
OOR.CE OF THE. NILE. 

C HAP. 

nil if SaM Oifitl Ym(lIitfll .4llIlfinillfJ 'I,.at/iJkm tDllttrfll'lg Her-
SlIJ10fld F=ndt,. of lbat M01larthJ-.Ah!lfinia emhf'actl thl Jf:wi/J! 
Rt%lDlI-ytflJjfo HlmJrcbj }Jill ,.a4in~d by the F aiajbo-$01ll1 Con 
plhlnl totianIiJtg their l¥J if 11M Old T fIIaallll. 

T · promif4 to th aller, of 
giving him fome account, of the vifit made by t1~ U· n 

of Sheba ., as w.e erroneoufiyecall her, and the conicquenccs 
oftbat vifit; the found rionotan 'rhiopian mcmar hy,an" 
the continuatio 14 Pf in th tribe 0 J dah, do n 
to d· day. If I am oDliged go ba£ . in point of time, it 
is, that I may preferv both the account of the trad of tIc 
AlilloUI·iiI IB' d with in dotn, diill 

, 



nd Jews, with their correfpondents the Cu.1hi · an 
herds on the coaft of Africa. This had gone fo far, as 
naturally to have created a defrre in the queen of Azab, t 
fovereign of that country, to go herfelf and fee the applica
tion of fuch immenfe treafure~ t h · ed from 
her country fOJ; a feries ·. of years, anl\ the prine who fo 
magnificently employed them. There can be no doubt of 
this expedition, as Pagan, Arab, Moor, Ab nian, and all 
the countries round, vpuch it prettymuc in the terms of 
fcripture. . . . 

• 
ANY ha~ thOught this ~ueen: ·as 

as a feparate frate, and the. S an a .diftind: p ople from 
the Ethiopians and the Arabs, ana hay cantin ed fo till 
very lately, \Ve know, from hiliory., that 't as a cufto~ 
among thefe abeans, to have women for their fovereigns 
. n preference to men, a cuftom . b ftill {uJ>fifts alnO 

their 'defcend nrs. 

-------- Medii Je.villllfrlue Sn-u, 
1m" trot 'l'OJ flxul Rtgillarutllljue jubarlllil, 
BarbaritZ t, par, mogna jacet. 

HER. name, th hs {ay, 
Mafjutda. Our· Saviour calls her ~etll Of the South, "";JI'~"" 
mentioni!1g any other name, but gives hi fanction to the 
truth of the voyage. "The ~een of e th (or 
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fhall rife up in the judgment with this genera 
and fhall condemn it; for fhe came fr 1 he uttcr
parts of th earth to hear the wifdom of Solom 11; 

a~d, behold, a greater than olamon is her '. " No 0 1 er 
particulars, however, are mentioned about her in fCl'iptur '; 
and it is not probable our aviour, ould fay:£he arne f1' n 
the ttermoft parts of tll earth, if 1hc hatl cen an Arab 
and had near 50° 6f th Continent behind her. The oIl, . 
the myrrh, caffia, and frankincenfc, were all t1 e pr dll 

of her own country; and the many.reafons Pi eda t iv s 
to ihew fhe was an Arab, more than convince me that 1h 
was an Ethiopian or Cuiliite fuepherd. 

A STR.ONG objeCtion to her being an Arab, is, that tIl 
Sabean Ara ,or Hom ritcs, the people tha lived opp fit· 
to Azab On the Arabian iliore, had kings inflead of queens, 
which latter the 8h ph rds had, and frill have. Moreo r, 
the lngs of die Hontentes re n vcr fcen abroad, and 
,vere ftoned to death if they appeared in l"ubJic; fubjeCls f 
this ftamp would not ve rc!adily fuffer their qUCCl to go 
to Jerufalem, ven fup flng th y had a qucen, which the), 
had not. 



• 
TRAVELS TO DISCOVER. 

a Jewefs. "hnd when the queen of Sheba heard' 0 

. " of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, ihe 
f' to prove him with hard queftions*." Our Saviour, 
over, fpeaks of her with praife, pointing her out as an ex
ample t 'the Jews t. And, in her thankfgiving before' Se
lomon, the alludes to God'shle.§ing on thefledof Urael for evert, 
whidl. . S by no· means the language of a Pagan, but of a.. 
perfon ikilled in the ancient liiftory of th Jews. 

SHE likewife appears to have been a perfon of learning, 
and that fort of learning which was then almoft peculiar to 
Palcftinc, not to Ethiopia. For e fee that one of the rea-

" . fons of her coming, was to e amine whether Solomon was 
reall y the learn~d man he was raid to be. She cam to, try 
him in all gories,. or parables, in which athan had in ... 
ftrucred Solomon .. 

THE learning of the Baft, and of the neighbouring king 
that correfponded with each other, efpecially in Paleftine 
and Syria, confifted chiefly in thefe: "And Joa1h king of 
'( Ifrae! rent to Amaziah king of Judah, faying, The thillIe 
" that was in Lebanon fcnt to the Cedar that was in Leba
" non, faying, Give thy daughter to my fon to wife: ~nd 
" here paKe" by a wild beaft that was in Lebanon, and 
" trade dawn the thiftlc."-" ThOu fayd\, Lo, thou haft 

" fmitten 



E SOU R CEO F tHE NIL E.I 47 

the Edomitcs, and thine heart lffteth thee up to 
abide now a~ hOlne, why fhouldcft th u lucddle 

\.44U6\o. hurt, that thou 1houldcft fall, even th u, and 'ju
ah with dl(;:c * rtf 

THn annals of AbytIinia, being very full upon th' 
point, have taken a middle opinion, and by no me ns an 
imp rob hIe one." They fay {he was a Pagan when ih 1 ·ft 
Azab, but being 'full of admiration at the fight of Solo
mon's works~ fhe wa converted to Judaifm in ]erufalcln, 
and bore him a fon, WhOlIt the called Menilek, and who Was 
their firft king. Hqwever ftrongly theyaffcrt this, and how
ever dangerous it would be to doubt it in Abyffinia, I will not 
here aver it for truth, nor 'much lefs ftill will I pofitively n
tradiet it" as fc'ripture has faid nothing about it. I fuppofe, 
whether true or not, in the circumfranccs the was, wl1ilft 
Solomon alfo, fo fa r from being very nice ill his choice, was 
particulaiiyaddiCted to Idulneans t. and othcr ftrangc wo
men, h could 'not more naturally engage hinlfclf in any 
amour' d ' aR in one with the queen of 1 aba, with whom. 
he had fo long entertained the moil: lucrative C01}l1CC ion~. 
and moil: perfeCt fricndihip, and who, on her part, by Ii 
long a jOllrne.y, had furely made fufficient a<.tvanccs. 
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ation of her h :ing a fall by Solomon, who was 
aver a nation of Gentiles. 

