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Wah, th Oafis Magn~ of antiquity, and f1 into the great 
Defert of Selima. 

T 11 It E E miles beyond Siout, th.e win d turned dil'eCl:l y 
:6 uth, fa we we.cc obliged to flay at Tilna th reft of the 20th.. 
I- was wearied with continuing in. the Doar, and went on 
thore at Tima. It is a finall town, fill:round d like the reft 
,vith groves of palin-tr<~ s. B low Til a: i a,l1dini, t lree 
mil s on the eaff fide. "Eh ilc is here full of fandy iflanis. 
Thofe that th inundation has firft left-ar all.£ wn; thefe 
are chiefly on th cait. The others on the ft w barrer 
and uncultivated·; all of th m moil:ly compofed of fand. 

\ 

I WALK:an into th.e defert ellind the villag 1 and ih t 
a contid rable numbeI of ~he bird call d G to, and:{; , ral 
1 ar s likewif'C,:£4 tha I lcnt ne 0 my:{; 1 ants!- ad d to 
th . boat. I then walked dOWll p Ii a fnlall village called: 
{ 'zel t el Himma, and-re urned by a' fEll fmall I' ne cal1-
cd Shuka, about a qu rter of a mile from Tima. I VI s x­
cecdingly fatigued with the heat by th~ fouth wind '* hI w­
ii: g, and the deep fand all the lid' of th mountain. I was" 
then beginningmyapprenticefhip, which I fully c mpleatcd .. 

T n ~ people" thefc v:illages ere in appearan e little' 
' D mitcrable' than: thofe of th villages had ' paired. 

Tht..'j" feem d fuy and furly at firft, but, upon converfation, 
b came placid en ugh. I bought fome m dal fro n the 1 
of no value, and my fervants telling th m I was a phyfician, 
. gave my advice. . :Cc era! of the fick. TIlls reconciledl 

, ilim 
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them p r£ cHy, they brought Ine frefh water and fome fu­
gar-canes, whi~h they fplit and fl:eeped in it. If they were 
fatisfied, I was very much fo. Th y told me of a large {eene 
of ruins that was about four miles difiant, and offered to 
fend a perfon to conduCt me, but I did not accept their of-. 
f.er, as I was to pars there next day. 

THE 2 lit, in the morning, we came to Gawa, where is 
the fecond {cene of ruins of gyptian architeCture, aft r 
leaving Cairo. I immediately went on ihore, and found 
a {mall temple of three columns in front, with the capitals 
entire, and the columns in fevera1 feparate pieces. Th y 
feenled by that, and their flight proportions, to be of the 
moftmod r11 f tha.t fpecies of building; but the whole 
were covered with hi roglyphics, the old ftory over again, 
thc hawk and the ferpent, the man fitting with the dog's 
] ead, with the perch, or rrteafuring-rod ; in on hand, the he­
mifphe 'e and globes w' th wings, and leav.es of th banana­
u"ce, as is fupp {cd, in his oth r. The tenlple is filled with 
ru.bb·fh. nd dung of cattle, which the Arabs hl'ing in here 
to !helter them fro In the heat. 

Mr NORD N fays, that thefe are the remains of the ancient 
Diofpolis arva, but, th ugh very loth to differ from him, 
and wi tho 1 th leaft dire of riticifi'ng, I annot hcre he 

f his opini n. r Ptolem , I think, mak s iofpolis arva 
ah ut lat. 26 0 40'; and alVa is 27° 20', which is by much 
too great a (liiE ren e. eiides, Diofpolis and its nome wer 
far to the U uthward of anopolis; but we than thew, hy 
undoubted eviden e, th t Gawa is to the north ard. 

TUERt 
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THEll! are two villages of this name oppofite to each 
other; the 'one Gawa Shergieh, which means the Eaftern 
Gawa, and 'this is by much the largeft; the other Gawa 
Garbieh. Several authors, not knowing the meaning of thefe 
,terms, call it Gawa Gebery; a word that has no fignifica .. 
cion whatever, but Garbieh means the Weftem. 

I WAS very well pleafed to fee here, for the iirft time, two 
lhepherd dogs lapping up the water from the ftream; then 
lying down in it with great Ii eming leifure and fatisfac­
tion. It refuted the old ~able, that the dogs living on the 
banks of the Nile run as they drink, for £ ar of the croco­
dile. 

ALL around the villages of Gawa Garbieh, and the plan­
tations belonging to theIn, Mefhti and Raany, with th irs 
alfo joining them (that is, all the weft fide of the riv r) are 
(:ultivat <1 and fawn from the very foot of the mountains t 

the water's edge, the grain being thrown pon the mud as 
foon as ever the water 1 as left it. Tl e wheat as at this 
ti~e about fdur inches in length. 

WE paired hr e villages, Shaftour, Commawhaia, and 
Zined'; we an hOTed off haftour, and within fight of Taahta. 
T ahta 1. a large illage, and in it are {; veral mofques. On 
the call i. a mountain called Jibbcl r dy, from a Turkiih 
faint, who was turned into a fnake, has Ii ed fevcral hun­
dred year l

', and i to liv for ev r. As 1 rifiians Moors, 
and Turks, all faithfully believe in thi , the co {; qucncc is, 
that abundance of non[~nfe is daily writ and told all cern­
ing it. 1\11' Norde.n difc ires it at large, a d afterwards 
gravely tells 5, he does not b li r i · j i 1 . ch I certainly 

OL. I. muft 
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nlufiJ l eartily join hiln, and rec6mmend :to my readers' to do·) 
the f; lI\e, without reading any thing about it . . 

ON the 22d, at night, we arrived at Achmim . . I landed 
my quadrant and inftruments, with a view of.obferving an 
ecli'pfe of the moon; but, imm dlately after ' her - rifing, . 
clouds and mift fo effeCtually cov red the whole heaven , 
that it wa pot ev n poilible to atch a .ftalJ of ally' fize paf­
fing the meridian. 

ACHMIM . is a ~ery confiderablc. place. It' belonged once 
to an Arab prin e f that name, who poffeifed it by a grant 
from the rand Sigl'lior, for a c rrain revenue to be paid 
yearly. That family is now extinCt:; and another Arab prince, . 
Hamam hekl of urihout, now rents it for his life-time, . 
from the Grand Signior, iNith ,ali the country (etcept Girge) ,J 

from .Siout to Luxor. ~ 

THE inhabitants 0 AchmiIn ar of a very yellow,un-
ealthyappearan e, probably owing to the bad air,. occafion­

cd by a very dirty caliih that pa.lfes through tlle town. 
There are, likewife, a great many t1: es, bufhes, and gar- . 
dens, about the fiagnated water, all whkh increafe the bad.~ 
qu::tlity of the .air. 

THERE is here what is called a Hofp!ce, or' Cbnventof re- . 
ligious Francifcans, or the entertainment of the converts, 
or perfecut d ChrifHans in Nubia, . when tbey can ji11d them • . 
This inftitution I ii eak ,of at large in the fequel. One of 
the laft princes of the houfe of Medi is, all patrons of learn- .. 
ing, propo~ d to furniih them with a compleat obfcrvatory" 
with the moil: p~rfe{.9: and exp!=!nfive inftr.uments; but they 

refufed 1 
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1:- ufed them, from a fcrupl leaft it would give umbrage 
to the natiyes. The fear that it ihould expofe their own ig­
..norance and idl nefs, I muft think, entered a little into the 
,confideration. 

THEY received us civilly, and that was juft all. I think 
I never knew a number of priefts met together, who differ­
ed fo little in ~ pacityand knowledge, having barely a r()... 
tin of fcholaftic difputation, on very other fubjeCl: in­
conceivably ignorant. B it lund rfl:ood afterwards, that 
they were low men, all Italians: fome of them had b en 
barbers, and fom 0 th m tailors at Milan; they afli cted 
to be all Anti-Copernicans, upon criptur principl · , for 
they knew ·00 oth r afironomy .. 

TUESE pri fts lived in gr at cafe and fafcty" were much 
protected and favoured by this Arab prince Hamam; and 
their acting as phyii ians reconciled them to the people. 
They t ld Ine there were about eight hundr d catholics in 
the town, but I believ the fifth part of t1 at numb r wOuld 
n ver have been founa, ven [uch catholics a theyar. 

h reft of them wer C phts, and Mrs, but very few 
'of the latt r, fo that the miffionaries live perfeCtly unmo­
: . ft d. 

TUEREwasamanufaCl:oryofcoarfeco · onc1oth in the town, 
to con 11erabl extent ; andgreatqu ntityofpoultry,eftecmcd 
the beft 1n gypt, was bred here, and ii'llt d wn to Cairo. Th 
r eafon i plain, the great c p rt r rr. hur" In is wheat; all 
the coun ry about it is :{; wn with tl at grL in, and the crops 
are Cupcrior to any in gypt. Thirty-tw grain pulled fronl 
the car was equal to forty-nine of the b ft: Barbary wheat 

2 gathered 



100 TRAVEL S TO DISCOVER . 
gathered in the fame feafon; a prodigious difproportion, if it 
holds throughout. The wheat, however, was not much 
nlore forward in Upper Egypt, than that lower down the 
country, or farther northward. It was little more than 
folir inches high, and fown down to the very edge of the 
water. 

THE people here wifely purfuing agriculture, fo as to pro­
duce wheat in the greateft quantity, have dates only about 
theIr houfes, and a few plantations of fugar can ncar 
their gardens . . As fcon as they have reaped their wheat, 
they fow for another crop, before the fun has drained the 
moifiure from the ground. Great pI nty of excellent fiih 
is caught here at A hmim, particula~'ly a large one call d 
the Binny, a figure of whi 1 I have giv n in the Appendix. 
I have {; n them bout four feet long, and one foot and a 
half broad. .. 

TH E people feemed to be very peaceable, and wen dif~ 
pOfed, but of litd curiofity, They exprdred not the I -aft 
furprife at feeing my larg qu drant and t I [cop SIn unt-

d. W paired the night in our t nt upon the river fide, 
without any fort of mol ftation, though the men are re­
proached with being v ry great thieves. But {i eing, J fup­
pofe, by our lights, that we were awak ,th Y Wel'e afraid .. 

TIlE women fe1dom marry after fixteen ; we fa v {; v l~J:l 

N"ith hild, ho t1 [; icl were not 1 ven. yecrrs old. Yet 
I <l jd n t bli I'Ve that tl men were Ief: .in fize, leu 1901'­
ous and active in dy,. than: in other pIa eSt T lis, one. 
would not imagine from th appcaran e thefe youngwiv s. 
make. Tl cy are little' better coloured than a corpu , and 

look:. 
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look older at fixteen, than many Engliih women at flxty, fo 
that yo ar.e to look for beauty here in childhood only. 

ACliMIM appears to be the Panopolis ' of the ancients, not 
only by its latitude, but alfo by an infcription of a very large 
triumphal arch, a few hundr d yards fouth of the convent. 
It is built 'with marble by the Emperor Nero, and is dedi­
cated in a Greek infcription, nANI GEO. The columns that 
were in its front are broken ·and thrown away; the arch it­
felf is either funk into the ground, or overturned on the 
fide, with little feparation of the fcveral pieces. 

THE 24th of December we left Achmilu, and carne to the 
village Shekh Ali on the weft, two miles and a quarter dif­
tant. We then paired Hamdi, about the f;l.lne difranc far­
t} er fouth ; Aboudarac and Salladi on the aft; then Salladi 
Garbieh, and Salladi Shergich on-the eaft and weft, as the 
names import; and a number of villages, alnloLl oppofite,. 
on each fide of the river. 

AT three o'clock in the afternoon ViC an-i ved at Girgc" 
the largeft town we had feen fince we 1 ft Cairo; which, 
by the latitu(ic Ptolemy has ery rightly placed it in, fhould 
be tl e Di fpoli arva, and not Gawa, as Mr Norden makes 
it. For this we know' is the beginning f the Djofpolitan 
nonlc, and is ncar a remarkabl crook of the Nile, as it 
fhould be. It is al 0 on the wcftern fiue of lhe river, as 
Diofpolis w s,. and at a pl"Oper d-iftance frOln D ndera" the 
ancient Tentyra, a nlark whi h cannot b miftaken .. 

