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As I ha~e aeen.but a part of the countrie which I am about to 

describe, it is neces ry that I should give an account of the 
ourees from which I have drawn my information; and I take the 

opportunity, thu afforded, of ackno ' ledging my obligations to the 
gentlemen from whom I have received assi ~ance. 

i a engaged for a year on my journey to the King of Caubul's 
court, and another year elapsed before the mis ion was finaUy 
di olved. The whole of that period as employed in such enquiries 
regarding the kingdom ' of Caubul as were likely to be u eill to th 

n government. The first part of the time was spent, by all the 
member ,of the mi sion, in the acqUisition of general infOl'l!lation ; 
but durin the remainder, a preci e plan was arranged among the 
party and particular branch of tb investigation. assigned to every 

ntlemaD who took a share in it. 
The geography ano i d 0 Lieutenant Macartn y, (Mr. Tickel1~ 

the other surveyor, having been sent back to India on duty;) and he 
• . a i ted by Captain Raper, 'already kn~wn to the Public by his 

8CfOWit of a Journey to th urees _of th Ganges. Th climate, . 
spil, produce and husbandry re undertaken by Lielttenant rvin t 

and tr enue by Mr. Richard Strachey. The history 
r. der, and the government and t manners 

people to e. 
abllDfilaD't opportunities of enquiry w ·le in the Afghaun 

and, after our return e continued to examine the 
ose coun that a companied U8, and those 

Delly and in it n ighbourboOd. We 
A 2 
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, &lao went to the fair ~ Hurdwar (the great reJldeZV()U8 for nativee 
of the countries north-west of India) and into the' Mghaun colony 
of Rohilcund. By these' means we 'completed '(Jur ' reports"which 
were transmitted to Government in the end of 1810; at which ti~e 
I set out for the Deckan, and coosider~d my sbare in the trans
actions of the Caubul mission as at :aJt ' end. Mr. Irvine had then 
thoughts of writing an ' account of the 1w'ghauns, u,r which, from 
the diligence and extent of his researches, he was well prepared; 
but, as it had from the first b~en less his object tol de~ribea par
ticular people, than to enlarge his acquaintt.nce with -the · history of 
human society, ·his investigations soon led him to some general 
views, which he thenceforth determined to pursue. For this pur
pose he ha$ been occupied, during the last three years, in laborious 
enquiries into the condition of' different oriental nations, and· his 
account of Caubul has in conseqll~nce been abandoned. 

I was first determined to undertake the task by the suggestion.of 
Sir .Tames Mackintosh, whose zeal fo'r the prOlnotion of knowledge 
h~ been felt even in these remote countries. He strongly recom
mended that the geographical information collected by.the gentlemen 
of the mission sbouldin some shape be communicated to the Public; 
and his kindness in offering, Oll; his departure for England, to super
intend the printing of what I might prepare for publication,removed 
the greatest obstacle to my entering on the design. About:thesame 
time, accidental circumstances brought a number of Afghauns ttom 
the parts of the country with which , 1 was least acq~inted, ,to 

Bombay ,and Poon.: I accordingly renewed my investigations with. 
their assistance, arid I now lay -the result befOre the Public. . 
~t I have already said has in 8Omemeaaure ,explained ' my 

oblig4tiont. By the kindness of the 'other gentlemenot ,them __ 
I 'was aHowed the use of. their repom,of which I·have oAenamkfd 
myself, both to direct my enquiries, aadto ,$upplyU1e de6ciencee of 
my information . 

. I am ipdebted to Mr. Strachey 'tor1ll8, '1a~relati.tG : , ; the 
royal revenue, the tenures of Iand, 'thepr,j.ee _Gfeommoditiea. ,aqd 
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the trade of the k~in. Mr. Strachey had, besides, the goodn1!ss 
to allow me\he use of his journal to correct my own, in dra.wing ~p' 
the .iDarrative of our proceedings. The' history of the three last 
reigns is taken from Mr. Alexander; but ~t by no means gives a just 
idea of the interesting details which his work contains . . 

I .find some difficulty in explaining my obligations to Mr. Irvine. 
I have drawn from him most of the facts relating to the rainy seasons 
of, Afghaunist&tm, much of the s.lender acco~nt I have given of the 
animals, minerals, andvegetab1es; a large portion of my inf~rmation 
on the hus~an.dry and .pro.du.ce, and some facts in the geography and 
statistics; but I have left . the greater part of' his valuable report un
touched; and although I have always had the respect for his opinions 
which ' is due to the care and accuracy .. of his researches, yet I . ·have, 
in many cases, had opportunities of investigating myself the subjects 
t{) which they .relate, and of asserting, on my own authority, the 
facts he has recorded. On the other hand, the constant communica
tion I , had with Mr. Irvine, till the final dissolution of the mission, 
gave me opportu,nities of deriving much information from him on 
subjects unconnected with his own branch of the inquiry, and renders 
it impossible for me to discriminate the ideas lowe to him fro'm those 
which occurred to myself:. 

From the late Lieutenant Macartney I have taken- the direction oi 
• 

the mountain., the course of the streams, the relative position of the 
towns, and, in short, almost the whole of the information contained 
• the map. I have also obtained from that officer's memoir many 
.pUti.culars. which I h~e u~ed in my d~8criptive and statist-ical accounts 
of theoountry. The zeal and abilities ,of the late Mr. Macartney are 
wellknown ····-tothe· g(,)vemJ.llent ~ich he served; . and his frank and 
~eteStedliberality .i:a communicatillg ~is information, will long 
_:~ember'edijy all who were ,interested in the geography of those 
OOWatJies ,to . wllich· ! Qe ~.had ; .;. d.ifferent times directed his at.tention . 
. 1 ,could not refrain from this trib)lte to. the merits of this much ' re

'~~;" lJntit·,,,ou1diU accord wid.t the medesty and aver-



ciently obviou at have not had 
iPt'&11"V as istance i . the compositi~n or corr ti f 

ve not negl~ed to a ·1 my elf of th ice 0 

hich many imperfectio ha e been remov 
e faults of style would be of little 00 equen 

of my account re from rror. From th. nature of my U8aal"-

tald g, many i ta will doubtl be di vered, our ac-
oe . th the coWltri I treat of· incre • but in the reo-

tate of our owl edge, no attempt to elucidate th ttl n be 
--,..nn pre umptuous, and hate er errors I may b found to have 
CUDIIDl· tted, will not, I trust, be ascri to ant of indu try, 
·~tP.rf:~ce about truth. 







. en an account, of the mode .-.c.-"" 
COIMTudaon,of his map, and to have sh 

...... II*iLCal information was boBO ed fl'Oltl him, 
opltlUClm and mine disagreed; but, 011 consideration, i 

. ve the _ important part of r. Macartljey! Rrtbnoir in 
it I beg leave to refer my reader: he will there find, 

.... 4r ... --.tter to hich I principally allude, good acCOUD of the Oxus. 
Punjaub and other interesting subjecats. i have still, how

niHlP.MI':ations to oWer. Mr.' Macartney's d 'gn in forming his map 
_lIoc:llv all the information he had himself collecte , and to ve the 
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to be understood when di1rers from his predeces&Gl'8, that 
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red from those air dy in the possession of the p b ·c • 
. areounts, it may be well ta • f4 f4 D-

OD the lines formed 



NOTICE 'REGAnDING THE MAP. 

because it is procured £i'om the' natives; and it might he urged,4ithat the 
Afghauns are remarkable for observation and veracity, and that it is common 
among them for a man to repeat a route after a long interval, without ,'ary .. 
ing either in the distance or direction of a lingle stage; but this question 
is of the less consequence, as nothing is known 'of the geography of .. the 
countries in question that is not derived from the natives. Mr. Foster, it 
is true, has published his route through the Caubul dominions, but he gives 
the number of flrsa'R{!s in each stage, according to the infonnation mere
ceived, and not the n'umber of mile,'!, as he would have done ha.d his distances 
been the result of his own observations. I consider this preference of Mr. 

, Foster's all a proof of his judgment, for· he had no instruments, and, how
ever superior he ,was to the natives in all the other requisites of a traveller, 
he could not be so gQOd a judge of the length of a stage as a person who 
had often travelled it, and was besides accustomed to estimate th~ rate at 
which camels mo,rc. 

The principal alterations I have myself made in the map lie to the south 
of Ghuznee, 'and to the north of Hindoo Co08h. Mr. Macartney poSsessed 
fewer routes in the south of Afghaunistaun than in any other Pal-t of the 
kingdom, and the information I obtained in the IJeccan referred pincipally 
to that quarter; I therefore constructed the southern part ef the Dap anew, 
and am answerable for as much of the tract between the parallel$ oj Ghuznee 
and Shikarpoor, as lies west of the range of Solimaun, arid soith of the 
river Turnuk. In framing this I derived great advantage fhm llsing 
Kelauti N usseer Khaun (the position of which has been asceltained by 
Messrs. Christie and Pottinger) for one of my fixed points, as wdI as from 
the means I possessed of settling the position of Dauder with tohable pre. 
Cl!)10n. It • still stands nearly where Lieutenant Macartney put i; but his 
judgment has been, confirmed by many routes of mine, and by a pap drawn 
up by Mr. Pottinger, in which it is placed within a few miles orts position 
in Mr. Macartney's map. All to the south of the parallel of~hikarpoor 
will be found in the printed maps: I have nothing to add t~he public 
information. In the south west I have availed myself of' M. Christie's 
route, (published by Mr. Macdonald Kinnier) for fixing the~tion of 
Jcllallabad in Seestaun. 1 have made but a slight deviation fro,heprinted 
rout.e., and that for reasons which appeared to justify the cl~gei but I 
have retained Fllrrah and Heraul in the situations assigned to ~~m by Mr. 

Macartney. No oth~r p .. osjti~n of Heraut WQul.d ag."e.wjt. h. M.1rfd.· ,.oartlley'.s 
routes, or my own mf~rmation. I have not mdeedbeenab1eJoaacE!~ 
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the authority on which it has been placed in the position now generally 
adopted. Major Rennell proceeded on the information of Mr. Foster.; but 
that traveller obRerves that the road fi'om Gimmuch (Dimmuk) to Hcraut bas 
nearly a northern course (Vol. II. Page I 15), and if such a direction were 
given fi-om the point fixed fiJI" Gimmllch in Major Reuuell's Map, it would 
bring Hcraut nearer to the position assigned to it by Mr. Macartney than any 
other that has yet been thought uf: 

Mr. Macartney had placed Bokhara in latitude 37° 45' north, and longitude 
63° 10' east, which was so contrary to received opinions, that I was induct.~d to 
€xaminc it particularly; and 1 soon tClUud it equally inconsistent with my 
own information. 1 have no doubt Mr. Macartney waR under a mistake; and 
that he was led into it, partly by a very erroneous route (the only Que he pos
sessed between Hcraut and Bokhara), and partly by his overlooking the pro
verbial length of the marches in Toorkistaun. My information confirms his 
positions on the roads to Hokhara, 'South of Hindoo Coosh; but from that 
mountain I find many of them too short. I am not satisfied with Illy own 
position of Bokhara, which is in 39° 27' north latitude, and 62° 45' east longi
tude. Anthony Jenkinson, who took an observation in J 558, declares t.he 
latitude to he 39° 10'; while 1\1r. Thomson, who visited Bokhara in 1740, 

asserts it to l)c in latitude 39° 30', though without saying whether he had 
observed it or not. Major Renne] places it some minutes. to the south of 
39° 30': but the great.est variation is in the longitude, which Major Renncl 
fixes upwards of forty minutes further west. t.han I have done. 1 should have 
been inclined to adopt his account fi'om respect f()f his authority, but it could 
not be reconciled to my information. 

On the whrle, I cannot hope for much accuracy iIi my share of the map, 
having never before attempted any thing of the kind; but 1 hope it may be 
useful till something better is brought f()fWard, and that, even after the prin
cipal points are fixed with more accuracy, the intermediate routes will be 
found of some service. 

The route from Bokhara •. , Chushmdl Moree, and that from fiulklt to th(~ silme place were 
take.ndown"frOrll the information of u Vt~ry intelligent nat. ivt~ flf the last named city: they wl~re 
thenprotracted witbout the ICQl!t ult(!ratioll in the di!';tlulC(:s or dirt!(:tiol1 ;. : ,'tid agreed within u mile 
or two in thl~ poaitiGn of' Chushmeh Moree. J was obliged to niter tIl(! dirl'ctioli of my only l"Oute 
from Chushmeh Moree to Herallt. The former direction would have placed Heraut tWl·nty 
mile., west of itspreStlIlt I;ituation, which could not have' been reconciled to the rOIl. tc to the same 
city from Merocnaak. The third route from Kubbermauch was taken from Mr. Milcartney'!'; 
map. without any alteration in t.he distances, It "'lUI inserted into mine after uU the udjoifling 
po.itions had been fixed, and fitted itl! place 1Vith the utmost exactneS8. It ill worth while to 
observe that the place where Mour or Merve falls in ~he8e routes, i8 nearly the .arne u that 
Ufi,ned to it by Mr. Mllcdonald Kinnier on grounde entirely distinct. 
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INTRODUC1"'ION 

NARRATIVF> OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MISSION. 

