt: R.lCX, 

rOrULIS PUUDE!;TIJlU5, 

RIUTA'1HCI TEII.RI':5TRfS EXERCITUS 

All M.l..RE MEIlll'£RRA.."EIlM 

DCCEX I<Gl'JtElW){ IIIXIT. 

QUO !lUl'ERE 

EXI'EDITIONEY ~GYP1:U.C"'M COYFIC I£NS, 

on.\~ ,t:GVI'T1 USI\'EIt8AM, 

..... LLOltUM corns STt-i:l'U1SSUIE UNPlQUE "'"\'EIl5ANTlDt:S, 

UNO TlUETU occur ... nT, TENUIT; 

IDEIdQUE "nOGREDlE'S8 

EARt'M CONATUS NOY SEllEL FREGIT, COlIPRE8~fT; 

l>oNICUlI, SIGNlli CU M GUJ .o CONLATi8, 

(;JWENTO l 'It..!lLlO AJl A.Ll:XAlIDRlAJII COMM ISSO, 

AN~O M.DCCC.I. DIE XXI. :au:~SIS MAltTlJ , 

I!I !·m",.( ACIE, IS I PSO ,'ICTOlUit: SINU, 

LETALE "ULSUS PECTOR}. EXCl r lESl>, 

JoUGNO 8UOJl.\JM DESlDERlO EXT INL'TUII EST, 

DIE 1..1.\'111. i:j USDEIl MENSIS, AN:SO A:TATIS SUA: LXVII/ . 

DUX REI lIELJJCit: I'£RlTIJ., 

FROVIDENTLl IN CON,sUL£NDO, 

FOItTITUDINE IN EXS}!QUElWO, 

AU "JOE I NTllGlLI. IN DGNI £T REOIS OLOllJ ... .If 

BI'ECTATl3SIllUII. 

HUlIC REX, BUNC ldAONA RRJrA.NW IA FLi:\' IT. 



TO THE llE140RT or 

RAJ .. PII ABERCROMBIE, A SCOT, 
KNHlllT OF THE ORlJER 01' TJI!: lIATH; DISTINGVISHED .\11 

.s. ilioN 

roB. PROlllTY, A..'1lJ 

GREATNESS 01 lUND, A..'W CELElIRAT:t:D roll illS rnOWEIIS 

MID IU LITARY 8KILL IN rUE .. unmICAN AND DUTC ll WAI 

WilD)!' 

G:r.OllGE m .• KINO 01' G1lllAT lIRITAI:'l, 

IN,'r.sn:D l'r'lTR tlIr_ SUP&J:1aLl. COMMAND 

OF TU£ DlllTlsn L.\.NJhUUn 

IN THE !lU!!Dr:I.E1ULU>E,u,·, 

TO TIIE UNIVERSAL SATIUACTION OF 'rUE rEOJ'LE. 

Ill' 1/J1S CA.r,IClTY 

liZ CO::IDucn:D THE };t;YrTIAN \\'~ 

AND BY A SINGLE Zl'l'ORT TOOK l'QSSHSSION or AXD HELD 

TilE WlIOLE CO"~T or I'.GIl"T, 

IN srlTE or nil: StREliUOUS url'OSiTlON or TUE l'RENCll AIUUY.S. 

WITH tIlE !U..lI:.E SUCCESS 

liE tu;1'EA7I:D.LY ?OILED A.:W OVERCAME THEiR VARIOUS ATTEMl'TS, 

llNTIL, ENGAGl:SC IN D.'TILl!>, 

AT 'rUE SA....>;GUI"SARY CONrLICT OF ALElLUiDRlA, 

Ui TUE l'EAR 1I.DCCC.l. ON THE XXI. 01' lUncu, 
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WllLL8T FlGIITING IN 'IRE FOREMOST BANKS; AT TilE VEnv )f.OM£~·T 01 VICTORY 

BE RECEIVED }o, »ORT,u ""OUND L'i TnE DRE.uiT, 

01 watCH l iE EXPIR.ED, TO TilE GENEll..I.L REGRET, 

0)1 THE XXHU. OF TliE SA:'I[E MONTH, rn THE L~XIIl. n :All OF JlIS <\GE . 

• S • GENEIL!..L, lDl W.S IU:!I'OWNED POR 8lUI.L IN MlLITA.1I.Y TAL'TICS, 

UI& W.ruN:£SS IN COUNSEL, 

DETER1UlJATION 1:-;' EXECDtlON, 

AliD IOR UN8HAXBN PWElJTY 10 lllS KING AND COUNTRY. 

LOlllNn:D BY Taz XING ASD FEOFUl OF GKJ:.&.T B1U UJN • 

• 2 



68 GREAT STORM. 

We wended our way homeward from Fort St. Elmo along 
the terraces overlooking the waters of the harbour, which, gene
rally so animated, 'with n crowd of bOlltll pl\S~ing from poiut 
to point, were now tossed into n tem])cstuous sea. Not a. boat 
was to be seen; they had sought shelter in distant nooks and 
crecks from the breakers, which would either have sunk them 
or dl\.Shcd them to picce!' upon the quay of Nix Mnngiarc, o,'er 
which the wnYCS were washing up to the doors of the houses. 
Thc shi ps in the harbour, with straining cables, were riding out 
the storm. It Wag impossible to pass from VaJetta to the oHlcr 
side of the harbour without extrem e periJ, amI two guineas llaA 
been demanded by the boatmen for a IJa8SRgC which is usu«lly 
cfl're!cd for the same nnmhor of pence. 

'rho chronicles of l\{lllta have preserved to \l!l an lIeeount of 
II. terrible storm whieh took plnee in the Grand 1\1asterllhip of 
r:lnude de I", Senglc. 011 the 23d of Se]Jtember, Rbout SOl'en 
in the evening, there arose in the harbour a t remcndou.s whirl
wind, which, ~uscd by the conflicting "iolencc of several 
contrary wind~, lashed up the waters, Slink scveral ships, and 
drove others on shore; nntl, whRt was most deplorable, ovc.r
turued four galle)'" then heing careened, 80 that the grcapr 
]Jart of their officers and er~ws were either drowned or eru8hed 
by the fall of the ve!lllels. The house!! bordering tho fort were 
instantly lIubmerged, and even the Castle of St. Angelo shaken; 
the mast which bore the gl'(:at stamlard of the Ordoi" being torn 
down , and carried half a mile from the spot. The whirllVind, 
rain, luul sea comhined, 8cerne!l to threaten the entire dcstruc
t.ion of Malta, when, strange to say, in les8 than half an hour 
thc tempest ceased as )juddcnly as it had come on. On the 
following morning it ,vas found that more than silt hundred 
persons hnd either heen drowned or crushed to death by the 
upsetting of t1'e golleys,. The Grand Master, hearing 1\ noise 
issue from onc of them, caused it to be opened, and some of the , 
plunks taken out, ,,·hereupon an ape leaped forth, for the first, 
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and, directly af'ter, the Chevalier de l'Escut and other of the 
knights were taken out-all of whom, up to their ehiwi ill 
water, had cluring the night hung on by tlwir hands to the 
bottom of the hold, where they had scarcely air to breathe. 
They issued from this borrible place more dead than alive, and 
were hardly exposed to the fresh air when tIle greater number 
of them fainted away. 'The Graud :Master laboured incessantly 
to recover the galleys; but the greater part remained totally 
ullsel'\'iccabll;:; a few only, by great expenditure and the eontri_ 
butiolls of some of the Christian princes and wealthy knigllts, 
being again rendered tit for &Ca. To repair the loss, the Grand 
Mft.ster built another galley at his own expeuse, as rowers to 
which, the llore, says the Abbe Vcrtot, "touched with 80 

griC\'OUS a calamity, liberally furni~heeI the galley-slaves and 
condemned criminals from his owu pri~oml" -olle of the most 
remarkable instauee!! of cheap henevoleuce ~hat history h¥ 
put ou record. 

