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day WlI8 about S.S.E. Many partridges cl'088ed the river during 

it, and we saw more wild geese than is usual in Egypt. 

Nov. 2S 
We observed, for the first time Bince our embarka.-

tion, some appearances of fertility on the .... tern bank. 

In an hour and a quarter (about three miles) is Wady Hinn6-

wah. We were told that the Desert here abound. with a very 

large species of jackal; we had heard the cry of wild beast' 

frequently during the night. In one hour and twenty-nve 

minutes the Nile widens on thf" left side; and in two hours our 

direction was, tor a short distance, to the westward of South, 

which was very unusual: the river is not more than two hun

dred and fifty yards hroad; the western bank in its tum 

becomes barren, and the yellow sand is, visible near the water'to; 

edge. In two hours and forty minutes the deep water is by 

the eastern shore, and our direction was South again; in the 

third hour we made about three miles and a halt: In three 

hours and fifty minutes, after a short interval of fertile land, the 

sand again prevails on the West. The river is very broad, and 

there are many sakies, though no palms, on the East. In four 

bou ... we passed a small' island, which was soon followed oy 

another about two miles in length, both on the East side. 

Of the 80ldiers on board our boat all, but two, were Asiatic 

. Turk.; who, though not' forward in then! attentions to uo, were 

yet not deficient either in civility or respect. Of th""" two, one 

n 'a Georgian, or Persian, a remarkably fine young man, who 
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had committed BOme singularly violent acts: he'found himself 

en~ one morning, in a gambling quarrel at Cairo, with two 

Turks, one of whom fired at him; he first locked the door, alld 

then with the greatest coolness took out his pistols and shot 

them both; the fact became notorious, hut as the first outra~., 

had been committed hy his antagonists, his life was spared. He 

killed a third soldier at Siout under nearly similar circum

stances, and then lsmael Pasha would have punished him with 

death, but for the influence of his head janissary, who was 8 

fellow-countryman of the Persian. At Assouan he received 

l!oeveral hundred blows of the nabboot., for some offence which 

he is gaid to have repeated the following day. however, he soon 

afterwards determined to reform, and gave the usual proof of' 
• • 

hi. good intentions, by allowing his beard to grow; but evell 

after that event, being one day furiously irritated by his fellow

soldiers on board the boat, he once more drew out his pistols. 

and though he hlUl full three inches of the hair of repentance 

on his chin, he gave them all (thirteen in number) a challenge, 

which none of them thought proper to accept. This man wa.< 

ITlQSt particularly attentive to us and· our servants, and was in 

manners and demeanour the most civilized man on board. The 

other was an Alhanian, in appearanoe the very reverse of the 

Persian, but even sutpassing rum ih good will to .. the 

• The nabboot i. a long straight and thick IIbck, generally to be found III bhl! 

hand. of Turks in authority, iUld supplying, as an instrument of punishment, tht· 
place of the more complicated weapoDs in use among ~hriatia.n.: 
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strangers;" he' insisted on balring our bread, and doing other 

little services for us, with his own hands; he was a shrewd 

fellow, but full of humour and buffoonery, which he exercised 

at the expense of the more devout natives of Asia; and when 

they spread out their gazelle slrin, to perform upon it their 

adorations and genutlexions, he often mimicked the whole 

perfonnance so admirably, as to amuse even Mussulmen" more 

than he offended, It is needless to add, that he was a pr<>

ressed infideL It appears to me that infidelity is about as 

common in this class of l\1ahometans, as it is among the lower 

orders of Catholics, I have seen several instances of both, and 

have generally remarked them to be men of courage and intel

ligence, worthy to have been educated in a purer religion. , 
The eastern bank continues to be fertile and well cultivated. , 

and, at some distance in the Desert, we observed a tomb finely 

situated on the top of a conical rock. In five hours and a 

quarter we arrived opposite to Old D6ngola. The capital of 

what was not long ago a powerful and a Christian kingdom, 

and of whose present importance we had been led to form high 

expectations at Cairo; where we had hoped to find much 

worthy of observation, and where the soldiers had long pr<>

mised themselves a fresh supply of tohaeeo, is a miserable ruin, 

diJfering only in sUe from those that we' had been in the habit 

.• Ow aoldien were in general very liberal; on dilcussing the fate of their 
companion, who died th~ other day. one of them remarked, If Well, he is gone to 
see which religio~ is the ~t I" and nobody found fault with ~. 
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of remarking; it is situB;ted on a rock, sloping down to the 

water's edge, and now covered with sand, a large mass of 

which has evidently buried much of the centre of the tOWIl, 

and hM divided the remain. into two parts. The first of th_ 

i8 a brick ruin, situated on a sandstone rock, having on one fiidt> 

a portion of the fortification wall: the other, or ROuthern 

division, is larger, has more appearance of neatness, and is 

partly inhabited. The whole i. surrounded on three .ides by 

the desert, and there is not so strong, or a more barren, spot , 
in the whole country. There IS a black-headed hill a little 

to the S.E. of the town, and a large detached fortress be

yond it. 

We were not allowed to 8top here. and PMsed the wholE .. • • 

going very well, .in about ten minutes ; and in twenty morc 

we came to a small island on the west hank j a little below the 

beginning of it, on the east, is a large stone ruin, among the 

acacias, about two hundred yards from the river. It is. pro

bably, only a fortress of' no great antiquity, though differing in 

appearance from any we had seen: we were not permitted t!, 
indulge our curiosity by landing to· examine it. The Nile is 

very broad here, and our rate of going at least four miles and a 

half an hour. In six hours and twenty minutes begins an island 

on our left, though at' some distailCe !'tom the eastern shore. on 

which is a curious brick building; and' in six hours and thirty 

minutes we saw·another on the western side. The river is shallow 

here. and the tops of some tree. were viillble above the water; 
K 
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here· our direbtion changed to S.E., and soon aften>-8l'd. to 

S.E. by K In seven haUl'S and ten minute. we passed a ferry

boat by the shore of the island on our left, which We learned is 

called Tanger. Soon afterwards the desert on the west come. 

down to the water. It was very rare, even in Dongola, that 

we had the sight of' fertility on both banks at the same time. 

'flinger seems, by the palms which mark the river's course 

beyond it, to be at least half a mile broad. In se.ven hours 

and a haU' W~ SRW a very distant. huilding on a hill-top on the 
• 

east side; a small island intervenes between us and Tanger, 
about a mile long; and iR eight hours we passed a large ruined 

mud building of two stories, not far from us on the left. Our 

direction was latterly east, or even to the northward of it . 
• 

Here i. an old town on the right side. In eight hours ami 

thirty-five minutes (our rate was latterly very 810w) the long 

island of Tanger ends. We observed sand-hil1s thinly sprinkled 

with acacias beyond it, the usual scenery of the e .. ,tern (now 

northern) bank. 

• 
It has been remarked, that in Nubia, the country between 

the 'l8taxacts, the course of the Nile being generally from the 

..... twaxd· of south, the eastern bank i. the richest, and the 

converse of thia i. certainly true in DOngola; however, the 

degree of fertility must depend on the' height of the bank .. 

aud not on the direction of the river; as the lower .ground, 

........ when too high for the inundation, is more easily,irrigated. 

There i. another fact; which may assist in IIIlCOWI1:ing for tile 
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great difference in the soil of the two sides of the nver 10 

DOngola_ The desert on the right bank is in general a deep 

sand, while that on the left (as we had afterwards opportu

nities of observing) has frequently a hard stony surface; in 

the fonner case the alluvial soil by the waterside may have 

been covered by heaps of sand, carried thither _ by the violent 

tropical winds, whicll may also have gradually heightened the 

hank; no such accumulation can have tuken place in the latter. 

OlU direction }Jere was E.N.E., but it changed in a quarter 

of an hour to E.S.E. In nine hours and ten minutes WE' 

stopped at a place called Wady Jebriah, after making scarcely 

two mileri and a half in the last hour and ten minutes. 

The soldiers every evening hroke down the trees, which were . -
dry and- abundant, and lighted their large watch fires aloog 

the bank, which extending, with intervals, for nearly half n 

mile, threw a red and warlike glare on the river, and the op

posite shore; and their own appearance, as they stood feeding 

the blaze, or conversing with much gesture by the side of it, 

possessed peeuliar barbarity and wildnesa; the light shone on 

the handles of their pi.tols and the -hilts of their sabres, and 

the various -and strongly contrasted colours of their drcosei, 

appeared more confused and more brilliant; their faces, already 

shaded by beard and Ibustachios, -.. sumed a darker and sallower 

hue, and the expression of their black rolling eyes, which by day

~, would have beeo ouly animation, beeame heightened ir!to 

aotgt'z and ferocity_ 
K. 
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My ,man, Giovanni-, who is by profession a tailor, and whoae 
unadventurous spirit has already been mentioned, foreseeing 

nothing in this ill-starred expedition but privations and dangers, 

exclaimed, this evening, smiling at the time most wofully

" Quel chi e morto 18. basso ha fatto molto bene;" and 

proceeded to lament the continuance of his own existence . 

.lames was much better employed in examining the contents of 

a Nubian cottage, which produced us a fine fowL seized, of 

00UIIlC, by violence, and then p..id for. This was a bad example 

to the soldiers, who, extraordinary a.<; it may appear, observed 

the strictest discipline, and in their transactions with the natives, 

allowed themselves to be imposed upon with extreme facility, 

and confe....ed, that in small parties th~y dared not have taken 

the strong measures, to which in the beginning of our ' journey 

we had been unlottunately obliged to have recourse. 

Nov. 29. 
The first scene this morning was sufficiently amusing; 

our commodore, an elderly maD, with a white beard, 

and who always consulted his dignity by wearing a long orange

coloured vest, appeared early on the bank with a long stick 

in his hand, declaiming \'iolently; he warms as he goes on, 

and shortly proceeds to apply hi. nabboot to all within hi. reach, 

• • Though no adventurer, Giovanni Fiamingo is no coward ; but lUI he bela it 
flitM!me1y unwise to make any adTaneel'to duger, he Would willingly haft ~ 
h~a, ,travels to ~ country bel6to the ~eond Cataract. He iii, "~~~ ,,. ¥lost 
respt:!Ctable o.nd honellt young man j and tn the charge, that we afterwards gave 
bUII;."r conducting 001' two 'D6agota borteIJ to England, be COJHl~"hlmsetr 

widi. if1"ea~ propriety and fidUity. 
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till he has cleared the coast; he then finished his hal'lUlgue, an<l 

returned to his boat. The cause of all this confusion W88 a 

complaint of the native.. that the soldiers in the night had 

plucked the ears of their dhourra, of which offence this 

di~pline, thus inflicted, was to prevent the repetition. Our 

case of the fowl also came under his cognizance; hut as a 

previous refusal to sell, and subsequent payment, were proved 

on our part, he gave hi, approbation to such a modification of 

robbery, saying, at tht" same time, with great jU8tice and a good 

deal of pride, that a French or Russian anny, in a march 

through a conquered ('ountry, would not be troubled with so 

many S<Tuples. He is evidcn tly a very good sort of man, and, 

for a Turk, probably well informed. At the time when • • 

Mahommed Ali wished to open a trade with the East .lndie. 

by the Red Sea, he went thither, with Mr. Briggs, in all 

official capacity; and returned, though unsuccessful, yet with 

the high .. t possible respect for the English name. He gave us 

daily, and, as far as he could, substantial proofs of' this, by sup

plying us with rice and flour, the only provisions on board the 

fleet. 
Owing to the cbange in the course of the stream, those of 

the soldier. who prayed were generally unfortunate in their 

gu_ at the direction .of the H~ly City, and their praye .... in 

consequence, lost their efficacy; this· exposed them to the 

ridicule uf the sailo.... who were in this instanre better geogi&

phero. There were some artillery offire';' on board t\le 6eel, 
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oeiIt,.it was said, from Constantinople, and · they were the only 

men who preserved the slightest appearance of "";!<>rm; they 

wear blue trowsers, a red jacket, and a striped black and whitt' 

silk ttll'ban; the rest were such a motley set of ragamuffins as I 

never beheld; they were dressed in green, hlue, scarlet., hrown, 

or white, each man ""cording to his own fancy, agreeing only 

in their general raggedness. Their offensive arms are a long 

gun, a brace of very long and often very bad pistols, and a 

sword, or attaghan, or knife: they are defended, rather than 

clothed, by a larg<' turban round the head, and three or four 

long shawls, of which the inner ones are very coarse, and even 

the exterior seldom tolerably fine, bound very tight round the 

body, and capable of stopping a pistol-~all at fifteen or twenty 

yards . . The Albanians are distinguished by wearing no turban, 

the only covering of their head being a large red cap, coming 

over the ears and forehead. 

There are 8 few mud buildings among the trees here, but the 

~ina are generally on the edge of the Deaert; it waa no duubt 
with • view to economize the fertile ground, that the inhabi

tants, who seem formerly tn have been very numerous, consented 

to ""crifidl the convenience of living by the water-side; at 

preaent, moot of the land i. overgrown with treeS, and the 

oottaget> are oc&ttered among them. A!ine north wind . got '·up. 

