protected ; and i= this cafe will, I hope, be found a valuable:
fragment, becaufe, whatever have been my confcientious
fears of running fervants, who-work for pay, into danger of
Yofing their lives by peril of the fea, yet I can fafely fay, that
never did the face of man, or fear of danger to myfelf, deter
me from verifying with my eyes, what my.own hands have

put upon paper..

In the days of the Ptolemies, and, as I fhall thew, long
before, the weft coaft of the Red Sea, where the dcepeit wa-
ter, and moft dangerous rocks are, was the track which the
Indian and African fhips chofe, when loaded with the richeft
merchandife that ever veflels fince carried. The Prolemies
built a number of large cities on tliis coalt ; nordo we hear
that thips were obliged toabandon that track, from the dii-
afters that befel them in the navigation. On the contrary,
they avoided the coaft of Arabia; and one reafon, among
others, is plain why they fhould ;—-they were loaded with
the moft valuable commodities, gold, ivory, gums, and pre-
cious ftones ; room for ftowage on board thercfore was very
valuable.

ParT of this trade, when at its greateft perfection, was
carried on in veffels with oars. We know from the prophet
Ezekicl®, 700 years before Chrift, or- joo after Solomon had
finithed his trade with Africa and India, that they did not
always make ufe of fails in the track of the monfoons ; and
confequently a great number of men muft have been necef--

fary

Lo * Ezek. chap. xxvii, 6th and 29thiverfes,
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north-weft monfoon which repels it, and keeps it in there,
every rock on the Arabian thore becomes an ifland, and eve-
ry two or three iflands become a harbour.

Uron the ends of the principal of thefe harbours large
heaps of ftones have been piled up, to ferve as fignals, or
marks, how to enter; and it is in thefe that the large vef-
fels from Cairo to Jidda, equal in fize to our 74 gun fhips,
(but from the cifterns of mafon-work built within for hold-
ing water, I fuppofe double their weight) after navigating
their portion of the channel in the day, come fafely and
quietly to, at four o’clock in the afternoen, and in thefe
little harbours pafs the night, to fail into the channel again,
next morning at fun-rife,

Turrerore, though in the track of my voyage to Tor, I
am {cen running from the weft fide of Jibbel Zeit a W. N.
W. courfe (for I had no place for a compafs) into the har-
bour of Tor, I do not mean to do fo bad a fervice to huma-
nity as to perfuade large thips to follow my track. There
are two ways of inftru¢ting men ufefully, in things abfo-
lutely unknown to them. The firft is, to teach them what
they can do fafely. The nextis, to teach them what they
cannot do at all, or, warranted by a prefling occafion, attempt
with more or lefs danger, which fhould be explained and
placed before their eyes, for without this laft no man knows
the extent of his own powers. With this view, I will venture,
without fear of contradiction, to fay, that my courfe from
Cofleir, or even from Jibbel Siberget, to Tor, is impoflible to
a great thip. My voyage, painful, full of care, and danger-
ous as it was, is not. to be accounted a furety for the Tives of

thoufands. It may be regarded as a foundation for ‘furveys

Lereafter to be made by perfons more capable, and better
3 protected ;
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take in your water at Mocha; or, if any reafon fhould hin-
der you from touching that thore, a few hours will carry
you to Azab, or Saba, on the Abyflinian coaft, whofe latitude
I found to be 13° 5’ north. It is not a port, but a very to-
lerable road, where you have very fafe riding, under the
fhelter of a low defert ifland called Crab Ifland, with a few
rocks at the end of it. But it muft be remembered, the
people are Galla,the moft treacherous and villanous wretch-
- es upon the earth. They are Shepberds, who fometimes are
on the coaft in great numbers, or in the back of the hills
that run clofe along the fhore, or in miferable villages
compofed of huts, that run nearly in an eaft and weft direc-
tion from Azab to Raheeta, the largeft of all their villages.
You will there, at Azab, get plenty of water, theep, and goats,
as alfo fome myrrh and incenfe, if you are in the proper
{eafon, or will ftay for it

I acain repeat it, that no confidence is to be had in the
people. Thofe of Mocha, who even are abfolutely neceflary
to them in their commercial tranfa&ions, cannot truft them
without furety or hoftages. ' And it was but a few years be-
fore I was there, the furgeon and mate of the Elgin Eaft-In-
dia man, with {everal other failors, were cut off, going on
thore with a letter of fafe conduct from their Shekh to pur-
chafe myrrh. Thofe that were in the boat efcaped, but moit
of them were wounded. A fhip,on its guard, does not fear
banditti like thefe, and you will get plenty of water and
provifion, though Iam only fpeakmg of it as a ftation of
neceflity.

~ 1r you are not afraid of being known, there is a low
‘black ifland on the Arabian coaft called Camaran, it is in
“ Vor. L Ff lat
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lat. 15° 397, and is diftinguifhed by a white houfe, or fortrefs,.
on the weft end of it, where you will procure excellent wa-
ter, in greater plenty than at Azab; but no provifions, or
only fuch as are very bad. If you fhould not with to be feen,,
however, on the coaft at all, among the chain of iflands that
reaches almoft acrofs the Gulf from Loheia to Mafuah,,
there is one called Fooflit, where there is good ancliorage ;.
it 1s laid down in my map in lat. 15° 597 43” N.. and" long..
42° 27’ E. from a®ual obfervation taken upon the ifland.
There is here a quantity of excellent warer, with a {aint or
monk to take care of it, and keep the wells clean. This
poor creature was foterrified at fecing us come athore with:
fire-arms, that he lay down upon his face on the fand ; nor:
would he rife, ér lift up his head, till the Rais had explain-
ed to me the caufe of his fear, and till, knowing 1 was not
in any danger of furprife, I had fent my guns on board.

From this to Yambo there is no {afe warering place. In-.
deed if the river Frat were to be found,there is no need of any
other watering place in the'Gulf; but it is abfolutely necef~
fary to have a pilot on board befare you'make Ras Mahomet;
becaufe, over the mountains of Auche, the Elanitic Gulf, and
the Cape itfelf, there is often a great haze, which lafts for
many days together, and many fhips arve conftantly loft, by
miftaking the Eaftern Bay, or Elanitic Gulf, forthe entrance
of the Gulf of Suez ; the former has a reef of rocks nearly
acrofs it.

Arter you have made Sheduan, a large ifland three
leagues farther, in a dire¢tion nearly north and by wett, is a
bare rock, which, according to their mfual carelefsnefs and
indifference, they are not at the pains to call by any -other

name:
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name but Yibbel, the rock, ifland, or mountain, in gencral.
You fhould not come within three full leagues of that rock,
but leave it at a diftance to the weftward. You will then
fee thoals, which form a pretty broad channel, where you
have foundings from fifteen to thirty fathoms. Andagain,
ftanding on directly upon Tor, you have two other oval
fands with funken rocks, in the channel, between which
you are to fteer. All your danger is here in fight, for you
might go in the infide, or to the eaftward, of the many
fmall iflands you fee toward the fhore; and there are the
anchoring places of the Cairo veflels, which are marked
with the black anchor in the draught. This is the courfe
beft known and practifed by pilots for fhips of all fizes. But
by a draught of Mr Niebuhr, who went from Suez with
Mahomet Rais Tobal, his track with that large fhip was
through the channels, till he arrived at the point, where
Tor bore a little to the northward of eaft of him.

Tor may be known at a diftance By two hills that ftand
near the water fide, which, in clear weather, may be feen
fix leagues off.  Juft to the fouth-eaft of thefe is the town
and harbour, where there are fome palm-trees about the
houfes,the moreremarkable,that they are the firft you fee on
the coaft. There is no danger in going into Tor harbour,
the foundings in the way are clean and regular; and by
giving the beacon a fmall birth on the larboard hand, you
may haul in a little to the northward, and anchor in five
or fix fathom. The bottom of the bay is not a mile from the
beacon, and about the fame diftance from the oppofite thore.
There is no {enfible tide in the middle of the Gulf, but, by
the fides, it runs full two knots an hour. At {prings, it is
high water at Tor nearly at rwelve o'clock. :

Ffa ON
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On the gth we arrived at Tor, a fmall ftraggling village;,
with a convent of Greek Monks, belonging to Mount Sinai..
Don John de Caftro * took this town when it was walled,
and fortified, foon after the difcovery of the Indies by the
Portuguefe ; it has never fince been of any confideration. It
ferves now, only as a watering-place for thips going to, and
from Suez. From this we have a diftin& view of the points
of the mountains Horeb and Sinai, which appear behind
and above the others, their tops being often covered with

fnow in winter..

Turere are three things, (now I am at the north end of
the Arabian Gulf,) of which the reader will expect fome ac-
count, and I am heartily forry to fay, that'T fear I thall be
obhged to difappoint him in all, by the unfatisfactory rela-
tion I am forced to give..

Tue firft is, Whether the Red Sea is not higher than the:
Mediterranean, by feveral feet or inches? To this I anfwer,.
That the faét has been fuppofed to be {6 by antiquity, and
alledged as a reafon why Ptolemy’s eanal was made from
the bottom of the Heroopolitic Gulf, rather than brought
due north acrofs the Ifthmus of Suez; in which laft cafe,
it was feared it would fubmerge a great part of Afia Mi-
nor. But who has ever attempted to verify this by experis
ment ? or who is capable of fettling the difference of levels,
amounting, as fuppofed, to fome feet and inches, between
two points 120 miles diftant from cach other, over a defery
that has no fettled furface, butis changing its height every
day?.

* Vide his Jowrnal publifhed by Abbé Vertor, -«
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day? Befides, fince all feas are, in fact, but one, what is it
that hinders the Indian Ocean to flow to its level ? What is
it that keeps the Indian Ocean up?

TiLL this laft branch of the queftion is refolved, I fhall
take it for granted that no fuch difference of level exifls,
whatever Ptolemy’s engineers might have pretended to him;
becaufe, to fuppofe it fact, is to fuppofe the violation of one
very material law of nature.

Tue next thing T have to take notice of, for the fatisfac-
tion of my reader, is, the way by which the children of If-
rael pafled the Red Sea at the time of their deliverance from
the land of Egypt. '

As fcripture teaches us, thatthis paflage, whereveritmight
be, was under the influence of a miraculous power, no parti-
cular circumftance of breadth, or depthj makes one place
likelier than another. It is a matter of mere curiofity, and
can only promeote an illuftration of the {cripture, for which
reafon, I do not decline the confideration of it..

