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DPEDICATION .

certain periods, the very fources of that great-
nefs. |

BuT as Pride, Ambition, and an immoderate
thirft of Conqueft, were the motives of thefe re-
fearches, no real advantage. could poflibly accrue to
mankind in general, from inquiries proceeding upon

fuch deformed and noxious principles.

IN later times, which have been accounted more
enlightened, ftill a wor{® motive fucceeded to that of
ambition; Avarice led the way in all expeditions, cru-
elty amd oppreflion followed : todHcover and to de-
ftroy feemed to mean the fame thing ; and, what was
ftill more extraordinary, the innocent fufferer was
ftiled the Barbarian ; while the bloody, lawlefs inva-
der, flattercd himfelf with the name of Chriftian.

Wit Your MajEsTyY’s reign, which, on many
accounts, will for ever be a glorious =ra in the 2n-
nals of Britain, began the emancipation of difcovery
frem the imputation of cmehyand Critives.




DEDICATION.

¥ r was a golden age, which united humanity and
[ctence, éxcmptcd men of liberal minds and educa-
fion, e_g;ployed,in the nobleft of all occupations, that
of exgﬂing the diftant parts of the Globe, from be-
ing.any longer degraded, and rated as little better
than the Buccaneer, or pirate, becaufe they had, till

then, in manners been nearly fimilar.

It is well known, that an uncertainty had ftll
remained concerning the forfn, quantity, and confift-
ence of theearth § and this, in fpite of all their abili-
ties mdinjprovemnt, met philofophers in many ma-
terial inveftigations and delicate calculations. Uni-
verfal benevolence, a diftinguithing quality of Your
Majzsty, led You to take upon Yourfelf the direc-
tion of the mode, and furnifhing the means of remo-
ving thefe doubts and difficulties for the common be-
nefit of mankind, who were all alike interefted in

therg.

By Your Maize7y's command, for thefe great pur-

pofes, ;your fleets pesietrated into unknown feas,
fraught
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prote&ion there, the place “was fo unhnpf)ify ;mt..-o'ﬂ'
from the reft of mankind, that even Your-Ma jesmy’s
name and virtues had never yet bon.kmmm heard
of there. . S ’ \
Tur fituation of the country was barely known,
no mere ‘placed under the moft inctement fkies, in -
part furmunded by impenetrable foréfts, where, from
the beginming, the beafts had eftablifhed a fovereign-
'ty uninterrupted by man, in part by vaft deferts of
moving fands, where nothing was ’"’tdiﬁ’eé»fa&ﬁﬂ”‘éhat
had the breath of life, thefe terrible barriers inclofed
men more bloédyaand ferocious than the beafts A
felves, and more fatal to’ tmvéﬂfen &e“fﬂs
that encompaﬂ'ed them; and thus“ hutsup, thby had
been long growing every day more Barbaror S and

defied, by rendetmg it !dangcm ‘the cﬁmﬁny

travellers of evory nation.

o Y "}1 1T ‘:j:f i :

| fidgtable of your M-

STY's: fubjeéts, yet not theleaft-defirous iﬁspmmng
xmy duty. by promoting - -)M Mam'n(l M@qd

ALTHOUGH the lca& co
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plan of difcovery 3s much as the weak endeavours of
afingle perfon,could, pnprotedted, forlorn, and glone,
oratsimes aflociated to beggars and banditti, as they
offered, I undertook, this defperate journey, and did
m{,té:lm .an el out of my propofed way till I had
completed it: It was the firft difcovery agtempted in
Xous; Magramvia;peigp- . From Egype 1 pengtrated
into this country, through Arabia on one fide; pafl-
-ing through melancholy and dreary deferts; ventila-
. ted with poifonous winds, and glowing with eternal
fun-beams, whofe names are as unknown in geogra-
‘ph}:'as are thofe of the antc(;iluvian world. In the
fix years employed in this furvey 1 defcribed a circum-
ference whofe greater axis compre hded twenty-
two ‘dcgf‘f-.?ﬁﬁﬁfifhc;@?ﬁ.dian’ in which dreadful circle
was contained all that is terrible to the feelings, pre-
: Judxﬁxﬁltp the, hgﬁl‘t’h,__c‘)r\fatal to the life of man.

In laying the ‘account -of thefe Travels at Your
PN 7M\&31§51‘25!3~ feet, I humbly hope I have fhewn to
" . the-world of what value the efforts of every indivi-

' ‘MMW-MA jesTy’s fubjects may be; that num-
¢ . - .
Foananne .-
'
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bers are not always neceffary to the performance of
great and brilliant actions, and that no difficulties +or
dangers are unfurmountable to a heart warm with
affetion and duty to his Soverelgn, ]ealous, of the
honour of his mafter, and devoted to the glory gf his
country, now, under Your MajEsTY’s wife, merci-
ful, and juft reign, defervedly looked up to as Qleen

of Nations. I am, ‘ V,.e,,

SIR, i ‘

@

YOUR MAJESTY’s

Moft faithful Subje&, .. ..~
" And moft dutiful Servant,

.‘ o

JAMES BRUQE.

gl
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INTRODUCTION.

HOWEVER little the reader may be converfant with an-
cient hiftories, in all probability he will know, or have
heard this much in general, that the attempt to reach the
Source of the Nile, the principal fubject of this publication,
from very carly ages interefted all fcientific nations: Nor
‘was this great objec feebly profecuted, as men, the firft for
wifdom, fq learning, and {pirit (a moft neceflary qualifica-
tion in this undertaking)very eagneftly interefted themfelves
about the difcovery of the fources of this famous river, till
difappointment followed difappointment fo faft, and confe-
quences produced otherconfequencesfo fatal, that the defign
was entirely given over, as having, upon the faireft trials, ap-
peared impracticable. Even conquerors at the head of im-
menfearmies, whohad firftdifcovered and then fubdued great
part of the world, were forced to lower their tone here, and
dared {carcely to extend their advances toward this difcovery,
beyond the limits of bare wifthes. At length, if it was not
forgot, it was however totally abandoned from the caufes
above mentioned, and with it all further topographical in-
quiries in that quarter.

Uron the revival of learning and of the arts, the curiofity
‘ ,Qf maﬁkmd had returned with unabated vigour towards

Y L,I A this
» . .
. g ’
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it "INTRODUCTION,

this object, but all attempts had met with the fame difficul-
ties as before, till, in the beginning of his Majefty’s reign,.
the unconquerable {pirit raifed in this nation by a long atd
glorious war, did very naturally refolve itfelf into a {piris
of adventure and inquiry at the return of peace, one of the:
firft-fruits of which was the difcovery of thefe coy foun-
tains ¥, till now concealed from the world in general,.

L

L
o

Tue great danger and difficuliies of this journey were:
well known, but it was likewife knowsr that it had been
completely performed without difappointment or misfor=
tune, that it had been attended with.an apparatus of books
and inftruments, which feldom accompanies the travels of
an individual ; yet {ixteen years had.elapfed without any ac. ‘
- count appearing, which feemed to mark an unufual felf.
denial, or an abfolute indifference towards the.w’i,ﬂzes of.the:

public..

c

Men, according to their different genii'u‘ and difpofitions,.
attempted by different ways to penetrate the caufe of this
filence. The candid, the learned, that fpecies. of men, in

..o JBne,

* This epithet given to the fprings from which the Nile rifes, was borrowed from a very-
clegant Englih poem that appeared in Dr Maty's Review for May 1786, It was fent.
to me by my friend Mr Barrington, to'whom it was attributed, although'from modefty he
difclaims it.  Erom whatever hand it comes, the, poet. is defired w0 accept of my humble
thanks. Tt was reccived with univerfal applaufe wherever it was circulated, and a.confideras
ble number of copies was printed at the defire of the public. Accident feemed to bave -
placed it in Dr Maty’s book with peculiar propriety, by havifig joined it to's fragment of®
Adiofto, thep firt publifhed, in the fame Review. It bas fince been. gitributed to Mr Mafon:. (/“
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fine, for whom only it is worth while totravel or to write, fup-
poling (perhaps with fome degree of truth) that an undefer-
ved and unexpeted neglet and want of patronage had
been at leaft part of the caufe, adopted a manner, which,
being the moft liberal, they thought likely to fucceed : They
endeavoured to entice me by holding out a profpect of a
more, generous difpofition in the minds of future minifters,
when I thould thew the claim I had upon them by having
promoted the glory of the nation. Others, whom I mention
only for the fake of comparifon, below all notice on any
other ground, attempted to fucceed in this by anonymous
letters and paragraphs in the newfpapers; and thereby ab-
furdly endeavoured to oblige me to publith an account of

_thofe travels, which they affected at the fame time to believe
I had neverperformed.