.. had been the case for several days, at about seven .. 'elDck; 
mit'as our course here waA, for a short distance, EMt. '.tQe Com

modorelAnd his 01lkerO hesitated whether they .~ ~ sail.eo: 
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no, and it was not tiII"Bfter a delay of four houn;, tflat, without any 

change of circumstance, we began to move on. I was no longer 

surprised at the infonnation, that they had heen employed sixty

four days in coming up from Wady Halla, and if there really 

existed any great difficulties in passing the cataracts, it is hard 

to conceive how they surmounted them. Yet, notwithstanding 

this general conviction of their incapacity, we could not help 

being astonished at the fresh proofs they were constantly givinl( 

. of it; it is to be said, however, that there is probably not a 

Turk in existence who sets any value on time, or wh9 thinks 

any thing better done for its being uone more quickly. 
In twenty minutes we passed two saints' tombs, in the Desert 

on the left. There is ltere a little turn southward, or rather, 

a widening of the Nile on the right side. In twenty minute; 

more begins an island on the right; an(.! in ten minutes from 

there we met a very strong current, which continued nearly 

half a mile, where the passage must be rather difficult when 

the water is low. The Nile then turns round this island from 

East to S.S.E., and our course was round near the sandy shoft" 

on the left j in one hour the island' ends in a sandbank; we 

made about three miles in this hour. Soon afterwatds, there 

are al'l""""nces of fertility and cultivation on our left, which 

are also so extensive on the opposite blink, that there i. perhaps 

no richer spot on the Nile than this. The com was in all 

states; I observed it just coming up, just coming into ear, ri~, 
• 

aIId · removed, in too same field. The river here is not above a 
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'luamr -of a mile in breadth. In one IlO\Il' and forty minute. 

our course was S.E. again, and the Desert once more prevails 

Oil. the East, and in two hours we passed a stone building on 

the We!!t bank, and the yellow hills just behind it. In two 

hou," and fifty minute!!, our direction woo gradually become E. 

hy N.; we soon afterwards passed two sandbanks on the right, 

having made about two miles and a half in the last hour. In three 

hours and ten minutes an island. named Ghiridh, begins on the 

left, and there wt're ~ome small rocks in the water on our right. 

The island is very rich and covered with palms, and has two 

te1'J-y-boats on the bank; the inhabitants were at their labours, 

and all had the appearance of peace. Most of the Dongolawies' 

seem to speak Arabic, which has been .probably taught them at 

the point of the spear by the Sheygy'a, who, like more c';vilized 

conquerors, will speak no other language than their o'",n. J IJ 

four hours and fifty minutes Ghirrah terminates, being scarcely 

three miles kmg j and in five hours and thirty minutes our little 

fleet drew ·up for the night on the western (now liOuthern) bank, 

as, to prevent surprise. it had always done hitherto; the head

quarters of the Turkish anny are supposed to be on that side of 

the riveI', and the force of the enemy on the other. 

There had becn many speculations, we found, on our probeble 

miesion or occupation; the better informed, however, or more 

, . Their mother-tongue i, Nubian, and Ule ArabiC they Snf!U iI.aeoeralIy very 
1 , r- , "J:S:-

bad. 1 am, therefore, sUfPrised to find in Durckhardt, (p. 65.) that U in Wad), 
D&ngoIa, the Nubian It.nguage eeuei to be SpOken." 
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penetrating, part of our observers, had come too the conchu~ioll. 

that we were two geographers, employed by our government to 

survey the country and note down the situation of the places. 

We began nearly East, and made about two miles and a 
Nov. so. 

half in the first hour, In one hour 'and a half we had 

the Desert on bot~ sides of us; that on our right was brown and 

stony, while loose) ellow sands were all that was visible on the 

left; on the contrary, in Sukkot, and during the whole length 

of the Batn el Radjar, the rocks on the West side are generally 

covered with sand, and form a striking contrast with the un

varied blackn~s of their opposite brethren. 1n two hours Wt' 

l'itopped tbr want of wind, after having made about four miles. 

In fifteen minutes more begins an island, on the left, named 
• 

C.,.Qoshop; and in half an hour morc we ran 011 shore in the 

middle of the channel, ncar the end of the island, and so lost 

half an hour. In one hour and a half, near some sakies on our 

right, several of the boats again got aground, and the river 

continues very !lihallow, and with not ahove three or four feet of 

water for nearly a mile heyond, We kept on the right side, and 

in two hours perhaps made two miles·and a quarter, We heard 

accounts that the Sheygy'a were encamped on the East bank, 

with two pieoes of cannon, and had lately repulsed a severe 

attack of the Moggre'byns. In the third hour we made about 

two miles; on oW' right was a rich and well-cultivated island, 

which ended in forty-five minutes; the stream dividing it from 

the main land is a mere canal, which may possihly have heen 
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artiicial; it is dry in spring. In four hours ancl fifteen minute., 

fertility having for some time recommenced on our left,· we 

counted at the same moment thirty-two water-wheels at work 

on that hank; we kept close to the right, which was not so well 

cultivated. The· N ile is broacl here, varying from a half to 

three-quarters of a mile. Our ilirection through the whole clay 

w,as, with little variation,. East; we were detained for some 

time, waiting for another boat, after which we made two miles 

and a half more in the cvp.ning, and came up with our friends 

.... head, whose situation was marked by the usual blaze along the 

water...side. There were no houses nor cultivation in this 

place, but the other side seemc'tl as rich as any pa;rt of the 

bank. of the Nile, though without man~ trees: there are some 

high hills, four ·or five mile. within. 

Dec. I . 
Thore was little wind this morning, and that little 

nearly contrary, as our direction, which waH at first 

rather to the northward of East, soon became E.N.E. Egyptian 

aailors have no idea, however broad the river may be, of strug. 

gling agailll!t wind and tide by tacking; indeed, they require so 

much time to shift their large triangular aails, that more way 

would be lost during the operatiou than would be gained by the 

tack. Acconlingly, the aailors and some of the soldiers were sent 

on shore to haul us up. imcl the CommOdore resumed hi. nab

boot, and directed and stimulated their exertions; this t~ how

eVer, he confined his hlows to the aailors, who were eatirely Arabs 

or N ubians, and whoSe less honourable country and ·ptUilssion 
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entitled them to the exclusive enduranee of a chasli..,ment, which 

"'as rendered more effectual by their nudity. The soldiers became 

geologists: having """n us pick up a few agate, and cornelians, 

many of them immediately followed our example, and made a 

vast collection of all kinds of stones, which at Cairo were to be 

transformed into rings and mouth-pieces for their pipes. After 

advancing, with great labour, about five miles, we drew up for 

the night. The Nile in this spot runs ,due South, back to its 

source. The opposite, now the western, .!!ide, had resumed its 

sterility: that by which we slept was nearly uncultivated, 

though rich, and covered, to above a mile in depth, with doum!'t 

and acacias. Mr. Hanbury made n:n excursion into the Desert, 

in pursuit of gazelles, apd was rewarded by a distant view of a 

larger animal, with branching horns like a stag. He observed 

traces of the inundation at some distanre from the river. Some 

men with their came)s passed us on their way down, who pro~ 

H,ssed to have left the army in the morning, The Sheygy'a 

were said to be collected in arms on a large island opposite to 

the invaders. Giovanni, this evening, gave vent to hi,. feelin~ 

in words which I am willing to hope were meant for poetry, 

and were, perhaps, only the burden of a song compose'<! by him 

during the progress of this adventurous journey, I overheard 

him repeating, with gr;,at feeling, 

Benedetto 81a il giorno 
Del DO&tro ritorno ! 

L' 
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Our fare W8Jl' certainly not sumptuous; a fiat cake or two of 

half-baked dough, tea without 8Ugar or milk, a little rice, ami 

abundance of water, were our certainties; it was only occasionally 

that we could any how obtain a morsel of meat, or a few 

dates; but the only real evil was, that we had no active employ

ment; after exercise, any food is palatable, but idleness requires 

to be pampered. We were under orders to be always ready to 

move, and were hardly ever moving; we had no comfort on 

board, a:nd there was little to illkrt:st on tlhore; we passed a 

good deal of time in transcribing our journals, and consoled the 

day with the hope that the morrow might produce events more 

lively and animating. 

Dec. 2. 
In about a mile and a half w€1 passed some stone ruins 

on a sandhill on our left, of considerable size; on the 

highest point is a castle, with steps up to the only visible entrance, 

which is near the top. A very small island lies just beyond, and 

the Nile above it is more than half a mile broad. We 800n 

afterwards·came opposite to a fine group of conical black hill .. 

in tlte Desert on our left, about four or five miles off. 

There was a good deal of sickness in the fleet, ami our boat 

had ita ohare of the evil; one little soldier had been all the tim. 

lying at our feet, groaning most lamentably, both day and night 

from a pain in his face and nOOk, ~hich 'were violently ;uftuned 

He !tad contrived, I could never learn ' how, to foroe out 0111 

Or 'his teeth, which he OOIlsidered 8Jl the author of Ilia ou&ring 
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but with no good effect: There were also one or two cases of 

ophthalmia on board; our own party had hitherto escaped, but 

to-day James had 80 violent an attack of dysentery, as to iJ<, 

unable to stand; as he attributed it entirely to the pene

trating keenness of the night air. to which we were always 

exposed, we prescribed him a box-coat, which happily effected 

the cure. 

To-day we did not make above four miles and a half; our 

general direction being N.R The river had been of 18.te very 

shallow, and the sailors walked in the water, while they dragged 

us, at the distance of at least two hundred yards from the 

shore; it is in this place about a mile broad. The bank, where 

we tied aUf boats for the night, was well cultivated; dochen 
• 

was growing there, as ",ell as the Syrian dhourra, ' but no wheat. 

The Dongolawys told us that Abdin Cashetf had promised 

them all the seeds of Egypt. There were some houses, of 

which the inhabitants were not to be found; the soldiers were 

consoled for their absence, by the discovery of some sheep and 

goats, and learnedly concluding their non-exi,tence · from their 

non-appearance, took logical possession of the whole flock. 

·In the course of the afternoon, a heavy cannonading was heard 

frOIll above, in co'"""luence of which the old commander invited 

all the aoldiers to draw' up hefore him In two lines; they then 

proceeded. not to exereise or show the state of their arms, but 

to pray: ODe of tlte. party was selected, from superior strength 

of lungs or of devotion, to give out the prayers, and the rest 
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mad<> their prostrations and genuHections, as regularly .. a 

Christian regiment performs a military evolutioIL Our friend, 

the Albanian, stood all the time close by, cooking a goat which 

he had just stolen. 

Ramousses, and fragments of trees, and reeds innu-

merable, covered the face of the Nile; and went 

tloating down; the silent messengers of a battle, in whose 

consequences we were involved, and of whose event we werp 

y~t jgnorant. 

In about half a mile some granite rocks come down to tlw 

water's edge, and continue, with intervals, for half a mile more. 

Our direction then was E.8.E.; an island with a few palms 

begins on our left, and lasts about three..quarters of a mile. , 
A dead camel floated by. In about a mile more, we turned 

East again, aJld four or five coveys of Egyptian partridges 

crossed the river. I never found it hotter in Sicily, Greece, or 

Egypt, than this day. 

In the afternoon, some pilgrim. passed on their way to 

Mecca. and annouru:ed to WI the victory of the Paaha over the 

Sheygy'a: they had passed through the army ; their holiness or 

their powetty load been respected, and they were p...-..ting 

their peeooful JIUIlCh amid the bustle and the desolation of ...... 

Thi. welcome intelligenoo enlivened our Warriors extremely, aad 

one of them immedia.tely discevered 80Dle horsemen huIWtg on 

the otaer beak; ~ apparently, on ....... with· aD old 

w(Qllan. 



79 

ID about a mile more we came to & fertile ielan!1 on our left, 

about two miles long; and BOOn afterwards, to a very perfect 

• old fortilicatioQ, built on a rock projecting into the river, of 

mixed stones and mud, except tbe higher part, which is of mud 

ODly, with seven battlements, and appears to have been lately 

repaired. The rock, which is sandstone, is singularly marked 

down to the water, and the marks, though unmeaning, are not, 

I think, natural·. There is an entrance in the middle of the 

side facing the Nile, cut in the rock just under the wall,. and 

about thirty feet above the water's edge. Other mins are on 

the rocks above it, which continue a few hundred yards by the 

river ... ide. Our direction here was E,N.:E. A little wind got 

up, and we made four or five miles more, during which our 
• 

direction changed to N .E. There are some p.'llms and cultiva-

tion on the other bank. 

Dec. 4. 
Early this moming a dead body floated dose by us; 

the back was upwards, and in part out of the water; 

the head much swelled and uncovered, and the shirt on. The 

""ldiers discovered it to be the corpse of an Egyptian Arab, 

probably a groom, and four of them went back to bury it; he 

had been strangled, and the cord was still about his neck; it i. 

probable that he had been taken prisoner by the Sheygy'a, and 

• We examined them again on our retnrn, with thi same conviction. There is 
oM!- 'Arabie inscription on the rock, purporting that a shick had died there . There 
is alIo an old welJ, abou" forty feet deep, cut in the rock, within the tutle, near 
the entrance facia, the Nile; the gate is on the other Ilide. The place is called 
Htttlie. 
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then banged.' We were told ' that this sight greatly dep........,jf 

the spirits of our gallant battalion; and certain it is, that, &om 

whatever cause, we did not make one- attempt. to advance all-, 
day. A very small body of resolute men might, by a well-timed 

attaek, bave destroyed the whole of us-in the day-time there 

was no order, or attempt at discipline, and by night the few men 

who pretended to wateh, were so posted as to be able to see 

nothing into the country, where were generally trees, or high 

grass, or corn, and sometimes the watch was placed under the 

hank itself, which was in some places very steep; the boats were 

quite close to it, with every soul on board asleep. 