I smavri fuppofe, thar my reader has been fufficiendy con-
vinced, by other authors, that the land of Gofhen, where
the Ifraelites dwelt in Egypt, was that country lying eaft of
the:Nile, and not overflowed by it, bounded by the moun-
tains of the Thebaid on the fouth, by the Nilc and Medi-
terranean om the weft and north, and the Red Sea and de-
fert of Arabia on the eaft. It was the Heliopolitan nomc,
its capital was O ; from predilection of the letter O, com-
mon to the Hebrews, they called it Gofhen ; but its proper

name was Gehen, the country of Grafs, or Pafturage ; or of
the
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the Shepherds; in oppofition to the reft of the land which
was fown, after having been overflowed by the Nile.

Tuere were three ways by which the children of Ifrael,
flying from Pharaoh, could have entered Paleftine. The
firft was by the fea-coaft by Gaza, Aikelon,and Joppa. This
was the plaineft and necareft way ; and, therefore, fitteft for
people incumbered with kneading troughs, dough, cattle,
and children. The fea-coaft was full of rich commercial
citics, the mid-land was cultivated and fown with grain.
The eaftern part, neareft the mountains, was full of catie
and fhepherds, as rich a coumry and more powerful than
the cities themfelves.

Tu1s narrow valley, between the mountains and the fea,
ran all along the eaftern fhore of the Mediterranean, trom
Gaza northward, comprehending the low part of Paleftine
and Syria. Now,fiere a fmall number of men might have
paffed, under the laws of hofpitality ; nay, they did con-
ftantly pafs, it being the high road between Egypt, and
Tyre, and Sidon. But the cafe was different with a mulu-
tude, {fuch as fix hundred thoufand men having their cattle
along with them. Thefe muft have occupied the whole
land of the Philiftines, deftroyed all private property, and
undoubtedly have occafioned {fome revolution ; and as they
were not now intended to be put in pofleflion of the land
of promife, the meafure of the iniquity of the nations be-
ing not yet full, God turned them afide from going that
way, though the neareft, lcafl they “ {hould {ee war*,” that

2 is,

ey
-

* Gen. chap. xiii. ver. 17th,
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is, leaft the people thould rife againft them, and deftroy
them.

Tuere was another way which led fouth=weft, upon Beer-
theba and Hebron, in the middle, between the Dead Sea and
the Mediterranean. This was the direction in which Abra-
ham, Lot, and Jacob, are fuppofed to have reached Egypt. But
there was neither food nor water there to fuftain the Ifracl-
ites. When Abraham and Lot returned out of Egypt, they
were obliged to feparate by confent, becaufe Abraham faid
to his brother, “The land - will not bear us both*.”

Tae third way was ftraight eaft into Arabia, pretty much:
the road by which the Pilgrims go at this day to Mecca,
and the caravans from Suez toCairo. In this track they
would have gone round by the mountains of Moab, eaft of
the Dead Sca, and pafled Jordan in the plain oppofite to Jeri-
¢ho, as they did forty years afterwards. But it is plain from
fcripture, that God’s counfels were to- make Pharach and
his Egyptians an example of his vengeance ; and, as nonc
of thefe roads led to the fea, they did not anfwer the Divince
mtention..

Asovr twelve leagues from the fea, there was a narrow
zxoad which turned to the right, between the mountains,
through awvalley called Badeab, where their courfe was near-
ly fouth-eaft; this valley ended.in a pafs, berween two con-
fiderable mountains, called Geweube on the fouth ; and Jibbel
Attakah on the north, and opened into the low ftripe of

' eountry

* Gen..chap. xiii. ver. 6th.. Exod. chap, xiii. ver. 17th,
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country which runs all along the Red Sea; and the Ifraelites
were ordered to encamp at Pihahiroth, oppofite to Baal-zeph-
on, between Migdol and that fea. )

It will be neceflary to explain thefe names. Badeah, Dr
Shaw interprets, the Valley of the Miracle, but this is forcing an
etymology, for there was yet no miracle wrought, nor was
there ever any in the valley. But Badeah, means barren, bare,
and wninbabited ; fuch as we may imagine a valley between
flony mountains, a defert valley. Fibbel ditakah, he tranflates
alfo, the Mountain of Deliverance. But, {o far were the Ifraclites
from being delivered on their arrival at this mountain, that
they were then in the greateft diftrefs and danger. Attakab,
means, however, to arrive or come up with, either becaufe there
they arrived within fight of the Red Sea; or, as I am rather
inclined to think, this place took its name from the arrival
of Pharaoh, or his coming in fight of the Ifraelites, when
encamped between Migdol and the Red Sea.

Pinammrorn is the mouth of the valley, opening to the
flat country and the fea, as I have already faid, fuch are
called Mouths; in the Arabic, Fum; as 1 have obferved in my
journey to Cofleir, where the opening of the valley is called
Fum el Beder, the moutls of Beder ; Fum el Terfowey, the mouth
of Terfowey. Hhoreth, the flat country along the Red Sea,
1s fo called from Hbor, a narrow valley where torrents run,
occafioned by {fudden irregular thowers. Such we have al-
ready defcribed on the eaft fide of the mountains, border-
ing upon that narrow flat country along the Red Sea, where
temporary fhowers fall in great abundance, while none of
them touch the weft fide of the mountains or valley of

Egypt.
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Egypt. Pihahiroth then is the mouth of the valley Badeaky;
which opens to Hhoreth, the narrow {’crlpe of land where
thowers fall.

~ Baar-Zeruon, the'God of' thewatch-tower; was, proba-
bly, fome idol’s temple, which ferved for a fignal-houfe up-
on.the Cape which forms the north entrance of the bay op-
pofite to Jibbel Attakah, where ‘there is ftill a2 mofque, or
faint’s tomb. It was probably a light-houfe, for the direc-
tion. of fhips. going to: the bottom-of the Gulf; to prevent
miftaking it for-another foul bay, under the high land,
where there is alfo a tomb.of a faint called Abou Derage.

Tie laft rebuke God gave to Pharaoh, by flaying all the
firft-born, feems to have made a ftrong impreflion upon the
Egyptians. Scripture fays, that the people were now urgent
with the Ifraelites to be gone, for they faid, “ We be all
dead ‘'men *” And we need mot doubt, it. was in order to
Keep up in their-hearts.a motive of refentment, ftrong e+
nough to:make them purfue the Ifraelites, that God canfed
the Ifraclites to ‘borrow, and take away the jewels of the
Egyptians ; without fome new:caufe of anger, the late ter-
rible chaftifement might have deterred them. While, there-
fore, they journeyed caftward towards the defert, the Egyp-
tians had no motive to attack them;becaufe they went with
permiflion there to facrifice, and were on their return to
reftore them their moveables. But'when the Ifraelites were
obferved turning to the fouth, among the mountains, they

Vor. L. Gg; were

- Exod. ch, xii. 33, .
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were then fuppofed to flee without a view of returning, be-
caufe they had left the way of the defert; and therefore
Pharaoh, that he might induce the Egyptians to follow
them, tells them that the Ifraclites were now entangled a-
mong the mountains, and the wildernefs behind them,
which was really the cafe, when they encamped at Pihahi-
roth, before, or fouth of Baal-Zephon, between Migdol and
the fea. Here, then, before Migdol, the fea was divided,
and they pafled over dry: thod to the wildernefs of Shur,
which was immediately oppofite to ‘them; a {pace fome-
thing lefs than four leagues, and fo eafily accomplithed in
one night, wnhout any miraculous interpofition.

Turee days they were without water, which would bring
them to Korondel, where is a {pring of brackith, or bitter
water, to this day, which probably were the waters of Marab *.

Tur natives ftill call this part of the fea Bahar Kolzum,
or the Sea of Deftruction ; and juft oppofite to Pihahiroth is
a bay, where the North Cape is called Ras Mufa, or the Cape
of Mofes, even now. Thefe are the reafons why I believe
the paflage of the Ifraclites to have been in this direction.
There is about fourteen fathom of water in the channel;
and about nine in the fides, and good anchorage every
where ; the fartheft fide is a low fandy coaft, and a very
cafy landing-place. The draught of the bottom of the Gulf
given by Doctor Pococke is very erroneous, in every part of
it.

It was propofed to Mr Niebuhr, when in Egypt, to in-

quire, upon the {pot, Whether there were not fome ridges
of

* Such is the tradition among the Natives.
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of rocks, where the¢ water was fhallow, fo that an army at
particular times might pafs over? Secondly, Whether the
Etefian winds, which blow ftrongly all Summer from the
north weft, could not blow fo violently againft the fea, as to
keep it back on a heap, fo that the Ifraelites might havepafled
without a miracle? And a copy of thefe queries was left for
me, to join my inquiries likewife.

Bur I muft confefs, however learned the gentlemenr
were who propofed thefe doubts, I did not think they me-
rited any attention to folve them. This paflage is told us,
by fcripture, to be a miraculous one; and, if fo, we have no-
thing to do with natural caufes. If we do not believe
Mofes, we need not believe the tranfaction at all, feeing
that it is from his authoriry alone we derive it.. If we be-
lieve in, God that'he made the fea, we muft believe hecould
divide it when he fees proper reafon, and of that he muft be
the only judge. It isno greater miracle to divide the Red:
Sea, than to divide the river of Jordan.

Ir the Etefian wind blowing from: the northi-weft in fum-
mer, could heap up the fea as a-wall, on the right, or to
the fouth, of fifty feet high, ftill the difliculty would: remain,
of building the wall on the left hand, or to the north. Be-
fides, water ftanding: ins that pofition for a day, muft have
loft the nature of fluid. Whence came that cohefion of
particles, that hindered that wall to efcape at the fides ? This
is as greatd miracle as that of-Mofes. If the Etefian winds
had done this once, they muft have repeated it many a
time before and fince, from the-fame caufes. Yet, * Dio-

Gg 2 dorus

* Diod. Sic. Lib. 3. pr 1224,
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dorus Siculus fays, the Troglodytes, the indigenous inhabi~
tants of that very fpot, had a tradition from father to fon,
from their very earlieft and remoteft ages, that once this
divifion of the fea did happen there, and that after leaving
its bottom fometimes dry, the fea again came back, and co-
vered it with great fury. The words of this author are of
the moft remarkable kind. We cannot think this heathen
is writing in favour of revelation. He knew not Mofes,
nor fays a word about Pharaoh, and his hoft ; but records
the miracle of the divifion of the fea, in words nearly as
ftrong as thofe of Mofes, from the mouths of unbiafled, un-
defigning Pagans.

WEere all thefe difficulties furmounted, what could we
do with the pillar of fire? The anfwer is, We fhould not
believe it.  Why then believe the paflage at all? We have no
authority for the one, but what is for the other; it is alto-
gether contrary to the ordinary nature of things, and if not
a miracle, it muft be a fable.

