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remarkable how many stories are common to Europe and Asia, and 
that, not only in works of imagination, but in facts attributed to real 
personages, and ,recorded in. history. One example may suffice out 
of many which might be brought t()rward. The st;nt.agem of turning 
loose oxen, with torches on their horns, by which Hannibal is said to 
have escaped from .I:'-'abius, is attributed by the Alghaulls, with alJ its 
particulars, to one of tht:ir own chiefs; and the scene of it is fixed in 
the neighbourhood of' lIeraut. In the sa.me manner, u vast number 
of our jests arc told in Asia, and half of Joe l\'liller might be disputed 
between "the facetious Tom Kil1igrew/' and " u. certain scholar," of 
some city in the east. . 

The funerali of the Aighauns do not differ irom those of the other 
Mahommed.ans; a man in his last moments is attended by a Moolla, 
who a.dmonishes him to repent of his sins; the sick man repeats .his 
creed, and appropriate prayers, and expires with his face .to Mecca, 
proclaiming that there is no G·od but God, and that Mahotnet is his 
prophet. When he is dead, the corpse is washed, wrapped up in a 
shroud, and buried, after the usual prayers have beel1said by a MooI
lah, and joined in by the numerous relation~ and neighbours, who 
attend the funeral. If the deceased was rich, Moollahs are employed 
to read the K.oraun f()r some days ovm' his grave. 

The ceremony of circumcision is the same in all Mahommedan 
countries. It is attended with a feast and great rejoicing. 
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CHAP. IV. 

EDUCATION, LANGUAGE, AND U'l'ERATURE OF TIlE AFGll.AUNS. 

A LI. the Afghauns are sent in their infancy to a MooHah for 
education. Some learn no more than their regular N amauz, 

and other occasional prayers and passages of the Koraun, with the 
ceremonies of their religion, and the duties of a l\1"ussulman. Ahout 
Peshawer, and among the Dooraunees, the next step is to learn to 
read the Koraun in Arabic, often without understanding it; but in 
other tribes this study is reserved for a more advanced stage. This is 
the education of the lower orders, of whom not a quarter can· read 
their own language. 

The rich ke~p Moollnhs in theIr houses to teach their children, but 
allow them alJ the power of a common schoolmaster. 'rhe ~loollah 
who had charge of the prime minister's son (a boy of sixteen when I 
saw him), told me that he kept him to his book for almost the whole 
day. 

There is a schoolmaster in every village and camp, who is main~ 
tained by a piece of land allotted to him, and by a small contribution 
which he receives from his scholars. His office is sometimes united 
with that of the priest of the village; but it is oftener distinct, espe
cially in large places. In towns there are regular schools, like those 
in European countries, w here the master is maintained by his 
scholars alone. The sum commonly paid to a schoolmaster in Pesha-. 
wer, is about fifteen pence a-month; but the payments are in- propor
tion to the circumstances of the boy's father. In most parts of the 
country, the boys live with their fathers, and only attend the school 
during the day; butn:.nong the Berdooraunees, a boy is sent at a 
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very early age to a distant village, where he lives in the mosque, sub
sists by alms, and has little or no intercourse with his parents, but is 
taken care of by the schoolmaster under whom he has been placed. 

o The following is the course of study pursued ab()ut Peshawer: a 
chj]d begins its letters (in conformity to a traditional injunction of the 
Prophet) when it is four years, four months, and four days old; hut 
its studies arc immediately laid aside, and not resumed till it is six or 

• 0 

seven years old, when it learns its letters. and is taught to read n little 
Persian poem of Sandis, which points out tht.' heauty of each of the 
virtues, and the deformity of each of the vices, in very simple, and not 
ine]eg~nt language, This takes from fimr months to a year, ac(:ording 
to the child's capacity. After this, common people learn the Koraun, 
and study Some books in their own langllage; people of decent. f()T

tune proceed to read the 0 Persian cla.~sics, and a litt Ie of' the Arahic 
grammar: boys who are to be broubJ'ht up as Moollahs, give n. ~YJ'eat 

'deal of their time to this last study, which, as the Arabie grammars 
are very elaborate, and comprehend a great deal of seieJl(~e, t.hat we 
do not mix with the rudiments of a language, sometimes occupies 
severa.l years. "Then a young l\1oo11ah has rruule sufficient proficiency 
in this study, he goes to Peshawpr, Hushtnuggur, or some otller place 
famous for its Mooilahs, and begins on logic, Jaw~ and theology, No 
further knowledge is required to complete a l\1oo11ah's education, hut 
many push their researches into ethics, metaphysi<!s, and the system 
of physics known in the east, as wen as history, poetry, and m('(liein~, 
which last is a fashionable study for men of Hll professions, l<'or those 
studies, and for the more advanced branches of theology and law, they 
often travel to distant cities, and even to Bokhaura,which is a great 
seat of Mahommedan learning; but Peshawer seems, on the whole, 
to be the most learned city in these countries, and many more stu
dents come thither from Bokhaura, than repair to that city from 
Peshawer. India has not a great reputation for learning, and the 
here~y of the Persians makes all Soonnees avoid the infection of their 
colleges. 
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It is reckoned a good work in the sight of God to promote leal'n
ing, and, eonsequently, besides the King's colleges, there is an esta
blishment in every village for maintaining students. The consequence 
is, that the comitry is over-run with half-taught Moollahs, who rather 
impede than promote the progress of real learning. 

Betore s2\Ying more about the learning of the Afghauns, it will be 
well to give some account of their language, which, as I have already 
mentioned, is called Push too. Its origin is not easily discovered. 
A large portion of the words that compose' it, spring from sotne 
unknown "* root, and in this portion are included most of thOse words 
which, from the early necessity for designating the objects they re
present, must JIRve formed parts of the original language of the peo-. 
pIe; yet some of this very class belong to the Zend ami' Pehlevee; 
such as the terms for father and mother, sister and brother. This 
seems also to be the case with the numerals; though the Zend and 
Pehlevce numerals bear so strong a resemblanL'e to the Shanscrit ones; 
that it is difficult to distinguish them. Most of the verbs, and many 
of the particles again belong to the unknown root. The words con
nected with religion, government, and science, are mostly introduc~d 
from the Arabj(~ through the Persian. 

Of two hundred and eighteen hundred words which I compared t 
with the corresponding ones in Persi"an, Zend, Pehlevee, Shanscrit, 
Hindostaunee, At-abic, Armenian, GL'Orgian, Hebrew, and Chalda.i.c, 
Idound one hundred and ten that·· could not be referred to anv of 

01 

--------

~ It is probable mRll)' ()~. these words might be traced to a known source, if diligently 
~ift<.'d hy all Oriental schOlar. I have explained, in the next nott', th£ proceu tbey bavj.: 
undergone in my hallds. 

t The cOlllparison was mu(1c in the following manner :-1 dr{~w up a Pushtoo vocabu
lary, whi('h I lw\il'vt, wnscorrtKtt, and which had the advantage of being compared with 
one cOlUpilt~d by Mr. Irvine: similar vocabularies of the Zmd and pehlevce .la~ 
were made for me hy a friend to whose kindness I have otten beep indebted. They were 
taken from two learned Parsecs, and compared with Anquetil du Perron's lists. The 
Snme friend procured the Gcor~ifm, Arnwnhm, Hebrew, and Chllldee vocabularies •. My 
own acquaintance with Pt'Tliian uud Hin<1ostnncc was Bufficient., with the help of diction-
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those languages, but seemed distinct and original. Of the remainder, 
by far the greater part were modern Persian; but some of these were 
introduced into the latter language from the Zeud, and mauy more 
from the Pehlevee, while a good number were words of those lan
guages' not employed in modern Persian. Somt~ of these Zend and 
Pehlevee words are:, however, common to the Shanscrit, the three 
languages having a great affinity; and some words also OCCUI\ which 
are to be found in Shanscrit alone, as do five or six words of the 
Hindostaunec language. It is probable some Punjaubee words would 
also be detected, if the list were compared with a vo<:abuiary of that 
language. Not one word of the two hundred and eighteen has the 
smallest appearance of being deducible from the l-lebrcw or Chaldaic, 
Georgian or Armenian. 

The Afghauns use the Persian alphabet, and generally write in the 
N ushk character. As they have some sounds, which ure not repro. 
sented by any Persian letters, they express them by adding partieular 
points or other marks to the nearest Persian letter. '* 

arieS, for the purpose I had in view; Rnd for the Shanscrit, ea('h word wns compured 
with all the numerous ,synonyms in the Amercllsh) which were r£'ad to me by a Pundit. 
I have given part of my vocabulary in the Appendix (B). 

Since I wrote the above, J have had an opportunity of (~xamining a li!:it of about out' 
hundred Curdish words, and I find nmong them five of the hundred Ilnd t('I. which J bave 
mentiou('>d as original Afghaun words, besides several common'to the Curdi"h and I'c!'sian 
both languages. I regret that I have not an opportunity of fullowiug up the investigation. 

• These ~OlUldB are the hard D, T, and ll, and the C~h of the Shunsel'it. The 
favourite letters in Pushtoo seem to be dle G/lain (the 80uml of which Cllnnot be 
expressed in English characters, but which has II r('selllhh,f¥.~c to tll(' Northllmberland 
Beet), and ZAllY, which has the power of Z in azure, Or S in osier. Such is the fond
ness of the Atghauns for these letters, that they often changt> the Os of words adopted 
from the Persian into Glzain8, and the Zs (and even the SI,S) into ZIt.(. They alllo 

often change F into P, D into T, and even D into L i and they frequently turu () 
into W", as lloz (day) RWllZ. The eastern Afghauns again have some permutatiollS 
peculiar to themselves, thus they change Zk into G, and Sll into Kit. T/lcs(' changes 
iODlt->tim(.'S d!sguise a word in such a manner, as to render it a ma.tter of (lifikulty to 
discover its etymology. Nobody would suspect that GkU.lf% the eastern AtglullIlH.'e for 
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The Pushtoo, though rather rough, is a manly la,nguage, and not 
unpleasing to an ear accustomed to oriental tongues. The dialects of 
the East and West, differ not on1 y in the prollunciatioQ., hut in the 
words they make use of~ to a degree at least equal to the difference 
between Scots and English. None of the fillnous Pushtoo authors 
are of more than a century and half old; and, I should imagine, that 
there were no books in the language that can pretend to more than 
double that antiquity. What literature there is, has been derived 
from that of the Persians; and their compositions would resemble 
that model, but for their greater rudeness and superior simplicity. 
I have the names of eight or nine Afghaun poets, besides translators 
from the Persian. 

The most popular of all the poets is Rehmaun, whose works consist 
of odes, exactly like those of the Persians. I can perceive no merit 
in those of his poems, which I have had explained to me; but this is 
no proof that he is. unworthy of his reputation. Most I1ersian odes 
are very unequal; and, even in IIafiz. the beautiful and sublime pas
sages, which excite so much admiration, are almost lost in a mass of 
verses that ure far below mediocrity. 

Khooshhau 1 appears to me a far superior poet to Rehmaun, and 
his productions are highly characteristic of himself and his nation. 
They are more than ordinarily rude, and are often intolerably flat and 
prosai(~; but they are often inspired with the unconquerable spirit of 
their author; and glow with the noblest sentiments of liberty and in
dependence. Khooshhaul was Khaun of the Khuttuks, a tribe, situ
ated to the east of Peshawer. His life was spent in struggles against 
the grent Mogul. Aurungzebe, and many of his poems, are intended 
to anima.te his countfymen to the defence of their independence, and 

an car, c(;ulcl he derived ii'om the llersian Gosh, from which however it is clearly deducible 
by the f()}"egoing rules. The ,Pushtoo is distinguished from Persian and H.indostanee hy 
its fondness tc)r tht' letter S, preceded or fi)lIow(od' by a con~nnnt at the 'beginning ora 
word; a combination unknown t<' the other two languages. Of thii nature, is sturgee,an 
eye, and SjJt!e1t, white, nl\ wpll 1\8 pshee, a foot, and skpee, night; . 
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to persuade them to concord and combination, as the only means of 
success. His works contain.& full account of himl8lf~ and his pro
c~dings. One poem begins thus: 

" Come, and listen to my story, 
In which both good and evil are displayed. 

It contains both precept IUld example, 
Agreeable io the understanding of the wit,e. 

I am Khooshhaul, the son of ShahhRllzkhan ; 
Dt~scended from a race of warriorH. 
Shaubauz was the son of Yehcia Khaun, 
Like whom there never WIl8 another youth. 
Yeheia Khnun, of Acorn, 
Who was a Sultan at the sword. 
He was both gallant at the use of the sword, 
And a master of archery with his how. 

Any enemy that appean'<i against him 
Soon found his place in the tomb. 
He had both the sword aud the board j 

Both co'tJ'rllge and courtesy . .. .. 
His companions 
W Cfl' men of spirit, who sported with their livC5; 

And in all tral\sudion& they were sincere. 

They went t.o their grav('S d.V'".d withhlood. 
Such heroes were t.hey all. 
The itmily became numerous; 
And mOllt of them tUl'1lCU out worthy me1\. 

United in every undertaking. , 
-Honournnd reputation w('redear to them all. 
It was in t.he year of the I1<'jra 1022, 

"tha.t I came into this world." 

He then goes "on to tell, how on his father's death, he became the 
great Khaun of his tribe; how he ruled over 30,000 Khuttuks, and 
livedin greater ,splendour than any of his ancestors. He enumerates 
his, horsea, hii hawks, and his hounds ;e.nd boasts of the thousands 
tha~ had partaken of his hospitality. lIe then alludes to his misfor
tunes; and bunts ,into invectives ~ainst the Moguls, and into bitter 



1M AFOHAUN -,POETRY. 

repl"08Ches I against 80me of his soos, _ who- -had been sedu.ced by ,the 
prospect of advancement to join the enemies of their ,country. 

~, I am the enemy of Aurungzebe, the King; 
Though my head be on ,the mountains, and in the wilderll('s" 
I nm f<lr the honour of the Afgllllun lIltllle ; 

And they have taken part with the Moguls. 
They always prowJ about, Hke hungry dogs, 
After the soup aud the bread uf the Moguls, 
III hopes of un increase of their rauk. 
They are always ill punnlit of me. 
My hnnd could reach them, e\'t'H now': 
But, 1 will not destroy my own SOli\''' 

He long continued his exertioJls, with the courage and patriotism 
of a \,y allace j sometimes succeeding in destroying royal armies, and 
sometimes wandering almost alone through the mountains. He at 
one time fell into the hands of Aurungzebe, was carried to India, 
and was confined for three years in a dungeo)l in the hill-fort of 
Givalior, the great state prison of those days. "* 

During this imprisonment, he compo8ed an elegy ; in wliich, after 
lamenting his own misfortunes and those of his country, he concludes 
with this spirited dedaration\ 

H But, in all these misf(utunes, I still thunkGod for two things. 
Om' that I am an Afghaun; and the other, that I am khooshhaul Khuttuck." 

He was at length released, I know not by what means, and once 
more retu rued to his native country, where he published a vast nUU1-

ber of poems, and a history of the Afghauns, from the Babylonish 
captivity to his own time. 

The following poem was composed at a time when Khooshhaul 
and his few confederates had gained many brilliant victories, but had 
been intoxicated by their success: had engaged in separate atb&cks 
on the enemies forces; and" in conseql1ence of this want Qf co-ope:o 
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ration, had all been defeated. At this time,' Khoo8hhatil set out fi.w 
the country of the Eusofzyes, and left nothing unattempted to stir up 
that powerful tribe to join in the war. Th~re appears.to have been 
an inclination for peace even among his own friends, which this poem 
seems designed to counteract, by reminding them of t.heir victories, 
by pointing out Aurungzebe's vindictive disposition, ~nd his hahitual 
perfidy, and by convincing them that their only resource was in war, 
and their only safety in union. It is but justice to Khooshhaul, to 
mention that it is one of the only three poems~ which were read to 
,me with little or no selection, from his very voluminous works. 

Poem of Klwosltltaul. 

" Whence has thi~ spring appeared again, 
Which has mnde the country all around one rOtic gardt·n. 

The anemone is there, the sweat ht.'t'bs, tlw irts, and the ballil, 
Thc jasmine, t.he daffixlil, the narcissus, and pomegranate flower. 

The flow erR of the spring a~c of all colours; 
But the cheek of the red tulip glows most among them aU. 
The maidens have handfulll of roses in their bosoms. 
The youths have bundws of flowers in their turbans. 
The musicitlll applies his bow to his chcghauneh, 
And !'carchc!I' out the melodies of every string. 
Come, 0 cup bearer, bring full, fuJI (:ups : 
Let· me be satiated with wine and revelry. ' 

• The description of the spring reminds one of the old English ronltuu:.est which some
times open with a prelude of the same kind, uncOllllected witl, the subject. of the poem. 
Thus in the romance of Merlin. 

" Mirie, it is in tinlt' of .June, 
When fenil.hangeth abroad in town. 
Violet, and rose flower, 
Woneth then in maiden'ts bower. 
1Jle 8onn'e is hot, the day is long, 
FouliB makethmiric song. 
l\ing A rthour bar Coroun, 
In Cardoile. that noble town." &c. 

