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ting Cuth, Etbiopian; the neareft Ethiopian toNebuchadnez-
zar, thamaﬁpowafﬂ and capable of oppofing him, were
the Ethiopian thepherds of the Thebaid, and thefe were not
acceflible to thips ; and the fhephends, fo pofted near to the
fcene of deftruétion to be committed by Nebuchadnezz:
were enémies to the Cushites living in to
repeatedly themfelves deftroyed them, and aherefore had no
wamousa be mmm €k
s iR e o) iy
hﬁmmmmm pmphet fpeaks of Cuth
e commercial nation, fympathiling with their country-
dmlkng in the towns mmpt,mdepmdmt of the
Mmrds; who were réally their enemies, both in civil and
rehgmmmgn. - And the fword fhall come upon Egypr,
“ and - pair ;h Ethiopia, when the flain fhall
Tl i P J : I have before faid, that
spherds, neareft Egypt, had no
¢ Cathites that lived in'towns there;
n, the Cufhites in Ethiopia, who
Feyp Wm merr:hants,
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. CHAP. .

i o

Cb-xgm of Charalters or Zemr.r--Efbmpzc the firft Language— e and
why tbe ‘Hebrew Letler was formed.

T I-}E eader will obferve what T have already faid con-
derning the language of Habeth, or the Mingled Na-
tions, that they have not characters of their own ; but when
written, ‘which is very feldom, it muft be by ufing, the
Ceez a!pha'bet Kircher, however, fays, there are two cha-
rafters to be found in Abyflinia; one he calls the Sacred
01d Syrian, the other the ‘Vulgar, or Common Geez charac-
ter,nf wh?th we trc no'w fpeaking. But thu is certamly a

ra s’ whith obtamed in Egypt. The ﬁr{t was the

.Geez, the fecond the Saitic, and both thefe were the oldeft

cﬁa.hi&érs in the %rld, md both dcrwed ftom hierogly-

pﬁlﬂ. ‘1,." ST RS PN
Ax.'rnovcm it ﬁ- (il

hcre of the cmgymt’ angu

‘ﬁlztl thould 3. ry deep ionable opinions

boneemiﬁg thém, Of‘ &!B“m that au thc old deities of the
g "3Fa2 Pagan
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# . TRAVELS TO DISCOVER

Pagan nations were the patriarchs of the Qld Teftament.
With all refpe& to Sanchoniatho and his followers, I can:
no more believe that Ofiris, the firft king of. Egypt, was a
_real perfonage, and. that Tot was his fecretary, than I can
“believe Saturn to be the parriarch Abraham, and Rachel and.
Leah, Venug-snd Minerva. I will not fatigue the reader
with a detail oE ufelefs reafons ;. if Ofiris is a:real perfonage,
if he was king of Egypt, and Tot. his fecretary, they furely
travelled to very good purpofe; as all the people of Europe
and Afia feem to be agreed, that in perfon: they firft com-
municated letters and. the art of writing 1o 1, but aw
very different, a.nclvery diftant Ecmoda. 3 g

Tmns was built by acolbny Eﬁuopmns ,ﬁm
the city of Smr, or% Dog Star.. qdom Siculus fays,.
fhat the Grecks by putting Q bcha'&&m,,had made the:
word umntefhgxbh: tothe Egyptians +.8iris, then, was Ofiris ;.
but he was not the Sun, nomore. than he was Abraham, nor:
was he a real gerfonagc‘ Q?e was Syrius,, or the dog-ﬁgr
deﬁgned under the figure of a deg.,becau{e of the warning;
he gave to Acbara, where the firflt obfervations were made:
at his heliacal rifing, or his difengagmg himfelf from the
rays of the fun, fo as to be vifible to the naked eye. He:
was the Latrator Anubis, and his firft gpmccm m
ranvely compared to the barkmg of a.dog; by the warning:
it gave to prepare for the approaching inundation. 1 be~
lieve, therefore, this was the ficft hemglyphxc ~and-thae
lis, Ofiris, and Tot, were all after inventions rclatmg to it
and,m faymg thxs,la.m ﬁ)fa.rwarmd becaufcmte iss
not in Axum (onee a large%nﬁ any other hbroglyphm bu
of the dog-flar, as far as I can ﬁﬂgﬂ from the . frag..
rents, of ﬂgures of this ammal remains of which, in dxﬁ'g:
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rent poftures, are ftill d:ﬁmé’tly to be feen upon the pedef~
tals everywhere among the ruins.