To Saba, or Azab, then, fhc returned with her 
Menil k, whom, after keeping him fome years, 1he fen t 
back to his . father to be inftruCted. Solomo did not 
neglect· his cha.rg , and he was anointed a.nd crowne 
king of Ethiopia, in the temple of Jeruf~eJll, and at hi in
augura,ion took the name of David. Aft~r this he return
d to Azab, and brought with him a-colony of Jews, among 

whom were many doctors of the<law of Mort s, particularly. 
one of each tribe, to mak judges in hiS kipgdoni,from whom 
the prefent Umbares (or Supreme Judges, three of whom 
always attend the king) are faid and believed to be 
defcended. With thefe c me alfo Azarias, the fOIl ' of. 
Zadok the prieft, and brought ~ith him a Hebrew tranf .. · 
crjpt of the law, which was delivered into his cuftody, as 
he bore the title of brit, or :High Prieft ; and this charge, 
though the book itfelf was burnt ith the church of A um 
i the Moorilh w of Ad 1, is J.Ull continued, as it is {aid; 
·n d e lin · ag of Azaria , who ar Nebrirs, or keepers- of 
the hurch ofAxum, at this dfl,y. All .Aby1Ii.nia was tIl 
ltpOn conver ed, and the govern ent of the church a,nd 

ate modell d according ,to what was th ~ in ufe at rut1 
1 'Ul . 
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however diftant, in exclufion of all heirs £ mal 
oj ho ever near; a d that thefe two arti 1 s h uld 

~nlt1C1erc:~ as th fundamental laws of the kingd 111, ne
to be altered or abolithed. And, laftly, That the heir 

male of the royal houfe,ihould always be fent priCon 1'5 t a 
high mountain, where t y were to continu till their death 
or till the fucceffion ihould open to them. · 

UA T war reafon of this !aft regulation is not known, 
it being peculiar to Abyffinia, but the cuftom of having wo... 

en for fovereign, hil:h was a very old one, prevailed 
among the neighbouring ill pherds in the laft ccntur , as 
we thall fee in the courfe of this hiftory, and, for what we 
know, prevails to this day. It obtained in Nubia till uguf ... 

'8 rime, w Petreius; his . ltenant in Egypt, fubdtted 
r COM try, 00 the en Candae prifoner. It en-

ured aIfo after Tioerius, as we 1 arn from St Philip's bap-
tifio.g the eu . r. ~ nt of q u en Candace, who muft have 

f c he form r; for the, w cn taken prifoner 
y P treius, is reprefented as n infirm man, ha ring b~t 

one ye t. Candace ,in ecd as the name of all the fove. 



Tur. que n ofSaha haying nade thefe laws ·,...·n.'r"'.,., 
all her pofterity, elie d, aft r a long reign of forty 
986 beforc Chrifi, pia -ing h r fonMenilck upon · he 
whofe poftcrity, the annals of Abyffinia would teach us 
bclicv ) have e,'cr fince reigned. So far we muft indee 
bear witnefs to them, that this is DO new do iDe, b It ha 
been ftedfaftly and uniformly maintained from th . 
eft account of time; firfl, when Jews, then in later d ys after 
th y had embra.ced chriftianlty. We may funh radel, that 
the teftim.on y of all the neighbouring nations is with them 
upon this fubjett, whether they be fri nds or enemies. Th y 
only differ in namc of the queen, or in giving h r 

THIS diffi rence, at fncll a difiance of time, 1hould nOt 
break fcore , efpcciall 1hall fee that the queens in 
the pre£ nt day have fometimes three or four nam 8, and 
all the kings three, whence has arifcn a very great con ... 
fufion in their hiLlory. And as for her being Arab, the 
obje ion is frill fier got over. r all the inhabitants of 
Arabia Feli , cfpccially th<»e of tbe coaft oppofite to Saba, 
were reputed Abyffins, ano their country part of Abyfii ia, 
from. the earlieft ages, to the Mahometan efta dam 
They ere her fu 1ed:s; firft, Sab n g r 
then converted (as the traditio fay) 0 

time of the building of the temple, and c tinuing Jews 
from that time to the yeal' 622 after ChrUl, 
became Mahometans. 
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Mo Anbqfo am Niziltt Solomon um NcgaJe Jude;" whi h 
, the lion of the r.ace of Solomon and tribe of Judah 

ov rcome.' The Portuguefe miffionaries, in pI c of 
paffant, whkh is really the king's bearing, hav given 

hhn, in fome of their publications, a lion rampant, purpofe
ly, as is fuppofed, to put a crofs into th paw of this Jewifh 
lion; but he is now returned to the lion- paffant, that he 
was i the time of Solomon, without any fymbol eith r of 
religion or peace in his paws. 



THE 

Yean. 

Menilek,orDa idI. reigned 4 K,tzina reigned, -
Hended a, or Zagdur, - I Waz a, 
Awida, 11 Haz r, ~ 

AUfyi, - 3 Kalas, 
Sawe, Solaya, ~ 

Gefaya, Falaya, 
Katar, - Agieb , 
Mouta, Afifena, 
Baha, Brus, 
Ka wida, 2 lob fa, 
Kanaza, 'Ba'Zen, -

.. 





hn I ee ngly 10 
and tlefpairing Of a-gain , eing . in, 
kne the caufe, ufed to fay to the Serach MaueJY 

" the Sendick and agareet ; e R' li<ltrtes 
~' the-houfebald troopl appear ~er arms, for 
" buried: he-is an Ozoro of the line of Solo 
~ any thing, 1t.no , may be heIr 
" w.i.fe plenty of brandy, forthey ali get drunk at b 
" his country." There· were. da' s of fun ... 1hine, Wlr.eD 

Jefl:s paJred; there . cloudy on s nough that follow d, 
which, mut:b . than oompenfa . the -trallti orr 
enjoyment of th 



.ot;.: .. ~·~g 0 aOlle and lime, a certain proof that AXUIU 

e falle fe he would have naturally gone thith t 

• ... 1U..ILI ........ edi ely upo forfaking his mothel"s capital of Azab. 

, THAT country. round by Cape Gard fan, and fouth t 

atds Sofala, along the Indian Ocean, was long go erned b 
an officer called Babarliagajb, the meaning of which is, Kin" 
of ~ or a Coati. Another office of the fame tid 
was governor ,of Yemen, or Arabia Fdi ,which, hom th 

. ea.rlieft . eSt belong d to Abyffini~ down to the Mahomc- · 
tan' conqueft. The ' . g him.14 If :was called Nagajb, 01' N 
jaili.i, fo ete t 0 mora of feveraI ovin es, efp ciall 
Gojam; and great confufion ~ rifen from the multitude 
of thefe kings. We find, for example. fometimes three up 
on the n at one tim.e, which is e edingly improbabl 
in nf coUll.f!l. We are, t efore. to iuppofe, that one 0 

theCe only is king, and two of them are th ajathi, or Na.. 
gath, e have jut\: defcribed; for, at the regulation of the 

n of a Jw1itbec1 the heirs-male to the mountain, 
we cannot cQnceive how three roth rs could be uran the 

one at the fame time, as this law fub1ifts to the prefellt 
. . one, is not the only reafon of the 

in the fequeb 













THE SOU CE OF T: I 

.. CIIIIlrwas the firft book of fi ripture th y v r rcc ived. 
new nothing of that df Seth·, ·but plac Job imm eli .. 

y after Enoch, fo that they have no idea f the tinl in 
. ch Job liv d, but raid they bt:lieve it to be foon afte 

the flood; and they look upon th boo bearing his nanl 
t~. be the performance..of that prophet. 

MA Y l:fficultics occur from 'this account df th Falafha ; 
ror, though they fay they came fr m Jerufal min th tim 
of Solomon, and from differ nt tribes, yet there .is but nc 
language amongft tit m ah, and that is not Hebrew or a·· 
mttritan, neither hich they read or undcrftand; nor is 
their anfwer to this objeCtion {atisfa~ory, for very obviou 
reafons . 