Bur it is with very great pleafure and readinefs I do now
declare, that no fantaftical or deformed motive, no peevith
difregard, much lefs contempt of the judgment of the
world, had any part in the delay which has happencd to this

- publication: I look upon their impatience to fee this work
as an earneft of their approbation of it, and a very great
honour done tome; and if I had flill any motive to defer
{fubmitting thefe obfervations to their judgment, it could
only.be that I might employ that interval in polifhing and
making them more worthy of their perufal. The candid
and inftructed public, the impartial and unprejudiced
fareigncr, are tribygnals merit fhould naturally appeal to; it

o : is there it always has found fure protection againft the in-

ﬂuencc of cabals, and the virulent flrokes of malice, envy,
and ;gnorance

/ S A2 Ir



iv INTRODUCTION.

It is with a view to give every poflible information to
my reader, that in this introduction I lay before him the
motives upon which thefe travels were undertaken, the ordéy
and manner in which they were executed, and fome account
of the work itfelf, as well of the matter as the diftribution
of it. ot

Every one will remember that period, fo glorious to
Britain, the latter end of the miniftry of the late Earl of _
Chatham. I wasthen returned from a rour through thegreat-
eft part of Europe, particularly through the whole of Spain
and Portugal, between whom there then was an appearance
of approaching war. 1 was about to retire to a fmall pa-
trimony I had received from my anceftors, in order to em-
brace a life of ftudy and reflection, nothing more active
appearing then within my power, when chance threw me
unexpeétedly into a very {hort and very defultory convcrfa.-
tion with Lord Chatham. a

It was a few days after this that Mr Wood, then under-
fecretary of ftate, my very zealous and fincere friend, ‘in-
formed me that Lord Chatham intended to éemploy me upon
a particular fervice ; that, however, 1 might go down for a
few weeks to my own country to fettle my affairs, but by
all means to be ready upon a call. Nothing could be more
flattering to me than fuch an offer; when fo young, to be
thought worthy by Lord Chatham of any employment, was
doubly a preferment. No time was loftéon my fide ; but,
juft after my recciving orders to return.to London, his
Lordthip had gone to Bath, and refigned his office. '

. oy
«  Ruis

8 e
[
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Tuis difappointment, which was the more fenfible to
me, that it was the firft I had met in public life, was pro-
mifed to be made up to me by Lord Egremont and Mr
George Grenville. The former had been long my friend,
but unhappily he was then far gone in a lethargic indifpo-
fition, which threatened, and did very foon put a period to
hig egiftene. With Lord Egremont’s death my expectations
vanithed. Further particulars are unncceflary, but I hope
that at leaft, in part, they remain in that breaft where they
naturally ought to be, and where 1 fhall ever think, not
to be forgotten, is to be rewarded.

SeveN or eight months were paft in an expenfive and

.fruitlefs attendance in London, when Lord Halifax was
pleafed, nog only to propofe, but to plan for me a journey
of confiderable importance, and which was to take up feve-
ral years. His Loxrdfhip faid, that nothing could be more
ignoble, than that, at fuch a time of life, at the height of
my reading, health, and activity, I thould, as it were, turn
peafant, and voluntarily bury myfelf in obfcurity and idle-
nefs ; that though war was now drawing fafl to an end,
full as honourable a competition remained among men of
fpirit, which {hould acquit themfelves beft in the danger-
ous line of ufeful adventure and difcovery. * He obferved,
that the coaft of Barbary, which might be faid to be juft at
our door, was as yet but partially explored by Dr Shaw, who
had only illuftrated (very judicioufly indeed) the geogra-
phical labours of §anfon *; that neither Dr Shaw nor San-

! fon

Y
.

” .
§vau
* HY was ng a flave to the Bey of Conftantina, and appears to have been a man of capu-
. , : .
Clty‘ ¢ .
' L
: » e - ¢
| . 3_,‘%. 2
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fon had been, or had pretended to be, capable of giving the
public any detail of the large and magnificent. remains
of ruined architecture which they both vouch to have
feen in great quantities, and of exquifite elegance and per-
fection, all over the country. Such had not been their
ftudy, yet fuch was really the tafte that was required in the
prefent times. He wifhed therefome that I fhould b¢ the
firft, in the reign juft now beginning, to fet an example of
making large additions to the royal colleétion, and he pled-
ged himfelf to be my fupporter and patron, and to make
good to me, upon this additional merit, the promifes which
had been held forth to me by former minifters for other.
fervices.

Tuz difcovery of the Source of the Nile wag alfo a fub-
jeét of thefe converfations, but it was always mentioned to
me with a kind of diffidence, as if to be expeéted from a
more experienced traveller. Whether this was but another
way of exciting me to the attempt I thall not fay; but my
heart in that inftant did me juftice to fuggeft, that:this, too,
was either to be aichieved by me, or to remain, as. it had
done for thefe laft two thoufand years, a defiance to all
travellers, and an opprobrium to geography, o s o

ForTuNE feemed to enter into this fchgme. At ‘the1 very
inftant, Mr Afpinwall, very cruelly and ignominioufly treated
by the Dey of Algiers, had refigned his confulthip, and Mr.
Ford, a merchant, formerly the Dey’s acguaintance, was na-
med in his place. MrFord was appointed, and dying a few
days after, the confulfhip became vacant. Lord Halifax
preﬂ‘ed me to accept of this, as containing all fort of conve-
nicncies for making the propofed expedmon. : \

2 ‘ SRTIE
( , e o "

( ’ <
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Tnurs favourable event finally determined me. I had alb
my life applied unweariedly, perhaps with more love than
talent, to drawing, the practice of mathematics, and cfpe-
¢rdlly that part neceffary to aftronomy. The tranfit of Ve-
nus was at hand. It was certainly known that ic would be
vifible once at Algiers, and there was great reafon to expect
it mjgher be twice: Ihad furnithed myfelf with a large ap-
paratve of inftruments, the completeft of their kind for the
obfervation.. In the choice of thefe I had been aflifted by
my friend'Admiral Campbell, and Mr Rufiel fecretary to the
Turkey Company; every other neceflaty had been provided
in proportion: It was a pleafure now to know: thar it was
not from a rock or-a wood, but from my own houfe at Al-
giers, 1 could deliberately take meafures to place myfelf in
the lift of men of fcience of all nations, who were then pre-
paring for the fame fcientific purpofe.. |

Tuus prepared, I fet out for Italy, through France ; and
though it was in time of war, and fome firong objections
had ‘been made to particular paffports folicited by our go.
vernment from the French fecretary of ftate, Monficur de
Choeifeul moft'obligingly waved all fuch exceptions with re-
gard to me, and moft politely aflured me, in a- letter ac~
companying my paflport, that thofe difficulties did not in
any thape-regard me, but that'l was perfectly at liberty to
pafs through, or remain in France, with thofe that accom-
panied 'me, without limiting their number, as fhort or as
long a-time as fhould be agreeable to me..