Tuz caufe of the feveral names of the Red Sea, is a fub-
ject of more liberal inquiry. I am of opinion, that it cer-
tainly derived its name from Edom, long and early its
powerful matfter, that word fignifying Red in Hebrew. It
formerly went by the name of Sea of Edom, or Idumea;
fince, by that of the Red Sea.

It has been obferved, indeed, that not only the Arabian
Gulf, but part of the Indian Occan ¥, went by this name,
though

* Dionyfii Periegefis, v. 38. et Comment. Euftathii in eundem. Strabo, lib, zvi.
p. 765. Agathemeri Geographia, lib. ii, cap. 11. ;
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though far diftant from Idumea. This is true, but when
we confider, as we fhall do in the courfe of this hiftory, that
the mafters of that fea were ftill the Edomites, who went
from the one fea directly in the fame voyage to the other,
we fhall not difpute the propriety of extending the name to
part of the Indian Ocean alfo. As for what fanciful people*
have faid of any rednefs in the fea itfelf, or colour in the
bottom, the reader may affure himfelf all this is fi¢tion, the
Red Sea being in colour nothing different from the Indian,
-<or any other Ocean.

Tuere is greater difficulty in afligning a reafon for the
Hebrew name, Yam Suph ; properly fo called, fay learned
authors, from the quantity of weeds in it. But I muft con-
fefs, in contradiction to this, that I never in my life, (and I
have feen the whole extent of it) faw a weed of any fort in
it ; and, indeed, npon the flighteft confideration, it will oc-
cur to any one, that a narrow gulf, under the immediate
influence of monfoons, blowing from contrary points fix
months each year, would have too much agitation to pro-
duce fuch vegetables, feldom found, but in ftagnant watcrs,
and feldomer, if ever, found in falt ones. My opinion then
is, that it is from the t large trees, or plants of white coral,
{pread every where over the bottom of the Red Sea, per-
fetly in imitation of plants on land, that the fea has ob-
tained this name. If not, I fairly confefs I have not any

other conjecture to make.
No

* Serome Loba, the greateft liar of the Jefuits, ch. iv. p. 46. Englifh tranflation.
+ I faw one of thefe, which, from a_root nearly central, threw out ramifications in @
aearly circular form, meafuring twenty-fix feet diameter every way.
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No fea, or fhores, I believe, in the world, abound more in
fubjects of Narural Hiftory than the Red Sea, I fuppofe I
have drawings and fubjects of this kind, equal in bulk to
the journal of the whole voyage itfelf. But the vaft ex-
pence in engraving, as well as other confiderations, will
probably hinder for ever the perfection of this work in
this particular.

CHAR
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CHAP. X

Sail from Tor——Pafs the Elanitic Gulf—See Raddua——Arrive at Yambo
' ~Incidents there—drrive at Fidda,

UR Rais, having difpatched his bufinefs, was eager to
depart ; and, accordingly, on the 11th of April, at day-
break, we ftood out of the harbour of Tor. At firft, we
were becalmed in, at the point of the Bay fouth of Tor
town, but the wind frefthening about eight o’clock, we ftood
through the channels of the firft four thoals, and then be-
tween a {maller ong, We made the mouth of a fmall Bay,
formed by Cape Mahomet, and a low fandy point to the eaft-
ward of it. Our veflel feemed to be a capital one for fail-
ing, and I did every thing in my power to keep our Rais in
good humour.,

AsovuT half a mile from the fandy point, we ftruck upon

a coral bank, which, though it was not of any great con-
fitence or folidity, did not fail to make our maft nod. As
I was looking out forward when the veflel touched, and
the Rais by me, I cried out in Arabic, “ Get out of the way
you dog!” the Rais, thinking my difcourfe dire¢ted to him,
deemed very much furprifed, and afked, “ what I meant ?”
¢ “Why
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“ Why did you not tell me, faid I, when I'hired you, that all!
the rocks in the fea would get out of the way of your veif-
fel? This ill-mannered fellow here did not tnow bis duty ;.
he was fleeping I fuppofe, and has given us a hearty jolt,
and I was abufing him for it, till you fhould chaftife him.
fome other way.” He fhook his head, and faid, “ Well!
you do not believe, but God knows the truth; well now.
where is the rock? Why he is' gone.” However, very pru-
dently, he anchored foon afterwards, though we had recei-

ved no damage.

AT night, by an obfervation of two ftars irr the meridian, .
I concluded the latitude of Cape Mahomet to be 27° 54/, N.
It muft be underftood of the mountain,or high land, which
forms the Cape, not thie low point. TFhe ridge of rocks
that run aleng behind Tor, bound that low fandy country,
called the Defert of Sin; to the eaftward, and end in this
Cape, which is the high land obferved’ at fea; but the
lower part; or fouthermoft extreme of the Cape, runs a-
bout three leagues off from the high land, and is o low,
that it cannot be feen from deck. above three leagues. It
was called, by the ancients;, Pharan Promontorium ; not be-
caufe there wasa light-houfe * uponthe end of it, (though-
this may have perhaps been the cafe, and a very neceflaryand.
proper f{ituation it is) but from the Egyptian and Arabic word |
Farek 1, which fignifies to divid¢,as being the point, or high;
land that divides the Gulf of Suez from the Elanitic Gulf.
. FwenT-

® Anciendy called Pharos. :
+The Koran is, therefore, called E/ Farkan, or the Divider, or Diftinguither between true
faith and herefy, ¢ s
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T went athore here to gather thells, and fhot a fmall ani-
mal among the rocks, called Daman Ifracl, or Ifracl’s Lamb;
I do not know why, for it has no refemblance to the fheep
kind. I take it to be the faphan of the Hebrew Scripture,
which we tranflate by thc coney. I have given a drawing,
and defcription of it, in its proper place*. I fhot, likewife,
feveral dozens of gooto, the leaft beautiful of the kind I had
feen, being very fidall,and coloured like the backwof a part-
ridge, butvery indifferent food.

Tue 12th, we failed from Cape Mahomet, juft as the fun
appeared. We paﬁfcd the ifland of Tyrone, in the mouth of
the Elanitic Gulf, divides it near equally into two ;
or, rather the no fide is marroweft. The direftion
of the Gulf is early north and fouth. 1 judge it to be
about fix lea, e:s over. Many of the Cairo fhips are lpft
in miftaking the entry of the Elanitic for that of the Heroo-
politic Gulf, or Gulf of Suez ; for, from the ifland of Tyrone,
which is not above two leagues from the Main, there runs
a ftring of iflands, which feem to make a femicircular bar
acrofs the entry from the point, where a fhip, going with
a fouth wind, would take its departure; and this range of
iflands ends in a fhoal with funken rocks, which reaches
near five leagues from the Main. It is‘probable, that, upon
thefe iflands, the fleet of Rehoboam perifhed, when failing
for the expedition of Ophir .

bk r
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* See the article Afhkoko in the Appendix. + 2 Chron. chap. xx. ver. 3yth,
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I Take Tyrone to be the ifland of Safpirene of Ptolemy,
though this geographer has erred a little, both in its latis
tude and longitude. g

We paflfed the fecond of thefe iflands, called Senaffery
about three leagues to the northward, fleering with a
frefh gale at fouth-eaft, upon a triangular ifland that has
three pointed eminences upon its fouth-fide. We pafled
another fmall ifland which has no name, about the fame
diftance as the former; and ranged along three black rocks,
the fouth-weft of the ifland, called Sufange e/ Babar, or the Sea-
Spunge. Asour veflel made fome water, and the wind had been

very ftrong all the afternoon, the Rais ted to bring up
to the leeward of this ifland, or beyrs, and a cape of
land called Ras Selab; but, not bein to find foundings
here, he fet fail again, doubled the point, and came to an-
chor under the fouth cape of a fine bay, which is a ftation
of the Emir Hadje, called Kalaat e/ Moilabythe Caftle; or Sta-

tion of Water.

Wz had failed this.day about twenty-one Ieagues ; and,
as we had very fair and fine weather, and were under no
1ort of concernswhatever, I could not neglect attending to
the difpofition of thefe iflands, in a very fplendid map late-
ly publifhed. They are carried too far into the Gulf.

Tur 13th, the Rais having, in the night, remedied what
was faulty in his veflel, fet fail about feven o’clock in' the
morning. We pafled a conical hill on the land, called
Abou Jubbé, where is the fepulchre of a faint of that name.
The mountains here are at a confiderable diftance ; and no-
thing can be more defolate and bare than the coaft. In

the
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the afternoon, we came to an anchor at a place called Rel-
la Clarega, after having paffed an ifland called Jibbel Nu-
man, about a league from the thore. By the fide of this
thoal we caught a quantity of good fith, and a great num-
ber alfo very beautiful, and perfectly unknown, but which,
when roafted, thrank away to nothing except fkin, and
when boiled, diffolved into a kind of blueith glue.

On the 14th, the wind was variable till near ten o’clock,
after which it became a little fair. At rwelve it was as fa-
vourable as we could wifh ; it blew however but faintly.
We pafled firft by one ifland furrounded by breakers, and
then by three morefand anchored clofe to the fhore, at a
place called Jibbel Shekh, or the Mountain of the Saint.
Here Tvefolved to take a walk on thore to firetch my limbs,
and fee if 1 could procure any game, to afford-us fome va-
riety of food. I had my gun loaded with ball, when a vaft
flock of gooto got up before me, not five hundred yards
from the thore. As they lighted very near me, I lay down
among the bent grafs, to draw the charge, and load with
fmall thotw While I was doing this, I faw two antelopes,
which, by their manner of walking and feeding, did not
feem to be frightened. 1 returned my balls into the gun,
-and refolved to be clofe among the bent, till they thould

appear before me.,

I HAD been qmetfot fome minutes, when I heard behind
me fomething like a perfon breathing, on which I turned
about, and,got without great {urprife, and fome little fear,
faw a man, ftanding juft over me. T.ftarted up, while the
man, who had a little ftick only in his hand, ran two or
'three fteps backwards, and then ftood. He was almoft per-

b Hha fectly
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fetly naked: he had half a yard of coarfe rag only wrapt
round his middle, and a crooked knife ftuck in it, I afked
him who he was? He faid he was an Arab belonging to
Shekh Abd el Macaber. 1 then defired to know where his
mafter was? He replied, he was at the hill a little above,
with camels that were going to-Yambo. He then, in his.
turn, aflked who I'was? I told him I was an Abyflinian {lave
of the Sherriffe of Mecca,was going to Cairo by fea, but wifh-
ed much to fpeak to his matfter, if he would go and bring
him. The favage wentaway with great willingnefs, and
he no fooner difappeared, than I fet out as quickly as pofli-
ble to the boat, and we got her hauled out beyond the
fhoals, where we pafled the night. We {aw afterwards dif-
tin¢tly about fifty men, and three or four camels ; the men
made feveral figns to us, but we were perfectly content with
the diftance that was between us, and fought no more to
kill antelopes in the neighbourhood of Sidi Abd el Maca~
ber. )]

I wourp not have it imagined, that my cafe was abfe~
lutely defperate, even if I had been known"as a Chriftian, and
fallen into the hands of thefe Arabs, of Arabia Deferta, or
Arabia Petrea, fuppofed to’be the moft barbarous people in
the world, as indeed they probably are. Hofpitality, and
attention to one’s word, feem in thefe countries to be in pro-
portion to the degree in which the people are favage. A very
ealy method is known, and folowed with conftant fuccefs,
by all the Chriftians trading to the Red Sea from Suez to
Jidda, to fave themfelves if thrown on the cogft of Arabia.
Any man of confideration from any tribe among the Arabs,
comes to Cairo, gives his name and defignation to the Chrif-
tian failor, and reccives a very fmall prefent, which is re-

peated
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peated annually if he performs fo often the voyage. And
for this the Arab promifes the Chriftian his protection,
thould he ever be fo unfortunate as to be fhipwrecked on
their coaft.

