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proteCted; and "; this cafe will, I hop", b foun d a valuab e 
fraginent, bec;,tu~ , what " c1' have lJc "> ll In)' confcicntiolls 
fears of ru;n ing f'rvl ltS, who w rl'" for pay, 11 to dang-L of 
ofing th ir li es hy peril of thc fea., yet 1 CJ.l1 fafcly fay, !har 

ne er d'd th face of Ina!l, or fc' r f langeI' to lnyfelf, (kttT 
Ine frOlll: erifyill.g with Iny cs, what In}.o \-n hands h a\ 
put upon paper. 

IN the days of the ·Ptoletnies, and, .as I ihall £hew, long 
b for , the w fi co ail: of the Red Sea, , .h re the de p 11 wa
ter, and moft dangerous rocks a.rc, ,vas t1 e track :vhich the 
Indian and Afri an fhips chofe, when load'd wi h the r ichef1: 
111erch ndife that ever vefl< 'ls fince Gl.rl'icd. The Ptolen1i s 
built a number of large cities on this coail:; nor do we hear 
tl at fhip3 were obliged to abandon that track, from the di f
ailers that h fel thenl i 1 the navigation. On the qnrrary, 
they a oid d the c aft of. Ai-ab' a; and one reafoD, aniong 
others, is phin why tl y ihould ;---th y wr.rc loaded wi th 
th 111.0ft val uable c0ffilnoditi s, gold, ivory, gunu, ~nd pre
cious frones; room for ftowag on board therefore w as vel Y 
valuable. 

PAR of this rrade, wh 1 at its greateR: p rf, Ction, was 
ca1'l'i d in f cJ vlith oars. 'vV know u"om the prophet 
liz kid , .700 years before .hrift, or· .100 after Solomon h ad 
nl i:!h his trade ·with Afri a and India, that they did not 
lways 111ak ufe of fails in the track of the monfoons ; and 
on~ quent'y a great nun b r e .men muft hav h en nect:f

fary 

• E-uk. chap. xxvii. 6th and 19th verfes. 
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north-w ft monfoon which repels it, and keeps it il there, 
every rock on the Arabian ilior becom s an jjlafld, and eve· 
ry two or thre iilands become a harbour. 

UPON the ends of the principal of thefe harbours large 
heaps of ftones have been piled up, to ferve as fignals, or 
Inarks, how to enter; and it is in thefe that the larg vef
fels from Cairo to Jidda, equal in fize to our 74 gun ihips, 
(but from the cifterns of Inafon-work built within for hold
ing water, I fuppofi double their weight) after navigating 
their portion of the channel in the day, come fafelyand 
quietly to, at four del ck in the aftern on, and in thefe 
little harbours pafs the night, to fail into the channel agai~ 
next mDrning at fun-rife. 

THER EF ORE, though in the' track of my voyage to Tor, I 
am f en running from the weft fide of Jibb I Zeit a W. N. 
W. courfe (for I had no place for a com afs) into the har
bour of Tor, I do not mean to do fa bad a fervice to huma.
nity as to perfuade large fhips to follow my track. There 
are two ways f inftrul'hng men ufefully, in things abfo
lutcly unknown to them. The urft is, to teach them what 
they can do fafely. The next is, to teach them what they 
cannot do at all, or, warranted by a preffing a calion, attempt 
w ith lnore a lef dang r, which ihould be e plained and. 
placed be or t cir eye , for without this laft no man knows 
the extent of his own p wers. 'Vith this view, I will venture, 

ithout fear of on tradk'1:ion , to fay, th~t my courfe from 
Coifeir, r even from Jibbel Siberget, to Tor, i impoffible to 
a g reat fil ip. My vo age, painful, full of care, and danger
ous as it was, is not . to be accounted a furety for the lives of 
thoufands. It may be re ardcd as a foundation for 'furv ys 
h er aft r to be n1adc by perfons mor capable, and better 

3 protec\;ed ; 
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'ake in your water at Mocha; or, if any reafon ihould hin
der you from touching that fhore, a few hours will 'carry 
you to Azab, or Saba, on the AbyfIinian coaft, whofe latitude 
I found to be 13 0 5" north. It is not a port, but a very to

lerable road, where you have very fa£ r~ding, under the 
fhelter of a low defert ifiand called Crab Hlan~ with a few 
rocks at the end of it. But it muft be remembered, the 
people ':lre Galla, t1 e moR: treacherous and villanous wretch-

. es upon the earth. They are Shepherd.;, who fometimes are 
-on the coaft in great numb 1S, or in the back of the hills 
that run clofe along the 1hore, or in miferable villages 
compofed of huts, that run nearly in an eaft and weft direc-
ion from Azab to Raheeta, the largeft of all their villages. 

You will there, at Azab, get plenty of water, theep, and goats, 
. s alfo fome IDyrrh and incenfe, if you are in the proper 
fea on, or will it y for it. 

I AGAIN repeat it, that no confidence is to be had in the 
-people. Thofe of Mocha, who even are abfol tely neceffary 
to them in their Olnmercial tranfactions, cannot truft tl enl 
without furety or hofrages. And it was but a few years be
fore I was there, the furgeon and Inate f the Elgin Eaft-In
dia man, with feveral oilier failors, were cut off, going on 
fhore with a letter ()f faie conduct from their Shekh to pur
chafe myrrh. Tl ofe that were in the boat efcaped, but moll 
of them w re wounded. A ihip, on its guard, d es not fear 
banditti like ~he{j , and you will get plenty of water and 
provo lion, though I am only fpeaking of it as a ftation of 
neceffity. 

IF you are not afraid of being known, there is a low 
black ifianq on the Arabian coaft called Camaran, it is in 

VOL. I. F f lat 
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iat. ISo ,39', and is diftingni'fhed by.a white haufe, or fOTt'e ·s, . 
on the eft nd of it, W h~l~ you will pr cure exceldent wa-
er, in g eater plenty than at Azab; but no prc>vifions, or 

'Only fuch as are very bad. If you iliould not willi to be feen, . 
however, on the coaft at all, among the hain f' !b.nrJ that 
reach s itmoft acrofs de ulf from ' Loh ia to Mafuah, . 
there is one callt!d Foollit, where th.ere is good and ' or~ge ;" 
it is laid down in my map in lat. ISO' 59' 43" .. .. and· long . . 
42° 27' E. from'" adu.al ob}; rva ion ta ~ en upon the ifland_ 
There is .A.'ere.a quanti of e1O.ceUentwater, .with fa.int or ' 
n'lonk to take car of it,. and keep tlie ells . 1 an. his . 
pGO creat\! re was fo errified 'Rg us come alh re wirh; 
nre-arms, tbat lay down upon I is, face on th fand; nor: 
w!)uld he rife,6r lift up his hea ,till the Rais had explain-. 
ed to me the caufe of his fear, and till, knowing 1 ~ nott 
'1} any dang r of furprife, r had fent my gun$ on board. 

FROM this to Yambo there ·is 0 fat: watering place. In-. 
deed 'f the river Frat were to be foun<l,tl e .i no.need of any 
other ;va,teri 19 place in the 'G f; but it is' abfo ut ly ne f
fary to hav.e a pilot on board be£; e you'maRc Ras M . omet;. 
becauf'; , over the mountains of Auche, the Elanitic Gulf, and 
the Cape itfdf, there is fren n grea haze, w hi h }a;ft for 
lnany days together, ::Ind many !hips ax: con a'Rtly 1 fi , by 
miftaking the Eaftei'll Bay, or Elan 'tic Gulf, for the ntra C'c ' 

f th Gulf of S ez; the forme has a reef of rocks nearly 
acrofs it. 

AFTER you have made SIieduan, a large illand three
leagues farther, in a direction nearly north and y weft, is a.. 
bare rock, wI ich, according t their ufual. care1ef: nefs and 
inclitference~ they are not at th pAins.to call by any other 

na.lD,~ 
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:nne but Jihh~l, the r Ii, ifiand, or mountain, in ge'u oral. 
. ou fhould not com within thre fulll agues of that rock, 
but leave it at a diftance to the weftward. You will then 
fee fuoa-Is, 'Which f, rm a pretty broad chan~el, where you 
,have foundings from fifteen to thirty fathoms. And again, 
.ft-anding on directly upon Tor, you have two other oval 
!fan with funken rocks, in the channel, b ween hich 
you ar to fte r. All your danger is h r in fight, fot you 
might go in the in Ide, or to the ea.ftward, of the many 
fmall ifiands you fee toward the ihore; and there are the 
anch ring places of the Ca' ro . v {feIs which are mark d 
w ith the black anchor in the draught. This is the courfe 
,heft known and pr c ifed by pilots for fuips 0 aU fizes. But 
'by a draught of Mr iebuhr, who w nt from Suez with 
Mahl?met Rai'S Tobal, his -ttack with that large fhip was 
-through the channels, till h arriv d at the point, wh re 
Tor bore a little to th northward of eaft 0f hiln . • 

TO'R may be known at a difuulce by two hills that frand 
near the water fide, which, in lear weatber, may be feen 
flx 1 a u s o:if. J fr to the fouth-"eaft of thefe is the town 
-and harbour, wh r there are fOlne paJm-trees about the 
houfe ,tIl. nl0rcremarkablc,thatth yare t1 e firR: y u ~ e n. 
the coail:. T er i n <l::tngcr in going into Tor harbour, 
t e fOUll ings in the way are dean and regular; and by 
gi ing tll be con a [man birth on the larboard hand, you 

ay haul in a little t tl c northward, and anchor in five 
or fi. f~ thom. The bott m of tl e bay i not a mile from the 
b aco , and a Ut -eh fan1.e diftance from th opp fit fhore. 
'There is no enfible tide in tl e middle of t1 Gulf, but, by 
he fid ,it run full tw knots an lor. At fpl'ing , it is 
igh water a~ , or n arly at twelve o'cloc .... 

Ff2 ON 
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ON the 9th we arrived at Tor, a fmall {haggling village" 
wit~ a convent of Greek Monks, belonging to Mount Sinai •. 
Don John de Caftro '* took this town when it was walled,. 
and fortified, foon after the difcovery 0f the Indies by the. 
Portuguefe ; it lias never fince been 'of any confideration. It 
ferves now, only as a watering-place for fuips going to, and. 
from Suez. From this we h.ave a diftinCl: view of the points 
of the mountains Horeb and Sinai, which appear behind 
and above the others, th{!ir tops being oftcn covered with.: 
fnow in winter .. 

THER'E are three things, (now r am at tfie north end of 
the Arabian Gulf,) df which the reader will expeCt fome ac
count, and I am hea1:tily forry to fay, thatT fear I ihall be 
obliged to difap1'0int him in all, by the unfatisfac'tory reI a ' 
tion I am forced to giv .. 

THE firft is, Whetlier die Red'Sea is not higher than die' 
Mediterranean, by feveral feet or inches? To this I anfw.er" 
That the faa has been fuppofed to e f4 by anti uity, and 
all dged a'S a r afon why Ptol my's eanal' was made from 
the bottom of the Heroopolitic Gulf, rather than brough 
due north. aerof: the Ifthmus of Suez; in whi h laft cafi , 
it was feared it would fubmerge a great part of fia Mi .. · 
n Qr. But wh.o ha-s e V0f attempt d t v rify this b xp ri. 
meot ? or ho is capable of fettling th diffi r nee of levels, 
amounting, s fUl'pofed, to fome feet and inches, between' 
two points 120 miles diftant from ach other, ver a deren, 
that has no fettled furfaee, but is cbanging its height cv ry 

day.?: 
• 

• Vide hi. J o¥rnal publinlCd by AbbC V.crtol. • 
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fray? Befides, £Inee all feas 'are, in fact, but one, what is it 
tihat hinders the Indian Ocean to flow to its level ? What is 
it that keeps the Indian Ocean up ? 

TILL this laft branch of the q eftion is rev Ived, I 1hall 
take it for granted that no fuch difference of level exifis, 
whatever Pt<;>lemy's engineels might have pretended to hin1; 
becaufe, to fuppofe it faCt, is to fuppo.c; the violation of onc 
very material law of na.ture., 

THE next thing I have to take not'ce oi, for the fatisfa "'
don of my reader, is, the way y which th children of If
rael paffed the Red Sea at the time of tl1eir deliverance frora 
the land of Egypt .. 

As fcril'ture teaches us, that this paifage, w Iiereverit migh t 
be, was under the influence of a mira lous power, no parti-
ular circumil:ance of breadth, or depth makes one place 

lik lier than another. It is a matter of m r curiofity, and 
can only promote a~ illuftration of the fcripture, for which 
r afon, I do not decline. the con1ideration of it .. 

r sHA'Li..fuppofe, tliat my read r has been fufficiendy COll

v.in ed, by other author ,that the' land a Goihen, where. 
the Ifraelit dwelt in gypt, was that country lying eaR: of 
the ' Ni e, and not OVi rllowed by it, bounded by the moun
tains of the Thebaid on the fouth,. by the ilc and Medi
terranean on the weft and north, and the Red a nd de
fert. of Arabia on the eafi.. It was the eliop litan nome, 
its capital was O,l; fr m predileCtion of he letter , com
mon to the Hcbr ws, they. called it G !hen; but its proper. 
JUID.e was IJdhcJI).. the co lltry of Graf: , Qr p~ flurage; or of 

tll¢ 
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the Shepherds; in oppofition to the reft of the land w'hi 
was fo 0, after ha.ving b en overflowed by the Nile. 

THER'E were three ways by which the children of Ifra ~ 
fl. ing from Pharaoh, could haV' entered Paleftine. The 
1irft was by the fea-coaft by Gaza, A lon, and Joppa. This 
was the plaineft and near it way; and, dl refQre, tt~ f, 

people incumeered with kn ading troughs, dough, catrl<; 
and children. The fea-coaft was full of rich commercIal 
cities, the mid..J.and was 'cultivated and fawn with grain. 
The eaftern part, neareft th .mou1'l.tains, w fll;ll of cattle 
and fhepherd , as rich a country, ancl more powerful than 
,the cities themfc1v s. 