We learnt from our fle.rvanu. that we had already, as' Christians, 

two enemies among our fellow-pasi:'ICn~nI-vcry peaceable ones, 

luckily, and very devout Mussulmen-we had to-day the impru

dence to make a third. The little invalid before-mentioned, who 

was also a true son of Mahomet, had been long entirely neglected 

hy hi. companions, and seemed now so seriously ill as to make 

OIOIlle relief ueces .... y to aave his life; we advised him to try a 

poultire, and a succession of these, made and applied by our 

servanlM, in a few days completely cured him. The consequence 

was moat natural-he hated us-his hatred increased as hi. health 

improved, .... dafter hi. recovery, he shewed it (in the only w"y·he. 

dared) by a thousand petty attempts to Ihejudice his eompaniOlHl 
I!g8inst us, aDd to """"n the very few OOIlvenienees that ..., .... -

Joyed on board. 

We went out gurue shooting in the evening 400 ._ 
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Persian weed and acacias extend for above half 6 mile, but there is 

no cultivation or appearance of h01l8eS; there are two mountains, 

~ee or four miles within, finely shaped and solitary; the 

extensive desert on the other side of the river is bounded hy a 

long extent of high hills, distant apparently forty or fifty miles. 

Dec. 5. In about two miles we pa.«scd a very large ruined for-

tress among the trees ncar the shore on our left; we 

were obliged again to stop opposite to it, as there is a turn nearly 

northwanl just above, and the wind blew so hard 8..11i to make it 

impossible to drag up the boats against it; the fine black moun

tains on the frontiers of Dar Shcygy'a, where the army now was, 

appeared about ten or twelve miles N.N.R After a sufficiently 

bad breakfast, we set off 'Yith our guns into the deS(>rt; we soon 

discovered a herd of antelopes making all' at a great distance 

towards the mountains. Mr. Hanbury determined, rather ad

venturously, to pursue them. I followed for some distance with 

my servant a valley covered with withered shruhs, at the end 

of which we observed two women tending a large flock of sheep; 

the younger of these immediately took to her heels at the sight 

of us, and was soon out of sight; and ·with the other, who was 

oinguIarIy old and decrepid, we immediately proceeded to bar

gain for & sheep: she expressed extreme contempt for Moham

med Ali's piastres, but her eyes shone 'at the sight of a Spanish 

dollar; and after counting the four marks-, she said to us, 

~ We .... frequllOt inetanc.e. of the preference giveJ\ by Nubianlud Arab. to 
tft dellm of Cbarielii IIII. O'9'er thoae of Ferdinand VII., from their containing four .. 
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.. With you I have no acq1llrintance, but tkif I know well. .. We 

learnt from her that there was a large town near, named Am

boocote, and thither we proceeded forthwith; it is situated about 

two miles from where we left the boats, and above one in a 

straight line from the Nile; this interval is as rich and better 

cultivated than Argo, and in scenery resembling it extremely. It 

was covered with all kinds of tame animal,; the sheep are thc 

highest I ever saw, and instead of wool have hair like goats-. 

The village was full of women, and a few old men and boys; the 

young men, they tell us, have been taken away by the Pasha; 

the fact probably was, that those who have not been killed in 

the late battles were with the Sheygy'a, as the inhabitants of this 

part of Dongola had been so long tribu,tary to those Arabs, as to 

have become almost incorporated with them, and to have thus 

imbibed much of the pride and intrepidity of their character. 

I was witness to a curious instance of this, while' pas~jng through 

the town. An officer of artillery with three of his men had 

seized two Fneep, and sent for their owner to pay for them; he 

.traight linea, and the others 0!lly two; the fact, and the reason of it, are men
tioned by Burckhardt, p. 289. . 

• Thil was written long before I law the passage of Strabo, (book nii. p. 822.), 

where, .peaking of the Ethiopians, he says, xw810cpJpo' 'If fillY'HI 'pla.v tWx I X0Jl1"S • 
.,.a;'II'1rrja&:raltl ~')'I1'PJXOJJI1'WII •• Diodorus Siculu8.(lib. ix. sect. 8.) mentions wI;! 
tame faet-,jIT, 8} oJ "'PI~cUfA:'M'" f.41Xfl '1"6 ~trO" ITw,.,.tI XtlA~'I"OUa"'. ~X 'l"m" 'l"p,. 
X- ...,J...,..,. ct\s ,,, '1". scY alnoiJ ... ~TQ)I' K,.,.w" f.L~ c;:.,p6~" rp~tI 81« 
.,. ;G.tf"ij'l"a. rij, x.~pa.t~ aod A\lilUl xvii. H. A. 10. 'If'ptf3<<TtI i,la/II JU- ~j).« 

.,.,1X'" 3} .Clf.L~ 'XOIIf"--StrabG. QOt eqUally cornot. i ....... nion, {ride 
toe. cit.) that the breed of peep i, aIeo peculiarly maaIl. 
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presently appeared-an old man of a most striking appearance, 

with much savage haughtiness ill his eye, 8 black head quite 

b&ld, and a very white beard and whiskera; a very pretty young 

woman· attended him, and they presented themselves before 

the Turk, who ahortly explained to them his intentions. The 

old lDan very firmly and quietly pressed his objections, and tbe 

officer took out his purse and tbrew some piastres on the ground: 

the old Nubian put tbem aside uncounted with tbe greate.t dig

nity and contempt, and telling the conqueror, in the midst of his 

myrmidons, tbat be would repent of wbat be was doing, said, in 

going away, something very insolent. The officer jumps up, and 

follows him with his nabboot ; and tbe other, instead of e,caping, 

unexpectedly turns round, and defies hit:! persecutor, who con-
• 

tents himself with picking up the money again, and marching 

away with the sbeep. 

The women here have an emphatic manner of speaking, and use 

lDuch gesticulation, not at aU gracefully, anti when meaning to 

be very expressive, they sharpen their voice to shrillness, and the 

shrill sound alone is often repeated by the other women present, 

and not otherwise engaging in the conversation; this concert 

• The fair EthlOp at first took me for the man of conlequence, and addresaed 
me in the amillOg Reductive manner mentioned by Burckhardt, u peculiar to lome 
women on the Atbu:a. and which ,he instantly tran,ferrt'd to the Turk. when better 
informed. Had the Christian really been the robber. bt'f graces and coquetry 
might, perbsp.. hue been more succehful; for all open, as Orientals art suppOted 
to be, to the ill.fluenee ofbewty, I cowd Dot obae"e that, in thia cue, it prod1leld 
the llichtat effect. on the haarr MJl...w..n. 

II • 
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is meant to impress very strongly on the listening stranger the 

force of what may have immediately preceded it. They are not 

afraid· of being seen in public, and talking to the soldiers; and 

though in general very ugly, they are so far from affecting the 

entire concealment of the person, usual with Mahometan women, 

that the upper part of the body, down to the loins, is always 

quite naked t; their hair is as usual greased and plaited, and by 

some evidently 'fith great nicety. I observed on the more 

fashionable heods ROme of the plails pas,ing backwards, above 

the ears, under those which are hanging down by the sides, as 

in some of the figures on . the Egyptian temples. They eall the 

soldiers Romans:j:-a term flattering to their vanity, as they sup

pose it to be used in compliment to their courage. , 
There is a large perfect fortification in the east end of the 

• Even in the northern part of Dongola we found the women less rcscrv ... d in 
their manners; they ride auJ walk about uncovered, talk fearlessly to the men, 
return your salutation, and sometimes eY'en salute you first. One addr1'88ed me in 
Argo, from between two palms, to Imow if 1 had any beads to wspo&e of. Sbe had 
probably some dates, or DhounD. ftour, to offer in exchange for them. 

t In many of the older oncs the nipple of the breast, after hanging down very 
low, turns and growl up again, Jike a broken branch j from this or lome limilar 
deformity, was derived, no doubt;, the opinion-ff In Merae cruso majorem infante 
mamillam ... · 

t u 'Roumy, i. t., Roman j a word ftrlt applied by the Arabs to the Greeks of the 
Lq"er Empire, and afterward. -to all ' Cbri. tiana."-o·Burckhardt. To the Turk., 
even in this case, the term ia V!!ry far from being applicable, though certaiply they 
are eonaidered by the native. 8.B very inferior to theDllclvc. in purity of Mahomctan 
~tl\. Is it l'ety ~ thU; &. white IOldier .hould. be c.lled a ..... by the 
descendant. of thoae who ..,ere collq~red by PeuowWl1 
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town, -with a saint's tomb near it. Some soldiers, with a Dum. 

ber of Arabs and horses, were reposing at the gate, on their way 

to join the anny by land. One of them was immediat.,ly detected 

by my servant to be a Moggrebyn, by "is accent, and his own 

country was as instantly discovered by the other by the same 

means. The number of l\1oggrebyns in the Pasha's service has 

increased materially since the destruction of Algiers, for which 

its inhabitarits bear us no great good will; those, however, whom 

we have seen, appear good temperC(l, and, for Mussulmen, very 

lively, and quite men of the world; they generally 'peak a few 

words of Italian, and nre of aU Mahometans the most free from 

the prejudiL'es usually proceeding from their religion. 

The few Arabs resident here aTC the Cubhabish, who are not , 
tributary to any state. Ismael Pasha sent to them on his arrival 

here to ask, whether they were for him or against him; and as 

they prudently took the stronger side, he did not molest them; 

they inhabit the desert towards Shendy. 

Dec. 6 . 
We were not much surprised to find, oq revisiting the 

town, that most of the inhabitants, with all that remained 

of their property, had retired, during. the night, so far into the 

Desert, as to be out of the reach of nabboots and piasaes. We 

were f.ted to pass the whole day without moving; the wind WaR 

blowing nearly down the river, anil as we were for the future to 

be pulled up on the other bank, it was necessary first to sail 

QJ'ft, which the Commodore fancied to be impossihle with a sid'e 

wind. In the mean time, he .urected 'great impatience to 
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advapce, and expressed some fears of losing his head for the 
delays that had already taken plare; these feaJ'8, however, 

did not prevent him from accepting a pipe, with which Mr. 

Hanbury presented him, as being rather better than his own. 

We were surprised to see how ill our soldiers were provided 

in this article, which. was their greatetlt source of enjoyment. 

I observed the Persian making a new short pipe, of a soft 

wood named 'tabU; others were driven to ::;imilar resources, ab 

well as to find substitut(~s for tobacco. 

In the afternoon, as I was ::;itting alone in the boat writing, 

some Cubbabish Arabs ,,,,me on board and paid their respects to 

me; they were a party of strolling preacher>, who go about the 

villages reading and explaining the Koran, in most of which 

there is some building set apart for tha\ purpose; the Sheygy'a 

are said to have destroyc'fi that at Amboocote, before they 

evacuated the place. The business of these pious men with me 

was to infonn themselves about the rate and manner in which 
the country was to be taxed; they were anxious to know 

• 
whether the rich and poor were to pay the same sum, and hoped 

(calling me, as directed, Osman,) that I should not be too 

severe in, the impositions I was laying upon them; aU which 

questions I ans~ greatly to their satisfaction. They assured 
me that almost all their , tribe· can read and write. They spoke 
of Bedoo Arabs, who inhabit the Desert above, but knew 

IIQthing of the Bedeyr Arabs, mentioned by BurckiiaN-t; tjley 

I8id, we were now only five or six day. from Shendy, and 
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talked, with an interest almost supenrtitiOUB, about the antiquities 

above Merawe. In the mean time one of the soldiers began 

to crow like a cock, and I observed the rest most ardently en

gaged at leap-frog; a ~laxation from their dignified habits, 

which can only be accounted for by their joy at the confir
mation of the victories of the Pas}Ja. 

Dec. 7 . 
,\Ve sai1ed across this morning, as we 'might have 

done yesterday, and lost more way, as we had less wind. 

I II about half a mile from Amboocote begins the island Owetab, 

nearly a mile long. After this comes another, named Galashi j 

tht' houses here were destroyed; one, containing sheep and 

other animals, had heen burnt, and the symptoms of war became 

more marked. Past this island, which is about a mile and a • 
half long, we went North. Another succei.la it, named 

Gartooni; there was so much garlic on the shore opposite to 

it, as to perfume the whole air for some distance. This island 

is well cultivated, and inhabited; the fields of battle were 011 

both sides; the artillery recognised the grave of one of th.ir 

own men, and prayed over it; there was much blood near ilt 

though, upon the whole, very few appearances of a field of 

carnage. We observed a number of the smaIl country boats 

sunk by the side of the bank. 
Just at this spot we left D6ngoIa. and entered Dar Sheygy'a. 

The large town of Korti is nearly opposite, on the left bank; 

mid at this moment, Abdin Cashelf's cangee, on board of whi& 

.re had embarked at Dai a great part of oUr luggage, passed UR 
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at full sail, with the assurance that all waa safe. Our direction 

here was about N.E. A number of the natives, brought in by 

the soldiers from their labours or their prayers. were yoked to the 

ropes, and dragged us along with great animation; one of them 
• 

was a dervish, distinguished by a kind of wickerwork-eap on his 

head, coming to a point at the top; they were chielly old men 

or boys. 1'his island is about a mile and a half long; the 

Desert is visible on the ot!ter side, while the right bsnk is well 

cultivated. After an interval of four or five hundred yards 

begins another island, on our left, named, I believe, Sowerab. 

