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There w~ Il.othing very remarkable in the village of ' Choong; 
chun. ItC()DSis\ed of a long narrow street of sheds, for the accom ... 
m~tiori. of the coolies e~ployed in trar:8portin~ goods a,cr08~ 
the mountain, and of the usual proportion of public houses()f . . 

retirement. 
Leaving this place, we entered an extensiye undulated plain, 

dreary and barren, and in about foiJr hours ' reached the suburbs of 
Na~l-hiung-foo. Within a short distance of the city we fell in with a 
large body of military, who exhibited a solitary instance of so~~ 
thing martial in China, even to the eyes of Europeans.' 

I have not given any account of the different military posts w~ich 
we passed in onf progress through China, because details of this kind 
may be found in various authors, and because they afforded ' me no 
opportunity of estimating the probable amount of the military force 
of the empire. I may, however, hazard the general observation, 
that in discipline and costume the Chinese soldiers seemed better 
adapted to grace the representations of a theatre, and in many in
stances a mountebank stage, than fi)r the deft:"nee of the empire. 
This observation, indeed, applied less to the body of men who waited 
the arrival of the British Ambassador, at the suburbs of Nan-hiung:" 
roo, than to an J other that we had s('~ell in China. They were gene
rally fine athletic men, and had a soldier's port. Their arms and 
uniform were simple, clean, and effeetive. The cavalry, whom I 
saw dismounted, were armed with bows and arrows, and wore' 
white linen jackets faced with red. The infantry, armed with 
mat.ch-locks supported on eross sticks, wore red, faced with white. 
But however complete the appointment of Chinese soldiers, they lose 
aU their imposing character in the eyes of a European during their 
degrading salute to an officer of rank. Let my reader imagine a 
whole regiment in line, at the word of command, clapping their hands 
to their sides, falling upon their knees, and uttering a dismal howl, 
and he will have some idea of this august cere,moDY_ 

Onapptoaching the city we passed through 8succes'Sion .of tri-
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umphalarches ornamented in the Chinese taste, with variou~ colours. 
'~e.City proved of great extent, and as far as a passing observl\-
tioneould. enable me to form an opinion, was IUOl'C populous and 
better built than any that I had seen on the northern side of ~lei
ling. Our Chinese conductors, to impress us with its l~xtent, led 
us through every street, that could be traversed in OUl' way to the 
building prepared f()r our reception. I saw nothing, however, to 
change the opinion that all Chinese cities are built on the same plan, 
and that having s~en one, a tolerably accurate notion may be fonned 
of all the others. Du IIaJde has made t.he same observation, and 
was so convinced of its currectness' as to give, in his llistory of' 
China, only one general description of a. Chinese city. Th,e picture 
that he has drawn, although highly coloured with regard to beautiful 
temples and monuments dedicated to the brave and good, is in all 
other respects so a.ccordant with our experjeuct', that I give it to the 
reader as a. very accurate painting. 

" t The cities of Chinn a.re generally of a square fbrm, surrounded 
with lofly walls having projecting towers at regular intervals, and 

The Inost common of these more re~cmble u gallows, than allY other fi\hric to which 
I CRn compltrC th em. 

t Elll>fil sont Ia pHipul'tde figure (]Ulll'reC, lorsquc Ie terrain Ie eompol'fc, et ellvironnecii 
dehautcs Jnuraill(~, avec des tours d'CSpRCC. en espnce qui y sont nd()s~e(> ... : dle,'I Ollt 
qucl<luefois des fossez, ou sees ou plein!> d'e!HI. On y voit d'uutres tours ou rondes, ou 
bexagOlll,>S, ou octogones, qui ont jUSqU'l\ huit ou nc:uf ctugcll, des nt'('S de tl'iorlll'iJ(·<.IiUls lcs 
rues, d'08&l'Z bcuux temples consacl'cz IlUX idolcl'l, ou llt~S UHlIlU1IICIlS erigez en l'h()ll\wur des 
heros de In nntion, et de ceux qui onl rt'JI(lu quelqlle :,;t'f\'ice illlpol't!lJlt Il "ctal ct IIU bien 
despeuples; enfill quelques edifices publics plus remaHJuoblcs pltr leur vu:o;te ctcnduc, que 
par leur magnificence. Ajoutcz a cola quelques places asscz grnudcs, de longu('1\ fU;~, lei; 
Ulles fort Jarges, ct les autreSGSSCZ etro.itOll, bordees de maisol1s 8 ft'l> de chaushl:c ou d'un £'Cut 
etnge. On Y voit des boutiques ornt~es des pOfcelaines, de SOyl~ ct de vernis: dC\'lIl1t In porte 
de chaquc h~ique (.'St un piedestal sur lequel ellt POSl!C une planche hallh: de !icpt Ii. huh 
pieds, peint~o\ldoree ; l'on yvoit. ecrit trois groB caracleres, que Ie ffinrchlU1(1 a ch()i~i pour 
r"Hig,. d~.,-e.a lloutiqueet qui 18 diloltinguent de toutes les !tulres: on y lit qIlP/'lucfois 
deux ,00 1Tc,iasol'te; de inarchandise qui Il'y trouvent, at entin au bas on voit !;Ou nom Ilvec 
"1;D~tsPQUoohou, c't.'Irt a dire, it 1'levotts tl'ompcra point. Ce double rang d'cllpa~8 de 
pn8llttt1f:p'~ .• egtLle dist&'Dce, forme un, 'colonnade, dont la perspective eit aHlWL agreablc. 
Du H~lle, "tome i. p. 107. 
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are u8uallye~ ·bya ditch eitberdry .,,()l' full of, ~' ~Ajer. 
Distributed throUgh the streets and squares, or lit\ltltedin .. ~~ 
vicinity of the principal gates, are round, hexagonal, or .:'Qctag.al 
towers 'of unequal height, triumphal arches, beautiful temples ; d~, 
diAt~to idols, and monume~ts erected in honour of theher991 
dr, the nation, or of those who have rendered important benefits 
to the state or to the people ; and lastly, so roe public bUijdil.lg8 
more remarkable for extent than magnificence. The squares \aue 
large, the streets long and of variable breadth, some wide, others 
narrow; the houses have for the most part hut a ground fioor, .and 
rarely exceed one storf. The shops 'are varnished, and ornamented 
with silk and porcelain. Before each door is fixed a pai'nted. and 
gilded board seven or eight feet high, supported on a pedestal, and 
having inscribed ,on it three large characters chosen by the merchant 
for the sign of his shop, and distinguishing it from all others. To 
these are often added a list of the articles to be disposed of, and ,the 
name of the seller: Under all, and conspicuous by their size, are 
the characters Pou-hou, ' No cheating here."'· 

Such is Du Halde's description of a Chinese city, and the notion 
it conveys of the distribution of the temples, streets, and shops, will 
answer for the greater number of cities in the empire~ The modifi
cations are not many, and depend on mere localities. Thus, whert! 
stone is "readily had, the street~ are paved much in the manne:.: of 
European cities; but in Tong-Chow, built on an alluvial 8611 .re- , 
markably free from all stones, the streets are without pavement, 
and cut into deep ruts. Another peculiarity of certain Cliinese 
cities, is the quantity of land included and cultivated within the walls. 

-A writer not very favourable to the Chinese haa observed, that unleu;.o.y "'~~, Pre- . 
determined to "hp.llttbey would not place these character, befQre their thops. "Jtlle 
reate 'doncapres tout ced que l'extreme bonne-roj des marchanda Chinoi~ qui &ORt Mfuri. 
mftlt'de grands morali"tee; puisqu'ilsecrivent Ii l'entree de !Oates 1eursboutiqu .. ~ 
Aou, c'_~re, 'ici on ue trompe penonne: Ce qu'ils n'auroieut point~, ~~J:.re, , 
.'ila n'.yoieJJ:~~te tie. re.olU5 d'.vance detromper tout le~e." ;oe"Pauwluite. 
Chinoi.,tom. i. p.9 et 10 • . ' . . • ' , 
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.CoIntnon to many, not· rmmtiooed in Du .·Halde, but described by 
Mr •.. ,Batow;: . are the screensthtown acr08S the streets from house t~ 
hou.e~ 'ailOrding to the • passengers shelter from the tiun and rain. 
, ,·In 'passing through Nan-hiung-foo, we met with many indicutions 
of ' our arrival in a. province where we were known as Hung-mous, 
OJ' Englishmen, a people looked upon as very litt.leremoved from 
barbarism by the Chinese of Canton. Some of the gentlem~n, in 
riding tb~ugh the city, were saluted by the mob with the appel
lation~fFan .. qui" or f()reign devils, and were 'much pressed by the 
crowd. It was in vain to attempt to escape them by hard riding, as 
every part of the street waH filled with people, and those who ran 
behind cheel'ed and kept up with their game. One or tW() gen
tlemen could not quietly endure their insults, but turning their 
horses, charged into the. mob. They at once fled in all directions, 
and although they did not cease their abuse, kept at a more tolerable 
distance. . , 