IN the year 1808,. when, from the embassy of General Gardanne to 
Persia, and other cireumstances, it appeared as if the French in

tended to cnrl'y the war into A-sia, it was thought expedient by the 
British Government in lmlin. to send a mission to the King of Catf
bul, and I was ordered on that duty. As the court of (;nllhul was 
known to be haughty, and supposed to entertain a mean opinion of 
the }~uropean nations, it was determined that the mission should be 
in a style of great magnificence r and suitable preparations were'made 
at ·Delly for its equipment. An excellent selection was made of offi
cers to accompany it; and the following was the establishment of the 
embassy. 

Secretary, Mr. Richard Strachey. 

Assistants, M.r. Fraser and Mr. Rt.} Of the Honorable East India 
Aiexander. Company's Civil Service . 

.3ur.geoit, Mr: Macwhirt~r. ~engaJ Establi~ment . 
.. : ' , 

CQmmancing the Escort, 
Captain Pitmain, 2d Battalion, 6th R~giment, Bengal Native In-

fantry. . 

.surveyors, . 
14tllltenant ·l\L.cartney, 5th Regiment, Bengal Native Company, 
. )~lllll18lldingthe' cavalry .0£ tJ.1eesc~rt,,} and 

otutenant; Tiekell, Bengal Engineers. 



4 INTRODUCTION. 

.... ves i~8 name, for the herds, of cattle thatQ.repastured'()It)llit, :tOr 
the lions that it produces, and for the valour and independence of its 
inhabitants. It now belongs to the British. The Shekhawuttee itself 
is a sandy plain, scattered with rocky hills, illw.ered,and badly 
cultivated; yet itoontains several large towns, of whim the chief are 
Seekur, Futtehpoor, Khetree, and Goodha: the sands are spriDkled 
with tuds of long grass and bushes of llaubool*, Kurael t, an. 
Paoke, which last is peculiar to the desart and its borders t. 

The Shekhawuttees owe tribute and military service to the Raja of 
Jypore; it was by the assistance of that government that aey' were 
enabled, at no very remote period, to wrest their present territory 
from the Kyauukhaunees, a tribe of coilVerted Hindoos. 

A few miles beyond the Shekhawuttee border, !Ve entered the te:r~ 
ritodes of the Raja of Bikaneer. This Raja is perhaps the least im
portant of, the five princes of Raujpootauna. Those of J ypOOf and 
Joudpoor, ·are at 'the head of considerable states ; the redtt.cedpowe:r 
of the Raja of Ondipoor il\ kept from insignificance by his llighrank 
and the respect ~hich is paid him; l.>ut. the territories of the RaJas of 
Jef&8elmeer and Bikaneer, are merely the most habitable parts 'of the 
desart, and, consequently, have little to boast in popqla.tion or r. 
sources. The Raja of Bikaneer's revenue only amountsJ.o.£60,,900, 
but, as his troops are paid by assignments of land, he was able to 'keep 
up'iOOO horse, 8000 f~()t, and thirty-five pieces of fieltl artillery,even 
~,the*defeat he had suffered previous to Iny arrival ·at his capi~l. 
neStyl~.ofbisco\,l;rt also was very fiu from indicating the ,ppveli;y of 
his· gov61'.amel1t. His frontier place towardIt the ,Shekhaw.uttee,and con ... 
'sequeIltly-the first part Qrhit territories ~hich ,we",ap.,r~e«:l..,~ 

"1 

• Mimosa Al'abic8. t Cappiiris." 'I"be 6~er tree. 
t It ·is a plant from fOl1r'tO'ilve feet high,quitt'gr¢enialtliough it bas Hb'laM ,·.;,fts 

branches run into tender tw~l'whiehtennQ.U\te in 'bua~Reao{ d1t~~e ~~f ,hu~s.till 
lIofter and fuller of sap. It bears,ciustcrs of flo\yers, which Bre eaten by the.nativei, ~ll 
hn.'l its seed in a pod. It. is the favourite food of.~ «ame!, whom .it: ~n some measrite 
indemnitiee fot'the long privatfOI,l of water wh~ch,~~:~()b1igftd to,*ln ~:~.t.rt 
It was first ~ to the We5t of Canound,and'COJltirtUed~Oltt thewJl()le,Q(~ 



Ghooroo, . which, may be reckoned the second t.own in his dominions. 
It is neara'mile and a half. round, without counting its large but 
mean subums; . and, though situated among naked sand hills~" it has a 
very handsome appearance. The houses are all terraced, and both they 
and the walls (1)fthe town are built of a kind oflime-ston(~, of so pure a 
white,· that it gives an air of great neatness to every thing composed 
.of it: It is however soft, and crumbles into a white powder, mixed 
here and there with shells. It is f()wnd in large beds in many parts 
of the· desart. The chief of (~hooroo is a dependent ratlrer than a 
su~ject of the Raja of''''Bikaneer. 

The Shekhawuttee country seems to lose its title to he induded in 
the desart, when compared with the two hundred and eighty miles 
between its western frontier and Bahuwulpoor, and. even of this, onJy 
the last hundred miles is absolutely destitute of inhabitant", water, er 
vegetation. Our journey from theShekhawut frontier to PoogguJ,a. 
distanL'e of one hundred and eighty miles, waR over hills and valleys 
of loose and heavy sand. The hills were exactly like thofie whieh 
are sometimes fomled by the wind on the sea shore, but far ex ('.eed
ing them il).their height, which was from twenty to one hundrf~d feet. 
They are said to shift their positions, and to alter their shapes, accord
ing as they are affected by the wind; and in Summer, the passage of 
manyparttf',of the ~sart is sft;id.to he rendered da.ngerolls hy the 
clouds of moving sand; but when I saw t.he hills (in winter), they 
seemed to halVe a great degree of permanence, f()r they bore a sort of 
~ass,b~e8 l)hoke,a.nd the thorny bushes of tile Uauboo), 1.lnd tbe 
Bai-r,o'r"Jnjube, which altogether gave the'm an appearance that SQm& 

rimes amOttt:lteti · to verdure. Amoltg the' m~st dismal hills of sand, 
rme·,oocasioru.,Uy meets with a village, if such a name can be given to 
rt. .• fewround huts,gfskaw, with low walls and conical roofs, like little 
itOCklint' ¢~. These ate surrounded by b.f.~s of thorny branches 
.tuck ifttbeaand, whicb;as well as tbehottSeS;:are so dry, that if 
cheybappe1Ml to catch fire, the village would be redHced to ashes in 
fi¥e." ... utes.;~ 'These miserable ,.abodes are8u~.unded by a few fields, 
~)~:for ... ter;,.onthe:·:r_8and dewe, and which bear thin 
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of our camels to six hundred, besides twelve&rth~eMphaM8 .. 
Our water wa..~ carried in lea,thern bags,' made of' the skit1~i()fsheepl 
besides some much larger ones, made of the ltid.esMdx.en, and 
twenty-f<ll1r large copper vessels, two of which were R' load for fl 

camel. These Were made tor the l-lindoo Sepoys, and proved. thE 
beHteontriva'i1ce, as the skins gave a grea£ dt:!al of trouble, and spiUe<d 
much wateratter all. In providing water for the animals, we took not 

account of the camels, that cr~ature bearing thirst for a period whicil 
is almost incredible. 

The women who hadaceompanied the mission were sent baek &om 
Chooroo with R guard, and many of our servants were allowed to re
turn ,by the same opportunit:¥, but this did not secure us the servicef 
of the remainder; for such was their dread of the desart, that men oi 
a1l descriptions deserted by twenties and thirties till we were"so far 
advanced as to render their return impossihle. As there was a wal 
in Bikaneer, and as the road was at an timesexpose<l to the depre
dations of the Bhuttees and other plunderers, we engaged one hun
dred horse and fifty toot in the Shekhawuttee, to assist our regula1 
,escort in protecting our long line of baggage. 

All thesE:~ arrang{~mentH being completed, we marched from Ch600 
roo on the BOth of October. We marched in the night as we bad 
done sinee we entered the Shekhawuttee; we generally.uegan to load 
lJy two or three in the attenlOon, hut it was long before we were able 
to proceed ; and th:~ }u;ad. of our line neyerreached the encamp!II 
gl'Ound till twelve or one. On many occasions we were much, \latMI 
and; ·Qnce or twiee it was broad day .before · we arrived at our stage 
The marches wc.re seldom very long. The longest ~8S twenty41l'l 
milesfaad the shortest fifteen; hut the fatigue which ourpehple_ 
fered bora no proportion to the d~stance. Our line,when in the 
closest order, was two, miles long. The path by which we tra'\te'Ued. 
wound much. to avoid the sand hills. It was too narrow to allow,o,f 
two camels going abreast; and, if an' animal 8teppe4 to ,Qne side, it 
sunk in th,e sand as ib SJl(>W.. 80 that the least obstruetion:·tewetds 
the head of t)w line stopt the whole, lloroo.u1d the .head,·mo._~:OR 

.' 



'INTRODUCTION. 9 

if the rear. W8., ' detained, lest that divis-ion, . being separated ii'om the 
guides, might lose its way among the sand hills. To prevent this, a 
si:"J'llal was pa..'it· along the line by beat of drum, when any circum
stance occasioned a st.oppage in the rear, and a trumpet, sounded 
fr.om time to time at the head of the lilH.~, kept all inf()l"Il1l'd of thedi
raction in .which the column was proceeding. The heavy sand ll1ade 

marching so tatiguing that we were obliged to allow camels It)f half 
the intantrySepoys, that they Blight ride hy tqrns .. two on n camel; 
~ had besides cajawas (or large panniers on caml'1s), ttl!' the siek. 
Theannoyallce of the mnrch was greatly inneased by t.he incredible 
number of a -sort of small but's, which stuck to every thjn~ that t.ouch • 
. ed them) and occasioned great unpasiness. They are howe\'(:~r ll~t~ft.tj, 
inasmueha,s they f()rm a favourite food for horses, awl the seed IS 
eaten even by men. The want of water, and the (]uality of that which 
w~ met with, was also a great hardship to our men and t()lIowt'!I's ; 

and, though the abuudanee of water melons affi)rded o('casioual relief 
to their thirst, its effect on their hm,]th was hy 11.0 l.uenllS saiuta,ry . 
.such were the combined efibets of fatigue, had water, nnd the exees. 
sive use of water meJoIls, that a great pl'opOJ'tion of the natives who 
accompanied us became atHicted with a low lever, nccompanil.'(i by a 
,d ,ysentery; and to such a degree did this extend, that thirty Sepo'ys, 
without reckoniug f()1Jowers, were taken ill ill the course of one day 
at N uttoosir, and forty persons of ali tlcs(~riptions expired during the 
first week of our halt at Bikaneer. The greu.t difft~l'eJ}( .. e between the 
temperature of the days and nights no doubt contributed to thi~ mot
tali-ty. ,}~ven the l~:ng]i$h gentlemen used to suffer from cold uuriAg' 
the~ · n ight marches, and ,. were llappy to kindle n lurge fire ns soon as 
we., rea.choo our ground; yet the sun beeame powerful 80 early in the 
mortling, that. we always woke with · a teverish heat which lasted till 
8URset. Tbe Europeans, however, did not ~ufI(~T nny seriou~ illne8~. 
:Some instJJ.l1ce8 of violent inflamation in 'thec)dids were the only dis-. .. 
,?rders o( ;~'hieh we had to. complain. 

,·.Our marchtoftickaneer was attended with few adv.entures. P<;trties 
of .plu:nd.erers were twice seen, but ·did not attack our baggage. Some 
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ot.,:the people also lost their way:, , and were missing; for:a.'~. or _two, 
during which time they were in danger of being lost ipibeuainha
bited· parts of ,the desart, and were fired on by aUthe:villages. which 
they approached in hopes of getting guides or duections fur their 
journey. 

At last 01'1 the 5th of Novenlber, in -the midst of It tract ofwQl'e 
than ordinary desolation, we discovered the wans 'an& towe~ of Di .. 
kAl'leer, whicll presetlted the appearance of 'R great and magnificent 
eity in the nlidst of' H wilderness. Even after we reached'out grouftu 
there were disputf.,.og in camp whether it or Delly was mostextenlfive; 
but a little 'farther acquaintance removed this impression. . The toWD 

wls surrounded by a fine wall, st~hened with many round towers, 
·and crowned with the usual In~a.'btittlements. It conta.ined some hi~ 
houses, and sometemple~ dne of' whieh had a loft.y spire, ·and atone 
corner was a very high 6nd showy fort. It was distinguished by the 
whiteness of all the buildings, arising trOlll the material already de-
scribed at Chooroo, and by the absence of trees,· which give most I .... 
dian towns the appearance of woods ratlufr than of inhabited place. 
The beauty of Bikaneer however was an external. On ent~ring the 
gates .most of it, was fotmd to be composed of huts, with· mud walls 
painted Ted. It wa.."1 'exceedingly populous, perhaps from the nltmber 
of people who had fled to the capital in consequellCe of the state of 
the country. 