We approached the black mountain barrier of the Sheygy'a, and 

following the shore of the island, presently observed two men, 

who by their walk were instantly pronounced to be Franks, 

coming towards us, One of them proved to be Prince Amiro, 

a Milanese, who is well known to Syrian and Egyptian travellers 

by the title of the Cavaliere Frediani; the other was a Greek, 

named Demetrio, by ttade a tailor, and very lately and suddenly 

promoted to the office of Assistant-Sutgeon. We asked him 

some questions, to which his answers contained more lies than 

words; we contrived, however, to assure ourselves of the dis

agreeable news, that Abdin Cashelf was still at some distance in 

advance, with the Pasha. We drew up for the night on the 

island, where six thousand Sheygy'a women were said to 'b!l 
oonftned . 

. 'The Cavaliere .hared with us our ' uncertain repOI8t. He 

seemed a man of from." forty to forty-lIv~ y ..... of age, and IuwI. 



PRINCE AMlRO-THE PROTOMEDICO. 89 

been attached to Ismael Pasha, by his father, 88 a kind of 

private tutor or Mentor; for this office he appears to liave been 

selected by the late French Consul, Drovett~ and he accepted 

it ~th pleasure, as being extremely favourable to his designs 

as a traveller and explorer; he was now, as he bad been for 

some time, in disgrace, owing partly to his own great) and 

probably intemperate, freedom of words and actions, and partly 

to the intrigues of a fellow Christian. 

Ismael Pasha's first physician, or Protomedieo (as he styled him
self,) was a Smyrniote Greek, and as he spoke Turkish perfectly, 

he ack-rl also as his interprete-r. This man, being personally and 

nationally jealous of Amiro's supposed influence with the })asha, 

devised various little expedients to undermine it, some of them 80 
• 

very amusing, that I may he excused for mention.ing onc. The 

Protomedico one hot day, meeting the Cavaliere on foot, addresses 

him with great surprise and warmth: " How strange it seems, 

that you, the friend of the Pasha, placed in his confidence by his 
father, the envy of all the Turks ahout you, should have no horse ! 
Shall I ask the Pasha to give you one?" Cavaliere," There is 

justice in what you say; you will oblig~ me by so doing." Being 
thus the established medium of all conversation between the 

two parties, the physician represents the comp/jlint to the Pasha 

as first proceeding from the Cavaliere,. and make. the request. 

The horse is given. Presently comes the Protomedico in great 

indignation: "Do you see tins horse the Pasha has given you'? 

a very dlIgo/wrse, a Rozinante (rozzo), 8 SCArC<Jrow; it is equally 
N 
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disgraceful for a Pasha to have given such a beast, and for a 

Cavaliere to accept .it. Shall I ask him for a better for you'" 

Cav., " The horse is certainly not a fine one· j pray do ask for 

another." The interpreter immediately hastens to the Pasha. 

" The Cavaliere desires me to say, that the horse your High~ess 
has given him is a very dog-horse, cj'c., (repeating his own 

word,,) and requests you to change it for a better." The Pasha, 

highly offended with the impudence of Amiro, and yet unable 

to take back himself a present that he has oucc made, transfers 

the horse to the Doctor, without giving any substitute to his 

inaatiable Mentor. And thus is the wily Greek represented to 

have overreached his competitor for substantial favours in moncy 

matters, as well as other affuirs, and by his success, to have 
• 

answered the double purpose of bringing AmiTo into (lisgraet\ 

and becoming master of the presents intended for him. 

The Cavaliere had lately made an application to the Pasha, 

tor leave to return, to which he received this sinh'lllar alllSwer:

that such a pennission would only be grdnted him, on the con

dition of his writing a letter to Mahommed Ali, expressive of hi • 

... ti.faction at the treatment he had received from his son. In 

such awe- does a Turkish Prince stand of his father, though at 

tbe head of an llI'IDy at two thousand miles distance from him. 

The letter was refused ; and tlius the matter stood on our arrival. 

It may, perhaps, be better to anticipate, in this place, some 

• And mOllt certainly it "8 not; it was afterwardll in our se"ice, at Djebel el 
Berkel, 'and a meaner ani~al no ooe ever bestrode. 
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information, that we afterwards collected, on the objects of this 

expedition, of which we now found ourselves fonning a part, 

the force and composition of the army, the opposition it had 
• 

already met with, and that which it was likely to encounter in 

its further progress. The only persons from whom we could 

gain any immediate information on these subjects, were the 

F'ranks, Greeks"', and renegades in the Turkish service, who in 

gClleral astonished us by their ignorance; however, the prin

cipal facts were notorious; many particulars we learnt casually 

from otlIer quarters. Such an account must necessarily be im

perfect; though accurat(·, 1 trust, as far as it goes; at least, 

nothing is mentioned in it which did not come from good 

authority, with subsequent confirmation. 

The ambition of Mal:ommed Ali i. to possesS all the bank> 

and the islands of the Nile, ami to be master of all who drink 

its waters, from Abyssinia to the Mediterranean: an ambition 

worthy of a great Prince, if its origin were not to be traced to 

his avarice. His designs on Abyssinia he seems to have aban

doned, on a formal assurance that an attack on a Christian 

State, so situated, would probably invplve him with the English 

Government, and he determined to limit his conquests to the 

kingdoms of Dongola, Dar Sheygy'a, Berber, Shendy, and 

• One of the Greeks~ Il man high on the Medical Staff, who professed to keep 
a journal. when uked any simple question about the events of the campais:n, 
uluallyanswered, " L' ,bo dimenticllto, perclie 10 tengo Beritto i" and when invited 
to conlnlt the writing, pleadE'n its illegibility. 

N' 
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Sennaar ; this plan included the extirpation of hi, old 

enemies the Mamelouks, who were in quiet possession of 

D6ngola. The means he employed appear at first sight hardly 
• 

adequate to the purpose; the whole force engaged in the 

expedition being about ten thousand men, of whom not 

more than four thousand were fighting men: the addition 

of twelve pieces of cannon made it irresistible. His mer

cenaries, who form very nearly the whole of his army, are 

engaged, like servants, by the month, and have then the 

right of sending in their resignation and retiring. Tho~ going 

on an expedition, are engaged for the whole of it, but no one is 

obliged to enter upon it in the first instance; in this, they were 

paid six month. in advance, before they left Egypt, and yet 

engaged only as far ... , D6ngola, either through a fear that 

volunteers would not easily be found for a more distant war, or 

to avoid giving suspicion to the states above D6ngola. Means 

were afterwards found to induce them to continue to serve as 

far as Sennaar: and thus far they seemed to have no fear of 

success, though such is their terror of the Habesh, that I believe 

no hopes of reward or plunder could induce them to venture 

into that· country. 

The best soldiers III the army were about fifteen hundred 

Bedouins·, part of whom appear to have been natives of a tract 

. Descendanta of the ArmentJriua Afer, and differing, probablY, from their 
anceltors in little tIe. than their arma. In all wara in Asia. u well u in Atrica, 
the beat irregular soldiers are the Bedouin Arab.; nor i, it any wonder that they 
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of land conquered by the Pasha in his expedition towards the 

temple of Jupiter _Ammon, and part Moggrebyns from the 

deserts near Tripoli, Tunis, and Morocco; th~y were all horse

men, and some had bayonet .. to their guns; they had a peculiar 

song when moving on horseback, whether alone or in bodies, 

common to all Mrican Bedouins, but not to those of Syria j 

they wear in general two brace of pistols, besides their sword 

and gun, and all are filkilflll in t.he liSP of thC' hmC'f'. Th(~ next 

in merit were the Moggrebyns, a term confined in military 

language (as well as I could understand) to the infantry, who 

are na:tivcs, not of the deserts, but of the cities on the northern 

coast of Africa. There were many Albanians, but 110t in this 

army forming a separate corps, and many Asiatic Turks, who 
• 

were also dispersed under different lcad(~rs. The Generals were, 

Abdin Ca.",heff, Kogie Achmet, Commander of the Bedouins, 

Hassan Dar, Selagh Dar, and Omar Ca,helf. At the head of 

the whole was Ismael Pasha, the younger son of Mahommed Ali, 

and only twenty-two years old; he is possessed of' great personal 

are the bravest people in the world, lIince they are naturally the most (rfe. A mere 
gallop across the Desert produces a certain excitation and levity of spirits, a gay 
and rapturous feeling of liberty, that caunot be experienced eI8ewller~. 

The naked inhabitant of the Desert is subject to no master, and acknowledge!> 
no superior; his very view is unbounded, and all that he views is his own; be 
can direct his steps whither he willa, and traCe his J'lLth where no man haa trodden 
before bim; the shrube on which he feeds his horse, and the spring of which be 
drinks, like the stars that light and guide him, are common to himself with the 
whole world; he can change them when be chooses, and again travel the W8/jt~ 
which he f&.ncies to be infiniu-. 
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courage, and much generosity, when it is consistent with policy; 

he is self-willed and obstinate, as a young Prince ought to be; 

has some information and much curiosity, and talents apparently 

so considerable, that he may some day be a great TlfI'k, though 

a personal defect will ever prevent in him all dignity both of 

appearance and manners. 

The army left Cairo early in the summer, passed the 

Cataracts eluring the inundation, and advanced without oppo

sition to New D6ng'Jla, which they found evacuated hy the 

Mame1ouks, who had retired, some months before, to Shendy. 

Their next step was to advance against the Sheygy'a.· The 

character of " this interesting people" has already been given by 

Burckhardt, though only from hearsay, yet '0 faithfully, that 
. . . 

little remains to be added to what he has said about their 

manners and their literature. Their love of liherty, and their 

courage to defend it, had not then been put to the proof, as 

their wars with the Mamelouks, though frequent and of long 

continuance, were never wars of extermination; they were 

only known to be good horsemen, and brave and successful 

soldiers. 

They ,are divided into four, or (as we were informed) more 

than four tribes, whose chiefs, however, seem to have been 

nearly under the govetnmerit of one of the two Kings, or 

Maleks, Chowes and Zobey'r, who divided the force of the 

f1ation, and were often at war with each other, but 'always Wlited 
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in cases of common danger. Malek Chowes IS described to be 
a fat, lively, good-tempered man, and very fair for a Sheygy'a, 

who are in general jet..black; he was the more powerful of thE:' 

two, and Merawe was the name of his capital and his kingdom. 

Zoooyr was represented as a more violent man; and, ~incc II 

great victory obtained hy an ancestor, fifty-five years ago, at tht 

foot of M'. Dager, over the King of Argo, he had governed tilt' 

southern or lower part of Dar Shcygy'u; tllc name of' his capital 

was Hannech. The united force of thest> two monarchs was about 

ten thousand men, of whom more than two thousand were 

cavalry. 

On his arrival at Dlmgola, the l'asha sent them orders to sub

mit to the power of .l\lahommed Ali; they exprCHSl->d themsdves 

willing to cultivate their ground and to pay tribut.e, The Pasha 

then commanded them to prove their sincerity hy sending to 

him their arms and their horses. Thpy Himply repeated thC'ir 

former offer.. T~e Pasha replied, that hi, fat.her had ordered 

him to make them a nation of Fell/lhs. instcad of a nation of 

warriors, and renewed hi~ demand. They rcplj<..>d, with a 

defiancc, "Either go on your business,. or come and attack UR;" 

.and the Pasha moved hi~ troops towards their fronti('ft!. 

The first skirmiah seems to have taken place near Old lMngola, 

when the Pasha and some of his generals, with very few soldiers, 

• The lWne of the labouring Alabs of Egypt. and one of reproach among ni~ 

their free brethren. . 
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were 8urprised by a party of Sheygy'a, whom they repulsed. In 

one that succeeded, Abdin Cashefl' took prisoner the virgin' 

daughter of one of their chiefs; he instantly sent her unseen to 

the Pasha. The young Turk commanded the half-naked savage 

to be brought before him; he received her with kindness, and 

asked her some questions about her father; he then ordered her 

to be washed, and splendidly dressed, changed her ornaments of 

dollars for others of Venetian gold, and sent her, under a strong 

escort, hack to her father I. As soon as the chief recognised 

his daughter, and saw how she had been honoured, "All this is 

well/~ said he with impatience, "but are you still a virgin ?"

She assured him that she was; and when he had ascertained the 

truth of this, he withdrew his troops, and swore that he would 

not fight against the man who had spared tbe virginity of his 

daughter: an act worthy to be rccordt.>fl among those sacrifices 

of public spirit to private feeling, which have ever been con

demned by philosophers, and will ever be forgiven by other men . 

• The signal for attack among the ~heygy'a. as I believe among other Arabs, is 
given by a virgin, richly dreilBed, and seated on a dromedary, who ill held sacred 
eveD by the ene-my. The signal ill li/liMlilli.loo, frequently repeated. This lIame 
lound is used by the women, to' testify their joy at a festival, or their sorrow at a 
funeral. The Greek word OAOAtI')"') was similar in sound and in usage. 

t The merit of the action depends almost entirely on the beauty of the Princess. 
We never saw her; but if shit resemble some of her compatriots, whom we have 
seen, lsmael Pasha is as deserving of immortality 8S Scipio Africanus. But lUi 

durability of glory depends on the historian more than on the hero, the virtue. of a 

• Turk may de.pair of being perpetuated: it waa easier even for Rome to give 
birth to Scipio than to LhY. 
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This little anecdote Wa., very generally spoken of; and made • 
great noise in both annies. 