Tur Turks are very bad feamen, and lofe many fhips,
the greateft part of the crew are therefore Chriftians; when
a veflel ftrikes, or is athore, the Turks are all maflacred if
they cannotmmake their way good by force ; but the Chrif-
tians prefent themfelves to the Arab, erying Fiarduc, which
means, ‘ we are under immeédiate protection.’ If they are afk-
ed, who is their Gaffeer, or Arab, with whom they are in
friendthip? They anfwer, Mahomet Abdelcader is our Gaf-
feer, or any other. If he is not there, you are told he is
abfent fo many days journey off, or any diftance. This ac-
quaintance or neighbour, then helps you, to fave what you
have from the wreck, and one of tliem with his lance
draws a circle, large enough to hold you and yours. He
then fticks his lance in the fand, bids you abide within that
circle, and goes and brings your Gaffeer, with what camels
you want, and this Gaffeer is obliged, by rules known only
to themfelves, to carry you for nothing, or very little, where-

“ever you go, and to furnifh you with provifions all the way.
Mithin that circle you are as fafe on the defert coaft of Ara-
bia, as in a citadel ; there is no example or exception to the
contrary that has ever yet been known. There are many
Arabs, who, from fituation, near dangerous thoals or places,
where fhips often perith (as between Ras Mahemet and Ras
Selah, * Dar el Hamra, and fome others) have perhaps fifty

or

* Sce the Map.
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or a hundred Chriftians, who have been fo proteted: §o
that when this Arab marries a daughter, he gives perha ps
his revenue from four or five protected Chriftians, as part
of his daughter’s portion. I had, at that very time, a Gaf-
feer, called Ibn Talil, an Arab of Harb tribe, and I fhould
have been detained perhaps three days till he came from
near Medina, and carried me (had I'been fthipwrecked) to
Yambo, where I was going.

On the 15th we came to an anchor at El Har*, where
we faw high, craggy, and broken mountains, called the
Mountains of Ruddua. Thefe abound with {prings of wa-
ter; all fort of Arabian and African fruits grow here in per-
fection, and every kind of wvegetable that they will take
the pains to cultivate. It is the paradife of the people of
Yambo ; thofe of any fubftance have country houfes there ;
but, flrange to tell, they ftay there but for a fhort time, and
prefer the bare, dry, and burning fands about Yambo, to one
of the fineft climates, and moft verdant pleafant countries,
that exifts in the world. The people of the place have told
me, that water freezes there in winter, and that there are
{fome of the inhabitants who have red hair, and blue eyes, -
a thing {carcely ever feen but i the coldeft mountains in
the Eaft. ‘ "

Tue 16th, about ten o'clock, we pafled a mofque, or
Shekh’s tomb on the main land, on our left hand, called
Kubbet Yambo, and before eleven we anchored in the mouth

of

* Ll Ir lgoifics extreme heats
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of the port in deep water. Yambo, corruptly called Imbo,
is an ancient city,now dwindled to a paultryvillage. Ptolemy
calls it lambia Vicus, or the village Yambia; a proof it was
of no great importance in his time. But after the conqueft
of Egypt under Sultan Selim, it became a valuable ftation,
for {fupplying their conquefts in Arabia, with warlike ftores,
from Suez, and for the importation of wheat from Egypt to
their garrifons, and the holy places of Mecca and Medina.
On this account, a large caftle was built there by Sinan Ba-
fha ; for the ancient Yambo of Ptolemy is not that which is
called {o at this day. It is fix miles farther fouth; and is
called Yambo el Nachel, or, Yambo among the palm-trees,’
a great quantity of ground being there covered with this
fort of plantation.

Yamso, in the language of the country, fignifies 2 foun-
tain or fpring, a very copious one of excellent water being
found there among the date trees, and it is one of the fta-
tions of the Emir Hadje in. going to, and coming from Mec-
ca. The advantageof the port, however, which the other
has not, and. the protection of the caftle, have carried tra-
ding veflels to the modern Yambo, where there is no water,
but what is brought from pools dug on purpofe to receive
the rain when it falls.

‘ Taere are two hundred janiffaries in the caftle, the def-
cendents of thofe brought thither by Sinan Bafha; who
have fucceeded their fathers, in the way I have obferved they
did at Syené, and, indeed, in all the conquefls in Arabia,
and Egypt. Theinhabitants of Yambo are defervedly reck-

Lk oned
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oned * the moft barbarous of any upon the Red Sea, and
the janiflaries keep pace with them,in every kind of malice
and violence. We did not go afthore all that day, becaufe
we had heard a number of thots, and had received intelli-
gence from fhore, that the janiflaries and town’s people,
for a week, had been fighting together; I was very unwil-
ling to interfere, withing that they might have all leifure
to extirpate one another, if poflible ; and my Rais feemed
moft heartily to join me in my withes.

In the evening, the captain of the port came on board,
and brought two janiffaries with him, whom, with fome dif-
ficulty, I fuffered to enter the veflel. Their firft demand
was gun-powder, which I pofitively refufed. I then afked
them how many were killed in the eighit days they had
been engaged ? They anfwered, with fome indifference, not
many, about a hundred every day, or a few lefs or more,
chiefly Arabs. We heard afterwards,’ when we came on
thore, one only had been wounded, and that a foldier, by a
fall from his horfe. They infifted upon bringing the vef-
{el into the port ; but I told them, on the contrary, that ha-
ving no bufinefs at Yambo, and being by no means under
the guns of their caftle, I was at liberty to put to fea with-
out coming afhore at all ; therefore, if they did not leave us,
as the wind was favourable, I would fail, and, by force, carry
them to Jidda. The janiffaries began to talk, as their cuftom is,
in a very bluftering and warlike tone; but I, who knew my
intereft at Jidda, and the force in my own hand; that my

veflel

* Vide Irvine’s lettersy
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veflel was afloat, and could be under weigh in an inftant,
never was lefs difpofed to be bullied, than at that moment.
They atked me a thoufand queftions, whether I was a Ma-
maluke, whether I was a Turk, or whether I was an Arab,
and ‘why I did not give them {pirits and tobacco? To all
which I anfwered, only, that they thould know to-morrow
who I was ; then I'ordered the Emir Bahar, the captain of
the port, to carry them athore at his peril, or I would take
theirarms from them, and confine them on board all night.

Tue Rais gave the captain of the port a private hint, to
take care what they did, for they might lofe their lives
and that private caution, underftood in a different way per-
haps than was meant, had effe¢t upon the foldiers, to make
them withdraw immediately. When they went away, I
begged the Emir Bahar to make my compliments to his
mafters, Haffan and Huflein, Agas, to know what time 1
thould wait upon them to-morrow; and defired him, in
the mean time, to keep his {oldiers afhore, as I was not dif~
pofed to be troubled with their infolence.

Soon after they went, we heard a great firing, and faw
lights all over the: town j and the Rais propofed to me to
flip immediately, and fet fail, from which meafure I was not
at all averfe. But, as he faid, we had a better anchoring
place under the mofque of the Shekh, and, befides, that
there we would be in a place of fafety, by reafon of the ho-
linefs of the faint; and that at our own ‘choice might even
put to fea in a moment, or fltay till to-morrow, as we were
in no fort of doubt of being able to repel, force by force, if
attacked, we got under weigh for a few hundred yards,

Veor, L Ii and
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and dropt our anchor under the fthrine of one of the grear-
eft faints in the world.

At night the firing had abated, the lights diminifhed, .
and the captain of the port again came on board. He was
{urprifed at mifling us at our former anchoring place, and
ftill more+{o, when, on our hearing the noife of his oars, we
hailed, and forbade him to advance any nearer, till he
thould tell us how many he had on board, or whether he
had foldiers or not, otherwife we fhould fire upon them: to
this he anfwered, that there were only himfelf, his boy, and
three officers, fervants to the Aga. I replied, that three
firangers were too many at that time of the night, but,
fince they were come from the Aga, they might advance.

Avrr our people were fitting togetherarmed on the fore-
part of the veflel; I foon divined they intended us no
harm, for they gave us the falute Salam Alicum! before they
were within ten yards of us. 1 anfwered with grear com-
~ placency ; we handed them on board, and fet them down
upon deck. The three officers were genteel young men,
of a fickly appearance, drefled in the fathion of the count-
vy, in long burnoofes loofely hanging' about them, ftrip-
ed with red and white ; they wore a turban of red, green,
and white, with: ten thoufand taffels and fringes hang-
~ ing down to the {fmall of their backs. They had in their
hand, each,a fhort javelin, the thaft not above four feet and
a half long, with an iron head about nine inches, and two
or three iron hooks below the fhaft, which was bound
round with brafs-wire, in feveral Places, and fhod with iron
at the farther end,

' . RHEY:
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Tury afked me where I came from ? I {aid, from Conftan-
tinople, laft from Cairo; but begged they would put no
more queftions to me, as I was not at liberty to an{wer them.
They faid they had orders from their mafters to bid me wel-
come, if I was the perfon that had been recommended to
them by the Sherriffe, and was Ali Bey’s phyfician at Cairo.
I faid, if Metical Aga had advifed them of that, then I was
the man. They replied he had, and were come to bid me
welcome, and attend me on fhore to their mafters, when-
ever I pleafed. I begged them to carry my humble refpecis
to their mafters ; and told them, though I did not doubt of
their prote¢tion in any fhape, yet I could not think it confifl-
ent with ordinary prudence, to rifk myfelf at ten o’'clock ar
night,in a town fo full of diforder as Yamboappeared to have
been for fome time, and where fo little regard was paid to
difcipline or command, as to fight with one another. They
faid that was true, and I might do as I pleafed ; but the firing
that I had heard did not proceed from fighting, but from
their rejoicing upon making peace.