Ilikaneel' was at this time invaded by five different armies ; one :of 
which. belonging to tlle Raja of .Joudpoor, and 15,000 strong, ,had ar .. 
rived within a few miles of the city. Another smaller force was 
equally near, while the rest were· ~deavouring to reach the same 
poil1t by different rontes*. ' A number of predatory ltorse had 'also 
been let loose to cut (,if the mpplies of provisions from the 8Urmund
ingcountries; on which a city situated like Bikaneer, must obvio\lsly 
depend f(lr existence. TheR.aia, on the other hand, nJ.ied up all,dte 

.' This invasion was occasioned by tba interference of the Uaja er Bikaneer, in a war 
, . . . . \,/" "",j,,' ,'",' ,: 

between the Ra.jas of Joudpoor llnd .Jypoor, for the hand of the princeu of Oudtpoor. 
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wens wita,inten. miles of hiB ca¢tal~ and tnlsted fur deliverance to the 
desolation which' surrounded him. , 

l' This state of affairs was not very favourable for supplying,the wants 
of the mission, and we thought ourselves lucky in being enabled ;to 
renew our march within eleven days. .During this time Inilitary ope
ratians were carried on between the parties. The smallest of the 
armed bodies near Bikaneer was obliged to faIl back a march. A con
voy from the eastward also forced its way into the town; and another 
going to the enemy, was eut off by the Raja's troops. Many men 
were killed on this occasion, and. much phmder was taken by the vic
tor8... Their appearance, as they passed near OUf camp, was weB des
cribed by one 'of the gentlemen of the mission. 1n one place was 
seen a party driving in oxen, in another some loaded cart.A, here 8 

horseman pricking Oli ft, captured camel with his long spear, and there 
a -gun dragged slowly through the sand by fift,een or tWLuty bullocks. 
Disorderly bands of ragged soldiers were-seen in all direction&, mmtt 
of them with plunder of some kind, and all in spirits with ,their vic
tory. 

In the meantime, I was assailed by»oth parties with cons.tant ap
Rlications, the tJoudpoor general urging me to come to his camp, 'and 
the Rajadesi1:ing me to take part with him. 1~he former could only 
throw o~t hints of dangel" from omitting' to comply with hit; wishes, 
but. the Raja could at pleasure accelerate or retard the prov is.,n of 
our ca.ttle , and supplies; and by placing a guard over the well which 
had been allotted to 'us, he one day fI1hewed to our 110 :-nuaU uneasiness 
how 'completely he had us in his power. The restriction however?tas 
removed on ,aremoll8trance, and might have been occasioned by the 
water' . being required elsewhere; for wbiJe we were taking in wliter 
tOr Our jou1"Iley: we 'were ourselves obliged to place guards over the 
weli, 'and to withhold· water entirely from 0ur camels for the two 01' 

three last days of our stBf. 
'fhe titne of our residence was variously occupiecL At first there 

was'Solne novelty in observing the natives, with whom our camp was 
crowd.ed like ·afair. : Nothin2 oould exceed their (''Uriosity; a~d when 
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oRe'·of liS appeared abroad., be w~5tared at like a prodi~ .. , l'hey 
wore loose clothes of white cotton or muslin. like the people·ofHin':"t 

doostan ; hut were distinguished from theln by their Ra~jpootteatures, 
and by their remarkahle turban, which rises high over the- head like 
a mitre, and has a doth of some other coloUl' wound round the bot, .. 
tom. Some of our party went jnto the town, where., although clviCl
sityclrew a mob round them, they were treated with great civility! 
Others rode out into the desart, but were soon wearied with the dreary 
and lIIlYaried prospect it afi()rde<i ; f()r within ten yards of the tOW11 was 
as waste as the wildest part of Arabia. On the northern sidealooe 
thert' was something like a woody valley. The most curious sight 'at 

'Bilumeer was a well of fine water, immediately under the fort, which. 
is the residence of the Ilaja. It, was three hundred teet deep, and fii:' 
teen or twenty tt~et in diaJneter. .Four buckets, eadi drawu by a pair 
of oxen, worked at it at onee; and, when a bucket was let dowlh its 
striking the water T~lade a llaise like a great gun. 

Great part of our time was taken up with the Raja's visit, and-our 
attendance at ,his palaee. The Hl~ja came to my camp through a. 

street, formed by his own troops and joined by one of our's, whieh ex
tended from the skirts of the camp to the tent where hE' was receive~; 
He was earried on men's shoulders in a vehicle, like the body of an 
~ld-fashit)l1ed (~oach. lIe was preceded· by a great many chobdars, 
bearillg ~lender >silver maees, with large knobs at the' top, which they 
waved. over their heads in, ~he air, and followed by a numerous re.
tinue. lIe sat down ,on a musnud (a kind of throne composed of 
cllshions), under a canop)', or rather an awning of red velvet, emh~oi
dered und laced with gold, and supported by four silver pillars, all 0{ 

which he .had sent out fi)r the purp(l}se. Weeonversed onyariou8' 
sU~leets fi>r an hour. ,Among other topics, the ~ja enquired about 
the age of the King, the c1iniate of England; and the, poHticiOf the 
nation. He showed a knowledge of our relation.to-.France; aB~one 
of the eompalJ'y asked, whether my mi~sion was not owing to our wars 
with th~t nation. Presents were .at last ,put before him andhiscour
tiers, according to the Indian custom, after wliieh .he withdrew. . . 
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. R~;a Soorut 'Sing"ill a m.an of a ' good height, and a fair ,complexion, 
for an Indian. Heh&'llllack whisk(~rs and a. heard, (except on the 
middle ()f his chin)., a long nO!ole, and Ra1dpoot features: he has n good 
face, and a smiling countenance. lIe is reckoned an opprcRsive princ.e. 
It'is strongly !'Iuspected that he poisoned his elder brother, whom, he 
succeede.d; and, it i~ 'certain, that he murdered all agent sent from 
the Vizier of I-lindostan to-the King of Caubul. Yet., as he is very 

strict in his devotions, and particular in tlH~ diet presc'Tibcd- by his re
ligion*,' his subjects allow hilIl the character of a saint. 

;1 returned his visit on the next day but 011e, having been in\-itcd 
by his second L4011, who, tlloughan infant, was sent for that purpose 
with a great retinue. The fort looked well, as we approached. .It 
'vas a coftf'used assemblage of to~'ers and bat.tlements, overtopped by 
houses. crowded together. It is about a quart.er of a mile square. sur
rounded with a ' waH thirty feet high, and a good dry div~h. 'l1he 
palace was a curious old building, in which, after as(~ending several 
flights of steps, we eame to a conrt surroundf'd by buildings, and then 
had one hundred yards to go, hef()J'e we n~ached a small stone hall, 
supported · by ]>i11a1'8, where the Raja. took his sea.tnnder his ('.anopy. 

, The court was different fi'omany thing r had seen, those present be
ing fa.irer· than·other Hindostanees, unci marked by their .Jewish tea.
tutes, nnd showy turbans. The Ht~ia and his r(~lations had turbans of 
many colours, l'ic.hly adorned with jewc\s, and tiw Baja sa.t n~stirrg his 
anns .on a shield of steel, the bosses amI-'rim ofllWhich wprc set. with 
diamonds Rfldruhies. ' Aft.er some time, the Rajah proposed tha.t we 

"should withdraw from the heat and crowd, and conducted ItS into, a 

very neat"cool"atlld private apartment, in a separate court; the walh~ 
were of plASter, as fine 'aN stneco, and were omamented in good taste; 
thedt>OTs, were d()Hed with cl1.l'ta,ins, of China satin. When we -were 
fot"eate<.l on' the~ ground, in the Indian way, the R~\ja. began a speedl, in 
wl~mbbe l;aid ~he was a .s~jL'Ct of the throne of I>elly, that Deily was 

It it wbinisical that the Hindoos of the' snil(ls of njk~lnCt'r should particurarly object to 
t'8ting 'fitlh. . 
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O<Ml :in ;ot1r hands, and he seized the opportunity of mY'looming,··. to 

~knowledgeQur sovereignty. He then called for the , keys of his 
rort,anu insisted on 'nlY taking th~JIl, which I refused, disclaiming the 
extended rights ascribed to. us. After a long contest,' the. RaJa con
sented to keep the keys.; and when some Inore conversation h6d 
passed, . a mob of dancing WOlnen entered, and danced and sung till 
we withdrew. 

We' at last Inarched fi'om 13ikaneer 00 th.e ,night of the 16th of 
November. The country we passed on tQe two first nights, waslik-e 
that already described, and our people were , so fatigued after. the 
second march, that we intended to have halted a dayte refresh ·them, 
when the Dewa,p.n of the naja. of Bikanecr acquainted us with some 
movements of it ce.rtain partizan; and of some of the predatt9rJ tri~8 
of the desart, which induced us to move in the day instead of Ute 
night, to enable us the better to protect our baggage. 

If) consequence of this cha.nge, the generale be~t at two o'clock in 
the morning (N9vember 19th), but it was day-ligbtla.efare our water 
and all our other loads were ..prepared, and i",~ dark before we 
reache(lour ground at Pooggul, after ' 3 mardi of twenty-four miles. 
The whole was wavy sand-hills, some of them of an astonishing 
height. Our people were in great distr~s8 for water during the whole 
day. At Pooggul, however, we round abundance of goodwater~r 
sale. It was rai~-water preserved in small reservoirs~ ' vaulted over 
with brick and mortar. There was well-water al80, which was 
brackish, but not noxious. The wells were not more than 11Wf as 
deep as tlboseofBikaneer. 

\Ve halted on .the 20th of November,to take in water, and l had' 
a good opportunity of examining the place. If I oouldpresent to my 
rCade. the fore-gl'ound of high sand hills, the village of straw . .huts, 
the day walls of the little tort going to ,-ruins, .as the ground which 
supported them was blown away by the wind, and the sea of -.ad. 
wit~out a sign of vegetation, which formed the rest of thep~osp~ 
he probably would feel as I did, a sortoi . wonder at thepeop1e" w~' 
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coulQ. r~jde in 80 dismal a wilderuess, and of horror at the life to 
which tht:y seemed t6 be condemned .. , 

On the 2lst, we marched atday-bre-ak, and for the first ten or 
twelve miles were in sand as above described, ailer which we reached 
the hard plain. No sooner were we clear of the sand-hins, than our 
ca.m€ls moved up into a line of twelve or fifteen abreast, and the 
whole ~f OU! ca.ravan began to move with tolerable spee~. The con
tra,st between this and the sand-hills was very exhilarating, though 
even thpse had llot been unpleasing, while they had novelty to re
commend them. In the course of the day we were overtaken by a 
subject of Bahawl:11 Kh8un8, who had lost his way" in tracking some 
eal1Jels C8'l'riec.l off in an excursion of the Raujpoots, had exhausted 
his skin of water, and had tasted no food for two davs. \Ve fed 

.' 

and put him on a camel. BefcJre dark, we met a party of one hun-
dred and fifty soldiers on camels, belonging to Bahawul Khaun, the 
chief of one of the king of Caubul's eastern provinces. There were 
two men on each camel, and each had a long and glittering match
lock. They advanced and saluted in three or four very gQ6d . lines. 
Their c1:tme1s seemed as manageable as horses, and their appearance 
was altogether novel and striking; their commander had a long 
beard., and was dressed' in a Persian tunic of buff broad cloth, with 
gold buttons, and a low cap like the crown of a hat. fIe was 
mounted on an excellent, light, speedy, and easy camel, with a very 
sbowy saddleancl two reins, one passing through a hole in each nos
tril of the camel. His language was scar~ely intelligible to an)' of 
our party. He" brought us one hundred camels, carrying four hun
dred skins·.of water ,from Moujghur. He had also four brazen jars of 
w"ter from' theR yphasis, which was intended for our own drinking, 
aJild .w.as., sealed \J,P with tHe Khaun' s signet. We soon after en
cana.ped in the midatof the' desart, &bollt twenty-six miles from 
~Jll1. .. We,enjoyed the water oLthe HyphJlSis extremely, and 
w~a1l deiightedwith the' new. people we were getting among, and 
the ,Qew '8CeIle' we.'wfa .. ,appro~hing. 
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On . the ,2'2<1, we made a mru'~h of thirty.. miles to Mo~jgur; the 
heat of the afiernooJl WWi iutense, while we baIted as usual in tht>, 
naked plain, to give our people some water, and. to take some rcfi'csh
Ulcnt ourselves. III the {~ourse of the day several hundred skins of 
water came to Uti from MOl'ugur, where Bahawul Khaun had sent his 
principal officers to receive us. Towards evening ma.ny persons were 
astonished with the appearance of a long lake. enclosing sever.allittle 
islands; . notwithstandillg the well known nature of the (~~;untry, m~ny 
were positive that it was a lake; and one of the surveyors .took the 
bearings of it. It was, however, only one of those illusions ",hieh the 
French call lJtil'([~'c, Hud the Persians xil't'uub. 1 had i.magined this 
phenomenou to be oc(~asiolled by a thill vapour (or som·ething res~rn
bling a yapour),whieh is set.~n over the ground ill th(;~ hot weather in 
India, but this appearance was entirely difi(~rent, and, on lopkiIlg 
along the ground, 110 vapour whatever could be perceived. The 
ground was quite level alld smooth, composed of (hied mud 01' clay, 
mixed with particles of sparkliug sand: there were som~e tufis of 
grass, ~u~d some little hushes >of rtW, &c. at this spot, which were re
flected as in water, and this a.ppearance continued at the ends, when 
vicwpd from the middle. 1 shall not attempt to account for this ,ap
pearance, but shaH merdy remark, that it seems only. to be found in 
level, smooth, and dry places. The position of the SUll with refer
encp to . the spcdator, appears to be immaterial. I thought at first 
that great heat always accompanied its appearance; but it was after
wards seen in DUUlaUll,-when the weather was not hotter t~n is 
t·xperienced in l~ngland . 