A

‘« ON my arrival ar Rome I received orders to proceed to
. Napies, there .to.await his Majefty’s further commands. Sir
Charles $aunders, then with a fleet before Cadiz, had orders
7 . .- ' to.

oV A . £ :



viii ANTRODUCTION.

to vifit Malta before he returned to England. It was - faid,
that the grand-mafter of that Order had bebaved fo im-
properly to Mr Hervey (afterwards Lord Briftol) in the be-
ginning of the war, and fo partially and unjuftly betweeén
the two nations during the courfe of it, that an explanation
- on our part was become neceflary. The grand-mafter no
fooner heard of my arrival at Naples, than guefling the
errand, he fent off Cavalier Mazzini to London, where he

at once made his peace and his comphmcnts to his Maaeﬁy
upon his acceflion to the throne.

Noruinc remained now bu't to tﬁ%@iﬁ:ﬁiom@f' mymn-‘
fulthip. I returned without lofs of time to Rome, and
thence to Leghorn, where, having embarked on board the
Montreal man of war, I proceeded to Algiers. : .

WLk at Naples, I received from flaves, redeemed from
the province of Conftantina, accounts of magnificent ruins
they had feen while traverfing that country in the camp
with their mafter the Bey. I faw the abfolute neceflity there
was for afliftance, withour which it was impoflible for any
one man, however diligent and qualified, to ‘do ‘any thing
but bewilder himfelf. All my endeavours; however, had
“hitherto been unfuccefsful to perfuade any Irtalian to put
himifelf wilfully into the hands of a’people conftantly look-
ed upon by th@m m no bmter light'than ?u'ates. A b

Waive el provxamg myfelf wﬂhﬁiﬂﬂrmmm "tt M
don, I thought of one, which, though'in a ¥
“and’ unperfn& ftare, had been 'of great entertaini ""f‘ahd
“ufe to me in former travels ; this is icalled a ﬂ:amcra Ob- .
fcura, the ided of ‘which I'had Mum from zhc §pectacle
3 .. Xi-de

l' A.“ o
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de la Nature of the AbB¢ Vertot. But the prefent one was
conftru¢ted upon my own principles ; I intrufted the execu-
tion of the glafles to Mefirs Nairne and Blunt, Mathematical
mftrument-makers oppofite to the Exchange, whom I had

* ufually employed upon fuch occafions, and with whofe ca-

pacity and fidelity I had, after frequent trials, the greateft
reafon to be fatisfied.

LO

Turs, when finithed, became a large and expenfive inftru-
ment; butbeingfeparatedinto twopieces, the top and bottom,
and folding compactly with hinges, was neither heavy, cum-
berfome, nor inconvenient,andthe charge incurred by the ad-
ditions and alterations was confiderably more than compen-
fated by the advantages which accrued from them. Its body

.was an hexagon of fix-feet diameter, with a conical top; in

this, as in a ammer-houfe, the draughtfman fat unfeen, and
performed his drawing. There i§ now, 1 fee, one carried as
a thow about the flreets, of nearly the fame dimenfions,

«alled a Delincator, made on the fame principles, and feems

to be an exaét imitation of mine.

By ‘meang of this inftrument, a perfon of bur a moderate
fkill in drawing, but habituated to the eflect of it, could do
more work, and in a berter tafte, whilft executing views of
ruined architecture, in one hour, than the readieft draughtf-
man, {0 unaflifted, could do in feven ; for, with proper care,
patience, and attention, not only the elevation, and every
partofit, is taken with the urmoft truth and jufteft propor-
ton; but the light ‘and fhade, the aftual breaches as they
+ fland, vignertes, or little ornamental (hrubs, which generally
hang from and adorn the projections and edges of the feveral
members, are finely exprefled, and beautiful leflons given,
o Vo L % B how
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how to tranfport them w:th cffeét o any part where they
_appear to be wanting.

Anorucr greaterandineftimableadvantageis, thatall lands
fcapes, and views of the country, which conftitute the back-
ground of the picture, are real, and in the reality fhew, very
ftrikingly indeed, in fuch a country as Africa, abounding in
picturefque fcenes, how much nature is fuperior to the crea-
tion of the warmecft genius or imagination. Momentary
malfles of clouds, efpecially the heavier ones, of ftormy {kies,
will be fixed by two or three unftudied firokes of a pencil ;
and figures and drefs, in the mofl agrecable attitudes and
folds, lcave traces that a very ordinary hand might {peedily
make his own,or, what is {till better, cnable him with thefe
elements to ufe the afliftance of the beft artift he can find in ._
every line of painting, and, by the help of thele, give to
cach the utmoft poflible perfetion; a pratice which I
have conftantly preferred and followed with fuccefs.

It is true, this inftrument has a fundamental defect in.
the laws of optics ; but this is obvious, and known una-
voidably to exift; and he muft be a very ordinary genius
indeed, and very lame, both in theory and practice, that can-
not apply the neceflary correion,, with little trouble, and
m a very fhort time.

I was fo well pleafed with the firft trial of this infirument:
at Julia Czfarca, now Sherfhell, about 6o miles from Al.
gicrs, that I commiflioned a fmaller ong-from Italy, which,
though negligently and ignorantly made, did me this good
fervice, that it enabled me to fave my larger and more’

? Perfg&
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perfet one, in my unfortunate fthipwreck at Bengazi  the
ancient Berenice, on the fthore of Cyrenaicum ; and this was
of infinite fervice to me in my journcy to Palmyra.

Tuus far a great part of my wants were well fupplied, at
lIcaftfuch ascould be forcfeen, but 1ftill labouredundermany.
Be&des that fingle province of ruined architeéture, there
reinfined feveral others of cqual importance to the public.
The narural hiftory of the country, the manners and lan-
guages of the inhabitants, the hiftory of the hcavens, by a
conftant obfervation of, and attention to which, a ufeful
and intelligible map of the country could be obtained, were
objects of the utmoft confequence.

Pacxinc and repacking, mounting and rectifying thefe
inftrument? alone, befides the attention and time neceflary
in wfing them, requircd what would have occupied one man,
if they had been continual, which they luckily were not,
and he fufficiently inftru&ted. 1 therefore endeavoured to
procure fuch a number of afliftants, that thould each bear
his thare ir} thefe feveral departments ; not one only, but
three or four if poflible. I was now engaged, and part of
my pride was to thew, how eafya thing it was to difappoint
the idle prophecies of theignorant, that thisexpedition would
be {pent in pleafure, without any profit to the public. [ wrote
to {cveral correfpondents,MrLumifden,Mr Strange,Mr Byers,
and others in different parts of Italy, acquainting them of my
fituation, and begging their afliftance, Thefe gentlemen
kindly ufed their utmoft endeavours, but in vain.

B2

This will bgex] wined afterwends,



xii INTRODUCTION.

It is true, Mr Chalgrin, a young French ftudent in archi-
teCture, accepted the propofal, and fentaneat {pecimen of rec-
tilineal archite&ture. Even this gentleman might have
been of fome ufe, but his heart failed him ; he would have

ed the credit of the undertaking, without the fatigues
of the journey. At laft Mr Lumifden, by accident, heard of a
young man who was then ftudying architecture at Rome, a
native of Bologna, whofe name was Luigi Balugani. 4 can
appeal to Mr Lumifden, now in England, as to the extent of
this perfon’s practice and knowledge, and that he kncw
very little when firt fent to me. In the twenty months
which he ftaid with me at Algiers, by afliduous application
to proper fubjects under my inftruction, he became a very
confidcrable help to me, and was the only one that ever |
made ufe of, or that attended me for a moment, or ever
touched onc reprefentation of archite¢ture in any part of my
journey. He contradked andncurable diftemper in Paleftine,
and dicd after a long ficknefs, foon after I entered Ethiopia,,
after having fuflcred conftant ill-health from the time he:
left Sidon.