In fhort, we found, that, upon fome difcuffion, the gar-
rifon and townfmen had been fighting for feveral days, in
which diforders the greateft part of the ammunition in the
town had been ‘expended, but it had fince been agreed on
by the old men of both parties, that no.body had been to
blame on'either fide, but the whole wrong was the work of”
a Camel, . A camel, therefore, was feized, and brought with-
out the town, and there a number on both fides having met,
they upbraided the camel/ with every thing that had been
either faid or done. The camel had killed men, b¢ had
threatened to fet the town on fire ; the came/ had threatened

to burp the' Aga’s houfe, and the caftle; e had curfed the
1lia Grand
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Grand Signior, and the Sherriffe of Mecca, the fovercigns
of the two parties ; and, the only thing the poor animal
was interefted in, 4¢ had threatened:to defiroy the wheat
that was going to Mecca. After having {pentgreat part of
the afternoon in upbraiding the camel, whofe meafure of in-
iquity, it feems, was near:full, each-man thruft him through
with a lance, devoting himy Diisimanibus ¥ Diris, by a kind of
prayer, and with a.thoufand curfes upon his head.. After
which, every man retired, fully fatisfied as to the wrongs.
he hadreceived from the camel.

Tuk reader will eafily obferve in this, {ome traces of the
*azazel, or {cape-goat of the Jews, which was turned out
into the wildernefs, loaded with the fins of the people..

NexT morning 1 went to the palace, as we call it, in which
were {ome very handfome apartments. There was :a guard
of janiffaries at the door, who, being warriors, lately come
from the bloody battle with the camel, did not fail to thew
marks of infolence, which they wifhed to be miftaken for-
courage.

Tue two Agas were fitting on a high-bench upon Perfian |
carpets; and about forty well-dreffedand well-looking men;
(many of them old)Aitting on  carpets upon- the floor, ina
femi-circle round them. They behaved with great polites
nefs and attention, and afked no queftions but general ones;
as, How the fea agreed with me? If there was plenty at Cairo?

' - ull

* Levit. chap. xvi, ves, 5, *
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till I was going away, when the youngefl of the Agas in-
quired, with 3 feeming degree of diflidence, Whether Ma-
homet Bey Abou Dahab, was ready to march? As I knew
well what this queftion meant, I anfwered, I know not if
he is ready, he has made great preparations.. The other Aga
faid, I hope you will be a meflenger of peace? I anfwered,
I intreat you to afk me no queftions; [ hope, by the grace of
God, all will go well. Every perfon prefent applauded the
fpeech ; agreed to refpect my fecret, as they {fuppofed I had
one, and they all were inclined to believe, that . was a man
i the confidence of Ali Bey, and that his hoftile defigns
againft Mecca were laid afide: this was juft what I withed
them to fuppofe; for it fecured me againtt ill-ufage all the
time I chofe to ftay there ; and of this I'had a proof in the
inftant, for a very good houfe was provided for me by the
Aga, and-a man of his fent to fhew me to it..

I wonpereD the Rais had not come home with me; wha,
in about half an hour after I had got into my houfe, came
and told me, that, when the captain of the boat camc on
board the firft time with the twofoldiers, hehad puta note,
which they call #fk¢ra, into his hand, prefling himx into the
Sherriffe’s fervice, to carry wheat to Jidda, and, with the
wheat, a number of poor pilgrims that.-were going to Mecca
at the Sherriffe’s expence. Finding us, however, out of the
harbour, and, {fufpecting from our manners and carriage
towards the janiffaries, that we were people who knew what
we had.to truft.to, he had taken the two foldiers a-thore
with him, who were by no means fond of their reception,
or inclined to ftay in fuch company ; and, indeed, our drefics
and appearances in the boat were fully as likely to make
ftrangers believe we fhould rob them; as theirs were to im--

2. prefs:



~ .
\
.

/

254 TRAVELS TO DISCOVER

prefs us with an apprehenfion that they would rob us. The
Rais faid alfo, that, after my audienge, the Aga had called
upon him, and taken away the #/fkera, telling him he was
free, and to obey nobody but me; and fent me one of his
fervants to fit at the door, with orders to admit nobody but
whom 1 pleafed, and that I might not be troubled with the

people of Yambo.

Hituerto all was well; but it had been with me an ob-
{ervation, which had conftantly held good, that too profper-
ous beginnings in thefe countries always ended in ill at the
laft. I was thercfore refolved to ufe my profperity with
great temperance and caution, make myfelf as ftrong, and
ufe my ftrength as little, as it was poflible for me to do.

Tuere was a man of confiderable weight in Aleppo,
named *Sidi Ali Taraboloufli, who was a great friend of Dr
Ruffel, our phyfician, through whom I became acquainted
with him. He was an intimate friend and acquaintance of
the cadi of Medina, and had given me a letter to him,
recommending me, in a very particular manner, to his pro-
tection and fervices. I inquired about this perfon, and was
told he was in town, directing the diftribution of the corn
o be fent to his capital. Upon my inquiry, the news were
carried to him as foon almoft as his name was uttered; on
which, being defirous of knowing what fort of man I was,
about eight o’'clock in the evening he fent me a meflage,
and, immediately after, I received a vifit from him,

1 was

* Native of Tripoli ; it is Turkifh, .
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1 was putting my telefcopes and time-keeper in order,
and had forbid admittance to any one ; but this was {o holy
and fo dignified a perfon, that all doors were open to him.
He obferved me working about the great telefcope and
quadrant in my thirt, for it was hot beyond conception upon
the fmalleft exertion. Without making any apology for the
intrufion at all, he broke out into exclamation, how lucky
he was ! and, without regarding me, he went from telefcope
to clock, from clock to quadrant, and from that ro the ther-
mometer, crying, 4b tibe, ab tibe ! This is fine, this is fine!
He fcarcely looked upon me, or feemed to think I was worth
his attention, but touched every thing fo carefully, and
handled fo properly the brafs cover of the alidade, which
inclofed the horfe-hair with the plummet, that he feemed
to be a man more than ordinarily verfed in the ufe of aftro-
nomical inftruments.. In fhort, not to repeat ufelefs matter
to the reader, I found he had ftudied at Conftantinople, un-
derftood the principles of geometry very tolerably, was ma- -
fler of Euclid 6 far as it regarded plain trigonometry ; the-
demonftrations of which he rattled off fo rapidly, that it
was impoflible to follow, or to underftand him. He knew
nothing of {pherics, and all his aftronomy refolved itfelf at
Iaft into maxims of judicial aftrology, firft and fecond houfes .
of the planets and afcendancies, very much in the ftyle of
common almanacks..

He defired’ that my - door might be open te him at all
times, efpecially when I made obfervations; he alfo knew
perfectly the divifion of our clocks, and begged he -might
count time for me. All:this was-eafily granted, and I had
from him; what was moft ufeful; a hiftory of the fituation

aﬂ’thc:‘ggvernment, of the place, by which I learned,
3; that



Shemﬂ‘e of Mecca ; that it was im

"moft intimate with them, to tell % 3 h -of the two was
moft bafe or profligate; that they Would have robbed us
all of the laft farthing, if they had not been reftrained by
fear; and that there was a foreigner,ora frank, very lately.
going to India, who had difappeared, but, as he believed,had’

been privately put to death in prifon, for he had never«

after been heard of. : :

TroveH I cannot f{ay I relithed this account, yet I put on
the very beft face poflible, “ Here, in a garrifon town, faid
I, with very worthlefs foldiers, they might do what they
pleafed with fix or feven firangers, but I do not fear them ;
, 1 now tell them, and the people of Yambo, all and each of
them, they had better be in their bed fick of the plague, than
touch a hair of my dog, if I had one.” “ And fo, fays he
they know, therefore reft and rejoice, and flay as long with
us as you can.” “ As fhort time as poflible; faid 1, Sidi Ma-
homet ; although 1 do not fear wicked people, I don't love
them fo much as to flay long with them".” ,

He then afked me a favour, that I wzould ailow my Rau
to carry a quantity of wheart for hﬂﬁ‘t@}lﬂd& s which T wil-
lingly permitied, upon condition, that he would order but
one man to go along with it ; on which he declared folemn.
ly, that none but one thould go, and that I mxght.«w ‘
him cven into the /e, if he behaved improperly. - How-
every afterwards he fent three ;3 and one who deferved of-
ten to be #hrown into the fia, as he had permitted. /* Now
friend, faid 1, I have done every thing that you have defi-
red, though favours fhould have ‘begun with you upon

your
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your own principle, asI am the ftranger. Now, what I have
to afk you is this;—Do you know the Shekh of Beder Hu-
nein? Know him! fays he, I am married to his fifter, a
daughter of Harb ; he is of the tribe of Harb.” “ Harb be
it then (faid I) your trouble will be the lefs; then you are to
fend a camel to your brother-in-law, who will procure me
the largeft, and moft perfect plant poflible of the Balfam of
Mecca. He is not to break the ftem, nor even the branches,
but to pack it entire, with fruit and flower, if poflible, and
wrap it in a mat.” He looked cunning, thrugged up his

fhoulders, drew up his mouth, and putting his finger tc his

nofe, faid, “ Enough, I know all about this, you fhall find

what fort of aman I am, I am no fool, as you fhall fee.”

I receiveD this the third day at dinner, but the flower
(if there had been any) was rubbed off. The fruit was in
feveral ftages, and in great perfeftion. The drawing, and
defcription from this *plant, will, T hope, for ever obviate
all difficulty about its hiftory. He fent me, likewife, a quart
bottle of the pure balfam, as it had flowed that year from
- the tree, with which I have verified what the old botaniits in
their writings have faid of it, in its feveral ftages. He told
me alfo the circumftances I have related in my defcription of
the balfam, as to the gathering and preparing of the feveral
kinds of it, and a curious anecdote as to its origin. He faid
the plant was no part of the creation of God in the fix days,
but that, in the laft of three very bloody battles, which Ma-
homet fought with the noble Arabs of Harb, and his kini-

‘Vor. L. Kk men

' *See the article Baleflan in the Appendix.
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men the Beni Koreifh, then Pagans at Beder Hunein, that
Mahomet prayed to God, and a grove of balfam-trees grew
up from the blood of the flain upon the field of battle; and,
that with the balfam that flowed from them he touched
the wounds even of thofe that were dead, and all thofe pre-
deftined to be good Muffulmen afterwards, immediately came
to life. “I hope, faid I, friend, that the other things you
told me of it, are fully as true as this, for they will other-
wife Jaugh at me in England.” “No, no, fays he, not half
fo true, nor a quarter fo true, there is nothing in the world
{o certain as this.” But his looks, and his laughing very
heartily, fhewed me plainly he knew berter, as indeed moft

of them do.