T-he boats in readineMs to receive us at this' pla(~e, with the ex
ception of those for the commissioners, were, in the state i11 which 
we found them, too comfortless to be taken possession of: They had 
no covering but mats, were open from stem to stern, and were so 
low that it was impossible to move in them but with the b04y bent 
at right angles. Their holds, full of water, were only separated from 
ttle~:~~biu by an open bamboo railing. I must confess, that being 
thr~itened with a return of my illness in consequence of the fatigue of 
thejQurney a<.~ross the,mountain, I shuddered at such accommodation, 
but was sayed-from its probable consequences by the kindness of Mr. 
EHis,who'gave me a share of his boat. The other gentlemen with 
gr.qplicq~ty, and reiterated representations to the local authorities, 
o~illecI . partitions to separate them from the boatmen. These 
trifitl, ~88mentsencountered by ' travellers as . a necessary 
~~~eqlle~peofth~ ha.,h1is of the country, would 'have been quietly 

.~~di; ;\ibllt in 'China, where we saw the Dleans of better accom-
'~. ; .. ' ~ 

'.~on.thand, . wheren was withheld from us by the local authori-
t~!; fi.om ~,their ·oontemp1rof 'Our national character, such barefaced 
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negloc1; of the. l«lmmon offices of hospitality was in the highest, d~e 
irritating. 

, We we:nt on board on the evening of the. 21 8t, intenrungto s&il 
at ,an early hour the next morning. 

On the morning of the 22d, some time after the Legate had got 
under· weigh, and when the boats of the Embassy were preparing 
to follow him, it was ascertained that many of them, especially those 
of the guard and band, had received no provisions. Th(~ commissioners 
becoming acquainted with this circumstance, peremptorily ordered 
their boatmen to anchor. His Excellency sent word to the neeessary 
authorities that he would not again move till he received information 
from each boat that it was properly supplied, but would then give the 
signal for departure. This decision brought the Chinese to a due 
sense of propriety. They rapidly sent down every thing that was 
required, but it was two in the afternoon hefore they had provisioued 
all the boats. The' Ambassador then ordered his boatmen to weigh, 
and was followed by the whole fleet. 

Many of the boatmen on this occasion, opposed in a determined 
manner the order for halting, by persisting to pole along their 
boats, but were brought to obedience by a demonstration of personal 
opposition. 

The extreme shallowness of the river prevented our making much 
progress during the first two day~ after leaving Nang-hiung-fOo.j;~~t 
the fi)rllls and structure of the mountains between which we were 
pa.'ising, rendered the voyage very interesting .. During the 22d, they 
were at too great a distance to admit any conjecture resp~cting their 
composition during our passage, or of a visit to them 'during the 
short continuance of day. light after the anchoring of the boa~ ill the 
evening. ' .' During our second day's progress, the hills which form.,theb&l!ks 
of the rive., exhibited a breccial formation at tl.L~ir baSe, cover~ 
with beds of' ferrug~nous clay, giving to the~oil, througl,l a~e~ 
extent of COUll try, a remarkable redness. Bricks were ma.king~ftlii$, 
in kilns spread over its surface, which cam~ from the furnace ()(_ 
bluish co}w. 1 have found the same effect to, be produced on small' 
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quab#tlesofit;"~:iibjected' to'tbe heat of' a common stove. To'Wards 
~Xe.riin,g,",we occasionally passed rocks in an undecomposed state, 
that '~xhibited the sarrie colour as the beds of c1a:y. Thdr "trata 
were sometimes inclined, and had beds of fine gravel interposed 

between them. 

On anchoring in th~ evening, I examined some rocks similar to 
those by which we had passed, and found that they changed their 
red colour beneath the surHI,ce, and became of it bluish gray. When 
disintegrated, they formed the day soil befi)rc mentioned. 

These rocks, which near the surface nlight be said to be com
posed of argillaceous sand-stone of a coarse grain, passed lower down 
into pudding stone, containing rounded fi'agments of quartz and de
composed crystals of fclspar. 

On the 24th the country improved in appearance; the rocks 
which, had the day before been uniformly bare, were now clothed 
WiUl:gl'oves of pine. Large rafts .of its timber were floating down 
the stream. In a memorandum attached to a drawing of the 
Pinus lanceulata at the India House, it is stated that the rafts of 
timber floated down to Canton are f()rmed of thiH tree. '1'his, "1 
apprehend, is aU error. We never found. the Pinus lanceolata in 
grove8~ but scattered amongst the Pinus Mas80nianaj and, as I have 

,heft., a""" m. • ...... ' .......... ' .tf.' .•. ".': ....... o .. · .n .. e .. d. ' .. ge.neraJ. Iy of a small.Oi. z.,e. .... T.h. ~ ~a/l;s. Who ich we :saw ooth on,.~. northern and southern SIde of. Met-hng were certa1nly 
'formedctlieHy~rtheformer plant. I usc the qualification chiefly, 
b,epause lim t\bt' quite certain that another pine, allied to the Pinus 
pbliutDsus,,'ddE!i::nOt',80ltletimes occur in the groves. The botanic 
garaener thoUghfso;' bdt'(\id' not satisfy me of the fad by. any speci-
'mens. All tha groves it saw in China were of the .U8 MOMO-
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plate of thegec-logical views in China. 'l'he surfaces of m.lly .. ~f 
these rocks 'could not have appeared more bare, even, and. ~ 
dicular, had they been formed by the hand o~ art. 

'llle vegetation on the surface of the hills least 'decomposed some
times consisted of a species of Lycopodium resembling a treejn 
miniature. An exaggerated figure is given of this plant in number 
two hundred and thirty .. eight of the botanical drawings in the wdia 
House. The head is not so thick as is there represented, but is more 
umbrella-shaped, and spreading. 

A few miles before we reached Chaou-chou-foo the banks of . the 
river became lower, and resum{,,~ the red colour arising from disinte
grated red sandstone, and were in some places of a blackish hue. This 
last circumstance arose from a quantity of coal which we here found 
rising· through the surface. Some pits * of coal had been met with by 
some of the Embassy soon after leaving the Po-yang lake, but,J 
had not been well enough to examine them. However, I rec~j:y:ed 

sufficient evidences of coal being abundant in the empire, and of 
various qualities, in the large supplies of it furnished to our boatR, 
and exposed, for sale in different cities that we visited"'I~ The ooal 
which I saw in the province of Pe-tche-Iee was a species ofpphite ; 
that brought to me from the towns on the Y ang-tse-kiang~l,resembled 
cannel coal; that observed after passing the Po-yang ll\ke had the 
characters of kovey coal; that now met with, contained much 
sulphur.' 

The last-mentioned coal was used in the manufacture of sulphate of 
iron, in the neighbourhood of Chaou .. chou-foo. The following pro-

.. " Foo-hoo-tang appearing an insignificant village, we took a short walk into the 
country, where we met with some pits of coal that had been sunk like wells; the fragments 
at the hottom of the hill where they were situated appeared pure slate." -Ellis's Embauy, 
vol. ii. p. 107. 

t "The Missionaries inform us that coal mines are so abundant in every pl'ovince of 
China, that there is, perhap~. no country of the world in which they are 10 common." 
See Oroeier'. A<X:oUllt of China, vol. i. p. 4()lZ. 
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CeS8f\" initsdiiferent stages, was witnessed. by se,-eral gentlemen of the 
Etttbassy. A . quantity of hepatic iron pyrites, in very small pieces, 
mixed with about an equal ,quantity of the coal in th~ same state, being 
Mrmed into 8. heap, was covered with 8 coating of lime-plaster. . In a. 
t'hort time great action took place in the mass, accompanied by the 
'extrication of· much heat and smoke, and· was allowed' to go on till it 
8p<>ntaneousl~ ceased. The heap· was then broken up and put into 
water, which was afterwards boiled till considerably reduced in quan
tity, and was then evaporated in shallow vessels. Very pure crystals 
of sulphate of iron were obtained at the dose of the process. 

We reached Chaou-chon-foo at four o'clock in the afternoon of 
tl,:te 25th, and anchored on the left of the river: the city is· on the 
right bank, and communicates with the left by a. bridge of boats. 
Here again '''te were made sensible of our approach to Canton by 
being prohibited from entering the city. Two or three gentlemen, 
however, succeeded in reaching it, but fonnd nothing peculiar in the 
style of its buildings. I also made an attempt, but was less fortunate 
than my companions. The morning aiter our arrival, seeing a num
ber of people passing over the bridge, I hoped, by mingling with 
them, to su('ceed in cros~ing the river, but found, on approaching 
the middle of the bridge, thflt the central boat had been with
drawn. In the hope that it would be replaced, I sat down on the 
side of the next, and was soon .surrounded by a crowd deJayed 
by the samd circumstance, but who were not permitted to pass 
till they had driven me away by their usual importunate curi
osity. I now went to a Canton linguist who attended the Embassy, 
and requested him to procure me a boat, promising not to enter 
the city, but to confine my visit to a singularly shaped black rock 
in its vicinity. After a little hesitation he seemingly assented, and 
ordered a boat to receiv~ me, bu.tgave the boatmen some direc
tions in Chinese which I did not understand. I soon, however, 
discovered' ,the~ import, for when the bo~tmen had taken me two 
or thteehundred yards up the river, they endeavoured to land 
me oR",the ~8ame side that I had left. It being in vain to expos-

". 



196 CHAOU.CHO{T·POO. 

tulate, I returned to the linguist, not a little incensed at. the, .:trick 
he had played me. He received my complamtvery coolly,.,ttd. 
frankly replied that it had been necessary 110 get rid-of me, .. 8B ,. 

gave. him "too much a trump," the Canton-English for too much 
trouble. 

At Chaou-chou-foo the uncomfortable matted boats .were changed 
for others which were large, commodious, and handsome. We en ... 
tered them in high spirits on the morning of the ~7t.h, hoping in • 
few days to be clear of a people whose character rarely presented 
itself in any amiable light. 

Having passed, during the first day, through a country exhibitihg 
no characters worth noting, the Embassy halted on the morning of the 
28th before a temple built in the fissure of a rock, and which is repre
sented, as it appeared when close to us, in the annexed. engraving. 

Wid1 our imaginations warmed by its beautiful and romantic de~ 
scription" by an elegant writer, we were surprised at landing on a 

• Thoee of my readers who have not hcfore read the followi~g description, will thank 
me for its insertion, although it occupies a long note. 

" Before we had proceeded mnny hundred yards we were attracted to the left by an 
arm of the river, which, after stretching considerably from the main stream, had bent and 
elbowed itself into a deep cove or basin, above which enormous masses Qf rock rose 
abruptly on every side, agglomerating to a stupendous height, and menacing collision. 

.. " 
The included flood was motionless, silent, sullen, black. The ledge where we landed WIS 

10 narrow, that we could not stand upon it' without difficulty; we wete hemmed l'OUt¥i 

with danger. The- mountains frowned on UI from on high; the precipices startled us 
from beneath. Our own safety seemed even in the jaws of a cavern that yawned in our 
front. We plunged into it without hesitating, and, for a moment, felt the joys of a sudden 
escape: but our terrors returned when we surveyed our asylum. We found ourselves at 
the bottom of a staircase hewn in the rock, long, narrow, steep, and rugged. At a dis
tance a feeble taper glimmert!d from above, and faintly~liscovered to us the secl'ets of the 
vault, We, however, looked forward to it as our pole star; we scrambled up the step., 
and with much trouble and fatigue arrived at the landing-place. Here an ancient bald
headed Bonze issuetl from' his den, and offered himself as our conductor through this sub
terranean labyrinth. The first place he led us to was the grand hall or refectory of tile 
convent. It is an excavation ftlrming nearly a cube of twenty-five feet, throllghone raCe 
of.hich is acon8iderable opening that looks over the water, and is bBrricadoed with :arail. 
Thi. apartment is well furnished in the taste of the country with tables and chain highly 
varnished, and with· DWly gauze and paper lantborns of variOUI colour., in .the pliddle of 
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br4adpJatform, a few feet above the water, and at ascending by an 
eas" _1~ight of steps to the first division of the temple; an ample 
cMrem.·cold, dark, · and tlismal. A few grinning bonzes, with hare 
heads an.d long cloaks, received us at the entrance, and conducted us 
through the vault up another flight of steps to the second story. 
Here we again looked round on the bare rock projecting abruptly 
into a capacious but gloomy apartment. At an opening in its front 

----_ .. _ .... _ ...... _---_ .. _. 

which was sUlpended a glass Ian thorn of prodigious size made in London, the offering of 
an . opulent Chinese bigot at Canton. From hence we mounted by an a&cellt of many 
difficult steps to the temple itself, which is directly over the hall, but of much greater 
extent. Hel'e the god Puss is displayed iu all his glory, a gigantic image with a Saracen 
face, grinning horribly from a double row of gilded fangs, a crown UPOJl his head, a naked 
cimetar jll one hanel, and a firebrand in the other. But how little, alas I ill celestial or 
sublu~ry fame; I could learn l'ery few particulars of this colossal divinity: even the 
Bonzes, who live by his worship, scarcely knew any thing of his history. From t.he aud
butes he is armed with, I suppose he was some great Tartar prince or commander of anti
quity; but if he bore any resemblance to his representative, he must have been a moet 
formidable warrior, and probllbly not inferior in his day to the king of Prussia or prince 
Ferdinand in our own. A magnificent altar wal:l drt~sRed out at his feet, with lamps, lan
thoms, candles and candlesticks, censers and perfumes, strollgly resembling the decorations 
of a Romish chapel, and on the walls were hung numerous tablets inscribed ill large cha
racters, with moral sentences and exhortations to pious alms and religion. 

" Opposite to the image is a wide breach in the wall, down from which the perpendicular 
view requires the flrmt.'fit nerves and the steadiest head to resist its impression. The con
vuRed rocks abQve shooting their tottering shadows into the distant light, the slumbering 
abyss below, the superstitious gloom brooding-tlpon the whole, all conspired to strike the 
mind with accumulated horror and the most t.eJ'fifying images. From the cbapel we were 
led through several long and nurrow galleries to the reit of the apartments, which had 
been all wrought in the rock, by invincible labor and perseverance, into kitchenli, cells, cel
lan, and other recesses of various kinds. The Bonzes having now heard the quality of 
their visitors, had lighted an ailditional number of torches and flambeaux, by which we 
were enabled to see all the interior of the sauterrain, and to examine into the nature of 
its inhabitantS, anBtheir manner of livi~g in it. Here we beheld a number of our fellow 
creatures endowed with faculties like our own, (n some breasts once pregnant with celes&jlll 
fire") burled under B mountain, and chained to a rock to be incessantly gnawed by the 
vulturea of superstition and fanati&em. Their condition appeared to UI to be the last 
etageof mona~ic misery, tlwo lowest degradation of humanity. The a"piring thoughts 
and elegant deSires, the Promethean heat, the nobler energies of the soul, the native dignity 
olm,n, all sunk, ro.~gt or extinguished in a hopelen dungeon of religioul> i~san~~. 
F..omlu~bscepe,ethe ,otended ~e tgrnaaway with pity,and disdain, and looks wlth un
pa~eaee for .'hy of 'relief from · the light of reason and philosophy." Journal of an 
Emb.-y to China ~1 Lord Macartney, p.S7 •. 
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\Ve looked.downwards upon the river from the probable height of one 
hundred' feet. Upwards the view was interrupted 'by overhal.1gmg 
rocksofa stalactical appea~ance. 

This temple, dedicated to Quong-ying, had evidently undergOne 
m.u.ch alteration since it was visited by Lord Macartney's mission. 
In vain did we seek for those circumstances of terror and danger so 
impressively pourtrayed by his Lordship. The" gigantic image with 
a Saracen face, grinning horribly from a double row of gilded fangs," 
had disappeared, and had not been succeeded by any other that struck 
us either with awe or wonder. We descended, indeed, with those 
feelings of disappointment which are the general consequence of 
highly raised expectation. Had we come upon this really interesting 
temple without warning, had we never read the pages of Lord 
Macartney, our astonishment and admiration might have equalled 
his own; but prepared for wonders, painted perhaps, rather in our 
imagination than in his description, we turned away dissatisfied from 
a gloomy cave the befitting residence of ignorance and superstition. 
The vacant countenances of the few monks who inhabited the rock, 
bespoke no sympathy or participation in the ordinary sufferings 
or enjoyments of human nature. Arrived at the bottom, I entered 
with Mr. Hayne, to the left of the temple, a sman opening in the 
rock, apparently leading to its inmost recesses. I-Iaving obtained 
lights we prepared to explore theJI1, but had not pro(~eeded' many steps, 
when certain odours unequivocally revealed their" hidden secrets," 
and warned us to retreat. A stranger in China rarely experiences a 
pleasing emotion without its being destroyed by some circumstance 
offensive to the senses. 

The Quong-ying rock is composed of the grayish black transition 
limestone of Werner, and is remarkable in some parts for its irregu
gular vesicular surface. Some of the hollows were so large that they 
seemed to have been formed by the falling out of organic remains, 
but afforded no sufficient evidence of the fact. From the bonzes I 

I . ." 

procured some specimens of the overhanging rocks resembling sta
lactites, and found them of the same composition as the rock itsel£ 

It might have been imagined that monks shut out frofn; the 
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world- w,o~d be little sensible of the value of money, and still 
les~ . ~able of unfair means ' of obtaining it. They showed them;. 
8el~e8~ however, equallx prone to impose with any ~f their courttry~ 
~nJ when they found us inclined to purchase some fragments of 
rock 'which decorated a small ~able or altar placed beneath one of 
their idols. At first they freely'gave us any specimen that we wished 
to possess, but having received a three shilling piece in return from 
one, of the gentlemen, they no longer made gratuitous offerings, 
but enhanced the price to each Bu~ceeding person that visited the 
,temple. ' 

Having satisfied ourselves with its examination, we again cOn
tinued on our route through a mountainous country, and halted the 
next day near a narrow pass formed by rugged rocks projecting 'from 
both banks of the river. 

The hiU~ in the neighbourhood of our anchorage were composed of 
grayish yellow argillaceous sandstone of a fine grain, intersected in 
every direction by veins of quartz. They were more productive in 
native plants than most that I had before visited, but were entirely 
uncultivated. The Myrtus tomentosus grew to a greater size and in 
higher beauty than I had elsewhere seen it, and was in great abun
dance. In s~~cely less quantity was the Smila.v China, famed for its 
sudorific properties, and a species which I could not distinguish from 
Smilax lanceolata. The g~ener brought me a specimen of a Begonia 
resembling Begonia grandil, which he had found growing against 
th~ exposed surface of a rock to the height of twenty feet. Here 
also we collected specimens of a Camellia growing wild that we had 
not before met with, but which was probably a. variety of the Camellia 
oleifera, yet differed from it in the. narrowness 'of its leaves . and 
~mallness of its blossoms. The rocky banks of some small streams 
were covered with a species of Marchantia in full fruit, and one or 
two species of Jungermania. Two Rlzexias of doubtful species grew 
in .the rooks, and several plants of questionable genera. 
. ~1~ntati~n8 .of sugar-cane had been frequent in this part of our 
route:, as well as in the southern part of the province of Kiang-si. 
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1}~, plants wer't grQ~~~ ~o the ~bt .of~~!r e~t~,~ 
t1ireeor: four &hes 1D dlameter., Th~ mn. ,Kl whicl:l ~: ,.qpr 
was:;,~p~sed'.pearedto be of a similarco~~t.oonefiM 
bY ,fir. 'BtJ:chanan in his worlf on India.· _ I,~ , ~.~.of tw~ ,up
~~~,< cylind~rs .of wood or atone, w'orked by :~~~, yo"ed , toa 