The suddenness with Wi,ich a gale geb up ill the Mediter
ranean is ouly equalled by the rapidity with which it suhsides. 
On the morrow after the gregale, Malta haeI assumed it!! usual 
aspect; the surges, hut yesterday so angry and formidablc, now 
murmured gelltly agailll!t the quays, and the "aIm azure of the 
harbour Wa!i studded with its mual nnmber of boats. bone 
of these we embarked at the Nix. 1\fau:,';are stcp~, and flew 
rapidly aCI'03!1 the sunny water!! to the portal of l~ort St. Angelo. 
As we approacllcd, its tremendous triple tier of bulwarks, pierced 
with yawning orifi('~!I, through which wcre seen the muzzlcs of 
its heavy artillcry, frowned grandly above us, the proudest and 
most formidable of the many fortresses of :Malta. },eaping 
from the boat upon the edge of the rock Oll which it stands, 
we presented our pass to the sf'rjeant on guard, who civilly 
despatched an orderly to show us our way through thc fortress. 

A body of blue-coated artillcrymen wa.s just about to ascend 
and relieve guard. An-American traveller has remarked thnt 

I 

I 

I 
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these are "doubtless the finest of modern soldiers;" and as 
we scrutinized these gallant fellows, while the sound of their 
firm and heavy tramp resounded along the paved and vaulted 
ascent, we could not but echo this Transatlantic estimate with a 
feeling of pride. To the robust physique, the square and 
martial bearing, and thc perfect training which distinguish 
the British infantry in general, even the common artillerymen 
superadd an intelligence and propriety, not to say gentleman
liness, of deportment, peculiar to them elves j and to no better 
or braver custody could this castle of heroic memories be more 
safely or worthily consigned. A ~hort ascent between maga
zines and barracks brought us to the platform surmounting ahe 
works. The view on all sides was magnificent, and every 
loc~ty of the great siege was clear and palpable at a glance. 
We stood, in fact, where once stood La Valette, as" he watched 
~ith fe8.rful i~terest the deadly struggle at Fort St. Elmo, which 
projected, nearly opposite, its batteries and lighthouse into the 
open se~. Turning round, the eye followed with delight the 
borders of the deep creek which formerly afforded a shelter to -
the galleys of the Order, 8.1·ound which arose, in stately amphi
theatre, the buildings of the Borgo, Burmola, and Senglea; 
and it wa'S easy to call up before our imagination the famous 
attack upon the stockade, and so many other incidents of the 
siege. Having dwelt awhile upon this superb and historic 
panor~a, we turned our steps toward the small chapel which 
occupies the point of-the platform, and made our way across a 
bright little flower-garden, neatly laid out, and kept in order by 
the sentinels of the ramparts, to its round-arched portal, sur
mounted by the arms of the Order. Another step placed 
bdore us a really exquisite Gothic interior. The light fell 
through th sid~ windows upon what appeared an ancient altar 
or tomb, and glanced aCross the time-worn walls and pavement. 
A column of red and green sienite marble, said to have been 
brc·ught by the knights from Rhodes," occupied and sustained 
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the centre, and from its capital prang two different arche, 
round and pointed-a curious peculiarity of the building, ap
parently proving it to be of different dates, or erected at a 
period when the two are sometime found intermingled together. 
There was something mo t interesting in this grey old chapel, 
much older than anything to be seen .in. Valetta, and built by 
L' Isle Adam, unless standing when he first established himsclf \ 
upon the heights of St. Angelo. Here he was doubtless accus
tomed to assemble with his knights, to perform the offices of 
devotion; and we found, al 0, that he had selected the pot as 
hi epulchr. On the id~ wall of the building, and clo e to 
tlte altar or tomb, is the curiou tablet, with a portrait of 
the founder of Malta, repre ented on the opposite page, of the 
in cription upon which the following is a translation;-, 

our the Vanquisher of Fortune.· 

FRERE PHILIP DE VILLIER L'IlLE ADAM, 
MASTER OF THE nOSFITAL OF . MALTA, 

IUVlNG ADVANCED AND B,E-ESTABLISBED HIS DECLINING 01l.DER, 

WORN OUT DY A TEN-YEA!UI' DISPEllSION 

IN DIFFEllENT UOUN'1'n.:IES, 

SETTLED AT MALTA, 

WBERt BE OONSECI\ATED TnlS LITTLE EDIFICE, 

IN TilE NAME OJ! JE us, 
FOR HIS FUOE OJ! SEFULTURE. 

BE DIED 

IN TilE YEAR OF SALVATION M.D. XXXIV. ON TBE xxn. OJ!' AUGUST, 

ABOVE TIlE AGE OJ!' SEVENTY. 

FRERE ANTHONY DE GROLEA. 
A MOST WARM AD}{l1l.Ell. 0} lIlS GLORY W1IlLE LIVING, 

SO ALSO OF nIB MEMORY WllEN DEAD, 

CAUSED TillS INSCruFTION 

• TO llE SET UF. 

• 
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This Grolea was not improbably the sallie already mentioned 
as having negotiated the sUl'render of' Rhodes. The followiug 
has been afterwards added :- . 

JOHN L'EVESQUE OA.SSIERE, 

GltAND MASTER, 

WITU TID CONSENT OF TllE COUNCIL OF TIIE ORDER, 

.Al'TEl~W ARnS, 

IN TIIE y:E.t\ll. OF OUR LORD lILD.LXXYll. ON THE LAST DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 

CAUSED IllS ]lODY, 

TOGETHER Wl.TH THE ]lODIES OF THOS.El WHO SUCCEEDED HUll 

IN TIlE DIGNITY OForuSTEB., 

AND WERE llU1UED IN THlS SHRINE, 

TO llE REMOVED 

TO TIIE TEMPLE WIllen UE HAD BUILT, IN TUE NEW CITY OF VALETTA, 

AND TIIERE 1'lOUSLY AND RELIGIOUSLY IN:tElmED. 

• 

1'his chapel was not the only memorilll I " the venerable 
defender of Rhodes that we were fortunate enough to discover
I use the latt,er word, bccause, although the guide-books make 
mention of the house of the Grand Mastel', they omit to state 
that it contains any object of curio ity. But chancing to peep 
tln'ough a gateway at the end of the platform, the sight of a 
vel'y picturesque court, and of a staircase and gallery of gothic 
architecture, arrested our attention, and induced us to request 
of the lady of the Commandant) who occupies this interesting 
re idence, permission to explore its interior, which was im
mediately and courteously granted. rrhe taircase proved to be 
a very curious architectural fragment, with the sa1p.e inter
mingling of round and pointcd arches, already remarked in the 
chapel, and which, w,ith the peculiar detail, is faithfully cho.
ractel".ised jn the annexed sketch. The architecture of this 
edifice, probably reared by L'Isle Adam himself, as the vaulting 
bcar the device of the Order, presents a specimen of the transi
tion between the older gothic of Rhodes/and the more modern 



" . 
'*I'~&' . 

• 



--- . __ . . __ ._---

TIlF. Mnoo. 73 

palatial style, common in Borgo nnd Valctta. \Vc were in great 
hopes that the interior of the building would have am!wcrcn in 
all respects to this curious sample, but the 9pa.ciou~ apartmcnb, 
perhaps in part or wholly destroyed in the great siege, appeared 
to have been entirely modernised Of l'cbuilt. III the garlicn is 

a grotto, with the date 1533, being the year before L'IsIc 
Adnm's death . 

So much more than we had anticipated of architcctural awl 
historic interest had turned up in this survey of }'orl St. Angelo, 
tJlat we were Dot withol1t hopes of finding trnces of antit}uity 
no less iIltcrcstin~, scattered, t.hrough the towns of Borgo and 
Selllglea. A long descent conducted us through the pOital to 
'the ditch, twcnt.y.fiv(' yards wide, which, udmitting the passage 
of the sea, separates the Fort from tIll'! Dorgo. Before leaving 
St. Aligelo, a few words arc requisite as to its Pllljt (:oDdition. It 
i .~ supposed that the: !lpot w ItS buil t upon at a v~ry early period, 
the: s ite of this l1itdl'-traditionally oe:eupying that of a tempfe 

dedicated to Juno. The Greeks und then HIC Arabs arc 
hdieved to have here hnd forts, and when Malta was ceded to 
the knights by CharlCl:l V. the fort was surrendered .to VIslc 

Adam by the Spanish Commaudant. During the great Riege it 

probably suffered less than any other portio;. of t1le fortifications, 
and would still have afforded 1\ refuge to the knights il d.6vcn 
out of Senglea and the Borgo. Already considerably eularged 
by successive Grand Masters, the Grand Master Carafa added 
to it new fortifications in W8G, and it was finished by Wigna
court in 1690. At the period whell the 1-'reneh took possellSion 
of Malta, its worb were in a very neglected state; they arc now 
in perfect order, and constitute, perhaps, the most iml)regnable 
bulwark of the place; no less than about eighty cannon being 
mounted upon its triple tier or 1attcries, which completely 
command the euu'anee of the Great H8rbour. 

