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The Chinese preserve it in the usual wav. bv bUt"vinizit'.deen'iniodie 
ground during the summer .. 

TraCkers being at length supplied to my boat, I 800n r;pinedmy 
companions. \Ve passed, during the day, mAny of the jtflks wfti-bl! 
convey corn to Pekin, answering, in numher and magnituiet to tbtt 
'description given of them by the writers of the former Embassy ~ 
arid having, fi'om the manner and order of their arrangement, ft very 
imposing appearance: they were moored in regular successionalo~g 
shore, their lofty and highly-ornamented square sternsmeetill~ us as 
we a..qcended the river. 

Immediately after quitting Tien-sing, the country exhihitefl-muM. 
of the same charaders of wildness and flatness which theyl'0ssessed 
foom Ta-koo to that place. The chief difference eonsisted in art 
addition to the kinds of' eultivated plants. Besides nlilJetandbeans, 
"the ,,~'ida titia:fotia, one of the hemp plants of the Chine~, the S~tl/JnUll't 
Orientale, fl'Om which they extia,ct an esculent oi], and the Ricinw 
communis, castor-oil plant, continually occurred in patches, or in fields~'''' 

. Our progress up the river was slow, in consequence of the repeat,eo., 
visits paid by the Mandarins to His Excellency, in order to press hi14, 
performance of' the ceremony of prostration. 

On themoming of the 16th of August, at the tel1:nination ar u con..: 
ference which the Ambassador had held with the Legate, the boats, 
instead of advancing, dropped down the stream, and anchored bethre 
a village called Tsai~tsun. Lord Amherst informed the gentlemen 
of his suite, at breakfast, that there was great probability of the 
immediate return of the Mission, in consequenee of his refi1sal;~to 

perform the ceremony. \Ve therefore conel uded, that this retrograde 
movement was preparatory to our going back; but were glad to le(\m 
that intelligence had been received of the departure of our ships from 
the Gulf of Pt-..-t('hee-lee, as the Chinese would cOlll8~quently beohlige4 
to conduct us through the country to Canton. 

During the delay of the boats, I visited the shore, andpenet~ 
intothecount.rJ to sonie distance beyonp the banks ofthe\I.';~'.~ 
search of plants, but was not well rewarded for my tr9uble. -'Ilbe 
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~1lItI1l4~J,{4p~kifoliu'fl1" andaviculBre, two species of Chenapodiu.mt 
the. 'J}ribuJua . daloides, Sta/ice timonium~ and' Hibiscus trionlt1ft, were the 
~.M ,. 

QJlly, ull(!t.l~vated plant.., which I met with. In my walk. 1 was taught 
noffto trU:f to the appearance of cultivation on the banks of a river 
' .. " • .ninditation of the general fertility of a country. In the imme
diate vicinity of Tsai-tsun, the Hulem Sorgltum, the Kow Leang, or 
tfUl corn of the Chinese, clothed the margin of the river. Its high and 

. t~kly planted stems had prevented our seeing tllf~ country beyond 
'dlem wh~lst we remained in the boats, and had led us to suppose that 
·~;,was .• \ierally well cultivated. I now found it to consist of a sterile 
11l&~sb,~xtending to an undefinable distance. The soil collected front 
tberiver, and sOInetimes deposited by its overflow, frequently ren
,Qered its immediate precincts produdive, whilst all beyond was 
u.ntouched by the hand of the cultivator. A t this early period, I was 
ellAbled to observe, that nluc.h as the Chinese may excel .in obtaining 
abundant products from land natur3n~ t(~rtile, they are mnch behind 
pther nations in the art of improving that which is naturally barren. 

On my return, I passed through the village, and was presently 
surrounded by. its male inhabitants. Dirt, squalidness, and extreme 
poverty, were as usual their leading characteristics. Their habitations 
w.ere miserable beyond any thing which England can exempli(y. 
'lluilt of mud, and divided into unti!rnished rooms, ventilated by 
s~veral apertures, they looked mor~ like the dens of beasts than the 
habitations of men. The, state of these huts, and the want of clothing, 
may produce little human ~mffering during the summer; but as the 
winter of this part of China is long and severe, its inhabitants must, 
witho.ut better provision against cold, endure gl'eatmisery. In the 
'midst of so much poverty, I was astonished at meeting with three 
women not only decelltly, but handsomely clothed, whom I sur
prised in turning suddenly the corner of a house. They were standing 
in an angle formed by the projection of two walls, and could not 
~_lescapeme; indeed they showed little inclination to do so, but 
~ much pleased with .. » opportunity of examining one of the 
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horse-faced men. - These women were of low stature.,.. bad faces 
longer in proportion than those of the men, but so cov~red with a 
flesQ-coloured paste, that I could not distinguish the ti,nt of their 
complexions. There was a general air of languor about them, which 
w-as especially marked by the drooping of their upper eyelids, the 
interval between which and the lower ones W8b so narrow, as scarcely 
to appear sufficient for the purposes of distinct vision. Their inter
nal angles were more deflexed and lengthened than in the . eyes 
of the mell. Their hair was black, and neatly rolled up on the.;cro~ 
of the head, and ornamented with flowers. Their dress consistedet'a 
loose blue cotton robe with long sleeves, and a pair of loose,trowfi,rs 
of the same material, but of a pinkish colour. The robe was fastened 
before by'several buttons from the chin downwards, and fellNlQw 
the calf of' the leg. Its sleeves covered the hands. The trowSeN"Were 

,fastened about the anele, and almost covered with their folds the 
small and tight shoe which peeped from beneath them. I had con
templated these curious objects for some time, when our mutual admi~ 

. ra.tion was broken in upon by the appearance of some soldiers, who 
caused the fitir ones to hobble off as fast as their crippled and stunted 
feet could carry them. 

No manners could be more simple and obliging than those of the 
villagers, when they were satisfied that there was nothing mis
chievous in my disposition; for, in their first deportment toward.s 
me, they evinced the same sort of feeling which is sometimes expe
rienced in approaching an animal whose temper is unknown. This 
was strikingly displayed by the, children, who, observing Ine much 
employed in collecting plants, immediately began to gather .them. 
They then approached with caution, step by step, holding their 
offerings at arms' length, and running off the instant I attempted to 
take them. When, however, I had once received any part of them, 

• By this appellation we were frcquentlyknownin China, in consequenee ofoor •• 
paratively long faces and large n06et. . . 
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a.nrestrnint ceased, and I was presently laden with bundles of flowers, 
which although of no great variety, I eould seldom refuse; as, 'jn 
doing so, I occasioned-very evident chagrin to my y\mng friends. 

On the morning of the 17th, the Ambassador having had another 
conference with the Legate, the boats quitted their anchorage, and 
again proceeded with their heads' towards Pekin. In the evening, 
I walked along the banks of the river, accompanied by lVlr. Amherst 
an'U Mr. Poole, till we were very disagreeably press{~<l by a crowd of 
Chinese who collected about us. We then stopped bef()re the boat 
~f;a M~ndarin, and being invited in, went on' hoard. This gen
tleman, a Colonel in the Chinese army, was sitting, when we first 
8a'w him, on the bow of his boat, naked to his waist, reclining on 

a ~hair with a sloping back; and smoking his pipe. Ill' quitted 
both on our entrance, and immediately dothcd hirnseH:\Ve were 
hospit.ably entertained, and treated with ii'uits and wine. The wine, 
was heated in a small , kettle over a basin of boiling water, and 
drunk from small poreelain cups, not Hlllch larger than a thimble. 

Having remained as long as we wished, I proposed re-joining our 
comp~nions; but on rising, we were rude1y~ the Chinese would say 
politely, replaced on our seats, and now f(Hlll<l that. our boats were 
not in sight. The vessel in which we were, had moved from the shore 
without our knowledge, and was now very filr ahead of the barges of 
tbe Embassy. It was eight o'docl'., and very dark. I began to fear 
that-tHis Excellency would he alarmed at the absence of his son; but 
in vain endeavoured to impress the same apprehension on the mind 
of the Mandarin: he insisted that ,we should remain, and ordered 
his 'servants more than once to lead me back to the cabin. which 
I 'had left to ascertain if the lamps of the Ambassador's barg~ 

were visible. It was teno~clock before we again anchored, and 
twelve before the boats of the Embassy.arri·ved, which had beeu 
delayed by the grounding Qf several, in consequence of the shalJow
ness of the river. As soon as the Mandarill was inf()rmcd of t1wir 
~ ,approach, he ordered his ,servants,dre88ro in their costume of 
c~remo'tly, to conduct U$ to the Ambassador's yacht; on reaching 
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which, . I was glad to find that no alarm had been excited, as we had 
been seen to enter the Chinese boat. 

Oil: the following day, we arrived within ·fifteen miles of Tung
Chow. The face of the country varied much during the- last few 
miles of our progress, the banks of the river becoming higher, more 
sandy, and less fertile. The millet disappeared. and no cultivation 
was to be seen but in the distance. In the back ground, on both sides, 
small houses, surrounded by trees, were frequently distinguished, 
and were more numerous in proportion to our advance. No vill~ge 
was near the place of anchorage for the night, but a great number, 
of Chinese formed a kind of encampment about us, having a variety 
of provisipns for sale. These consisted chiefly of small round flat 
cakes, hard-boiled eggs, walnuts, areca-nuts, and tobaceo. The 
venders of these articles carried them about on small wooden stands, 
suspended from the ends of bamboo, which they bore across their 
shoulders., Our boatmen, who bought nothing that was not repeat
edly weighed, gave us no very high opinion of the honesty of their 
countrymen. Different kinds of refreshment were also to be obtained 
in a large booth erected within a few yards of our boats. This was 
fi)rmed of matting, and divided into two unequal partitions; the 
larger served as a room of general accommodation, and was fitted up 
with tables and benches; the smaller was llsed as a kitchen. Our 
trackers occupied t.his building, ,partaking largely of their favourite 
Silm-tchoo and hot millet cakes. The tout enr~e1nble had so much the 
appearance ofa resort of gYllsies, that I did not look for much clean
liness in its culinary arrangem~nts; but on visiting the interior of 
the kitchen, found the different utensils for cooking arranged with 
great neatness and order. The cook, a plump and sleek old man, 
naked to the waist, seemed from his complexion to have passed all his 
life within the influence oJ a furnace. I-Ie had FlUpplied himself with. 
an ample store of charcoal, with \vhich he kept up fires in small stoves 
of baked brick placed on a table before him. Over these were set 
large iron bowls; in which he bake,d, and preserved hot, cakes f0l1l1ed 
of flour, slig~r, and the oil of Sesamum; these materials ~ere ' kept 
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ready mixed by his sicle. He ~as much pleased by rny visit; showed 
me all the secrets of his art, and begged me to partake of its produce; 
but this was too much. impregnated with the oil ot' Scsamulll to be 
at all agreeable to Illy palate. This favourite ingredient in Chinese 
dishes, is expressed from the baked seed of the plant, and has a 
highly empyreumatic flavour. 

Leaving this place, I passed, on the way to my boat, t.he tents of 
our , Chinese soldiers, arranged along the shore, and f()rming a scene 
of much interest. Each was lighted by a blood-red laml} suspended 
from three sticks !if~t up in a triangle in front of its opening. Groups 
of soldiers were sitting around them, either smoking their pipes or 
playing at dominos. I placed mys(df in the midst of one of them, 
and at once drew their attention towards llW. They examined every 
part of my dress, and seemed especially struck by the firieneH~ of my 
linen, and the apparent richness of my gilt buttons. Not ~atisiied 
with a superficial examination, they pressed me to take o(fmy coat 
and other part.s of my dress, and did ])ot nppear altogether contented 
at my non-compliance with their wishes. They were h~ss fastidious 
on their part; not only removiHg nny pa.rt. of their clothes which 
they'thought me desirous to examine, but urging me to keep it; and 
would not be satisfied until I had accepted a white linen badge 
inscribed . with large Chinese characters, which was worn by each 
soldier abou~, his neck. TIle largeness and length of my hands also 
occf1~ioned them some sl1111rise anef amusement: theirs, like those of 
all the Chinese, when compared wiLh the hands of Europeans, are 
very small. 'Vhen placed in mine, (which are not excessively large,) 
wrist against wrist, the ends of their forc-fingers scarcely extended 
beyond the first joints of mine. 

At an early hour on the f(}llowing morning, we were again in pro
gres$towards Pekin, and reached Tung-Chow, twelve miles from 
,Pekin, at four o'clock in fhe afternoon. . Crowds of people on the 
,shore, and in ' boats, assenlbled to witness our approach, ,exhibiting 
. ~"same general characters as those whom we had seen at Tien-sing: 
butlllgr~el' number of thcmhore the marks of extrem~ poverty. 
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CHAPTER. IV. 

THE quarters prepared for the British Embassy at Tung-Chow were 
scarcel y capacious enough for the accommodation of its principal 
members, consisting chiefly of a smal1 suite of apartments, composing 
a long building of one story, having a colonnade before it, and situated 
at one end of an enclosed yard, which was entered by a gate at. its 
other extremity. These were occupied by the Ambassador and one 
or two of the principal members of the Mission: the othets pre
ferred sleeping in their boats, but assembled at meals in the Ambas
sador's house. 