",.J.t>!i ,'beam pasSIng from the top of one of th~ 'cyl:in~!..: It was fed 
''by' :introducing the canebetweeu' the, cylinder8w~,;in ~on. 
The juice thus expresse? was conducted by a ChaQllelWtba, larp,:re.
servoir, and was thence transferred into boilers,wheriee having been 
sufl\ci~ntly inspissated, it was conveyed. into pail-shaped vessels about 
three:feet'; deep and two wide, for thepu~pose of being ,~ran8ported 
to tJi~ refiners or to the market. The SU~T thus obtai~~;, t~ very 
dOarse, but undergoes some subsequent pr~ss of.l'efinetnent that 
we had no opportunity of witnessing. It was scnt toopr" .~ts. of 
various degrees of purity and colour, but seldom of a veryfiDequ-.li~y. 
A very white powder sugar, much used by Europeans at~t()~ .. i8 
P'\llverised sugar candy. The manufactur~, of the list articlei~s~ 

,~'~.'?uignes ,t ~o be confined . i~ a good m~asure t~, C, hin., -tcheo", 
~~' capltal of Foklen.A ,betterkmd than any m~e In the country 
18 imported from COchin-ch,~Ila. 

The buffaloes that work the mills live upon the refq$eof the sugar 
cane, ' and thrive upon it in the same 1ll,,~nner as our English dray
horses fattenoD the grain. of the brew~9.ti8e~ These animals, .like 
those of Java, betra yedtbe gr~a~t alann .,8t our approa.ch. , .' ; 

The sugar cane plantatIbns ~e irrigl.\tOO. by the mil\$ so well described. 
and accurat~y ,figured by th~" ~:'~~r ,George 'Staunton; and are 
equally remarkable f~'i1tnp1icitYtlngebuity, and efficiency. It is im~ 
Possible t() view these: machines without giving the Chinese credit lor 
'not only usinggr~8kill,butriluchmathematical prec~i<?n in ~ir 

-----.,....0.-___ ,_, _________ ~ __ --------

Jou.m~,;y., from, M" a, dl"~ throU~b, Mysore, ,Can, ft.ra, Rnd 'Mllt.aba., r.by .. , ,~" ·,( ,., j.l': .,., , , uC:h.,nan;' , 
t De~wme lll~ p. jl61. Accordllll , to the INU1I8 author,a~ ofro.on 

.ugar sel11i for fromtoul' . to six laels j ofCb~'.pr , C4lUiljfj ,#~l lJ8IVej;i.fifteeD~lI; 
~d Cochin-china, from eigh~ to fifteen. 
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construction. They are made entirely of bamboo without any metallic 
fastenings, and are therefore sO light us to turn with the slightest 
impulse from the strea.Il. When in a state of perfect repair, for the 
greater number of those which we saW were fitr otherwise, tlw hollow 
bamboos fixed to their circumference and acting as buckets, arc set 
on at so nice an angle, that they deliver the water into the trough 
with scarcely any loss. The height of these wheels vary with that 
of the bank over which they raise the water. 

The Embassy having been for mnny weeks passing through a 
very mountainous country, I had looked with some anxiety for 
examples of that system of terra.ce cultivation, for which Chinn has 
been famed by all its early describers; but saw none t.hat satisfied the 
expectation which had been raiieu by the glowing descriptiuns of 
various authors. Like one of the missionaries :'/.', I had imagined China 
to be. an immense garden,. cultivated with infinite care, and receiving 
its' (~hief embellishment from mountains cut into terraces productive 
itt all kinds of vegetable food; and, like him, I was disappointed in 
finding them very frequently barren of the means of subsistcnee, from 
the base to the summit. Indeed, I apprehend that no belief' can he 
less founded on fact, than that the Chinese are in the common practice 
of rendering the surface of mountains naturally sterile, productive by 
any mode of cultivation. The instances of the terraeing of hills 
which I had an opportunity ' of obsC1ving, lead me to believe that it is 
in a very great measure confine~ to .their ravines, to their undulations, 
and to their gentlest declivit.ies; in other words, to those situations 
where an accumulation of their degraded surface, affords a soil natu ... 
rally fertile. 

That hins. formed of alluvial dePosit, and ha.ving a soil more thall 
a hundred feet in depth, are covered through the medium of terrace 

._-------_ .. _-----------
En en",-ftt dans Ie Kian-si j'appertyus Ii parti de moi, des montagncs nridcs, ct au 

bas, point oupresque point de terrein a cultiver. Je m'etais figure qu'elle mwmblail a un. 
va.te. jardin QAhive avec beaucoup d'alt et de soin!' 'the same Lluthm' c1s('wlwl'c states, 
that in travelling over a portion of China almost equal to France, he saw, "oi bois, ni 
fontaines, ni jat'dins, ni arbria fruitiers, ni vigncs." Pere Burgeois, Memoires concernant 
lea Cbinois, Vo1. viii. p. 298, &c. 
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cultivation with a succession of gardens, in somei'~arts of' China, as 
stateq .. by Bu IIalde, I can believe, because Ibave found that author 
generanyaccuJ'at~ in his statements of mattem of fact; but I equally 
believe that under the most favourable circumstances, terrace culth·a,.. 
tionis nqta favourite process with the Chinese, but'is only resorted to 
by them when they cannot obtain the fun means of subsi$tence from the 

·r, 

plains. On this subject my experience agrees with that oift-I.r. Barrow, 
and with a still later author, IVr. De Guignes, who accompanied the 
Dutch embassy. The former has had occasion to observe, that in his 
whole route, terracec;ultivation " occurred on $0 small a scale as hardly' 
to deserve notice ;"and the latter has remarked that, altl1~g~. hecer
tainly' saw small fields cult.ivatedon the very tops of some~dudtains in 
a certain canton of Kiang-nan, where the mountainous and oontracted 
nature' of the country had obliged the inhabitants to do so; yet .be 
had traversed districts filled with mountains, of which no portion was 
thrown into cultivation. The same author states, that whenever the 
flat· country is sufficient 'for the nourishment of the inhabitiirits, the 
slightest elevations are suffered to remain untilled. I may add on thi's 
subject, that we often pas sea IDotlntaine equally capable pf cultivation 
with others that were terraced, buf'on which we could distinguish no 
trace of tillage. 

Du Balde has given a chapter onthe.bundance which prevails in 
China, in which he has assel11ble4ih a, few" pages descriptions of all 
the various trees and vegetables. \VhicilS1.1pply,the wants of its inba.. 
bitants, and are scattered through 'aD empiree;m~!abing in -its range of 
latitude a tenlperate -and ' tropical cliDJate. These, displayed in so 
compressed a view andasil1ustratitVe ,of the general ferti1ity of the 
empire, have led, I conceive, to. ,vcry mistaken· conclusions respect
ing the general -productiveness of the"'soil. In some districts, perhaps, 
in which pec.:u1iar callies have operated, as in the' n~ghb.ourhood of 
tea countries, for instance, "the whole surface is, with tri~ingexcep
tions, dedicated to the p~uction of food for man alone;'· but this 
proposition does not certainly apply·to the whol"empire. 

- ------------------.-----------
See Malthus on Population. 
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Of that part or China passetl through by the Embassy, I may 
venture to say that the quantity of land very feebly productive ill 
food for man fully equalled that which ,affm;ded it in abundant quan
tity. In the province of Pe-tchee-lee th,e banks of the river were 
often alone cultiva~d, and even these, when of a sandy nature, were 
left untilled~ , In ,,the province of Shan-tung, great part of the land 
on both sides the canal, especially in its northern part, had "" suffered 
80 severely from inundation," that it was impossible" to form a cor
rec~ovinion of its general appearance." * TQe quantity of the Ne/um.-
14um and T,oapa, however, which, continually appeared, renders it 
highly prob$ple that it is at a'Q. times very swampy. The province 
of Kiang..inan, . especial1y in its northern part, was highly fertile; ' but 
towards: its southern boundary it became hilly, and more productive 
itt timber than jp:~ ~90rn. · , The province of Kiang-si was moun
tail?oPus, and although generally affording the oil, tallow, varnish, 
fil'andcamphor trees, frequ'entIy offered to our view, for several 
miles, 110 4Lppearance of vegetablecultivatiouexcept in the hollows 
of the hills, or in the occaSional fall of the land, towards the river. 
In the province of Quang-tong, from the time of crossing the Mei
ling mountain till within two days ' s,ail of Canton, we met with little 
else thana successioniofsterile mOWltains, which so much astonished 
the Pere Bourgeois on «,is: .:1U".,;entrance · into China. 
·· ·· ,:'·1 have already stated.' dtatIl1l1t.: ",pable of terrace cultivation are 
often entirely untilled, and I mgy-,now make a similar observation, 
but with greater Umitat,ion, respecting the " plains. I might here 
quote the d~clarati()n8of~ authors who assert thut whole districts 
in China are uncultivated and uninhabited, or of those who have with 
justice pointed out ~. ll~antit.rof land occupied,by the buryi~g 
places oft)le Chi~e8e; 'but I 'shaU .conterttmyselfwith observing, that 
" much,~n.t.\qt.pablepf tillage"·t is "~eft neglected," and I mean land 
capable Qfthatkirld of tillage which is understood by the inhabitants. 

·:BUi.!l'~" imbaaBy, p. 264. ' 

D 1> 2 
t Ibid. 
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I often noticed portions of land even in the vicinity of cottages and 
villages, remaining waste for no other conceivable reason than be
cause its culture·was unnecessary to the support of the neighbouring 
inha.bitants. These facts, which might be deemed of too little im
portance for insertion in an account of abyothercountry, are of 
consequence as they regard China, a country of which it has been 
asserted that "not an inch of ground is left uncultivated." 