About the AAme time, in ordC'r to intimid.ate his enemy by so 

wonderful a display of power, the PaJoiJla ord~J"ed an exhibitioJl 

of fireworks. His enemy was It'S.'i timid., though, perhaps, not 

Jess ignorant, than ht' imaginc'tl. and on seeing the rockeD. 

shooting into the air, they only rC'marked, " 'Vhat, is Il(~ come 

to make war against Heaven too!" alld tlH'ir ('ourage war; con

firmed by the sight. ,, \. .. ou arc ('omc '1g<lin~t us," t.hey uRCd to 

shout from their encampmeHt, " you arc ('ome a~inJoit us from 

the North and from tht, Ea~t and from the' \\'eJoit; hut WC' will 

df'stro)" you: ' When told hy till' AbahdC'. wllO Wt'rl~ (~scorting 

the Chief's daughter, thai if they did not Joiubmit tllC Pasha 

wO'llU drive them io Sl'llliam-" He may drive us to the gatc~ 

of the world; but we will not submit: ' 

Some days aftt'r the afthir of' the virgin, the j)il11ihn, with 

about three hundred mt'n, waJoi encamped thJ"C(> or fhur milt'N 

in the Desert. 011 til(' ll'fl hank, not fill" from Korti. Ht~ 

was suddenly rOl1!-;(,d in hi!'; h.'nt by Joihouts of "Where iJoi tIll' 

Pasha ?" lIe wa.... surround(!u by ~hrc(' or four thousanu 

Shcygy'a, He sprung on his hONle, alld rode up tc! A bdin 

Cashelf in high spirit. ... alUl asked him and HlP other Gene,...I" 

whether they would fight that day in their own fashion or in 

his? A bdin answered, that during the many years that he had 

been a ROldier, he had never fought in any other fashion tbal} 

that of hi. General. The Paslm then placed the Bedouins and 
o 
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the Moggrebyns in two divisions in front: and behind the 

fonner, Selagh Dar, and behind the latter, Abdin C.sheff'; 

with the camels and baggage he formed a kind of rear-guard, 

and was himself every where. He had no cannon ,with him, 
and WaH, we were assured, so little prepared for this attack, 

that none of the men had more than sixteen rounds of cartridge. 
and many much less, Luckily for his lifo and his glory, the 

anus of his enemies were of a much simpler kind; they havt' 

each two lances, the long ::;olingen sword, and an oblong shield 

of hippopotamm;' or crocodile'R skin; but generally the former. 

Some of their leaders wore a coat of mail, covering the head, 

and falling over the shoulders to th" middle of the hack *. 

A very few had pistols j but the possession of guns was confined 
, 

to the Chiefs; and it is a singular proof of their attachment to 

the weapon of their fathers, that having it always in their 

power to be toler<\hly supplied with fire-arms, and having. in 

'their wars with the Mamelouks, than whom none knew better 

how to use them, experienced their fatal effects, they would 

never condesce~d to adopt them. 

They are singularly fearless in attack, and ride up to the very 

faces of. their enemy with levity and gaiety of heart as to a 

festival, or with joy as if to meet friends from whom they had 

been long separated: they then give the " Salam aleikoum I" 

• We afterwards saw one of this kind at Argo, belonging to a relation of th~ 
Malek, and tbey are said to be common a.t Cairol as the Maroeloub used them. 
Tbey seem, however, tbough impenetrable by a spear, to be not '0 by baIl. 
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"Peace be with you '''-the peace of death, which is to attend 

the lance that instantly follows the salutation: mortal thrust, 

are given and received, with the words of love upon the lips. 

This contempt of life, this mockery of· what is most fearfuJ, is 

peculiar to t11emselvcs- thc only people to whom arms are play

things, and war a sport; who umong their enemies seek 

nothing but amusement, amI in death fear nothing but repoSe. 

In this ca.<;c, th(,y had motive's enough to in('r<>ase even their 

natural and hereditary bravny. Tht·y had lived the companions 

of their horses, with the lancc in tJlcir haud: they were to 

resign the {(>TIUl'r to stranp;C't"S, and exdHmgc th(.> latter for 

harrows and pruning-knives; <Iud were to drive an ox round 

a sakie, instead of ('hasj~g an clu'my ac'ross the Desert. They 

had many Nllbians settled in the ('onntry, whom they obliged 

to all the labours of cultivating the ground, alld whom they 

tJ'(~<lted as greatly thcil' inferiors. They were now called upon 

to perform th",,' Iahour" whirh they had been brought up to 

consider as scn'ilc~ ;nul were to cxpet't no better treatment than 

that which they had been accustomed to exercise; they werl' 

to fall at once to slavery. not from. liberty ID£'reIy, but from 

tyranny; and again, bet;ides their prejudices against white men 

generally, they had particular religious ones against the Osman~ 

lies, to whom, . in common witli Christians, they applied the 

tenn Dog. 

Their first attack was irreaistible ; the Bedouins were driven 

back, and Abdin CasheW advanced from tbe opposite angle of 
o. 
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the square to support them; while he was engaged, the 

Bedouins rallied in his rear, he retunled to his post, and they 

charged again. The l\1oggrebym; had lx-en toiimilarly routed 

and rallied. The Sheygy"a, though suffering very severely, 

repeated their attacks, and three times was Abdin CasheW seen 

to charge in person, and throw himself iuto the middle of the 
t:'llcr:.y ; he shot several of them with his own hand, and havinp: 

ditmrmed .one, he drove his own lance quitt· through his body. 

The rasha was glving, in other parts, similar pl'oof~ of courage, 

the only one he could now give of gencralbhip, and the pistol of 

his Highness is said to have been particularly de::.tructive; he 

(Oaught the gaiety of his enemies, and roue among them ",jth a 

laugh. At Isst, the Sheygy'a, finding that their magic had not 
• 

been able to stop the ('ourse of Turkish balls, and that the 

churms of the enemy were stronger than their own, said, "that 

Uod had dedared agdinst them," aUll took to flight. They had 

plaoed great dependance on those charms, to which their necro

mancers- had given, for this occasion, peculiar power and 

efficacy; and their fifllt act after the battle was to put to de-dth 

the whole race that had tbus imposed on their credulity. 

Their Gvalry, being much better mounted than their adver. 

saries, in general escaped, but a great part or the infantry was 

massacred. It is, however, Universally acknowledged that the 

• ~ The Magicians formed a distmct prore8s~on among the Sheygy'a. distinct 
from their Fakira and their Shius, and they lived together in • villAge near . 
Mera~e) namttd Shibbah. 
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Pasha exerted himself to save the flying enemy, and ~u('('(,L-de(1 

in preserving some, who W£>fP of th(~ inf.·mtry, and dlietiy 

Nubians; inhahitants of that part of Dungola which was tri

butary to the Shcygy'a, and attached to their army by fan't', OJ' 

habit, or inclination; for thes(' Amhs were )Jot di,..;liked by their 

suhje(·ts. The Pm-ha maul' }lr('~ent!; to his prisoners, and 

clothed them, and ~ent them ha('k to tht· Sht·ygy'a with the 

insulting met-sage, not to semI Il(:'rab(~ras against them, but to 

come themselves; to which they ans' ... ·(·red, as when yet un

wounded, ., Either go on yonr husill('~";, or ('orne and attack us." 

If" had not yet pa.%('d their 1Il0lUltain hanier, where they had 

1)L'C1l in the habit of' routing their invati('rs. 

It is a singulur, thougl1 v('r) ('Ntain, fad, that the Pasha hall 

not one man kill(,d in this action, amI ollly one officer am' 

sixteen men wounded, and these, \,ith scan'e1y any ex('eption, 

in the back-the natural ('Oll!)('Cfll(,lIc'C of their mllnm'r of 

fighting; they discharge aU their firc-arms, and then retire inw 

the rear to re-Ioud, while the !o>c('olHl ami Souccccding ranks arc 

firing; when loaded, tht'y advancl' again, and tht'refore, aftm 

the fir!St discharge the whole is a sct'nc of ('onfusion. One 

Bedouin received !Seven lance wounds, not one of which was 

honourahle, and Lvored of them all; he had been unhorsed 

among the enemy, and lanced whiie lying on the hlTOund. 

The Sheygy'a left six hundred men on the field of .battle, and 

they are now lying where they fell, unburied, in the Desert. 

I am told that the dying expressIOn which remained on tbe 



!()-2 BA1TLE OF KORTI. 

rares of most of them was that of. anger rather than of terror, 

and that many had expired with a smile on their countenance. 

I have heard of some arts of indi~dual eourage perfonned by 

them during the battle, and which are related with admiration 

by the Turks them,elves. One Arab, who appears to have 

placed perfe<.'t confidence in the strength of his charms, aficr 

n'C'civing five balls, ('ontillued fighting and crying out, u that 

they might fire, but could never hurt him;" till he rec'civoo hi !' 

mortal wound. The exploits of another are particularly c:ele

bratro by his cnemic!:', who, after being similarly perforated, 

lought till he fell, and died crying "Where is the Pasha '" 

Another, also wounded, had lost his horse; however, he found 

his way to the door of the tent of Sflagh nar, who!\{'> groom 

was standing there bitting his master's charger; the Arab 

disabled the groom, leaped on the horse, and gallopped away. 

However, such acts arc common in all battles ; nor ;u~ they 

more admirable in savage than in civilized man. n eath is not 

more terrible in the desert than in the city; it ought-to be less 

~ to those who have less to live for. 

Vet shan I be pardonetl for mentioning these not uninterest

ing exertions of human energy. The national existenre of the 

Sheygy'a, and their attempt to preserve it, wi either never be 

known, or soon forgotten. In a few years, the next generation, 

perhaps .,..en the present, will be turning the sakies, and 

heaving the water-buckets, like the Fellah. of Egypt.; and 

instead of being the Pasha'. bravest enemies, will only be 
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known as his most active !Slaves. They will have no place in 

History; their conquerors, more illiterate tha.n themselves, have 

no writer to preserve their name; for so, they would at lea~t 

descend.to posterity, as a nation of brave robbers.; and even 

that were better than to be forgotten. 

Those who escaped from the hattie of Korti, took refuge ill 

some strong stone C<'l.StJes. one of which is built on the site of 

an ancient temple at the loot of Mt. Dager, on the other bank 

of the Nile. Their horses arc taught to swim across the river 

in the broadest parts; they are also trained, by a particular 

jerk of the bridle, to advance by springs instead of any regular 

pace, making their gallop exactly that of an antelope; they 

thmi prevent the enemy from aiming with certainty, by the 

uncertainty of their oWli motion, without impeding the actions 

of their rider, who is accustomed to it. The Pasha pursued 

them to their castles, in and lwhind which werC' drawn up to 

receive him these black horst'men of the Desert, darkening (as 

an eye-witness described it,) the 8ide of the mountain; they 

were tihouting terrihly, and !,(,pmed awaiting the attack witb 

impatience. This time, the Pasha thought it more prudent to 

bring some pieces of artillery to hear lipon them. A tJeavy fire 

of shot and sh"', which they were equally unable to avoid 

and to avenge, quickly dissipated' the ardour of these unhappy 

• j. What are you but a nation of robbert> 1" said a Turk to them, during 8o~e 
ntSgotiation. II Robben I" W&8 the indignant !epJy: I. Robben, then, were we 
bom; and robbers will we die." 
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men, and they appear to have fled without making any attempt 

at resistance. Yet even in this case (as we afterwards learnt), 

","'PTe their terrors derived from their superstition: a shell fell 

illto one of the castlcR, anll began rolling and bOWlding about; 

they collected in numbcts to look at it, and were much amused 

~y its motions, till it hUl'st and wounded §cvcral; it was then 

that they fled, exclaiming, "that tllt~ Spirits of Hell were come 

against them, and Were too Ntl'Ong for them." To the last the) 

had . no tear of mUll or his J11veutiomi:; but, astounded by the 

power and llovelty of' the means employl.>U to tk·~troy them, 

they came to the natural, but hopeless, (·ondu:.;ion, that ,: the 

Spirits of Hell were come against them," They were pursued 

by the cavalry and artillery for the whole night; and with ""'hIlt 

effect, we had afterwards an opportmiity of ob~rving, Th(· 

first halt of the army was at the spot where we found it t"Il

call1pt.>d, about twelve hours from Djebel Dager. 

In the mean time, the Cavaliere, who i~ also a poet, had 

already celebrated, in Tm~~n rhyme, the glory of the conqueror; 

and whawvcr he the merit of his c-Omposition, it was at least 

a singular incident to hav,? found t~e Muse of Italy singing the 

exploits of a Turk among the mountains of Africa. 

1\. proof that the Sheygy'a, though beatelt, had not ceased 

to be fonnidablc, is, that this morning, as the Chevalier W8I 

advancing in his boat, a little a-head of the main body of the 

/!eel, who were Dot less than sixty in number, he saw fi:ot two, 

and then four, .n~ then two· more, of th""" Arabs, OJ> the rig//t 
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bank, coming down to water their horse!! at the river-side; he 

turned his boat about, and the whole /leet followed him, and we 

found them drawn up on the left bank, a little above us; his 

boat only, and a few others, being at the island in the rear of 
the rest. 

