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her missions to explore distant countries, far surpassed all the
nations of Europe: and a successful expedition through the inte-
rior of the African continent is alone wanting to. render her
triumph complete.

Shendy has a daily, and one large weekly market, which is fre-
quented by all the surrounding Arabs. The common currency is
the same as that at Berber, viz. Dhourra and Dammour. Slaves
and camels are generally bought with dollars, or whole parties of
slaves are bartered for Egyptian and Souakin merchandize. Of
dollars those only are current that are coined in Spain. They are
called Abou Medfaa (piss »'), from having the supposed figure of
a gun on the reverse, or Abou Amoud (s4ac '), from the columns:
none pass current but those with the inscription Carolus IIII.,
which they term Reyal Abou Areyaa (=) #! J4)s and these nuimne-
rals, or lines, must be visible upon the dollar to make it pass at its
full value. They say that the dollars with Carolus I1I. must be of
less value, because they have only three lines, whence they are
estimated at one-sixth below the real vafue. Those coined under
the Ferdinands lose one-third. Austrian dollars are not taken at
all. During my stay at Shendy, I found a blacksmith secretly
employed in adding an I to the dollars of Charles III., for which
he received two measures of Dhourra per dollar. This distinction
of the numerals, it is said, was first made by the Bedouins; as it is
now known amongst the merchants, little inconvenience arises
from it. Gold coins have no currency; but pure gold, in small
pieces, or lumps, or ear-rings, can always be procured from the
Sennaar merchants at the market price. 1 never saw any gold dust
in the possession of the traders during the whole of my journeys.
The Mamelouks bad sent one of their servants to Shendy with
Venefjan zecchins, and Turkish gold coins, in order to exchange
them for dollars: the Egyptians bought them up at half their
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value, but they afterwards repented of it, when they recollected
that they might have employed their dollars in other purchases,
which would have returned them more than fifty per cent. profit
in Egypt. ., '

The market of Shendy is held upon a wide open space between
the two principal quarters of the town. Three rows of small shops
built .of mud, one behind the other, in the shape of niches, about
six feet in length by four feet in depth, and covered by mats, are
occupied by the more opulent tradesmen, who carry their goods
to their respective shops every morning, and back to their houses
in the evening, as these shops have no door by which they can be
secured. The other merchants sit upon the ground, under a kind
of shed or awning of mats supported by three long poles, which
can be turned in all directions, to keep off the sun, so as to afford
sufficient shade to the seller and his customers at all times of the
day. Similar awnings are in common use in the Hedjaz. The
articles usually offered for sale in the daily market are the fol-
lowing : , ‘ ’

Butchers Meat. Cows and camels are slaughtered daily for this
supply, but sheep very seldom. I did not hear that they were in
the habit of emasculating the animals destined for the shambles.
The tallow is sold by particular merchants, who wash and cleanse
it, in order to make it fit for anointing the hair and skin. Close by
the butchers shops are sold pieces of roasted fat, upon which and
a little Bouza, the Bedouins of the desert usually dine when they
come to the town. The flesh is not weighed, but sold in lots of
about two or three pounds weight. Weights, in general, are only
met with in the merchants own houses ; in the market they use for
this purpose stones, by means of which the scllers have often an
opportunity of cheating.- The pound or rotolo is equal to that of
Cairo.
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Milk. In the morning both fresh and sour milk is brought in
by Bedouin girls, and exchanged for Dhourra; they carry with
them small wooden bowls, one of which the buyer fills with the
grain, and receives in return three measures of milk; these girls also
seJl boiled chich-pease and boiled Tormous, both of which are a
favourite brealkfast, and called Belileh (4)). Bread is never sold
in the market ; but there are many women living in poor huts in dif-
ferent parts of the town, who, for a trifling recompense, immediately
grind the Dhourra, and make it into bread. Itis an established
custom not to eat in the market-place, nor any where in public; it
is even considered very indecorous for a person to be seen chewing
any food beyond the threshold of his own house: the reason of this
is a superstitious notion that a hungry man may observe the eater
and may envy the morsels he puts into his mouth; for there is no
blessing, they say, or nutriment in food upon which another has
cast an envious eye (&SJ; &l .;,._gd\ plldl).s It is for the same
reason that in the Levant, the meanest peasant never eats his din-
ner of bread and onions without exclaiming (dia.;) Besmillé, and
inviting every one who passes by to partake with him; and he con-
siders it a great favour if a small portion of his loaf is accepted, and
as great an insult if his offer is silently refused ; he expects, accord-
ing to the custom of the country, that the person invited should
answer him at least with the word Hannyan (S prosit), if he does
not choose to eat with him. In Turkey, this custom is not ob-
served ; and people may often be seen eating in the market places,
and before their own houses. I often bought milk early in the
morning in the market at Shendy, and then retired into a neigh-
bouring hut, to drink it; but I was obliged to give the woman of
the hut a handful of Dhourra for permission to do so.

Tobacco.—Retail dealers in tobacco are met with in every corner
of the market; the people are 1mmode:" tely addicted to the use of

Oo
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it, and esteem it a_luxury; they have not, however, the insolent
custom of tz;king the pipes of others, like the people of Berber.
The Fokara never smoke. The best tobacco comes from Sennaar,
and is called Taba; whendry, it is of a dark green colour, and has
much the same taste and appearance as that cultivated in the
mountains of Arabia Petrza. Pipes, and pipe-heads of clay, are
also imported from Sennaar. Many persons mix natron with the
tobacco before they chew it. Snuffis much in use; il is made by
reducing the tobacco to a fine powder, and mixing about one-third
of natron to given quantities of it. 'They use for snuff-boxes
small cocoa nut shells brought from Sennaar, or very small gourds;
like the inhabitants of the Hedjaz, they lay the snuff upoun the
thumb-nail, and never take it between the finger and thumb. Fhe
Souakin merchants take off several camel loads of the tobacco, for
the Djedda and Yemen markets. Unlike the Arabs and Turks, the
people of these countries spit at every whiff; and they say that he
who does not, will never be a hardy bouza drinker. They squirt
the spittle through the fore-teeth, a custom I should not have
thought worth noticing here, had it not been a habit so totally
different from that of all the Musulman smokers I ever saw.

'The dealers in tobacco also sell natron, which is brought from
Kordofan, whither it is imported from Darfour; and salt, from the
salt mines of Boyedha; but this salt is dear, and the poor use as a
substitute for it a brine, which they procure by dissolving in hot
water lumps of a reddish coloured saline earth, of a bitterish, dis-
agreeable taste, which they purchase from the Bedouins of the
eastern desert; it seems to contain ochre and allum. Some of the
poorer merchants sell dried Bamyes, red pepper, onions, and
Meloukhye.

The grocers and druggists shops are the most. frequented of any;
there are always half a dozen of them opened, in which. are spld
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cloves (Ji3), pepper, cardamoms, (!} ..>), and tamarinds,
called here Erdeyb (cs,), which are brought from Kordofan,
in small cakes. The tamarinds are prepared by exposing the
pulse together with the beans to the sun until they approach
putrefaction, in which state they are kneaded into cakes. The
best sort grows to the N. W, and W. of Darfour, between that
country and Dar Saleht; but they abound also in the neigh-
bourhood of Kordofan. The people of Shendy dissolve the
cakes in hot water, which they drink as a refreshing beverage.
Many camel loads of this excellent fruit are carried to Egypt;
it is called Tamerhindy ( so45), the date of India, at Cairo,
where it is in part imported from the East-Indies. I have seen
considerable quantities of it in the hands of the Indian merchants,
at Djidda, where it is called Homar ( J..;); but this sort is much
cheaper than the other, being loose, not made into cakes, and of
an inferior quality. The Tamerhindy tree grews at Mekka* and
in different parts of the Hedjaz.

Sandal wood is imported from India, in considerable quantities; it
forms one of the ingredients of the perfumed paste with which they
rub the skin ; and in cases of sickness the patient’s room is per-
fumed with it by strewing chips of the wood upon burning char-

coal. It is sold in pieces about six inches in length. Much of it

is carried to Sennaar.
Fenugreek (Helheh, «)») is brought from Egypt, and used by
the medical practitioners in this part of the country as a tonic.
The Liban (\J) is a species of gum, collected by the Bedouin
Arabs who inhabit the deserts between Kordofan and Shilluk, on
the road to Sennaar. It is said to exude from the stem of a tree in
the same manner as gum arabic. It is sold in small thin cakes,

The Editor saw it growing in ‘the island of Elephntine.
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is of a dull gray colour, very brittle, and has a strong smell. The
country people use it as a perfume, but it is dear. Itis much in
demand for the inhabitants of Taka, and all the tribes between the
Nile and the Red Sea. Itis exported to Souakin; the Caira mer-
chants receive it from Djidda. At Cairo it is considered as the
frapkincense, and is called Incenso. 'There are two sorts, one of
which is much coarser than the other. It is also imported into
Djidda from Souahal, on the eastern coast of Africa, beyond Cape
Gardafui; and from Abyssinia, by the way of Massouah; but this
last'is of an inferior quality.

Gum arabic is sold in small quantities in the markets of Shendy ;
but loads of it may always be had of the Sennaar or Kordofan
merchants; that of which the fine white colour causes it to be most
esteemed comes from Kordofan, from the districts inhabited by
the Bedouins Fadhel. The trade in gum arabic by this route
has of late been of li(tle consequence, as the profits arising from it
are much less than those on slaves and camels; but the Darfour
caravan continues to importit. It is now, however, become
scarce and dear in Egypt, and will therefore, probably, be again
imported in large quantities. A

Shishm (p-4), a small grain of the size and shape of the smallest
lentils, of a deep black, shining colour, is imported from Darfour.
It is pulverised and rubbed into the eyelids for complaints of the
eyes. The Darfour caravans carry large quantities of this grain
to Egypt, where it is much more in request than in the southern
countries; there it is in general use amongst all classes, rather as a
preserver of the eyes, than as a remedy for ophthalmia. It cer-
tainly communicates a refreshing coolness to the eye. I did not
understand that any of it was exported from Egypt.

Antimony is sold in large quantities to people from all parts, and
of all descriptions, to blacken the eyelids. In the open country,
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small pieces of antimony (Kohhel) often answe: the purpose of a
currency, as the peasants wives will always readily barter for itany
thing that their house can afford.

A drug called Kerfé* (x4), i. e. bark, is imported by the western
metchants; it is a yellow-coloured bark, of considerable thickness,
of a fibrous texture, and apparently belonging to a shrub, or the
smaller branches of a tree, being about an inch in diameter. A
decoction of it is used as an astringent in fever and dysentry; it has
a very bitter taste. I was told that the tree or shrub from which
this bark is procured, grows also in the mountains towards Abys-
sinia, in the country of the Shukorye. )

I had collected small specimens of the articles above enumerated ;
but I unfortunately lost them through the negligence of my com-
panions during the voyage from Souakin to Djidda. Amongst them
was some of the fruit Allobé, brought from Sennaar and Kordofan.
In its dry state it is of the size of a pigeon’s egg, of a brownish
yellow colour, with a large kernel, invelopéd in a thin fleshy sub-
stance, which has a sub-acid, and rather agreeable taste. Itis
eaten as a dainty; and is believed to be a remedy for flatulency, of
which many people here complain. It is likewise called Tamr
el berr (;.,!\ )yt orthe date of Soudan. The Allobéis said to grow
on a large tree. The people of Kordofan are extremely fond of
it. 1 have seen at Cairo a specimen of a fruit called Zakkoum,
from the plains of Ramle, in Palestine, which appeared to me to
be the same as the Allobé. _

On the great market days, which are every Friday and Satur-
day, several thousands of people resort to Shendy from the distance
of three or four days; the greater part of whom bring cattle for

* The same name is given to cinnamon, which is here called Kerfé Hindy.
+ Berr, originally meaning ¢ continent,” is 2 word orten used to indicate the whole
extent of the Soudan countries. :
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sale. Judging from the individuals I saw in the market, all these
Arabs appear to be entirely of the same race, excepting only
that the true Djaalein Bedouins who come from the eastern desert
are much fairer-skinned than the inhabitants of the banks’ of the
Nile, which arises probably from their taking greater care not to
mix in concubinage with the negro race. I was much struck with
the physiognomy of many of these Djaaleins, who had exactly the
countenance and expression of features of the Bedouins of eastern
Arabia ; their beards are even shorter, and thinner. Some indivi-
duals of a tribe of Djaalein who border, to the south, upon the
Shukorye, appeared at the market with hats on their heads, made
of reeds; they were high and pointed, with broad brims, and were
tigd under the chin with a leather thong. They are worn both by
men and women.