Report having informed the unofficial part of the Mission, that at 
Tung-Chow the question respecting prostration was to be finally 
determined, they looked anxiously for events which should speedily 
decide their fate. On the afternoon of the 21st, the arrival of Impe
rial Commissioners of very high rank was announced by some Man
darins who waited on I-lis Excellency. We were at dinner when 
the coming of these persons was made known, but the Ambassador 
immediately prepared to receive them. The guard wa~ turned out, 
and the band ordered to play on t~lCir entrance. Sir George Staun- . 
ton, Mr. Ellis, and Mr. llayne, waited for them at the gate of the 
court-yard, while His Excellency remained a few steps in advance 
of the door of his apartment. They did not keep us long in expect
ation. Six Mandarins, all of whom wore either the clear or opaque 
blue button, and three of them peacocks' feathers, soon entered, with 
an air of haughtiness that it is impossible to describe. They pushed 
rudely past the gClltlemen at the gate, without returning theirsalu
tation; scarcely noticed His Lordship, and hastening into his apart
ment, took the seats of honour before he entered. Such a prellldf: 
to a conference predicted the shortness of its continuance. It did 
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not last ten minutes; and at its termination, the Mandarins were 
dismissed with every mark of contempt. The band was silenced; 
and the guard, which llad been drawn out, was or~erpd to withhold 
the intended salute on their return. The despicable presumption of 
these men gave a foretaste of the treatment that His British l\i~~iesty'H 
Representative afterwards experienced frOlu their superiors. 

The Imperial Commissioners proved to be very ex:alted personages: 
their nantes Ho * and Muh. Ho was brother-in-law to the Emperor, 
had distinguished himself by his personal bravery in a late rebellion 
which had shaken the Chinese throne, was now one of the chief 
ministers of state, and might be considered in r!wk equal to a Duke, 
by which title he was usually distinguished in the Embassy. l\fuh 
was the President t of the Le-poo, or Tribunal of Rites and Cere
monies. They differed from eaeh other in age, person, and manners, 
but were both Tartars. 110, in appearance bet.ween thirty and forty 
years of age, was in stature about the middle height, of a robust form, 
and dark ruddy complexion. In his deportment he was strikingly 
frank, but impetuous and overbearing. l\luh, on the contrary, 
venerable in years and in person, was gt~ntle in manner, and chiefly 
remarkable for unyielding taciturnity. These men had come to 
instnlct the Ambassador in the corred lnode of perf()rming the Tartar 
ceremony, not only in the presence of the Emperor, but before every 
piece of yelJow rag which they might choose to consider as emble-. . 
matical of the presence of lIis Chinese Majesty. The Duke seemed 
disposed to carry his point by n. violent and threatening manner; the 

--,--------------_ ... --_. __ ._ .... ----_ .. _-----

• HO'8 t'lamc at full length, t\('(~ordjng to Mr. Morrison, was Ho-she- tile; willch trans
lated is " Ho great in his generation." He held several important lSituutions, the prin
Cipal or which was tlw Presidency of the Bonrd of Foreign Affairs. 

' t Mr. Morrison has observed, that in China there 81'(' only I';('ven persons who Iwld 
tbeoffice of Sb.ng-ijboo, or Presidents Three of these were now with the Embassy: 
Ho, I~flll'-yuen shang-bhoo, President of the Board for Foreign Affairs; Muh, k-poo 
shang..shoo, President of the Board of Rites; and Soo, (who had met the Ambassador 
.ft¢'1"ieh~nfl') kung-pooshang-shoo, President oftbe Board of Public '\Torks. 
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President had been too often drilled into the habits of passiveobe
dience, to support his colleague otherwise than by silent acquiescence. 

The morning fol1owiug the impudent visit of their envoys, Hi, 
Exoellency, accompanied by the other Commissioners and his ~uite, 
visited thenl both at a small public buildiug in the middle of the 
city of Tung-Chow, at the distance of rather more than a mile from 
his residence. The Commissioners went in sedan-chairs; the suite 
in carts. The sedans were not uncomfortable conveyances; but the 
carts fil11y merited the character given of' them by different European 
writers, who have experienced the effects of their motion; being in 
fact the most execraJ:>le machines imaginable. They were made of 
very strong materials, firmly fastened together. The wheels, fre
quently " without " spokes, were low, auo -fixed to very short axletrees. 
The bodies, covered with tilts of matting, open only in front, were 
just wide enough to admit two persons wedged dose together; had 
no raised seats, and were in contact with the axles. Such a construc
tion, in no way lessening the force of the shocks to which they are 
perpetual1y liable ii'om the nature ofChirlese roads, although of little 
consequence to the ,Chinese, who through hauit readily accommo
date themselves to their motion, was to us a serious evil. Th~ only 
method used to render these vehicles nt all tolerable, is in moving 
the wheels so tal' back as to throw the weight between them and the 
hOl·se; but of t.his contrivanee we had no opportunity of expe .. 
riencing the comfort. Yet, however inconvenient, they were well 
defended from the weather by coverings of mats; and a screen, 
extending from the top, defended the mules which drew them. 

The road through wllich we passed, on our way to the place of' 
audience, was cut into deep and unequal ruts, filled with fluid mud, . " 

which threw off, when agitated by the passage of the carts, an offen~ 
sive exhalat.ion nearly equalling that of the fish""l1'larket of St. $~bfLS
tian. We were obliged to bear it, being unable to cover our nostrils 
with our hands, which were employed in supporting us against the 
concussions that our machines every instant received." \Ve wete indeed 
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so bnrised, as to feel no desire for a repetition of the same disoipline. 
Little did we expect what was awaiting us in our Yuen-Ming-Yuen 
expedition. 

The Duke received the Commissiollet's and Mr. Morrison in 8 

small hall, in front of which was a court-yard. As usual, no accom
modation was provided for the other members, who were permitted 
to take their choice between a drenching in a heavy rain, and suffo
cation ina crowded room of ill-savoured and importunate Chinese. 
Fortunately fur. us, the audience soon terminated. The Duke had 
insisted on the performance of the ceremony of prostration, and the 
Ambassador had peremptorily refu.sed to comply with it. -The Duke 
had threatene~ to send him from the empire without seeing the 
celestial face of the Emperor, and His Excellency had dedared his 
readiness to depart. The latter, however, Pllt into the hands of 
the former a letter addressed to His Chinese M~jesty, containing 
his reasons fbr declining to perfonn the ceremony. This Jetter 
was readily received by the Duke, who appeared glad of n, plea for 
moderating the high tone he had assumed. On this letter now 
seemed to depend our only chance of' visiting Pekin. During the 
conference, the voice of the Duke was heard very high and decisive 
in all parts of the court-yard. 

We returned from the hall of audience in the same manner as we 
went to it, again undergoing the part exercise, but were unable to 
observe much order in starting. The Chinese muleteers hurried U8 

into the vehicles; and as soon as they saw their respective passengers 
fairly seated, carried them off without waiting for their companions. 
On this, and on every other- occasion in which the British Embassy 
appeared in public, the Chinese seelned to imagine, that the only 
persons necessary to accommodate or oblige, were the heads of the 
Mission. \Vhen they were induced to attend to the convenience of 
itsotbermemben~, they were generally influenced either by ft'ar or 
interest. 

-In returning to the Ambassador's house, we were obliged to con
tent ourselves with a mere pass ing glance at the city and its inhabitants. 
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Shut up in our tomb-like vehicles, . we could see little that was not 
straight before us, but that Httle in a good measure satisfied our 
curiosity. The tnterior of the city, of all t.h.€ places which rever 
beheld, was the lnost filthy. The rain, which fell in tOlTcnts 'on the 
morning of our visit, had perhaps rendered it more so than usual; 
but heaps of dirt, which every where strewed its streets, ' m.arked 
their usual uncleanliness. In one lane the horses were knee-deep in 
mud, and the bottoms of . the Commissioners' chairs touched its ~r
face. The smells which arose from these sources were sufficiently 
noisome in themselves, but received an increase of offensiveness front 
the peculilr odours which were thrown off by numerous cook-shops 
that lined our road, aided perhaps by the dead animals, too closely 
resembling cats and dogs, which hung in their front. 

Tung-Chow is similar in t.he general arrangement of its streets to 
Tien-sing; but in the cleanliness of t.he houses, and the appearance 
of its inhabitants, is much i.nferior to it. To Captain CQoke, who was 
on horseback, and had better opportunities of observation than 
those who travelled in carts, J am indebted for the following remarks · 
on its walls and gates. "To reach the outer wall we passed over a 
bridge thrown across a ditch of sufficient width and depth, if kept 
clear, to form a eonsiderable obstacle to besiegers. The wall appeared 
to be from sixt.y to seventy feet high, and judging from the length of 
its arched gateway, fifty feet thic~. " 'hen beyond this, we passed 

• another at right angles to it, in a second wall of about thirty feet in . 
thickness. The gates were of' wood, seven or eight inches thick. 
There were numberless embrasures in the walls and gateways for ' 
arrows or musquetry: I saw no great guns." 

For two or three days f~ftcr, our visit, communications took place ' 
betwee,n IIi.s Excellency and the Duke, the result of which was duly 
known to tht> diplomatic part of the Embassy. But the movettte:dts'·. 
of the Chinese soldie~s, and the report of a person in the Embassy 
being obnoxious to tI~ e Chinese government, kept us in a :state 'of 
uneasy feeling. The guards round our quarters were doubled, and a 
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caution published that the Chinese should avoid conversation with 
the -strangers. _ These measures' were adopted by the Chinese in the 
hope of influencing Mis Lordship's decision, - re;pecting the per
formance of the ceremony of prostration, in their favour. It is 
almost needJess to remark, that they were ineffectual. 
. On the monling of the 27th, I-lis Excel1ency sent. a note to the 
Duke, definitively dec:1aring his intention not to perform the cere
mony; and requesting that the necessary arrangements might be made 
for his. departure. We therefore looked f()r our immediate return; 
and it was with equal surprise and satisfaction that we witnessed a 
visit fronl the Duke to the Ambassador in the atternoon of; (he same 
day, to acquaint him with the Emperor's intention to wave the 
ceremony of prostration, and to receive him on his own terms, 
at the palace of Yuen-Ming-Yuen. The Duke was now all smiles 
and graces, and seemed as urgent fi)r our instant dC'parture t()r the 
Imperial PJ'es~nce, as ll(-! had bef()re been to keep us from it. Orders 
were immediate) y given for landing the presents and baggage, and 
the next day was named for our journey. 

So much expedition was used by the Chinese, in providing the ne
cessary means of' transport, that by three o'clock in the afternoon of 
the 27th, every article had been put into waggons, or on maehines to 
he carried by hand. An elegant barouche was at the same time un
ps:cked for the eonveyance of' the ~mbassador, his son, Sir George 
-Staunton, and Mr. Ellis. To draw this, four mules were provided, 
but 80 smal1, that they were almost lost in the splendid harness 
brought from England for their -equipment; the collars especiall y heing 
so large, ».as to require considernble ingenuity to fit them to their 

' n~cks. Four sedans were directed to follow, to be in readiness iT) 

cas.e/pf accident, a circumstance not unlikely to occur, as coach, mules, 
andrQ8.ds, wel'e unadapted to each other. The whole. equipage, how
ever~exhibited a good . appearance, and excited great astonishment 
;"l ;t (!l'owd of Chinese whoassemblt .. ~ to see it. . 

: C~til- -' ; andsaddle-horses were provided . for the conve'yance of the 
gentlemen of' the suite, 8ijd wa~Qns for the servants, bn1ll1 and guard~ 
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The cam, drawn ·. each ·by one mule, resembled those which I have 
already desm-ibed. The horses were miserable looking animals, both 
in themselves and in their caparisons. That. on which I rode was 
aboot thirteen hands and a half high, of a bay colour, having all his 
bony points extremely prominent. Accustomed to follow en train, 
and of an obstinate temper, he would seldom pass any of his kind; 
and always chose his own pace, which was something between a trot 
and an amble. His equipment perfectly harmonised with his personal 
properties. Two pieces of board' forming the saddle, met at so 
acute an angle, that his bare spine would have afforded a more 
pleasRnt support. Behind and before it had two high projections, 
on the former of which I occasionally sat, to relieve myself from the 
effects of its central portion. A piece ofscadet doth was indeed 
thrown over; but as thiR was continually s1ipping, it rather increased 
than remedied the inconvenience arising lrom the · bare boards. A 
piece of old cord formed the girt, and permitted the saddle to turn, 
when I endeavoured to lllOunt. The stirrups were suspended by 
strings, so short, that they scarcely hung beneath the animal's body, 
occasioning some danger of collision between my knees and nose. 
The bridle was of no better materials, and had a bit which the animal 
totally disregarded. A piece of cord attached to the reins served as 
a whip. Such an outfit would not have excited dissatisfaction, had it 
been similar to that of equestrians of respectability in the country; 
but I did not witness an instance of the poorest Chinese being more 
mi~erably mounted. Remonstrance was in vain; the mandarins in
sisted that no better means of conveyance were to be obtained, and 
many of the gentlemen preferred any other tnode of travelling to 
that of the carts. 