Ellis' s Specimet~. Vol. I. 
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The Afghaun youth have rpddened their h~ 
As a falcon dyes its talQns iP the blood. ~f its quarry. 
They have '·l~ade their white swords rORY with blood, 
As a bed of tulips blooming in sumiller. 
AmailKhaun·andDerry n Khaun were the heroes. 
Each emulqus of the other. 
They t;tained the valley of Kheibc)' with blood; 
And poured t.he tumult (of war) on to Currupa. 
Up to Currupa, and to Bajour, the mountains, and the plains 
Trembled, as with an earthquake, again and again. 
It is now five years, that in those quarters, . 
Every day has been heard tlw clashing of brigbt swords. 
Sim:e lleft that country, 1 am annihilated. 
Am J dead, or arc those around me dead? 
I callaloud for troops till I am weary: 
But those around me are deaf both to complaints and reproaches, 
Had I known the state of the Eusofzyes, 
I should have preferred flying to Dumghaur. 
The dogs of the Khuttukfl would be better t.han the Eusofzyes, 
Even if the Khuttuks themselves, were no better than dogs. 
The whole of the Afghauns, from Candahar'to Attock, 
Rely openly or secretly on each other's honour. 
Yet, see how many battles have taken place in all quarters, 

And yet the Eu~fzyes have shewn no sense of s~uune. 
The first battle was behind the hills, 
Where forty thousand Mogul!> were cut to pieces. 
Their wives, and their daughters, were the prisoners of the Afgllaum; 
And strings on strings of hones, camels, and elephants were taken. 
The second was fought by Meer Hossein, in the Dooaub, 
When 'his head was crushed like that of a tlDake. 

After that, was the fight of tht, .Fort of Nonshehra:, 
Which removed the intoxication from the hend of the Moguls. 
After it, came Jeswllnt Sing, and Shoojaut Khann, 
Whom Amai~ deknted at Gundaub. 
The sixth battle was with Mookurrum Khaun, and. Shumsheer Khaun, 

. Whom Amail cut up to his heart's content. 
We have always hithert<? peen. victorious ht battle; 

And therefore, henceforward, lei ~.'I trust in the Lllrd. 
\ ,,' 

---~.-.-------

• I suspect some mistake in this vetil'. 
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AUI'UIlgzebe, mr· the lat yearf has been, encamped asaIDst ' us : 
Disordered in his appearance, and perpl(~x.ed in his mind. 
All his nobles have fallen in battle; 
And, the soldiers who have perished, who can number? 
The treasures of Hindostaun hll'fe been sr,attered ahroad. 
The red gold Mohun have been Inankin the mountain!. 

No man would have found out, in eightoen gueues, 
That such tr811sa.etions would-have tnken place in this country. 
Yet, the King's malignity is nol diminishetr ; 
Which formerly drew down the cur!\e of his own father. 

No dependance can be placed on the King, 
For he ha .. ! ill designs, and is fal!!c and tn'achel'Ou!!. 
No other issue can he discovered in t.his afiitir; 

Either the Moguls must be annihilated, or the Afglmuns undone. 

If this be the course of the spheres which we loiec ; 
If it be God's pleasure (that we perish), let this bl~ tIlt' til!l<'~. 

The heavens do not alwll)'s revolve in the tlnme Inmmcr. 

They are sometimes suited to the rose, lind sometimes 10 the thorn. 
This time (of danger) is the time for honour. 

Without honour, what would become of the Atghaul1s ? 
If they harbour any other thought, it is destruction. 
There is no deliveTLlllC(', uut in the sword. 

The Afgl1aun!; arc b<.~tter thall the Moguls at the sword. 

If the understanding of the Afghaul1s WEt'" awakened; 
If the Ooloo!lses would give their support to one another, 

Kings would soon be prostrate before them. 

But, di!,scnsion and concord, rashness and prudence, 
Are all in the haml of God, who assigns to each man his share. 
You will sec what the Afre{~dl.'Cs, Mohmends, nnd Shainwarrccs, 'WiII do, 

When the Mogul army has encamped in Ningral1llur. 

I alone feel for the honour of our name; 
While the EU80f~yes are cultivating their lkldtl at their ease. 
He that 110W iii guilty of lIuch want of t;pirit 
wili see in the cnq. the result of his conduct. 
To my mind, 'death ill better than' life; 
When lifecari no)onger beheld witli' honour. 
We are not to live fOT ever in this world: 

But the memory of KbooIiJlhaul Khuttuck will remain." 

• Shauh Jehaun, whom Aurungtebe de~ ~d impriioned~ 
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.. Among. the Pushtoo poets we luustnotomitthe,no.me of' Ahmed 
Shauh, who composed a book of odes in that 1nnguage, on whieh 
there is a laborious and voluminous commentary by' the Khauni 
00100111. 

Ilesides their original poetry, the Afghauns have translations of 
man y of the best Persian poets. 

Their prose authors are chiefly writers on theology 'and law; but 
they have also several histories of particular periods in their own 
transactions. The books written in })ushtoo, are not to he relied on 
as ghril1g any standard of the learning of the nation; for Persian still 
continues to be the language of composition, and in it almost all 
books of science are written. 'It is not easy to fix the number of' .' ' 

their writers in this language: if we count an those who luwc writ-
ten in Afghaunistaun, we shan include some of the greatest Persian 
authors; but if we confine ourselves to those who belonged to the 
Afghaun tribes, the list will be brought within ver'y narrow bOWlds. 
This much is certain, that all the Persian authors are familiar]'y read 
in Afghaunistaun, but the learning and accompJishments of the peo
ple are inferior to those of the Persians. The sciences are the same 
as those to which the Persians apply them$e]ves. The way of stud,Y
ing them is as methodical as in other Asiatic countries. A learned 
man of those countries, meeting a,nother with wit'om he is not ac
quainte<l, will ask him what sciences he has studied (a question which 
would puzzle most well ini()rmed Englishmen), and then ask, what 
books he has read: to which the other will answer, "up to so and 
" so," wllich will be at · once understood, as they read all books in a 
fixed order like !'ichool-boys. This practice prevents their having 
much of the misct~llaneous knowledge of European gentlemen, 
though, on the other hand, they generally know what they have 
!earned, well. It seems likely to damp curiosity, and to check all 
excursions of the mind; and, accordingly, there is generslly a wapt 
of ardour in pursuit of knowledge a'Qllong the· Asiatics, which is par
taken by the Afghauns, ex.cepting; however, in the sciences of dia-
lectics and metaphy'sk-s, iJ;l which Uley take much interest. and have 
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made no contemptible progress. The degree of encouragement which 
le~uning has rec.eived from the Afghaun Kings, deSCl'Vl-'S to be re
marked. Ahmed Shauh was very fond of letters, and used to have 
once a week a Mujlissee Oolima (or assembly of the learned), the 
early part of which was devoted to subjects of' divinity and law, but 
which always concluded with conversations on poetry and science, 
and were often prolonged till near morning. Timour Shank retained 
these meetings, and used to have his own compositions read at tht'lll ; 

nor hus the pra.dice becll laid aside to this day. Timour Shauh pub
lished a book of odes in Persian, which is highly lipoken (11: hut i~ 

said to 11ave been corrected and improv(;'d by Feroghee, il. celebrated 
poet of Timour's court. Ahmed Shauh alHo wrote several poemR in 
Persian, and I am in possesRion of a poetical epistle in that language, 
from Shauh Zemaun to his brother Shuja, which (though t he per:~on 
who gave it to me, pretended that he had greatly emhelli~hed it at 
Zemaun's desire), is still a very poor performance. I Shauh Zemaun, 
indeed, is said to be the most illiterate of his finnily. I-le was at one 
time persuaded by his Moollahs to issue a proclamation, t()rbidding 
the study of logic, as dangerous to the A-lahommedan faith; hut his 
edict had no effect, except occasioning great merriment mnong those 
to whom it was addressed. I have not he.ard of any works of Shauh 
Mahmood; but Shauh Shuja is an Arabic scholar~ makes tolernhle 
VPrIilPQ. ~nd is reckoned learned and accomplished for a King. 
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CHAP. V. 

RELIGION, SECTS, MOOLLAHS, SUPERSTITIONS, &C. 

T HE Mahommedal1 religion is so well known, and all details re
garding it are to be found in so many bouks, that it is quit-e 

unnecessary to lnention any of its forms or tenets, except such as are 
particularly observed by the nation which laIn descrihing. The Afghauns 
are all of the sect called Soon nee, which acknowledges the thrt.,'e first 
caliphs as the lawful successors of lVlahomet, and admits their inter~ 
pretation of the law, and their traditiol1s of the Prophet's precept$. 
They are opposed to the Sheeahs, who reject the three first caliphs, 
as rebels and usurpers of an office which belonged of right to Ali, the 
nephew of Mahomet, and the fourth of his successors. This last sect 
is ,confined to the Persians and their descendants; all the other Ma
hometans being Soonnees. The difference between them, though I 
do not believe it is sufficient to affect any serious part of their oon
duct, is enough to create a bitter enmity between the two sects. The 
unlearned part of the Afghaun nation certainly consider aSheeahasmore 
an infidel than a Hindoo, and have a greater aversion to the Persians 
fO'C their religion, than for all the injuries the country has suffered at 
their hands.· The feelings of the Afghauns towards people of a reli. 
gion entirely different from their own, is however free from all asperity, 
as long as they are not at war. They hold, like ~ other Mussulmaos, 
that no infidel will be saved, that it .is lawful, and even meritorious to 
.make. war on unbelievers; and to convert them to the Mussulman 
faith, or impose tribute on them; and, I imagine. to put them to 
death, if they refuse both of those conditioDa. It is true, ~a.t Shauh 
Zemaun, il~ his two conquests of the Punjaub, allowed the Sib entire 
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ltoiemtion, and forbade them to be molested, unless they appeared as 
'enemies; yet that prince himself was induced by a bigotted l\tloollah 
to endeavour to convert two Siks, and to put them to death for their 
,obstinate rejection of his arguments* ; and the Hindoo historian of the 
battle of Pauneeput describes a most inhuman tnassacreoftheunresisting 
fugitives, and even of the prisoners, which he attributes entirely to the rt'
ligious fury of the Mussulnlans. Whatever may be their conduet in war, 
their treatment of men whom they reckon infidels, in their own country, 
is laudable in Mahomedans. Their hatred to idolators is well known; 
yet thf~ Hindoos are allowed the free exercise of their religion, and 
their temples are entirely unmolested; thOligh they are forbidden all 
religious processions, and all publi<.~ exposing of their idols. The 
Hindoos are held to be impure, and no strict man would consent to 
eat meat of their dressing; but they are not treated with any parti
cular contempt or hardship: they are employed in situations of trust 
and emolument, and those who reside in Afghaunistaun, appear as 
much at their ease as most of the other inhabitants t. The best 
proof of the toleration practised by the Afghauns, is the good report 
.of the Siks who have travelled among them. The Siks are accus-

'Ill The Afghaun who told the story, expressed a proper sense of the cruelty of this pro
ceeding, and- mentioned the firmness of the Siks with applausc. 

. . 
t I do not know whether the greater part of the Afghauns would scruple tv P.8.t food 

prepared by a Hindoo. From the conduct of the grcat D()OraUneE~ Lord, Ahmed Khatu~ 
Noorzye in the following instance, one would think they would not; but I must conft~Si 
that the Persian who toW me the story, seemed to think it put Ahmed Khaun's coarseness. 
in a strong light; it is also to be remembered, that Ahmed Khaun affects to ket·p up the 
genuine manners of the AfghaulIs, and to despise all modem refinements. He was one 
duy ridillg out near Peshawer, with Kefauyet Khaun, a Persian nobleman; they iiligbted 
ata village not far from the city, and while they were seated there, a Hindoo brought them 
a large plate of curds, which it may be supposed was not dished out with the neatness tbat 
wQUld be'seen in a nobleman's palace. Ahnl<..'<l Khaun, however, began on it with a good 
appetite, and when the Penian pointed. out that the curds were dirty, and were besidOl 
impure, as being made by a Hindoo, he ~n1y .answered, "Hindoo che sug ust kela Nid~i,~ 
"ba~8hed.?" "What sort of dog is a HiJl~oo, that be should pretend to be impure? 
ad 'went> on with his mess till he had emptied the platter. 
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tomed in their own country to treat the MU8snim8n8 a8 inferiors, and 
would therefore be particularly sensible of SIlY insult 'Or contempt 
from people of that persuaffion; yet they always speak weU ,at' the 
usage they receive, and one Sik Goldsmith in particular (who was a 
very intelligent man, and had travelled over great part of .Atghauni
stann, Persia, Khorassan, and Tartary), ftlways spoke of the kindness 
and hospitality he received in the former country, wh.ich he con~ 
trasted with the contempt with which he was treated by the Persians, 
who would not ano~ him to draw water, for fear of polluting the 
well, or to walk in the streets during rain, lest be should splash some 
Mahomedan, and thus render him impilre. The lJ zbeks used him 'well. 
It must however be admitted, that the IIindoos are obliged to pay a light 
tax, from whieh Mussulmans are exempt, that they are considered as an 
inferior race, that th ey are particularly exposed to the tyranny of the MooI
Jahs. That tyrannymust,however, be exerc'ised under colour oflaw, ltnd 
the following case, which took place in the Berdooraunee country (wh8lle 
the people arc a thousand times more bigotted and intolerant than·.il'l 
any other part of Afghaunistaun ), will shew the means made use ofM 
those occasions. A Moollah, having been crossed in some love ad. 
venture by a lIindoo, gave information to the Cauzee that his enemy 
ha,d embraced Islaum, and had relapsed into idolatry. The Cauzee, 
aft~r examining witnesses (who swore to the I-findoo's converskm, 
and to his having repeated the Mahomedan creed), ordered the pri
soner to be circumcised against his will. The sentence required to 
be executed by the civil magistrate, and the Dooraunee governor of 
Peshawer could not be prevailed on to carry it i"nto effect. On thiS 
the Mooliah assem hIed some others of his order, and by degrees was 
joined by some thousand Moollahs (who swarm about Peshawer); he 
marched to the principal mosque, stopped the usual call to prayers, 
and suspended all the ceremonies of religion, as if the country were 

• under an interdict, till at last the governor was compelled to'give 
way, and (after fruitless attempts to make the witnesses contradict 
themselves), he ordered the Hindoo to be circumcised. The oper .. 
tion was performed with much harshness, and the new 'convert int .. 
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mediately Sed to Lahore, where he returned 'to his fOMler faith. It 
ilt probable that, among the Burdooraunees, any Mussulman would 
assume a superiority ov.er a Hindoo of equal rank; at least I remem
ber a Burdooraunee camel-driver in my service, who had some dis
putewith a Hia<ioo,and ran to my tent, exclaimjng~ with ever,Y 
appearance of surprise and indignation, "Justice! .Justice! Here is 
" a Hindoo reviling a Mussulman in the very midst of the camp !" 

In the West, however, a Mussuhnan has no such advantage; and 
Mr. Durie relates, that he has seen many disputes betwl~en Hil1dOOi 
and MU8snlmans .in Candahar, in which the Hindoos were quite as 
violent as their opponents, without giving the least offence to any of 
the other Mahometans. 

I must own that I am somewhat at a loss respeeting the treatment 
of Christians. There ,-is no doubt they enjoy 8 free toleration 
throughout the kingdom, but Mr. Foster (whose authority is not to be 
disputed), represents the usage he received while in'the character ora 
Christian, to have been contemptuous and degrading. l\ly own eK
perience would lead me to a very different conclusion; but, fi'om tile 
lituation in' which I wa~ placed, it was not likely that I should meet 
with any slight. I have, however, had many opportunities of hearing 
of the treatment of Christians from a native of Constantinople, who 
professed the Catholic religion; and, as he had resided from ten to 
twenty years in the country, he could scarcely be supposed to be in 
informed. He sometimes complai~ed of the Alghauns 'in othp.l' 
respects; but always said, that they had not the smallest aversion to 
a -Ohristian. He took care never to attack-the Mahomedan doctrines, 
unless he was well assured of the free sentiments of his company; but; 
in all respects unconnected with religion, J tis conduct, and the treat-

' lnent he received were those of a foreign Mussulman. I have had 
opportunities of witnessing the fidelity of his Mahomedan sorvants, 
to whom he sometimes entrusted secrets which would have cost him 
his life. - He was always treated with respect by men of all ranks; 
and,among others, by the King's Imaun, the h~ad of the Mussulman 
religion in Caubul. "What proves the general toleration is, that he 

D D 2 
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was very obnexious to the Prime Minister for his attachment to. 
Mokhtaur Oodoula (on whose ruin the other had risen), and was iOl' 
some time in a state of confinement within the Balla Hissauroll that 
account; yet his religion never was thought or as a pretence for in-
juring him. There is a-Catholic priest of Greek dQscent at Caubul, 
who seems to be well treated, as ,he is mentioned' with respect in a 
letter from the Vizier to me; and I have seen an Armenian soldier, 
who, though very debauched and otlen intoxicated, seemed to be ex
actly on a footing with the Persians, with whom he served. But the 
best evidence on this head is that of Mr. Durie, who travelled 
through the Afghaun country as far west as. Candahar, in the disguise 
of a Mahommedan; and, though his· real religion was o~en suspected, 
and several times discovered, he never observed any change in the 
behaviour of the .people. I refer to his journal for particulars *; but 
I cannot refrain from inserting two passages, the first of which I took 
dOWB from his own mouth, and the second was contained in the 
papers he wrote before I had conversed with him. Both relate -to 
the su~ject of toleration: but the first also gives a striking picture of 
the impression, made by the mixture of hospitality and rapacity, so 
remarkable in the Afghauns. 

"One day some people at Candahar, asked whether I was a Sunnee 
" or a Sheah? and, I said, I was of the religion of Shumsee Tubree
" see, who was a kind of a free thinker. But, one said, we know you 
" are neither a Sunnee nor a Sheeah, but a f"eringee, (a Frank); and 
" many people know that as well as us, but do not like to mention it. 
" because it might be of annoyance to me. They are a kind people. 
" If they thought I was rich, they would not treat me ill, they would 
" only take my riches; and, if I would not give them, they would 
" make me." The following is extracted verbatim from Mr. Durie's 
written paper: "They imagine their religion to be th.e bett,and 
" most true, consequently they consider all others to be misled or 

", ". 

