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CHAP .. IV, 

THE REVENUE. 

THE whole revenue of the Caubul· government, in settled times, 
may be reckoned at something near three crores * of rupees; 

but of this upwards of a crore is remitted to different half-subdued 
princes, who are content to hold their revenue as a grant of the 
King's, but who never would have consented to give it up to him. 
This description of revenue cannot be considered among the King of 
Caubul's resources. 

The real revenue falls a good deal within two c,rores. 
Of this a great part (about half) is assigned in Tecool (Jageer), 

most of it was granted on condition of military service, ~nd the bene­
fit which the King derives from it will appear in the .account of his 
army 0; the rest is allotted to maintain the Moollahs or religious 
officers, or given in charity to dervises and Syuds. 

The remaining sum was received by the King till the breaking out 
of the present troubles. By the best accounts, it amounted to upwards 
of nine million of rupees. 

The principal source of the King's income' is t~e land revenue, 
which is assessed on. the produce according to fixed proportions, 
which vary with the nature 9f bhe iand, and are different in different 
provinces. Some of the Afghaun tribes, and of the remoter provinceij, 
are not subject to this mode of assessment, but pay a fixed sum Qnnu­
ally. The other sources of the revenue are the town duties anq 

--. - .-.---- - --- --- -.---------.~ ----

A crore of rupt.'eS it> about a million of pounds sterling. 



REVENUE. 525 

customs; the produce of the royal demesne; the produce of fines 
and. forfeitures; the profits of the mint, and perhaps some other 
trifling receipts. 

The provisions supplied to the KIng's household, and part of his 
army, by the people through who~e country he passes, even when they 
are not subject to the payment of revenue, must also be reckoned 
among the resources of the state. 

Besides the above, another less fixed branch of revenue is created 
by accepting of the commutations in money tc)r the troops which 
ought to be furnished by particular districts and tribes. Fines were 
at all times levied from Haukims on their appointnlCut to profitahle 
districts, and in these unsettled times, an ullRvowed profit is deri'Ved 
from the sale of offices. 

The land revenue is collected. by the head man of each village, and 
paid in some cases through the head of his tribe, and in others 
directly to the Haukim or his agents. The Haukirn generally farms 
the revenue of' his province £I'om government, and lets out that of the 
districts under him. Once a year, he gives in his accounts, which 
pass through several officers before they receive the King's approba­
tion. The expences of management, t1te assignments that have been 
given on the province, the price of articles commissioned by the 
King, and similar charges, are struck off, and the balance is ei.ther 
sent to the treasury, or more frequently, orders, equal to its amonnt, 
are given to the troops, and others who have daims 011 govprnnwnt. 

Both in the course of the collection.s and of the payments, when 
they are made in this last manner, great peculation is practised by 
the Haukim.· . 

The smaller provinces, under military Sirda~s, are not ftu"rned. 
The King~s principal expences are the payment of the army, the 

household, the court establishment, and the c1,erg} . 
Theexpences of the army are small in comparison to its strength, 

from the number of Tecools appropriated to maintain it. . 
The eJt.pences of the household are in some measure lightened by 

the payment in grain, sheep, und cattle, appropriated to that brunch. 
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The pay of the great civil offioers is small.- They are in a great 
measnre maintained by bribes and perquisites, which, although they 
have- the most pernicious effect on the resources of the state, do not 
diminish the revenue actually brought to account. 

The Moollahs are paid by Teooo~N, or receive orders on Haukims, 
or money from the tr.easury; the expenee is said to be considerable. 

The whole expence of the King of Caubul, exclusive of that ode­
fi'ayed by Tecools, &c. was not Jnuch above half a crore of rupees in 
quiet years; and what remained of the revenue, used to be kept as a 
fund for extraordinary expenees. 

The treasures of the crown have long since been dissipated, and 
the only wealth the King posses;,es consists in a very valuable collec­
tion of jewels, which, although greatly diminished since Timoor 
Shauh's reign, has in SOlne measure been preserved by the difficulty 
of finding purchasers to whorn parts of it might have been transferred 
during the distresses of the government. 
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CHAP. V 

.111STICE AND POLICE OF TlIP. KIN(;nO:\J. 

JUSTICE is ~(1ministered 'in ~~iticsby the Ca~lzee, the 1\1ooftees, 
the Ameem Mehkemeh, and the Darogh~l of the Adawlut. 

In civil suits, the Cauzy rect.·ives complaints anll sends a SUml1l01lS 

by an officer of hilS own to the defendant. The cause is t ried ace()rd~ 
ing to the rules .and i())'ms prescribed by the Shirra, or ]\laholllHwdan 
law, modified- by certain acknowledged parts of the Pooshto(Jllwullee, 
or customary law. In douhtful cases, the l\footiees give their law 
opinion supported by quotations ii'om hooks t)f authority. 

The Cauzy's orders are llever disoheyc(l; it being rcekoll(~d im­
pious to refuse to conform to the Shirra. If he should be resil')ted, it 
is the duty of the Sirdar to enforce his lkcrce. 

The Amecni .l\lehkemeh reeeivcs eha:rge of depo!oiits. 
The Darogha i Aunwlut js supervisor over the whole., and his duty 

is to see that, all proceedings Hrc conf(H'lnable to law. 
In criminal complaints, the rules arc nearly the sanH·', hut the 

practioe is different. Criminals are generally first brought to the Sir­
dar, and, the Cauzy's sentence, in all important cases, is ('x\ 'clI1cd 

by him: this gives the Sirdar a degfee of power, which is particuJarly 

felt when he disagrees with the Cauzee. , 
,Where the King happens to reside, eriminal complnillt.s are made 

tQ ,him. , In trifling matters, he refers them to the Cauzy, or ,desires 
the Arzheg.ee.(the officer through whom representations are mude to 

ltiJn) to settle them: serious complaints are always ref~~rred to. t.he 
c.uzy, and the King orders the sentence to be executed, after a 
formal ,protestation, that the guilt of it, if unjust, is on the head of the 
:ilJdg~. , 
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There are Cauzees in an considerable towns in the Caubul domi­
nions~ and they have deputies over the whole country~ except that of 
the three or foul' tribes. who are 'reckoned to be in open rebellion. 

The Cauzces no where interpose unless an applicati9n is made to 
them: this happens more rarely, in the more remote parts of the 
country, where they are chiefly appealed to in civil cases. When a, 
crime is not acknowledged by the aceused, it is alw.ays referred to the 
.Cauzy, but acknowledged crimes ar~ :tnDst frequent!), decided on by 
Jirgas, in the manner already described. 

The usefulness of the Cauzees' courts is in a great measure destroyed 
.by the corruption which prevails in them; and, in towns and their 
neighbourhood, justice is (urthe! impeded by the power and influence 
of the great. 

The Cauzees are appointed by the Kil1g, at the recommendation 
of the Imaum of the household. 

A few only have srtlaries from the treasury. There is, howeverl 

in some placeR, if not in all, a small tax imposed on every family in 
the district, which goes entirely to the Cauzy. They have · also fees 
on marriages; on affixing their ' seals to deeds; and perhaps on the 
causes they decide. . 

The Mooftees have a fee on every opinion they give.; but this can­
not by itself be enough to maintain them. 

The police of towns is nlanaged under the Sirdar by the Meershub, 
the Mohteseb, and the Darogha of the Bazars. 

The l\feCJ:shub answers to the Cl1twal in India. H&has watchmen 
under him called Kishikchees, wllO are p03ted on different guards in 
the town. In Peshawer, and probably in other towns, th~re are many 
other watchmen paid by the people of t~e ward which they guard. 
The Meershub goes the rounds at night, and takes up thieves, dis­
turbers of the peace, and offenders against morals. Beth the Meer­
shubs and the Moht~ibs are odious and discreditable offices; and 
they are prohably the source of much oppression. In Peshawer, at 
least, the l\leershub paid an annual 8U~ for his office, and e:t(torted 
fees from gaming-houses, wine-shops, ~el:Bons whom he took up on 
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suspicion, and· from the few hOllses of ill fame that are tolerat.ed 
taere. 

The 'Mohtesi~ inflicts the puni~hments prescribed by the Mussul. 
man law, on persons who drink wine, or are guilty of similar irregu­
larities: in Peshawer he does thf; duty of the Darogha of the Bazars. 

There s,re Mohtesibs who go circuits twice or thrice a year in the 
country, and inspect the conduct of the inhabitants. 

The Mohtesibs in towns have pay, and are entitled to a, small tax 
on shops. 

Those in the country levy their annual fees when on their circuits, 
The Mohtesib is always a Moollah. 

The Darogha of the Buars fixes prices, and superintends wej;ghts 
and measures: under him there is a head of each trade, called Cud­
khoodah or Heeshsufeed, who is also employed in levying the taKes. 
_ In the King's palaces and in camps there is !l Cauzee ABker. or 
Judge of' the army, and l\1ohtesib of the army, who do the 88me 
duties AS those in towns. 

In the country the people to whom the land belongs are answerable 
for the police. In cases of robbery and theil, if the chief of th(~ 
village, or of the division of a tribe, in whose lands the crime was 
committed, fail to produce the thief~ he pays the value of the proper.ty 
,stolen,. and levies it on tbe peOple under him. 

In dangerous roads that are much frequented, there are parties 
stationed to protect travellers; these are provided by the Khaun of 
the tribe in whose lands ,the road lies, but are paid by the King. 

The police is after all very bad. In many parts of the kingdom, 
trawlers enjoy security by engaging an escort of the tribe, or by 
paying customs to its chief; but the King can do little to protect 
tJIem,exeept by 1gending tr<>ops to ravage the lands of notoriously 
predatory tribes, and to bring in the chiefs. The police does not 
interlerein murders for retaliatioll, excep.t in towns and their 
vicinity. 
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THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 

THE established army consists of Dooraunees, Gholaumi Shauhs, 
and Karra N okm'; there is also a sort of militia .ealled 

Eeljauree, which is called out on extraordinary occasions; and 
volunteers are entertained in actual war under the denomination of 
Dawatullub. 

The Dooraunee {:lans are obliged to furnish nearly twelve thousan~ 
men, as the condition on which they hold their Teoools, or rent-free 
lands, granted them by Ahmed Shah and Nauclir. In addition to 
those, they receive three months pay in dle year when on actual 
service. This is a sum equal to Ii 10, which, with their lands, is 
reckoned to make their whole pay equal to R. 40 per annum. 

They !ire called out by the King's order, issued to the chief~of each 
clan, and by him notified to the Khaims nnder him. Theyassemble 
the men due by their severa1 subdivisions, and bring them to the 
place appointed for the rendezvous of the army, where the v are 
mustered and registered before the King. 

The men of each clan form a separate corps; called Dusteh" sub­
divided and commanded according to descent, as in the civil arrtmge­
ment of the clan. 

The greater part of the Dooraunees on1y attend the' King dur~g 
military operations. 

In wars carried on near the :Dooraunee .country, the ,King 'C01ild 
raise as many Doo:aftnees as he could pay. 

The establishment of the Gholaum Khauneh, or' corps OfGhoiaumi 
Shauhs, is upwards of thirteen thousang men. 
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. It was first formed by Ahmed Shah~ of the different foreigners 
whom he found established in the Dooraunee country, and of the " . 
troops of Naudir's army and other Persians who attached themselves 
to the Douraunee government. 

He afterwards recruited th~m .from the Taujiks of Caubul and the 
districts round ~t. An arrangement" has sinec been made with the 
chiefs round Caubul and Peshawer, it)r supplying men from their 
tribes for this corps, and receiving payment by assignments of land. 

The Cuzzilbaushes, who f(wm about a third of the Gholaum 
Khanneh, are the best part of the whole. Though they have been 
RO long settled in Caubul, ltnd have engaged ill trades, they' still 
retain their original character of military adventurers;' being go(')d 
troops on service, but more thoughtless and debauched than t.~ven 
their countrymen in Persia . 
. They are more faithful than the Nghauns in civil wan, knnwing 
that they may at some time be in the power of any prince they 
offimd; and that one party will be less exasperated by their tidelity 
to its adversaries, than the other would be at their perfidy in desert­
ing it. 

The Gholaums suffer more hardship than any troops in the army. 
They enlist for perpetual service, and they have n~) mealUl of obtain­
ing redress of grievances, or even of securing their regular payment. 
Ifhe could"pay them regularly, the King could probably raise double 
the number from the Taujiks round Caoonl. 

, The Gholaums are divided into Dustehs, commanded by ()ffictr~ 
Darned Koolet Aghausses. These officers are commonly dependent.s 
.of'the King's, and fTequent1y Peshkhedmuts (personal attendants) and 
hunuchs. ' . 
,· 'Th.e·number"of lJUfiltebs is generally ·trom eight to ten: their 
strength is various. 

:>tThe perrn&nent troops, besides 'the Gholaums, are the Shaheen­
cheeR, men "mounted on camels which carI:Y large swivels. They are 
reckOned.atsewen or eight hundred. 

The King of Caubul is said to have many guns, but Shauh ~ Shuja 
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had only five, when he took the field at Peshawet' in 18t>9. They 
were much worse in all respects than any I have tWer seen among the 
native armies of India. 

The ,King ha~ a guard of a few hundred Hindostaunee Sepoys, 
which mounts at the gate of the Haralll.They are dr~ssed in imita­
tion of our Sepoys, but seem to have no discipline. 

The irregular infantry, who garrison forts, iue paid from the 
revenue of-the province they are situated in. There were only ope­
hundred and fifty at most in the fi)rt of' Attock. 

The troops kept up'by govenlOrs of provinces, have been ,men .. 
tion~d (where it could he ascertained) in the account of the provincel. 
They can seldom be employed, except in wars carried on in the pro-. 
vince or its neighbourhood. 

"The Karra Nokur are fl.trnished in time of war by the owners ()f 
land; at a rate fixed in former times~ The expence of this service 
was provided fOr by a remission 'Of revenue at the first.settlement. 
The numbers vary; the courtiers pretend that a mall is due for each 
plough ;··and the tribes near Caubul, perhaps illrnish the number due 
on that principle: the more powerful, or morA remote tribes supply 
a much smaller proportion, and some none at all. The. Tal\Jiks fur­
nish a greater proportion than the Afghauns. On tbewhole, the 
number furnished is less than that -either of the - Dooraunees Ol' 

Gholaums. 
They are formed into Dustehs, and commanded by Dooraunee 

Sirdars; probably by thoRe who have the-governmellt of their tdbes. 
Each division has, besides, a subordinate chief of' its own tribe, 
When they are ordered out, the Mulliks caH· upon tbeow~8.Qf 
land to furnish their proportion; and they have their choice to 8el"w-e 
or pay for a substitute. The sum to be paid tor a substitute, depends 
on th(, expected duration of the service, and genera.lly i. fromnv,~~tQ 
seven tomans (from ~lO to £14); frQBl thilt the h.ead,o:ftbevil~e 
entertains a horseman, geperally at three tomans; .UJ.d. 'there ,~,~ 
difficulty in procuring a person to serve.f.romam~the'i~~ 
people in tne village or its neighbourhood. 
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The Dooraunee chief often takes the money instead 'Of insisting on 
receiving the hor$eman,and by this means the real strengtl1 of the 
Karra Nokur is generally under wh~t it is rated at. 

Besides this, the King not unusually receives payment in money, 
instead of the number of Karra ~ oku.' required from a particular 
tribe or district. 

The men who go on service, are obliged to remain wit.h the army 
till -they are regularly dismissed, without. any allowanee from the 
King, or any further advance from the head of their viUage.E~ach 
division is, however, obliged to give an allowance of grain to the 
families of · the horsemen furnished by it. Since the decline of the 
monarchy, the King may have been obliged, by the wa.nt of power 
to compel the Karl'a Nokur to serve, to make them ~ome allowanec 
while on service.; but that is no part 'of the eonstitution of this bod1 
of men. 

Except a corps not exceeding two thousand, whic.h iM due from 
the Cohistaun ofCaubul, the Karra. Nokur arc a.ll horse. 

The Ee~jauree are a militia raised on extraordinary occasions. It 
seems to be understood that the number to he fiuni-shed, ought to 
be equal to a tenth of tbe population, but that number probably 
never has been raised; and, . on the other hand, it i:8 admitted that 
the King may call out a still greater proI,ortion, if he tkiH ks, it ne­
cessary. The persons who serve in the EeUauree, are of the poorest 
claasea. They receive a SlIm calculated to support them d1lrillg the 
time fO,r which their services are, likely to be r~quired; it seldom ex­
ceeds five rupees. This money is paid hy the head of eadl village, 
and tbeexpeoce i8defr~yedby a tax on , all the i.1Jl1abitnn~8of the 
village (iIicludiug 'Hllmsau yehs, . or.tIadesmen)~ whQ do not PO!jS(~S8 

laild, Moollahs, and other persons exempt from other taxes. I 
hav~ heard that the owners of land who pay revenue. are uQt obl~ged 
tQoontlihute,t,o ,theEel..jauree; a~ as the Karra Nokur arft1'8ised 
eR~iNly , at ithe expeIiee of this description ofme~ the fact of' their 
e5e:1llpUoD ,-.n' • . wa1y .~~le. 



DA WATULLUB,OR VOLUNTEERS. 

From the smaDness of · their pay, it is found difficult to get volun­
teers fi)r this service, and compulsion is almost alway~ resorted to. 
For this reason, it is only amoflg the tribes about great towns, or on 
the roads ma4e use of' by armies, that the Eeljautee can be raised. 
As in most cases they (~annot he k~pt long together, or carried to any 
distance from their own neighbourhood, the King makes little use of 
this force. The Haukims of . provinces frequently assemble the Eel­
jauree, which, ind.eed, is in gcn'eraI the only description of troops 
they have to depend on. 'I'he Eeljauree of Peshawer .has, however, 
been several times called out by the King, particularly on all expedi-

.tions against Cashmeer. That of Caubul has a130 been called out on 
military servi~e. 

The numbers of the Eeljauree of these two provinces seem to be 
hearIy equal, and have been of different amount from four to six 
thousand each, according to the state of circumstances. They seem 
liable to be employed on public works, as well as on military serviee ; 
those of Caubul, for illstance~ were once assembledhy Timour Shauh 
to clear a canal near the city. 

The Eeljauree are almost ml infantry. 
They receive no pAy whatever from the King, unless they should 

be kept above three months in the field. - , 
Dawatullub are only raised for particular expeditions. 
They receive five tomans (£10) when they enlist, which is suffi­

cient pay for one campaign, and they run the chance of the army's 
remaining longer in the field, in the hope of providing for themselves 
by plunder. 

Thii description of troops are always most numerous in expeditions 
to India. On such occRsionspeople even go without pay;. in hopes 
of plunder. 

In fi)reign invasions, use might·bemade of' the general~ri8ingof 
the people, called in the AfghauD ' oountry Ooloossee. - This :80rt of 
army has been -described in speaking -of the tribes • . Only those /of 
the tribes nearest the scene of action ·.: could ,be espected -l'toiJftIe; . 
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they would he under no regulation on the King's part, and no good 
could be expected, in regular actions, from so ungovernable a multi­
tude; but if properly applied, this kind of fc)rce would,not be with­
out its advantages. · .Important risings have often taken place f()f 
puhlic o~jects, not immediately copneeted with the t.ribes which rose. 
Thus, in the Sheeah an4 Soonnee fray in CaubuJ, all the neighbour­
ing tribes, especially the Cohistaullees, came to the aid of their 
religion. 

Ooloossee , troops get no pay. 
The chief officers of the army are ealled Slrdars. They have al. 

ways been few. In .8hauhShujau's time there wen~ only three. Thi~ 
permanent military rank must be distinguished from the office oi 
Sil'dar in each province. 

'fhere is sometimes an officer called Sirdaree Sirdara.un, who takes 
rank of all the Sirdars, and commands every, army where he is pre­
sent. Shauh Mahmood has conferred this offiec on Jt'utteh Khaun. 

The Shaheenchee Baushee~ or commander of the camel artillery, 
is a considerable officer. He lnust be a Baurikzye. 

Almost the whole of the regular troops are cavalry. The horses 
belong to the men. Except about five hundred I'eshkhedmuts (per­
sonal servants of the King's), there is Il?t one man mount.ed on a 
horse belonging to government. The chi(:~t8 have each some Peshk­
hedmuts, mouIlted on horses belonging to them, and equipped at 
.theirexpence. These are the best mounted and armed of the whole 
anriy. They are general1y Kuzzilbaushes. 

The horses· are mostly from Uzbek Tartary, and the Toorcoman 
oountry along ;.the Oxus. 'fliey are generally small, hardy, and 
aetive; weUused to the mountainous country, in which they are em­
ployed,and capable of making very long -marches. 

·Thei arms of the Dooraunees are, a Persian s\\ol'd and It match­
lo&·la·-few of the best·men have ,peSTs, which they put in the rest 
when:tqey ,charge, not having the skilfhl use of this weapon which is 
comi$)uc,in·india. ·· . ·A·€ew among them have fire-locks. The chiefs 
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~ha"(regenerall y 'pistols, &shave a few ·of the .common uaeh. Shields 
were formerly in use among them., but &renow discontinued.* 

The Doorannees never ~erve as infantry. 
The Gholaums are armed much in the same way, but have more 

firelocks and 'spears. 
The Ghiljies useth~ same arms 'as the Dooraunees, with theaddi­

tion of a small shield. 
The ea&tern Afghauns wear Hindoostaunee 'swords, shields, lea-

.. The followi~ description of their troops i~ by Lieutenant Macartney wbo was him-
self a cavalry officer. He is speaking of the Populzyes. . 