One ()f the servants and one of the guard being too ill to t~vel 
without the means of more convenient transport, application w~ .~ 
to the Chinese for litters. Two were brought, but of a description 
that it was impossible to use. They were nothing ,more .~ two 
!'Jtraw or wieker baskets, three feet and a half long .and . twobt:q~, 

. having the half o~ their bottoms out, .and the remainder 80.1'0., 
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that there was every probability of its giving way. In these machines 
the Chinese proposed to place the invalids, unsheltered fi'om the 
weather. On their being pointed 'out to I-lis ~xcellency, he de
clared that he would not quit Tung-Chow till others of a better 
deseription· were provided. Several of our Chinese attendants im
mediately pretended to seek them; but in their peculiar spirit re
turned with a cart, appointed to convey one of the gentlemen, but 
of which they had taken possession during his absence. Lord 
Amherst now directed that two of' the sedans intended to follow 
his carriage, should be given up to the sick, and thus secured 
to them more easy vehicles than any which the Chinese seemed 
disposed to afford. 

Every thing being at length ready, our journey cOIlnncneed at 
four o'clock in the afternoon .. The gentlemen on horseback went in 
advance of the carriage, the sedan chairs followed imrnediately 
behind it, then the. carts, next the servants, hand and guard in 
waggons, whilst the rear was dosed by our haggage. Every point of 
the procession was surrounded by mandarins and soldiers in chairs 
and carts, on horseback and on foot: the whole moved at a foot-pace. 
We soon reached the gates of Tung-Chow, through which we ex
pected to pass; but the ways proving too narrow f()r I-lis .Lol'dship's 
carriage, we took a road under its wal1s. These are of an oblong 
square, as stated by Du JIalde, 'and are built of an ill-burnt brick of a 

• blue colour. No masonry eouid be less expressive of st.rength, or 
in a state of greater dilapidation. Leaving the eity, we soon 
reached a handsome bridge of one arch, built of a granular lime
stone, and ornamented with figures of lions. llaving left. thie~ we 
came to the paved road which extends from Tung-Chow to l'ekin. 
,Tile pavement consisted of large blocks of granite, so irregularly Jaid, 
tlla£llirge ' chasms from long wear had intervened between them 
sufficiently' deep fur the overturn of carriages. These continually 
''Oooumd through its whole extent, and occasioned the greatest an
i~atieetO those who trav-elled in carts. That part of the country 

'. ;'''tough which we passed whilst day-light continued, was on each side 
o 2 
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of the road w~lcultivated with millet; but exhibited n08cenery 
with any claim to description. 

We travelled'- so sJow, that - night came on before . we had 
advanced five miles. My horse I very soon abandoned; and having 
with no unintelligible marks o£ contempt yielded-- him up to a 
soldier, endeavoured to prosecute my journey on foot, and was 
instantly surrounded by a crowd of Chinese soldiers and portent, who 
accompanied us, and peasants who had assembled from the neighbour
hood. Their usual importunity was growing exceedingly trouble
some, when the coming up of the black drummer of the band 
suddenly relieved mc. This man, of a fine figure, six feet in height, 
of a jet black complexion, was an object of irresistible curiosity with 
the Chinese. Wherever he went, erowds followed, and left every 
other person of the embassy to gaze upon him. To feel his hands~ 
and to compare their colour with that of their own; to endeavour by 
signs to ascertain from what part of the world he, came, was theirfre.:.. 
quent and eager employment. We always thought ourselves fortunate 
in our excursions when he had preceded us, and carried off the 
mob. I continued my walk till after dark~ wllen having suffered two 
or three severe falls from the holes in the road, I took refuge in the 
cart of a friend. 

About nine o'clock the procession halted at a small village distant 
five miles from Pekin. The AmbRssador was conducted to a building 
more resembling a shed than a house, and ushered into a lar.ge 
apartment intended for the accommodation of all the persons 
of the Embassy, and some of their horses. At its further extre
mity, a long table was spread for the Ambassador and gentlemen of 
his suite; in the centre, benches and tables were placed for. the 'ser
vants, guard and band; and at a short distance beyond these, i.~, 
received their fodder. Our repast consisted f:Jf fowls served \Jpwlioi~ 
but without any instJ"uments to carve . them. We were consequently 

-obIi~rmuch to the amusement of thebye-standers, tosepMate. the· 
limbs with "our fingers. -- Water, and spirits m:taste and: streB,gthlike 

, alcohol, were given us to drink. The room was filled by Chinese~wb:o . 
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were present for any purpose, rather than that of attending on the 
Embassy. In short, a more disagreeable entertainment cannot b{-~ 

imagined. But all fared alike; for in this instance: the Chinese made 
no . distinction in the accommodation· of the Ambassador and the 
lowest of his train. After the delay of about an hour, I-lis Excel
lency readily yielded to the solicitation of the attendant Mand&rins 
to hasten our departure for IJekin. These gentlemen, of whom 
Quang and Soo were the principal, urged Lord Amherst to de
part, with much anxiety of manner, alleging as an excuse for their 
importunity, that the Governor of Pekin was waiting his arrival at 
the gates of the city. 

When preparing to leave, I {(mnd that the sick had suffered mllch 

from the journey, and that their number had been increased by 
one of the band who had fallen ill on the route. For these, who 
were all suffering from acute disease, and liable to severe pain ii-oni. 
slight nlOtion, application was again made to the Chinese for 
comfortable litters, but without effect. The only relief that could 
be afforded to them was in large doses of opium, larger indeed 
than, under ordinary circumstances, it would have been prudent to 
administer, but which fortunately diminished their sensibility so 
much as to enable them to complete the remainder of the journey 
without severe suffering. 

The Ambassador having agaig taken possession of his carriage, 
the different persons of his suite went in search of their respective 
~rts, but had the greatest dIfficulty in finding them. They had 
been removed from the neighbourhood of the shed in which ~e hall 
supped, into a sort of stable yard, in its neighbourhood. Not being 
acquainted· with this circumstance, the gentlemen in vain wandered _t ,for some time in the dark, without reeeiving any assi8tanC(~ 
:in·>tbeir search from the numerous Chinese who surrounded them, 
and WllO only grinned on wit.nessing their dilemma. Accident at 
)~hreliev~d. them from their embarrassment; but few I believe 
-rfp08seslied· themselves of the s.ame carts that had brought them 
,thus far on their journey. . 
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I was 'morefortunate :than muny of my companions. The manner 
in which I 'had. relinquished my horse on the road induced the 
Chinese, who always watched minutely the &ttions of the persons 
of the Emba.ssy; to replace him at our halting-place by another of a 
very different character. lIe was respectable hoth ·in condition and 
equipment, and soon enabled me to overtake the Ambassador, leaving 
the carts with the other gentlemen fal' behind. 

Having given my horse to a servant, I mounted the box of the 
carriage, which was now escorted by men carrying large flambeaux, a 

precaution necessary to prevent its overturn by the inequalities of 
the road. The carts were lighted by small paper lanterns of 
a "red colour, which in a long line produced a singular effect. 
About twelve o'clock we , reached the suburbs of the city of Pekin, 
and found even at this latc hour Chinese curiosity fully awake. 
Thousands of people crowded the road, holding up their small oval 
lanterns to gain a view of the procession. The light of these was 
sufficient to discover the faces of the crowd and the style of the 
buildings by which we were passing. It was a strange scene. The 
eye, after wandering over numberless naked and illuminated heads, 
rested on gilded Piazzas stretching in front of the houses, and reflect
ing the light of the torches. 

We were in constant apprehension of driving over the people; 
but were saved from this misfortune by a band of Chinese soldiers, 
who flourishing whips on all sides, cleared the way with great dex
terity. After proceeding some time, we ,became anxious to reach 

", 
the city gates; but were soon mortified, by observing that the ,car-
riage was quitting their direction, and that our conductors' tale 
of the Governor of Pekin waiting our arrival, was only an instan,ce 
of Chinese falsehood. The carriage being now directed to t~~ 

There can be little doubt from our subsequent experience, that the eonfusion and 
difficulties which embarrassed the suite, after the departure of Hi. Lordship, were pl~ed 
by the Chine~e to separate them from each other. 
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outside of the walls, all the skilJ of the coachman was required 
to · prevent its overturn. The danger arose from the narrowness 
of the ways, being <?nly suited to the short axles of the Chin~e 
carts. We first passed through a lane having a high bank on 
one side and a deep ditch on the other, and' wh~n clear of this, 
entered upon a succession of bridges, overhanging deep ravines, 
and formed of planks without parapets, and with scarcely sufficient 
width to admit the whee1s of the carriage. Beyond thesf?' we gained 
a road passing bpt.wpen the walls and a ditch, which seemingly en
circled the city. This ]'oad being rather good, we were congratu
lating ourselves upon a termination of our difficulties, when the cnrri
age became fixed in a deep mire. All the efforts of the mules could 
not for some time move it, although assisted by several Chinese, 
who put their shoulders to the wheels. \VhiJst we were thu~ circum
stanced, Mandarins continually went by, without paying any attention 
to our unpleasant situation. The Commissioners having alighted, 
the earriage was at length drawn out, and proceeded without further 
obstacle, till it reached at the dawn of day the celebrated gardens of 
Yuen-Ming-Yuen. 

The morning was fine, and opened t.o us a scene of novelty anti 
beauty. After travelling, since leaving Ta-koo, through an uninter
rupted flat of two hundred miles, remarkable ll{:"ither for its pro
ductions or cultivation, we beheld unusual charms in the hills, 
trees, and flowers which surround&l us. Fields of Nelmnbo rearing 
high its glossy leaves and gorgeou::; flowers, edged by trees with 
the foliage of the Cassia, spread at our feet, whilst the Tartar 
mountains approximated by the haze of the mOrniJlg rose in the 
distance. All the descriptions which I had ever read of the 
pa.1iadisiacal delight of Chinese Gardens occurred to my imagination; 
but in imagination only was I allowed to enjoy them. Acts of 
fraud, tyranny~ and violence speedily effaced the first rising of 
pl~urabIe :emotion. 
~ived ·within a short distance of the imperial palace, the 

Ambassador's carrLaa:e was stop-ped by some Mandarins illtheiJ' 
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dresses ot ceremony, who' from a crowd of others advanced to 
meet it. 'Several of these, amongst whom were Soo-ta-jin .80<1 .. 
our conductor 'Qpang, , immediately requeste<! His Excellency, to 
enter the imperial place. His Lordship at first refused, plead .. 
ing f&tigue and" ilhiess, and begging to be led to the quarters 
pl'epared for him; but after repeated solicitations and assurances 
that he would only be detained to partake of refi-eshment, he 
alighted, and, accompanied by.his son, Sir G. Stu,nnton, Mr.. Ellis, 
and a few of the gentlemen of his suite who ~haneed to be nbout his 
person, passed through a lmlltit.ude of Mandarins to the palace. 
Repeated attempts appeared now to be made to separate His Lordship 

. from his attendants, by carrying him rapidly {()rward; ohligiug them to . 
use considerable exertion to keep up with him, by pressing thr.o.ugh a 
host of opposing Chinese. At length the whole party reached the 
palace, and were pushed into a room, which, if a f~lir specime.n ,of 
other parts, might induce the supposition that Ifis Chinese l\1ajesty 
was king of the beggars. On entering, it was impossible not '0 
be reminded of Van Braam's exclamation under similar circum..., 
stances, Nous voila done it notr{? at'1'ivee dans fa celebre residence 
iinjJt..nale log is dan.o; unc especc d'ecurie. ATous $erions nous attendus 
a une pareille aventure. This room was perhaps twelve feet in 
length and seven in breadth, and was surrounded on all sides by ,win
dows, or rather openings furnished with shutters in the same man~er 
as the port-holes of a ship. Its rd'of was a tattered paper sky-light. 
The shutters were thrown open, to grati(ythe curiosity of the lower 
class of Chinese, whilst crowds of 'l\fandlrins and 11rinces of the 
blood satisfied their's by filling the room almost to suffocation. 
As soon as His Excellency ent.ered, he, threw himself, upon,a 
bench, much exhausted by fatigue, watching, and agitation of mjJJd. 
All followed his example, and pretended to sleep in the. hope of,· 
avoi,<;ling the ceasdes~ importunity of the Chinese~ But they WQ~ld 
in no respect suffer our repose. In a few minutes after our aro.v~l, 

came Soo-ta-jin, stating to the Ambassador the desire of the ~~~ror. 
to see him and . the other Commissioners. Lord Amherst replied,., that 
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fatigUe, illness, and the want of the necessary attire, rendered his com
pliance with the Emperor's desire almost fmpossiple; and requested 
t~at His' Majesty would allow him that day to rec&ver himself, beg
ging at the same time to be conducted to the dwelling appointed for 
him. I-lis Lordship's excuses were not received. The Emperor's 
wish was again and again urged, as not to be n:jectecl; but Ilis 
Excel1ency adhered to his f()rmcrremollstrance. Soo-ta-jin was 
strongly supported in his solicitations by the legat.e, (~ual1g. Find
ing, however, that their entreaties wpre unavailing, they retired; 
but were immediatel v succeeded by the Duke, who entered the 

~ ~ . 

room with a determined air, and goillg up to the Amhassador, 
repeated the Emperor's desire to see the Commissioners; adding, 
that they would only be required to perf{)l'In the English ceremony. 

