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" Sabeans, men of ftature, 1hal~ come over unto thee, and 
" th y thall be thine ." Here the feveral nations are diftinCl:­
ly and feparately mentioned in their places, but the whole 
meaning of the paifage would hav been loft, had not the 
(' tuation of thefe nations been perfettly known; or, had 
no ,a ns be n mentioned feparately, for both the 
Sabeans and the Cufhite wer cenainly thiopians. ow, 
the meaning of the ycrfe is, that the fruit of the agricul­
ture of gypt, which is wheat, the commodities of the ne­
gro, gold, filver, i ory; and pcrfum s, would b brought by 
th Sabean fhepherds, their carriers, a nation of gr at power, 
~hich iliould join themfelves with you. 

t Ezell.. chap. xu. vcr. 8. Uld ~. 
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Ing C Etbippiall j the n'e red Ethiopia to N 
zar, the moil: powerful and capabl of oppo£ g , wet$! 
the Ethiopian 1hepherds of the Thebaid, and thefe were not 
acceJlible to lhip5 i and the tbephetds, ~ fred ne j the , 
fc:ene of ddlrud:ion to be ommitted y Ntb\l h~n ~z ' , 

ere enemies to the u6utes li ing in town an lad 
peate ly hemfdves deftroyed them, and there'=; had I 

tem tion be othe than fped:ators. 
I 

feveral other pl cts, the Ii m propbet £i ak, 'Of Cufit 
the cOmmercial nation, (ympathifmg with their count ~. 

'men d dling in the to s in £ ypt, md pendent of the 
111 p rds, who were reaUy their en mi~, both in civil and 
religious matters. And the ·{word fhall come upon gyp, 

:'" an great p~in {hall be in ' hiopia, ,vhen the fla' n than 
, fall . n Egypt *." No\'lO" Ethiopia, as I have before ~.aid, that 

is., the loW' country -of the {hephelds, neareft Egypt, bad DQ 

common caufe 'th the Cu{hites tllat lived in towns there; 
it was their CouIlttym n, the ufhites in thio ia, who 
·mourned for thofe that fell in E.gyPt, who 'Were mercha ts ~ 

:trader , aad dwelt in cities like dlemfelves. 

1 sa LL menu but oile inlla'nce lD re. 'Can til 
opian ange his !kin, ~r the leopard his {i ts ?t" l-ler 

Cufh i e ed Ethiopian4t and many Ethiopians bein. 
white, it does not appear by tl ey fhould b'e fi xed upon, or 
chou n for th q cftion ltlore than other people. But had 

<~IHI. b en trarrllat egro, or Bla k-moor, the . quefiion I 

3 would 

. ·ih. vc:r. 2~ . 
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ould have been very eafily underftood Can tile n gro 
~bang his £kin" or the leopard his fpots . 

JEREMIAH" (peaks of the chiefs of the mingled peopl 
at dwell in the deferts. And Ezekiel t , alfo mentions them 

in nt f all the others, whether hepherds, or du.:. 
1hires, or Lib-yans their neighbours, by the name of the 
Mingled People. Ifaiah t calI~ them "a nation fcattere 
" and peeled; apeople terrible front theIr beginninghitherto; 
'" a natiOl') meted out 'an trodden down, whofe jan the ri­
et 'Vers ha: e {poiled ~~' which is a fuffi.cient defcription of 
them, as having been expelle their own· co nt and f~ 
tied in one tl at had fuffflred greatly ¥ a dehlge a 1hort. 
time befQre. 

41· • ~ 

, 
t .Ifa. chap. xviii, ver. 21:. 
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CHAP. 

Origin if Characters or utlerl-Ethiopic thejitjl Laflguage--How an:' 
why the Hebrew Letter was formed. 

T HE reader will obferve what have already faid con­
o c rning the language of Habefh, or the Mingled Na­
tion , that they have not charaCters of their own; but w h~n. 
written, which is very feldom, it muft be by ufing the 
Geez alphabet. Kircher, ho ever, fays, there are two cha-

, rad:ers to be found in Abyffinia; on he calls the Sacred 
Old Syrian, the other the Vulgar, or Common Geez charac .. 
ter, of which we are now fpeaking. But this is certainly 3. 

miftake; there never was, that I know, but two original 
araCl:ers which obtained in Egypt. The firft was the 

'. Gcez, the fecond the Saitic, and both thefe were the oldell 
eha aers in the world, and both derived from hierogly­
J>hic~. 

ALTHOtTGlI it is impoffible to avoid faying fomething 
here of the origin of languages the reader muft not expect 

at I iliould go very de p into the fafhionable opinion 
one rning them, r believe that all the old deities of the 

• • /' 3 F 2 Pagan 
• 
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Pagan nations were the patriarch'!, of tli~" Old'Teftamen ... 
With all refpe& to. Sanchonia.t1lO and his followers, I can 
DO mor.e believe that 0firis:. the firih king. ot Egypt, was a. 
real pe.rIonage, and. that Tot was his {ecretary, than I an 
b~~i ve Saturn. co be the parr' r Abraham, and Rae.he1 .and\ 
Lea Venu d Minerva. . 1. will not fatigue. the ' reader ' 
with. a detail of ui"elers rewns ;: if. Ofiris is al real r[onage, . 
if he· was king of Egypt, and Tor. his fecretary, they furely 

avelled to very good' pUI}?ofe; as all the p. op1.e of. Europe· 
and Mia. {eem. to be agreed,. hat in p'erIon· they firft com­
llluniqlted letters and .. the ' .art of ,writing tl , but a 

. very different, a.od V'ery~'diftant p'edods •. . . 
T¥BES,' was 'uilt by a colony of ' Ethiopians fr~m Sir ' 

e · city of Seir, or. t Dog Star.. Diodorus Siculu5 fay", 
that t'qe Greeks, by J>ut~ng 0 bcfoloe Siris, had ' made the· 
;vord unintelligIble to.the ·Egy,ptians :., Siris, then, was Ofiris ~ 
but he was not ,he'Sun~ ~o.more than he was Abraham, nor. 
'vas he a real perfonage. He was Syrius,. or the dog-ftar,., 
defigned under the figur of a dog becauii of the wamin~ 
1;le ga.ve to. Atbara. where- the 1irft obfel;vations were made: 
this hellacal riling, or hi (litengaging himfclf from th 

ray of the fun, ii as to be vifible to the naked eye. • 
a the La.trator Anubis, and- his firft appearance tigu-

'atively compared to the bar~ing of a dog, by the wanling; 
it gave to J?repare· for the approaching inundation. I be­
lievc-, ther fore,. this was the firft hieroglyphic;; and that. 
llis, Ofiris, and Tot, were aU after inventions relating to it;; 
and in faying this, I am fj far v·arranted. becaQ.fe erc is' 

ot in Axum (once a large ity) any or-bel' hieroglyphic b . 
{)f the dog-ftar as far as I can judge from the huge frag 

ts· of :fig~lIes of this an.ilnal, remains of which, In di r­
CUlt; 
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rent poftures, are frill diftincHy to be feen upon the pedef~ 
tals every:where among the ruins. 

IT is not to be doubted, that hieroglyphics then, but 
aftronomy, were invented at hebes, where the theor of 
the dog.ftar was particularly inveftigated • n ' 'Ct­
ed with their rural year. Ptolemy'*' has preferv d . us an 
obfervation of an helaical riling of Sirius on the 4th day 
after the fummer folftice, which anfwers to the 2250 year 
before Chrift; and there are great reafons to b lieve the 
Thebans were good prattical afl;ronomers long before that 
periodt; early, as it may be thought, this gives to Thebes 
a much greater antiquity than. does the chronicle of Ax-urn 
juil: cited. 

As fuch obfervations were to oe of fervice for ever, they 
became more valuable' and ufeful in proportion to tll ir 
priority. The moil: ancient of them would be of ufe to the 
aftronomers of this day, for Sir Ifaac Tewton appeals to thefe 
of Chiron the Centaur. Equations may indeed be difcover­
ed in a n'umber of centuries,. which, by reafon of rhe 
fmallnefs of the~r quantities, may very probably have e­
feaped the moft attentive and fcrupulous care of two or 
three gen .ration~; and many alt rations in th ftarry fir­
mament, old fiars being nearly xtinguiilied, and new e­
merging, would appear from a comp rati'trc !late of the 

v. i. 3 f heavens 

• Uranologion. P. Perau. 
t BanbriCge, Ann, callicul. 

I 

• 
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heav ns -made for a D des of ages. And a Theban Herfi:hel 
would hav given u the hifiory of planets he then ob£; rv d, 

~ which after appearing for ages, arc now vifible no mol' , 
- have taken a different fOrm. 

. »or' -old cit-de of Ofimandyas, thew what an 
immen£ prog 'efs they had made in aftronomy in fd little 
time. This, too, is a proof of an early fall and revival of 
the arts in gypt, for the knowledge and tlfe of Armillre 
had been loft with tl c de ruCtion of Theb 5, and er not 
again difcover d, that is, revived, rill the reign pf Ptolemy 
Soter, 300 years before th Chriftian rera. I confi er that 
immenfe quantity of 1 ieroglyphics, with which the walls 
of the templ s, and faces of the obeliiks, are covered, as­
containing fo lnnny aftronomical obfervations. 

I LOOK upon thefe as the ephemerides of fome thoufand 
years, and t lat fufficiently accounts for their number. Their 
date and accuracy were indifputabl ; tIley were exhibited in 
the mo p bI' c places, to be conful ed as occafLOn r quired; 
and, by th deepnefs of the engraving, and hardnefs of the 
material ,and h thicknefs and folidity of the block itfelf 
upon ~ hieh they were carved, they bade defif1,nce at once 
to violence and time. 

I KNOW that moft of the I arned writers are of fentimcn 
very di1Terent from mine in thefe refpects. They look for 

4 myfteries 

• An aIhonomcr greatly abo,c my praife. 
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yileries and hidden meanings, moral and philofophical 
treatifes, as the fubjeCl:s of thefe hieroglyphic. A fceptr 
they fay, is tbe hieroglyphic of ~ king. But where do we 
meet a fceptre' upon an antique Egyptian m nument? or' 
who told tIS this was an emblem of royalty among th F 
gyptians at the time of the full: ~nvention of t:.. u e 
writing? Again, the ferpent with the tail in its mouth de­
notes th eternity of Goo, that he i without beginning- and' 
without end. This- is a Chriftian truth) and a Chciftian e­
lief, but no where to be found in the polytheifln of th in-

entors of hieroglyphics. 'Was Cronos orOuranus with' l.1t 

beginning and without end? W 's this the ali with ()firis· 
and Tot, whofe fathers and mothers births and marriages 
are known ?- . If this was a" truth, independent of re eIa ion, 
and imprinted from the beginning iA. th.e minds of men; 
if it was, deftined to be an eternal truth, which mull: have 
appeared by every man finding it in his 0 n breafi, £rom 
the beginning, how unnecelfarymuft the trouble have b ell 
to write a common known truth l'ke th·~ at the expence. 
offili weeks labou~, upon a. table of porphyry or gran' te .. 

is not with philofophyas with, aftronomy; rile oldcli 
the obfervariDns" the more ufe they are of to poil: tity. Pi. 
leCl:ure of an. gyptian prieft up n divinity, morality, r 
natural hiftory, would not pay the tr uhle, t this day, of 
engraving it upon ftone ; and one of the r aeons that I thin '" 
no fuch fubjeCl:s were ever treated in hieroglyphics is, that 
. aU thofe I ever had. an opportunity C)f fc.ciJ ,g, and very 
few people have fcen more, I have confiandy £ III d tl e [arne 
figure. repe' ted" which oovioully, and vithout difpute, allude 

the hiftory, of the-Nile, and its diffi rent periods f incrca[<; 
the mode of Ineafuring t; \..L.e Et £laTh ~inds; in fhon" fucll: 

~ ... 0 crvati 1lS. 
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obfervations as we every day £ e in n ailllanack, i i 
we cannot fuppoi4 ,that forfaking the obvious import, wher 
th good dl y did was evident, they fuould afcribe dif. 
ferent meanings to ~he hiez<oglyphic, to which no key as 

een left, and therefore their future inutili'y muft have 
'!l for~~-.. 