IT is not to be doubted, that hieroglyphics then, but n 1
aftronomy, were invented at Thebes, where the theory of
the dog-ftar was particularly inveftigated nect-

ed with their rural year. Ptolemy* has preferved us an
obfervation of an helaical rifing of Sirius on the 4th day
after the fummer folftice, which anfwers to the 2250 year
before Chrift ; and there are great reafons to believe the
Thebans were good practical aftronomers long before that
periodt; early, as it may be thought, this gives to Thebes
a much greater antiquity than does the chronicle of Axum
juft cited..

As fuch obfervations were to be of fervice for ever, they
became more valuable and ufeful in proportion to their

-priority. The moft ancient of them would be of ufe to the

aftronomers of this day, for Sir Ifaac Newton appeals to thefe
of Chiron the Centaur. Equations may indeed be difcover-
ed in a number of centuries, which, by reafon of rhe
fmzllneft of their ﬂuammes, may very probably have e-

d the moft attentive and fcrupulous care of two or
threq generations ; and many alterations in the ftarry fir-

‘mament, old ftars being nearly extinguithed, and new ec-

mbrgmg. would appear fmm a comparative ftate of the
Wi 3£ | heavens

AL «».,;-‘,-, it "

Umobglon P Perau. i
‘twge Ann, canicul.



414 TRAVELS TO DISCOVER

heavens-made for a feries of ages. And a Theban Hey/bel®

would have given us the hiftory of planets he then obferved,
. which, after appearing for ages, are now vxﬁble no more,
\s:‘g.ve taken a different form. : :
THidiedor “gold circle of Oﬁmandyas, thews what an
immenfe progrefs they had made in aftronomy in fo little
time. This, too, is a proof of an early fall and revival of
the arts in Egypt, for the knowledge and ufe of Armille
had been loft with the déftrucion of Thebes, and were not
again difcovered, that is, revived, till the reign of Prolemy
Soter 300 years before the Chriftian =ra. I confider that
immenfe quantity of hieroglyphics, with which the walls
of the temples, and faces of the obclxiks, are covered, as
containing fo many aﬁronomxcal obfervanons.

I Look upon thefe as the ephemendcs of fome thoufand
years, and that fufficiently accounts for their number. Their
date and accuracy were indifputable; they were exhibited in
the moft public places, to be confulted as occafion required;
and, by the deepnefs of the engraving, and hardnefs of the
matcrlals and the thicknefs and fohdity o'f the ‘block m‘elf |

to v1olcnce a.nd nme

I xnow that moﬁ of fhe ‘lettnéﬂ;; e at'e of fehtimbmn.
very different from mine in thefe refpeéts. They look for

P
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Menes and hidden meanings, moral and philofophical
treatifes, as the fubjeéts of thefe hicroglyphics. . A feeptre,
they fay, is the hieroglyphic of 3 king. But where do we
meet a fceptre upon an antique Egyptian monument? or
who told us this was.an emblem of royalty among th:(l"
gyptians at the time of the firft invention of ﬂm.ﬁgux;:
writing ? Agam, the ferpent with the tail in its mouth de-
notes the eternity of God, that he is without beginning and
without end. ‘This is a Chrﬂhm truth, and a Chriftian be-
lief, but no where to be found in the polytheifm of the in-
ventors of hieroglyphics. 'Was Cronos or Quranus without
beginning and without end ? Was this the ecafe with Ofiris
and Tot, whofe fathers and mothers births and marriages
are known? If this was a truth, independent of revelation,
and imprinted from the beginning in the minds of men;
if it was deftined to be an eternal truth, which muft have
appeared by every man finding it in his own breaft, from
the beginning, how unneceffary muft the trouble have been
to 'write 2 common known truth like this, at the expence
of ﬁx weehla Mour, upbn a table of porphyry or granite..