On receiving the same answer that had been given to 800 Hud 
Quang, he caught His Lordsh ip Tude]y by tht~ ann, beckoning at 
the same time to SOlIlC surrounding .Mandarins to assist him. They 
obeyed the signal, and stepped forward; but bef()re they reached 
the Ambassador, we started np, and advanced towards him, when ill 
the act of shaking off his unmannerly assailant. This sudden move
ment stopped the Duke, and alarrned his attendants; thei()nner 
quitted his hold, and the latter fell back, with countenances full of 
astonishment. IIis Lordsh ip, fi'ced fl:om the grasp of the Duke, 
protested, with great firmness an~ dignity of manner, against the 
insult which he had reeeivcd, and claimed to he treated as the 
representative of a great

41
.and ilHlepelHh·nt Sovereign; declaring, 

that force alone should carry hin') into the Imperial presence. The 
Duke at once altered his tone, endeavouring t.o make it appear, 
that what we had considered as .an attempt to f()ree t.he Ambassadol' 
·from the room, was only the Chinese mode of assist iug a person 
unable to walk; adding, that a sick man had no will of his own; 
and in the most persuasive manner, entreated His Lordship to 
wa.iton tlH:~ Emperor, who, he said, merely wished to see llim on 
bij':'arriva)~ and would not detain him. l>ersuaslon, if it could have 
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availed at first, was now too late. Defeated in his purpose, 'ih{~ 
Duke left the room in hIgh displeasure. 

It was now tHat IIis Excellency appealed -to us, as witnesses of 
the violence which he had suffered; and looking to the probability 
of its recurrence, cautioned those who were armed, against using 
their weapons in' resisting it. Our reflections at this period were 
not of the most pleasing natilfe. We could not but be sensible, 
that we were in the hands of a despotic and capricious government, 
whose ministers had been repulsed in an attempt to carry a point of 
the deepest interest to themselves, and who were obviously free 
from the restraint of courteous feeling. Indignation, however, was 
our predominant emotion; and was in no small degree increased by 
the annoyance that we experienced from the number of eunuchs, 
mandarins, and princes who infested the apartment. N otwith
standing the strongest appeals made by Mr. Morrison to their Rense 
of propriety and civility, they continually pressed upon us ; examin
ing our persons with the most unceremonious closeness. They 
even wished the Ambassador, who was reclined on the bench, to 
rise, that they might the bettcr view his pc!'son. It. was plain that 
they looked upon us as a strange species of animal, whom it was 
curious to observe, but as heings without the pale of civilised 
treatment. They also seemed to sllspect that we might not be 
perfectly harmless. Had they n;gain attempted to carry their first 
intention into effect, they would prohably have discovered that· 
Englishmen had not been train(4d in tqe habits of non-resista.nce 
to tyrannieal insult. 

Our speculations were soon interrupted by the arrival of a m'es
senger from t.he Duke; who acquainted His Lordship, that his visit 
to the Emperor would be dispensed with, and invited him to the 
Duke's apartments, that he might be free from the pressure of 
the crowd. His Lordship, looking at this invitation as a mere feint 
to draw him into the Imperial presence, at once refused it ; observ
ing, that if he were well enough to visit the Duke, he could have 
no reason for refusing to see the Emperor. On receiving this reply, 
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"'Ho became again impatient, and again waited on l-lis Excellency. 
In this visit he was all civility, and used every motive that he could 
imagine to induce th.e Alnhassador to meet his wishes. His impor
tunity being too suspicious to be complied with, he agnin lett the 
.foom without attaining his object; but only to harass His Excellelwy 
with message after message, to which he a1ways received the answer, 
that "the Ambassador wished to be led to the hOllse prepared for 
him." After some time the nlessages became less frcqlLCflt, and 
then altogether ceased. Mandarins and soldiers, who had been drawn 
up in the front of the palace, were observed to disperse; and intelli
gence was soon after brought to the Ambassador, that h(~ was at 
liberty to go to his own apartments, and that he would be attended 
by the Emperor's physician. 

His Lordship immediately quitted the p~lace, and endeavoured 
to reach the carriage, which had remained in the place where we 
had left it. At first:, great difficulty was experienced in getting 
through the Chinese who surrounded us. Several soldiers, armed 
with whips, attempted to open a passage; but as they only struck 
the ground, their efi()rts were unavailing. 'Ve had, however, more 
effectual aid at hand. The Duke, who had f()llowcd us closely, 
seeing our impediment, seized H whip, and st.riking fllfiollsly aU 
the Chinese who did not fly bef(we him, speedily cleared our path; 
the nobles 9f all ranks, in their dresses of ceremony, sprawling over 
each other in their eifQltg to ese~pe him . . We now soon reached 
the quarters prepa!ed for the Emba5sy~ in the village of Hai-teen, 
and found Ollr companions, who had been purposely s('parated from 
us, · perplexed at our absence, and overcome with f;l.tigue. 

The Ambassador was immediately visited by the promised physi
cian. This gentleman, who appeared to be something beyond the 
middle age, was dressed as a Mandarin. lIe felt lIis Lordship's 

-pulse in both wrists; and having observed that his stomach was pro
bably disordered ii·om the use of a Chinese diet, recommended 
r_.pc>se ,and ,an emetic, and retired. The report of .this person to the 
. Emperor, materially influenced, 88 it afterwards appeared, onr subse
quent treatment. 
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The house intended for the accommodation of the Commission.ers 
was sufficiently comfortable, both in itself and its situation, and had 
been the residenoe of Chou-ta-jin, one of the. worthy conductors of 
Lord Macartney's Embassy, who was now on the fi'ontiers of Russia. 
It consisted of apartments communicating by door-ways covered 
with rolling screens formed of rattan. Its furniture, exclusive of 
tables and chairs highly varnished, consisted of large couches covered 
with embroidered scarlet silk. It stood in an enclosed space of SOlne 
extent, laid out in a tasteful manner, and ornamented with showy and 
interesting plants. Suites of' rooms for the accommodation of the 
other Inembers of thc Embassy wcre comprised in detached build
ings in its neighbourhood. These had not much to recommend 
them, being little better than counterparts of our reception-room in 
the palace. We passed to them through archways and circular open
ings * in walls surrounding small gardens. In one of these, a large . 
building, open in fi'ont, and supported by pillari covered with yellow 
silk, was prepared for the reception of the presents . 

. Having partakel1 of a splendid breakfast, consisting of the choicest 
Chinese fare, we retired in search of the repose which should enable 
us to enjoy the inviting scenes in our neighbourhood. We were 
too much fatigued by the journey of t.he }Jreeeding night, to wait the 
unlading of our cots, but throwing ourselves on benches or chairs, were 
soon in a deep sleep. nut scarcely ha.d we begun our dreams of all the 
beauties of Yuen-l\ling-fuen, w~'en we were. roused by the noiseof 
preparation. It was the preparation for our inst~nt return to Tung~, . 
Chow. The Emperor, incensed at the Ambassador's refusal to visit 
him, had commanded our immediate departure. Chang brought 
the order, and was soon followed by a Mandarin, who, in a loud 

It is very common in Chinn to bee the apartments of dwelHng~bouses and templ~s, 
and .the out-door cnc!osun·s, communicating with each other by rOllnd door~wlf.~8.De 
Guigne& observes, " I,a pOI'te du honheur est celie de fOl'me ronde, cclle ci ~Ia 'vertq, 
suivant Jes idees ChinoiBes, d'/lrrctcr Jes genies malfilis8ZU et de garanterle propri~tairo~u 

·· logia de leur maUgnes influences." .. 
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voi¢eand imperative gesture, cnlled for .the principal' interpreter. 
Mr~'Morrison appeared. "I am a messenger," said this pompous 
gentleman, "from th~ Keu-mun-te-tuh, governor of the nine gates 
of Pekin, the greatest military officer of the empire; commander 
of a million of men. lIe orders the Ambassador instantly to quit 
the limits ,of his command." '* Such a mandate was not t.o be 
entirely disobeyed; we therefol'e prepared to depitrt, but not with 
all the expedition that the Chinese wished. They proposed sending 
our baggage after us, but could not induce llis Excellency to set out 
till he was satisfied that every article which had been removed from 
the carts was replaced. 

Although now in circumstances the most disgraceful in Chinese 
estimation, being under the'displeasure of' the Emperor, we experi
enced some sympathy in our misfortunes. Yin, the military l\fandarin 
who had accompanied us from the Gulf of Pe-tchee-Iee, wa1ked ii'om 
person to person, cond.oling with ea<.~h as weB as he could~ and attri
buting our difficulties to the will of heaven. MallY of the inferior 
Chinese attendants had also more of compassion than of triumph in 
their countenances, and endeavoured by signs to induce us to eat, 
before we undertook our troublesome journey. And let me not 
here pass over the humane conduct of a poor Chinese towards myself: 
He was a young man who belonged to 1\1.r. l\1.orrison' s boat, and 
acting as that gentleman's servant, had been often employed for me 

• in ,'collect.ing plants, for which he received a small recompense. See
ing ~me ~t this time in search of a cart, he led me to the best he could 

• This gentleman did not confine himself to the strict purport of his message, but wok 
~ion to give his opinion of the conduct of the Ambassador. "The Ambassador," he 
sa:id., "has behaved rudely. Y our King is respectful and obedient, but your Ambassador 
is not: he has used disrespectful language. The Emperor will write to the King, and 
cetpplain of him,"On being told that the Ambassador had only begged His Chinese 
¥fJeetY.f'acioli~ly to defer the audienct', l/C exclaimed, "The ceremonies of the Celest.ial 
EnJpil'eiiltunalterable." "This is no time to talk of ceremonicll," observed Mr. Mor
riYMl':' ':~, .Nor am I Bent for nny other pnrpose than to order your departure," rejoined 
theoth~, and went & .... ,. 
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find, recommended me strongly to the care of its driver, and during 
the journey brought me refreshments, when no exertion of my own 
could· have proctfred them. 

Before leaving Yuen-Ming-Yuen, a request was once more made 
in behalf of the sick, whom it appeared quite hazardous to subje<..1; to 
the inconveniences of another night-journeY,9 that they might remain 
behind under the care of their medical attendant till the next ,day. 
This application being made to our conductor Chang, he readily 
answered, that" as they would only have to travel twenty lees, less 
than seven miles, that night, they had better go with the other 
persons of the Embassy." This answer is a good illustration of 
the falsi~ying qisposition of the Chinese. They seldom directly 
refuse a request which they do not intend to grant, but evade it by a 
lie which is not immediately palpable. Chang knew that the Em
bassy were to be hurried as fast as possible to Tung-Chow;: but. by 
speaking the truth, he could not have freed himself so~asi1y from 
our importunity. Another attempt to obtain litters having no better 
success than that made at Tung-Chow, the invalids were put in pos
session of the carriage of His Lordship, who determined to return 
to Tung-Chow in a chuir. 

As soon as the Ambassador entered his sedan, the different vehi
des containing the persons of his train were hurried off at a rapid 
paee. The pomp of imperial fitvour no longer attended us.· The 
confusion and haste of a forced journey took place vf the slow moYe-, 

ment and orderly arrangement of a procession. The crowd of MIUl
durins and soldiers that had hitherto attended us, disappeared, and 
were not replaced by a single responsible person. 

We reached the city of I>ekin at the close of day, stepped from 
our carts to steal a piece of its walls, had just time to observe that 
they were built of a sun-dried brick of a blue colour, resting on 
a foundation of blocks of granite, and were hurr,ied round them 
to its suburbs. It was dark when. we entered them. A num-, . 

berlessmob again surrounded us, thrusting their lantems,hang~pg 
from the ends of short staves, into the carts, to obtain, a view of our , 



TUNG·CHOW. 111 

faces~ :As we were not in a humour to indulge their curiosity, many 
of their lanterns coming in contact with our feet, were sacrificed t.o 
our irritability. BeyoJild. the suburbs, we again goflt upon the paved 
road, and travelling along it at a fast trot, felt the sensation of conti
nualdislocation and replaeement in every joint of our bodies. About 
twelve o'clock many of the Embassy halted in u heavy ruin at the 
house in which we had received our strange entertainment the night 
before. Neither shelter nor refreshment being ilOW provided, we took 
refuge in our carts; and during their delay of an hour, obtained sOme 
sleep, and then proceeded on our journey. At four in the morning 
we reached Tung-Chow, and gladly entered the boats; which, ill Ollr 

present circumstances, had the attraction of homes. The buildings 
that had been occupied by the Commissioners were closed against u". 