We were not flattered with the hopes of experiencing any 

kindness at thc hands of the Pasha; he hates all Franks (it 

seems), and was determined to have no freemen in his anny. 

He had, long ago, and constantly, received information of our 

movement<;, had expressed himself unfavourahly regarding us, 

and intended (it was said) to discourage tIl{: attempt ... of any 

future travellers, hy his manner of' receiving us. 

Among the various pieces of intelligence given us 
Dec. s. • 

yesterday evening by the Greek Demetrio, one unhap-

pily tumed out to be true, and that was a prophecy; he had 

told us, in a savage and almost exulting manner, "I shall hav{' 

to bury a doctor to-night." The invalid was a Pioomontais, 

named Gentile, who had been many years in the EngliMh 

service, and had an English wife then living at Calcutta; a man 

of irreproachable character, and by general confession the most 

respectable Christian in the service of the Pasha: he died in the 

course of the nignt, and the Greek bad accomplished his pre

diction before day-break. 

We left the i.land rather early, and crossed over to join the 

ather boats: this led to the usual scene of confusion, during 

wlUch our boat had the misfortune to run foul of the commodore. 
p 
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The little veteran seized his stick in his left hand, jumped . OIl 

board us, and chased the sailors about, to the great diminution 

of his own dignity, and the unrestrained amusement of all spec
tators. The scene becomes lively; every stone is a Sheygy'a; a 

telescope of Mr. Hanbury'S is in great request; pistols are ckan. 

ing and guns firing; the whole presents an animating mixture of 

good humour and disorder, full of novelty and interest. 

At first our direction was N.; the river is very broad, but 

shallow towards the right bank. In about half a mile some small 

islands began to intervene, but the Nile is navigable on both 

sides of them. IVI"'. .Dager is now on our left j our right side ilS 
rich and cultivated, but without palms. In about one mile and 

a half we prussed a village on our left, at the toot of M'. Dager, 

and some large buildings, apparently of ~tone, near it; these are 

the castles, whence the Sheygy' a were driven by the mitraiUe. 

The country is all along quite open on the right. In about three 

miles Mount Dager ends. Being unable, from our weight, to 

cross to the other side, according to orders, we tied our boat for 

tlle night to the left or east bank, with two or three others, 

though with some supposed danger of an attack; as this bank 

was not IJQ thoroughly depopulated as that opposite, on which 

the Pasha hadadvanced in person. 

Dec. g, 
Near the riveri. a Village, almost entirely burnt down, 

and deserted, except by the.. In the midclle of it 

it .. one of those large mud fort1e8ees, of which we had lI'Iver yet 

been able to examine the .interior. It is a square of.about funy 
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yard!, with holl!eS round the inside, though lower .Ihan the 

outer wall, which is very thick, and has stair-cases up to the top. 

In the middle is a court, in the centre of which is a small square 

building. with little holes in the wall near the top, higher than 

the -exterior wall, and near it is a large well, lined ",ith stone; 

the whole building was black with smoke, and every thing com

bustible in it had been destroyed. The dhourra, which was ju,1 

ripe, was broken down in every direction, and a dead camel wa~ 

lying among it. The trees alone preserved their verdure and 

their inhabitant., and we observed many fiil(hts of partridges 

crossing over from the mountains opposite. 

A low hank projected into the water about two hundred yard~ 

hefore our boat: returnipg to breakfast, I ohserved a number of 

soldiers collected on the bank, and went that way to see what had 

brought them together. They had already left the spot when I 

arrived, and found there a dead body, just washed to shore, but 

.till in the water. Its back was upwards, the head a little 

deeper, yet still partly out of water, and "hellving with the 

heaving billow;" though, as the face was downwards, and the 

tnotion rather sideways, in the direction of the waves that OC(:ll

sioned it, the reality did not correspond to the idea One is apt 

• to fonn from the poet's description. The arms were bent at the 

elbow, and advanced exactly as i~ the act of swimming; and as 

the motion of the water kept them also moving, the corpse had 
• 

the appearance of a person always swimming and never ad-

......wI!; ·the neck was green, and the head and body much 
p • 
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swelled and almost white, appearing .. if they had heen covet'ed 

with a black skin, which in most parts had heen washed 011' ; no 

hair was left on the head, the legs were under water, and the 

sheath of the smsll knife worn on the left arm still remained 

there, though the 8Oldie,.. had taken out the knife; the usual 

rop<' was round the waist, The men whom I had met had come 

with the intention of burying the body; but finding that he wa..~ 

an enemy (for even in that state they pretended to be able to 

distinguish him from the Ambs in the Pasha's service), they left 

him to his fate; his fate was not doubtful, for the hawks and the 

vultures were already wheeling about at no great distanr .. , We 

returned to the boat, and sent our servants with instruments to 

drag him on shore, and dig a grave in the sand, and soon after-
• 

wards went baCk ou_lv .. to place him there, We found him 

extended on the bank, motionless now, and fated to move no 

more; lifeles~ and not to be re-animated, and heyond the power 

of imagination; he was become an object merely of horror, which 

hut for one feeling and one reflection, would have heen w.gust; 

the nose and lips had heen worn away by the frietion of the 

water, the upper jaw was driven in much within the under. -and 

exposure to the sun had almost instantly changed the oolour of 

the whole body to a deep red. Th,e legs were thin, and not 

swelled like the rest of the bOdy; the right mueh bent at the 

knee, and the left stretched out; there was no visible wound; 

hi. had heen killed by 8 bslI, or m"l'" probably drowae4 in an 

at_pt to swim across the river. We were pooooooi;ng to lay 
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him in the hole already dug for him, when the soldiers interfered. 

and some words being exchanged, they pleaded. "that their 

allegiance to the Sultan obliged them to leave all Iu. enemi •• 

unburied, and swore they would do the same, were the corpse 

lying before them that of Mahommed Ali himself." W. 

desist, and return to the boat, determined to execute our inten

tion after dark; the vultures soon discover, and approach, and 

hover about, and alight ncar him; and I observed one, the hun

griest or boldest among them, who walked round and then quilR 

dose to the unprotected corpse, but seemed restraiued by some 

sort. of fear from touching it; and cuntinued for two or three 

hours, apparently desiring and hesitating, without daring to (:om
mence its unholy feast: the dOh'S, who were living almost wild 

among the dhourra, also' came near, hut shewed the same un

willingness to begin a revel on what had so lately been man. 

May it be, that the human figure, even thu. delbrmed and fallen 

from its glory, continued to inspire these animals with a part at 

I ... t of the respect they had felt for it when upright and 

breathing? or is there a superstition or a religion", common itl 

some degree to all the brutes of c\'Cation, which awes their 

approach to the image of their Creator, however degraded and 

corrupted? Towaro. dusk a vulture alighted on the body; he 

was quickly displaced by • rill .... hot, and SOOIl afterwards a boat 

• There are storie. of the wildest animals hUlDg been awed by the steady regald 
of'man-their attack, perbape. i. only to be feared when they are infuriated by 
hager, <II' coafinement, (lr provocatiOD. 



110 DAR 8HEYG'YA. 

passed: with a Cadi or Judge (a Turk) on board. He ordera two 

men to bury the corpse. They answer, "It is an enemy."

« And does the Koran teach you not to bury an enemy? for the 

future read the Koran before you pray: go and bury the bOdy r' 
and the order was obeyed, 

There was another village, about a mile higher up, still larger 

than this, and in the same state of desolation; some mats and 

hedBteads were found there, and anum ber of quotations from 

the Koran on wood and tile, and two inscriptions, both well 

written on paper, left over the doors, and purporting I that the 

inhabitants had been driven away by foree, by unholy people, 

,md not under the protection of God: 

Thi. depopulation of huts and cottages, that marks the 
• 

course of war through a poor country, presents a spectacle 

perhaps more deeply afflicting than the destruction .of cities or 

of pa.Iaces, Simplicity of houses and manumctures is connected 

in our ideas with simplicity of manners, with ignorance and 

with innocence: such a People may have much to move bene

volence or even pity, but can possess nothing to excite envy or 

rapacity; the thirst of plunder becomes almost an excuse for 

hostile depredation, when compared with the fury of that 

invader against whom poverty is no protection. 

Dec. 10. 
Ye.tenlay e~ening we contrived in two hours to 

perform the labour of crossing the river, after a for-

llUlate rencontre with lIome peasants, who were returning with 

their oxen into D6ngola. The oxen were killed, 8IId, in entire 
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dearth of other provisions, immediately eaten; the life of the 

men was spared, and they proceeded, upon the whole well 

satisfied with their adventure. 

The country on this (the right) bank was as deserted as 011 

the other, except that in a village near, there remained one old 

woman, who had refused to leave her cottage with the rest, 

and stayed to perish with it ; she rejects offers of sustenance, 

and talks lightly of death. The women '"'em generally to have 

shared the courage of their husbands and fathers. " Are you 

not afraid of the soldiers ?" said our servants to some of those 

confined at Ute island below: " Why should we fear the sol

diers?" answered one of them ; "Can thcy do more than kiU 

us ?" A quantity of plaited hair was found in oue of the 

cottages, cut off, uo doubt, by some widow, on hearing the 

death of her husband, before she fled . 

We observed some of the sailors, who happened to have lost Or 

worn out the very simple vestment which is considered nect..'5S8J'Y 

in this country, supply its place by a cincture of acacia leaves 

attached to the cord worn round the waist: a very primitive

C9vering, though less effectual than th~ orib";nal fig-leaf. 

• Hardly lea! limple, though more singular, metIJUI were eDl ployed for the .. me 

purpose by tbe ancient inhabitants of tht.'sc ·countQcs. S~e Di odor. Sic., lib. iii. 

sect. 7.: Tn'}. a~ 'TWill 'lrPO~~T(lW TIi; O'.ipli, «roX61tTOIITIS ix TWill ~'Ir,6er Xtlt1.,n.. 

TOtHTl afa. To6T1IW Tli tIrX'a.. x~6a.'Ir'p &.Ow Ttlttlrljll 1rPO'tlt1.6P.IIIOI · illlOI ai 
• 

~ Ttlti, Sof4i • .,.,;;, X1"'7jIla1I1' 11(1', 8' "J 1f" PI~WP.a.fr' p.t~ T6 1£-'f.TOlllrtiip.4 

Je&il.UrnUf"I. ' X TWill "'plx,fit' 7t1.btOvrf,. Which il confirmed by Strabo, lib. 16, 

in hit account of the manners of the EthiopianB 
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A $Oldier brought in a colossal wild-goose, which he had' jUBt 

shot with ball, and presented it to us: it had the breaat grey, 

the belly white, the tail black, the back a speckled bl'j)wn, and 

the head and upper jlart of the neck a deep brown, and was 

larger by a third than anyone I ever saw in any country, The 

side of M', Dager and the stony ground near it abounds with 

' partridges, which come down in coveys of forty or fifty together 

to the river to drink; they fly high with much chattering and 

noise, and are very difficult to approach. 

In the course of the day, some of our party made an excur

sion to the mountains, and found there a village full of old 

women and children; their attention was excited by the nies 

of one of the latter from among the dhourra j they went to the 

spot, and succeeded in rescuing a little girl of ten or elevcu 

years old from the violence of four men, the nl06t active of 

whom was our friend, the donor of the wild I(oose. They ask a 

little boy after hi. father: " He is dead." He uttered the words 

mechanically, as if hardly knowing their meaning. A child 

comtl8 to the!Do ' pleading her extreme youth, and claim. to be 

spazed and protected, How far such claims were allowed by 

the oth"" Christians in the army, appears from all anecdote we 

heard to-day, There Was a little boy, who had a very young 

colt, all that he inherited at the death of his father, and which 

even the $Oldiers had left him: Demetrio, the Greek already 

lW!'ltloned, pasaed 800n afterwards, on his retum: tram ~ 
-... whither Joe ,had been carrying the news o(GentiIe'. deeth, 

to complete his triumph over humanity, he seised. the colt, beat 
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ito little owner, and returned to his master glorying in hi. 
victory and his spoil. ' 

His master was the Signor Protomedico, who having also come 

to the rear on account of the same event, paid us a visit in the 

evening. His object was evidently to become acquainted with 

our wishes and intentions; and this, like all greatly cunning men, 

he endeavoured to attain indirectly. It is most amusing to 

observe how much time and ingenuity are often employed by the 

tortuous mind of a Gn..>ek to arrive at a conclusion, which an 

answer to a simple 'question would give him much more surely: 

what a complicated machine he erects to fathom a rivulet; and 

how vain he is, if he succeed! However, he was extremely' 

civil, made us Some very trifling, though acceptable, presents, 
• 

and promised to send down horses for us from the army; hif 

manners are extremely smooth, and his behaviour, and even 

appearance, upon the whole, prepossessing. 

Dec. 11 . 
The Persian found one of the Sheygy'a shields, and 

sold it to us: it is about four feet long and one foot 

and a half broad, of hippopotamus's skin; it was completely 

~ed with sabrc-<:uts, and a ball had passed through the middle. 