About four or ﬁye hundred camels, as many cows, a bundred
asses, and twenty or thirty horses, were on sale on the great
market-days. Every merchant then takes his stand in one of the
open shops, or in the open market, and exposes part of his mer-
chandize ; for even the richest traders are not ashamed of traffick-
ing in the minutest detail. 'The Egyptian, Souakin, Sennaar, and
Kordofan merchants form separate corps, in the midst of which is
a great circle of slaves, thus exposed for sale. The country people
bring to market mats, baskets, ox hides, and other skins, coarse
pottery, camel saddles, wooden dishes, and other articles of their
own manufacture, &c. About a dozen shoe-makers, or rather
sandal-makers, from the country, work for these two days in the
market, and will make a pair of sandals at an hour’s notice. The
works in leather are very prettily done. The leather is tanned
with the Garadh (_3) or pulse of the acacia (Sant @u¥); the
Bedouins about Sennaar are said to be the most skilful in its pre-

* The Arabs say h.:a and h:.s.
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paration. Leather sacks (Djerab t>, plur. ly») are likewise
sold here ; they serve for the transport of every kind'of baggage and
merchandize, excepting Dhourra, gum arabic, and salty which are
carried in baskets. Many blacksmiths repair to Shendy from
the co'untr_y ; they make and sell the small knives
gen.eral]y worn among these people. These knives are /\
about eight inches long, and are worn in a leathern
scabbard tied over the left elbow : they are two-edged,
like those worn by the Berabera, and are of the shape
here represented.

The market is so crowded, and the dust and heat
are so great, during the mid-day hours, which is the
favourite time for transacting business, that I was un-
able to remain in the market-place many hours toge-
ther, and always left one of my companions in charge :
of the little I had to sell. In different parts qf the place are sta-
tioned peasants with jars of water, which they sell to the thirsty, at
the rate of a handful of Dhourra for as much water as two persons
can drink. Several of the Fakys have water cisterns in the court-
yards of their houses, which are always kept full, and at which
every one may drink gratis. Many of them have likewise small
chapels annexed to their dwellings. There is no mosque in the
whole place.

The only artizans T saw at Shendy were blacksimniths, silver-
smiths, who work vefy coarse ornaments for the women, tan-
ners, potters, and carpenters. If ahouseis to be built, the owner,
his relatives, and slaves, with a few labourers, execute the ma-
sonry, and the carpenter is only called in to lay the roof and make
the doors. Like the Bedouins of the desert, these Arabs are their
own artizans upon all ordinary occasions.
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There are no weavers at Shendy, but all the women and grown
up children, ard many of the men, are seen with a distaff con-
stantly in their hands, spinning cotion yarn, which they sell to the
people of Berber. The distaff, Mugzil (J;x.), resembles that used
in Egypt and Syria. Cotton is cultivated in this neighbourhood,
and is a general produce of all the countries on the banks of'the
Nile, although nowhere in any great quantity, except at Damer
and about Sennaar.

The wholesale trade at Shendy is principally conducted through
the agency of brokers. Most of these are Dongolawy, who seem,
in general, to be the most acute and intelligent traders of this part
of the country. A caravan no sooner arrives, than every mer-
chant’s house i1s crowded with brokers; but the avidity and par-
simony of all parties are too great to allow them to bring their
transactions to a speedy conclusion. Even after the bargain is
made, each party endeavours to cheat the other before the goods
are delivered and the money paid. In addition to this, every
attempt to enter into ah engagement of any importance becomes
known all over the place, and the jealousy of the traders often pre-
vents its taking place. No merchandize has its fixed price; there
is no such thing as a price current; every one sells according to
the prospect he has of cheating the buyer and bribing the broker.
The purchase money, or in cases of barter, its equivalent in mer-
chandize, is almost always immediately paid down; the longest
credit I have witnessed is a couple of days; and it is evident, on
the terinination of every commercial transaction, that the buyer
and seller reciprocally entertain suspicions of each others honesty.
To oblige a debtor to settle his accounts, recourse is generally had
to the slaves of the Mek, who act as police officers ; but a man whe
is unprotected, and without friends, is sure to lose the greater part
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ol his goods, if he allows them to go ouf of his hands, without im-
mediate payment.

I shall now briefly mention the different articles of the trade . of
Shendy with Egypt, Kordofan, Sennaar, and Souakin ; premising,
however, that 1 remained too short a time to collect the fullest and
most correct information on that subject.

The principal articles imported from Egypt are the Sembil*
(Ja~), and Mehleb (=), both of which are in great request
in Soudan ; the former as a perfume and medicine, the latter as a
condiment, and occasionally as a medicine also. The traders
usually sell them together, in the proportion of about three
parts of Sembil to one of Mehleb. Thus, in general, each
camel load contains about 350 pounds of the former, and
120 pounds of the latter; but sometimes it consists of equal
quantities of each. The loads of these articles are termed ex-
clusively. Zamele (d\;), 4. e. the full, or “great load. Every
respectable merchant coming from Egypt brings with him two
Zameles. In the caravan with which I came there were eight,
distributed amongst thirty-nine camels, the whole number of the
beasts of transport. The Zamele is easily disposed of, in whole-
sale, to the Sennaar merchants, who give, in exchange, dollars,
Daminour, and slaves.

There is much less demand for these drugs in the west
than in the south of Africa. In the countries to the north of
Abyssinia, in those south of Sennaar, and in Abyssinia itself, they
are in gonstant use, and besides what passes by land, considerable

The Sembil is the Valeriana Celtica, or Spiga Celtica of the Italians. It is chiefly
grown in the southern provinces of the Austrian dominions, and is exported from Venice
and Trieste. The Mehleb is brought from Armenm and Persia, and is exported from
Smymandotker parts of Asia Minor. It appears to be the fruit of a species of
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quantities are shippedyfrom Djidda to Massouah, for the Abyssi-
nian market. They are here at least 250 per cent. dearer than at
Cairo. The Egyptians sometimes push on as far as Sennaar, if
they cannot find a ready sale for their Zamele at Shendy.

Soap. The soap which supplies all Egypt and Arabia, is manu-
factured at Gazé, Yaffa, Hebron, and Jerusalem. No good seap
has hitherto been made in Egypt itself; there are several manu-
factories of it at Siout, but it is of a very inferior kind, the oil
which they employ being made from the lettuce, instead of the
olive. The Pasha of Egypt, however, has lately established, under
the direction of an able Italian, a soap manufactory in the Delta.
The oil is brought from the Archipelago, and the natron lakes fur-
nish the alkali. Soap is a very profitable article, and in great
demand in all parts of the southern countries, but it exposes the
merchant to the importunities of numerous beggars of all classes,
whose commonest intreaty is for a piece of soap to wash their
shirt, and whom it is not-always advisable to send away unsatis-
fied. Soap is sold at Shendy by the piece, without examining
into its greater or smaller size. This is likewise the case with sugar.
The loaf, weighing about four pounds, and the prime cost of
which in the sugar works of Upper Egypt is one-sixth of a
dollar, is sold for a dollar at Shendy. Its dearness is owing to the
great risks incurred in transporting it, as a sudden fall of rain on
the road might ruin a whole cargo.

Sugar is muck in demand in all parts, for presents to. the great
people, and to the women.* It is always eaten by itself, never
entering into any dish of sweetmeats, or cookery.

The other chief imports of Egyptian manufacture are Takas, a
sort of coarse cambric, died: blue, with which the women, espe-:

The most fashionable. among the womén of the town at Shendy have ﬁxed the
price of their favours at a loaf of sugar.
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cially the Bedouin .women, line their best clokes. It is sold in
small pieces, one of which, when I was at Shendy, was worth a
dollar; it is the most current article of merchandize i small bar-
gains, and is principally bought up by the Kordofan merchants.
It is everywhere very acceptable, as it serves to pay the local
authorities, when dollars are not at hand. White cotton stuffs,
with red borders, made at Mehalla, in the Delta; they are worn
by the great people, especially at Sennaar. Melayes, a blue
striped cotton cloth, in which the women of distinction wrap
themselves up when they sleep. The Darfour caravans also take
from Egypt, as presents to kings and other great persons, scarlet
cloth, and some velvet, satin, and gold-embroidered stuffs, of the
lighter kind, from Lyons and Florence, together with a variety of
English calicoes and cambrics. Linen made at Siout and Mon-
falout is in great request for shirts, but is too dear to be commonly
worn. Egyptian Sheep-skins, dressed with the wool on, form also
a considerable article of importation. They are used as saddle-
cloths for the horses, dromedarics, and asses, of the natives, and
as carpets to sit upon in their women’s apartments. They are
often died blue or red, and find their way to the farthest parts of
the west and south. No chief of a tribe, or head of a village, is
without one of these skins. The sheep of the southern countries
bear no wool.

Beads. 1 have already mentioned the use of beads in these coun-
tries, as a kind of currency. The most common are small wooden
beads, made by the turners of Upper Egypt, which are bought up
chiefly by the Bedouin and other peasants. Others, of which the
chief manufactory is at Déndera in Upper Egypt, are made of the
kemnels of the Doum, and are worn by all those who wish to dis-
tinguish themselves by an appearance, of sanctity. A variety of
beads, of a red and black colour, are imported from Jerusalem.
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There is hardly a man, woman, or child, without a string or two of
beads round the neck, or .arm, or in their hands. Glass beads
(Kherraz ;) have not the same currency here as they have in
Abyssinia and Darfour, though they are constantly seen in the
market. 'The better sort are of Venetian manufacture, but ghe
greater part are made at Kl Khalil (or Hebron, near Jerusalem),
which furnishes the whole of southern Syria, and the greatest part
of Egypt, and of Arabia, with glass ware. The white glass beads
of Bohemia, called by the Italians Contaria d’Olanda, go to Dar-
four. Of Venetian glass beads, from four to five hundred
chests, of ten cwt. cach, are sold annually at Cairo, at from
fifty to one hundred patacks per cwt., or from 4. to 8. 1
had an opportunity, when at Djidda, of seeing the beads des-
tined for the Abyssinian market, of which I counted at least a
dozen varieties, each known by its name, as, Om Shaher
(4 ol the renowned), Serdj el Melouk (Sl ., the King's
saddle), Ayn el Kahba (us\ ., the whore’s eye), Alowan
(M, the many-coloured), Khams djenous ((uus s, the five
sorts), Hassan Beg (<% (=), Othman Beg (o ), all different
species. Every district there hasits particular glass bead, which is
not in fashion in the neighbouring districts. The Souakin merchants
iﬁlport into Shendy a species of beads called Reysh (u'-’ ,)» which
are bought up exclusively by the Kordofan merchants, and which
form the principal article of exchange for slaves, in their own coun-
try : they are likewise in demand at Darfour, Dar Saleh, and Bergho,
to the west of Darfour. The Reysh come from the East Indies,
principally from Surat; they are perforated balls of coloured agate,
of the size of a small cherry, much resembling the marbles with
which the children in Eurcpe play. One thousand of these Reysh
were worth, at Djidda, fifteen Spanish dollars. At Shendy they.are
sold at three Wokyes, or forty-eight dollars; and I was told that
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at Kordofan one thousand of them would purchase six female
slaves, who, on being carried to Shendy, are there worth one hun-
dred and twenty dollars. The Reysh are worn as nécklaces by
the women. The trade in this article is considered as one of the
mast profitable, because the heads are easily transported, and may
escape the notice of the chiefs of the country.