The boatmen were mu'ch surprised at our ~UlIJen return, but 
received us joyfuJly and kindly. These men, who, in their o !~dinnry 

habits of life, often Huffer from hunger, and at all times feed on a 
Ineagre diet, had fared sumptuously on the redundant supplies of the 
Embassy. They had also experienced the liberality of individuals, and 
were for these reasons glad to see their henefactors 80 soon in a situa
tion to renew their services. They did not, however, fail to specu.latc 
amongst themselves on the cause of our sudden appearance, lLnd to 
express their surprise at our escaping the wholesome correction of 
the bamboo, for our insolence in opposing the will of their mighty 
Emperor. Lord Amherst, Sir George Staunton, and the other gen
tlemen who travelled in chairs, did not arrive till some hours after the 
carts~ . The carriage with the sick was obliged t.o stop all night on the 
road, near Pekin, in consequence of not being supplIed wit.h either 
guides or torch-bearers. Many casualties had occurred on dw journey. 
~veral of the baggage-waggons had been upset, and much of the bag-
gage was injured. But this was a slight grievance. One of His Lord
ship's servants was nearly killed by the overturning of his cart, through 
tbecatelesstleSs of his driver; receiving in the fall a severe concus
Iliori:::',or. ,die.brain, 'the effect of which still incapacitates him for his 
"usual a~~tions. 
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When we were somewhat recovered from our fatigues, and looked 
back on the occurrences of the last two days, we seemed rather to 
have <awakened from a dream, than to. have .experienced any circum
stances of real existence. It was impossible to link them together 
in any proba.ble cha.in of' cause and effect. We could only conjecture 
that we had been hurried to and from Yuen-l\fillg-Yuen, and · sub
jected to all kinds of indignity and inconvenience. to suit the wHlof 
a capricious despot. "It would have been in vain to calculate or,·. the 
nex"t events. The same will might load us with fresh insults, or again 
call us to the imperiaJ presence. 

Bef{)re night, our suspense was in some degree relieved by reports, 
from authf'ntie SOllr('PS, that the Emperor had been deceived by his 
ministers respeeting tlH' real (,l1ns(' of' the Ambassador's refusal to 

visit him, and lalllented his hasty dismissal. Early the next morning 
these rumours were. confirmed by the arrival of Soo ahd Quang, 
with presents fi'om the Emperor to the Prince Regent, conWfsfillg 
of a sceptre cut from a siliceous stone, of a greenish white colour, 
and called by the Chinese Yu; a necklace of agate, and other 
beads; and several embossed silk purses. In return fc:)r these, they 
selected from the British presents portraits of the King and Queen, 
a painting of Doncaster horse-races, several enbrr~tvings, and some 
maps of China; manifesting, as an Imperial Edict afierwards ex
pressed it, "the idea of giving much and receiving little!!" . 

It was about this time verbafly couununicated to Mr. Morrison,· 
tllut the Emperor had been kept in ignorance of the circumstance 
of our having travelled an night, or being withmit the costume neces
sary to appear in before him; and that the only plea that had been 
alleged for the Commissioners' refusal to enter the presence, was 
the Ambassador's il1ness ; which there was reason to suppose . .the 
. Chinese physician had declat·ed to be feigned. It was also stated, 
that all the Chinese officers who had been connected with tbe~m-
bassy, were degraded. It was, in fact, afterwards ascel'bline<;l,tbat 
Soo had been condemned to lose his situation of Presideri{ 'to the 
Board of Works, together with his peacock's feather, ~d to be 
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reduced to a buttQIl of' the third order; 110 to relinquish his title of 
Kung-Yay or Duke, to be mu~cted in a heavy penalty, and to lose 
his privilege of wearing a yellow riding-jacket: Mub to lose his Prt,~ 
sidency; and Quang his situation of Salt Commissioner. Aller the 

. interchange of presents, no doubt remained that our early departure 
was decided on. 

Having now given an account of the most interesting public 
transactions of the Embassy, as fin' as they ft'll under my own ob
servation, up to the period of its leaving Tung-Chow, I shall conclude 
this chapter with' a few remarks on thc cllvirons of this pla(~e, and 
their inhabitants. 

It has been remarked, by the author of an Essay entitlcd, "Id{'c 
generalc dc la Chine," that it might be eoncluded, from the rela
tions of travellers who have only visited the sen-ports of China, tha~ 
in this cotlutry, u.s in Lacc<i<eIllOn, theft, was permiu,(,d, if suecessfhlly 
practised. If giving false weight, charging ecntuple prices, and 
substituting bad artides f()!· good, form a speeies of theft, it is not 
confined to the sea-coast, but is practised aU over the empire of 
China, and is not only tolerated but apphmded, especially when 
foreigners are its victims. -* It was constant]y practised upon us in the 
most barefaced manner at Tung-Chow, and indeed every where else in 

I might readily show, that in this statement I only accord with the gellerality of 
writers who have hnd occlll;ion to consider the general chnrllct(~l' of tlae Chinese. They 
arc too numerous to be nil quoted; hut the ~,pilli()llS of Le COllltc Ilnd Du HuJde, two 
writers best able to appreciate them, 1 cnnnot nvnid giving: - " Leur qUlllitc cBsentiellc 
c'est d(~ tromper quand i1s peuvcnt. lis tilh;ificllt pn'slItw t.out c(' <Ju'ils vC'lldellt. II cst. 
aur qu'un etranger sera toujours trompe, s'il achetc par lui.llll'n.c, quelque precaution 
qu'it prenue." - Nouveaux MemoiJ't'8 sur In Chine, pal' Louis Le Comte, tOIn. i. p. 3(j:.!. 

" Quoiquc gencralemt'nt pnl'ialJt, ils lie soient pas aussi i()ul'lws et aussi trompeufs 'Inc 
Ie P. Ie Comte les depeint, iI cst ut'tlmoinl! vrai que la bonne foi I\'('!!t pas leur vcrtu 
favQrite, sur tout lorsqu'i1s ont 11 traiter avec les {~trangcrs; ill! ne lllnn()lwnt gucrel! de \e8 
tromper ,'ils Ie peuvent, et ils s' en font un ulerite; i I Y en R. mt~me qui etant surpris <m 
faote sont nsscz impudcns pour s'e:xcuser SUI' kur peu d'hllbiJitc. 

·'C-ette adresse Ii tromper 8C remarque principalement pnrmi Ie" gens du peupJe, (lui 
08t recours ~ mille ruses pour falsifier tout cc qu'its vClIdcnt; il y en a qui out I{~ !let:rct 
fouvrit l',~omac (l'un chapon, et d'en tirer toute In chair, de rcmplir ensuitc 1c vuide, 
-et de fermer l'ouvcrture si adroitcmcnt, 'Iu'on ne s'en llpper~oit que dans Ie t('mps qU(~ J'Oll 

veut Ie manJrer!'-From p. 77. tom. ii. [Jar leP. dll Halde. 
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China. A kind of balanCe is used by the Chinese. in weighing that 
enables them readily to deceive the unsuspicious; and gave us many .,,-
opportunities of witnessing their fraurl:s. It is jormed of a long rod 
or beam, of wood ()r ivory, with a scale at one end and a moveable 
weight at the other. The rod is intendE¥l to be suspended in equi
librium by a piece of string passing through it. The Chinese, by 
having two strings at som·e distance from each other, can alter at 
pleasure the length of the lever, proportionably increasing or dimi
nishing the weight. Of this construction they never failed to take 
advantage, at our expense, whenever an opportunity presented itself: 
I ought, however, to observe, that the soldiers, who accompanied 
us in our excursions, ~1ould have obliged them to act thus, if they 
had not been prompted by their own disposition. These harpic$ 
followed us in all our rambles, and, entering the shops, desired 
the tradesmen to overcharge lIS; and wben a bargain was com
pleted, received the whole of the extra profit. 

Nothing could better illustrate the contemptible aud pusillani
mous policy of the Chinese towards the Embassy, than the jealous 
manner in which they watched our visits to some stalls on whIch. 
arms were exposed i«x sale. They had so great an oqjection to 
our purchasing any weapon of the country, as to seize a swort, 
bought bJ a gentleman, nt the moment when he was carryrnlo! it 
op~nly into the Ambassador's quarters. 

Europea.n silver coin!; were n'luch sought after at Tung-C~w, 
but less 1(>r their intrinsic value than as curiOSItIes. English 
eighteen-penny and three-shilling pieces were particularly in 
request, and seemed to be as highly prized as the Spanish dollar. 
Ihdeed, so far did the inhabitants carry their anxiety to possess a coin 
with a perfect device, as to offer me handful after handful of their 
small c.opper money, called Tchen "*, for a few silver Java coin with 

.. This coin, the only figured fllCllCY in China, is of a round form, has a square hole in 
the c~ntre for the wnvcnieuce or stl'lllging, and has the name of the Emperor ill· Chinese 
on the face, and two Tartur words on the reverse. This coin is melted, not struck.-
Vide Mem. concern. les Chinois, lom. iv. p.307. " 
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the figure of a horse on one side. The · same coin was valued by 
their money-changers at se,,~n Tchen. This estimation of tbe 
value of small silver pieces c~mld only be the cODsequence of their 
rarity, as all silver passes with the Chinese by weight. The 
smallest portion of a donar goes for its relative worth, as readily 
as the whole coin. Silver, for a medium of circulation in China, 
is melted into conical masses, having the form of the crucible in 
which they have been formed. For Jarge payments, the entire 
masses are used 1'" for smal1er, bits of these are cut ofJ~ and weighed 
on the spot. For this purpnse,''8, Chinese usually carries about 
with him a pair of scissars and a small balance, of the nature just 
described, and very sensible, the rod of which is usually of ivory." 
Gold, in China, is purely an article of merchandise. 

Whilst the Embassy remained at Tung-Chow, we were not per
mitted to enter the city, but to visit its suburbs at pleasure. These 
afforded, however, little' that was worth the labour of' toiling for, un
der a hot sun, through a crowd of Chinese, being <.'omposed of long 
dirty streets, lined with paltry shops anci houses of pllhlie enter·, 
tainment. Much the greater number of the former were filled with 
the winter dresses of the Chinese. The skins of every species of 
animal within their reach, from the ermine ''' to the monse, had 
been convertea into apparel. The most common were deer, dog~ 
goa~, and squirrel skins. Hat and mouse skins sewn togcthE~r, and 
fOflllcdinto long cloaks, were also freqnent, and had in tlw eyes 
of a stranger a very singular effect. Indeed, there was nothing that 
gave so peculiar a character to the streets, as the flll' cloaks with 

---------- --------_._ - -_ ... __ .. _-._--_ .. , 

Cette sorte de balance e!\~ assez sembI able a Ill. balance Romaine: die C!;t (~ompo"ce (I'UlI 

petit plat, d'un brns d'Y\'oirc ou d'cbellne, et d'un puids courullt. Ce bras (lui Clot divisf en 
de trt~-petites pllrties sur trois faces diftercntes, est sUHpelldll par des filH de H()yt~ Al'lIn 
desbouts eUrtn,is diffcl'euil point.s, uGn de pesel' plus llitKiment toules bortelj de poids. eel! 
balancE'tl80llt d'une grandt~ precision. lis pelicnt dcpuis 15 et 20 taeJs jusqu'a un sol ct 
au-q~a, et avec taut de jU8teese, que 1a miIlieme partie d'un 6cu fait pancher In balance 
d'uut maniereaensible. - Du Haldc, tom. ii. p. 16S, 

'. ' " . 
Q 2 
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long sleeves .hanging up before the doors, and looking UKt: /!SU llUUl Y 
decapitated" Chinese. Many of these dresses had been handsome; 
the ermine doaks having sometime~ collars.ot' sable, and linings 
of silk richly figured. They were all, however, second-hand, 
and possessed the true Chinese smell. It was impossible to obtain 
their common prices, as the salesmen, through the influence of our 
attendant soldiers, always asked of us more than their real value. 
I gave fourteen Spanish dollars for a deer-skin cloak. 

These ftB.'S were f()rmerly chiefly brought from Siberia, in caravans. 
These, aceording to Mr. Bell *, weT£' allowed by the Emperor's favour 
to remain in free quarters during their stay at Pekin, and have 
the liberty to dispose of their goods, and buy others, without the 
exaction of any impost. The value of one of them was reck
oned to amount to lour or five hundred thousand roubles, and 
yielded a return of at least. double that. sum. T!le Chinese also 
obtained a 1arge supply of sables fi'om the Tonguese, who inhabit the 
southern branch of the river Amoor. t They still derive them from 

, . 
these sources, but also obtain a. large supply from North America. t 

Next in m~mber to the fur-shops, were those of the druggists. 
These were remarkable f()r their sllperiorcleanliness; and, in the 
arrangement of their various drawers and Jars, greatly resembled 

.Journey to Pekin, vol. i. p. 3;,?(). 

t The rive)' Amoo)' is one of the largest l'ivCl's in Asia; it takes itlS rise in the country 
of the Monglllls near the river Scliuga, and running from tlwnce eastward, it makes tbe 
frontier of these part~ hl'tWCt'1l Ellstern Siberia, !lnd the Oriental MongalIs; lLud after a 
course of more than ~()O German leagues, it discharges itself into the sea of Japan, 1Il 

long. 1 Ll1 degrees. - Bell's Travels. . 
t III the seaSon of 1 R II and ] 812, the Americans imported 

Beaver and Land Otter Skins 
Sen Otter 
Seal 
Neutfl' 
Minx 
Fox 

into Canton, 
!.?!J,995 

G,403 
35,002 

142,000 
6,151 
2,532 

222,0133 
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those of Europe. The medicines vended 111 them appeared to be 
all from the vegetable kingdom. 