In the evening, before we departed, about nine o’clock,
I had an unexpected vifit from the youngeft of the two
Agas; who, after many pretended complaints of ficknefs,
and injunctions of fecrecy, at laft modeflly requefted me to
give him fome flow poifon, that might kill bis brether, without
fufpicion, and after fome time fthould elapfe. I told him,
fuch propofals were not to be made to a man like me ; that
all the gold, and all the filver in the world, would not en-
gage me to poifon the pooreft vagrant in the ftreet, fuppo-
{ing it never was to be {fufpected, or known but to my own
heart. All he faid, was, “ Then your manners are not the
_ﬁlme as ours.”-—I anfwered, dryly, “ Mine, I thank God, are

not,” and fo we parted.

Yameo, or at leaft the prefent town of that name, I found,
" by many obfervations of the fun and ftars, to be in latitude
24° 3" 35" north, and in long. 38° 16" 30” eaft from the meri-
dian of Greenwich.,  The barometer, at its high¢ft, on the 23d

i of
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of April, was 27° 8, and, the loweft on the 27th, was 26° 11"
The thermometer, on the 24th of April, at two o'clock in
the afternoon, ftood at g1°,'and the loweft was 66° in the
morning of the 26th of fame month. Yambo is reputed
very unwholefome, but there were no epidemical difeafes
when I was there.

Tue many delays of loading the wheat, the defire of
doubling the quantity I had permitted, in which both the Rais
and my friend the cadi confpired for their mutual intereft,
detained me at Yambo all the 27th of April, very much a-
gainft my inclination. For I was ndt a little uneafy at
thinking among what banditti I lived, whofe daily with was
to rob and murder me, from which they were reftrained
by fear only ; and this, a fit of drunkennefs, or a piece of
bad news, fuch as a report of Ali Bey’s death, might remove
in a moment. Indeed we were allowed to want nothing.
A theep, fome bad beer, and fome very good wheat-bread,
were delivered to us every day from the Aga, which, with
dates and honey, and a variety of prefents from thofe that
I attended as a phyfician, made us pafs our time comfort-
ably enough; we went frequently in the boats to fith at
fea, and, as I had brought with me three fizgigs of differ-
ent fizes, with the proper lines, I feldom returned without
killing four or five dolphins. - The fport with the line was
likewife excellent. : We caught :a number of beautiful fith
from the very houfe where we lodged, and fome few good
ones. We had vinegar in plenty at Yambo; onions, and
feveral other greens, from Raddua ; and, being all cooks, we
lived well.. ...

. P Kk 2 Oxn
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Ox the 28th of April, in the morning, I failed with acars
go of wheat that did not belong to me, and three paflengers,,
inftead of one, for whom only I had undertaken. The wind
was fair, and I faw one advantage of allowing the Rais to
load, was, that he was determined to carry fail to make a-
mends for the delay. There was a tumbling, difagreeable
fwell, and the wind feemed dying away. One of our paf-
fengers was very fick. At his requeft, we anchored at
Djar, a round fmall port, whofe entrance is at the north-eaft.
It is about three fathoms deep throughout, unlefs juft upon
the fouth fide, and perfectly theltered from every wind. We
faw here, for the firft time, feveral plants of rack tree, grow-
ing confiderably within the fea-mark, in fome places with
two feet of water upon the trunk. I found the latitude of
Djar to be 23° 36’ ¢” north. The mountains of Beder Hu-
nein were S. 8. W. of us.

Tuk 29th, at five o’clock in the morning, we failed from:
Djar. At eight, we pafled a fmall cape called * Ras el Him-
ma ; and the wind turning ftill more frefh, we paffed a kind
of harbour called Maibeed, where there is an anchoring
place named El Horma. The fun was in the meridian when
we pafled this ; and I found, by obfervation, E1 Horma was
in lat. 23° o' 30" north. At ten we paffed a mountain on
land called Soub; at two, the fmall port of Muftura, under
a mountain whofe name is Hajoub ; at half paft four we
came to an anchor at a place called Harar. The wind had
been contrary all the night, being fouth-caft, and rather

freth ;

* Cape Fever.. :
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frefh; we thought, too, we perceived a current fetting ftrong-
ly to the weftward.

Ox the joth ‘we failed at eight in the morning, but the
wind was unfavourable, and we made little way. We were
furrounded with a great many fharks, fome of which feem-
ed to be large. Though I had no line but upon the fmall
fizgigs for dolphins, I could not refrain from attempting
one of the largeft, for they were {o bold, that fome of them,
we thought, intended to leap on board. I ftruck one of the
moft forward of them, juft at the joining of the neck ; but
as we were not practifed enough in laying our line, {o as to
run out without hitching, he leaped above two feet out of
the water, then plunged down with prodigious violence,
and our line taking hold of fomething ftanding in the way,
the cord fnapped afunder, and away went the fthark. All
the others difappeared in an inftant ; but the Rais faid, as
foon as they fmelled the blood, they would not leave the
wounded one, till they had torn him to picces. I was truly
forry for the lofs of my tackle, as the two others were real-
ly liker harpoons, and not {fo mianageable. But the Rais,
whom I had ftudied to keep in very good humour, and had
befriended in every thing, was an old harpooner in the
Indian Ocean, and he pulled out from his hold a compleat
apparatus. He not only had a fmall harpoon like my firft,
‘but better conftruéted. He had, likewife, feveral hooks
with long chains and lines, and a wheel with a long hair
line to it, like a {mall windlafs, to which he equally fixed
the line of the harpoon, and thofe of the hooks. This was
a compliment he faw I took very kindly, and did not
doubt it would be rewarded in the proper time.

THE
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Tuae wind frefhening and turning fairer, at noon we
brought to, within fight of Rabac, and at one o'clock an-
chored there. Rabac is a {mall port in lat. 22° 35’ 30” north.
The entry is E. N. E. and is about a quarter of a mile broad.
The port extends itfelf to the eaft, and is about two miles
long. The mountains are about three leagues to the north,
and the town of Rabac about four miles north by eaft from
the entrance to the harbour. We remained all day, the firft
of May, in the port, making a drawing of the harbour. The
night of ouranchoring there, the Emir Hadje of the pilgrims
from Mecca encamped about three miles off. We heard
his evening gun, '

Tue paflengers that had been fick, now infifted upon go-
ing to fee the Hadje ; but as I knew the confequence would
be, that a number of fanatic wild people would be down
upon us, I told him plainly, if he went from the boat, he
thould not again be received ; and that we would haul out
of the port, and anchor in the offing; this kept him with
us. But all next day he was in very bad humour, repeat-
ing frequently, to himfelf, that he deferved all this for em-
barking with infidels,

Tur pcople came down .to us from Rabac with water
mclons, and fkins full of water. All fhips may be fup-

plied here plentifully from wells near the town ; the wa-

ter i1s not bad.

Tur country is level, and feemingly uncultivated, but

has not fo defert a look as about Yambo. 1 thould fufpect

by its appcarance, and the frefthnefs of its water, that it
rained

1
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rained at times in the mountains here, for we were now
confiderably within the tropic, which pafles very near Ras
el Himma, whereas Rabac is half a degree to the {Luth-
ward.

On the 2d, at five o’clock in the morning, we failed from
Rabac, with a very little wind, fcarcely making two knots
an hour. :

At half paft nine, Deneb bore caft and by fouth from us.
This place is known by a few palm-trees. The port is
" {mall, and very indifferent, at leaft for fix months of the
year, becaufe it lies open to the fouth, and there is a pro-
digious fwell here.

AT one o'clock we paffed an ifland called Hammel, a-
bout a mile off ; at the fame time, another ifland, E1 Me-
mifk, bore eaft of us, about three miles, where there is good
anchorage.

At three and three quarters, we pafled an ifland called
Gawad, a mile and a quarter fouth-eaft of us. The main
bore likewife fouth-eaft, diftant fomething more than a
league. We here changed our courfe from fouth to W, 5. W.
and at four o'clock came to an anchor at the {mall ifland of
Lajack.

Tue 3d, we failed at half paft four in the morning, our
courfe W. S. W. but it fell calm ; after having made about a
league, we found ourfelves off Ras Hateba, or the Woody
Cape, which bore due ecaft of us. After doubling the cape,

‘ . 4 < the
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the wind frefhening, at four o'clock in the afternoon we
anchored in the port of Jidda, clofe upon the key, where
the officers of the cuftom-houfe immediately took pofleflion
of our baggage.

"M

CHAP.
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‘CHAP. XL

Occurrences at fidda—Vifit of the Vigir—Alarm of the Fattory=-~Credt
Civility of the Englifb trading from India—Polygamy—Opinion o
Dr Arbuthnot ill-founded——Contrary to Regfon and Experience——
Leave Yidda.

HE port of Jidda is a very extenfive one, confifting of
numberlefs thoals, fmall iflands, and {funken rocks,
with channels, however, between them, and deep water.
You are very fafe in Jidda harbour, whatever wind blows,
as there are numberlefs thoals which prevent the water
from ever being put into any general motion; and you may
moor head and ftern, with twenty anchors out if you pleafe.
But the danger of being loft, I conceive, lies in the going in
and coming out of the harbour. Indeed the obfervation
verified, the more dangerous the port, the abler the pi-
‘and no accidents ever happen.

Tuzre is a draught of the harbour of Jidda handed about
among the Englifh for many years, very inaccurately, and
very ill laid down, from what authority 1 know not, often
<condemned, but never corrected ; as alfo a pretended chart
of the upper part of the Gulf, from Jidda to Mocha, full of
{foundings. As I was fome months at jidda, kindly enter-

[ Vo k S tained,
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tained, and had abundance of time, Captain Thornhill, and
fome other of the gentlemen trading thither, withed me
to make a {urvey of the harbour, and promifed me the
afliftance of their officers, boats, and crews. T very wil-
lingly undertook it to oblige them. Finding afterwards,

however, that one of their number, Captain Newland, had.

undertaken it, and that he would be hurt by my interfering,
as he was in fome manner advanced in the work, I gave
up all further thoughts of the plan. He was a man of real
mgenuity and capacity, as well as very humane, well beha-
haved, and one to whom I had been indebted for every fort
of attention.