Coral (Merdjan > <) of a bad kind is brought in small quan-
tities ; the tribes of the chiefs adorn their necks with it, and also
with amber. False coral (Merdjan kudab 1€l <) comes from
Venice, and goes principally to the western countries. Of amber
the transparent kind only is in request.

Paper (Papicer de trois limes, from Genoa and Leghorn),
rather a heavy article here; it is more in demand in the western
countries, to which il is carried by the Darfour caravans: it is,
however, always found in the warehouses of the Egyptians. Pewter
(Gasdir ps.s3), in thin bars, in small quantity.® Old copper, princi-
pally large boilers, and pots, which are bought up by the slave
traders, for their own use. Yellow brass wire (Selk Asfar jio\ c4L),
for which there is a great demand throughout all these countries,
for ornamenting the lances, by twisting it round different parts of
the shaft.

Of hardware, the most current articles are razors, of that quality
which, in Germany, from whence they come, may be worth three
pence each; at Cairo, they are sold wholesale for twelve paras
apiece.. [Files, almost ull of which are transformed into knives, in
order to obtain a good steel blade. Thimbles, scissars, needles, all
of the coarsest kind, of Nuremberg manufacture; Nails, steels to
strike fire ; Sword-blades, of the kind, which I have already
described, and which are in common use all over the Black coun-
‘tries to the east of the Fezzan trade. They come from Sohhngen in
‘Germany ; about three thousand of them are annually sold at
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Cairo to the southern traders. Antimony, in small lumps. Tar
(Gitran c,i,x,;), with which waler-skins are rubbed, to make them
water-tight, and the backs of camels, to preserve them fr_om the
scab, or to cure them of that disease. Silver trinkets for female
ornaments, as bracelets, ear-rings, &c. ; of these the Darfour cara-
vans take off considerable quantities from Egypt. Very small
bells (sonaglii), with which they ornament, in Sennaar and
Darfour, the camel’s bridle and halter. Marcasite (Roh toutiya
43y yy) goes likewise to Sennaar and Darfour.  Looking-glasses of
Venetian and Trieste manufacture, with gilt covers, constitute a
distinguished article of the Egyptian trade; the most common
kinds are about four inches square; others are round, of about
the same size, with a long handle, made at Cairo. No woman
marries here without decorating her room with such a looking-
glass. )
Since the Mamelouks have established themselves in Déngola,
every Egyptian caravan brings to Shendy some articles of Mame-
louk dress, as cloths, shoes, &c., which are purchased by the
Déngola merchants.  Until lately the direct trade between Upper
Egypt and Déngola was prohibited by the Pasha of Egypt, and
the merchants preferred this circuitous route to the danger of
having their goods confiscated. During the warfare between
the Mamelouks and the Sheygya, the former sent the greater
part of their women to Shendy, as a place less exposed to the
casualties of desultory warfare; they afterwards recalled them,
but some were still there when I arrived, making themselves ridicu-
lous by their arrogance and pretensions.

The Egyptian trade is, in general, carried on with very small
capitals. I do not believe that there is a single merchant, the
whole amount of whese stock exceeds fifteen hundred Spa-
nish dollars. The family of the Alowein, with whom I came
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from Daraou, and who formed of themselves a party of about a
dozen people, had no more than a thousand dollars embarked in
their adventure. The common class of merchants have from two
to three hundred dollars ; even this money is seldom their own
property ; in general it is either borrowed by them in Upper
Egypt, at high interest, or their merchandize is bought at Esne,
Kenne, or even at Cairo, upon credit: the reason is, that no truly
respectable merchant of Egypt ever engages in such enterprizes.
A journey to Soudan is looked upon, even in Egypt, as a despe-
rate undertaking, in which those only embark who have litte or
nothing to lose; and in general, the traffic in slaves, or, as it is
often called in Egypt, the trade in human flesh (.o} _» VA o3 i)
is by no means thought creditable. The people of Daraou, how-
ever, find credit, and might easily accumulate riches, if they were
not so incorrigibly vicious and dissipated, spending the best part
of their profits in drinking and debaucherya The money which
they borrow in Upper Egypt, and for which they generally pledge
their houses or landed property, as security, is lent to them at an
interest of fifty per cent. for the journey, whatever length of time
they may remain absent; and the goods which are bought upon
credit in Egypt, on condition of payment upon their return, are
sold to them at a price raised in the same proportion. The
Daraou merchants train their children, at a very early age, to
this commerce. Several boys, hardly ten years of age, followed
their fathers in the caravan with which 1 travelled from Daraou;
and when once embarked in this traffic, they perform at least two
journeys annually until their latest years. I have seen people at
Daraou, who boasted that their great, great grandfathers (sas s2)
had been Sennaar merchants. _ ‘

The Darfour merchants have at Cairo the reputation of being
much better paymasters than those of the eastern route ; they have
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also much larger capitals embarked in their trade, and are en-
trusted with more considerable sums upon credit, especially at
Siout, where many of them make their purchases. It may easily
be. conceived, from what I have already said of the prices of seve-
ral articles of trade, that the profits of the Egyptians are very
great. Tn fact there is not a single article of Egyptian or Euro-
pean manufacture, which is not sold at Shendy at double or triple
its prime cost in Egypt, and the products of the southern countries
yield as great a profit when sold in Egypt. 'The rapacity of the
chiefs through whose territories the caravans pass, the expense of
transport across the desert,* the feeding of the slaves, the tribute
paid to the Ababdes, and the duties laid upon the trade by the
Pasha of Egypt,f are indeed heavy drawbacks, but still the
profits are very considerable; and I am certain that a well chosen
assortment of goods carried from Daraou to Shendy, leaves,
after the sale of the return-cargo at Daraou, a clear gain of one
hundred and fifty per cent., according to the most moderate calcu-
lation. I have heard of lameles, or camel loads of Sembil and Meh-
leb, which, after having been exchanged at Shendy for slaves, pro-
duced at Cairo a profit of almost five hundred per cent. Of late, the
Egyptian merchants have found dollars the most beneficial article of
importation from Europe, because with dollars camels can be imme-
diately procured in any quantity ; but this preference will last only
as long as camels continue to be in great demand in Egypt, for the

# The expenses cf the outward journey are three times as much as those attending
the transport back from Berber to Daraou, on account of the cheapness of camels at
Berber.

+ Upon every slave imported into Upper Egypt, Government exacts at present a
duty of sixty piastres. The most important articles of the trade, as slaves, Erdeyb, os-
trich fathers, natron (from Darfour), are besides exclusively bought up by the Pashs,
who fixes a maximum to the Soudan mercHants, and resells them at pleasure, with a
great profit.
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transport between Kenne and Kosseir, and for the supply of the
Turkish army in the Hedjaz.

There are a few instances of wealthy merchants from Egypt
having come to Shendy with large capitals, as Bakim Aga, a
Smgyrniote by birth, who, eight or ten years ago, left Egypt with
about twenty loaded camels, but who died at Shendy : his property
fell a prey to the Mek, and no one has since made a similar
attempt. The entire amount of the capital invested by the Egyp-
tian merchants in the Soudan trade, I calculate to be from sixty to
eighty thousand dollars, but as this sum produces a profit twice,
and sometimes thrice in one year, according to the number of
journeys, the whole value of the imports into these countries from
Egypt, may be computed at about fifteen hundred, or two thou-
sand dollars per annum. No dollars are re-exported from the
Negro countries ; they are dispersed or hoarded by the chiefs and
other persons, and thus Soudan becomes a eontinual drain for a
part of the silver of Europe.

The trade might be much improved, either by 1eguldr1ty in the
departure of the caravans (they might quit Daraou, for instance,
every two months), or by establishing factories at Berber and
Shendy ; for at present, caravans from all parts are often kept
waiting for months for the arrival of others, to which alone they
can dispose of their goods. The Nubian desert is indeed crossed
almost every fortnight by small parties of adventurers; but they
trade at every place on the road, and Egyptian goods can seldom
be found in any quantity at Shendy (and I suppose it is the same
at Sennaar), except after the arrival of the large caravans, the
departure of which from Daraou is at present quite irregular.
The Sennaar caravan sets out from Upper Egypt generally once a
year, and returns the next year. It rests at Berber, Damer, and
Shendy, and is often frem two to three months on its way from
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Daraou to Sennaar. This caravan consists of three or four hun-
dred men, and several hundred camels, and it is joined on its
return by many Sennaar traders, chiefly agents of the king of
Sennaar and his vizier, who are the principal merchants at that
place. It was with this caravan that the Pasha of Egypt sent,last
year an envoy to Sennaar, for the purpose, as it was said, of
exciting the king against the Mamelouks, and at the same time of
informing himself of the practicability of invading the country
with a Turkish army. Notwithstanding the contrary assertions of
the government of Egypt, it is certain that the ambassador was
much slighted, and narrowly escaped ill treatment in the road.
He carried to the king of Sennaar presents of shawls, muslins, arms,
&c. to the amount of three or four thousand dollars ; in return for
which the king sent to Mohammed Aly three or four ugly female
slaves, some leopard skins, a civet cat, two monkeys, and a young
lion, which died in its passage through the desert ; the whole pre-
sent was worth, at Sennaar, about eighty dollars. During my stay
in Arabia I was informed that an embassy sent by Mohammed Aly
to Abyssinia, had had a still less agreeable issue. Mohammed
having taken possession of the town and harbour of Massouah,
where, until that time, the Sherif of Mekka had kept his collector
of customs,* and having thus become a neighbour of the Abyssi-
nians, thought it necessary to place himself upon good terms with
the king of Gondar, preferring, by these means, to counteract any
efforts which the Mamelouks might make in that direction, while
he gratified hi¢ vanity in causing it to be said that the celebrity of

* The Pasha of Djidda takes the title of Governor of Djidda, Souakin, and the
Habbesh, or Abyssinia (U"A 3 US‘)“’ PR J\)), although he possesses nothing in the
latter country, except the customs of Massouah, and the nominal jurisdiction of that
‘place.  Since the Wahabi have reduced lhe Hedjaz, and, in conjunction with Ghaleb,

Sherif of Mekka, have dispossessed the Turks of Djidge, Ghaleb has taken Massoush
into his own hands,
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his name had reached even the most inaccessible parts of Africa.
The ambassador, however, was stopped at Axum by Ras Weled
Selase, in the same manner as Mr. Salt had been, some years
before. Selase took the presents destined for the king, and sgnt
thg Pasha, in return, a white linen shirt (the dress of the country),
and one hundred Spanish dollars, as a subsidy for his expenses
in the Wahabi campaign.