THIS narrow va1ley, b tween the mountains and the fea, 
Tan all along the aftern fhore 0 th Mediterranean, trom 
Gaza northwar.d, compreh ndillg he low paxt 'of Paleftine 
and Syria. Now, h re a fmall number of men might have 
paffed, under the laws of hofpitality ; n y,. they did con ... 
ftandy pars, it being tl high road b tween gyPt, and 
Tyre, and Sidon. But th cafe as different with a multi
tude, fuch as fix hundred thoufand men having their cattle 
along with thf'm. Thefe m'tffl: have occupied the whole 
land of the Phili11:ines, deftroy d all private property, and 
undoubtedly have 0 cali. ned fome revolution; and a til y 
w re not now in ended to be put in pom ilion of th land 
of promife, th 01 afure of th iniquity of the nations be .. 
i llg not yet full, od turned them a1Ide from going tha 
way, though the neareR.., 1 ail they", ihould £ e wa.r *," that 

IS, 

• 
• Gen. chap. xiii. ver. 17tk. 
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-:~, leaf\: the peopl iliould rife againft them, and deftroy" 
memo 

THER.E was another way whi h.fed fouth~wefl,.t1pon Beer
fheba and H.eh on, in the middle, between th Dead Sea and 
the Mediterran an. This was til "direction' in which Abra .. 
ham, Lot, and J aco ,a,re fuppofed to have reach ed gypt. But" 
there was neither food nor wa:t r ther to fufta.in the Ifracl
ites. When-Abraha,m and'Lot returned out C)f • g pt, they 
were oblig d to [eparate by confent, becauii AbrahaIn fajd 
:to ihi bro her, ""'The Ian ; ill not ar 11 both:- ." 

THE third~way as ftr.a.ight eail: into Arab' a,. pretty much, 
me road by hiel the Pilgrims go at this day to l\1ecca, 
nd the ~aravans' fr.om Suez to airo. In th' s trae they 

would' have go11lC" r nnd by th mountain of Moab, eaft of 
the Dead Sea, n pa: d JOTdal in tl pI in ppofire to Jeri
roo, as they did orty years afterward . B ir is plain f1' m 
fcripture, that God's counfe1s were to lnake Pi1ara hand 
his Egyptian an example of hi vcngeanc ; aT d, as none 
'Of thet; roads" led to the' fe.a"th.ey did not anfw.er the Divine 
intention .. 

'BOUT twelVe leab ues from he fea, tIi r was a narro 
ad wnich turned to tb right, . between t n nrains, 

hro gil a vaHey called: JJadeah~ here heir. courfe was near
i4 urh- ft; r his valley ende.d. in a· afs, b rw D two con

fiderable mountains, call Gewottho n the fouth; andJibbel 
Atta all. on tl :> nOJ:th, a.nd p'elled into the. low itr.ipe of 

country 

• Gc:D...t:bap. xiii. vee. 6th.. ElWd. cbap. xiii •. v~r. r 7th. 
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country which runs all along the Red Sea; and the Ifraelite 
were ordered to encalnp at Pihahiroth, oppofite to Baal-zeph 
on, between Migdol and that fea.. 

I T will be ncceffary to explain thefe names.. Badcah, Dr 
Shaw interpret, the Valley oftbe Miracl, but this is forcing an 
etymology, for there was yet no miracle wrought, nor was 
d ere ever any in the valley. But Badeah, means harrm, bare., 

and uninhabited j fu h as we rna y imagine a vall y between 
flony mountains, a. defel't valley. :Jihhel AitaRah, h~ tranllates 
alfo, the Mountain of Deliverance. But, fo far were the Ifraelites 
from being delivered on their arrival at this mountain, that 
they were then in the greateft difirefs -and danger. Attakah, 

means, howey r, to arrive or come up with, either becaufe there 
they arrived within fight of the Red Sea; or, as I am rather 
inclined to think, this plac tOok its name from the arrival 
of Pharaoh, or his coming in fight of the Ifraelites, when 
encamp d betw en Migdal and the Red Sea, 

PIHAI-IJROTl-I IS the mouth of the valley, opening to the 
flat country and the fea, a I have already faid, fuch are 

ailed Mouths; in the Arabic, Fum i as I have obferved in my 
journey to Co eir, where the opening of the valley is called 
Fum e-l B der, the mouth of Beder; um el Terfowey, Jhe 1I3outh 

of Teifowe),. Hhoreth, th flat country along the Red Sea., 
is fa called from Hhor, a narrow valley where torrents run, 
occafioned by fudden irregular 1howers. Such we have aI ... 
I' ady defcribed on the eait fid of the mountains, border
ing upon that narrow flat country along the Red Sea, where 
emporary {howers fall in great abundan e, while none of 

them touch the we~ fille of the mountains or valley of 
Egypt. 
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Egypt. Pihahiroth then is the mouth of the valley Badeah; 
which opens to Hhoreth, the narrow ftripe of land where 
1howers fall. 

BAAL-ZEPHON', the 'God 'of: the 'watch-tower; was, proba
bly, fom idol'.s temple, which ferved for; a fignal-houfe up
on.the Cape which· forms the north entrance of-the bay op
polite to Jibbel Attakah; where ·there is ftill,. a mofque, or 
faint's tomb. It was probably a light-houfe, for the direc
tion . of ihips... going to I the b0tt0m of t11 Gulf; to prevent 
miftaking it', for ' another 'foul bay, under the high land, 
where t~ere_ is ,alfo a tomb~of a .faint called Abou Derage. 

THE 13.1Frebuke God ·gave..to Pharaoh, by flaying all the 
tirft-born, feems to have Inade a fhong inlpreffion upon the 
Egyp ians. Scripture fays, that the people .w re now urgent 
w·ith the Ifraelite.s to be gone, for . d ey faid, "We b all 
dead 'men *." .&:1d we need Illot d . u t · it , was in op<ler to , . 
keep up in tl ir hearts . a motive of r fentnlcnt, fl:rong J. 

nough to :make th m purfue the Ifraelites, that God callfed 
the Ifraelites to >.borrow; and take away· the j w 1s f the 
Egyptians; without fome new:cau c 'o . angcr, the late ter
rible chaftifcment might have detcrred -them \Vhil, there
fore, th y journeyed eaftward .tow rds the defert, the ' · gyp~ 
tians ,had no motiv to attuk them; bccauD t1 cy' went with: 
Fermiffion ,there to ' facrilice, and -were on their return to 
r~ftore them their.moveahles. But when t1 e Ifraelites -were 
obferved Iturning ,to .the fOllth, among the mountains, they 

VIJL. I. G g ; were 

. Ex.od. c:h. xii. 33 ' 
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w~re then fuppofed to flee without a view of returnin , b~ 
ufe they had left the way of the defert; and therefore 

Pharaoh, that he might induce the Egyptians to follow 
them, tells them that the Ifraelites were now entangled a
~ong the mountains, and the wildernefs behind them, 
Which was really the cafe, when they e~camped at Pihah1-
roth, before, or fouth of Baal-Zephon, \letween Migdol and 
the feat Here, then, before Migdol, 1 e fea was divided, 

I , 
and they paired over drydhod to the:' wlldernefs of Shur, 
which was immediately. oppofite to ~them; a fpace fome
thing lefs than four-leagues, and fo eaflly accomplUhed ia 
one night, without any. miraculous interpofitlon. 

THREE days they wer witb.out water, which would bring 
them to Korond 1, where is a fpring of brackiih, or bitter 
water, t9 t~s day, which probably were the waters ofM'Of'ah. *. 

THE natives ftill call thi~ part of the fea Bahar Kolzum., 
or the Sea of DeftruCtion ; and juft oppofite to Pihahiroth is 
a bay, where the North Cape is called Ras Mufa, or the Cape 
of Mofes, ~ven now. Thefe are the r afons why I believe 
the paffage of the Ifraelites to have been in this direction. 
There is about fourteen fathom of water in the channel, 
and about nine: in the fides, and good anchorage ev:ery 
where; the fartheft fide is a low fandy coaft., and a very 
eafy landing-place. The draught of the bottOm of the Gulf 
given by DoCtor Pococke is very erroneous, in every part 'of 
.Jt. 

IT was propofed to Mr Niebuhr, when in Egypt, to in
quire,upon the fpot, Whether there were not fome ridges 

of 

~ Sllch ~s the tradition among the NilUvea. 
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of rocks, where the water was fhallow, fo tha.t an army at 
particular time might pafs ever? Secondly, Whether the 
Eten.an winds,. whi<;h blow fuongly all Summer from the 
north weft" could not blow fo violently 3Jgainft the fea, as to 
keep it back on a heap,fo that th Ifraelites might havepaffed 
without a miracle? And a copy of thde qn Ties was left for ' 
me, to join my inquiri likewi£. 

BUT I muft confers, however learned' the- genrleme 
were who propofed thefe doubts, I did not think rhey me .. 
cited any attention to fol e them. TIlis paffage i-s told us, 
by fcripture, to be a miraculous one; and, if fo, we have nQ..l 
thing to do with natural caufes. If we do not believe 
Mofes, we ne d not believe. the tranfaCl:ion at all, feeing 
that it is from his authority al ne w derive it.. If we be
lieve in God that he a<!le th 'fi a, we muft beli ve lie could 
divide it when. he fi c· pro er r afon, and of that he muft be 
the only judge. It is no gr atcr mirae e to divide the Redl 
Sea, than to divide the river of Jordan. 

IF the Etefian .. ind blowing from. the nordi .. weft in fum
mer, could h ap up the feal as a- wall, on the vight, or to 
the fouth, of fifty f. et high, ftill the iffieulty would' remain, 
of building. the aU on th left hand, or to the n rth. Be
fides" water ftanding. 'n, that pofition for a day, muft halVe 
loft the nature of fluid. Whenc.e name tha cohefion of 
particle ,that hindered that wall to efeape at the fides? This 
is as great a m.iracl as that of Mo[es. 1 the Etcfian winds 
had done this 0n e, th y mull: ha repeat d. it many a 
time b fore. and linc.e, from the ·fam caufes. Y t, * Dio-

G g 2 darns 
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dorus Siculus fays, the Troglodytes, the indigenous inhabi .. ' 
tants of that very fpot, had a tradition from father to {on. 
fr m their very earlieft and remoteft ages, that once this 
divifion of the fea did happen there, and that after leaving 
its bottom fometimes dry, the fea again Game back, and co
vered it with great fury. The words of this author are of 
:the moft remarkable kind. We cannot think this heathen 
is writing in favour of revelation. He knew not Mofes, 
DOl' fays a word auout Pharaoh and his haft; but records 
the miracle of the divifioll of the fea, in words nearly as 
ftrong as thofc of Mofes, from ,th mouths of un biaifed, un
defigning Pagans.. 

WE E all thefe difficulties furmounted, what could we 
do with the pillar of fire? The anfwer is, We ihould not 
believe it. Why then believe the paffage at aU? We have no 
authority for the onc, but what is for the other; it is alto
gether contrary to the ordinary nature of things, and if not 
a miracle, it muft be a fable. 

THE caufe of the feveral names of the Red Sea, is a fub
jeer of more lib ral inquiry. I am of opinion, that it cer
tainly derived its name from Edam, long and early its 
powerful maficr, that word fignifying Red in Hebrew. It 
formerly went by the name of Sea ,of Edom, or klumeaj 
fince, by that of the Red Sea. 

IT has been obfcrved, indeed, that not only the Arabian 
Gulf, but part of the Indian Ocean ' f went by this name, 

thot gh 

Dionyfii Periegefis, v. 3M. et Comment. Euftatbii iu eundem. Strabo, lib. avi. 
,I" 7'6S' Agathemeri G ographia, lib. ii. cap. 11. 
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'though far difiant from Idumea. This is true, but when 
we confider, as we fua.!l do in the oourfe of this hiftory, that 
the maft rs of that {i a were frill the Edomites, who went 
·from the ODe fea direCtly in the fame voyage to the {)ther, 
we !hall not difpute the propriety of extending the nan1e to 
part of , the India.n Ocean alfo. As for what fanciful people · 
have faid of any reduefs in the fea itfelf, or .colour in th¢ 
Dottom, the reader may afil1re himfelf all this is fiction, the 
Red Sea °being in colour nothing .different from the Indian, 
-or any other Ocean. 

THERE IS greater odifficulty in afii-gning a reM on for th~ 
Hebrew name, Yam Suph; properly fo ,called, fay learned 
authors, frGm the quantity of weeds in it. But I muft con
fefs, in contradiction to this, that I onever in my life, (and I 
have feen the whole extent of it) faw a weed of any fort in 
it; and, indeed, upon the iligl1tcft confidcration, it will oc
cur to anyone, that a naJl ow gulf, under the imomediate 
influence of monfoons, blowing frOIn ontrary points fix 
months el.ch year., would have too much agitation to pl'D
duce fuch vegetab1es, feldom found, but in ftagnant water!;, 
and feldOIner, if Yer, found in faIt ·ones. My opinion th n 
is, that it is from the t large tr es, or plants of white coral, 
{pread every wher. over the b ttom of the Red Sea, per .. 
feCtly in oimitation f p1ants on land, that the fea has ob 
tained this name. If n t, I fairly confefs 1 have not any 
oth r conjecture to make.. 

No 

• Jrrome L,ba, the greateft liar of the Jefuits, 'c "iv. p. 46. En liih tranl1atlon. 
t I fa¥' one of there, which, from It root nearly cenml, threw out ramifications in 
ady circular fonn, 1 afulojl1g twenty-fix feet di meter very wa • 
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o fea or ihores, I believe, in the world, abound more in 
fubjeCts of Natural Hiftory than the R d SeaJ fu pofe I 
have drawings and fubjed:s of tius kind. equal in ulk to 
th journal of the whole voyage idi If. But the vail: ex
pence in engraving, as well as other con1iderations, ~ll 
probably hinder for ever the perfefuon 0 this work in., 
this particular. 