'Vith respect to the numerical amount 6f the population of China, 
we obtained no new data by which to judge of the relative degree~of 
probability due to the discordant and irreconcileable accounts of dif
ferent writers. '!If The apparent population, however, was not such as 
those statements had led me to expect. The cities, indeed, were well 
peopled, and under the circumstances in which. we saw 'then,-, some
times over-peopled, but thp. .inteM11p.rti1l.t.p. land ~A1dom appenred fully 
stocked with inhabitants. Hut the multitudes who crowded around 
us In some of the larger towns and cities were so undoubtedly swelled 
from sources not contained within themselves, that any calculation 
which might have been attempted respecting them would have been 
liable to egregious error. De Guignes asserts that many of the 
cities wbichpoured forth such astonishing multitudes when visited 
by Lord Macartney's Embassy, exhibited to the Dut.ch Mission, in 
the following year, no evidences of e:xcessive population. The djf:' 
ferent circum~tallces attending t~e two embassies were tile probable 
causes of this contrariety of experience. Lord Macartney's Embassy 
was, perhaps, the most splendid that had eVer appeared in China 
from a European state: it was from ,anktion whom the Chinese 
government especial1y wished to impress with an exalted notion of 

In the year 1 t.13 thepopulatioll of China, according to the MislIionaries,:amountcd 
to 150,265,475; in t7CI,acoordiug to Father AlIcl"stan, to 198,214,552; in 17!}4, ac
cortling to the statement grvel1 ' to Lord MUCal'tlll'Y, to 330,000,000; in 1817, when Lord 
Amherst's Embassy was at Cantoi'l, the most geuerl\lIy rect·jved calculatiQJl8s npplica9le 
to the present tUntc of Chinn, was that of' Father Amiot, tnkcn in 1777, which gave the 
population at I~J7,OOO,ooo. A gentleman highly competent 40 form an opinion on thi. 
subject estimated it much lower. 
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its resollrces; and it contained the only foreigners that had ever been 
seen ib many of the provinces which it tr:B-versed. The influence 
of the government, ther~fore, no less than the euriosi.ty of the people, 
contributed to depopu1~te the country in the vicinity of its route, 
and to concentrate the inhabitants in the cities by which it might 
pass: Lord Amherst's Embassy was in nearly the same circum
stances.. Tbe Duteh Embassy, on the contrary, little respected by the 
goverllm en t, and following itlllDediately after 1 .. 0['(1 Macartney's im
posing mission, would ,modify in a much less degree the ordinary 
appearance of population, and con$equently be in circumstances m()re 
favourable.:Lo a correct estimate of its amount. 

I apprehend, however, that any person travelling through a country 
in a hurriedjou.rney, under a suspicious surveillance, Inllst always be 
unqualified to pronounce on a question that respects a whole nation; 
and t shall, therefore, make no further remark on this su~ject, than 
that the visible population of China did not appear "more than 
commensurate with the quality of land under actual cultivation.""*" 

In proportion as we approached Canton, the river widened and 
deepened, and the country opened and became more flat on both sides. 
Groves of orange trees, of bauanas, and of the rose apple, frequently 
relieved extensive rice fields. The8c~e had, however, a dreary 
sam·eness, which would have' been a little irksome to our feelings, had 

, . . 

we been further from the terminatiDn of our journey; but our near 
approach to the society of our coU1;t,rym,en, to a re-union with Ollr 

shipmates, and, above all, to intelligence of our friends in .England, 
gave 118 prospects too .interesting to be relinquished for the sober
ness of reality. 

On the morning of the 1st of January, the trampling and yells of 
our boatll1en getting under weigh at an early hour, which llad· so 
often disturbed our restf8nd driven tiS from our beds execrating every 
thing Chinese" '~ow sounded to us like grateful music, and s(~emed in 
unison with the throbbings of elated hope,' We arose, and gliding 

Ellis's Embassy, vol. ii. p. 201. 
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swiftly down a broad and rapid stream, descrjed-about noon, the 
B}!itish flag flying at some distance, and socMi after" , t\ British boat 
in advance of several others. ~'Captain .MaJwelJ ,and the Alceste's 
boa~s!" was the joyfi.ll exclamation through Dur··6eet. Ourantiei
pations were soon verified. Captain Maxwell, acoomllanied by Sir 
Theophilus :Metcalie in the Ambassador's barge" l>receded the other 
boats of' the Alcesle, and of all tile British ships 'at that time in the 
Canton river, oontaining Captainflalf of the Lyrat .ana. their~ber 
respective officers, and many gentlemen '. of the Canto-n factory. On 
this oceasion Mr. Wilcocks the AnlericaU-t consul, with his' usual 
liberality of ebaracter, joined the.procession in his own barge, to 
congratulate His Excellency Qnhis safe arrival at Canton. , 

The boats having rowed roupd the different y~qt8 and received 
His Excellency and the gentlemen of his suite, advancetlin two Hnes 
till within haIfa mile of the qity of Canton. His Lordship's barge 
then halted, whilst the otherhoats went a-headand landed the gen
tlemen of the factory and of his suite at the entrance,to the quarters 
prepared for the Embassy, at a teIllple in th~ village of Honan, on 
the oPllpsite, side of the river to, the Btitish o factory. They were 
here joined by the gentlemen of the. factory, who had been unable 
tofQrrn part of the procession, and received. the Ambassador and the 
Commissioners on landing. 

His . Excellency was immediate1y conducted to a spacious, and, 
what had been rendered by the exertions of our ,Canton friends, a 
splendid and comfortable establishment for the whole Embassy. A 
temple had been given up·for the purpose; and·the paraphernalia. 
of idol worship had given' place to the commodious furniture of 
an English house. J.;caving what, in our sudden transition from 
confined boat.s, . seemed little short of a paradise, we passed over the 
water to partake of a sumptuous entertainment at the Britis:h 
factory; 0 and soon forgot, amidst the hospitality of QUI' countrymen, 
the inconveniences of our vexatious journey. 
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CHAl>TER VIII. 

VARIOUS and deeplyin~eresting __ were the events which had been {~xpe
rienced by the Alcesteand Lyra during Qur absence. We had to hear 
a tale of discoveries accomplished in un~nown seas aniidst often recur... 
ring, and as often conquered difficulties. l\1uch had been expected 
from the characters of the commanders, but more had been acCom
plished thaneithet'tlmebr opportunity had sc:'emcd likely to offer. 
The gulfs ofPe-tche-leeand I~eatong had been surv~yed, and com
m un ications held with the inhabitants of their shores; part of the south
west coast of Corea had been . examined, an; enormous geographical 
error respecting its position rectified, and its archipelago discovered; 
the Lew-chewan islands-llad been visited, and their;humane and iutel-.. 
ligent 'inhabitants imp'ressed;through the wise conduct of Captain 
Maxw:ell, with the highest regard for the English character. 

·;;t:&aving -Lew..;chew,' the ships ma<,ie for the coast of China, arid 
arrived off it on tli¢'2d ofN.oven;tber, when the Lyra was dispatched 
to Macao and the Alceste anchored off tile, island of Lin-tin. As 
soon as Captain Maxwell. could CQmmunicate with any Chinese 
authorities, he applied to the viceroy for a pass to carry his ship up 
the Canton river to ~ secure anchorage, and to a situation where she 
could undergo sonie necessary repairs. Evasion after evasion, _ accom
panied' by insulting messages~ were the only proofs that he obtained 
of his application having been received. After waiting quietI y for 
some days, be determ.ined, under the pilotage of Mr. Mayne the 
master of the Alceste, to carry his ship to a safe birth up the river; 
but had scarqely approache~ the Bocca Tigris, when he received a 



208 CANTON. 

peremptory order to drop 'his anchor,- or to proceed on hi8~ourse at 
the hazard ot being sunk under the batteries at the entrance of the 
flver. He chose the latter alternative, alld ,s~r;ed his ship close 
,under the principal fort, followed by a fleetJt>f 'war junks. Both 
junks and batteries immediately endeavoured to make good the threat 
by opening a heavy fire. The return of-a single shot silenced the 
fleet, and when the guns could be brought ttl bear, one broadside 
was sufficient for the batteries. After this affair the sllip proceeded 
quietly to her anchorage. 

The effect of this decisive conduct was evinced the next day, by 
the arrival of all kindR of supplies to the Alceste, and of a cargo 
to the General Hewitt Indiaman, before withheld on the plea of 
her heing a tribute ship; and by the publieation of an ediet, endea
vouring to m,akc the action appear to the Chinese ftS a mere salute. 
Such ' is a rapid outline' of occurrences which the, interestingnar
rativesof Captain liall and Mr. M'Leod have rendered a more 
qetailed accO,unt of unnecessary in this place. , , .. ~ 

'rhe viceroy having been defeated in his attempts td' intimidate or 
C8;jole Captain l\1ax w ell , hoped to recover his consequence in , the 
eyes of his countrymen by his treatment of the Ambassador. It was 

f" 
known soon after our arrival at Canton that an imperial edict had been 
received by the viceroy, giving It fallacious account of the transactions 
of the Embassy, and directing« him to invite the Ambassador to a 
least and to point out to him aU the advantages that he had lost by re
fusing to perform the ceremony of the Ko-tow. The words of the ediet. 
will ,}Jest explain their own plirport. ,H When the Ambassadors, arrive 
at Canton, you will , invite them to dinner in compliance with good 
manners, and will make the following speech to them: "Your good 
fortune has been small; JOU arrived at the gates of the imperial house~ 
and were unable to lift your eyes to the face of heaven (the emperor.) 
The great emperor reflected that your king sighed after happine~8 
(China), and with s1ncerity. We thereforELaccepted somepreserits, 
and gifted your king with various precious articles. You must return 
thanks to the emperor for his benefits, and return with speed to 
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~~(~~!.~lat , your ' king~tnaY ;'ifeel · a respectful gratitude 'for 
·~~:~otJ;()".caes8.~: · take caret() embark the rest of the preeents 
.i. ' ~Y;,that. ~,me,not be lost :or daBtroyed." . 
, ;~ ,After :this ' 'Ie!etlni" '$twuld the ·· Ambassad'or supplicate you to re

-_iv-e the -remainder of the -presents, answer in one word, a decree 
'bal ,pas8ed, wetherefqte " d.e ,~' not present troublesome petiti(,)Ds, and 
wi~hdecisionyouWillrid yourself of them." , 

hwas a1.b lascett8ined that the viceroy had in charge a letter from the 
Emperor to the Pri~ce ,Regent, in delivering which to the Ambassador, 
he was 'eipectedto fullow ,the-instructions of the edict. The letter was 
delivered,toHis Excellency . on the 7th of January, with much form 
'by the viceroy; but with only a feeble attempt to effect hiR int.ention. 
The'fceremoll, .. ~n,; " , this occasion was more imposing on the part of 
the English '. of the Chinese, ;and was chiefly interesting to us, 
asaftOl'ding th.e, ,~pect~leof a petty tyrant shrinking under theca~U1 
dignity of ' ••. "English , nObl~man. It co-mmen ced in a small open 
b\lilding that .might-be caned atelnple, containing an altar dt.'Cotat~ ' 
withyeUpw.silk, vessels of incense, and a variety of unintel1igibl~ 
ornameuta.r ; lIere . the, Viceroy, Foo-yuen and Hoppoo, .received the 
Emperor' a 'letter, ,enclosed in a case of bamboo 'coVered withzeHoYi 
silk. and brought jq.;" a, sedan carried ,by thirty .. six bearers; , and 
hI~n.gpelformed: tlle . eeremOilY of prqstration in private, awaited 

·~;a~l.of the ~il.Jiissador. His, ExcellEmcy in his robes, accom
,,~;bySh' George,st'aunton and Mr. Ellis, attended by the gentle
,.n. of his suite 8l1d of the Factory, by Captain Hall, and several 
.t~ lla~·al ofticers,' and preceded by the guard and band, lef~, his 
hquse, :u,outnoon for the conference. The guard and band having 
foanedinwtwo lines within a few yards of the temple, the Ambas
~r ;ad.vtmced between tl,tem, somewhat in front of his tr~i.n, to the 
8~pe;,~ ,tbe. building, and.9,Pascending them was met by the viceroy. 
4.:~t ;aal~on. l.aving, ;passed, .the . viceroy took the letter off' the 
_ :;,and.holdillg-it , iQ~': botb bandsahove· his head, gave it to the 
4Jub, • .q.qi:,. , ".,0 r~ved it.·' in the s-.m~ 'manner;' and with like 
.f~_!,:'i .. _tt_"it ;-to his private secretary , raised .. his ,hat and bowed. 
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1'he whoJeparty then "adjourned to anotherdecoratedbuildiDg$' to 
continue ., dle conference. Three· persons on each:'side ,were. alGtU! 
atlowed· to sit.· The Ambassador, Sir Geo~Sta.uJltotl,_ 
Mr. Ellis, sat opposite to the Vi¢croy, Foo-yuen,and .H()p-p~ 
respectively. The viceroy, by a previous arrangelnent, had volun
tarily. ct~ded the place of honour to the A\Ilbassador, on the lefthaad 
side of the apartmeht. 