. Ll1DOLF, e n\oft learned man that has Wnt upon th 
fll 'ea, fays, hat it i appar .nt t e Ethiopic Old Teftament. 
a } aft the mtat ucb, was copied from the Septuagint, 
..... ~ ... fe of th man Gteclfms 0 be found in i ; and th 

of bird and. pr cious ftoncs, and fome other pam . 
ge at appear tit rally to be tranflated from the reck. 
He imagi s allo, at the p rent A yffinian erfion is the 
-· .... of e i tti r irft bifhop, when Abyffinia wa 

d to riftianity under Ahreha and A zbeha, about 
r 333 ift r Chrift, or a few years later. 



v 
that it is much more ·natural to fuppofe ha the '(JIjIl6;b~ 
cotnparing the copies together, expung the wei 
paffages they found differing from the SeptUagint, an 
placed them from thence, as this would not · offend 

ws, who very well knew that ore who trati1lat 
ptuagint verfion were all J & themfe1 

Now,' as the Abyffinian copy of he Holy SCriptures, in 
Mr Ludolf's opinioo, was tran£Iat~ by Fro ntiw abo 
330 after Chrift, and the Scpt\larnt ~on, in the days of 
hila<ielphns, or Ptolemy II. ab6ve J 60 years t:i lore Chrift;, 

'r w'n ~ llow, that, if the prefent J . opy tra a-
tcd by Frumenti , and, if tb t w:i.s en from the Septua. 
gint, the Jews Illuft have beeD ahov 4¢O years ith t any 
'books·whatfocv .. at the time bf the on em n by Frumcn
tius: So they muft h e had all the Jewi1h law, hich is 
'11 pcrfctt vigour an fo a g them, aU th . L .. 1 
obtcrvances~ t ' l'urific . ons, 

. nd f~rific s, a nding u~ 
aft t long 
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his J~wi1h nation, they will ,not eafily 
meMild ever _ling" "receive the Old Teftatnent ftom a 

pie ho ere the avowed cha.,npio~ of the New." 

TH£ f have, indeed, no knowledge of the ew Te en 
but £: om converfation; and do not curle it, but tr at it as 
a-fblly here it fuppofes the Mcffiah comc, ho, hc {; 11\ 

. . 0 b a temporal prince, FC?pl t, prieft, and con 
queror. 



, 
'" TRA VELSTO DI CO.V! 

the language unknO)Vn, not only to him, but like . 
'Very province in A yffinia, except Tigre; fo that it ~1oUIIoof 

have coft him no more pains to teach the nation the G 
character and Greek language, than to have tranfiated th 

w T ftament into Ethiopic, ufing the G~z char der, 
which was equally unknown, unlefs in Tigr.e The Caving 
of. time and laoour would have been very mat rial to hi ; 
he would have ufed. the whole fcriptures, as r 'ved in his 
own church; and the Greek letter and language would have 
been juft as eafily attained ~n An;lhara as the Geez; and , 

ofe people; yen of the provilice of Tigre, ~at ~~ not 
yet learned to read, would have writt the' Greek chazac..: 
tcr as eaGl y as their own. I do not know that fo early there 
was any Arabic tran1lation of the Old' Teftament; if there 
was, the~fa.me reafoos wouldhav militated for hisprefeJTing 
this; and ftill he had· put th w Tefta Dt to uDtlert 
But having. found fhe boo of the Old ~ ftamen ~~ 
tranflated into Geez, this altered th c fe j ·and he, 
perly, continuoo, he go in dlat Ian e and 1 
fo,thatitmig beatdlinto yf~th '~' ,and g, 'nil 
he Jews, as. it was intend d. . 





' 9 '"iTRAVE-L S TO DISCOV En. ., 
AFT xi"R the Tew ' Tefta'ment 'they place the confH tons . 

of the Apa{Hes, which they caU Synnodo.r, which, as a 
the cafes or doctrines apply, we may fay is the written 1 
of the country. Theu were tranllated out of the Arabic. 
They have next a general liturgy, or book of common pray .. 
er, befides feveral others peculiar to certain feftivals, under 
whofe nalnes they go. The next is a very large volu . ~ 
nous book, call d Haimallout Aboll, chiefly a collection from 
the works of ditferentGreek'fathers, trc;uh~S' of, or explain .. 
109 fcveral herefies, at: 'difputed points of faith, in the ,an
dent Greek Church. Tranflations of the works of 8t Atha ... · 
nafius, St Bazil, St John Chryfoftome~ and St Cyril, are 
likewife current among them. The t 0 Iaft I Acver faw ; 
and only fragments of St Athanafius; but they are certain
lyextant. 

TUE next is the Synant, or the FIos Sanctorum, in 'Which 
,he miracles and lives, or lies of their faints, are at large re
t orded, in four monftrous volumes in folio, duffi d full of 
fables of the woft incredible kind. They have a faint that' 
wreftled with th devil in 1hape of a ferpent nine miles long, 
threw him from a mountain, and kill d him. Another 
faint who converted the devil, who turned monk, and lilred 
iJl great holinefs for orty years after his converuon, . g 
penance tor having t mpted out!if)aviour upon th~'mo 
tam: what becam of biro after they do not fay. Again, 
another faint, tllat never ate not drank from his mother's 
womb, went to ]erufalem, and {aid mafs ewr day': a.t the 
holy fcpu1chre, and came home at nl t 1n 

c 

.. dork. The lail I 1hall mention WaJ a faint hOt Da:QI!" 

ry llck~ and his ftomach in diforder, took: a lo~gin 
tri(Jges; he ,~a1lcd upoQ. a brac~ .of ,them to c e 

3 







I CANNOT 



• 
I CAN~OT but recolleCt, that when it WU;IUlO~'D 

-land that I had prefented this book to the Ii 
of France, withoutftaying a few days, to givem ime,to rea 

ndon, when our learned countrymen ~ight h I'Ve had an 
pponunity of perufing at leifure ano er copy of this ~ 

D t'tor Woide fet out for Paris, with letters from the Secre. 
, ary of State to Lord Stormont, Amba1fador at that coun, de -

.. ring him to affift the doCtor in procuring accefs to my pre-
fent, by permiffion from his Mqft Chriftian Majefty. This 
-he accordingly obtained, and a tranllation of the. was 
brought over; but, I know not hy, it has no ap-
peared. I fancy Dr Woide was not much 1D0re pleaIed with. 
the ~onduCt of the giants than I was. 

1 SHALL conclude with one particul r, which is a curiOlU 
• one: The Synaxar (what the Catholics call their Flos Sanc-

toruID, or the Ii cs and miracles of their faints), giving the 
hiftory of the Abyffinian converfion to Chriftianity in the 

ear 333, fays. that when Frumentius and <Edefius were in
trodu cd to the king, who was. a minor; they found hiJll 
reading the PfaIms of David. 

THIS book, or that of Enoch, docs by no means p~ 
that they rvere at that time Jews For thefe tore in .as 
gr at authority among e Pagan, :boo profe1fed nm. 
t e firft rebgion of the Ea.ft, and efpecially of tl e Sbephe,.dr, 
as among the Jews. Thefe being continued alfo in the 
fame letter and character among the by1linia s from: t e 
beginning, convinces me that t ere has qat be '1 GJlICr 
wrjring in this countq, t>r the fouth of Arabi, 
which rofe from the Hieroglyphics. 

4 
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:£ Abyffinian hiftory begins now to rid itfclf of part of 
confufion hich is almoft a conftant att ndant upon 

very ~ annals yet pre~ ed of barbarous nations in 
very ancient time,. It is c rtain, from their hiftory, that 
Hazen was contemporary with A uguftus, that he r ign 
fucteen years, and that the birdi of Qur Saviour fell on the 
e year of that prince, fo that the 8th year of 
the firft of Chrift. 