CH AP. .. 
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CHAP. X. 

Sail from Tor-P'!ft the Elanitic Gulf-See Raddua-Arrive at Yambo
-Incidents there-Arrive at Jidda. . 

OUR Rais, having difpatched his bufinefs, was eager to 

. depart; and, accordingl y, on the I I th of April, at day .. 
break, ~e ftood out of the harbour of Tor. At 1irft, we 
were becalmed in, at the point of the Bay fouth of Tor 
town, but the wind freiliening a:bout eight o'clock, we frood 
through the channels of the firft four fuoal , and then be .. 
tw en a fmaHer one. W made the mouth of a fmall Bay, 
formed by Cape Mahomet, and a low fandy point to the eaft
.ward of it. Our veffel feemed to be a capital one for fail
ing, and I did ev ry thing in my powe ,to .keep our Rai in 
good humour. 

ABOUT h If a mile from the fandy point, we ftruck upon 
'a coral bank, which, though it was not of any great con .. 
fiftenc or folidity, did not fail to make our maft nod. As 
I wa looking out forward when the veffel touched, and 
th Rai by m , I cried out in Arabic, " Get out of the way 
'You dog!" the R . s, thin ing my difcourfe directed to him, 
.ieem d very much furprifed, and aiked, "what I meant ?" 

£ ·~Why 
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" WI1Y did you not tcHIne, faid I, wlicn I hired you, that all 
the ro~ks in the fca would get out of the way of y'0ur vef
fei? This ill-mannered fellow here did not Imow his duty; . 
he was lle6ping I fuppofe; and has given us a hearty jolt, 
and I was abufing him for it, till .you {hould chaftife him: 
fome other way." He thook his head, .and faid, " Well! 
you do not believe, . but God knows the truth; well now; 
where is the rock? Why 'he IS' gone." However, very pru
dently, he anchored foon afterwards~ thoug.h we had recei
ved no damage. 

AT night, by an oo'fervatien 'Of' tWO' fiars' in die meridian,. . 
I concluded the latitude of Cape Mahomet to be 2t 54', N. 
It muft be undt'!rftboEl of'the mountaih,:or high land; whicti 
forms {he Cape, not the Ibw point.· T11C ridg of · rocks 
that run alQIlg behind 'ToF, bOund tliat low fandy country; 
called the Defert of Sin; to the eaftwaTd;' and, end in this 
Cape, which is the high land obferved ' at fea; but the
lower part, or fouthermoft cxti.'cme ·of· die Cape; runs a
bout three leag es off from the high r nd, and is fd low;. 
that it cannot be feen fr01'l1 deck . above thr e leagues. It
was called, by. tlle ancients, Phann Prom'Ontorium ; not b'e- . 
caufe. there was a :1ight-l QUfe * upoIl'die end of it, (though· 
this may have perhaps been tbe cafe, and a very ne ffaTYand . 
proper fi tuation it is) but from the gyptian and Ara bic word ' 
Farek t, which fignifies to divide, a. being the point, or hig!) 3 

land that divicks the Gulf· of Suez from the Elanitic Gulf. 
.. I EN'!" 

• Ancientl~ called Pharos. 

t The Koran js, therefore, caUed EI Fllr~an, or the Divider. or Dillinguilher between true. 
Eaith and crefy. 
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T WE T alhore here to gather {hells, and {hot a fmall ani
mal amon . the rocks, called Daman Ifrael, or Ifraet's Lamb; 

I 

I do not know why, . for it has no refembl'ance to the Iheep 
kind. I take it to be th faphan of the Hebrew Scripture, 
which tranllate by the coney. I have given a drawing, 
and d fcription of it~ in its proper place . I thot, likewife, 
feveral dozens of gooto, the leaft beautiful of the ind I had 
feen, being very fmall, and coloured like the back.of a part
l';'dge, but very indifferent food. 

THE 12th, we failed from Cape Mahomet, juft as the fun 
appeared. We palfed th ifland of Tyrone, in the mouth of 
the Elanitic Gulf, divides it near equally into two; 
or, rather the fide is narroweft. The direfrion 
of the Gulf is and {i uth. I judge it to be 
about fi leagues over. Many of the Cairo {hips are loft. 
in miftaking the entry of t1 1 anitic for that of the Heroo
politic Gulf, or Gulf of Suez ; for~ from he i,fla d Tyrone, 
which is not above two leagues from the Main, there runs 
a f ring of illands, which [eem to .make a Ii micircular bar 
acrofs the CDtry from the point, where a ihip, going with 
a fouth wind, would take its d parture; and this range of 
ifland ends in a thoal with {unken rocks, which reaches 
near fiv leagu s from th . Main. It is probable, that, upon 
thefe iila'l'lds, the fie t of Reh.o oanl perifhed, when failing 
for the ex edition of Ophir t. 

VOL. I. Hh I TAKE 

ee tkc article AfWl.oko in the App odix. t 2 ehron. chap. . • v . 37th • 

• 
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I TAKE Tyrone to be the ifland of Saipirene of PtoleI1ly~ 
though thi geographer ha erred a little, both in its lan
tud and longitude. 

W n paifed the fecond of there Hlands, called SenafI"er: 
about three leagll s to the northward, fteering with a. 
frelli gal at fouth .. eaft:, upon a triangular i£land that has 
three point d eminences upon its fo th-fide. We paffed 
another fmall iiland which has no name, about the fame 
diftance as the former; and ranged along three black rocks, 
tl e fouth-weft of the Uland, called Suflnge el Babar, or the eo.
Sptmge .. As our veffel made fome water, and th wind had b en 
very ftrong an the afternoon, th . ted to bring up 
to the 1 eward of this ifiand, or ~ , and a cape of-
land called RaJ Selah; ,byt, ot bing 0 find fo nding 
here, 1 f.et fail again, doubl d the point, and cam to an . . 
chor und r th [outh cape of fine bay, hich is a ftation 
of the mir H dje, called Kaloat el Moilah" the Caftle,~ or Sta.-
tion of Water .. 

WE had iL d thi day about twenty-oru feagu s, and" 
as w had very fair and fine we ther, and were under no 
lore of concern wha ever, I co ld not ne IcC\: attending to. 
the difpofi ion of th fe ifiands, in a very 1: ndid map late
ly ubliili d. They ar~ ar i d t: Q far into the Gul 

THE 13th, the Rais ha ing, in the night, remedi d wha 
was faulty in his velfel, fet fail about fj ven o'cloCKt in the 

orning. We paiTcd a conical hill on the land, aIled 
Aboll Jubbc, where is the fepukhre of a faint of thatnameo, 
The Inountains hear at a confid rable diftance ; and no
thing can be more defolate and bar than the coafr. In 

( 

the 
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the afternoon, we came to an anchor at a place called Kc1-
la Clirega, after having paifed an ifland called Jibbel Nu
man, about a league from the ihore. By the fide of this 
fuoal we caught a quantity of go d fiili, and a great num
ber alfo very beautiful, and perfeCtly unknown, but which, 
wh n roafted, ilirank away to nothing except !kin, and 
when boiled, diffolved into a ind of blueiih glue. 

ON the 14th, t1 e wind was variable till near ten o'clock, 
after which it became a little fair. At twelv it was as fa
vourable as we c uid willi; it blew however but faintly. 
We paffed f1rft by one iUand furrounded by breakers, and 
then by three mor and anchored clofe to the iliore, at a 
place called Jibbe1 Shekh, or the Mountain of the Saint. 
Her I refo vcd to take a walk on ihore to ftretch Iny limb~ 
and fee if I CQuld ·procure an game, to afford us fon e va
riety of food. I had my gun loaded with ball, when a vail: 
flock of gooto got up before me, not five hundred y.ards 
frOln the :!hore. As they lighted very near me, I lay down 
among the bent grafs, to draw the h ge, and load with 
fmall iliot. hile I ,vas doing thi , I faw two antelopes, 
which, by tl ei mann r of walking and ·feeding, did not 
feern to be frightened. I return d mv balls into the guo, 
and r folv d to be clOD' alnong he bent, till they ihould 
appear before Il1e. 

I lIAD been quiet for fo e Dlinutes, ,vhen I heard behind 
inc fomething Iik.c pet-fon breathing, on w hieh I turned 
about, and, ot w" thout great furprii1 , and fome little ~ ar, 
faw a man, ftanding juft over me. I ftarted u ,'while the 
man, wh had a lit Ie frick nly in his hand, ran two or . . 
tllr e fieps backwards, and then flood, He as alrnoft per-

Ii 11. 2 fecUy 
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fecUy riaked: he had half a yard of coarfe rag onlywrapi 
round his middle, and a crooked knife ftuck in it. I aiked 
him who he was? He faid he was an Arab belonging to 
Shekh Abd el Macaber. I then deiired to know wher his 
mafter was? He replied, he was at the hill a little above, 
with camels that were going to Yambo. He then, in. his : 
turn, aiked who I was t I told him I was an Abyffinia flav; · 
of the ShelTiffe of Mecca, was going to Cairo by fea, but wifu-
d mu<:h to fpeak to his ma1ler,.if he would' go and bring 

him. The favage went away with great willingnefs, and 
h e no fooner difappeared, than I fet out a-s quiCkly as polli
ble to the boat, and we got her hauled out b yond the 
ihoals, where we paffed th ni hr. We faw aft-erwards dif
tinetly about fifty men, and t:hree or four camels; the men 
made feveral figns to us, bu t we were perfeCtly content with 
the difiance that was between u , and fought no more to 

kill antelopes in. the neighbourhood of Sidi Abd el Maca
ber. 

I W OULD not have it ima-gined,. that my cafe was abfe-
lu telydcfperate, even if I had b en kn wn as a CI riftian, and 
fallen in to the h and of th fe Arabs, of Arabia Deferta, or 
Arabia Petrea, fupp fi 0 be the moil: barbarous people in 
the world, as ineL cd t ey probably are. ofpitality, and 
attend n to one's w rd, feem in thefe countries to be in pro
portion to the degree in which the peopl ar favage. A v ry 

afy method is known, and followed ith conftant fuccefs 
by all the Chriilians trading to the R d Sea from Suez to 

J idda, to fave th emfelv s if thrown 0 the co of Arabia. 
Any man of coniideration from any tribe among the Arabs,. 
comes to Cairo, gives his name and defignattion to th Chrif
tian failor, and receives a very fmall J?r fcnt~ which is re-

pealed 
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peated annually if he perforI\ls fo often the voyage. And 
'for this the Arab .pIX)mifcs the ChFiftian his protection, 
1hould he ever be fo unfortunate as to be fuipwreeked on 
their eoaft .. 

THE Turks are very bad feamen, and lofe many fhips; 
the greateft pa.n of the crew are therefore Chriftians; when 
a ve1fel ftrikes, or is aihore, the Turks are all maifacred it 
they cannot make their way good ,by force; but the .chrif-
iaIls prefent themfelves to the Arab-, rying Fiarduc, which 

means, ' we are under immediate prot ction.' If they are afk
ed, who is their Gaifeelr, oX! Arab, with whom they are in 
friendihip? They anfwer, Mahomet Abdelcader is our Gaf. 
feel', or any orh r. If he is not there, you are told he is 

bfent Co many days journey off, or any diftance. 'Ihis ac
q uaintance or neighbour, then helps. you,. to fave what you 
have frbm the wreck, and one 0 tl -em with his laneCl 
draws a circle, large enough to hold you and yours. Ha 
then fticks hi lane in the fand, bids you abide within that 
(ir Ie, and goes and brings your Gaffeer, with what camels 
you want, and this Gaffecl' is obliged, b-y rules known only 
to thelnfelves, to carry you for nothing, or very little, where
ever you go, and to furniQ-L you with provifions aU the way: 
Within that circle yo . are as fafe on the defert coaft of Ara .. 
bia, as in a citadel ; there is no example or e .. ception to the 
ontrary that has ever y t been known. There are ma.ny 

Arabs, who, from fituation, near dangerous thoal or waees-, 
where !lrips often periih (as b tw~en Ra Mah~met and Ras 
Selah, * Dar el anlra, and. fome others) have p rhaps fifty 

or 

• 
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or a hundred Chriftians, who have bee fo p 'oteCl:ed: 0 

that hen this Arab marries a daughter, he gives perha ps 
his revenue from four or five proteCted Ch.riftians,as part 
of his daughter's portion. I had, at that very time, a G f
feer, called Ibn Talil, an Arab of Harb tribe, and I 1hould 
have been detained perhaps tIll" e days till he came from 
near Medina, and carri d me (had I been thipwrecked) to 
Yambo, wher I was going. 

ON the I5th we came to an anchor at E1 Har*, wher 
we faw high, craggy, and broken mountains, called the 
Mountains of Ruddua. Thefe abound with fprings of wa
ter; all ' fort of Arabian and African fruits gro here in per
feCtion, and every kind of vegetable th t they will take 
the pains to cultivate. It is the paradife of the people of 
Yambo; thofe of any fubftanc hav · country houfe there; 
but, firange to tell, they ftay ther but for a iliort time, and 
prefer the bare, dry, and burning fands about Yambo, to one 
of the fineft climates, and moil: v I'd ant pleafant countries, 
that exifts in t world. Th peopl of th place hav told 
me, that water fr ezes there in win er, and that there are 
forne of the inhabitants who have red hair, and blue eyes, . 
a thing fcarcely ever feen but i the coldeft mountains in 
the Eaft. 