A short ascent from thc bridge over the sea-ditch, brought us 
to the principal street 0' Borgo, whieh is narrow, and bordered L ___ _ 
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by housC8, which, though in a similar style, f\l'C 81'pI!J'Cntly of 
b"l'eatcl' age than those in Vnlctta. Passing on our lett· a gothic 
portal of the same period as the Grand Muter's house, we 
emerged into an irregular square, in the centre of which is a 
fountain, with Rl\ inscription commemorating the defence. A 
very short acquaintance with the" Victorious City" sufficed to 
show that its glory has departed, and pastlcd ovcr to the more 
favoured and fortunate Valetta. Everything has a dull, bygone, 
shabby look-no gay equipages and shops as in the Strada 
lkalc, no groups of officers nnd ladies-no life nor movement 
nre here to be seen-the by.strcch would not bear investigation, 
the I,IOUSCS are dilapidated, the people heavy and torpid, "od 
c\"idcntly UIl/lccuskuuco to the sight of thc curiou8 traveller. 
W c were in seurch of two cspecial objects of interest, besides 
allY stray gleanings we might fall in with-the ancient Palace 
of the Incluisition, and the sword and hat of La Valette. The 

former is a large edifice now serving a8 officers' quarters; the 
lower part, from its ponderous gothic pillars, evidently belonging 
to the ~lime period as the ancient buildings already described, 
and Hening ns i. foundation for the more modern ddifice above· 
Finding that it presented but little attraction, we Laetener. down 
to the Greek church of St. Lorenzo, in quest of the relics of 
La Valctte. This edifice, contrary to dlU expectation, proved to 
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he of a date posterior to the chapel in fort St. Angelo, and is 
hut rarely visited. No traces of the object of QUI' research were 
anywhere to be met with, and as none of the natives could speak 
Italian, it was with t>omc difficulty that we made known our wish 
to sec the soxton, who at lcngtb made his appearance, and con· 
ducted us to a neighbouring chapel, in which, under a glass case, 
are preserved the hat and sword of the heroic foundee of Valctta. 

After a glance at the battered ramparts of the Dorgo, we 
pa.sacd through ,its gateway and across its fosse into the adja
cent quarter of Durmobt .• which extends around the llCad of the 
creek, joining together the }!lore ancient Borgo and Scnglca. 
'l'he interest here is chiefly, if not entirely modern, this creck 
of the harbour, from its secure and sheltered situation, being 
occupied by the principal naval establishments (If the English 
government, as it was by those of the knights before them. The 
coup-d'ooil from the water is really magnificent; Qn the north sicle 
is seen the elegA.~t rr.'Mdcnce of the Admiral-Superintendant, in 
front of :whieh is generally moored some colossal man-of-war 
or steamer; while the Victualling-yard, the Dock-yard, and the 
Nnval arsenal, range around the extremity to the opposite side of 
the creek. The improvement.s made since the cession of the 
island to the English, are commensuratt; wit.h the extensive 
d('mands of the Mediterranean squadron. The flour autl hi~it 

fadory occupies the site of three large arches called the galley 
arcbes, erected by the Grand Master Wignacourt in 1692. The 
wbeat is wasbed, ground, and converted into biscuit, and the 
grain and Aour hoisted and moved about, almost entirely by 
machinery ; fifteen thousand pounds of bread, serving as a daily 
supply for as many seamen, arc produced every twelve hours, 
a quantity which can be doubled by working night Rnd day. 
The Dock-yard contAins everythllif. necessary for the immediate 
refitting of a man-of-war, and, since the use of war steamers, 
has received suitable additionl and improvements; the latest, a 
IpaciOWl dry dock, the w\nt of which had long been felt, being 
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brought to II. completion in 1848, nnd ha!l heen found of 
immense utility for heaving down IlIHI repairing the steamers 
of the squadron. These works have given employment to a 
large number of native llI'tificers, and confer upon the ndjaccnt 
streets of llurmola an active and business-like appearance. 

'l'hrollgh Burmola we finally directed our steps to Senglea, ill 
(JUC8t of Fort St. Michael, which bore the brunt of t110 terri hie 
Rnd oft-repeated Rssfl.ults of the Ottomans. But it was with no 
little difficlllt~,. aud not until after repeated inquiries, that we could 
distinctly ascertain its position. Of tim soldiers we questioned, 
some had never heard of such a fort., while others said it WII$ 

m'er in Vnlcttn-thus fl,iDtcr nIHI faillter often hecomes the . . 
echo of noule deeds, with the progress of time and chnngc! 
'l'ile gdJant fellows monllting guard upon the ramparts, little 
drea.med tbnt tIley were standing upon A. spot, oncc· heaped with 

c~rpscs, and · dyed with blood, which hnd once ,,,itnesscd the 
beight of daring, and the extremity of heroie endurance. .From 

the fort itsdf, at tlle ~. E. anglc of Scnglca, we proceeded to 
trace the cut'.rsc of thc wall which dcfl:nrls it on the side oppo
site Mt. Corradino, and from whence the Turkigh batteries kept 

up IiO tremendous a fire. Although still presenting a formidable 

----_._----------
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front, no part of the walls of MaItH. is so ruinous or neglected. 
Here the whole geone of the attack was taken in at a glance; 
the fort, the walls, the position of the stockade which Camlclissa 
vainly endeavoured to force, 1\11(1 the encampment of the Ottomau 

anny. A tlue of glorious recoUcdiolis rusllcuupon tlle memory, 
as it reviewed tile past history of tIle spot, hut on looking at its 
present condition, a very different train of ideas is somewhat too 
ahrnptly awakened j for the line of buiIc1ings behind these 
bastions is now become the lowest Wnpping of Malta, the 
favourite home~ashorc of tIle jolly tars of the fled, and til<: 

merchant-sailors from tllC cv.ck below, to whose rcyeh it seem!'! 
e~lu8i\'cly given up. Conspicuous afar upon the fronts of the 
houses are the names of the different" hotels," a~, to flatter the 
pride of poor Jack, they arc pompously denominated; such 
as the" Faith, Hope, and Charity," "the Colling-wooll," «the 
Ring of Bells," «the George," "the Loyely Polly;" in reality, 
so many grog-shni)!I- nnd urothels to drain him of Ilis hartl
earned cash, from whie'll, as 'I'e passed th em, the sounds of rude 
re\'elry and angry quarrel burst forth; while women of the 
10w(,."t order, in tawdry attire amI with 6~n.inflamed checks, 
emerged in broad !>unslline from the neighhouring alley!'!, in 
l&ose attire and still looser looks . 

'Ve were here in a somewhat uncomfortal.l ::! dilemma. 
Fatigued anel famished alike with our lengthened ramble, some 
refreshment bec.'l.me absolutely neees~ary ; bllt where to obtain it 
was the difficulty, for not a decent house of entertainmcnt,or tole
table restaurnnt, could we discover anywhere au Ollr coursc, from 
the height of S1. AngcJo to the point of Senglca. At lengtl}, 
after entering several "hotels," we made our WRy into onc 
cRUed <I the Shepherd," which seemed to promise a little better 
thn .. the rest, and were sho\vn into an upper ehnmber redolent 
of nauseous fumes, with a rickety table co,'ered with a foul 
c1oth,-rude pictures of naval exploits, and favom·ite ships-of 
PoUrs, and llettys, a~d Susans :in fiRming ribbonll, and yet 
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more flaming cheeks, and a highly colourOO. print of the virtuous 
Joseph escaping from Potipbar's wife. After procuring such 
refreshment 8S the place afforded, we adjourup.d to its negloctcd 
garden, a curious nook overhanging the harbour, and wbicb, . 
frolll au inscription that caught our eye on the waH above, Dot 
entirely decipherable, had been evidently formed and occupied 
in former times by onc of the principal magnatell of the Orde!. 
We regretted the more the not being able to make out all tIle 
inscription, ns its tenor appeared to be somewhat O'liginal and 
facetious, and t;urmountcd by what appeared to be a billiard~ 
ball and cue. 