_ t 
AMHA Y ASOUS,. prince of Shoa, a province to hich the 

{mall remains of the IiI of Solomon fled up<?n a. cata
ftrophe, I fhall have occaflon to mention, gave me the fol
lowing lift of the kings of Abyffinia £Ince the time of which 
we are now {peaking. From him I procured all the ooks 
of th Annals of Abyffinia, which have ferved me t~ com ... 
pofe thi hiftary, ep' g t 0, one gi D m by the King, 
the other the em . de of um, by Ras Michael Gov r
nor ofTi 



13aZC1'1, 
Tzenaf elCUI~ 

Garima A 

Aizor, 
aad, .g6o* .. 



• • 



. TRAV' is TO DISC' 
• 

they efpoufe is truth, 1Vou1d perfuade us, that he convel.,n 
of Aby ffinia to Chriftianity happened at th beginning 
this period, that is~ foon ;tfter the r ign of :z n; others, th t 
Saint :Matthias, or Saint Bartholomew, or ome others of he 
Apoftles, after their million to teach th nations, nrft prea -

• ed here the faith of Chrift, and co ned i epl 0 J . ' 

It is alfo faid, thaJ: the eunuch baptiz d by Philip, upon his 
return to Candace, became the Apoftle of that nation, whi h, 
froDl his preaching, believed'in Chrift an his gofpel. All 
thefe might pafs for d • ams not worthy mination, if 
they were. not invented for particlliar p fe$. 

TILL the death of Chrift, who lived ti eral years after 
Bazen, v ry few Jews had be n converted ev n in Judea. 
have n,o account in fcripture that indu es us to believe, 
that the Apoftles w nt to any great ditl: nce from each other 
imlnediately after the crucifixion. ay, we know poG
tively, they did not, but lived in community together fur a 
confiderable time. Befides, it is not probabl , if the Abyf
finians w re converted by any of the Apoftle , that, for the 
fpace of 300 years, they iliould remain without biihops, an 
without church-govemment,in the neighbourhood of many 
frates, where churches were already onned, without calling 
to their aflifiance fOlI\e membe of· theti h 110 
might, at leaft, info In tliem of urport f th 0 n
cils held, and anon n ade by the , during that fpace of 
300 years; for this was abfolute1y n ceifary to p,.,.,rMir,. 
thodoxy, and the communion between this, an 
es on that time. And it 1hould be ·~'-MIf,..Jt 

Ph "lip" s time, the Chd~Uan religion had not ~ 

w'e fce in effeCt it had not) into the courl of C , fo 
:much nearer Egypt, it did not furely reach fo ~a r into th 

• 
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diil:ant mQuntainous country f1byffinia; and if the 
~*'I>ia., here Candace reigned, was the fame a Abyfl'inia, 

ftory of tht qu ef Bab muft be given up as a faIfe-
hood; for, in that c~fe, there would be a wom i g up
()n the .throne of .that country soo years aftel' 1he wa ex ... 
eluded by a· folemn deliberate fundameiltallaw of t land. 

BUT it is known, from credible writers, engaged in no 
• <$ontroverfy., thllt his Candace reigned 'upon the NHe in 

Atbara, much nearer Egypt. Her capital alfo was taken i 
~he time of Auguftu&, a fe yearS before the Convernon, by 
Philip; and we fhall,have occafion often to mention h r fue .. 
ceiforsand her kingdom, as exifting in the r ign of the Abyf .. 
finian kings, long after th Mabometan conqucft; they x· 
ifted wh I palled tbrouga Aa;bara, and do undoubtedl, exift 
there to this day. What .puts an nd to a.ll this argumen 
is am tter f faCt, ich is., .that the AbylIlnians continued 
Jew nd .P ~ n, d wer found to be fo above 300 ye,) 8 

nfter the time e ApofH s. Inil:ead, th refore, of taking 
the lirft of this lift{Ba.zen) ~ he prince under whom Abyl:' 
iinia as .convert d from Judaifm, a aut ors have advan cd, 

rmi y to byffinian a-nnals, we 1hall fix up n 
(Ab - h, 1 om w believe to be but 

,_ .. ut"P.) t r into the narrative iOf that 
~ul~."~....,l 1 obfj , that, fro Hazen to 

g 34' cars inclufi ,the ig~lth of Bazen be-
h . J Y t of the ·con erlion 

'~",rou~ha, it mull: have 



St Ath3.na.fiu$" ho ~as himfelf ordained to that See 
the ye r 326. Therefor, any aceD t, prior to th' 
lion a d convcrfJDn, llitta be falie, and this on croon 

rdination muft have therefore happened a Ut the, ar 330, 
.or pallibly fome few year later; for Soc rate itt fays, ha 
~t Athanafius him£i 1£ as then but ne 1 elected to 
of Alexandria. .. 

• t 

IN order to clear our way of difficulties, before we begin 
the narrative of the con erfion, we 1hall obfe ,.in thi " 
plaoe, the reafon I jufr hinte~ at, why fume. eccl kaftical 
writers had attributed the converfion. :Abyffinia to t~ ' 

Apoftles. There was found, or prete d to be found in 
Alexandria, ~ anon, of a oouil£il id to be that of c t and 
this "anon never before been known, nor eve feet). in 
any other place, or in any language, except the Arabic; an , 
from infpeltion, I-may add, that it ii fuch Arabic th"t ~ ree 
will convey he meaning it WaJ intended. In eed, . t be 
conftrucd according to the ftrid: rule of grammar, it ill 
not convey any fenfe at' aU. This canon gwat pre
cedency of tlie-Abuna of Ethiopia in all after' councils, and 
it places him immediately after t e p l~te of lcutia. 
This moil. onourable antiquity looked pon and bcafl-

of for th ir 0 n rpofe ' the Jefuit dikR~,*' 
finite val toth h of.~..,p 



~l ... mti·us (the apo{Ue of the Abyffinians) came firft in 
country; a queen igned, whi h is an ab£ lute ontr. 

didion to what we have already !tated, and would feern to 
favour the frory of queen Candace. To this 1 anfwer 
That though it be true that 11 wom~n are e dud d froll 
thC'# Abyffinian throne, yet it is as true that the e is a la~~, 
Or cuilom, as ftrk9:1y obferved as the other; that the que 11 
upon ho~ head the king fhall have put the cro n in hi 
life-time, it matt<!rs not wlieth r it be her hufband or fon, 
or ny other relation, that woman. is regent of the king
dom, and guardian of ev ry minor king~ as lOI1g a fh 
fhaU live. Suppofibg, therefore, a queen to be crowned by 
her huiband, whieh huiband fhould die and leav a fon, 
all the brothers and uncles of that fon would b bani1.hecl, 
and confined prifoners to the mountain, and the lIu en 
would have the care of the kingdom, and of the king, du
'ring his minority. If her fon, mor over, was to die, and a 
minor [uce ed who was a collateral, or no relation to her, 
brought, perhaps; fronl the mountain, fhe 'ould ftill b re
gent i nor does her office ceiife but by the king's cOluing of 
a ,whofe ducatlon, cloathing, and maint~nance, ih , In 
t1).c mean time, abfolutely dire s, according to her own 

'n; nor can there another regent during her lifc-ti 
This re en~ r life, is c lea bl'gh?; and thi was proba 
the tuation of the kingdbm at the time we mention, as h'
fiory; info s us the king was then a minor, and coni' -
q t en as t go mment of his 
ki B ' as ' app ar to have been, 