Wuiee travelling in Spain, it was a thought which fre-
quently fuggefted itfelf to me, how little informed the
world yet was in the hiftory of that kingdom and mo-
narchy. The Moorifh part in particular, when it was moft
celebrated for riches and for {cience, was fecarcely known
but from fome romances or novels. It {eemed an under.
taking worthy of a man of letters to refcue this period
from the oblivion or neglect under which it laboured:
Materials were not wantiqg for this, as a confiderable num-
ber gf ‘books remained in a neglected and almoft unknown
Janguage, the Arabic. 1 endeavoured to find accefs to.fome



INTRODUCTION. X1

of thofe Arabian manufcripts, an immenfe colletion of
which were every day perithing in the duft of the efcurial,,
and was indulged with feveral converfations of Mr Wall,"
then minifter, cvery one of which convinced me, that the
objeétions to what I withed were founded fo flrongly
in prejudice, that it was not even in his power to remove
them. '

‘ArL my fuccefs in Europe terminated in the acquifition
of thofé¥ew printed Arabic books that I had found in Hol-
land, and thefe were rather biographers than general hifto-
rians, and contained little in point of general information.
The fludy of thefe, however, and of Maracci’s Koran, had
madc me a very tolerable Arab; a great field was opening
before me in Africa to complete a colle¢tion of manufcripts,
an opportuhity which I did not negledl.

ArTER 2 year {pent at Algiers, conflant converfation with
the natives whilft abroad, and with my manufcripts within
doors, had qualified me to appear in any part of the conti-
nent without the help of an interpreter. Ludolf* had af-
fured his readers, that the knowledge of any oriental lan-
guage would {foor enable them to acquire the Ethiopic, and
I needed only the fame number of books to have made my
knowledge of that language go hand in hand with my at-
tainments in the Arabic. My immediate profpect of fetting
out on my journey to the inland parts of Africa, had made
me double my:diligence’; night and day there was no re-
laxation - from théfe ftudies, although the acquiring any

‘ : fingle

i -
Ludolf, 1ib. i. cap. 15.
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fingle language had never been with me -¢ither an object of
time or difficulty.

At this inftant, inftead of obtaining the liberty I had fo-
Igited to depart, orders arrived from the king to expect his
further commands .at Algiers, and not to think of ftirring
from thence, tifl a difpute about pafiports was fettleds in
which I certainly had no concern, further than as it régard-
ed me as his Majefty’s actual fervant, for it had originated
entirely from the negleét of the former conful's Htters di-
rected to the fecretary of ftate at home, before my coming to
Algiers. '

Tue ifland of Minorca had been taken by the French; and
when the fort of St Philip furrendered by an article common-
to all capitulations, it was ftipulated, that all papers found
in the fort were to e delivered to the captors. It happened
that among thefe was a number of blank Mediterranean
pafles, which fell therefore into the hands of the French,
and the blanks were filled up by the French governor and
fecretary, who very naturally wifhed to embroil us with the
Barbary ftates, it being then the time of war with France
They were fold to Spaniards, Neapolitans, and other cne-
mies of the Barbary regencies. 'The check* (the only proof
that thefe pirates have of the veffels being a friend) agreed
perfeétly with the paffport filled up by the French gover-
nor, but the captor feeing that the crew of thefe veflels
were dark-coloured, wore muftachoes, and fpoke no Englifh,
carried the veilel to Algiers, where the Britith conful detec-

This is a rumming figure gut through the middle like the check of a lmak note.
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ed the fraud, and was under the difagrceable neceflity of
furrendering {o many Chriftians into {lavery in the hands
of their enemies.

One or two {uccefsful difcoveries of this kind made t
hungry pirates believe that the paflport of every veficl they
meg with, even thofe of Gibraltar, were falfein themfelves,
and ifued to proteét their enemies.- Violent commotions
were excited amongft the foldiery, abetted under hand
by feveggl of the neutral confuls there. By every occa-
flon I had wrote home, but in vain, and the Dey could ne-
vegbe perfuaded of this, as no an{wer arrived. Govern-
ment was occupied with winding up matters at the end
of a war, and this ncgle¢ of my letters often brought me
into great danger.. At laft a temporary remedy was found,.
whether it originated from home, or whether it was in-
vented by the governor of Makon ang Gibraltar, was ne-
ver communicated to me, but a-furer and more effectual
way of having alt the nation at Algiers maflacred could
oertainly not have been hit upon.

Square pieces of comimon paper, about the fize of a
quarter-fheet, were fealed with the arms of the governor
of Mahon, fometimes with red, fometimes with black wax,
as the family circumftances of that officer required.. Thefe
were figned by his fignature, counterfigned by that of his fe-
eretary, and contained nothingmore than a bare and fimple
declaration,thatthe vefiel, the bearer of it, wasBritith proper-
ty. Thefepapers wede called Pafevants. The cruifer, uninftruc-
ted in this when he boarded a veffel, afked for his Mediter-
ranean pafs. The mafter an{fwered, He had none, he had
ealy a3 paffavant,and fhewed the paper, which having no

| ' check,
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check, the cruifer brought him and his veflel asa good
prize into Algiers. Upon my claiming them, as was my
duty, 1 was immediatcly called before the Dey and divan,and
had it not been from perfonal regard the Turks always
ewed me, I thould not have efcaped the infults of the
{oldiery in my way to the palace. The Dey atked me, up-
on my word as a Chriftian and an Englithman, whether
thefe written paffes were according to treaty, or whether
the word paffavant was to be found in any of our treaties
with the Moorifh regencies? All equivocation wmu{clcfs
I anfwered, That thefe pafles were not according to treaty 3
that the word paflavant was not in any treaty I knewg.of
with any of the Barbary ftates ; that it was a meafure'ne-
ceflity had created, by Minorca’s falling into the hands of
the French, which had never before been the cafe, but that
the remedy would be found as foon as the greater bufinefs of
fertling the gene J peace gave the Britith miniflry time to
breathe. Upon this the Dey, holding feveral pafavants in his
hand, anf{wered, with great emotion, in thefe memorable
terms, “ The Britifh government know that we can neither
read nor write, no noteven our own language ; we arc igno-
rant foldiers and failors, robhers if you will, though we do
not wifh to rob you ; but war is our trade, and we live by that
only. Tell me how my cruifers are to know that all thefe
different writings and-feals are Governor Moltyn's, or Go-
vernor johnfton’s, and not the Duke of Medina didonia’s, or
Barcelet’s, caprain of the king of Spain’s cruifers?” It was
impoflible to anfwer a queftion fo fimple and fo direé. I
touched then the inftant of being cut to pieces by the {ol-
diery, or of having the whole Britith Mediterranean trade
carried into the Barbary ports. The candid.and open man-
nmﬁ‘m \nhlch I had fpoken, the regard and efteem’ the Dey
always
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always had fhewed me, and fomec other common methods
with the members of the regency, ftaved off the dangerous
moment, and were the means of procuring time. Admi-
rafty pafles at laft came out, and the marter was happily ad-
jufted ; but it was an affair the leaft pleafing and the leaft
profitable, and one of the moft dangerous in which 1 was
cver,engaged.

Arv this difagreeable interval I had given to fltudy, and
making ggyfelf familiar with every thing that could be ne-
ceffary to me in my intended journey. The king’s furgeon
at A.}glcrs Mr Ball, a man of confiderable meritin his pro-
feflion, and who lived in my family, had obtained leave to
return home. Before I was deprived of this affiftance, 1
had made a point of drawing from it all the advantages pof-
fible for my«future travels. Mr Ball did not grudge his
time or pains in the inftruction he gave me. I had made
myfelf mafler of the art of bleeding, which I found confift-
ed only in a little attention, and in overcoming that diffi-
dence which the ignorance how the parts lie occaficns. Mr
Ball had thewn me the manner of applying feveral forts of
bandages, and gave me an idea of drefling fome kinds of
fores and wounds. Frequentand very ufeful leflons, which
I alfo received from my friend Doctor Ruflel at Aleppo,
centributed greatly to improve:me afterwards in the know-
ledge of ‘phyfic and furgery. Ihad a fmall cheft of the mofl
efliqgcious medicines, a difpenfary to teach me to cem-
pound others that were needful, and fome fhort treatifes up-
on the acute difeafes of feveral countries within the tro-
pi¢s. Thus inftructed, I flatter myfelf, no offcnce I hope,
I did not occafion a greater mortality among the Maho-
metans and Pagans abroad, than may be attributed to

fomc
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fome of my brother phyficians among their fellow.Chrifti=
ans at home..