U Their arms and dress urt! the same ns th(· other Dooraun€'cs, !lword!!', dagge~, 'bilttle­
" axes, short matchlocks, and some with locks (ftrelocks) 1)ot Jonger than 1:\ (~arabiJle,.. but 
." with a larger bore, a~d some of thew. have bayqoets to fix 011 them. T4ey alse,> carry 
" long horse pistols, hut few of them ea~ry spear:,;. They gelwrnlly carry thdr arms tnlder 
" their degha, or gTl~lI:t cloak. Their drcfls is II pyratiun, or .long shirt. OVf'rit a. kuha, 
"·generally made of silk or chintz, with a kwnmer buod of-"hawl or loongee, &fid over ~1 
" is a clogha, or great cloak, which hangs loose <lvcr their tlllOuldcrs and reaches nearly 
" to the ankle. Their head drc!>!> is generullya shawl or loongee put Oil in the form of a 
" turban over II cap. They wear boots of' the Hmsar f()rm made of deer skin. Th(lY are 
" generally cavalry, and are mounted on smAllllorses seldom exceeding t(mrooep, or four­
" teen and an inch high, but rcmarkably hardy and active, lIml perform somc wonderful 
" long marches; but as they arc in the hahit of turning their horses 'loose into the cu]tiva­
" tion wherever they go. they have not 11luch trouble aft,l!r reaching their ground. They 
" use snaflie bridletol. Their saddles ar-e of w()(xi, very light, and thtil seat is covered with 
" velvet, stuffed with cotton. 111ey have a kht.lgeer (n sort of pad) made generally of 
". nummud (''·It), nnder lhe saddle; some of the chiefs bave very expensive ones. 'They 
" appear far superior to the horsemen of Hindostan, but have not. so good management 
" of their horses, and might not be equal to them single.handL'ti; but tbey must ch.rge 
" with much groo,ter velocity, their horses not being clwckt'<l by martiIJgllles or bits, and 
" consequently they would have the advantage in a body. They appear to understand 
" charging in line, and go with great speed. -I never IiaW them caarge in double -line, 
" but the troops which met the embassy 88 an escort, ,marched in divisions, ami ~~pttheir 
" re~lar wheeling disbUlce. J. di~l not se(~ them wheel into line, but they increased and 
" diminished their front, and also formed line to the frout, and kept their lUes close . and 
" regular, but there is no discipline kept up among them. Thi.. party of coU'll8e'were 
" picked men and horsei, and must bavere~ved particular instructiolJl to mat~ . .in 

." regular urder with the embassy, but in -general. they appear just at! irregular as the 
"~~~~.~~~~~~~~I~~~~ 
" at speed over rugged rocky mountains, where if the horse happenechlO,l'Miea iaIIe'ltep 
" they would probably be dailhed w pieces.') 
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,ther cuirasses, matchlocks, and often spears ~ the use of the last 
mentioned weapon is howeyer declining. 

Each horseman carries provisions, consisting of bread and Kooroot, 
(a sort of hard cheese,) and a large leathern bottle of water. 

The infantry have general~y a sword, a shield, and a matchlock 
with.a rest. Those of the Cohistan of Caubul, who are reckoned the 
best they have; carry a firelock, a pistol, and a short dagger, hut no 
sword: the Ghiljies near Caubu), the Khyberees, and som~~ other 
tribes, use a sort of knife about three feet long, instead of a sword. 

On a march the men of each party generally keep together, but 
on the whole they move with very little order; though there are 
many officers 'whose duty it is to enforce regularity. They have few 
camp followers compared to an Indian a.rmy, and what they have are 
mostly mounted. The custom of carrying about women and children 
ou service is not practised among them. They have light te~ts and 
little baggage, carried on horses, mules, and camels. A small baza,r 
accompanies the army. 

The government appears rarely to take any trouble, about provid­
ing grain, 0)' making preparations of any sort t()r their armies; and as 
the habits of the soldiers adapt themselves to this system, they have 
less difficulty about supplies than more regular troops. 

The usual marches for armies are fi-OIll twelve to sixteen miles. 
The government sometimes gives grain to t IH~ troops, and on very 

particular occasions it sometimes distributes money to purchase pro­
VlSlonS. In their eastt~rn possessions, the inhabitants of whid. have 
sometliingof the submissive character of the Indians, the Afghaun 
troops seize on· .grain, forage, firewood, and every thing else they 
want, without paying for any thing; and since the confusion in the 
governlnent these irregularities have seldom or ne,,-er beell punished; 
but in the whole of the country west of the Khyber pass, they are 
obliged to pay for every article th,ey r~quire. 

When their army is in an enemy's country, they send light detach­
ments -to make incursions (which they call by th~ Turkish name, 
Chepawul or Chepow) either against particular · places which they 
endeavour to surprise, or to plunder the open country. 
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They are long detained by sieges, at which, as might be supposed" 
they arc very unskilful, and which are prolonged hy the nature of 
their armies and the badness·of their artillery. When they eome to 
a general engagement, their plan' is to make a furious -charge sword 
in hand, on the success of which depe~ds the filte of the battle. The 
l)ersians appear always to oppose the fire of infantry to this ch.arge, 
and frequently with success: this was the case in all Naudir's battles, 
and in ,the recent one at Heruut. 

The conduct of the Dooraunees in their civil wars, gives a very 
mean idea of their military character. Their armies are very smal1, 
seldom exceeding ten thousand men on a side, and tl}ese are gene­
rally ill paid and disobedient. The victory is decided by some chief's 
going over to the enemy; on which the greater part of the army 
either follows his example or takes to flight. Even when the battle 
is decided by the sword, there is little bloodshed, and that is chiefly 
among the great Khauns, who are interested in the result, the com­
mon soldiers shewing much indifference to the issue. 
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CHA,P. VII .. 

THE REJ.IGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT. 

T HE following are the appointments held by 1\1001lahs, hesides 
the law offices mentioned in the section on .T Ilstiee and Pollee. 

The lVJoollah 11aushee, who selects the MoolJahs pTl)per to be 
Rummoned to the Mujlisse Ulima, and is the channel of communiea.­
tion between the Moollahs and the King. 

The King's Imaum or Peeshllumauz, who rea(is prayers to the King. 
The Imaum Paurikaub, who attends the King on journies or other 

occasions, when his <;>rdinary Imaum may be absent. 
The above belong to the royal household. The tc)l1owing compose 

the establishment of the grcat towns. 
The Shekhool Islam: copies of all patents f()f stipends and pen­

sions in money to ~loollab8 are deposited with him, he receives the 
amount ordered in each from the Haukirn, and pays it to the .MooHahs 
to whom it is due. 

The Sudder of the city. He keeps a register of all church lands, 
whether granted by the King or Jeft by private persons, and assigns 
them according to their original destination under the King's direction. 

The Imaum of the King's mosque reads prayers there on Fridays, 
and pn the two great festivals called the Eeds. 

The second Imautn of the King's mosque reads the Mussulman 
service on every day but those above mentioned. 

The Moollahi Khuteeb: his office is to read prayers at the Edgah 
without the City on the Eeds. 

The Mooderris, or professor of the King's mosque, a Moollah 
selected for his learning to instruct students at the royEP. mosque. 
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J1tere was tiH lately a great office of Meer Waez, or head preacher, 
but it has been discontinued since· the rebellion of the last incumbent, 
the famous Syud Ahmed Meer Waez. 

Bc"ides the above are the Imaums of the mosques in towns. 
The Imaums of towns have fees on marriages, burials, and some 

other ceremonies, and are inaintah;ed by them and the gifts of their 
congregation. 

In the co,mtry the Imaums have grants of land frOnl the head man 
of the tribe, or from the tribe itself~ and also receive a tax on the 
principle of tythes, but by no means amounting to a tythe of the pro­
duce on which it is levied: all the other Moollahs, who were first 
mentioned., . have salaries fi'om the King, and some have fees besicles. 

Many Moollahs who do not hold offices, have pensions from the 
King, or lands assigned them by the crown, or by the charity of indi­
viduals. Lands are also left to mosques, and are managed by the 
Imaums belonging to them. 

Students at the King's mosque have a daily allowance from His 
Majesty. • 
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APPENDIX A. 

HISTORY OF THE KINGllOM OF CA UBUL, FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE 

DOORAUNJ.;E MONARCHY. 

LITTLE is known of the early history of the Dooraunees. By the best 
. accounts • 1 can obta.in, they appear to have been entirely indep{~nJent 
till the beginning o.f the seventeenth century. when, being hard pressed by 
the Uzbeks, they agreed to pay tribute to P{~rsia, as the price of protection. 
They perhaps remained on this i()oting tiJI 1708, .when the Ghiljies who had 
been subject to Persia, rose against the Georgi~ul Prince Bagrathion, who 
was governor of Candahar, on the part of the Jast of the Sophies. At that 
time the Dooraunees seem mostly to have been settled in the mountains ncar 
Heraut, under the name of' Abdaulecs, and to have been already long engaged 
in hostilities with tht.~ Ghiljies. 

In the year 1716, the Abdaulleest under Abdoollah KbamLSuddozye, 
invaded 'the Persian territory, defeated the gOVt'J'l1or of Hcraut in the field, 
and took that city and many places in its neighhourhood. Th('y were .after­
wards defeated in a battle with Mahmood Ghiljie. but as that. Prin('c soon 
after conquered PerRI a, and, as his dynasty was occupied, during the short 
period of its dominion, ~n settllng its conquests, and in wars with the Grand 
Signior, the Abdaullees remained for a long time unmolested. Not long 
after their defeat, Abdoollah was deposed, and perhaps poi~(med, by Zemaun 
Kbaun (the son of Dowlut Khaull and father of Ahmed Shauh), who took 
the lead an!longA:he Abdaullees, defeated a Persian army of double his Dum­
ber,and successfully resisted all attempts of that nation on Heraut. So 

... -- ... _ - - _.---_._ .. _-----
Those . of Hanway. who, from the excellence of his history of the Afghaun conque8ts, if en­

titled to attention WMon treating of the more obacnre period whi;:b prf'ceded those evenU. 
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rapid indeed was the increasc of the power of the AbdaulleeR, that in the 
year 1722 they were able to besiege Meshhed nearly in the north.:westcrn 
extremity of Khorassaun. 

A series of reyolutions afterwards took place during which the Abdaul1ees, 
whose government was at all times democratic, were Idt f()l' some time 
entirely without a leader, their affair!f being managed most probably by a 

Jirga, or council of heads of families. At last in 1728, they were for the 
first time attacked by.Naudir Shauh, am1, after a short campaign of various 
success, were reduced to suhmit to the conqueror. 

They rebeJled again untIer Zoolfikaur Khaun (the SOIl of Zemaun KhauTi 
and elder brother of Ahmed) who had alternately. been in exile, and at the 
head of the Abdaullees, during the troubles above mentioned. They invaded 
the Persian territory, and defeated Jbrahim (Naudir Shauh's brother) in a 
pitched battle. They were besieging Meshhed, when Naudir moved against 
them in person, .and drove them back into their own territory. He opened 
the siege of Heraut in tlw beginning of 173 I, and took it after a most obsti. 

- . 
nate and active resistance of ten months, in which the Abdaullees received 
some assistatlce from the .lJhiljies. He banished the leading Suddozyes to 
Moultanl and compelled a large f()ITe of Abdaullees to join his army. 

The city of Heraut never rebelled again, hut. the Abdaullees in the 
• L 

countr.v kept up the war for some tiIHe lOllger, in conjunction with the 
Ghiljies and Ejmauks. 

In the course of the next six years Naudir reduced the Ghiljies and took 
Candahar., Zoolfikaur Khau\} and his brother Ahmed Shauh were prisoners 
in that city. They were released hy Naudir, and 'Scnt into M'uzenderaun in 
com'11and of a fcm:e of their own tribe. The Abdaullees having in the mean 
time distinguished themse1 ves in his service (particularly against the Porte), 
he rewarded them with the lands they now hold ill Tecool, removing them 
from the west of Heraut to their present territory. He appears fi'om this 
time to have sht::'wn great attachment to the Atghauns. To this partiality, 
among other causes, is atu'ibuted his murder by the Persians in June 1747. 
On the day which succeetkd that event, a battIe took place between the 
Afghauns and Uzbeks t:tnder Ahmed Shauh on one side, and the Persians 
on the other. It is uncertain who began the attack, nor does the event 
appear to have decided any thing-. 

As far 'as this I have generally followed Sir,,,Tilliam Jones's tran8lation of the Naudir Naumeh. 
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After thii affair Ahmed Shauh fought his way through the greater part of 
Khorassaun, and passing the fortified places withont attacking them, re'J>aired 
to Candahar, where he arrived with a force not exceeding two or three 
thousand horse. 

He there found that a treasure commg from India f<)r Nandir had just been 
seized by the Dooraunees, and he in1tnediately claimed it for himself: some 
of't.he chiefs at first hesitated to give it up t.o him, though his autl;ority as 
head of.th~ Suddozyes was now hacked by a miJitary force. Hepnt some of' 
the most obstinate to death, and met with no finther opposition in his tribe. 

In October 1747 he was crowned at Candahar: Dooraunee, Kuzzlebaush, 
Beloche, and Huzaura chiefs are mentioned as assisting at the coronation. 
Ahmed Shaub was then very young: a contemporary historian makes him 
only twenty-t.hree years of age . 

. He spent the winter in C;tndahar, settling the country he had already 
acquired, and arranging his army for filture expl~ditiom;. In framing his 
government he appears to have had the model of that of Per~ia before his 
eyes. The limns of his court, the great officers of state, the arrangement 
of the army, and the pretellsions of the crown, w('re exactly th~ folame as those 
of Nandir Shauh; but the difference in the situatiolls of the two monarchs 
wa~ appaI'ent in the manner in which Ahmed Shauh was obliged to modify 
Naudir's plan, both in the administration of his internal government, 
and in the order of his measures tor advancing his power at home and 
abroad. 

TlwBersians had long been aqcustomed to entire submission to a despotic 
government, and had always be,en attached to their sovcrelgns. The dynasty 
which had long ruleJ them was overturned by the Afghanns; and ill the 
beginning of Naudir's' career, Persia was groaning under a foreign y()k~~ : 
Naudir took on himself the.charact.er of the deliverer of his country, and the 
restorer of its native kings: he connected himse1fby marriage with the lOyal 
family; and when he had sufficiently secutCd the affections of the army, and 
the «espect of' the people, he confined the -lawful King, and transferred his 

a,uthorityto hi01!;Jelf: 
. -&ucceediD8 to an established -monarchy, he met with no serious opposition 

in PersIa. and was enabled from the moment of his accession, to employ the 
whole tOrce of the kingdom in foreign conquests. 

Abmed. Shauh,. on the contrary, had to f()und a monarchy over a wllrlik~ 
and iudependentpeople, by no means at~ched to that form of government; 
those mostaccu$tomed to be governed by a Kin~, bad only felt his power in 



644 PpLICY OF AHMED SHAUH. [ APPENDtX. 

the means which were uRed to compel them to pay tribute to a foreign state, 
and had ever regarded him as a powerful enemy, rather than a magistrate by 
whom they were protected, and.to whom they owed loyalty and attachment. 
They had riever been united under a native King; an4, from the love of equality 
so conspicuous in their character, they were likely to view the exaltation of 
one of their own nation . with even )bore jealousy than the tyranny of a 
foreign master. 

This difrerenc:e of the situation in which Ahmed Shauh was p~ced, from 
that of Naudir, made a corresponding variation in hiFl policy. His first 
object was to secure the affections of his own tribe, on w hom he depended 
for permanent support, as well as for immediate assistance. }'or thi~ · pur­
pose he confirmed the Dooraunees in the possession of their lands, requiring 
no sacrifice from them, but the attendance of their contingent of troops as 
fixed by Naudir. He distributed aU the great offices of his new state among 
the leading Dooraunees, and established · those offices in particular families, 
in the same manner in which he fixed the crown on his own; he left the 
hereditary chiefs in possession of their privilegcs, and ·seldom interfered in 
the internal gO\rernment of' their clam~, except in such a degree as was neces .. 
sary to keep up his army, and to preserve the gcneral tranquillity; which he 
always effectually maintained. He t.ook pains to improve thc advantage he 
derived from the respect of the Dooraunccs for the Suddozyes: although he 

'probably regarded many of that family with jealousy, as his rivals in the 
attachment of his tribe; he always maintained their privileges, and enforced 
the exercise of the respect which was due to them. Stories are told of his 
severely llUnishing injuries to Suddozves. e\ren when offered in supporting his 
own C,iJ,use. 

With the other tribes, · except the Ghilj"ies, . his plan was to endeavour to 
form a spirit 'of attachment to their native King, which he might hope to 
accomplish, by delivering them from foreign dominion, and by a moderate 
and gradual introduction of his own power . . 

His moderation towards the Afghauns may, however, have been caused in 
part by other motives, as he either felt, or pretended to feel, a strong attach. 
ment to his nation, and onen gave as his rea.4K>n for not attacking refnetory 
tribes, that he was unwilling to bring any calamity upon his countrymen. · 

Fbr the consolidation of' his power at home, he relied, in a · great measure, 
on the effects of his foreign wars. If these were sl1cce88fUl, msvicflOries 
would raise his reputation, and his conquests would supply him 'With the 
means of maintaining an army, and of attaching the Afghaun chiefs byfavours 
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aDd rewards: the hopes of· I)lunder would induce m~ny tribes to join him, 
whom he could not ensily have compelled to submit: by carrying the great 
men with his army, he would be able to ijrcvent their incl'ea.~ing, 01' even 
preserving their influence in their tribes; .nd the habits of military obedi. 
ence would prepare them for a cheerfi.tl submission to his govcl'l1ment at 
home: the troops also, having the- King continua)]y het(»)'c their {'yes. nnd 
witnessing the submission of their hen~ditary chiefs, would I.earn to regard 
him as the head of the nation; and he might hope, as the event proved, that 
his popular manners, and the courage, activity. vigilance, and other mi.litary 
virtues which he p051sesscd, would impress all rank!'! with rt~spect, and'ltrongly 
attach his soldiers to his person. 

The state of the Afghaun nation and of ale surrollnding kingdoms, was 
fiwourable to the execution of this plan, as promising security to his own 
dominions, however ill organised, and ofJ(~ring every chancl' of success in 
his attacks on his neighbours. 

The J)ooraunees had acquired experience and discipline by their long and 
active warfare with the "IJeri'lians, and afterwards by thl~ cmployment of a 
large body of them under Naudir; and the preit~rence shewn them by that 
gf,tat commander, had raised their spirit and confidence; so that they, with 
reaSOIJ, considered themselves as the best troops in Asia. Their enemies, 
the Ghiljimi, on the other hand, had been broken and dispiritcd hy a long 
course of defeat and disaster. The remaining Afghauns had Jearned by the 
events of the period which had iust closed, to despise the Indians, and to 
hate the Persians; and were, therefore, more likely, than at any former 
period, to favour the establishment of a King of thcir own nation. 

The state of foreign powers was equally favourable. The weakness of the 
Indian and Uzbek empires had been exposed and increased by theIr contests 
with Naudir. The Beloches had also suffered ii-oln Naudir, and, probably, 
retained a sufficient dread of' the Persians, to be well disposed to submit to a 
moderate subjection to their old allies, the Afghauns, rather than expose 
themselves to the severe government and rigid exactions of their other 
neighbours. Nnsseer Khaim' (the brother of Mohubbet the Bdochechief) 
had been a host~e with Naudir, and appears to have fallen into the bands of 
AbDl\td Shauh.·" The Eimauks and HazauTehs had never been fonnidabJe. 
and their· w.cinity to the capital and to the country of the Dooraunces, 
preveuted aU apprehension of their endeavouring to assert their iude,. 
pendence. 
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The fate of Persia was as yet unsettled, but the dissensions which had 
broken out in Naudir's family, promiSS!d to disquality that empire from mo­
lesting its neighbours; and subsejuent experience shewed, that the chiefs of 
western Khorassd.un took no gr,at concern in tllc success of the Peniab~ 
but were ready to submit to the power which was most able to distress, 'or 
to protect them, and which was likely ta use its ascendency with the greatest 
moderation. 

Such was the state of' affairs when Ahmed began his conquests. He 
marched from Candahar in the ·spring of' 1748, with twelve thousand men, 
composed of Doorauriees, Beloches, and others. He soon reduced tl!e 
Ghiljies, and appointed Dooraunee governors over them (~n the fuoting on 
which they now stand. The governor whom Naudil' had left in Ghuznee, 
fled on Ahmed's approach; but Nausser Khaun, who was governor of Cau. 
bul and Peshawer, declared for the great Mogul. He was, nowev-er, driven 
out of Caubul after a feeble resistance, and was already pressed by the 
Afghaun tribes of Peshawer, when Ahmed's' advanced gunrds arrived, and 
forced hifil to cross the Indus. 

Ahmed, with undiminished celerity, swam the Indus, and expelled him 
from Attak and Chuch; after which he proceeded with an army, increqed 

• 
by the Afghauns of Peshawer, to the invasion of Hindostan.. The governor 
of' Lahore, aware of his intentiOl1, called for succours fi'om Delly;- but­
Ahmed bY11.ve no time for preparation, He advanced rapidly through the 
Punjaub, deteated the Indian troops in sight of Lahore, ~nd entering that 
city in triumph, prepared to advance upon Delly. In the mean time Ma­
homed Shauh, the emperor of Hindostan. had sent oft' a powerful anny, under 
his son and his vizier Cunnlleroodeen Khaun, to o}>pose the invaders. This 
army advanced to' the Sutledge, and took post in such a manner as to cover 
the usual fords. Ahmea, informed of' their position, suddenly advanced, 
crossed the Sutledge at a point higher up the river, and leaving the Indiant 
in his rear, hastened to Sirhind (where they had deposited their baggage and 
stores), and captured it before the enemy could move to its assistance. 

The prince and vizier of Hindostan immediately marched to 8.irhind, to 
attack Ahmed Shauh; but losing courage as they approached, they gave up 
their resolution, and took post in the neighbourhood of that city. Ahmed 
Shauh attacked them; and in the course of' a canonade which lasted Beveral 
days, the vizier was killed, and the actual command of the army devolved 
on his son Meer Munnoo, who conducted himself with so much akill. 
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that the Dooraunees were obliged in tht~ir t.m'u to staDdon the detf.>n!\iye, 
and finally to retreat with precipitation during the night. 