.. About sun-set ',,'e descried the high wall and towers of ~()ujgur, 
with a c.onsprcu.(,u" lllosque whichstandw over the gateway, anei a 
tomb with a cupola, ornan~ented with painted tiles, resomhling, as I 
was told, the tombs of Imautnzad9ahs in Persia. W earrived a little 
after dark, and encamped. near the fort, wbichjs SJll~~ and .~,~~. 
'Ve remained here two days, .taki~g ip:, watel'. Bahaw4ill .I\haq's 
Dewaull, and anot.her of his officers, \\jhojoined usheJ,'c, Wel# ,Iiip. .. 
doos, the third was a MouUah of Moultaun, whose dress, langu.age. 
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and manners, were very like those of Persia. Even the Hindoos 
sometimes . used the Persian idom in speaking Hindostanee, and the 
Dewaun looked and spoke more like a Persian Moollah than a Hin
doo. - On the 25th of November, we marched twenty-seven rrtiles ,to 
two wells in the desart. In the way we saw a most magnificent 
mirage, which looked like an extensive lake, or a very wide river. 
The watel seemed clear and beautiful, and the figures of two gentle
men who rode along it, were reflected as distinctly as in real water. 
A small but neat tower was seen in this march, and we were told it 
was a place of refuge for travellers, against the predatory hordes who 
infest the route of caravans. There were some stunted bushes of the 
Mimosa Arabica on the -march, and at the ground was something that 
might be called a tree. 

On the 26t1~, we marched at day-light, and passed over low and 
bare hills of loose sand, and bottoms of hard clay, till after travellillg 
twelve miles, we perceived Nomething Ntretched across in front of us, 
which soon after appeared to be trees. We then pushed on with in
creased alacrity, and soon reached a place where the desart and the 
cultivated country were separated, as if by a line. A long row of trees 
ran along the edge of the sands; and, beyond it, were clumps of trees, 
green fields, and wells of abundant and clear water, with houses, and 
every sign of fertility and cultivation. One of the first things we saw 
was a well, worked by a llersian wheel, which was pouring out water 
in the. greatest abundance. The trees, though only low tamarisk, 
seemed enchanting to us; and every thing was welcome after our five 
weeks sojourn in the desart. We past fi)r a mile and a half under the 
walls of Bahawulpore, which, as well as the roads, were crowded with 
spectators, who, in their turn, afforded no uninteresting spectacle to 
llS. A striking difference was observable between them and the peo
ple on the east of the desart. Those we now saw, were strong, dark, 
ha.rsh featured; had their hair and beards long; wore caps oftener 
than turbans; and spoke a language, entirely unintelligible to our 
Hindoostauny attendants. The better sort wore the dress, and affect
ed the manners of Persia. . After crossing a small canal, and passing 
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through sorlle fields, we left the w()ods, and at length reached the 
banks of the H.'1,jU1Sis. I was much 'disappointed iu the' breadth of 
the river, as well as with the appearance of its -shorps; but it was im
possihre to look without interest on a stream whidl had bonlc the 
fleet of Alexander. 

On the next day bllt one, Bahawul Khaun arrived, having come 
forty miles on purpose to shew attention to the mission. Ipdeed his 
whole conduct from the time we approached his frontier, shewed a 
spirit ofkind~ess and hospitality which could not be surpassed, tlOr did 
it cease when we left this country; for, even after we had passed the 
Indus, he continued to send us intelligence, and to take every oppor
tunity of showing us attention: In our first intercourse with him,. we 
b(.>gan to determine the presents to he made, expecting to have a IOhg 
struggle against · his rapacity, as is usual on sudl occasions in mo~t 
parts of India; but we soon f<->und we had to encouf.'lt(~r a difficulty of 
another kind .. Bahawul Khaun would take·nothing without a nego ... 
tiation; while he was anxious to shew his own liberality to an extent 
which we were unwilling to admit. 

On the day of his arrival, he sent eighty sheep, one hundred maunds 
of flour, and other articles of the same kind. Next day, he sent one 
hundred pots of sweetmeats, a vast number of baskets of oranges, ten 
bags of almontls and raisins, and five bags, each containing 1000 ru
pees (equal to ] 20/.) to be given to the servants. I was a little e~bar
rassed by this last piece of hospitality; but was obliged to submit:, on 
condition that the Khaun's servants should accept a similar donation 
from me. 

On the 2~h, Mr. Strachey and Captain Raper paid a visit to the 
Kha:un, and returned channed with the polite and cordial reception 
he gave them. Amor.lg other conversation, he praised the King of 
Caubul highly; but said he had never seen him. "He feared the 
" snows of Cauhu1, and was besides a dweller of the desart, . and un .. 
" worthy to appear before so great a monarch." On the 1st of Decem
ber, he eame to my t(~nt. lIe was a plain, open, pleasant man, about 
forty-five or fifty yean of age: he had' <1n a white tunic, with 8lilall 



INTRODUCTION. 19 

gold buttons, over which was a wide mantle of very rich and beauti
ful gold brocade: on. his head was a cap of. brockade, and over it a 
lougee (or silken turban), twisted loosely. About six of his attend
ants sat, the .rest stood round, and were well dressed, and respectable. 
Our conversation turned on India and England, and lasted till the 
Khaun remarked it was getting,late. 

On the 2d, I returned his visit. The streets were erowded to an 
incredible degree, and the terraced tops of the houses were covered 
with spectators. They left the part of the street through which we 
were to pass quite clear; and, except now and then an exclamation of 
surprise when we came in sight, they kept a profound silence. The 
Khaun received us in a handsome room with attic windows, round 
which a neat and orderly company were seated on a Persian carpet. 
He conversed freely on all sul~jects: said he had never seen the King, 
and please God he never wOl~ld; he could live in his des art and hunt· 
his deer, and had no desire to follow courts. lIe shewed me a curious 
clock, made by one of his own people. The works seemed very good. 
The bell was below the works; and the whole was in a case of -gold, 
with very thick chrystal sides. He also shewed an excellent gun 
lock, made at Bahawulpoor. He gave me two fine hawks, some grey 
hounds, two horses (one with gold, .and the other with enamelled 
trappings), a very beautiful match-lock, richly enamelled, with a pow
der flask in the English model, and sonle trays of doths of the place. 

On the 4th, we marched. Bahawul Khatm sent out a tent into the 
neighbourhood of ours, where we had a parting-meeting while our 
last baggage was crossing the river. He introduced the mechanic 
who 'made the clpck, and presented me to several persons, who he said 
were Ulema (or Mahomedan sCQool divines). Afterwards, he retired 
to a carpet at some distance from the tents with Mr. Stradley and 
~'e; and there spoke fully on all subjects, giving me all the advice 
amd information.in his power. He ended, by saying, that, as he was 
the first subject of KhoraMlaun with whom we had met, he hoped we 
wpuld preserve the remembrance of him after we had extended our 
acquaint~Ce. We took leave of ~~m with great regret. He had been 
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liberal and kind to us during our stay, without over civility or cere ... 
mony; and, he had au appearance of sincerity in every thing he sai~ 
which made his shew of fi'iendship the more agreeable. 

\IV {' rode out often during -our halt at Bahawulpoor, and saw the 
town and its environs. The town is about four miles in circumfe
renee; but there are gardens of lllang~e trees within the walls. The 
houses are of unburnt bri('ks, with terraces of mud: The city wall is 
of mud, and very thin. ,Bahawulpoor is remarkable for the manufac
ture of lougees, or silken girdles, and turbans. The inhabitants of 
this, and all the neighbouring countries on the west and north, are 
principally .Juts and Be)oGhes, who profess the .. Mahommedan religion. 
There are more Hindoos at Bahawulpoor than any of t.he other pro
vinces the mission passed through: Afghauns are f<)reigners there. 
TIle country, for f<>ur or five miles on each side of the I-Iyphasis, is 
formed of the slime, deposited by the ri vcr. It is very rich, and of. 
ten so soft that it cannot ,be ridden on.: Some parts are h'igh}'y culti. 
vated, and others are covered with coppice of' low tamarisk, in which 
,are many wild boars, and hog deer; wild geese,. partridges, floriken., 
and other game are also abundant on the banks, of the" river. 

The river winds much at this place, and.is very.muddy, but the 
water, when cleared, is excellent. It is here called the Gharra,and 
is formed by the joint streams of the Hyphasis, or Begah, and Hysu
drws, or Sutledgp-. 

The mission marched on the 5th of De~mber from the right bank 
of the Hyphasis, and reached Mou]taun on the lIth, a distance of 
near seventy miles. After the first five or six miles, the country was 
in general dry, sandy, and destitute of 'grass, hut scattered with 
bushes. Immediately ,round the vi1.lages, which were pretty numer
ous, were fields of wheat, eotton, and turnips, in a thriving condition. 
There were so great It number of large and. deep water-cours~8 

throughout the whole journey, that judging frOnl them alone, one 
would have supposed the country to be bigJll y cultivated , 

Before we reached ~loultaun, we were ov.ertaken by twenty-five 
camels, sent us by Bahawul Khaun. That chi.ef is fam·ou8 for his 
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camels, sOme of which he keeps for his own use, and always hunts 
upon them. They are very generally used in all the desart country, 
and are admirably calculated for long journeys. An elderly minister 
of the Raja of Bikaneers, whom I rnet at. Singana, had just come on 
a camel from Bikaneer (a distance of one hundred and seventy-five 
miles) in three days. Several of our party liked them so well, as to 
continue to ride them for pleasure, aiter we had crossed the Indus. 
Their walk and trot are far from being very uneasy .. 

The city of Moultaull stands about four rniles frmu the left bank 
of the Chenaub, or Acesines. It is above four miles and a llalf in 
circumference. It is surrounded with a fine wall, between forty and 
fifty feet higb, with tower'S at regular distances. It has also a citadel 
on a rising ground, and several fine tombs, particularly two, with very 
high c.apolas, ornamented with the painted and glazed tile already 
noticed, which altogether give it a magnificent appearance. These 
tombs are seen from a great distance all round the town. . Moultaun 
i's famous for its silks, and for a sort of carpet: nluch inferior to ,those 
of Persia. The country immediately round the city was very pleas
ing; fertile, well cultivated; and well watered from wells. The people 
were like those at Bahawulpoor, except .that there were more men 
who looked like Persians mixed with them; these, however, were iu
'di~iduals,. and chiefly horsemen. 

The mission remained fo1' nineteen days ·in the neighbourhood of 
Moulta.un, ami as most of the party were out almost evef3' day from 
Beven or eight to three or four, shooting, hunting, or hawking, we 
had good opportunities of observing the country. The land was fiat, 
and the soil excellent, but a large proportion of the viHages were in 
ruins, and there were other sign~ of a well cultivated country going 
to decay j' about one-half .• was still cultivated, and most abundanti y 
watered by 11ersian wheels: the produce was wheat, millet, cotton, 
turnips, carrots, and indigo. The trees were chiefly neem * and date, 
with here and there a. peepul t tree. . The uncultivated country near 

• Melia Azndarnchta. t Ficus ReligiosR. 
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the river was ('.overed with thick oopse-wood of tamarisk, mixed with 
a. tree like a willow, about twenty ·feet high: at a distance from -the 
river, it was bare, except for scattered tufts of long grass, and here 
and there a date tree. The country abounded in game of all kinds. 
The weather was delightful during our stay; the thermometer, when 
at the · lowest, was at 280 at sun-rise: there were slight frosts in the 
night, but the days were rather warm . 

.. We were detained thus long at Moultaun by the necessity of pur
chasing and' hiring camels, and of obtaining correct intel1igence of 
the King of Cauhul's motions, as well as of waiting for a Mehman
datu * from His .Majesty, to accompa,ny the mission after it entered 
the lands of the Afghaun tribes. We werP also occupied in chang
ing the camels whieh we brought from Hindostan, for those of the 
country, in nlaking warm clothing for the Sepoys, and in procuring 
horses to mount many of our attenda.nts, according to the custom of 
the country we were a~out to enter. 

The principal events of our stay were our meetings with the governor 
of the province. The name of this personage was Serafrauz Khaun, 
and as his government was in India, he had the title of Nabob. He was 
of an AfghaWl family, of the royal tribe of Snddozye, but his ances
tors had so long. been settled-in Moultaun, that he had lost most .of 
dIe charaeteristics of his nation. lIe seems to ' have been seized with 
a panic as soon as he heard of the approach of the mission, and the 
whole of his behaviour to the end, wa.s marked with suspicion and 
distrust. He shut the gates of the city against us, 'and anowed none 
of our men or folJowers to enter, without express permission. He also 
doubled his guards, and we.Jleard from good authority, of debates in 

. his council, whether it was most probable that we should endeavour 
to surprize the city, or that we should procure a cession of it to us 
from the King. He, however, agreed to visit me on the 15th of De
cember, and a very large tent was pitched for his reception. One end 

• A II officer appointed to receive and do the honours to such guests 8S the King wishes 
to shew attention to. 
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of it was open, and from the entrance two canvass skreens ran out, 
so as to form an alley about twenty yards long, which was lined with 
servants in livery, other servants extending beyond it. The troops 
were also drawn up in line along the road to the tent . 
. Mr. Strachey went to meet the governor, and found him mounted 

on a white horse, with gold trappings, attended by his officers and 
favourites, surrounded with large standards, and escorted by two hun
dred horse, and three thousand fi>ot. The dust, crowd~ and confusion 
of the meeting, are ,represented by Mr. Strachey, as beyond all de
scription. The governor welcomed Mr. Stradley according to the 
Persian cUktom, atler which they joined, and proceeded to the tent, 
the pressure and disorder increasing as they went. In some places 
men were fighting, and in others people were ridden down; ~1r. 