I SHALL content myfelfm this wide ~ld, to Ii upon one 
famou hieroglyphical perfonage, hi i 'rot, the fecl et I 

-of Ouris, whofe functian I thall endG our (0 explain; if J 
fail, I am in .good ompany; 1 give . .only a m opinio 
. nd fubmit it chearfully to the credi n of mhers. Th 
. ord Tot is Ethiopic. and tller.c he· de doubt h means 
the dog-ftar. . t was the to the firft month 0 

the gyptian year. The meabing of t name, in ril Ian 
Euage of the provjnc of Sire, is .iJJ, compofed of diffi r ... 

nt heterogeneous pieces; it is found having this fig inca 
tion in many of their books. Thus a aked man if; not 
a ~ot, but the body of a naked ith dog's h ad 
an afs's head, or a ferpent inilc.ad of he is a Tot. 
According to the ilnport of that word, it is, I fuppofe, 
an almanac , or [caion of the phamom a in he h ns 

hid) are 0 hap n in the . it d tim i· ade to com-
prehCJld, hen expofed for the infonnat· n thep lie; and 
the more e tenfi\-e its nfe is iut , he ernum 

er of emblems, or figns of ob£ it· charged with. 

13.1::s IDU any other em hlem or figures, the comm 
Tot, I think, ha in his hand a crofs it a Ie, a it i 
'Called C17IIX A,!(nlh, which 11a 10 d g t fl culation 
.among the d yphcr rs. l 'his crofs,1i to .circle, i fu~ . 

oIed t dcnot A the fiur cltnWdJ, and to be t fymbol 0 the 
2 ence 
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· nfluence the fun has over them. J amblichus * records, 
that this crofs, in the hand of Tot, is the name of the divine­
Being that tra ~ds through the world. Sozomen t thinks it 
means the lifo to com.e, the fame with the ineffable image 
of eternity, Others, firange ' difference! fay it is the phal-/ 
lu.r, or human genitals, while a later :t writer maintains­
it to be the mariner's compafs. My opin ioJt , on the con­
trary is that, as this figure was cxpofed to the public 
for the reafon I have mentioned, the Crux Anfata in 1: is 
hand was nothing dfe but a monogram of his own name 

o 
TO, and IT fignifyi lOT, or as we write Almanack upon 
a collection publithed for the fame purpofe. 

THE cnanging of .there emblems, and the multitud of 
them,yroduced the neceffi contraCting theirfize,and this 
again a confequential alteration in the original forms ; and 
a fiile, or fmall portahle inftrument, became all that was 
neceffary for finHhing thefe flnaH TOIl, inftead of a large 
graver or carving tool, employed in making the large ones. 
But men, at laft, were fo uch ured to the alteration, as to . . . 
know it better than un er its primitive form, and the el.l-. 
graving becanle w t may call the full: ,elements, or; 
root, in preference to original. 

THE reade will fee, diat, in my hiftory of the civil wars 
in Abyffinia, t e ing~ forced by rebcU' n to retire to the 
prov! . of igr~ an,d ing at A wn, found a ftone cover­
ed wit ·~roglyp·. hieh, by the many inquiries I made 

VOL. I. G after 

• JamblicD. ~ Myll. rea. 8. cap. S. 
;t. Herw. tbcoloa. Etbllica,~. ll. 

t Sozomeo, Eccles. Hift. lib. 7. C3p. l 
• 
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after infcriptiol s, and; rome convel'fations 1 had had wit 
him, h gucfTcd was of the Jdnd hich I anted. Full a 
tha princely goodnc£ and condefccnfion that he ever ho .. 
I ur d me whh, throughout my whole ftay, he brought it 

i rh. him when he cturned from Tigre, and was l:eftore<l 
to his throne at Gondar. 

( 

T feeros to me to be one of thofe private Tots, or porta-
I>l almanacks, of the moil: curious kind. The length of the ~ 

~hole :ll:one is fourteen iilc11CS, and' fIX inches broad, upon 
a bafe three inch s high, projecting from tlle block itfelf" 
and co: ered wit hieroglyphics. A naked figu.re of a m;lJl, 
near fix inches, ftands pan: t a crocodi 51 their heads turn-· 
cd different ways.. In each of his hands he holds two fer­
pents, and a {corpion, all by. t tail, and in the right hand 
hangs a.noo{e, in hich is fn cd a ram or goat. Olll. 

e left hand he ho1GB a lion by the tail The figure is in 
gr at rercf; . and the head of it with that kind of ca 0 

ernament which is generally pa.inwd upon die hectd of the-
gu ' called lli.$, b t t is .figure is th t of an. en eac 

fide f th whole-len figure, an abo e it, upon tbe fac · 
f h ilone ,} ere it p ~eCts, a e m tked a numb r of hie-" 

r g-lyphics of aU kinds. Over this . . a ,very remarKable 
tepr · fentation; it is an old head, w· very ftrong features,. 
u.l~d a large bu!hy b ard~ and u}>O!l it · a high cap ribbed or~ 

ri d. Th"s. I take to be the Cnuph, ?JA'Animus Mundi" 
th u gh Apu.l us, with :ery little probability, fay this wa'S 

;ldc in tIt lik nefs of-no creature whatever. hac 
. tli i :n . s divided into eight comp'~u;.nllent8.·, fro 

• 
I J>{r."(:hend tbi, is owing to th drcam/lance. orthe climatc, in ,tbe!four mond,., the tim~ ' 

f .dl'" iUW1J,tioo the h¢ vent were fo covered AI to aaDrd .u.obiCn'uioos to. btzoc;o;cbl... 
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op to the bottom, and thefe are filled .with hierogl hies 
in t11 laft ftage, before they took the entire re[emblanee 
of letters. Many are perfe~ly formed; the rux An[ata 
~ppears in one of the compartments, and Tot in another. 
Upon the edge, juft above wher it is broken, is I I 19, [0 fair 
and perfect in form, that it might ferve ~ an exatnpl f 
caligraphy, even in the prefent times; 4S and 19; and fome 
,other arithmetical figures" are found up and down among­
the hieroglyphics. 

TnIS I fuppofe was wh"a formerly the yptians C' lIed 
• a book, or almanack; a colleCtion of tl ere was probably 

hung up in fome eonfpicuous place, to inform the pub!' f 
;the ftate of the heavens, and feafolls, and difea[es, t. ·b ex,:, 
,pccted:in the courfe of th m,.as is the cafe in th . ngl.i..lh al­
manacks at this day. Herme is faid to hay 0111P ~ d 
36,535 books, probably of this fort, or they might contafn 
the correfpondent aftronomieal obfelvations made in a cer­
tain time at l\ieroc, Ophh~, Axum, 0r Thebes, cOlnmunicat~ 
.to be llung :up for the ufe of the neighh uring ities. Por. 
ph yry. gives a particular ac OUnt of the Egyptian ahna­
llucks. "What is c01l1prifcd in the Egyptian ahnana k ,-L1.Ys 
he, contains but a fm 11 part of the Hernluic infiitutions; al 
kat rela es to h riung; and £ ing of the moon and pI -

nct , and of the ft and their influence, and alfo fO'llC a 1.., 
ric upon difi afe ." 

d, there are five 

I . orJ'1hiy Epin. ad AAcboDcm. 
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ready in the Britifh Mufeurn; one of them, th largeft of h 
whole, is made of fycamore, the others are of metal. Th re 
is another, I am told, in Lord Shelburn's call Ction; this 'J 

v r had an opportunity of feeing; but a very principal 
attention {eems to hav been paid to make all of them' 
light and porta\>le, and it would feem that by thefe havi g 
been formed fo exactly funilar, they were the Tots intend~ 
cd to be expofed in different cities or places, and were neith r ' 
more nor lefs than Egyptian almanacks. , ' 

(: 

WHET.HER letter" were known to oall- efor the flood; ~ 
. no where faid from anyauthon , and the inquiry in(6 
it is therefore ufelefs. It is difficult, in my opinion, to im .. 
gine, that any fociety,engaged in different occuparions,could 
fubfift long without them. There feerns to be lefs doub , . 
that they were invented, foon after the difperfion, long b ~ 
fore Mofes, and in common ufe among the Gentiles of hia . 

T feerns alfo probable; that the firll alphabet was Etbio­
ie, firft founded. on hieroglyphics, and afterwards model .. 

1 d into more current, and lefs laborious figures, for the 
fake of applying them to the e peditioD of bufinefs~ Mr 

our mont is fo much of this opiI\ion, that he fays it is evi- · 
dent the three lirnl tters of the Ethiopic alphabet are hiera- . 
glyphics yet7 and that the Beta r.efembles the d or of a ' 
h ufe or temple. But,. with great fubmiffion, the doors of ' 

oufes and temples, \\1hen firft built, ere (quare at the top, . 
for arches were not known. The Beta as taken from the 
doors of the firft Troglodytes in the mountains, which w re 
rounded, and gav the hint for turning the ' arch, when, 
architecture advanced / nearer to perfe~ion: . . { 

,,; OTHERSI. 
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OTHERS are fOr giving to letters a divine or' ginal: they 
fay they were ta ght to Abraham by God himfelf; but 
this is no where vouched;. though it cannot be denied, that · 
It appears from fcripture there were two forts of characters 
known to Mofes, when. God fpoke to him on Mount Sinai; 
The firft two tables, we are told, were wrote by the finger a 

• God, in what character is nO( (aid, but Mofes r eeived t em 
to read to Ie, fo he fur Iy undcrftood them. ut. 
-when he had hefe twO tabl s, and had.another met-
ing with e mount on the fbbjeCl: of the law, God 
directs him f1 Y tiC) wri in the Egyptian cbaral'tt'"r 
or hierogl hies, but in th current hand ufed by th Ethi.:. 
opian m rchant8, "lie the It/Urs upon a fignet; that. is, he 
fhould not write in hieroglyphics by a piE/un, reprefenting 
toe thing, for that tn forbids; and the bad confi quences 
of this were e ident; but he 1hould write the law in th 
current 11and, by charaCters reprefel\ting founds, (thougb 
nothing elfe in heaven or on ea th,) I)I\ by' the letters that 

e Iihmaclites, Cuiliires, an~ India trading narions ha:d long 
ufed in bufinefs for. figning their invoic s, engagem nts, &0. _ 
and this was the meaning of being like the lettef's if a jig" t. 