Soon after this, when the ludiall al"my had set off' on its return to Deily. 
MahommedShauh died, and his SOD, who hadcommanded.u.t Sil'bind, succeeded 
him: Sufaur JUllg was made vizier, and l\leer Munuoo lctl in tlle govern .. 
ment of" the Punjaub, while the l~ew King continued his mardi to hitt 
capital. 

As soon as tbiR intelligence reached Ahmed Shauh, he (:ountermanded the 
retreat of his army, and marched with his usual expedition against Lahore. 
Meer Munnoo, finding himself opposed to the DOOl'aUllCe army, witlwut the 
pEospect of immediate assistance ii'om DeIly; and being. pCl'haplol, di~8ted 
with the preference shewn by his new sovereign to Suf(JUl' .lung, submitted to 
Ahmed, and consented to hold the govcfllment of tht~ llunjaub in his n;lmc, 
and to pay him the regular tribute of that province. ' 

The affuirs of the Punjn.ub being thus satisiaetorily arranged; Ahmcd 
marched back to Candahar. On his way, he settled the govl~rnmcnt~ of'. 
Dera"Ghauzee Khaull, Dera Ismael KhalID, Shikarpoor, and Moultaun. 
It was, probably, at this time also, that the southcl'11 Afghmm tribes atkno',i:' 
!edged Ahmed for King. The winter of' this busy year must have nearly 
expired before Ahmed reached <.:andahal'. . 

In the spring of 1749, Ahmed Shauh assembJed an army oftwenty .. tivcthou .. 
sand mell. from the western part of his dominions. He first mardl(~d agaimt 
Heraut, which surrendered within a fortnight after it \Val'! attacked. He 
then advanced towards Meshhed, reducing all the places on his routf:'. 

Shauh, Rokh Mirz~ the SOlI of Naudir Shaub, was then in possession of 
Meihbed. He came out to meet Ahmed Shauh, who lcceived him with 
r.~pect, and left him in possession of hiB city and territory. 

:From Meshbed he marched against Neeshapoot, and "detached ShaUA. 
Pwl1U¥l Khaull lshaukzye against Muzeellat:lIl and Subzwaur. Neeshapoor 
held ~t ~bltinately, and, while Ahmed was besieging it, he recewcd jntel]j ... 
g~Rce at' the failure of bis attack on Muzeenaun, and of the defeat ot' his 
*~IIl$t. Being now appreheJlsive of an attack from without, he re .. 
BOlve~ to make a desperate attempt on Neeshapoor. He accordingly directed 
it., be auaulted by .. escaJadc, and was beat off with great Jou. Before he 
ha4._Q.Vet'~ .tJus disasw, a strollg force assembled by Borne other Khaul1s 
of~un came to the relief of Nef>-lillapc>Ol', and, wl1ile lle was en· 
.g~ ~.them, .. vigor.oUl sally Wa& made from the place. The result wa.IJ' 

4 A 2 
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vet')" unfavourable to him, and he was compelled to retreat immediately .. tx) 

Mllshhed, from whence he retired to Heraut. 
In the spring of 1750, Ahmed again marched against Neeshal'oor, which 

he now succeeded in taking. It was probably on this ()(':casiop that he re. 
duced the most 'remote of those parts of' Khorassaun that were permanently 
attached to his dominions. . 

The Dooraunee empire, 1 believe, never extended mnch beyond Neesha­
poor on the west. Ahmed returned from this expedition to Heraut~ 

In the course of the winter, or early in the next year, 1751, Ahmed 
Shauh was recalled to Meshhed by a rebellion of Meer Allum Khaun, Chief 
of Kauin, who had seized on the treasure at Meshhed, and blinded andda. 
throned Shauh Rokh Meerza.. Ahmed Shauh restored Shauh H.okh, aDd 
soon after took Kauin and put Me~r Allum to death. At this time he also 
made an attempt on Asterahad, which was repelled by the Kudjirs. 

In the summer of 1752, Ahmed Shauh marched into the Punjaub, and l'e­
.dueed Meer Munnoo, who had revolted in his absence. During the same 
campaign, he conquered Cashmeer, and obtained by negociation a ces~n of 
thecoWltry as far east as Sirhind, from the great Mogul. 

After this, Ahmed r~turned to Candahar, and appears to have spent the 
four next years in tranquillity: his nephew Lokmaun Khaun, however, re­
belled; and tbe Ghiljies attempted an insurrection during that period, but 
both were easily quelled. 

He probably employed this interval of leisure in settling Afghaunistaun, 
and the countries in its immediate neighbourhood. 

In 1756, Meer Munnoo, the governor of the Punjaub, died. His death 
Was followed by intrigues and rebellions, and the whole province fell into 
extreme confusion. This state of things induced the court of Deily to send 
~ large force under the Vizier Ghauzoodeen into the Punjaub, for the pur­
pose of annexing it to the Mogul dominions. The vizier succeeded wi:tboot 
difficulty, ind gave the government to Adeena Beg, who had been deputy to 
Shaub Nuwauz Khaun, and afterwards to Meel' Munnoo; and who was 
distinguished for his activity and spirit of intl'jgu~. This done, the ' 'vizier 
returned to .Delly. 

Ahmed Shauh,on hearing of this aggression, left Candahar,cl'08sedthe 
Indus, drove Adeena out of the Punjaub, .and marched straight to DelI,. 
The tyranny of the vizier, and the reluctance with which the empe!'Or 'lu~ 
witted · to his control, had thrown that "capital into great confusiott'; . aud • . 
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after a faint etfort to oppose Ahmed in the field, the emperor submitted, and 
the Afghauns entered DeIly, which suffered severely irom the rapacity of the 
conqu~rOl', and the licence of his troops. After remaining for some time at 
D.elly, Ahmed Shauh sent Sirdar Jehau Khauu against the Jaut.::;. The. Sir­
dar took Bullumgur, and then, advancing by a rapid march Oil Muttra, sur­
prised the place during Ii Hindoo f~stival. A promiscuous slaughter took 
place on the army's entering the town, and many of the Hiudoos were after­
wards seizcdand carried into slavery. Sirdar Jehan Khaun then advanced 
against Agra,and was repulsed by the Jauts. The Dooraunces had now 
pass.ed the whole of the summer in llldia~ and liS they were becoming ex­
tremely sickly, Ahmed found it necessary to retire to his OWll dominions. 
During his stay at Delly, he and his son Timoor' Shaull married prillceMc::; of 
the royal family' of India. Large portions were given with these ladi()S, and 
.the emperor of India was compelled to bestow the Punjaub and Sind 011 

Timoor Shauh. 
Before Ahmed Shauh left DeIly, he gave the OftiCl~ of vii'.ier of India to it 

brother of'Meer Munnoo, and that of general in chief to NujccL Khaun, th(~ 
Afghaun chief of Sebarunpoor, who had recommended himself to Ahmed by 
joining him Hear the Sutledge on his advance against Delly. 

He left Timoor Shauh to command the provinces on the cast of the Indus. 
under the guida~ce of Sirdar Jehaun Khaun. Their f()fCC consisted of a few 
Dooraunct'R and Persian guard~ with a body of troops raised in the country. 
The King wintered at Candahar, and was soon after engaged in settling dis­
turbances which broke out in Persia and Toorkestaun; but of which I can 
gather no particulars. 

He had scarcely left India, when Ghauzoodecn Khann, who had fled to 
Furruckabad, then in poss·ession of the Marhattus, returned with all army of 
that nation to DeIly, and laid siege to the city. After some defence, Nujeeb 
Khaun evacuated the place and retired to Seharunpoor. Nearly at tire same, 
time, very serious disturbances commenced in the Punjaub. They were excited 
by AdeenaBeg, who l~ad fled on the Shauh's approach, ' and who had after­
wards instigated the Siks to rebel, and defeated a division of the roy,\l troops 
.atlalinder. H-e had also · invited the Mahratta army which had expelled 
Nuje~bKhaun from DeIly, to assist in recovering the Punjaub; and a foroe of 
that nation now advanced to Sirhind, commanded by Ragoba, the father of 
the preaent Paishwa • . 

On tlU.t, Timoor Shaub and Sirdar Jehaun Kbaun, who were already 



550 HEVOLTOF liUSSEER . KHAUN. 

pr~ by the Siks, and distrustlul. af their Hindoostaunee troop .. -tetired ... 
Eminabad. Lahore, which they evacuated, was taken by the Sib. 

The MahrattaR soon tQot Sirhind; ~nd as they continued their march to. 
wards the west,. Sirdar Jehan Khaun took the Fes91utioD"ofsa.ying the prinu 
and his remaining troops by retiring across the Indus. He etfected his retreat 
in the night, unknown to his Hindoostal1ucc troops, and with such precipi­
tation, tbat his own family fell into the hands of the enemy, by whom tae,. 
were soon after released. The Mahrattas being now unopposed, pusbed their 
conquests beyond the Hydaspes, and sent a detachment which toOkPOSlesalon 
of Moultsn. 

Timoor Shauh's flight took place in the middle of 1758, and Ahmed Shaub 
was pfeparing to march to Iildia, when he wu detained by the rebellion of 
Nusseer Khaun, chief of·the Bcloches. 

The history of Belochistauu is remarkably obscure befbro this period, but 
it appears that Mohubbut Khaun, whom Naudir had. fixed in the govern .. 
moot ., had died, and was succeeded by his second brother Haujee ." KhaJ..m. 
That chief appears to have disgusted his subjects by his tyranny, and offended 
Ahmed Shauh by taking part in Lokmaun Khaun'8 rebellion. It is certain, 
that he was deposed and imprisoned by means of Ahmed Shaub, and that; 
Nusseer Khaun, . his brother, succeeded him in the government. It is not 
known what induced Nusseer Kbaun to throw oft' his de~ndence on the 
DOOf'aunee government; but he declared · himself independent in, the 

year 1758. 
The vizier Shauh W ul1ee Kbaun was fir&t sent against him, and was de­

feated at a place in the neighbourbood of Shawl. Ahmed then marched in 
pecson to Belochistaun, where he probably arrived in autumn orin the end 
of summer. He engaged and defeated Nusseer Khaun, and obliged him to 
withdraw within the walls of Kelaut, to which Ahm.ed laid siege.. It is said 
that the Dooraunee chiefs were by 110 meani disposed .to accomplish tile 
entire subjection of the Beloche prince (in whose coulltry they were atwa)!,,,,· 
secure of a retreat when exposed to the anger of their. own King), and that 
the vizier, in particular, maintained a correspondence witb Nussef;l,r andea­
couraged him to hold out by representing the disposition of the Dooraubee 
lords, ,and pointing oUt the embarrassment .which the .King would.su.fter&a 

«: See Junea, Hi'lO~ de Nadir C~ Line IV • «:hap. 6. 
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tAe advaued season. The siege of Kelaut lasted forty days,~uring which 
time the Doorauneecavalry suffered 8~verely f .. om the scarcity of forage. 

Tl3e bad aspect of the King's a.ftB.irs in India, added to his OW11 impatience 
fur a speedy conclusion of the war; and N usseer having made an overture for 
peace, a negociation was commell~ed, and an agreement concluded, which 
is still .the basis of the connection betlHeen the King and the Heloches. 

When the news of Timoor Shauh's retreat had reached the King, he had 
8EJD't a smaJl army under N~roodeen Khaun Baumizye, across the lndu~, 

0)-

By this time Adeena Beg was dead, and the whole of t.he Punjaub to the 
east of the Hydaspes, was under the controll) of the Mahrattas. The Siks 
however, who had long been a sect of military fanatics, were beginning to 
aspire to the possession of territory, and the successors of Adeena Beg kept 
up some consequellce by their nominal connect.ion with the government of 
Deny, though the great Mogul had no real authority in the llunjaub. 
Nooroodeen advanced ~ith ease to tllC Hydaspe!oi, the tract between that 
river and the Indus being at that time held by the Kauters G uckurA, .Jouds, 
aud other original tribes of the country, who had embraced the Mahomcdan 
religion, and who were inclined to the Dooraunees; nor did he meet with 
much opposition on his march to the Accsines, as the main body of the 
Mahrattas was now withdrawn to Delly, but he djd not judge it prudent to 
advance farther till the King should arrive. 

Ahmed Shauh's arrival was from various causes delayed till the winter of 
1759. when he . crossed the Illdu~ and advanced to th(~ Acesines by the road 
of Jummoo. From that river he continued his march through the north of 
the Punjaub, the Marattas retiring as he advanced: lw crossed tlw.Jumna, 
near Seharunpoor, and was joined at that city by Nujeeb Khat11l and the 
Hohilla chiefs. 

The Malll'atta army, under J)atta 'Patail and Junkojee Sindia, was at that 
time in biB neighbouJll!l0d; but it retreated as he advanced, and continual 
skWmishes took place between the parties, till the Mahrattas reached the 
neighbourhood of' Deily: they then crossed the Jumna., and advanced to 
Baudlee near DeIly, so as to cover that city. 
' A severe action took place at Baudlee, in which the Mahrattas were totally 

defeated and Dattajee kill~d: a detachment was afterwards sent against 
MulharRow Boikar, who was advancing to support the Mahratta interests in 
that quarter; and Mulhar Row's army waM surprised and totally defeated. 
Ahmed Shauh next took Delly, and foreedGhawzoodeen Khaun, who had 
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latelly murdered the Emperor of Iudia, Allumgeer II. to fly to the Jaut 
country, where Mulhar Rowand t}le remains of the Mahratta a.rmy had 
taken refilge. Ahmed Shauh afterwards pursued the conquest of'the Dooab, 
and marched as far as Anoopshehr, where he cantoned for the monsoon, and 
was joined by the Nawaub Shuja Oodoula., vizier of Hindostau. 

In the ~ourse of this season the Ma.hrattas" exerted themselves to repair 
their losses, and a powerful army of their nation arri\Ted from the Decan, 
commanded by Wisswas Row, the heir apPl:lrent of the empire, and., Shed­
dasheo Row, whom the disastrous issue of this campaign has made so famous 
in India under the name of the Bhow. They besieged DeIly, which was 
surrendered, after a spirited defence, by a small party of Dooraunees. 

The Shauh was at this time cut off' by the Jumna from assisting his troops 
on the right bank of that river~ The same cause prevented his reJieving 
Coonjpoora, sixty miles north of Deily, which was taken almost in sight of 
the Dooraunee army, now advanced to the river; .nt this misfortune exas­
perated the Shauh so much that he resolved immediatelY to cross the river at 
all hazards, and bring the enemy to action. His passage was effected, with 
some loss; and the Mahrattas, discouraged by the alacrity with which the 
King sought a ba.ttle, retired to Panniput, where they soon aner entrenched 
themselves. With this position, and their vast train of IlrtilJery, they were 
secure froll) any attack; but the distresses 'of an army consisting chiefly of 
horse, cOQped up in all entrenched camp, may be easily conceiv{>d, and they 
were augmented by the activity of the Dooraunees, who ~ere unremitting 
in their exertions to cut oft' all supplies from the cnemy's camp. The 
Mahrattas, howev(;~r, remained in this state for three or four mOBths, during 
which time many partial actions took place, and some indirect overtures of 
peaoo were made by.them through Shoojaoodoula. 

The Dooraunee army also suffered 'from .the want of suppJies; but the 
patience, vigilance, and activity of Ahmed Shauh, e.rwbled him to surmount 
most of the difficulties that he met with; and the confidence which the troops 
reposed on him, and the temper and moderation with which he treated' his 

The transactions of this period, and the details of the battle of Panniput, are given with great 
spirit and appl~arance of accuracy by a contempo;ary historian, whose narrative appcaL"lt in ' Engliah, 
in the third volume of the Asiatic ResearcheR. To that~ccount I beg leave to refer my readers i . but 
some pa,sagea in it prc&t!nt so lively a picture of the principal actors in thele sceot", that I cannot~-
Frain from quoting them in thiN place. . .. 
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Iridian allies, prevented any discontent or disaffection in hiscamp; "'hiie the 
8ufferings of the Mahrattas were borne.with impatien~e, as they wereuniver~ 
sally imputed to the errors of their commander. 

A.t last a large convoy, which was coming from the south of the Dooab, 
to the Mahrattas, under an escort of ten thousand horse, commanded by 
Govind Pundit, was surprised and dispersed betweeTl DeIly and Meerut by. 
Attaikhaun Populzye; and another party, which VMS escorting treasure from 
DeIly, having fallen into the hands of the Dooraunees, the MahrattaR would 
no lQnger submit to a protraction of the war, which was indeed now hecome 
imp088ible. t 

They accordingly marched ont of their· camp to' attack the Dooraunees, 
on the 7th of January 1761. The -Dooraunees got nndet" arms, and the 
battIe began a little before dayt.' The details of this action nee~ not he 

------,,-.. _--- - _._ .... _-._--_._. __ . 

• " From the day of their ani,-al in their present camp, Ahmcd Shauh Dooraunee c~u(lt'd a small 
II red tent to be pitched for him, a co.. (ab.ut a mile and a half) in front of his camp. and he came 
•• to it every morning before sun-rise: at which time, after performing his mor:oing TJrayer, he mounted 
" hi. horse and vi.ited every poet of the army, accompanied by hia Bon Timollr Shauh, and forty or 
" fifty honemen. He also reconnoitred the camp of the enemy, and in a word, law every thing 
U with hi, own eye., riding u8ually forty or fifty ("Oil e.,ery day. After neon he returned to the 
" Imall tent, and IOmetimea dined there. IIOmetimea at hi. own tent a in the linea I and thi, wa, hi. 
II daily pucti<:e • 

.. At night there was a body of five thousand horse advanced .. near 88 convenieRtly might be, to­
U ward. the enemy'. camp, where they remained all night under arm~; other bodito. went the round. 
ee of tile whole encampment; and Ahmed Shauh used touy to the Hindostaunee chids, "Do you 
u sleep, I will take care that no harm befala you:" and to say the truth, his orders were obeyed 
I. like destiny, no man daring to beaitate or delay one moment in executing them. 

" Every day the troop. and cannon on both side. were drawn out, and:l dilltant t:anllonade, with 
" many tkinnithe, of hOrle took place: towarde the evening both parties drew oft· to their camp •. 
,~ TllIi, continued for near three months: during thi. time there wtre three ,.ery ICverf' though pal' . 
" tial action.. And thus evtry day were the two arm- l'Inployed, from morning to nine or ten at 
" night, till at length the Hindollt'llnee chief. were out of all patience, and entreated the Shauh to 
" put an end to their fatigues, by coming at once to a decisive action; but hil con8tant anlwer wa., 
f4 .Tbie is • matter of war, wah which you are not acquainted. ,In other a.fFaira do .a you pleaae, 
•• ·bUt!ea"thill to me. Military operations mu.t not ~ precipitated I you .hall Bee how I will 
.. ~ thi. air., aud ata proper opportuuity will bring it tv a ,uccessful conclusion," 

t ... In tbie laet extremity, the Bhow wrote me a .hftrt note with his own hand, which he tent by 
ORe oEhit molt C4tnidentiallttYanu. The worda of the note were theee. ' 
If . The· cup it.QOW fall to the brim, and cannot bold another drop. If any thing can be done, do 

If it, ~.t1le anewer IDe pJaioly at once: bereafterthere will be no time for writing 01' 8peaking. II 
.. . '* .. 'fte'NaiIt'.·h .... ,. ttrugbt word, that the ........ « .. wm! codng out of then- lin ... 

" cbeartillerr:ia .at, .. the h'Oopt foUowingelGec 'behiml~ 
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chief of the Eimauks in the .neighbourhood of Heraut: but Ahmed Shauh's 
health now began to decline, and a -sensible diminution of' hi~ activity is 
observable fi"om this time forward. His complaint was a cancer in his face; 
it seems to have first afflicted him severely in I 76~ and it continued to do ~o 
till his death, which it occasioned. He was, however, compelJed to exert 
himself in the course of a few years, 'by the increased power of the Siks, 
who seem to have become masters of all the open country as far west as the 
Hydaspes. Ahmed went in person against them in 1767, and drove them 
again into the mountains; but this expedition, the last be made in India, 
was attcndcd by no permanent hcnent: as soon as the Shauh had quitted the 
country, the Siks appeared in greater force than ever, and before the end 
of the next year (1768), they crossed the Hydaspes, and took the famous 
fortress of Rota5s from the Dooraunees. The Shauh was about to exert 
himself to wipe off this disgrace, when his attention was called to a rebeJlion 
in Khorassaun, occasioned by Naussir Oollah Meerza, the son of Shauh 
Rokh Shauh. 

The Afghauns state that all the chiefs in l)ersia, except Kereem Kha.un 
Zend, were engaged in this war, ana their combined force gave battle to 
Ahmed Shauh's.army, under the command of his son prince Timoor, in the 
neighbourhood of Meshhed. The battle wa.s well contested: and its issue 
was more than doubtful, ' when it was restored by the vaJour of NU8seer 

Khaun, the chief of the Beloches, and ended in a complete victory: the 
Persian army took refuge with Shauh Rookh Shauh, who favourcd their 
escape, and admitted them into Meshhed. It is reckoned impious to fire 
on that sacred city, which contains tl1e tomb of the Imaum Rezza; and 
Abmed Shauh wa~, therefore, obliged to employ a blockade to reduce it, 
which succeeded after several months. Shauh Rokh Shauh gave · his daugh­
ter to Timoor Shauh, and agreed to furnish a contingent of troops to serve 
with Ahmed Shauh. 

During the siege of MesRhed, a detachment was sent to take Tubbu8, 
which held out against the Dooraunees. It was defended by Alli Murdaun 
Khaun, an Arab chief of the Zengooee tribe. The detach~ent was under 
Sirdar .J(,~haun Kha'ln, and was in part composed of Beloches under Nusseer 
Khaun. It was completely successful; Alli Murdaun was killed., and Tub­
bus taken. 

After this expedition, Ahmed Shauh returned to Candahar, where bis 
health continued to decline, and prevented his engaging in any foreifJn U;pe-
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dition. In the spring of 1773, he left Candahar for the hills of Toba in the 
Atchukzye country, where the summer is cooler than at Candahar. Here 
his malady increased, and in the begin,ning of June 1773, he died at Murgha, 
in tlie fiftieth year of his age. 