Tue rev. Mr Tonyn, the king's chaplain at Algiers, was
abfent upon leave before I arrived in that regency. The
Proteftant thipmafters who came into the port, and had
necd of fpiritual affitance, found here a blank thae was not
eafily filled up; I thould therefore have been obkiged to.
take upon myfelf the difagreeable office of burying the
dead, and the more chearful, though more trou l*(‘ome one,
of marrying and baptizing the living , matters that were
entirely out of my way, but to which the Roman Cagholic
clergy would contribuse no afliftance. .

Turre was a Greek prieft, a native of Cyprus, a very vg--
nerable man, paft feventy years of age, who had attached
himfelf to me from my Jfirft arrival in Algiers. This man
was of a very focial.and chearful temper, and had, befides,
a more than ordinary knowledge of his own language. I
had taken him to my houfe as-my: chaplain, read Greek
with him daily, 2nd fpoke it at times when I could receive
his correction and inftruction.. 1t was not that I, at this
time of day, needed.to learn Greek, I had long un-.
derftood thar language - perfeétly;. what I wanted was the
pronunciatioa, and readiag by accent, of which the gener-
ality of Englifh fcholars are perfetly ignorant, and to which.
it is owing that they apprehend. the Greek fpokep and.
written in the Archipelago. is materially different.from.
that language which we read in. books, and which a few:
weeks converfation in the iflands will taaeh them it is not.
1 had in this, at that time, no other view than mere con-
wenicnce - during my paffage through the Aréhipelago,.
' which.
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which I intended to vifit, without any defign of continuing
«or ftudying there: But the reader will afterwards fee of
what very material fervice this acquaintance was to me, fo
véry effential, indeed, that it contributed more to the fuccefs
of my views in Abyflinia than any other help that I obtain-
ed throughout the whole of it. This man’s name was Pa-
dre Chriftophoro, or Father Chriftopher. At my leaving Al-
giers, finding himfelf lefs conveniently fituated, he went to
Egypt, to Cairo, where he was promoted to be fecond in
rank under Mark, patriarch of Alexandria, where I after-
wards found him.

Business of a private nature had at this time obliged me
to prefent myfelf at Mahon, a gentleman having promifed
-to meet me there; I rherefore {ailed from Algiers, having
taken leave vf the Dey, who furnithed me with every letter
that I afked, with ftrong and pesemptory orders to all the
officers of his own dominions, prefling recon'lmendatory
ones to the Bey of Tunis and Tripoli, ftates indepen-
dent, indeed, of the Dey of Algiers, but over which the
circumftances of the times had given him.a confiderable in.
fluence.

Tus violent difputes about the paffports had rather raif-
ed than lowered me in his.efteem. The letters were given
with the beft grace poflible, and ithe orders contained in
them were executed moft exactly in all points during my
whole ftayin Barbary. Being difappointed in the meeting
1looked for at MaHon, I remained three days in Quarantine
Ifland, though General Townfend, then deputy-governor, by
every civility and attention in his power, ftrove to induce

' me
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mec to come on fhore, that he might have an opportunity of
thewing me flill more attention and politenefs,

My mind being now full of more agrceable ideas thah
what had for fome time paft occupied it, I failed in a fmall
veficl from Port Mahon, and, having a fair wind, in a fhort
time made the coaft of Africa, at a cape, or headland, called
Ras el Hamra *, and landed at Bona, a confiderable town, the
ancient Aphrodifium #, built from the ruins of Hippo Re-
gius }, from which it is only two miles diftanr. Igdtands on
a large plain, part of which feems to have been once over-
flowed by the fea. Its trade confifts now in the exporta-
tion of wheat, when, in plentiful years, that trade is per-
mitted by the government of Algiers. I had a delightful
voyage clofe down the coaft, and pafled the fmall ifland.
Tabarca §, lately a fortification of the Genocefe,now in the
hands of the regency of Tanis, who took it by furprife, and
made all the inhabitants flaves. The ifland is famous for
a coral fithery, and along the coaft are immenfe forefts of
large beautiful oaks, more than fufhcient to {upply the ne-
ceflities of all the maritime powers in the Levant, it the qua-
lity of the wood be but cqual to the fize and beauty ot the
tree.

From TabarcaIfailed and anchored at Biferta, the Hippo-
zaritus | of antiquity, and thence went to pay a vilit to-
Utica, our of refpect to the memory of Cato, without having
fanguine expectations of meeuing any thing remarkable

‘there,

Hippo. R:;:. from Ptol. Geog. lib. iv. p, 109, 1 Hippo. Reg."id. ib,
1 Aptrodifiun.id. ib.  § Thabarca, id.ib. || Plin. Ep. xouxiii. L, o.
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there, and accordingly | found nothing memorable but the
name. It may be faid nothing remains of Utica but a
heap of rubbith and of {mall ftones; wirhout the city
the trenches and approaches of the ancient befiegers arc

ftill very perfect.

« ArTer doubling Cape Carthage I anchored before the
fortrefs of the Golerta, a place now of no ftrength, notwirh-
ftanding the figurc it made at the time of the expedition of
Charles* V. Rowing along the bay, between the Cape and
this anchorage, | faw feveral buildings and columns lill
ftanding under water, by which it appeared that old Car-
thage had owed part of its deftruction to the fea, and hence
likewife may be inferred the abturdity of any attempr 1o
reprefent the fite of ancient Carthage upon paper. It has
been, befitles, at leaft ten times deftroyed, {0 thar the ftations,
where its firft citizens fell fighting for their <liberty, arc
covered deep ™ rubbifh, far from being trodden upon by
thofec unworthy flaves who now are its uafters.

Tunis * is twelve miles diftant from this : Iris a large and
flourithing city. The pcople arc more civilized than in
Algiers, and rthe government milder, but the climare is very
far from being (o gond. Tunis ¥s low, hot, and damp, and
deftitute of good water, with which Algiers is fupplied from
1 thoufand {prings. .

] ozrLiverep my letrers from the Bey, and obrained per-
miflion to vifit the country in whatever dircétion I thould
pleafe.

* Liv. Epit. xxx. L. 0.
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pleafe. I took with me a French renegado, of the name -of
Ofman, recommended to me by Monfieur Bartheleny de
Saizieux, conful of France to that ftate; a gentleman
whofe converfation and friendfhip furnith me ftill with"
fome of the moft agreeable reflections that refult from
my travels. With Ofman I took ten {pahi, or horfe-
foldiers, well armed with firelocks and pifiols, excellent
horfemen, and, as far as Icould ever difcern upon thefew
occafions that prefentcd, as eminent for cowardice, at leaft,
as they were for horfemanfhip. This was not the cafe
with Ofman, who was very brave, but he needed a fharp
look-out, that he did not often embroil us where there was
accefs to women or to wine,

‘OnE of the moft agreeable favours I received was from a
Jady of the Bey, who furnifhed me with a two-wheeled
covered cart, exactly like rhofe of the bakers in England.
In this I{ecured my quadrant and telefcope from the wea-
ther, and at times put likewife fome of the feebleft of my
attendants. Befides thefe I had ten fervants, two of whom
were Irifh, who having deferted ‘from the Spanith zegi-
ments in Oran, and being Britith born, though flaves, as
being Spanifh foldiers, were given to me at partm g by the
Dey of Algiers,

Tne coaft along which 1'had failed was “part of Numidia
and Africa Proper, and there I met with no ruins. 1 refol-
ved now to diffribute my inland journey through the king-
dom of Algiers and Tunis. In order to‘comprehend the
whole, I firt fet out along the river Majerda, through a
«country perfectly cultivated and inhabited by people under
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thie controul of government, this river was the ancient Bagw
rada*.