HEWCE, i is very lear, God' did not invent letters, nor 
did Mofes, underftqod both charaCl: rs before the pr~ 
mulgation of tIl la pon Mount Sinai, having 1 arn d 
them in gypt, and during his 1 ng ftay alnong the u-
{hites,.ana h in Arabia P r.rea. Hence it ilio ld 
appear (l fl haraaer of the gyptian 

as co tid . proia and f rbid to the He brew 
and that the common Ethiopic 'vas the Hebrew facr d 

. haraC\:er, In which the opyof th law wa brft wrote. 
¥_. text b veri' clear and explicit: .~~ And the fto s ihall 
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e . ith th namel of the childr n of lfrael, tw lYe. 
accQrding tO,th irllqmcs, like the engravings of ajiglut;' every 

" one '\ ith his ,l l1ll0 :lhall they be ac 'Qrding to the twclv 
trib s ' " WJ ich ~s p!ainly, Y fiu\ll not loire in the way 

ufed till this day, r it lead.s the pea le into idolatr ; y 
fhall not typ Judah by a lion, Ztbulun y aJbip, Iifachar by 
an cfs lChing betw n two burdens; but, inftead of wri­
ting by pi ur ,you :!hall ta the other known hand, the 
IDer hants , I:iting, which ~nifies PII#f4 not thingl; write 
t e nam s udah, Zebu1 Jl vra(:bar in he 1 , fuch as the 
mer hant ufe upon their SignetS. And, Aaron's br aft-

at of pure gold, w s to be . tt . th {am alphabet, 
like the engravin s of a gnet, ROL BS$ TfJ "HE LORD t 

TIlESE:fig fts,oftheremoteftanti uityintheEafl;,arew rn 
°il .upon c ery man's hand to tbi day, having the name of 

he p di n that w s th In ox fome f; ntence upon it always 
,religiou," The Gre, s, after ,th E t>tian~~ ontinue~ the ' 

tl method, d defcribed figures upon th ir fignet; t 

o both has b en a.l ays COlllmon in Brita'n. 

'!VE find afterwards, that, in place of Hone' or gold, for 
grea. r C nvc ience Mores ote in a boo~ "And it ame 
"t pars, when s had mad~ n end Q ", writing tl 
," ords o~ this 1 w' a book., u.ntil the ere finillicd ;:t"_ .. -
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ith a view to inercafe the difference frill more be ween 
the writing ~hel . pie among the nations, and what lC 

intended to be p CU . a to ' c ]e The lira was altering 
t e direCtiQU, an writing £ m right to left, whereas, he . 
Ethiopian as, d', to thl~ day, wl'itt n from left to"right < 

as was the hierogl . al al~1ahct~. The feconrl. s. ta .. 
king ,away the. i s. whkb, f:t:om all times: fiUft have ex ... 
ifted and been, it.re, 0 t Ethiopic letters in-
vented with the . I do llOt fee how it is poillblc' it ever 
Gould have read withoUt them; ,fo tha~, which way 
foever the ditp c c neern"ng the antiquity of 
the application of the tic point , t c inventi.on wa 
no n " one, b~ did if\: as rly as la guage wa written. 

nd I apprehend, that th alterations were very rapidly 
dopted after ell iring Qf the ,law, and pplied to the 
ew chand as ftood; ecaufe, not long aft r, 

Mores was order to fubmit the 4w itfelf to th peoplc 
hi ~ been perfcCUy ilfelef: , had Dot r adillg 
d ,dle charaCter b entamiliar to them at that time . 

• 

IT. appears tp me alfo, th die Ethiop'ic words werc a1 ... -
ays feparat d, and pould not run together, or · be joincd ' 

as the Hebrew, and that the running th word t tl rin-
to one muft ve been m ter of hoice in tl c. He cw, t 

iner arc t difrerence in riting the two languages, a 
the cooP"ary had be n practifed in the Ethiopbn Ian ~agc . . 
1I!iot:lgh.th is ally: little rcfemblancc between the Etl1i 

nd th H tters, and not mu h more betwecn ' 
tha 
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,that and th . Samaritan, yet r have a very great fufpicion 
tlie languages were once ~uch nczrer, . than thi,s difa­
greemcJ;l.t of t\leir alphal;>tu proIllifes, an , for this reafoD. 
that a very great number of words are fdund througho 
the Old Teftamcllt that have really no _foot, nor can be (Ie ... I 

rived from any H brew origin, and y tall~have, in the Ethic- -
pic, a plain, cleir, unequivocal origin. ·to and from which 
they" can be traced w' thout iQrce or difficulty. 

I SHALL now 1inUh ~~hat I hav~ t<;J fay upen this fubjeC't, 
by cibferving, that the th'opic .alphabet c~s of twenty­
fix letters, each Qf theu, by a 'gula, or poiht ann~xed, 
,arying in found, fo as to become, in eKe - forty-two di~ 

ftin& letters. But I rou{\: further acId, that at firft they had 
but twenty-five of thefe original letters, the Latin P being 
wanting, fo that they were obliged tofubftitute another letter 
-)1. the place of it. Panlus, for example, th y called Taulus, 
Oulus, or Caulus. Petros the~ pronounced Ketros. At laft 
they fuhftituted T, and adde~ this to the end of thejr alpha­
bet; giving it the force of P, though it ,vas really a repeti .. 
tion of a charaCt T, rather than invention. Befides thefe 
there are twenty others of the nature of dipththqngs, b ~ I 
thould f~pofe fome of thefe are Dot of the (ame antiquity 
with the lett rs of. tlle alphabet, but have been invented in 
\:.}.ter times by the fcribes for convenience. . 

HE l'~ader will underftand, that, fpeaking of the Ethio­
pic at prefent, I mean only the Geez language, the language 
ef th Shepherds, and of the books. None of the other 
many. I, nguages [poken in Ahyffinia have char~er8 for 
writing. But when the Amharic became . fnbftituted, ill 
,common-ut and cQnr;crfatio~ to the Gecl, after u¥ reRO! 

J ' . l'-a,jon 
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family, from their long 'banifument in 
Shoa, feven were neceifarily added to anfwer 
the pronunciation of this new language, but no book was 
ever yet written in any oche language except Geez. On the 
contrary, there is an old law in chi country, handed down ·by 
tradition only, that whoever iliould attem,pt 'to tranflace 
the holy fcripture into Amharic, or any other language, 
his throat fhould be cut after the m er in which they 
kill theep, his family fold to/fiavery, ~nd his 1 oufe razed to 
the ground; and, whether the fear of this law was true 
or feigned, it was a great obftac1e to me in getting th fe 
tranflations of the Song of Solomon made which I intend 
for fpedmems of the different languages ·of thofe diftinC1: 
nations. 

THE Geez IS txceedingly harlh and unhartnonlolls. It is 
full of thefe two lerte , D nd T, on which an accent is put 
·that nearly refembles ftammering. Confidering the fmall 
'extent of fea that divides this country fro Arabia, 'N' ar 
not to wonder that it has great affinity to the Arabic. It is 

I not Bifficult to be acquired by thofe ho underftand any 0- . 

'ther of the oriental languages; and, for . r afon I have gi­
'v n fom time ago, t :t the roots of many Hebr words 
are onl to be foUftd ere, I t ink it abfolut Iy neceffary 
.to at thofe that ould obtain critical fkill in that Ian .. 
. guagc. 

EMMB , lite, has a fmall Ethiopic di .. 
'tionary . thin quano, hich, f as it goes, has confider 
·able merit~ and I am told ther are others of the fame kind 

xtant, written chiefly by Catholic priefl:s. But by far the moil: 
'Copious, diftinCt, and beft-digeftecl worle, is that of Job Lu-

vc:f... 'L 3 H ?olf, 
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dolf, a German of great l¢arni~g i the Ea:.{1;e 'n l~(nguag 
and who has publifued a gramm~. i~ionary of tl 

eez in folio . . This read with attention is more than fuf 
ficient to make any perf Oil of very moderate genius a gr at ... 
proficient in the thiopic.1anguage. He has.likewife writtc 

thort e{fay. towards a diCtionary and 'gl mmar Ilf th Am­
haric, which, confidering the very fmall help he had,fuews . 
his fuq>rifing tale and capacity .. MllCh,· however, r - . 
mains fiin to do; and it i in ed.fcarccly" P9ffible to bring : 
this to any tolerable" degree of forwardn {! for wa,nt of : 
books, unlefs a man · of, geni~ while in the country ·itfelf, ~ 

were to giv hi time ·and plicati6n to .it: It is no . 
much more difficult., than· the' -fonner, and lefs conneCted { 
with the Hebrew. .. 01: J\J.:abic, bu has. a JIlQre ha.rmoniou ; 
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, SMJt . .ActoUdt -J'tbt 7',.. Winm · (/nd . Monfo~~Ajpli((Jti6n if Ibz's 
. to lbe VOJC!c to Ophir "lznd Tacf!;fI6,. 

"IT is a mct:tt r of ~e:u ~flf '(jn, which 1he~s tIte vanity o' 
all human tauiments, t tl e precedlng pages av 

~been employ d·in ·de.fcttbing, and,as it were,:dra~ing from 
oblivion, the iftory of tbofe very ati 8 that ':Brft con'" y. 
ed to th world, Dot 'he '1 ~ents of literature·OJily,:but al 
fo of learning, 'art ,an fciences in their full d tail and 
ert ion. We ft that he~ had taken deep root, an 

~"ll'P DOt ·ea.fily extirpated. The nl:l1: great and f tal blow 
{th reeei cd as ftom .the defrruCtion of Thebes, and it 
"monarchy, by he firft in a.Gon of .the hepherds Ul r S 
'. a.tis, which ilioo th m to the ery 0: nda ion. 11 e n xt 
w in ·the conq t ft f the Thcbaid under baeo and 15 

'Sh pherds. Th third was w en the em ire of La," r < pt 
'(I do run . of t e Thcbaid) "vas tran ferred t eU"l­

. his, an(l 't at city tak,en. as writers lay, by n.e h pherds 
:t)f bari& only, or of the elta; though ' t is feareely proba ... 

e, that, in fa ourite a canfe ~s the deftruCti n of cities, 
"he whole.sh pherd did' not lend ther affiftance. 

). . S H Tn ~ 
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'THEst were the calamities, we may {up 
the arts in Egypt II,; ror,. as to-the forei 
Duchadnezzar and his Babylonians, they efred citi 
the perfons of individuals only. hey were t 
ver-inteaded to have lifting confequ. es; the' inn 
and: end were prophefied at the {; tim~ Th of the. 
Affyrians was a . . ti ¥ as· are toldt 
by fqiptUl'f! Itfelf; but £ :years ., half h _ 
life of man, given, for a particular purpofe,for the inel nifi ... 
cation of the king NebUchadUezsar, r the' harc:l1hi9a he­
fuftained at the 1iege of Tyre, where the obftW.~y of the · 
inhabitant.s"in. deftfOying tb.eir w tk,. de i"i ed. the con 
queror of his e Betted booty. The Babyl s were a ... 
people the moft polHhed after the Egyptians. Egypt under. 
them'fuffered by rapacity, butnot by': igporancehas it did in 
all the <;onquefts of the She~het;ds •.. 