The character of Ahmed Shauh appears to have been admirably suited to 
• 

the situation in which he was placed. His enterprize and decision enabled 
him to profit by the confusion that followed the death of Naudir, and the 
prudence and moderation which he acquired from his dealings with his own 
nation, were no lesfi necessary to govem :1 warlike and independent people, 
than the bold and commanding turn of his natural genius. 

His military courage and activity are spoken of with admiration, both by 
his own subjects, and the nations with whom he was engaged either' it; wars 
or alliances. He seems to have been naturally disposed to mildness and 
clemency; and, though it i~ impossible to acquire sovereign power, and, 
perhaps in Asia, to maintain it, without crimes; yet. the memory. of no eas~ 
tern prince is stained with fewer acts of cruelty lWeI injustice. 

In his personal character he 8eem~ t.o have been cheerfhl, atfuble, and 
good natured. He maintained considerable dignity on state occasions; 
but at other times his manners were plain and familiar; and with the Doo­
raunees, he kept up the same equal and popular demeanour, which was 
usual with their Khauns before they assumed the title of King. He treated 
MooUahs and holy men with great respect, both from policy and inclination. 
He was himself a divine and an author, and was always ambitious of the 
character of a saint. 

His 'policy towards the different parts of his dominions was, to rely prin­
cipallyon conciliation with the Afghauns and Beloches; with this difthenc{~ 
between the nations, that he applied himself to the. whole peopJe in the first 
case, and only to thp- chief in the other. His possessions in Toorkistaun he 
kept under by force; but left the Tartar chiefs of the country unremoved, 
and used them with ml)deration. The Indian provinces were kel)t by force 
'aloni; ... and l·n Khorassaun he trusted to the attachment of some chiefs, took 
hostages from- others, and was ready to carry his arms against any who dis. 

turbedhis plans. . 
,It has before been observed that Ahmed did wisely in choosing to lay the 

fQundationfi ofa great empire, rather than to complete a small one. The 
etUdtn8 un-derhis dominion extended, at his death, from the west of Kho. 
rassaurt:'ltO Sirhind~ end-from the Ox us to the sea; all of which was secured 



to, him by treaties, or by actual pcMseMion: and ·bad his plans been pursued, 
there is no doubt that a government sbfficiently strong to have secured its 
own stability, would soon and easily have been introduced through the whole 
of this great empire. 

The character of Ahmed's successor 'Was unluekily very different froln his, 
and it was in a great measure owing t~ the 'System of policy introduced by 
Timoor, thnt the power of the Doorannees first became stationary, and has 
since declined. 

Timoor Shauh was horn at Meshhed in the month of December 1746, 
He was educated at his father's court, and accompanied him on many of his 

expe~itioTTS. 
His situation did not lead him to adopt the character and manners of hi3 

countrymen; and he seems never even to have heen perfectly familiar with 
their language. 'While he was yet a: youth, he was stationed in the Punjaub, 
and afterwards was appointed governor of Heraut, where the : bulk of the 
inhahitants are Persians. . 

He was at Heraut when Ahmed Shauh's illness became seriDus, and he set 
off tOT the hill" of Toba: to Ree his father before he died; and probably to 
watch over ·his own interests, when that event shouJd take place. i3efDre he 
reached Candahar, <he received positive Drders from the Shauh to return to. 
his government, whieh he was obliged reluctantly to obey. These orders 
had been obtained ny the vizier Shauh WuUee Khaun, who had befDre this 
entered into a conspiracy, with Sirdar Jehaun Khaunand some other Ddd­

raunee (~hief8, to set aside Timoor, and secure the crown, on Ahmed's de­
cotlse, to Prince Soliman, who was married to the vizier's daughter. On 
Ahmed Shauh's death, the Dooraunee chiefs held a council at Candahar to 
fix Dn his sucees.~or: th: vizier "recommended Soliman, but another party, 
headed by Abdoollah Khaun Poplllzye (whp held the great Dffice Df Dewaun 
Begee), declared for Timoor. After long debates, the cOlmcil broke up 
without haNing come to ooyresolution; and the vizier, Df his own authority, 
placed Solimaun Dn the throne. AbdDDllahand his partizans withdrew, and 
raised their dans to support TimDor's claim. 

"'Then this news reached Timoor, he marched for Candahar, with the .fhl'cc 
of his gDvernment, and such Df the Dooraunees and Eimauks as had adDpted 
hi~ caU8e. The vizier also. endeavoured to cDllect his army,", .butOOi .• t~lI3Pt 
was un8uccessfi.ll,and he found he had no resource but in sabrniattioJll ;; . heL. 
cordingly r6f'aired w the camp of'Timotlr, but :hew-MOot .Uewed·,to·.ee ,thE 
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prince, and was immediately tried and condemned to death on a charge of 
murder, brought forward to remove ftom the government the odiuol of his 
execution. 

Timoor Shauh, having now obtained undisturbed possession of llis father~s 
kingdom, gave way to his natural indolence. His whole policy was directed 
to secure his tranquillity: he never appears to have thought of aggrandizing' 
himself; and all the · operations in which he was afterwards engaged, were 
intended merely for the defence of his dominions. As he knew that a strong 
party had been formed against him among the Dooraunt~es. and that the exe .. 
ootion of the vizier had exasperated that tribe, he seems ever after to hav(:' 
regarded them with great distrust. He first shewed this in remodng the 
seat of government fi'om Candahar, in the midst of the Dooraunee country. 
to Caubul, which is inhabited hy Taujiks, the most lluict and submi~sjH.· of' 
all the subjects of the Afghann monarchy. His choice of ministers iihewed 
the same disposition. His chief counseJlol's, during his whole rf~ign, were 
Cauzy}'yzoollah, a Moollah of the obscure dan of' Dowlut ~hahcc, and 
Lootfetlli Kha\ln, a native of .Taum in western Khorassaun. In geJl(~ral, he 
left the great dignities of the state in the Dooraullec iiunilj{~s, on whom 
Ahmed Shauh had conferred them, but, by instituting new offices, and alter~ 
ing the duties of the old ones, he threw aU the government into the hands of 
Ws own dependents. 

The governments of the provinces, that were not left to their native chiefs, 
were bestowed on men of little weIght or influence; by which Timoor hoped 
to secure himself from rebellions, ilnd obtained for the present prompt obedi. 
ence t.o his orders, and complete control over the revenue. 

His finances were well regulated, and he omerved a strict econo!TlY; by 
whieh means he rendered himself independent of military expeditions for the 
ordinary expences of his government, and was able to lay up a trmlsure 
against any unexpected emergency. 
. He retained the])f)OraUllCe chiefs about his court; but 8S he had no troops 
of their tribe at the capital, they were entirely in his power, and had no 

means of'disturbing his government • 
. . Tbtl. only troops whom he kept at all times embodied, were his own guards, 

the Gholami Shauhs; which were strong enough to kC(~p the country in 
order,afld being Inqstly Persiausand Ta~iks, were unconnected with the 
Afghaul'lchief8 orpeople, and entirely devoted to the. King. These troops 
were weUpaid, ~ed mueh :ccuatefJance lromtheKing, and were jnve.ted 
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witRsomeprivilcges, of a nature which tended to leparate them·from the 
Pest of the people. 

This policy succeeded moderately w~ll in maintaining internal tranquillity: 
the provinces immediately under the King remained quiet, and, though there 
were some conspiracies during this reign, and two rebellion:t of pretendetsto 
the throne, they were either discovered 'by the King's vigilance, or defeated 
by his full treaSury and his well appointed guards; but the remote provinces 
gradually withdrew themselves from the control of the court: the govern. 
ment lost its reputation and influence abroad j and the states which had been 
obliged to preserve their own territorip.s by submission to Ahmed Shaub, now 
began to meditate schemes for aggrandizing themselves at the expenee of the 
Dooraunees. 

'The decay was not severely felt in Timoor Shauh's time; but its com­
mencement was even then observable, and it has advanced by rapid stridel 
under the reigns of his successors. 

The first ~emarkable event of Timoor's reign was the rebellion of hi!'! rela­
tion Abdoolkhaulik Khaun, which probably happened in 1774-5' Abdool. 
khaulik succeeded in assembling a f~rce of Dooraunees and Ghiljies superior 
in numbers to those the King had embodied; the latter, however, were dift­
ciplined troops under experienced leaders, and would probably have been 
victorious, even if a determined resistance had been offered, but two chiefs, 
who were supposed to have raised their claus for Abdoolkhaulik, carried them 
straight to the King, and an unexpected turn of this kind is generally deci. 
sive in a Dooraullce civil war. Abdoolkhaulik was defeated, taken, and 
blinded, and the tranquillity of the Dooraunee country was soon restored. 
From this till 1781, though there were insurrections of various extent and 
consequence in Bulkh, Khorassaun, Seestaun,and Cashmeer, yet there is but 
one which requires particular notice. 

It took place in the year 1779, and was undertaken by the Sahebzadda of' 
Chumkunee, a dervise of great sanctity, for the purpose of murdering 
Timoor Shauh and placing hiiJ brother Prince Secunder on the throne. The 
instrument he employed was Feizoollah Khaun, a chief of the Khulleels, 
who entered on this conspiracy as the means of revenging his private 
wrongs. 

This man obtained the King's permission to levy troops for an attack on 
the Punjaub, aud soon assembled a considerable number of Afgbaun&, chiefly 
of the Khyber tribes: When his plot was ripe for execution, hemuched his 
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troops to the citadel of Peshawer, on pretence. of shewing them to the King ~ 
when he reached the citadel, he .put the guards at the gates to death, and 
rushed with all his troops into the place. Timoor Shauh ha(~ only time to 
retire to the upper story of one of the' huildings of the palace, f)'om whence 
he made his situation known to his guards. 'fhe Gholami Shauhs, and t.he 
few Dooraunees who were there, immediately assembled, and made It terrible 
slaughter among }'eizoollab's men. Feizoollah and his son were taken pI-i. 
-soners and put to death, after having endured the torture without discovering 
their accomplices. Strong snspicions att.erwards fell on the Sahehzadeh, and 
the King was so far convinced of his guilt as to order him to be l~eized; 
but the whole of the Afg'haun chiefs at court interposing' in his favour, no 
further enquiry was made. 

It is not the least remarkable circumstance in this liiingllJar attempt, that 
very few of Feizoollah's troops were ac<pminted with his desigll against thC' 
King, and, that on discovering his intention after they had reach(\d Balla 
Hissaur, many of them refused to stand by him. Among thl~ge was a :H'phcw 
of his own, whom he cut down at till' gate for refusing' to enter the palace. 
No distinr.tion was maoc between the innocent and the guilty in the shlllghtcr 
which followed. 

In 178 I, Timoor Shaul! went. in person to recover Moultaull, which had 
been betrayed by the governor into the hands of the Siks. Bt' sent a light 
force in advance against a Sik army 1wa1' Moultmm, which moved on hy very 
rapid marches, sm'prized the Siks, alld totally defeated them. The city 
was taken after a sieg(l of a few days, and the garrison was ord .... red to be 
escorted to their own country; but fj'om want of discipline in the army, 
they were afterwards attacked and pillaged, and sqme of them 1J1111'der'pd. 

About this tilDc, br.oke out thc rebellion of the Talpoorees, which ended 
in the expulsion of the governor of Sind. In the course of the lIcxt year, 
the King sent a force under Muddud Khaun to reduce the insllrgt'nts, which 
soon overran the whoM proviuce. The Talpoorees retired to their original 
desart, and the other inhabitants appear to have fled to the hills and jungles 
to avoid the Dooraunee army. Muddud Khmm laidw:1~;te the country with 
fire and sword; and 80 severe were his ravages, that a dreadful famine to}. 
lowed bis campaign; and the province of Sind is said not yet to have recovered 
fi'om what it suffered on that occasion. At last, Muddud Khaun returned 
to Candahar, leaving the deposed governor in undisturbed possession of the 
provin(~e; but this. quiet was of short duration: the Talpoorecs returned as 



56i WAR WITH THE KING OF BOKHAURA. 

soon all Muddud Khaun ha~ retired, again expelled the governor, and 
recovered the whole of Sind. 

Timoor Shauh allowed a considerable time to pass hefore he made any 
further attel1lpt to reduce Sind, and it' was probably a~ late ns 1786 that 1M 
sent another army into th~t country, commanded by Ahmed Khaun Noorzye. 
This army was inferior to the first in force, and was evidently unskiltWly 
commanded. The Talpoorees did not now fly. from Sind, but collected 
troops and moved against Ahmed Khaun, who suffered himself to be led 
int.o an ambuscade, was defeated with great loss, and compelled to retreat 
to Shikarpoor. The Sindees who had before sent a vakeel to Timoor Shaub, 
now redoubled their efforts for an acconnnodation. Their vakeel appeased 
the King by the most humbJe professions, secured the ministers by great 
bribes, and at last, on the Talpoorees agreeing to pay the former revenue to 
the King, a rukkum was issued appointing tJl{~ principal of them, Meer Futteh 
AlJi, to the government. 

The reduction of Azaud Khaun's rehel1iotl in Cashm~r took place during 
the interval between the expeditions to Sind and that against Bahawul K haun, 
in the beginning of 1788, but nothing of general importance to the kingdom 
occurred till the summer of that year, when a war broke out with the U.zbek 
Tartars. Shauh Moraud Bey, King of' Bokbllura, had long been encroach. 
ing on the Dooraunee dominions, and during-.the King's expedition to Daha. 
wulpoor, he carried his aggressions so flu as to oblige Timoor Shauh to take 
decisive me~umfes for the defence of hjs northern provinces. A letter which 
Timoor Shauh wrote to Shauh Moraud on this occasion, is in ma.ny people's 
hands at Caubul. It contains a distinct statement of the grounds of the war, 
and gives a clear view of Shauh Moraud's policy at that time. It states" that 
tI Ahmed Shauh had always been on friendly terms with the state of Bok. 
" hauta. That Timoof bad maintained the same relations: that Shauh Moo .. 
.. raud hacJ for some time been encroaching on the Dooraunee empire, and 
.. had always averted a. war by speedy explanations aIrd humble professions ; 
., taking care, however, always to secure the point he had in view: that he 
.. had at last seized Mour" (or Merve), and driven away the Sheeah inhabi. 
u tants, and had given as a reason, his wish to convert them to the true 
.. M"boromedan faith: it urges, that no state can have a right to interfere 

Called Mour by the Uzbcks, and Merfe by the Peniaa •• 
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" ""ith the subjects of another on account of t.heir religion; and thcli points 
" out the inconsistency of Shauh M()raud'~ zeaLl on this occalJion, with hiil 
" detaining Timoor Sh~uh by hi~ cncroachments fhnn clearing India of Hill­
' • . doos, Jews, Christians, and other unbelil'H~l's j and with his wars against 
" tbe people of Shehr Subz, and Khojend. a.no the Toorcnlulls, who were nn· 
" doubted Soonnees." Timool' Slrauh 'says " these nations have appealed to 
" him, and he ,bas been dctermincd by Shauh Moraud's conuuct towards 
" himselt~ to take up their quarrel: he thcJl announces his int.ention of 
" moving immediately to ToorkistaIl, and requires Shaull Moraud to come to 
" him in person to settle .their differences. t, 

In the 'Pring of 1789, Timoor Shawll lllan:hed from Calluul with all army 
which his subjects reckon at a hundred thousalld men. He went. by short 
marclteli, to allow time for OVCl-tures ii.·om Shauh Moraud; anti hl' wa~ de. 
layed for a short time .by a march towardH COOIllloo:l, attt'r which lit' auvanced 
to Aukcheh, the nearest tOWI1 of the territory seized hy thc Uzbcks. On 
this, Shauh Moraud cro"sea the OXIlS at Kil1it~ with troops draWli ii'om all 
parts of his dominions and their depcndc'icics. He !;Cllt on his hrot.her Omar 
Kooshbegee to Aukcheh with a light force; while Allavcnlcc, Tauz of 
Koorghan Tippeh, cut oft' the provjsions alld foragers of "the DuoraUllee 
army. SOUle partial and indecisive actions took place at Aukchch, and Shauh 
Moraud hao met with no serious check, when he perceivcd that it. was for 
his interest to make peace; he accordingly openud a negoeiation, which he 
conducted with the skill and atlJ.n~ss for which hc was ('elcbrated, and with 
complete success. 

He was aware that Timoor Shauh entered upon the war with reluctance, 
and would be happy to withdraw from the fatigue and danger of an Uzhek 
campaign, if he could do 80 without losing his reputat.ion. He tllcrci()re 

gave him the credit of a victory and sent the principal MooJJahs a;ul religious 
men of Bokhaura to him to conjure him, by the KorauIl, amI their common 
faith, to spare the Wood of the Mussulmans by yielding to his supplications 
tor peace. Peace waR accordingly made, and Shauh Moraud's son was sent 
to Timoor's camp,. where he was honorably received, and immediately dis­
miHed. Through the w~lOle transaction, Shauh Morauo shewed the utmost 
napect awiSUDmislJion to Timool'''Shauh; but he retained all hif4 conquests at 
the peace; while the other failed in every object of his expedition, except 
that of securing his remaining doininions. 

The winter was so far advanced before TimJOr marched on his return, 
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that he was forced to leave his artillery in Bulkh, and ,many ofbis troops 
p~rished fi'om the cold and snow in crOlsing the Indian Caucasus. 

Arsil,la Khaun j chief of' the Upper Meml1nds, who had more than once 
distinguished himself in Timoor Shaull's foreign expeditious, had rebelled, 
during the war in Toorkistan, and had infested the roads ootween Peshawer 

and the capital. • 
He afterwards gave himself up to the prince who commanded at Pesha­

wer, and Timoor, witliout regarding his voluntary surrender, or the prinee's 
solicitation for his pardon, ordered him to he delivered to some of his tribe 
with whom he had a deadly f(~lHI, and by them he, was immediately put to 
death. This circullIstance if! regarded by the AJghauns as a great' stain on 
Timoor's memory. 

In the spring of 1793, Timoor Shauh was taken ill on a journey fi'om 
Peshawer, and died at Caubnl on the 20th of'May, 1793. 

At the time of Timoor Shauh's death t, nothing was settled respecting the 
succession to the throne. He had himself named ·110 heir. The eldest and 
most conspicuomi of the princes were absent. . Hoomayoon was governor 'Of 
Candahar, and Mahmood held the same office at Heraut. I)rince Abbass 
was governor ot"Peshawer, but had joined his t~lthel' on hearing of his iJlness. 
The other princes were all at CaubuJ, except I"erooz the fhll brother of Ma,h. 
mood, who was with that prince at Heraut. 

Timoor Shauh was nu sooner dead than an intrigue was set on foot to 
~ecure the crown to Shauh Zcm::\ull. It waH carried on by Timoo}' Shauh's 
f~lVourite queen, who prevailed on Sirafi'auz Khaun, the head of the Bawrik. 
zyes to join in her scheme, and by his means secured the interest of most of 
tht:· Dooraunee KhulIlls . 

. _--_ .. _-----_ .... -_ ... _--- -_._- _ .. - -------

Anina Khaun wafi ilt o~e time compelled t(,1 dlBl'l'rsc hi. fol\()wcr~ and to take Tcfuj{c in the 
country of the Otmaull Khail; and the following circumstance of his f.eceptioJa by that tribe is highly 
characteristic of Afghaun "lanners. " 

When Arsilla Khaun appl'llached t!lI~ fir$t village of the Otmaun Khail, the heads of the village, 
alarmed at tbe prospect of drawing the King's displeasure 011 tllem~clves, went out to mel:t the fugi. 
tive, and told him that their granting him the rights. of hos'pitality would involve them in a contest 
with thl~ King, to which they were perfectly unequal; and that they had therefore resolved to refuse 
him admitt.;lnce into their "illage. Arsilla Khaull enaeavoured to excite their compallion, and, 
while they were engaged in conversation with him, he sent a part of his bjlggageinto the vi~ge by 
a circuitou8 route: when the chiefs·.found that Arsil1a's people had entered their village, they imme­
diately acknowledged that he was now under their protection,. received him hospitably, and sum-
moned their tribe to defend him. , 

t The facts contained in the following pages Me entirely drawn from Mr. ~lexander'6 hiatory. 
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The princ~ of the royal family made an attempt to raise Abbass to the 
throne, but, though they behaved with much spirit, they shewed little 8kill : 
their l)ersons were secured by a stratagem: the gates of the BaUa H issar, or 
citadel of Caubul, were -seized by Zemaun's partisans; and that prince was 
declared King in a hasty meeting of the Dooraunee chief~. lIe was immcd ~ 
ately proclaimed, a largess was issuel1 to the guards, the princt's wer{' sent 
into cOIlfinement in t.he upper i()Jt of Caubul; and from that moment Shauh 
Zemaun entered qlliet~y on the administratioll f)j'tlll' gov('rnrncnt. 

Means were taken tell' assembling an annv to ('~tabJish the authoritv of the - . 
new King, and to subdue the rebellions that lllight be expected fhnH hi~ 

brothers. 
His greatest ~Ipprehension was ii'om 1-1 oomayooll , who was certainly ('11-

titled to the throne, if primogeniture ga\'(~ a claim, and who commallde.(1 at 
(~andahar, in the heart of the DOOralllll'<.~ country. He was, however, Ull­

popuJar; he was deserted hy some of his acihcrcnts, was deft'at:ed by (I small 
force commanded hy prince Sho~jau (since King), awl was cOlllpdlt>d to take 
refuge in Beloehistaun. Sha.uh Zemanll took possession of Canrlahar, allll 
soon atter received the submissions of l>rince Mahmood (who as 1 have men­
tioned, was governor of Herallt), and then set otl' t()f' Cauhul. 