, hands·, Of this Office I thall fpeak 
~ce. 
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J 'IERol'lUs, a: philo ~phcr at Tyre, a Greek hy nille' •• CI 

by religion, had taken a paffage in a fbi!, all the Red Be 
India, and had with him two young men; Frumentius and 
CE(lcfi 1 " hom he intended to bring' up to trade, after h..v· 
ving given· them a very liberal education.. It: h ppen d 
their v'eifel" was caft away on a rock upon the aoafl: , of1i\~ 

byffini. Meropius, defending himfcl1i, was fiain by the 
native , and the· two boys carrried to Axum, the capital 0 ' 

Aby11illia, where the Co,urt then- refided; T ugh young, 
they foon began to fuew the advantages .a.tt nding a liberal 
c<.tucatfbn. They 'acquired th~ . language "W.-'t"}" -fpeedily; 
and, as that country is naturally inclined', to ' admire {han
gers, there wer foon looked upon-as two prodigies. <Edc .. 
fius, probably the dullt!ft of·the two, was fet over the king's 

ouf<!hoTd and wardrobe, a place that has been filled can .. 
Handy by a ftranger of that nation to this very day. Fru
lnentius was jlldged worthy by the queen to .have the care 
of the young prince's education, to · whi~h,· 1 dedicatee! 
hinlfeli entirely. . 

FTER having inftru&e(l' his pupil· forts of learning, 
. he ftrongly inlprelkd him with a love and veneration for 

Chrifiian religion; after which h himlelf fet Ollt for 
xandria, wher , ~ has been already faid~ lie found St •. 

Athanafius De ly ded:ed to· that 

• Vid. ~arOD, tom.,.. p. 331. et alibi paaim .. 
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·on and'profeffion. lIe or(hlille~\ Frumcntius bith p f 
at country, who infl:antly returned and found the y 1.1l1g 

king·his pupil"in' th.e fame good difpofltiOll as forulerly; 
he embraced.dhriftianity; the greateft part of Abyffinia f, 1 
lowed hi' example, and the church of Ethi pia continucc! 
with this bUhop in pet-feet unity and fricndiliip till hi 
death; and though grcat troubles arofc from herdics bing 
propagated in tli,: Eail, that. cHurch, and the fountain hcn c 
it derived its faith (Alexandria,) }"clnained UllCOntalllinated b 
any mIre dOCl:riRC •. 

BOT it wa not long after this, that Atianifin broke out 
under Conftantius the Emperor, and was ftrongly fay lrecl 
by him. We havc indeed a ,letter· of St Athanafius. to that 
Emperor., who had applied to him to clcpofe Frunlcntiu from 
his See.for refuting to ,embrace that hcrefy, Or adinit it in:. 
to his diocefc&-

this I convcr1wn 



. f 
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t 

Waf'rf the Elephant-Firj1,Apptaranee of the Sm.all-Po:(_yewl perft .. 

elite- tbe Chrif/ians in drabia-IHfoated oJ the A.IJ.!fIinioNs;""'Mahotnet 
pretends a divi,1e Mijftott--Opinion concef'ning the KOf'Q1t'-Rc'VoI .. 
tion u dCf' yudith-Rtjloration of ,be 'Line if Solomon from Shoa. 

TN the reigns of the princes Abreha and Atzbeha, the A
.1 byffinian annals mention an expedition t? have happen
ed into the farthen part of Arabia Felix, which the Arabian 
authors, and indeed Mahomet himfelf in the ~ran calls by 
the name of the War of the Elephant, and the c ufe of it 
was this. There was a temple nearly in the ~ddle of the 
peninfula of Arabia, that had been held in the greatcft 
neration for about l400 years. lfh Arabs fay, am, 
when {hut out of po,radife, pitch kist t on 'fpot; 
while Eve; from fome accident or orh r I am t acq int
d with, died and as buri d on th thore of I 

at ] idda. T 0 days journey f.l from is place, h 
of green fods a ut fif~ yard i le.n ,i f'tf'UO,_n 

cay. In this temple' alfo was a black ilone, 1.1 
aco law the vifion mention d in fcripture, of ..th 

defcending, and afcendiQg into Heaven. It is . 'LI..IIo;,C:W 

~ith more appearance of probability, that this 
, 3 
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I 

• f by Sefoftris, i his voyage to .Ara ia Ii', and that 
as orlhipped there under the name of Otiris, as ho 

en was in every part of Egypt. 

, THE great veneration the neighbouring nations paid to 
this tower, and idol, fuggefied th very natural thought f ' 
Inaking the telnple the market for th . de from Afric 
and India; the liberty of which, we may fnppou ,lad b en 
in fOlne meafure, reftrain d, by the fettlerrlCntS whi h fo .. 
reign nations had made on botll'cqafis of the Red Sea. To 
remedy which, they eho e this town in the he £t of the 
country, acceffible on all fide, and commanded on non, 
calling it Decca, which fignifies the Houfe; though Mah .. 
met, after breaking the idol and dedicating the tempI to 

I 

the e God, named it Mecca, under which nam it 1 a. 
continued, the centre or great mart of the India trade to . 
thjs day. 

• 
IN order-to divert this trade into a channel more onvc .. · 

nient for his prefent dominions, Abreha built a ry Iarg 
church or temple, in the country of the Hbnlcrit s, cmd 
nearer the Indian. Ocean. To encourage alfo the r fort 

e extended to it all the privil ges, proteCtion, 
that longed to the Pagan temnic 0 
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excrements. 

. I 
,. Tm-s violent facrile~e and affront was foo 'reported to 
Abreha, who, mounted upon a white elephant at the head ~ 
a confiderable army, refolved, in return, to deftroy the temple 
of Mecca. With this intent, he marched through that ftripe 

• 
of low country along the fea, called TehaIlla, where he met 
with no 0ppofition, nor fv:fPered any diftrefs but from ant of 
water; aftar which, at the head d ,his ,army, ,he, fat .down 
befo.te Mecca, as he fuppofed. /> 

ABOU THA'LEB "(Mahomet's grandfather, as 'it is thought) 
was th~n kc pcr of the Cab a, who had intereft with hi 
countrymen the Beni K@FCHh to prevail ,upon t'hem to make 
no refiftance, nor thew any figns of wilhing to make a d'C!
fence. He had prefented himfelf early to A\ueha upon his 
march. Tkere as a temple of fitis at Ta.ief, which, as a 
rival to that of ceca, was looked upon by the Beni Korei1h 
w~th a jC4\.lous cye. Aibrcha was fo far mifled by the intel
ligence given hint by Abou T.haleb, that he miftook the 
Temple of Taief for that of Me-cca, and raz d it to tl 
oundation, after which he prcpar.cd ItO,l'\ turn home. ' 

• • 
HE was foon after lnfornlcd of his miftake, and .not rc- . 

renting 'of what he had crlrcady done, refolved to d ftroy· 
ecca alfo. bou Thalcb, however, had ver'left his fid' , 

by his groa hofpitality'tand the plen~y e p~u d to th 
Flllpcror's a.nn}" he f~ gained Abrcha, mat he~ngt ~n i 
quiry, he was no mean nun, but a prin~ of the tri of 
DCl:li Korcifh, noble Arab;.;, he ,ohligcd bim to ~t in hi pra

{ene 



THE SOUR·CE o.F THE. 

and kept hiln conftantly with "hill). as companion. 
~ftt not kno ng how to reward him fuffici ntly, Abrc... •. 

ha defired him'to a1k any thing in his power to grant, and 
h would fatis h'im. Abou Thaleb, taking him at lUs 
word, wi d to be provided with a man, that fuould bring 
baok forty 0 en, the foidiers had Rolen from him . . 