T H E 16th, about ten 'clock, we paffi 1 a Inofque, or 
She h's tomb on th m ain land, on ur left hand, call d 
Ku bbet Yamb , and b fore eleven we anchored in th Inouth 

of 

'" 
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of the port in deep water. Yambo, corruptly called Imbo, 
is an ancient city, now dwindled to a pauItryvillage. PtOlemy 
calls it Iambia Vicus, or the village Yambia; a proof it was 
of no great importance in his time. But after the conqueft 
of Egypt under Sultan Selim, it became a valuable fiation, 
for fupplying their conquefts in Arabia, with warlike fiores, 
from Suez, and for the importation of wheat from Egypt to 
their garrifons, and the holy places of Mecca and Medina. 
On this account, a large caftle was built there by Sin.an Ba
ilia; for the ancient Yambo of Ptolemy is not that which is 
called fo at this day. It is fix miles farther fouth; and is 
called Yambo el Nachel, or, ¥ambo among the palm-trees; 
a great quantity of ground being there covered with this 
forr of plantation .. 

Y AMBO, in the language' of the country, :Lignifies a foun 
1!ain or {pring, a very copious one of excellent water being 
found there among the da e trees, and it is one of the fia .... 
tions of the Emir adje in guing to, and cOIning from Mec
ca. The advantage of the port, ho vel', 'which the other 
has not, and the proteCtion of the caftl , have carried tra 
ding veifel to the modern Yambo, where there is no water, 
but what is brought from pools dug on purpofe to re lV 

the rain when it falls .. 

THERE aTe two hundred janiffaries in the caftle, the def~ 
~endents of thofe' brought thither by Sinan Baiha; who· 
have fucceeded their fathers, in the way I have obferved·they 
did at Syen :, and, indeed, in all the conquefts in Arabia, 
and Egypt .. Th inhabitants of Yambo are defervedly r ck-

4, oned 
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o d * the moil: barbarous of any upon the Red Sea, and 
the janiffaries keep pace with them, in every ki d of malice 
and violence. W did not go aihore all that day, becaufi 
we had heard a number of !hots, and had received intelli
gence from !hore, that the janilfaries and town's people, 
for a week, had been fighting together; I was very unwil. 
ling to interfere, wuhing that they might have all leifure 
to extirpate one another, if poffible; and my Rais feemed 
moil: heartily to join me in my wiihes. 

IN the evening, the captain of the port came on <board, 
and brought two janiffaries with him, whom, with fome dif
ficulty, I fuffered to enter the v.effeL The~r firft demand 
was gun-powder, which I pofitively refufed. I then aiked 
them how many were killed in the eight days they had 
been engaged? They an.Ew red, with (orne indi erence, not 
many, about a hundred every day, or a few lefs or more, 
chi fly Arabs.. \\' e h rd afterwards" when we came on 
:!hore, one only had been wounded, and that a foldier, by a 
fall from his horfe. T y infifted upon br~ging the vef ... 
fcl into the pOrt; but I told them, on the contrary, that h.a ... 
ving no bufinefs at Yambo, and being by no means under 
the guns of their caftle, I was at liberty to put to fea with. 
out coming aihore at all; t lerefore, if they did not leave us, 
as the wind was favourable, I would fail, and, by force, earry 
th m to Jidda. The j aniifaries began to talk, as their cuftom is, 
in a very bluftering and warlike tone; but I, who knew my 
intereft at Jidda, and th for.ce in my own hand; that my 

veffel 

• Vide Irvine's letter.; 
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lVeffei was afloat, and could be under weigh in an inItant, 
never was lefs difpofed to be bullied, han at that moment. 
They aiked me a thoufand queftions, whether I was a Ma
maluke, whe,th. r I ,was a 'Turk, or whether I was an Arab, 
and why I did not giv,e ,them fpirits and tobacco? To all 
which I anfw:ered, only., that they ihould know to-morrow 
who I was; hen I ordered the Emir Bahar, the captain of 
the port., . to carry them aihore at his peril, or I would tak~ 
their. arms irOln them, and confine them on board all night. 

THE .Rais ave th captain of the port a private hint, t~ 
take care ·what they did, for they might lofe their lives; 
and that private caution, underftood in a different way per
haps than was Ineant, had effect upon'.the foldiers, to make 
them withdraw immediately. When they went away, I 
begged the mir Bahar to make my compiimerrts to his 
mafters, H~ifan ' and Huffein, Agas, tID know what tim I 
iliould wait u on them to-morrow; and defired him, in 
the mean tim , to keep his foldiers aihore, as ! was not dif
po£ d to be troubled with their infoLcnct!. 

SOON after they went, W 1 ard agrea:t 'firing, and faw 
lights aU over tl e tOwn; and the Rats pro} fed 0 me to 

11'p immediat ly, and fet fail, from which m afur I was not 
at aU a erie. But, as he fai , w had a b tt r anchori -g 
place H1der the ofq Ie, of the Shekh, and, befid s, that 
&here we w uld be in a place of fafety, by aJon of the hO
linefs of t1 e faint, a d that at our ()wn 'choi ~ might ev n 
put to fea in a moment, or ftay till to....morrow, as we w re 
·1 no fon of oubt of being able to T pel, force by force, if 
attacked, we got und~r weigh for a few hundred yards, 

YOLo L • Ii and , 
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and dropt our anchor under the fhrine of one of the grea ... 
eft faints in the ' world. 

AT night the firing had abated, the lights dimini1hed, . 
and the captain of the port again came on board. He was 
furprifed at miffing us at our former anchoring pI e, and 
frill more-{o, when, on our hearing the noife f his oars, .w 
hailed, and forbade him to advance any neaTer; till h 
ihould tell us how many he had on board, or whether he 
had foldiers or not, otherwife we iliould fire upon them: to 
this he anfwer d, that there were. only himfelf, his boy, and 
three officers, fervants to th Aga. I replied, that three 
ftrangers were to many at that time of the night, but, 
fince they were orne from the Aga, they might advance .. 

ALL our peop! were fitting tOgether armed ~I1 the fore
part of the velfel; I [; on divined th y intended us no 

# 

harm, for they gave us the falute Salam .Alicum! before they 
were within ten yards of us. I anfwer d with great com
plac ncy; we hand d them on board, . and £ t them down 
upon deck. The three officers were genteel young men, 
f a fickly app,earance, dre.ffed in the fafhion of the connt-

11', il long burnoofes loofely hanging' about them, ' fhip
l!d with r d flnd white; hey wore a turban f ed, green, 
iLnd white, with ten thoufand taffels ' and fringes hang
ing do" n to the fmall of their back. They l1ad in their 
han , a h,.a il1.orr javelin, the !haft not above four feet and 

half long, \'ith an iron head about nine inches, and two . 
or three i on hooks below the ihaft, which was bound 
l'O' lncl. with hraD -wire, in feveral places, and iliod wjth ir 11 

th e f arthcl' end. 

I T1IEY 
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'THEY a!ked me where I came from? I faid, from Confian
tinople, laft from Cairo; but begged they would put no 
more queftions to me, a I was not at liberty to anfwer them. 
They [aid they had orders from their mafters to bid n~e wel
come, if I was the perfon that had been recOlnmended to 
t4em by the Sherriffe, and was Ali Bey's phyfician at Cairo. 
1 [aid, if Metical Aga had advifed them of that, then I was 
the man. They replied he had, and were come to bid m 
welcome, and attend ·mc on {hore to their Inafiers, w hen
ever I plcafed. I begged them to carry my humble refpecrs 
to their mafters ; and told them, though I did not doubt of 
their proteCtion in any ihape, y t I could not think it confifi
ent with ordinary prudence, to rifk myfclf at ten o'clock at 

night, in a town fo full of diforder as Yambo appeared to have 
been for fome time, and where fo little regard was paid to 
difcipline or command, as to fight with one another. They 
faid that was true, and I might do as I pleafed; hut the firing 
that I had heard did not proceed from fighting, but from 
their rejoicing upon making pea .e. 

IN {hort, we found, that, upon fome difcuffion, the gar
rifon and townflnen had been figh~ing for fcveral days, ill 
which diforders. the greateft part of the ammunition in the 
town 1 ad beellcxpended, but it had fince been agre d on 
by th old men of both parties, that no body had been to 
lame on' either fide, but the whole wrong was the work of' 

a Came~~ .A camel, therefore, was feized, and brought wlth
Qut the town, and there a number on both fides having met 
th y upbraided the camel with every thing that had been 
either faid or done. The camel had killed men, he had 
thr atened to fet the town on fire; the CLlmel had threatened 

. to bur~ the" Aga's houfe, and the caftle; he had curfed the 
I i a Grana 



, rand Signior, and the Sherriffe of M cca, 'the foveretgns 
f the two parties; and, the only thing rhe p or animal 

was interefted in, be had rhreateneu,; w cleilTO}, the wheat 
that was going to Mecca. Aft r hav.ing fpent· gr at part f 
the afternoon in upbraidin o- the camel, whofe meafur of illJoo 
iquity, it fcem , was near,full, each·man thruft him thro 19l1 
with a lance, devoting him Diis ,maltibus '& Diris, by a ind of 
prayer, and with a .. thoufand curfes upon his h ead. _ Aft r 
whi h" eery man retired, fully fatisued as to the wrong& . 
he ,hadrec.eiv.ed from the camel •. 

THE reader will eafily obferve in tIl' , fome tFa'Ces 'or th<! 
*azazel, or fcape-goat: of the ]ews-, which ·was turn d out 
into the wildernefs, loaded with the fins of th peopl . . 

N EXT morning {went· to the palace, as we call it, in ·which 
were fom . very handfome apartments. There was .a guard 
of janiifaries at the door, who, being warriors, lately com<t 
from the bi dy battle with the camel., did .not fail to ihew 
marks of infolence, whi.ch they wiihed to be miftaken for · 

urage. 

THE two Agas were fitting on a high ·ben 11 upon PerfiaJl I 
carpets; and ab ut forty well-dl'eifed and well-looking m n, . 
(tnany 0 them old)ditting on ,carpet upon- the. floor, in.a . 

mi-circle round them. They behaNed with great polite+ 
neSs and attention, and afk.ed no quefiions but general ones; 
s, How the {ea.agreed with me? If,there w.as plenty at Cairoi 

till : 

, "-

,. Levit.. cl\ap. xvi. vel', 5,~ 



• (1" 
• 

\ 

THE SOU· R C r. 0 F THE 1'\ 1 L E. 2=5"1 

till I was going away, when the youngefr of the Agas in
quired, with 4 feeming d gree of diflidence, \Vhethcr Ma
homet Bey Abou Dahab, wa ready to Inar h? As 1 knew 
well what thi~ quefiion m eant, I anf wered, 1 know not if 
he is ready, he has ll1ade great preparations. The or-her Aga 
faid, I hope you will be a m eifenger. of peac ? I anfwcred, 
I intreat you to afk me no queil:iuns ; I h ope, by the grac of 
God, all will go well. Every perfon prefent applauded the 
fpeech; agr ed to refpeCT: my 1ecret; as they fuppo[ed ·r had 
one, m: d they all were inclined to believe, that l.was a man 
in the confidence of Ali Bey, and that his hoIbie dcfigns 
againft Mecca were laid afide: this was jufi. what I wifhecl 
them to fuppoii ; for it fecured me againft ill-ufage all the 
time -I choli · to flay there; and of thi. 111ad a proof in t11£ 

inftant, for a very good houfe was provided for 111e by the 
Aga, and~a man...of his' fent . to .!hew me to it .. 

I WOND"ER ED the Rais ha<.i" not ·come home with me; who, 
in a out half an hour after I had got int my houfe, cam~ 
and told m ,that, when , the -captain of the boat came on 
bard the firft ime with th two'foldiers, le h",d put a. note, 
which they cal:l tiftera, into his hand, preffing h im into the 
Sherriffe's fervice, to carry wheat to Jidda, and, with the 
wh at, a number of. -poor pilgrims ,that w re going to. Mec a 
at the Sherriffi' xpence.· Finding u ) howe v r, out f tha 
harbour, and; .p Cling from · our· mann rand caJiriage 
to ~ards the janiffaries·, that we were pe pIe ··w 0 knew what 

had . to trHft to, he had taken the two ii ldiers a..ihor 
with .him, who wer by no means fond of their rec ption, 
or inclined to fray in fuch . omp~ny.; and, indeed, our. drcifes 
aad appearances in the boat were fully as likely to make 
ft.ran~ers believe we fuould rob them,-as theirs were to im- ·· 

2 ~ prefs:. 
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prefs us with an apprehenfion that they w0u1d rob us. The 
Rais faid alfo, that, after nly audien , the Ag a had cal 
upon hiln, and taken away the tflkera, telling him he was 
free, and to obey nobody but nlC; and fent lne one of his 
ferval1ts to fit at the door, with ord rs to admit nobody but 
whonl I pleafed, and that I might not be troubled with the 
people of Yambo. 

HITHERTO all was well; but it had been with me an ob
fervation, which had conftantly held good, that too profper
ous beginnings in thefe c01.mtries always ended in ill at the 
laft. I was therefore refolved to ufe my profperity with 
great temperance and caution, make myfelf as ftrong, and 
ufe my ftr ngth as litt! , as it was pollible for me to do. 

THERE was a man of cOllfiderablc weight in Aleppo, 
named '* Sidi Ali Tarabolouffi, who was a great friend of Dr 
Ruffel, our phyfician, through who~ I became acquainted 
with him. He was an intimate friend and acquaintanc of 
the cadi of Medina, and had given me a letter to him, 
recommending me, in a very particular manner, to his pro
teCtion and fervices. I inquired about this perfon, and was 
told he was in town, directing the diftribution of the corn 
to be fent to his capital. Upon my inquiry, the news were 
carried to him as foon almoft a~ his name was uttered; on 
which, being defirous of knowing what fort of man I was, 
about eight o'clock in the evening he fent me a meffage, 
and, immediately after, I received a vifit from him. 