Hoc fae, ct vivcs. 

VINCENTIUS CAIW'A, 
~UAE CliRISTlA.."lssrlUE IaUJESI.!.TIS rntLll'ri, lllllrANll.IlUU REGIS, 

EQUlTU':I!. PlUJ:YECTUS ITALIOOJl.UM, 

PJ.;lC, ET COlrll!IAlULIS C(lNS!l.IA1I.Il'S. 

Hie, ubi pugnavi quondrun discrimino. Ii.nces, 
H orLis delicias nunc mihi jure paro. 

1500. 

This 00, and thou shalt live. 

VINCENT CARAFA, 

PREl'ECT 01 THE 1T&LlAN lL"IGtrTII, 

UUU:, AXD I'11.IVY·COUli'C1UJOtt 01 ",g KOI!T Clml~T1AN MAJl:STT 

l'm~.J.p 01' SPAIN. 

Here, where I lLavc fouglLt battles, thou wilt conquer, 
Now, lIS is just, I prepare for mYl!f!lf I·he plCllSures of the gnnlcn. 

l590. 

Having followed the bastion!!, we direeted our steps to tbe 
main street, whioh intersects it! entire length, and which we 
wert: 1i\111)fised to find broad and hlllldsomely built, vying It'ith 
any in Valetta in 8Jrchitecturnl appearance, and nea1'ly so in 

I 
cleanliness; and haring in addition peeped into the churches, 
which, like the rest of tbose in Malta, "'ere well built and gor-

L __________ _ 
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geowly ornamented, and evidently well frequented, we descended 
to the ferry II.t the extreme point of Senglea, and, crossing the 
waters once eusanguined by the destruction of Candclissa's 
fleet of boats, landed at, Valetta, and ascended the streets of 
stairs to our lodgings in the Strada Bretanniea, well pleased to 
have traced out the localities, and collected at least some 
memorials, of the famous siegeof Malta.. 

Let us now pass very briefly over the subsequent history of 
the Order, which, indCf'd, presents no chapter of anything like 
equal interest. The defene~ I)f Malta resounded throughout 
Christendom, and raised to the highp.8t pitch the glory of La 
V I\letoo. But the congratulations and prescIl.ts from the different 
princes of Europe, which poured in upon him, collld not blind 
him to the perils of his situation, menaced afresh by the hosts 
of Sol,man, or distract his attention from a.. project he llad 
conceived for the sel'I\rc re_cstablishment of his Order. Tb:s 
was, to abandon the Borgo, and, as L'Isle Adam had originally 
iOltended, to erect a new city upon Mount Xibcrass, which com
mantled bot.h the harbours, fortifying it with the utmost re
sources of art. The J.>opc, thfl kings of France, Spain, and 
PertugaJ, and the different Italian potentat.es, contributed 
largely to this noble design, to further which, in audition, 
many of the Commanders of the Order also bestowed the 
greater part of their possessions. Having engaged the most 
abl!! engineers, La Valctte. on the twenty-eighth of March, 
1566, surrounded with all his Knights. laid the first stone of 
the new city. which, in his honour, received the appellation of 
VALETr.o1. The works were pushed with the utmost ardour, 
the Grand Master himself f!"lr two years never quitting thc 
spot. but often taking his repasill, and even giving his orders 
and audiences. in the midst of his workmen. But, although 
he had the 8atisfaction of seeing the rapid growth of &. city. 
which wu to bear his -name to posterity, he did not live to 
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witness its entire completion, being cut off by a COllI' rflJ 80leil in 
August] 568. 

In the armoury of Malta may be seen the suit worn by 
La Valcttc. It is of richer material, and more elaborately orna-

nlcntcd than that of L'Jdc Adam; and, as far as we are enahlc(l 
to judge, belonged to a man brond at the chest, and slemler in 
tile limbs, elegantly proportioned, and of the middling statute. 

Uis funeral obsequies were of extraordinary magnificence. 
The corpse was placed on board the chief galley, disarmed and 
with }lCr masts lowered, towed hy two other armed vessels, 
which trailed in the' sea the numerous standards and banners 

taken by !'I'. Valcttc from the Turks. These galleyS" were 
followed by two 'others, also covered with black cloth and faneral 
trollpings, on board of which the reigtlmg Grand Master, with 

• his Council and Knights, having embarked, the proce8S~on 
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issued slowly from the Great Harbour, Hnd clltcrcd that of 
Mana M uscet. Thc household of the departed, with his officers 
and servnnts in deep mourning, descended first on shore, the 
greater part carrying torches, while others oore stl\udards taken 
from the 'rurks. Next came the clergy, hCRring thc body. aIHl 
elmnfing the solemn prayers of the Church, immediately followed 
by the Grand Master, and the great body of his Knights. The 
eorpse of La Valctte waS oorne into the chRpel of Notre Dame 
de Victoire, which he had built at his own expense, Rnd interred 
with all thc solemn ceremonial justly due to the memory of :10 

illustrious a man. It Wfl8 afterwards, witll that of L'hle Adam, 
trllnsferred to the \'ault beneath 8t. John's Church, in ValcUR. 

Under tbe Grand Mastenbip of Pierre de Munte, tIle city of 
Valetta WM completed, und the residence of the Oroer trnn!l_ 
fcrrcd thither from the Borgo ill 15;"1, memorable for the 
glorioll!! sea-fight of Lepanto, in which Cervantes distinguish\d 
him~lf, Rud wa; taken prisoner. Although thi~ was It severe 
blow to the naval powct of thc Turks, they bad llot yet 
renounced the favourite idea of wiping out their past dis6"I'aCeS 
hy lhe reduction of Malta; but the fonnidable nttitudc assumed 
by the Knights in their new strolLgllOld led them rather to direet 
tlteir assaults ngain~t Hie fort of Golctta and the ciLy of Tunis, 
of which thcy lIucceeded in rendering themselves masters. In 
1615, sixty of their Sllips nppcnred before Malta, and landed 
5,000 soldiers, who were, however, unable to carry off nny of 
the inhabitants into slavery. These hostilities were as vigorously 
reciprocated by the gslleys of the Order, which, sometimes, 
attacking by themselves, succe.edec1 in capturing a far superior 
force; at otbers, joining their forces to those of the Venetians, 
rendered good service to Christf;ndom by keeping in check both 
the Turkish mflJ'ine and the Barbary corsairs, at a period when 
as yet the naval forces of the great European powers were but 
very imperfectly deve10p'ed. But, as the marine of Franl"e and 
England became more powerful, while the Turkish empire, 
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once 80 formidable, gradually sank into in~ignifl"Jl.nceJ the 
occupation of the Knigbts of Malta w&!! gone. Secure in their 
impregnable bulwarks, and covered with the prtltigt of 
former exploits, they became rather a corporation of wealthy 
princes than a body of hfLTdy walTiors. 'l'hcir luxurious habib 
Rnd their scandalous dissensions rapidly undermined their 11Owcr, 
and paved the way for a downfall fll ignominious all their risc 
was fujI of glory. The island, however, bas much to tllank 
them for. They applied themselves to the development of its 
resources, and C1U"Cfully fostered the cotton manufacture, wl,ich 
greatly enriched the population, iucreascd Dearly tenfold mulcr 
their flouri$lting ru1e. Those stupendous fortifications wltich 
attract the wonder of the stranger, werC, under the rule of the 
lIuceessivc Urand Masters, also carned to completion ; but the 
heroie spirit tlu).t. should have defcnded them was gone. 

Such was the altered position of Europe, and of the effete 
Knighthood of Malta, at the breaking outof the French ltevolu
t ion. 'l'lleir property in }'rnncc was confiscated, and the Order, 
as regards that couutry, annulled. Their revenues in ltAly and 
.Spain shortly afterwards followed, and the possession of their 
impregnable stronghold became the ned object of the policy of 
the Republicans. }.:miSimries were accordingly sent to rl\(~ 

island, who secretly fomented the divisions already existing 
among the knights, and also S".lcccssfully laboured to form Il. 

party favourable to the pretenslLus of the }' rench. Bonaparte 
aleo despatcbed a ship of war, which, under pretence of repairs, 
was permitted to enter the port for the purpose of refitting, but, 
in reality, to take lIueh observations as might facilitate a con
quest: a measure 8000 followed up by the sudden appearauce 
oC the French fleet, having on board the grand army destined 
for the l'eduction of Eb'Ypt. Bonaparte immediately sent 0. 