See Appendix, B. 
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'~'erroneoul, hoping on account of the superior truth thereo~ to van
". quish all in the end. Being Sunnee Mahomedans (in conformity 
" with the Turks; and Tartars, and Arabs, and holding the Persians 
"88 misled), they refrain from such degrees of animosity as might 
",urge them to their own destruction or extirpation. That they hold 
" their religion to be the best is undoubtedly not their fault, they being 
" strictly initiated to imagine so. However, the spirit of toleration, 
" owing to philanthropy, does not a little actuate them, (though at 
" first they might wish to Mahomedanize all men), for many of them 
" are certainly' free, liberal, and tolerating.' 

Mr. "Durie was a native of Bengal, tl;e l;on of Ull Englishmun, hy lin Illtlillll llIothl'r. 
He had been' employed as 11 compounder of medicines, in <liffcn'lltdisI)(,lI~nri('s; hilt, !'lome 
yean ago, he was seized with a great desire of travelling, ami (after wllndering somctinul in 
India), he crossed the Indus, without a farthing ill his possession; lUUj travelled through 
the Afghaun country ill the eharactcr of n Mahorll('dan, with the intention of proccelling 
to Bagdad. He went hy Callbul to Cnndahnr, resided some months in each of those 
ci.ties, and at length returned by the same ruute to India. He came to Poona in J8 I 2, 
and presented himself at my door ill rags, and with little about him that promised much in
[ormation. I had, hy this t.ime, finished Illy collections, and mudc up my mind OIl most 
!lubjects relating to theA fghlluns. But. J had not 8('('n the west of the country; nnd, 
though I had received dt'tailoo aceOulltK of the whole of Atghaunistaull from natives of 
thl\t kingdom, yet their notions were likely to differ from minc. It WIlS probable, that they 
might consider dUlt as refirwd, which I should II/we thought rude; alld I was ill want of 
Romesca:le to which I might refer their pictures. A mall, who had seen AfghRunistllun, 
with the notio11s of an Englishman, was therefore a great acquisitiou, !Iud Olle which I 
scarcely hoped to have obtained. 

With all Mr. Foster's merit, his account did lIot answer my purpOi"I'. He tru .... el1 ... 't 
with caravans during the night; saw little of the country he passed through; and had no 
communication with the inhabitants, except in towJt~; and, evell thertt, hj~ inu.·f(.·ourlSC wall 
restrained hy the alarm IiO natural to (l man who has entcn.J on all untried ud"cntun'. The 
Rame uneasiness may, perhaps, have given II colour to the objt'cts which he SIlW; nnd his 
views must no doubt have been affected by the hardships of the mode of travcIJing tIe un· 
dertook, . to which, from hilS rank in life, he (~ould have hecu bllt little ac(.'ustollwd. . . 

Mr. Durie, on the other hand, had been used to poverty; and, ItS lit, lraveUt.'<lleislIrely 
am) '.oltnt;st alone; and lodged everywhere with the people of the country, he could IIcarce f_ of knColwlpg their real character and situation. As 800n all I had discovered his lltory, 
and before I'had any c011versation with him on his travels, I requested him to ~Ollllllit hi. 
adventures and opinions on the Afghaun country to writing. It gave me real satilifactiolJ 
toftnd tltebl entireJy coincide with my own; and, I cannot but con8ider thc agrecment 
between the vicWl of two persons, who saw a country .in such dilferent circWDl.ltanCt'S, and 
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The Sheeah8 are more discoontenan('.ed thaD allY ether religious 
sect; yet, aU the numerous Persians in the country are Sheeahs, and 
many of them hold high offices in the state and household. Their re
ligion allows, and even enjoins them ,to dissemble, when in heretic 
or infidel countries; and, consequently, they are put to '00 incon\le
nience by the restrictions imposed on them. Those restrictions pre
vent their praying in the attitude -peculiar to their sect. Theircursing 
the three first caliphs, and their exhibiting public processions, and 
other representations, during the lVIohurrem ; .. but do not oblige them 
to renounce their filith, or to submit to any inconvenience or degrada
tion. The Sheeahs, however, (perhaps because they are the· depressed 
party), arc f;lrmore bigotted than the Sunnees, and never scruple to 
attack the opposite sect when they think they have f~vourable or 
neutral hearers. From a story of Rome Christianamb8lSsador, under 
the fifth Calif, who declared for the sons of Ali, and suffered martyr
dom for his zeal, they have a notion that all Christians are convinced, 
by the force of natural reason, of the justice of Ali'B claims. I have 
often been asked, with great earnestness, to give my real sentiments 
on the case; and, it was only by saying that I was not a Moollah, and 
could not pretend to give an opinion on 1!uch subjects, that I evaded 
so embarrassing a question. I had a good opportunity of seeing the 
spirit of toleration, or at least of forbearance, of die Afghaun govern-

with Buell different vicwli, as n strong confirmation of the accuracy of both. 1 afterW8l'ds 
made him wJ'itf~ out his journey ill detail, and took down information o~ other ~pi~, 
lVhidl.lw gave on b<!ing <lllcbtiOllt,d. His education must have been that of the lower 
order of huH' CllstR in India; and he I'poke English ill. But he had read st!v'eral of our best 
dfll>lsicti; ann, though his language was incorrect, it WlUt sufficienttQ ex,WefIi. hi~ tllOugbtil 
fully and clearly, and even on !;OD1C OCCa:;iOllS with a good deal of vigouranc.l eloquence. 
Though he never shewed the least incoheroncy in · his .discourse, and though he was POIlSeI!!SOO 
of nnhlral taknts very surprising in his foIituo.tion, he was nevertheless subjecttb partial de
rcmgemellt of his undent8.nding, the ~trongC8t symptom of which Wall hi' iJD~. ofl9lY 
long contiuulU1CC ill one. place. I offered him I sol . .. year to stay with me all. a clerk; hut, 
though he was uetuully in a stat(~ of beggary, he refused the offer; and ~ .oft' to Bombay 
to embark in the firRt Aruh sllip, which should aft'ord-bim an opportunity of aoco.pliMhmg 
his long projc<..'1ed journey to Btlgdtul. 
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ment, in consequence ()f a mistake of some of Illy retinue. It is cus
tomary in India, where the Sunnees are not strict to carry about 
highly ornamented biers (in commemoration of the death of the sons 
of Ali), during the first, ten days of the Mohurrem; and, these pro
ces~iOR8 are very obnoxious in Afghaunistaun, both as belonging to 
the Sheeah worship, and as being idolatrous. I had, ill consequence, 
forbidden the Mussulmaus with the embassy to carry out their biers. 
They misunderstood the order, and went out in procession with flags, 
and it,ll other symbols used on the occasion, except tlle biers. Thi~ fla
grant affront to the religion of the country, excited much surprise, but 
no opposition, ti1l the next weekly assembly of the UliHla took place 
at Court; when, one of the Moollahs, harangued for a long time ou 
the occasion, and endeavour-ed to persuade the King that the Sunnee 
religion was in danger. The King, however, replied, thL\t we were 
honoured guests, and that our practice should nevel' be interfered with. 
The behaviour of the Siks on the occurrence of a similar circulI!stance, 
in the camp of the envoy to Lahore, during the very same monta, 
fanned a striking contrast to the moderation of the Afghauns. With
out 4 word' of explanation to the Envoy, a numerous band of fanatics 
attacked his camp; and, though they wer.e soon repulsed by the 
escort, and afterwards repressed by the chief of the Siks, they 
wounded an officer and some men, and lo&t several of their own body 
in thecoU'l'se of their outrageous attempt. 

Another sect in Caubul is that of the Sootees, who ought, perhaps, 
to be considered as' a class of philosophe1s, rather than of religionists. 
As far as I can understand -their mysterious doctrine, their leading 
tenet' sc:ems to be, that ' the whole of the animated and inanimate 
-creation ,is an illusion; and, that nothi ngexists except the Supreme 
Being, which presents itself under an infinity of shapes to the soul of 
man, itself a portion of the divine essence. The contemplation of 
fhis -doctrine raises the Sootees to the· utmost -pitch of enthusiasm. 
They admire Godin every thing; and, by frequent meditation on,his 
attributes, and by tracing ' him through -all his forms, they imagine 
that they attain to an ineffable love for the Deity, and even to an 
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entire union with his substance. Asa necessary consequence of this 
theory, they consider the peculiar tenets of every .religion as s.uper .. 
fluities, and discard all rites and. religious worship, regarding it as a 
matter of little importance in what manner the thoughts are turned. 
to God, provided they rest at last in contemplation on his gopdness 
and greatness. This sect is persecuted in Persia, and though not 
discountenanced by the government in Caubul, is held in great aver
sion by the Moollahs, who accuse its followers of Atheism, and often 
endeavour to entrap them into some doctrines which are liable to 
punishment by the Mahomedan law; but these attempts are seldorD 
successful; one obstacle to their accomplishment, is that many of 
the Soofees are sincere Mahommedans, notwithstanding the inconsis ... 
tency of the two doctrines. I have heard a man expatiate with rap
ture on the beauty of the Soofee system, and 011 the enlarged, and 
liberal views of human actions to which it leads; who has soon after, 
in the ~ame company, stickled for every tenet of Islaum, I1nd rejected 
with horror the idea of doubting the eternity of hell fire: when the 
difficulty of reconciling this doctrine with the belief that IJothing 
existed, but God was pointed out; he said that the system of the 
Soofees was certainly true, but that the eternity of hell was proved by 
the word of -God himse]£ 

The sect, however, is gaining ground, particularly among the higher 
orders, and such of the Moollahs a.~ apply thems~lves to general 
literature and its obscure sublimity, is admirably suited to the taste 
of that class. The love of mystery, indeed, w4i.ch is so remarkable 
among them, induces them to form the highest notions of every thing 
that is concealed, and has even occasioned a lively curio~ity about 
free masonry. I have often Qeen questioned regarding it, and have 
heard the opinions which have been formed of its nature. All that 
is known of it was communicated by a certain Dervise, who travelled 
into European countries, and who gave this account of his initiation 
in the mystery. He was directed to enter a particular building, and 
after passing through winding passages, and crossing several . courts, 
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Mr"reltched '''arr apartment where '~eight perSons were seated. They 
seietDed aM in&ttspOl'tedand disordered by their own reflections. and 
tbeircotIntenancetJ,bore the marks of inspiration. The Dervisethere 
learned unutterable things, and acquired more knowledge on the Jft08t 

ltibUinetilubjectsfrom a moment's intercourse with those 8age~, than 
cOuld nave' lw!en ~ined by years of laborious study. 

"' Another secti whieh· iS1Jometimescontotlnded with the Soofees,is 
one which bears the name of MooUah Zukki!e,who' was its great 
patron in Caubut . Its followers 'hold, that all the prophets wereim
polto1'8,and ill revelation an inventJion. They 8een.'l very douBtful of 
the truth of a future . state, and even of the being of a' (~od. Their 
tenets appear to be very ancient, and Me preciSlely those of the old 
F.ersian poet Khei06m,whose works exhibit such specimens of im
"tety, ' Mprobably . never were equalled. in anymher language. 
Kheioom dwells 'particttlarly on the existence of evil, and taxes -the 
'Saprem~ Being with the introduction of it, in terms which can 
scarcely be beli,ved. The Soofees naveunacc6untablypressed this 
... rite1winto their service, they explain away lOme of his ·b18.lphelllies 
by··fOrced interpretations;and.others the-y repre5ent '88 inMceBt free
«otttsand reproacltes, $tlchasa lover may pour out again&t hi8 ,be
leved. The followers of MooUah Zukkee are said to ta~ the tUB 
ad¥antage , ~ their ... eleue fN)mthe·t~r of hell~ and the , awe of a 
:Supreme Being,·andto be the m<MJt di880lute and unprincipled profii
·gtftes "ib' ·the · kingdom. "Theil' opinions, neverthel~88, aJecheriehed 
'in" "~~ alfd ; are _id 'fi(",be very prevalent, 'among the Jicentioufo; 
-*Ies;,.,f'the Murt of ShauhMahmood., ' . , n:. ' \' 

'.:\' ~I~meea sect made . ' great 'noiSt~8:morlg the AfghauDsrn 
daetd!deenth:,eentary-; : but it. is now almofit extin.ct.., It was tOtmded 
1ti~ reigft . -6f. tHe Emperor AclJar, by Buyazeed Ansauree,' ,weu 
.. CJdIM.'by.his ~enemie8 the Peeree Taur.eek (or Apo.le of DaJlk
""')t,·\,>irt 4~, ofj :the title ,of FeereeRoushen (or .. ~1e 01 

'!~~\ i: ""'" lIe "W bim&elraawnl!'d· , He .heldtlte.·llIIle tenefl." 

. ,".,the Soofees, but ....addeIl:1a)belief n. th!e:, .uanoIlWrlLii()Q; of 
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801il8~ itHs probable he, derived: ,his creed fMnl,:the-Y.ettr a 'tteCi Gf 
Hindoo philosophers, who.addlJome-oftbe', dogmuot'-tae "'li~ioJt.io 
which they were educated, to those of the Soofee'1Ichool., ,: (do thi~ 

however, he ingraftJedsome doctrines· of-his -own, the most'renr8lf.k.4 
able of 1whichwere, that the most . cOMplete mamfestations ,of; 'the 
Divinity were made in the, persons of holy men, ,and particularly -ill, 
his owtl') -and that 'alhmen who did not join his&eet, welle to be ·' ·oon· 
sidered · as dead,and that their goods, in consequence, £ell to theW 
of 'his partizans, as the only survivors: these self-created · heirsi were 
entitled to seize Ofl their inheritance when they pleased.~ without any 
regard to the dead proprietors, . who might 'affecl to be alive '. in 
spite of the Peere's decision. 

"' Bauyazeed was II man ·of great genius, and his religion spread ~ 
pidl,-among the Berdoor~unees, till he was able to · assemble armies; 
and to enter on a regular contest with the g.overnment: he 'waS 
however at length defeated by the'royal troops, and died of fatigue 
and vexation. His sons attempted to support his se~t, in which they 
were long succesaful, but most of them were cut off'; .dl·twe.blaclt 
mcks in the Indus are pointed out as the tTHnsiormeci ,lMdiel ofJelal
Ioodeen and Kmualoodeen, the8011s· of the Peere Taul'eek, wllowePe 
thrown ihto the 'river by command of Aukhoond Derwezeh. Those 
rocks-·are still caHedJellaHeea and Kemanleea, .and beinglituu.ted 
OeM the whirlpools mnde by the junction of the river Caubul~ they 
mmish a figure to the orthodox, who say that it is natural 'thM boats 
~hould be -dashed to pieces against the bodieft .of those -hereties;,:who 
had already cam~ed the shipwreck of 'so-iJ1llaay tJOuls. · , The'- great 
opponent of the Peeree Taureek · was A-ukhoond .. De.-weR.h.: & Saujik 
of Boonere, whoi8 now the greatest of all the·.samts ,of A.f~~ 
stamn. He has compoged many 'vo}uminolHworks, whieh .'e~ .. 
extensive reputation among his countrymen. : but judging €rom w." 
I have seen of them, the Peere Taureek would long haveremaiued 
unconfuted, if the argument8 of Aukhoond Denvezeh had not been 
tmpportedby the arms of the Mogul emperors. 
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TIl ... 1ft at this day,8ODle afihereRts of thill aeet .moot Peshawer, 
_ti,.iU.orein the mouatains of Vpper Bungush. 

'Ttl .. &t"e'Goubtless luany other sects among the Mgb.a.WlSt; the 
names of which have escaped my observation, or are not present to 
my ... ory l, ·but·,·,thenatiol'l is still exeInpt from the in8Dence of 
theit'~ .. mple. They are all strict Soonnee Mahomedans, and ,u 
they are occupied about their own faith and observanees,wiLhOl.lt in .. 
terfering with other people, their religious spirit is. :f8.r from being WJ· 

pktuing, even in followers of Islam. . From their· conv.ersation, one 
would'think the whole people, from the King to the lowest, pe88ant, 
_&8 always occupied in holy reRections: scarce a sentenoe ~'i ,uttered 
without some allusion to the Deity, and the slightest occurrence pro
dUecR a piou8 ejaculation. For example, they. never speak of any 
future event, however certain, without adding '~Inshaulla," (pleaae 
God.) They even . apply this phrase to past time, and will answer 
a qUMtioo about their age, " Please God,. I am forty-fiye years old.." 
Many people have always a rosary hanging round their wrist, .andbe
gin to .tell their beads when ever there is a pause in the converu.tioll; 
they' are supposed :torepeat the name of God when ever they drop a 
bard, hut they often goon while they are listening attentively to 
what is said, a.a.Qeven while ·they are speaking themselves. They are 
always swear.mg, and their oaths are uttered with as much solemnity 
&S ,if they were before the gravest tribunal. "I swear by God and 
"by his prcpltet." "May I go an infidel out of this world, if, it is 
"l1Ot.-oe." "May my wife be three times divorced,. if I lie." One 
of their mOBt,solemn oaths is by the ,name of God (Allah), three 
times repeated ,in three diWerent forms, " W ullah, Billah, TiUah." 
ltimay,be well to, mentiOD here a custom they have in common with 
aU Maesulmal1s, •• job they call imposing an oath (" KU8tn Daud,un")~ 

This is a species of adjuration, by which the person to whom the 

, Moat of this account of the Roushumeea.h 8eCt i@ abstracted from an excellent L"S!ll8Y 

()f Dr. Leydentl'l in the t tth volume of the Asiatic Researc11es: 

~ E 2 
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oath :is recitE*l, is supposed to be bouJW, whetlter ae,coa8eDt. , M··:dOt. 

Thus a man will tell another" " It is an oath by ,tJBe,KuatW,···if -eVei': 

" , you reveal what I have told you." "It is. an oath oyJesus Christ, 
" the soul of God; that you grant Iny requetft." .' . 