The Viceroy, whose lowering brow and gloomy visage strot}gly 
expressed his character of cunning and his feeling 6f mortified pride, 
had endeavoured on first meeting I-lis Excellency, to assume .an over
bearing port, but he grew pale, and his eye sunk under tIle stern 
and steady gaze of the English Amhassador. lIe in vainendeavourd 
to regnin his self-possession on his way from t.he temp~, by oUt'\\Talk
ing Ifis Excellency, and thus obtaining the appearan~ of superior 
rank in the eyes of the Chinese; and was again disa,ppointed. Duril}g 
the conference he once more attempted to make good. his pf~ten
sions, by assuming an arrogant tone and insinuating an offensiye 
remark respecting the high privileges enjoyed by the English in. 
China, and their sole dependence on commerce; but this wa,s ~he 
expiring struggle of self-importance. The Ambassador having in a 
decided manner replied that the intercourse between the two coun
tries was equally advantageous to both, he ,altered his.. tone, .a~d 
confined himself to unoqjection~ble suqjects: that he, might ~ot, requr 
to others~ the Ambassador speedily broke up the cQnference. On 
leaving the building in which it had been held, the Viceroy pointed 
to a large collection of fruit and ·sweetmeats spread in, an opposite tent, 
as a,f), imperial present to the commissioners. His Excellency requested 
that the Emperor might be thanked, and returned to his residence~ 
. The oontents of the Emperor's letter to the Prince Regent fo,lWed 
a subject of much speculation with the Embassy. Therewu.ev:ery 
l'esson to expect, judging from t}le impel'ialediots which we had 
s.een ill different parts of our route and since our arrival at ,Canton, 
that it would give a very ,fal,e aDd distorted ,3c~()unt,Qf.aU the trans
actions of the Embassy. It rontained in fact, several unblu~bing 
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falsehood .. ; amongst others, the assertions that Lord Macartney had 
performed theceremon y of prostration, and that Lord Amherst had 
promised to dC? so, but afterwards refused. We felt no regret ip 
learning that with a government. so faithless, the delivery of the letter 
had terminated the Ambassador's official intercourse. 
. The Embassy employed themselves during the short time they re

mained at Cftnton, in visiting its numerous streets and examining the 
val'ious specimens of ingenuity there displayed in a profusion and ex
cellence no where else to be found in China. A stranger having no 
other intercourse with t.he country than through the medium of Canton, 
would be led to form an inaccurate judgment both of the genera] 
ingenuity and luxury of its inhabitants. In looking at the different 
works in ivory, tortoise-shell, and lacquer, so· lllinutely wrought 
that great time must have been expended in working them; and 
seeing them of forms not less calculated for utility than decoration, 
he might suppose that the interior of Chinese houses would realise 
the visionary tales of eastern authors. But if he had passed through 
a considerable portion of the empire, he would eonc1ude, that the 
accumulation of the beautiful objects that adorn the shops of Canton, 
must depend upon some cause quite unconnected with the common 
habits of the people: he would in fact find, on a close inspection, 
that they are in a large proportion formed on European models. 
Except in the houses of the Hong merchants, and these formed no 

• 
wide exception to the rule, we nlways found Chinese dwellings more 
remarkable for the simplicity of their intp-rior decoration than any 
other character. 

I have before had occasion to mention that the fans in use,amongst 
the Chinese within our observation, were made of the rude~t mate
rials,and I might make the same remark respecting most other 
articles of Chinese manufacture 80 much admired in this country. 
At Kang1f.ho-foo, 8· city famed for its lacquered ware, we had hastened 
into its streets in the hope of purchasing some specimens of its 
man~~ure,but altl>ugh we found them in considerable abundance, 

;'coalRllo where discover any that were worth our notice. The manu-
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facture indeed seemed to be confined to utensils of .wood, .not OOttef 
varnished than the common tea chests sent to this country. 

I have already had occasion to mention the skill or. the Chine8e\i':l 
cuttiIlg the hardest stones, in describing 11 vase of exquisite workman .. 
ship which I found in a shop at Tien-sing. At Canton I had an 
opportunity of ascertaining their capability of hollowing them, in a 
'manner quite enigmatical to European workmen. Of these, the snuff 
bottles of rock crystal and of agate were amongst the most puzzling.' 
I have one of each of these now before me, which, through openings 
in their neck not the fourth of an inch in diameter, have been worked 
into the perfect hollows of glass smelling bottles. 

The Chinese possess a peculiar filcility for cutting stone, in the 
large quantities of adamantine spar or eorundum which are found in 
their shops, and which came, they said, from the neighbourhood 
of Canton. That they have it near at hand and, of easy access, is 
probable from its profusion, and the low price at which they sell it. 
For a Spanish dollar I obtained as much as I chose to accept. The 
only opportunity that I obtained of seeing it used was in the manu
facture of lenses made for spectacles, and which are formed fi'om rock 
crystal, with the assistance of powdered eorundum, and a bow with a 
steel thread. The workman fixes a mass of the crystal, which he has 
previously worked into a cylindrical torm~ over a small trough of 
water firmly befC:lrc him; and having besmeared the surface of it with 
the powdered ·corundum made int(', a paste with water, cuts it into 
laminre by the continued action of the bow, which he assists by 
adding fresh portions of the corundum paste, and moistening the 
crystal with water from the trough. The rough segments thus ob
tained are afterwards ground into lenses of different degrees of con
vexity, but according to no certain rule. 

In the shops of porcelain at Canton, in all respects inferior to those 
we had seen at N an-chang-foo, I in vain endeavoured to obtain the 
materials used in its~omposition. I had no reason however to sup
pose t~lat . the e~rundum, as h~s b~en sU'specte<j, is one of th~. ?f 
the other mgredlents, the kaolm IS well known to be the porcelaIn 
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~rtltof /,other' eountries, but the petuntse has not been so well ascer-
·taiined. The late Sit· George Staunton described it as a. species of 
granite, in which quar~ seemed to hear the largest proportion. 
I am ra'ther inclined to think, that pure quartz alone is the petllntse 

of tlle Chinese,from having, when off Hong-kong, seen boats laden 
with quartz evidently taken from veins which abounded in the 

neighbouri.Pggranite rocks. 
,Al.though more fOltunute in obtaihing the minerals said to be 

employed in colouring the porcelain, I have no other observation to 
make respecting them, than that their names did not aeconl with 
their colours, proving that they undergo some modification bef()re 
they are app1ied to the porcelain, or whilst they are exposed to the 
heat of the furnace. It was not without repeated assurances t.hat I 
had no intention of establishing a porcelain manll{~tctory ill my own 
country, that I was enabled to procure them fi·om their vender at a 

considerable price. 
Glass shops abound in the sU'eets of Canton, but are chiefly filled 

with European goods, excepting only those of the mirror makers. 
All the ]ooking-gla~ses that we Haw in China were remat'kable for the 
extreme thinness of the plate, which was scarcely thicker than com
mon writing paper, but was coated with an amalgam in the manner 
of our own. According to the Missionaries, the Chinese have for 
ages possessed the art of glass making; but if this be the f~lct, it is 
singular that they should derive no· advantage from it; and whilst 
they set a very high priee on all glass artidcs, make none but from 
the glass which they obtain from Europeans andre-melt, Ti11 we 
arrived in the province of Canton, excepting small mirrors and a few 
baubles, we had met with no glass throughout the ernpire. 

The drug shops in Canton were as numerous as in other cities 
of China, but did not enable me to obtain much information respect
ing the ph.arm:~y of the country: they, contained an innumerable 
list of simples~a few gums, and some minerals. M~ny of the first 
. &resold in small packets; each packet.containing a dose or certain 
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number of doses, enveloped in a wrapper describing the qualit;lesof 
the ni~dicine and the mode of administering it. Of the gums ,f 'could 
only make out the camphor. This substanae, as exposed for sale at 
Canton, was in very small fragments about the size of a pea, ' and 
seemed to have been picked out from the interior of the plant, ' and 
no doubt came from Borneo or Sumatra. * It is not t procured 
from (he same plant as (he Chinese camphor, and, the&e is some 
reason to believe, is of a more volatile nature, and possesses more 
powerful properties. The Chinese physicians arc so persuaded of 
(his, that although the most ordinary kind costs them four hundred 
taels, or upwards of one hundred and thirty pounds the piccuI, 
they prescribe it in preference to their own, the best of whir:h is 
exported fo~ twenty-eight taels, or less than ten pounds the piccu]. 

The Chinese employ camphor largely in a great number of dis
eases, and to ti'ee themselves from vermin, to which 1 but too well 
know, from my OWll experience, that the Chinese are remarkably 
subject. A very eommon amusement amongst our boatmen was in 
searching for them in their clothes, and eracking them between 
their teeth. 

No opium is exposed /()r sale in the shops, probably because it is 
a, contraband artide, but it is used with tobacco in all parts of the 
empire. The Chinetie indeed consider the smoking of opium as one 

The plant whcllce tlte BOrlll'o or Sumatra camphor is procured has b(~cn described 
UIlU figun"d in thc twdfth volullIe of the Asiutic Trallsactions, by Mr. H. T. Colcbroke, 
unlH>r the 1I11mc of ])':lJabalanojJs Camp/tol'a. 

t Tbe mode of procuring the Borneo campbor is thus refuted by Mr. Marsden. "The 
tree, whcll cut (lowlI, is di,:id,·u tt':lIlSvl'rlicJy into severn I blocks, and these again are split 
with wedges into srtlull piec(.'s, ti'orn tlll' illterstice~ of which the camphor, if uny there be, 
is (!xtrnctl"d. That w!lieh WIll('lS awny relldily in llll'ge flukes, almost tran .. parcllt, hi 
esteemed tilt.; prime !;ort or hrad; the smaller dean pieces are considered as bdly;and 
the minute particl!!s, thielly scraped from the wood und often mixed. with it, arc called 
foot, according to the cmtomury t(~rms adopted in the assortmmt of drugs. The mode of 
separating it from thc!'c and other impurities, is by I;teeping and washing it in water, and 
l>ometimes with t.he aid of soup." H~tory of Sumlltra, p. 150. 
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<>f tbe .. greatestluxuries ; and if they are temperate in drinking, they 
are Qften excessive in the use of this drug. They have more tll8Jl 
one ,~eth()d of smoking it: sometimes they envelope a pi(~ce of 
the solid gum in tobacco, and smoke it from a pipe with a very 
amall bowl ; and sometimes they steep fine tobacco in a strong solution 
of it, and use it in the same way. The smokers of opium have a very 
peculiar, &ottish, and sleepy physiognomy, in consequence of the 
whole visage being turgid with blood. They may acquire this 
from their mode of inhaling its smoke, of which they seldom take 
more than three or four whiff~. IIaving lighted their pipes, they 
draw into their lungs as large a volume of smoke as possible, and 
having held their breath for a few seconds, throw it gradually f(nth 
through their nose, mouth, l!nd ears,/so as strongly to impress these 
organs of' sense. They then fall into a sort of torpor and continue 
in it for several minutes, and much longer when theyenn command 
time for its indulgence. 

To"acco is every where sold, and is considered by the Chinese, 
nex.t to tea, as the best preservative of health, and is theref()re 
universally used by all ranks: T never saw a Chinese without his pipe. 
It is used in very different states in different provinces, and has ver.Y 
different degrees of strength, depending in some measure perhaps 
on the difference of soil and climate where it is cultivated. In the 
province of Pe-tehee-Iee, and probabty in nIl the northern provinces, 
it is very mild, but in the south it has much more powerful 
qualities. These different properties may also depend on the various 
modes of preparing it. In the province of' Pe-tchee-:lec it is of a pale 
colour, and undergoes no other preparation than that of drying, and 
is sold in the whole leaf to the purchaser, who reduces it to a 
coarse powder, by rubbing it between the hands before using it. 
After entering the province of Kiang-nan it was always found of n 
~ed colour, an~ut into exceedingly fine shreds; but was said i'o 
owe its colour to steeping in Ii solution of opium. ' We saw the 
Il\~eof cutting this variety of tobacco in several places. Consider
able tluantities\ of its leaves having been acted upon by n powerful 
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press, and, thus formed into a compact mass, are cut by a plane into 
. small shreds. 

'. From the mineral kingdom the Chinese appear to drawspme 
remedies, and especially mercury, which they employ in sevetalfonns, 
and in the diseases f01" which its specific pow~s are u.~ed \n other 
countries. They employ some of its oxides and its muriate exte,r':' , 
nally in cutaneous diseases.; and a very beautiful preparation, con
sisting of fine flakes, of a pearly white colour, internally in chrol.lic 
disordent; but fumigate with the sulphuret of Inercury when they 
wish to produce its most powerful effeets. To Mr. Pearson's P~per, 
in the ninth volume of the Annals of Philosophy, I may refer my 
readers for further information on this subject. It is especially 
curious, as affording iJ]ustrations of the complicated and blundering 
methods by which the Chinese, in their chemical operations, arrive 
at vague results unaided by the slightest glimmering of science. '* 
Although the Chinese understand the use of mercury they ' seidom 
intentionally exhibit it to the extent of producing salivatiOlf, and 
consequently often fail in curing complaints for which they prescribe 
it. The I-Iong merchants are so sensible that. l;:uropean practitioners 
know its qualities much better than their countrymen, that they 
always place themselves under their care in all cases requiring its use-

The practice of medicine of the Chinese is entirely empirical. 
Through the kindness of Mr. l\;fanning, who acted as my interpreter, 
I had an opportunity of conversing with one of the most respectable 
native practitioners of Canton, and found him entirely destitute of# 
anatomical knowledge. He was aware of the existence of such 

>-_ ._----_.-_ .... _--_._---_._--_._._-- _._------'--

• The following is a preparation of mercury peculiar to the Cllinele: "Oncboi.it 
des poulets de "ix mois, bien filrts ct bien pOI'tans; npl'cs les avoir enfcrmes dans un endroit 
ou ils IlC puissent manger <jue cc qu'on leul' donne, on Jes ' engraisse pendant unmoili, 
e. les nourrissnnt de bon gr(lin et de seneve; pui .. npres les avoir fait jenner un ou deux 
jours pour Ies ouilicl', on 1.('8 .Jlourrit avec de In pate 011 V~tl 8 ~ye elu mercure bien 
purifie, puis on recucillc R'·ec Imin Jeurs ClCCI'Cmene, qu'on fait secher, et qu'on donne 
enBuite d'une monicrc nppl'opricc ala maladie. Le vif argent sinsi prepare, est adDli
rable pour les maladies de langueur. Du reste, il faut changer Ies pouletB spres trois joun." 
Memoires concernant lea Chinois, tom. ii. p. 8140. • . . 
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viscera as the heart, lungs, liver, spleen, and kidneys, but had no 
n()tion of theiP real situation, and through some strange perversity 
placed them all on the ·wrong side of the body. This man was not, 
however, ignorant through choice, for he viewed with much eager
:tless and with an evident anxiety for int()rmation, some of the 

anatomical plates of the Eneyclopredia Brit.annica, which I procured 
from the library of the Factory; and he with mudt apparent sin
cerity told Mr. Manning, that good anatomical plates on a large scale 
would be the most v"aluable present thut could be cOItie:>rred on his 
country. Although ignorant of all rational prineiples of practiee, 
he had arrived through his own experience, or that of others, at some 
rules of high utility; making a very dear distinction between 
1rhose local diseases which can be cured by mere topical applica
tions, and those which can only be acted upon through the me<lium 
of the constitution. I-Ie had some yague notions of a hllmor~ll 

pathotogy, which he seemed to have perpetually in his mind whilst 
answering my different questions; talked of ulcers being outlets to 
noxious matter; and divided both his diseases and remedies into 
two classes, the hot and cold. The difficulty of our intercourse, 
arising fi'om the impossibility of finding adequate terms in the Chi
.nese language for medical phrases, prevented my obtaining much 
accnrate information respecting the details of his praet iee. The 
only general fact at which I could acrive respecting it, was, that he 
depended greatly on purgatives .for driving out the " heat: of the 
body," and for producing a filvourable change on local disorders. 