. . -
, 

A FT ER TheBes wai deffroyed' By the firft SJiepherds, com 
mer e, and it 'is probable th~ arts with it, .fled for a time ' 
from Egypt, and centered in- Edam, a city and territory, 0'. 

e know littlc'Of its hiftor,., at hat perioa the richeft in the ' 
w rld. David; i n the very neighbourhood of Tyre and . OD7 
ails Edo theft:rong city,; "Wbo will bring me into the 

~ ftrong city? ;\Tho i~l lead me' into Edam t t" avid,.. 
t: 

fro an ola qu .I, and probably from the re<;:ent jn~ .. 
ftigations· of the Tyrians hi~ friends, invaded:' Edom +, ~ 
deftroycd the city, and difperfed the people. He was. 
the great military pow: r then upon . the continent; Tyre, 
and dorn wel:e ri~als.; and. his conq\.\eft of th1t laft. 

grea . 

- ( . 
• Ezek. chap. xxix. vcr. u. t PfaJm. c;hap. Ix. er.!). and fCaI. evili. \'cr lO'. :. 

2. SiW\l •. wp .viii. vcr ~ 14 - 1 KiD&, chap ~ ver. J S. )..6_ 
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flate, which he united to is cmpire~ 
E··aA.a ....... the trade he fought tel ivatc, by 

the' ery ..means ufed to obtain it, had n t Tyre e 11 in 
a pacicy {ucce d om, and- to colleCt its mar~ner 

d artificers, f4 conq~~~'1 

DAVID took plail." 

r', which 

t ......... __ 

of the fame: ... !P'l1lUl 

peculiarly reft 

For 



d m "1 rs, difpcrfcd by his fath r.'s 
oft of hom had taken 
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( e Straits; an , fr 

d tll E .. ~ 

ion pa .. 
h 

vem til "March, dired:ly contra T, down the A al ian 
Gulf, from the.8traits. of Babclmandeb to Suez and the Ifill.,.. · 
muse 
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fix months from the north ard, and th 0 -ex- Ii mOllltlU 

from the fouthward, ill the Arabian G : White in the 
Indian Ocean, without the Straits of belmandeb, theYi 
blow juft the contrary at the fame fear; ' ; that is, hi fiW<&&.1.aIN 

frOln the fouth ward, and in winter 0 t n hwar 
fubjeCl: to a fm,\-ll inflexion to the eaft an to th \V ft. 

THE reader will c.rve, then, that, a em fai' fro 
Suez or the Elanitic Gulf, in an . of the1!fUmtn 
will find a fleady ind at north~weft., h 11 carry it in 
the direction of the Gulf to Mocha. AI. Mocha,. the coan is 
eaft and weft to the Straitt of BabeJ.inandeb, 'fo that the vee .... 
fel from Mocha ill have variable inds for a iliort fpace~ 
but xnoftly wefterly., and thefe w' her 0 to the 
Straits. She is then done with the mo in the Gul£ 
which was from the DO . , d, b ng in Indian Ocean, 
is taken up by the monfoon i.ch blow iIi the fummer 
Inonth$ the , .and is ilirecHy con to wh obtain'S' 
the Gulf. This i a fouth-weft r, hie '!lW~ 

:with a flowing fail to .any in India, 
impediment 

'THE fame happens upon her return home. 
the winter months by the monfoqn proper to that :Ii a; that 
is, with a n()rth-eaft~ which c:: rries her t . traits 
of Babelmandeb. .8b.e finds, wi h· the Gulf, a wind t 
fouth-eaft, direCtly contrary to wh t was in he ocean; but 
~hen her courfe is contrary likewife, fo that a fo h-cafter. 
anfwering to the direction of the Gulf, carries her direaly 
to Suez, 0 the Elanitic Gulf, to whichever way. file pro-

ofes going. Hither.to all is plain, fimple, alld cary to 
• l + llnderftpoa; 
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underftood; and this was the reafon why, in the earlieft 
:ages, ~he India trade was carried on without difficulty. 

MANY doubts, however, have arifen about a port called 
Ophir, whence the immenie quantities of gold and fiJ ver 
came, which were nece1fary at this time, when provifion 
was making for building the Temple of Jeru·falem. In what 
part of the world this Ophir was has not been yet agre (I. 
Connected with this voyage, too, was one to Tarflliih, which 
fuffers the fame difficulties; one and the fame fleet perform­
ed them both in the fame feafon. 

IN order to come to a certainty where this Ophir was, it 
will be neceifary to examine what fcripture fays of it, and 
to keep precifely to every thing like defcription which we 
can find there, without indulging o\1r fancy farther. Fifjl, 
then, the trade to Ophi r was carried on from the Elanitic 
Gulf through ,the Indian Ocean. Sccflndly, The returns were 
gold, filver, and ivory, but efpecially filve1,'*. Thirdly, The 
tinlc of the going and coming of the fleet was precifely 
three years t, at no period more nor lefs. 

Now, if Solomon's fleet failed from the Elanitic Gulf to 
the Indian Oce .0, this voyage of neceffity muft have been 
made by monfoons, for nO other winds reign in that ocean. 

_ And, what certainly 1hews this was the ca£i ,.. is t~e precife 
term of three years, in which ~he fleet went and came be­
tween Ophir and Ezion-gaber. For it is plain, fo as to fu­
perfede the nece1lity of proof or argument, that, had this 

VOL. I. 3 I 'voyage 

;. Chron. chap. ix~ vef • .,zl. 
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voyage been made with variable winds, no l~mited term 0 . 

years ever could have been obferved in its going and rc.. . 
turning. The fleet might have returned from Ophir in 
two years, ill three, four, or five years; but, with variable 
winds, the return precifely in three years was not poffible,) 
whatever part of the globe Ophir might be fituated in. . . 

NElTHER Spain nor Peru could be Ophir; part' of there­
voyages.mua have been made by vatjable winds, and the­
return corifequently uncertain. The ifland of Ceylon, in the ' 
Eaft Indies, could not be Ophir; the voyage thither is indeed ' 
made by monfoons, but we have !hewed that a year is all 
that can be fpent in a voyage to the Eaft Indies; betides" 
Ceylon has neither gold nor filver, though it has ivory. St. 
Do.mingo has neither gold, nor £lIver, nor ivory. When the 
Tyrians ai~ overed Spain, they found a profuuon of fil ver 
in huge maiTes, but this they brought to Tyre by tbe Mc-­
direrranean, and then fept it to· tbe R d Sea over land to an-~ 

fwer the returns from Ind' a. Tal'ihiih, . too, is not found 
to b a port in any of thel' .voyagp , fo that part of the 
d fcription fails, nor. were there ever elephants bred in. 
Spain. 

. 
TUESE mines ofOpliir were' probaBly what furnillied die -

Raft with gold in t le' earlicft tim s; gl·eat traces of exGt-, 
vation muft, therefore, have appear d; yet. in none of the 
places jufr ~entioned are there great r mains of , any mines 
t.hat havc~e n wrought. The ancient traces of filver-mines 
jn Spain are not to be found, and there never were any o~' 
g ld. John Dos Santos *, a Dominican friar, fays, that on 

, · the 

id. Voyage of Dos Stntos/ publi..O:..ed by Lc Orande. 
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the coaft of Africa, in the kingdom of Sofa la, the main­
land oppofite to Madagafcar, there are mines of gold and 
fliver, than which none can be more abundant, efpecially 
in filver. They bear the traces of ha iog been wrought 
from the arlieft ages. They were aCtually open and work­
ing when the Portuguefe conquered that part of the pe .. 
ninfula, and were probably given up fince the difcov,.ry 
of the new world, rather from political than any oth r rea .. 
fons. 

JOHN Dos SANTOS fays, that he I~nc1ed at Sofala in the 
)rear 1586; that he failed up the great river Cuama a far a 
Tete, wh rc, always "defirous to he in the neighbourh of 
gold, hi Order had placed th ir convent. Then c hc pene­
trated for above two hundred leagues into the ountry, and 
raw the gols mines thcn working, at a mountain called A ... 
flIra . At a confiderable diftance from thefe arc the Iver 
Inines of ChiCoua; at both ;places d ere is great appearance of 
ancient exca ations; and at both places the houCes of the 
kings are b'uilt with mud an(l firaw, 'vhilfl: tl ere arc la gc 
J'emains of many buildings of ilone and lime. 
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€alls- thein, metal-mm, to Orphi, or Ophir, an ifland in the Red 
Sea. . Now, by the Red Sea, he underftands the Indian 
Ocean *; and by Orphi, he probably meant the ifland o · 
Madaga£ ar; or Orphi (or Ophir) might have been the 
name of the Continent,inftead of Sofala, that is, Sofala wh~r . 
th mines are llliglu have been the main-land of Orphi .. 

THE kings of the ifles are often mentioned in this voy.;. 
age; Bocotra, Madagafcar, the Commorras, and many other­
fmall ifiands thereabout, are probably thofe the fcripture 
calls th !flu. All, then, at laft reduces' itfelf to the finding 
a place, either Sofala, or any other place adjoining to i~ 
which avowedly can fumi1h gold, filver, and ivory in quan­
tity, has large tokens of ancient excavations, and is at 
the fam time under fuch reftriCtions from monfoons, that 
thr e years are abfolutely neceffary to perform the voyage, 
that it needs no more, and cannot be. done in lefs" and this 

. ' 
1 Oplllr .. 

LET us now try thefe mines of Dos Santos by the laws of 
the monfooI)s, which we have already laid down in defcri- , 
bing the voyage to India. The Heet; or iliip, for Sofala, part­
ing in June fronl Ezion-gaber, ,,:ould run down bef'bre the 
nonhern monfoon to Mocha. Here, not the monfoon, but 
the direction of the Gulf changes, and the violence of the 
fouth-wefier , which then reign in the Indian Oc an, make 
themfelves at times felt ven in Mocha Roads. The v 1fel 
the 'efore comes to an anchor in the harbour of Mocha" 
and here ihe wai ts £ r moderate wea~er and a fair ind, 

hich . 
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which carries her out of the Straits of Babelmandeb, through, 
the few ~agues where the wind is variable. If her courfe: 
was now t.o the Eaft Indies, that is eaft-north-eaft, or no1'th­
eaft and by north; fhe would find a ftrong fouth-weft wind 
that would carry her to any part of India, as foon as' the· 
deared Cape Gardefan, to which ihe wa bound . 