Caravans from Sennaar arrive at Shendy every six weeks, or
two months. Whenever they bring Dhourra, the number of their
loaded camels amounts to five or six hundred; but if they have
only goods and slaves, they seldom have one hundred camels with
them. The principal import from Sennaar i1s the Dammour, or
cotton stuff, which is in use not only along the banks of the Nile,
as far as Dongola, but in Kordofan, in a great part of Darfour,
and Abyssinia, and throughout the whole of Nubia east of the
Nile, as far as the Red Sea. This article is always in great
demand, and is therefore taken in exchange for almost every arti-
cle of trade. The cotton manufactories of Sennaar, and those of
Bagerme, to the west of Darfour, furnish the greater part of north-
eastern Africa with articles of dress. )

Gold is the second article in the Sennaar trade. It is purchased
by the merchants of Sennaar from the Abyssinian traders; but I
have not been able exactly to ascertain in what province of western
Abyssinia it is found. The principal market for gold appears to
be Ras el Fil, a station in the caravan route from Sennaar to Gon-
dar, four days journeys from the former. This route is at present
much frequented by Sennaar traders, as well as by that class of
Abyssinian merchants called Djebert (w,»), who appear to be
the chief slave and gold traders of thgt country. I have never

# ‘The eastern fashion is to give, as & preseut, a suit of “dlothes (Kessoua I}..S), and a

sum for pocket-money (Masmgpt, *-':/“"
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heard of a single Egyptian merchant who ever pushed on as far as
Ras el Fil; for although the road is not unsafe, yet every body
seems to bé afraid in these countries of undertaking distant jour-
neys unaccompanied by a large party of his own countrymen.
The jealousy of all classes of merchants is very great, and thgir
known treachery prevents single adventurers from trusting them-
selves to their mercy, or good faith.

The Djebert above mentioned often repair to Sennaar, chiefly in’
search of Negro slaves ; and I have reason to believe that the route
from Sennaar through Ras el Fil to Gondar, and from thence to
the coast, may be safely travelled in time of internal peace.
The gold imported from Sennaar is principally bought up by the
Souakin traders, who carry it to Djidda, where it is given in pay-
ment for India goods. Itis seldom purchased by the Egyptian
merchants, as it is not very profitable. At Sennaar the ounce of
pure gold is worth twelve dollars ; at Shendy, sixteen ; at Souakin,
twenty ; at Djidda, twengy-two. Although the Souakin merchants
might purchase at Shendy many articles more profitable than gold,
they often prefer it on account of its easy transport, and the facility
with which they can secrete it, and avoid paying any duty on the
road.

Slaves are also brought to Shendy by the merchants of Sennaar.
‘Since the direct caravan route from Sennaar to Kordofan has been
interrupted, principally by the robberies and the rapacity of the
Arabs of Shilluk, at the passage of the Bahr el Abyadh, this is the
only route oper. to them. The slaves are chiefly either Abyssi-
nians or_ of the race called Nouba (sing. Nebowy, s,.). The
former consist principally of females of the Gala nations, and of a
few Amaaras.* Upon the whole, the number of Abyssinians sent .

* Such is the pronunciation glven to this word by the Axabs, and not Amhara, as Brace

writes it. The Abyssinians are not called Habbeshy, WNekkaty, by which n.ppeﬁsuon
the whole country is more frequently known than by that of Habbesh.
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to the northward by Shendy is small. The kest female Abyssi-
nians are always purchased by the chiefs for their own harems;
and in Arabia and Egypt Abyssinian slaves may be had cheaper
by the Djebert traders from Massouah, who sell them at Djid-
da’ I think that not more than one hundred female Abyssinian
slaves are annually exported from Sennaar either to Souakin or
to Fgypt. Latterly the Mamelouks have bought up many of
them, the Abyssinians being remarked above all other black
women for their beauty, and for the warmth and constancy of
their affection to the master who has once taught them to love
him.

The name of Nouba is given to all the Blacks coming from the
slave countries to the south of Sennaar. The territory of Sennaar
extends, as far as I could learn from the merchants of the coun-
try, ten days journey beyond the city, in a south and south-east
direction, and is inhabited exclusively by free Arab tribes, who
make incursions into the more southern thountains, and carry off
the children of the idolaters. These Nonba slaves (among whom
must also be reckened those who are born in the neighbourhood
of Sennaar, of male Negroes and female Abyssinians ; and who are
afterwards sold by the masters of the parents) form a middle class
between the true Blacks and the Abyssinians; their colour is less
dark than that of the Negroe, and has a copper tinge, but it is
darker than that of the free Arabs of Sennaar and Shendy. Their
features, though they retain evident signs of Negroe origin, have
still something of what is called regular; their noses, though
smaller than those of the Europeans, are less flat than those of the
Negroes ; their lips are less thick, and the cheek-bones not'so pro-
minent. The hair of some is woolly ; butamong the greater partit
is similar to the hair of Europeand, but stronger, and always curled.
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The palm of their hands is soft, a circumstance by which they par-
ticularly distinguish themselves from the true Negroe, whose hands,
when touched feel like wood.

The male Noubas in Egypt, as well as in Arabia, arc preferred
to all others, for labour: they bear a good character, and sell at
Shendy and in Egypt twenty per cent. dearer than the Negroes.
'The male Abyssinians, on the contrary, are known to be little fit for
bodily work, but they are esteemed for their fidelity, and make ex-
cellent house servants, and often clerks, their intellects being cer-
tainly much superior to those of the Blacks. 'The Noubas are said
to be of a healthier constitution, and to suffer less from disease than
the Abyssinians. The greatest part of themn are exported to Egypt;
but some are sent to Souakin.

Ivory. Elephants teeth are boughtup by the Egyptlan merchants,
but in small quantities. 'This branch of commerce seems to have
been formerly much more flourishing ; but at present there is little
demand for ivory in Egypt, probably because Europe draws its
supplies cheaper from Barbary and the East Indies. The impor-
tation of ivory, however, from Darfour into Egypt is still of some
importance, though ivory often fails entirely in the market of Cairo.

The Negroes seem never to have known the art of taming the
elephant ; they catch him in pits, or kill him by discharging a
shower of javelins from the trees under which he passes. The flesh
is said to be eaten near Sennaar.

Rhinoceros horns ; in Egyptian Arabic called Khartit (. s).
The rhinoceros is called in the Negroe countries Om Korn (.3 !
or, the mother (i. e. the owner) of the one horn; it is evidently
from this animal that the imaginary unicorn has had its origin. The
Arabs have often described to me the rhinoceros as an animal like
a large cow, with thick legs, and a ghort tail, with one long
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horn* on its forehead, and having a skinlike largp scales, as hard
as iron. Whenever I described the unicorn, and asked them
whether such an animal, with a long horn existed, they never failed
to point out the Om Korn, as the animal I meant. The rhinoceros
inkabits the neighbourhood of Sennaar, but never the countries of
the Nile to the north of that place. Its northern boundary, like
that of the elephant, seems to be the mountain to the north of the
village of Abou Heraze, two days journeys from Sennaar, which
advances close to the river, and thus intercepts the passage along
its banks. Neither of these animals is known at Shendy, or at Hal-
faya, which is two days to the south of the former place. The
Khartit, or horn of the rhinoceros, is worked at Cairo into orna-
mehts for the handles of swords and poniards, to be mounted in
the Mamelouk fashion. It is dear; I have seen pieces about fdr
inches long, and one inch thick, sold for four or five Spanish dol-
lars each.

The Musk of the civet-cat is not sold at $hendy ; but the Souakin
merchants who visit Sennaar bring with them small quantities of
it, which they sell again at Djidda. 'The principal markets for
this article are Massouah, and Mekka, during the Hadj. Itis
brought to Cairo by the Djidda merchants.

The Whips above mentioned, called Korbadj, are imported from
Sennaar only.

Ebony is brought in small pieces ; the largest I saw were about
one foot in length. The weod is said to grow to the south of Sen-
naar; but, I suspect, at a great distance, as it is very dear. Knife
handles, neatly worked in ebony, are brought from Sennaar;

® It is well known how little discrimination the Arabs shew in judging of quantities ;
the terms long or short, great or small, high or low, deep gr shallow, &c. &c. are seldom
accurately applied by them, apd in their descrjptions they generally magnify or diminish
the object beyond what if naturally .
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the knives, which are worn tied over the elbow by the Arabs of
those countries, are afterwards fitted into them. The Djellabs, or
slave merchants, do not carry any ebony into Egypt, Cairo being
supplied with it from Djidda ; but I understand that it grows in
the deserts adjoining to Darfour on the west. -

Coffee-beans, in small quantity, the gréwth of Abyssinia and the
Gala country., None of these are carried from Massouah to
Djidda, as the coffee plant grows in the most western parts of
Abyssinia only. Coffee is not commonly drank here ; it is a Jux-
ury in which the chiefs alone indulge.

Leather. The best manufactories of leather, between Darfour
and the Red Sea, are at Sennaar. 'T'he manufacturers exercise
their skill chiefly in making camel saddles (icas Gassaat), leathern
s&ks, and sandals. The first are exported to Egypt for the dro-
medaries, or riding-camels, and are sold there as high as twenty dol-
lars. They are ornamented with many pretty leathern tassels, and
are of workmanship equally elegant and durable. The leathern
sacks are bought up by the Souakin merchants, and sold by them
to the inhabitants of Yemen, who use them for carrying provisions
in travelling ; they are extremely well sewed ; some of them are
secured with a padlock : great numbers of them were formerly
sold at Mekka to the Wahabi by the Souakin people. The lea-
ther is of the best quality, much superior to that made in Egypt
and Syria, and almost as good as the Russia leather. The Sen-
naar sandals are worn by all the well-dressed men and women
throughout Nubiz ; a young woman had rather wear a torn shirt
than ugly sandals. They are sown with a precision and nicety
little to be expected from the rude Arabs. At Shendy the best
sandals cost two dollars a pair. Every placein these countries has
a peculiar fashion in the form of the sandals worn by its inhabi-
tants ; so that, with a little experience, the residence of every man
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may be ascertained by looking at his feet. The same custom pre-
vails in Arabia; and I remember, that when I first arrived at
Djidda, wearing a pair of sandals which I had bought' at Souakin,
many persons, who knew nothing of me, pointed to my sandals,
ang asked what businéss I had had at Souakin.

Small water flasks (sdoe Mattharah, or a.:/g) Zamzamieh), made
of leather, which are much esteemed in Egypt.

To the imports of Sennaar belong likewise the Shields made of
the skins of the rhinoceros and giraffa; they are made by the
Bedouin Arals, who sell them at Sennaar, and they are used all
along the Nile, and across the mountains, as far as Kosseir and
Kenne, in Upper Egypt.

The fruit of the Nebek, the fleshy part of which is separated
from the stone, and dried in the sun; itis put up in small leath
bags and carried as far as Souakin; it affords a very agreeable
provision during a journey.

The most important articles of the Senmaar trade at Shendy are
camels and Dhourra, without the continual importation of which
Shendy would soon be in danger of famine. The Dhourra cara-
vans usually perform the journey by themselves, the merchants
seldom joining them, but forming caravans of their own. They
are more wealthy people than the Egyptian traders ; and it is not
rare to see a man possessing ten camel loads of Dammour, and a
whole party ofslaves. I was told the name of a Sennaar merchant
who bought at Shendy the entire loads of an Egyptian caravan,
consisting of thirty camels.

Honey, in considerable quantity, is also imported from Sennaar.
As far as I could understand, the Arabs about Sennaar collect wild
honey in great quantity, but do not trouble, themselves with keep-
ing bechives near their own houses.

Rr
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I did not learn that any passage duties, or customs, are exacted
at Sennaar ; the only obstacle thrown in the way of trade is that
the king always forces his own merchandize upon the buyer, before
the private adventurers can enter into any bargains.. The Sen-
naar merchants take in return from the Egyptian traders Sembil
and Mehleb, in large quantities, sugar, soap, and almost every
article of the Egyptian and Souakin markets. Since the interrup-
tion of the direct communication between Sennaar and Kordofan,
the inhabitants of the former place have been known to buy at
Shendy Negro slaves brought from' Kordofan, which they can
obtain here at lower prices than their own Nouba slaves at Sen-
naar. During my residence at Shendy, the route along the Nile
to Sennaar was rendered dangerous, from the disputes that had
arisen between the Meks of Halfaya and Herbadjy ; the caravans
therefore preferred taking the desert route, which lies parallel with
the river, at about one day’s journey inland, as far as Abou Heraze,
where they again join the river; a single well 1s met with in this
route, at ubout three days from Shendy, and this even is sometimes
not taken into the road, on account of the visits of the Bedouins
Shukorye, of whom the Sennaar people entertain great fears.