I endeavoured to obtain some facts from III y infonner respecting 
the use of the moxa or actual cautery amongst the Chinese; and 
found that he considered its application as one of the most effectual 
remedies for local pain. The moxa is prepared by bruising the stems 
{)f a species of Artemesia in a mortal', and selecting the finest and 
most downy fibres. ~1n this state it is applied in small conical musses 
. u,pon the part affected;. the number being proportioned to the extent 
otseverity.of the disease. These being set on fire, instantly COD

s~e, without, as the physician assured me, producing any severe 
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pain. Froln his ignorance of anatomy I could' not learn whether the 
moxa be used amongst the Chinese in any cases of eMarged viscus; 
but I have no doubt, from his unqualified stAtement, "that itisap
plied in all cases of local pain," that it is resorted to in liver or 
any other internal diseases, when expressed by external uneasines8~ 
That it is app1ied in affections of the heatl I had 8ulIicient evidence, 
in the numher of Chinese whom J saw in different parts of the 
country, having on their foreheads smaH round eSeRl'S, beal'ing every 
appearance of having been produced by the action of' fire. My in
former took great pains to persuade me of the general success of the 
remedy. To act upon the imagination as well as the body, it 'i8 
asserted that the part to which the moxa is to be applied is often 
first pricked with gold pins, and that it inerant practitioners in the 
north of China, fire it with much ceremony by the assistmlce (If' a. 
convex mirror of ice.* 

The fibre of the artemesia is also used by the Chinese as tinder, 
after previously st.eeping it in a solut.ion of nitre; and is carried by 
them in sma]] pouches suspendpd from their girdles, by the 'side of' 
their pi pes. 

The small pox, which for cent.uries has at different periods made 
dreadfi11 havo(~k all over the empire, is likely soon to be extirpated 
by the benign influence of'vaccination establishing under the auspices 
of Mr. Pierson, the principal surgeon of the British factory. The 
first a.ttempts of that gentleman to introduce it. were pertinaciously 
opposed; hut through his active and persevering humanity, aided by 
a small publieation in the Chinese language by Sir George Staunton 
and himselt~ pointing out its peculiar safety, and the security which 
it. gives against the small pox, it has obtained the sanction of th.e local 
governrnent of Canton, and the strenuous support of the IIong 
merchants. Native vaccinators have been appointed and educated 
under the eye of 1\'11'. Pierson, and are taking from him the labOur 
___ ._0 _____ _ 

, On fait gelel' de l'enu dans un vase rond et convexc; la gt~e prellentee aU501cil en 
reunit les rnyons.et alJume l'armoise." Memoires concernant les Chinois, toru v. p.511'. 
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of inoculating the lowest class of Chinese. 1 witnessed their opera.
tions, in a te~le near the British factory, on some of the children of 
the hundreds of ·anxiouti parents who flocked to procure the preserva
tion of their offspring from the small pox, at that time prevalent at 
Gaoton. If the paternal government of China can free itself from 
national prejudices, it will erect a monument of gratitude tu the 
discovery of .Jenner, and the services of Pierson. 

In the shops of Canton, and of many cities of China, we saw 
s~ch large quantities of striated gypsum, as proved its very exten
sive use. I was neither fortunate enough to obtain any int()rmation 
respecting the places whence it is procllred, '01' the purposes to 
whieh it is applied. I am disposed to believe, that after. 11lwing 
been deprived of its water of crystallization by heat, and thus re
.duced to mer{' plaster of Paris, it is used in the composition of a 
cement for stopping the Jeaks of boats. A cement, of a white 
colour, was exposed for sale in shops, and applied to the leaks of our 
own boats; and as it was used under circumsta,;ces in which it was 
necessary at once to keep out the water, it was probably a substance 
that very speedily hardened. 

The gypsum has been supposed to be used as an antidote to 
tbe efH:~ds of mercury, but as this remedy is very rarely given to 
the extent of producing salivation, it is not perhaps very likely to be 
administered with this view. 

Our rambles in the streets of Cu.nton were entirely confined to 
the suburbR; the eity itself being as jnaccessible to the curiosity 
of the Embassy as it is at all times to the members of the 
British factory. One of the gentlemen not being quite satisfied that 
it 'Y~,~ .,impossible to enter it, and finding himself one day unex
pect-e'dlybeiol'e its gates, ventured to pass them; but hnd not ad
.anced far when he was followed by a Chinese, who ran after him, 
holding i~ his hand (tn areca nut, and urging him to return to his 
stall t<#hake so~e purchase; taking him at the same time so f<)1·eibly 
.pyti. a,rm, that his obeying him was scarcely voluntary. Having 
reached the stall,.. ~ndeavoured to satisfy the man that he had 
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no wish to buy any thing, and again left him ·in the hopes of 
penetrating into the city. But the Chinese followed him a seC()nd 
time, and seizing his arm still more roughly, led him in a very deter
mined manner, but with an air of m()ck politeness, to the outside 
~f the gate. It afterwards appeared, that a police officer, in the 
character of a salesman, had been posted at the gatc for the purpose 
of intercepting any strangers who might attempt to cnter the city •. 

Satisfied with exploring the suburbs of Canton, the Embassy w~re 
desirous of turning thcir steps to the surrounding country ; but this 
was also prohibited ground, excepting the nursery gardens at ~Fa-tee, 
situated on the southern hank of the river about three miles from 
Canton. The reputed richness of these gardens in rare and h<~au
tiful plants raised our expectations, and did not lead entirely to 
their disappointment. Plants remarkable for their dazzling colours 
and singular forms were, however, more cultivated than those of 
great rarit.y. The MOlt-tan or peony tree, Azalia.r;, Camdlias, the Vac
ciniu'1n formosa, roses, and a great variety of orange plants in full fruit, 
were the most general. The mou-tan, also called fa-wang or king 
of flowers, on account of its beauty, and pe-leang-king or hundred 
ounces of gold, on account of the enormous price given for it by 
the curious, was not in flower when I saw it. I could not therefore 
judge, from my own observation, of the fidelity of those Chinese 
drawings which represent this Rlant with yellow flowers, and was 
unable to meet with any person at Canton who had either seen or 
believed it to exist. The mOll-tan iB said never to survive more than 
thre~ years at Canton or Macao: ull the plants of it which I saw 
were very young. 

Of the double flowered Camellia Ja]Jonica *, the varieties were 
numerous; but in no respect different to those that are seen in this~· 

1 have no doubt that tHs plnnt is often confounded with the full 8owe •. ~ 
oleifera, and that t.he lotter is often sent to this country and .cultivated for tb~ fonner. 
The Camellia. oteifera m~y be disti?guished fr~m the. Cmnelli~rti:a by it! m.silkY 
calyx, and still mDredeCldedly by Its leaves bemg velnJes. be .•. . 
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country.. They are cultivated in such profusion at Canton, that. 
their petals are sometimes used at feasts to strew upon the table, so 
as perfectly to cover eVfiry part unoccupied by dishes. 

The Azalias exhibited no striking varieties of colour, being either 
white or red, of different degrees of intensity; but were certainly 
the most beautiful plants that I met with in China. A very large 

. specimen which 1 had on board the Alceste bearing blossoms of a. 

light red, was in such profuse flower the day before the wreck, that 
its leaves were literally hidden. 

The Vaccinium, formosa is a sacred plant; its flowers are gathered 
at the commencement of the Chinese new year, and placed in all 
the temples as an acceptable offering to the gods. 

The L.fJcopodium, which I had met with on the tops of barren 
hills in the province of Canton, growing to the height of four 
<)r five inches, and which might perhaps be best compared to a f1r
tree in miniature, was to my surprise cultivated in pots kept in a 
tub filled with wute.r; for it had always been found in very arid 
situations. 

Almost aU the dwarf plants seen in the gardens were elms, twisted 
into grotesque shapes. One of the principal methods of checking 
their growth, and giving them the appearance of age, appeared to 
consist, in taking up a young plant and putting it into a pot too 
small to anow the spreading of its roots, thereby depriving it of 

• 
the means of vigorous growth; . and by afterwards wounding the 
bark in different places, so as to covel it with scars which luight 
seem to be the consequence of' decay; and by tying the branches to 
each other, and giving them. all kinds of curves. 
:" Besides the plants already mentioned, I here saw the different 

"v_ieties of the tea plant, of which it has often been asked me 
.ce my return, whether there be more than one spceies. This 
question I have not been able satisfactorily to answer, although I 
:h~, · liWe· ,doubt, .. when examining the different plants, that there 
'~~\i",~wo species; but I could not at the time define their character~, 
. anei have since lost the, specimens through which I had expected to 
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establish them. It may, however, be remarked, that the plants Wihieh 
had been brought frODl the black and . green tea districts, dHferedjn 
the form, colour, and texture of their leaves~ those of the green tea 
plant being longer, thinner, and of' a lighter colour than those·of the 
black, although growing in the same soil: this difference of character 
tals<> observed in a large tea plantation near Macao. 

I could gain no .information in China inducing me t.o believe that 
the process there used in manufacturing the leaf differs materially 
from that employed in Rio .1aneiro, and which appears to be nearly 
the smne as that of Japan, described by Ka~miel" .From persons 
perfectly conversant with the Chinese method, I learnt that . either 
of the two plants will afford the black or greEn tea of the shops; 
but that the broad thin-leaved plant is preferred tor making the 
green tea. As the colour and quality of the tea does not then 
depend upon the difference of species, it must arise from some 
peculiarity in the mode of manufaeturing them. Drying the leaves 
of the green tea in vessels of copper has been supposed, but appa
rently without foumlation, to account for the. difference in colour. 
Without going into the supposition that any thing extraneous 
or deleterious is used, both difference of colour and quality may 
perhaps be explained, by considering one of the known circum
stances attending its preparation; namely, t.]w due Hlanagement of 
the heat used in drying the plan,t. There can be little doubt, that 
a leaf dried at a low heat will retain more of its original colour and 
more of its peculiar qualities than one that has suffered a high 
temperature. Supposing, thel'ei()re, the leaves of the sa{lle species 
or variety of the tea plant to have undel~gone such differellt degree! 
of heat in their preparation, their peculiar properties would be, 
expected to occur of greatest strength in those of the greenest 
colour; or in those to which both Chinese and Europeans attribMtt 
the most powerfill properties. I may here add, that by. far·the 
M.rongest tea which I tasted in China, called " Yu ... tien," and;ltsed on 
occasions of ceremony, scarcely coloured the water. On exam:i.ning 
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it with a view ,to ascertain the form of the leave~, I found it to 
cqp'sist of the scarcely expanded buds of the plant. 

The question whether the tea plant will thrive, in any other 
~untri than ,China, has in a great measure been settled by the 
succ·ess of the tea plantations at Rio under very 1ittle encouragement. 
It may be worth, however, considering what are the countries in 
which it is most likely to succeed, from their relation to its natural 

, places of growth. The green tea district in the province of Keang ... 
nan is embraced between the twenty-ninth and thirty-first degrees of 
north latitude, and is sit.uated at the north-western base of a ridge of 
mountains which divides the provinces of Che-keang and Keang .. 
nan. The black tea 'district, in the province of Fokien, is contained 
within the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth degrees of north 
latitude, and is situated on the south eastern declivities of a ridge 
ofmotlntains dividing the province of Fokien fi'om that of Keang-si. 
Thus the whole range of the great tea districts of China, from the 
lowest to the highest degree of latitude, is from twenty-seven to 
thirty-one. But although those are the two districts from which 
the tea consumed in Europe is derived, the plant also flourishes in 
much higher latitudes. According to the Missionaries" it thrives in 
the more northern provinces of China; and fi'om Kremfer it would 
appear, that it is cultivated in Japan as far as fort.y-five north 
latitude. An the known habitats .of this plant are consequently 
within the temperate zone. Looking then t.o the latitudes in which 
the tea is cultivated with success, and especially to th()St~ of the 
great black and green tea districts, the Cape of GoorL llope would 
~eQlto be the most eligible geographical situation for its culture; 
anclllerhaps would be also found the most favourable with respect to 
S61!' 