THE . e ll1ake a kind of 10 P 1 ere; is very broacf, and 
th · cunent r ng. Vl e pailed it with a wind at north; but 

the 
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the waves ran high as in the ocean. All the country, ob 
'both fiu of the Nile, to Girgc, is but one continued grove 
of palm-trees, in ,which are feveral villages a fmall diftance 
from each other, Doulani, Gonf; ed, Dcirout, and Berdis, on 
the weft fide; \Velled Hallin, and Beni Haled, on the eait. 

. THE villages have all a very pieturefque appearance 
;among the trees, from th many pigeon-houfes that are on 
, h tops of them. The mountains on the eaR: begin to de­
part from the dver, and thofe 011 the weft to approach n ar ... 
cr it. It fe s to me, that, foon, the greateR: part of Egypt 
on the eaft fide of the Nile, between Achmim and Cairo, will 
be defert; not fr n1 th riling of the ground by th~ mud, 
a is fuppo£ d, but from the quantity of fand from the 
luountains, which covers the mould or carth feveral feet 
de p. ~This 24th of Decelnber, at night, we anchored be­
.tw en two villages, Beliar;i and Mobannipy. 

NExrr morning, the zsth, impatient to viiit tbe greateR, 
.and moil magnificent fceue of ruins that are in Upper Egypt, 
w e £ t ut fron Bcliani, and, about ten o'clock in the fore­
noon, arr'ved at Dendera. Al hough we had heard that the 
people of this place were the ve~y worft in Eg pt, we were 
n t ery apprehcllfi.v. W had two letters from the 'Bey, 
to the tw principal mU1 there, commanding them, as they 
w uld an[wer with their liycs and fortun s, to have a [pe­
cial care that no mifchi€.f befel us; and likewife a very 
preiIing letter to Shckh Hamam at :Furihout, in whofe ter­
l'itory we werc. 

I PIT BED ~1y tent by thc river fide, ·uft aboyc ,our bark, 
.aI d fcnt ,a nlC lage to tl (;! two l>rincipal pc pl , firft to the 

one, 
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, then to the other, defiring them to fend a proper 
erfon, for I had to deliver to them the commands of the 

Bey. I did nQt choofe to truft thefe letters vith our boat.! 
man; and Dendera is near half a mil f om the river. The 
two men c~e after orne d lay, and brought each of them 
a iheep; received the letters, went back with great fpeed, 
and, foon after, returned with a horfe and -three ' a1T~s, to 

carry me to the .ruins. 

DENDERA is a confider able town a this day, all covered ' 
with thick groves f palm-tre ,t e fame hat Juvenal d -
it ribes it to have b en in his time. J~venal himfcl£ mutt 
have feen it, at leaf\: one ,in pailing, as he himfelf di d in 
a kind, of honourable ~'"{ile at Syene, whilll in command 
there . . 

Ttrga f"g~ tlen, pr(p.flan~ibt;! oml1ibu! it!flatlt, ' 
~i vidna colulltumbroJa: Tl1Ityra pulm(['w 

Juv. Sat. IS· V. 75; . 

THIS place i governed by a cachdf'appointcd by Shekh ' 
Harnam. Aile fouth of the town, ar the ruins of two 
temples one of which is fo much buri d under ground, 
that little of it is to, be fe n; but the other which is by far 
the mo:H: magnificent, is entire, and acceilibl on every fide. 
It is alfu covered with luer glyphics, b th.. within and with­
out, all in r lief; and of e cry figur ,£Impl and compound, 
that ver has been p:ubliilicd, or aIled an hi roglyphic. 

THE f61'm of the building is an oblong fquare; the ends 
of which at" occupi d by two la ge apartm,ents, or . vefri-

les, .f p or by monflrous c lum ns, all covered with 
2- hierogly hic~ , 
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hieroglyphics likewife. Some are in form of men and 
beafts; fome:u em to be the figures of inftruments of facri­
nce, while others, in a fmaller fize, and lefs diftinCl:: form, 
{eern to be infcriptions in the current hand of hieroglyphics, 
of which I ihall fpeak at large afterwards. They are all 
finUhed with great care. 

THE capitals are of one piece, and confift of four huge 
human heads, placed back to back againft one another, with 
bat's ear,s, and an ill-imagined, and worfe-executed, fold of 
drapery between thcln, . 

A:novE thefe is a large oblong fquare block, ftilllarger 
than the capitals, with four flat fronts, difp fed like pann Is, 

. that is, with a'kind of fquare borde.r round the edges, while 
the faces and fronts are filled. with hi r glyphics; as are 
the walls and cielings of every part of .the temple. Between 
thefe two apartments in the extremities, there are thre 

. other apartm nts, refcmbling the fir.fi, in every refpeCt, only 
that they are fmall r. • 

. THE whole building is of common white il:one, from 
the neighbouring ountains, only thofe two in w . h have 
b en funk the pirns f )" hanging the outer doors, (for it 
f ems tl ey h ael doors even ill ,thofe days) arc of granite, or 
black and bIu poryl yry. 

THE op of the tClnple is flat, the fpouts to carry off the 
water are monfir us h ads of fphinxes; the glop s with 
wings, and the two ferp nts, with a kind of ihield or hI' aft­
plate between them, are here frequently l' peat d, fuch as 
we 1i them on the Carthaginian medals. 

TIlE 
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~ 
. THE hieroglyphics have been painted over, and great 

·part o~ the colouring yet remains upon tIle ftones" red, in all 
·its :lhades,efpedally that dark dufk:y colour called TyrianPur­
-pIe; yellow, very frelh ; iky-blue (that is, near the blue of an 
eaftern fry, fcveral :!hades lighter than ours; green of dif­
ferent !hades; thefe are all the colours preferved. 

I COULD difcover no vefbges of common houfes in Den 
,dcra more than in any other of the great towns in Egypt. 
I fuppofe th.e common hou£; s af the ancients, in dlefc warm 
·countries, wcr 'confiructed of very flight materials, after they 
left their caves in tl e mountains. There was indeed no 
'need for any other. Not knowing the regularity of the Nile's 
inundation, they never cou.ld be p rfectly fenlre in their 
'Own minds againft tae dehlge; and this flight ftructure 
,of private buildings feems to b the reafon fo few ruins 
are found in the many cities once. built in Egypt. If there 
-ever were ' any other buildings, they lnufl: be now covered 
with the white {and from the mountains, for the whole 

. plain to the foot of thefe is overflowed, and in culti­
vation. It was no part, ither of my plan or indination, to 
-enter into the d tail of this e:xtraordinary architeCture. 
~antity, and folidity, are two piincipaJ circumftances that 
.are teen .ther 0' vith a :v.cl1.geance. 

lIT ftrikes and impofes on you at firIl: ilght, but the im­
iPreffions are like thofe nlade by the fize of mountains, 
-which the mind does not retain for any confiderable tinle 
'after feeing them; 1 tJ ink, a ery 'eady hand might fpend 
fix Inoutbl;, fronl morning to 1 ight, b for he could py 
the hieroglyphics in the infide ()f the temple. They ah~, 

however, in feveral combinadons, which have not appeared 
VOL. I. 0 In 
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in the collection. f. hieroglyphic. I w nrler 'drat, bing 
in tl ne'ghbourhood, as we are, ofLycop. r ,we never {; e 
wolf as an hieroglyphic.; and noiliin£, .indeed, but what 
has fome affiuity to ~vatcr; y t the w If i upon 11 th med­
als, from which I apprehend that the .worihip. the . wolf 
was but a modern fuperftition. ~ 

DflND£RA ftands on ,the edg ['it ~rilall;but ftujtful plain; ­
th wheat was thirteen i hes .. high, now at hriftmas;. 
their hal~ ft is in 'the nd of March~ . The v Hey is not a}:>ove 
five miles wid ,fr . m untain . to mountain. HeL~ we 
firfr faw the Doorr -tr e in great profufion. growing amon . 
the palms, from. whi h it f4 arc y i diftinguith hle at a dif- · 
tanGe. It is the '* l 'alma Th baica eu . fera. Its ftone is 
like that of a pea h overed with a black. bitter pulp,. whichl 
r {; mbles a lnut over ripe. 

A LITTLE b fore warne to Dendera we . faw ,the fir.ff: : 
crocodile, and a t rwards hundr d ,~Yi.ng up<?rr.every 'Gand, . 
like large flocks f cattle, yet , inhabitants of nd ra 
drive their b afts of every kind into the ri. r, .a.nd they 
ftand there for hour.s Th girls and,w; men too, that CODle 

to fct h w rer in jars, .. :Rand u . to thei knees in the wat r . 
for a coniide.rable tim , and if w guc!i y ,w.hat happens, • 
their danger is full as little as th ir fear,. for nope f them, ) 
that ever I eal'd of, had· be n bit. by a r codile. . owever, , 
if the Dendcrites w.er as keen nd expert hunt r5 of Cro- ­
c dile , as fome t hiftorians t 11 us they were f rmerl , , 
there is furely no part in the Nil where th y wo Id .ha e 
be ter {!l?rt thaI} here, ilnmediat ly. b ore their own city. 

HAViNG ; 

IJ'heophralt H.ift. Plan. lib. iii. cllJ>. 8- lib. iv. cap. 2. . t ~traho lib. ii. p. ,p. ' . 
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HAVINO rna fame l'ttle knowledgment to thofe who 
'had co: du d me nhtough .the .r.uins in great fafety, Ire ... 
turnw to we Canja, 017 ra I r· to my ten~, which I placed in 
the fuft firm grolmo. ,1 Jaw, at fame .diftance, a well-dreffed 
man, with a whit turban, and yellow ihawl covering it, 
and a number of ill-look in pCQp1e about him. As I 

·thought this was fame quarrel among the natives, I took 
no notice of it, but went to my tent, in ordcr to rectify my 
quadrant 'for obferv.ation . . 

As foon ,as our Rais faw ttl enter 'Illy tent, he came with 
-expreffions of very great indignation. "What lignifies it, 
{aid he, that you are a f"riend to the .Bey, have letters to 
·..every body, and are at the door of Furfuout, if yct here IS 

man that will ,rake.your b at away -from you?" 

"SOFTLY, Ii [tly, ,I '1tufwered, Ha1I"an, 'he may be 'in the 
• 

;right. If Ali Bey, Shekh Hamam, ur any body want a ,boat 
:for public £ rvice, I m ft ·Yield mine. Let us hear." 

SHEKH Hamam nnd Ali .Bey ! rays he; W11Y it is a fool, an 
'. diot, and an a[s; a fellow that .goes begging about, and fays 
he is a aint'; but he is a natural fool, f 11 as much knave 

..as fool howe Yl!r; h is a thi f, I know him ,to , be a thief." 

'IF he ·is a faint, faid I, Hagi arran, as you are anothc~ 
]{.nown to be fa all the world over, I don't fee why 1 ihould 
,interf re; faint agai ft faint is a fair battl .'~-"-It is the 
C~di, r plies h , and no ' ne lfe.·' 

" COM E awaY'with me, faid I, Raffan, ann let us fee this 
cadi; if it is the cadi, it is not th fool, it lURY be the knave." 

'02 Wn 



poB T R A VEL S T 0 DIS CO V E 

HE was fitting upon the ground on a carpet, moving nis ~ 

bead backwards and forwards, and faying prayers with! 
beads in his hand. I had' no good opinion ef Him from his· 
1irft appearance, but [aid, Salam alicum boldy; this feern d tO I 

offend hi?t, as he looked at me with great eon tempt, and~ 

gave me no anfwer, though he appeared'·a: little difcORcert­
ed by my confidence. 

, AR E you the Ccifr, faid he, to wflom that Doat belongs i~P. · 

" No, Sir, faid I, it belongs to Hagi Haffan.w 

" Do you thiak, fays he, I call Hagi Halfan, whois.a Sher­
K rme, Cafr r' 

" THA T depends upon the meafure of your prudence, {aid. 
" I, of which as yet I I a\1e no proof. that can enable me to.> 
" judge or decide."-

" ARE you the ChrjJJiall. tliat was crt the ruins in th~ morn..:..· 
" ing? fays he.'" 

"I was at the ruins in the morning, replied I, and I ant' 

" a ChrijlirJ11. Ali B Y cal s that den ruination of I' Ie' 
" Nazam1Ji, that is the Arabic of Cairo and C nfiantinoplc". 
" and lund: frand no oth,er':' 

" I am, {aid h , going to Girge, and this holy faint:: is with­
" me, and there is n.o boat but Y0ur's bound that way, for" 
,~ which reafon I have promifed to take him with me.~' 
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By. this tIme the jOint had got into the 
ard; h was an ill-fa~oured, low, fick-li L. L , , p 

d to be almoft blind. 