The arrival of the Kordofan caravans at Shendy is quite uncer-
tain, and depends upon the caprice of the governor of Kordofan,
who often prevents the departure of merchants, in order to increase
his own commercial profits. Three months sometimes elapse
without any arrival, after which they come in rapid succession.
The road from Obeydh (qu) (not Ibeit,’ as Browne writes it),
the capital of Kordofan, to Shendy, is quite safe; it is performed
in about fourteen days, of whick the five last are through a desert
without water. With.the Kordofan caravans arrive also mer-
chants from Darfour; and the:intercourse between Kobé, the



SHENDY 317

capital of Darfour, and Obeydh, is said to be at present very brisk,
and quite safe. Kordofan has no other slaves than those brought
from Darfour; its own people, it seems, do not traffic with the
southern Negro countries ; but since the arrival of the Mamelouks
inJDéngola, a direct trade has been opengd between that country
and Kordofan, the northern limits of which are said to be ouly six
days distance from the frontiers of Déngola.

The arrival of every Kordofan caravan at Shendy fills the mar-
ket with slaves, who constitute the principal import from thence.
The Kordofan merchants bring likewise gum arabic, of the best
quality known in the Negro countries ;* Erdeyb, or Tamarinds ;
the gum Leban; Natron from Darfour; Sheshme, the seed used in
Egypt for diseases of the eye ; Shooshe, a small pea of Kordofan
and Darfour growth; the latter are of a fine pink colour, with a sumll
black spot at one end, and are worn in strings as necklaces. They
sell also ropes of leather. 'The inhabitants of the countries on the
Nile make their ropes and cords of the fibrous inner bark of the
palm date-tree, called Lif (_i!), or of reeds which grow on the banks
of river; but all the western nations, where no date-trees grow,
use for their packages twisted leathern thongs, which are of great
solidity and strength, a very important advantage in travelling
through the deserts with heavily loaded camels. 'These ropes are
sold to the Egyptian and Souakin merchants, as are likewise large
leathern sacks made of very thick ox-leather in Kordofan and Dar-

¢ Formerly the Sennaar caravans brought as much as 2000 cwt. of gum arabic, an.
nnally, to Egypt; at present they do not bring more than 100 cwt. The gum arabic
which is collected from the acacias, in the deserts of the Hedjaz, is known at Cairo under

the name of Samegh Embawy or rather Yembawy, from Yembo, ( ssclus: t“';) The
gum arabic collected in the deserts of Suez, T'yh, and in Mount Sinai, is called Gomma
Torica (Samegh Tori, 'i})“ t'“)’ from the Arabs of Tor; this is exported to no part

of Europe but France. The Kordofan gum is of the best quality, small grained, and of
the clearest white. The Sennaar gum is less esteemed:
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four. Thesesacks areused for the transport of Dhourra meal through
the desert for the food of the slaves. Large water-skins (Rey .s,)
made of ox-hides, in which traders who have many slaves trans-
port water through the desert: two of these Reys make a camel’s
load ; they keep the water much better than the smaller gomts
skins, and the thickness of the leather prevents it from evaporating
so readily. Reys are a considerable article of commerce between
Darfour and Egypt; they are used in all the towns of Egypt, and
particularly at Cairo, to transport the water from the river to the
town, for the daily use of the inhabitants. 'The Kordofan mer-
chants bring likewise water-skins made of sheep-skins, in the
manufacture of which great skill is shown, because the skins are
preserved entire. The animals are killed by cutting off the head ;
and those who slaughter them possess an art, unknown to the
Arabian Bedouins, of taking off the skin without cutting it, by
introducing the hand at the aperture in the throat, armed with a
smal! knife, and thus separating it entirely from the carcase. A
Kordofan water-skin has thus no seams but where the legs are cut
off, while the common ones are sewed up on three sides. Another
import from Kordofan are large wooden dishes, or bowls, carved,
as it is said, out of the root of some tree; they are rubbed with
butter, and then held over the fire, to give them a black colour.
These bowls often supply the place of the China ware, vessels,
dishes, cups, &c. which in the more polite parts of the East are
placed upon shelves along the walls of the sitting-room, as orna-
ments. Some of these bowls are large enough to contain sufficient
food for twelve persons; they are very nicely worked ; not the
smallest trace of the instruments with which they are formed can
be observed.

Ostrich feathers brought by the Kordofan merchants are also in
great request. These merehants are people of moderate pro-
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perty ; the greater part of them have wives at Shendy and at Dar-
four, as well as at Obeydh ; they buy up slaves at Darfour, remain
awhile with their families at Obeydh, and then bring ‘their slaves
to Shendy. They have a better character for honesty than the
peeple of Sennaar, but the favourable opipion entertained of them
does not induce any one to trust them with goods upon ecredit.
They take in return from Shendy, a little Sembil and Mechleb,
some antimony and beads, a good deal of spices, especially cloves,
which are in great demand all over the western countries; a lit-
tle hardware ; Dammour from Sennaar; Egyptian linen ; Indian
cotton stuffs imported from Souakin; a few silk and cloth dresses
from the Hedjaz, which are worn by the chiefs, who seein to be
extremely fond of gaudy showy dresses, as a mark of distinction ;
some coffee-beans ; but above all, Reysh, or Indian agate beads.
The common currency of Kordofan, besides Dhourra, is said to
be small pieces of iron, with which milk, fleshy and Dhoken bread,
are bought in the market. These pieces pf iron are collected and
worked into axes and spear-heads. Cows are likewise tuken as a
medium of exchange  Slaves are often bought for so many cows;
wild herbage for their food is so abundant, that nobody objects to
keeping large numbers of those animals in their court-yards.

The most substantial of all the traders who at present frequent
the Shendy market are the people from Souakin, or as they are
more commonly called in this part of Africa, the Hadharebe,
or Hadharame, that is, people of Hadremaut, in South Arabia,
from whence they draw their %igin. Some of these traders are
always found at Shendy : during my stay there two caravans took
their depar’iure for Souakin, and one large party arrived ; and no
month passes without some arrivals from t}]at quarter. 'The Ha-
dhareb also visit the Sennaar market ; their caravans to that place
either take the road by Shendy, or the nearer one by Goz Radjeb,
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on the Atbara, from whence they proceed straight across the de-
sert to Sennaar. Some of the Hadharebe also frequent Obeydh in
Kordofan, but notin sufficient numbers to form a caravan of their
own, and they therefore join the native traders. Their caravans
are hailed at Shendy by the Sennaar and Kordofan people, assthe
promptest purchasers of their goods ; butthey create great jealousy
among the Egyptians, whose rivals they are in various articles of
import. The Souakin trade supplies Shendy principally with In--
dia goods. Different sorts of cambric (& Baft, and another sort
called ». Benouch) from Madras and Surat; and coarse muslins
from Bengal are partly wanted for the use of the Shendy and Sen-
naar inhabitants themselves; but the greater part is given in ex-
change to the Kordofan merchants for slaves. They bring also
spices, especially cloves, ginger (Zandjebil J..=<'), India sugar,
Mokha beads, as they are called, though none are made at Mokha;
sandal wood, which'is an article of consequence, and finds its way
from hence to the countnies west of Darfour, as far as Bagermé ; and
all the articles of hardware imported by the Egyptians, in which,
however, the latter can afford to undersell them. 'They also bring
the Dhofer, which is taken by the Sennaar and Darfour merchants.
It is the shell of an animal found in the Red Sea, cut into small
pieces, and used as a perfume, emitting a pleasant odour when
held over the fire. The pieces of the Dhofer, cut like beads, are
much esteemed in the Hedjaz and Egypt, where the ladies wear
them as necklaces ; they are of a black, or dark blue colour, with
veins of a lighter hue. The people of Souakin export them like-
wisge to Djidda.

The Hadharebe take in return gold, slaves (Abyssinians in
preference), and all the other articles of the Negro trade, ex-
cept gum arabic; though they sometimes take this article
also, and sell it at Mokha, to English and American traders.
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Every Souakin caravan purchases at Shendy a number of horses
of the Déngola breed, which they sell to great advantage in
Yemen, at Hodeyda, Loheya, and as far south as Mokha. The
cavalry of the Sherif Hamoud, the present chief of Yemen, are
mognted almost entirely upon horses from Déngola, for the good
breed of native Arab horses is very scarce in Yemen.

The Souakin caravans, that go as far as Sennaar, bring from
.thence a large quantity of tobacco, which they sell in the Ye-
men. These merchants enjoy more credit at Shendy than any
others, because they are the richest and most numerous, all rree
Arabs themselves, not peasants, like those of Upper Lgypt, or
Blacks, like those of Kordofan; but composed chiefly of the best
families of Souakin, and who are prompt to revenge an insult
offered to any individual amongst them. 'They are always treated
very politely by the Mek, to whom they make larger presents
than any other traders. But 1 shall recur #o this subject here-
after, under the head of Souakin, whicly at present is, next to
Massouah and Cairo, the most important slave-trading place in
north-eastern Africa, beyond the limits of Soudan.

The Déngola trade is of little consequence at Shendy. The
Dongolawy bring dates, which they buy up in Mahass, and to-
bacco, the growth of their own country. Dates are sent to Sen-
naar and to Kordofan as presents to the chiefs, and are there con-
sidered, next to sugar, the most exquisite dainty they have.

The female slaves who have served an apprenticeship in the
houses at Dongola are eagerly sought for by all traders, as expert
cooks, and good servants

Since the Mamelouks have established themselves in Déngola, they are under the
necessity of procuring their Egyptian articles by the way of Shendy. The shortest road,
which is across the mountains from Korti, inghe southern limits of Dongola, is five days
journey, but it isnot quite safe. -
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From the concurrence of all these traders, Shendy has become
the first commercifl town in the Black countries for the Egyptian
and Arahian slave trade. These two trades, and the Abyssinian,
are closely allied to each other, and merchants of all the three
countries occasionally meet each other upon the most distant ligits
of their respective trades: and the imports into Africa from the
north and east are much the same. 'The farthest limit of the trade
appears to be Dar Saley, or perhaps Bagermé, to the west and north-
west of Darfour. Although the countries, to a considerable dis-
tance beyond those provinces, keep up an intercourse with Darfour,
for the purpose of receiving Arabian and Egyptian merchandize,
they are not accessible to commercial enterprize;; and merchants,
with goods of any value, would in vain attempt to pass through the
hostile tribes of Arabs and Bedouins who people the Bahr el Gha-
zal, and the idolatrous African nations between Bagermé and
Afnou. - Beyond Buhr el Ghazal, towards the frontiers of Bournou,
the Fezzan, or Zeyla trade, as it is here termed, begins to exer-
cise its influence, and spreads from thence far westward across
Soudan. Notwithstanding my repeated questions on this head
(and such questions may be put to the Black traders without fear
of exciting jealousy or suspicionj, I never could trace any regular
intercourse, by means of caravans, between cdstern and western
Soudan; nor have 1 ever seen any merchants who came from the
countries beyond Bagermé. Those persons who wish to engage
in that direction join the Fegzzan caravans at Bornou. The few
Bornou people whe come by the direct route tBrough Bahr el
Ghazal to Darfour are pilgrims who live by charity. The greater
part of the slaves met with at Shendy are from the idolatrous coun-
tries in the vicinity of Darfour, Borgho, and Dar Saley. Those
from Bornou, who are easily distinguished by their tattoged skin,
never find their way to Shendy ; such of them as are seen in Egypt,
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came by the way of Fezzan. Few foreign traders, except Egyp-
tians, visit Shendy. A few Yembawy, or Arabians from Yembo,
arrive occasionally by the Souakin caravans, and there are others
of the same people, who accompany the Egyptian caravans, for
there are considerable settlements of Yembawy at Kenne and Gous,
in Upper Egypt. When I was at Shendy, there were at Kordo-
fan, two Yembawy and one Turk from Mohil ; the latter had gone
thither with a small adventure from Egypt, but had spent his
money in debauchery, and could not raise enough to carry him
back to the northern countries. Turkish* merchants going from
Egypt to Darfour, and Sherifs from the Hedjaz, whose object it is
to importune the chiefs for presents, occasionally come this way.
While I was at Shendy an Arabian came from Souakin, who was
of the tribe of Refaay ( +4,), which is related to the great tribe of
Djebeyne (4w¢e-),f near Yembo; he told me that he had heard
that there were descendants of his own tribe®f Refaay settled to
the south of Sennaar, and that he inteaded'to visit them, in the
hope of obtaining some presents from them, as they had always
manifestc’ kindness to their relatives in tlic Hedjaz, especially to
such ashad undertaken the journey for the purpose of saluting them.
He knew the name, and the place of residence of one of the chiefs
of these Refaay on the river, about six days above Sennaar, and
he left Shendy with the Sennaar caravan, on his way thither.
Persons from the Hedjaz and from Egypt sometimes pass by
Shendy on their way to Sennaar, in search of young monkeys,
‘which they teach to perform the tricks so amusing to the populace
in the towns of Arabia, Syria, and Egypt. I was repeatedly asked