SUmmOllS to th~ Grand Muter, Hompeseh, to demand the free 
entry of all the ports for the whole of his fleet and convoy; ' a 
}lropoW. equivalent to a 8ul'l'Cuder. it ill uid by Alison that 
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<l the capitulation of the place hfld heen previously sccured by 

secret intelligence with the Grand Master and principal of~ 

firers!' It is at least certain thnt, 8 powerful party being 
ready to back the pretensions of the French, the city was a 
prey to dissension at a moment when unanimity was indispen_ 
sable. The preparations for defence had been neglected; and 
in the midst of panic and confusion the term!! of capit'llation 
were hurriedly arranged. To the Gr8n<l1iftstcr WItS secured u 
principality in Germany. or a pension fOr life of 300,000 francs; 
the French knightlt WCrf~ to rcceil'c a pension of 700 fmnes; 

and a promise was given t.liut the property of the inhabitants 
sr"ould not be invaded, lIor their religion disturbed. 'l'hus 

ignominiously crunc to a close, on tJle ]2th of J une, 1798, 
the once illustrious Order of St. J ohn of Jerusalem, hll\'ing 
8ubsi~ted for more than sevell hundred years. At this time 
its membcr8 consisterl of 200 French I>llights, 90 ltaliOll, . . 
25 Spani~h, 8 Portuguese, and 5 Anglo-Bavariun-in all, 328, 
of whom 50 Wf!rc di!lublcd by age ami infirmit ies; nnd the force 
undcr arms amounted to 7,100 men, which might cll!:lily have 
beelt ulCTeMel1 to 10,000. 

The I<~rencll might well congrntnlate themselves upon the 
facility with which they had acquired such a strollghllid. It is 

Imid that Bonaparte, on the evening of his arrival, on walklDl:; 
round .the bastions, suddenly stopped, and cxclaimcd, "What 
sublime fortifications !" to which Caffarelli replied, " It is well, 

general, ~hat there was some one within to open the gates to 
us j we should hav6 had more troublc in working our way 
through, had the place be~n cmpty." The greatest activity 
was displayed in putting the works into an effective state of 
defence, and a thousand guos were soon mowlted upon the 

bastions. Leaving ·General Vuuhois, with a garrison of 3,000 
men, and liberating and carrying off with him the Turkish 

galley-slaves, in order,. as Alison remarks, to produce a moral 
influence upon the Mahometan population in the countries to 

02 



1--------------- ------- -
I 84 CESSION 0J0' MAI,TA 

which their course was bound, Bonaparte set skil foy .Egypt on 
the 19th of June, after rifling SL .101m's, and carrying off with 
him the sword of La V alettc, and such treasure n.s could be readily 
obtained from the public edifices and churches. When Rsked, 
upon his departure, to b""'c his instructions as to the defeuce of 
the fortifications, he contented himself with laconically desiring 
Vnubois <t to lock the gates, and put tile key in Iits }1Qcket!' 

The indignation of the Mttltcse people WIIS excessive at finding 

themselves tim! sold to these new masters; and several of the 
treacherous knights were ma!olso.crcd by them in a tumult tlmt 
arose 011 tIle surrender. Their discontent was soon carried to 
its height by tile conduct of the Frellch, and shortly afth 
recei,ing the news of NelllOn's victory at Aboukir, they hroke 

into open insurrection. A detachment of !Soldiers was engaged 
in rifling a church at Citta Veecllia, when the ex~pcrated 
pqpulace fell upon and exterminated them; ,aud the flame 

spreading over the whole island, the French were soon com
pelled to shut themselves up within the walls of Vnlctta, 
where they were closely hemmed in by the insurgents. The 
di~tre$S of the Republicans was consummated by the appcar
anee of an English flp,et, which landed arms and ammunition 

for the people, and e~tablished a rigorous blockade, which waA 

sustained by the }'reneh garrison for a period of two years, 
with an heroic constancy far worthier of the L'Islc Adams and 
La V ruettes of old than of their degenerate dcsccmlanh, so 

recently expelled. After enduring the utmo!Ji extremity of 
famine, and without the slightest prospect of relief from Fran<,-e, 
the French commandant at length obtained an honourable 

capitulation from Ge~era.1 Pigot, who had assumed the direc
tion of t.he siege. Only a fcw quarters of wheat were left ,in 
the place, iDlIllfti.cient fo~ more than a day's provision. The 

English commissioners were received by General Vaubois with 
a dinner which exhibited all the refinement. of the cuUine . • Dishc'l which aeemed to he composed of evcry variety of 
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animal food were duly sct before them; nor could they help 
exprCl!sing their surprise at being treated to such Il repast, 
at tI. period when the garrison were supposed to be in want 
even of bread ; where\lpon the general assured them that thc 
matbitl of the dinner consisted entirely of tlomc tame rabbits, 
together with II. couple of quails, accidcntally b\kcn upon the 
J1lmpnrts, and skillfully disguised by the inimitable .skill of his 
artute, 

Besides co-operating with their ships lind forces in the 
restoration of Malta t,o its inhabitants, the English hl:lrl lUI· 

sumed, with their entire. consent, the civil direction of its 
aWairs; t.md on the 15th of JUlle, 1802, the members of the 
congress, elected by the frce suffrages of the people, solemnly 
lUade over the tlovereiguty of the island to the king of Great 
Britain and his successors. I t was not without great reluetnnee 
that the }'ren~h wcre compelled to give their assent; Ilnd 
lkmapnrte is reported to have said that he would as soon sec 
the English in possessio~ of a fllux bourg of Paris as of the 
fortress of Malta. An attempt was made at t he peace of 
Amicilfl to r('Mnstitutc the Order upon an mdepcudent basis, 
undcr the protection of a]) the great. powers of Europe ; bnt the 
1>o1emn protest of the Maltese themselve.s caused it· to be re· 
nounced, and at the congress of Vj(!nnn the posset:it:iion of the 
island was finally confirmed to the English, her national arms 

placed over thc gates, and the following inscription put up above 
tho :Main Guard in the Square of St. Gcorge, opposit.c the 
palace:-

IU.GN.t: .1:1' ·llf'o'ICTt't: Jl}l.lTA~N1.t: 

IitI.&LlT&SSIU H AlIO./l. 

" J;UIIOPit: vox 
li AS ISSUU~ OONfUU1AT, 

A.D. 1814. 

i 
I 



CHAPTER IV. 

l:XCUJI.5lON TO ST. I'AUL'~ IHY.-1Jls&f.lLT~TJOS OS Tin; ArOSTLE'g VUYAUJ;, A.NfI 

sCE~n:: 01' UI~ 5J111'W]:ECj:-CI TTA. VKCtlllA-I\lDW~: :.lllA, }:fe. 

ANcrrnF.R excursion was' marked out for us to-day, and to a spot 
which as far surpassed in interest that of the preceding, lU5 

the footsteps of the missionary I1r c Inore 8!\Cred and veucrablc 
than the traces of the warrior,-we mean St. Paul's Bny, where, 
ac~ordillg to very ancient tradition, the A~t1c of tbc Gentiles 
8uffered shipwreck on his voyage into ltll]Y. :!\1o.~t of my 
readers, we may safely presume, would set out on such an ex· 
cursion with feelings of no ordinary interest, which, in my own 
case, was gr(:atly incn'-RScd by the following cOllsideration :-

During scveral preceding journeys in the East, it had fallen 
to my own lot to follow upon the track of St. Paul, from hi ::; 
birth-place at Tarsui:I, cven to his prison in Rome. ] had 
traced his footsteps from Jerusalem-where we first heRr of him, 
WI a zealous persecutor of the Christians, consenting unto the 
death of the martyr Stephen-to DamascU!~, the scene of his 
conversion-and thence to Antioch, where" the disciples were 
first called ChristiaDs." I had fonowed IIi.! devious mis
sionary coul'lle to the shores of Crete and Cyprus, and the 
coasta of Aeiu ~Iinor, through the beautiful islands of the 
Archipelago, tc. Athens, "to Corinth, and to Italy; often sail
ing, with the Ncw Testament in hand, upon the very eame 
track, looking upon the same heAdlandS, passing through the 
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same straits, threading the same passes, and travelling over the 
same highways. I had stood on the top of Mars' lIill, where still 
remain the stone seats of the Areopagus, and the platform from 
which he dclivt:rcd his cdchrntcd oratioll,-clirnbec1 upon the 
slippery sea·bcat wrecks of the quay of Cresarea, whence he took 
his final departure from the land of his fON.!fathers, and with no 
less interest looked down upon the ruined mole of Puteoii, 
where first he landed upon the sllOrcs of Italy. Thi!! visit to 
the scene of his shipwreck, tlieD, was allotl1cr I\nd interesting 
link in the chai.. of personal recollections of the A postle's 
course. 