ABltEHA, who expeCted that he favour he was to aik, was 
to {pare the T mple, which he ha~ in that cafe r folved in 
his mind to do, could not conceal his·afionithment at fo filly 

• 
a requeft, and he could not elp teftifying this to Abou Tha ... 
leb, in a manner diat thewed it ha<llowcred him in his f
teem. Abou Thaleb, fmiling, replied very calmly, If tha 
before you is the Temple of God, as I believe it is, you fuall 
never dellroy i~ if it is his will that it !bould ftand: If it is 
no the Temple of God, or ,which is the fame thing) if he 
has t>rdaincd that you lliould dearoy it, I thall not only affifl: 
you in demoli.ihing it, but thall help you in carrying away 

• 
the laB: ftone of it upon my thoulders: But as for me, I am 
a fbepberd, and the care cattle is my profcffion; t;venty 
of th hich a e ftolen are not my own, and I thaU 

....... ·' .... n for diem to-morrow; for neither you nor I 
thi fs an affair God will interfere in; and 

therefore a ply to you for a foldier who will feek the 
ana b ing back my 0 cn, that my liberty be not ta-
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which h let f. 11 upon Abreha's army, fo th t they all. 
deftroyed. The author of the manQ.fcript from whic 
have taken this fable, and which is alfo reI ted by feveral 
other lifiorians, and mention d by Malto et in the Koran, 
does not fcern to f wallow the ftory implicitly. jar he fay8~. 
that there is no bird that b a face like a lion, that A u 
Thaleb was a Pagan~ Mahomet being not then come, and 
th~t the Cb.riftians were wodhipp 1'8 of the true God, the Oou . 
of Mahomet; and. tl refore. if any mitacle as wrought 

• 
her , it was a miracle' of the vi~ a ~ry' fa our of 
Paganitm, and d ftru(.~i of dlcfbelief of ~ true God. In 
eoncIuG ~ he fays, that it was t t 's tiIrle that tl fmall-rox 
and meall s tidi broke out in Arabia., and almoB: totaIly def,... 
troyed the army of Abreha.. But if the ftone,. ig as a: 
pea, t1'1ro n by the Ababil, had "illed Abreha's army to th 
aft m;Ul, it does not apr> ho;w any of them could die a£ 

tcrwardsl. either by tIl fmaJJ,.pox or meailes. 

t 

, in th', fad:, is, thac 
be the zra of the firft. 

ppearaoce of that tem I.e diu afc, t fmall-pox,. which we' 
about the ar 356; and it is hig 11 P obab ;, 

from oth ci cumftiUl<: "that tbe Abyffinian armyw 
fLrft vier m co it.. • 

• • 





; . 
nat10JlS 

. 
PHINEAS, a prince of that nation from Medina, having 

b t St Areta , the Gqvernor of ajiran, began to\ per£; clIte 
the Chriftians by a ne fpecies of cruelty, by ordering rr
tain furnac s, or -pits full of fire, to pr pared, into whi~h 
he threw as many of the inhabitants of ajiran as refufe 
to renounce Chriftianity. Among thefe a 1M. , {o c ll .. · 

I • 

cd by the Greeks, Aryat.by the Arabs, and Hawaryat, which 
fignifies ( the evangelical, by, the ~byfiinians, ,tog ther with 
ninety of his companions. Mahomet, in his Koran, men
tions, this tyrant by the name of tl Mafter of thefiery pit/, 
wid out either condemning or praifing t u . on; on1 , 
faying,!· '[he fuffcrers iliall be witnefs againft him at the. 
lail: day.' 
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~_ .. -.-ore. It was not long b~fore ~h Emperor d croill d 
i Red Sea with his army; nor had Phineas loft any time in 
colleCting his fcattercd forces to opporc him. A battl was the 
confequence, i ruch tl e fortune of Caleb again pre ail d . 

• 
IT would appear· that the part of Ar bia, n ar ajiran, 

which was the fcene of Caleb's viCtory; belonged t th 
GrecianEtn ror Juftin,becaufl Aretas applied dir cHy to him 
at Conftantinople r fuccour ; an~ it was at J ufrin' r que 
only, that Caleb. marched to tIl a-ffillancc of Ar~tas, a .. 
friend, but not as a fove ign; and as fu h alia, ALrel a . 
Governor of Yemen, marched to affill Aretas, with the -
byfiinian troops, from the fouth of Arabia, againfl: the 
ftranger Je s, ho were ill.vaders from Pal ftine, and who 
had no conneCtion with ~ e Abyillnian Je ;vdh Homcritcs, 
natives of the fouth coaft o£ Arabia, oppofite to Saba • 

• 
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be~ re M ca, 1 ich will ~ri~g down the introduai 
the {mall-pox to the 'Yea 522, jua: 100 years before the H 
gira, and both ¥abian and Abyilinian accounts might be 
then t e. 

THE t 0 officer 110 go rntd en, and oppofue 
• .to aft Azab, hich, as we have above mentioned, long 

to byffinia, ere fiile<l Noj'!/Ji, as as th ing alfo, and 
, both of them ere cro~ed with old. I am, therefore, 

perfuade{d, this is the r~afon of the confuffOn of natn s we 
meet in Arabian manuf-cript , thit treat of he fO ercigns 0 

yenten. This, Ill()r 0\1 '1", is the foundation of th ftory 
found i Arabic manufcrl.pts, that ]afJ'ar, Mahomet's brother, 

d t (the ajafhi, hag mor of Ye , a as 
kindly reated by him, and kept t re rill he jo"ned his bro
thel at e campaign of Hy are. ~n after his great ic-

, tory over the' Beni Korciih, at the Iaft battle of Beder Ftu
nein, Mahomet is faid to Ita written to t e &me ajailii 
a letter of thanks, for his ind tertainment his h r, 
inviting him (as a reward) to embrace his r igion, 
the aja1hi is fuppo{; d to ha re immediat ly com r 
No t all this is in the . c books, and all this is true, 
far as we cart conjeCture from t).le accounts of tbofe 'J.:JIH~ 
very partially tit by a fet of artn,:,head A got 
lots; fuch as (1.11 Arabic auth ~·ft t ti 

~ ( 

doubtcdly arc. The error only lies in the appl" ation of 
this it ty to the j:dhi, Ot ing of A ~ fttn' , tu 
frOln the {eene of thefe aC1:ions, on hi h uid 

. v ry unfavour~ ble tt' tho~ ,rires', 
ann countries, ha eo tc: 

mbrace th 
• 
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the Arab, £)f pati nc and felf-denlal, fuperior even to t 
is made neceffary to falvation by the gofp~l, his religiol1t ( 
at the bottom, was but a fyfrem of blafph my and falft -
ho d, corruption and injuftice. Mahom and his trib 
were moft profoundJy ignorant. There was not among , 
them but one man that could write, and it was not doubt-
ed he was to be Mahomet's fecretary, but unfortunately Ma
homet could not read his wJritjng. The fiory of the angel 
who brought him leaves of the Koran i~ well known, and 
• r 

fo is all ,the reft of the fuble. The wifer p",rt of his own re-
lation , indeed, laughed at the inlpudence of his pr t nding 
to have a communication with angels. ' Having, however, 
gained, as his apoftles, fome of ~he beft foldiers of the tribe 
of Beni Koreiih, and perfifting with great unifortnity in 
all hiS meafur s, he eftablifhed a new religion upon th 
Tuin of idolatry and Sabaifm, i.n the very temple of Mecca. . . ... 