Gop forgive thofe who have taken upon them, very
Iately, to ingraft a number of new foundings upon thart
miferable bundle‘of errors, that Chart of the upper part
of the Gulf from Jidda to Mocha, which has been tofled
about the Red Sea thefe twenty years and upwards. . One
of thefe, fince my return to Furope, has been fent to
me new drefled like a bride, with allits original and mor-
tal fins upon its head.. 1 would beg leave to be under-
ftood, that there i is not in the world a man more averfe than
I am to give offence even to a child. It is not in the fpiric
of criticifm I' fpeak this. In any other cafe, I would g
have made any obfervations at all. But, where the
and properties of {fo many are at ftake yearly, it is a fpecies
of treafon to conceal one’s fentiments, if the publithing of
them can any way contribute to fafety, whatcver oﬂ'ence it
may give to unreafonable individualss:

Or all the veflels in Jidda, two only had their log lines.
properly divided, and yet all were fo fond of their fuppofed:
' accum(:y,, ‘\\

|
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accuracy, as to aver they had kept their courfe within five
leagues, between India and Babelmandeb. Yet they had
made no eftimation of the currents without the * Babs, nor
the- different very ftrong ones foon after pafling Socotra ;
their half-minute glafles upon a medium ran 57”; they had
made no obfervation on the tides or currents in the Red
Sea, either in the channel or in the inward paflage ; yet
there is dclineated in this map a courfec of Captain Newland’s,
which he kept in the middle of the channel, full of tharp
angles and fhort ftretches; you would think every yard
was meafured and founded. -

To the fpurious catalogue of foundings found in the old
chart above mentioned, there is added a double proportion
of new, from what authority is not known; fo that from
Mocha, to lat. 17° you have as it were foundings every
mile, or even lefs. . No one can caft his eyes on the upper
part of the map, but muft think the Red Sea one of the moft
frequented places in the world. YetIwill aver, without fear
of being contradi¢ted, that it is a charaéteriftic of the Red
Sea, fcarce to have foundings in any part of the channel,
and often on both fides, whilft athore foundings are hardly
found a boat-length from the main. To this I will add, that
tlfere.is fcarce one ifland upon which T ever was, where the
boltfprit was not over the land, while there were no found-
ings by a line heaved over the ftern. I muft then proteft
againft making thefe old moft erroneous maps a founda-
tion for new ones, as they can be of no ufe, but muft be of
~ ' Lda L detriment.

L

. ’
o * This is a.common failor’s phrafe for the Straits of Babelmandeb. .
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detriment. Many good feamen of knowledge and enter«

prife have been in that fea, withinthefe few years. Let them:

{2y, candidly, what were their inftruments, what their dif-

ficulties were, where they had doubts, where threy fucceed-

ed, and where they were difappointed ? Were thefe acknow-

ledged by one, they would be {peedily taken up by others,

and rectified by the help of mathematicians and good ob-.
fervers on fhore,

Mgz Niesvnr has contributed much, but we thould reforny
the map on both fides ; though.there is a great deal done,
vet much remains, ftill to do. T hope that my friend Mr.
Dalrymple, when he can afford-time, will:.give us a founda- .
tion more proper to build upon, than that old rotten onc,
however changed in:form, and. fuppofed to have been im-
proved, if ‘he-really has a number of obfervations by him:
that can bewrelied on, otherwife it is but continuing the:
delufion and the danger. .

Ir {hips of war afterwards, that keep the channel, fhalb
come, manned with ftout and able feamen, and expert young:
officers, provided with lines, glafles, good compafles, and &
number of boats, then we fhall’ know thefe foundings, at
leaft in part. And: then alo we fhall know- the truth of
what 1 now advance, viz. that thips like thofe employed
hitherto in trading from India . (manned and provided as
the beft of them are) were incapable; amidft unknown tides
and currents, and going before a monfoon, whether fourh-
ern or northern, of knowing within three leagues where
any one of them had ever dropt his founding line; unlefs he
was clofe on board fome ifland, {hoal, rcmarkflblc point, or
in a harbour. | '

2 Tiaz
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Tirw that time, I would advife every man failing in the
Red Sea, efpecially in the channel, where the pilots know
no more than he, to truft to his own hands for fafery in the
minute of danger, to heave the lead. at lecat every hour,
keep a good look-out, and thorten {ail in a freth wind, or in
the night-time, and  to.confider all maps .of the channel of
the Arabian Gulf, yet made, as matters of mere curiofity,
and not fit to.truft a man’s life'to. Any captainin the India
fervice, who had run over from 'Jidda.into the mouth of
the river Frat, and the necighbouring port. Kilfit, which
might every year be done for L. 10 Sterling extra expences,
would do more meritorious fervice to the navigation of that
fea, than all the foundings that were ever ‘yet made from Jib+
bel Zekir to the ifland of Sheduan. .

From Yambo to Jidda I'had flept little, making my me-
moranda as full upon the fpot as pofiible. I had, befides,
an aguifh diforder, which very much troubled me, and in
drefs and cleanlinefs was {o like a‘Galiongy (or Turkifth fea-
man) that the * Emir Bahar was aftonifhed at hearing my
fervants fay I was an Englifhnyan, at the time they carricd
away all my baggage and inftruments to the cuftom-houfe.
He fent his fervant, however, with' me to the Bengal-houfe,
who promifed me, in broken Englifh, all the way, a wvery
magnificent reception from'my countrymen... Upon his
naming al the captains . for my:choice, I defired-to be car-
ried to a Scotchman, a relation of my-vwn, who was then" acci-
dentally leaning over. the rail of the flair-cafe, leading up

to

» * ‘Captgin of the.port. .
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to his apartment. I faluted him by his namc ; he fell into
a violent rage, calling me villain, thicf, cheat, and renegado rafeal ;
and declared, if I offered to proceed a ftep further, he would
throw me over ftairs. I went away without reply, his cur-
fes and abufe followed me long afterwards. The fervant,
my conductor, fcrewed his mouth, and fhrugged up his
thoulders. “ Never fear, fays he, I will carry you to the é¢ff
of them all.” We went up an oppofite ftair-cafe, whilft I thought
within myfelf, if thofe are their India manners, I thall keep
my name and fituation to myfelf while I am at Jidda. 1
ftood in no need of them, as ' had credit for 1000 fequins and
more, if I fhould want it, upon Youfef Cabil, Vizir or Gover-
nor of Jidda.

I was conducted into a large reom, where Captain Thorn-
hill was fitting, in a white callico waiftcoat, a very high-
pointed white cotton night-cap, with a large tumbler of
water before him, feemingly very deep in thought. The
Emir Bahar’s fervant brought me forward by the hand, a
little within the door; but I was not defirous of advancing
much farther, for fear of the falutation of being thrown
down ftairs again. He looked very fteadily, but not flern-
ly, at me ; and defired the fervant to go away and fhut the
door. “ Siry fays he, are you an Englithman {”---I bowed.~—
“ You furelyare fick, you fhould be in your bed, have you
been long fick "1 faid, “ long Sir,” and bowed.—“ Are you
wanfing a paflage to India?”’—I again bowed.—“ Well, fays
he, you look to be a man in diftrefs ; if you have a fegret,
I fhall refpect it till you pleafe to tell it me, but if you want
a paflage to India, apply to no one but Thornhill of the Bengal
merchant. Perhaps you are afraid of fomebody, if {o, afk for
Mr Greig, my licutenant, he will carry you on board my thip .

direétly,
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dire@ly, where you will be fafe.”-~ Sir, faid I, T hope you
will find me an honeft man, I have no enemy that I know,
either in Jidda or elfewhere, nor do I ewe any man any
thing.”—“I am fure, fays he, I am doing wrong, in keeping
a poor man ftanding, who ought to be in his bed. Here!
Philip! Philip!-—Philip appeared. “Boy,” fays he, in Portu-
guefe, which, as I imagine, he fuppofed I did not under-
ftand, “here is a poor Englithman, that fhould be either in
his bed or his grave; carry him to the cook, tell him to give
him as much broth and mutton as he can eat; the fillow
feems to have been ftarved, but I would rather have the
feeding of ten to India, than the burying of one at Jidda.”

Puivir pe LA Cruz was the fon of a Portuguefe lady, whom
Captain Thornhill had married; a boy of great talents, and
excellent difpofition, who carried me with great willingnefs
to the cook. I made as aukward a bow as I could to Capt.
Thornhill, and faid, “ God will return this to your honour
fome day.” Philip carried me into a court-yard, where they
ufed to expofe the famples of their India goods in large
bales. It had a portico along the left-hand fide of it, which
feemed defigned for a ftable. "To this place I was introduced,
and thither the cook brought me my dinner. Several of
the Englith from the veffels, lafcars, and others, came in to
look at me; and I heard it, in general, agreed among them,
that I ' was a very thief-like fellow, and certainly a Turk,,
and d——n them if they thould like to fall into my hands..

I rerr faft afleep upon the mat, while Philip was order-
ing me another apartment. In the mean time, fome of
my people had followed the baggage to the Cuftom-houfe,
and fome of them ftaid on board the boat, to prevent the:

LR AT % pilfering;
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pilfering of what was left. The keys had remained with
me, and the Vizir had gone to fleep, as is ufual, about mid-
day. As foon as he awaked, being greedy of his prey, he
fell immediately to my baggage, wondering that fuch a
guantity of it, and that boxes in fuch a curious form, thould
belong to a mean man like me; he was therefore full of
hopes, that a fine opportunity for pillage was now at hand.
He afked for the keysof the trunks, my fervant faid, they
were with me, but he would go inflantly and bring them.
That, however, was too long to ftay; no delay could pofii-
bly be granted. Accuftomed to pilfer, they did not force
the locks, but, very artift like, took off the hinges at the
back, and in that manner opened the lids, without opemng
the locks.