ﬁ- wnot*nh p&bqulryat with' aftronomy ; the older
the obfervamm, the more ufe they are of to pofterity. A
leGture of an !gypmn prieft upon divinity, morality, or
natural hiftory, would not pay the trouble, at this day, of
engraving it upon ftone ; and one of the reafons that I think
no fuch fubjeéts were ever treated in hieroglyphics is, that
in all thofe } cmmﬁﬁé‘ an opportunity of feeing, and very
few peqplnﬂvc{m ‘more, I have conftantly found the fame
figures repeated,which obvioufly,and without difpute, allude
che:h;ﬂm‘.y{ﬂ’ tlwbﬁk, and its different periods of increafe,

the‘&nadr.‘ roﬁmaﬁmngw:, tucﬁuﬁmwmds, in fhort, fuch:
r,-/; i & ebiervationg
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416 TRAVELS TO DISCOVER . %@
obfervations as we every day fee in an almanack, in which
we cannot fuppofe, that forfakmgtheobv:om import, whm
the good thcy did was evident, they fhould alcribe difs
ferent meanings to the hieroglyphic, to which no key has
veen left, and thcrcfote their future inutility muft have

i‘% ; ‘...;,.!AL",'L”u"-‘fi'.rr
! LT T S e v Qe

1‘

I suaLL content myfelf in t'lm‘wulem g}:ﬁmixpon one
famous hieroglyphical perfonage, which is 7o, the fecretary
of Ofiris, whofe functien I fhall endeavour 10 explain ; if I
fail, 1 am in good company; 1 give it OW asimy opinion,
and fubmit it chearfully to the «x A
word 7o is Ethiopic, and there ¢ca
the dog-ftar. 1t was the name give

ent hctcmgeneous pieces ; num luv-in,g this fignifica-
tion in many of their books. 'Fhmamked.mu not
a Tot, but the body of a MMW&@ dog’s head,
an afs’s head. or a ferpent inftead of &Mma Tot.
According to the import of that word, it is, I fuppofe,
an almanack, or fection of the phenomena in ‘the heavens
which are to happen in the hmmdzmm n;aimﬁc to com
prehend,when expofed for the: {id

themom‘cxmﬁvemufem ntended to be, the gre:

- stummmy odm- mhlmm- ﬁgunes, ihe canmw
Tot,ithn%lmsmhuhandawwuha ‘
called Crux Anfara, which has occafioned gre:
among the dccyphcrcr& ‘ﬂm to a circle, is fi | L
pofed o dcno;c the fwdm m:d pf nﬁfymbolaf the

o o R nce

'f‘ e t .
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ce the fun has over them. : Jamblichus* records,
m hamLof ';O{, I&Qﬁe name of the divine

1 the M« Sozomen-t thinks it

vith the ineffable image

of cterhxty, Ok VZ@M{»‘{ay it is the phal-,

/)

lus, or human nital; a later § writer maintains

o, ,U)’ Ogmm% on the con-
expofed to the public
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noured me with, throughout my whole flay, hic brought it
\thh him when he remmed fmm ’hgpé, and:‘wu reftored
to hxs tbmne at Gondar.

It fcems to'me to be one of thofe rivate T or porta-

ble. almanacks&of the moft c1
whole flone is fourtcen
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with hxeroglyph;cx
‘took the mtn'c refcmblance

xmg, fo fair
mght fem as an example of
; 45 and 19; and fome
@im&damamong
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. the F,gy'puans Called
W -il!eﬂ:"was probtbily A
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whole, it maade'of fycamore, the othcrs ﬁc of etal, Th 3.
is another I am told, in Lord. Shelbum s ~colle@tion ; this: ¥

ncver had an oppm'mmty nf‘fecmg; bﬁt h *very prmcxp:d
e all of them

n "by thefe having
mihe Tors intend-

light and portable, and it vmuld
been formed fo exa@ly fimilar,

ed to be expofed in dxﬂ’erent cmim oﬁp v’hnd wenc nenhcr <

is no. where faid $rom an‘y au ‘ ihe 'inquiry into
it is therefore ufelefs. It is diff w i
gine, that any fociety,engaged in differ “tbccupanons could
fubfift long without them. Ther

that they were invented, foon ﬂfxef*’tlw dﬂiﬁeﬂion, long be-
fore Mofes, and in com:nan u.t’c mo the Gehaks qf hm
t1m€. ‘ b i v

e fecms 2113 pro!iablc, tBat fhe Wﬂphabe”fﬂims Erhm-
pic, firft founded on hieroglyphics, % aﬁerivands model-

Fourmont is fo much of this pinjo
dent the three firft letters of the Ethic are hiero-.
- glyphics yet, and that the Beta ref mb. ehc door of a

houfe or temple. But, with great‘?ﬁl "’thu”doon of

houfes and temples, when firft built, wi ﬂmm
for arches were not known, W* was aker -W the
doors of the firft Troglodytes in the mountains, which were-
rounded, and gave the hint for turning the

architeéture advanced nearer to perfection,

.