* Wherever I use the word Turks, I mean the the Osmanli, or Mohammedans of
Europe and Asia Minor.
+ 1 met with a Djeheyne Arsh at Caira, who told me that the tribe consisted of both
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whether I had not come in search of monkeys, for that my equip-
ments appedred too'shabby for those of a merchant. These mon-
key-hunters ‘are held in great contempt, because, as the Negroes
say, they pass their whole lives in making others laugh at them.

I have extended my remarks upon commerce to so great a length
because it is the very life of society in these countries. There is
not a single family which is not connected, more or less, with some
branch of traffic, either wholesale or retail, and the people of Ber-
ber and Shendy appear to be a nation of traders in the strictest
sense of the word. 1 have a few remarks to add upon the most
important branch of their commerce, the slave-trade.

I calculate the number of slaves sold annually in the market of
Shendy at about five thousand, of whom about two thousand five
hundred are carried off by the Souakin merchants, and fifteen
hundred by those of Egypt; the remainder go to Déngola, and to
the Bedouins who live to the east of Shendy, towards the Atbara
and the Red Sea. I have already made some mention of the
places from whence these slaves come. Those brought from Kor-
dofan to Darfour, are, for the greater part, from the idolatrous
countries of Benda, Baadja, Fetigo, and Fertit, to the south and
south-west of Darfour, from twenty to forty days from Kobbe;
each of these cauntries speaks a separate language. The Darfour
merchants trade with Fertit, which lies about twenty days distant
from Kobbe, in a southerly direction: the country is mountainous,
and its inhabitants are wholly ignorant of agriculture ; but they
have tasted the luxury of Dhourra and Dokhen ; and are said, in
cases of a dearth of these grains, to sell even their own children to
procure them.

Far the largest proportion of the slaves imported into Shendy
are below the age of fifteen. Al} of them, both male and female,
are divided by the traders, with reference to age, into three classes
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namely, Khomasy ( ..us), comprising those apparently below ten
or eleven years; Sedasy (‘ﬂ,.'.‘&.,), those abové eleven and below
fourteen or fifteen ; and Balegh (i), or grown up, those of fifteen
and upwards. The Sedasy are the most esteemed ; when I was
at, Shendy a male of this class was worth fifteen or sixteen dol-
lars, provided he bore the marks of the small pox, without which
a boy is not worth more than two-thirds of that price; a female
was worth from twenty to twenty-five Spanish dollars. 'The price
of the male Khomasy was twelve, of the female fifteen dollars.
'The male Balegh seldom sells for more than eight or ten dollars;
and there is but a small proportion of this class, because it is
thought both in Egypt and Arabia, that no great dependance can
be placed upon any slave, who has not been brought up in the
owner’s family from an early age. Hence there is a great reluc-
tance to the purchasing of grown up slaves for domestic purposes,
or even for labourers. 'The Baleghs are chiefly bought by the Be-
douins, who employ them as shepherds. ,The Bisharein have many
of them in all their encampments. Grown up female slaves, al-
though past the age of beauty, sometimes sell for as much as thirty
dollars, if they are known to be skilful in working, sewing, cook-
ing, &c. In Syria few slaves are kept; those which I have seen
there are, for the greater part, imported by the caravans from Bag-
dad, and come from Souahel on the Mozambik coast.

Few slaves are imported into Egypt, without changing masters
several times, before they are finally settled in a family; for in-
stance, those from Fertit are first collected on the borders of that
country by petty merchants who deal in Dhourra. These sell them
to the traders of Kobbe, who repair to Fertit in small earavans for
that purpose. At Kobbe they are bought up by the Darfour, or
Kordofan traders, who transport them to Obeydh in Kordofan.
Here they generally pass into the hands of other Kordofan dealers,
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who carry them to Shendy, for the Soudan merchants commonly
limit their speculatibns to a single market; thus the Kordafan peo-
ple who trade to Darfour are different from those who visit Shendy,
while, on the other hand, the Egyptians who trade to Shendy only,
are different from those who proceed forward to Sennaar ; and, jn
like manner, the Souakin traders are divided into Shendy and
Sennaar merchants. At Shendy the slave is bought by some Egyp-
tian or Abadbe. Upon his arrival in Upper Egypt he is disposed
of either at Esne, Siout, or Cairo. In the two first places, entire
lots of slaves are taken off by merchants, who sell them in retail at
Cairo, or in the small towns of Upper Egypt, in each of which
they stop for a few days, in their passage downthe river. Even
at Cairo they are not always finally disposed of im the first in-
stance. The Khan of the slave-traders, called Okal-ed-djelabe,
which is near the mosque El Azher, is crowded with pedlars and
petty traders, who often bargain with the merchants of Upper
Egypt for slaves immediagely after their arrival, and content them-
selves with a small profit for the re-sale. Again, there are mer-
chants from Smyrna and Constantinople residing constantly at
Cairo, who deal in nothing but slaves ; these persons export them
from Alexandria, and it often happens that they pass through three
or four hands, between Alexandria and their final destination in
the northern provinces of Turkey. . Such is the common lot of the
unfortunate slave, but many instances happen of a still more rapid
change of masters. At Shendy and Esne I have seen slaves bought
and sold two or three times before they were finally removed from
the market ; after which, perhaps, if the master at the end of a
few days trial did not find them answer his expectations, he would
again put them up for sale, or exchange them for others. In fact,
slaves are considered on the saine level with any other Llnd ef
merchandize, and as such are continually passing from one s
chant to another. The word Ras (head) is applied to them as to
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the brute species; and a man is said to-possess len Ra$ Raghig
(4s3y) or ten head of sldves,* in the same manner as he would be
said to possess fifty Ras Ghanam, or head of sheep. When the
buyer is desired to take the slave away, it is usual to say, Soughe,
(2348), drive him out, an expression which is applied only to cattle,
as Soug el ghanam go damek (a3 (..A‘\ 3

I have seen among the young slaves on sale at Shendy, many
children of four or five years old without their parehts; others
of the same age are met with in the market, with their mo-
thers ; and the traders so far shew humanity, that they seldom
sell them separately; when such a thing is done, the vender
is in general reproached with being guilty of an act of cruelty

The traders, in buying slaves, are very attentive to their
origin, because long experience has proved to them that there
is little variety of charactér amongst individuals of the saume na=
tion. 'l'hus the Noubas who come from Sennfar are said to have
the best dispositions next to the Abyssinians and Gallas, and
to be the most attached to their masters. Of the Abyssinians,
those from the " northern provinces, called Kostanis, are said
to be treacherous and malicious, while the Ainaaras are noted for
their amiable tempers. Of the western Negroes those from
Benda are the most esteemed, and next to them those imported
into Darfour from Borgho, a Mohammedan country, whose inha-
bitants carry off their pagan neighbours. The slaves from Fertit
are said to be ferocious and vindictive, and stand the lowest on the
list.

Few slaves arrive at Shendy who have not already passed a
considerable time in @ state of slavery. The strongest proof of
this fact is, that 1 never saw any who could not make themselves
understood in Arabic; and the greater part of those imported

In the country oF Scknaar the slave is not called Abd but Raghig.
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from Darfour and Kordofan, besides their own native tongue,
and Arabfc, have some acquaintance with the idioms of those
countries:

As soon as a slave boy becomes the property of a Mussulman
master he is circumcised, and has an Arabic name given to him.
They are seldom honoured with a true Mussulman name ; such as
Hassan, Mohammed, Selim, Mustapha, &c. Most of them bear
such names as these : A = Kheyr el illah ; alt Jo Fadil lilah;
rigl Jas Fadil Elwasia ; o)y . Jaber Wadjed ; .2 ot Om Elkheyr,
and the like. Sometiwes the names are more extraordinary, as ls
=3l Sabah el Kheyr (good morning), <!> Djerab (leather sack),
&c. &c. It very rarely happens that any uncircumcised boys
come from the west ; and I never knew any instance of a Negroe
boy following the pagan worship of his father, and refusing to
become Mussulman ; though I have heard it related of many
Abyssinian slaves, who, after having been converted from idolatry
to the Christian religion "by the Abyssinian Copts, were sold by
them to the Mussulman traders. I bave been told of several of
these slaves, particularly females, so steadily refusigg to abjure their
faith, when in the harem of a Mchammedan, that their masters
were finally obliged to sell them, in the dread of having children
born of a Christian mother, which would have been a perpetual
reproach to the father and his offspring. In Soudan, the slaves,
though made Mussulmans by the act of circumcision, are never
taught to read or to pray: and even in Egypt and Arabia this
instruction is seldom given to any but those for whom their mas-
ters take a particular liking. It may be observed, nevertheless,
that they are greater fanatics than the proudest Olemas, and that
Christians and Franks are more liable to be insulted by slaves than
by any other class of Mussulmaps.