I do not ·know that people often do things disagreeable to .. dIem 
when thus conjured; but it is a common apology for OOftsentlng· to: 
any improper request, to say'" I should never have done it, if he had 
" not imposed an oath on me." . . , 

The Afghauns never enter on any q.ndertaking without saying die 
Fauteheh; a custom, I believe, peculiar to themselves. The Fw. 
teheh is the opening verse of the Koraun, and is otten Ujed. , 88 a 
prayer by all the Mussulmans. * 

One person may -say it aloud, 'and all the rest say Amen. They. 
bold up their hands before them, with the palms upwards, during the 
prayer~ and stroke their fac~ and beards when it . is concluded. . This 
ceremony is g~me through on all important occasions, on beginning a 
journey, on concluding an agreement, on marriages, and in short on 
the commencement of most acts in life. 
. No people can be more regula.r in performing their devotioll8. 

Their prayers begin before day, and are repeated five times; the last 
of which falls a little after the close of the evening twilight. Thehour 
of prayer is alwayt; announced by the Muezzins (from the:toJ>8 of. the 
minarets, or from some other high place), by the. shout of Allaho. 
Akbar, "God ·is most great," which is repeated till itm8~ be stJP
posed to have reached the ears of all the faithfUl. It is a solemo,.ul 
pleasing. sound. When it is heard, the people repair to the .m~es, 

but those who are otherwise occupied, do not suffer that inten!uptioD. 
A man · :who hears the call in company, remarks it, and witW"'W8,tA) 

pray; but when I wash'lcompany, some persons. alwayswntiDMed to 

-------------_ ... _-----.. __ ._ ..... __ .. -----

;. Praise be to Clod, the Lord of all creatures, the Most Merciful, ~le King of the 
day of judgment. . Thee do w(~ worship, of thee do we bl'g assistance; dire~t us in the 
right way, in the way of those to whom thou ha!!t been ~cious: not ' of those against 
whom thou art incensed, nor of those who go astray. (Sales' Koraun, page J.) 
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siiwith'iIJ!Ie rthe' 'rest retired t()another part <Jf the room, spread out 
their girdles on the gmuntl, began without any ablution, and said theit 
prayel'8 without regarding who might be observing them: when all 
was done, they returned to the company immetliately, Rnd joined in 
theooftvel"8atioDaa before. Every M ussulman faces to Mecca when 
he prays,and the better' classes carry a compass (particularly when 
they are travelling), which has one bar pointing north and south, and 
another, which has a pigeon at the end, and which points to the din~c
tion in which ,Mecca is situated, from the country where it is mnde. 
The first part of the prayer is performed standing, after which the 
devoteeseati himself on his heels, in the usual Persian manner, an~ 
continues his devotions in this attitude, often bending forward so as 
to' touch the ground with his forehead. Regular perfc)rmance of 
prayer is not only enjoined by the religion, but iIi most parts of the 
A1gbaun country, it is inforced by the municipal law, and there isa 
regular.oficer, called the Moohtesib, who punishes the omission of it, 
or the breach of any other religious precept. The fast of the Ram
zaun is enforced in the same manner, and stric,1y observed; and as it 
prevents a man trom drinking water, or even smoking tobacco hetween 
sunrise and sunset, it is felt as a real hardship. Foreigners. however~ 
are not molested on this account. Thp, pilgrimage to Mecca is in
cumbent on every Mussulman once in his Hte. It is performed by 
many'of the Afghauns. The commonest route is by Sind, where "the 
pi1gr.ims embark for Mllscat or Busora, and travel by land to Mecca. 
'Phose of,the , north-east go down the Indus by water, and their holy 
de&ignsecu~s .' them respect., even from the most predatory tribes. 
1\1_01' ;ohepilgrims '. support themselves by alms during their joUY
Dey; !and.· at MeccJI they arc maintained lly a foundation instituted by 
Ahmed Sllauh, who ordered a mosque and some sort of a. earavangeTa 
to be erected at that city for the use of' his countrymen~ When there 
are few Afghauns, the surplus of this charity is distributed among the 
A~, wllo are therefore little pleased with the inHux of Afghaun pi1-
grims.'{ :Tltey take ,eVery .opportunity .ef plaguiQg these inter]operi, 
particularly by repre8entiui:!: them as Sheeahs, because they generally 
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Ule the language of Persia. All the Afghaun pilgrims apeak. 'with 
horror of the barbariMn and rapacity of the-Bedouin ATabs,andSIIY 
that the most desperate lnan of the mOBtpredatory AfghauD tribe, is 
but a child among them. 

The Mahommedan religion requires, that everyman should. giV'e'8, 

portion of his income in charity. All presenhl to holy men, and even 
the regular stipends ~f the Moollahs are included under this' head, 
besides alms to beggars. In places distant from towns, where there 
are no beggars, they reckon money spent in hospita.lity, as 'charity; 
and, in this interpretation, they simply fl1161 the i~junctic;m8 of, their 
r.eligion. ' Dice are fi>rbidden, as are· all games of chance played for 
money. This prohibition is not strictly attended to; but the Af .. 
ghauns are little given to gambling. Wine is knowll to be forbidden, 
and is in fact only drank by the rich; but, an intoxicating cirug,oalled 
hang, though equally unlawful, is used by the debauched in most 
parts of the country. The people, however, are among the s.oDerest 
that I have heard of; and very far surpass the Indians, both Hindoo 
and Mahommedan, in-that particular. Men, reeling drunk about. the 
stJleets, such as one often sees in this Bramin city (Poona), wouid be 
a prodigy in Afghaunistaun. ' , 

The office of the Moohtesib, whose duty, it is to . superintend the 
public morals, is very invidious; and he is often accused of taking 
bribes to let off the guilty, and even of levying contributions by inti
midating the innocent. His power extends to inflicting forty blows, 
with a broad leather strap, (made on a pattern prescribed either in the 
Koraun or the traditions), and to exposing offenders to public Sh&1!re, 
by sending them round the town on an ass or a camel, withth.'farJes 
to the tail. I often saw the Moohtesib of Peshawer, who, though 
above the ordinary rank, always wore his thong in hia girdle, as,. 
mark of office: he seemed a moderate and sensible nWl; but· he 
was very generally ill spoken o£ 
. The Moollahst and all the religious, even if they, have Do ~ 

are fond of preaching up an austere life, and of discouraging the' ... 
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ianGc.entpleasure~. In some parts of the country, the MooUahseven 
break ·I&ttesand fiddles, wherever they find them. Drums, tnU:'ilI)ets, 
bautboy~ and flutes are exempted from this proscription, 8.s being 
manly and warlike ; but all other music is reckoned effeminate, and 
inCODsistent.with the character of a true Mussulmun. This austerity, 
however, is little practised by the people. The' l\1oo11t\hs are gene
rally restrained to censuring the more important breaches of religion 
and morality; and, in many parts, they have no power at all. 

The Moollahs are very numerous, and are found in every rank, 
irom the chief courtiers and ministers to the lowest c1ass in the poorest 
and wildest tribes. They are most numerous in proportion. to the 
body of the people about towns .. When mentioned as a body, they 
areu8ual1y caned the Ulima (or learned). 

They are generally active, and comparatively able men, mueh at
tachedto the int-erests of their own body, and careful to maintain its 
ascenda.ncy. They are in possession of the greatest part of the learn
ing of the country. The education of the youth, the practice of 
the law,and the administration of justice in all pttrtR of the country, 
eompletely under the royal authoritYt are entirely intrusted to them; 
and these advantages, together with the respect which their superior 
kaowledge ,oommandsanlong an ignor~nt and superstitious people, 
enable tile Moollahs in some circumstances to exercise an almost un
limited power 'over individuals, and even over bodies of men; to 
check and oontroul the governors and other civil offic{~rs; and sotne
times, to intimidate and endanger the King himself: This power is 
employed: to punish practices contrary to the Mahommedan law, when 
they·.oeeur . among its orthodox prOf(~80rS; to repress Sheeahs, and 
otJ.teto .. iJt6dels ; and, at least as often, to revenge the wrongs or for
ward the interestM of individuals of the religious order. The influence 

Ahmed Meer Waue?., of whom a full account is given iu the history, obtaint·J by 
tW ~,vef!Y' greatpop1tlarity with the bulk of' the Af@'ha\lhl, which' he U8l·d to de-

~;"'."~. 
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6f the Moollahs is often mol"e beneficially exefted ilt' · .-eeoncilmg 
quarrels, in parts of the country where there are no .other means;f)f 
preservi'ng the public peace. Troops of these holy peNona.ges often 
come with their flowing robes into the midst of two ooloosses, drawn 
out for battle. They hold out the KOTaun, repeat Arabic prayers, 
exhort the people to·remember their {:;'od, and their common religion; 
and, seldom if ever, fail to disperse them for the time; . if they do 'JM)t 

bring about a permanent reconciliation. 
The Moollahs are particularly powerful about Pesbawer, and 

through all the Berdooraunee country. In the city of Peshawer,the 
King's authority keeps them in some restraint, and obliges them to 
seek redress for private injuries from the civil power, or to wait -an 
opportunity of fastening on their enemy some charge of hereBY or 
infidelity, which may expose him to' the bigotry of the people or 
to the legal persecution of the Cauzy; but, in theremotep&rts 1of 
that country, an injury or an insult to It Moollah would itself ·be sut:' 
ficient to raise a tumult. On those occasions, the MooHahs ·; -Bend 
round to their brethren to assemble, suspend the public WOI'ship, and 
the ceremonies of burial, pronounce their anta.gonistsinfidel~ and 
formal1y exconlmunicate and curse them. If this fails in forcing their 
enemies to submit, they parade the country with the green staMlard 
of the prophet, beating drums, and proclaiming the Selaut (ttr war-cry 
of the Mussulmans). They announce, that all who fall in theircaU6e 
win be martyrs, and that all who fail t.o join them are excommuni
cated. By these means, they soon assemble a mob (or as they cal,} it 
themselves, an army) ; and, as the Afghanns are moreafra~of flheir 
anathemas than their arms, they generally bTing their adver8&rielJto 
their terms, which include the right to plunder and 'bumtlle·hou4ell <of 
the chief offenders, and to impose a fine 'on their abettors. 

Stories are told of the walls of towns falling down at the~hout of 
an army of Moollahs; and swords are blunted, and balls turned, aside 
when aimed 3t the life of. these holy pel8Onages. Yet. .. a stand,: W$8 
once made against them, even near Peshawer, wh.·,the · ~.:Jf 
Hushtnugger, resisted an army of them who came to enforce an 
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lIIW'ious ,contract, and bea~ them off with loss, to the great joy of the 
lleighbQurhood. Though treated with great respect in this part of 
the ,country, I believe they are more feared than loved. In tlw 
w.est, their power is much more limited, and their charactcrmuch 
more respectable., They arc, in consequence, generally popular, 
partieularl~ in the country ~ but, even there, they are complained of 
tOr the vices of their order, and for their intrusive and insatiable de
mands on the hospitality of the inhabitants *. Even ill the West, 
their power has sometimes been felt in the towns" parti(~ula.rly during 
the reign of Timoor Shauh, whose Prime l\linister was a .Moollah. 
At that tinle, they carried their insolence to such a pitch at Candahar, 
that a band of them 'attacked Kefauyet Khaun, (a Sheah nouleman of 
Persian descent, who had held aome of the highest offices in the state), 
and rushed into his haram, insisting on a present, and protesting 
against the i~ju8tice of his eating rieh pilaws, while they had only 
dry bread. It was with difficulty, and by the King's interposition 
alone, that the tumult was appeased. Their peculiar vices are hypo
m-isy, bigotry, ,and avari~. Their lives are sanctirnoflious in public, 
but-some of them practi se all sorts of licentiousness that can be cn
.Joyed without scandal; and many are notorious for the 'practice of 
usury. Lending money on interest is expressly prohibited by the 
Koraun; and few decent Mussulmans openly infringe a prohibition 
w.hich it is so easy to evade. Most men content themselw~s with lend
ing their money to merchants, stipulating for a shaf(~ of the profit 
der~ved from the use of it, or with placing it in the hands of bankers, 
who. profess to employ it in commerce, and to secure the owner a. 
certai.ngain,; but, many Moollahs lend avowedly on compound inte
~$~ apd ·with good security. by which they ntultiply their wealth to 
an. incredibleex~nt,. and have got possession of tl. considerable share 

-----------
It ill curious to observe the similarity of mllJlners ' in countries in the same stage of 

eltilimtion, thoUgh' far removed from each other both in place and~ timt~. ClUlIlcer's 
s-pneurs:.tale,exactly describes the importunity cf the mendicallt Moollahlli, awl the 
wl.l(tureQf resp~t~t.nd. lJ,vcnuoJ,l with which th~'y arc regarded. 
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of . the landed property.of the- kingdom. But.,·· a8,,1l do not practise 
usury, it may excite some curiosity to know' how 80 numerons a" body 
can be. maintained. 

Besides those who' have ecclesiastical offices, or pensions n-om the 
crown (who will be mentioned in another place), and the more nume
rous class of village Imauns, who receive a ·certain share of -the 
produce of the crops and flocks in their districts, many have grants 
of land from the King and from heads of villages; and some have 
received legacies of land from individuals. Some subsi~t by teaching 
andfpractising the law; others teach schools, or are tutors to thes6ng 
of rich men; some preach, and are paid hy their congregations'; 
some live by the charitable allowances granted by the crown, a8dby 
villages to students, or by the alms and hospitality of people, tkl'ough 
whose country they travel ; and others, follow trade or fanning, or 
live OR their own means, and pursu{~ their studies and amusements 
at leisure. ' , 

The character of a Moollah is conferred by an assembly of members 
of that order on persons, who have gone through the proper 'c6une'of 
study, and passed the requisite examination. The ad:mi'8sion<>f f:' 

candidate is attended with a prescribed fornl; the chiefpartof which 
is investing him with the .turban of a Moollah, which-is hound round 
his head by the principal person in the assembly. 

The Moollahs are distinguished by a particular dress, consisting of 
a large loose gown of white or black cotton, and a very large white 
turban of a peculiar shape. 

There are no corporate bodies 0f Moollahs as there are of monks 
in Europ~, nor is the whole order under the command of any·chief, 
or subject to any particular discipline, like the clergy in England. All, 
except those who hold offices under the crown, ·are ~ntirely independ
ent; and, the co-operation among thenl is only produced by a sense 
of common interest. They all marry, and live in othe.r respects like 
laymen. I d? not know that they have any peculiar manners, except 
an affectation of strictness. Some of them affect great gravity, and 
others take pleasure in frequenting all companies, and meddling in all 
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afFairs. ' OneQf theae, may often be seen, with a large tnrban, and a 
blue h,andkerchief~a couple of yards long, over his shoulder, parad
i~ the streets at the l~ead of a dozen of his disciples, with along 
lltai'in his ~d, and s, lru·ge law book under his arm; oc sitting in thp 
houses of .the rich, haranguing the company, enforcing hiM doctrines · 
,v.ith his fore finger, and shaking his wide sleeve, or amusi~lg the mas
ter ,of the houae with his jokes and stories, and handing round hi~ 
enonnOU8 snuff-box among the rest of the party. MooUahs of this 
IOrt.arereckoned very pleasant companions; they are great frequen
ters of ,Jeergas, where indeed their knowledge gives "the whole order 
much w.eight in ci vii matters. 

One would expect that the Moollahs would be great enemies to 
people: of other religiol~q, or at least would shun their society .(as J 
believe, they do in Persia), but this is by no means the (;ase: 1 have 
had -a great many acquaintances among the Moollah8~ and found some 
of them very intelligent and agreeable. 1 was particularly well ac
quainted with two Moollahs t who were the sons of the Khaunee 00-
loom (or lord of the learned), one of the greatest of the Ulima of his 
time; and I found them the best informed and most liberal men 1 

, . . 
ever ·met,·either in .Afghaunistaun or in India. 
. .. It is not easy . to say whether the Moollahs are, on the whole, a use
ful body, or otherwise .. They are of eminent . utility in . most parts of 
the c,puntry, from their. effect in moderating the violence of an ungo
¥erDed. people, by the morality which they inculcate, and trOID the 
tendency of their habits to keep up the little science and literature 
which is known: I believe the existence of their- order is beneficial in 
tlle pt'esent ;situatioll of the AfghauDs; but it is more than probable 
that it.ob8tntctB ,the transition tOB better state of things, and it is cer-

. tain that neith~r they nor their religion are at all adapted to a high 
Itage of civilization, though well suited to the rude Arabs, for whom 
t.batreligion w.first invented. 
;; . Besi4es the regultJr clergy, there are many persons who are revered 
Jpr.t~r. Q~A~san,ctity. or that of their ancestors. . Among the latter, 
the m08t famousa.re the Sijuds, or descendants of Mahomet; and the 
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former are called by the ditferent n&lTles of Derwe8hes)~~Der"ise8'). 
Fuh~ers, &c. either arbitrarily, or from sonle little diiFerencein their 
observances; oue set called Kulunders (Calende!"s), for instance, are 
remarkable fo..- geing almost naked; others wander:from-placeto 
place, and visit all resorts of pilgrims ; while some Hve abstemioll8 
and religiol:ls lives in the midst of towns, and some retire to practiwe 
their austerities in solitary places. These' ascetics have been esteemed 
in Mghaunistaun in all ages, and half the histories of that country· are 
filled with the legends of the numerous male and female saints whom 
it bas produced.' The places where such devote-.es are interred; or 
which have been distinguished by remarkable actions of their lives~ 
are still considered as sacred, and each of the most celebrated is a safe 
asylum even from revenge for blood. The reverence in whichtbese 
sanctuaries are held, is shewn by the practice of the Eusofzyes, ,the 
most lawless of all the tribes, where a clan going out to battle, places 
its women in one of them, and relies 011 their security in case· ,of a 
defeat. 