As soon as Shauh Zemaun had secured himself fi'om his competitors ti)r 
the throne, he appears to have detcrmilled on an invasion of India; a mea­
sure to which he was stimulated by Mcrza Ahslln Bnkht, a prince of' the 
royal family of J)eIJy, who had fled to Caubul ill Timoor's reign, as well as 
by ambassadors who arrived about this time j'j'om Tip}>oo Sooltanfl, and who 
made great pecuniary offers to thl~ King, 011 condition that he should attack 
the British. 

In the month of December, 1793, Shauh Zcmaun marched to Pesllaw(~j', 
with the intention of immediately invading India; but this l'e:o;olutioll was 
soon dropt, fi'om the Shauh's conviction that his own dominions were not 
sufficiently settled, to admit of his embarking in f()reign expeditioTlR. Great 
confhsion had indeed arisen in the remote provinces immediat.ely 011 the 
death of Timo''>f; when the suspension of the powers of government, aild 
the prospect of a disputed succession, encouraged . foreign enemies, and in­
duced ambitious subjects to attempt their own aggrandizement. 

The most serious danger, that which threatened him on the side of Tool'­
kistaun,had, h.wever, passed over by this time. Shauh Moraud, who had 



REBELLION OF PRINCE MAHMOOD. 

been checked in his plans of conquest to the 1I0ut.h of the OXU8, by the eXe 

ertions of 'I'imoor Shauh, invaded Bulkh, immediately 00 that. monareh's 
death. Mahommed Khaun Seeah Munsoor, the King of Cauhul's governor, 
an officer of great activity and courage,was' drawn ·into ali ambuscade., with 
the greater part of his force, amount.ing to four thou!iand men, and W88 taken 
prisoner in the defeat whi(~h ensued. Shauh Moraud, expecting to profit by 
the consternation of the remaining troops, immediately advanced against the 
capital of the province; but the garrison showed a spirit which could scarce 
have been expected in such circul11!\tances: the principal Dooraunee cb.i~£" 

took the management of affairs, on the capture of their governor, ..and pre­
pared for a vigorous defence. The extensive and ruinous city of Bulkh was 
abandoned.; but dIe tort held out for three or four mouths, notwithstanding 
the utmost exertions of the enemy. Among other attempts to reduce the 
place, Shauh Moraud made use of the savage expedient of producing the 
governor under the walls, and offering to the garrison the alternative of pro­
curing his liberty by an immediate capitulation, or of seeing bim put to 
death, if they refllsed to surrender. The garrison adhering to 1meir resolu­
tion to· defend the place, Shauh Moraud's threat was barbarously executed 
beic)re thejr eyes. At last Shauh Zemaun arrived at Caubul, after his sUC e 

cess in Khora!'lsaun, and Shauh Moraud, who expel:ied that he would imme­
diately march to the relief of Bulkh, sent ambassadors, ofiering to give up 
his claims on that province, on condition of Shaub Zemaun's observing the 
treaty fCH'lnerly concluded with Timoor Shauh. Shauh Zemaull, who was· at 
that time intent on the invasion of India, readily consented ; and peace was 
a()llcludf~d about the timeot' the King's arrival at J>eshawer. 

The remaining mouths of 1793, and part of '794, were occupied . in re­
ducing Cashmeer, which had rebelled ~n Timoor's death; and in settling 
the southern provinces, whither the King went in person: on that occasion, 
he compellt!d the Ameen! of Sind to pay two miHion four hundred thousand 
rupees, on account of the tribute due front them, after which he returned to · 
Caubul. 

He did not long remain at the capital, for Mahmood, who had only sub­
nutted from necessity, bad now again rebelled, and the King 800uafier 
moved out against him, at the head of fifteen thousand men. The priDces 
met at the Hdmund, and a well contested' action took place, in which Shauh 
Zemaua, alter narrowly escaping a defe..t. obtained a complete victory. 
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Al mOlt all the cltief8 of the EimMlks, and many Dooraunees Df rank, fell 
into his hands. These were all pardoned and released: Mahmood fled from 
the field of battle, and reached Heraut in safety. 

The King, after sending a force to take possession of }'urrah, Tf'tnrned to 
Candahar, from whence he proceeded to Peshawer, and again began to col .. 
lect a8 RfDly for his faveufite pr~ject bf invading India. 

Bef()re he lett Candahar, he had dispatched Sheer Mahomed Khaun (son 
of the vizier Shauh ,V ullec) to settle the government of BclochiAtaun. 
Nusseer Khaun died in the spring of tbis year, 1794, and was succeeded by 
his son Meer Mahmood: his claim to the government was contested by Beh­
raun Khaun, a nephew of Nusseer's, who had deteated Mahmood, and mude 

himself master of a large portion of Be1ochistaull. Sheer Mahommed's 
mission was llttended with success: he deteated BehrallIl, put aJl his strong 
places into the hands of Mahmood, and left the Beloche governmp.nt, to all 
appearance restored: but that government had received a shock which it has 
never since recovered. The tribes in the south-west of l3elociJi8talm had 
heen but 1ately conquered by Nusseer, and were never perfectly subdued. 
They seized the occasion offered by these distractions, to throw oil' their 
allegia.nee, and Mahmood, whose spirit and capacity are very inferior to hilJ 
father's, has never been able to recover much more than a nominal sove· 
reignty over them. Meanwhile Shauh Zemaun's designs against India wef(~ 
again irustrated by tresh disturbances excited by his brother Hoomauyoon. 
This prince had been confined by Nusseer Khaull, but had effected his 
escape, and, atter a series of adventures, had st!(~ceeded in eolJccting an 
irregular 8l"my. .Fortune, however, enabled him to gain an unexpected vic­
tory, the result of which was the eapture of Candahar; but Shauh Zemalill 
SooR returning to the west, Hoomauyoon's troops deserted him, and it was 
not without difficulty that he escaped to the hills. 

Shauh Zemaun then returning to Peshawer, Hoomauyoon again appeared 
at the head of a force, but he was deteated by the King's lieutenants, and 
after a long flight, he was seized at Leia, on the east of the Indus, was 
blinded, and passed the rest of his life in l~onfinement. 

Thus far Shauh Zemaun's government had proceeded with reasonable COD­

duct, aDd with great success. His claim to the throne was now undisputed, 
and 'u authority established over all the country lett; by Timoor Shauh. The 
KiB8himself was active and enterprizing, and his capacity seemed sufficient, 
with . the support of those qualities, to have remedied the mistakes of his 
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father's administration, and restored the Dooraunee afi~.il'S to the train in 

which they were ldt by Ahllled Shauh. 
Notwithstanding some defi~cts .in his character, and some erroneous maxims 

in his policy; Shauh Zemaun would probably have fl.llfllled theseexp~cta. 
tiollS, if he had resolved to govern for himself; hut by committing the whole 
of his powers and duties to an unwortHy favourite, lte involved himself in a 
system (,r measures which was ruinolls to his ownfortuues and to the. pros. 

perity of' his nation. 
The first object of his attention ought to have been to secure the suppert 

of his own tribe, on which so much depended in the original plan of the 
monarchy: had he succeeded in this particular, the internal quiet of his 
country would have been at once seeured. In his f()rcign policy, his first 
ol~ject ought to have heen to dettmd Khorassaun. The power ef Persia was 
now consolidated in the hands of an active pl'ill(~e, who had already turned 
his attention to the conquest of that province; and some exertion on· the 
part of Shanh Zemaull was obviously required to check his progress; such a 
course was ilHleed necessary to the Sllccess even of his eastern expeditious. 
India was as much altered as Persia since tilt' time of Ahmed Shauh, and 
nothing was to he gained there, but by long and uninterrupted operations. 
There were no longer treaSUrt~s at DeIly to reward a march to that city; and 
the more desirable object of reducing t.he Puujaub, was not to -be accom­
plished by a hasty illcursion. The plan opposed by the Siks to Ahmed 
Shauh, which was to evacuate their country on his approach, and return 
when his army was withdrawn, could only be bafHed by keeping a force in 
the country snfficient to retain possession; and that measure could only be 
accomplished, when the western fi'ontier was secure. 

The plan actually adopted by ShRuli Zemaun was almost the reverse of 
that which has been sketched. He widened the breach between the Doo­
raunees and the court: he made no serious cf1hrt to save Khorassaun; and 
his ill.directed nml ill.timed attempts at Indian conquest., tended only to 
tru~trate· that favourit.e object of his ambition. 

The source of all his errors was his choice of W uffadar Khaun for. the 
office of vizier, and the implicit confidence which he reposed in that minister. 
\V"l!fiadar was a. Suddozye who had gradually gained the King's confidence 
by his supple and insinuating manners, and had used his ascendancy to over .. 
turn the power of Sirafrauz Khaun, and aU ,·the -great officers of the ""my 
and state: he seems to have perfectly understood the disposition of' his 
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master, who, though, proud and imperious, 'was easily led by flatterers, and 
who, with all his 10ndness for activity and entcrprize,bad not patience or 
application sufficient for managing the details of husiness. He was ambitious, 
and haughty to those who might claim equa.lity with him, and jt'alous of auy 
who could attempt to rival him in power or favour; but. his arrogance a.nd 
confidence in council were equalled b~ his timidity Wh~ll t:'xposell to plmmnal 

danger; a circumstance which added contempt to the dislike wit.h which he 
wa., otherwise regarded. His elevation and his sllbsequt:'Jlt cotllluct disgusted 
the Dooraunees, and, sensible of the ill will.tllt~y bore him, he used every 
art to infuse jealoll~y and dissension between that tribt! alld the King. Hii 
avarice was not less hurtful to the state than his ambition: the ~overnmellts 
0"provinces and other offices were openJy sold for his profit; alld the declinf' 
of the revenue, which was the consC<luellce of his embezzlements and thOSt~ Qf 
his creatures, was severely fe,)t undlH' a Prince whose operations wert! so 
e:xpensive as Shauh Zemaun's, and who luul no share of the ordt.~ r a,nd 
economy which distinguished his predeccsRor. 

The rest of Shauh Zernaun's reign was t'pcnt in attemptt; to invade India, 
from which he was always recalled by the pressure of the dangers which he 
had left unprovided for in the west .. Had he been allowed to have pUflluoc1 

his plan without interruption, its original dt'fects would have been only tlu.' 
more cnnspicllollS: he might have taken Deily from the Mahrattas, but thl' 
,.)under would not have paid the expences of' his advallce, and jf the invita.­
tion of the Rohillas, and the temvta60n of seizing the wt~aJt:h of the vizit'f 
bad led hinl on tOWUl'US Lucknow, he would have been opposed hy t.he arm}' 
then rormed for that purpose under Sir JamcH Craig; there t:all bt.~ little 
doubt, fi'om the Dooraunee modc of war, that he would have engaged in 
it, and still les.', that the result would havc put an end to his projects ill India 

Shauh Zemaun's first invasion of the Punjaub was comment'cd. at the close 
of the year 179S. He crossed the' Indus hy a bridge of boats at Attok, and 
advanoed three IIl1Lrehes to HU88un Abdaul" from which place he dctacheda 
large force under Ahm~ Khaun Sbauheenchee Bauchee, to take POSSestiiOD 

of RatJlss. This detliChment succeeded in its object, and was joiucd by 
many ,Gucken, Juts, and other MUlJSulmans of the Punjaub; whilc the Sik~ 
fled in dismay to the mountains or beyond the Hyphasis. 

".rheiralarm :was however soon dissipated; for the King had only been a 
week "at ' 'Hu88UD Abdaul, when he reeeived itlteillgence of the invasion of 
the Wetlt of KhoraMaun by Agha Mahomed Khaun Kujjur. King of Persia: 
this attack detemlined him immediately to return to the defence of his 
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dominions, and with such precipitation was his rcsolution executed, that he 
made but two marches from Hussun .Abdaul to Peshawer·, WhCl'>e he arrived 

on the 3d of January 1796. 
The Persian invasion had been designed for the {:apture ofMeshlled, where 

great discontent prevailed against the family of Nandir Shauh. Naudir 
Meerzo, the efficient ruler of the place', pursued It plan which had succeeded 
on a fonner occasion, and fled to Caubul as the Persians approached.: his 
father, Shauh Rokh~ wa~ detained by his age and infirmities, and threw him~ 
self on the mercy of the conqueror; but his submission did not soften Agha 
Mahomed, whose disposition, naturally barbarous and unrelenting, was exas­
pcrated by the'injuries which himself and family had suffered from Naudir 
Shauh. Shauh ltokh was seized on entering the Persian camp, tortlue wls 
applied to make him give up his treasures, and after enduring all the torments 
which the cruelty and avarice of his persecutor could suggest, the old and 
blind grandson of Nandir Shauh was murdered in thc Persian camp. Agha 
Mahommed theli entered Meshhed, destroyed the tomb of Nandir Shaub, 
dug up that conqueror's bones, and sent them to Teheraun. It is remarkable 
t.hat Naudir's family should be massacred and his grave dishonoured by Per­
sians, after having been so long protected by the nation from whOle yoke be 
had delivered his country. 

As Meshhedhad long been dependent. on Caubul, this attack gave great 
-cAUBe both of indignation and aJarm to Shauh Zemaun, and at. first , he seems 
to have been influenced by those feelings: he returned to Cau Iml prepared 
for war, and proposed t.o the Uzbeks to enter into' a league agaiJlst the 
'Persiane; but his ardor soon cooled, and an embassy from Agha Mahomed, 
tC'>gether with the retreat. of that monarch, succeeded in making him give up 
aU fear to}' his remaining territories, and drop all thoughts ot' revenging the 
indignity he had sufttm~d. Shauh Zemaun's infatuation for Indian expedi­
tions seconded the views of the Persians on t.hitol oc{'uioJl, and no sooner had 
Augha Mahomed withdl'awn, than he set out for Peshawer and prepared to 

return to the Pnnjaub.. He assembled a force of thirty thousand men, of 
whom one half were DoorauneeR, and in the end of November. he began his 
march for India, and advanced unopposed to Lahore, which he entered on 
the 3d of .January 1797. 

' Shauh Zemaull's general plan for reducing the country was founded on 
the practice of Ahmed Shau:h. , Hft. sent frequent Chepaww. (Jight ,pa.riiel 

+ 

• Upwards of eevcnty-&cvcn mileG. 
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moving by rapid marches) to attack the Siks in their retreat!'. to drive awa.y 
their cattle, and seize or destroy their grain: he reduced su<:.h f.orts as were 
within his l'each, and at the same time he gave great encouragement to any 
Sik chiefs who wonld submit to him; His plan was in some measure 
obstructed by the per!masions of his bigotted Moollahs, by the rapacity of the 
vizier, and by the licence of the soldiery; but ill spite of those ulliaxourable 
circumstances, he made some progress in inducing the Siks to join him, and 
several of their chiele; attended his eourt at Lahore. 

The advance of the J)ooraunee army, and the occupation of Lahore, did 
not fail in creating a strong sensation throughout I mJia. The weakness oi 
the Mahrattas, the whole of whose t()rces were drawn to the AOllthward hy 
their own dissem,ions; the feebl(mess of the government of the Nabob vizier, 
a.nd the disJlosition of the greater part of his subjects to insurrection ,Iud 
revolt; together with the anxjety of all the Mahommedans i()f the prevalence 
of their religion. and for the restoration of the house of' Timour, hud pre­
pared that country f()r a scene of·disordcr and anarchy. whidl would doubt­
less have opened as soon as the Shaull had adVRllced to Deily. This Atate of 
affairs was early perceived by the powers whose satllty was threatened. The 
Mahrattas indeed were struck with di:;may, and made little preparation to 
defend themselves, except by soliciting the assista}1(~e of their neighbours; 
but the British government a"dopted more vigorous measnres, and sellt a 
powerful army to Anoopshchcr to defend the frontier of its ally the Nabob 
vizier. 

Nor were the partizans of Shauh Zemaun u.ore inactive; intrigues were 
set on foot in many parts of Hindostan for the purpose of co-operating widl 
tha.t prince's invasion: the Rohillas had begun to assemble in :mllS, and 
every Muslulman, · even in the remotest regi~ns of the Deccan, waited in 
anxious expectation for the advance of the champion of lslaum. These hopes 
and these apprehensions were dispelled for the time by the failure of Shauh 
Zemaun's expeditions; but the impres&ion of his advance was permanent. 
Some yean 4lapsed betore the Marattas were relieved fi'om their l~xpectatioll 
of the appearance of' another Ahmed Shauh; and the principal object of' th{' 
British mission to Fersia in 1799, was to' secure a three years 8u!:!penlion of 
the -threatened attack of Shauh Zemaun. 

ShlllhZemalm's retreat in 1797 was occasioned by intelligence which 
r~hed :bim of .& rebellion in his own dominioDs. Prince Mahmood, though 
litiU allowed to retaiD his government of Heraut, had shewn an inclination to 
rebel·before the King set out for India, aud; during his absence, be had assern-
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bled an army of twenty thousand men, mo~tly Per!l!ianR of Khorassaun, with 
which he would probably have attacked Candahar, had he not been prevented 
by the King's speedy return. 

Shauh Zemauo marched against him from Candahar on the 8th of Septem­
ber, 1797, and although his own injudicious arrangemcnt~ had nearly exposed 
him to defeat, yet the effects of his imprudence were counteracted by the 
treachery of Mahmood's adherents; KiHich Khann Teimoree seized the 
citadel of Heraut in his name, and was joined by the Dooraunee governor of 
the city: the army followed the example of disaffection, and Mahmood, re~ 

duced to despair, fled to Tooshiljh with his son Caumraun. 
Shauh Zemann immediately entered Herant: two of' Mahmood's advisers 

were executed for this rebellion, but no other measures of severity were 
adopted. These arrangements occupied Shauh Zemann for some time, but 
as soon as he had a moment's leisure, he turned his attention to the Punjaub, 
where his cause had met with some reverses while he was engaged in the 
west. As soon as he had quitted the country, the Siks returned from their 
hiding places and began to retaliate on the Mussulmans the oppression which 
those of their own religion had suffered from the Dooraunees. They had 
even cut off' a party of five thousand eastern Afghauns which had advanced 
to the Hydaspes under a chief of the King's; and the whole of the Punjaub 
was as far as ever from being conquered, when the King set out on his third 
expedition. He set off ii·om Peshawer an the 25th of October, 1798, and 
advanced without molestation to Lahore. He persevered in his plan for con­
ciliating the Siks, and hy all accounts no outrage of any 80rt was offered to 
the inhabitants of the Prmjaub during this campaign. Many Sik chiefs, and 
all the Mussulman Zemeendars attended the court, and before the King 
withdrew, all the chiefs had done homage in person or through their agents ; 
and among the fonner was Rl;njt.."et Sing, now king of the Siks. 

About the end of 1798, the Shauh received news of' an invasion of Khoras­
salin by Futteh Ali Shauh, King of Persia, and set out on his return to 
Peshawer, which he reached on the 30th of January, 1799. His guns were 
lost in the Hydaspes, on his return, by a sudden rising of the river; but they 
were afterwards dug out and restored by Runjeet Sing and Saheb Sing. 

After a short stay at }leshawer, Zemaun repaired to Heraut, where he re­
solved to spend the rest of the year; .and he now appears at last· to have 
seriously turned his attention to the defence of his western dominions. This 
disposition may have been produced by the presence of his brother Mahmood 
in the Persian army, and t.he fbolr of his receiving such support from the 
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Persians as should enable him to retake Heraut; or at least to secure for 
himself som,e other part of the Dooral,lnee dominions in Persian KhorassauD. 
He had not, however, been long at Heraut, when he received accounts of 
the retreat of Futteh Alli Shauh, who. had failed in all his attempts in Kho­
rassaun: and soon after Shaul! Zemaull withdrew to Candahar, where he 
remained during the winter of 1799.' 

Not long after Zemaun had arrived at Candahar, an unsuccessful attempt. 
was nlade on Heraut by Shauh Mahmood. 

The fligh~ of that prince to TOOff;hish, on the taking of Heraut (in 1797), 
has already been mentioned; he soon after repaired to the P{~rsian court, 
where he was kindly received. 

In the spring of the next year (1798), he left the court and reti1'(~d first to 
Cashaull and then tn Ispahan. He remained t.here till the spring of 1799, 
when be accompanied the King of Persia on the expedition into Khorassnull, 
which I have just mentioned. lle J'emailled ill Khorassaun afh~r the King of 
Persia had rctired, aHd endeavoured to stir up SOUlC of the chiefs of that 
cQulltry to assist him in the attack on Heraut: ~After tailing in 'roorshi~lh 
and Tubbus, he succecded in procuring the support of Mehl' Ani Khaun, the. 
ruler of Kauin and Ikl'jclld: and he now advanced against Beraut with ten 
thousand men belonging to that chief: He must have marched ii'oJll BCljend 
within a month or two atter Shauh Zemaull left Hcraut. . 

At Izfezaur, he ' was encountel:ed by a force sent by Prince Kyser from 
Heraut, which he defeated. He then advanced and invested Hcraut: his 
operations fiere at first successfitl, but W lIffi~Jar having managt~d by an artthJ 
(Oxpedient to render Mahmood suspicious of a design on the part of Mehr 
Alli to betray him, that timid prince suddlmly quitted his camp ill the night, 
and Mebr Alliwas obliged to retreat with precipitation to bis own territory, 
which he reached after encountering great difficulties in the desart tract be­

tween Heraut and Betjund . 
.. Mahmood in~ mean time continued his flight into Tartary, and at last 

reached the court of Bokbaura. He there met with a friendly and honora.We 
reception, and had remained for some time at ' one of th~ King's palaces, 
when an agent arrived from Shauh Zemaul1 to remonstrate with Shaull Mo­
raud for gra.nting him anasylurn, and to reque6t that the King of Bokhal.lJ'u 
wonl? deliver him up to bis own sovereign, against whom he had rebeUed. 
The agent issajd to have been authorized to promise a large pecuniary grati-

. fication to the King of Bokhaura on Mahmood's being delivered up. It is 
not quite certai,n how these applications were received: th.ere can be little 
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doubt that Shauh Moraud replied to Zemaun's demands by very flattering 
profe~u~ions. It is commonly believed .that he was ahout to dcliv,tlf up Mah. 
mood, when that prince declared his intention of making a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, and, by thus introducing religion into the question of his liberation, 
interested the Ulima in his favour, and by their influence obtained leave to 
depart; but a more probable account cis, that Shauh Moraud, equally un. 
wiJling to offend Shauh Zemaun by harbouring his rival, and to sa.crifice his 
own reputatioll by betraying a guest, gave Mahmood notice of the machina. 
tions that were carrying on against him, and prevailed on him to remove all 
difficulty by quitting his dominions. On leaving Bokhaura, Shauh Mahmood 
fled 'to Khoarizm (or Oorgunge), where he was well received by the King. 
}i'rom Oorgunge he again returned to Persia. 