You ihould not make raih promifes', faid I 0 li1( ~'1c.\ 
for this one you made you never can perforn1 ; J aU1 not ~.)­

ing to Girge. Ali Bey, whofi jlave Y OIl are', ga c 1 is bvJ. , 
but told me, I was not to iliip either faints or cadie . There 
is my boat, go a-board j.f you dare; and you, Hagi Ha{[an, 
let me fee you lift an oar, or Ioofe a fail, either for the cadi 
or the faint, if I am not with them •. 

I WENT to my tent, and' die Rais followed me; "Hagi 
cc Ha1fan, faid I, there is a proverb in my country, It is bet­
" ter to Hatter fools than to fight them: Cannot you go to 
" the fool, and give him half-a-crown? win ·h e take it, do 
" you think, and abandon his -journey to Girge ? after­
" wards leave me to fettle. with the cadi fur h is voyage thi-· 
" ther~~' 

" HE will take it' with all h is heart, he will kifs your hand 
" for half-a-crown, fays. Ha.£fan.~' 

" LET hiin h ve' half~a-crown from me, {aid' I, and deure 
(': him to g-o about his bufinefs, and intimate that I give him 
.. i t in chaFity, at fame time expect. compliance with the 
, condition .. '" 

oN tne Interim, a Chriftiall Copht came into the t nt: 
« Sir, {aid he, you don't know what you are doing; th cadi 

. is a great m an, give h im h is PI' fent, and have done with 
~' hltm: 

" 1;.V IlE 
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. " WHEN he behaves better, it will1;>e tim J ugh for that, 
" faid H-If you are a friend of.h' "advi{i hi)n 0 be qui • 
. " b fore an order comes from Cairo :Q.y a r h. anel c r­

" ries hjm thither. Your countryman Rifk would not give 
" me the advice YOll do?" 

RISK! fays he; Do you know Riik? I nbt tha. Ritk' wn­
ting, [aid.I, fhewing him a 1 tter from the Bey? allah! 
{by God) it is, fays lle, and away he went without fpeaking 
a word farther. 

THE faint "had taken his half-cr wn, and had gone away 
finging, it.being no ne r dark.-The cadi went aw y, and 
the mob difperfed, and we directed Moor to ry, Th t aU 
people fhould, in the night-time, ~ p away hom th tenr, 
~or they would b fired t; .a fi. ne or t '!VO wer afterwards 
.thrown, but did not reach Us 

I FINISHED my obfervation, and afcertained the latitude 
of DenderCl:, then packed up m'y inftrument , and fent them 
on bani .. 

Mr NORDEN feems greatly to have -miftaken the pofition 
of this town, whic ls confpi uous and c '1 brated as it i by 
ancient aud ors, and juftly .a principal p int of ttention to 
modern tra eilers, h d s not {i much a defcrib ; and, ill 
his map, "he places Dendera twenty or thirty miles to the 
fouthward of Badjoura; whereas it is about nine miles to 
th northward. For Badjollra is in lat.. ..260 ,.3' and Dendera 
is in .26° lO~ 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. II 

is a great pity, that he who had a tafre for this very 
rcmarkab kind a atchiteCl:ure,~fuouid have paifed it, both 
in going up and .coming down; as it is, beyond comparifon, 
a place that would have given Inore {ati faCtion than all 
Upper Egypt. 

WHILE e were .A:riking Qur tent, a great mali cam down, 
but without the c <ii. As I ord ~ed,anmy p op e to take their 
arms in th ir hands, t y k pt at a very confidera.ble dif­
tance; but the f{)ol, or faint, got: into the -boat with .a yellow 
:flag in his hand, and fat down a the foot f th main-maft, 
f; ying, .with-:an idi t {mil ,That e ihoulcl fire, for h was 
ut of the reach .the .il ot ; .fame ftones w re thrown, but 

did notI.each 

ORDERED " avo fervant ,vi - large orals ihip-blun -
rbuffi 5, :ver br.' ght and littel'· 0', t g t upon the tOp of 

the ca;bbin. I then inted a wide-mouthed wediih blun-
erbufs from one of the window , and cried OUl, Have 

a; care ;--the n xt ft ne th.at is thrown I fire my cannon 
amongil: you, which rill fw ep away 300 of. you inftantly 
from the f 0 the ear.th ; though 1 b liev there were not ;· 
ahov . two hund d then P!-' fent. . . 

o DBR D a i: 'iran to ' ail: off "his cord hnmediately, 
n ,as:fb 11 as. the blunde 'b Ifs app ar d, a, ay ran every 

e of them, aat!, b r lh y could colle theln lves' to 
turn, UI lfd wa ill th middle f the ftream. .. The 
in w. s fak, thou h n t ry frefl?, on which .we fet both. 

d .made great way . . 
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THB faint, who had been finging all the time we were 
.difputing, began now to thew forne appr henfions for hi 
.own fafery: He aiked Hagi Haifan, if this was the way to 
Girge? and had £ r anfw.cr, "Y~s, it is .the ool's way t() 

irge." 

WE carried him about a miie, or more, up the river; tllen 
a convenient landing-place ?ifering, I aiked him whether 
he got my money, or not, laft night? He faid, he had for 
yefterday, but he had got none for to-day.-" Now, dle next 
thing I have t(j) aik you, faid I, i , Will you go afuore of your 
own accord,.or will you 'be thrown into the il ? He an­
fwered with great .confidence, Do you know, that, at my 
word, I can fix your boat to the b ttom of the Nile, and 
Inak it grow a tree th r for ever t' J' Aye, fays Hagi Haf­
fan, and make oranges and lemons grow on it lik.ewife, 
can't you? You· are a cheat." "Come, Sirs, faid I" lofe no time, 
put him out." I thought he had been blind and weak; 
and the boat was not within three fe t of the !hore, wh .n 
placing one foot upon the gunnel, he leaped clean upon land. 

WE ila 'ked our veiTel down the fiream a few yards, fill­
ing our fails, and ftretching away. Upon feeing this, our 
faint fell into a defperate paffion, cuffing, blafpheming, and 
ftamping ith his £ et, at every word crying" Shar Ullah !" 
i. t. may G d fend, and .do juftice. Our people began to 
taunt and gibe hinl, alking him if he would have a pipe of 
tobacco to warm him, as the morning was iVery cold; but I 
bade them he .content. It was curious to £ c him, as far as 
-we could difcem, fomctimes fitting down, fometimes jump­
ing and ikipping about, and waving his flag, then running 

about 
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-aoout a hundred yards, as if it were after us,; but alwa yB 
returning, though at a flower pace. . 

NONE of the reft followed. He was indeed apparently the 
tool of that rafcal the cadi, and, after his defigns were fru[­
trated, nobody cared what 'became.of him. He was 'left in 
,the lurch, as thofe of hi .charaCter generally.are, after fcrv­
a~g the purpofe of Imave.r. 

VOL.). CHAP_ 
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, .. " 

~========~~.d'~'~======== 
I 

C HAP. VI. 

Arrive at Fm:Jhout-Adventure of Friar Chriflopher-Vifit Thebes­
Luxor and Carnac-Large Ruins at Ed/II (md Efoe ' Proceed on our 
Voyage. 

W E arrived happily at ~uriliout that fame forenoon, and 
went to the convent of Italian iriars, who, like thofe 

of Achmim, ar of the order of thc reformed Francifcans, 
of whofe million I iliall [peak at large in the fequel. 

WE were received more kindly here than at Achmim; , 
but Padre Antonio, fupe io!' of that laft convent, upon which 
this of Furthout aIfo d pends, following us, our good reccp­
tion fuffered a fmall abatement. Ip. thort, the good Friars 
would not let us b~'Y meat, becaufe they faid it wou1,d be a 
jbame and reproach to ,hem; and they would notgivt us any, 
for fear that ilio ld b a reproach to them Hkewife, if it was 
told in Europe they lived well. . 

AFTER fome time I took the liberty of providing for Iny­
felf, to which they fubmitred with chriftian patien e. Yet 
thefe convents ware founded exprefsly with a view, and 
from a necefi'ityof providing for travellers between Egypt 
and Ethiopia, and we were ftriC1:1y intitled to that enter-

tainment. 
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tahllnent. 'Indeed there is very little ufe for this inf1:itu­
tion in Upper Egypt, as long as ri h Arabs are there, ll1uch 
lnore charitabl and hUlnane to {hanger Chrifiians than 
the Monks. 

FURSHOUT IS In a large and cultivated plain. It is nine 
mile's over to the £ ot of the mountains, all fown with 
wheat. There are, likewife, plan tions of fugar canes. The 
town, as they faid, contains above 10,000 people, but I have 
no doubt this computation is rather exaggerated. 

WE waited upon the hekh Hamam; who was a b' g, 
tall, handfom~ man; I apprehend not far from fixty. He 
was dreffed in a large fox-ikin peliffe ov r the refi of his 
doaths, and had a yellow India '1hawl wrapt about his head, 
like a turban. lIe rcceived me with great politenefs and 
condefenfion, made n1cfit down by him, and aiked me more 
about Cairo than about Europe. 

THE Rais had told him our adventure with the faint, ;It 

which he laughed very heartily, faying, I was a wife man. 
and a luan of conduct. To me he only faid, "they are 
bad people at Dendcra ;" to which I anfwered, " there were 

ery few places in the world in which there were not fOlne 
bad." He r plied, ~'Your obfervation is true, but there they 
are all bad; refi yourfelves however here, it is a quiet place; 
tho~gh there are frill fOlne even in this place not quite fo 
good as they ought, to be." 

THE 8hekh was a man of immenfe riches, and, little by 
little, had united in his own perfon, all the feparate diftriCts 

P2 of 
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of Upper Eg-ypt, eru h of which fonnerly. had its particular~ 

prince. But his intereIl: was great at nfiantinople, wh re ' 
he a Ii d direc'tlyfor what h wanted, in[Olnuch as to give 
a jealoufy to the Bey f Cairo. He had in farm from the 
Grand Signior ahnoil: the whole country, between Siout and 
Syene, or Affouan. I believ this i the Shekh of Upper gypt, ~ 
whom Mr Irvine [peaks of [0 gratefully. He wa b tray d, . 
and lnurdered fome time after, y one of the B y.s whom he: 
l1ad proteCted in his own country . . 

WHILE we were at Furihout, there happened a very ex­
traordinary ph~nomenon. It rained the whole night, and 
till about nine o'clock 11 °t morning; and the people b 
gan to be very a-ppr henfiv leaft the whole town ihould be 
deftroyed. It is a erfec pr digy to fj e rain here; and . 
the prophet {aid· it port nd d a di.ff( lui n of gov rnment, . 
which wa juftly v rified £ on afterwards, and .at that tune ' 
indeed was extremely probable. 

FURSHOUT is in lat 26 0 3' 30"; above d1a~ to t fouth~ 
ward, on the fam plain, is another larg villag , b longing 
to Shekh Ifmael, a n ph w of She h alnam. It.is a lorge 
t OWJJ, built with clay like Furihout, and furrounded wi h · 
groves of palm tree.s ... and v ry large plantations of fugar: 
can s. Her.e they. ake fugar. 

SHEKH ISMAEL wa ::LJ very plCafant and agreeable manj 
but in bad health, having a violent aft rna, and fometimes 
pleuretic complaints; to b removed by bleeding only. He 
had given thefe friars a hou[e f r a nv nt 'in Badjoura; 
but as they ha.d not yet taken p'oifeffion of it, he defir d me: 
tv .come and fray there. 

FRIAR. I 
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FRIAR CHRlSTOPHER, whom I .underftoocl to have been a 
Milan fe barber, was his phyiician, but 1 e had not the fci­
ence of an Engliih barb r in [urgery. He could not bleed, 
but with a fort of inftrument reli mbling that which is ufed 
in cupping, only that it had but a lingle lancet; with thi s 

"' he had been lucky enough as yet to efcape laming his 
patien s. This bleeding inftrument they call the Tabang , or 
the Piftol, as they do the cupping inftrument likewife. I n.ever 
could help ihuddering at feeing the confidence with which 
this man placed a fmall brafs box upon all ion of arn.s, and 
drew the u'igg<:r for the Roint to go wh re fortune plea fed •. 