The public houses ~ere large open sheds, fitte~ up with tables 
and benches, and afforded the means of gambling and drinking to 
the lower class of the Chinese; and were generally filled with 
players at dominos or cards, who seetned to ' enter with intense 
earnestness into their gallle. The cards were small pieces of paste
board, about two inches in length and half an inch in width, having 
black and red 'eharacters painted UpOll them. The beverage most 
largely partaken of in the,se houses was tea and wine; but sam-tchoo 
was also drunk. Thic; liquor, which, from the quantity we rnct 
with in Chinn., must be in general use~ more resembles alcohol in 
flavour and strength than any other spirit witit which I. am ac
quainted. It somctimes, indeed, has a smoky flavour, resembling 
that of whiskey. It is disti11cd fi'om rice or millet, and flavoured, 
the Chinese said, by the seeds of the bamboo. The wine, aeeording 
to De Guignes iff, is nothing more than water in which riee or millet 
has been fermented. All the guests in these houses were smoking 
from pipes of various length, from two to five teet, i()rmed of the 
young and slender twigs of bamboo, fitted with bowls of white 
copper, about the size of a thimble. 

Having seen so many people on the banks of the Pei-ho ex
hibiting all the exterior marks of sordid poverty, we f(~lt no surprise 
that many of them should be driven to mendicity li»)" the means of' 
existence. At Tung-Chow we met with the first of the many proofs 
which occurred to us in China, that it extensively prevails in that 
country. Ileggars frequented the suburbs, some of whom were 
miserable o~jects of deformity, and al] exhibited the marks of 
extreme penury. One man" who occasionally crossed my path, 
was withered in his thighs and legs, which he writhed about ii)r the 
purpose of extorting charity. Those who were not prevented hy 

Voyage a Peking, tom. ii. p. '278. 
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disability of body, followed us through the. streets and into shops, 
not quitting us till they were relieved or driven back by tne soldiers. 
On some occasi<V1s they prostrated themselves before us, exhibiting 

• • 
vile examples of human degradation, and knocking their heads to the 
earth, exemplified the nature of the /coto'U'. 

My observation on the extent of mendicity in China is, I am 
aware, at variance with the remark of tl~e learned author of " Tra
vels in China," that he " did not observe a single beggar from 
one extremity of China to the other, except in the streets of Canton." 
Our opportunities of visiting the cities of China .being more frequent 
t han those possessed by that gentleman, may perhaps explain the 
contrariety of experience ; or the opposite characters of ~ien-Lung 
and Ke~-king, theernpcrors who fined the Chinese throne at the re
specti ve periods df.,Lord Macartney's and Lord Amherst's embassies, 
may have occasioned a very different management of the internal 
affairs of their empire. Kicll-Lung, of an activc mind and enlarged 
policy, making frequent journeys through his empire, examining in 
his own person the state of his people, or employed in his palace in 
scrutinizing the rcports and. actions of his ministers, would be infinitely 
. more competent to prevent the extremes of poverty among his sub
jects, than Kea-king, the victim of jealous fear, struggling against 
rebellion *, and unacquainted with the condition of his people, except 

._-_. __ ._-----.... _ -_._-------
• Ken-king, the present Emperor of Chinn, a llIall of 11 timid nod vacillatillg temper, suf

ficiently proved by his conduct to the British EmbIlH"Y, wae lllmost shnken from hill throne 
by a conspirucy which bruke out in his capital, l\ud peneu'Bted to hi~ palace, in the year 
1813. It WlIS suhdm,d in a great measure by the personal bravery of his brother-in.;Jaw 
Ho-slw-ll1, who sIt'" several of the principal ringleaders with his own hAnd. Seven
teen peholls were ordered tor execution as rebel!', at. Pt~kjn, in the following year, some 
to be cut into minute pieces, othe,'!! uehcaded. Thirty-fivt· were by the tribunal sen
tenced to transportation; but His MElj()!lty changed their sentence to "trangling, after 8 

certain period of impririollment, 

The ~r foliu, .. :ing the rebellion, an imperial edict Was published in Pekin, Btrans
lo.tion of which, made fit MaGIO~ affords so excellent 11 specimen of the style of these royal 
compositions, for they are Supf)osed to be written by the Emperor's own hand,. d,nt 
I have given 'it, with otbel'S of 0. similar nature, in the Appendix. . 
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. throughtb,e representation of his favourites, whose falsehood or truth 
he is from all accounts too weak to estimate. ' 

But whatever be th~ true explanation, there C.tUl, -I apprehend, he 
little doubt that mendiCitv has been common in China., at variou~ 

01 

periods, from the earliest age~ of the Christian era. In the reign of tlle 
Emperor Tay-tsoung, of the dynasty Chong, occupying a part of t.he 
fourth century, it was formally reported to the Emperor by one of his 
counsellors, that" men were found in t.he country and in eitiC8 who 
could only obtain the means of exist.ence hy begging." * From Nieu
hoff we learn, that· at the time of' his ~'isit to China, beggars, "Hold and 
troublesome," " ill-featured and mis-shal)en," "eovered wit.h sores, , . 
mangled, and def()rmed," frc(luented t.he towns and cities of the em-
pire. t Mr. Bell's work t affi>rds similar ('vidence ; 'and De Guignes, 
who attended the Dutch Embassy, declares, t.hat in Tlis jOtlrIlPy hI! met 
with them in towns and cities; and I-Iuttncr, according to the same 
author, aftirms that the city of Pekin is filled with them. § Sueh are 
the benefits of the boasted patriarchal gover}1ment of China. 

The reader will readily imagine, that my visits t.o st.reets djq)laying 
no other objects than tho~e which I have just described, were 
not very frequent. I should have been glad to dil'Pct them to 
the neighbouring eountry, but it was forbidden ground; whenever I 
was tempted to penetrate only a ShOl1, distance beyond the space 
covered with houses, I was hurried buck by the soldiers who attended 
!Ue. It was not till after we left 'rung-Chow that our conductors 
thought it proper to bring us int.o good humour, by giving greater 
latitude to our researches. I theref()re restricted myself to forming 
acquaintances with ' the occupiers of houses which stretched along that 
bank of the river by which our boats were anchored. These people 
beiogall timber-sellers, with whom I ~ould not deal, had no self-

.. Memoircs concernant Ie!; Chinois, tom. v. p. 168. 

t Nieuboff,<- Embussy to Chinn, 2d edition, page 163. 
;1: Bell's Journey to Pckio, vol. ii. p.43. 

It~ G!lignes, Voyage a Peking, tom. iij. p. 13&. 
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interested motive, the main spring of Chinese actions,.to ab~,emy con-, . 
fidence, and proved, in fact, a most civil race. rfhey dwelt in sma1~, 
neat houses, stlrrounded by enclosed yar<ls, ornamentedli< in the .'" . 
Chinese taste with gay rather than fragrant plants. -The enclosures, 
w~ilst they gave the advantages of privaey, were' of' ~ufficient extent 
to admit the freest circula.tion of' air. They opened towards the 
river by a gate in a fence '. at right anglf's with the houses, which 
looked towards the south. The inmates of these ~wenings, 

whenever they saw us "at the eI!~rant~e-gate, invited us in. We 
frequently found thenl at meals in the open air, and were always 
on these occa~ions pressed ~to partake of their faloe, and on all 
others, supplied ~ith tca. They peanitted Ine freely to examine 
the yards and ONter apartments of their houses; but. never allowed 
me to enter tllOseof the interior, which were probably appropriated to 
their women. Those which I had an opportunity of seeing, formed 
the front of the house, and consisted of two of unequal. size. 
The larger, of twice th~ size of the other, served f()l' general PUl-" 
poses; it wa.s an apartment f<)r the rE!<;eption of company, a tem
ple, and a sleeping room. Its walls~' were ~overed with white 
paper, on which hung some rude sketches of mountain-scenery, 
and some moral sentences written Oil silk, in large Chinese cha
racters. The bed places at one end of the room were Jarge 
massive benches of brick-work, having' a small furnace beneath 
them, by which they are warmed during winter. On these, with 
no other defence from their hardness than a felt mat, the Chinese 
sleep. But the most striking pieee of fi.uniture, if it may be ' so 
called, was a temple in miniature. It much resembled at first sight 
cases of shell-work, which are sometimes seen in houses in England, 
and are called grottos. It was seldom more than two or three 
feet squarc~ and was generaily placed against the wall 11 few feet 
from the ground, nearly opposite to the entrance-door. In its 
centre . was ~ figure -of an ill-proportioned, cor.pulent old man, plen
tifully' besmea.red with gilding, and red and white. paint, and sur
rounded with strings of round pieces of tinfoil, ~hioh the Chinese 
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·burn in.,\: theirsacrifices. Chairs and tables of varnished wood 
c1umsy' ,in' form a:fld materials, completed the furniture' of the 
ap·artment. 

The 'smaller:::l'oom was a kitchen, which did not display a very 
complicated apparatus, " havingon1y a square brick fllruace sup
porting two large iron bowls, that se~·ed it»)' baking, boiling, or 
any other siniilnr purpose. 

·Xhe Chinese appeared to have confined their attempts at orna
ment to their yards, which QOntained pi ltn ts of various spedes. 
The elegant lp01n,ctt" fJlumwcld, trained- on small frames of trellis 
work, was, from its frequent culture,obviollsly a faVOl1l'ite. The Be
gonia Evansiana'~', lAlrgl.']'st".a~m.ia indica, IINttorocallif~jap()nica, Punic(t 
granatum dwarfed, Cassia sophora, l\rerAnn oh~andcr~ L,l}dmis corona/a, 
.Tradcscantia cristata, W(:'l'C ' ah.unduntly cultivated in pots, together 
with a species of .Diandla, with purple flowers, of llibisclt.v, nnd of 
Plumbago, which· I could not determine. But cultivated aud prized 

. above all others, appeared the }\ldumbium ,"PCCiOXUIIl, the Lien-wha 
of the Chinese. This spleneid flower, ee]ebra((~d lor its heuu!y by the 
Chinese poets, and ranked for its virtues anlOng the plants which, ae
according toChinese theology, enter into the hcveragej- ofimmortuJity, 
flourished in the greatest yjgour in t.he gardens of Tung-Chow. It 
was raised in capacious yases of water, containing gold and silver 
fish, Stlpported- on stands a few fe~t from t.he ground. These were 
surrounded by steps of different elevation, supporting other plo.nts 
mingled with artifieial rocks, reprt~i;enting a hilly country and 
covered with diminutive houses, pagodas, nnd gard~ns. In t.his situ
ation the Nelunibium was certainly an o~jeet of exceelling heauty. Its 
tulip-like blossoms of many petals tinted with the most delic.ote 
pink, hung over its fan-like leaves, floated on the surface of the 
water, or rising on long footstalks of unequal height, bent them 

-. __ .. ----------_. .._. __ ._--_._-_.--_._--

Plan tClllIlffS. t Memoil'cs conccrmmt leI; Chinois, tom. iii 1Jj. 
'" :-- - . "- ' 
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into elegant curves, and shaded with gracef"r festoons the ' phmts 
beneath. 

The Nelumbitml is used by the Chinese ·to decorate lakes and 
other ornamental water, and to give a charm and productiv.eness to 
m~rshes otherwjse unsightly and barren.' ·Near Yueu-l\1ing-Yucn, 
a~d under the wa]]s of' 1l.'dn, I saw it covering with ~liJ1k a~ld 
yellow blossoms large tracts of land, aut! could sympatl1l'sf:' .. With 
the enthusiasm of the Cla.incse ,pards, who havt; sung. of the '~de1ight 
of moonlight excursio'ns '~:m JIliver.j ', . .(;overed' ,'witli ... 'it the flowering 
Lien-wha. * Its s~eds, in ~ize ,and form like

l 

:,,'small aaorn without 
its Cllp, are eaten··.~reen Q1" dried. Q,fI llutS" an~· are often pr~erved 
as sweetmeats:· they hayr a. nut-~ikefiavour. Its roots, sometimes 
as thick as the arm, of, ·1.,:1ta1e greril without and. whitish within, 
in a raw state are eaten as fruit., Bei¥g jqicy an~l ofa s'Y~tis4 and 

. refrctihing flavour; and when boiled,' are served as vegetrthles/ "'Both 
seeds and roots were frequently sent with the dess~rt to the ..Ambas
sador's table: the former were relished by us, but the latter were 
too fibrous to be eaten with pleasure. The leaves are said to 
possess a strengthening quality; the se~d vessel to eure the colic, 
to facilitate parturition, and to counteruet the effects of' poison. 

The .Nelumbium is readily raised hy the Chinese in all parts of 
the cmpire through which we passed, but seemed to flourish better 
in the northern than the southern provinces; and, accordinO' to - ~ 

the Missionaries, grows most. luxuriantly beyond the great wall. 
I was unable to obtain much inf(.Irmation respecting it'seulture, 
and none that wa~ new. It. does not appear that much art is used. 
Its leaves are watered in the summer, and cut down close to 
the roots on the approach of winter. 

The inhabitants were very liberal in their gifts of cultIvated plants, 
allowing me to seled specimens for drying; and whenever I ex
pressed a wish to p""sess living ones, they readily gave them to me. 

---------,--_._----------_._----
Mcrnoires concernant les Chinois, tom. iii. 437. 
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Presentll.'in return were always a~ceptable, and sometimes expected; 
'and of 'these, black":Iead pencils, and common English writing-paper, 
lVere much valued. 