Arter pafling a triumphal arch of bad tafte at Bafil-baly,
I'came the next day to Thuggat, perhaps more properly
ealled Tucca, and by theinhabitants Dugga. The reader in
this part {hould have Doctor Shaw’s Work before him, my
map of the journey not being yet publifhed ; and, indecd,
after Shaw's, it is {carcely neceflary to thofe who need only
an itinerary, as, befides his own obfervatioas, he had for ba-
fis thofe of Sanfon..

I rounp at Dugga a large {cene of ruins, among which
one building was eafily diftinguifhable. It was a large
temple of the Corinthian order, all of Parian marble, the co-
lumng flured, the cornice highly ornamented in the very
beft ftyle of fculpture. In thgtympanumis an eagle flying
to heaven, with a human. figure upon:his back, which, by
the many infcriptions that are ftill remaining, feems to be
intended for that of Trajan, and the apotheofis of that em-
peror to be the fubject, the temple having been ercted by
Adrian to that prince, his benefactor and predeceflor. I
fpent fifteen days upon the architeture of this temple with-
out feeling the {malleft difguft, or forming a with to finifh it;
itis,with all its parts, ftill unpublifhedin my collection. Thefe
beautiful: and. magnificent remains' of ancient tafte and
greatnefs, {o eafily reached in perfect fafety, by a ride along
the Bagrada,full as pleafant and as fafe as along the Thames

: between

# Strabo lib. xvii. p. 1189, It figoifies the river of Cows, or Kine.  P. Mela lib. i.
eip, 7. Sl It lib. vi, L 140, 1§ Prol, Geog, libu iv.:-Procop. lib. vi. cap. 5. de Fdif. -
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intended to contain the pillar that fupported the velum,
which covered the fpectators from the influence of the {un.
It might have ferved for both purpofes, but it feems to be
too large for the latter, though I confefs the more ! have
confidered the fize and conftruction of thefe amphitheatres,
.the lefs 1 have been able to form an idea concerning this
velum, or the manner in which it ferved the people, how it
was fecured, and how it was removed. This was the' laft
ancient building I vifited in the kingdom of Tunis, and I
believe I may confidently fay, there is not, either in the ter-
ritories of Algiers or Tunis, a fragment of good tafte of
which 1 have not brought a drawing to Britain.

1 conTinuED along the coaft to Sufa, through a fine coun-
try planted with olive-trees, and came again to ‘I'unis, not
only without difagrecable accident, but without any inter-
ruption from ficknefs or other caufe. 1then took leave .of
the Bey, and, with the acknowledgments ufual on fuch
occafions, again fet out from Tunis, on a very ferious
journcy indeed, over the defert to Tripoli, the firft part of
which to Gabs was the fame road by which I had fo
lately returned. From Gabs 1 proceeded to the ifland of
Gerba, the Meninx * Infula, or Ifland of the Lotophagi.

DocTor SHAW fays, the fruit he calls the Lotus. is very
frequent all over that coaft. I with he had faid what was
this Lotus. To fay it is the fruit the moft common on that
coaft is no defcription, for . there is there no fort of fruit

” whatever;

® Boch. Chan, lib, j. cap, 25. Shaw’s Travels, eap. iv. p. 115.
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whatever; no bufh, no tree, nor verdure of any kind, cx-
cepting the fhort grafs that borders thefe countries before
you enter the moving fands of the defert. Doctor Shaw
never was at Gerba, and has taken this particular from
fomc unfaithful ftory-teller, The Wargumma =and Noile,
two great tribes of Arabs, are mafters of thefe deferts. 5idi
Ifmain, whofe grandfather, the Bey of Tunis, had been de-
thronell and ftrarigled by the Algerines, and who was him-
felf then prifoner at Algiers, in great repute for valour, and
in great intimacy wiath me, did often ufe to fay, that he ac-
counted his having pafled that defert on horfeback as the
hardieft of all his undertakings.

Asout four days journey from Tripoli I met the Emir
‘Hadje conduéting the caravan of pilgrims from Fez and
Sus in Morotco, all acrofs Africa to Mecca, that is, from the
Weftern Ocean, to the weftern barks of the Red Sca in the
kingdom of Sennaar. He was a middle-aged man, uncle
to the prefent emperor, of a very uncomely, {tupid kind of
countenance. His caravan confifted of about 3000 men,
and, as his people faid, from 12,000 to 14,000 camels, part
loaded with merchandife, part with fkins of water, flour,
and other kinds of food, for the maintenance of the hadjees;
they were a fcurvy, diforderly, unarmed pack,and when my
horfemen, tho’ but fifteen in number, came up with them
in the grey of the morning, they thewed great figns of tre-
pidation, and ‘were already flying in confufion. When
informed who they were, their fears ceafed, and, after
the ufual manner of cowards, they became extremely info-

lent.
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- At Tripoli I met the Hon. Mr Frazer of Lovat, his Majefty's
conful in that ftation, from whom I received every fort of
kindnefs, comfort, and afliftance, which I very much need-
ed after fo rude a journey, made with fuch diligence thit
two of my horfes died fome days after.

I uap hopes of finding fomething at Lebeda, formerly
Leptis Magna ¥, three days journey from Tripoli, whére are
indeced a great number of buildings, many of which are
covered by the fands; but they arc of a bad tafte, moflly
ill-proportioned Dorics of the time of Aurelian. Seven
large columns of granite were fhipped from this for France,
in the reign of Louis XIV. deflined for one of the palaces
he was then building. The eighth was broken on the way,
and lies now upon the fhore. Though I was difappointed
at Lebeda, ample aumends were made me at Tripoli on my
return,

From Tripoli I fent an Englifh fervant to Smyrna with
my books, drawings, and fupernumerary inftruments, re-
taining only cxtrats from fuch authors as might be necef-
fary for me in the Pentapolis, or other parts of the Cyrenai- °
cum. I then crofled the Gulf of Sidra, formerly known
by the name of the Syrtis Major, and arrived at Bengazi, the
ancient Berenice §, built by Prolemy Philadelphus.

Tue brother of the Bey of Tripoli commanded here, a
young man, as weak in underftanding as he was in health.

2 : Al

Atin, Anton. p. 104, ‘ 5 Peol. Gqu. P
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All the province was in extreme confufion. Two tribes of
Arabs, occupying the territory tosthe weft of the town, who
in ordinary years, and in.time of peace, were the fources of
its wealth and plenty, had, by the mifmanagement of the
Bey, entered into deadly quarrel.  The tribe that lived moft
to the weftward, and which was reputed the weakelt; had
beat the moft numerous that was neareft the rown, called
Welled® Abid, and driven them within its walls. The in-
habitants of Bengazi had for a year before been la-
bouring under a- fevere famine, and by this accident a-
bout four thoufand perfons, of all ages and fexes, were
forced in upon them, when- perfettly: deflitute of cvea-
ry geceflary. Ten or tweclve people were found dead
every night in the ftreets, and life was faid-in many to be
fupported by food that human nature fhudders at the
thoughts ofs Impatient to fly from thefe Thyeftean feas,
I prevailed upon™the Bey to fend me out fome diflance to
the fouthward, among, the Arabs where famine had becn

lefs felt. .

I eNncoMPAssED" a great part of the Pentapolis, vifited the
ruins of Arfinoe, and,though Iwas much morefeebly recom-
mended than ufual, I happily received neither infult nor in-
jury. Finding nothing at Arfinoe nor Barca, I continued
my journey to Ras- Sem, the petrified city, concerning
which fo many monftrous lies' were told by the Tripoline
ambaflador, Caflem Aga, at the beginning of this century,
and all believed in England, thougli they carried falfchood
upon the very face.of them® It was:not then the age of

incredulity

‘Shaw's Travels, e&. 41 py 156,
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incredulity, we were faft advancing to the celebrated epoch
of the man in the pint-baktle, and from that time to bec as
abfurdly incredulous as we were then the reverfe. and with
the fame degrec of reafon.