NOTHING fevere was injoined by Maliq.rtlet, and the fre
quent prayers and wafuings with water which he direCted, 
were gratifications to a fedentary people in a very hot 
country. The lightnefs of this yoke, ther fore, recommend
ed it rapidly to thofe who were difgufted with long faft. 
ing, penances, and pilgrimages. The poifon of this falfe. ,. 
yet not fevere religion, fpread itfclf from that fountai to 
all the trading natlOns: Indla, Ethiopia, Africa, 1 Mia, 
fuddenly mbraced it; and every caravan carrie61'into the 
hofom of it country people not mor~ attached [0 tl1l<Ie, 
than zealous to preach and propaga{e their new faith.. The 

r . 
Temple of Mecca {thF (tId rendezvous of the; I . trad) 
·perhaps was never more frequt;nted than it"il 1 , 

and the motives of the journey are equally ae and ~ Ii-. 
g ion, as th y were form rly. 

3 
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I SlIALL here men~ion, that thcAra~s b gun very foon to 
y tters, and came to be very partial to their own Ian .. 

~age; Maho~et himfeIf fo much fo, that he held oUt his 
Koran, for its el ance alone, as a greater mir ele than tha . , 
of raifing the dea(J. This was not univcrfally allow d. a 
tha~ rime,; as there w re even then compofitions fuppofed 
to equal, if not to furpafs it. In my time, II ave {i en in Bri. 
tain a {pirit of enthufiafm for this book in preferenct~ to 
all others, not jnferior to that' which poifdfcd'M h.omet's 
.followers, Modem unbelievers (Sale ~nd his difciples) have 
gone every length; but to y direCtly that ,it w s.dtifrated 
by the Spirit of God.. xcepting the command in Genefis 
chap. ~ ver. 3. "And God faid, Let there be light; and there 
was light;" they defy us to ihew in fcriptul'e a pafiage 
e ua1 in fublunity to m y in the Koran. ollowing, ·lIith
out Inquiring, what has been handed down from one to 
the. thcr, .thcy wonl( cr m us with abfurditics, which ~ 
man of fenCe can f -allow. They fay the Koran is compo
fed in a ftyle the U'lofi: purc, and chafic, and that the tribe 
of enl KorciiIl was the moll: polite, learned, and noble of 
al t e Arabs. 



( 

nowledge in t4; Ar,bic, ha q oted fr.om t 
hundr c.i words. either Abyfiiman, Indian, Pe Ian, UllL101'~~ 
Syrian, Hebre , or Chaldaic, which · gs k to 
root, and a{cribe them to the nation t\l~, came from. In
deed it could not be otherwife; there cara.vans, continually 
rowding with th ir trade to M¢cca, muft have l vitiated e . 

original tongll6 by an introduCtion of De term d new 
:dioms, into a language labouring under a penury ofvoca n-
Ics. But 1liall anyone for this perfuad , that a bOo is a 
model of pure, elegallt, 'c;hafte ngli1h, in_ ch tliere 1hall 

e a ' thoufand ords of WeIth, Iri1h, Gaeli 
Spaniih, Malabar Mexican, and Laponi-m ? What ould be 
hought of fuch a medley? 'or, at leaft, coUld it be recolXl

mended as a pattern for riting pure En,lllh ~ 
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Arabia, forced all tho~ that yet remained.to ta~ 
th frican fide, in the little diftriCl:s which now gre Minto 
c nfidcration. Adel, Mara, Had a, Au1fa, \\fypo, Tarfhith, 
and a number of other frates, now affiltJed the name of 
k.ingdoms, and foon obtained power and wealth 'iup ri6r to 

• » 

~an y older ones.. ' 

THE overnor of Yemen or Naja1hi) converted now to 
the faidl of Mahomet, retired' to the African fide of the 
"ulf. His government, long ago, -having been fuak n to 

the very' foundation b the Aralnan war, was at' laft totally . 
ftroyed. But the Indian trade at Adel ore a face of . 

profperity, that h.a.d the features of ancient ri 
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•• 
OMAR, ftcr fubduing Egypt, dcfiro~cd the valuable libr 

rr at Alexandria, but his fu ceifors tb u' ht ry diffi·rcntly 
from him in the article of profane lcarniI. :.rcck bo ks 
of all kinds (efpeciaUy thofe pf Geometry, A~ollon y, ancl 
Medicine,) were earche<:l for eery where and trani1i t d. 

• Sciences :Bou,nili.ed and were ric mag d. Tra at th 
fame time kept pace, and' cr afed with mo ,} d '. . 0= 

graphy and aftrodomy ' rere every here diligently fiud' d 
and foHdly applied to make the voyag s of men f '0111 pI. c 
to place fafe and expedidous. The Jews (confrant ferva. t5 

of th Arabs) imbibed a ' oonfiderable fhare of th t 11: fOlr 

learning. ... 



• 
f 'TRA ELS TO~ nISCOVE 

of the ne\Vly-preachet4 but une<J:1;livocalereligio 
m t. , . 

AN independent fovereignty, in one fami.\y of Jews, had 
al ays been preferveq on the mountain of Sam and .. th 
royal refidence was upon a high-pointed rock, called t e 
Jews Rock: Sevetalother inacceflibl mountains fel'"fed: 
natural fortrelfes for trus peoDle, now grown ery confider. 

~ 

~ble by -frequent acceffions of ftrength from Paleftine an 
Arabia, hence the Jews had been e pelled . dean and Ju 
dith were 'then king and queen ofche Jc ~ theirdaugh .. 
ter Judith (whom in Amhara. they call F/fhtr, and fom rim s 
Saat, i. e.jire *,) was a woman of great beauty, and talent'S for 
intrigue; had been marrieii to the governor ofa fman diftri& 
called Btl na, in the neiglibourhQOd of Lafta, both hich 
cOUQ.tries were likewife much iqfeCl:cd ith Judaifm. 

c • 



CE OF 'tHE NItR. , . , . 
$u' p:ation of th~ ace of SolomoD\ Accordingly {he fu _ 

. ed the rock · ap1O, hd .flew the w hoI princes there, tc) 

the num er,.it is {aid, of about 400 • 

• 
• SOME nobles of Amhara, upon the firft news of th ataf-

qophe a: Daxp.o, cGuveyed the infant king Del Naad, now 
the only remaining prince of his racc,. into thc powerful 
and loyal province of Shoa, and by this mean th<:, royal 
family was pref,rved to be' again reftored.· JucJith took 

• po1feffion of the throne in defianc~ of the law of the queen 
of Saba, by this "the firft i\lterruption of the fucccffiDn in the 
line of Solomon, and, contrary to what might have been ex
peCted from .the violent means fhe had ufed to acquire the 
crown, the not only enjoyed it herfelf during a long r ign of 
40 y • b t tranfm' tted jt alfo to five of her pofterir ,all of 
them barbarous names, originating probably in Lafta: T~hcfc 
W raid'to ~ • • 



:A VELS TO D 
• •• 

kno,v is, that wi\h theln the c8ur return d to th 
religion, ahd that they were ftill D duE • t ttQm their 
dec ffors in manners as in religion. Though ufurpers, as 

c 
were the others, th ir names ' are preferved \\iith every mark 
of refpeCl: and· veneration. They are,'· f • 

. ~1'ecla Haimanout~ f • 

Kedus Harbe, 
Itibarek, 
Lalibala, , . . 
Imera.nha Chrifto$, . . 
Naacu.eto La~b 

{ 



- . 
IN the 'gn f.Lalibala, near abbut the 1200, there was 

t peJ;(j c don in Egypt againft the Chriftians, aite' 
c cOllqu~ and efpecially againft the m fons, 
, and..he of fione, who ow re looked upon by 

I the grea of ah9minations; this ,Princ open-
ed an afylum in hia dominiQns .t all rugitives of th~ kind, 
of whom he colleCted a prodigious' enumber. Ha ing be
fore him as ii cUnens th ancient works- of th~ 'I"roglo. 
dytes, he directed a umber of churches to be hewn out of 

iolid rock in his native country of Lafta, where they 
.Baln untouched to thi day, and where they will proba ... 