• 

BUT matters are widely different if the is bound for 0-

fala; her courfe is nearly fouth-weft, and ihe meets at Cape' 
Gardefan a ftrong fouth-wefter that-blows directly in hel'! 
teeth. Being obliged to return into the gulf, file mil1:akes 
this for a trade-wi1\d, be'caufe ihe is not able to mak her 
voyage to Mocha but by the fummer monfoon, which ar­
ries her no far~her than the Straits <1f Bab Imandeb, andi 
then leaves her in the face of a contrary wind, a ftrong cur-· 
rent to the, northward, and violent fwell. 

THE attempting this voyage with fails, in thefc 'circum-.. 
ftances, was abfolutely impoffible, as th ir vc1Tds went only 

• before the wind: if it was performed at all, it muft have heen' 
by oars·, and great havock and 10fs of men muft have been: 
the confequence of the feveral trials. This is not conjec­
ture only; the prophet Ezekiel defcribes the very faCt. 
Speaking of he Tyrian voyages probably of this very one 
h fays, "Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters 
" (the ocean): the eaft wind hath btoken thee in the 

idft o{ e feast." In thort, the eafi:, that is the north-eaftl 

wind, was the very monfoon that was to carry them to 80-
&la, yet having no fails, . being upon a lee-thore, a ery bold 

3 coaft, 
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ICoaft, and great fwell, it was abfolutcly impoffiblc with oars 
10 lave themfelves from deftruCtion. 

AT laft philofophy and obfervation, together with the 
unwearied pcrfeveranc of man bent upon his own views 
and intereft, removed thefe difficulti s, and fuewed the ma­
riners'of the Ara'bian Gulf~ that thefe periodical winds, which, 
in the beginning, they looked upon as invincible barricx$ to 

. th trading to Sofala, when once underfrood, were the very 
means ofperforming this voyage fafely and ex "tioully. 

THE ven"el tradin fY to Sofala failed, as I have faid, from the 
bottom of the Arabian Gulf in funlmer, with the monfoon 
at north, wI ich earned her to Mocha. There the monfoon 
failed her by the change of the direCtion of the Gulf. The 
fout l-weft winds, which blow without Cape Gardefap, in 
the Indian Ocean, forced themfelves round the Cape fo as to 
be felt in tbe road of Mocha, and make it uneafy riding 
there. Dut thefe foon changed, the weatlH~r became mo­
derate, and the v {fel, I fuppoii 'in the month of Augufl, was 
fafc at anchor under Cape Gardefan, where was the po 
which, many years afterwards, was called Promontorium 
Aromatunl. Here the fhip was obliged to flay all 0-

vern r, becaufc all tbefe fummer months the in fuuth 
of the Cape was a flrong fouth-weftcr, a h th b n b fore 
faid, dire 1,· in the t eth of the ~oyage to So al But this 
time a not loft; part of th goods bought to be ready fo 
the rerun was ivory, frankincenfe, and myrrh; and e au 
was then at the principal man for the~ 

J SUPPO JZ in Tovembcr the ve1fel faikd with th 
north- aft, with which-the would foon ha,re made h r'Voy·' 

• -age. 
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age: But off Ithe coaft of Melinda, in the beginning of e~ 
ember, 1he there met an anomalous monfoon at fouth-weft, 

in our days firft obferved by Dr Halley, which CUt if 1 r 
voyage to Sofala, and obliged her to put in to the fmall har ... 
bour of MfJ~ba, near Melinda, but nearer ftill to Tarihiih 
which we find here by accident, alld which we think a 
ftrong corroboration that we are right a tt.> the reft of th 
voyage. In the Annal of Abyffinia, e fee that Amda ion, 
making war upon that coaft in th 14th centur5', in a lift 
of the rebellious Moorilh va1fals, me ions the Chief of Tar ... 
fhith as one of them, in the very fituatioll where 
I?-0W placed him. • 

SOLOMON'S ve1fe.l, hen', was obliged to 'flay at Tariliiih til 
the month of April of the fecon year. In 1\ia. , the wind 
let in at north-eaft, and probabl y carried her that fame 1110n th 
to Sofala. All the tim the [pent at Tarfhilh was not loll, 
for partof her cargo as to be bro ght from that la e, and 
1he probably bought, befpokc, or 1 ft it there. l;rom May 
of the fecond year, to the end of that olonlOon in 01ober, 

.th veEel could not flir; the wind ws north .. caft. But thi 
tinl far f~ being loft, was neccifary to th trad rs for ' 
getting in their cargo, which we {hall fuppofc 
for theJru. 
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With the May monfoon !he ran to Mocha within the Strai" s. 
and was there conflned by the fummer monfoon blowing 
up the Arabian Gulf from Suez, and meeting her. Here fh~ 
la till that monfoon, w~ich in fummer blows northerly 
f rom Suez, changed to a fouth-eaft one in oCtober or No­
.veIn bel', and that very eafily brought her up into the Ela­
rudc Gulf, the middle or erid of December of the third year: 
She had no need af more time to cOIQ.p]ete her voyage, and 
it was not pollible the could do it in lefs. In iliort, the 
changed the monfoon, fix times, which is thirty-fix months, 
or three years exaCtly; and there is not another combination 
of monfoons over the globe, as far as I know, capable to 
effeCt the fame. The reader will pleafe to confult the map, . 
and keep it before him, which will remove any difficulties 
he may have. It is for his inftruCtion this map has been 
made, not for that of the learned pr late '* to whom it is 
infcribed, mud,!; mOl'C capable of giving additional lights, 
than in need of receivirtg any information 1 c n give, even 
on this f u bj eer. 

THE celebrated Montefquieu conjeCtures, that Ophir. was 
really on the coaft of Africa; and the conjeCture of that great 
lnan merits more an ntion than the alfertions of ordinary 
people. He is tOO fagacious, and too enlightened,. eithel" to 
doubt of tbe rearty of the voyage'-'itfelf, or to feek for Ophir . 
and TarfhHh. in China. Uninformed, however, of the par-
kular direaion of the monfoons upon the co aft, firft very 

fiightly fpo en of by udoxus, and lately obferved and de­
lienated 



·t faid that one of there junks of die Red Se 
VI- twenty days on voyage, which a Greek or Roman 
veJTeI would e performed in feven; and Strabo + hL d 

'(I th .{j 

"JniU&"~fs) or fwiftnefs, 
II h 

;llh: SalOl. 
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juriks, indee~ were light and convenient boats, made ' 
crofs the ~ttO gulf between the Sabeans n Homeri 
or ~£hites, at Az'ab upon the ed Sea, d tl:rry provUi 
from Arabia Felix to the more defert coaft of A~b. I have , 

hinted, that the names of places fufticiendy de!l1lCJlIltItralte 

the great lofs of m n that happened 0 traders to Sofa! 
before the kno*ledge of .the monfoons, and the iq.uoduc ... 
,tion of the u~ of fails. 

I SHALL now confider'how far the thing i eo' ........ 4_~ 
. he names of places in the language of the country, fucA 

they have retained among them to the pre' da. 

TaERE are thtte Mochas ment· on in t vo age, u .. 
:ated in countries very ,diffimil ' r t , c.ti.ftant 'from, e 
othe,rA The firft is in ArabiQ. De:G rta, .in l~t. 30° near~y, not 
far from ,the bottom of th Gulf of Suez. The fecQnd is in 
lat. 13°, a fmall dift~e from the Sfraits of Babelmandeb. 
The third Mocha is in lat. 3° foudl, · arTarihiihton he coaft 
,of Melinda. ow, the meaning of a, in Ethiopic, 
is prifoll; and is particul rly giv.en to thefe h e tmlllICeL 

caufe, in any of them, fh'p is forced to 113.¥ or 
ed fOl mOl ths, till tl1e changing 0 ~h m $ 

at liberty to purfue her voyage. At Mocha, near the b 
of the Gulf of Suez. a vell' 1, andng 0 ro {o" ,'D.JI'1."IlII' 

to Babelmand )' is kept .here in ifoD 
lummer monfoon fets her at Ii r :At Meldla. 
"elL. c fame happens to any veffcl Wei g t 

to uez.in the fummer months..; !he may com 
the Straits of l3abchnande b to Mocha oad by t 
.tal direction of ~he heud of the Gulf; but, ~n ,the YYV'Yftf'ft 

1 b., the lloJ.:th- veft wInd obliges her 



'11 th fouth..eaftcr relieves 1 er in vcm­
iter you doub Gardefan, the {i mmcr mon oon, , 

orth.e is arrying. lr 1fel full fail to So .ala, w,hen 
til . alou monfoon take h r off the co it: of 1Vlelinda, 

her into Tariliith, where !he is imprifoneu for x , 
onth in t Mocha ,there. So that t1 is "oro is v 'y cm- . 

J 

p,hatic 11yappl d to tho~ place where thips ar n ccHarily 
rained by the change of.xnonfoons; and proves the u'lltl ' 

of wh t I hav faid •. 

TRa la 'Cape '01\ . the Abyffinian fhorc t before you I'u 
. to the Straits, is Cape Defan, called by the Portugueii , 
a,pe D4foi. This has no meaning in any language; the 

yffinian8, on whofe fide it is, call it Cape Deftlll, th Ca pc 
. B riaL It probably there where the eail: wi d drov 

a1hore the bodics of fuch as had been fhipwreckcd in the 
voyage. . The point of the. fanle coaft, :which ftretch s out 
. to the Gulf, fore you arrive at Babclmand b, was, by 

e omQ.I').S, call PromoNtoPiNtii Aro1lttlhlm, and nULc, b · th 
fe, Capt GQrJefoi. But the name given it by thl... · 

fj:JVitinian a tlLil() on the Gulf' is, Cape Gardif(lII, th 
-.-... _._ Oi:1l1.:l.lt1:lLL 
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Ttll raits by which we enter the Arabian G 
the ortuguefe called Babelmandeb, hich is 
The name by which it goes among th ativ 
mandeb, the Gate or Port of Afili iOIL And ear 't 
places a town he cails, in the Greek, Ma.ruiaeth, 
pears to me to be only a cor-ruption of Mand 
montory that makes the {outh fide of the Straits, and the city 
~hereupon, is DirlZ, hich means the 1ia:des, or Hell, by Ptole­
my t called J)..",. Thi~ too, is a tranllation of e ancie 
name, becaufc J)."pw (or Dirre) has no fignification in the Greek. 
A clufter of illands you meet in the can a\, after paillng Mo­
cha, is called Jibbel Zekir, or, the IUands of Prayer for the 
remem brance of the dead. And frill, in the fame courle up 
the Gulf, others arc callep Schaat Gzier, Praife or Glory be 
to God, as we rna y fuppofe-J for the return from this danger­
ous na igation. 

ALL the eo aft to tl e eaftward,.*<> 
out into the ocean, is the territory of Sab~ 
modally has been the mart of frankincenfe, mytTlit 
halfam, Behind Sab~ upon the Indian Oc an, is he Rig;' 
Cinnamolliftra, where a confiderable quantity of th ' . 
namon gro s, :which the Italian druggifts call MIII//a. 



t and pleafure of Saba. This is built with 
ify ·blocks of mar brought from the n ighbour~ 

ing oun . , 1 !ed upon one another without lime or 
ment, but join d with thick cramps, or bars of brafs. 