During the time of Mahmood's wanderings, an event took place at Can .. 
dahar which had a material efiect 011 his future tortunes. Six of the princi. 
pal Dooraunee and Kuzzleooush lords, disgusted with the power and inso. 
lence of W ufiadar Khaull, had conspired to a.ssassinate that minister, to 
depose Zemaun, and plaee pi; brotherShuja on the throne. The conspirators 
}llet often, and notwithstanding the precautions they observed, had at last 
excited 'Vaftadur's sw;piciollS, who had surrounded them with spies witbout 
being able to penetrate their design; when the Yo hole plot was 'unexpectedly 
revet~led by Mirza Shef(;~ef Khaull, the deputy of the Moonshee Baushee, to 
whom the secret had bl~cn disdosed by on~ of the conspirators. 

The principal conspirators wereSerafrauz Khaun, head of the Baurukzyes, 
Mahommed Azeem Khaun, head of the Alekkozyes, and Am~el' Arslaun 
Khaun, head of the powerfitl Persian tribe of Jewaunsheer. 

lVlahommed Azeem, the most dangerous .of the number, was first seized. 
An officer w·as th.en sent to apprehend Sirafrauz Khaun. On his arrival at 
the house of that nobleman, he was rt~~eived by his son :Futteh Khaun (the 
same who has since made so great a fig me in the Dooraunee transactions). 
Without shewing any slIspicion of' his intentions, l<~utteh Khaun apologized to 
the officer for his father's alisence, and offel"Ci~d to go and call him I he then 
repaired to Serafrauz, told him that a guard was come to seize him, and.with 
the same decision and the same indifference to the means which have since 
characteriz(·d him, proposed to assassinate the offioer, seize the guards, and 
fly from Candahar. Sirafrauz rejected these violent counsels, and at~nded 
the officer to the King. Ameer Al'slaun was at court when the order for 
geizing him was issued, and the other conspitatofs were apprehended at their 
own hOllses. 
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Next morning, they were summoned before the King, and all beheaded. 
A short time att.er t.his execution, the Amcenool Moolk and Hookoomut 
Khaun Alekkozye were also put to death; and the King's and his minister's 
fears from this conspiracy were entireIy removed. But the indignation ex­
cited hy these sanguinary measures had in reality inerea~ed their dang<"r, and 
it is frol1'l this time that the spirit of 'rebellion which occasioned the downtitll 
of Shauh letnaun t(~ok its rise. 

In the spring of -1800, Ij'utteh Alli Shauh a seeond time invaded Khoras­
saun. He was accompanied by Mahmood. whom he promised to place on 
the throne of CaubuJ. Shauh Zemaun man'hed to Heraut as SOOll as he 
heard of the advance of the King of Persia: he remaltH~rl there dllrir~g the 
snmmer, and eady in autumn he set oft; and proceeded with the greatest 'pos­

sible expedition to Caubul. lIe sent his army by the usual route, and went 
himself: with two or three thou!=iand choic(" tmops, through tlie Eimauk 
con n try, • and the almost inaecesslhle mountains of tIl(' I-bzaurehs. HH made 
pTodigious marches, and, as the road he chose was quite direct, he l~ltdwd 
the capital in less than a fortnight. Futtch AUi Shallh retired fhnu Sub",. 
waur, at the same time that Shauh Zemaun Jeft Heraut. 

Shaub :Mahmood who-was left in Khorassaun, retired to TlIhbus in despair 
of assistan.ce from the Persians, and t~xtremely disgusted with the conduct 
of their court. He was still attended by Akram Khaun Alizye, and two or 
three other Dooraunee chiefR. who had shared in aJJ his t()rtull('s: his pros­
pects never. wore a worse aspect titan at this time; when the arrival of 
Futteh Khaun Baurikzye gave it new direction to hi" councils, and engaged 
him in an enterprize which \lltimately led-him to the throne. Futteh Khaull 
had fled to his castle of Girishk 011 the death of his f~lther, hut had been 
compelled to quit it, from his apprehension of the King's power. He was 
animated -with the spirit of revenge and hatred to Shauh Zemalln and his 
tRinist.er'; and his observation of the state of men's minds in the Doorallnee 
ctMJntry,-was sufficient. to determine a man of his sanguine character to make 
a -b0td "attempt to overthrow the government. His advice to Mahmood was 
tetel" no longer on foreign aid, but to advance on C::lldahar, :it.:~(l trust to 
the Doorauneesfor supporting his cause. The project must have been re­
ceived with ardour by 'the Dooraullces, always disposed to bold enterprizes, 
and -iMpatient 6f exile more than of all other calamities. 

Shauh Mahmood left Tubbus with no more than fifty horsemen, crossed 
the desart into Seestalll, and advanced to JeHalabad the capital of that pro­
vince. He was received with open arms by -Behraum KhauIl, the chief of 
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Seestaun; who gave his daughter to prince Caumraun, equipped Mahmood's 
friends, already worn out: with their long march in the destUi:, and proposed 
to assist that prince with the force of his province. His offer was rejected, 
in p"nmance of F'lltteh Khalln's plan; amI Mahmood entertld the Dooraunee 
country with the remains of his exhausted party. 

His adviser 'had not misjudged the" disposition of his coulltrymen: the 
Dooraunees flocked to Mahmood, and on his advance to Candahar, he as­
sembled so great a force as to be able to face the Meer Akhor 41<, who had 
been left in command of the province. That officer eneamped under the 
place ti1l he was so much distressed by the partial but frequent attacks of the 
enemy, that he was obliged to retire within the walls. 

'the place was then invested by Mahmood, whose army continued to in­
crease till the forty-second day of the siege, when Futte.h Khautl contrived 
to get himself introduced, almost alone. into the town, and immediately threw 
himself on the honour of Ahdoolla, a powerful chief of the garrison. The 
force of this method of solicitation is explained in another place; it had 
compll~te effect in thil-l instaQcc, Abdoolla declared for Mahmood, the Meer 
Akhor was compelled to fly; and Candahar opened its gates to the rebels. 

While these things were passing, and even a1ttir accounts of their com­
mencement had readwd him, Shauh Zemaun was assiduously employed in 
preparations ii)r another invasion of Hindostan. It was not till he heard of 
the fall of Candahal', hy which time he had arrived at Peshawer, that he was 
roused fi'om th;!'! infatuation. He then gave up his plans on India, and fe-
t~lrlled to Cauhul. . 

He did not~ however, leave Pesllawer without committing some fatal acts 
of imp1'lldence. • 

Abdoollah Khann Alekkozye, the governor of Cashmeer, had come to 
('omt, and was seized and tortured; on which his brother SydaulKhaun 
who was at Candahar, went over to Mahmood with his whole clan (the Alek. 
kozyes). Zemaun next detached an army of fifteen thousand mCD against 
Cashmeer, under Mool1ah Ahmed and Meer Vise Noorzye. This force 
which might have been sowell employed in quelling Mahmood's rebellion, 
was di"persed before it reached Cashmeer, by the imprudence of its. com­
mander Moollah Ahmed, 

Shauh Zen'laun left a considerable force at }leshawer, under his brother 

.. Master of the Hone, 
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Shtljau 001 Moolk, al.d seems to have had no sense of the general disatll'c. 
tion, but to have reckoned on defeating Mahmood without any great c~cr­
tion. When he reached Caubul, the true . state of affairs broke in on Ilis 
mind, and his security was succeeded by the utmost disqlliet and alarm. 
Aware of t.he disaffectiori of the Doorallnl'e chiefs, he scarcely t1lOught him­
self Rate among them; hif; gllards were doubted, and tlwir clJ~tomary appear­
ance at the court wa::; changed into constant duty over the palnct'. 'I'll(' 
King's distrust of hiR own tribe was farther marked uy his anxiolls endea­
vours to gain the Ghiljies ; and these precautions, while they gave cOllfidencl' 
to the disaffected, disgusted mallY who were neutral or well-disposed. The 
terrors of the vizier were stilI more conspicuous; and from his knowll timi. 
dity, it is probablt' the pallic had seized. him bet()f(~ it infect.ed the King_ Ht· 
was more difficult bf access than ever, hit'( manner was become Sll.~pjCjOIl" 

and<li~tracted; and. his resolutions were hasty and wavering. T/lt:~ distrust 
which the Court shewed of its own t()ltune, soon spread to ./w peopl€. and, 
tn a snperstitiolls nation, omens were not wanting to confirm their ~xp{'cta. 
tion of some great reverse. 

Afror some vain negociat.ions, the King marched against the rebcl~ with 
thirty thousand.men: he sent on t\~'o parties in ii'ont of hiR army, of which 
the most advanced was under Ahmed Khaun Noorzye, and the King SOO)) 

after fell into the rear, and ever after remained a march or two behind the 
army; a plan probably suggested by the fears of the minister, which added 
to the alarm of the troops. . 

.alllned Khaun had many insults and injuries to revenge Oll the vizier, 
and so little was he trusted, that shortly before he got this important com. 
manc4 he was thought to have been marked out fbr execution by the mlllist/~r; 
yet in this extremity Wufi'adar Khaun seized on the hope, that by conterring 
hon·ours and flattering appointments on Ahmed Khaun, he could briug him 
over to his interests. He was accordingly entrusted with the command of 
the vanguard ~ the conduct of which former experien(~e had shewn g;ncraUy 
to decide the fidelity or desertion of the army. 

Ahmed Khaun was, however, undeter;mined what line of cond,uct to pur­
rmewhen he left the main body; at least Futteh Khaun thought be was so, 
and the st~ps he took to sec~re his co-operation, though perfectly consistent 
with the headlong violence of :Futteh Khaun's character, would be incrt."di. 
bIe, · if imputed to any other persop. He seized AbdoolJah Khuun, the 
brother of Ahmed Khaun Noorzye, and threw him into close confinement, 
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threatening to put him to instant death, if his brother did not come over. 
AbdooJ]a had joined Mahmood in an 'important crisis, nnd his fidelity was 
never doubted; hilt Futteh Khaun knew Ahmed's attaehment to his brothel', 
anel was very careless ahout the justice of his measures, jf they answered 
the end in view. 

If Ahmed Khann really wavered, thi~ threat determined him; for, when 
he met Mahmood's advance at Sirreeasp, he joined it with the whole body 
under his rOllllnand. 

The main army commanded by prince Nallssir was at. Auhitauzec, not far 
from Sirrecasp, ·when news was received that t.he advanced guards were near 
each other, and soon after that they had engaged; on which the army halted 
and entrenched. The filet of Ahmed's desertion was soon after known, but 
produced no great sensation in the army. Its effect was different in the 
King's own little camp, where every deci~ion was influenced by WlltFadar: 
all was given up for lost, and the King fled with precipitation towards Cau­
bul. It was probably the knowledge of this desertion which first altered the 
conduct of the troops under prince Naussir: they soon became so mlltinou~, 
that t.he prince was olJIiged to quit the _ army, and fly towards Caubul; on 
which the army fe]] into entire disorder, and probab1y broke-up. 

A party of two thousand men, under I~'utteh Khaun, was immediately sent 
hy Mahmood to Canbul, and he soon after marched himself in the same 
direction. 

In the mean time, ~hauh Zemaun pursuecl his flight with the utmost pre­
cipitation, till he reached the Shainwarec cO'-1ntry, worn out with hUDger 
and fhtigue. The vizier now proposeJ that the King should Atop and refresh 
at the castle of Moollah Aushik, a dependent of' hi:;;: the Meer Akhor re­
monstrated against the delay; htit finding his arguments overruled, he quitted 
the party, and after many adventures arrived safe at Peshawer. The King, 
attencl£d by the vizier a)ld his two brothers, the Khauni Moollah, the Shautir 
Ballshee, and a filvouritp. Peshkhedmllt. entered Moollah Aushik's castle. 
The Moolah received them hospitably; but at the saine time took mt'!asures 
to prevent their escape, and sent oj' a messenger to Mahmood, who was now 
at Caublll, to announce their seizure. 

In the mean time, Zemaun discovered that he -was under restraint, and 
tried all means to persuade Moollah Aushik to refrain from an action so full 
of disgrace as betrayiilg a guest who was at once his King and his benefactor: 
these arguments failing, he had recourse to force, which also proved ine1fec-
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tual. He'then gave himself up to his tate, awi bore his slibsequent calami. 
ties with patience and firmness. 

Assud Khaun, a brother of ,Futteh Khaun's, was instantly dispatched to 
secure Zemaun, and SOOI1 after an officer was sent with a surgeon to put out 
his eyes. The messengers met Zemaun on his way to Caulml, and performed 
their orders by pie!cing his eyes with a lancet. He was then carried to 
Caubul and confined in the Balla Hissaur. 

He remained in confinement aU Mahmood's reign, but \\'a." released ou 
Shuja's accession; he has since lived in comparative ease and comJort. Wut~ 

f~dar and his brothers were executed SOOI1 after their seizure. 
Mahmood's accession was at first joyfully welcomed by a]\ ranks of ml~lI, 

W ufiadar had disgusted the great. by his systematic depression of their order, 
as well as the poor by his exactions; and the nation' fondly hoped that by a 
change of government they might recover, jf not the glorioui'i and pro~pcrolll.' 
career of Ahmed, the tranquillity which they had enjoyed under his son. 
But the character of Shauh Mahmood was calculated t.o disappoillt all thcir 
expectations: unprincipled, indolent, and timid, he ~han~d as little ill th{' 
cares of government as in the toils and dangeri'i of war; and while his own 
ease and safety were secure, he was illdifi{~rent to the conduct of his minist.ers 
and to the welfare of his people. 

The government of the state was left entirely to Akram Khaun Alizye and 
Futteh Khallll Baurikzye. The first of these chieftains had all. the charac­
teristics of a Dooraunee nobleman. l~t, W11S proud, high.spirited, and obsti. 
nate, frugal but not sordid in 'ex pence, ste~dy in hit! attachment to his party, 
and strict in conforming to the notions of' honor which prc\'aiJ ainong hi~ 
countrymen. J;'utteh Khaun has since become one of the most prOllllnfmt 
characters "in the Dooraunee history, and now holds the office of vizier, and 
enjoys the supreme power under the nam{~ of his reluctant sovereign. Ex .. 
cepting the short and turbulent period of Mahmood's success, the early part 
of his lif~ was spent in intrigues and adventures, sometimes supporting a 
reb~l force by plunder, and sometimes liviJlg in jealous and precarious 
triendshipwith the King. His character is such as sl.eh circumstances 
might be! expected to form. A!:l. his misfortunes never reduced him to de-

• DuriP, his confinement I¥! secreted the Col1echoor (one of thc most valuable diamonds in tlw 
worl~). with some other jcwels,ill the wall of his apartment, where they were afterwards fouad 011 

SbUjl's ",c~ljon~' , 
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pendence, his spirit remains oobroken, and his activity undiminished. He 
is acknowledged on all hands to be a man of talents and courage; and by his 
own adherents, he is greatly beloved. He attaches bill followers by the most 
profuse liberality, and the utmost laxity of discipline. As he is unrestrained 
by principle, and accustomed to sudden reverses, he employs the opportunities 
that fortune throws in his way, without' discretion or moderation, to enrich his 
adherents and gratify their passions and his own. Though excessively 
addicted to wine, he never remits his vigilance over the interests of his 
party; or if ht does, his neglect is compensated by the promptitude of his 
resolutions, and hitll vigor and decision in executing them. In his person he 
is said to' be tall and very handsome, though rather thin: his manners are 
gentle and modest, and form a strong contrast to his conduct, which is 
equally exempt fi'om the influence of shame, fear, and compassion. 

There were many other chief." at the court of Mahmood, who enjoyed, a 
less share of power derived from their birth or talents; or more fi'equently 
from favour and from their tried attachment to the ruling party. In the 
licence of thi~ reign, each of these was able to indulge his rapacity and 
satiate his private enmities without any restraint, except such as was imposed 
by the passions of his rivals. The utmost licentiousness prevailed among the 
soldiery, on whom the court relied; and !i'om the constant disturbances 
which lasted till Mahmood's deposition, his reign more resembled the tem. 
porary success of a military adventurer than the establishment of' a regular 
government. 
Mah~ood's government wa~ now fully established in the capital, but the 

provinces were as yet by no means under his authority. 
Heraut had been given up to his brother JC'erooz, who acknowledged 

Mahmood for King, but governed Heraut exactly as if he had l,een inde. 
pendent. 

The north-eastern tribes still held out for Zemaun. The other provinces 
probably waited the final settJement of the disput.e for the crown, without 
declaring for either party. 

The principal opponent to Mahmood who now remained, was Prince 
Shuja 001 Moolk, the fliH brother of Shauh Zemalln. This prince, then 
about twenty years of age, had been left at Peshawer with a small party of 
guards. Shauh Zemaun's family, and almost all the jewels and other pro­
pertyof the crown had been committed to his charge. After tbe first panic 
that followed his brother's defeat, he took the resolution to proclaim himself 
King and prepare for a regular contest with the .usurper. He accordingly 
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distributed large sums among the tribes roundPeshawer, and soon saw the 
greater part of the Berdooraunees flock to his standard. 

A considerable alarm appears to have prevailed at .Mahmood's court in 
consequence of this step: his cause had already become unpopular ii'om the 
general relaxation of all government, which left the bulk of the inhabitants 
of the country at the mercy of the cburtiers and the soldiery; and a plot in 
favour of Shoojau was discovered to have been entered on by M(lkhtaul' 
Ooddowla. That nobleman was however arrested. and t.he plot came to 
nothing. 

On the loth of September, 1801, Shoojaool Moolk ma'rched from Pesha-weJ' 
to attack Caubul. About half way between those cities, he f<)Und Mah­
mood's force, consisting of three thousand men, drawn up at Eshpaun, ill a 
narrow plain surrounded with hi1ls, and having the brook of SooJ'khrood in 
their front. . Shuja had at this time at least ten. thousand men; but they 
were Berdooraunees, and though accustomed to the battles of t.heir clans, 
tMy were strangers to discipline and to regular war. Shuja's arms were, 
however, victorious in the beginning of the battle; but his Bcrdooraunce 
troops, eager to profit by the confusion, quitted their line as soon as they 
thought the victory decided, and began to plunder t.he royal treasures, which 
Shuja had imprudently brought int.o the field. li'utteh Khaun seized this 
opportunity, and charging at the head of his Baurikzyes, completed the con· 
fi.lsion in S+mja's army. The battle was now decided, and Shuja csc~pcd 
with some difficulty to the Khyber hiBs, where he remained till a fresh oppor­
tunity offered of asserting his claim to the throne. 

The destruction of Shuja's army was fur Ii'om restoring the quiet of the 
kingdom, fi)r an insurrection now bl'oke out which threatened to be 6.tal, 
not only to Mahmood's power, hutto the existence of the Dooraunee go­
vernment. The Ghiljies had remaiDed in perfect tranquillity since the reign 
of Ahmed Shauh, and were now to appearance entirely reconciled to the 
I>ooraunees: the descendants of t.heir kings had been treated with kindness, 
and AbdoOl'eheem, the reprt.~sentative of their royal HunilYt enjoyed a pension 
from Shauh Zemaull, in addition to his paternal estates. The rest of the 
Ghiljies might still experience some injustice in common with the other tribes, 
bvt nothing done by the Dooraunees shewed any remains of particular enmity 
to them. 

The ancient rivalry of the tribes was, however, still remembered by the 
Ghlljies,and the ·weakness of the Dooraunee government gave them a good 
opportunity of recovering their independence. 
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The rebellion was ·first planned at Cwbul, where many of the Ghiljie 
c~iefs happened to he. They offered the crown to Abdoorehecm; who, 
though he had lately been injured by the government, was alarmed at the 
danger of an insurrection, aud accept,~d their propn"lal with great reluctance. 
The chiefs then set off to prepare their, tribes, and afterwards held oth~ 
meetings, at which they settled the platn of their operations. 

A for~e was appointed to check the Doorallnces of Candahar, and the 
rest of the t.roops were destined against Cauhul.This last division moved 
first towards Ghuzni : 'they took several small places in their way, and de~ 
feated the gc")vernor 'of Ghuzni in the field; but the town held out,and the 
Ghiljies, aner (lestroying the fields and orehards in the neighbourhood, ad .. 
vanced through Shilgur al~d Zoormul into LogUf: many Ghiljies joined 
them on t.heir march. 

The Dooraunee'government was so little on its guard against tJtese prepara­
tions, that. it was not. till the advance of the Ghiljies to Ghuzni, that the 
King received any information of their intention to rebe1. It i~ impossible 
to describe the consternation which this unexpected event created at Caubul. 
'fhe government was new, and the greater part of the kingdom unsettJed : 
the few troops the King had, were detached. to Peshawer, and none re. 
mained abollt his person, but some Gholami Shauhs, and the retainers of the 
DoorauTlce Khallns who were at court. The deficiency in numbers was, in 
some measure, compensated by the alacrity and unanimity whit'h the com­
mon danger produced; the Khauns, their relations, and even their menial 
servants, armed and offered to serve without pay. Such as could not. procure 
arms, wer(' equipped from the King's armoury; and a body was thus formed, 
amounting to three or fOllr thousand men. 