After an carly breakfast we started in a ealcchc, and passing 
out at Port Bomb, reach~d the summit of the hill at Casal 
Nasciar, where, between two antique smnll fort~, an extensive 
vicw suddenly opened over the grcntm' lJart of the islanu, 
St. Paul's Bay being among the most conspicuous features. 
A little distance on the left was a deep rocky dell with A. ca;crn, 
the sllot to which dlC A llO!'-tie traditionally retired after bis ship
w~ck for prayer ami meclita~oll-a tradition which, smacking 
us it does of the cave mania of l)alestine, aloll being in manifest 
opposition to the practical tone of the Apostle's mind, which 

-would rather have led him to dwell among Ilia. f",!low-men, than 
to seclude himself in an ascetic retirement, did not induce U~ to 
deviate out of thc direet road to the Day. Defore us, like 
beacons, were two white buildings, marking the opposite sides of 
its shorea; the, nearer one a tlat, small tower, aud called St. 
Paul's; more distant, on a bold ridge, an cnOl'mous aud showy 
pile, called the Palace of Seimoon, erected at a great expense, 
IUld for some incomprehensible pII-rpose, nnd at present tenanted 
only by 0. few peasants. 

Before entering into a more winute description of the spot, it 
will be well to introduce to the reader t-he following interesting 
dWertation, for which we are indebted to the pen of Mr. 
Samuel Sharpe, the l~ned historian of Egypt. 



88 ST. LUKE'S ACCOUNT. 

ON TIlE SUIPWRECK OF TID: APOSTLE rAn" .\N.t) THE 

llIS'roRlAN JOSEl'HTTS. 

The doubt that once hung over the island on which the 
Apostle Paul was wrecked, has been gradually giving way to 

the inquiries of travellers and critics. 'I'hey hu"c each helped 
the other j fHld we consider that it is quite proved that it was 
Malta. 

The traveller, when he visits the island, now looks with pious 
interest for the beach on which the ship wus stranded, for the 
shape of the hmd which made the !wo currents, and for the 
barbour ill which was wintering the second ship, that afterward,
car~ed the Apostle to Italy. Biography iii naturally more cn
gaging than history j our fcclings arc morc warmly moved by 
the suceCI:l~ or suffering of one man thau of a crowd. If the 
person about whom we read was 8 great and good man, our 
interest rises hi.gher. H his ailventures have been tuld with 
faithfulness and minuteness, we imagine ourselves prWlcnt with 
him at the time, and form pictures in our minds of the scenery 
and outward circumstances that may have accompanied the 
cvent!> toM. Such is the case with the simple but wost careful 
hil:ltory of the voyage aud shipwreck of St. Paul, written by his, 
fellow traveller, the Evaugelist Luke, in the last two ehapten of 
the Acts of the Apostles. 

In the case of some early "oyagclI and travels, we have \'Cry 
little to compare them with but the geography and natural 
history of the places mentioned. Such is the march of Moses 
out of Egypt. And in the case of St. Paul's voyage, though 
it is mentioned in other writings, yet it is highly interesting to 
r.ompare it with the map, and with the a.cCOWlts of other 
voyagf::r .. in those seas. They help us to fill up particulars 88 to 
the winds and coasts, which Luke has left out; amI they ena.ble 
us to understaLd more exactly the difficulties ill which tbe ship 
was placed during the storm. Every autumn the same winds 
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are met with by the sailor in those seas, the same stonn is to be 
dreaded, the same rocks and quicksands must be shunned, the 
same course is to be run by his vessel, and the same harbours 
lU"e at hand for his shelter. Every natural feature that tbe 
traveller has seen and related to us, adds life to the Evangelist's 
narative, explains it when necessary, and at the same time 
proves its accuracy.* 

Rightly to understand thc shipwreck, and the ilircction ill 
which the ship was being driven before the storm, it will be 
worth while to be~in I1t the beginning of this interesting voyage. 
Indeed, without it we could hardly prove that Malta was the 
island on whieh the Apostle was wrecked; as critics used t.o 

think that it was the islaud of Melita in the Adriatic Gulf. 
It was when Nero was cmperor of Rome, and Felix was 

bJ"()verlJor of Judea, that Paul, while preaching ill Jerusalem, 
was taken up and thrown into priwlI on the cbargc of breaking 
the Jewish law: Ly§ias, the Roman governor of the city, he~rd 
what his accusers had to say against him, and was puzzled both 
by the trifling nature of the charge, and by the excitement it 
caused l'LlllODI; the Jews. lIe was alarnwd both for Panl's 
safety, and for the peace of the city, if he released him ; and 
therefore he sent him to CoosarcaJ where tIle gm"crnor of the 
province dwelt, that the charge might be heard by r'clix hilli:>clf. 

About that time, perhaps, .4.. D. GO, though the year is un
certain, Porcius li'estus camt: into Judea, a8 goveruor of the 
province, to succeed ·,Felix. Festull also heard the cbarge against 
Paul; and on .Paul's refusing to go back to Jerusalem to be 
tried, and saying, "I appeal unto Cresar," ~~estus determined to 

get rid of the difficulty by Hending him to Rome. TIllS pri
vilege of appealing to Rvme, Paul gained by being born at 
TarsU8. Accordingly, he was t-o be sent as a prisoner, but with 

• No author Aa.a contributed so much to explain tile \lIo8t two chaptcr5 of the 
Acta of tlIe Apostles lioii ~. J!:\l'OCS Smith of Jord&nhill, in his "VoyOStl and 
Shipm'lKlk of 8t. Paul." from which the v;riter ha.s borrowed freel,. 
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as little IICVcrity as possible ; alld his higb charActer for learning 
-aud virtue gained him kind treatment from thOliC "ho bad him 
in charge. Here we will begin with the word" of the Evangelist" 
though it will be Uf'oossary to employ a more exact and more 
correct translation than that in common U8~ . 

" And when it was determined that we should sail to HaJy, 
they delivered Paul, and some other prisoners, unto 1\ centurion, 
named Juliull of the Augustan Band!' 'rhe eighth or the 
Augustan Legion was stationed on that coast, as may be 
learned from the coins of Beyroot. "And entering fI. ship of 
Adramyttium." that was !:Jailing }lomcward, <I we launched, 
meaning to sail to the COllSts of Asia, Aristarclms, a .Maccrlonitl\l 
of Th~1l1onicaJ being with UII," He was accompanying 1)8ul 
in love Bud reverence; for as the centurion had put his prisoners 
into a merchant ship, he, and Luke, the writer of the narrath'e, 
and mnny others of Paul's friends could take their passage in 
th; same ship, and accompany him. "And tli.e ncxt day we 
touched at Sidon," having sailed about seventy miles. "And 
Julius treated Paul mildly, and gave him liberty to go to his 
friends to refresh himself. And when we launched from thence 
we Sltiled under the lee of Cyprus, because the winds were 
contrary." Had the wind been favonrable, the pilot would 
have laid his course in a straight lin~ from Sidon to Rhodes, 
passing on the south side of C~prus; 88 it was, he kept nearer 
thc coast, and passed on the north side of Cyprus. It And when 
we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia," betwcen 
Cyprus !illd the mainland, "we came to :Myra in Lycia. And 
therc the centurion found an Alexandrian ship sailing to Italy, 
and he put us therein." Had the wind been Cftsterly. the 
Alexandrian pilot would bardly have been on that oo88t, he 
would have sailed from Alexnndrla along the coast of Africa to 
Cyrene, and thence have crossed to Sir:ily. But the w~terly 
winds had made him take the longer course by the coast of 
Asia, and he had anchored in the bay ~f Myra. The Alexan-
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dril\D ships were of a very large size, and had a particular 
merit in thc eyes of the Hehrew passengers. 13y the l'lw, the 
J ewlS were forbidden to drink out of wooden vessels, as being 
unclean; but in the M.ishna, an exception is made in favour of 
the large well of water in the Alexandrian ships. .. And when 
we had sailed lJ]owly for several days, and were scarcely come 
to Cnidus," an island near the south-cast point of Asia, .. the 
wind not suffering us, we sailed under the lee of Crete, by 
Salmone," the most easterly point in that island. " And 
hardly passing it, we came to a eertain place called Fair Hayens, 
nigh whereunto was the city fJf Lasea," in the middle of the 
soutlh side of the island. 'l'here the pilot waited for a change 
of wind, which was still blowing froro the wei'it. 