Many such saints are now flourishing, and the ignorance of their 
countrymen ascribes to them the gift of prophetic d:t;eams and visions,. 
and the power of working miracles. Even the higher classes,have 
faith in their predictions, and the King often consults them. on the 
most momentous affairs of hiil government. -

,Some of these must have engaged in voluntary imposture *., but 
the three most eminent at Peilhawer, when I was -there, disavowed all. 
pretensions to supernatural powers. They were treated with the 
highest respect, even. the King refusing to be seated befOre them· tiU 
he was pressed; but they did not seem to solicit these honours, . and 
they discussed the conduct of government, and reprehended its vices 

'.. I have in my possession a book of miracles, M'Ought by the famous saint of Cbupa
kunnee, tllC spiritual director of Ahmed Shaub. It contaWs.accounts of ~~y mim~es 
performed within theKe .fifty years. It was given me by the 80n of the saint, and as it 
WllS written in his life time, and attested by many of his scholars, it is c1i5cult to acquit 
him of fraud or f8J.aehood. ' 
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aitd tho8e~ofth,enatioD. with "great.,freedom: the nnly tu:t they seem: to 
resort to for m'aintaining their high reputation, was great austerity of 
lifu? they rare seldom very learned, and the'two eminent saints that 1 
saw, 'were ttee'wm every kind of affectation and grimace, and only 
distiugttished &om other people by the superior mildness of their 
manners. 

The belief in these false 8aiuts is not the only superstition of the 
Afghauns: many instances. of their credulity appear in my journal, 
but I. may mentwn some here, which I have not noticed in that 
place. 

-Ail the Afghauns believe in alchymy. and magic, in which arts they 
think, the Indians great adepts. The King's Imaum was continually 
in pursuit of the philosopher's stone; and when I was at Peshawer, he 
was' diligently engaged in search of it, assisted by an Indian Mussul ... 
man who . had lately returned from .Mecca. Many invectives are 
levelled "at this art in the Koraun, yet the lmaum spent part of every 
day in superintending. it, wasted a good deal of mOlley on the pre
parations, and treated his coadjutor with the utmost confidence and 
attention.' 

, A nati'Veof Peshawer of about sixty years oJd, who is now in my 
service, fell in love some time ago with a girl of Poonn, and he was 
discovered within this week by Home of his countrymen, closeted with 

'. HaiijeeMeeart, one of the greatest saints l\t Pesh1lwl:r, sent to me to beg that I 
woukiteU'him what tleverities were practised by the gtXlly lnEurope; illS m(-'!O!;age was 
unJllckilyenvu&ted to a Persian who attended the mis. ... ion on the King's part, and who 
fm~ hisr~liBi()n, c(;llid have, IW great reverence f()r devot.ees of the Soonnec persua
simi. ActOrdhig'y; when I told him dlat our clergy performed no austerities, but thought 
they 'recommended themselves to God by leading tivirtuollS nnd religious life: he 
he~ me not to disappoint the holy man, but to favour him with a few penances in 
whIch he might indulge Ilia zeal. I dum ~aid that there were other parts of Europe 
where the devout exposed themselves to great suffetings, Ilnd mentioned Illl I could recol
lect of hair ihirts and flagellation. The Persian thanked me with II mischievous smiJ(', ~uid 
he 'Wu m.re the Ha.ujee would be sensibly obliged to me, and took his leave, evidently 
pl~LWft1dhe'mullemenf l1ehad proeure(,l for -his employer. 



.'indi&n, and'performing 8 ,-ariety 'OfinesatatioQtt( • .. ~~pu.rpoae~f 
fascinating theatfectioDs' of his mistress. 

Near Candahar. is a cave'caned the cave .0£ Jum~h~dt , to the end 
of which. it is impo8sibleto 'p~netrate, ·apparently_ "~lJ.t. °Qf:,a, 
torrent which obstructs the passage; but the- Afghaun& ·l'cl~ jtl-.t 
atler advancing a certain distance, one hears the roar of,winds ~nd .tlle 

rushing ,of waters, and that all progress is 'soon 8tOpt by a wheel 
anned with swords, which is whirled round with such fu.rceand vel9-
city as 'threatens to annihilate every thing that approaches ' it. ° Sqme 
bold 'adventurers, however, have overcome these obstacles, and re~ched 
a mosttmchanting garden in the bowels of the earth. They ,describe 
the verdure of this delicious region, its bowers, woods,' and Jawus ; 
its traRsparent streams, and its flowers of a thousand brilliant hues, as 
far surpassing any scene that the human imagination , can figure; 
while the exqu~8ite fruits, the perfumed breezes, and tile r.,vislJ.iijg 
music which fOr ever resounds, are equal to the warmest pictures of 
the Mahommedan paradise. . 
• The Afghauns believe each of the numerous solitudes in" the 

mountains and des arts of their country to be inhabited by a 1000ely 
dremon, whom they call the Ghoollee Beeabaun (the Goule OJ: ;.8.pirit 
of the waste); they represent him as a gigantic a.nd frightful ~pectr~, 
who devours any passenger whom , chanc~ may bring within ~ 
haunts. It is to this spirit that they ascribe t4e illusion by ~hich 
travellers are of len led to believe 'that they see sheets of wa~r . in the 
midst of the desart, and they figure him watching J;l~, to seize the 
unhappy wanderer whoinay be misled , by hisarti6ce, and tear,Jum 
to pieces. * . . , 

They have all a great reverence for burial grounds,~hich~ey EioIJ?e-
times call by the poeticaL name of citie, of the Bilent, and which jtbey 
people with the gh08ts of the departed, who sit each at the head of 

From this popular 8u~rstitiQn, they often iUu8tra~ ap account of .the wil40.esrs ~f ~y 
aequestered tribe, by saying that they are GhOOlee Beabaun (rid as tW dIIemon, Cf ··tlle 
waste). 



DIVINATION. 

his ~grave,., ;invieibletomortal eyes, and eJ\;oy tl},e odours of the 
garlands which are' hung on their tombs, and of the incense which is 
buTneli by their surviving· relations. Tiley believe in many other 
kinds of' genii ;:and spirits; but I do not think I have ever heard',of 
the' apparitihn of the ghosts of the dead. The glorified spirits of the 
fou'rfirstCaliphs, however, were seen clothed with fire, on a hill over 
Caubul, during the battle between the Sheea1'is and Soonnees. 

They be~ieve in dreams, in which a sufficient latitude of interpre
tation is "allowed, to admit of their easy application to aD)" event. A 
man of some consequence told me, that at one time' while he was fJ.¥.ing 
from the persecution of Waft'adar Khan (then Grand Vizier), he 
dreatned that he saw the Vizier dr~ssed entirely in black. with a 
mehthCholy countenance; and witli his hands shrivelled, and so weak 
tllat he attempted in vain to' untie his' own girdle. SOOh aft(.~r 'the 
dreamer woke, a man broke in on a private int.erview between him 
and another great man, with intelligence that the Vizier was deposed 
and taken prisoner . 

. They also pry into futurity by astrological and geomantic calcula
tions, and by all sorts of divination and sortHege. Their commonest 
method' of divination, is by examining the marks in the blade bone 'of 
a sheep, held up tothe light, which, though practised by people of edu
cation, is no better calculated to work on the imagination, or· dazzle 
the understanding, than our own discovery of future event3 from cof~ 
f~e gtottnds. They also form presages from drawing Jots, ftom the 
pOsition assumed by arrows poured carelessly out of a quiver, and 
above all, by tout'hingtheir rosaries, while they think of the design 
which they project, andjudging its favourable or unfavourable result., 
astbe number of the bead they happen to touch, turns out to be odd 
of'even, in 'COunting from the top of the string. I rememhf:\r a con
versation which I had (immediately before Shauh Shooja's great 
struggle against his competitor in 1809) with one of t~at Prince's 
Persian ministers, who told me that he had now good reason to rely 
with certainty on his master's suct:ess. I listened with attention, ex
pecting to hear of a correspondence with 80nle of the great lords of 



the other party, .and I was a good dealsurpriMd,:t;o,:iafidieminieter's 
confidence arose entirely from the r,e8ult of .some augury iPOlll ,t1ie 
position of arrows. The minister observed my disappointment, and 
proceeded to remove it, by assuring me that he ':had , ~u ,jitue'fliith 
as I had in the vulgar methods of divination,but that ' dlis par
ticular mode ,was Qne recommended by the 'prophet, ' and never 
known to tail. 

The Afghauns (though as great diviners in other respec~8) do llOt 

think these appeals to Providence so necessary before the'yC()l1l~ 

mence any undertaking, and make a merit of their Towukkul .beh 
Khooda, or re1iance upon God. They not unfrequently begin a 
journey by It short prayer, which commences, " I place my reliance. 
" on AI,mighty God," &c. &c. It is common with them tOeRCOU

rage a man to embark in a difficult adventure, by saying " Towuk
"kul he Khooda Khoona hoorow," "Put your trust in God,' and 
" go on." 

-The most elegant means employed to prognosticate future events, 
is one whieh answers to our Sortes Virgilianre. It is perfurmed by 
opening a hook at random, and applying the first v.erse that tDeetl~€ 
eye, to the sul~ject of the inquiry: the best book for the Pllrp08~ is 
the Koraun, and the trial ought to he preceded by fasting find prayer, 
which indeed are necessary in all attempts at divination: otherbooks 
are, however, employed, and the poems of Hau'fiz are perhaps as much 
.used as the Koraun. The following happy coincidence occurred to a 
person at Lahore, who consulted Haufiz at the ' beginning of the 
troubles produced by the deposition of Shauh Zemaun, which en~. 
after three yp.ars of confusion, in the elevation, of Shauh Shooja. ' His 
object wa..-, to ascertain which or t~e sons of Timour Shauh would 

, obtain the throne in the end, and the verse that met his eye was the 
following: 

'. " Seher ze -hautifee ghee hum reseed mozh deh' begOO8h, 
" Keh Douri Shauhi ' Shobjau "ust mye dileer be nOClllh;'" 



."""~""".''''''.,:''''''theiatieible'-..rkIb .. ''~.aia4 .. ~ .. t.Q.·~y eat. 
l~~.. .1lf.,'9(~h ShuojaQ.·. dr,ink wine and. ~:bQ1d." .' ." 

;rh~ ·Af-, 9;~lieve in th~ p9,~ef, of ta1i~mans, in the pos~tbiEt.v 
t9f~uit.iJg &~nttqv1, over'genii anddremons, an~ hav<.~ numb~~l~slS 
~r 8ij.per,tit~~; q1l:t I have alre~y giv{~,n a sufficient specimen 
of' their nature. ' . 

~ Sh90jau IDe&.n1 a brave king in Persian, in whicll IeJlle i\.1ieem.i to ·beueeC by 
~Ifa. 



CI-IAP. VI. 

HOSPITALITY. - PREDATORY HABITS, &C. 

ONE of the most remarkable characteristics of the Afghauns, .1.1 
~heir hospitality. The practice of this virtue is so m~c~ ~ 

national point of honour, that their reproach to an inhospitable man", 
is t hat he has no Pooshtoonwullee, (nothing of the customs of the 
Afghauns). All persons indiscriminately are entitled to profit by 
this practice; and a man, who travened over the wh?le country 
without money, would never be ill want of a meal, unless perhaps i~ 
tow n8. It is the greatest of affronts to an A fghaun to carry off his guest; 
but his indignation is never directed against the guest who quits him, 
but the person who invites him away. All the details of the 'practice 
of hospitality will appear in the particular account of the tribes; bItt 
I shall here mention some customs connected with that. principle. 

The most remarkable is a custom peculiar to this people, anclealled' 
Nannawautee, (from two Pushtoo words, meaning" Ihavc come in"). 
A person, who has a L'1vOur to ask, goes to the hO~i~~ or tent of the 
lUaIl on .whom it depends, and refuses to sit on his carpet, or partake 
of his hospitality, till he shall grant the boon required. The honour 
of the party thus solicited will incur a stain if he docs not grant the 
favour asked of hi m; aHd, .,0 fin is the practice carried, that a man 
over-:-matched by his enemies, will sometimes go flUnnawautee to the 
hOllse of anot~er man, and entr~at him to take up his quarrel; which 
j he other is obliged to do, unless he is utterly unable to interfere 
with effect, or unless some circumstance render his interference 
obviously improper. 

'It It appeared to me at first that there was 1ICmle resemblance between nannawllutee and 
the well known Indian cUoitom of Dhurnl\. They nre, however, entirely uulike. In 



A still stronger appeal is made when a womS1\ sends her \feii to an 
.Afghaun, and implores hisassistanee for herself or her family. It, 
was by this expedient that Timour Shauh's queen prevailed on Sira
fr,auz Khaull,(the father of the present Grand Vizier), to affhrd his 
48sistance in the elevation of Shauh Zemaun to the throne; an even't. 
chiefly brought about by his inHuenc-e. 

This last custom is not connected with the laws of hospitality; hut 
it is those laws alone which protect every individual who has entered 
the house of an Afghaun. A man's bitterest enemy is safc:, while 4he 
is under his roof; and a stranger, who has come into an Afgha,un's 
hONse or tent, is under the proteetion of the ma.ster a.s longasht> 
stays in the villa.ge. From this principle, arises the ohligation ,of 
protecting and defending a fugitive, whatever may lw his crime; and 
hence the frequency of elopements with women from one 0010088 

to !Lllother, and of the refuge found by mnni<.'l'ers ,in a similar ffight. 
TfJ.e protection, which the rights of hospitality confer, does not, 

however, extend be.yond the lands of the villaac, or a.t most, of the . ~ ~ 

tribe; and, there are undoubted testimonies of Afgha.un~, of predatory 
tribes entertaining a traveller, and dismissing him with presents, and 
yet, robbing him when they met him again,afler he was out of their 
t>fotection. * 

It seems astonishing to an European,. that the reciprocal good 
Qffi(les, which must pass between the host and the guest, should not . . 
--..... - .-----~-.-----,---, --, ... ---~ .. --.-------~.----", "'--'---""~-'" ------~---.----~,-... ------.~-~ 

Dht,1rlla,both parties fMt; aud it is hunger which enforces 8 compliullce with tIl{> demand. 
In ,NullJ1aw.a.utcc, on dle contrary, there is no ret;traint on (,idler party's ~'ating, and the 
i(orce of the practicl' bears on the honour alone of the persoll to whom it i~ dirf>ded. 1t is 
IOlRet:hinglike the cnstomof the }lomans, by which a suppli/lllt mtercd II house, and 
~himself inllilencc, with his head veik-d, on t.he hCllrtll. TIl(' cUlltom of the Greeks 
~ r*JUblesthat now alluded to; and the tx·haviour of UIY8S{'S to Ciree". when he re
fu~ to ·p~e of her banquet, till she . 11 as discnchalltt.>d his tioiend"" (Od. K. verse 375, 
&c.) ill exitctly in the spirif of nannawautee. 

• .AJtW?Stremarkable instance of this spirit has bet.'nmentioned, in describing tilt' jour
»:ey,pi" .two ge.ntJemctD of the Mission, who went to Dt'rauburu.l. 



- HOSPITALf'f5~*}IID RAPACITY. 

890n. form· a conn..ectioB 8uiicielltly 8trol'}g te prevent theil' l;llJuril,tg 
~ch· other after: the. rights ofhOBpitality have ceased;and~ja fa<Jt, 
there . is ne point in the Afghaun cllaracter of which it is more difficult 
to get tt clear iclea, th-. the mixtu~e of Bympath.vand,.,.~itference, ,(If 
generosity and rapacity, which is observable in ~r' conduct . tp 
strangers. In parts of the country where the government is weak, 
they seem to think it a matter of course to rob a stranger, while. in 
all other respe<.-1;s they treat him with kindncSH and civility. So 
much more do they attend to granting favours than to respecting 
rights, that the same Afghaun who would plunder a traveller of his 
cloak, if he had one, would give him a doak if he had none •. If tbe&e 
inoonsistencies onl y appeared. in their own country, their behaViour 
might be owing to their natural love of gain ;al14:;J,lieir point of h0-
nour, with reSiled to guests. But, how are we to expluin the same 
condact, when their meeting in a foreign country gives the straJil~ 
no claims on their hospitality ( All the authentic ~ounts I WJv.e of 
the treatment of strangers by Afghauns, either in their own countrl 
or, elsewhere, give an impression of :philanthropy-andpoliteneSSt, 
when there was no temptation to depart from those principles. But, 
where the1'e wa~ any inducement to plunder the stranger, and ~veD 
sometimes when much was to be gained by deceiving him, there,w" 
no gre~t appearance of j~sticeand good faith~ The truth 1St those 
virtues are not necessary concomitants of generJj.} kindness" nor .ought 
W'e to infer the want of the one from the absence of the ()thel'. Jus
~ice and good faith, cannot perhaps subsist, unless they are supported. 
by laws and government; while the very circumstance of the pubije's 
leaving men to themselves, obliges individuals to assist aup. to d~pe!1d 
on each other. It is 'ptobably to this last eause, t~t we ar.e .,to attri~ 
bute the superiority of most A~iatics in the minor points of general 
humanity over Englishmen of the same rank in life, to WhOUl tJilt.r 
are far inferior in all other good qualities. 

The frequency with which travellers are plundered. appears to. 
originate in the defects of the Pooshtoonwullee. That law ~lies, ()n 

the exertions of the injured person, his .. relations, a.ud bi" tri~, for 



olttaint~ him ju8tice'~: an~ &S' a stirattger:hasneither relatiollSlnor 
tribe, nopr6Vision is made for :hissecurity. ~ In proof of this propo
sition, . it may be observed, that the Afghauns do. not iD _general 
plunder the lailds of their neighbours, . ,or rob individuals, wbo~reside 
in' their- part0f!,theconntry, and that it is only travellers who .. ~ 
lia.ble to this oppressi?? This habit of rapine prevails in very 
different degrees, at different times, and in different parts' of the 
country. The King's government protects people of all descriptions 
alike, as far as its power extends; and, in {.,'Onsequence, when the 
government; is established, a man rtms little risk,exeept among the 
tribes, wh08e situation enables them to set the King. at defiance. 
DU'ring civil wars, on the contrary, the whole. kingdom is let. loose; 
arid a traveller maybe-plundered with as much impunity within sight 
ofCaubul as in the mountains of'the Vizeerees. The habit of good 
order, however, prevents the inhabitants of the parts of the country 
whiCh are usual1y settled, fi'om running into these excesses; and it i. 
probftbJy only the worst individuals among them who betake thenl';' 
selv~ to' habitual rapine. 