There are likewife a number of w 11s, not fix ~ et wide, com 
poled of pieces of marble hewn ~o parts f a circle, and 
joined ith the fame bars of brafs alfo. This is xce ding y 
fur.prifing, fur Agatha!< ides· tells u , that the Alileans and 
Caffandrin , in the fouthern parts of j\rabia, (juft oppofite to 
Azab), had among them gold in fuch plenty, that th y would 
give double the we.igbt of gold for iron, triple its wight 
for brafs, and ten times its weight for filver; that, in dig­
ging the eart~ they found pieces of gold as big as oliv 
fton but tllets muclliarger. 

THrs 14 ems to me e traordinary, if brafs was at fuch a 
price in Arabia, that it could be ere employed in the mcan­
eft and moft common wes. However this be, tbe inhabitants 
of tb Co tin nr, and of the peninfula of Arabia oppofite to it, 
~rrJf_IlOID1Il&~' on ~ree, tbat this was the royal feat of tlit 
~~fAtJafS.Iba.~.~tno in ~clefiaftical hiftory for her journey 

at thefe workS tielonged to her, and were 
lace of .her relld nee; that all the gold, filvcr, 

fr her kingdom of Sofa la, which was 
'·:_lGldiir,·anAJlthidl r ch from thenc to Azab, upon the 

_ ...... ~ . .. :ttM "IM~~: ii'k>ng coaft of the Indian Ocean. 

t, that this ~s the place in 
.l.DUuaLI..JJl~~io the j 1. that the ~een of Saba 

ut as the dignity of the exp dition it .. 
4 fel~ 

~.p. 60. 



felf, and the place it holds in Ji Uh antiq iti , men I 
it thould be treated in a place by itfelf; fo e con eeuon 
that it is fuppo{ed to have wit the fa a . n of he InO ... 

narch y of Abyffinia., the con try ofe . hiftory I am going . 
JO write, make! this pu-ticulnr. y proper for the fuke of con 
necrion ; and I 1hall, therefore, OODtillu.e the hiftory of 
trade of the Arabian. Gulf to a period in which: 1 can re­
fume the narrative of ' this expcditiQJl without. occaUonin.g:~ 

QY interruption to :ei$er., 



e 

'U!lutlling Siale ~flJe India Trade-Hurl by Military Expediti(inl1'th 
PtrjillllJ-Revi'f)es u'llur tbe Ptolemies-Falls to Deco] under the 
·Romanl. 

HE .profperous days of the commette lVith the Elanitic 
Gulf feemed to be at this time nearl y paft ; yet, after 

"the revolt of the ten tribes, dom remaining to the houfe 
. of David, they fUll carried on a fort of trade from the E1a .. 
nitic Gulf, though attended ~ith many difficulties. This 
continued till the reign of Jehofaphat • ; but, on JehoraIll's 
·fncc e t1~ that ',prince, the Edomites t revolted and chofe 
.a king of ·t eir own, and wer never after fubjeCl: to the 
kings of Judah till the reign of ·Uzziah t, who conquer (1 
'Floth, fortifi&l . t, and having peopled it with a colony f 
his 0 ~, re i ed the old et;affic. This fubfifled till the reign 
of A Rczin king df Damafcu took Eloth II, and 

I nting in their llead a colony of Syri-
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people. Immenfe riches flowed to him, therefore, on all 
fides, and it was a circumftance particularly favoutable to 
merchants in that country, that it was governed by written 
laws that fcreened their properties from any rematkabl 
violence or injuftice. 

I SUPPOSE the phrafein [cripture, cCTheIawof the M des 
and Perfians, which altereth not*," Inufi mean only writte 
laws, by which thofe countries were governed, without be­
ing left to the difcretion of the judge, as all the Eaft was, 
and as it aCtually now is. 

IN this fituation the country was at the birth of Cyru ~, 
who, laving taken Babylon t and fiain BeHhazzer:t, becam 
mafter of the whole trade and riches of the Eail. Whatever 
charaCter writers give of this great Prince, his conduct, with 
regard to th commerce of the country, fhews him to have 
been a weak one: For, not content with the prodigious 
profperity to which his dominions had arrived, by the mif­
fortune of other nations, add perhaps by the good faid 
kept by his fubjcCts to merchants, enforccd by thofe written 
laws, he undertook the tnoft abfurd and difaftrous project: 
of molefting the traders themfcl ves, and invading India, 
that all at once he might render himfelf mafter of their 
riches. He exe uted tllis fcheme juft as abfurdly as h 
form d it; for, knowing that large caravans of merchants 
came into Perfia and Affyria from India, through the Aria­
na, (the defen coaft that runs all along the Indian Ocean to 
~LL 3L ili 

• chap. vi. vir. 8. aDa Efther, chap. i. ver. (9 . 
• • p" vi. vcr. S. • t Dan. ch~. v. vcr. 03" • 
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the Pernan Gulf, almoft entirely deftitut of wat.er, and very 
arly as much fo of provifions, b th w hieb caravans al .. 
ays carry with them)., he attempted to enter India by tl 

cry fame road with a large army, the v ry fame way his 
redeceifor Semiramis had projected 1300 years before; and 

as her army had perifhed, fa did his to a man, without ha-
ing ever h d it· in his power to take one pepper-corn hy 
force from any part of India, 

THE fame fortune altended his fon and fuce Qr Cam­
byfes, who, obferv:ing the quantity of gold brought from E­
thiopia into Egypt, reCaived to mar h .. to . the' fource, and 
at once make hilnfelf maft l" of tho£ tr afures by rapine, 

hich he thought came too {lowly thro gh the medium. 
f commerce. 

CAMBYSES'S expedition into Africa js too ,veIl known for­
me to dwell upon it in tIus plac.. It hath obtain d a cele­

rity by: the abiurdity of the proj :t, by the normous cruelty 
nd havock: that attended the co rie of it, a.nd by the gr at 

and very juft punifh nt that cloii d it in the end. It was.. 
one of thofe many monfil'ou cxtl'avaganci s which made up; 
the life of he greateft lnadma.n that ever difgraced th annals 
of nti uity. The bafcft mind is perhaps the moft (apabl 
of avari ; and whe this paillo bas taken poffefiion of th 

uman h art, it i ftrong enough to excite us to underta­
kings as great as any of thore dictated by the noble.ft of O~ 

CAMBrs~s amidft the commiffion of the moll he "d ex­
e.ffes during ' the conqueft of Egypt; a~' 1£0' d that, 
om the fouthof tll t country, there was~onftantly. brought 

a q~~tity. 
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a ~uantity of pure gold, independent of what came from 
e top of the Arabic Gulf, which was ~ow carried into 

Affyria, and circulated in the trade of his country. Thi 
, fupply of gold belonged properly and xclufively to Egypt; 

and a very lucrative, though not very xtcnfive comm rce, 
as, by its means, can-ied on with India: He found out 

that the people, po1feffing thefe treafur s, ere called Mac .. 
robii, which fignifies long /if)trJ i and that they poffelferl a coun­
try divided from hinl by lakes, mountains, and d ferts. But 
what ftill affi Cl:ed him moft was, that in his way were a mul. 
titude of warlike ah pherds, with whom the reader is al 
re dy fufficiently acquainted. 

A OTHE 

• 
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A OTHER. d tachment of his army proceed d to the cotm· 
try of the Shepherds, who, indeed" furnifued him wt 
food; but, exafpcratcd at the facrilegc be had committed 
againft their god, the conducted his troops through pIa es 
.vhcre they could procure no water. After uffcnng all 

this 10fs, h was· not yet arrived beyond 24°, the parallel of 
Syenc. From h nce he difpatched alnba1fadors, or fpies, tel 
lifcovcr tbe country before him, finding he could no longer 

r Iy upon the Sh ph rds. There found it f black w r- ' 
like people, of gr at fiz , and prodigious ftrength of body; 
aCtive, and continuallyexercifed in hunting the lion, the 
I phant, and other monftrous beafts . hich live in there. 

forefts .. 

TIlE inhabitants fo abounded with gold, that the moB: 
common w nfils and inflruments were made of that metal, 
w hilft; at the fame time, they were utter ftrangers to br d 
of any kind whatever ; and, not only fo, b their oUlltry 
was, by its nature, incapable of producing any fort grain 
from which Bread could be made. They (u fted upon 
raw llclh alone, dried in the {un, efpecially t at of the 
'hinoccro , the eleph~nt, and giraff:, hich th baa tain 

in hunting. On nch food they have r fi 
live to this day, and on fuch foo4 I fj If ha 
them; yet ftill it appcar& ftrange, that peopl 
this diet, ithout vari ty or change,1hould ha.'¥ 
charaCteri1lic that ~ were long livers 

TilEY were not at all alarmed at the 
ambaffadors.. On the contrary, they t 
ferior fpedes of me Upon a1king t 

• an ' 
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nd hearing it was upon bread, they called it dung, I f lp­
as havi g die appearance of that bread which I have 

feen the miferable Agows, their neighbours, mak from 
feeds of baftard rye, hich they colleCt in their fields un­
der the burning rays of the fun. They Jaughed at Cam 
byfes'~ requifition of fubmitting to him, and did not on .. 
ceal their contempt of his idea of bringing an army thi .. 
there 

THEY treated ironi lly his hopes of conqucft, even fnppo­
flng ·all diillc lties of the defert overcome, and his army 
ready to enter theii- country, and counfeled him to retun 
while he was well, at leaft for a time, till he ihould pro .. 
duce a man of his army that could bend the bow that they 
then fent him; in which cafe, he might continue to ad 
v: , pd have hope of conqueft.--The reafon of their re:.. 
fer ce to the bow will De feen afterwards. I m nrion thcl4 
circumila es of the quantity of gold, the hunting of ele. 

hanta, their living upon t~e raw fieth, and, above all, th 
eire ftances of the bow, as things which I myfclf can 
teft· to a met with among this very people. It is, i 
de d, hig4!y fatlsiaCtory in tr veIling, to be ,able to explain 
tr ich, from a want of knowledge of the country 

ve een treated as fal~ hoods, and placed t th 
• ~~:11' t 0 ihiftorians~ 



.... 5... ~RAVP.LS TO DISCOVER 

this treafure as, however, impraBicable, as be had 0 

provifion, nor as there any in the way of his march. 
army, therefore, wafted daily by death and difperfion; and 
he 11ad the mortification to be obliged to retreat into Egypt, 

fter part of his troops had been duced to the nece1lity of 
ating each other * . 