Ras Sewm is five long days journey fouth from Bengazi; it
has no water, except a fpring very difagreeable to the tafle,
that appears to be impregnated with alum, and this has
given it the name it bears of Ras Sem, or the Fountain of
Poifon, from its bitternefs. The whole remains here con-
fift in the ruins of a tower or fortification, that fecms to- be
a work full as late as the time of the Vandals. How or
what ufe they made of this water I cannot poffibly gacfs :
they had no other at the diftance of two days journcy. 1
was not fortunate enough to difcover the petrified men and -
horfes, the women art the churn, the little children, the cats,
the dogs, and the mice, which his Barbarian excellency af-
fured Sir Hans Sloane exifted there : Yet, in vindication of
his Excellency, I muft fay, that though he propagated, yet he
did not invent this falfehood ; the Arabs who conduéted me
maintained the fame ftories to be true, till I was within two
hours of the place, where I found them ro be falfe, I
faw indeed mice ¥, as they are called, of a very extraordi-
nary kind, having nothing of petrifaction about them,
but agile and ative, {o to partake as much of the bird as
the beaft.

ArrroacuinG now the fea-coaft I came to Ptolometa, the
ancicut Prolemais §, the work of Ptoleiny Philadelphus, the
walls

* Jerboa, fec a figure of it in the Appcifdix.‘ “ Itin. Aaton. p. 4.
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walls and gates of which ciry are fltill entire. Therc is a
prodigious number of Greek infcriptions, but there remain
oply a few columns of the portico,and an Ionic temple, in
the firk manner of executing that order; and therefore,
flight as the remains are, they are treafures in the hiftory
of archite¢ture which are worthy to be preferved. Thefe
are in the King's colledtion, with all the parts that could be

recovered.

Here I met a finall Greek junk belonging to Lampedo-
{a, a litde ifland near Crete, which had been unloading
corn, and was now ready to fail. At the famec time the
Arabs of Prolometa told me, that the Welled Ali, a powerful
tribc that occupy the whole country between thar place
and Alexandgia, were at war among themfelves, and had
plundered the caravarn of Moroccoeof which I have already
{poken, and that the pilgrims compofing it had moflly pe-
rithed, having been fcatteged in the defert without water ;
that a great famine had been at Derna, the ncighbouring
town, to which [ intended to go; thar a plague had follow-
<d, and the town, which is divided inro upper and lower,
was engaged in a civil war, This torrent of 1ll news was
arrefiftible, and was of a kind I did not propofe to wreflle
with ; befides, there was gothing, as taras I knew, that me-
rited the rifk. 1 refolved, theretore, to fly from this inhof-
pitadle coaft, and fave to the public, at leaft, that knowledge
and entertainment 1 had acquired for them.

J rusarkeD on board the Greck veflel, very ill accoutred,
as we afterwards found, and, though it had plenty of fail,
1t had not an ounce of ballaft. A number of pcople, men,
Won.;cn, and children, flying from the calamities which at-

Vor. L iend
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tend famine, crowded in unknown to me; but the paflage
was fhort, the veflcl light, and the mafler, as we fuppofed,
well accuftomed to thefe feas. The contrary of this, how-
cver, was the truth, as wc learned afterwards, when too
late, for he was an abfolute landfman; proprietor indeed
of the veflcl, but this had been his firft voyage. We failed at
dawn of day in as favourable and pleafant weatheraas ever
I faw at fea. It was the beginning of Scptember, and a
light and fteady breeze, though nor properly fair, promifed
a thort and agreeable voyage ; but it was not long before
it turned freth and cold ; we then had a violent fhower of
hail, and the clouds were gathering as if for thunder. I
obferved that we gained no ofling, and hoped, if the wea-
ther turned bad, to perfuade the Caprain to put into Benga-
71, for one inconvenience he prefently difcovered, that they
had not provifion on board for ouc day.

IlowrvEr, the wind became contrary, and blew a violeng
ftorm, fceming to menace both thunder and rain, The vef-
fcl being in her trim with large latine fails, fell violently to
lecward, and they fcarce would have weathered the Cape
that malics the entrance into the harbour of Bengazi, which
is a very bad one, when all at onceit ftruck upon a funken
rock, and feemed to be fet down uponit,  The wind at thac
inflant fecmed providentially to calmj but I no fooner ob-
ferved the fhip had flruck than I began to think of my own
fitation. We were not far from fhore, but there was an
excecding great fwell at fea. Twd boats were flill rowed
altern of them, and had not been heifted in. Roger M*(pr-
mack, my lrith fervant, had been a failor on board the Mo-
narch before he deferted to the Spanifh fervice. He¢ and®
the other, who had likewifc been a failor, prefently unlaih-

ed
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ed the largeft boat, and all threc got down into her, follow-
ed by a multitude of people whom we could not hinder,
and there was, indeed, fomething that bordered on cruclry,
in preventing poor people from ufing the fame means that
we had done for preferving their lives; yet, urlefs we had
killed them, the prevention was impoflible, and, had we
been inclined to that meafure, we dared not, as we werc
upona Moorifh coaft. The moft that could be done was,
to get loofe from the fhip as foon as poflible, and two oars
were preparcd to row the boat athore.  1had &ript myflelf
to a thort under-waiflcoat and linen drawers ; a filk {afh,
or girdle, was wrapt round me ; a pencil, fimall pocket-book,
and watch, were in the breaft-pocket of my waiitcoat; two
Moorith and two Englith fervants followed mc; the refi,
more wife, remained on board.

WEe were not twice the Icngdl of the boat from the vef-
fel before a wave very ncarly filled the boat. A howl of
defpair from thofe that were m her fhewed ticir helplefs
ftatc, and that they were confcious of a danger they could
not thun. I {aw the fate of all was to be decided by the
very next wave that was rolling in; and apprchenfive that
fome woman, child, or helplefs man would lay hold of me,
and entangle my arms or legs and weigh me down, 1cricd
to my fervants, botl in Arabic and Lnglith, We arc all loft;
if you can fwim, follow me; I then let myfcelf down in
the face of the wave. Whether that, or the next, filled the
boat, I know not, as, I went to lceward to make my diflance
as great as poflible, I was a good, ftrong, and practited {wim-
‘mer, in the flower of life, fuil of health, trained to excercite
and fatigue of every kind. Al this, however, which miaht
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have availed much in decp water, was not fufficient when
I came to the furf, Ireceived a violent blow upon my
breaft from the eddy wave and reflux, which feemed as
given me by a large branch of a tree, thick cord, or fome’
elaftic weapon. It threw me upon my back, made me fwal-
low a confiderable uantity of water, and had: then almoft
fuffocated me.

I avoipep the next wave, by dipping my head and letting
it pafs over, but found myfclf breathlefs, exceedingly
weary and cxhaufted. The land, however, was before me,
and clofe at hand. A large wave floated me up. 1 had the
profpect of cfcape ftill ncarer, and endeavoured to prevent
myfc!f from going back into the furf. My heart was ftrong,
but fircngth was apparently failing, by being involuntarily
twifled abour, and ftruck on the face and breafl by the vio-
lence of the chbing wave it now feemed as if nothing re-
maincd but to give up the ftruggle, and refign to my def-
tiny. Before Idid this I funk to found if I could touch the
ground, and found that I reached the fand with my feet,.
though the water was ftill rather deeper than my mouth.
The {uccefs of this experiment infufed into me the ftrength
of ten men, and 1 ftrove manfully, taking advantage of
floating only with the influx of the wave, and preferving my
ftrength for the firuggle againtt the ebb, which, by finking
and touching the ground, I now made more eafy. At laft,
finding my hands and knees upon the fands, I fixed my
nails into it, and obftinatcly refifled being carried back at
all, crawling a few feet when the fca had retired. I had
perfectly Joft my recolleétion and underftanding, and aftet
creeping fo far as to be out of the reach of the fea, I fup-

ptfe:
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poft I fainted, for from that time I was totally infenfible of
any thing that pailed around me,

In the mean time the Arabs, who live two fhort miles
from the {hore, came down in crowds to plunder the veflel.
One of the boats was thrown afhore, and they had belonging
to them fome others ; there was one yet with the wreck,
which {carcely appeared with its gunnel above waicr.  All
the people were now taken on thore, and thofe only loft
who perithed in the boat. What firft wakened me from
this . femblance of death was a blow with the butt-end of a
lancc, thod with iron, upon the juncture of the neck with
the back-bone. This produced a violent fenfation of pain ;
but it was a mere accident the blow was not with the peint,
for the fmall, fhort waiftcoat, which had becn made at Al-
giers, the fath and drawecrs, all in the Turkifh fathion, made
the Arabs believe that I was a Turk ; and after many blows,
kicks, and curfes, they ftript me of the little cloathing 1 had,
and left me naked. They ufed the reft in the fame manner,
then went to their boats to look for the bodies of thol that
were drowned.