S HEK H ISMAEL ,vas very f · d ' of this furgcon, and rhe 
furgeon of his patron; all would 1 av g ne well, had not 
friar Chrifiopher aimed like if at being an Aftron InCl'. A­
boy all he gloried jn being a v'olent enemy to the Coperni­
oan y em, whid unluckily 1 c 11ad miRak n f r a ·here{' in. 
the church; and p'artly from his own lljg t ideas and 11:ock . 
of knowl dge, partly from {orne Milan fc aln1ana"'s he had · 
got, he attempted, the weath r being 1 udy, to f retel tll" 
thne when the moon w to han ,. it being that of the 
Inonth Ramadan, when the l\1ahometans' lent, or faRing" 
was to begin. 

IT happen d that the Badjoura people, and their Sh kh 
Ifmacl, ere Ul on indiffereJ.lt t nns witI Inam, and his 
lTICn of Furfllout, and being-d fIr us to .g r a triumph over 
their nei hb ul's b the help f the iT friar Chriflopher, they 

ntinued to eat,.drink, and fm 1 e, t 0 clays after the COIl­

.lJll1ction •. 
TUE 
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THE moon lad been feen the fecond night, by a Fakir *, 
in th defert, who had fent word to Shekb Hamam, and he 
had begun his faft. But Ifn1ael, aifured by friar Chriftopher 
that it was impoffible, had continued eating. 

THE people of Fur1hout, meeting their neighbours :fing~ 
ing and dancing, and with pipes of tobacco in their n10uths ~ 

all cried out with aftoniihment, and a1ked, "Whether they had 
" abjured their religion or not ?"-From words they came 
to blows; feven or eight were wounded on each fide, luckily 
none of them mortally.-Hamam next day came to inquire 
at his nephew Shekh Ifmael, what had been the occafion of 
all this, and to confult wha: was to e done, for the two 
villages had declared one another infidels. 

I WAS then with my fervant in Badjoura, in great quiet 
and tranquillity, under vhe protection, and very much in the 
confidence of Ifmael; but ,hear' ng the hooping, and noife 
in the {heets, I had barricadoedmy outer-doors. A high wall 
furrounded the h ufe and ourt-yard, and there I kept q let, 
fatisfied with bing in perfeCt fafety. 

IN the int rim, I heard it was a quarrel about the keep­
ing of Ramadan, and, as had provifion ,water, and employ­
ment enough in the h ufe, I rcfolvc:d to \tay at home till 
they fought it out; being very litd interefted which of 
them fhould be viCl:orious.-About noon, I was fent for to 
lfmacl's houfe, and found his uncle Hamam with him. 

HE 

.. A poor faint. 
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HE told me, there were feveral wounded in a qnarr<: 1 a­
bout the Ramadan, and recommended them to my care. 
" Ahout Ramadan, faid I! what, your principal fail:! have 
" you not fettled that yet ?"-Without anfwering me as to 
this, he aiked, "When docs the moon change ?'~ As I knew 
nothing of friar Chriftopher's operations, I anfwered, in 
hours, minutes, and feconds, as I found them in the ephe­
merides. 

"LOOK you there, fays Hamam, this is fine work !'~ and, 
directing his difcourfe to me, "When :£hall we fee it?" Sir, 
faid I, that is impoiIible for me to tell, as it depends on the 
ftate of the heavens; but, if the iky is clear, you Inuft fee 
her to-night; if you had looked for her, pr bahly you would 
have feen her laft night low in the horizon, thin like a 
thread; the is now thre days old.-He ftarted at this, then 
told me friar Chriftopher's operarioft, and the con~ quenccs­
of it. 

ISMAEL was aihamed, curfetl him, and threatned revenge. 
It was too late to retract, the moon appear d, and fpoke for 
herfclf; and the unfortunate friar was difgraced, and 
bani!l;1ed fron ... Badjoura. Luckily the pleuretic fritch came 
again, and I was called to hI ed him, which I did with a lar­
cet; hut he was fo errifi d at it brightn.efs, at the cerelnony 
of the to el and th bafon, and at Iny preparation, that it 
di~l not plea:£; him, and therefore he was oblig d to be 
r~ o~ci1ed to Chrift pher and his tabang .~Badjoura is in 
lat. 26° .3' I Gil; < nd i fi uated on the weftcrn ihore of the 
Nile, as Furihout is likewife. 

,v .. 
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WE left Furfhout the 7th of January 1769, early in th 
mar ling. We had not hired our boat farther than Fur­
iliout; but the good terms which fubfifted between me and 
the faint, my Rais, made an aceommodation very cafy t() 
carry us farther. He now agreed for L. 4 to -carry us to 
Sy ne and down again; but, if he behave 1 well, he expeCt­
ed a ttif!, ng premium. "And, if you behave ill, Haifan, 
-" [aid I, what do you think you deferve ?"-" To be hanged, 
." {aid he, I deIeI've, and defire no better." 

t 

OUR wind at firft was but fcant. The Rais [aid, that he 
thought his boat did n t go as it ufed to d ,and that it was 
-growing into a tree. The wind, 1 . w v r, freih n d up to­
wards noon, and afcd him of his £ ars. We pafred a large 
own cal1 d How, on the weft 1ide of the ile. About four 

o'clock in the aft rnoon w arri ed at El Gourni, a fmall 
'Village, 'a quart r of a ltlile diftant from the Nile. It has in 
it a temple of old gyptian archit aur. I think that lhis" 
;and the two adjoining heaps of ruins, which are at th fame 
diftan e from the ile, pro.babl might have been 'part of 
the ancient TIl bes. 

SH AAMY and Taamy are tw oloif.'t1 ftattLes in a fitting 
pofture covered with hi r glyphi s. The f1 uthmL>ft is of 
one frane, and p rf« ly entire. T11 northmofr is a go d 
deal more mutilated. It wa probably brol en by Cambyfe ; 
and th ... y have fince end avoured 0 r pair it. The oth r 
has a very remarka:ble head-dr f:, which. an be c mpar d 
to nothing but a tye-wig, fuch as w~rn in the prefent day. 
Th [c two, fituat d ; II a very fertil fp t =b longing to Th _ 
bes, were appa.rently the ilomet r of that town, a tl e 
marks which th water has left upon the ba.ies fuffic' ntly 

2 thew .. 
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ih:cw, The. bafes of both of them are bare, and uncovered, 
to the bottom of the plinth, or loweft member of their pe­
deftal; fo that there is not ' the eighth of an inch of the 
loweft part of them covered with mud, though they ftand 
in the middle of a plain, and have frood there certainly a­
bove 300b years 'j £luce which time, if the fanciful rife of 
the land of Egypt by the Nile had been true, the earth ihould 
have been r.aifed fo as fully to conceal half of them both. 

TH'ESE ftatues are covered Wl11. infcripiions of Greek anti 
Latin; the import of :vhich feems to be" that there were 
certain travellers, or .particular ·people, who heard Memnon's 
ihttue ·utter the found it was faid to .do, upon being ftruck 
w..ith the rays of the fun. 

It may be very ,r'eafonably cxp Ctcd, that I ihould here 
f:: y fomething of the building and fall 0f the firft Thebes; 
but as this would carry me to very eady ages, and inter .. 
rupt for a long time my voyage upon th ile; as this is, be ... 
ld. es, co neeted with the hiftory 'of feveral nations which I 
am a~out -to defcribe, and luore proper for the work of an. 
hifiorian, than the curfory defcriptiolls of a travelJer, I fhall 
defer faying ant thing upon the [1 bj <..'1:, till I CClne to treat 
of it jn the fi1'11: of tl ' .£I 'hara' ers, and more efpecially till 
I.thaU tpeak (,)f'the origin ef theJhefherds, and the calami­
ties erought upon Egypt by that powerful na ion, a people 
oftc mcnti ned by diffi rent writers, but w of; hiftory 
hitherto has been but imperf c ly kno ~rn. 

" -
NOTHING remains of the ancien Tl~ebes but four pro· 

digious telnples, all of them in 'appearance more ancient, 
but lilcirler fo entire, nor fo l1..1agn-ifkcnt, ,as thole of Dcndera. 

VOL. 1. Q.. The 
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T e temples at MedinetTabu are the moft elegant of there .. 
Th hieroglyphics are cut to the depth of half-a-foot, in. 
forne places, but we have ftill the fame figures, or rather a 
1 [s variety, than at Dendera. 

THE hieroglyphics are of four forr ; firft, fuch as have 
only the contour marked, and, a it were, fcratched only 
in the ftone. The fecond are hollowed; and' in the 
middle of that fpace riD s. the figure in relief, fo that the 
promin nt part of the figure is equal to the .fiat, unwrolJght 
furface of the ftone, and feems t have a frame rOllnd it, 
defigned to defend the hieroglyphic from mutilation. The: 
third fort is in r li , r baifo r-elievo, as it is called, where 
the figure i left bare and cxpofed, itl out being funk in,. 
or defended, by any compa tment cut round it in the ftone~ 

The fourth aTe th fe I\lention d in the beginning of this. 
defcription, the outlines of the :fi~ure being cut very deep­
in the frone. . 

ALL the hieroglyphic, but the laft mentioned, which do­
not ad it it, ar painted r d,. blu ,and green, as at Dendera, 
and with n olher colours. 

NOTwITHST AN I G aU this variety in the manner of 
ecuring the hi rogl yphi al figures, and th prodigious mul­
titude which ha feen in the feveral buildings, I never 
could make the number of different hi roglyphics amoun 
to lnor than five hundr d and fourteen, and f thefe there 
were certainly many, which w re not really different, but 
from the ill e ecution f the fculpture only appeared fo. 
:From this.I conclude, ertainly, that it can be no entire lan-. 
guage which h ieroglyphics are meant to contain, for no 

language 
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language could be comprehended in five hundred words, 
'.ancI it is probable that thefe hieroglyphics are not alphabetical, 
or jingle letters only; for five hundred letters would mak 
too farge an alphabet. The Chincfe indeed have many lnore 
letters in ufe, but have no ,al habet, but who is it that 1Illder-

jla1Jds the Chinefe ? 

THERE are three different charaCters which, I obferve., 
have been in ufe at the fame time in Egypt, Hieroglyphics, 
the Mummy character, and the Ethiopic. Thefe are all 
three found, as I hav feen, on the fame mummy, and there­
fore were certainly ufed at the fame time. The la.ft onl I 
believe was a language .. 

TUE mountains immediately above or behind Thebes, are 
hollowed out into nUlllberlefs cavern'S, the :6.rft habitations of 
.the Ethiopian colony which built lne city. I hnagine they 
.continued 10ng in the£; 11 bitations, for I do not think the 
temples were ever intend d but for public and fllemn u[es, and 
in none of thefe ancient cities did I ver fee a wall or foun­
dation, or any thing like a private houfe ; all are temples and 
tombs, if temples and tombs;in thofe times were not the fatnc 
thing. ut veili , es ofhoufes there are none, whatever '* Diodo­
rus Siculus may lay, building with ftonewas too e penfive for 
in ivid als; the houfes probably wer all of clay, thatched 
,vith palm branches, as they are at-this day. This is one re;1-
fon why fo few ruins of the imlnenfe number of cities we 
'hear of r main. 

THEDES , 

• Diod. Sic. lib. I . 
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THEBES, a cording to Homer, had a hlmdncdgatCJ. We can- ­
not, however, di~ 0 er yet the foundation of any wall that 
it had; and as for the horfernen and hariots it ,is faid to 

have fent out, all the Thebaid fawn wi h ,wh at would not 
have maintained on4-ba!f of th. fir 

THEBES, at leaft the ruins of the templcs, called M dinct· 
Tabu, are built in a long ftretch 0 about,a /mile broad,' fioft 
parfimonioufly chof; n at - the fandy foo of the mountains. 
The Horti · -Penfues, or hanging garden, were fur Iy·formed 
upon the fides of thefe hills, then fu lied ith water by 
mechanical devices. The utmoft i done to fpare the pla' U, 

and with great reafon; for all the fp.ac of ground _ this 
ancient city has had to maintain its myriads of horfes and _ 
n1en, is a' plain of-thr e quarters 0 a mile broad, between 
the town and the river, upon which plain the water riv te> 
the h ight of fOUl', and nve fe t, as ' w may' judge by th {. 
marks on the flatu s Shaamy and 'raamy. AU this pretend .. -
ed populoufnefs of ancient Thebes I th refore beli ve fabu~ 
ous.. . 