Itappears, from every account given of the tea plant, that it sue
ceedsbeston the side8 of mountains, where there can be but ]ittle 
a;ccumulation of vegetable mould. Our opportunities of seeing its 
c~ltivaei()nwere few, but were 'all in favour of this conclusion. Its 

,·.lantatien8" were ' always at some eJevation ' abpve the plains, ill a 
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kind of gravelly soil formed in some places by disintegratedsaDd
stone, and in others by the debris of primitive rocks. Ala. 
and flourishing plantation of all the varieties of the plant brought 
together by Mr. Ball, the principal tea inspector at Cat*>u, is situated 
on an island dose to Macao in a loose gravelly soil, formed. by 
the disintegration of large-grained granite. Judging from specimens 
collected in our route through the province of Keang-nan, -whence 
the green tea is procured, its rocks consist chiefly of sandstone, 
schistus, and granite. As to what may be the exact nature of the 
rocks of the black tea country in the province of Fokien, I have no 
'precise information. But as the great ridge separating that province 
from Keang-si is a continuation of the one dividing the latter from 
Canton, it is perhaps legitimate to conclude, that their constituent 
rocks are the same; and that the hills and soil on the casterll are 
the same as we found them on the western side of the ridge, or 
that they are covered by a soil like that in which the Camellia flou
rishes. If this reasoning be just, the land fc)rming the Cape being 
composed of the same class of rocks, name} y, granite, schistus, 
and sand-stone, and of the same kind of soil that constitute the tea 
districts of China, woul<.l be scarcely less f~\Vourable with regard to 
structure than geographical situation for the culture of the tea plant. 

But ~1though the tea plant might for these n~asons succeed better 
at the Cape than in many of our Qther dependencies, the success of the 
American plantations proves that it will assuredly flourish on the verge 
of the tropics. That it will also grow vigorously within them, is suf
ficip.ntly evinced by the fine plants which thrive in Sir Hud~n 
Lowe's garden at 8t. Helena. But in both these situations, it. 
seldom experiences a very high temperature. In Hio Janeiro' th'e 
hotanic garden is situated near the sea,..shore, and receives thefttll 
influence of the land and .sea. breezes which blow during the gre~ 
part of the twenty-ft>l1r hours. On the hills of St. Helena., fresbeRed 
by the trade winds, the thermometer ranges from sixty.four to 
seventy-six degrees. The principal circumstances therefOre . to ",.~ 
kept in view in cuJ-tivating the tea plant are to obtai. for,~it 
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me.gre aoilaba. a moderate temperature; and these may always 
befollnd' on the mountains of tropical islands, and on the inland 
aills:of temperate continents. 

With respect to the management of the plarlt whilst growing, 
and the gathering of its leaves, there is not, I apprehend, ~uch that 
is necessary to be learnt. From the general statemen't of authors it 
appear!), that after the seed is once committed to a favourable sOlI, 
little subsequent attention is required. A> few plantations of 
green tea, seen by the Embassy in Keang-nan, consisted of very low 
plants, perhaps kept down by pruning; as the l\1issionarit~s tell us 
that the plant of the green tea districts is neyer allowed to grow 
to a large size; but that in the black tea country it is suffered to attain 
its full height, which sometimes reaches to ten or twelve feet. In 
collecting the leaves the j)rincipal circumstances that seem neces
sary to .. be attended to are, to gather thcm at the proper seasons, 
to select the young leave~ f()r the superior kind of tea, and the older 
leaves f()f that of inferior quality. The many varieties of ten seen 
ill this country are doubtless the produce of the mixture of teas of 
different qualities, after their arrival in England. 

But granting that the prepamtion of tea is more complieated than 
tiuere is reason to suppose, it luight doubtless be obtained from thc 
proprietors of tea plantations who frequent Canton during the tea 
sales ;8.11d is perhaps even now in the possession of many Europeans. 
If e¥er it shall suit the policy of ttiis country to derive the tea 
frolIl any of our own depenctencies, there can be no doubt that 
we shall cease to be indebted to China for an article that enters so 
essentially into the comforts of all dasses of my countrymen. I ha.ve 
h~"much of the difficulty of transporting plants from China, in 
$ulicien~'Dumbers, aod in such health as to give a fair chance to 
~ye~periment for their cultivation; but cannot imagine where that 
gijl\eulty lielb ,A,great number of plants which were on board the 
Alceete fer tbepurpose of being left at the Cape and at St. Helena" 
"~"'Iin the m.ost vigorous state the day previous to the wreck ,and. 
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there can be no .loubt would have arriyed thus at theirplaees of 
destination. 

Wt.lE~ther the heaves of many other planfA would 'notattainthe 
~nle quality as the tea, if submitted to the same process, is at 
1"il8t doubtful. Du flalde has remarked, that all the plants called 
C~81 or Tea by the Chinese, are not to be cunsidered as the tea 
plant; and states, that a vegetable preparation sold in Shan-tung 
as very superior tea: is only a species of moss common to the 
mountains of that province. That the Chinese drink an infusion 
of femsas tea is certain, as these plants were sold for the ex
press purpose at Na;n-chang-foo on the Po-yang lake . . I cantlot 
help suspecting that they employ the leaves of the Camelltain 
the same way. This plant bears the same name as the tea with 
the Chinese, and resembles it in mo~t of its botanical characters, 
grows with it in the same district, and is I suspect cultivated in the 
same mariner: the seecls of. both produee oil. KfPmfer informs us, that 
.a species of Camellia is used in Japan to give a high flavour to tea . . 

Whatever observations I have made relative to the probability of 
the successful cultivation of the tea plant, equal1y applies to the 
Camellia oleifera, or oil plant. I cannot but believe, from what I 
have observed of the soil and cJimate of St. I-Ielena, that many 
of its present barren hills might be covered with this elegant and 
valuable shrub. 

The time unoccupied by the Embassy in visiting · the streets of 
Canton and the neighbouring gardens, was in some measure spent 
in exploring the intricacies of the temple in whieh they resided,and 
in witnessing the religious rites of the bonzes. It was only during 
our residence at Canton that we had any opportunity of seeing~ese 
on a great scale. 

The large religious establishment, of which we inbabitedapaJtjito 
the excluaion of numberless deities, almost equalled a town in extttDt. 
Temples with dormitories annexed and other build.ings· for the 
accommodation of bonzes, and ornamented exteriorly with aU the 
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tawdriBess that perverted taste could ~uggest, and containincr a host of eo 
gilded idols, were distributed over all extensive piece of ground. The 
~iferentapartments octupied by the Embassy ~ had been the temples 
of minor deities and the dwellings of their priests; and communi
cated · with ' each other by long. nnd narrow passages. 'These were 
intricate and mysterious, and often termina.ted in sm~1I enclosed ya.rds, 
intended for no purpose that courted the face of day; Ql' suddenly 
opened into squares decorated with a profusion of gay and fragrant 
j)ow'ers. The imagination suggested that fear und pleasure were 
equa11y useJ by the ministers of SUPC1'3tition to opera.te on the 
minds of its deluded votaries. On leaving this labyrinth we pas~eJ 
a number of edifices, some open in front, others closed, and all 
containing idols of various degrees of dignity and influence. To 
describe their different forms, or to give their scveral appellations, 
would llot only exceed the limits nnd ol~;ects of this work, but be 
8 waste of time and la.bour, of which the Missional'ies seem to have 
been little sensible in their elaborate accounts of' the minute sub
·divisions of the religion of Fo. I may leave my readers to imagine 
the endless sects that must have divided a religion, of' which thE:: 
founder took the following doctrine as its basis: "There js no other 
principle of all things but a vacuum and nothing; from not.hing 'have 
aH ,things sprung, to nothing they must again ,return, and t.here all 
Ol1r hopes end."'~ • ' 

,Four hideous monsters ~. in form and gesture proudly eminent," 
occupied, two on the right hand and two on the lcft, the entrance 

'W ,an' avenue leading ii'om the precincts of the principal temple. 
'GQblssal height and proportions, corpulency, the. Chinese physi
Ggfl0mycaricatured, profuse giJding, green and red paint, were i1Ip-ir 
leading characters. Incense was burning at all hours of the day on 

.a.altar before them. A miserable devotee, general1X ... f female, 
1.A,WIIo8 oAen .seen deprecating tll(~ir wrath or soliciting t~ir favour. 

~ . 

, Grosier, vol. ii. p.219. 

G G 2 
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On these occasions a taper 'was lighted at th~foot of, the idol., and 
a priesfattended to, direct the ceremony~ Rice for consecrl!rti91'l, 
and a painting of some image on paper as -an offering,s,eet1ted::~ 
b~ll1;.eceS8:8iry to its due performance. The honze having received 
th~~e, and· placed the rice on the al~ar, lighted the painting by the 
t~r,. and put it in an earthen vessel standillg on the ground,.to 
consume: this vessel was the common receptade for the ashes , of 
all such offerings. The supplicant now received from him t"!P 
pieces of wood in shape like a kidney, which she suffered to faU 
repeatedly from her hand, ejaculating at the same time with ll!Ucll 
feryour, and lifting up her eyes to the idol. When she·.~ 
finished the bonze took some ashes from the incense vessel, and 
having lnixed them with the rice, gave her the consecrated mass, and 
thus finished the ceremony. 

In' the principal building of t'1e establishment, we had an opportu .. 
nity of witnessing those rites which, from their general resemblance to 
the ceremonies of the Roman Catholic church, gave 80 much offence 
to the early missionaries. They fully justified Ule exclamation of 
Father Premare, that " in no other part of the world has the prin~e of 
darkness so well counterfeited the holy manners of the true church." 
The temple was large, of an oblong square in form, and contained 
upwards of a hundred idols reputed of various degrees and kinds of 
influence: In the centre of its 'area were a group of sllperio~ deities 
exalted on a platform some teet tr~m the ground, leaving on all sides 
a wide aisle between it and the walls of the building. Along these 
were arranged the minor deities, or more properly speaking deifi~ 
men. Vessels of incense stood on altar~ before all the principal i<!ols. 
In their vicinity were gongs, drums, a hollow instrument of W~t 
in from resembling a human skull, and many other musical ins~~ 
ments. Mats were strewn around for the' convenience of the w.or~ 

~ . . . 
shipper8.···~ 

Summoned at different hours of the day and night by th.e}~JJ4,t.g.pf 
a bell, the bonz.es repaired to this temple to perform th~ir d~votions. 
One of the chief ceremonies. commenced about four Q~~~~ jnth~ 
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afternoon. At this hOUT bare-headed ~onzes, clothed in long cJQaks 
deseend1~gto their aneles, 'some ofa yellow, and others of a dark 
bro_noolour, were seeh issuing from all the surrounding buildings • 

. Ov-erthese they wore a kind of scarf that crossed their left shoulders, 
and was fastened by an ivory ring under the right arm; and 
some of them had on theil' left breasts pieces of white copper !hich 
might bave been taken tbr orders of knighthood. Having entered 
the temple, they all, excepting one of the principal priests, knelt 
around the idols. lIe began the ceremony by lighting a sandal-wood 
match at a taper that was burning on the altar; and having prayed 
with it in his hand for a few seconds, carried it to the door of the 
temple, and fixed it in a small post that stood without. Returning to 
the altar, he took up a small vessel containing rice, and having also 
prayed over it, carried it to the door, and placed it before the burn.ing 
mat<..4i. He then consecrated a cup of sam-tchoo in the same 
manner, and placed it by the side of the rice; again knelt before 
them, and having prayed for some minutes, emptied both cups 
upon the altar, and r~joined his brethren. During the consecration, 
the whole company of bonzes chaupted in measured time, anel 
appeared to be regulated in their pauses by a man who every now 
and then struck the woodeh head occasioning a ringing s()lmd. 
Having continued on their knees for some time, they suddenly arose, 
and forming into two lines marchecj. chaunting several times round 
the temple, and then dispersed. 

Near the temple was a library of rdigiou~ books, containing the 
doctrines of Fo, descriptions of local ceremonial observances, and 
fi~res of the idols in very correct outline; and attached to the library 
w.~ an office in which they were printed. Nothing could be more 
s.ilftple than the method of printing which I saw practised. On a 
piece of wood about two feet square, carved into the necessary 

wraCters" ~nd covered with ink, a thin. paper was la~d, w~ich ha~ing 
~een · PJ'eSsoo. down by the hand, received the desired ImpreSSIOn. 
Tb.ei·utJe of moveable types in wood' is confined to the printing of 
tU.I :PekinG4zetteand a few other periodical works. All others are 
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printed in 'sterebtype. The tt~e of moveable· fn~tallic'types may' per
haps, atiint) distant period, become general in theempitetua 
m~nu'faetory()f them in block tin is alteady e·stablishedat Macao for 
.':h.eof the British factory. The" casters and {.'ut.tenrare ,Chinese, 
1&0 execute their wotk with great precision and despatch. 
;:~About tert·o'clock on the morning of tIle twentieth of January, His 
Eiceliency, accompa.nied by his suite, embarked in his barge; and, 
attended by the boats of the Alceste and Lyra and of the other 
British: &hips then lying at Wham po a, took leave of the 'city of 
Cantton. 
:1lie Viceroy'~ curiosity induced him to station himself in his 

yacht near the spot where he expected they would pass, for the sake 
of witnessing the procession; but finding the boats taking a direc
tion not likely to give him an opportunity of effecting his purpose, 
sent his card to the Ambassador requesting him to steer nearer 
to his yacht. His Lordship returned the card and directed Captain 
Maxwell to eontinue his course. . 