It is not improbable that in Crete Paul may have been 
kindly allowed to laud, as he wa." at Sidon. 'rhe other 
l>agsengcrs might please themselves. If the- Apostle landell, 
we may be sure lh,lt h~ employed his time in preaching th~ 
Good Tidings, which had hecn declared by Jesus, of forgiveness 
to those W}IO repented. Here he would endeavour to fouud 
11 Christiall Church. 'fwo yeati! afterward", w Ilcn released 
from his ehains in Rome, he WriteR au Epistle to Titus, whom 
he ·had left behind in the island of Crete, to appoint elders in 
the several cities. In this, and the Apostle's other Epistlcs, 
there are difficulties respecting his own movements from eountry 
to COWltry, and the movements of his friends. To remove 
these difficulties, some critics have supposed that he made a 
second voyage to Rome, and touched a second time at the 
island of Crete. But this see.ms a very unncccsswy supposition. 
It is morc natural to believe that Titus was oue of the friends 
who, with Luke and AriJltsreb.us, accompanied the prisoner on 
his voyage, and tbat it waa while the ship was detained by 
wC8terly winds in the harbour of Fair Havens, that ChristiRllity 
WlUl. firat preached in Crete, and that when the ship sailed Titus 
was left behind, U to set rn order the things wanting." 
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The gales of the Autumnal equinox, which blow from the 
north-west, and were called the Etesian winds, nrc usually 
followed by a quiet October. Bui this yC&l' the EtesiaD wintls 
continued longer than tUual. "And when much time was 
spent, and the voyage was already dangerous. because even the 
fast," which with the J ews began on the 5th of October, "was 
already past, Paul advi~d. saying, Men, I perceive that the 
voyage wiD be with hurt and much damage, not unly of the 
lading and the sLip. but also of our lives. But the centurion 
believed the pilot and owner of the ship rather than whht ,,",'as 
said by Paul. And because the J!avcll WI\S not commodious to 
wintcr in, the greater number gave (uhicc to set sail th~nce 
also, if by Bny means they might reach PhCllicc, a havell of 
Crete, facing away from the south-west wind ami nc.rth~wcst 
wind, and winter there. And wIlen the south wind blew softly, 
supposing that they had obtained their purpolle, loosing thence 
they sailed close by Crete." This yeiir, hO~'ever, the stormy 
season, which is looked for in November, began earlier than 
usual. "And not long Jter there beat against it a tcmpcstuoull 
wind, called Euroclydon," or more correctly EuroquiloD, cast
llorLb.east, which the Alexandrian sailors ealled a Typhonian 
wind, as though it were s(:nt by their wicked god Typhvn. 
Thill made it impossible to reach the port they were aiming at, 
though only fifty miles from }'air Havens. "And when the 
ship W/l.S caught, aud could not bear up against the wind, we 
gave up and were drifted. And running under the lee of a 
certain island called Clauda," about ten miles from Crete, 
"even while so far sheltered, we were scarcely ahle to get hold . j 
of the boat. And wbell they had taken it up, they used helps, I 

undergirding the ship," with cables, to save it. from going to I 
pieces in tile ,rougher sea they were to meet when they loat the 
IIbelter of the island~. The storm was driving them towards 
the coast of Africa, into the large bay called the Syrtis, or 
lJuickland, to the southward of due 'west. The aim. of the 
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pilot was to run the ship to the northward of due west j but 
he migllt well doubt how far he could keep the desired course 
under such 11. storm. "And fearing lest they should fall into 
the Syrtis, they lowel'cd the sail, and so were driven. And as 
we were exceedingly tossed by the tempest, the next day they 
lightened the ship," throwing some of the l:argo overbolU'd. 
It And on the third day they cn.st out with their own hands the 
tackling of the ship," that is to say, the great yard of the main
sail, and perhaps the main-mast itself, a work which would 
require the help of nIl hands on hoard. "And when neither 
81m nor ~tars appeared for ll~nny days, and no small tempest 
overtmog, at last 11.11 hope of our bci Jlg saved was taken away." 

'1'he Apostle now stood forth to give comfort to the despairing 
crew. He hlUi before wR.rllcd them of their danger, IUld advised 
that they should remain in Fair Hfl\·Cns. He now told tIlCm 
that he had been assured hyan angel from God in the night, 
that though the ~hijl ~a.s to be wrecked, not a life would be· 
lost. "And when the fourtecnth night was come, as we were 
driven along in the Adriatic," as that part of the Mediterrane~n 
was then caUed, "about midnight the sailors dL"Cmed that some 
country drew near to them. And they sounded and found 
twetlty fathoms; and when they had gone a little further, they 
sounded again, and found fifteen fathoms. Then fcaring Jest 
we should fall upon rocky places, they threw four anchors out 
of the stern, and wished for day. And as the sailon were about 
to flee out of the ship, and had let down thc boat into the sea, 
under colour as though they would carry forth anchors out of 
the foreship, Paul said to th.e centurion and to the soldiers, 
Unless these men abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. Then 
the soldiers cut off the boat's rop~, and let her faU off!' 

"And while day was coming on, PaUl besought them all to 
take food, sa.ying j This is the fourteenth day that ye have 
tarried and wntinued fasting. having taken nothing." During • 

I 
such a storm the men could hardly be able to light a fire or to 

----------------, 
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cook food. They must have been OD very short allowance. 
"Wherefore I pray you to take food, for thil; is for your safety ; 
for Dot 0. hair shall perish from the head of Any of yon. And 
when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to 
God in the presence of them all; and when he had broken it, 
be began to eat. Then were all of good eheer j and they also 
took food. And we were in all in the ship, two hundred and 
seventy-six souls. And when they were satisfied with food, they 
lightened the ship, cllsting out the coru into the !jea.." As they 
had detennined to run the ship aground, the eargo of wheat 
would be lost at any rate j and hy making the ship lighter, they 
would he able to Ket nC:ll'Cr to the shore before it struek. t· 

. " And when it was (hay, they knew not the land, but they 
discovered a certain creek with a beach, into which they were 
minded, if it were possible, to thrust the ",hip. And having 
cut off' the fUlchors, they threw them into the sea, at the 

'·same time loosing the bands of the r\ldde~; and hoisting up 
the foresail to the wind, they made toward the beach. But 
falling into a place with two currents, they ran the ship 
aground; and the fore-part stuck fast, aOll remained immov
able, but the !Stern was hl'oken by the force of the waves. And 
the soldiers' munsel was thll.t they should kill the prisOltel'S, 
lest any of tllem should swim out and escape. But the centu
riOD, wishing to !lave Pll.ul, iept them from their purpose j Rnd 
commanded that those who could swim should throw themselves 
off first and get to land, and the rest, some on planks, and 
some on things out of the ship: And so it came to pass that 
aU came safe to land. AnA when they were saved, then they 
knew that the island was called Melita," or Malta. 

Thus this large Alexandrian fihip, at fiJ'!lt heavily laden with 
corn, but lighter as .the cargo was thrown overboard, had run 
before the wind, with its sails at first lowered for 8Itiety, and 
then with ita main-ylU'd and sail, thrown overboard, from 
Claud", near Crete, to Malta, about 470 miles in thirteen days. 
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Tbe wind had been blowing cRSt-north-cllst, hut the captain, 
bearing up us well as he could to the northward, to avoid the 
Africau coast, hnd rcached Malta from the east-south_east. 
He had found soundings in the dark, and WlUI running along 
the north-cast coast of the island without seeing it, and in the 
morning had run aground, in a bay open lo the cast-north-cast, 
from which quarter the wind blew. Tradition and nautical 
criticism agree in pointing out the spot where the Apostle was 
saved from the dangers of shipwreck, and it still bear!) the 
name of St. Paul's Buy. 