:From the g¥dens I obtained the greater numb(~r of the botanical 
specimens that I collected in the neighbourhood of Tung-Chow . 
. No cO,untry could he more barren i\t llneultivuted plants. Tht, 
speci,e~of Polllgap,wn, before-mentioned as growing on the banks of 
~. Pei-ho, were here also commou, together with the 11ibiscus Irion-um, 
Lyci'lplt Cltineftst!*, " /P,-ibulu$t' ton'clJ".is 1" ' .. . anet n species of .Al'tclIlcsia. 

,The Sopltm'a japonh:;,lt, growing to ai:'~aTge siz~ was seell in the 
gard~s, and otten by tl!~;l""ad-.side,· and' was.obV'idtlsly prized for itli 
beauty. 

·The plants ~ultivdted f()f tl~eil:' esculcrtt"er ,ther useful properties, 
wer~nupleJ:ous in proportJon;to those which were wild. As Chinese 
corn; the Holcusso'rglntlJl~ anct It species <'\f Pauicum, were the most 
ab",nd'ant. T}lf~.'J()rm~r' fi'l'(jlwntly grew to sixteen it·d in height. 
Its large Qunchy panicles wCI'e ripeJling t:tst whilst we remained at 
tung-Chow. The seed ot}his plant is sown in rows on the margin 
of rivers, in a stiffsoil ; and when it begins to rise through the :"ITQlmd, 
the more humble Panicurn, which ripens after its tall neighbour is 
cut down, is sown between them. Its seeds are fuJ] y developed 

.. I have called this l'lullt Chi[WllflC because·it appclIrR to be the same which hliS received 
that specifi<,;:1\ppcllation from botanists; uut I WtlS entirely unahJ(~ to obsene lilly difference, 
except in the occasional size of the leaves, bctW('Cll it lIud I~7Jcium barbll1l1m of Linnll'U8. 
It is a most abundant plant on the banks of the rive!"s ill the province of Pe-tdll'C-lee. 

t This plant i~ equally ulmndapt on the bunks of the Pei-ho flild Eu-ho, ill the pro
vince of Pc-tchec lee. The charnetC/·, "foliola sex-jugatll," given to tllls plaut by its 
describers, does not at nil apply to it ttS found by me in the north of Chinn. Lik,. T. 
cistoides, it has always" folio/a octo-jugatll," and only diffimi from that plaut in the smull
ness of its corolla. 

t Most of the trees which I observed in the precincts of Y uen- Ming-YU('Il, ll/Hl 
pinnated leaves, and were, I suspect, chiefly the .sophora japonica. I may here observe, 
~hat in giving some account of the plants which I found in China, .I by no meaus wish it. 
to be understood that 1 mention all that I either saw or collected. I only name tho!;c of 
which 1 have some memorandum, which 1 distinctly recollect, Of of which 1 have re
covered Ilpecimens. 
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before the taU corn. is reaped, and.only requitelJtheRolar'1i~t and 
heat, till then excluded, to ripen. The Polygonum fagop.Y1'U11Z' is also 
cultivated as grail1~ but generally occurred in patches in the neighbour
hood of cottages. These three plant:sseel1l~d to affind the principal 
farinaceous support to the people inhabiting,Ute banks of the Pei-ho. 
The Se.mmum orientale, and..,e Ricinus C01mnUn-lfl, or Castor oil plant, 
wei'(' III nch cultivated for the esculent oils extract cd 'from their seeds. 
The (:hincse use, I suspect, some means of dep.~iving the oil of this 
plant of its purgative properties; but· that they do 'llQt entirely sue .. 
ceed, Chinese habits enahled me to observe, in every field or pathway 
that I entered hetween Tien-sing and~ 'I'ung-Chow. The seedlf, 
whi(~h are also eaten, occasion, no douht, the same cffectsas the oil 
extracted from them . ., 

Of the plants cultivated" as vegetables, .the prineipttl were. the So ... 
lanmn melongt')la, two species of Capsicllm*, the Sweet l>otatoe, several 
species of Gourds and Cucumbers, one or two species of Ph.aseolus, 
or kidney-bean, of which they boil the young plants, and above aU, 
the vegetable called by the Chinese Pcl!~(ti t, a specieR of cabbage . 
. The Pef.rw.i is quite a national pJant. The quantity consumed 
of it all over tlH~ Chinese empire, but in Pekin especia1Jy, is im-· 
mense; the nine gatt's of this eity, according to some authors, 
being frequently choked by various vehicles laden with it, which 
pass through them daily ti'mn morning till night during the months 
of October and November. This vegetable may in fact be con
sidered in relation to the Chinese what the potatoe is to the Irish. It 
is prized by all dasses, and esteemed by them ns a necessary of 
life. It is cultivated all over the empire, and reeeives a greatel' share 
of horticultural labour and skill than any other plant. In rearing 
it, the Chinese consume an enormous quantity of their celehrated 

The Capsicum Siltl'llS!', and Capsicum Ammun, the latter quite as commonly as the 
former. 

t Pt~, white, t~ai, vegetahJt~; :-0 numed, probably, because the ChitWRC blanch the plant, 
naturully gl'etm. 
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manu_ called 'by'itbem' Ta Few·, composed chiefly of human _n-
This plant, lYhich I have eaten as a salad, and found equal to any 

lettuce," has 'somewhat the flavour, when boiled, of asparagus. It 
. Dften weighs' from fifteen to twenty pounds; and reaches the height 
of two or three feet. The Chinese preserve it during the winter 
by ,different methods: many pickle" it in salt and vinegar; ot.heu keep 
it :hsh, either by planting it in large quantities in wet sand, nt the 
bottom of tren(!bes ,cut for< the purpose, or after drying it in the 
SUD, by b11rying it deep in the earth. Those who wish to preserve 
it for a short time only, place it twa or three feet beneath the sur
face, covering it with a laye~ of straw a,nd earth. t 

Of the many species of fruit brought to the Alubassador's table 
at Tung-CRow, I saw very few growing. lndeed, I can only mention 
a very fine white grape, generally cultivated in the gardens, water 
and other Dlelons, the"Lien-wlw, and peach. \Ve were, however, 
amply supplied with apples and chesnuts, an esculent seed of a 
pine said to come from Tartary, and the seed of the ;:axus nuclfera. 

Among the plants raised for other purposes than those yet named, 
the Sida tilitefolia t, the Xing ma § of the Chinese, was the most con
spicuous. This plant is extensively cultivated on the banks of the 
Pei-bo, in the neighbourhood of Tung-chow, for the manufacture of 
',onlage formed of its fibre. It is .not indeed the universal cordage-

Ofthis manure and its application I shall elsewhere give some account. 
t A full account of the manner of rearing and preserving this ve,getablc iii given iu 

M~tt.loires concernant lcs Chinois, tom. iv. . 
:t Willdenow!uta described the Sidatilid!.folia unqer the division of the gen U8 f{ pedUnculi!. 

~».jjloris," a c}ml'actcr not at first sight belonging to it, since the peduncles often divide 
into several others, each bearing a ftower; but each subdivision bas a small )car~ which, 
in a more advanced age of the plant, renders the character strictly applicable. 

:§ Xing rna. The character mao signifies any plant whose seed is esculent, and whose 
fibre can be made into rope. 
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plant of the Chinese, but seems to be chiefly confined to the 'northern 
provinces. They have another plant also used for the maru~tae-

, tur~ -of rope, caned by them Gr: ma, which is, I believe, the 
Can~ sativa. The cordage made from the Cannabis is most 
prized by Europeans, but that formed from the Sida is, I suspect, 
preferred by the Chinese. I -aruled to this conclusit)1'l by having; ob
served the two plants cultivated tQgcther at Tung-Chow, the Sidain 
long ridges or in fields, like the millet, and the Cannabis in smaU 
patches. I had no opportunjty of seeing the manufacture of the Biela; 
but the rope made ii-mn it, in colour, softness, and fineness, re
se,mbles the dressed fibre of' several West Indian Sidas prepared by 
Dr. Wright, and placed, with their respective plants, ' in the herbarium 
of Sir Joseph Bank~ The root of the Sida is used according to 
the Missionaries '*~ as a powedhI sudorific; but as their infmomation 
is derived fwm the Chinese, who attribute medicinal properties to 
almost all plants, it cannot in this instance be much relied on. 

From the number of plants cultivated at Tung-Chow, my readers 
may be disposed to imagine that every foot of ground was rendered 
productiveo TMs, however, would be an erroneous conclusion. 
"Variety seemed to have taken place of quantity. It appeared as if 
ths soil was capable of bearing no extensive crop of anyone kind, 
but was of a different quality in different spots, and adapted' to 
the growth of different. kinds. TQus, on the borders of the river, I 
often found millet; and not a hundred yards beyond, the Sida ';' and, 
still farther, the Gossipium, and then a barren marsh; but this series 
had no fixed law except with respect to the millet, which always 
lined the banks of the river when not of a sandy nature. 'In t~i8 
lnode of cultiTation the Chinese had shown some ingenuity aha 
industry; hut I could never find, here or elsewhera,. that they 
throw extensivE tracts of land into general cultivation; still less, th'at 

L('ttrcs Edifinntf's ct. Cul'ieUS(,fI, tom. xxi, p. SO. 
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tbeymodify its surface hy any complicated process of a durable 
result In short, whatever observations I have been ablc t.o make on 
the state of their land,· lead me to the conclusion, that, " as hortil'ul
turists, they may perhaps be allowed a considerable share of merit; 
but, on the great scale of agriculture, they are not to be mentionl'(l 
with many European nations." 

Circumstances have deprived me of the power of giving nny de
tailed account of many insects which I had an opportunity of col
lectingat Tung-Chow. l\1y memory only permits rue to st.ate, 
generally, that the S(~at'ab(['us molos.~us, Cc't'amhyx fll'rino.-;u,s, fi'l~(l\Wnted 
the corn-fields; and that the mole cricket G1,!jlbu; g1:lJllotalplw of a 
lal:ge size, entered the windows of our boats as SOOIl aH candles 
were light.ed in the evening, and was oeeusionally tound m our 
beds. 

During our stay at. Tung-Chow, mueh sickness occurred IlJ the 
Embassy, uut its severe formH were confined to the band and 
guard. The complaints were ehiefly dysenteric and inflammatory; 
the f()rmer arising, I apprehend, in a good 1neaSllrc, ii'om the naturc 
of the waters of the Pei-ho; the latter, from the h~lhjts of the men 
a.nd the nature of their situation on board the boats. 

The water of the river had, from the time of leaving Ta-koo, given 
unequivocal proofs of its noxious effects on t.he digest.ive organs of 
everyone, but especially of those ~ho were nt all prone to t.heir dis
orders. To it.s effects in this respect I attribute, in some mcnSllrc, 
the death of one of the men of l-lis Lordship's band, whose name was 
Pybus, and who was remarkable for a mild awl grateful disposition. 
He 'had been attacked with dysentery on hoard the Alecste, had been 
in great danger, but had so far recovered as to join his companions 
with eagerness on I-lis Lordship's disembarkation. After entering the 
Pei-hoall his symptoms returned with increased severity, and ter
minated his existence on the day _prev ious to our departure for Yuen
Ming-Yuen. He was buried with military honours in a Chinese 
burial ground, which had received the remains of his c~)Untryman 
Bade, one of the followers of Lord Macartney. 
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The difference of temperature and moisture of the day and night, 
whidl was considerable whilst we remained at Tung.Chow, had. 
tlit'ect tendency us induce inflammatory disease.; and, aided byimprri
dence in hathing at mid-day under a hot sun, and too great, though 
by no means intemperate potation, of the ardent spirits of the Chinese, 
occasioned two or three severe cases of iuflammation of the bowels 
a.nd lungs in the guard and band. Should any circumstances ever 
again carry an Embassy to Tung-Chow, it would be better for all its 
members to sleep, if possible, on shore. The exhalations of the 
river, charged with all kinds of effluvia produced by the uncleanly 
habits of a large population living on the water, and the decomposing 
vegetable and animal matter t~jed,(~d from the boats, will thus be 
avoided. Those also who are too ignorant correctly to estimate the 
d:l(~ct of any particula.r habit wiJI be 11ll1s within the reach of persons 
WllO may be able to control theln. No sufficient accommodation 
huving, on our arrival at Tung-Chow, been provided for the whole 
of His Lordship's guard and band, many of them were obliged to 
live in their boats, and were in consequence enabled to indulge their 
propensities to what they ("onsidered enjoyment, without fully bene
fiting from the intelligent regulations of their commanding officer. 
lIis 1.ordship's guard deserve, however, this tribute of prajse, that 
they condu('ted themseh'('s,fi'olll the tirlle of' entering the Chinese 
empire to that of leaving it, w'itlt undeviatiug propriety in every duty 
connected with their particllJat· situation; and. were only untractable 
in what concerned their own health. 