I W.A 

• Native of Tripoli : it is Turki • 
r 
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I WAS putting my telefcopes and time-keeper in order, 
and had 'forbid admittance to anyone; but this was fa holy 
and fa dignified a perfon, that all doors were open to him. 
He obferv d m.e working about the great telefcope and 
quadrant in my !hirt, for it was hot beyond conception upon 
the fmalleft exertion. Without making any apology for the 
intrufion at all, he broke out into exclamation, how lucky 
he was! and, without regarding me, he went from telcfcope 
to clock, from clock to quadrant, and from that to the ther
mometer, crying, Ah tibe, ah tibe! This is fine, this is fine! 
He fcarcely looked upon me, or feemed to think I was worth. 
his attenti n, but touched every thing fa carefully, and 
handled fo properly the brafs cover of the alidade, which 
inclofed the horfe-hair with the plummet, that he feemed 
to be a man more than ordinarilyverfed·in the ufe of aftro~ 
nomical infiruments. , In iliort, not to repeat ufeleii matter 
to the reader, I found he had ftudied at ConHantinople, un
derftood the principles of- geometry very tolerably, was ma- , 
fter of Euclid fo far as it r gal'ded plain . trigonometry ; the ' 
demonftrations of which he rattled off fo rapidly, that it 
was iInpoffible. to follow, or to underftand him. H , knew 
nothing of fpherics, and all his aftronomy refolved itfelf at 
laft into maxims of judicial aftrology, iirft and fe ond h ufes . 
of the planets and afce~ldancies" very much .in _ the ft Ie of.,' 
common almana.cks .. 

HE defir d ' that Iny dOO1 might De ' open to him a~ all 
tir.nes, . efp cially when I made ohfel'vations ; he alfo knew 
perfeCtly the divifion of our. clocks, ,and 'begged he migh 
count tilne for mc. AlI ,this was .eafilY' granted).and.I had 

om him, what was moR u{i ful; a hiftory of the fituation 
. thc" govetnment . of the place, by which I learned, 

.1: that 
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at t e tw y ung men (the 'governors) ere £laves of the 
S lerriffe of M ca; tbat it was 'impoffible for any 'one, the 
m ft intimat with them, to 'tell which of the two ' was 
. oft bafe or profligat ; that they would have robbed us 
all of the laft fArthing, if they had not been reftraincd by 

ar; and that there was a foreign r, or a frank, very lately 
g ing to India, WllO had ,difappear d, but, a he b l' ved, had 
b en privately put to death in prifon, for h had never 
;tfter been he I'd oE 

. THOUGH I cannot fay I reliihed this account, yet I put on 
'he very beft face poffible, "Here, in a garrifon town, (aid 
I, with very worthlefs ii Jdier , they Iillght·do what they 
pleafed with fix or ii ven firangers, but I do not fear them; 
I now tell them, and the p ople of Yambo, all and each of 
them, they had b tter b in th ir bed fi f the plagu , than 
touch a hair f my dog, i I bad one." "And fo, fays he 
they know, th refore r it and rej ice, and fray as long with 
us as you an." "As iliort time as poffible, faid I, Sidi Ma
hom t; al hough I d not fear wick d people, I don't love 
hem fo much as to flay long with them." 

E then aik d me a favour, that I would allow my Rai 
tarry a q ntityof wb at for him to Jidda; which I wil
lingly permit d, upon c ndition, t1 at .he would ord r but 
'one man to go long with i ; on whi h he declared folemn-
1)', tl a none but 0l1J fhould go, and that I might thrflw 

him even into the /en, if he behaved improperly. How-
yer, aftcrward5 he feot three; and one who deferved df

ten to be throWl1 into the flo, as he had permitted. "Now 
friend, faid T, I have done very thing tl at you have dcfi
,re 1, though favour ' lhould have begun W.l.t yo 1 upon 

your 
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-Oll own principle, as I am the fhanger. Now, what I have 
to aik; you is this,-Do you know the Shekh of Beder Hu~ 
l1ein 1 KnoW' him! fays he, I am married to his filter, a 
daughter of Harh; he is of the trib of Harb." "Harb be 
it then (faid I) your trouble will he the lefs; then yo~ are to 
fend a. camel to your brother-in-law, who will procure In 
the larg fi, and moft perfeCt plant pollible of the Balfam of 
Mecca. He is not to break the fiem, not even the branches, 
but to pack it entire, with fruit and flower, if pomble, and 
wrap it in a mat." He looked -cunning, lhrllgged up his 
ilioulders, dr w up hi mouth, and putting his finger to his 
nofe, faid, "Enough, I know all about this, you fhall find 
what fort of a man I am, I am no fool, as you fhall fee." 

I RECEIVED this the third da at dinner, but the flower 
if there had becn any) wa.s rubbed off. The fruit was in 

feveral ftages, and in g eat perfection. The drawing, and 
defcription from thi ·plant, will, I hope, for ever aviate 
all difficulty about its hiftory. He fent me, likewife, a quart 
bottle of the pure balfam, as it had flowed that y ar f 'om 
the tree, with which I have verified what the old botaniil:s in 
their writings have faid of it, in its feveral ftages. H told 
me a1fo the circumftances I have related in my defcription of 
the balfam, as a the gathering and preparing of he feveral 

inds of it, and a 'urious an cdote as to its origin. He faid 
the plant as no part of the creation of Go.d in the fix days, 
but t at, in the laft of three very bio dy battles, which a
hornet fought with th noble Arabs of Harb, and his kinf. 

VOL. I. K k men 

• Sec the atticle BalelTan in the Appendix. 
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men the Beni Koreiih, then Pagans at Beder Hunein, that 
Mahomet prayed to God, and a grove of alfaro-trees grew 
up from the blood of the flain upon the field of battle; and,. 
that with the balfam thac flowed from th m he touched 
the wounds e en of thofe that were dead, and all thofe pr ,
deftined to be good Mt!llulmen afterwards, immediately cam 
to life. "I hope, faid I, friend, that the other things you 
told me of it, are fully as true as this, for th y will other-
wife laugh at me in England." "No, no, fays he, not half 
[0 true, nor a quarter [0 true, there is nothing in the world 
10 certain as this." But his looks, and hi laughing very 
heartily, iliewed me plainly he knew b tter, as indeed moa 
of theln do. 

IN the evening, efore we depart d, about nine 0' lock" 
1 had an unexpected ifit from the youngeft of the two 
Agas; who, after many pretended complaints of :ficknefs, 
and injunctions of fecr cy, at lail: modqlly requefted m to 
gi,' hiln fame flow poifon, that might kill his brother, with ut 
f Ifpicion, and a t r fome time ihould elap£. I told him" 
fueh pr pofals were not to be made to a Inan like me; hat 
all [he gold, and all the £lIver in th world, would not cn
gary me to poifon the poorefl: vagrant in the !treet, fuppo
jing it nev r was t be fufpe ed, r kno ;vn but to Iny own 
heart. All he [a.id, wa , "Then your manner are not the 
fume as oun."--I anfwer d, dryly, "Mine, I thank God,. ar 
no ," and fo we parted. 

Y. \1no, or at leaft the pr fent town of that name,.! found" 
. hy many obfervation of the fun and .£lars, to be in latitu e 

24" 3' 35" north, and in long. 380 16' 301l aft f1' nl tIl meri
<lian of Greenwich. The barometer, at its highcft, on the.23d 

of 
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of April, was 'It 8', and, the loweft on the 27th, was 20° I I'. 
The thermometer, on the 24th of April, at twO o'clock in 
the afternoon, ftood at 91°, and the loweft was 66° in the 
morning of the 26th of fame month. Yambo is reputed 
very unwholefome, but there were no epidemical difeafes 
when I was there. 

THE many delays of loading the wheat, the defire of 
doubling the quan ity I had pennitted, in which both the Rais 
and my friend the cadi confpired for their mutual intereft, 
detained me at Yambo all the 27th of April, very much u
gainft my inclination. For I was ndt a little uneafy at 
thinking among what banclitti I lived, whofe daily wiih was 
to rob and murder me, from which. they were reftrained 
by fear only; and this, a fit of drunkennefs, 01' a piece of 
bad news, fuch as a report of Ali Bey's death, Inight remove 
in a moment. Ind d we were allowed to want nothing. 
A iheep, fame bad beer, and fome very good wheat-bread, 
were delivered to us every day from the Aga, which, with 
dates and honey, and a variety of pI' {i nts frOlu thofe that 
I attended as a phyfician, made us paD our tilne comfort
ably eno:ugh; we went frcq uently in' the boats to iiili at 
fea, and, as I had brought with me three fizgigs of differ
ent fizes, with the pr p r lines, I feldom r turned without 
kiJling four Or llV dolphins. The fport with the line was 
likcwife excellent. We caught a nUluber f beautiful fill! 
from the very houfe where we lodgd, and fom few good 
ones. Vole had vinegar in plenty at Yalnbo; onions, and 
fcveralot er greens, frol .. Raddua; and, being all cooks" we 
lived well. 

Kk2 
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the 1. th of April, in the morning~ I f.uled ith a: c 
go of whea.t that did n t belong to me, and thr paffc ng r 
inftead of one, for whom only I had uneL riaken. The wind 

fair, and I faw one advantag of all wing rh ais to 
cad, as, that he w d rmined to carry fail to mak a- .\ 

mends for the delay. Th re was a tumbling, diu gr abI ' 
fwell, and the wind feemed dying away~ One of our paf
fengers was very fick. At his requeft, w ancho d at 
Djar, a round {mall port, whofe entrance is at the north-eail: 
It is about thr fathom de throughout, unlefs juft upon 
the fouth fide, and perfectly ih It red fr m eery wind. We 
faw her, for th firft tinlC, fev ral plants of rack tree, grow
ing confider bly within the fea-mar ,in me place ith 

o feet of water upon th trunk. I found the latitud 0 

Djar to be 23° 36' 9" Donh. The mountains of Beder Hu~ 
nein \vere S. . W. of us. 

THE 29th, at fiv o'clock in the morning, w failed from' 
Djar. At 'ght, we paill d a fmall cape called * Ras el Him
ma; and the wind turning frill mor frefu, w paffi d a kind 
of har our called aib ed, where th r is an anch ring 
plac named E1 Ol"ma. h fun wa in th meridian whe 
w paired t . s; and I found, by obfervation, E1 Honna was 
in lat. 23° 0 ' 30" n h. At ten we pilled a mountain , 
land called Soub; at two, the fmall port of Muftur , unde!: 

mo ntain I ofe nam is Hajoub; at 1 alf paft four w 
came to an anchor at a place called Harar. The wind had! 
been contrary all the night, bein& fouth-caft, and rathe 

fre1h· • 

,. Cape Fever-., 

. , 

• \ . 
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Irelh; we thought, too, we 'perceived a C1.trrent fetting {hong .. 
ly to the weftward. 

ON the 30th -we failed at eight in the morning, but the 
wind was unfavourab1e, and we made little way. We were 
furrounded with a great many iharks, fome of which feeIu-, 
ed to be large. Though I had no line but u pon the fmall 
nzgigs for dolphins, I could not refrain frolTl a tctnpting 
0ne of the la.rgeft, for they were fo bold, that fome of them, 
we thought, intended to leap on board~ I ftruck one of the 
moft forward of theIn, juft at the joining of the neck; but 
as we were not praCtifed enough in laying our line, fo as to 
run out without hitching, he leaped above two feet out of 
the water, then plunged down with prodigious violence, 
and our lin taking hold of fomething ftandin g in the way, 
the cord fnapped afunder, and away went the fhark. All 
the others difappeareo in an infiant; but the Rais faid, as 
£oon as they f~elled the biood, rhey would not l'eave the 
wounded one, till they had torn him to pieces. I was truly 
forry for the lofs of Iny tackle, as the two orh rs were real
ly liker harpoons, and not fo manageable. But the Rais" 
whom I had ftudied to keep in very good. humour,. and had 
lJefriended in every thing, was an old harpooner in the 
Indian Ocean, and he pulled out from his hold a compleat 
apparatus. He flOt only had a {mall harpoon like my !ira, 

. but better confl:rl.lCted. He had, likewift, £ veral hooks 
witlliong chains and lines, and a wheel with a long hair 
line to it, like a fmall windlafs, to which be equally fixed'. 
the line' of the harpoon, and thoft of the hooks. 1 his was 
a coniplinlent he faw I too very kindly, and did' not 
doubt it would be rew:lJ:ded in the proper time . .. 
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THE wind freiliening and turning fairer at noon we 
brought to, within fight of Rabac, and at one o'clock an
chored there. Rabac is a [mall port in lat. 22° 35' 30" north. 
The entry is E. N. E. and is about a quarter of a mile broad. 
The port extends itfelf to the eaft, and is about two miles 
long. The mountains are about three leagues to the north, 
and the town of Rabac about four miles north by eail: from 
the ntrance to the harbour. We remained all day, the :firft 
of May, in th port,luaking a drawing of the harbour. The 
night of our ancl oring there, the Emir Hadje of the pilgrims 
from Mecca encamped about three miles off. yv e heard 
his evening gun. 

THE pa1Tcngers that had been llck, now infifted upon go
ing to fee the :Iadje; but as I knew the confequence would 
be, that a number of fanatic wild people would bc down 
upon u s, I told him plainly, if he went from the boat, he 
fhould not again be received; and that we would haul out 
of the port, and anchor in the offing; this kept him with 
u. But all nco t day he was in very bad humour, repeat ... 
ing frequel tly, to himfelf, tlla he d Ii rv d all this for em .. 

arking with infidels. 

TU E P ople came down to us from Rahac with "vater 
n1d ons, a ld i1 in., full of wat r. All:£hi s n1ay be fup
pl ied hcre pI ntifully from ells near the town; the wa
ter is not bad. 

Tn · country is lcyc], and feclningly uncultivated, bu 
has not fo de [crt a I ok as about Yambo. I fhould fufpc 
by irs appear !'lce, and the frcihnefs of its water, that it 

rain d . , 



I 

THE. SOU R CEO F THE. NIL 'E. 163 

rained at times in 'the mountains here, for we were now 
confiderably within the tropic, which paires very nea ~ Ras 
el Himma, whereas Rabac is half a degree to the fJut!l ... 
ward. 

ON the 2d, at five o'clock in the morning, we failed from 
Rabac, "\yith a very little wind, fcarcely making two knots 
an hour. 