.‘A : W to be lefs doubt,

‘ar ‘;‘--&'whcn s
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ﬂiwine orjginal: they
by God himfelf ; but

e wrotc by the finger of
but Mofes mwvcd them

bje& of the law, God
the Egyptian character
‘hand ufed by the Ethi-
Ll T &ywt; that i is,. he

ftones {hall
' ot

A
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ration of the Royal

‘ R ﬁmxly, from their long banifhment in’
Shoa, feven new éhi@racters were neceflarily added to anfwer

the pronunciation of this new langu:age, but no book was
ever yet written in any othér language except Geez. On the
contrary, ﬂxeréi@hnﬂd law in this country, handéd down by
tradition only.”t'ﬁht ‘whoever fhould " attempt to tranflate
the holy fcripture lntéS'Amhanc, or any other language,
his throat thould be cut aftér ‘the in whi

kill ﬂzeep, hsmy fold to; vﬂ"y and his houife razed to
the ground; and, %W he fear of this Taw was true
or feigned, it w‘i&&* reat obffacle to me in getting thofe
tranflations of the Song of Solomion made which 1 intend
for Tpecnném of ’fhe &ﬁ'ereni languages of 'thofe dxﬁmé’t
nations.

Tn: Geez hme&iﬂgl ’huﬂmml unharmbnmus It is
full ofmefemhtwﬁ,’b and T, on which an accent is put
that nearly refembles ﬁa’tﬁ!henhg Confidering the fmall
extént of fea that divides this country from Arabia, we arec
not to wonder that it has great affinity to the Arabic. It is
not difficult to be icq&ed by thofe whounderftand any o- -

« ':;] 1ages ; and, for a reafon I have gi-
ven fome time agc Mthe roots of many He words
are on!r w‘fﬁﬁmﬂ ere, I think it abfolutely neceflary

- wouls o%anl & cﬁucal {kill in that lan-

melite, has wroté a &aﬂ mxoplc dic-
| W,,’vjm:lh‘aihgoes,hucmﬁdera

mﬁ, is that of Job Lu-
’ dolf

.



dol&ﬁﬁmofmmm P
and who. has publithed a gramma
Geezinﬁaho. Tlm m

mains ﬁdhotlo;,
this to any tokmblo?
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theamiﬁEgyptﬁiI‘ for, as!o:dn reign eonquefts o
buchadnezzar and his Babylonians, they affected citic
the perfons of individuals onl j,A
ver- mtendcd-m gcon

-

by fm*ﬂdﬁ !
life of man, given, for a parti __
cation of the king Nebiicha pezzar, fi
fuftained at theﬁgca&.,’lw'. shere the
inhabitants, in deftroying their wealth; depr
queror of his expeéted booty. | TheyBabylonia:
people the moft pohmcdﬁnamm " Egypt under-
themfuﬂ"eredbyrapacaty;»“ ot mun daddla
all the conqucibof thesSimeplgrdsain w g aawe ol
S e ’%vfwma ?r*',qxb mu%m N
A‘rrnn Thebu was deftroyed by the i _
merce, and it is p!bbtbh the WMm} 1 for'a time-
from Egypt, “in-Edom, a ci territory,
we knéw»httlwfuihﬁqat. t peri : in the
world. David, inthe very nmghbém‘hwdaf TM
calls Edom the-ﬁnong city ; “Whowﬂlbrmgmpmghp ‘
“firong city? Who will lead me-into Edom 13 -Da
from -an old quarrel; and probably f m-the recent ins-
fligations: of the ‘Fymms “his’ m msmded'" Edom
deftroyed the city, and difperfed: the people. Hc m
the great military power then upon. thq ontinent; Tyre:
andEdommrenmls ~and. his. ~of tha