An immense crocodile, apparently fifty or sixty feet in leJ1gth, lay 

on a bank near the other side all the afternoon; our rifle would 

not reach 80 far, and the report did. not- even disturb him, and 

there were no means of approaching nearer. Wi were detained here 

all day hy the dilatoriness of some of the other boats, who came 

up in the evening, and whose Rci .... furnished the Commodore 
Q 
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with an hour or two of exercise. We heard the b1<>w. <>f his 

nabboot very distinctly in our boat, though nearly a quarter of 

mile to windwanl of the flag-ship. 

D.c. 12. Returning to the boat, after the execution of a can-
nibal vulture, we found our part of it occupied by three 

very important Turkish-looking men, one of whom saluted us in 

English. They proved to be an I talian and two Americans; 

the former, named Rossignoli, was a physician on the staff; and 

the others were renegades; the more consequential of the two 

is named Mahommed Effendi-it is said, that he is of a good 
familY", and that after deliberately weighing, with all the advan

tages of education, the merits of the two religion., he declared in 

favour of the Mahometan. He tben wrote a book, to prove to 

an the Christian world how well he h;m decided, and of which 

he greatly wishes, we were assured, to obtain the publication in 

England. He was now an otlioer of artillery in the Pasha's 

&er'Vice; he is a pale, delicate-looking man, of above thirty, and 

hao been succe •• ful in acquiring the grave and calm look of the 

Turks, and the slow motion of the head and roll oC-the eyes. 

Two other Americans followed his """'"pie, and also (to .;.. 

• We afteItwardl learnt, from one Qf his fellow-countrymen, that he i. a nltive 
of BOlttOD, son of a merchan,t, and. educated a Protestant. Since then, besides 
being for some time a Jew, he has adopted in euccealUon nearly all the opinions 
tMt divide the Ohridian, world. He. now Ml orthodox Mahometan· ad, lIhould . , 
~e..JUJ:vive \hit ~pe4i~on, will, Q{ c;.ouree, t~ Wahabee. ije , wi~ ~ j)Wer ~ 
adorations to Vi.hnouJ and to Fo; and after making the toW' of the world and ita 
dill.-, 1fiU be ooiltentM. to die lUI A theilt. 
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the orthodox expression) "took tl .. turban," and they have since 

heen heard to express their repentance of an act perfo~med (as 

they say) at his persuasion, Of their conversion, or rather, 

transfonnation, (and it seems to have been aimost miraculous,) 

I can give no better account than by a literal translation of one 

I received from an eye-witness: "One day, at Cairo, I saw paRS 

by . two Americans, dressed like common sailors (which they 

were) in a blue jacket and trowsers; and then, for eight or ten 

days, I -saw no more of them, After that interval, I observe 

them 3g-.lln, dressed in red, with a white turban on, and I say, 

, What thing is this ?' (Ch" cos' e questo'l) aud I am told, that 

they have maue Turks of themselves j and lSince, it seems, they 

have also made gentlemen of themselves." One of these walS , 
our third visitor, It is, perhaps, unjust to suspect that the 

principal object of their visit was curiosity to know on what 

servioe we were employed by the }'.sha; supposing, as they did 

very naturally, that it was not a voyage of mere plcasw-e! that 
we were making to such a place, and at such a time. Amiro 

bad before met us wlder the same impressions, except that he 

was led by his own pursuits to susJl<!Ct us of being prof.......! 

antiquarians, as the Americans did, 00 doubt, of being ,very able 
engineers. Their apparent, and perhaps only, motive for being 

at some trouble to see us, was ' highly honourable to their 

ilumallity, They had, as they fancied, very strong reason. to 

!¥illeve that ~ntile had been poisoned, and that Demetrio had 
administered the drugs, at the instance of the Protomedieo, 

Q' 
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who intended thereby to escape the payment of eight thoutland 

pi .. tres, which he owed the deceased. They talked of the 

Protomedico's general character, and mentioned a similar act, 

which he had notoriously committed at Cairo, by the hand of 

the very black who had so lately been our fellow-traveller; and, 

in short, were morc successful in proving him cap.1.hle of such 

crimes, than guilty of this; for it appears tbat Gentile', com

plaint (whatever may have been the mllse of it) Wa.' a dysentery 

of some WE"eks' standing. and that there were no marks of 

poison to be discovered on the body. Their conviction, how

ever, that such had been his fate, was very strong, and, as it ap..

peared to us, principally founded on extremely slight, though very 

singular, grounw.. During the last hours of the sick man'. life, 
• 

Demetrio was observed to be particularly pressing to obtain 

from him his pardon: pardon for what ? Now, I know not 

whether it be one of the tenets of the Greek Church, but I 

bave been often assured that it is a general belief amon~ tbat 

worthy people, tbat the pardon of the dying victim ensures the 

mercy of God to the murderer, who thus whitewashed, without 

fear, and therefore withollt remorse, buries the corpse, and goes 

ofFwith a light heart, to tIfe repetition, perbaps, of so simple an 

act.. Demetrio did ultimately obtain this pardon, and was 

observed to be in peculiarly high Bpirits ever after. Be the fact 

of the murder as it may, their object was to secure the payment 

Of ·the eight tiloWl8lld piastres to the widow, our own oountry. 

woman, and this the British Consul was to e1Fect (as they hoped) 
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by our infonnation. Unwilling to trust our memorr <>n the 

details of a matter of so much importance, we begged them to 

make a written statement of the whole affair, which we p~ 

mise<! to deliver to the Consu\.. Rossignoli spoke the moot 

and with the most warmth; though the others were not with

out anxiety about an act of humanity, in the perfonnance of 

which they had no visible interest whatever. 

Our visitors had walked three hours to find our boat, nnd, no 

doubt, expecu.'(\ to be regaled with a hearty English breakfast. 

Now we had long lived, from day to day, on what fortune 

brought us, even the Commodore's rice having been some time 

finished; and·it happened that morning. that two small bit!! of 
bread formed our whole stock of provision, one of which they 

• 
had devoured at the momeut of' mlterillg thE' hoat. Two of our 

servantli were uut fOr3hring. 'Ve fairly confessed our situation 

to them; and after staying about two hours, they took their 

leave. Presently the foragers returned unsuccessful, and the 

remaining morsel of bread fUl'nished us with our temperate repast. 

This is mentioned, only because we heard, afterwanlq, that 

Mahommed Effendi had complained .severely of our reception 
of !rim. Now it is diffieult to say what re<>eption a xenegade 

has a right to expect from those whose religion he has deserted. 

We oWered him neither insult rior reproach: did he expect 

cordiality and friendship? or was it in the presence of the 

oorpoes left to rot on the face of the earth by those who"; 
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faith be bod from conviction emb~ that he thought us 

likely to respect him and hill faith? 

We were, it is true, alike natives of a w.tant land, we spoke 

the same language, and were ill the country of a common enemy; 

but the nature of crimes is not changed by the sun that burns, 

or the deserts that surround you j nor can any circumstances of 

hardship, difficulty, or lIanger, alter the feeling with which you 

approach an apostate. And yet it must be confessed, that, to 

the disgrace of the Christians resident in the East, renegades are, 

in general,. much less despised by them than by the Turks them

selves*, 

Our servants, in their expedition into the village, found only 

an old woman alive, with her ears off. The Pasha buys 

human eanJ at fifty piastres a-Viec.e, ~hich leads to a thousand 

unnecessary cruelties, and barbarizes thc system of warfare; but 

enables his highness to collect a large stock of ears, which he 

send> down to hi. father as proofs of his successes. The shore i. 

putrid. and the air tainted, by the carcases of oxen, sheep, goats, 

camels, and men. The latter, in particular, are found every fifty 

yards, scattered along the road and among the corn; some in an 

attempt.to reach the Nile, and escape by swimming, have been 

overtaken on the hank, and there killed; others are found with 

• Theae men, in the army,. are ca1Ied, II the Englieh," from the language they 
are euppoted to lpeak; the ~ of America. i. DOt yet known 80 far. I am proud 
<to add my belief that there it only one Britiah renegade in Egypt. 
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their oxen· in the saki.., where they had been labouring together; 

some near the houses they probably inbabited. Those I saw 

were generally lying on their back, the legs apart, the knees 

bent, the body and neck much bloated, horribly offensive to the 

smell, and pf the colour and stiffness of the earth on which they 

were rotting. Many were so placed as to be hardly distingui.,hable 

from it, and we often mistook for a lu~p of mud wbat was, in 

fact, nothing better. The anns were in different positions, but, 

in general, Olle was on the breast, and the other of'tcn under the 

neck. They were of all ages; the older ones, and there were 

many with white beards, had something like a grin, of ferocity or 

agony, on their faces; the younger, among whom was one boy 
of fourteen or fifh>C)1. lonlrPtl vpry plaMfl. nit ;f thf'y hflrl rmrted. 

• 
with life more easily. Beyond this I can conceive little variety 

of expreflsion on the countenances of the dead. On the face> 

which the eye h .. ceased to animate, the grin of indignation, or 

contempt, or even joy, can differ but little from that of anguish ; 

and the calmness of resignation, or fearlessness, or innocence, or 

despair, will be nearly the same-of those that I saw, the mouth • 

• A great number of oxen were lying dead aU along the water's e~ge; t:ith.er 
beeause, when left at liberty. they gorged themselves with dhouml, Illld then drank 
tiD they died, or because, terrified by the fire and tumult, they ron into the water, 
and were unable to extricate their feet from the mud. It is not luppoeed thai they 
were killed either by \h, Sbeygy'a or the soldiers; the former had no time even to 
aYe themselves, and u to the latter, I never heard that the Puha ga."t'e any reward 

few tlae ean of an ox. 
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were all Open, and of roost the dying expresoion (if ever distin

guishable) was now rotted away, as they had been dead seven or 

eight days. They had died all kinds of deaths; one had been 

hanged, and the chord, a very thin one, was still about his neck, 

and his eyes starting from hi. head ; one had his ann broken, and 
• 

the same, a very fine young man, had a large scar on his fuce, 

received no doubt in sote former war; the boy had a sabre-cut 

on the neck, and his head was nearly severed from his body; 

some had their dust-coloured cloaks on, Borne only the covering 

round the waist, and that generally displaced, and others were 

quite naked: the clear red colour of the /lesh of those bodies 

that had been most e"posed to the sun, clear as if transparent, 
had an eWPcl imlp~,.ih~hly homblp. Tho~p whom the birds and 

• 
beasts had hegun to devour (who in proportion to the whole 

number were very few), were attacked almost exclusively in the 

wrist and the arm helow the elbow, and perhaps the eyes, which, 

from that cause, or plltrefaction, were gone in almost every 

instance. I saw no body of a woman or child, and am unwilling 

to helieve an assurance we received, that many of both had been 

massacred. In the midst of the contemplation of such a spec

tacle, we met a trembling shrivelled old woman, carrying some

thing on her head, who told us, as intelligibly as her agitation 

allowed her, that the Pasha had made peace with the Sheygy'a, and 
that multitudes of people were coming down this way. She was 

bot maimed or wounded, but 8uch a picture of hUIWUI deformity 
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as I never saw living. The presence of such a being, moving 

like an evil spirit among the dead, completed a scene already tou 

horrible ". 

The place where we had pa."ed our last two days was nearly 

opposite the end of a small island.; two miles above begins 

another, and continues about two miles more; a largt.! bank pro

jects from the right side towards it, and the Nile is in general vel')' 

shallow. Two high green islets succeed, when' the river widens 

on one side, and in about five miles we stopped a~in opposite 

the ('nd of another island. Doth banks art' ~ich and wen culti

vau..-d, full of villages, with old castles in th<' desert lwhind; one 

near this place the troops found quite full of dates, which by the 

order of the Paslm they burned. A ... hield of crocodile-skin, hut 
• 

not impenetrable by ball, was found to-day, and fell into ou, 

possesslOn. 

I never saw the Nile so smooth and beautiful as in this 

country; it is like a succession of lakes, ornamentt.'(} hy green 

islands, and surrounded by verdure-this may he fancy, and that 

the mind, disgusted hy the fury of man, takes refuge in tbl' 

tranquillity of nature; and is more diRposed to the admiration of 
• 

inanimate things, as it is shocked by the crimes and the miseries 

of the things that live . 

• Oio\anni was sick whenever he went on shore, and one of the soldiers WiU> 

actually taken 80 ill, while walking over the field, as to require support to return t? 
hi. boat--an Albanian, too, and probably not unaccustomed to scenes of carnage. 

R 
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1le<-. 18. 
The island is about two miles and a half lonK; tn a 

village opposite to the end of it we fOWld a few women 

amI children, with their cattle. They were sitting close together, 

in a cluster, by the side of a ruined house, and they ten us, 

" they have no fear, as they are under the protection of God and 

the Pasha;" though their trembling looks were far from confirm

ing their words. Two of the women were young, and one ex

tremely prett.y· ; some of th~ childreu were beautiful; they really 

were without fear; they were pleased with the dresses and afffits 

of the soldiers, and smiled ignorantly on the destroyers of their 

fathers. Little notice was taken of them; but while some of the 

soldiers are attentive to their mothers and sisters, we observe our 

friend the Infidel in the act of carry,ing of!' a large sheep, of 

which (to the disgrace of our weak and hungry nature) we aner

wards accepted a considerable portion. 