AT half pail: nine, Deneb bore eafl: and by fouth frum us. 
This place is known by a few palm-trees. The port is 
fmall, and very indifferent, at leaft for fix months of the 
year, becaufe it lies open to th fouth, and there is a pro
digious fw 11 here. 

AT one o'clock we paffed an illand call d Halnmel, a~ 
bout a mile olf; a t the fame_ time, another illand, El Me
miik, b re eaft of us, about three miles, where there is good 
anchorage. 

AT three and three quarters, we paffed an illand called 
Gawad, a nlile and a quart r :{; uth-eaR: of us. The main 
bore likewife fouth- aft, Jifl:ant fomething more than a 
league. \Vc he 'e hanged our courfe from fouth to \\! .. W. 
and tit four o'cloi.k came to an anchor at the fmall if1.1.Ud of 
Lajack. 

THE 3d, we failed at half pall: four in the morning, our 
courfe N". S. N'. but it fell calm; after having ade b ut a 
leagu ,we found ourfdves off Ras Hatcba, or the Wo ely 
Cape, whi 1 bore due eafl: of us. After doubling the cape, 

4 the 
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th wind freihening, at four o'clock in the afternoon we 
anchored in the port of Jidda, dofe upon the key, where 
the officers of the cuftom-hollfe immediately took poffeffion 
of our baggage. 

CHAP. 
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"c HAP. XI. 

'OcCtlrf'enCCI at Yidda-V"!fit of the Pizir-Alarm of the 'Fdt1ory-.::crea 

,Civility of the EngliJh tradil1g from Iizdia'--p"iygamy-Opinioft oJ 
Dr Arbuthllot illlOunded-Colltrary to &c!fon and .Expcriencc-J 

Leave Jidda. 

T HE 'Port of Jidda is a very extenfive one, confifting of 
nUlnberlefs :£hoals, fmall ifiands, and funken rocks, 

with channels, however, ' etweea them, and deep water. 
\tou are very fafe in Jidda harbour, whatever wind blows, 
as there are numberlefs :£hoals which prevent the water 
from, ever being put into any general motion; and you rna y 
m or head and ftern, with twenty anthors otit if you p1eaf . 
But the dang I' <:>£ being loll, I ' con eive, lies in the going in 
and coming out of the harbour. Indeed the obfervatioll 

ere verified, the more dangerous the port, the abler the ,pi 

, and no accidc lts evcr hap.p 

a'lIERE i a draught of the harbour or Jidda 1 and d about 
among the Engliih f I' Inany year, very ina ~curat 1y, and 
'Very i1l1ai down, frOlu what authorit 1 kn w not, oft n 
<ond Inned, but never corrected; as alfo a p 'etended chart 

tll upper part of tl elf, fr m Jidda to Mocha, full . f 
foundings. As I was ,fon1e month at Jidda, k.~ dly ent r-

• / VOL. l .L 1 taincd 
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tained, and had abundance of time, Captain Thornhill, ann 
fome oth r of the gentlemen t~ading thither, wifhed in 
to lnake a furvey of the harbour, and promifed me th 
affiflance of th ir offi ers, boats, and cr ws. I v ry wil
lingly undertook it to oblige them. inding afterwards, 
however, that on of their number, Captain Newland, h d, 
undert~kcn it, and that he would b hurt by my interfering, 
as he was in fome manner advanc d in the work, I gave 
up all further thoughts of th plan. He was a man of real 
ingenuity and capacity, a w 11 as very humane, well b h -
'hav d, and one to whom I had b "en indeb d for every fort 
of attention. 

GOD forgive thoD who have taken upon th m, v ry 
lately, to ingra t a number of new fo ndings \lpon thar 
miferable undle 'of rror, hat hart of the upp r p rt" 
of the Gulf f om Jidd to Mocha, which has been tom d 
abou the Red ea th D twenty y r8 nd upwards. "One 
of thefe, fin my r turn to Europe, has be n u nt to 
nle new dr ed like a bride, with all 'ts original and mor
tal fins upon its head.. I would beg lea.v to be und r
flood, that there i not in the world a man more aver[e thq.n 
I am to give offence "n to a child. It is not in th fpiri 
of criticf m I fpeak thi '" In any other cafe, I would 
have made any obfervati n at all. But he e the 11 s 
and properri s of fo many are at ftake y arly, it is a fpecies 
of tr a:G n to can cal on~'s fentiments, if th puhliihing of 
them can any way contribut to faft ty, wh tever offi nee it" 
may give to unr afonahle individuals . . 

OF all the em Is in Jidda, tWo only had their log lines 
ropCl'ly divided, and r t all were fa fond of their fUPPOD~d! 

curacy,) 
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accuracy, as to aver they had kept their courfe withhl five 
leagues, between India and Babelnlandeb. Yet they had 
made no eftimation of the currents without the * Babs, nor 
the ' different very ftrong ones foon after paffing Socotr3: .; 
their half-minute glaifes upon a medium ran 57"; they had 
made no obfervation on the tides or urrents in the Red 
Sea, either in the channel or in the inward paffage; yet 
there is delineated in this map a cour[c of Captain Newland's., 
which he kept in the middle of the channel, full of 1harp 
angles and iliort ftretches; you would think every yard 
was meafured and founded. 

To the fpurious catalogue of foundings found in the old 
chart above mentioned, there is added a double proportion 
of new, from what authority is not known; fo that from 
Mocha, to lat. 170 you have as it w re foundings every 
mile, or even lefs. 0 one can caft his eyes on the upper 
part of the map, but muft think th ed Sea one of the moft 
frequented places in the world. Yet I will a cr, without fear 
of being contradicted, that it is a characteriftic of the d 
Sea, [c,trce to have foundings in any part of the channel, 
and oft n on both fides, w hilft a1hore founding are hardly 
found a boat-length from the main. To this 1 will ad~, that 
t e is fcar e n Hland upon which I ever was, where the 
boltfprit wa not 0 er the land, while there were no found
ings by a lin heaved ov l' the ftern. I fiUft then proteft 
againft making thefe old moil: erron ous maps a founda
tion for new ones, as they can be of no ufe, but muft be of 

L 1 2 d criment • 

• 
/ •- .Thi is a .c:ommon Cailor's ph[a.~ for the Straits of Babelmandeb. 
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de rime 1t. :rvlany g od f am n f know! dge and enter../. 
prife hay be n in that {j a,. witliin,thefe E w y rs. Let the 
f )" candidly, what were their inftn lnents, what · their dif
ficulties were, wJ1ere tl cy had d ubts,' h re they fucceed.; 
ed, and whefe they w r difappointed r Were th fe kno ..: 
ledged by one,. they. would' be fpe dily taken ~p by oth rSi 

and r Ctified by. the help of mathematicians. and g od ob-
fervers on ihore, 

MR NIEBIUHl\has contributed nutch, but we lIloufd reform 
the map on both fides; though.there is a great deal don , . 
yet luuch remain frill to do. I hope th~lt my fl."iend Mr . 
DalrYlupfe, when he can afford ~time, will:give us a founda- . 
tion more prop r to build up n, han··that old rotten one, 
however changed i form,< and 'fuppofcd to have been im .. 
proved,. if ,he · r aUy has .a numbet: of obfh'Vations by him: 
that can be -relied on, otherwife it is ~ but continuing the; 
delufion and th danger._. 

P iliips of'war afterwards, th'at ke p the channel;ihalb 
co e, mann d with frout and able feam n, and expert you g' . 

fficers, p vided ~ith lin s,. glalfes, go d compafies, and· ~ 
numb oe. boats,~t~len we fhaH ' lcrlOW_ th fe foundings, at 
leafl: in . part~ A n then aKo w fhall kn w ' th truth 
what I now ad an ,viz. that ihip like. thofe elnployed : 
hitherto in trading tom India , (I anned and provided a 
the beft of th m re) were incapabl amidfr unkn wn tide 
and currents,. and going before a n1 n£ n, w.: lether {ourh ... 
ern or north rn, of knowing 'Within three leagu s h r 
anyone of them had ever drop~ his founding line, unlefs h 
was clofe on board fome ifland, ihoa!, remarkable point, or . 
in a harbQur. . , 

2 " TILl. .• 
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TiLL that time, I would a'dvife every man fai ling in th 
'cd Sea, efp cially ill tJle channel, where the pilots know 

no more than he, ro trull t his own. hand for fat' ty in tha 
minute of danger:, to heav:c the lead. at leaft every houl'~ 

keep a good look-out, and 'fuonen' a.il in a fre wind" or in 
the night-time, and' to ,coolder alllnaps: ;of the channel of 
the Arabian Gnlf,-yet made, as ,matters of , mere curiofity, 
and not fit to . tru:.A: a man's life 'to. Any captain.in de India 
:£; rvice; who had run over from 'Jidda., into the mouth of 
the ' river ' Frat and. the 'ncighb uring p It . Kiltit, w.hich 
might every year be done for L. 1 0 Stern g extra expenees, 
would do more meritorious fervice to the navigation of that 
rea, than all the foundings that. were evet et made from Jib4. . 
bel Zekir to the i:lland of Shcduan . . 

'FROM Y<itnbb to Jidda I 'had fiept littlc, making -my m~ 
moranda as full upon the [pot as pollible. I had, befides, 
an aguith diforder, whi h. vel'y~much n:oubled .me,.atld in . 
drefs and cleanHn . fs was fo like a-Gal' rrgy (01, TurkillL [ea:.
man) that the Emir; Bahar was aftonifued at 'heari g my . 
fervants fay I was an Engli1hman, at the ,time they' carried 
away an my baggage and -inftruluent to tl c cu olu-hou~ .. 
He rent his .fervant,. however, wi til' me t9 tn. Bcngal-hamfe, 
who promi£; 'd me, in broken Engliih, alI th wa , a v ry 
magnificent 'reception 'fxom: my countrym n. . pOll 1 is 

,naming aY the captaiSls . f6r 'my ~ehoice, J defir d.,to be car .. 
r~ed to a Scotcb1nan, a relation if my- OW1l, ,who was then accr
dentally lleaning pv: r~ the .rail of the . fiair-cafe, leading up 

to 
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to his apartment. I faluted him by his name; he £ 11 into 
a iol nt rage, calling me villain, tpiif, cheat, and rmegado rt{cat i 
and declared, if I offered to proceed a fiep further, he would 
throw me over ftairs. I went away without reply, his cur
fes and abufe followed me long afterwards. The fervant, 
my conduCtor, fcrewed his mouth, and ilirugged up his 
ihoul.ders. "Never fear, fays he, I will carry you to the btj! 
if them all." We went up an oppofite ftair-cafe, whilft I thought 
within my[elf, if tho[e are their India manners, I !hall keep 
my name and fituation to myfelf while I aln at Jidda. I 
ftood in 110 need f them, as rhad credit for 1000 fequins and 
more, if I iliould want it, upon Youfef Cabil;Vizir or Gover
nor of Jidda. 

I WAS conducted into a large l'Gom, where Captain Thorn
hill was fitting, in a white callieo waiftcoat, a very high
pointed white cotton night-cap, with a large tumbler of 
water before him,- feemingly very deep in thought. The 
Emir Bahar's {; rvant brought me forward by th -hand, a 
little within th door;< but I was not defi~'ous of advancing 
much farther, for fear of the falutation of being thrown 
down ftairs again. He looked very ft adily, but not ftern
Iy, at me; and deo/ed the {ervant to go away and fhut the 
door. "Sir, fa.ys he, are you an Engliihman?" --... I bowed.
" You furely-'ar fick, you iliould be in your bed, hay you 
been long fick?"--I [aid, "long Sir," and bowed.-" Are you 
wan ng a paifage to India ?"-I again bowed.-" ell, fays 
he, you look to be a man in dift r fs; if you have a fi . ret, 
I ihall refpeCt it till you plea[e to tell it me, but if you wa,nt 
a paifage to India, apply to no one bu tThornhill of the Bengal 

. merchant. Perhaps you are afraid of fomebody, if fo, aik for 
Mr Greig, my lieutenant; he will carry you on Doard myihip . 

. di 'eCU'y~, 
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directly, where you will be fafe." -" ir, faid I, I hop you 
will find me an honeft man, I ha no cnelny that I know, 
eith~r in Jidda or elfewhere, nor do lowe any man any 
thing."-" I ani fure, fays he, I am doing wrong, in keeping 
a poor man f1:anding, ho ought to be in his bed. Here! 
Philip! Philip!"-Philip appeared. "Boy," fays he, in Ornl

gue e, which, as r imaginc, he fuppofed I did not under
frand, ,, 'here is a poor Engliihman, that ihould be either in 
his bed or his grave; carry him to the cook, tell him to give 
him as much broth and n utton as he can at ; the fellow 
{eenlS to have been ftarved, but I would rather have the 
feeding of ten to India, than th burying of one at Jidda." 

PHILIP DE LA CRUZ was thefon of a Portuguefe lady, whom 
Captain Thornhill had married; a boy of great talents, and 
excellent difpofition, who carried me with great willingnefs 
to th c ok. I made as aukward a bow as I could to Capt. 
Th rnhill, and faid, , God will return this to your honour 
1i me day.' Philip carried me into a court-yard, wh re th y 
u[ed to expo[e the famples of their India goods in large 
bale. It had a portico along th eft-hand fide of it, whi h 
{eern d d figned for a flabl . To thi place I as introduced, 
and thither th.e ook brought me my dinner. S v ral of 
the ngli:l1'l from the vcffels, !afcars, and others, came in to 
look at me;. and' heard it, in g neral, agreed' alnong them, 
that I was a very thi f-like fellow, and' rtainly a Turk" 
and d-n them if tru:y fuould like to fall into my hands .. 