Arter the difcipline 1 had reccived, 1 had walked, o
erawled up among f{ome white, fandy hillocks, where 1 fai
down and concecaled myfelf as much as poflilile.  The wea-
ther was then warm, but the cvening promifed to be cooler,
and it was faft drawing on; there was great danger to be ap-
prehended if I approached the tents where the women werc
while 1 was naked,” for in this cafc it was very probable |
would receive another baftinado fomething worfe than the
firft. Still I was fo confuled that 1 had not recollected 1
gould fpeak to them in their own language, and it now on-
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ly came into my mind, that by the gibberifh, in imi-
tation of Turkifh, which the Arab had uttered to me
while he was beating and ftripping me, he took me for
a Turk, and to this in all probability the ill-ufage was
owing,

A~ old man and a number of young Arabs came up to
me where I was fitting. 1 gave them the falute Salam Aii-
cum ! which was only returned by onec young man, in a
tone as if he wondered at my impudence. The old man
then afked me, Whether I was a Turk, and what [ had to
do there? I replied, I was no Turk, but a poor Chriftian phy-
fician, a Dervith that went about the world feeking to do
good for God’s fake, was then flying from famine, and goiug
to Greece to get bread. He then afked me if I was a Cre-
tan? [ faid, I had never been in Crete, but came from Tu-
nis, and was returning to that town, having loft ¢very thing
I had in the thipwreck of thatveflel. Ifaid this in fo def-
pairing a tone, that there was no doubt left with the Arab
that the fact was true. A ragged, dirty baracan was imme-
diately thrown over me, and I was ordered up to a tent, in
the end of which ftood a long fpear thruft through it, 3
mark of fovereignty. '

I Tuere faw the Shekh of the tribe, who being in peace
with the Bey of Bengazi, and alfo with the Shekh of Piolo-
mera, after many queflions ordered me a-plentiful {upper,
of which all my fervants partook, nong of them having pe-
rithed. A multirude of confultations followed on their com-
plaints, of which [ freed myfclf in the beft manner | could,
alledging the lofs of all my medicines, in order to induce
fone of them to feck for the fextant at leaft, but all to mo

puspofe,
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purpofe, fo that, after ftaying two days among them, the
Shekh reftored to us all that had been taken from us, and
mounnng us upon camels, and giving us a conductor, he
forwarded us to Bengazi, where we arrived the fecond day
in the evening. Thence I{ent a compliment to the Shekh,
and with it a man from the Bey, intreating that he would
ufe all poflible means to fith up fome of my cafes, for
which I affured him he fhould not mifs a handfome re-
ward. Promifes and thanks were rcturned, but I never
heard further of my inftruments ; all I recovered was a
filver watch of Ellicot, the work of which had been taken
outand broken,fome pencils, and a fmall port-folio, inwhich
were {ketches of Ptolemera; my pocket-book too was found,
but my pencil was loft, being in a common filver cafe, and
with them all the aftronomical obfervations which I had
made in Barbary. I there loft a fextant, a parallaflic in-
firument, a time-piece, a refleéting telefcope, an achromatic
one, with many drawings, a copy of M. de la Caille’s ephe-
merides down to the year 1775, much to be regretted, as be-
ing full of manufcript marginal notes ; a fimall camera ob-
fcura, fome guns, piftols, a blunderbufs, and feveral other
articles.

-1 rounp at Bengazi a fmall French {loop, the mafter of
which had been often at Algiers when I was conful there.
I had even, as the mafter remembered, done him {ome lit-
tle fervice, for which, contrary to the cuftom of that fort of
people, he was, very grateful. He had come there Jaden
with corn, and was going up the Archipelago, or towards
-the Morea, for more. The cargo he had brought was buta
mite compared to the neceflities of the place; it only re-

lieved
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lieved the foldicrs for a time, and many people of all agcs
and fexes were ftill dying every day.

Tue harbour of Bengazi is full of fith, and my company
caught a great quantity with a fmall net; we likewife pro-
cured a multitude with the line, enough to have mainrtain-
ed a larger number of perfons than the family confifted of ;
we got vinegar, pepper, and fome ftore of onions ; we had
little bread it is true, but fill our induftry kept us very far
from ftarving. We endeavoured to inftruct thefe wretches,
gave them pack-thread, and fome coarfe hooks, by which
they might have fubfifted with the fmalleft attention and
trouble ; but they would rather ftarve in multitudes, ftriving
to pick up fingle grains of corn, that were fcattered upon the
beach by the burfting of the facks, or the inattention of the
mariners, than take the pams to watch onc hour at the flow-
ing of the tide for excellent fith, where, after taking one,
they were fure of being mafters of multitudes - till it was
high water. '

Tue Captain of the fmall veffel loft no time. He had
done his bufinefs well, and though he was returning for
another cargo, yet he offered me what part of his funds I
thould neced with great franknefs, 'We now failed with a
fair wind, and in four or five days eafy weather landed at
Canea, a confiderable fortified place at the weft end of the
ifland of Crete. Here I was taken dangerouily ill, occafion-
cd by the bathing and extraordinary exertions in the {ea
of Prolometa, nor was I in the leaft the better from the beat-
ing 1 had received, figns of which 1'bore ¥ery long af&er-
wards, -

From
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FroMm Canea I f{ailed for Rhodes, and there met my books ;
I then proceeded to Caftelroflo, on the coaft of Caramania,
apd was there credibly informed that there were very mag-
nificent remains of ancient buildings a fhort way from the
thore, on the oppofitc continent. Caramania is a part of
Afia Minor yet unexploréd. But my illnefs increafing, it
was impoflible to execute, or take any meafures to fecure
protection, or do the bufinefs fafely, and I was forced to
relinquifh this difcovery to fome more fortunate traveller.

Mr Peyssoner, French conful at Smyrna, a man not more
diftinguifhed for his amiable manners than for his polite
tafte in literature, of which he has given feveral elegant
fpecimens, furnifhed me with letters for that part of Cara-
mania, or Afia Minor, and there is no doubt but they would
have been very eflicacious. What increafed the obligation
for this kind attention thewn, was, that I had never feen
Mr Peyflonel ; and I am truly mortified, that, fince my arri-
val in England, 1 have had no opportunity to return my
grateful thanks for this kindnefs, which I therefore beg
that he will now accept, together with a copy of thefe tra-
vels, which I have ordered my krench book{cller to forward
to him.

From Caftelroflo I continued, without any thing remark-
able, till I came to Cyprus ; 1 ftaid there but half a day, and
arrived at Sidon, where [ was moft kindly received by Mr
Clerambaut, brother-in-law to Mr Peyflonel, and French
conful at this place; a man in politenefs, humanity, and
every focial quality of the mind, inferior to none I have ever
known. With him, and a very flourithing, well-informed,
dnd induftrious nation, I continued for fome time, then

Vou L G in