• IT i a drcumftance very r markable,in building the UTft ' 
t mples, that, wh re the fide-walls ar folid, that is, not. {tlI J. 

ported by pillar , f; mC of thefi have their angle and fac ~s 
per endi lar, ot11 r5 inclined in a v ry confideralYle angle 
to the horizo. hofe temples, whof; walls are inclined; 
youma:y judge by the many.hieroglyphi sand ornament.<>, 
are of th firft ages, or the greateil: antiquity. _ ram .W hi h, 
I am difpofed to think, that llngular c nftruCtion was a r lU­

nant 
.. 

.. Pli .• lih. %6. cap. ,J ~ 
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n ant of the 'partiality of the builders for their firft domi. 
oiles; an ilnitation of the 1l0pe*, or inclination of the fides 
of mountains, and that this inclination of flat lurfaces to 

each other in. building,. gave afte:rwards the firft idea of Py­
ramids t .. 

A NUMBER of robbers, who much refemble our gypfies, 
live in the holes of the mountains above TI ebes. They are 
all out ... laws, . punifhed with :dcath if elfewhere found. Of­
man Bey, . an . ancient _ goyernor of Girge, unable to fuire}' 
any longer. the: diforders committed by thefe people, order­
ed a quantity of dried .faggots to be brought together, and, 
with his, foldiers, took poffeffion of the face of the nloun­
tain, where the greateft . number of thefe wretches· wer : 
He then ordered -aU their caves · to be filled with this dry 
brufhwood, to .whicl he fet nre, fi that moft of them were 
deftroyed; but they hay £loce recrUited their numbers, with.,.. 
out changing_ their manners .. , 

ABOUT halT a mile ' north of E1 G01.lrID, are t:he magnifi ... 
ce t, frupendous fi pulchres, of Thebes. The mountains 
of the.Thebaid come.clofe. behind : the to:wn; they are not 
run .in UPO! one another like ridges, but· frand ' ~nfu1ated 

upon their ·bafes; fo -that you can. get round each of-them. 
A hundred of thefe, it.is faid, are 'excavated into fepulchral, 
at d, a variety of other apartments... I went through feven of 
them with a g~'eat deal . of fatigueH It is a folitary' p.lace .; 

and 

. ·See Norden's' views of the Temple :.t 'Erne and l,!:dfu • .:, V 1. ii. plate 6. p, 80 . . 

1":rhig inclined £gure of the fid~sl i~ frequeutly. found i n . the UnalL b~es within til 
JnlJmmy.-chcfts. ~ 
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and my guides, either from a natural impatience and difudle 
that thefe people have at fuch employments, or, that their 
fears of the banditti that live in the caverns of the moun­
tains were rea), ilnportuncd me ro return to the boat, even 
before I had begun my fcarch, or got into the mountains 
where arc the many large apartments of which I was in 
quell 

IN the firft one of thefe I entered is the prodigious far­
cophagus, fame lay of Menes, others of Ofimandyas; pof­
fiblyof neither. It is uxteen feet high, ten . long, and us: 
broad, of one piece of red-granite; and, as fuch, is, I fuppofe, 
the finell. vafe in the world. Its cover is frill upon it, (bro­
ken on one fide,) and it has a figure in relief on the outfidc. 
It is not probably the tomb of Ofunandyas, becaufe, Diodo­
rus • fays, that it was ten ftadia from the tomb of the kings; 
whereas this is one among them. · 

THERE have been fome omaments at the outer-pillars, or 
oUter-cntry, which have been broken and thrown down. 
Thence you defccnd through an inclined pillage, I fuppofe, 
about twenty feet broad; I fpeak only by guefs, for I did 
not meafure. The Iide-waIls, as well as the roof of this paf­
fage, are covered with a\CoOlt of ftucco, of a .finer and more 
equal grain, or furf~.than any I ever faw in Europe. I 
found my black-lead pencil little more wom by it than by 
writing upon paper. 

• Died. Sic. lib. It 

.. '.' .. 

VPON 
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UPON the left-hand fide is the crocodile feizing upon the 
:rpis, and plunging him into the water. On the right-hand 
is the * fcarabreus thebaicus, or the thebaic beetle, the firft 
animal that is fcen alive after the Nile retires from the land; 
and therefore thought to be an emhlem of the rcfurrection. 
My own conjecture is, that the apis was the emblem of the 
arabic land of Egypt; the crocodile, the typhon, or cacoda:­
mon, the type of an over-abundant Nile; that the {carah",us 
was the land which had been overflowed, and from which 
th~ water had foon retired, and has nothing to do with the 
rcfurreCtion or immortality, neither of which at that time 
were in contemplation. 

FARTHER forward on the right-hand of the entry, the 
pan nels, or compartments, were frill formed in fiucco, bur, 
in place of figure,., in relief, they were painted ill freli:o. 
I dare fay this was the cafe on t~e left-hand of the pallagc, 
as well as the right. But the firft difcovcry was fo unex­
pected, and I had flattered myfelf that I iliould be ii) far 
milfter of my own time, as to fee the whole at m y lcifurc, 
that I was rivetted, as it were, to the fpot by the firlt light of' 
thefe paintings, and I could proceed 110 further. 

IN one pannd were feveral m1jfical inftrumcnts ftrowcd 
upoD thegreund, chiefly of the hautboy kind, with a mouth· 
pied'·elf retd. There were a!fa lome fimple pipes or flutes. 
With them were feve.raI jars apparently of potter - warl', 
which, having their "ilIouths covered with parchment or 

• ikin, 

• 
• See the figure of this lllfea ia PUll LIlQ$. 



• g braced on their fides like a drum, were ' ro­
'iti'l'f ...... lDeru called the Jabu, r * ,abrt/, b at u 

y th h ds, co:upled in earlieft ages ith the harp, and 
ferved ftill in Abyffinia, though -its companion, the laft .. 
ntioned infbument, is no longer known there 

Ix three following Fan nels re P inted, in ftefco, th e 
harps, which merited th utmoft attention, wheth r we con­
fider the elegatlCe of theu inftruments in th ir form, and 
the dec il of their s s ey are here clearly pr fred, 
or confine Qurfelve to the re1leB:' _ hat necelfarilt fo 
to how great perfeCtion mufie muft e arriv efore an. 
artift eould have produced fo eo pIece an inftrument as 

ither of thefe. 

As the firft harp fi med to be t oft perfea, and leaR: 
{poiled, I immediatelf attae yf4 If to this, and defu.-ed 
my clerk to take upon hi the c rge of the feeond. In 
this way, by 1k c\'ling ely. an loofely. I hoped to 
made myfelf mafter of t 

ha s to have e tended y refe to other 
the fequcl, I found myfelf mifer.ably deeeif{cd. 

• Gen. xxxi. '7. U .. chap. ux. cr .. 51. 
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~, ...... .,..,s. on lim a "loofe ihirt, like what they wear at 
this day in Nubia (only it is not blue) with loofe fl c es, 
and arms and neck 'bare. It reemed to be thick muflin, or 
otton doth, and long-ways through it is a crimfon ftrip 

-about one-eighth of an inch brQad; a proof if this is < gyp .. 
tian manufaCture, that they underftood at that time how t 

-dye cotton, crimfon, an art found out in Britain only a very 
few years ago. If this is the fabric of India, ftill it proves 
·the antiquity of the commerce between the two countries., 
"and the introduction -of Indian manufaetures into Egypt. 

I T reached down to his ancle; his feet ;lre without fan .. 
·dals ; "he feerns to ~ a corpulent man, of about fixty y ar 0 

age, and of a complexion rathet' dark for an ~gyptian. To 
guefs by the detail of the figure, the painter feerns to have 
had the fame degree of merit with a good lign-painrct in 
Europe, at this dar. J e allow this harper's ftature to be 
five feet ten inches, then e nlOly-compute the harp, in its 
·extreme 'length, to be fomething lcfs than fix feet and a 
half. 

'TillS "nllrument . of a rou h Inorc adyantageous form 
7than the iri ngular redan harp. It has thirteen firing 
-but ant th~ for piece of the frame ppofite to the longeft 
firing. The back part is the founding-board, cOlnpofed of 
four . . ees of wood, joined tog her in form of a cone, 

tnY'-"''''g id r toward the bottom; fo that, as the 
ftri g i e fes, the fquare of the corrc1!)ond-

the t4 board, in which tbe found was t 

u. .... .Qi04I.a1 ays ine . proportion. The whole prin 
which this harp is confirud:ed, .arc ration 1 and 

R ing 'Hi us, 



TRAV'ELS TO DIS OVE 

ingenious, and the ornamented parts are. ,.¥,.~n ! .... rl 
ery beft manner. ,<,r;':'f'.'....,.""..·~~: 

THE bottom and fides of the frame feern to be fineered. and! 
i1)laid, probably with ivory, tortoife-fhell, and mother-of­
pearl, the ordinary produce of the neighbouring ft as and 
defer. s. It ould be even now impoffibl , either to con-,' 
firuCt or t finifh a harp of any form ith more tafte and'-
I g'an(:c. Befides the proportions of . ts outward form, w 

TIl {l bfervc likcwifc 1 ow ncar it approached to, a pe:r£ d: 
inftrtunent, for it wanted'only two firings of having two, 
omplete oc aves;, that the e were purpofc1yomitted, not. 

from defeCt of taLle or fcience, muft a r beyond contra-
diction, when we confider the harp ilia~follows •. 

I HAD no ft er finiihed the haI"R which I b ken in' 
hand, than I went to D1Y affiftant,tof.c wl1at progrcfs he bad, 
made in the dra. ing in which engaged. I found,. 
o my very gr at fUrpl'ife, hat thia..haTp d- red effi ti lly, 

in form and diilrii..>ution of its 'Parts from e one I. had 
drawn, without having loft any of its elegan e, on the con-
r ry, that it was fmifhed ith full more atten io than 

the other. It ~ med to fineered with the fa e material , 
ivory and tortoifc-iliell, but the firings were diffe tIy dif .. 
. pofcd, the end f t e three longe~ here. jo' 
the foun ing-board b ,'Were d tal:ed by a 
the wall. Several of the:flr· gs in different pan 
fcraped as with a knife, for the rcft; ·t, as very pe;c-Qt;, 

ad eighteen firings. A man, who fee d to 

than the former, but in habit perferuy t 11 
clofe thaved, and of the fame comple ion 
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ith h h· shands.ne I' the Illiddle of the har 
.$uu~·r feem· .glylefs agitated than in the other. 

I WE T back to my firfl up, verified, and examined m 
·drawing · all its pa.rts ; it is ith great pIe fure I now giv 
a figure of this {i cond harp to the reader, it was millaid 
amo gam Ititude of 0 er papers, at the time when I was 
folicited to comml icate e former drawing to a gentle­
·man then writing the HiftQry of 1\1 fie, hich he has already 
fubmitted 4:0 he public; t i very' rely and unexpededly 
-this laS: harp has been found; I am only forry tllis acciden 
has deprived the public of Dr Burney's remarks upo . t. 
hope he ~ill yet f: ,,"our us it them, and therefore abftain 
from anticipating his refleCtions, as I confider thi as his pr 
:vince; I never kR fo ca hIe of aff"ordi the pub 
[ie, ne , an at the ju1l ights 0 this (ubjeCl:. 

'of ten 

ben as the Theban I arps in 
o did build, but dec -

s afforrling an in­
ontefiiblc 
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onteftibl proof, were they the only monuments remainin~ 
that every art necclfa.ry to the conftruction, ornament,and 
ufc of this inftrunlcnt, was in the highell perfection, and 
if fo, all the others muil have probably attained tQ the fam ~ 

degree. 

\V E fee in particular the ancients then poffcffed an a 1: . 

relativ to archite(.~ure, that of hewing the hardeft francs 
with the greatcft e fe, of which we arc at tliis day utterly 
ignorant and incapabl We lia no in.ftrom~nt that could 
do it, no compofition th could ma e tools f t mper fuf­
ficient- to cut bafs relief: in granite or p.orphyry fa readily; 
and our ignorance in tlns is the more completely {hewn, ill 
that e hav aU the reafoils to believe, the cutting inftru:-­
ment hich they did thefe furprifing feats was com ... 
pored of ~rafs; a meta}" o.f wh"ch, a thoufand experi-
ments, no tool has ever been a could fe e the 
purpofe of a ife~ e fame 
time certain, it 

THESE harps, in my opInIon, ave urn all tne accounts 
hitherto gi (!n of th Heft ftare of mufi d ufical 
inftrumcnts in the rm., 

... --..~ .. ib'ODfltf 1 

"S c 
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" 'S e, this is e .! it hath. been already of old thne wh:clt .. 
" . as befor us·." 