I FZLL fa-a ail cp upon the ma , while Philip was order
fng me anothcr aparunent.. In the mean time, fome f 
my people had £ How d the baggage to thc ullom-houfi" 

.aJld forne of t'hem ftaid on board thc boat, to prevent the
Rilfering, 
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ilfcring of what w s left. The keys had r "mained with 
m -, and the Vizir 1 ad gone to fl ep, as is ufual, about Inid .. 
day. As foon as 1 e awaked, bing greedy of his prey, he 
f 11 immediately to my baggage, wand ring that fuch a 

uantity of it, and that boxes in fuch a curiou arm, fhould 
belong to a mean man like me; he was th refor full f 
hopes, that a fine opportunity for pillag was now at hancL 
He aiked for the keysof the trunk, my fervant faid, they 
were with me, but he would.go infl:ant.ly and bring them. 
That, ho,\<"evcr, was toO long to fray; no delay could polli .. 
bly be granted. Accuft med to pilfer, they did not force 
the 10 k ,but, ry artifr lik , took off the hinges at the 
back, and in that manner ope;fled the lids, without opening 
tl lo.cks. 

THE firft thing that prefentcd itfelf to the Vizir's fight, 
was the firman of th rand Signior, magnificently writte . 
and titled, and th inicription powder d with gold duit, and 
wrapped in green taffet.. After -this was .a white fattin bag. 
a drelfed to th Khan of Tartary, with which Mr Pey.1Tonel, 
Irench confulof m rna, had favoured me, and which I had 
not delivered, as the Khan was then prifon rat Rhod s. The 
next was a green and gold £Ilk bag, with lett rs direeted to 

the Sherriffe of Me ca; and then ~une a plain crimfon-!attin 
bag, with letter addl'ejfc d 0 M ti al Aga, fword· barer (or 

eli ar, as it is alled~ of the Sherriffe, or his great minifter 
at d favo.urite. H e then found a 1 tt r rom Ali B y to him
[el f, written with all the fn eri r ity of a Prince to a !lave. 

IN this l etter the Dey t Id 'hitn plainly, that he heard the 
governments of Jidda. 1ccca, and other Sta e of the her
iife, w r' diforderly, and that merchant) coming about 

, -their 
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their lawful b\11i~ fs, were plundered, terrified, and detain~ 
co; He therefore intimated to him, that if any fuch thing 
happened to me, he lliould not write or complain, but he 
would fend and punilh the affront at the very gates of M c .. 
ca. This was very unpleafant language to the Vizir, be
cauCe it was now publicly known, that Mahomet Bey Ahou 
Dahab was preparing next year to march againft Mecca, 
for fome offi llce the ey had taken at the Sherriffe. The 
was alfo another letter to him from Ibrahim Sikakeen, 
chief of the merchants at Cairo, ordering him to furniih me 
with a thoufand . [equins for my prcfent ufe, and, if nlor 
were neeQed, to take my bill. 

THESE contents of the trunk were fo unexpeCted, that Ca
bil the Vizir thougl,1t he had gone too far, and called my 

rvant in" a viol nt hurry, u br . ding him, for not telling 
who I was. The fervant defended himfelf, by faying, that 
neither h , "nor his people about him, would fo much as re~ 
gard a word that he ip kc; and the each of Medina's prin
cipal fervant, who had come with the whe~t, told the Vizir 
plainly to his fate, tha~ had given him w:trnit'lg enough 
if his pride would ha e fuffer d him to hear it. 

ALL was no wrong, my fervant was order d to nail up 
__ ,-. ... bUt he. declared it would be the laft aCtion of 

obody opened baggage that way, but wid 
intention ';)f iog, when the keys could be got; ano, 
as there were ttl n rich thing in the trunk, intended as 
prefents to the Sh rriffe, and Metical Aga, which might 
have been taken out, by the hinges being forced off befor 
he came, he wafu d his hands of the whole procedure, bu 

• 
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kn . mafter would £omplain, and loudly roo, and would 
e heard both at Cairo and Jidda. The Vi~ took his refo

lution in a moment like a man. He nailed up the baggage, 
&dered his horfe to be brought, :mel attended by a num~ 
her of naked blackguards (whom they cal foldiers) he came. 
down to the Bengal hou[c, on which the ho faaory took 
alarm. 

ABOUT twenty-fix years before, the Engruh traders from 
dia to Jidda, founeen in her, ere all ffilll'dered, fit-

ing at dinDct, by amutiny ofth fe wild pcop}e. The hou 
has, ever fmce, lain in ruins, having pulled down and 
forbidden to be rebuilt. 

GREAT inquiry was lnadc after tlle ngIi$. nobleman" 
~h m nobody had ~ en; hut it was {aid that one of his 

f rvants was there in the Bengal houfe i 1 was fitting driFlk
. ng cofre on the mat, wh R the Vi21ir's horfe came, and 
tl c who court was fiDe One of the c ks of the cuf. 
onl-houfe afkcd me where my maft as l I {aid, " In 

heaven." The Emir Bahar's ~ :rvant now brought fonvard 
the Vizir to me, who had no difmouneed himfc1f. He re
peated the L'lme quefHon, where my mailer was ?-I tolel 

im, I did know th purport of hi& qne1lion, that I ,vas. 
the perf011 0 w m he baggage helon·ged~ hic h had 
taken to th. cuRiom-houfe, and that it as in my favour the 
Grand Signlor and Bey had ritten. He G med cry much. 
urprifed, and aik d me how I could apFear m fuch a drefs ~ 
-" You cannot afk that {erioufiy, faid ; I belie no pru
Uent man would drefs better, conftdering the voyag I 

y mad ·.. But, bcfid~s,. you did not 1 aye it in my power, 
as 
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as every article, but what i na'Ve on me, has been there fout' 
bou.rs at the c:uftoJtl-houfe, waiting your pleafute. U 

W B then wcnt all up to our kind landlord, Captain 
Thornhill, to whom I made my excuCe, on acoUnt of the ill 
ufage Iba.d firft met with frotn my 0 n relation. He laugh
ed very heartily at the narrative, and from that 'time w 
lived in the greateft friend1hip and confidence. All wa 
made up, even with Youfef Cabil; and all beads Were em 
ployed to get the ftrongeft l~tters p,omble to the Naybe 0 

Mafuab, the king of Abyffinia, Michael Suhul the minifter, 
.and the king of Sennaar. 

METICAL AOA, great friend and proteCl:or of th.e ng ifh 
at Jidda, and in effe~ we ay £ay,joltil() them; fot the great 
prefcnts and profits be ~ ive~ was himfelf originally
all Ahyffinian llave, "WaI the tnan ofconfidenc~; and diretted 
the {ale of the ing's, and Michael's gold, ivory, civet, and 
fuch preciou coIllmoditi s, trutt are paid to them in kind; 
he fumifued Michael, likewife, with returns in fire-anns ; 
and this had enabled Michael to fubdue Abyffi.nia., murd J." 

the king his mafier, and feat another on his thronc. 

ON the odler hanq1 the Na be of Mafua,h, hofe iiland 
belonged to the Grand 8ignior, and was a~ appendage 

f the govenlment of the Ba£ha. of Jidda, had 'endea 
vOllred to withdraw himfel£ from his allegiance, and fet 
up for independency. He paid no tribute, nor could 1'h 
Bafha, w'ho had no troop ,force him, as he was on the Abyf
:finian fide cJf the cd Sea. ~1ctical Aga. however, and the 
Baiha., at Iaft agfCed; the latter ceded to the ~ mer the 
i.t1and . and territory of Mafuah, for 'a fixed fum annually; 

Mmz and 
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nd etical Aga appointed Michael, gove ' or of ~rign\ re
ceivet of his rents. Th Naybc no fo01let" found that 
he was to account to Michael, than he was gJad to pay 
his tribute, and give pre[ents to the bargain; for Tigre was 
the province from which h drew 1 is iUftenan e, and .Mi..! . 
eha 1 could ha e 0 cr-run hjs whole territory in eight days" 
:whi h once, as we thall fee 'hereafter, be-longed to Abyffi 
nia . . M tical's power being "tflen univerfally acknowled + 

cd and known, the ne. t ,thing was to get him to make ufe 
of it in my fa our. 

WE knew of how little avail the ordinary futile recom .. -
ln ndations of letters were. We were veteran travellers" 
~nd knew tl e ftylc of the aft too well, to. be duped by let-.. -
tel'S of m re civility.' There is people on the eal.:th more 
perfeCtly polite in their <;orre£pondence with 'one another, 
than arc tl ofe of the Eaft; but their civility means little; 
more than the fanle fort of expreffions do in Europe, to'. 
th w you that the riter- is a well-bred min. But this: 
w uld by no mans do in a journey fo long, fo dangerous;. ... 
and fo ferious as mine. 

WE; therefore, fet about procuring eff"eCtive letters, 
1etters of fs a d c gagcment, betw.een man alld 
man; and we all e leavoured to make Metical Aga a very: 
good man, but no great head-piece, comprehend this per-, 
£< ctly. . My letters from Ali Bey opened the a.1fai , to him . 
and fil'fi commanded his attention. A very handfome prc-( 
~ nt of piftols, which I brought him, inclined him im my_ 
f vour, bccaufe, as ~ was b .arer. of lett s fro his fuperior, 
1 might ha..vewdeclineu bellowing aoy'prefent up,0n .him. 

3 THJb • 
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TUE Erigli1h gentlemen joined their infh~.ence, pow rfu! 
nough, to hav.e accomplHhed a much greater end, as every 

'one of thefe have feparate friends for their own affairs, and 
all of them were deflIous to befriend me. Added to thefe 
was a friend of mine, whom I had known at Aleppo, Ali 
Zimzimiah, i. e. ' keeper of the holy well at Mec a,' a poft of 
great dignity and honour. This man was a mathematician, 
"and an altroIlOmer, according to their degree of knowledge 
in that fcience. 

ALL the letters were written in a ftyle fuch. as I cQuia 
have defired but this did not fufIice in the mind of a very 
fri ndly and worthy man, who had taken an attachment 
to me fince my firft arl"ivaL This was Captain Thomas 
Pri e, of the Lion of Bombay. e firft propofed to Metical 
Aga, to fend a man of his 0 n ith me, together with the 
1 tters, and I do firmly b lieve, under Providence, it was to 
this laft Ineafure lowed my life. Nhh this Captain Thorn 
hill heartily concurred, and an Abyfiinian, alled Mahomet 
Gibberti, was appointed to go with .particular 1 tters be
lid s thofe I can"ied my{elf, and to be an eye-witnefs of my 
reception there •. 

THERE was fome time necefl'ary for this man to make 
ready, and a onfiderable part of the Arabian Gulf frill r -
main d £ r me to .explore. I prepared. therefore, to fet out 
from Jidd~, aftel" having. made a confiderable fray in it. 

OF all the new ·things I yet had fcen, hat moft afioni1h~ 
ed me was the mann r in which t de was carried on a 
this place. Ine fiUps were there from India; fottle of them 

• 
. worth, ~ fuppofe, .L. 200,000. One ~erch~nt, .a Turk, living 

at 
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t Mecca, thiny hours journey off, where no Chiiftian dare 
g, hih1: the whole ,Continent is open to the Turk fo 
f(;ape~ oHi'ers to puochafe the cargoes of four .out of nine of 

,t lefe :lhipi himfelf, another, of the (arne caft, comes and 
(ays .. he will buy none, unlefs he has them all. The fam~ 
pies are llie , and the catgoes of ~he whole nine thips are 
£arried into the ildeft pa2;t 0 Arabia, by men with whom 
one QuId not wi1h to tnlft hunu:lf alone in the :field. This 
is not all, two India brokers come into the room to fettle the 
price. One on the part he India captain, . the other on 
tlmt of the buyer t e T Ttl yare neither Mah<>metans 
nor Chriftian ,but have .credit with both. They fit down () 
he carp ,a1 d take an India· {hawl, which they carry . 
heir {houldet', like a napkin, and fpread it over their h nds. 

They talk, in th~ mean ti e, inditferent converfat 'on, of the 
.arrival of 1hips from India, or of the news of the day, as if 
tbey were employed in no feriotts ufinefs whatever .. Af~ r 
about twenty minutes {pent in handling each others fingers 

elow the fuawl, the bargain is cond rled, fay for nine ihips, 
without one word r having ~en (poken on the fubj ct, 
or pen or ink nfed in any ihape whatever. There never as 
one inftanceof a difpute happening in tb~ftleJ. 

BUT this is not y all, the money is to be paid. A pri ... 
ate Moor, who bu nothing to fuppon him but his 4;:ha~ 

ratter, becomes refponfible for the payment of thefe car
goes .; his name was Ibrahim Saraf when r was tMrc, i. (. 
Ibrahim the Broker. This man delivers a number of coarfe 
hempen bags, full of hat i. fuppo{; d to be money. rIe 
marks the contents upon the bag, and pur. his leal upon 
the ftring that ties the mouth of it. This \ receiTed for 

hat is marked upon it, without anyone evel' haviQg open-' . 
, ·cd 
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cd one of the bags,. and, i 1 India, it is current for the value
marked upon it, a..9 long as tile bag lafts. 

JrnnA is very unwholefome~ as isy indeed, an the eaR, 

.(oafi: of the Red Sea~ Immediately without the gate of that 
tOWll., ~Q the eaft ard, is ~ defert pJai filled' with the ut 
of the Bedoweens, or country Arab6, buil of long bundles 
of fpart m,. or bent grafs, put oget r like fa£ ines Thefe 

edoweens fuppl, Jidd w' th milk ana butt r.. There is 
no ftirring out of. town, even for a walk,. unlefs £ r abou 

alf a mile, in the' fouth fide by the fca, ,vher€ the e i ' 
numba' of ilinking pools. of ftagnant water, whic contl''i
bl tes to make the town etty unwoo fome .. 