The tribes most addicted to rapine in the West, are the Atehukzy:e 
branch of the Dooraunee~, and those of the N oorzyes, who inhabit 
thedesart country on the borders of Pp,rsia and Belochistan, and tlll~t 
}1art'''of the Tokhee branch' of the Ghiljies, which occupies a portion 
of~\"theParopam'isan mouhtains. The lands of the rest might 'b~ 
plt$~ed with tolerable safety, unless in times of great confusion; but 
the long disorders of the government are perhaps altering their cha
t&aer' in tb.isre~pect for the wtirse .. The pastQraltribes in the West 
&.resaid to'bell16re-given both -to'robbery and t1teft, than those who 
liVe'by agriculture. All the tribes of the range of Solimaun, esp~ 
didlfthe~Khyberees and the Vizeerees, are notorious pllmderers, and 
I't),lflunder1tne express direction or sanction of their inteFnal govern
lfteflt. . The other Eastern Afghauns aTe aU disposed' to plunder 
~nit!te,.rdare.When qtlite free from all apprehension of th 'e roya 
p6wet';"fh~y o~ly ro15'on the highway. When their security is nm: 
sbgr_,'4:.1ley·~ ex:Orbftant customs, 'or beg'1na manner that is not 



S~~UARDS. 

to ;·be 'refused, and steal when they dare not rob; hut, bit eurtsider. 
able extent round the towns, a' traveller is tolerably safe upder the 
protection of the royal authority. . 

It is possible, in all tribes, except the Khyberees, tiirobtain a secure 
passage through their territories by,a pre\' ious" agreement with the 
chiefs, who, for a small present, will fhrnis~. an escort, under whose 
protection a stranger may travel with perfect safety. A single man is 
a sufficient escort in most tribes; but where the internal government 
is very weak~ or where there is much fear of" tlu,ft, it is usual to give 
a party proportioned to the qnantity of property to be defended. ,It 
is remarkable that these arrangements an~ most effectual with' tne 
tribes who, having least cGnnection with the 'King, have usually tl'l'd~~ 
predatory habits. In those tribes it seems to be thought that the 
001008s 'having no relations with' a stran~r, is at liberty to stifteR 
him, and that such an attack is to be cOllsidered{'aiJ honourable war·, 
but that when they have promised protection, they are bound in good 
faith to afford it: the people of the snqject tribes, on the othethand,· 
are well aware Gf the b111ilt of robbery, and when any of them ate 
depraved enough to practise it, little sense of honour. is to be~x
pected of them. 

In all cases, it must be observed, to the honour of the Afghlmn~, 
that their robberies are never aggravated by murder: a man miy 'b~ 
kined in . defending his property, but he will hot be put to deatft-alt@'r 
he has ceased to resist. 

I say nothing of the plunder of 'whole caravans by the leaders of 
parties dttring clvil wars. This is acknowledged to be anexpedi~n't. 
'only justifitd by neeessity, and a promise 'Of repaym~nt in"'bett~r' tin'lt~ 
iJ; always held out to the sufferers . 

. For a similar state of manner« nnd opipions in ancient Greece." ... ·I"huc.~ 
BoQk i.' chap. 



CHAP. VII. 

MANNERS, CUSTOMS, AND CHARACTEU OJ<' THE AFGHAuNS. 

T HB manner of life of the Afghauns is by no means uniform 
'. throughout the country; and for varieties I mllst again refer to 

the detailed accounts of the tribes, but I shall adhere to my plan pi' 
mentioning in this place all that is common to the whole.. One great 
cause of diversity it is necessary to mention even here. This is the 
division of the nation into inhabitant~ of tCHts and of hOll,Ses. Those 
who live in tents are chiefly to be found in the West, where they pro
bably. amount to one half of the p()pulation; but as all oyer tht~ E8$t 
the people live in houses, the proportion of that last class must greatly 
preponderate m' the nation. It is .probable that the number of those in 
tents has diminished, and I am of' opinion that it is still diminishipg. 
The facility with which tribes chauged their residence in former tim_es, 

~pears to countenance the belief~ that D108t of thenl were shepherds, 
an<llived in tents; though it cannot be denied that great emigra.
tions of agricu,ltural tribes have also taken place. 
. The movement of the Eusofzyes f),·om the frontiers of Persia Pro
~r tQ '~hose of India is related in another plclcce. The other tribes 
rdund P~ahawer are also traced froq:l the .ea,.~t vf KhorassaUll of their 
pres~nt seats: at a still later period, the Ghiljies moycd ii-om a great 
part. of their .lands, at the command of Naudir Shauh, a.nd made 
1'()Qfit' for a portion of the Dooraunees. This, however, was a com .. 
'PlJl~1'ew.ov~, enfQrced by a powerful eonqueror, and no volun
tary ,emigratien is known t.o have occurred within acenturyja proof, 

as ~ 'P~8 to tne, that the people have betsken themselves to agri
rulture, .4 pursuit which naturally attaches themselves to the soil. It 



PASTORAL L1FE. 

is not~ perhaps, sO evident that this disposition is still increasing"but 
we find numbers of. people, who, though they still live in tents, yet 
are employed in husbandry, and never move from their fields; and 
this seems very obviously to be a stage in their progress frotn moving 
with the seasons, and cultivating a spo~ of ground at' their summer 
station, to building houses for permanent residenee. A recent exam
ple is found in the Stooreeaunees, of u tribe which has abandoned 
pasturage for tillage, but on the other hand, there do not want 
examples of people who have exchanged a fixed for a wandering 
life. 

One of the most judicious of modern travellers has observed, that 
though habit may render a wandering life agreeabl~, yet there are 
only two causes which can originally have induced'men to adopt it. 

1st. The badness of the soil of their country, ,which ~obliges them 
to wander far in search of subs,istence; and; 2d. The operation of 
the bad government under which they live, compelling them to elude 
its oppression by a frequent change of abode *. 1 must·confess the 
exalnple of the Afghauns does not lead me to agree with this theory. 
Among the Afgha.uns, a pastoral life appears to me to be the most 
popular, men enter on it with pleasure, and abandon it with regret, 
and it is to habit chiefly that we are to attribute the rareness of e:K.:
amples of tribes relinquishing their fields, to betake themselves to 
prH:tturage. Besides exemption from the oppression of the l()yal 
government (an exemption by no means pecuHar to s1'!epherdtri~), 
the pastoral life has many advantages to recommend it., It is easy, 
careless, and secure, supplying plenty without demanding labour, unit
ing the advantages of various climates, and affording a relief ftorn the 

• Voyage par Volney, l~hap. xxiii. sect. 3. I cannot mention this writer, without oft'e.~ 
Iny sleJl(ll1r tribute ,of applause to his merits. Among many other ta.lents, he p08~ ill 
a t;cmarkable u('sn:C, that of pointing out what iA peculiar to the manners and institution. 
of th(~ Ea.,t, by comparing and contrasting them. with those of EuroPe: '$0 fardoet 
he excel al! othe writerll in this Jespcct, that if one willhes thoroug111y to understand 
other travellers in MnhornmL'<ian countries, it is necessa.ry to have read Volney first. 
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HOUSES AND FURNITURE OF THE COMMON PEOPLE. aa 

listlessness, of idleness, in Jre<luent change of 8cene~ and in the 
never-failing resource of field sports. The shepher~-.re also in a 
great measure emancillRted, even from the controul of their interna.l 
government, by their dispersion for the greater part of the year;, A 
few families closely connected by blood, and enjoying an ,extent · of 
country far beyond their wants, need no magistrate to preserve their 
peace, and although the state of a freeman tmder the limited a.uthori
ties of an 001009s, may be independent, it cannot be compared with 
tbatof a society alike exempt from the restraint of government, and 
the disorders of anarchy. The principal motive I can di~cover tQr 
the relinquishment .of so enviable a way of. life, is the sarne: which 
M. Volney ha.q assigned for its adoption: the difficulty of procuring 
subsistence. This difficulty must be experienced in a mu<;h greater 
degree by a given number of shepherds, than by an equal number of 
.husbandme~, and aceordingly it is only while the population is very 
confined in proportion to the country, that a pastoral life can be 
agreeable. The increase both of IneH and flocks soon occasions dis.. 
pu:t~s about the right to pasture on particular tracts, and each shep
herd finding his limits llarrowedas his wants extend, is compelled to 
add to his means of support by tillage, a change by which ten acl'eS 
i»made to maintain more men than ten miles could do before. I am 
far from denying that there are countries, t.he unfitness of which for 
~icultllre, obliges the inhabitants to adhere to pasturage; or that the 
badness of a government may drive people into this mode of life; but 
I cQntend that there are other inducements arising fi·om the nature of 
tl~t life itself, and I object to the extension of a theory which is 
~.of Syri~ to all wandering tribes. 

:. Thetexits of shepherds will be described hereafter, as will the 
\7a.riOUB sorts of houses in use in Afghaunistaun. The commonest 
bo~ by far is built of unburned brick, one story high, and roofed 
~t..}1~ .. with a terrace supported by beams, or with low cupolas of the 

.~e materi..t as the walls. As tables and chairs are unknown, there 



234 WAY OF PASSING TIME. 

is .. little or no furniture, except a (,,Darst! w(){~llen carpet, and .80me 
pieces of felt if to sit on. 

'TIle Berdooraunees, indeed, sit on low beds, with bottoms of 
leather or of cord, and the people in towns have often broad benches 
raised round the room (which they ca11 sopha or sufeh), but the 
general practic,c is to sit on the ground. \Vhen men are at their ease, 
they sit .cross legged, or }Jut their legs into any attitude that is 
agreeable to them; but when there is the least ceremony, they sit 
in a more formal position, which is assumed by the person's kneeling, 
and then sinking back on his heels, so that his legs are tucked under 
him, and completely concealed by the skirts of llis tunic. This way 
of sitting is intolerable to an }~uropean, but the joints of Asiatiel\ a.r.e 
so supple, that although their legs are pressed quite flat on the 
ground, yet they remain in this posture without inconvellienc.e for 
whole days. 

Their ordinary ernployment, when seated, is co.nv~rsatioll,alld 

every now and then a culleealln is passed round fOf. 'smoking, and 
after a whiff or two, is sent away. The ('ommo,) culleeaun in Af
ghawlistaun is .macle of earthen ware,. and shaped like a very broad. 
bottle with a w ide neck. People in hetter cjr~umstanc.:es have thenl 
of various shapes, made of ·glass, or more frequently of pewter, orna-, 
mented witl} flowers, &c. in brass. This is filled with water, and two 
ornanlented wooden pipes are introduced into it, one of theln is per
pendicular, and has nt the top a cup conta.ining tobacco and dwrc()al: 
the . other is the mouth-piece ii'om which the smoke is inhaled, a.U.er 

• AI; I shall ha\'l~ frcqUE'Ilt O(~ca~ioll to mention this "'ort of felt, it wif}' he ton~enrmf 
to c1C8crim~ it OllC(' for al'. It il' made of wool (generally of tlm! which il!iliborll off tlw 
camlet, carpet,;, and other woollen nu\tlufactures). It is madt~ by the ~omen, who wet tho 
wool, und theL work it up, rolling it ov{~rand kneadinf$ it with their huuds, ,tillit a!lSl'mCIl 

a. consistency: it is then spread out to the SiZl~ required, nnl! when finu.lled,~ ;!l i~~ln~~ 
quarter to half nn inch thick, Ilnd ;s soft and pliant: · that worn by the proplt{ i~ Inilt!b! 
tmawer. .. The common colours Qrqgrayand .blm;k, bu~ thQtle u/le.(U" theiMWlfi oC~ 
rich, whkh are of a dos£' texture, nre of Illight brown, ornamented with peculiar patterns 
of flowers in faint colours. 
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passing through the water, by which it is rouled and cleared of some 
oily particles which would otherwise accompany it. All the Persiacu; 
use this pipe at short intervals thl'Oughout. the day. They ar~ much 
more particular about the eJegance of their culleeauns than the Aj:' 
ghauns, and the latter, to ridicule the importance attached to them 
by the Persians, tell a story of some men of that nation, who, on be
ing asked at the end of a long journey, whether it had been a pleasant 
one, replied, that the onty serious ineonvenienee they experienced, 
was from the want of a culleeaun, there being only eleven among the 
t.welve persons who composed the party. 

Tln~ Afghauns are by no means so much addicted to smoking: 
many people never use tobacco in that form, and in the country there 
is otten no culleeaun in a village, except a ycry large one which iii 
kept for the use of the who]p at: the public apartmcl1t. The Afg'hauns 
indemni(y themse1ves t()r their moderation in this respect by the use 
of snuff, to which they are all mueh addicted. Their snuff is a dr'y 
and fiHe powder I ike Seoteh snuff, and it is not kept in flat hoxes like 
ours, but in round or oval ones', formed of the shell of a fruit (which 
they call Balaughoon, and the Indians Uail), and which is imported 
in great quantities from Hindoostan for this purpose. These boxes 
have no lids, but there is a smull hole at the top for pouring out the 
snuff. They are sometimes carved over with exquisite workmanship. 

When a visitor comes in, he salutes the part.y by 8~.ying Assalaum 
Alaikoom, " Peace be unto you," to which they answer, 0 AJaik 
Assslaum, " And unto thee be peace." The ma:iter of the houst' 
then rises, takes the stranger's hand between his own, and addresses 
him." Shu Raughlee, Hureul Rausheh," &e. • .. You arc welcollJc, ma'y 
" .you often {~ome," &c. The stranger replies, •• Shupukheir(:~e," 

" May you prosper." The master of the lh)lISl' then points out a seat 
to his guest, and when they ure seated, inquires after his health, and 
enters on conversation. These ceremonies are always ped()nneo 
even by the poorest Afghauns, but when they are over, no peopJc 
are less ceremonioUs; a certain degree of gravity general1y prevails. 
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but it never excludes fi'ee and cheerful cOlJversation, and is sometimes 
broken in upon by a hearty laugh. 

Th~.v are a sociable people: Besides the large entertainments 
which are given on marriages and similar occasions, they have parties 
of five or six to dine with them, as oilen as they can afford to kill u 
sheep. The guests are received with the ceremonies 1 have described, 
and when a11 have arrived, the master of the house or some of 
his famIly serves everyone with wa.ter to wash his hands, and then 
brings in dinner. It general1y consists of boiled mutton, and the 
broth in which the meat is boiled, with no addition but salt, and 
sometimes pepper. This soup, which they generally eat with bread 
soaked in it., is said to he very palatable. Their drink is butter milk 
or sherbet. In some places, they drink a liquor, made from sheep's 
milk, which has an enlivening, if not an intoxicating quality. During 
dinner, the master Tf>commends his di~hes, presses the guests to cat, 
and tells them not t.o spare, for there is plenty. They say a grace 
bet()re and ailer dinner; und, when all is done, the guests .bless the 
master of t.he homw. Att.er dinner, t1le), sit and smoke, or form a 
circle to tell tales and sing. The old men are the great story tellers. 
Their tales are of Kings and Viziers, of genii and fairies; but, prin~ 
cipaHy of love and war. They are often mixed with songs and verses 
a.nd alWAYS end in a moral. They delight in t.hese tales and songs. 
An sit in silenc(· whil(~ a tale is teHing; und, when it is done, there 
is a general cry of" Ai Shawash 1" t their usual expression of admi
ration. Their songs are mostly about love; but they have numerous 
ballR(ls. celebrating the wars of their tribe, and the exploits of iudi!" 
vidua.l chiel~; As 900n as a chief of any name dies, songs are made 
in honour of his memory. :Besides these songs, some · men ·reci$.e 

Mr. Durie S;IYS of t.he Western Afghauns, "Thf'y arc a sober people, and do not 
laugh much: but they talk a good d<>ul: and !!('('nt familiar amongst tbcmstlv~.·' Attnrtes 
.they Inc I\N merry as a.ny p(.'opll~ in the world." 
. t u All, well donl' \" Perhapll the original words nre" Ai lihauh ba~lb," .Ah, btt.a 
King I At }lucri ludcntcs rex crilii aiunt. 
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odes, or other passages from the poets; and others play the flute, the 
fubauh, (a sort of lute Of guitar), the camauncheh and sa.rindeh, (two 

kinds of fiddles), or the soornaun, which is a species of bautboy. The 
singers usual1y accompany their voice with the rubauh or the fiddle.' 
Their songs are often made by the husband.tnen and shepherds '; 
oftener by professed Shauyers, (a sort oE minstrel, between a poet and 
! ballad-singer); sud, sometimes by authors of reputation, of past or 
present times . 

. The favourite amusement of all the A fghauns is the ehace, wh ich 
is ,followed in various modes according to the nature of the eountry, 
and the ga,me to be pursued. Large parties often assemble on horse
back or on· foot, and form a crescent~ whieh sweeps the country tor a 
great extent, and is sure to rouse whatever game is ill their range. 
They manage so as to drive it into a valley or some other eonvenient 
place ,; when they close in, fall on it with t.heir dogs a,1<1 guns, and 
often kill one or two hundred head of game in a day. Still more 
frequently, a few men go out together with their greyhound:'! nud 
their guns to course hares, foxes, and deer, or shootauy game that 
may fall in their way. 