Mookht.ar Oodoulah was released from confinement on this occasion, a.nd 
the chief direction of t.he King's troop~ was entrusted to him. They set out 
from CaubuJ on the 12th of November, and took the way to Ghuzni,but 
80011 learned that the rebelg had passed that city, and were advancing through 
LOgUf upon CaubuI. On thi~: the King's troops altered their course. and on 
their arrival at Sejawund, they met the Ghiljie army. This body 'Was at 
least twenty thousand strong, but was composed almost entirely of infantr-y, 

, aU ill armed, and ~ome with no weapon but a club. It was under little corf~ 
trol, and entirely devoid of every thing like order. The Dooraunees' dreW 
up in line in three divisions, with their camel swivels in front, and halted in 
thi~ form to 'receive the Ghiljies, who rushed 'on in a confused mass, regird,.: 
less of the fire that was kept up on them. When they had passedthecamel~ 
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guns, they made a furious charge" f)n the Doorallnee line: the division that. 
was opposed to their column gltVC way, .and the victory seemed to be decided 
in favour of. the Ghiljies, t.ill the unbroken part of the Dooraunees wheeling 
in on the flanks of the eneH1Y, checked their progress, and forced them to 
attend to their own safety. The Ghiljies, though brokcn by this attack, 
were not dispersed, but retreated iI1 a body to Killaee Zirrcen, a fort of 
their own in the hills, about six miles from the field of battle. The Do01'an­
nees followed them for part of "thp way, but not being able to make any im­
pression on them, they gave up the pursuit. 

The Ghiljies received reinforcements in the night; and early next mOrtl­
ing they quitted Killaee Zirreen, and marched in the direction of CaubuI, 
leaviflg the Dooraunpes at some distance on their letL They reached Killaec 
Shauhee, within a few miles of Caubul, in the course of the {'veIling, whiJe 
the Dooraunees, having no intelligence, remained halted the whole of that 
day. Next morning they learned the movements of the GhiIjies, and 
marched in great haste. and alarm to Killaee Ameen 001 Moolk, between 
the enemy's army and the city. 

The Ghiljies, who had hitherto behaved with some regularity, now broke 
out into rapine and violence: they plundered the villages in their neighbour. 
hood during the night, in c0ntempt of Abdooreheem's endeavours to restrain 
them; and in th~ moming they marched out to attack the Dooraullees, with. 
out prders, and apparently without concert. They were entirely defeated 
with great slaughter; three thousand melJ arf~ said to have been killed in the 
battle and pursuit, and the rest dispersed to their own districts. The Doo: 
raunees then returned to Caubul, where they erected a pyramid of the heads 
of the enemy that had fallen in the bat.tlp. 

The setting In of the winter prevented any further hostilities at that. time; 
but, early in the spring of 1802, the Ghiljies rose as suddenly as before, and 
with more arrangement: almost the whole of the GhiJjie clans were now 
engaged. Their force ilS said to have amounted to fifty thou~and men. 

It wa; deterl~ined that a body under Abdooreheem should attack <.;aubul 
Prom th~ south, and an equal body, under Futteh KhauB Babukllfzye, fi'om 
the eaRt; while at()rce of t.en thousand G hiljies should keep the Dooraunees 
employed within their own boundaries. To each of these divisions a Doo­
raunee atmy Wli-S olJPQsed, and three actions took place, all of which termi. 
nated in the entire lRlCCeSS of the Dooraunees. 

It is universally said (and th~ existence of the report, whether accurate or 
not. shews the state of the country at the time). that these three- battles. the 
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defeat of the Khyberees under Shauh Sftuja, and a victory over the Uzbeks 
in Bulkh, took place on the same day. in March, I 8o~. 

After this struggle, part of the King's force was detached to ravage the 
Ghiljie country, and in'the course of its operations, it defeated ,a body of 
ten thousand Ghiljies at Moollah Shaudee· t which was the last stand made 
by that tribe. 

The severities of the government ceased with the campaign; and after 
tranquillity was restored, the Ghiljies experienced exactly the same treatment 
as before their rehellion. 

It has already been mentioned that prmce Shujau sustained a defeat on the 
same day with the three great Ghiljie battles: that prince haq advanced 
against Peshawcr at the head of twelve thousand Khyberees, and was op­
posed by the regular troops of the city: a battle took place, in which the 
Khyberees were defeated with great slaughter, and the battle happening in 
summer, vast numbers perished from heat and thirst before they regained 
their mountains. Shujau, with difficulty, escaped to his former retreat. 

The quiet of the kingdom was BOW entirely restored; but the government 
was left in a state of deplorable weakness: few of the provinces had beell 
reduced; the Khaun of the Beloches, and many of the Afghaun tribes, re· 
fused to acknowledge so unsettled a government; and, as the treasury was 
empty, the King was destitute of the meaus of making a vigorous effort to 
restore the authority of the crown. 

The Persians had profited by the distracted state of t.he monarchy, and 
had, in one campaign, almost completed the conquest of Persian Khoras. 
saUIl. 'The last place they took was Meshhed, in which city Naudir Mirza, 
and t~irty-eight_other persons of Naudir Shauh's family, were taken priso. 
ners, and carried to Teheraun, where they were all put to death, except one 
infant. 

A son of Futteh AlIi Shauh's was stationed at Meshhed, as governor of 
Persian Khoras§uun; and the conquest of that country by the Persians lJlny 
be dated from this period, though Toorshish was not reducc·d till 18 I 0, and 
KeIaut Naudiree, Ibelieve, still holds out. Meshhed was taken ill.the SUlJ;)P 

mer of 180z. 

At the close of the Ghiljie war, and after the defeat of Shujau 001 MOQIk. 
the Court found itselffreed from all immediate danger, aIld a~ leisure tetake. 

----- .. -'-"-"-'--.--.--.. -~-.'-.'--"--'---'---.'-- -------
11th of May, JSQ~. 
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measures for reducing the rebellious provinces; but; as might be. expected in 
such a, government, . the return of safe~y from without, was accompanied by 
dissensions among the chiefs of the ruling party, and particularly betweel1 
the two great leaders, Akram khaun Alizye and Futteh Khaun. The latter 
was, however, at length dispatched with a force to settle the south-east ofl the 
kingdom. He first proceeded to PeMlawer, where he extorted money ii'om 
the town, and received fifty thousand rupees fi'om the chief ,of Cashmeer: 
he then marched to the south through Columt, BunDoo, and Damaun, levy­
ing the reveuue as he past: he spent a long time in endeavouring to reduce 
the Vizeerees, 'and after plundering their lands, he marched, settling t.he 
country as he passed, to Candahar, where he arrived in the summer of 
1803. 

Several important 'events had taken place in that quarter during his 
absence. 

Shujau Dol Moolk had remained at Chora in the Afreedee country, from 
the time of his de teat, till F'utteh Khaun's arrival at l>eshawer. His former 
adherents still remained with him, and still treated him as King: but he 
seems himself to have given up all thoughts of any further struggle, and to 
have spent almost the whole of his time in reading and conversing with his 
military adherents, and some Jearned men, who had accompanied him in his 
retreat. The arrival of Futh~h Khaun with such a force in Peshawer, ren· 
deted his residence at Chora unsafe, and he was compeJJed to retire further 
south, and take refuge among the mountains of the Cankers, where he con­
tinued to wander about, subsisting himself and his follow~rt; on the, money 
which he occasionally obtained by the sale of his jewels, and by the casual 
ho~pitality of the people whose country he entered. He was in this condi­
tion in the depth of the winter of 1802, near the town of Shawl, or Zuetta, 
in :Beiochistal'm. He sent 'Meer Abool Hussun Khaun, and the Zubtbegee, into 
Shawl, to eudeavour to "ell some jewe1s; but in such a place no purchaser ('ould 
weHbe expected: on their return they met the prince, who, in his anxiety, had 
left"his Starving adherents, and rode out to meet them and learn their success. 
He was' in despair when he found they had failed, and immediately assembled 
hisprlnopal 8dherents~ ' to consult on the course to be pursued. In this eX4 . . . , . 
tremity, the Zubtbegee mentioned that a large c~avan had that day entered 
Shaw), and, notwithstan~ing the prince's reluctance, it was 8()(m resolved to 
plunder it. The prince's troops accordingly surrounded the town, and the 
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merchants finding ttleir r-etreatcut of4 gave up their propetty, and received 
ftOtesin the prince'g name promising ~o pay the value at ,a . future time. 

This caravan was worth more than three lacks of rupees; aud not on]y re· 
lieved the prince's present wants, but enabled' him to assemble troops for an 
attack on Candahar, in which he was to be assisted by Muddud Khaun, son 
of the former chief' of that name. The attempt, however, failed -for want 
of' concert, and Shuja was compelled to retire into the hills, where his army 
soon atter dispersed. 

Iu the mean time Mahmood's 'government was hastening to decay. The 
King's weakness and indolence had drawn universal contempt on his admini. 
stration; his orders were disobeyed with impunity, and his officers scarcely 
possessed sufficient weight to maintain ordinary tranquillity in the capital. 

The Gholanii Shahs (the King's Kutzilbaush guards), who joined the 
violence of their military habits to the natural licentiousness of their nation, 
were gltilty of the greatest excesses, and raised the utmost indihrnation among 
the inhabitants of CaubuJ, who were not more irritated by their rapacity 
and oppression, than disgustt'd with their contempt for decency and sobriety, 
and their open profession of the Shceah religion, which their prejudices led 
them to look on with peculiar aversion. 

These disorders were aggravated, and the discontents they occasioned were 
rendered formidable by the absence of :Futteh Khaun, and the death of 
Akram Khaun, which deprived the King of his boldest and most powerful 

ministers. 
li'requent complaints were made of the conduct of the Gholams, hut were 

disregarded by Mahmood, whose natural indolence was strengthened by his 
fondness for the manners which disgusted his subjects, and by the fear of 
offending those troops whom he considered as the best support of his power. 
His partiality increased the discontents of the populace, and there wetenot 
wanting men of higher rank, who were disposed to foment their disaffectioll, 
and to profit by it.s effect~~. The most prominent of these, at first, Were 
Ahmed Khaun Noorzye, and Nawaub Kbaun the lame, two noblem~h·o£ 
Ahmed Shauh's court. who atfected the virtues and prejudices 'of' the Doo­
raunees of former times; but the rea] mover of all the tumults 'Which now· 
ensued, was Mookhtar oo-Doulah, a man well calculated to take the l~ en 
such an occasion. 

.-- , -~ .. -,¥._----- -------.~ .. -.,-. _.-.. --.----'-.. _--

He paid many of them after his accession. 
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Under the mask of moderation, f,lnd even contempt for worldly honours; 
he concea,led the highest ambition. He had long borne with impatience, his 
exclusion from the office of v~ziel', which he considered as ,his birth-right; 
and the government, aware of his high pretensions, were induced to withhold 
the hQIIOUrS and confidence which he had merited by his own great services, 
His qualities were Ruch as were sure. to gain popularity among his country­
snen. His bravery was distinguished, and he possessed all the military ac­
complishments of his nation. He was entirely indifferent about money t 
except as. an instrument of his ambition; he had the utmost contempt for 
pomp, he even affected the dress and manners of a dervise, and this situ. 
plicity in a man of his. known rank and reputation as a soldier and a states. 
man, seems to have gr~atly endeared him to the people. Even when he was 
vizier, .. the meanest person had access to him, either in his house or when he 
went out, as he often did unattended, and sometimes on foot. He ~carceJy 
ever refused a favour, and if he couid not tire out his suitors by his pati~nce 
and composure, his only resource was in promi"es, of which he made more 
than he ever cared to perf()rm., He had hrreat good natme and modera.tion 
towards hia ~nel11ies, whom he not only forgave lor past offences, but allowed 
to molest him with impunity when he had them in his power. These quali ... 
ties captivated the generality of men, who did not so easily perceive his am. 
bition,his want of principle, his fondness for intrigue, and his turn for art 
and, dissimulation. He 'Was singularly qualified for conducting an insurrec­
tion in which religion could be brought to ~harc ~ he had been obliged to fly 
to Belochistaun Oll the death of his father (the vizier Shauh Wullee Khaull), 
apd had employed his banishment in study, so that he was now reckuned one 
0( the most eminent Moollahs in the Afghaun dominions. He was more 
careless in the forms of devotioo than Dooraunees generally are, but be had 
alway, affected, and probably felt; great zeaJ for the, Soon nee religion. He 
w~o _Si,dU9U8 in paying .court to men of learning and sanctity, and Syud 
Mmed, .commonly called the Meer Waez, who was eminent in both those 
char~terl$, ,,~~ his. most confidential fneud. 

, '.{b,i.s, mt\n pOfi8e8s~d ,great natural talents, .and by frequent pilgrimages to 
)(,(~a",,~~by: the purity and even austerity of his life, had gained the 
h.jgJlett ;J'eputa'ttion and iuftuence' in Caubul. His . authority wu strengthened 
by, tbefreedom rwith which-he preached against the vices .of t4ecourt, the 
general coci'uption of manners, and the encouragement wbich was openly 
given to Sheeahs, against whom, in consistency with the 'prejudices of the 
people, he declaimed ,88 · blasphesners and infidels. The 1\'1 eer Waez hail 
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already made himself conspicuous by a formal complaint to the King ngainst 
the excesses of his guards, and may ~ considered as the avowed head of the 
mal.contents during the early stages ~f the ins.urrection. . 

The discontents of the people had risen to a great height, when an inci. 
dent occurred which gave them an incitement; and a pretence for open tu­
mult. This was the execution of a YQung man of Caubul, for the murder 
of a Kuzzilbaush, with whom he had quarrelled: the populace affected tn 
consider his condemnation as dictated by Mahmood's partiality to the 
Sheeahs, and were marching to inter him with the honours of a malty!", when 
the procession was fired on by a party of Kuzzj]baushe~ and they were 
obliged to retire with the corpse to the house of the Meer Waez~ This 
fresh outrage raised the indignation of the. populace to the highest pitch, 
and taking advantage of the absence of the Gholaums, who were in attend. 
ance on the King, they attacked the quarters of one of their divisiofts, 
which, after a short resistance, they forced and plundered. 

The battle was renewed with greater fury on the next day: numbers of 
the people of the country rpund Caubul, flocked in to assist the Soonllees ; 
and many of the musketeers of the Cohistaun were led by a saint of their 
~ountry to the aid of the same cause. Mookhtaur Oodowla and other 
Dooraunee lords were now seen' openly e~citing the populace to tight for 
their re1igion, while the Meer Waez promised the joys of paradise -to those 
who should faU, and sprinkled the leaders of the attack with the waters of 
the holy fountain of Zemzem .. , which he had himse]f brought from Mecca. 
Both parties were, however, exhausted by the length of ..an unusually·. hot 
summer's day, and towards evening an apparent reconciliation was brought 
about by the submission of the Persians. This tumult took place on the 4th 
and 5th of June. Both paJlties were now desirous of a temporary suspen­
sion of operations : the King wished to wait for Futteh Khaun, who wason 
his march with an army from Candahar; and Mokhtaur Oodoulah, for prince 
Shooja, whom he had invited to set up for King. Mahmood's. fears, how­
ever, precipitated affairs bef~Jre he was prepared for the crisis; he, thought his 
only safety lay in seizing Mokhtaur, and that ,nobleman, being apprized of 
his design, fled from Caubul on the 8th of July, after instruCting the Meer 
Waez to renew the tumults ia the city. This was'done, and the rage of· the 
populace wa:;; dexterously turned from the Sheeahs to the King ,who patro.. 

.. See Slk'. KorallP, Nieb"hrt. Arabia, ace. 



APPENDIX. ) MAHMOOD DEPOSE!). 589 

nized th~m. So effectual were these measures, that wlwn Mokhtaur returned 
with Shooja 001 Moolk, on the 1 zth of July, be found Mahmood besieged in 
the Balla Hissaur, which was closely invested by the populace. "Neither he 
nor the prince, however, entered Caub~l; both encamped without the town, 
and busied themselves in collecting troops to oppose 11'utteh Khaun. who now 
drew near with. tm army of eight or ten thousand men. Au action took • 
place soon after; }"utteh Khauu was at first successful, he routed the part 
of the enemy which was immediately opposed to him, and was advancing to 
the city, when the desertion of a great lord to Shooja, threw the whOle int<f 
confusion: his own party then feU off' by degrees, till he found himseh 
almost alone, and was obliged to provide for his safdy by a precipitate 
flight. 

Next morning Shauh Shuja entered Caubul in triumph. MooklnauJ' 
Oodoulah walked on foot by the side of his horse, and many other lJooraunce 
Ameers followed in his train. To keep up the impression of the tri!lmph of 
tpe true faith, the heralds who preceded the King, were Qrdered to announce 
his approach by the watch-word of the Soonnee st.'d .. ~ instead of the Toorkee 
form, which is required by the practice of the court. 

The gates of the Balla .Hissaur were thrown open on the King's approach; 
and Mahmood, deserted by all his adherents, suffered himself to be quietly 
conducted to the upper fort, where the princes of the blood are cOllfined. 
His eyes were spared, but Shuja has untortu~ately had sufficient n.'asoll to 
regret this clemency, of which he probably llflorded the first example in his 
country. . 

This revolution, though it at the time improved the state of affairs, was 
not calculated to restore the power of the crown or the importance of the 
state. The new King, though his good qualities were amply sufficient to 
maintain the.dignityof an established monarch, was deficient in the genius 
and energy which were requisite to restore a government so far sunk into 
anarchy and decay. 
. ·Fronl what has been said of Mahmood's reign, it may he imagined that the 
great men were become powerfhl and unruly, that tht~ <:limy waH impatient of 
discipline, that the government 1:md in a great measUre lost the attachment 
iof its, subjects,andtbat both the remote provmces and the neighbouring 

----_ ... _-,,---

" .. Dumi char yaur (" the life of the four friends,") an aUulion to the four lint Caliphs, three 
of wbom ate c::omickred .eulurpen by 0." 6beeaht. 
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powers had changed the awe Witll which they were used to view ~he Poo­
raunees, for a feeling of indifference bordering on contempt. Some circum­
stances in I~hauh Shuja's situation adaed to his emb~rrassmel\tSt and pre .. 

• 
vented th~ government recovering its,vigor. . The King had been fOr two 
years a fugitive in his own dominions, during which . time he. had made .· sev~ 
ral attempts to expel his rival. He had, consequently incurr~d great obliga­
tions to tile Dooraunees and other chiefs. The~e Were Tendered pf the more 
importance by his own disposition, which was susceptible of gratitude and 
permanent attachment. His recal by Mookhtal'-oD<lodoulah a.nd his part.y 
brought a fresh set of claimants on him, whose services he could not' -<leny, 
and whose power he was obliged to respect. Tile consequence was, that a.U 
the honours and appointments in the gift of the crown were insufficient . to 
reward the King's adherents, and he was obliged to give away a large portion 
of his permanent revenue in grants to such as rema,ined unprovided for:. thus 
almost the whole revenue of Pe~hawer . was settled OIl the, KJlyberees as the 
rewal'd of their attachment, and much of the royal dues were alienated in 
other- places in favour of Dooraunee chiefs. What remained of the revenu~ 
pa~sed through the hands of the vizier; who, as iOOll. as his interests were. 
separated from those of the King, applied a large p~rtion of the public money 
to hi~ own usc. 

Had the King given his confidence entirely to the vizier, many of tae 
inconveniences which were a~terwa.rds felt might have been avoided. It 
would have been the interest of that minister to raise tlw King's power: and 
his s,uccess in the beginning of Shuja's' reign shewed that he had the talents 
and influence requisite for such an undertaking, . This plan, however, was 
not tried. The King was not disposed to resign his own power into the 
hanrl$ of his minister; and his old adherents, who were anxious to succeed 
to tb~:r share of power, early inspired him with jealousy of the Vizier, ' and 
induced him to adopt a system of counteraction t,o his measures·; the want. Qf 
harmony between the Killg and his minister prevented any yigorous eXeJtipn, 
against their common enemy, and obliged each to lavish the resources ,oLthe 
state in sec'uring partizans to 11im&elt: 

In consequence of this weakness of the gpvernment~ every nobleman whQ 
. . , " " . ,. 

was discontented with the court, had it in his power to raise a rebellion,~nd 
to shelter himsejf~ if he failed, either in the midst of his own tribe, or in 
some part of t~c country not easily within reach of the King. Nor was it 
difficult · for lum to procure a pardon. if he wished ~ be reconciled to tpe 
court; for the state of the King' S aff~rs r~ncJ.ered i~ more · neceliSary 'fOr, . the, 
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aupport of his authority to coneiliate friends than to punish enemies. This 
certainty of impunity gave a peculiar c.haracter to t.he rebellious of this reigq, 
which were raised on the most trifling grounds, and conducted. with the ut· 
most levity. The slightest provocation, from the court drove a nobleman into 
rebellion: the slightest offence from one of the rebels sent him back to the 
court, or led him to Set up a new part.y; and the whole had more the appear-
a,nce of a game among childrCli than of a civil war. . 

The jealousies between the King and the vizier, did not, howevt~r, shew 
themselves till some time after Shuja's accession, and the beginning of his 
reign was quiet and prosperouM. 

The first step be took was to release his brother Shauh Zemaun; and, HOOlI 

after, MoolJah Ashik, who had betrayed Zemaun, was apprehended, and 
suffered the punishment of his perfidy and ingratitude. This was the o~ly 
execution that followed the change of government. All the other measures 

. of Mgkhtaur-oo-doulah's internal administration were calculated to conciJiate, 
and to efface the memory of the civil dissensions which had so long pre.· 
vailed. At the same time, he applied himself with great vigor and suc­
cess to reduce the rebellious provinces, and to bring the empire into it.1) an· 
cient state. 