Strachey's own horse w·as nearly.borne to the ground, hnd only re ... 
covered hilnself by a violent exertion. When they approached the 
tent, they missed the road, came in front of the line of troops, and 
rushed on the cavalry with such impetuosity, that there was barely 
time to wheel back,so as to allow a passage. In this nlanner the 
tide poured on towards the tent: the line of servants were swept 
away, the skreens were torn down, and trampled under fOot, and even 
the tent ropes were assailed with such fury, that the w.hole tent was 
nearly struek over our' heads. The inside was crowded and darkened 
in an instant. The governor and about ten of hi::, companions sat, 
the rest seemed to be arlned attendants; and, indeed, the governor 
seemed .. ~ have attended to nothing but. the number of his guards. 
He sat but for a very short time, during the whole of which he was 
telling his beads with the utmost fervency, and addressing me with 
'''·You are weleonlo, yon are very welcome," as fast as he could re
pea~the w.oras. At last, he said he was afraid the crowd must annoy 
me,atidwi.thdrew. Surafhtuz Khaun was a good looking young man, 
be wore the Penliandress, with a cap and a shawl turban over it, and 
8pOkevery good Persiail. His attendants were arge, f~tir, and hand
some.: Afghauns, most of them very well dressed, but in no sort of 
order Dr ~scipline.On the same evening I returned his visit, and 
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found him sitting under an awning, on ft. terrace, in one of his gar
dens. He had a large company sitting with him in good order. They 
differed greatly in appearance from the natives of India, but were 
neither so handsomely dressed, nor so decorous as Persians. The 
N ahob being now free from alarm, was civil, and agreeable enough. 

While at Moultaun, and in the neighbourhood, I received .visits 
from Molla .Taffer Seestaunee, from the king's deputy Hircarra Bau
shee, or Newswriter, and fj'om various other persons. My intercourse 
with one person deserves to be mentioned, as characteristic of the 
government of Moultaun. Secunder Kl1aun, the Nabob's uncle, be
ing once hunting near my camp, sent to me, to say that he had en
closed three wild boars within his nets, and to beg I would come and 
join in'the chace of t.hem. I thought it prudent to excuse myself~ 
but I sent a native gentleman with a civil ~essage, some fine gun
powder, and a spy-glass. Secunder Khaun returned me an indifferent 
horse, and sent a boar to be hunted at leisure. Thus tar all WR.IO; well, 
but two days afterwards, he sent back my present, and desired to have 
his horse back, as he was in danger of being confined, or put to death 
for intriguing with the English . 

. On the 1&;h of December, we moved to the banks of the Acesines, 
here called the Chenaub. It has received the waters of the Hydaspes 
and Hydraotes, before it reaches this place. 

We passed the river on the 21 st of December (our baggage having 
taken some days in·crossing before us), and we pitcHed about three 
miles tronl the right bank of the river. From this ground we first 
discerned the mountains of Afghaunistaun. They appeared at a great 
distance to the west, and Ihust have been the part of the range of' Soli
maun, which is to tbe nort.h-west of Dera Ghauzi Khaun, and, con
sequentl,r, seventy or eighty miles from Mooltaun. At length. our 
preparations were completed, and, after many -projects for overcoming 
the difficulties of a journey through the snow to Candahar, we had 
the satis1action of learning that the King had set out on the road to 
CaubuJ. We, therefore, renewed our march· on the 29th of Decem
ber, and began to cross the little desart, which extends from borth-to 
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lC;lutltup\;Vards .. of two. ,hundred· andfiiy,miles, .. but, "the br.eadth of 
which was so little, in this part, that wecl0ssed it in two marches. 
It fills up all that part of the oountry between the H ydaspes and • In
dus, which is not inwuiateci by those rivers, and extends from the 
latitude of Ooeh, where the inundated lands of both join, to the Salt 
range. It seems to be a part of the great desart cut off from the 
main body by the rivers and. their rich hanks. We entered it a few 
miles west of our encampment near the Acesines. . The line between 
the ~u1tivated country and ,the desart, was marked and deeided, and 
we fOund ourselves at onee among sand hills, stuntedbusbes, burs, 
and phoke: yet those were not so Gommon as to prechtde th.e neees .. 
,sity of carrying forage for our cattle. The sand .. hills were lower than 
those of the great desart, and here they were grey, while those had 
been reddish yellow. The water was brackish. At the end of oUr 
second march, w& were within the lim,it-s of the inundation of the 
~ndus; and on the morning of the 31st of I)et-'emner, Mr. Strachey~ 
Lieut~nant Macartney, and I, set out for the banks of' that celebrated 
river. We had agu~de on a camel, some troopeps, and three or four 
servants on camels and horses.> We passed over a rjch soil, coverei 
,with long grass, in which were mixed many treetlofthe kind like 
willow, and here and there patches of'. cultivation. The day WlUI 

cloudy, with ocr.asional drops of rain, and a very' cold' wind 'blew till 
after nOOD. The hills were distinctly in tight durirfg~the whole of 
our ride .. Their appearance was beautiful; . we"clearJy "saw th,ee 
~es, . die • last ,of whioh was very' high, arid' we otten doubted 
;whetber we we:r:e deceived by the clouds, or really saw still higher ranges 
heyond." ,While we were looking at the hms, a mass of helWY clouds 
rolled downthwse moSt to,the ll0rth, 80 as en~irely to conceal them 
frQm,QUr Bight,' and a line of cl0udsrestoo on the middle of those ;t.o 
t~.-.,.leaving the summits and the ,bases clear. ()n the next day, 
~:",doua.,,~ passed away, and h~ Iaftthe hills,covePe<i with 
8D~:W;e sere anxious and happy as we approached the rivet, and 
,~.,,,:~u.le .,.,tiDed when. at lut We found ottrselves upon it" 
' ....... , 

'~; ,~ ,', -''-,~ -, ~ 



'~~lndu8,' besides its great: name, and· the · interestite*,()~.· .tbe 

bbundaryi of India, was rendered a nobleo~ject byrits,owil extientFan' 
by' the -lofty· hUIswhichformed the back ground'. of the 'view. ' W-e 

. were however&. little disappointed in its appearance, owin~ ,toaJi. 
land" which divided it, ' and impaired the effect of its stream. 'There 
were . other ': islands . and sand banks in the · river '; but-near the side 
where'westood, it came up , to the edge, and. seemed deep and rapid. 
While on the banks of the river, we met a native, to whose.convena
tion,and that of the guide, we listened. with great interest and ,~uri ... 
08ity. TIle plains on the opposite shore we found were ,iahal»ted by 
Beloche8, and the mountains by the Sheeraunees, a fierce and tumu.. 
tent tribe. On the other· side of the range were tribes and places, ·of 
which we bad never heard the ·nameS; while thofle wehoo learned 
from our maps, ' were equally new to our informants. All we could 
learn was, iihatbeyond the hins was something wil61, strange, and new, 
which we might hope one day to explore. " 

·From Oodoo daKote, near which we first saw the Indus, q,·~:ttbe 

ferry of Kaheeree, .. where we crossed it, is about seventy ... n.e,mil8. 
It is a· narrow tract, contested between the river 1Uld tihe~sart. If 
in hnnting,we were Jed many miles to the 'We.~-of the road, we got 
into branches of the river, a.nd troublesome q~iCksands,&mOflg thick ... 
ets oftama:risk or of -reeds; and, if 'we went as far to the right, the 
'appeafance·oftand, · and even in 8Ome :places of' sand hills,admon~ 
. 'as of-the neighbourhood of the desart.Manyparts, however, wse 
,cultivated, with 'great 'pains and method, and 'produced goOd cmps' til' 
wheat., :ba,Jey, turnips, and cotton. The fields were alwaysenclOled, 
either with hedges of dry thorn, with hurdles of willow, orwithfeneel, 
made of: stiff mats 0( reecis,supported by ,stakeR. ,' The '~ were. 
often built of th~ ' same material. ' We werestrllck wit,h~ the · neatDels 
of the farm-yards,. sotmlikethose 'ofHind.ostan~' 'They.:wereJ'cgtKa'dy 
enclosed r bad; gates of thf~ 'Of four bal'S j ·and : 'COIltemed~·,. shedir ·for 
the cattle, dung-bills; &c. It was also ! ~ewto -UB to> ·ob~e -hand
barrows, and to see oxen fed with turrripL' : Sdnteof .~_ub;·"", 
the river attracted our attention, being Jaited :On plat~ .~_ 
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tty, strOl'lgpoatA, twelve Ot iiieen feetbigh. We :were ~d ,they were 
meant to t~ refuge in during the inundation. when theCOaUltlyfor 
ten or tweiveCOS8 {twenty or twenty-four miles ~ from the baDks were 
vader water .. 

The people were remarkably civil and well behaved. Their, fea..
tures weremor~ pleasing than those of the ' people ~ ,.Bahawulpor.e 
and Mou.ltaun';and their appearance and complexion ,continued to 
improve as we got northward, tin we reached the ferry; their dress 
improved in the same manner. Ev~n, towards the Bouth, the men 
\Vere all dre~8ed in gowns, of white or' blue cotton, and had no part of 
their 'bQdies 'exposed, which, with their beards, ,and the gravity ,and 
decency ,of tbeir behaviour, made them look like Moulavees (or ,d0c
tors of, Mahommedan law), in Hindoostan. Even there, they wore 
brownish grey great-coats of coarse woollen cloth ; and that dress be
came more common towards the north, where all the people wd're 
CQloured clothes, blue, red, or check: the turban also is there ex
~hangcd f.r caps of gilted silk, not unlike Welsh wigs, and certainly 
not handsome .. Our halting places were generally at large villages. 
One was. at Leia, which although it gives its nanle to the province, is 
a pOOl place, containing about five hundred houses. 

At IWm.y of these viJlage$ are tombs, like.tho,sealready noticed. 
The handsom~ti8 that of Maholllll)ed Raujun, ata village that 
bears,hie name. It is an octagQn buildiug, ,three orfoor Stories high, 
and coyered with painted tiles. At each corner, of the lower story is 
It small round tower, surmounted by alittle minaret, which has a gOQd 
effect. Thes& tombs are ~nspicuous objects, being generally s.,i 
'-n, etage. to stage.' 

·1 OU8l1talaQ, to notice a high '9ank, which ran to the right of OUI 

-Jead, ·:fr0lll-the march north of Leia to the ferry'_ though JIlO'W:. 'se~ 
ftliles ,fntlD dae .lndUA. it -is said. tc;. have .been the easternbaI)k of :that 
-;iiver •. ' no very remote period, and its app~arance is favourable to the 
.~ " .At, Lei. ••. I was joined.by two Doorauneehorsemen,- the fust 
l:·W *"o.ppqtiunityaf: observ~g. • Iheywere. sent ,by the 8OV\emor 

,~~.fi~~to,aftlOmnanv me to "lWi, limits. Thev both wore la.rft 
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red, mantles, tined or edgedWithmr. One was fair, with a high'JI08e, 
aJId a pleasing countenaJlce: he wore a silken turhan over a small 
a-p. The other was dark~ with ooarse blunt features, andahartl;y 
look: he wore a sheep-skin cap, like a Persian, but lower. Bothwere 
civil and attenti~e. At Leia, also, I was visited by a Persian attend
ant of the King's, and by a young Rindoo, a brother of lVlud,ltld 
Khaun's Dewaun, who, though dressed like a Dooraunee, still bore 
strong traces of his origin. I was a good deal surprised at the free
dom with which all my visitors ~pokc of the Government; and 'ofthe 
civil wars. Besides those persons whom we me~ in towns, and the 
common labouring people, the general desire to see us gave usoppor
tunities of observing almost all descriptions of men. Sometimes a 
number of horsemen would join us on the line of .. narch, two or'three 
sallying from every village we passed: they were often on m.ares, 
with the tools running after them, and armed with long spears. They 
were always very civil. The notions entertained of us by the peo
ple were not a little extraordinary, They had often no conception of 
our natioJl or religion. We have been taken for ,. Syuds, Moguls, 
Afghauns, and even for lIiudoos. 

They believed we carried great guns, packed up" in trunks; and that 
we had certain small boxes, so contrived a..~ to explode, and kin half 
a dozen m~n each, without hurting us. Some thought we could raise 
the dead; and there was a story current, that we had made and ani .. 

01 

mated a wooden ram, at Mooltaun; that we had sold him as a ram, 
and that it was not till the purchaser began to eat him, that the maie-
rial of which he was made, "'as d.iscovered. . 

At the ferry on the Indus, we met some silk-merchants, who had 
gone as far as Demaun to purchase madder. They described the 
Afghaun tribes as g~nera}} y kind to travellers, and honest in theiT 
dealings;. but one tribe (the Vizeerees), they said were savageR,and 
eat human flesh. 