• 

DARIUS, king of Perna, attempted to open this trade in 
:a. much morc worthy and liberal manner, as h fj nt 1hips 
lown the ri er Indus into t ocean; h nee they entered 
he R d Sea. It is ~bable, in this voyage, he.acquired all 

, the knowledge nece1fary for ftablifhing this tra.d in Per .. 
fia; for he muft have paff'ed through the Perfian Gulf, and 

long the whole eaftem coaft of Arabia, nluil ha 
feen the marts of perfumes nd fpices that w re at the 
mouth of the Red Sea, and the manner of barte 'ng for 
gold and lilver, as he s necelfarily in thofe trading 
places which were upon the ,'ery fame co n from which. 
the bullion was brought. I d,? n no, then, hJ M; de 
~lontcfquiel1 t has treated. this exped" of D . {~ con­
temptuoufiy, as it appears to have been e e ted wi ut 
great trouble or e pence, 2.nd terminated without lofs or 
hardthip ; th ftr~ngeft proof that it was at firft. · y. DULfl..;_ 

cd. T-he prin<:c himfelf was famous for l:i 
ing, which we find by hi an iety to adm1 e e 
:Magi, and the fenfe he had of that honour, in caufing it to 
be engraved upon his tomb. 
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. THE expedition of Alexander into In(li was, of all cv nt , 
that which moR threatened the deftru ion of th con m r . 

e Con~in nt, or the difperfing 1t in 0 diff, rent hannel 
througho th £aft: irft, by tbe d firuetion of ' yrc, whi 1 
muft have,:fi a ri~, annihilated the trade by the Ara ian 
Gulf; then by his march through Egypt into the country 0 

the Shepherds, and his intended further prqgref: int Eth i 
pia to the head of the Nile. If we may judg of what we heal' 
of him in th t part of his expedition, we thou Id be apt n t to 

bdie ,as others are fond of doing, that he had {cherne 0 
• 

(OItltnerce mingled WIth thofe of con,quefts. His anxiety 
about his own birth at the Temple of Jupiter Anunon, this 
firft queflion that he afked of the p . eft," here th il 
had itl {ouree," feemed to denote a mind b fied about other 
objeCts; for elfe he was then in the very place for infornla­
tion, being' th temple of that horned god ,the deity of 
the h MS, the African carrie of the Indian produce; 
a temple hich; though in t1 e micUl of fanci, and dcfiitute 
sf gold or fiiver, po1fdfed more and better infonnation con .. 
cerning the trade ef India and Mrica, than could be found 

1 om r place 0 the Continent. Y ct we do 1 ot h C;ll' 

aucauo ing made, or one arrangement taken, 1 -

lati e to 0 ning the India trade wid 1Jhcbes, or with Ale. -
~~., 'Wll~l:.U1C."built afterwards. 
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which followed the march of the army by land, and much 
difficulty and danger attended the fhipping a . they were fail .. 
ing in unknown feas ~gainft the monfoons. earchu$ him 
informed the king at Babylon 6f his {uce fsM v&yage, who 
gave him orders to continue it into the Iled Sea, which he 
happily accomplifhed to the bottom of the Arabian Gulf. 

WE are told it was his intention to earry on the India ' 
trade by the Gulf of Perfia, for 'which r afon he broke 
down all the cataraCts and d~ms which the Penians had 
built over the rivers ~ommunicating with the Euphrates. 
No we, however, feems to have been made of his knowledge 

• 
of Arabia and Ethiopia, which makes me imagin~ this ex .. 
pedition of Alexander~s fleet was not an idea of is own. It 
is, indeed, faid, that when Alexander came into India, the 
fouthero or Indian O~ean was perfeCtly unknown; but I 
am rather inclined to believe from this circumftance, that 
this voyage was made from fome memorials ~~aining 
concerning the voyage of Darius. The faa: and c rcUIn­
ftances of Datius's voyage are co:t;n.e <I h to m, , by 
thefe very fame means, it md probable they 1"QtnelO. 

Alexander, who I do not believe ever intend~d to carty Q 

the India trade at Babylon. 
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THI Ptole~ies. the wifefr princes that ever fat upon the 
th ne of Egypt, applied with the utmoft care and attend n 
to cultivate-the trade of India, to keep up p rfea and friend~ 
ly underftanding with every country that fuppl~ed any 
branch of it, and, inftead of difturbing it either in Mia, Ara­
bia, or Ethiopia, as their pre<iecelrol's had done, they ufed 
their ut~oft efforts to encourage it in all qU'arters. 

PTOLEMY I. was then reigning in Alexandria, the foun .. 
dation of whofe greatnefs he not on If laid, but lived to fee 
it arrive at the greateft perfection. It was his confi:allt f:ty­
ing, that the true glory of a king was not in being rich 

· himfelf, but making his fubjects fo. He, therefore, opened 
his ports to all trading nations, encouraged {hangers of 
every language, proteCted caravans, and a free navigation 
by fea, by which, in a. few years, he made Alexandria the 
great fiore-houfe of merchandize, from India, Arabia, and 
Ethiopia. He did frill further to infure the duration of his 
kingdom, at the fame time that he iliew d the utmoft dif.. 
intereftednefs for the fUlure- happinefs of his people, H 
educ.ated his fon, Ptolemy Philadclphus, with the utmolt 
care, and the happy genius of that prince had anfwered 
hi father's utmoft expeCtations; and, when he 'arrived at the 
age of governing, the father, worn out by the fa iguc of 
lQng wars, Curr ndered kingdom to his fon. 

foldier from his infancy, and con­
uenny kept a proper military force, that 111adc hinl 
ry refpeaed in there arlike and unfettlcd times. 

He had a eet of two hundred £hips of war conftantly ready 
in poit of Alexandria, the only part for which ' he had 

enfions. All behind him was w,ifcl governed, w hilft 
. • 3M h 



it enj y d a nloft fio1,lrl!hing trad , to. dye .pt"ofpcrity 0 • 

hidl peace is n cetTary. H~ died . ill ~aee and old , 
after having merited the glotious {lanle. of Soler. or SaviQIl.r 

rtf tbe hillgdom, which. he hhnfelf. h~ founded, the greatcfl: 
part of which differed from hinl in 4n.gl;lage, ~olQur, ha.bit, 
a.nd religion .. 

11' is with aftonithment we fee how thoroughly he ha 1. 
cftablithed the trade of India, Ethiopia, and -Arabia, and what 
progrefs he had already mad . towards uniting it with that of ' 
Europ "bY,apa£rage in Athenreus*, who men . n a fefiival 
and entcFtainmestgiven by his fan, Ptt>lemy Philadclphus, . 
to the people of Alexandria at his acceffion, while his. fa.ther ~ 
was alive, but had ,juft giv n up h~ cro\Vll,. . 

THERE was in this proce1Iion a.great: number of Indian l 
women, befides of other countrie ; and by Indians we may 

nderftand; not; only the Afiatic Indians, .. :hut the Abyffini- . 
ans. and the inhabitant of tl hi.gher part of Africa, as all .. 
thefe countrie were compreliended ·under the common ap- .. 
pellation. of India.. Thefe were in · the. habit of llaves, and . 
each led, or wa~ followed by, a . camelload.ed .with incenfe . 
of 811 her, and cinnamon, be1ides other aromatics • . After 
thefe caIne a. numb r of Ethiopian black . carrying. h . 
of 600 elephants. Anothertroo had 'a prodigio quanti- ­
ty of ebony;. and again others loaded · it that nneft gold, 
which is not dug from · the mine, but w.a1hed from the · 
mountains by the tropical rains in fmall pi <;e'l pr ~nets, ~ 

'h 
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whkh the nati es aI\d traders at ~\1is day call Ti&l;ar. Next 
e a pack of 2.4,000 Iadian dogs. all A{Jatic , from th 

peninf~la of India, folIo ed by a prodigious nUlnber of fo.­
reign animals, both beafts and birds, paroquets, and ot] e 
birds .of Ethiopia, carried in cages; l JO ,Ethiopian fQ. ep, 30 
Arabian, alld 20 from. the lile Nubia *; 26 Indian buffaloes 
white as fnow, and eight from Ethiopia; tnree brown bears 
",nd a wl~ite one, which laft llluft h::a:ve betn from the notth 
of E.urope; 14 leopards, 16. panthers, four lynM:es, onc,gJraf. 
fa, and. .a r,hinoceros of Ethiopia,. • 

WHEN we refle~ upon this prodigious mixture of ani 
"lnals, all fo eafily procured a.t one time, without preparatiOl 
we may imagine) that the quantity of merchandife!l, for 
-common demand, which accompanied-them, ffi\l.fthave been 

, lin the .pro.per .proportion. 

THB turrent of trade Tan towal'ds Alexandria with th 
'greateft impetuofity, all the articles of lu.·ury of the Eaft 
~ere to be found there. G"old and filver, hi'h vvcr~ fent 
form rly'to Tyre, came now down to the {fihmus -(for Tyrc 
was no more) by a much fhorter carriage, then e to Mem 
:phis, whence it was fent down the Nile to Alexandria. The 
;gold from the welt and fOlJ,th parts of' tbe CpntineI'tt reach.ed 

he ;fame rt ith ml1ch lefs time and rHk, as there was 
cd Sea to pars ; and here wa found the 111cl'chan· 

A bia an India in the gre teft protu1ion. 

Thi. is, probilbly from Atbara. or t'be old Qlt'De of the iflaad of M(tu~, which h~d recciv~ 
•• • .lltft aalQC oci1 II late 111 C.~ 



TRAVELS T 

To facilita.te the communication with Arabia, Ptolemy 
built a town on the coaft of the Red S~ in the cottnt ..... ""'''IIr 
the. Shepherds, and called it Berenice·, after his mother. This 
was intendea as a place of nece1fary refre1hmcnt for all th 
traders up and down the Gulf, whether of India or Ethio­
pia; hence the cargoes of merchants, who were afraid of 
lofing the monfoons, or had loft them, were carried by ~he 
inhabitants of the country, in three ,days, to the Nile, and 
there embarked for Alexandria. To ma the' communi ... 
ation between the Ni1<! and the Red Sea {hIl more commodi­

ous, this prince tried an attempt (which had .twice before 
mifcarried with very great lofs) to bring a Canal t from the 
Red Sea to the Nile, which he aCtually accom lithed, join­
ing it to the Pelufiac, or Eaftem branch of the Nile. Locks 
and ilukes moreover are mentioned as having been em­
ployed even in thofe early days by Ptolemy, hut very trUling 
ones could be needed. for die difference of level is there 
but very fmall • 

. THIS noble canal, one hundred yards ~road, was not cif 
that nfe to trade which was expeCted; merchallts w:ere weary 
of the length of time confumed in going to the very bot­
tom of the Gulf, and aft~r'Wanls with this inlanti na iga".. 
lion of the canal, a that of the Nile, to Alexandria. 
t herefOl'e uch more expeditioui 0 unloatl at Be ice" 
and, after three days journey, fend heir merchandife direa-­
Iy down to Alexandria. Thus the canal was difufed, the 
goods paffed from Berenice to the Nile by land, ud that 
road continues open for the fame purpofe to is day 
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1hould appear, that Ptolemy had employed the v ffels 
ndia and the Red Sea, to carry on his comm rce with 

e penin(, 1a, and that the manner of trading direCtly to 
India with Ilis a n thips, was either not known or forgot-

o ·ten. He therefore fent two ambaffadors, or me1fengers, 
Megafthenes and Denis, to obferve and I;cport what was 
the ftate of India. fince the death of Alenndcr. Thef,! two 
performed their voyage fafely and fpeedily. The account 

_ they gave of India, if it was ftriCtlya true onc, was, in all 
refpeCb, perfeCUy calculated to animate people to the fur­
ther profecution of that rrad. In the mean time, in order 
-to procure more convenience for veffels trading on the Red 
Sea, he refolved to attempt the pen ttating into that part of 
-Ethiopia which lies on that fea, and, as .hiftorians imagine, 
with an intention to plunder the inhabitants of their riches. 