In some parts of t.he country, they take hares, or perhaps rabbits, 
with ferrets. They shoot deer with stalking bullocks and camels, 
trained to walk between them and the gume, so as to coneeal the 
hunter. In winter, they track wolves, and other wild animals, in the 
snow, and shoot them in their dens. In some places, they dig a hoJe 
in the ground near a spring, and conceal themselves there, to shoot 
the deer and other an imals that come at night to drink. They also go 
out' at night to shoot hyamas, which issue from their dens at that time 
and prowl about in the dark for their prey. They never shoot birds 
flying; but fire with small shot at them, as they are sitting or running 
on the grOUJ1d. They have no hawking, except in the East; but 
they often ride :dQwn partridges in a way which is much easier'of 
execution· than one would imagine. Two or more hOMem-en put up a 
paTtricige,whiehmakes a short, flight and sits down ; a horseman then 
puts it upagain~ The hunters relieve one another, 80 as to allow thp 
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bird no rest, till it becomes too much tired to fly, when they ride it 
over as it runs, OJ' knock it down with sti(:ks. 

Though hunting he a vcry popular amusement throughout the 
whole kingdom, it is most practised by the Western Afghauns ; among 
whom also t.he songs and tales hefore described are found in most 
perteetion, and to whom the .amusemenbs I am about to mention are 
in a great measure confined. Haces are not. uncommon, especiall' 
at marriages. The bridegroom gives a. camel to be run for; twenty 
or thirty horses start, and· they run f()r ten or twelve. miles over the 

v • 

best ground they can find. They have a1Ro private matches; but no 
plates given by the King, as is usual in Persia.. It is a cornman 
amusement with the better sort to tilt with their Junces, in the rest, 
at a wooden peg, stuck in t.he ground, whieh they endeavour to knock 
over, or to pick IIp on tlw point of their spearH. They also practise 
their carbines. and matehlocks on horseback; and, all ranks nre at 
marks, with guns, or with bows and arrows. . On these occasions, 
there are often from ten to twenty of a side,~' lOmetimes men of dif:' 
ferent villages, or <lifierellt quarters of the same. They shoot for 
some stake; commonly ior a dinner, hut. never for any large sum of 
money. Their amusement.s at horne are also "ery nUlnerous, t.hough 
cards arc unknown, and diee hardly ever used. The great delight of 
all the ,V estern Afghauns~ is to dance the Attum o.r Ghoomboor. 
From ten to twenty men or women stand up in a circle, (in Rummer, be
fore their hOUSC3 and tents, and in winter, round a fire); a person stands 
within the circle, to sing, and play on SOlue instrument. The dancers 
go through a number of attitudes and figures; shouting, clapping 
their hand!";, and snapping their fingers. Every now and t.hen t.hey 
join hands, and mov,'! slow or fast, according~ to the music, all joinhllg 
in chorus. When I was shewed this, a love song was sung to an 
extremely pretty tune, very simple, and not unlike a Scottish air. 

Most of their games appear to us very chil~ish, and can scarcely 
be reconciled to their long beards, and grave behaviour. Marbles ale 
played by grown up men, through all the. Afghaun country ·· and 
Persia, and, I believe, in Turkey. A game very generally play~ 
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'llliewomen.wear a shirt like that of the men, ~.t,much.louger. 
It is made' of finer materials, and generally rol<tured,er embllli~efed 
with flowers in silk: in the W cst, it is often entirely of. ~.;" They 
wear coloured, trowlers, tighter than those of t4e men; a~ ?h"~_~f..a 
small. cape of bright coloured silk, embroidered. with, gold,,~, 
which scarcely comes down to the forehead or the ears; .and ,a ,large 
meet,eitiler plain or printed, which they throwov~r: .their :head.s, .lnd 
with which they hide their faces when a 8tranger;a:pplto~be8. ,Iothe 
West the women often tie a black handkerchief roundt;heir beads 
over their caps. They' divide the hair over their faces, and plait:it 
into two, locks, which fasten at the back of their heads. 

Their ornaments a~e strings of Venetian sequins, worn round their 
heads, and chains of gold, or silver, which are hooked.llp over ,the 
forehead., . pass round the he~d, and end in two large balls, whjch 
hang down near the ears.. Ear-rings and rings on the. fingers, are 
also worn, as are pendants in the middle cartilage.of the nO~twhich 
was formerly the custom in Persia, and stin. is in India and Arabia. 
Such is the dress of the married WOOlen, the unmarried aredistin
guished by wearing white trowsers, and by having their hair lqose. 

The conveyances of Mghaunistaun. are so different from· our own, 
that it is 'necesaary to say a few words regarding thetfl} :tholie used in 
commercaand:agriculture, will be mentiollPd .elsewhete •. I;~ere speak 
of tMse employed by travellers. There are no wheel..oarriages.rin the 
Country (or in any part of Persia), and palankeens,.a.re,A.ot w.ed : 
the common waYiof travelling for both-sexes, is onhorseba.cl,t., 'the 
ordinary pace isa very long walk, which carries a horse 'on at: th'e ~e 
of five or six miles .. an hour. Couriets '.a.nd peoPle going loDg·.·~ 
neys, trot; but that\is not a common pace for traveUerstand' it is 
reckoned a proof of levity ina man '''' .the upperdasses. to' . "~, 
unless Oil 80rpe .0CC88iontbat really requires speed . N9 • ..n~ 
of trotting or galloping when he is riding for pleas,ul'~" ,,~r .goi:~lf~ 
ODe house to another.-

h m .... , .,' .; 



HORSES AND THEIR FURNITURE. 241 

There are two sorts of furniture for horses, the Persian 8Ild the 
Uzbek; of which the latter is most used. The Persian bridle is a 
sort of snaffi.e, which instead of cheeks, has two (or four) large rings 
passed through holes in the ends of the snaffle, to receive the reins. 
The snaffie itself has sometimes sharp points to prick the horse's 
mouth when he pulls. This hridle is adorned with siiYer chains and 
other ornaments. The saddje sits near the horse'~ haek, but rises 
much both before and behind, so as to give the rider a strong seat; 
but the peaks are generally so close, as to make, it extreme] y uncom
fortable to those who are not used to ..it. The peak in front· is the 
highest of the two, and is composed of painted wood, gold and silver 
curiously embossed, or gold enamelled, aecording to the circum
stances of the owner. The Uzbek snaffle is exactly like our own, 
except that the cheeks are larger in proportion. The head-stall is 
ornamented with a few gold or silver studs at the joinings, and there 
is an ornament like a flower de luce of the same material in .the angle 
between the nose-band and the cheek-band. Therc is no band acrOS8 
the forehead. The reins both of the Uzbek and Persian bridles are 
narrow, and very neat. They are made of good brown leather, 
and sometimes, but rarely , of green shagreen leather. Martingales 
are not much worn, when they arc, thcy are very loose; they divide 
like our martingales, but do not run on the reins, heing fastened to 
the .cheeks of the bit. The tight standing martingale, wit.h which 
the natives of India tie down their horses' heads, and cramp their 
action, is not known. There is also a breast band, with a large silver 
or gold knob in front, shaped like the cupola of a mosque, and they 
generally Use cruppers. The whole, particularly the Uzbek bridle, is 
v~ry handsome, and shows a90rse off even better th~n our own. The 
pZbek saddle is raised high above the horse's back, by the shape of 
the tree. It is much larger and more commodious than the Persian, 
ana !lot so high either behind or 'before. The peak in £ront is divided 
audtums ·down, 80 as to form .two curls like Ionic volutes .. Neither 
OCtheseaaddles is stuffed below, both are placed on two or three thick 
blaDketa or felts, . and tied on by 'a·· girth which passes through two 



LI'fTER~. 

holes in the lower part of the tree. The Persia,n ~widle, indeed; is 
often merely a tree, like thORe of HUSSU1'S. People who carry pistols 
have holstel's, and those who do not, have'two bags in plac'e of them, 
for carrying a spare horse shoe, or any other little thing they want. 
These bags have a large Hap of embroidered cloth, and with common 
horsemen, of carpeting, which looks very well. The poor have the 
ornaments I have described, made of tiJmed iron, instead of gold or 
silver. There are different kinds of stirrups; the common~st is like 
ourOWIl, except that. the ends of the arch are prolonged beyond the 
bar on'which the foot rests; another, not uncommon, has a flat plate 
of iron."nine inches long, amI four or five hroad, fC:Jr the fi)ot to reSt 
on instead of a bar. Their housings arc confi.nt~d .1,0 ·one piece, which 
reaches from the saddle almos( to the horse's tail, and hangs down a 
good way on (~aeh side. The common people have it of coarse 
black cloth, wrought all over with worsted of different colours, or of 
the skin of a leopard, or other wild heast, but the great have them 
of velvet, with the richest embroidery, and sometimes of cloth,of 
gold, ornamented with jewels, and with pearl fringe. The great also 
have, the pommels of their saddles set 'with jewels, and have all their 
trappings adorned with gold and precious stones, but this is on occa
sions of pomp: in ordinary times they are very Jllain. llorses are 
always led by mounted grooms, not by men on toot as · in India, and 
when the master dismounts at a strange house, the groom mounts 
rus horse till he has finished his visit: this they think good fOr" th~ 
horse. 

'" omen often travel in ~u(~jawas (the sort of hamper already men
tioned), a few of the King's go on elephants, and others in a kind of 
litter. . 

TIle King him~elf has been known to travel on an elephant,and 
more frequently in a kind of litter, called in India,a Nalkee, .whim 
is horne on men's shoulders by poles which pass beneath ,the bottom. 
This is peculiar to the King, but some. few of the noblesare·,~mtitlQd 
to: 1,"ide in a conveyance caUea. a Jauinpaun, which is like ~a shOft., pa... 
lankQell, with an archedtc)p, slun&! on three :Tloles{likewhat is called 
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a Tonj6n in India), and carried high over the ,shoulders of the bearers. 
There are also little inconvenient litters in use in t.he East, t()f :)ick 
people. These are all carried by men, I believe by Hinddos, though 
their long beards and sheep-skin caps give them an ap])earance very 
diffcr~nt from the Hindoos of India. 

The baggage of travellers is carried on camels or mules. 'fhe com
monest of the first sort are thos~ used ill India, which though always 
called camels, are the dromedary of natural historians . . :Mules are 
the best carriage, as they will nearly keep up with a horse at his full 
walk i but they are expensive, and are, therefore, only used by the 
rich. 

There are no posts in Afghaunistaun. The Killg ~ends his dis
patches by mount.ed .couriers, called Chuppers, who make surprising 
jOllrnies, and who are supplied with "fresh horses by the chief~ of 
the places where they happen to require them. It is astonishing what 
ex.ertions these nlen will go through, without any prepnration: but 
that of wrappingdoths round their bodies and limbs, as tight as 
possible, to diminish the soreness of their musdes in the course of a 
fatiguing journey. The King's Chuppers do not carry letters for 
other people; they,are indeed rather a superior cla.ss of men, and 
are often entrusted with important loessages; other people, however, 
hire Chuppers when they want them, and great men keep thenl in 
their constant employ. The · bulk of the people send thej r letters by 
Cosaids (or foot-.messengers), who tra.vel at 1t great rate, and oflcm 
reach Caubul from Peshawer, two hundred and ten miles, in {()lIr 
days. 

There are slaves in Afghaunistaun, as in all l\111s~1l1I11an countries. 
and. I shall now give a short account of their situation . 
. ;,By far the greater part are home-born, but some supplies arere

teived from foreign countries. Abyssinians and Negroes are some
tdmethbrought from Arabia.; the Beloches sell Persians and other 
~ple . whom they seize in their forays; and a good many Caufirs 

. .;e tpur~ from" their own.natian, -or made prisoners by the En .. 
sofzyes on their border. This"Jlowever, is the only instance of~ the 
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Afghauns carrying off' slaves, a practice which they hold in detesta
tion. The Caufir captives are generally wonlen, and they are greatly 
~ought after on account of the remarkable beauty of their, nation. 
The other slaves ate generally employed in menial offices, but, in the 
country, a.nd particularly among the Dooraunee farmers, they are 
also greatly used in agriculture. They are not, however, required to 
supply the place of cattle, as in our ~olonies, but do the same work as 
the fl'eemen. Their treatment in other respects is suitable to this 
practice; they cat with their masters, when in the lower walks of 
life, and are clad in the same manner; they are allowed to have pro
p.erty, and their masters make them presents, buy wives for them, &c. 
They marry the daughters of other slaves, and the owner of the girl 
is entitled to her price; but I ttm told that he generally gives it up 
to her fitther, or bestows it on the girl herself; I. suppose this must 
.be the price of a wife, which is paid bn the part of a' husband, and 
does not impair the master's rights over his slave ; f()t I cannot sup .. 
pose that the owner would consent to lose her services, without being 
paid f()r her, pa.rticularly as marriage would increase her value, since 
her owner would be entitled to her off..,pring. 

I can see no signs of the condition of the slaves employed in agri
culture improving into vilJanage. They, for the most part, Hvein 
their master's house; but even when the fieJd on whi(~h they work 
is so distant, a~ to require their having a hut or a, tent there, they are 
not at all attached to the soil, and are moved from field to field 8.B 

occasion requires; they arc not, indeed, in sufficient numbers to allow 
of t.heir being a.ttached to particular spots. They have no share in 
the produce of their labour, and are kept to work by the attention of 
the owner alone, or of some freemen iuterested in the work. 'llley 
are seldom beaten. Grown up slaves belonging" to people in mode
rate circumstallces, consider themsdves as part of the family, and 
perceive that they must labour in order to enable their master to 
support them, as well as to tnaintain himself. Female slaves al'e 
kept as concubines, are maids to the mjstress of the house, ·.g;r,.in .·DOR 
families assist her in her domestic laboUR. 
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Among the U zbeks, the master often. agrees to enfranchise his 
slave, when he can pay a certain sum; or promises to do so, if he 
will serve well f()f a certain number of years, The magistrate en
furces these engagements. The Afghauns and Persians, on the con
trary, th ink it a disgrace to release a slave for nlOlle)" but they often 
give them their libprty for good service, or elnancipate them OB their 
death-beds. I have heard of a great Khaun who thought he was 
dying, and desired all his slaves who had any dislike to his son, to 
come and receive from him a paper, setting them free in the legal 
f()rms. The Afghauns hav~ always a gren.t horror at making people 
slaves; they revile the ITzbeks f()r this practice, and apply to them 
with great disgust, the appellation of Audam f~lfosh, or sellers of 
men. 

An author, by no means partial to the Afghauns, bears testimony 
to this way of thinking among them; but as the hulk of their slaves 
are descended frmIl captives taken in their early campaigns against 
the Hindoos, I suspect that their barbarous religion encourages them 
to practise towards idolaters the very crime which they so much abhor 
when the sufferer is a true believer. 

The Afghaun women are described as large (compared to those of 
India), and very fair and handsome. 
. The men are all of a robust make, aild are generally lean, though 

bony and muscular. 'I11ey have high noses, high cheek bonps, and 
long &ces. Their hair and beards are generally black, sometimett 

1'he following passage from Pen· Krusinski, is that 1l1ludt.'t1 to in the tt~xt. "Lt· 
" traiteulCnt.qu'ils (les AgvlUli;) ii.mt a ccux (Jui d,"vienlH'nt leur eaptHs par 1(, droit d(~ 1a 
" guerre n8 ricn de Ia barbul'ic de III plupart. des ~LUtrc8 uatioJ)s elt' J'oricnt. ill' rt.-gru:dent 
4' comille nne inlmmanitc at-roce, et dont iJ" ont horreur, l'UI~agc de ('eux qu'iles v('ndent 
")!IatU'lesclavei. Il est bien vrai qu'i1s se font servir par eux; mais outre qUl' dans Ie tems 
"~leme: d~ leur ~ervitude" ils les traitent avec bonte et en 011t du soin; iltl ne manquent 
" ~amaiil pour peu qu'ils cn soient contt~Dt~ de leur relldrc Ia liberte ~ bout d'un ct'rtain 
., (ems ~ 'aritant diffcrens dei; autres peupies de l' Asic a eet egard qui'ls Ie sont du d')tL' de.!t 
't,~ mre'UT'iJ.tf

, " 

.IiIiaoiI'e de 18 derniere Revolution dePene, tome- i. page 166, 167. 
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brown, and rarely red. Their hair is always coa,rse and strong: they 
shave the middle part of the head~ but weur the rest of their hair. 
The tribes near towns wear it short, but the rest have long and large 
locks hanging down on eaeh side of the head. They wea,r]ong and 
thick beards. T.heir countenance has an expression of manliness and 
deliberation, united tq an air of simplicity, not allied to weakness. 
The eastern A fghauns have the nati~nal features most strongly 
marked; though they have least of the expression above alluded to. 
The lineaments of the western tribes are less distinct, and exhibit a 
much greater variety of countenance~ sbme of them having blunt 
features, entirely different fi'om those I have deseribed; their high 
check hones, however, never leave them. The western Afghauns are 
larger and stouter than those of the east, and ~onre Dooraunees and 
Ghiljies are of surprising strength and stature; hut generally speak
ing, the Afghauns are not so tall as the English. 

The eastern Afghauns have generally dark complexions, approach
ing to that of the Hindoostaullees; \vhile those of the west are olive, 
with a healthy colour and appearance; but among them, as among 
the eastern Afghauns, mf'n as swarthy as Indians, and ot hers as fair 
as Europeans, are to be met with in the same neighbourhood: the 
fair are by much the most common in the west, and the dark in the 
east. 

Besides this difference, which is ereated by dimate, the eastern 
and western Afghauns are distinguished by other peculiarities, which 
appear in general to arise from the different quarters from which the 
two divisions have acquired their manners. 