We crossed the Indus at the Kaheree ferry, on the 7th of January. 
The ·main stream was there 1:010 yards broad, though· its ' breadth 
was diminished by several parallel branches, one of· whieh·~as : tWo 
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hundred and fifty yards broad. We passed in good Bat-bottomed 
boats, made of fir, and capable of carrying .from thirty to forty tons. 
Our camels had their feet tied, and were thrown into the boats like 
any other baggage; our horses also crossed in boats. The elephants 
alone swam, to the great a.qlonishment of the people of the country, 
who, probably, had never seen an animal of the kind bef()re. I~'rom 

the f(~rry to Dera. lsmael Khaun was thirty-five miles. The country 
was ('.overed, with thickets of long grass and thorny shrubs, full of 
game of an kinds, from partridges to wild boars, and leopards. 

The cultivation was flourishing, but was not extensive, though wa
ter , is abundant; and the soil to appearance, enjoys all that richness 
and fecundity, f<:)r which inundated countries are so famous. 

We reached Dera lsmael Khaul} on the llth of January. Bet{)re 
we entered Dent, we were met by Tutteh Khaun, a Beloch,e, who go
verns this province as deputy for 1\1ahommed Khaun, to WlKJlll it, as . 
well as Leia, is assigned by the King. lIe was splendidly attired, and 
accompanied by a few infantry, and a troop of ill dressed and ill 
mounted horse, armed with long spears. He and his companiolls ex
patiated on the greatness of their master; on the strength of his twen
ty forts, the number of his cannon, the forty blacksmiths who were 
employed night and day tu make shot for them, and other topics of 
the same kind. In the course of the day, Tutteh Khaun sent u~a 
present., including six bottles of Caubul wine, and two of the essence 
of a plant, much vaunted in the East, and called the bedee mishk.or 
tnuskwillow. 

We remained near a month at Dera Ismael Khaun, waiting fora 
Mehmawldaur. 

The town is situated in a large wood of date trees, with in a hun
dred yards of the., Indu!it. It has a ruinous wall of urnburned bric~, 
about a mile and a half in circumference. The inhabitants of. the 
town were chiefly &loches, though there were also some Afgtrftuns, 
and Hindoos: the latter have a temple in the town. The country 
people are BelQches . and Juts, resembling those .on the opposite bank 
f)f t·be Indus. We saw many Afghauns from Demaun, who differed 
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-.ueh from the Belochea. They were large, and bony men" with long 
coarse hair, loose turbans9 and sheep-skin cloaklS: plaiu, and rough, 
but pleasing in their m811nl~rs. We had >often groupes of horsemen 
round our camp, who came from a distance to look at USJ and visitors 
who were prompted by curiosity to court ·ouracquaintance. 

There were several hordes of wandering shepherds encamped in 
different parts of the vast plain where we were. We went on the 
day after our arrival to examine one, which belonged to the Kharo
tees, the rudest of all the pastoral tribes. We rode about fen miles 
to this camp, over a plain of hard mud, like part of the desart, but 
covered with bushes of jaund and kureel, and evidently rich, though 
neglected. On OUl'way, we saw some Afghaun shepherds, driving a herd 
of about fifty camels, towards Dera: one of the camels was pure 
white, with blue eyes *. The Afghauns spoke no' Persian, nor Hiu
doostanee. They were very civil; stopped the white camel till we 
had examined it, and shewed us their swords, which we were desirous 
to look at, because the hilts differed from those both of :Persia and 
India: they were most like those of the latter countJ:'~, but neater. 
At last, after a ride of ten miles, we reached the eamp~ It was pitch
ed in a circle, and the tents were coarie brown blankets, each sup
ported by two Httle poles, placed upright, .and one la'id across for a 
ridge pole. The walls were made of dry thorn. Our appearance 
excited some surprise; and one man, who appeared to have been in 
India, addressed me in a kind of I-Iindoostanee, and asked . what 
h,rought us there? whether we were not contented with our own pos'" 
sessions, Cawnpore, and Lucknow, and all those fin~ places? I said, 
we' came as friends, and were going to the King. After this we Boon 
got intimate; and, by degrees, we were surrQun,ded by people from 
~e camp. The number of children was incredible i they were ,most ... 
ly fair, and handsome. The girls, I particularly .observed, had aqui-

It was afterwards bought by a gentlemllll of the' mission, who gave it away in 'lndl 
and it is now, I understand, exhibited in London. 
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line noses, and Jt!Wish feature8. The men were generally dark, though 
some were quite fair. One young man, in particular, who stood, and 
stared in: silent amazement, had exactly the colour, features, and ap
pearance of an Irish haymaker. They had general1y high noses; and 
theIr stature was rather small than large. Some had brown woollen 
great-coats, but most had white c<itton clothes; and they an wore white 
turbans: they were very dirty. They did not seem at all jealous of 
their women. Men, women, and children, crowded round us, felt 
our ~oats, examined our plated stirrups, opened our holsters, and 
shewed great curiosity, but were not troublesome. Scarce one of them 
understood any language but Pushtoo; but, in their manners, they 
were all free, good humoured, and civil. I learnt that they had been 
there three months, and were to return in two more, to pass the sum
mer near Ghuznee. They said, that was a far superior country to 
Delnaun. I could make out little even of what the linguist said, and 
there were too many, both of English and Afghauns, to admit of any 
attempt at a regular conversation. 

B~tore we left Dera, two of our party, Mr. , Fraser anp Lieutenant 
I-Iarris, set out on an expedition of considerable hazard and difficulty .. 
Their object was to ascend the peak called Tukhte Solimaun, or 
Soliman's throne, where the people of the country believe the ark to 
have rested after the deluge. After two day'''! march over a naked 
plain, they came to an ascent, and, f<>lIf nliles further 011, to the 
village of Deraubund, the chief place of the little tribe of Meeannk
hail. It is a neat little town on a fine clear cold stream, six miles from 
the hills. They were received by the chief's brother, who had just 
come in from hunting. He was a fair good looking young man, with 
a rude but becoming . dress, a bow and quiver at his back, a hare~s 
8cut_ in hiJ;! turban,_ and two fine grey hounds f0110wing him. Hi. 
recept.ion of the strangers was kind: he ordered dinner to their tent, 
and proposed that his brother should wait on them, but did not prefis 
the visit on their excusing themselves. }'or dinner they had a good 
pilow, and a plate of the fat of the tail of' tbeDoomba sheep to steep 
their breaain. Ne1t morningOmar Khaun, the chief~ canle while 
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th.c gentlemen were dressing; he waited without. the tent till theY 
were ready, and th~l1 entered. I-le was an" upcommon1y l~andsome 
fair man, under thirty years of ag~. He wore n black shawl 'turban, 
and a light blue cloak, ornamented with black silk fioogs at' th~ breast. 
His Inanners were" very pleasi,ng, and his demeanour dignified and 
easy. After they became acquainted, he told them that he was in 
much distress at that time, owing to factions in his tribe; asked their 
advice, and even begged them to give him a talisman to secure his 
success. ,Vhile at Deraubund, the two gentlemen were riding out 
with two or three Hindoostanee horsemen behind them, when the 
latter were mobbed, a~1l1 a stranger of the tribe of Solimaun~Khail, 
struck one of them thrice with the flat of a naked sword. The cause 
could not be discovered, as the Afghauns spoke nothing but pwdrtoo : 
Omar Khaun alone ha.ving been at Caubul, spoke Pens.ian, of which 
some MooBas also knew a few words. Omar Khmm endeavoured to 
dissuade the gentlemen from their enterprise, as beiug too dangerous; 
but finding that vain, he contrived to procure Stlt(~guards fl'()m his 
own enemies the Shee~aunees, in whose country the mountaittlay; 
he also made the gentlemen cover themselves up, so as to look as like 
natives of the eountry as they could, and he advised them to leave all 
their Indians behind. They then set off into the hills. They found 
the north side sloping, covered with fir trees, and abounding in rocks 
of a kino of pudding stone; there were many valleys divided by nar
row ridges, and each watered by a clear brook. So circuitous was .the 
road by which they travelled, that ufter they had advanced about 
twelve 'miles, they found they were still three days journey from t.he 
top; they also learned that the upper part. of the mQuntain was rep,.. 
dered inaccessible by the snow; alld these ,conSiderat!ons,. with the 
iIttended departure of the Ini:.;sion, rendered· it necessary fQr them .to 

0-retunl. They slept tha.t night in a Sheeraunee village, lodging in 0' a 
low hovel, partly sunk in the ground. They were offered bread_d 
meat boiled in small Jumps, but 80 bad that they could note~Lit. 
They were lighted by pieces ·of a kill,d of deal, sofulLuf ,turpentine, 
tllat they,burned like torches. they. #tell, l'eturnoo to . .1le:raubUnd, 
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and after giving presents to the chief and his brother. they set out 
for camp. They both spoke highly of the kindnes~ of Omar Khaun, 
and were also pleased with the attentions of one of the leaders of the 
party opposed to him. ' 

On t.heir way back, as thcy approached a ruined villagt.', they 8a~ .. 
~pears rise, aud seven horsemen issue forth; the gentlemen had but 
one man with them, but tc)rtunately lw was the guide furnished by 
Omar Khaun: the party in ambuscade was commanded by that 
"hier's nephew, who, though he probably was as hospitable as the 
rest, while the gentlemen were his guests, thought himself at full 
liberty to plunder them after they had quitted the lands of' his tribe. 
Ht~ was, however, persuaded by the guide to go away without injuring 
them. Soon after, thcy were caned to by a man on toot, and 
desired to stop; on their disregarding him, the man lay down. and, 
fixing his matchlock on its rest, took a very deliberate aim at Mr. 
Harris. lIere, however, the guide again interposed, and they reached 
ea.mp without any f~u'ther adventures. Some of the people of' Derau
bund afterwards came to our camp, and received ample retunlS of 
hos}->itality from the gentlemen who had visited them. 

Near the end of January we received intelligence from lVIahom
med 1(hann, that the King was certaillly coming to Peshawer, and 
that MoolIa .TaffeI' Seestaunee. was appointed to attend us t.ill some 
p<'''r~on of rank conld join us. After the passa.ge of severnl chuppers, 
or 'couriers, on horsebaek, from tbe court, l\'loo11a .JaffeI' joil1~d liS, 

and we began to get ready for our maJ'<.~h. l\foolla .TaffeI' had been 
n. schoolmaster in his native country of Seestaun, but. had afterwards 
come to court to better his fortune: he had some success in ('.om
mere(', and hatl au opportunity of obliging the King, and enriching 
himself at once. by purcha~ing some of His l\lajesty's jewels, during 
his misfortunes" and flight to the InOlmt.ains. He was now in great 
tftvonr, though he lllaintained the style fuul manners of an ordinary 
nwrchant. He was a grave old gentleman, shrewd, sensible, and 
good humoured, but blunt, and somewhat ' passionate. Under his 
guidance we set out· from Dera Ismael Khaun on the 7th of February-
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Our road lay through thickets, as above describf~ on the river side. 
When we got near the end of our march, we discovered a party of 
Persian or Dooraunee horse, drawn up across tIle way, and 800n 
learned they were one hun~lrcd horRe who had come from thf' King, 
and hrought me a letter. The whole of the troops were dressed like 
Persians, with coloured clothes, boots, and low sheepskin caps. They 
had very nettt housings of leopard skin and other materials. They 
wore Persian hiltcd swords, and had generally matchlocks; sOllie had 
very short blunderhusses, with very small stocks, and barrels of ex
ceedingly thin it'on, tied to their girdles. They had smaU, but light 
and good horses. TIll'y were, on the who'le, a very neat and orderly 
party. After we came to Ollr ground, they sent us twenty mule loads 
of the fruits of Caubul. apples, grapes, &c. 

In the evening, 1 went to a tent pitched about one hundred yards 
from my camp, to re(~eive a dress of hOllour sent me fi'om the King. 
I found thp tent fiIled with the principal people from the King, stand
ing with the same respect as if His l\fajesty had been present. I was 
instructed to bow to the dress, and was afterwards invested with a 
large flowillg robe of gold cloth. lined with satin. which I was told 
the King himself had WOTII: a shawl was WOUllCi round my hat, and 
the King's Jetter was stuck ,in it; another shawl wa.r.; given to me for 8 

girdle, and all present said a short prayer. The dress was rich, and 
the shnwls eostl y. 

Next day, after passing through a country like that of the last day, 
we came to sand, and soon aft.er reached the village of Paharpoor, 
which is ~carcely less than Dera. \Ve had heavy rain that night, and 
at day-break WP- were struck with the appearance of the mountains of 
Solimnnn, whieh had been concealed for a week or more, by thick 
val'onT, and now stood forth in new splendour; the pure
ness of the air, and the great addition of snow making them seem 
higher and nearer than ever. Our match layover sand, but before 
the end of it, we reached scattered 'hills. 