IT muft not, howevcl, be fuppofed, that Ptolemy was not 
enough acquainted with the produCtionR of a country:li ncar 
to Egypt, as to know this part. of it had neither gold norfilvcr, 

hil£\: it was full of forefts likewife; for it was that paLot of 
thiopia call d Barbaria, at this day Barabra, inhabited by' 

fuepherds andering with their cattle about the neigbbour­
ingmountains according as the rains fall. Another nlore pro-. 

hI co j wall, hat he wanted, by bringing about a. 
ge of ners in thefe people, to mak thcm ufcful to. 
. that was of the highe£l importance. 



TRAVELS TO nISCOV1!' 

~live, being nttmerous, and h ped both to ,futnifh himfclf, 
. and difpofe of thein as al article of. trade, .to~his tneighbo ' 

'FHERE is fomethitlg indeed l~idiculous in the manner in 
'which he executed this expedition. Aware of the difficulty 
of fubfifting in tp.at country, he chofe only a hundred Or ek 
110rfemen, whom he -covered with coats of monftrous 
appearance and fize, which left nothing vifihle bu.t the 
eyes of the ridel". Their horfes too were dif: uifed by huge 
·.trappings, which took 'from them all proportion and 1hape. 
in this manner mey entered this part of Ethiopia, fpreading 
terror every wh re by their appearance, ' to which their 
ftrength and courage bore a ftril'l: proportion whe ever 
,they caIne to action. But neither force nor in treaty 
.,c;ould gain allY thing upon thefe Shephe~ds, or ever make 
them change or forfake the food they had been fo long 

ccuftomed to; and all the fruit Ptolemy 1"eaped from rhis 
.expedition, was to build a city, hy the f~a-fide, in the fouth­
eaft comer ofrhis country, wl1ich he called Ptolenlais The-­
ron, or Ptolemais in the country of ild beads. 

I HAVE already obfcrved, but thall again repeat it, that 
the reafon why iliips, n going up and down the Red sea; 
kept alwa.ys upon he Ethiopian tp.ore, and why the great­
ft number of dti'.!s ere always built upon that fide is, 
It at r is nluch more abundant on the Ethiopian fide 

than the Arabian, and it was therefore of the greatefi con­
fequence to trooe to have that c{)all fully difcovered and 
<;ivi . zed. lode d it IS nlore than probable, that nothing r­
th~r was irttendcd by the expedItion of tpc hundred Greeks, 
ju ow mene" one 1; han t.o-,gain fuffident 41td'lligence how 
this might be done mbfi: l)Cnc,:tiy. . 

• PT()" 
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iE y EVERGETES, fan and fucccffi r of Ptol In)' Phila­
hus. availed himiclf of this difcoycry. Having provid­

himfelf amply with neceiraries for hi army, and orcl r- · 
ed a fl et to coaft along befide him, up the Red Sc' ,h p"­
netrated quite through the COU1ltry of the Shepherds into' 
that of "the Ethiopian Troglodytes, who are black and W 01.­
Iy-headed, and inhabit the low country qttite to the n 0 n- · 
tains of Abyffinia. Nay *, he even afccnded thofe monn. 
tains, forced the inhabitants to fubmiHi 11, b lilt a ]arg 

- temple at A um, the ca.pital of Sire, and raiii d a gr .at many 
obelifks, feveral of which are ftandillg to this da.y. Aftcr­
wards proceeding to the fouth. aft, he defcend d ' in to th 
cinnamon and myrrh countryt behind Cape Gardefan, (th 
Cape that terminates the Red Sea, and · the India Ocean) , 
from this, croifcd over to Arabia, to the HOlneritc , being 
the fame people with the Abyffinians, only on the Arabian 
fuore. He then .conquered feveral of the AraBian prince, 

ho fir1\: refifted him, ~nd had it hi his power to have PUt 

an end to the trade of India th rc, had he not b en as great 
politician a hew awan1OF . . He ufea his viet rr, there­

fore, in no ·other m ner, .than to cxhort and oblige th f 
princes to protett trade, encoutage .{l.tangcrs, aBCI, bye ery 

eans, provide for the {urety of neutral inrercourlc, by ma.;­
king ri&91'OllS ex pie or robbers by fca and lw(l 
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thefe e\Tcnts to Alexandria feelns to have fuftainecl tll Io.o 

fp rity of Egypt, even againft the ravages committed in 
war between Ptolemy the VI. and VII. Al andria 
then befieged, and not. only deprived of its riches, but re· 
duced t the utmoft want of neceffaries, and the horrid be. 
haviour of Ptolelny VIT. (had it continued) would have foon 
rendered that city defolatc. The confequence o~ {uch a 
condulC't, however, made a ftrong impreffion on the prince 
himfelf, who, at once r calling his unjuft by hich 
he had baniihed all foreign met-chants ria, 
became on a fudden whQlIy addid:ed to , the encou-
rager of arts and fei nccs, and the of ftiangers, 

to any perron his 
were accordingly 
the king to acco 
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tbJ.'J!IIItnr'V. However, we muft fay, he has not feized the 
ridicu19us parts of it. 

WE are. told that the king ordered the Indian to ue 
taught Greek, and waited with patience till he had 1 arn­
ed that language. Surely, before any pe}:'fon could thu. 
inllrult: him, the mailer rouft have had fome language it 
common with his fcholar, or he had better have taught Eu 
doxus the Indian language .. as it would have beel as ea-

• 
fy, and of much more ufe in the voyage he was to under ... 
take. Befides, is it ~ffible to believe, after the many year~ 
the Egyptians traded backwards and forwards to India 
that there was not a man in Alexandria who could interpr 
for him to the k.i when (uch a number of Egyptians went 

d flayed there for month 
my Philadelphus, at his father's feIli ... 

val, fi d 600 n fem 1e lla e ,all at once, in Alexandria; 
a.na.. afte the trade had lafted fo much Jonger, wer th 
people from India decreafed, Qr would their language be leii' 
upderftood 1 The . g's wifdom, moreover, did not flu:, .. ' 
idi If grea y, en he going to trull a 1b.ip with his 
1i to Co 1kilful a pilot as this Indian, who, in the tirft 

'~II!~ft himfelf and 11 his companions . 

• ·'hc .. ~~er. and the Indian feas, ere as well kno 
y no;. and the magnificence and fhew 

baJfy ms to prove. that 
ian being fOund, Eudoxus' 

VI 0 e the bad effi ds that the 
tortions ami robberies, committed upon all fl:rangers 

• gi ing of his reign, had made upon the trading 
Eudo us returned, but after the death of Ptolc-

. SN lll. 



my. The neceffity, however, 01 this voyage. appeare 
great enough to make Cleopatra his wido projeCt a 
eond to the fame place, and greater preparations were made. 
than (or th former one. 

BUT Eud()x trying expel-iment9 probably abo t t 

count of the ~rade-willds, loft bis pa1Tage, W'a& thro n 
upon the roaft tJ,f Ethiopia; where, ha i d, d made' 
himfelf agreeable to tqe nati est 1 gh home to Egypt 
a particular defcriptioll' of that country and its pNKluce". 
which furnithed aU the dileovery' a17 0'. ftniCt the 
Vto1emies i very thing t t r ana t trade of: 

tabia. I t e courfe of the voya 
the· pa t Of the 01 a. 1 
by a. ftorm. The figure 01 
fluil'y- ;' and fome th falJorS on ... ""' .. .-
ployed' in, nl"Opean oyag ,imt'fteltllatel!lt' 

be part of on of th e el1t 
can. E doxus inA ndy nec~i·rN 

the difcovery, wJ h "'lOlCL""'&a ... 

re , s a palfage mun 
1 ntic 0 eal1. Fu} tl 



being in danger of his life, he fie 1 and Cl bark 
n t d Sea, fa,iled round the penillfula of Afrka 

ro1fcd the Atlantic Ocean, and came fafely to Cac1i~. 
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lu 'ion that happened in Egypt itfelf, feemed to 11 e fllIfIiiIr;;.::_'-J 
feded the 'c~mmunication ith the co aft of Africa; fo , 
Strabo's titne1 f'7w of the ports of the Indian Ocean, e~m 
thofe ncareft the Red Sea, were known. I 1hould, indeed, 
fuppofe, ~that the trade to India by Egypt d re led from the 
very time of the ~nquen by Crefar. The mines the 

~, &l~atl the (ource of the river Betis·, in Spain, did not p uce 
them above L. 1$,000 a-year; this was not a Ufficient capiraF 
for carrying on the trade to India, and therefore eimmenli 
riches ufth'e omans fecm. · ve en deli from the 
gre~tnds of the p s, from th c n Of the trad . 
I n faa: t, we are told that I co Ie' (till. a a pro in com . 
mon trade upon the Indian commodities. ~ now, and: 
all its neighbourhood, began to - aT a ~ r, to 
which it had been a ftrariger for fo many age. . The north' 
of Africa was in conftant troubles, after the jr.tli ruin o£ 
Carthage; fo that Vi ma..y unagine the'trade to Indi Jan 
again, on that fid , to be carried on \1 

fame manner it had fQ d'"'''' .. ,·· .... ..-
But it had enlilrged itfelf ery m ffi- 0 

and found an eary, ilion inlet, into the no h of Euro 
In' h then furni1h thtm a and cQ~=mCiIl 
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E O·F TH ILE . 

. th the funds of foreign Inerchant. The 
in dria, until the reign of Ptolelny Phifc n, had 

arri.ed. on' ~ very Jitenfive part of the India trade. Al 
Syria was m~rcantilc; and lead, iron, and copper, fu plted, 
ill fome naanner, the defici ncy of gold and lilv r, which 

again Was in fuch abundance till after the difcovcry 

t tnrle to India, by ~he Arabian Gulf and 
Ai: . ca, caJTi on y the edium of thefe' two metals, 
remained at ome undiJnini1hed with the Ethiopians, de ... 

n.dcd by large e t.enfive deferts, and happy with the cn .. 
joyment of riches and.fecurity, till a frefu difcovery again 
mtroduc 0 them both putners and mailers in their 
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Tnus was the Arabian expedition 0 Auguft 
ith the fam iews as thou of Be iramis, Cyru and 

byfes defervedl y as unhappy in ita Ufuc t~eu 

THAT the £ric n tr de, oreov r, was loft, ap an fro 
Strabo·, and hi: reafoning upon the voyage of Euoo us, 
which he treats as a fable. But his reafoning proves juft the 
contrary, and this voyage was one foun . on for opening 
this trade again, and· . . (oaLl more per£ CUr 
known. This likewife ap aT' c r from Pc.olemyt, who 
fpeaking of a promontory or cape to a ga£ 
on the coaft of Africa, fays it was inhahi d b anthro 
p agi, or man-eaters, and that all beyond 811 fo 
known, and that this cape tend d to and joined the 
tinent of India:t:. 