I enquired at Shendy whether any of the slaves were eunuchs,



SLAVE-TRADE. ‘ 329

but I was informed that no eunuchs were imported into that place
during my stay, and that Borgho, to the west of Darfour, is the
only country in eastern Soudan where slaves are thus mutilated for
exportation. Their number, however, is very small ; a few are car-
ried ¢o Egypt from Darfour, and the remainder are sent as presents
by the Negroe sovereigns to the great mosques at Mekka and
Medina, by the way of Souakin. The great manufactory which
supplies all FEuropean, and the greater part of Asiatic Turkey with
these guardians of female virtue, is at Zawyet ed-deyr (ol ),
a village near Siout in Upper Egypt, chiefly inhabited by Chris-
tians. 'The operators, during wny stay in that part of the coun-
try, were two Coptic monks, who were said to excel all their
predécessors in dexterity, and who had a house in which the
victims were received. Their profession is held in contempt
even by the vilest Egyptians; but they are protected by the go-
vernment, to which they pay an annual tax; %nd the great pro-
fits which accrue to the owners of the slaves in consequence of
their undergoing this cruel operation, tempts them to consent to
an act which many of them in their hearts abhor. The operation
itself, however extraordinary it toay appear, very seldom proves
fatal. 1 know certainly, that of sixty boys upon whom it was per-
fofmed in the autumn of 1813, two only died ; and every person
whom I questioned on the subject in Siout assured me that even
this- was above the usual proportion, the deaths being seldom more
than two in a hundred. As the greater number undergo the ope-
ration immediately after. the arrival of the Darfour and Sennaar
caravans at' Siout, I had no opportunity of witnessing it, but it has
been described to me by several persons who have often seendjif;
performed. The boys chosen, are between the age of eight and
twelve years, for at a more advancgd age, there is great risk of its
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proving fatal.—Puer, .corpore dcpresso, a robustis quibusdam
hominibus, supet mensd continetur. T'unc emasculator, vinculis
sericis sapoue illitie, genitalia comprimit, et cum cultro tonsorio
(dum puer pro dolore animo deficit) quam celerrime rescindit.
Ad hemorhagiam sistendam plagam pulvere et arend calidd, ad-
urunt, et post aliquot dies calido oleo inungunt. Dein vulnus cum
emplastro aliquo, quod inter Coptos arcanum est, per quadra-
ginta spatium dierum donec glutihetur curatur. Nunquam de
celotomia sub hoc ceelo audivi—The operation is always per-
formed upon the strongest and best looking boys; but it has a
visible effect upon their features when they arrive at full age. The
faces of the eunuchs whom I saw in the Hedjaz, appeared almost
destitute of flesh, the eye hollow, the cheek bones promiuent, and
the whole physiognomy having a skeleton-likc appearance,
by which the eunuch may generally be recognised at first
sight. "

A youth on whom,this operation has been successfully per-
formed is worth one thousand piastres at Siout ; he had probably
cost his master, a few weeks before, about three hundred ; and the
Copt is paid from forty-five to sixty for his operation. This enor-
mous profit stifles every sentiment of mercy which the traders
might otherwise entertain. About one hundred and fifty eunuchs
are made annunally. Two years ago, Mohammed Aly Pasha cau-
sed two hundred young Darfour slaves to be mutilated, whom
he sent as a present to the Grand Signor. The custom of keep-
ing eunuchs has greatly diminished in Egypt, as well as in Syria.
In the former country, except in the harems of the Pasha and his
sons, I do not think that more than three hundred could be found;
and they are still more uncommon in Syria. In these coun-
tries there is great danger in the display of wealth, and the indi-
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vidual who keeps so many female slaves as to require an eunuch
for their guardian, becomes a tempting object to the rapacity of
the government. White eunuchs are extremely rare’in the Tur-
kish dominions. In Arabia I have seen several Indian eunuchs of
a sallow or cadaverous complexion, and I was informed that slaves
are often mutilated in Hindostan. Almost all the eunuchs of Siout
are sent to Constantinople and Asia Minor.

Among the slave glrls Who arrive at Shendy and Siout, there are
several who are called L= Mukhaeyt (consuiz), from an opera-
tion} which has been described by Mr. Browne.} I am unable to
state whether it is performed by their parents in their native coun-

- During the wars of the Sherif of Mekka with Saoud, the chief of the Wahabi, the
Arab tribe of Kahtan was particularly obnoxious to the Sherif, as being zealous prose-
lytes of the Wahabi faith. He once took forty of them prisoners, and telling them that
he had already killed individuals enough of their tribe, he @rdered the whole to be mu-
tilated and sent to their homes. As they were all grown up men, two only survived the
operation ; these rejoined their families, and became afterwards most desperate enemies
of the Sherif Ghaleb; one of them killed the cousin of Ghaleb with bis own hand, in
battle ; the other was killed in endeavouring, on another uceasion, to pierce through the
ranks of Ghaleb’s cavalry, in order to revenge himself personally upon the Sherif. The
Sherif was much blamed for his cruelty, such an action being very contrary to the gene-
rally compassionate dispositions of the Arabs; I mention it to shew that the ancient prac-
tice of treating priseners in this manner, as represented in the paintings on several of the
temples of Upper Egypt, particularly at Medinet Habou, is not quite forgotten: but the
above is the only instance of the kind I ever heard of.

4+ Mihi contigit nigram quandam puellam, qui hanc operationem subierat, inspicere.
Labia pudendi acu et filo consuta mihi plane detecta fuere, foramine angusto in meatume
urinee relicto. Apud Esne, Siout, et Cairo, tonsores sunt, qui obstructionem nowtculﬁ
amovent, sed vulnus haud raro lethale evenit.

} W. G. Browne's Travels to Africa, &c.p. 347. The same custom, as well as that
mentumed inl the next pagé, has also been described by M. Frank in the Mémaires sur

I'Egypte, tome 4, p. 125.
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try, or by the merchants, but I have reason to believe by the lat-
ter. Girls in this state are worth more than others ; they are
usually gwen to the favourite mistress or slave of the purchaser,
and are often suffered to remain in this state during the whole of
their life.

The daughters of the Arabs Ababde, and Djaafere, who are
of Arabian origin, and inhabit the western bank of the Nile
from Thebes, as high as the cataracts, and generally those of all
the people to the south of Kenne and Esne as far as Sennaar,
uncfergo circumcision, or rather excision,* 'at the age of from
three to six years. Girls thus treated are also called Mukhaeyt
(kus), but their state is quite different from that of the Negroe
slave-girls, just mentioned. '

The treatment which the slaves experlence from the traders is
rather kind than otherwise. The slaves are generally taught to call
their masters Abou} (o5, my father, and to consider themselves
as their children. They are seldom flogged, are well fed, are not

Excisio clitoridis. "The custom is very ancient, Strabo (p. 284) says—sxeu voiro 3¢

Ty Iihoupdvwy padioTta wag abrois (vois Alyumriois), T8 maven Tpipey Ta yeovapiva woauble, xal
T3 megitépyaiy, xai Ta OfAea ExTéuvew. omeg xal Tois "lovdaloss vipipor xad olrar 8% eicly Alybrrios
Its effect in rendering them Mukhaey thas not been noticed by the ancients.  Cicatrix,
post excisionem clitoridis, parietes ipsos vaginz, foramine parvo relicto, inter se glutinat.
Cum tempus nuptiarum adveniat, membranam, a qui vagina clauditur, coram pluribus
pronubis inciditur, sponso ipso adjuvante. Interdum evenit ut operationem efficere
nequeatit sine ope mulieris aliquse expertse, quse scalpello partes in vagind profundius re-
scindit. Maritus crastind die cum uxore plerumque habitat: unde 1[la Araborum senten-

tia, “ Teilat ed-dokhl¢ messel leilat el fatouh” (el & Jie M\ ) i. e. post diem
aperture, dies initus, Ex hoc consuetudine fit ut sponsus nunquam decipiatur, et ex hoc
fit ut in Zgypto Superiori innupte repulsare lascivias hominum parum student, dicen-
tes,  Tabousny wala’ takhergany” (& )‘. 3 ($9=7)» Sed quantum eis it invita heee
continentia, post matrimonium demonstrant, libidini quam maxime indulgentes.
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over-worked, and are spoken to in a kind manner ; all this, how-
ever, results not from humanity in the traders, out from an appre-
hension that under different treatment the- slave would abscond ;
and they are aware that any attempt to prevent his flight by close
corfinement would injure his health ; for the newly imported slaves
delight in the open air, and reluctantly enter houses, which they
look upon as prisons. But when they are once in the desert,
on the way to their final destination, this treatment is entirely
changed ; the traders knowing that the slaves have no longer any
means of escaping, give a loose to their savage temper. At
Shendy I often overheard my companions, who, although savage
enough, were certainly not of the worst class of slave-merchants,
say'to each other, when a slave had behaved ill, and they were
afraid of punishing him, ¢ Let-him_ only pass Berber, and the
Korbadj will soon teach him obedience.” The Souakin traders
with whom 1 afterwards travelled, shewed as4ittle humanity, after
we had passed Taka. The health of the slave, however, is always
attended to ; he is regularly fed, and receives his share of water on
the road at the same time that his master drinks; and the youngest
and most delicate of the females are permitted to ride upon camels,
while all the others perform the journey on foot, whether it be to
Egypt or to Souakin, as they had done from Darfour to Shendy.
The hardiness of the young slaves is very extraordinary ; after
several successive days march at the rate of ten or twelve hours
a day, I have seen them, in the evening, after supper, playing
together as if they had enjoyed a long rest. Females with children
on their backs follow the caravan on foot; and if a camel
breaks down the owner generally loads his slaves with the
packages. If a boy can only obtain in the evening a litile
butter with his Dhourra bread, and some grease every two
or three days, to smear his body and hair, he is contented,
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and never complains of ‘fatigue. Another cause which induces
the merchants to treat the slaves well, is their anxiety to dissi-
pate that horror which the Negroes all entertain of Egypt and
of the white people. Itis a common opinion in the black slave
countries that the Oulad er-Rif* (Ui} o), or children of Rif,*as
the Egyptians are there called, devour the slaves, who are trans-
ferred thither . for that purpesef  Of course the traders do
every thing in their power to destroy this belief, but notwith-
standing all their endeavours, it is never eradicated from the
minds of the slaves. Another terrible apprehension which they
have is of a small jumping animal, which they are told will live
upon their skin, suck their blood, and leave them not a moment’s
rest. By thisdescription they mean fleas, which are entirely unknown
in the interior parts of Soudan, and of which the most curious stories
are told by the people of the country, in enumerating the superior
advantages of their own country over those of Egypt. Other vermin
however, more to be dreaded than fleas, are too common among
them. The fear of being mutilated on their arrival in Egypt ope-
rates powerfully also upon the minds of the young slaves.

Slave boys are always allowed complete liberty within the yard
of the heuse ; but the grown up males, whose characters cannot

* Rif is the name given to Egypt throughout those countries; it means properly a
low ground abounding in water.

+ A curious proof of this happened while I was in Upper Egypt; a great man who
had bought two girls at Siout from the Darfour caravan, soon afterwards made a party
‘with some friends to spend an afternoon in the cool caves in the mountain behind Siout,
and ordered the two girls to attend him. When they entered the caves they imme-
diately conceived it to be the place destined for their immolation ; and when the knives
were produced to cut the meat that had been brought for dinner, one of them ran off,
and endeavoured to escape, while the other threw herself on the ground, imploring the

company to spare her. It required a considerable time to convince them that their fears
were ill-founded
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be depended upon, or whose dispositions are unknown, are keptin
close confinement, well watched, and often thained. On the
journey they are tied to a.long pole, one end of which’ is fastened
to a camel’s saddle, and the .other, which is forked, is passed on
each side of the slave’s neck, and tied behind with a strong cord,
so as to prevent him from drawing out his head ; in addition to this,
his right hand is also fastened to thg pole at a short distance from
the head, thus leaving only his legs and left arm at liberty ; in
this manner he marches the whole day behind the camel ; at night
he is taken from the pole and put in irons. While on my route to
Souakin I saw several slaves carried along in this way. Their
owners were afraid of their escaping, or of becoming themselves
the objects of their vengeance: and in this manner they would
continue to he confined until sold to a master, who, intending to
keep them, would endeavour to attach them to his person. In
general the traders seem greatly to dread the dffects of sudden re-
sentinent in their slaves; and if a grown up boy is only to be
whipped, his master first puts him in irons.

It is not uncommon to hear of a slave-dcaler selling his own
children born of Negroe women; and instances occur daily of
their disposing of female slaves who are pregnant by them ;
in such cases the future child of course becomes the px:operty of
the purchaser. Most of the traders have old slaves who have been
for many years in their service; these are placed over the young
slaves bought in trade, and become very useful in travelling ; but’
even these too I have seen their masters sell, after they had become
members as it were of the family, merely because a high price was
offered for them. It isin vain to expectin a slave trader any trace
of friendship, gratitude, or compassion.