Tuk firft thing that prefented itfelf to the Vizir's fight,
was the firman of the Grand Signior, magnificently written
and titled, and the infcription powdered with gold duft, and
wrapped in green tafleta. After this was a white fattin bag,
addrefled to the Khan of Tartary, with which Mr Peyflonel,
Erench conful of Smyrna, had favoured me, and which I had
not delivered, as the Khan was then prifoner at Rhodes. The
next was a green and gold filk bag, with letters directed to
the Sherriffe of Mecca ; and then came a plain crimfon-fattin
bag, with letters addrefled to Metical Aga, fword-bearer (or
Selictar, as it is called) of the Sherriffe, or his great minifter
and favourite. He then found a letter from Ali Bey to him-
felf, written with all the fuperiority of a Prince to a flave,

In this letter the Bey told him plainly, that he heard the
governments of Jidda, Mccca, and other States of the Sher-
riffe, were diforderly, and that mchhants, coming about
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at Mecca, thirty hours journey off, where no Chriftian dares
go, whilit the whole Continent is open to the Turk for
efcape, offers to purchafe the cargoes of four out of nine of
thefe fhips himfelf; another, of the fame caft, comes and
fays, he will buy none, unlefs he has them all. The fam-
ples are thewn, and the cngoes ofﬂie whole nine thips are
carried into the wildeft ‘Arabia, by men with whom
one would not with to el donnmtheﬁcld. This
is not all, two Indxa'bmw" yme into the room t ‘
price. One on the part o i mﬁin,%hc ~other on
that of the buyer the r are neither Mahometans
nor Chriftians, but have credit with both. They fit down on
the carpet, and take an Imkp,'\m which they carry on
their thoulder, like a napkir and

« , > mea Ferent conmﬁuon,ef%he
anival ofﬂ;éps ﬁmpﬁ | li ‘f wm&ema of the day; as if

out rd ever havi ml‘fohen on the fubje&,
or penormk lifed ﬁmm whatever. There never was
one mﬁan;eéf 4 &fpﬁm l!,,' penir ngla ‘

Buq- thisa Mt y& dl,ihe mmey mm pu;d. A pri-

rader, becmcs ndbmﬁbk fm the paymcnt of the!hv car-
goes; his name was Ibrahim Saraf when I was there, i. e
Ibrahim the Broker. This man delivers annm.berofcwfe

hempen bags, full of what is ﬁxppofod Wt
theﬁrmgthatncstbe Saouith o it. m hueeind for
what is marked upon it, without auyone ever h:mngopen- ;

ed

”. ‘He
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WaEN in Arabia Felix, where every fort of provifion is ex-
ceedingly cheap, where the fruits of the ground, the gener-
al food for man, are produced {pontaneouily, the fupport-
ing of a number of wives cofts no more than fo many
flaves or fervants ; their food is the {fame, and a blue cotton
thirt, a habit common to them all, is not more chargeable
for the one than the other. The confequence is, that celi-
bacy in women is prevented, and the number of people is
increafed in a fourfold ratio by polygamy, to what it is in
thofe that are monogImous;

I know there are authors fond of fyftem, enemies to
free inquiry, and blinded by prejudice, who contend that
polygamy, without diftinétion of circumftances, is detri-
mental to the population of a country. The learned Dr
Arbuthnot, in a paper addrefled to the Royal Society*, has
maintained this ftrange do@rine, ina till ftranger manner.
He lays it. down, as his firft pofition, “that in femine mafeulino
of our firft parent Adam, there was imprefled an original
neceflity of procreating, ever after, an equal number of
males and females. The manner he proves this, has received
great incenfe from the vulgar, as containing un unanfwer-
able argument. He fhews, by the cafting of three dice,
that the changes are almoft infinite, that an equal number
of maies W»fema,les thould #et be born in any year; and
he pretends to prove, that every year in twenty, as taken
lls of mortahty, the fame number of males and
females have cmﬂmdy been produced, or at leaft a greater
“proportion of men than of women, tomake up for the ha-

V;o;l.. I. vt N ' :vock

# Philofoph, Tranfa&t, Vol. 27. p. 186.
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vock occafioned by war, murder, drunkenneds, and all fpe-.
cies of violence to which women are not fubjec.

I ~eep not fay, that this, at leaft, fufhciently thews the
weaknefs of the argument. . For, if the egnal/ proportion had
been in, femine. mgfculine of our-finft parent, the confequence
muft have been, that male and female would have been in-
variably born, from the creation to the end of all things.
And it is a fuppofition very unworthy of the wifdom of God,
that, at the creation of man, he could make an allowance
for any deviation that was to happen, from crimes, againft
the commiflion of which. his pofitive precepts ran. Weak
as this is, it-is not the weakeft part of this artificial argu-
ment, which, like the web.of a fpider too finely woven,
whatever part you touch it on, the whele falls o pieces. .

Arrer-taking it for granted, that he has proved the equa--
lity of the two fexes in number, from the bills of ‘mortality -
in London, he next {fuppofes, as a confequence, that all the -
world is in the fame predicament; thatis, that an equal
number of males and females is produced every where.
Why Dr Arbuthnot, an-eminent phyﬁcm (which furely
implies an informed nat’urahﬁ) thould imagine that this
inference would hold, is what I am not able to account for. .
He thould know, letus fay,in the countries-of the eaft, that
fruits, flowers, trees, birds, fith, every blade-of grafs, is com--
monly different, and that man, in his appearance, diet, ex--
ercife, pleafure, government, and religion, is as widely dif- -
ferent; why he fhould found the iffue of .an Afiatic, how- -
ever, upon the bills of mortality in London, is to the full as..
abfurd as to aflert, that they do not wear either beard or:
whifkers in Syria, becaufe that is not the cafe in London. .

I Ama
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T am well aware, that it may be urged by thofe who per-
mir themfelves to fay every thing, becaufe they are not at
pains to confider any thing, that the courfe of my argument
will lead to a defence of polygamy im general, the fuppofed
docirine of the Thelypthora *. Such refle(tions as thefe,
unlefs introduced for merriment, are below my animadver.
fion ; all I thall fay on that tepic s, that they who find en-
‘couragement to pelygamy in MrMadan’s book, the Thelyp-
thora, have read it with a much more acute perception than
perhaps I have done; and I fhall be very much miftaken,
if polygamy increafes in England upon the principies laid
down in the Thelypthora.

Encrawp, fays Dr Arbuthnot, enjoys an equality of both
fexes, and, if it is not fo, the inequality is fo imperceptible,
that no inconvenience has yet followed. 'What we have
mnow to inquire is, Whether other nations, or the majority
of them, are in the {fame fituation? For,if we are to decide
by this, and if we fhould happen to find, that, in other
countries, there are invariably born three women to one
man, the conclufion, in regard to that country, muft be, that
three women to one man was the proportion of one fex to
ghe other, imprefled at the creation iz femine-of our firft parent.

I conress 1 am not fond of meddling with the globe
defore the deluge. But as learned men feem inclined to think
that Ararat and Euphrates are the mountain and river of
antediluvian times, and that Mefopotamia, or Diarbekir, is
the ancient fitmation of the terreftrial paradife, I cannot give

Nn 2 Dr

* A late publication of 'Dr Madan’s, Jittle underftood, as it would feem.
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Dr Arbuthnot’s argument fairer play *, than to tranfport my--
{elf thither ; and, in the fame {pot where the neceflity was
impofed of male and female being produced in equal num-
bers, inquire how that cafe ftands now. The pretence that
climates and times may have changed, the proportion can-
not be admitted, fince it has been taken for granted, that it
exifts in the bills of mortality in London, and governs them to
this day ; and, fince it was founded on neceflity, which muft’
be eternal.

Now, from a diligent inquiry into the fouth, and fcrip-
ture-part of Mefopotamia, Armenia, and Syria, from Mouful
(or Nineveh) to Aleppo and Antioch, I find the proportion to
be fully two women born to one man. There is indeed a
fration over, but not a confiderable one.. From Latikea,
Laodicea ad mare, down the coaft of Syria to Sidon, the num-
ber is very nearly three, or two and three-fourths to one man.
Through the Holy Land, the country called Horan, in the
lithmus of Suez, and the parts of the Delta, unfrequented
by flrangers, it is fomething lefs than three. But, from
Suez to the ftraits of Babelmandeb, which contains the three
Arabias, the portion is fully four women to one man, which;
I have reafon to believe, holds as far as the Line, and 30
beyond it.

Tre Imam of Sana¥* was not an old man wlhen I was'in
Arabia Felix in 1769 ; but he had 88 children then alive, of
whom 14 only were fons.—The pricft of the Nile had 70 and

4 i e aoukil

* Savereign of Arabia Felix, whofe capitalgs Sama,
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odd children; of whom, as I remember, above 3o wcrc‘
daughters.

It may be objected, that Dr Arbuthnot, in quoting the
bills of mortality for twenty years, gave moft unexception-
able grounds for his opinion, and that my fingle aflertion
of what happens in a foreign country, without further foun-
dation, cannot be admitted as equivalent teftimony; and I
am ready to admit this objection, as bills of mortality there
are none in any of thefe countries. Ifhall therefore fay in
what manner I attained the knowledge which I have juft
mentioned. 'Whenever I went into a town, village, or in-
habited place, dwelt long in a mountain, or travelled jour-
nies with any fet of people, I always made it my bufinefs
to inquire how many children they had, or their fathers,
their next neighbours, or acquaintance. This not being a
captious queftion, or what any one would fcruple to an-
fwer, there was no intereft to deceive ; and if it had been:
poflible, that two or three had been fo wrong-headed among
the whole, it would have been of little confequence.

I ruen atked my landlord at Sidon, (fuppofe him a wea-
ver,) how many children he has had? He tells me how
many fons;and how many daughters. The next I afk is a
{mith, a tailor, a filk-gatherer, the Cadiof the place, a cow-
herd, a hunter, a fifher, in fhort every man that is not a
ftranger, from whom I can get proper information. I fay,
therefore, that a medium of both fexes arifing from threc
or four hundred families indifcriminately taken, fhall be
the proportion in which one differs from the other; and
this, I, am confident, will give the refult to be three women

. ' -
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to one man in §o0° out aof the go° under every meridian of
the globe.

Wrrnovt giving Mahomet all the credit for abilities
that fome have done, we may furely fuppofe him to know
what happened in his own family, where he muft have
feen this great difproportion of four women born to one
man ; and from the obvious confequences, we are not to
wonder that one of his firft cares, when a legiflator, was
to rectify it,as it firuck at the very root of his empire,
power, and religion. With this view, he enacted, or rather
revived, the law which gave liberty to every individual to
marry four wives, each of whom was to be equal in rank
and honour, without any preference but what the predilec-
tion of the hufband gave her. By this he fecured civil
rights to each woman, and procured a means of doing a~
way that reproach, of dying without iffue, to which the minds
of the whole fex have always been fenfible, whatever their
religion was, or from whatever part of the world they
came.

Many, who are not converfant with Arabian hiftory, have
imagined, that this permiflion of a plurality of wives was
given in favour of men, and have taxed one of the moft
political, neceffary meafures, of that legiflator, arifing from mo-
tives merely civil, with a tendency to encourage lewdnefs,
from which it was very far diftant. But, if they had con-
fidered that the Mahometan law allows divorce without
any caufe affigned, and that, every day at the pleafure of the
man ; befides, that it permits him as many concubines as he
<an maintain, buy with money, take in war, or gain by the
oudinary means of addrefs and folicitations,~they will think -

2  fuch