Our camp was pitched near the village of Puneealla, in a cheerful 
and beautiful 'spot, such as one would figure a scene in Arabia Felix. 
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It was u, sandy valley, bounded by craggy hills, watered by a little 
stream, and interspersed with dumps of date trees, and with patches 
of green corn. The village itself stood in a deep grove of date trees, 
OIl the side of a hill, from whieh InaI1y streams gushed through little 
caverns in the thickest part of the wood. The inhabitants were 
Beloches and Shaikhs, of Arabian descent. They plundered some of 
our people, and made others prisoners; and though tJ..is was made 
up, and we hired a strong safe-guard from them, we still lost SOllle 

camels, and had stragglers plundered after we had lett the place. 
The next f()rty miles of our jouriley were up the valley of Largec, 

which, though only separated by a ridge of hills from the Iudus, was 
so dry and sand y, that we were obliged to (~arr'y water as in the 
desart; yet even there we saw some camps of slH'pherds of th~ 
Afghaun tribe of lVlurwut, to whom the country belongs. After two 
dreary marehes through the valley, we came into a rich and beautifitl 
plain thirty-five miles in diameter, encirded with mountains, and 
divided by the Indus. We encamped that day 011 the river Koo1'
rum, then shallow, though broad, but in Summer a deep and rapid 
river. I~'rom this we made three marches across the plain to CallR
haugh, or Karra-baugh. The country belonged to the tribe of 
Esaukhail. It was naturally fertile, highly cultivated, and watered 
by canals fonr feet broad, and as many deep. The people were more 
swarthy tha.n we expeded to see men of their nation, and looked 
mOTe like Indians than Persians; they were, however, easily distin
guished from the former people, by their long and thick hair, their 
beards, the loose f()Ids, of their turbans, and a certaiJl independent 
and manJy air, that marked them i<)r Alghauns. They are notorious 
robl)ers,and carried off some of our camels, and of the King's horse; 
but their ordinary behaviour was civil and decent. I was surprised 
at their sinlplicity and equality: 'though they are a wealthy und 
Rourlshing tribe, their chief~ who accornpaI~ied me through the whole 
of their lands, was as plain in his dress, and as simple in his manners. 
a.8 the most ordinary person in the tribe. 
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While in the Esaukhail CQuntr'y~ we were met b'y Moossa Khau11 
Alekkozye, the Dooraunee nobleman who was sent ,by the King 
to conduct us to court. He was a tall man, rather corpulent, but. of 
a good figure. He had a fine beard, and was halldsomely dressed in 
cloth of gold, with fine shawls; his sword, and other accoutrements, 
were mounted in gold; his horses were good, his trappings hand
some, and be had good pistols in his holsters, with lions' heads in 
gold upon the butt~. Though he scarcely looked forty. he was near 
sixty, had been engaged in civil and foreign wars, and had been 
raised by his party, during a rehellion, to the high rank of Sirdar. 
He had travened in his own country, and had long been stationed in 
Cashmeer, in praise of which country, or rather of its licentious plea,.. 
BUWS, he used ofien to enlarge. Altogether I fe-Jund · him very lively 
nnd entertaining. and perfectly gentlemanlike in his manners. lIe 
was accompanied by a party of f<mr or five hundred horse, who be
longed to a Calmuk Dusteh, or regiment, though I saw no Calmuks 
among them. lIe was also accompanied by . the chiefs of the 
Afghaun tribes of Bungush and Khuttuk, and . by the chief of the 
town of Karra-baugh, plain nlen like Arabs, who accompanied us as 
far as the plain of Peshawer, each bringing a strong body of militi.1I 
as we entered his lands. 

Calla-baugh, where we left t.he plain, well deserves a minute de
scription. The Indus is here compressed by mountains into a deep 
('.hannel, only three hundred and fifty yards broad. The mountains 
on each side have an abrupt descent into the river, and a road is cut 
along their base, for upwards of two miles. It had been widened for 
us, but was still so narrow, and the rock over it so steep, that,no 
camel with a bulky load could pass: to obviate this inooDvenience, 
twenty-eight boats hEm been prepared, to convey our largest packages. 
up the river. The first part of this pass is actually overlnang by the 
town of Calla-baugh, which is built in a siIlgula.r manner llPQll the 
face of the hi1l, every street rising above its neighbour, and, I 
imagine, only accessible by means of the flat roofs of the houses .~ 
low it. As we passed beneath, we perceived windows and balconies 
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at 'a great height, crowded with women and children. The road be
yond was cut out of solid salt, at the foot of cliffs of that mineral, in 
some places more than one hundred feet high above the river. The 
salt is hard, clear, and almost pure. It would be like chrystal, were 
it not in some 'parts streaked and tinged with red. In some places\ 
salt springs is~ne from the foot of the rocks, and leave the ground 
cmrered with a crust of the most brilliant whiteness. All the earth, 
particularly near the town, is almost blood red, and" this, with the 
strange and beautifill spectacle of the salt rocks; and the Indus flow
ing in a deep and clear stream through lofty mountains, past this 
extraordinary town; presented such a scene of wonders, a!"l is ~eldom 
to be witnessed. Our camp was pitched beyond the pass, in the 
mouth of a narrow valley, and in the dry bed of a torrent. Near it 
were piles of salt in large blot~ks (like stones at a quarry), lying ready for 
exportation, either to India or Khorassaun. It would have taken a 
week to qatisfy us with the sight of' Calla-baugh ; but it threatened 
rain, and had the torrent filled while we were there, our whole camp 
must have_ been swept into the Indus. 

On the 16th of February we marched up the vaHey, which became 
narrower as we advanet':d. After proceeding about seven miles, we 
entered a winding passage, so narrow that in many places our camels 
could s{~arcely pass: the rock rose some hundred feet on each side. 
This.passage continued with a gentle ascent for three or four miles, 
during which time we saw nothing but the rocks on each side, and 
the sky overhead; at length the ascent grew more sudden, the hills 
on each side became gradually lower, and more sloping, and after 
going over some very rough and steep road, we reached the top of 
the pass; ' The view that now presented itself was singularly wHd and 
deSolate. We were on the highest part of the mountains, and be
neatb us were the bare, broken, and irregular summitR of the rest of 
tIterange, among which we saw several valleys, like that we had 
ascended. 'There were also still higher mountains to the north, 
ooveredwithsnow. " We were shown what seemed a little brook fOr 
the Indus ; aM' lJt)Dle smoke on its banks, was said to mark the site 
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of the town of Muckud. Many other plaoes were pointed out, but 
in such aconfitsion of hills and valleys, nothing made a distinct im
pression. From this point we descended It st(,~p andruf.,rgOO. road, 
where; for the first time, we saw the wild olive. We encamped in a 
hollow in the face of the mountains, eighteen miles from onr last 
ground. This place was called Chushmeh (the spring), from the 
rare circumstance of its having fresh water; it had also some deep 
soil, and had been (~ultivated by the Bauriks, a wild tribe, to whom 
dtese mountains belong. It, rained hard before we got to our ground, 
and in the midst of it I observed Moolla Jaffur trotting on, sheltered 
by a ·oloa.k of stiff felt, which came to a point over his head, and 
covered him and all the hinder part of his horse, like a tent; behind 
him was hiR servant, with a culJean packed into boxes, which were 
fixed to his saddJe like holsters, and a chaffing-dish of burning char .. 
coal swinging from a chain beneath his horse's belly, and ~parJding 
in spite of the rain. 

The rain· continued all night, and next morning we found it almost 
impossible to move. It was necessary, however, to try, as our provi
sions were likely tornn short ; and, accordingly, we began our march, 
amidst a dismal scene of high mountains, surrounded with clouds, 
Hooded valle.rs, and beating rain. Our road lay down a steep pass, 
and then down the channel of a salt t01"1"ent, which was running with 
great force. 'Thou.gh we began to load the cattle at noon, it WaS late 
at' night before any of us reached a recess between the torrent and the 
rocks, only a mile and a half from the place we had left. Many of 
our people wandered about all night in the rain androId ; and all 
were not arrived hy two on the afternoon of the next d8y~ Some,of 
our camels die-dduring the march, and. the Bauriks took· advantage of 
the confusion and disorder, to plunder sorneof onr baggage. The 
rain fell heavily during the whole of the next day. 

On the morning of the 1 ~h, it was fair when the day broke, a.od 
at seVen we proceeded on our journey. The torrent had run ·ofi;and 
its bed' was now an excellent·Toad. The air was cleat'~arwld'le,mou .. 
Cain· 8cenery picturesque and agreeable. In tnecourse 'of .tbe· niucb 
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we had more than once to cross a rapid torrent, as deep as could well 
be forded. On its banks, 'we met Moosa Khaun, who we found had 
marched forward on the 16th, and was soon unable either to advance 
or return: his provisions had run out; and there had been a-battle 
in his camp, and scvcral-persons woundc<.l Some of his men had 
been carried down in endeavouring to SWiIll the torrent; but they 
had regained the shore, and no lives were lost. We afterwards went 
on through the hills, and crossed two cotuls or passes; from the last 
and steepest of which, we descended into Malgeen. This was a green 
and pleasant vaHey, about twelve miles long, and five broad, surround
ed by mountains, of' which the most remote (those on the north and 
wc~'t) were covered with snow. The trOC1ps, and part of the baggage 
had arrived by sl1nset, when. a . report wa.s brought that our rear was 
attacked. Our own cavalry" and some of the Calmuks, were sent 
back, and arr.ived in time to prevent any serious loss. It was how
ever too late for the rest of the baggage to cross the cotul ; and' a 
company of Sepoys was sent over to protect them. 'Next morning 
we were aU as.sembled, and enabled to e"joy a day's rest, which was 
much required after the distresses of the journey. OUf Sepoys and 
followers had not had a. regular meal for three days, during which 
time they were exposed to all the inclemen(~y of the weather. It was 
surprising how well they hore the cold, which (although there was no 
frost) was so severe, that some even of the European part of the mis-
810n were glad to wear a fur pelisse and over-aIls night and day, du
ring tbe rain. 

We marched again on the 21st of February; and, after crossing a 
low rocky pass,desoended into the country of the Shaudee Khail, 
whose principal village .we passed. It was very pleasingly situated 
among trees" on the banks of the Toe, a deep and cleJlr strea.m, How
ing rapidly through apkturesque valley, the view up which was ter
minateclat no great distance by snowy mountains. The roads near 
this ,wereerowded with Afghauns, some ·of whom welcomed us, while 
all behaved 'Witheivility. At our encamping ground, near the very 
~'viIlageof~~1fe were met ·by··Omar Kh&tm:: (the son of the 
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9nngnsh chief), with Reven or eight hundred match-lock men, dress
~in blue. This place 'Was in the plain of Cohaut, which is a circle 
of about twelve miles ill diameter. ThehiHs around were varied and 
picturesque; and those above the town of Cohaut were covered 
with sn<1W. The plain was green, and well watered, and there were 
little groves up and down its face. The climate was .delightfuL Snow 
never lies long on the lower hills about Cohaut, and had 110t fallen in 
the plain for some years: the fruits and Bowers of all climates were 
Raid to be produced in the plain. We reached Cohaut on the next 
day. It was a neat town, and had a little fi)rt on an artificial mound, 
which had been ruined in a struggle for the chiefship, that was scarce
ly settled when we were there. N ear the town runs a stream, as dear 
as chrystal, whieh issues from three f<mntains, and i~ first (XlUected in 
a reservoir, not far below. It is hot in winter, and caitlin summer. 
The chief accompanied us to see these springs; and then left us to 
breakfast, on excellent hutter, milk, eg1-,rs, and honey, which he had 
provided in great plenty. He also presented me with a box of moo-, 
meed or mummy, made at Cohaut. It was of the kind c"Ued moo
}neea maa,denee or mummy of the mine. It is made from a sort of 
atone, which is boiled in water; after being reduced to powder, an oil 
floats on the top, whieh harden~ int.o a substance of the appearance 
and <-onsistence ,of coal. It is a famous medicine throughout all the' 
East, and is said to operate almost miraculous cures of fractures. 
Here we found a garden, which afforded Ilt great delight, though per
haps a portion of its charms consisted in its abounding in English 
plants, fromwhiclt we hadheen long estranged in the climate of In
dia. Their beauty was rather augmented thandirninished in our 
eyes, by their being' out 001' l(~af~and putting fOrth new buds. The 
garden spread !\long the bank of the stream I have described. It was 
enl'losed by a hedge, full of' wild raspberry, and blackberry1;>uahes, 
and contained plum and peach trees in full blo880lD, weeping ~ilk>ws, 
an~ plane trees in leaf, together with apple trees, and many.others 
that could not be distinguished from having lost their foliage.T.berte 
were also numerous fine vines, as thi{~k u &man'aleg, ·twisted ,~ 
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the ttees, as if they were wild. The walks were covered with green 
sod, which looked the more English, because some withered grass 
was seen among the full, soft, and fresh verdure of the new year. 
There was also clover, chick-weL:.d., plantains, rib-gras~, dandelions, 
common dock, and many other English weeds. We saw here a bird, 
very like a goldfinch, and another of the same aize, remarkable for 
the beauty of its plumage, which was of the finest crimson, except on 
thc.head and wings, which- were black. Some of the gentlemen 
though~ they saw and heard thrushes, and blackbirds. The celebrated 
Bedee Mishk was among the plants of this-garden; and I was sur
prised to find it was a sort of willow, with sweet scented yellow flow
ers, of which the bees are very fond, and well known in Britain, by 
the name of Palm. 