The first expedition was sent to Candahar, which was still held by Prince 
Caumraun and Futteh Khaun. The place was taken without difficuJty, and 
what was of greater importance, Futteh Khaull was soon after persuaded to 
make his subIl}issioDs to the new King. An opportunity was now offered of 
tecuring the attacbment of this powerful and active chief; hut it was allowed 
to escape, and hence arose the misfortunes which disturbed the rest IA'Shauh 
Shoojau's reign, . and which drove him at length from his throne. I~'uttt:h 

KbaunJs demands from the court were moderate, and did not extend beyond 
the offices held by his father; but these were withheld, owing either to tllf~ 
imprudence of the King, or the jealousy of the vizier; and Futteh Khaun, 
after a short residence at the court, quitted it in disgust, and retired to his 

castJeof Git-ishk. 
The effuctsof his disaffection were early and severely felt, for in Janu.-.ry • 

• ao~ whell the King bad assembled an army of' tbirty thousand m~ at 
P~'Wer, and was on the point of completing the settlement of his domi. 
mons, .by intimidating t~e chiefs of Cashmeer and Sind, he received intelli. 
~nce .of. rebellion at Candahar, which obliged him immediately to relin­
qUi~h:llis design. . Tbe rise and prOgress of this transaction will serve to 
illustrate what bas been said of the levity and. inconsistency which distinguish 
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the late Afghaun civil wars. The. government of Candahar had been given 
prince Kyser (a son of Shauh Zemoun's), under tbe guidance .of Ahmed 
Khaun Noorzye, whose desertion of' Shauh Zemann had been effuced by his 
zeal for the Soon nee religion. }"'utteh Khaun found mt~ans to persuade the 
young prince to imprison Ahmed Khaun, and endeavour to make himself 
King. Ahmed Khaun was accordingly seized, but, though he was treated 
with many jn~ults and severities, and had been chained with the chains 9f 
an elephant, in derision of his gigantic stature,. yet, as soon as tbe prince ,and 
Futteh Khaun were prepared to move out against Caubul, they released him, 
and entrusted him with the defence of the city. 

The consequences might have been expectt~d; Ahmed Khaun's son went 
over to ShQoja, and occasioned the defeat of Kyser; while he himself, indif. 
ferent who was King. if he could but be revenged on Kyser, gave up Can­
dahar to Caumraun, whom he invited from }urrah to occupy it. After the 
defeat of Kyser's army, the King was about to enter once more 9n t~e . 
settlement of his eastern dominions, when he learned that Kyser and Futteh 
Khawl had recovered Candahar, and were again assembling troops. He 
then returned towards Candahar, which was evacuated on his approach; and 
Kyser soon after threw himself on the King's mercy, was affectionately re· 
ceived, and was ]"einstated in his government. Futteh Khaun, finding his 
schemes at Candahar deleated, repaired to Heraut, and insinuating himself 
into the confidence of prince Feeroo7.., persuaded him- to assert his claim to 
the throne of CallbuI. Feerooz appearing in arms, Shuja sent Kyser at the 
head of an army to oppose him, and at the same time offered terms, which 
Feerooz, who was naturally cautious, thought proper to accept; while Futteh 
quitted him in indignation, and again retired to Girisht. 

The whole of the west being now settled" the King and the vizier set out 
frOll) Candahar in the end of September, and marching first to Sind, they 
compelled the chiefs of that country to acknowledge the new government, 
and to pay seventeen lack!' of rupees; aft,er which the King moved up his 
eastern frontier, and settled all the provinces in his route. He reached 
Peshawerill April, 1805, and soon after received an ambassador from the 
King of Bokhaura, who came to propose a renewal of the alliance concluded 
by Zemaun, and to negociate the double marriage of' Shujau to the daughtet 
of the King of Bokhaura, and of that King to a }lrincess of Caub~l. The 
ambassador was favourahly received, but as it is contrary to the Dooraul1'~ 
custom to give their daughters in marriage to foreigners, the· p~ ot'tp~, pro. 



A'PPE:!fDIX. ] FV'ITEH KHAUN -SEIZED. 598 

posal respecting the King of Bokhaura's marriage, was civilly declined: that 
of Shuja was nevertheless agreed to. 

During all this time Kyser continued to serve the King with zeal and 
fidelity in the government of Candahar; he had even contrived to seize 
Futteh Khann, and had. nearly been persuaded to gratify the revenge of his 
father Shauh Zemaun, by putting him to death; but f.'utteh Khaun, having 
prevailed on the prince to visit him privately in prison, so fill' won on hjm by 
his insinuating manners, his allusions to fC)f1TIer services, and his promises of 
fhture attachment, that Ky~er not only set. him free, but resUlTI('d his oId 
connection with him, and began once more to aspire to the throne. .Futteh 

Kluiun, on his release, repaired to Girishk, where he began preparations for 
the intended enterprize; but on his return to Candahar, he f()'lnd Kyser under 
the influence of Kh(~jeh Mahomed Khaun, another great nobleman, who tmd 
dissuaded him from his design of rebelling. On thiM, Futteh Khalm. equally 
incensed at the derangement of his plans, and at the preference of another's 
~dvjce to his, openly renounced all. connection with KY!'lcr, and engaged t.o 
denver up Candahar to CaUlnt:aun, whom he illvit.ed to occupy it. Caumraun, 
who was at this time at I·'urrah, immediately assembled a body of troops, and 
advan~ed to Eedgauh, a few miles from Candahar, and Kyser was about to 
quit the city. when a . scene ensued, which is scarcely credible even to per­
sons acquainted with the ccrentricity of Futteh Khaun's character, and the 
sudden changes of affairs so common ~mong Dooraunees. On the night 
hefi)re Kyser's Hight, he desired to have a pal ting interview with Futteh 
Khaull; and this meeting took place by torch light, 011 an open terrace in 
the market-place, which, with the surrounding streets, was filled with horse .. 
men ready for a march. The conference began with mutual reproaches; . 
but the prince gradually softening his tone, reminded Futteh Khann of his 
having saved his life,. and besought him not to repay his benefits by driving 
him into exile. Futtp.h KhatJn then recapit.ulated his designs in favour of 
Kyser, and complained ufthe negiect with which hi."\ advice was treated: on 
this Kyser assucred him that he was ' ready for ever after to follow his counseJs 
impli~tJy. and 8trengthened his assertions by snch solemn oaths, that .z;'utten 
Kharun was shaken, and at last dismissed his resentment, .and swore to sup­
port the prince in all extremities. Next morning the prince and Futteh 
moved ~ut together to oppose Caumraun. Futteh Khaun ad\'"anced with llis 
O!WU,diwaion'. and calling out to Caumraun, acqu~nted him with the change 
ia.ibifj,ieBthrienta, ,and endeavoured to persuade him to retire. Caumraun 
.... at :1imt 81~ehed ' at this revolution, but · he resumed hjs courage, amI: 
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a.n8~ered in terms of defiance; on which Futteb Khaun, without waiting for 
the other troops, charged the Prince SoWord in .hand; and such. was the effect 
of this unexpected attack, t.hat Caumraun's troops -broke, and he himself 
with difficulty eflectedhis escape to Furrah. 

1"lltteh KhauPl's plan of placing Kyser on the throne was now resumed, 
apparently with that Prince's full concurrence; but its execution was artfully 
delayed by Khojeh Mahommed, who lett no means of operating on the pu­
sions, the prudence, and even on the superstition of the conspirators, un· 
practised to defeat tlw scheme. 

Meanwhile the King had prepared an expedition at Peshawer fur the pur­
pose of reducing Cashmeer, the only province that remained in .rebellion. 
Abdoola Khaun, the governor, had fomented the troubles at Candahar with 
the view of diverting the attack on himself~ and though that diversion was 
now at an end, Abdoolla was saved for the present by the dissenf:4ions which 
prevailed among Shuja's own courtiers. The insinuations of Akram Khayn 
induced the King to refuse the command of the army to the vizier, and even 
to talk of assuming it himself. On this the vizier discouraged the expediti'on 
altogether, and found means to put off the march of the troops tin a subse. 
quent period, when the King'!'; views were more accommodated to his own. 
This opportunity otIered at Caubul, and the vizier was about to commence 
his march, when Akram Khaun prevailed on the King to calIon him to pay 
a sum of money as the condition on which he should have the command. 
The King accordingly required three lacs of rupees; but "about this time the 
vizier lost his favourite daughter, and was so much affected, that he. decla.red 
he was resolved ne"er to quit her grave, or to Cake any. further concern in 
worldly affairs. The King was now reduced to solicit him to resume his 
office and carryon the war against Cashmeer. He consented with real 
or assumed reluctance, and the claim for money was no longer mentioned. 

At length he set i)ut on his march with an- army of ten thousand men. 
The first opposition he encountered was at Mozufferabad, where be found 
the high and rocky bank of a rapid branch of the Hydaspes, oceupiedby the 
Cashmerian army: he nevertheless effected apWlsage in four divisions; and 
drove the enemy from their ground. One of his own sons was weun.ded. ,. 
this engagement. The rest of the road to Cashmeer·was throughlteep _ 
barren mountains, and often along the face of precipices.~The vlrtie~8}ad,.. 
vance was consequently slow, and his provisions began to fail him 10. 
before he reached the valley. The vizier, however. encomagai, hie·_ • ., 
sharing their sufferings; he gave up his own store to· the .... ..., •• ill ... 
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t9 have suffered the extremities of hunger before he was able to procure re· 
Jie£for his army. So great was the diMress of his troops, that when he came 
to a"'defile beyond which the enemy's army was encamped, he was not able 
to hold out till he tried the chance of a'battle, which might have removed alJ 
his embarrasSments. He therefore began to treat with Abdoollah Khaun : 
he told him his difficulties without retrerve; and Abdoolla, unwilling to drive 
him to desperation, listened to the terms which were offered, and agreed to 
supply him with provisions. Mokhtaur prolonged a delusive negotiati()n till 
he had secured some further advantages which he had in view, he then threw 
off> the mask and hostilities were immediately renewed. 

The armies, however, were st.iIl separated by the Hydaspes. At last Ab. 
doolJah threw a bridge over tile river in the night, and crosliing it without 
delay, appeared on the vizier's rear when he was entirely unprepared to 
oppose him; the greater part of his troops were out foraging, and he could 
not collect above a hundred horse when he first moved out against the ellemy. 
By degrees, however, the whole army was assembled, and was advancing 
with. the vizier at its head, when a party which he had sent in ii"ont. fell back 
on them in the greatest confllsion. They had been routed in eon sequence 
of the cowardice of the vizier's son Atta Mahommed, who fled without strik. 
ing a blow, and was followed by his disheartened troops. This example had 
nearly ruined the army, but its courage was restored by the firmness of the 
vizier, who received the broken troops with great serenity, attributed his 
son's Bight to a concerted feint, and advanced with increased rapidity, ac; if 
to take advantage of the success of his stratagem. This onset had a very 
different issue from the former; for, after an obstinate conflict, in which the 
vizier's courage was conspicuous, the Cashmeer army was routed and driven 
back on the rhrer. The bridge was choaked by the crowds of flIgitives: 
great part of tbearmy, among which was Abdoolla K.hauIl, were forced 
to swiDlt and many were cut to pieces by the victors or drowned in the 

river~ 
. AbdooU&K.haun now took refuge in his fort, where he had made ever)' 
prepa.ration for a long siege; and the King's troops were prevented by the 
._naBel by the fatigues which they had 8ufJered.from attempting any ope. 
Ntiondurins the rest of the winter. ._ 

:'-1 in epring.tbe,jOrt·.was attack~ and had held out for two months, 
wlaen;,;~ KlMan died. He was a man 'of good talents and great 
........ d.a.;as~·Bpoken Qfwith aiection bytheCashmerians, and by 
.. :uo.au1Wtl".ao bYe aerved tIIJ.\der. him. He iaOGalmended for his love 
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of justice and his skill in administering it; for his liberality, hisa6.bM man: 
ners, and his princely magnificence. • He was also a. great encourager. of 
learning and poetry. Perhap~ no Dooraunee has left a character so g~ne­
rally admired. 

The fort was defended for two months after his death, when it surrendered 
on condition that .Abdoollah Khaun's fitmily and the chiefs in the fort should 
be allowed to reside unmolested either at Caubul or Peshawer. These terms 
were strictly observed, and Cashmeer was now completely reduced under tbe 
King's authority. 

The vizier remained in Cashmeer for some months after the reduction of 
the province: but it iF now necessary to turn to the events which took plact! 
in the west during the period of this long campaign. 

The reconciliation between Futteh Khaun and Kyser was of' no long dura­
tion: Khojeh Mahommed retained his ascendancy; and l"utteh Khaun 
retired to Girishk, and once more renewed hilf intrigues . with Caumraun. 

It mjght have been expected that this Prince would have been Blow to 
embark in any enterprize with a person who had 80 lately deceived rum; 
but Caumraun, brought up amidst revolutions, and accustomed to put every 
thing to hazard, had no hesitation in entering on the project held out to him. 
He joined Futtch Khaun, and, as they advanced towards Candahar, they 
were met by part of the garrison, while Ky~er fled into the coulltry of the 
Beloches, where he waited f()r reinforcement.., from the King. 

The King was at Peshawer when the news of this misfortune reached him. 
He sent without delay to recall the vizier from Cashmeer; but that minister 
was unable or unwilling to join him, and he was obliged to command in 
per80n against the rebels. 

Beic)re he reached Candahar, his troops had been again def~ated by Caum­
raun, who was reintorced by a body of Mix thousand men from Heraut, under 
the command of M llllik Caussim the son of Prince F'eerooz. 

That fc)rce was, however. soon recalled to lIeraut by an attack of the 
PersianR; Caurnraun fled, the King entered Candahar· unoppoeed" and 
Futtch Khaun was soon after ptevailed on to join him. 

The attack of the Persians which recalled Mullik Caussim, had beeR 
brought on by an otfensive operation of' Feerooz Oodeens, 'a.d, had been 
for SO~C time threatened; yet 80 secure was Feeroot;, .that he· seat ms.:best 
troop~ to the assistance of Caumraun, and made no preparaticme, for,;his&M1 
ftefence till the Persians were aRflemhled in grea.tforce within aelrort .diIiIDee 
of his city. He tben·f~undftis force coofinedto seven huadr.,u..-Iunees 
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and two thousand Persian guards, but he was ~·oon joined by five or six thou­
sand Eimauks, who were raised to great enthusiasm against the Persians 
and Sheeahs, by the exhortations of Soofee Islaum, an Uzbek Moollah, who 
had long resided at Heraut, where he enjoyed great wealth and honour. 

With this army Feerooz marched out to engage the Persians, who were 
superior in numbers, as well as in the character of their troops: instead of 
deftmding the passage ~f the Pooleemaulann (Ochus), he injudiciously left 

. . 
that river in his rear; and no sooner had hii army crossed, than the l)ersians 
sent. a body of excellent. infantry to occupy the only bridge. Ncvertheless~ 

the seven hundred Dooraunees charged the enemy with the utmost impetu­
osit.y: they broke t.hrough t.he first line of the Persians, which was composed 
of infantry, and threw the centre of the cavalry, who f(/1'med the seeond 
line, int.o great. confusion; Lut being greatly olIt-numbered, they were soon 
surrounded, and cut off' almost to a mall. The Eimauks broke as soon as 
the Hooraunees were surrounded; and Fe~rooz fled '\vithout making any 
exertion. The slaughter waH great: Sootee Islaum fell fighting galJantly 
at the head of a band composed of his own lehtinen;, and of religious ellthu~ 
siasts who accompanied him as volunteers. His body fell into the hands of 
the Persians, who bllrnl~d it with every circumstance of indignity. The 
fhgitives fared little better: many were drowned in the Ochus, and Fl~t.~rooz 
himself e8Caped with great difficulty. after losing his horse. 

The Persians immediately prepared to lay siege to Heraut; but M ullik 
Caussim was now on his return; the" Eimauks an~ Doorauuees had time" 
to assemble; and the Persians proposed tenus to Feerooz, which that cau­
tious Prince accepted. They were that he should pay 50,000 rUJ>l:cs. and 
give his s6n as a hostage f()r the discharge of the sum, and that he shouiU 
give his daught-er in marriage to the Persiall Prince at Meshhed; the two 
first articles were fh1fiUed, but the third was disregarded. 

This success of the Persians at first excited a strong sensation among the 
Dooraunees, and the King at one time intended to have moved to Heraut 
in per8O'fl. to 'vindicate the honour of the Afghauu llame; but the internal 
state of the kingdom at this time was by no means such as to allow of fOl:eign 
eaterpri£es. 

The chief obstacle arose from the increased disunion between the King 
a.dthe.vizier, which was 1l0W rapidly tending to an open rupture. What­
e¥er,jealloosy,the King might have entertained of the vizier's power, he had 
ki......., lteeni}eAto'l"especi-aim byasense 6fdepend.eaee on his itifluen* 

. And aWlMtf;'.l>ut:,eud ROW 'beeD ,left 'to quell a.Pious rebellion WiUIQUt. 
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the advice or assistance of his minister: the success he had met with, encou­
raged him to place greater reliance on his own resourC~t;, and at last to oppose 
the vizier'R wishes, and to treat his advice with contempt. 

,The vizier's disaffection augmented 'in proportion as his influence declined; 
and it has been suspected that he was the author of an attempt which took 
place at this time, to raise Abbass,one of the confined Princes, to the 
throne. The plan failed," but was not without seri~us consequences, RR 

Mahmood effected his escape during the confusion which it occasioned. 
Not long after, the vizier arrived from Cashmeer: he found the King 

resolved to proceed to Sind, a step from which he used a11 his influence to 
dissuade him; and having now ascertained that his power over his master 
was gone, he resolved to lose no time in placing a more compliant prince.upon 
the throne. He accordingly halted at Caubul, and entered into a strict con­
nection with Prince Kyser, whom he persuaded to enter into his d.e'Jign. 

In the mean time the King proceeded to Sind, and entered into an arrange­
ment with the governors, which gave so much offence to their determined 
enemy, F'uttch Khaun, that he took the earliest opportunity of quitting the 
army, with the three thousand troops under his command. 

During these transactions, and probably before Futteh Khaun's flight., the 
King received intelligence that the vizier had proclaimed Prince Kyser King 
at Caubul; and not long after, he learned that the city of Peshlawer had 
fallen into the hands of the rebels. He resolved to direct his first operations • • ·against that city, and he succeeded in recovering it by the end of :February. 

About. the Bame time the vizier and Kyser arrived in the neighbourhood, 
with a force amounting to twelve thousand men; and, after a fi'uitless nego­
tiation, the parties engaged on the 3d of Marcfi 1808. 

The royal troops were broken at the first onset, and the King himself was 
about to quit the field, when the vizier, carried on by his natural courage, 
a.nd py the near prospect of success, imprudently charged him at the head of 
a handful of men. The Kha'Jns about the King made a desperate resistance, 
and the vizier was shot in the struggle. The King's troops raUied on this 
event, and the fate of the battle was 'Soon turned in their favour. 

The King entered Peshawer in triumph, the vizier's head was borne behind 
him on a spear. 

This victory entirely restored the King's affairs in Peshawer; but Caah. 
meer &till held out for the vizier's party, under his BOD Atta ~med 
Jibaun; and the King was prevented undertaking any thing in that ~ 
b,the more urgent ditIicultiet which subsitted in Caubul and CaDdahar. 



ApPENllIX.] nEFEAT OF MAHMOOD AND FUTTEH KHAUN. 599 

The Meer Waez who had remained at Caubul while t.he vizier marched 
for Peshawer, no sooner heard of the defeat ~lnd death of his fbend, than he 
set all the imprisoned Princes at liberty, and prepared for a vigorous deftmee 
of the capital. He was obliged to de;ert the city 011 the K iug's approach, 
but he retired with Kyser into the strong country of the CohistauI1, where 
he continued for some time to resist the troops which were sent against him. 
At length Kyser was persuaded to come in, and was fi-eel), panlollcd, and 
the King marched against Mahmood, w}JO had been joined by .. Flltteh 
Khaun and had taken Candahar. The -rivals met on the east of' that city, 
Mahmood was defeated and Candahar fell into the hailds of the victor. 

The King was now about to move towards Sind, but being anticipated by 
a payment from that province, he set out for Peshawt'r, which place he 
reached on the loth of January 1809-

The Caubul mission arrived at l>eshawer soon after this, and the succeeding 
events are related in t.he narrative of its proceedings. 
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• APPENDIX B. 

MR. DURm'S ·NARRATIVE. 

" IN the evening arrived at the stone Mehmaun seroy .. , which has a good 
deal of Persian ver~es inscribed all about it, - proceeded thence to 

Atuck, situated a little way off from it on the top of pretty high mountains, 
below which the river flows down with great rapidity and noise, -not 
being permitted to get in by the gate, I went to the village on the left 
hand side, where upwards of twenty l)ytans were seated on cots (couches) 
in the chokee (guard-room), having a flag fixed; they had two or three 
culleeautls, and were smoking tobacco and talking. Having sullamed, I 
went and sat, and smoked also. They enquiring whence I came, I told 
them from Bengal, and was going on a pilgrimage to Bagdad Shurreef; 
and Mecca Mobaruck. On heing told that 1 had been in the English 
sE!rvice, one of them wel1 dressed with a gown and a good red ish coloured 
turban, talked curiously about the battJe ,()f Rampore; saying, the Eng­
lish not having fired, they were cut off' to a great amount, but when only 
a few remaineJ, they hegan t.o fire, upon which the RohiHas were driven 
back, killed, and their countries entirely taken. About candle-light 
almost all of them got out with their cots upon the open plain; about eight. 
one of them ohf/erving I was hungry, gO! me some bread" asking 1t~y 1 
had not mentioned It in tim~ and he would have got me some stuff' with 

;( I have before mentioned (p. 205) that Mr. Durie wrote a narrative of hit journey, and that I also 
asked him quections, and took notes of his replics, The following ill his narrative, and the part within 
inverted commas i. in his own language, except that I have altered the grammar, and sometimes the 
words, where the sense was obscured by the mistakes which Mr. Durie made in cODaequence of the 
hurry with which this wa» composed. I have not, however, altered much in this way, and the part 
.~~tween comma8 may bt· reckoned entirely M., Durie's own. The parts where Mr. Durie is men­
tioned in the third person are eitru.r ab.traded from hi. narrative, or taken from my notes above 
alluded to; even there Mr. Durie's language i. generally preeerved. 