Near the end of the island the right bank bceomes less fertile, 

and the cultivation narrower, which from Mount Dager thus far 

h .. varied from one and a half to two miles, and not one spot of 

good soil appears to have been neglected. About one mile and a half 

beyond, the aandstone rock. come down to the river, and extend 
• 

• The Sheygy'a (aa I ha.e already mentioned) are black-a clear, gI088Y, jet
black, whicb appeared, to my then uQprejudiced eyea, to be the finest colour that 
could be lelected for 8. human being. They are distingui,hoo in every re.peet from 
N~, by the brigAtnm of their coloW', by their hair, and the regularityofLhflir 
features ; by the mild and dewy lustre of thei.r eyes, and by the IOftoeq of their 
toRch, in which last respect they yield not to EUfOpeam. 
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one hundred and fifty yards: there arc 1"-0 roeky hill~('lo,e hy 

the shore with ruined mud castles on them, and some hje,hcr 
n 

stony hills behind; on the top of one of which were somt' pile, 

of stOllt..'S, Hkr the pikes of the \V t..~tlUoreland mountains. TIl(' 

cultivation is not intcrruptPd for ahove two hundred yards. In 

an excursion amonf! these rocks, J\lr. H:.mhury found a very lar~t' 

old castle of mixed stone and tnlHI, of about one hundred yards 

square; the walls are thirty ft.'C,t thick, and arc flanked by scv(.r.tl 

towers. He also visited a more moot'rn fortress, s.ud to havl' 

belonged to Malek Chow('s: the door is remarkahly thi(,k and 

strong, and litis two iron bars on the outl'iiu(' ('rm,sing ea('h other 

at right anglc!'i. Within was a part of that king'5O distilling appa

ratus, and some dat('s in jl sta.t(' of fermentation; great C}uantitic~ 

of written papers were lying all about the rooms. Near one or 
t.hese castles was found a living man, with a ball ill hi . .;; jaw, lind 

his cars cu t off. 

We W('rt' arrived about two miles above the island, wilt .. ')) som(' 

dromooaricfl met us, sent uown for us hy the Protomcdico; and 

we soon took It"ave of tIle Commodore and our other friends, and 

mounted. In a ()uarter of all hour we entered Kadjebil'J a Jar~ 

castled town, now utterly clesertt..'tl by aU its human inhabitants. 

In two hours more we came to th.c river <1n~n. at a rocky place, 

and where the cultivation, for a little distancc, is vcry narrow. 

Here are some very fine and furiously!;hapcd rocks., with valley: 

ilUong them, and houses in the valleys. Here are no antiquities. 

but all with whom we converSl.'tl ('onnrmt..'t.l the accounts we had 
u , 
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~o often received, of the men and monsters of stone to be seen 

at Djebel el Derkel, the name of the mountain at whose foot the 

army was encamped. 

We met at intervals a number of families returning, by the 

Pasha's permission, to their villages j a great mixture of animals 

of all ages formed these interesting parties, on their way to bury 

the corpses of their friends. There were old mt'n tmpported h~ 

their daughters, and close by them fonT or five ('hildren, ,.,turk

naked, moun~ed on an as)o;; others Wf'rc riding on cows. The-ft· 
wa~ as great a variety in their countenances; some looked ('urc

less and happy, as if satisfied with the knowledge that they were 

returning in safety to their homes, and ignorant of the desolation 

that awaitt.'<l them there; others had tile appearance of extreme 

misery, as if they were ashamed to have !Survived the m<L..:;sacrc of 

their friends, and the devastation of tllcir country. Among til<' 

latter, at a little distance from her party, I obserVl .. '<l a young 

woman, in w}lOse countenance, besides great beauty, there wa~ 

something so peculiarly expressive, that I ue5.ired my 8eTVant to 

salute and address her: he asked her where she was going. There 

was a natural dignity and pride in her manner, too deep eithC'T 

to be counterfeited or described, as she answered, "I am going tu 

inhabit the house of the Pash~." She spoke with hesitation, as 

if she would willingly have expressed herself otherwise, but the 

~ouse of her ancestors she dared not call that, which was in the pos

session of an enemy-the house of her husband she would gladly 

have said, but he was dep.d. She passed on and joined her party. 
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In one hour more we came at last to the CIty at' Malek 

Chowes, MERAWE ; it is similarly built, but much larger, than 

Kadjeba. It was now nearly dark, and in passing through its 

long and gloomy streets, between the thick mud-wal1;, we Werl.' 

assaulted by multitudes of half-starved dogs, whose howling in tJw 
absence of' all other sound, amI whose adherence to the habita

tions which their ma..,ters had deserted, increased the drcarines~, 

if not the 8olitude, of the place. Our guides here d('sirc us to 

keep dose together, and we. aovanl-'t: for nt·arly an hour towards 

Djebcl el Berkel, whose outlines arc visible in thc moonlight. 

At sudl an hour as this, and under !Sueh ('ircum~tan('cs, w{' would 

willingly have made our first visit to the Sacred Rock, which wt.' 

had long hoped wa~ to be the reward, and perhapR the termina-. 

tion, of our labours. 'Ve approadled ncar enough to sec somc of 

its fragments and projections, whj(·h by thc uncertain light we 

mistook for columns and ('o)osI'i: hut aU Iwafa ('xamln.Jtion wa.s 

prevented by our guides, who obHgcd us to avoid the mountain, 

as well as the trees by the river slde; as two soldiers had been 

murdered two nights ago hy some of the natives, concealed 

there for purposes of plunder or revenge, and who might still 

be hid among the caverns of the rock. ' We therefore' !Steered a 

midd1e course, and soon after heard the cannon from the camp, 

which we entered by the quarter of the Ababde, in five hours 

and a quartt>r from our leaving the boat. The distance I~ 

about sixteen miles in a N.N.E. direction. 

We found the land universally rich and well cultIvated, and 
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nowhere'more RO than near the camp, where the water from the 

""ki .. is frequently distributed by four channels, side by side, gene

raUy elevated by woodwork or stones, a. neatly put together as 

in Egypt. 

The Protomedieo had prepared a tolerable mud <"ttage for us, 

and inccn~e to perfume it, while supper was preparing; he re

ceived us with politeness, and assured us that the l'ashawas anxious 

to see us. We were sorry. however. to l(>arn that Abdin CasheW, 

to whom we int('oclt'd to have' paid our first respt."Ct:-;, was en

camped on the other side of the river, a few miles in the rear of 

the Pasha. 

An incident had just happened !'trongly characteri~tic of un

civilized warfare, the course of which is usually marked by a mix

ture of the extremes of generosit.y and barbarity. The rt'main~ 

of the Sheygy'a, Rtill strong in cavalry, w(>re stationed about a 

day's march higher up the rh'er than the Pa. ... ha; and this morn

ing the SOil of Malek Chowcs arrived at tht! camp with an escort 

of a hundred men, and a present of five hOr8CR, craving his high

ness's permission to remain there till such time as he should be 

cured by the physicians of a wound which he received in the late 

battl... 'The Pasha promised him all possible attention, and 

desired the escort to assure jus father, that, when rL'Stored to 

health, he should be sent back to fight a""in. The young prince 

~as a short .tout lad of about sixteen, in appearance and dress 

like his father's meanest subjects, and only to be distinguished from 

them by some ornaments on the hilt of his sword. Hi. wound was 
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in the foot, and not severe; but the Sheygy'a have n'l mt!lhod of 

ewing gun-shot wounds. One or two bodies were fOllild of men 

who had forced tow or rag into them, to prevent bleeding to 

death; the blood had found iu. way out at the mouth and nose, 

and even at the eyes, and thus had they only changed the manner 

of their death, and taken pains to prm'ure one more painful, amI 

not less certain. 

Happening to go out late at night, to breathe a little fresh. 

air ill the court before the door, I heard, to my unspeakable 

surprise, some people in a neighbouring hut singing and playing 

" Goo. save the King!" In the heart of Africa~ in the ccntre 

of a Mahometan army, surrounded by Turks and Greeks, and 

slaves and renegades, to hear the wng of my country; and thus, 
• 

and So suddenly, to be reminded of the land which contaiJl~ 

all that is most dear to myseU: all that is most nohle in the 

world-l could only lean and listen by the sofl; moonlight, till 

the rude minstrelscy was finished, and then retire, with the 

consolation that to-day at least had not been lost to IUlppin •• ,. 

The l>asha being on the other side of the river, and 
D~. 14. 

the Deftar Dar commanding. on trus, it was nc'Cessary 

(as the doctor assured us) to begin by paying a visit to him. 

He went himself to present us. and interpret for u,. The 

Deftar Dar is a proud.looking and rather handsome young 

Turk, and we found rum 'itting ill a small tent, much crowd~ 
notwithstanding the heat of the day. He received us in· 

cWlerently enough, and withuut paying \1S any attention began 
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a conversation with the doctor in Turkish, which it was easy 

to discovel' was of no very friendly nature; and though no 

indecent anger was shewn, it soon became a very warm dispute. 

ignorant of the language, we were much interested in observing 

the countenances of the disputants; and never was there a finer 

contrast than that form(~d hy the changeable, flexible, moving 

features amI small cunning eyes of the Greek, with the gravity 

and composure and dignity of the Turk, whose natural violem."e of 

temper was only lx,traycd by his t'Y(!; you saw, in tlli!'! contrast, 

the characters of the master and the i'ilavc. 'Ve afterwards learnt 

that tllC quarrel was about the v('ry camels whidl had brought 

us to the camp. The Grl'eks had told us a boa.li>,ting Io\tory. that 

on their return to the camp, the night after the llrotomcdico'l:j 
• 

visit to us, they had fallen in with a large party of nativt.'!o. 

among the (·.orn-fields, loading th(·ir camcll' \lith uhourra, to be 

carried to the,enemy; that they had charged and routed them, 

and taken six camels and three or four men ; that they hau. 

presented the spoil, to the Pasha, and hi, Highness had released 

the men, and given the camels to the warriors who had so 

gallantly taken them. This very morning, whlle standing ncar 

our quarters, I was saluted by an upright, grey-bearded old 

native, who, in a respectful, hut determinecL manner, seemed to 

be making some request to me. I was going to call for an inter

preter, when Demetrio appeared with a large stick in his hand, 

'severely beat the old man, and turned I;im out of the court-yard, 

The noble Arab bore this chastisement haughtily, and with the 
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air of a person morc accustomed to command than to ohey. It 

proved that he was the owner of the camels, and that l,e tlu')} 

wcnt to the Dcftar Dar, to reclaim them, which lro, first to the 

dispute betwcen him .mel the doctoJ', and afterwards to the 

restitution of the camels (whose seizure was proved to hav(' 

been an indefensible act of roblJery), to thc honour of Turkish 

justice . 

..Its wc were not morc courteously trl'ntcu hy the Hl'ad

Treasurer, after the Uil'p"tc, t han we had been hefore it, we 

soon took OUI" If'<1vP. He is snir/ to lw 11 mllll of no family, und 

little el'tlmation lit Cairo, :lIld to have h('('n ruisetl hy some 

fortunate ('ircumsulII('('s to the high situatioll t.hat lw holds here. 

" 'e spent the Iw~t three or four hours more pleasantly, in a 
• 

visit to Djcbcl cl Uerkcl, returned to all early diHner, amI S(~t 

off to see the l>asha in the evening. 1\ very smalJ country hoat, 

containing nineteen passengers, conveyed us to the island oppo

site, which is dlicfly a long bank named N ain, and henc:c we 

were transfcrr(''tl to the other side ill the l'asha's OWII cungec, 

which was obliged, in tIl(' want of all lighter craft, to act as 

a ferry-boat. After waiting it short tjme in a small U'nt near, 

that served for an antechambcr to the place of uU(ii.em'c, we 

were admitted to hi~ Highness. \ 'Ve were prt~scntcd by thE' 

Protomedico, who actcU as intcrpreter; sumding aU the time. 

The Pru;ha made us sit on the same soH~ with himself, and 

began by desiring us to put ourselves at our ease and arrange 

ourselves in the European manner. 
s 
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The conversation commenced, of' course, with compliments 

to the Pasha on his victories, his humanity, and his courage, 

and this subject gradual1y led to a comparison of European with 

Turkish warfare; the numbers generally engaged in the former 

rather confounded him, and it would have been difficult to per

suade him that his OW)) battles were at all comparable to those 

of N apo]eon. He asked some sensible questions, and had an 

evident desire to be well informed on l~l1ropean politics; and 

this he will find extremely difficult, as he can scarcely propose 

any question to whlrh lll' will Tf'f'f"ive thf' Rame an~wer from the 

natives of' different kingdoms. 

He had been assured by the Americans, that if Iluonaparte 

could effect his escape to their country, he would have little 

difficulty in regaining all his power; and by some other person 

(probably an Austrian), that all the subjects of all European 

governments were perfectly free. He inquired about .Ali Pasha 

of Albania, whose success against the Porte he evidently de.. 

sired, and expressed surprise that the English did not assist him. 

A reported war between the Swedes and Algerines also inte.

rested him; he was acquainted with the position of Sweden, 

and tolerably well master of the geography of Europe. But 

the subject on which he entered most warmly was the military 

loree and power of Russi. (a suhject afterwards introduced to 

us by Abd.in Cashelf also), and he asked us why the Congress 

'hod allowed it to be so materially increased? We had not aD

swered this queotion, when his private secretary desired an 