-.~ .. '~s, how a.later calamity, of 
oith 

were the deftruction of 
. and the ·"OOIWIlLIaJ_.oI ,;,,atJtrolI101)'l 

the 





. ' 

me, 
ace 

• 
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'WE found our Rais full of fears for us. He had been 
told, that, as foon as day light, fhould appear, the whole 
Troglodytes were to COlne down to the river, in order to 
.plunder and .deftroyour boat. 

ThIS night expedition 1t the mountains as but partial, 
the general attack was referved for next day. Upon hold­
ing council, w were unanunous in opini n, as indeed we 
had been during the whole ourfe of this voyage. e 
thought, iince our enemy had left us to-night, it would be 
our fault if they £ und us ,in the morning. Therefore, 

. ' 

without noife, we caft off our rope that faften d u , and let 
ouru Ives over to the oth r fide. About twelve at night a 
gentle breeze began to blow, which wafted us up to Luxor, 
where there was a governor., for whom I had lett rs. 

FROM being convinced,. by the fight of Thebes, 'which had 
not the app arance of ever hav ng had walls, that the fable 
of the hundred gates, Inen tion d by Homer, was mere in­
vention, I was led to conjecture what could b the origin of 
that fable. 

TH A'I th old inhabitarrts f Theoes lived in cav s in 
t he mountain, is, I think, without doubt, and that the 
hundred mounrai s I have fpoken f, c cavated, and ad rn­
cd, w re the greateft wond rs at that time, fe ros equally 
probable. Now, the name of thefe t this day is Be ban 1 
MeIuke, the ports or g tes of th 1 figs, and hence, pcrhap~, 

ome th e hundred gat s of Theb s upon which the reeks 
have dwelt fo much. H mer never faw Th b s, it was de­
m oliihed before th e day of any profane writer, eith r in 
p1' fe or vcrfc. ' Vhat he added to it hiftory ID}lft hav b en 
frrnn imagination .. 

ALL 



TH E SOU R CE O };' T II E 'I L E. I J 1 

ALL that is faid 01' Thebes, by poets or hifiorians, a,fter 
the days of Homer, is Incant of Diofpolis; which was built 
by the Greeks 10 after Thebes was deftroyed, as its aa·me 
teftifies; though Dindorus' * fays it was built by Bufiris. It 
was on the eaft fide of the Iile, whereas an.cient Thebes wa 
on the weft, though b tIl are confider d as one city; and 
t Strabo fays, that the river :1= runs through the middl of 
Thebe , by which he l eans betw en old Thebes and .Diof­
polis" or Luxo and Medinet Tabu. 

'WHILE in' the b at, I could not help regretting the time 
'I had .fpent in the morning, in 10 king for the place in th 
narrow valley where th e ma.rk of the famons golden circle 
was vifible, which Norden faJ's he raw, bu t I could dirc rn 
n o traces of it any where, and indeed it d e not foHow 
that the mark I ft was that of ~ circle. This In agnificent 
inftrument was probahly fixed perpendicular to dlC .horizon 
in the plane of the meridian; fa that the appearance of the 
'plac where it ftood, would very probably not partake of 
the circular form at all, or . any .pr eife ihape wh";reby to 
know it. Bef.lde, as I 'have bef-ore laid, it wa not amQn f)" 

thefe tombs or x avated In untain , but r n ftades from 
theIn, fo th veftig f this f<unoll infirument § could no 
be fund here. Ina ed, being omitt d in tl e lateft edition 
of' orden, it would feern that trav Hcr h iu1 elf was not 
perfectly well aifurcd of its exificnec. 

, TOL. I. \ VE 

.. Diod. Sic. Bib. lib. i. p. 4 2. § d. t lr~bo, lib. 17. P •. 943. i Nah. ch. 3· r. 8, & 9 . 

.§ A fimi lar inllrument, erected by Eratollhencs at Alexandria, cut of cor per, was ufed I)y 

11i Pl'archus and Ptolemy.-Alm. lib. 1. c~p. '1 '1. S. cap. 2 . Vide his remark lin 1\-1 •. 
(ir enve' ~yrami~ograph ia, p. J34. 
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W £ were well received by the governor of Luxor, who 
wa~ alfo a believel in judicial aftrology. Having made him 
a f: I prefent, he furniilied us with provifions·, and, among 
feveral other articles, fome brown fugar; and as we had 
feen l'mes and lcmonN in great: perfection at Thebes, w 
were refolved' to r freili oum l\res with' fome pun h, . in re­
membrance of Old, England. ut, after what had happen­
ed the night before, non ,of our people cho~ to run, the riik 
of meeting the Troglodytes. \V:e theret r.c pro ur d a fer­
vant of the governor's of the t wn, to In unt. upon his goat­
{kin filled with wind, and fioat down the ftrcaln romLu or ­
ro E1 Gournie,. to bring us a fupply of thefe, whi h he foon 
after did. ' 

HE informed us, that the people in tl e caves had, . early 
in the morning, made it deli cnt pon the t wnftnen, with 
a view to lunder our boat; that {everal 0 them liad be n 
wounded the night b fore, and they threa.tened to purfue 
115 to Syene. 'The fervant did all he could to righten them,.­
by faying t1 at i luafter's intention wa to pafs over with. 
tr ops, and xt rminat them, as fman B y of Girge had 
before done, and w~ were to affift him '\Yith our fire-ar.ms.­
After this w{; 11eal'd no m re of them. 

Luxo ,. an ' arnac, which is a mile and a quarter b 10 
tt, ~ rc by far the larg . nd moft magnific nt {ceucs of ruin . 
in Egypt, ,1 h rna e tenfiv and ftupendous than thofe 
of Theb sand D ndcra put toge her .. 

THERE are two obeliiks here of great beauty, and' in,good 
prefervation, tbey art" 1 'fs than thofe ' at Rome, but not at 
all mutilated. The pavement, which is made to r celve 

the 
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t he fuadow? is to this day fo horizontal, d at it Inight frill 
he ufed in oLfervation. The top of the obeliik is femicircu­
Jar, an experiment, 1 fup-pofe, made at the inftance of the 
()bferver, by varying the ihape Qf the point of the oheliik. 
to get rid of the penumbra. 

AT Carnac we fa w the remaIns of two vaft rows of 
fphinxes, one on the right-hand, the other on the left, (th ir 
heads were ,moftly broken) and, a little lower, a number 0 

termini as it ihould feem. They were compofed of bafaltes, 
,vith a dog or lion's head, of Egypt ian fculpture. They 
flood in lines likewife, as if to conduCt or ferve as an avenue 
t o {orne principal building. 

THEY had been covered with earth, till ;very lately a *Ve-
11ctian phyfician and antiquary b0ught one of them at a 
very confiderable price, as 11e faid, for the kinO' of ardinia. 
This has caufed £ veral others .to be uncovered, though 11U 

,purchafe.r hath yet offered. 

UPON th outfide of tlle 'wa11s at Carnac and Luxor there 
Jeenls to be an hiftorical engraving inftead of hieroglyphics ; 
this we had nOt met with before. I is a repre ntation of 
In n, ho.rfcs, chariots, and b ttl ; fOlne of the attitudes are 
freely and w II drawn, they are rudely fcratched upon tlu: 
furface 0f the fl:one, a fom of the hi¢roglyphics at Thebes 
are. The weapons the l1'1.Cn Ina -" e ufe of a:re ihOTt jaYelins, 
fu.ch a are common .ax this da. ' aIU ng the inhJ.birants of 

2 Egyp~ 

-----,,=,,,,,,,.- - _._- ---- --- -.- -_ ........... _-----
41 Signior Douati. 
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gypt, .only they. Ii e £ athered wings likte arrows. ThcrtJ 
a diftil1gui:!hcd ~mong. the l' Il:, the ngure of a man on 

horfeback, with a lion figl ti;lg uriouily by h.ilTI, and Djo­
dorns . fays, Ofinland, as, as fo reprcD nted at Th b s. This . 
whole comp fition .nlerits grea .attention 

I HAVE faid,ttha.t Luxor is Diofpolis.,.. an(l f'hould think, that 
that placc, and Carnac togcth r, made theJovis Civitas MagI a 
of Ptolemy, t1 ough there is 9' differenc ef the latitude by 
my ob ervation ompared with .his .. But. a& min.e as made 
on the fouth of Luxor, if his was made on the north of CaJl­
nac, the difference will . be greatly dinliniihed. , 

THE 17th we took 1 a e of our friendly 8h kll of Luxor; 
and failed with-a very fair wind; and in great fpirits: Th 
liberality of tl Shekh of Luxor had extended as far as vcn 
to my Rais, iVhom he ng ged to land me here upon my 
return.-I had · I,fo.c.w.' d him confidcrable. cafe in forne conl­
plaints he had; and he taw ow: parture. with . as ~uch 
rcgret as in 0 her places tll y commonly did oUr arrival. 

On t e ftero iliore are Hambdt\ Mafchcrgatona, Tot., 
enimi, and i . Mr Norden feerns to have, very much 
onfu tbJ plac s in this neighb~urhood, as he puts Er­

ment oppofite to .Camac, nd Th bes farther fouth than 
Erment, ancL on .. the aft fid f ' the Nile, w1rilll:' he pIa es 
Luxor farther fouth than Errnent. But Erment is fourteen 
miles farther fouth than Thebes, amd.Luxor .abo'ut .a qua't'-

ter 

. -

Diod . Sic. Bib. lib •. I. p. +S. § .c .. 
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rcr of a mUe (as I have already faid) farther fouth on tIl Eaft 
fide of th dver, whereas Thebes is on th.e Weft .. 

HE has fixed a village ( hich lie call ,*. Demcgcit) in the' 
fituation where Thebes frands, and he calls it Cro odilopoli ~ , 

frorn what authority I kno,v not; but thc whole geography 
is here c_ ceedingly confufed, and out of its PI' per pofJ i >Il. 

IN the evening we came to an .anch0r on the eafrern {hare 
ncarly oppofite to Efne. Some of our people had .... landed to 
fhoot, trufting to turn of the river that is here, which 
would ena Ie th m to Keep up with u ; but ~l cy did not 
arrive till the fun was fctting, loaded with hares, pigeons, 
gootos, all very bad ' game. I had, OIl" my part, {laid on 
board, and had 1h t two gee[e, as bad eating as the others, 
but v rr.. beautifulln their plumage . . 

• 

WE paired 'over to [ne ' next nlOrning: It is the ancient 
Latopolis, and has very great remains, particularly a larg 
tenlple, whi h, th0Ugh the whole of, it is of. the remOlc!l 
an iquity feems to have be n built at different times, or 
rather out of ,he ruins of diffi l"ent ancient buj}dings~ Tb e 
hi era lyphic~ upon this are very ill · execut d, and ·are not 

ainted. Th town 'is th'e l"cfidenc of' an Arab Sh kh, and 
t e inhabitants a:r a v ry. gre dy, bad fort f people; but 
s I was.elr .ffi d like an Arab, th y did .not ·m01eil:, becaufe 

they did not!- know me. 

THE ~, 8th, we 1 ft Efne, ~nd p,atred the town of Edfu, 
wh r there. is likewife confidcrahle reIna-ins of Egyptian 
rchitccture. It is the Apl?pllinis Civitas Magna .. . 

Tll ' 

" Vide Norden 's map of the Nile. 
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TUE -ind failing, we were obliged 0 fiop in a v ry poor 
oefolat , and dangerous part of the Nile, called Jibbe1 el Sil. 
fell r, wher a boom, or chain, was drawn acrofs the riv r, 
to hinder, as i fu pofed, the ubian boats from committing 
piratical practices in gypt lower down. the -{heam. The 
frones on both fides, to whi h the chain was fixed, are very 
vifible; but I imagine that it was for fifcal rather than for 
'warlike purpo[es, for Syene being garrifoned, there is no 
poffibility of boats pailing from ubia by that city into 
Egypt. The e is indeed nother purpofe to . hi h it might 
be d figned; to prevent war upon the ile betw n any 
two flates. 