About four o'clock the Embassy reached the' Alceste, and ea.rly 
the following morning got upder weigh, and passing the batteries 
at the mouth of the river received their successi\"e salutes. 

(..' 

As we passed down the river, a large 'llUll1ber of pigs, which formed 
part of some imperial supplies to the ships, died and were throwl! 
overboard, proving rich prizes to many Chinese, who in small 
boats attended the ship to pick up any animal or vegetable ,matter 
that might be ~Jected from them. On obtaining a carease' they 
immediately cut it up, washed and salted it,and no doubt sold it.,to 
other European ships as prime meat; not because they disliked 
such food, for no disease disqualifies the carease of an 'animal for the 
butcher;,' shambles in China, but ~ccause they considered the entrails 
delicious fiue. . 

The Chinese ure less fastidious than perhaljs any other people iill 
I,,, 

the'choice of their food, feeding on those animals which, amongst 
other nations are {~onsidered unclean, and upon the parts of animals 
which are usually r~iected with disgust. They prove indeed that the 
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meana' of hUmatl 'lI,lsteRao.ee Ne much more numerous and wi4ely 
diftUsedthan is cOmmonly suppO$ed. The " wealthy, indeed, liVt~ 
upon food which all over the world would ~e considered whole
~eand luxurious; and of the kinds.ofme&t oonsumedby oth~ 
nations, like beef the least and pork the most; to these they add 
venison, shark»" nns, beche de mer, and birds' nests bought at 
enormous prices. The middling classes live chiefly upon ricel:ln4 on 
por~, which we found the best meat in China: horse Hesh iii eatflp 
by the Tartars, and i8 , sold in tpe markets at a higher price than beet: 
It has beenjustly remarked by some writer, that it would bemucl~ 
IDOre difficult to say ;what the lower class of Chinese do not, than 
what ' th~y do -eat. DOgs, cats, and rats, nre exposed for sale in~e 
Dil8Fk~, and eaten by those who can afford to purchase other food. 
In a,' mop .at 1: ... tung the same price, abol.lt eightecll-pen'ce, was 
as~ed of one of the Embassy for a pbeasant and a cat. In a coun
try 'where a dreadful destruct.ion of vegetable food is sometimes pro·, 
duc~d by the ravages of locusts, it is fortunate if the inhabitants 
'can find nouri~hmeut in the bodies of their plunderers; and that 
suel,. · is the case in China, where, according to the statement of 
varj9\l8 writers, swarms of locusts in some provinces often eat up 
ev~ry "green thing," is not ~mprobable, as our boatmen considered 
,gras8hoppers roasted alive a very delicate repast. i/f The ordinary 
nutriment of these people~ like that, of all the lowest class qf Chinese, 
WNw-bat :Adam Smith has fitly called the" nastiest garbage." They. 
fattened·on the blood ,and entrails of the fowls killed in our boats, and . 
,eagetly: seized the vilest offals tha,t could be rejected from a slaughter .. 
ho~; and ' when these could not be obtained, ate rice or millet; 
~8onedwitll.a preparation of putrid fish that sent forth a stench quite 

TJieepeoiea ''''~ Utey went.em .mo8tgencl,,,Ily lO,eat WIW the GrylltlS nasuttli. 



CHARACTER OF THE CHINESE" . 
intolerable to Eur6pean organs. The Chinese, " as 'De Gui2tlei ' ,'ltaS 
remarked, are 'utterly insensible to bad smells. 

&(q);e I take leave of China, I sho~dd be glad to state what is 
tbe: i.i~pTession on my mind with regard to the natural character 
of ':its :': people~ but find it very difficult to form any concluSion 

. resPecting it, even to my own satisfaction. l>el1lons travelii~g 
in a country in which they are looked upon by the govern: 
ment as objects of jealousy,- and by the people as ' beings. in 
~llrespects inferior to themselves~ must ' have continualli~ to 
contend with prejudices likely to defeat their attempt~/"t forming 
ae~rred estimate of tlle inhabitants. \Vith '~,e higheI" 'or better iQ-

. . .~ ,.. .' . ' 

formed classes of society, for they are essentially the same in China, 

we ~ad,~very little hltercoUfse tha~ was. not pure) y . ,o~cial;.~r . eere-' 
mODlOllS; and on all these occaSiOns fOlmo them "So cqse<f1~n the 
armour of form that it was hnpossihle to " r~ch th'eir naturafc~a
racter, or to depc~lo o~ their jnf()rmati~n as' the simple' stafemen,f of 
matters of fact. . l\1y own opportunity of conversing with ~ a' man 
of "rank, I have already had occasion to' ni~nfion iQ the course of 
this work, and ~t the same time to poiutout'. his 'proneness' to 
falsify. He seemed only anxious to plea~e the person he was con-. " 

versj~g with at the tinie1 with very little regard to veracity. Olir tn,ost. . 
extensive 'intercourse was with the trading part of the COIl)fflluiity,. 
of whom I have little to add to what I h~_ve before stated, ' 8flme1y, 
that in their dealings with the Embassy ., t-heygenerally proved 
themselves cheats when their interest 4id n.' compel them ' tobe 
honest. 'It i~ but fair, however, to re~a~k thattheprinciple' ori theat~ 
ing iSBo legitimated amongst. them by tht: 'gcnefal practice and· tole~ 

. - ' - '~" 

ration of their countrymeri'", as to be eonsidcood . rather as a neces-
sary qualification to the successful practic~ of' tlleir calling, .~am 
as an immoral quality. In some instances, I found the love 
of gain curiously contrasted with a ~ady disposrti9u t6 give. 
Thdse . who had exacted from me with the gre~estp~rtina-ittJ , all ' 
they could obtain whilst bargaining ~with me in their' eoo.ps, · 1vhuRl' 
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freely give me theu,,"much valued plants that de{~orated their court 
yards. On the banks of thePei-ho, aftet purchasing· of an itinerant 
salesman, under the 'l~mal circumstances, some trifling article, I 
stopped to examine a well wrought chain apparently of silver~ 
from which his little apparatus was suspended: he immediately 
unfastened, and begged me to accept, and was evidently much mor

tified at my.refusing it . . 
. Of the middling class of people, if such there were distinct from 

,that of the mercantile, we had no opportunity 'of judging, ex(!epting 
as they mi~ht form a part of the crowds which surrounded us in the 
neighbourl'\ood of towns and cities. In these assemblages, an eager 
curiosity assimilated' the characters of the whole mass. 

Amongst the lowest orders of Chinese a~jeet penury appeared to 
have ~tillguished most of the qualities which distinguish ulan from 
infe~ior animals, save that of national importance, for even theRe people 
pridea. themselves on being members of the" celestial empire." ' 

In the peasantry alone, were we likely to find any approach to 
what might be call~,d the radical character of the people; and as 
far as my experience has gone respecting it, it is all in favour of it~ 
'Himplicity and amiableness. Before my unlucky illness, I was often 
enabled to get amongst them apart from my friends and usual atten
dant soldiers, and always found them mild, forbearing, and humane. 

Respecting the validity of those general charges of' inhumanity 
brought against the whole Chinese people, and kmnded on their 
reputed practice of infanticide, and their apat.hy in withholding 
aBBRu.,nce to their cdbntrymen when in danger) my information is 
chiefly of a neg~tivekind. It will readily be supposeu, that in our 
liliilost linear ·;.progress through the empire, we were not in tile way 
of obtaining a sufllcieItt number of facts fur estimating the different 
dearees of credibility ~ttached to the statements *, according as lit.tle 

t· ,± 

. ,A •. latd·~i'r G\.'Off.,J:e Stnuntou elitlmatcd the yearly amOijnt of infantile ~xpO.,urcs ~n 
~'citl oT Pekin alon'lat 2000, ,Mr. Barrow nqlOOO, Knd mnny (lfthe MisslOnnne:o; IStI]1 
hlgber~ 
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OIl the ~ubject of inu..icide as on that of pitpulation, respeeting 
the causes and extent o£ the exposure of children.in China. &tt 
granting that any of these statements are. well founded, it will 
~ca.rcely be believe8.j that, in passing over its populous rivers through 
upwards· of sixteen hundred miles of country, we should meet with 
no proofs of its mere existence; yet such has been the tact, for not 
even · that very equivocal and variously explained circumstance of 
infants supported above water by gourds fastened to their ·necks *, 
fell under our notice, nor indeed any other that could lead to a 
belief of its practice. The experience of De Guignes, whom I 
have so often quoted, and of whose accuracy we aU had frequ~t 
proofs, was of a similar nature. He has had occasion to declare 
that in his route through the whole extent of China, in travelling 
by water he never saw an infant drowned; and in travelling by land, 
although he had been early in the morning in cities and vil1~s, 
and at all hours on the highways, he never saw an infant exposed 
or dead . 

... As the different modes of accounting for the fact that childrcnare sometimes found in 
China floating in the water, with gourds round their n<.'Cks to prevent their sinking, a1l'ord 
an illustration of the difficulty of Rniving at prcdse information respecting infanticide in 
China, I subjoin the f(,Hawing quotations: "11 fuut pourtnnt qnt' nom; disions un mot 
de ccs enfaos qu'on jette dans In riviere Rprcl; lem uvoir lie au dos un courge ouide, de 
!>orte qu'ils flottent long temps avant d'e,(pirer ••.•. Ges infortuDt!s enfams sont des 
victimes ofiertcs a }'csprit de In riviere, d'aprcs des orac1es, en vcrtu d'lIn 80rt, ou en execu
tive d'un devouement." Memoires conCCl"llnnt les Chinois, tom. ii. p. 400. 

" ThOl!e whose con!itant reaidence is upon the water, and wtose poverty, or ~upentition, 
or t.)ta1 wont of sensibility, ~r whatever the cause may be, that leads them to the .peq>e
tration of un act against which nature revolts, sometimes, it ill said, expoRt' tbeir infanta 
b,v throwing them iato the canal or river, with l1 gourd tied round their necks, to keep 
the head above water', and prc!lervc them alive ttntil some hU18BaC person may be ind~ 
to pull ,~hcm up/' Travels ill China, by John Ul)fOW, p. 170. . . 

" Quant Ii cc que 1'0n (lit qU'elles attachent une calabnsse'surle dOB des enfans pour les 
fairefletter plus long-terns, afin de donner Ie terns a qucl'lue personne charitable de leur 
sauver Ia vie, cUes 11e Ie font '~uc pour avoir elles-mtimes Ie moyen de les secourir dan8 le 
cal> on Ies tomber.:>it Ii In riviere. J'ai ete t6moin d'un pareil accident; 1a mere loin d'aban
,lonner son fi18 a liOn malheureux sort, ne filt tranquille (lue lorsquc ('lie Ie reyit d~s ses 
bra"," Voyage .. Peking, tom. ii. p.289. 
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The tales of Chinese infanticide had made Ine very watchful for 
every circumstance that could illustrate the ordinary state of those 
feelings that must be violated in its commission; and had certainly 
led me to look for a lower degree· of parental affection in China 
than in other countries. Under this impression I recorded in my 
journal nlany examples of parental tenderness, which now appeal' 
almost too trivial to mention. I may be permitted, however, to 
state, that in the multitudes who oft.en assembled about us, I have 
repeatedly seen parents in the lowest rank of life expose them
selves to the lashes and insults of the soldiers in defending their 
children from the pressure of' the crowd; and that ~hilst I often 
witne~sed all the acknowledged proofs of the existence of this prin
ciple in its perfection, I on no occasion observed an instance of its 
defectiveness. 

That infanticide is practised in ChiI]a, especially in times of dread
ful S<'..arcity, to which, from the nature of the government, and the 
corruption of local officers, that country is peculiarly 8uqject, the 
concurring testimony of many authors scarcely admits of a doubt; 
hut that it ever materially affects the amount of population,and 
still less that it ever depends on any general want of that divine 
and uncontrollable principle which guards the safety of off.~pl'ing, 
the entire absence of all evidence, within our experience, even of 
its mere existence, does not allow me to believe. From all that I 

• 
was capable of observing, and fi·om all that I was enabled to learn, 
I am quite of the opinion expressed hy 'lit eloquent writer, "That 
when. the parent has any possible means of supporting his off'lpring, 
there is no country where maternal affection is stronger than in 
China."" 

Regarding the alleged indifference of the Chinese to the fate of a 
fellow-creature struggling for life, of which Mr. MoiLeod has had OCr 

casionto r~cOrd a frightful, instance- in his voyage to Lew-chew, but 

Lord Macartney's Journal of an Embassy to China. 