"And the barbarians ~h.t)wed us no common kindness." 
'l'~y were to he culled barbarians only becnusc of their 
lau6ruagc j for beillg of a Phrenician racc, they could not speak 
Greek. The Apostle spent bis time OIl the island in works of 
piety. He laid his IUlIId!:l on the sick, llnd prayed O\'t;r them, 
and healeoi. them, and in return" they presented us with mlUlv . , 
presents, Rutl laa£d lIs as we set sail with things for our 
wants. 

" And after three months," that is, in the February of next 
yent', " we sP.t sail in all Alexandrian ship, wh;dl had wintered in 
the isle, whose sigu," or figure-head, " was the Children of Jove." 
This ship hud, no doubt, left Alexandria eariier in the season 
than that in which the Apostle sailed. It, very prohably, h:1(l 
sailed in a direet course from Alexandria, coasting Africa, till 
it came to Cyrenc, and thencc crossing over to Malta. "And 
coming to Syracuse, we tarried there three days. Aud from 
thence, going round, we came to Rhegium," on the coast of 
Italy, a. port in the Straits ,of :Messina. "And after one day 
that the south wind blew, we came on the second to Puteoli," 
on the bay of Naples. Tbi, 'Was the end of the voyage, as 
being the nearest port to Rome in which the Ia.Tgc Alexandrilln 
ships could anchor. "There we found brethren," of the 
Hebrew nation, "and were asked to tarry with them !lCven 

• daye, and 10 we went toward Rome. And from thence, the 



, 

Iw TilE HISTORIAN JOSJ.:PHUS. 

j ~~~~_rcn who had heam of us came to meet Ut as far as Appii 
Forum and the Three Taverns, whom wh('u l'aul saw, he 
thanked God, Rnd took courngc. And when we cnme to Rome, 
the centurion delivered the prisoners to the caph.in of the 
guard, but suffered Paul to dwell by himself with a soldier that 
kept him," 

The year in which Festus came into Judea to succeed Felix 
in the government of the province is, 118 we have remarked, 
uncertain. So, also, is the number of months that Paul rc~ 
mRincd at Cresarca before his voyRgc after the arrival of }'estus. 
The time of his shipwreck is, tht:;rCforc, doubly uDcertain. Jt 
mfty unvc been in the alltumn of the year (iI, 02, or even-63. 
Ti;c Jewish historian Josephus, tells us of himMClf, that he was 
born ill the first year of Caliglda, Rnd that when he wa..~ in his 
twenty-sixth year, or A.D. 62, he also was shipwrecked in the 
Adriatic on his voyage to Rome, in company with some country
~en who had appealed to Cresar. His 'RCCOU;tt of the voyage 
was written forly or fifty years afterwards, in his oM age, and. 
therefore. it wants nIl t1lose little particulars, which we have 
been dwelling upon in Luke' ... history. It is hoastful, as to 
himself, like hi!:! other writings, and from them we may suppose 
that it exaggerates in the numbers, and is careless of accurMy_ 

But be agrees with Luke, ~ far 8S to prove that the two 
writers sailed' and were shipwrecked in the same ship. His 
words are as fo11ow8:-

" But when I was in the twenty-sixth year of my Rge, it 
happened that I took a voyage to Rome, on the occasion which 
I shill now describe. At the time when FeJix was procurator 
of Judea, there w~re certain priests of my acquaintance, an(} 

excellent persons they: were, whom on a Rmall and trilling occa
sion be had put into ~onds, and sent to Rome to plead their 
caU8e before Cres8l'. These I was desirolls to procure deliver
ance for, and that especially because ~ waa informed that tbey 
were not unmindful of piety toward. GOO, even under tbeir 

\_----
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afflietions, but supported themselves with figs lind nuts. 
Accordingly I came to Rome, though it were through mnny 
hazards Ly sea; for, as our ship was drowned in the middle of 
the Adriatic sea, we that were in it, being about GOO iu 
number, swam for our lives all th(' night; when, upon the first. 
appcarnnce of the day, and upon our :>iglit I,f a ship of eyrene, 
I, and llome others, eighty in all, by God'::! Ilrovidence, prC"cllted 

the rcst, and were taken up iuto tile other sllil': and when I 
Jlnd thus escaped, and was come to Dicenfchia, which the 
Italians eal11)ute01i, I hecame acquainted with Aliturius. lie 
was nn actor of plays, and InJ-lCh belov{'d by J\ero, hut a J cw 
by blrtll; lind through his interest became kllown to Poppea, 
Clesar's wife, lind took care, fiS soon ru:o pos!!.iblc, to entreat llcr 
to procure tlmt the priesh might h(~ set at liberty; find when, 
beside!!. this favour, I had obtaim:fl mallY presellts frOIll Poppea, 
I rdurned home agaiu." 

The ouly real diffcrclfce bctw·cen the two accouuts is, that 
Josephus docs not mClItioli the stny of three months 011 the 
island of "Malta. H e: writes as if tll C sllip were wrecked ill the 
open sl':a, ami he was saved hy being at onec tl1kcn up into the 
sc(.'(md ship. This vcry great Ilisllgrt'cment ill the two lIarrati'·es 
wcomust set to the account of Joscplms's illu~'Il·aey. 'flle 
:;econd ship he rightly calls 11 ship of CY1'eue, for the Alexlul· 
drian vessel, ill 1\ favourable \'oyage, may ha\'e touclwd at that 
port. Hc ndds to the Al'03tolie history, the interesting 
information, thnt it WIIS through the Jewish actor, Aliturius, 
that he, and, we may add, the Apostle and Christianity, gained 
an introduction into" Coesar's household." * That Josephus 
sailed ill the same ship with Paul, we may hold for certain. 
No Jews born in Judea had the privilege of Roman citizenship; 
of Jews ",ho ha.l that privilege, the number WlU'I s~ small, that 
it is liot probable t1l1<t two such appcnls to Rome, by Jews 
from the provin{te of J ;ldea, should have been Hllowed iu the 

• 
• See PLi!o iv. 22. 
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rei!m of Nero. That two ships, carrying such Hebrew appel
lant ' from Judea, hould have be n wrecked in the Adriatic, 
from both of which the pa eng r hould h ve been aved, and 
landed at Puteoli, and that within the pace of thrce ycar , we 
may pronounce impos ible. 

o then the J ewi h historian J 0 cphu , when a young mall, 
made the voyage from Cre area to Italy with the Apo tIe Paul, 
the Evangeli t Luke, and their friend Aristarchu , and, for part 
of the way, with the young Titus. He call the Apo tIe hi 
friend, though worldly prudence forbad hi naming him. From 
the e fellow-traveller he must have heard the opinion of thc 
Ch.ri tians. He wa able to contradict or confirm. all that thet aid 
of the founder of our religion, for he was born only eight years 
after. the crucifixion. But J 0 ephu , when he Wl'~tc hi hi tory 
and life, wa a courtiel', and even a traitor to his country-he 
wanted moral courage, he did not mean to be a ma~tyr, and 
'any te timony in favour of a de pi ed "act i ~ot to be expected 
from him. The pas age in hi Antiquitie, in which J e u i 
prai ed, we may give up a. a forgery of the third century: it 
is enough for us to remark, that after having lived for five 
month with Paul on the voyage from Judea to Italy, he do 
not write again t thi ame t teacher of Christianity, a either 
a w ak enthu iast, or a crafty impo tor. But he prai e his 
piety and virtue , and boast hat he was of use in obtaining 
hi relea e from pri on. 

To return to our de CriptiOIL We reached the hore of the 
bay at t. Paul' Tower, a fortified building erected for the 
defence of the co~t, 8.l'ld garrisoned by a few of the native 
Malt ac Fencible. It tand almost upon the edge of a rock, 
Olle of the highest po~t of the low precipices surrounding the 
bay, which is everywhere fretted into singular coves and nooks 
and reefs, by the incessant action 9f the wave. From this 
pot au excellent view i obtaiued of the mouth of the bay. 