WE know from Juvenal , who Ii cd fame time at Syen , 
that ther wa a trib in tha neighbourhood all rl Ombi, 
who had viol nt contentions with the ople f D ndera 
::l.00Ut the crocodile; it is temarkable thefe two parties w re 
Anthropophagi fo late as Juvenal's time, yet no hiftorian 
f peaks of this extraordinary fad:, hieh ~annot be II d 
in queftion, as he was an eye-witnefs and refided at S ne. 

Now the£ two nations who ere at 
boye a h ndr- d m'les of neutr 1 t'tory tween 
them, and th re O1;'e they cow,d never eet exee on th 

ile. But e' ther ne or the other poffeffing this chain, 
ould hinder hi a erfary from oming nearer him. As 

the chain i in th h rmonthic nome, as well as the pita! 
of th e 0 m b i, I fl.lppofe this chain to be the barrier of this 

laft 

Juvcn. Sat, J S. Vef, ,6. 
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.raft frate, to hinder thofe of Dendera from coming up the 
river to eal them. 

ABOUT noon we pa1Ted Coom Ombo, a round building 
like a aftle, where is rupp fed to have been the metropo is of 
Ombi, the people laft fpok n of. We then a ived at Dar 0 ', 

a miferable manfion, unconfcious that, fClne years after, 
we were to b . indeb ed to that paltry villag for the m.lll 
who was to guide s through the d fert, and l:eftore us to 
@ur native country and our friends .. 

WE next came to Sh kh Amm r, the encamplll,ent of the 
Arabs t Ababd", I fuppofe the fame that Mr ordel1 calls 
Ababuda, who reach from near com ir far into th defert . 

. As I had been acquainted with one of them at Badjoura, 
who d<.:fired medicines for his father, I promifed to call up­
on him, and fee th ir effcl'l:, when I ilioul pafs 8h Arn-

• 
mer, which I now accordingly did·; a.nti by t1 c reception I 
lnet ith, I found they did not expeCt I would e er hay 
been as good a my word. Inde d they would proba Jy 
have been in the right, but as I was about to ngage myfelf 
in. ext nfive d fens, and this was a very conild rable nation 
in the c traCts, I thoug t it was worth my while to put my­
felf Wldcr their protection.. 

SHEIrH AMMER is not one, but a colleetion or villages 
f:ompofe of mifcrabl huts, containing, at his time,. about 

thoufand effective men: they ill fs fe horfe, and are 
moftly 

' 1dris W died Hamran, our guide throu h thegreat defert, dwell in lhis ,~/I<1ge. 
t The ancien Adei. 
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mQi1.ly mountod on camels. TheD ,were riends to Sh kh 
H am, governor of Upper Egypt for the tim, and confe­
qu ntly to the fTurkiih go el'l1nlcnt at yene, as alfo to the 
. an'1raries there at DeiI' and Ibrim. Th y were the barri r, or 
bulwark, againfl: the pr digious number of Arabs, the Biiha­
l'cen, and others, . .d pending upon the kingdom of Senna r. 

In AliI , the f<i>n, who had feen me at Furlhout and Bad­
. oura, kne me.as foon as I arr' ved, and, a tel' acq uain tin g 
his fa ther, came with about a d zen of na ed attendants. 
with lances in their hands to efCort me. I was {carce got 
inro the door of'the tnt, bet rea great dinner was brought 
after their c: from; and, that bing difpat. lcd, it was a thou­
{and times I' peated, how little th expecl:c::d tha.t I would 
ha.ve thought or inquired ab llt them. 

WE we e intr due d to their Shekh, w 10 was fick, in a , 
.com er of a 1 ut, where he lay upon a carpet, with a cuihion 
under his h acL This chief of the Ababdc, called immer, 
i. c. the 'ligu (t ugh his furious qualities ere at thi time 
in great meafure aliaycd by fiekllcii ) aikednie much about 
the flate of Low r Egypt. I facisfi 'd him as far as poffi 1e, 
but lerommended to him to confi hi thoughts nearer 
hom , and n t to be ovcr anxiou about th fe diftant coun 
tries, as hc him.£ If fecmcd, ~t th , to be in a declining 
ftale of 1 ealth. 

TIMME R was a man about fixty years of ag ,ex edingly 
tormented wid t e gra el, whjch wa more extr rdinary 
;is he dwelt near th 'ilc; or it i , univerfally, the difea£ 

2 with 

.. T he Bilha reen are the Ara bh who live in the root' er betw eo the two nations. They ate 

oDliDal fubjectb of Sennaar, but, io fua, iodifcreet banditti, at leal~ as to ftr:tngers. 
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with thofe who ufe water from draw-wells, as in the defen. 
But he told In , that, for the firft twenty-fev n years of his 
life, he never had feen the Nile, unlefs upon fome plunder­
ing party;"that he had beenconftantly at war with the p ople 
of the cultivated" part of Egypt, and reduced them often to 

the ftate of ftarving; but now that he was old, a friend to 
Shekh Hanlam, and was refident near the Nile, he drank of 
its water, and was ljttle better, for he was already a martyr 
to the difeafe . . I had fent him [oap pills from Badjoura, 
which had done him a great d al of good, and now gav 
him lime-waTter, and promife him, on my return, to ihew 
his ptople how to make it. 

A VERY friendly ·converfation enfued, in which was repeat­
ed otten, how little they expeCted I would have vifited th m! 
As this implied two thing ; th ·fi1'11:, that I paid no regard 
to my promife wh n given; the othel', that I did not eft em 
them of confequence enough to give myfClt the trouble, 
I thought it right to clear nlyfelf from thefe fufpicions. 

," SUEKH NIMMER, {aid I, this frequent repetition that you 
"thought I would not keep my word is gric'VouJ" to me. I aln 
" a Chriftian, al.ti have liv d now many yea.r am ng you 
'~Arabs. Why did you-imagine that I would not keep my 
" word, fince it is a principle among all the Arabs I have 
" lived with, inviolably to kecp theirs? hen your fon lbra ... 
, him came to me at ,Badjoura, and told Ine the pain that 
"you was in, night and day, fcar of God, and deiire to do 
" good, even to them I had nev r D en, made -me give you 
" thofe mecrcines that have eafed you. Af er this pl:oof of 
'" nly human"ty, what was there extraordinary in illy com­
'" ing to ~ e you in the way? I knew TOl.l not before; but 

VOL, I. T " m y 
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" my religion teaches ITIe to '<10 good to· aU m n, even t ' 

" n mi s, without· reward, .or. without confidcring whether:­
« I ever !hould ii ethem. again.~" 

" Now, after tIie drugs 1. fentJ you~ oy IDl'aliim; t n me, 
f4, and tell Ine truly, 'on th faith of an .drab, would your 
« people, if they met me int the difm, do me any wrong, 
"mor than flOW, as I, have. eat and drank with you to-day ?" -

THE 0 d'man imme, on' this rofe from -fiis carpet; and 
fat upright~ a more ghaftly nd. lnore horrid~ figur I ne­
ver faw. "No, faid he; Shekh, curfed' b thofe' men 0 my 
people, or others, that e er !hall lift- up, their hand~ aga.inil 

you, eith in the Deflrt orth Tell, ide the Rart' of Egypt which 
is cultivated. As long a you are in, this country, or between­
this and o1fc ir, 01 (on\1hall ferve you with heart and·hancr, ; 
one night of pain. th t your medicines freed me from4 wouldl 

or be rep-aid, if I was to follow you. on-foot to MeffirlJthatt 
. Cair~" 

I THEN tl ought it a- proper 'me' to enter mt() conver.:· 
farion about penetrating into Abyffinia that w y, and. they 
difcuffed i among th:\.:mf; lves in a very friendly, and. at:: 
he f; me time in a v ry fagacious an jfenfiblemanner. , 

" WE could carry' you, to EI '&imer, (wliich.1 UDderft00d~ 

o be a well in t d fcrt, and whichr I afterwards was 
much better acquainted with to my. forrow.) W could­
t:ondu, you fa far, fays old immer, under God, withou -
fear of harm, all that country was Chriftian once, and we. 

Chriftians ; 
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thriftians like yourfeH *. The Saracms having nothing in 
their power, there, we could carry you fafely to Suak.em, but 
the Bifhary are men not to be truftcd, -and we could go no 
farther than to land you among them, and they would put 
'you to death, and laugh at you an the time they were tor-
menting you t-- ow, if you want to vifit Abyffinia, go 
by com ir .and Jidda!, there )'OU ChriJIians command d1e coun­
try." .. 

"I TOLD 'hlm,l apprehended, the Kmnotifi, about 'tl1C fecond 
cataract, above !brim, were bad people. He faid the Ken­
nOULI) were, he beli ved~ bad enough in their hearts, btl 
they were wretched flaves, and fervants, had no power in 
it1;leir 'hand , would not wrong any body that was with his 
peqpJe; if th~y.did, he would extirpate them in a day." 

,<, I TOLD him, I was fatisfied of tAe truth of what was faid, 
and aiked him the heft way to Coffeu·. He f:'.lid, rhe heft 
way for me to go, was from Kenne, or Cuft., and that he 
was carrying a quantity of wheat from Upper Egypt, while 
8h h Hamam was fending another cargo from h is country, 

atl which would 'be delivered at Coifclr., and iaadcd there 
farJidda." 

" ALl', that is right, Shckh, faid I, but fuppofe your pcopl c 
~nect u in the defel .. t, in going to Co1feir, or otherwife, how 
1110uld ,.vc fate in that cafe? Should we fight ?" " I ha .... c 

T 2 told 

• The, were Shepherd, Indigen , not Arabs. 

~ ~lIdjt ill J10jpitfji ,?-WIlS a charath:r long ago given to the Moors. 

II RAt [ Oil · 
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.told you Shekh already, fays h , Curfed be the man who 
lifts III hand againft you, or even does not defend and be­
frieD:d you, to his own 10fs, were it Ibrahim my. own fan." 

I THEN told him I was bound to Coffeir, and that if I 
fo:und myfclf in any difficulty, I hoped, upon applying to 

his people, they would protect me, and that he would give 
them the word, that I was yagollbe, a phyfician, feeking no 
hann, but doing good; boUnd by a vow, for a certain time, 
to wander through deferts, frorn fear of God, and that they 
ihou,ld not hav it in their power to do me harm.. 

THE old man muttered fomething to his fans in ~ dialeL9; 
I did not then underftand; it wa that of the Sbtphe,.d.r of 
Suakem. As that was the firil: word he fpoke, which I did 
not comprehend, I took no notice, but mixed fome lime­
water in a large Yen tian bottle that was given me when 
at Cairo full of liqueur, and wh.ich would hold about fou 
(Juarts ; and a little after I had done this the whole hut was 
tilled with people .. 

THERE ,verc pritft.r and mOil/a of their religion, and the 
heads of families, fo that the houfe could not ontain 
half of them. The gr at people among t m came, 
and, after j ining hands, repeated a kind of * pra) l'" 

of about two minutes long, by which they declar d 
rhcmfdve: and their children, accurfed, if ever they 
1 i [ted their hands againft me in the Ttll, or Fi Id In th 
tf(/Zrt, or on the river; or, in . cafe that I, or mine iliould :fiy 

to 

~ 

T~is kind of oath was in ufe among the Arab., or SfeJherdl, cally as the timeof Abriham, 
Glo n. ~lI.i. H, %3. xxvi . 28. 
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to them for refuge, if they did not proteCt us at the ' rifk of 
their liv s, their families, and their fortunes, or, as they 
emphaticallyexpreffed it, to the death of th laft male child 
among them. 

MEDICINES and advice being given on my part, faith 
and proteCtion pledged on theirs, two bufhels f wheat 
and feven fheep were carried down to' the boat, nor coulcl 
we decline their kindn fs, as refufmg a pre[entin that coun­
try (however it is underftood in ours,) is juft as great an af­
frollt, as coming into the prefence of a fuperior without a 
pr rent at aU. 

I TOLD them, however, that I was going up among Turk~ 
who were obliged to maintain me, the confeq:uen there­
fore will be, to fave their own, tl at, th y will take your 
:£heep, and make my dinner of tl m; you and I are Arab/, 
and know what Turks arc. They allluut red curfes between 
their teeth at the name of Turk, ax d we agreed they fhould 
keep the fheep till I came ba. k, provided they fuould be 
then at liberty to add as many marc. 