Those of the west have derived their civilization from the Pertfians, 
and those of the east fl'om the India.ns, and cadi resembles in dress 
and manners the people with ~hich it is thus connected; while the 
inhabitants of the central part of the south~ equa}]y remote from both 
of the great empires to which I have alluded, and at a distance from 
great roads, appear· to have retained the original habits of their O'fll 

nation. From the superior extent of the country inhaltited~".e 
western tribes, and from the supremacy which two of those tribes 
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have a~ different times maintained over the whole, the Persian dress, 
manners, nnd language decidedly prevail in the nation,· and arerecog
nised even in those parts where the Indian customs have acqliired 
most foree. It is to be observed, that every thing borrowed from the 
Persians and Indians, is preserved as it was at the time when first 
adopted, and consequently varies cOllsiderably from the actual prac
tice of both countries ill these days. The Indian dress and customs 
are those of Shauh ,lehaun's days; aud the Persian, those of the 
time of Naudir Shauh. Though the latter period is hy much the 
shortest, the great change which has takeu place ill I)ersia, makes the 
contrast more striking than in the other case. 

The manners of the Afghanlls are frank and open. Though nIHil]Y 

and independent, they are entirely free from that affectat ion of mili
tary pride and ferocity, which is so conspicllollS in their deseClldants 
the Pitans of India. When their address is bad, it is rUl'ltie, hut never 
fierce or in~olent: the Indian Pitans seem to have copied the peculiar 
manners of the Eusofzyes, to whom a haughty and arrogant carriage 
is natural. About towns the Afghauns are in some degree polished~ 
and . shew reRpect to superiors, hut in man.Y parts of the country they 
are plain, and make little distinction of ranks; they all, however, 
shew great reverence f(>r old age. 

Though the Afghauns have that ease of mamH:~r which strikes every 
oQserver, in comparing the behaviour of Asiatics with thai of Euro.· 
peans, yet it is not unCOlnmon t~ find them bashful; a del{>ct whil~h 

Then! cannot be R. greater mistake than to suppose that. ('astt>rll llution!ol rft'v('r 
dumge their fashions. Our present dn'S!oI is at least Ill' like that of Charles the Se('ond'~ 
reign, hS the present dress of til(' Persians is to that worn when Chal'dilJ travell(,<i. 
No less tt change has taken place in India: the jokes of til<' young courtit'rs of Ddly 
.on thqo~d fWihiont,>(1 dress and manners uf Nizmn 001 Moolk, hud efiects that make 
a .fig.ure in ' history: and ~ the dress of the Mogul noblemen at Delly, ana ill the 
Deccan, mllst have be<~n the same eighty or ninety YCttl'S ago, flnd arc now quite 
different, it is evident one or. other must have changed, if -not both. The truth .is, 
£P,~n"trav41ler.li do· not percdvc l;light changes ill a dresi entirely diff<"rent (i'om 
their 9W11. • , '. 
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I !tave never witnessed in any otbe:r Asiatic. Except on formal oc
casions, they use a good deal of gesture, hut it is always of a grave 
kind, such. as stretching out the arm, and bending forward the body. 
They have, perhaps, more of this kind of action than the Persians, 
though not near so lively a people; but they by no means equal the 
gesticulation of the Indians. ~ 

They are also free from that puerility which is, perhaps, the distin
guishing characteristic of the last-mentioned people. I found their 
conversation and their inquiries, though not enlarged, always rational, 
and they did not seem much delighted with those baubles which 
generally form the most acceptable presents in India. 

The Afghauns are accused by the Persians of ignorance and bar
barism; stupidity is indeed the proverbial reproach of all Kboraa.
saUIl. They certainly have neither the refinement nor the subtlety 
of their western neighbours, and their want of much intercourse with 
foreign nations, undoubtedly narrows their views, and, on some sub
jects, contracts their understandings; but from their state of society, 
in which every man is obliged to protect his own rigbts, and where 
he is, at the same time, of some importance to the community, their 
faculties must be a good deal exerted and improved.; and accordingly 
the bulk of the people are remarkable for prudence, good sense, and 
observation. They have also a degree of curiosity which is a relief to 
a. person habituated to the apathy of the. Indians. They always 
IIhewed a desire to be informed about the state of countries at a. 
aistance from their own, and some were very anxious to im-

• 
prove themselves by acquiring a knowledge of our sciences. I gave 
a sllort a.ceount of the Copernican system (which was published in 

I may be allowe<l, in comparing them with a foreign nation, to speak of the 
inhabitants of this vast empire /l.'! one people; but it must not be forgotten that there 
i8 a gretLt diversity among the Indians themselves: thus the tall and well made Hin
d08taunee speaks e~tremt:Jy slow, and, though he uses a good deal of gesture, does not 
approach to the violence of action employed by the Ilmall, black, and 8hrivelled inhabi: 
taut of the Carnll.tic, who speaks on the most trifling subject with a degree of volubility 
and eagernes8 to which no occasion could route an Englilhman. 
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Persiam by Dr. Hunter), to a Moollah who 8ocompanied me to Cnl
cutta, and two years after his return I received a list of .queries ad
dressed to the Newtonianaun English (English Newt.oniaus), requir
ing an explkation of some parts of the system which had embarassed 
the learned at PeRhawer. "* 

While in Calcutta, ] carried a great many Afghauns, of all ranks, 
from Moollahs to grooms, to see the arsenal, to visit ships, and to 
some other sights which were new to them, and it was extremely 
pleasing to see the interest they took in every thing, and the gratifi
~tion they received. One of thu MooUahs, however, was greatly 
disappointed in not finding the wheel used f()r boring cannon turned 
by steam, as he had read in the travels of Meerza Abo() Tau.Jjb, was 
the case in England. 1 have otten seen natives of India at spectacles 
of the same nature, and though they always were polite enough to 

elXpress much admiration, they did it with a cahnness that showed 
how little they were interested, while the questions which they Rome
times asked, were of such a nature as to leave no doubt that their 
on1yobject was to keep up (xHlversation. t 

All communication with the Afghauns is rendered a:.,rreeable, by 
the dependence which can be placed on what they ~ay. 'Though they 
.are far behind Europeans in veracity, and would seldom scruple to 
deceive both in statements and promises, if their own interest were 
to be promoted by their dishonesty, yet they have not that indiffi~r
ence to truth~ and that style of habitual and gratuitoulo! falsehood 
which astonishes an European in natives of India and Persia: n man 
of the first nation seems incapable of observing any thing accurately, 
and, 'one of the second of describing it truly; but un.less some preju ... 
dice can be difjcovered to mislead the observer, or some motive is 

.. My, own ignorance of the subject, and die difficulty of tindiug a penon here, 
who is botb a Persian scbolar and a mathematician, has hitherto prevented my reply-
ing to this paper. ' 

1" The" Persians are too acute and intelligent to have any ·of this insenAibility, but 
they are too full of themaelveti to be very CUt'iOU8 about other nations, 



CHARACTER. 

apparent for misrepresenting the truth, one may generally rely on the 
Afghauns both fcn' correctness and fidelity. 

An the Afghauns are remarkably hardy and active. From the na.
tUfe of their country, they are exposed to the D('eessity of enduring 
cold and heat, and accustomed to the exertion of climbing mountains, 
making'long journies on foot and on horsehack, and swimming broad 
and rapid torrents. Nor is this confined to the lower orders, or to 
men' in the vigour of youth. As there is no casier conveyance in the 
country than a horse, aJ] ranks aequire these habits: so that old 
Meerzas (or secretaries), . who seem hardly able to sit 011 horsehack, 
will ride at a good paee up and d()wn the steepest and roughest 
passes, or along the edge of precipiees, where one is ahnost afraid to 
walk. Almost all of them are, how eve I', impatient of hot climates; 
and, when on (:ampaign~i in india., the approaeh of summer us{,,>tl to 
thin their armies by desertions, {~ven in the vigorous reign of Ahmed 
Shauh. This is the more sUfJn;sing, when it is remembered how 
much of the Afghaun country is in a hot clinlate. 

~'hcy are industrious and laborious, when pursuing any object of 
business or pleasure. No people are more diligent in husbandry, and 
many of them nre indetittigable in the chace; but when not so ex
cited, they are indolent. 

The love of gain !oIeems to be their ruling passion; most of the 
Dooraunee chiefs prcti~r hoarding up t.heir great hut useless treasures, 
to the power, reputation, and esteem, whi{~h the circumstances of the 
times would ellahle them to cornmand by a moderate lih~~ra)ity. The 
influence of money on the whole nution, is spoken of by those who 
know them best, as boundless, and it if.! not denied bv themselves. 

" 
Their love of independence has nlready been noticed as influencing 

their goverllmeIlt, it appears in some shape in most of their opinions 
and transactions. Their highest praise, in speaking of a well governed 
country ~ is, that " every man eats the produce of his own ·field," and 
that " nobody has any concern with his neighbour." , 

-_._--_._ ... _._------_ .. _-_._----_._-_._._-_._---------~-

Khood nI('ckuIITlmd, khO(l(l meekhoorunu. Kussbau' kussee ghurruz ncduul'ud, 
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This love of personal independence is, however, very remote from 
selfishness. The nature of their sodety, where power COJlsists in the 
number of a man's relations, produces a very strollg attachment be
tween members of the same tiunily, and there is no Afghaun who 
would not shew his devotion to his clan, if he saw it engaged in any 
contest. I must except from what. I say of family attachment, the 
rivalry which the elections of chiefs occasion in the head fil.mili('~, the 
force of blood is never much felt among kings; and the chieiship of a 
little tribe is as elevated a station in the eyes of those \IV ho eontend 
for it as a crown among great princes. This does not indt.'Cd happen 
among. brothers, but it is so remarkable in more distant relations, that 
Turboor, which literally means a cousin, is now the common word in ., 
Pushtoo for a rival. I have already shewn how their clannish spirit 
diminishes their general patriotism, but they all t.ake H lively interest 
in the Nung du Pooshtaunelt, or honour of the Afglu:tllH flame; a.nd 
th(~'y are extremely attaehed to the eountry that gave them. birth, . and 
to tllf~ scenes of their early pleasures. A native of tlu~ wild valley of 
Speiga, north-east of Ghu7.nec, who was obliged to fly his country 
for some ofience, was Ol1ce giving me an account of his travels, he 
concluded by enumerat ing the countries he had visited, and by com .. 
paring them with his own: " I have seen all Persia and India. Goor
"gia, TaT'tary, and Belochestaun, but I have seen no such place as 

" Speiga in aU m'y travels." 
The'y are all ver'y proud of their dcscellt.; a. great part of t.heir 

histories is taken up by genealogies: they will hardly ul'knowkdge a 
man for an Afghaun, who cannot. make his proofs uy goiug IJltck six 
or seven generations; and even in their ordinary cOllversation, they 
often stop to enumerate the fc)refathers of any IlI,:'J'son who happ{~ns 

to be mentioned. * 
-------~.---- ....• -~--.-- ...• -.. . ... , 

" I rcrntmlber a striking instance of thit; in Ii Douiutkhail, wbom I Wi8hcd to intcrro
,ate about Tuk in Damaun, tlw dlief town of his tribe; ht' bC'gnn his IlIlSWer, H Tllk i!' 
" the city of' SurwllT, the lion of K nttllu\ KhaulI , t he ~~m of Selcem Khaun, tllC' "on 01' 
"Meer $ooltaunKhaun, the son of Shnuh Aulum Khaun, the SOli of Mahommed Ze-
4' maun I<haun, thellOJl of Zufier K~Il, the !;On of Khaul\ Zt.' lllIlU)l. who livt.~j in th., 
" reign of Jehaungeer, the ofl8pring of Timour the Lame." 

K K 2 
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. They are all kind to their inUllediate dependents, of whatever na
tion or religion, but the case is different with people who are under 
their authority., without being personally connected with them. The 
countries whieh are completely subdued, as Cashmecr and the pro
vinces on the Indus, suffer much ii·om the rapacity of inciiyitiuals, 
and if they do not often undergo the extremes of tyranny, it is only 
because wanton cruelty and insolence a.re llO part of the AfghaWl 
character. 

Their independence and pretensions to cquality make them view 
the el.evation of their neighbours with jealousy, and (''Onullunicates a 
deep tinge of envy to t.heir disposition. The idea that they are 
neglected and passed over, while their equals are attended to, will 
lead them to renounce a friendship of long standing, or a party to 
which they have been zealously attached. Unless, however, they 
meet with particular wrongs or insults, they are suid to he faithful in 
friendshjp. once f()rmed, and mindful of tilVollrs, if not effaced by 
subsequent slights. ] can answer for this peculiarity in their charac
ter, that they will do any thing that is wanted. of them with much 
more zen1, jf a pre~.;ent is made to them in ltdvance, than if it is with
held in the hope of' quj(',kening them by expectancy. 

It may be foreseen from their customs, which make private revenge 
a duty, that the,} will long retain the remembrance of injuries; but 
this is true only of such serious injuries as they are bowul in honour 
to retaliate; in affitit,s of' less consequence, they are neither irritable 
nor implacable. 

I know no people in Asia who have fewer vices, or are less volup
tuous or debauched; but this is most · remarkable in the west: the 
people of town;.; are acquirillg ·a taste f(:>r deuauchery, and those in 
the north-east of thc country, arc alrea(ly fur from being pure. The 
Afghauns themselves complain of the eorruption of manners, and of 
the decline of sincerity and good faith, and say that their nation is 
assimilating to the Persians. Their sentiments and. conduct towards 
that nation, great.l y rese~lbl{~ those which we discovered some years 
3go towards the French. Their national antipathy, and a strong 
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sense of their own superiority, do not prevent their imitating Persian 
manners, while they declaim against the practice, as depraving their 
own. They arc fully sensible of the advantage whic.h Persia has over 
them at present, from the comparativ(~ union and vigour of her coun
cils, and they regard the increase of her power with SOlTIl' d{'\gree of 
apprehension, which is diminished by their inattention to tht' flit nrc, 
and by their confidence in themselves. To sum up the ehaJ'lteter of 
the Afghauns in a few words; their vices are n~\'enge, envy, avarice, 
rapaeity, and obstinacy; on the other hand, tlll'y are f<mel of liberty, 
faithfid to their friends, kind to their dep(31Hiant8, hospitable, brave, 
hardy, frugal, laborious, and prudent; and they al'e less disposed than 
the nations in their neighbourhood to falsehood, intrigue. and deceit. 
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OF THE JNUADITANTS OF TOWNS. 

I HAVE hitherto confined myself to those points of character or 
manners which apply to the whole, or nearly the whole, of the 

Afghaun nation. I shall now proceed to de3cribe the peculiarities of 
the different dasses of whieh it is composed. Enough has been said, 
ftlT t.he present, of the difference between the eastern and western 
Afghauns; some particular orders of men have also heen illcidl->ntally 
described; and t.he pastoral and agricultural classes will be spoken of 
in great. detail hereafter. The first description of people whom I 
have now to examine, arc, therefore, the in habitants of towns; and here 
one is struck with the circumstance, that the greater part of this branch 
of the population is not composed of Afghauns. It may seem strange to 
a person in Europe, that the towns should not be inhabited by the 
masters of the country, yet such was the case in England after the 
Norman invasion, and sueh it still is in U .zbek, Tartary, and in some 
measure in Persia; and probably the reason has in all cases heen the 
same; the ruling nation has thought it degrading to pursue the trades 
which assem hIe men in towns, and none have resided there but great 
men and their retainers, who are drawn t.hit.her by the court; ac
cordingly, the only Afghauns who reside in towns, are great men and 
their followers, soldiers, Moollahs, a few who follow commeree (a pur
suit not despised among this people), and some of the poorest of the 
nation, who work as labourers. N.o Afghaun ever keeps a Rhop, or 
exercises any handicraft trade. The greater part of the peopl~ em
ployed in these occupations, are Taujiks, a nation who are intermixed 
with the Afghauns in great numbers, throughout all the western part 
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of their countrv, and ' who 'are found 'even in the east; where, how-.' 
ever, the trades alluded to, are more frequently exercised by Hind-
kees, a people of Indian origin, who are scattered over t.hat part of 
Afghaunistaun, as the Taujiks are in the west. These nations, and 
the other" which contribute to the popuJation of Afgluum towns, will 
be consid(~red as dist.inct races, after I have described the Afghaulls; 
at present I have only to speak of the place they occupy as citizens 
of those towns. In this point of view, we find them divided into 
bankers, merchants, artisans, and labourers. 

The prohibition in the Koraun against lVlussulmans tft.king interest, 
makes most of the business of banking fall into the hands of Hindoos, 
whbse wary and penurious habits suit them admirably t(>r the t.r:.ide. 
They derive their profits from lending money, which they do at an 
enormous. interest, hy negociating bills of exchange, and hy transac
tions connected with the fluctuations of the exehange in the place 
where they reside. They also mix trade and agency with their regu
lar banking business. Another source of profit arises fi'om advancing 
,lJloney to government for bills on the rev~nue of provinces, and this 
hazardous speculation is recommendeclby a premium, always large, 
and inereasing wifh the risk of non-payment. Some of the bankers 
are very rieh, but there are numberless little shops set up with very 
small capitals, which practise the samE" t.fade as the great ones, among 
the poor people of t.heir particular neighbourhood. 

When I was at Peshawer, the bankers thought: it ne('(~ssa,.'y to 
{~onceal their wealth; and one, who took up my bills, for t.he J)Urp()fl~ 
of remitting his property to India., would only make his payments in· 
the night, when he dug up his money, and paid it to my treasurer 
with the utmost secrecy. But these precautions were not taken from 
any present danger so much as with a vie\\' to lilturity, as Peshawer 
wa.s on t.he eve of a revolution, which had already comnH'ne.ed in the 
West. At that very time, the bankers had great confidence in the 
government of Shaull Shujau, and looked with terror to the prospect 
'of its subversion. No exaction~ were ever made on them, notwith
~tanding the King's urgent .wants; and, in all t.ransactions with 