14 e K _ﬂﬁ.‘é« L i 4 ,%S&l fﬁ“""‘mw -
» .": (b o e ) "" - — ¥
R

® Ezck, chap: xxix, ver. 11. :
lz&mcbag yilis yer., 14. lbuchq.ﬂpmm
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440 TRAVELS TO DISCOVER

With the May monfoon fhe ran to Mocha within the Straits,
and was there confined by the fummer monfoon blowing
up the Arabian Gulf from Suez, and meeting her. Here the
lay till that monfoon, which in fummer blows northerly
from Suez, changed to a fouth-caft one in O&ober or No-
vember, and that very eafily brought her up into the Ela-
nitic Gulf, the fiddle or end of December of the third year.
She had no need of more time to complete her voyage, and
it was not poflible the could do it inlefs. In fthort, fhe
changed the monfoonix times, which is thirty-fix months,
or three years exactly; and thereis not another combination
of monfoons over the globe,as far as I know, capable to
effect the fame. The reader will pleafe to confult the map,
and keep it before him, which will. remove any difficulties
he may have. It is for his inftruction this map has been
made, not for that of the learned prelate* to whom it is
inferibed, much more capable of giving additional hghts,
than in need of receiving any mformatwn I can ngc, even
on this fubjeé't i ol (A2 U R R G v

¢

THE celebrated Montefqmeu conje&ures, that Oplur wns"
really on the coaft of Africa ; and the conjecture of that grea
man merits more attention than the aflertions of ,ordmm.'y
people. - He is too fagacious, and too enlxghtencdwcal;enmo
doubt of the reality of the voyage itfelf, or to feek for Ophir .
and Tarfhifh in China. Uninformed, however, of the ;iar-_
‘ticular direétion of the monfoons upon the coaﬁ,.ﬁm i
flightly fpoken of by Eudoxus, and latcly obferved and de

' ; o e o
* Dr Douglas, Bifhop of Carlifle,
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~'THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. e -

people. Immenfe riches flowed to him, therefore, on all
fides, and it was a circumftance particularly favourable to
erchants in that country, that it was governed by written
laws that fcreened then- pmpernec fmm any remwkablc
vnolennc or injuftice. i

il SUPPOSEvthc phrafe in fcripture, “The law of the Medes
‘and Perfians, which altereth not*,” muft mean only written
laws, by which thofe countries were governed, without be-
ing left to the difcretion of the Judge, ail the Eaﬁ was,
andauta.&ually nowxs. ROy L AT
n thls fituation the country was at the bmh of Cyrus,
who, having taken Babylon  and flain Belthazzerf, became
matfter of the whole trade and riches of the Eaft. Whatever
charaéter writers give of this great Prince, his conduct, with
regard to the commerce of the country, thews him to have
been a weak one: For, not content with the prodigious
profperity to which his dominions had arrived, by the mif-
fortune of other nations, arid perhaps by the good faith
kept by his fubjects to merchants, enforced by thofe written
lmm, he undertook the ‘moft abfurd and difaftrous project
fting the traders ﬂmnfclm and invading India,
'thlt ﬂl atmce he might render himfelf mafter of their
riches. He ,gxecut:ed this fcheme juft as abfurdly as he
' -«m; fm', knomng that large caravans of merchants
Perfia and Aflyria fmm Indla, through the Aria-

,,...‘-
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the Perfian Gul?, almoﬁ emxrely deﬁxmtc ofwatr.r, and very

nearly as much {o of provifions, both which caravans al-
ways carry with them), he attempted to enter India by the
very fame road with a large army, the very fame way his

predeceflor Semiramis had projected 1300 years before; and
“as her army had perithed, fo did his to 2 man, without ha-
ing .ever had it"in his power to cakc one pepper-corn hy
fomcﬁomanypartoﬂndxa. it o

Tnz fams fommc attcnded hu fon and fum Cam-
byfes, who, obferving the quantity of gold hmghmfm&~
thiopia into Egypt, refolved to march, to the fource, and
~ at once make himfelf mafter of thofe treafures by rapine,,

which he dmught came too ﬂole thxough t.hc medmm
ef cmemc ks |

Canma’s cxpcdnm into Afnca is too: weitknown for
me mmnmnumﬂmplam khadxobwmdatcle- .

h’nmnn hcm't, it m;&m@g,

| /tﬁmdﬂmuwn&' \
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