TflJS was all underfl:ood between us, and we parte · 
perfeCtly conte 1t 'with one another. But our Rais was very 
far from being fadsfied, having heard £ mething of the 
feven fheep"; and ai we were to be next day at Syene,. where 
he knew we we~e to get meat enough, he r ckoned tha t 
1:h Y would have been his property. To ftille all caufe of 
difcontent, however, I told him h was to t I-e no noti eo · 
my vifit to' Shekh Ammer, and that I would make hill1 a­
m.euds when I returned .. 
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C H A. P. VIL 

.Arrive: at S)'me--GoeJ to fie the Cataral!1-Remarka'hle Tomol-tht 
jitltatioll if Syene-The Aga propvfil tl YIfiI to Dcir and Iorim-1'h~ 
Allthor return.r to KenIlC. 

W failed on the 20th, ith the wind favouring us, till 
about an hour b fore fun-rife, and about nine o'clock 

came to an anchor on -the fouth -end of the palm groves, 
and north end of the town of yene, nearly oppofite to an 
illand in which there is a [mall handfom gypdan tempk, 
prett entire. It is the temple of CflJJphi.r, where formerly 
was the ilometer. 

ADJOINING to the palm tre s was a very good comforo. 
able houfe, belonging to Huffein Schourbatchie, tb man 
{hat ufed to be fent from that place to Cairo, to receive the 
pay of the janilfaries in garrifon at Syene, upon whom too 1 
had credit for very fmall fum. 

THE reafons of a credit in fuch a place are three: Firft, 
in cafe of fickne.f:, or purchafc of any antiquities: -Secondly, 
that you give the people an idea (a very ufeful one) that 
you carry no money about with you: Thirdly, that your 

money 

• Strabo, lib. ; vii. p. 944. 
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money changes its value, and is not even CUrl1ent beyond 
Jrfne .. 

HUSSEIN W S not at home, but; was gone fomew here up­
on bufinefs, but I had hopes to find him in the courfe of th e 
may. Hofpitality is never refufed, in thefe countries, upon 
the ilIght ft pretence. Ha.ving therefore letters t!o him1 and 
hearing rus neufe was empty, we fA nt our ople and bag­
gage to if". 

I WAS not well arrived' beforc a janHfary came, in fong Tur­
"!h doaths, without arms, and a white wand in his hand, to 

,tell me that Syene was a gar1'ifon tOwn, and that the Aga; 
was at die cafile r.eady to give me audience. 

I RETT:1R:N"ED hiin for anfwer, that r was very fellfible it was 
11Y firft duty, as a ftranger, to wa.; .. upon the Aga in agarriftmed 

. town of which' he had the command, but, bing bearer of 
the Grand Signio1"s Eit"man, having.1ctt 1's from the Bey of 
€ait'o, and from the Port of Janiifari s to him-in particltla11, and~ 

at prefent being indifpofcd and fatigued, I h p.ed he would 
indulge mc ' till the a:crival of my landlord;' in which ill-

rim- ihouJd take a little reil:, change Iny doaths, and be 
more in the fituation . .in hich I would willi to pay lny re­
ipeCts to, him.. 

I RECE IVED immediately an an,f-\ver by two jani.a:1.ries, who 
fufifted to fee me, and were a cordingly introduced while 

was lying d wn to reft. T}~ y f id that MahOlne Aga had 
~yed ~ny pJ.eifage, that the reafon of fending to Ine was 

not 
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not either to hurry or difturb me; but the earlier to . know 
in what he could be of fervice to me; that he had a partiellfa;" 
letter from the Bey of Cairo, .in confequence of which, he had 
difpatched orders to receive me at Efne, but as I had not 
waited on the Cacheff there, he had not been apprifed~ 

AFTER giving coffee to thefe very civil melfengers, and 
taking two hours refi, our landlord the Schourbatchie ar­
rived; ~nd, about four o'clock in the afternoon, we went to 
the Aga. 

TUE fort is built of clay, 'with fame fmall gun~ mounted 
on it; it is of ftrength fufficient to keep people of the coun­
try in awe. 

I FOUND the Aga fitting in a fmall kiooik, or clofet, upon 
a ftQne-bench cov red with carpets. As I was in no fear of 
him, I was refolved to walk according to my privileges; 
and, as the mean ft Turk would ~o before the gr ateft Ulan 
in . ngland, I fat down upon a cufhi n below him, after 
laying my hand all my breafl:, and faying in an audible vc.:ice, 
with gr at marks of refpett, however, Salam alicltm! to w h ieh 
he anfwered, withou any of the u ual difficulty, Alicmnfolam! 

Peaa he between tts is th [alu{ation; :there is pea e betwcet1 til is 
the ret;urn. 

AFTER fitting down a out two minutes, I again got up, and 
frood in the luiddle of the rOOln before him, aying, I am bar .. 
, er of a hatefherriffe, or r yal mandate, to you, Mahom tAga I 

nd took t1 e firman OUt of my bo{om, and pr fented it to 
hilU. Upon this he flood upright, and all the rea of th 
l)cople, before fitting with him likewif'i ; he bowed his head 

4 upon 
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!ll pon the carpet, then put the firman to his forehcad, open­
ed it, and pretended to read it; but he knew well the con­
tents, and I believe, befides, he could neither read nor write 
any language. I then gave him the other letters frOlTI Cairo, 
which he ordered his fecrctary to read in his ear. 

At.J~ this ceremony being finifhcd, he called for a pipe, 
-and coffee. I refufed the firft, as ne~er ufing it; but I drank 
a dHh of coffee, and told him, that I was bearer of a cot!fidm40 

fial me./!agc from Ali Bey of Cair6, and willi d to delivcl' it to 

hbn without witneffes, whenever lie pleafcd. The rOOln 

was. accordingly cleared witholu d lay, cxcepting his fccre­
tal ,who was alfo going away, when I pulled him back by 
th ' doaths, faying, " Stay, if you plca[<:, we thall need you 
," to write the anfwer." We were no fooner left alone, than 
I told the Aga, that, bing a firanger, and, not knowing tll 
difpofitioll of his people, or what ooting they were 011 to­
gether, and being detiren to addrefs Inyfelf only to hinl by 
the Bey, and our mutu~il friends at Cairo, I wlihed to put j 
in his power (as lte pleafed or not) to have witnefres of de­
livering the {mall prgc1Jt I had brought hiln frOiTI Cairo. 
}The Aga feemed very fe of this delicacy; and particu­
larlydefired me to take no notice to my landlord, the Schour­
batchie, of any thing 1 had brought him. 

ALL this b'ting-over, ana a confidence eftahliihed with go'uem­
ltWlt, I fent 's II i ferva t that night, under 
pretence of firi g h to go to the cataraCt next day. 
Til age a meet; th horv s were to be lcady 
by d next morning. On the 2 tft, the ga fent me 
his ow horf\ with mules and aifcs for Iny {b allts, to go 
t') the cataract.' 

VOL. r. U WOE 



t'54 rr"RA7:E:LS TO ISCO R. 

,Vts. pa.ired out at the fouth gate' of the town, iilto the fi.i \ 
fm 11 [andy phdn. A very little to our left, there are a num­
ber of tOmb.floues with infcriptio 15 in the Cufic chant :tel', 
which travellet crronco illy have c:tlled un/mown language, ' 
and let ers, alth ugh it was the -only letter and language 
known to Mahomet, and the moil. learned of his :(i ct in the .. 
fidl: ages. 

I 

THE Cunc characters feern to b all' written in capItals •.. 
which one might learn to read much morc, eaflly than the ' 
modern Arabic, and they more refClnBle the Samaritan . . 
We read there-Abdullah el Hejaz) .cl Anfan ometAb-· 
del Shems e1 Taicfy el Anfari. The firft efe, .Abdullah 

I 

cl Hejazi, is Abdullah born in Arabia Petrea. 'The other is, . 
Mahomet the flave of the fun, bornrin T~ief. N'6w, both: of 
thefe ar caned Aty'itri, wI ich :rpany writcts, . upon Arabian · 
hiftory, think, Ineans, born ill ' Medina; beta-ute, when Maho- . 
:xp.et fled from Mecca, the 'nig t of the hegira, the people of 
Medina r ceivcd him wj.llinglr, and thenceforward got the 
nalne of.'" Anfari, or H Ipers. But this honourabl name 

as extend d afterwards to all thofe who fought under Ma­
homer in his wars, and after" even to thofe who had been! 
born in his llfetime. 

THE SE of wliofe toml>s we are now fpeaking, wer.e of the 
army of Haled Ibn el Waalid, whom Mahomet named, Saif.. 
Ullah, the 'Sword ,f God,' and who? in the califat of Omar, 
took and deftroycd Syene, after lollng great p'art of his army,· 

before 
. . 

This ~orrl , 1m rop AY \Ired ~ a fpclled by M. de Vol! ey, .ha$ nothing to do with. 
theft Anfa.ri ' 
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before it. It was afterw~ds rebuilt by the Shepherdi of Beja, 
~hen Chriftians, ind .again taken in the time of Salidan, and, 
with the reft of Egypt, ever fince hath belonged to Cairo. It 
was conquered by, or J.'ather furrendered to, Sellm Emperor 
'Of the Turks, in IS 16, h Ian ted two advanced pofts (Deir 
and Ibrim) bef()nd the ,cataract in Nubia, with {mall garri­
Sons of janiifaries likewifc, where they continue to this day. 

' THEIR. pay is iffued from Cairo; fometimes they marry 
I.each others daughters, rarely tnarry the women of the coun­
try, and the fon, or ne hew, or neareft relation of each de .. 
{:eafed, fucceeds as janiiTary in rOOln of his father. Th 
;have loft their native language, and have indeed nothing of 
the Turk in them, but a pr penfity to violence, rapine, and 
injuftic ; to whkh they have joined the perfidy of the Arab, 
which, as I ha.ve faid. they fom: times inherit frOlu their 
mother. An Aga command.s thefe roops in the caftle. They 
have about two hundred hor[emen armed with firelocks ; 
with which, by the help of the Ababdc, enc Inpl:U at 8h kh 
Ammer, they keep the Biihareen, and all leiC nU1l1erOUS 
tribes of At ·bs, that inhabit the ,Deli rt of Scnl1aar, in toler ... 
.able order. 

THEinhabitahts merchants, and common peop e . f the 
. 0 ~n, ar comlnanded by a cachcff. There ~ n itl er but­
ter nor milk ~t Syene (the latter comes fl' m Lo ~er gypt) 
the fame y e ' of fowls. Date do not ripen at Sy ne" 
thofe that· re fold t Cairo "orne frOlll loriln and ngola, 
Ttl re ar g od fiLh in the 'ile, :1.nd th"y arc ea!ily caug] t, 

efpeciallyat the catara~t, or in broken water; thcre arc only 
two kinds of .large ones which I have happcncd to fec, the 

U 2 binny 
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binny al1~ the boulti. The binny I have defcdbed in its·prO: 
per place. 

· AFTER pailing the tomb-ffones' without the gate, we conle 
to a plain . about five mi1e~ long, bordered 0 the left by 
a hill of no confiderable h ighr, ,and fandy like the plain~ 
upon whic~l are feen fom ruins; morC modern than thofe 
Egyptian build'ngs we have defcribed. They feern indeed! 
to be a lnixtllre of all kinds and ages;. 

THE diftance from the gate· of' he town' to Termiffi, or­
Marada, the fmall villages on the cataract, is exaCtly fix: 
Engliih miles. After the defcription already given of this . 
cataraCt in fOlne authors, a traveller has reafon to be ill1~ 
prifed, when arrived on its banks, t() find that veffcls fair 
up the cataract, and confequently the f~ll cannot be fo vio­
lent as to depriv 'peoplcfof their hearing* .. 

TilE bed of 'the river, occupied oy the water, was no . 
then half a mil bl:oad. It is divided into a number of fmall' 
channels, by larg hI cks f granite, from thirty to forty 
feet high. The current, opuned for a long c,:oUl~fe betw e 
the roc~y nwuntains of Nubia, tries to expand jtfelf wid 
great violence. Finding, fn every part before it, oppofition? 
from the ro ks of granite, and forced back by t,he!; ,it meets ' 
th oppofite cun'eots. The dlafing of the watar againii: 
thefe huge o'bftades, the nlectiog of the contrary currents 
one· with a1'10ther, ereates fuch a violent ebullition, and' 

makes 

• Cicero de Somnio Sc.iprollis. 