The water of the Pei-ho, when. first taken up, is of a milky colour, 
and holds a eonsidemhle <luantity of earthy matter in suspension. The 
Chinese pret~ipitated this, in some degree, by agitating the water 
with a piece of alum enclosed in the end of a bamboo, but did not 
deprive it. entirely of its noxious properties. Drip stones, under 
these and similar circumstances, w4)uld have been invaluable to us. 
We often considered a dr'aught of pure water, in the interior of China, 
as great a • .luxury as it usually is to those who have been some weeks 
at sea. 
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Fabrenh.eit's thennometer, whilst we remained at Tung-Chow, 
fJ:Omthe2Oth of August to the 2d of September, stood frequently 
inihe shade during the day at 88°, once rose t8 93°, and never 
fell below 83°. In the night it generally sunk to 720 and 70°, giving 
rise to a sensation of cold quite inexplicable bya reference to the 
absolute temperature. 
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()N the morning of the 2d of September, the boats of the Embassy 
having quitted their anchorage before Tung-Chow, we commenced a 
f()Ul' months' journey through the l~mpjre of China to Canton. On 
retracing our way to Tjell-sing, we had few motives and little inclin
ation to keep within the houllds t>resc.rihed to our rambles by the 
Chinese, and soon f(nmd, in exceeding them, that they quietly ac
quiesced in what they could not, without some trouble, prevent. But 
we met with litt]e novelty by extending the range of our investigation. 
The same description of inhabitants, dwellings, and produce that I had 
occasion to describe 011 our route to Tung-Chow, was found equally on 
the banks of the river and beyond them, when all wa.") not marsh. 
I added but very few plants to my t()J'mer meagre collection, and of 
these I am only able to mention the Ulmus pumita, growing in dry 
barren places; a species of Orobanchc'*; and the Viola tricolm .. 

The apprehension of the junior part of the crowds, who as usual 
assembled about me from the huts or vilJages in the vicinity of my 
walks, was in a great degree worn off' j but their anxiety to assist me 
in my pursuits was undiminished. Their elders, especially when 
they were peasants, afforded a pleasing contrast in their simple man
ners and ('ivil treatment of st.rangers, to the. cunning designs of the 
sall'smen of Tung-Chow, and the brutal importunity of the courtiers 
of Yuen-Ming-Yuen. \Vhen they have accompanied me along the 
banks of the river, far in advance of my boat, and have beheld me 
overcome by fatigue alld heat, they have always appeared anxious to 
relieve my distress. One has hastened to the nearest house for a seat, 

~----~----.--------.-~ .. ,,~ .. ----~----~~--.. __ .... _-'_._-
1 had 110 douht at the tillle of gnthering this· plant that it was the 01'0OOllC", caJruIea, 

but I have since hntlllO opportunity of verifying the specific name. 
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another has brQught me water, and a third has held all umbrella over 
my head to defend me frOIn the sun, whilst their companions have at 
some distance f()rmed 2 circle around me. ,¥ e were [0 these people as 
the inhabitants of another world. Our features, dress, and hahits were 
so opposed to theirs, as to induce, them to i uier that our country, in 
all its natural characters, must equally differ frOlH their own. "Have 
you a moon, and rain, and rivers in your country?" were their occa
sional questions. Comprehending no other rational object for the 
collecting of plants than their useful qualities, and seeing me gather 
all indiscriminately, they at once supposed that I sought theln merdy 
as objects of curiosity, and laughed heartily at my eagefJU'ss to ohtain 
them. They pitied my ignorance, and elldeavoured to teach me 
their relative worth, and were anxious for me to Jearn the important 
truth, that from one seed many might be obtained. A young man 
having shaken some ripe seeds from the capsules of the Scsumum 
and the Sida, described to me, with much minuteness, that if I took 
them to my own country, and put them into the ground, they would 
produce many plants, and I might thus in time obtain the hlessing 
of good rope and oil. 

'Ve arrived nt Tien-sing on the 6th. During the delay of the 
Embassy for two days at this city, Mr. (;riflith and myself obtttined 
permission from our conductor Chang to enter a part of it, from 
which, during Ollt' former visit to tbis pla(~e, we had been excluded. 
An offieer who superintended ol1r boats was appointed to attend us, 
to guard against the imposition of trade~mell; but he gav~ us great 
reason to suspect that he either wished to partake of the profits re
sulting from our bargains, or to prevent our purchasing altogether, 
by inducing the people to put an exorbitant price on their goods. * 

1'he conduct of the Chinese soldier", in enhancing the price of' goods to a stranger, 
r~mbles that of the Jallissllries in Turkey. DI". Clur1,c tells U", thnt I;tl'lI11gCl'li visiting 
the shops of Constantinople, attended by a JanimlUry, pUY" for ('very article u pricc 
augmented in the proportion of the sum" privately exacted by the Janissary as hili "hare 
ofth.e profit.t1

- Travels in va.rious Countries of Europe, Alia, and Atrica. Part the 
Second, p. 84. -
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It appeared, indeed, as if the people of Tien.;..sing, having 'obaen:ed 
us carrying scarcely any other money about than' dollars, sup~ 
them of as" little value to us as their coppet' coin; for theyoif~red 
no article to our purchase whose price was not given in dollars, 
although its real value was only a. few Tdwn. This dr~um
stance was the more provoking, as we nwt with several specimens 
of Chinese ingenuity which we were not likely to obtain'" else
where. Those contained in the shops of the lapidaries tempted 
us the most, and raised our admiration the highest. In these we 
found a variety of the hardest stones, cut into singular and some
times rather heautiflll i()rrns. Tlw stone caBed by the Chinese Yu 
was, in their eAtimation, the most precious. It has been farru-rl in 
'China from the earliest ages, having, according to the antiquarians 
of the country, been distinctly described u thousand years before the 
Christian era. * It is of vario11s coJours, passing from white, with 
the slightest tinge of green, through green of every degree of in
tensity; and also occurs, aecording to the Chinese, of a clear blue, 
sky-blue, an indigo-blue, and of a citron-yellow and orange-yellow 
colour.·· But I suspect that they confound several species of stone 
under the name ,. lI. • Their blue stone may be lapis lazuli, and 
their yellow, varieties of chalcedony and carnelia};}, all which I 
have frequently met with in (,hilla. 

The Missionaries tell us, and I received preeisely the same account 
.of its gr~en varieties, that the Yu is found in the form of nodules in 
the bottoms of ravines, and in the beds of torrents, in mountainous 
countries, and in larger masses in the mountains themselves, espe
eially in Yu-nan.,t· The nodules are more prized by the Chinese than 
the Jarge masses, which Imye the coarsest grain. Whatever specimens 
.are ftHtud must be sul~iected to the selection of the Emperor before 
,1 Jy are carried to the market. Of the green, the Chinese prize that 

, M('ffioircs concernant lcs Chinois. vol. vi. p.258 . 
. t One of" the most northern provinces of the empire. According to Du. Halde".it is 

one of the richest find m()!'t extensive; containing twenty-one .citit'S of the first order, nnil 
fifty-five of the 8 .. ~cond and of the third. Du Halde, Fo1. tom. i. p. 243. 
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.-. whieh .is whitest: 'of this was for)J1ed tbe sceptre sent from the 
&np.eror to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 
th~ .. . Yu, althoughe of tlle hardness of l'otk t,'ryslal, is worked 

intoitn endl~s variety of forms; into beautifully carved rings, 
worn on the thumbs of archers to defenu them from the fril·tioll 
of the bow-string; into fine chuins, cups, and vuses. Yet so rc
fract~Ty is this substance to the tools used in its manufa.d :ure by the 
.Yu-tsiang, or workers in Yu, who slicceed . each other in their 
laho'drs night and day in the imperial palace, t.hat many of the for~s 
into which it is wrought require, according to the l\lissionaries, ten 
years for their completion. That much time, infillite patience, anti 
great ingenuity are s.ometimcs expcllded ill working it, I could not 
doubt, when I held in my hand a small vase which I found in a shop 
at Tien-sing. It was f()rmed fi'om one entire Ulass of greenish white 
Yu. * The handle represented u, Jizard, with a.11 its charactersmi
nutely displayed. Fjgur~s of the same animal were sculptun~d in 
high relief on its sides, some crawling up, and others overlooking 
the rim of the vessel. \Vhatever part of the exterior sllrfilce thcy left 
unoccupied, W,.as fined with ancient Chinese characters d{~eply engraved. 
Its price was one hundred and twent.y Spanish dollars; Of, according 
to the value of silver in China, upwards of thirty guineas. The 
partialit.y of the Chinese tt)f this stone seemed to me fIuit.e unac
count.able, from allY quality that i.t exhibit.ed to my observation. It 
is generally of' a dull, sometimes of a muddy eo]our, and uoes not. 
admit so high a polish as agate. 

The greenish white variety of the Yu has lOllg been known in this 
country under the name of Chinese Jade or Nephrite, but has lately 
been classed with Prehnite. t I am disposed, however, to be1~cve that 
it will be f'<:>uud an undescribed speeies, but closely allied to axestonc. 
Its analysis, which can alone determine its nature, I have had 110 

• Of tlleir manner of working this stone I couM obtu.in no information in Chill"; but 
ithere canl;>e little doubt that they use largely the powder of the .Corundum, or Adamantine 
. Spar,. ~ieh tIlCY employ in Canton in cutting lenses fOI" spectacles from rock cryetal. 

t Jamesorr'!l Mineralogy, :old edition, vol. i. p. 5{)5~ note. 
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opportunity of making; but such of its characters' as 1 have been 
able to mark, are given in a note at the foot of this page. 

The other ~tonl!s which I observed in Tien-sing were chiefly agate 
and pudding-stone, worked info large rings for the wrists, orna,
ments for the women's hair in shape like a skewer, and sn ufl:'bottles. 
These last, funned also of amber, porcelain, and imitations of ston~, 
resemble in shape the smelling-bottles of the ladi~ of England; but 
have a small spoon, like that of a Cayenne pepper-:bottle, f8.stenf:~ to 
the stopples, for the purpose of taking out the snuff: 

The curiosity of the people of Tien-sing seemed to have been in 
no degree diminished by their first opportunity of seeing the English · 
tribute-bearers, and was nianifested, much to our annoyance, in our 
visit to the city. The crowds who had been so orderly and silent 
during our procession to part.ake of the imperial banquet, being now 
unrestrained by authority, flocked about us, and were not more 
f~rbearing than others of their countrymen. 

No circumstance arrests the eye of a stranger in the cities of 
China more than the great number of barbers, who are met with in 
its streets and· form a considerable proportion of every crowd. Why 
they are so numerous, is readily explained by a reference to the uni
versal custom amongst the Chinese, of shaving all hut the crown 

--_._-- -_ .. __ ... . _ .... - ... - . __ .. _ .. __ . 

.. Its colour is greelli~h wllite passing illt.~ greyish gr('cn, and dlll'k grass-green. In- , 
tt!maJly, it is scnrcely glimmering. Its fracture is splintery: splinters white. It is semi
transparent and cloudy. It scratches glass stl'ougly; and is not scrntched by, 01' scratches, 
rock-crystal. Before the blow-pipe, it is infusible without nddition. 

Specific: GraTri~'J. 

1. 'Yhitish green, mll1'bk'ti with dark-green variety, 
2. Dark-gl'('ocll variety, 
3. Whitish green vnriety, off the tllllllC specimen as No.1. 
4. Light-w1oured greenish-white variety, 

3·33 
8·19 
;i·;j 

2·858 

The specimens of which tht. specific gravities are as nbovt', were all, except thelnst, fur-:
nished to me by the kindness :)f Sir GL'OI'ge Stuunton. The Jlj.st is precisely of the same 
nature as the sceptre sent to His Royal Highness the Prince RegeJlt, and WUlput into 
my possession, for the purpose of examination, by the Honourable Mr. Amherst, to whom 
it·,was presented by one of OU~ attendant Mandarin5. 
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of the head, and of eradicating -every straggling hair ·from the 
face, especially from the ears, eyes, and nostrils; and to their prac
tice of shampooing: d single operation, consequenily, occupying so 
much time; that one man cannot serve many employers in n dav. 
The barhers carry about with theni all the necessary implements of 
their avoc..ation; a stool, a small furnace, water, razors, and brushes, 
comprised in two sma}) stands, suspended from the two ends of a 
bamboo, supported across the shoulders. Resides t.hese, they have 
a vartety of small instruments made of white copper, the fbrms of 
which tell little of their appropriate llses. l\fy readers ma.y amuse 
themselves in conjecturing them, from their file-simile repre
sentation in the annexed engraving. I could only observe that 
they were flourished with great rapidity about the f~tce of the 
patient. Thcy were probably used in the process of shampooing, 
of whieh the following curiolls aeeount is given by one who under
went it: "Shampooing is an operation not knowll in Enrope, and is 
peculiar to the Chinese, which .1 had once the curiosity to go throllgh, 
and for which I paid but a trifle. However, had I not seen severa] 
China merehants shampooed before me, I should have heen very 
apprehensive of danger, even at the sight of all the diffbrent instru
ments that were arranged in proper order on the table before the 
operator hegan. lIe first placed me in a large chair; then began to 
beat, with buth his hands, very fast upon all parts of my body. He 
lext stretched 04t my arms and Jegs, and gave them several sudden 

pulls that racked my joints; then got my arm upon his shoulder, and 
hauled me sideways a good way over the chair, and as suddenly gave 
my head a twitch or jerk round, that I thought he should have put 
my neck out of joint. N ext, he heat, with the ends of his fingers, 
very softly, but very quickly, all over my head, body, and legs, every 
now and then cracking his fingers with an air; then he stroaked up 
my ears, temples, and eye-lashes; and again racked my joints. After 
he had gone through this process, he proceeded with his instruments 
to serape" pick, and syrfnge my cars, every now and then tinkling 
with an iustrument.dose to my ·ea.rs. The ne~t thing was my eyes, 