JIDDA, befides De 
Arabia, is, at the fu e, in 
fltuation. ThisJl a yother inconveni ndc , und r 
whic:h it labours, would, a y, ha ·c occafioncd i ts being 
abandon d altog th r, it mot ror its icinity to Mecc' , 
and the great an~ fudden influx of ealth fr.om th I I t 
trad~ which, once a!"year, arriveJ in this part, but does no 
continue, palling on, as throug a turnpike, to M cca; 
whence it is difperfecl all over t~ eaft., Very littl adv -
age however accrues to Jidda. The cufioms arc all ilnmc ... 

diateIy {; t to a netdy fov reign, and h Ingry fi t of rc:~ 

lations., nde ts and minifters at Mecc~ q'hc gold is re
turned in gs and bo s,. d ,rufes on as rapidly to th > 

i s as the goods do to the m&r:rket, and le ves 3:S little 
roiit behind~ In the mean ti pro ,ifrons rife to a pt" d -

gious price, and thi~ falls u on the own fmen " hile all: 
the proqt of the traffic is ill' the hands of fh-anger~; moft of 

. whom. after the market is, over,. (whid does not JaR; fix: 
eck.s) 
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eeks) retire to Y men, an . other neighbouring countries ' 
hich abound in every fo t of provifion . 

• UPON this is founded the obfervation, that of all Mallo
metan countries none are fo monogam as thofe of Jidda, 
and no where are there fo many unmarried women, altho' 
·this is the country of their prophet, and th permiffion of 
marrying four wives was allowed in this dillriCt in the fir 
inllanc , and afterwards communicated to all the tribes. 

BUT Mahomet, in his permdIion of pluraUty of wives, 
'feem conftantly to ha e been on his guard, againft fufi'er
ing that, which was intend~d for the welfare of his pe pIe, 
from operating in a different fila nero e did not p rmit 
a man to marry two, three, or four wives, unld'S he could 
maintain them. He was' terefted for the rights aI).d rank 
of thefe women; and the man fo marr ing was obliged 
to .1hew before the Cadi, or fome equivalent offic r, or 
judge, that it was in his powef to {UPPOTt them, according 
to their birth. It Was not fo with concubines, with worn n 
who were purchafed, or who were taken in war. v ry 
man cnj yed thefe at his p1cafure, and their peril, that ,is, 
whether h was able to maintain them or not. 

FROM this great fcarcity of provifions, which is the re
fult of an extraordinary concourfc to a place almoft delli
tute 0 the ncccifaries of life few inhabitants of Jidda cal 
avail themfelves of the rivilege granted him by Mahomet. 

e therefore cannot marry more than one wife, becaufe he 
cannot maintain more, and from this caufe arifes the \vant 
of people, and the large number of unmarried women. 

WHE 
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WHEN in Arabia Felix, where every fort of provifion is ex
ceedingly cheap, where the fruits f the ground, the gener
al food for Inan, are produced fpontaneoufly, the fupport
ing of a number of wives cofts no lnore than fo many 
naves or fcrvant ; their food is the fame, and a blue cotton 
ihirt, a habit COlnmon to them all, is Inot more chargeable 
for the one than the other. The confequence is, that celi
bacy in women is prevented, and the numb r of people is 
increafcd in a fourfold ratio by polygamy, to what it is In 

thofe that are monogamous. 

I KNOW there are authors fond of fyftem, enemies to 
free in uiry, and blind d by prejudice, who contend that 
polygamy, without: difiincrion of circumilances, is detri
mental to the population of a country. The learn d Dr 
Arbuthnot, in a pap r addreifed to the Royal Society*, has 
maintained this ftrange doctrine, in a frill fhanger manner. 
He lays it down, as hi firft pofition, ' that in .ftmilze ma/culillo 
of our firft parent Adam, there was hnpreifed an 0 iginal 
neceffity of procreating, ever after, an equal numbhf of 
Inales and females. The manner he proves this, has received 
·grea incenfe from the vulgar, a containing un unanfwer
able argument. He ihews, by the cafting of three dice, 
that the chane s are almoft infinite, that an qual number 
of rna es and females ihould ll~t be born in any y ar; and 
he 'pretends to prove, that every year in twenty, as taken 
from the bills of mortality, th.e fame number f males and 
females have conftantly been produced, or at leaft a greater 
proportion of men than of women, to make up for tl e ha-

VOL. I. .N n IVock 

.. . 

.. J?bilofoph. 'T.ranfaa. Vol. 27. p. 18G. 
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v k occafioned by W~r. '. mer, .a.;ruhk n " and 1 r p ... -
'es of vioL ~e.t<;) :wliidl.:,WORJ; a ~re ,not {tibj~ . . 

I : NEED not · fay, th.:3:t .tJiis., at . aa.,. ftiificientl , ilic the 
weaki1e~ lof the U'gUntl nt . . For, i . the oql/tJlpr p "t' n n d · 
'(;jeen m, rftmi~ mifculin . -.~ nr fi .. p~reI'l.t, . he c · que) 
m:u4.t a e I .; t1 t m 1 a: ' d fern k Wi uld ha e b in ... 
vav' bly hoI' • fi . the creatioo: to h . e d £ aU t ings. 
And it 1S a fuppofiti ve.F.y·unwcl1thy f.:the w '{dom 'Of God, 
that, at the creation. of .man, he co-uld rna" allowance 
for any. deviation tha was, to happen, from, crimes, aga.inft 
the eo miffion 'of , which. ·his ~fit' , Qe ts r n. W ak 
as thi is) .it i no I tfte weak: ft, P. It 'Of th' arti ci 1 r.g -
ment, which,. like tht cb, of a ·fpider toC) finely woven • . 
w hate:ver t yo t u-ch. it on ~~ whole falls. to piee s. . 

AFTER,{aking it for ranted; thilt he .has pr.bved.tl e -equa .. 
lity of tIle ·two. exe&.in nllmbe~, from the.hill-s. '!morta.l'ty ,
in LondoR, h nex fl P9fes, as a .oonfeq e ; that n h : 

odd i .in . the fame pr di: amel'lt'; ilia .1 , ' hat a~ eq'tlal . 
~mJ>er- 0 aI , and fema:les i produced.. . ty where. 

Why D Al~.b ,t-hnot, .. an .eminent ppy,iici :(whi h n.'1y:' 
implies an 'nforme .nat rarft) ih0uld imag'ae hat hi 1 

. nference would hold,.is wh .1 am' ot able to account fot. , 
H fu ul ow; 1 t us fay,i the conn ,ie5' of th alft, hat 
rui ts, flowers, trees, bird , fiili, cvny-blade -of 'g;faf-s, is c<)m .. -

monly different, .and that man, in h' '3p earance, di t, ex- 
erci~ ,pI afure, governme t, and religion, is as' wid l~ dif-. -
fer nt; why he 1hould fOllnd,tbe iifuc ,of , n Aiatic, flO 
. er., upon th bill of morlality in London, is to th~ rul'l, as. ; 
bfurd a . to affert,. th4t -they ,do not wear . either beard· or4' . ,. 

iikers in Syria, becaufe .that is not the .cafe in. Lo~dofl . . 
I 
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1 ' ha i may be urged. by ttlofe ho pel 
}' eve tbmg, ' c ufe they are not at 

paX t cronude:r a ching, tkat til c{)ur£4 of my argument 
ill lead to. a fenc ' 0 - ·gamy i g nenl, t11 fl .ppofed 

d - ci>i t The Sum refleCtions as there, 
-urlle£: ° roduce £ rtrnnent, a.}; oW'my ani dver .. 
non;. aU I thaI fay g - that t9 ic is, that they W (I) fin en .. 
co alg - t t , lygamy. in rMadan's hook, e The yp
thora, have read it with a -much more acute perception'tha 
perhaps I have done; and I thall be very much m°ftaken. 
if polygamy increafes in England upon. the principi .s laid 
.do in the Thelypthor 

EN Gl'.A NID,. fays. Dr Arbuthnot, enjoys an t!qualit-y of bod 
tEes, and"i£lit i not fo, the inequality is fo imperceptible, 
that no inconvenience h.as yet -followed- What we -have 
IDDW to inquir i~~ Whether other nation , or the majority" 

f them, ate in th fame fitu:ltio,? t, if we a.re to decide 
by this, and if we iliould 1 appen to find, that, in other 
.ountriea, there are invariably born 'three women to one 

man, the concluflOn, in regard to that country, mufi be, t.hat 
three women to one man was.th prop rrion of ne fex to 
.th other, iInpreired at .the creation i1Jjemi1lt.of our tirft,parent. 

I CONFESS I ' m n<.'>t fond of meddling with the 'globe 
:JJefore tl e deluge. .But a.s learn d men feern inclined to think 
~hat Ararat and uphrate are -the .mountain and river of 

ntedilu ian thnes, and that Me{; 'potamia., or Dial' ir, is 
aucie It fitMation of th terreftrialparadife, I annot gIve 

-0 2 Dr 

.. A Qte publication of Dr Madan's, little IolDdc:rftood, as it would [celli. 
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Dr Arbuthnot':; argument fairer play*, than to tranfport ll\y 
felf th·ther; and, in the fame {pot where the neceffity was 
impoii d of male and female being produced in equal nume: 
bers, inquire how thart cafe frands now. The pretence that 
climates and times may have changed, the proportion can
not be admitted, fince it has been taken for granted, that it 
exifrs in the bills of mortality in London, and governs them to 

this day; and, fince it was founded on neceffity, which muir 
be eternal .. 

Now, from a diligent lnquiry into' the foutI?, and fcrip:.. 
ture-part of Mefopotall1ia, Armenia, and Syria, fx:om Mouful' 
(or Nineveh) to Aleppo and Antioch, I find the proportion to
be fuUy two worn n born to' one man. There is indeed a 
fraCtion over, but not a confiderable one.. From Latikea~ 

Laodicea ad mnr ", down the 'coaft~ Syria to Sidon, th .. e num~ 
bel' is veryneady three, or two and thl: e-fourths to one man~ 
Through the Holy Land, the country called Horan; in tha 
lfi.hmu of Suez, and th parts of the Delta, unfrequent d 
by :Chan l'S,. it. is {Qmething 1 f: than hree. But, from 
SLlez to ~he ftraits ' f Bab lro.andeb, which contains the three 
Arabias, the portion is funy four wom n to one man, which~. 

~ ha'lc ren.j; n to believe" holds as far as the Line, and 3 Q: ' 

beyond it 

Tli E Imam of Sana:* was not an oId man-wlren I was ' in 
rabia }'elix III 1769; bu t he had 88 childr n then ali e, on 
hom 14 only W<ll'e ions..--The pricil: of the Nile had 70 an 

+ . ddJ 

.. Sov cign of Arabia Felix, whofe C<lJ!ital,i Sima 
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t)dd children; of whom, as I remember, above SO were 
daughters. 

IT may be objeCted, that Dr Arbuthnot, in quoting the 
bills of mortality for twenty years, gav moft unexception-· 
abl grounds for his opinion, and that my £Ingle aifertion 
of what happens in a foreign country, without further foun
dation, cannot be admitted as equivalent teftimony; and I 
am ready to admit this objection, as bills of mortality there 
are none in any of theD countries. I !hall therefore [a:y in 
what manner I attained the knowledge which I have juft 
mentioned. Whenever I went into a town, village, or in
habited place, dwelt long in a n10untain, or travelled jour
nies with any fet of people, I always Inade it my bufinefs 
to inquire how many children they had, or th ir fathers,. 
th .ir next neighbours, or acquaintance. This not being a 
captious queftion, or what anyone would fcruple' to an
fwer, there was no intercft ttl de eive; and if it had been 
poffible, that two or thr e had en fo wrong-headed among 
the whole, it would have been of little con[cquence. 

I TH:EN afked my landlord at Sidon, (fuppofe Ilitn a w a
ver,) low m I y children he has had? He tells me h'Jw 
many fons, an 1 how many daughters. The next I afr is a. 
frnlth, tailor, a flk-gath reI' the Cadi of the place, a cow
herd, a. hunter, a fi.{her~ in :!hort very man tl1at is not a 
l1:rang r, f1' In 1 ~ I can get proper information. I fay,. 
here or , tl :u a medium of both fexes a-rifUlg from thr e 
r four hundred familic indi:fi riminately taken, !hall be 

tl c pr portion in which ne differs f1' m the other; and 
II , I, am 'onfident, will give he refult to he three women, 

tiD 



aS6 TRAVRLS TO DI SCOVE ' 

to 0 Ie man 'n SOD out of the ,goo undtt1evcry'meridi n 0 

.the globe. 

WITH.OtJ'T giving Mahomet 11 the (r 't for abili ies 
that fame have don , we may fUli 1y fuppoIi him 0 kno 

hat happen d in hi o,vn -family) h re h mutt h ve 
feen th' gr at difpropol'tion of foul' women bar t on 
man; and from , the obvious confeq n es, we a e not to 
wonder that 0 e of his .firft ares, wh n a legiilatol", w s
to reCtify it, as it! ftruck at t ery root of his ' mpir, 
,po er, and religiOn. With this ie ,he enacted or :ratheJi 
revived, the law hich gave liberty to every individual t()i 

marry four i es, each of hom was to b equal in l!'ank 
and honour, ithout any pr fer nc ut what th predil c
tion of the h ufband g ve her. y this he' fecnred civil 
rights to each woman, and procur d a. mans of doing a
wa y that reproacb, of dyi1{f witbout il!tle, to hich the minds 
of the whole Ii x hav always been feniibl , whatever their 
religion was,. or from whate er part of the arid they 
<arne. 

MA.NY, who are not converfant with Arabian hiftory, hav.e 
imagined, 'that thi permiffion of a plurality of wives was 
,given in favour of m n, and have taxed on of the moft 
political, necrj[al"Y m a.(ur s, of that I gillator" arifing from mo
tives merely civil, ~ith a endency to encourage lewdnefs, 
from which it was very far diftant. But, if they had con
fider d that the Mah metan law allows divorce without 
any cor!fe afftgned, and tha every day at th pleafurc of the 
man; befides, hat it perm it hiln a many concubines as h 
,can maintain, buy with money, take in war, or ga.in by th 
fI.AU,&oI·~,r.ary means of addrefs and foli itations,,-they:will think 

,Z , Such. 