On the 23<1 of February, we marched from Cohaut; and, in -about 
three luiles, came to the foot of a tremendous cotul. The foad up 
wa.s only a mile and a half long, although it wound much; but it was 
exceedingly steep, and often went over large pieces of rock, which it 
was surprising that any animals could surmount. We went up with 
Moosa Khaun; and, when we reached the top, we sat down to wait 
till the camels should pass. We were joined by the Bungush chiefs, 
and some Dooraunees of Moosa Khaun's party, and spent two hours 
in conversation. After this, the I\hauns pfoposed some luncheon, 
and we assenting, they produced a napkin with some cold fowls, and 
bread, of which we all partook very sociahly, sitting in a circle, and 
eating with our hands. When we had finished our luncheon, and 
smoked a culleaun, which passed round the company, we proceeded 
on our journey. . We then descended into a vaHey, about five hun
dred ya.l'dsbroad, belonging to the tribe of Kheiber, whose predatory 
character is so well described by Mr. FosterJo\(. 'Ve saw nlany of 

• To shew the Jlread entertained of thc Kheiberees, MI'. Fostcr mcntioWl an Arm(mi{ul, 
who, after h~ had reached Peshawer on his way _to Cuubul, was &0 terrified at what he heard 
of them, that -he went round by Moultaun, a Journey ot' nine weekS, instead of one of eleven da,., rather dian venture into their hauntB. . 
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these marauders in the c:ourse _of our march; but our baggage was 
too well guarded to allow of their atta:cking it; We halted that day 
at Zerghoon Khail ; and it is remarkable that the hills were so high, 
and the valleys so deep in this march, that the Surveyors could not 
see the sun to take an observation at noon day. 

We marched early next morning; and, after some fine views in the 
vaHey, we reached its mouth, when a vast range of. snowy mountains 
began to appear, and soon disclosed a spectacle of unequalled magni
ficence. \Ve learned fhnn our guides that it was part of the~hain of 
Hindoo Coosh (the Indian Caucasus), and that, immediately heyond 
it, were Cashgar, Budukhshaun, and Tartary. By this time we had 
approached a little ruined tower in the mouth of the valley, and dis
covered a great mau,Y' armed Kheiberees, sitting on the hills, looking 
wistfully at the camels IHlssing. 1\1.oosa KhauB immediately halted 
the few horse he had with him, and proposed that we should stay in 
the tower till all our baggage was past ~ thither wewellt, and pre
sently were joined by all the Kheiberees in a body. The ehiefs only 
came up to us, and asked for a present;. but lVloosa Khaun told them 
to come to our ramp attcr every thing was past, and we would con
sider of it, an arrangement they did not seem to approve. It -gave 
me a ~trange notion of the system of manners in Caubul, that these 
avowed robbers should rome up and ask for a present; and that 
Moosa Khaun, in his rich dress, and golden arms, should sit almost 
unattended in the midst of their umtchlocks, and refllse them. We 
were now entered on the plain of Peshawer, over which we continued 
to march till three in the afternoon, when we encamped at the vil
lage of Blldabeer, six miles fi'om the city. 

' Though I do not intend to touch on rny negotiations, it win elu
cidate my intercourse with the people at Peshawer, to stnte the man
ner in. wnieh the mission was regarded at Court. The news of'its ar
rival reached the King while on his way from Candahar, and ·its ob
ject was at first reg~rded with strong prttiudice and d~8trnst. The 
King of Callbul haJ always been the resource of all the disaffected in 
India. To him Tippoo Sultaun, Vizeer · Ally, ·and all other Mahom-
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medans, who had a quarrel either with u.s or. the l\iarattas, bad long 
been in the habit of addressing their complaints; and, in later times, 
Holcar,- hinlseH~ a Maratta, had sent an· embassy to solicit assistance 
against us. Runjeet Sing, the Rajah, or as he calls himself~ the 
KiJ..lg, of the Pnnjaub, took a great alarm at the opening of a commu
nication between two powers whom he looked on as his natural ene
mie~, and did all he eould to convince the Court of Caubul of the 
dangerous nature of our designs. The Haukims of Leia, of l\loul
taun, and of Sind, (each imagining that the embassy could have- no 
other ol~jcd but to procure the cession· of his particular province). 
did what they could to thwart' its success; and, at the saIne time, the 
DooJ'aunee Lords were averse to an alliance, which might strengthen 
the' King, to the detriment of the aristocracy; and the King himself 
thought it very ilatural that we should profit by the internal dissen
tions of ~ neighbouring kingdom, and endeavour to unnex it to our 
empire. The t;,xaggemted reports he received of the splendour of the 
embassy, and of the sumptuous presents by which it was accompanied, 
seem more than any thing to have determined the King to admit the 
mission, and to gi,'e it an honowrabk~ reception. When the natur~ of 
the embassy be<~amc known, the King, without laying aside his dis
trust, appears to have entertained a llOpe tha,t he might derive greater 
advantage iI'om ~t than he had at first adw~rted to; and, it then he
came an objeet with each of the ministers to obtain the conduct of 
the negotiations. 

There were two parties in the Court, one headed by Akram Khaun, 
a great Dooraunee lord, the actual prime minister; and the other, 
composed of the Persian ministers, who, being about the King's per
SOll, and entirely dependent on his favour, poss·cssed a sccrf't influ-

, ence, which they often employed in oppo~itlon to Akranl Khann: 
the chief of these was Meer Abool Hussun Khaun. This last party 
obtained the earliest information about the embassy, anrlllrtlnaged to 
secure the Mehlnaundauree ; but it was still undetermined who would 
be entrusted with the negotiation. The Persians took pains to COIl

vince me that the King \Vas jealo~s of' AkraIIl Khaun, and the great 
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Dooraunees, and wished to treat with us through his personal and 
confidential agents; and Akram sent me a message by an adherent 
of his own, to say that he wished me well, and desireu to be employ
ed'in my negotiations, but that if I left him out, I must not complain 
if he did aU in his. power to cross me. From that time his conduct 
was uniformly and zealously friendly, nor did he expect that any re
serve should be maintained with the opposite party, a circum~t~nce 
in his character'that prevented much embarrassment. He had how;.. 
ever marched foJ' Caslmlcer w11en' I arrived, and to this I attr~bute 

many altercations to wl1icll I was at nrst exposed. 
On the morning of tIle 2.'5tl1, after some con1ilsion about tbe mode 

of our reception, we made our entry into Peshawer. There was a 
great crowd a11 the way. The banks on each side of the road were 
covered with people, and many climbed up trees t,o' see us pass. The 
crowd increased as we approached the city, but we were put to no in
convenience by it, as the King's horse, that had come. out to meet us, 
charged the mob vigorously, and used their whips without ,the least 
compunction. One man attraded particular notice: he wore a high 
red cap, of a conical .shape, witll some folds of cloth rowl<l the bot
tom, and a white plume; he had a short jacket of skin, black panta
loons, and brown boots: he was an uncommonly fine, figure, tall, 
and thin, with swelling muscIes, a high nose, and an animated COUIl

tenance : lw was mounted on a very fine grey horse, and rode with 
long stirrups, and very well. I-I{~ carried a long spear, without a 
head,with which he charged the mob at speed, shouting with a loud 
and deep voice. He not only dispersed the mob, but rode at grave 
people sitting on terraces with the greatest fury, and kept all clear 
wherever he went. lIis name was Russool Dewauneh, or Hussool the 
Mad. He wa..t; well known fi)r a good and brave soldier; but an ir
regular and unsettled person. lIe afterwards was in great favour with 
most of fhe mission; and was equipped in an 'English helmet, and 
cavalry uniform, which well pecame him. By the time we had entered 
the town, the roads were so narrow that our progress became very 
slow, and we had time to hear the remar~ of the spectators, which 
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were expressive of wonder at the procession, and of good will towards 
U8;,. but the crowd and bustle was too great to adrnit of 'any distinct 
observations: At length we reached the house prepared for us, and 
were ushered into an apartment, spread with carpets and felts for sit
ting on. I-Iere we were seated on the ground in the Persian manner, 
and trays of sweetmeats were placed before us. They consisted of 
sugared almonds, and there was a loaf of sugar for making sherbet in 
the midst of each tray. Soon after, our conductors observed that we 
required rest, and withdrew. 

We had now time to examine our lodging, which had been built 
by the King's Aubdaur Baushee (chief hutler), not very long bef()re he 
went into rebellion. It was large, and though qnite unfinished, it 
was am~ch more convenient house "than could have been expected, 
at a town which is not the fixed residence of the court, and where 
many of the principal nobility were forced, during their stay, to put 
up with very mean dwellings. The whole of our premises consisted 
of a square, enclosed by a rampart of earth, or unburned brick, within 
which was another square, endoseq by high walls. The space be
tween the walls and the rampart was divided into many courts, in 
OI~e of which was a ljttle garden, where there were small trees, rose 
bushes, stock giBiflowers, and other flowers. The inner square was 
divided by a high waH into two courts, and at one end of each was a 
house, co.n~aining two large halls of the whole height of the building: 
on each sid~ of the ha.lls were many smaller rooms in two stories, 
some of which looked into the halls. One of the courts contained no 
other building; but the three remaining sides of the other court were 
occupied by apartments. All the windows in this last court were 
furnished with sa~hes of open wood work, which, while they admitted 
the air and light, prevented the "room from being seen into from 
without; and there were fire-places in seventl of the rooms in hoth 
courts. What struck us most, was the ' cellars intended f()l~ a retreat 
from the heats of summer. There' wa.s one under each house: one 
was only a spacious and handsome hall of burned brick and mortar; 
but the other was exactly of' tlYe 'same plan and dimensions as the 
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house itself, with the same halls and thp. same apartments in two 
stories, as 'above ground. The whole'of this S'ubterraneolls mansiMl 
wa..~ lighted by broad but low windows near thB tQp. The one I am 
speaking of: was unfinished; but when complcte, the cellars are 
painted and furnished in the same manner as the rooms above~ and 
have generally a fe:mntain in the mid(lh.~ of the hall. These apart

ments are called Zeerzemecnes and 'l'ehkhaullehs. Even the poor at 
Peshawer ha,'c them under their, houses, but they are not required in 
the temperate climates fllrther west. I alwa.ys sat in mine in the hot 
weather, and f(mnd it equally agreeable and wholesome. 

On the da," of our arrival, our dinner was composed of the dishe.s 
sent ns hy the King. which we fimnd excellent. Afterwards we had 
always our English meals; hut the King continued to send breakfast~ 
luncheon, aud dinner for ourselves, with provisions for two th(~usand 
persons (a number exceeding that of the embassy), and t\V() lrundred 
horses, hesidps elephants, &c. nor 'vas it without great difficulty that 
I pre,'aiicd on HjsM~~jcst.Y' ut the end of a month, to dispense with 
this expensive proof of his hospitality. 

I received visits after my arrival from m~ny persons of rank, who 
Caml~ on the King's part or thpir own. I had much intercourse with 
Sheer l\1ahomed Khaun, the brother of AkramKhaun, and Meer
zanee Khaun, the Dewaun of the same minister, who had both been 
lett, on purliose to receive the mission; J also saw a good deal of' 
l\rlehmaundaur, 1\1eer Abool H USSUl1 Khaun, a Persian, whose family 
bad long been settled in Caubul, and who had himHelf risen from the 
humble rank of a pri\rate soldier (report said even from that of a 
taylor), to be Sundookdaur naushee (keeper of the wardrobe), Kooler 
Aghassee (command~r of the gunrds), and Governor of Peshawer. 
He had a very f~lir complex ion; al1d red cheeks, but his person was 
small, his voice f(~eble, and his manner timid, so that our first im

pression of him was unfavourable: he, nevertheless, turned out to be 
one of the best of his nation, and to have a degree of simplicity 
about him, seldom met with in a ·Persian. 
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The first week after OUT arrival past .without our being introduced 
to dte -King, in consequence of a dispute about the fonDs of our pre
sentation. The common forms of the court, though the ministers 
alleged that they httd been conformed to by ambassadors from Persia, 
and Uzbek Tartary, and even by the brother of the latter l\lonarch. 
appeared to us a little unreasonable. The ambassador to be intro
duced, is brought into a court by two officers, who hold him firmly 
by the artus. On coming in sight of the King, who appears at a high 
window, the ambassador is made to run forward for a certain distance, 
wIlen he stops for a moment, and prays for the King. lIe 'is then 
made to run f()rward again, and prays 'once morc; and, after another 
rUll, the King calls out" KheUut," ,(a dn~ss,) whidl is tl)llowcd hy the 
the Turkish word "Getsheen," (begone,) from an officer nf state, 
and the unfortunate ambassador is ma.de.to run out of the court, and 
sees no more, of the .~ing, unlessh.e is snl111l1oned to a private audi
enc,e in His Ma:jesty's closet. 

.Every thing, however, was in the end adjusted, and, on the morn
ing of the 5th of l\iarch, we set o.ut in procession for the palace. 
We passed. fi)r about three quarters of a mil~~ through the streets, 
which as well as the windows and roofs of the hOllses, were crowded 
with spectators. At length we reached an open space under the 
palace, or castle, in which the king resides. this space was fiJ led with 
people, who covered the gide of tile hilJ on which the castle stauds, 
like the audience at a theatre. \\Then we reached the gate, over 
which the King's band was playing, we were requested to leave t.he 
greater- partoi' our attendants behind, and here our drums nnd trum
pets were required to cease playing, Some time after we entcl'ed 
th.i~ gateway, we dismounted, and, aftcr walking about one hlllldr~d 
yards, we ascended a flight of steps, aud entered a long n1\r1'OW 'room, 
whefl~ about on;e hundred ltrld fifty persons were seated in great 
order along the walls. This was called the Kishik {{hauneh, or 
guard-ro.om. It had never been handsome, and was now out. of re
pair. It was spread with carpets and felts. We were led struight up 
to the head of the room, where several men, richly dressed, rose as 