. th rity. Large column 'with • 
. ,tn1I"ftV!Id out of folip roCk, and every {pedes of {il"-

pa!ment that uld have been executed in build .. 
of &padte detached ilone , above ground. 

• • 

• THI 

• • • • 

; 



• 
• 

EtS T 'O Dr , 
c 

Tnl Ilrincc did· not adopt- d~ ' wikl 'dea. 'ti, 
eOUl'fe of th. Nile out of irs p,tefent channel; updn the pof
fibility or impoffibility of whichi the argtllncnt lfo warmly 

d fo Ibng agitat d)'atways moil iirtp~Q~rly turns. His. 
'dea was to famifh Egypt: and, as· the ferti1ftyo~ that un · 
try d pends not utx>n. the ordinary h~amt ut the ttaot. 
dinary inareafc 'of it. by the tropical raiIU, ~ie ' is· f: id to . 
ha e fo\1n~ by an esact fllrvey and cakulation, t at there 

~ , 
ran on roe fummit, or· higheft p l't C[)f 1;hc. country', fevera1-! 
ri er~ wll·ch.could b v.uerc ted byltl' es,a~dtheirftrea .. 
direCted' ~ntQ ' the low country f~.lthward,· i~ead ,of joining: 
he iI, a gmenting~it and running north am. y this . 

h found 'h ·fh.oukl be -a.ble..fo to difapjlOi titl increafe, th tt 

it never ould. rift to a height. pr~r to fit gypt for culti 
v.atio 1. And thn fat he as nted.in his ideas of fuc-
c~ding (as I h en infot:m by. tlit people of that' .. 

. country) that he did~ int rfeCt'and"can-y into.the: India ~. 
( ecan, two very large rivers" which have. oy ' fin(% fto d . 

that way, and he was carrying a ievel to the lake Zawaia, .. 
, ,vhere m ny 'rivers mpty themfelVes in the ginning of. ' 

the rains,. Wl1ich would h ve. effeCtually divert d die courfe' 
ef them· all, and :not. but in 1Dnie.dc . iminiJh th . 
( 

.. below. 



THE SOU.RCE OF 'PHE NItF,,; 3 
., .. . 

imfelf had often vifitetj. th· ro, and wa c nvinced the ~ 
dert king wa ve poffible ~ith fudi hands, and' n the cir .. 
cumftanecs things tlien were. He told me likewife, that, iI1 a 

cltten aecoqd~ hieh he-had feen in Shoa, ~t wa.s. ra.id that 
this prince as dbt interrupted by death in his naerta~ 
kinl. but perfuade<\ by the monks, tha~ if a gTeater quan 

. tity of watet let do n into the dry kin.&doms of Hade 
M~ra, d Adel, increafing in population every day,~ and 
even now, almoft equal jn, p wer to Abyffini 'trelf, mete 

. barren kingdoms ould become she garden of the .world i 
and fuch a nuJll.ber of Sar.;1cens, dmodged flom, '(yypt by 
the 1irft appearance of the ile's failing, wo~ld fly thither· 
that they would not only withdraw thofc countries from 
their obedience, but be ftrong enough to over-run the whol 
kingdo of Abyiinia. U n this as Amha afous informed' 

,LaU I gave ov r hil firB: {cheme, which was the fa .. 
•• m.ithing t)f Egy t; and, t'hat his next was employing .~e 

men in fubt rraneous churches; a ufclefs xpence, but mor _ • 
level to the un~tlanding of common ~n dian rh for- . 



To Lalibala fucceeded Imeranha Chriftos. ~~arkable for
nothing but being fon of {uch a, father as halibaia, a~ fa~ 
thcr to fuch a fOIl -as aacueta Laa ;J>oth of them diftin
guifbed for works very -e traordmary, though very differ
ent in their kiDde the firft, t~at is thofe of he father We! 

have alreadythinted at, conftfti~g in great mechanical un .. 
dertak~ngs. The other as an operation of the mind, of· I 
friU moJ;,€ .. difficult nature, a viCtory over ambit~on, the vol~ 
untary abdication of a c;rown to ruch J1.e fi ceedcd with~ 
out imputation of any cr.imL. . 

i TE9LA .HAIMANOUT, a monk a d'native of Abyfiinia, hact 
been ordained Abuna, and had f6unded the famous monaf
tef), of Debra Libanos in Shoa. He.was a man at 6nce ce ... .. 

(' .brated for the fanctity of his life; the goo9ncfs Qf hit under-' 
, ian ding, ana love to his country; and, by ~ e traordinary 

iJliluence, obtained over the rei ing king Naacueto Laabt 

he perfuaded him, for coofcie ce fake, to refign ~ crown, 
which (however it might be faid with trut that h re
«;eived it from his father) could ne'fer be purged from 
fta.in and crime of u{ urpation.. 



... -
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9N BA.kIMlED, BUT REIONINC) IN SHOAt 
• 
Det aad, 
Mahaber Wedem, 

• gba Sion, • 
Tzenaf Araad, • 
Nagath Zare, . 
Asieha, 
Jacob~ •• 
Bahar Segued, 
Adamas Segued, 
Icon Amlacl 

AA,CUBTQ LAAB,. of e houfe of Zagu , was; it 
a juft and peaceable prince • .' 

~ , . . . , 
• •• 

UNDER Cihe mediation- of Abuna Tecla Haimano t, ,. 
·treaty was mad~ between him and Icon Amlac confifiing. 

• of four articles, all ery ex.traordinary in their .kind. 

THB mil ,that aacueto· :Laab, prince of the houfc of 
___ ... 1hould forth iili refign the kingdom of Abyillnilt 
to Icon c, reigning prince of the line of Solomon then 
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Tn, third ' article as, That one third ~ the kingdom 
fuould ,be appropriated and" ceded abfolutely to the A-

( 

buna kimfelf, for the m2.intenanc of his own flate, and · , . . 
fupport rot the clergy, cony nts, and churches in the king-
.dom; and this became afterwards an rera) or'epoch, in Abyf.. 
lillian hillary, <alled the ua. of partition. 

TH nh, and lall: article, pr~ded, that no native Abyf • 
..:fir~an could thereafter be chofen' ~buna, and this e n tho' 
he was ordained at, and fent fr n1 t.::airo. In virt6e of WI 

( '~reaty, concl,udcd and folemnly fworn l ~on...Am1ac took 
poffeffion of his throne, and the ather cOntracting parties 
of the provifions refpeCtively allotted them. 



. ' 

• • 
lC~QFTH ~S 

• ••• 
o • of t kin;iPm to~ t·- Abltna~ it has oe in great 

meafi re ,reli ed, as may na 1y upp fe, upon diffi r w 

• entpretence «>). milbe avjour, true ' alledged, by th~ king 
r JYs miniRe.rjt :the ~rft great invafion of it bci in the 

• 

• • 

fu~cque~t reign of kIng Th odorns,owho, far from lofing 
PQPularity by his i~raCtion. has becll eyer reckoned a mo~ 
del for fov~ s. • • 

• • 
• 

• • 
• 

YOLUME FIRST'. 

• • 

• • • -. 

• 