Slave girls are every where thirty per cent. dearer than males of
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the same age. - They are called in these countries Khademe (4.0\s,)
and not Djarye (s =), as in Egypt. The finest of them are kept
by the treders themselves, and are called Serrye ( q;_.,) ; their mas-
ters allow these girls great liberty, which they often abuse. It is
falsely asserted by the caravan traders in Egypt, that it is a eus-
tom among them to respect the chastity of the handsomest female
slaves ; on the contrary, the traders do not observe the slightest
decorum in their intercourse with the slave-girls. During our jour-
ney to Souakin, where the caravan often encamped, on account of
the apprehension of danger, in one large circle, I frequently wit-
nessed scenes of the most shameless indecency, which the traders,
who were the principal actors, only laughed at. I may venture to
state (whateyver may be the opinion at Cairo), that very few female
slaves who have passed their tenth year, reach Egypt or Arabia in
a state of virginity. The grandees, and rich people of those coun-
tries, take care never to buy grown up females from the traders,
except for servants; bkt they often purchase very young girls,
whom they educate among their women.

Young gjgves are bought upon trial ; at Shendy one day’s trial
is allowed, in Egypt three days are usually granted. Girls are
often delivered in this manner for Tadjrebat leilat (&4 & ), as it
is called, and the purchaser may return a girl without alleging any
other reason than that he dislikes her, so little do these savages care
about cherishing a sense of shame or honour in their female slaves,
who, of course, whenever they remain any length of time in a tra-
der’s hands, acquire the most depraved habits. Sometimes young
slaves are sold under the express condition that they shall not be
returned.

There are certain defects (woye Aayoub), which if met with in
the male slave authorige the purchaser to return him, even so long
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-as a fortnight after he hay bought him, unless, in making the bar-
gain, he has renounced this right. Of these defects the principal
are; 1. snoring at night, which is considered as a cai)i-tal defect ;
2. si mingit dormiens; 3. grinding and rubbing the teeth upon
eaeh other during sleep ; this is much disliked, from an idea that
the boy who does so will never become attached to his master;
4. any disease which has not been completely cured, or recurs
while in the hands of the purchaser, as intermittent fever, itch, &c.
&c. In buyinga slave itis carefully observed, and enquired, whether
or not he has had the small-pox ; those who have not had it sell for
less than the others. Traders have told me, that in Darfour and Kor-
dofan, one-fifth upon an average of the young slaves die of the
small-pox.

Many of the traders engage their femaleslaves to turn their beauty
to profit, which they afterwards sharewith them. Inour caravan one
of my companions openly sold the favours of one of his females for
two measures of Dhourra, of which he always received one. This
man also, when a favourite little slave girl died during our stay at
Shendy, with the utmost indifference ordered the hodygafter strip-
ping it of every rag of Dammour, to be laid on an ass and carried
to the Nile to be thrown in. Itis true, indeed, that slaves are very
seldom buried, the corpse being usually thrown into the river.

The merchants take great care to prevent any improper inter-
course between the slaves themselves, always separating the boys
from the girls at night ; this is not so much done from jealousy, as
because the pregnancy of the females diminishes their value. It
frequently oceurs however, notwithstanding all their vigilance ;
and it is generally found that every female has some favourite
among her master’s slaves. It is a received opinion also in all the
countries where the slave-trade prevails, that a female black con-
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ceives more readily from her intercourse with a black male, than
with a strar'}ger. "If a female proves pregnant under, these circum-
stances, no means are left untried by the: trader whe owns her, to
procure abortion. She is compelled to swallow certain potions,
which are supposed to have this effect ; and I have several times
even seen masters beating pregnant women in a manner, that
evidently shewed that it was for this purpose. It is a general
observation in the East, that a fcmale slave, when pregnaat, easily
acknowledges the true father; and several instances have come
within my own knowledge, where such an avowal, which they
might easily have avoided, has subjected them to great hardship.
In Egypt, where almost every family keeps a couple of slave ser-
vants, abortion is still more comnon, and is considered as being
far from a criminal act. The favourite females are often admitted
by their masters to the Bouza, or drinking parties, where the
great joke is to intoxicate the girls.

What I have seen and heard of the Negroes has made me con-
ceive a very indifferent opinion of their general character; but I
ought to add that I have not yet seen them in their native countries,
before they fell into the hands of these vile traders, who would
spoil the mildest and most amiable dispositions. I have found, how-
ever, very few instances of slaves being sincerely attached to their
masters, even when well treated by them. Their general vice is an
incorrigible stubbornness and haughtiness of temper, and many of
them betray a deadly rancour and spirit of revenge ; but in gene-
ral the treachercus disposition discernible in the children even of
the free Arabs of the Nile and of Nubia, is certainly not to be found
among them. They are lazy and slovenly, and will not work but
when forced to do so. . They seem to be almost entirely devoid of
every feeling but that of gratifying their appetites; and provided the
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slave is well fed, and receives a regular allgwance of butter. and meat,
and of grease to besmear his body, he cares lit le for the b 8 or
curses he receives. The merchants say: ¢ Never trust ay_ﬂb
slave; whip him well, and feed him well, and the work will bc
dope” (audic salal "Ciyias amabl o 4ol aall b ¥). I know nét
whether the maxim is founded in truth or not, but it is certamly
that by which the merchants are guided, when they are no longer
afraid of their slaves escaping. The slaves, nevertheless, whether
from strength of mindy qf from a brutal apathy, manifest the same
propensity to mirth and frolic. In intellect, I think they are much
upon a level with the Negroe Arabs, and little lower than the inha-
bitants of Egyptand Syria; nor should I much blame their obsti-
nacy, if it were not too often accompanied by malignity. I have
already observed that different characters areassigned to different
countries, and all that I observed of them has not diminished my
belief, that with proper education the Black nations might be taught
to approach, and, perhaps, to equal the white.

Though the slaves endure the greatest fatigue, they are not of a
hardier constitution than FEuropeans; indeed, I have reason to
believe that, upon the whole, they are more frequentfy attacked
by diseases; when ill, they certainly endure them much less
patiently. It is a saying among the traders that ¢« a blow (i. e.
illness) which scarcely makes an Arab stagger, knocks down
a slave.” The most common disease among them is inflammatory
fever, to which the people of Shendy also are very subject. The
remedies applied by them are cupping on the legs, and a drink
made of infusion of tamarinds, but the disorder carries off great
numbers of the slaves, and especially those who have endured
a fatiguing, journey, which is, perhaps, chleﬁy owing to their
exposing themselves to currents qf air while perspiring, and to their
shepmg the whole night quite naked. I heard many people com-
plmnwf bile, which is occasioned, perhaps, by their immoderate
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use of the ill-fermented , Bouza. Piles (Bouassir, ,.ly) are very
common among the country people, less among the slaves. The
only remedy they know or practise for it is cauterising, by the
application of a red-hot iron to the parts. I first saw here the Fertit,
or genuine Guinea worm, although it is not unknown among ghe
slaves, and Soudan merchants who come to Upper Egypt. It
seems very comnmon in Soudan, and I also saw it in Arabia. The
worm does not attach itself exclusively to the leg: I have seen it
issuing from the arm, the breast, and the knees, though its favourite
place seems to be the calf of the leg. Persons are more rarely
attacked with it in Shendy than in Kordofan and Darfour ;> and
great numbers of the slaves and traders coming from the two latter
places are affected by it. Though it oceasions great pain, it does
not prevent the sufferer from walking until the very approach of
death. I have been shown persons who had been repeatedly
attacked by it, but who had always had the good fortune to descry
the worm breaking throngh the skin, when they were able, with
patience, to draw it entirely out; for it proves mortal only when it
does not issue through the skin, or whén, having issued, it is after-
wards broken off in the act of drawing out. Fwen in the latter
case many persons are cured. In Kordofan and Darfour the
attack of the Fertit is universally ascribed to the animal matter
contained in the water which is drank after the first rains.

In Soudan it is rare that male slaves are emancipated (Maatoug
ggxe), but we find many females who have obtained their liberty.
Tt is different in Arabia and in Egypt, where a slave very seldom
remains in a respectable family for a series of years without being
made free ; and then he is either married to a female slave of the
tamily, or remains voluntarily as a servant, and reeeives wages. It
18 a general custom in these latter countries to emancipate ewesy
female slave who has borne a child to her master. Itis then consi-
dered discreditable, especially if the child is a male, not to present
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the mother with the Tezkeret el Nekah (.41 5$3), or the marriage
contract, signed by the Kadhi, which is the only marriage ceremony
used on those occasions. If the child dies after this marriage, it is
not considered improper to divorce such a wife, but provision must
ingthat case be made for her. As the number of wives is limited by
the Mussulman law to four, it sometimes happens that the rich
people keep, besides their four wives, several of these emancipated
female slaves, who live with them as mistresses.

Slavery, in the ast, has little dreadful in it but the name ; male
slaves are every where treated much like the children of the family,
and “always better than the free servants. It is thought a mean
action to sell a slave after he has been long resident in a family.
If a slave behaves ill, he 1s generally sent into the country to work
as a labourer in the fields of his master, Female slaves who are
servants in families, are not so well off as males, because they gene-
rally suffer much from the jealousy of their niistresses. It is only
by the Turkish soldiers that slaves are illdtreated. They purchase,
in Upper Egypt, slave boys, whom they rear in their service, and
who, after they have come to a certain age, and learned the Turkish
language, are clothed and armed as soldiers, and enlisted into the
company or corps of which their master is the chief. He then
draws the monthly pay of his slave from the governor, as he does
that of every other soldier; for, according to the regulations of the
Turkish army, the captain, or Binbashy, receives the pay for the
number of men whom he has under his command, and distributes
it among them. It thus becomes a source of emolument to him to
enrol slaves, to whose services the government never objects, and
whose pay goes into his own pocket, as he is subject only to the
obligation of feeding and clothing them. Great numbers of Black
soldiers have, in this manner, been introduced into the Turkish
army in Egypt; it'was even thought that Mohammed Aly Pasha
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had formed the plan of organizing a body of Black troops, and fo
drilling thef according to the European manner; but the great
dislike to this innovation expressed by his principal officers, ap-
pears to have made him abandon it. At present, from six to
eight hundred slaves are bought up annually by the Turkish offi-
cers in Egypt.

In the southern countries a slave brought up in the family (I do
not here speak of the traders) thinks himself superior to every
other person in it except the master: he is admitted to all the
family councils, is allowed to trade, or to engage in any other
business on his own account, and to do just as he pleases, pro-
vided he proves a bold fellow, and in case of emergency can
wield a sword in his master’s defcnce ; he may then misbehave at
pleasure, without the fear of punishment. If a slave kills a free
man his master is obliged to pay the price of blood, otherwise his
own family becomes exposed to the retaliation of the relations of the
slain ; for the death of a slave who commits murder 1s not deemed
a sufficient atonement for the blood of a free man. .

In Arabia and Egypt the law gives to the slaves one great ad-
vantage ; if they are discontented with their master, and decidedly
determined not to remain with him, they have the right of insisting
upon being sent to the public slave market, ( Beaéni fi Souk el Sul-
taun, JLJt e ‘;'..t:q), to be resold. The owner may at first refuse
to part with his slave, but if, having overcome the fear of exposing
himself to the effects of his master’s rage, the slave finds an oppor-
tunity of making his demand, in presence of respectable witnesses,
and perseveres in this conduct, he must at last effect his purpose.
Some slaves are less able to take advantage of this privilege, which
the law grants to all, from being shut up in the harem, where no
one hears their complaints except,those who are the cause of them.

According to the most moderate calculation, the Jnumbé'x" Qf



SLAVE-TRADE. 343

slaves actually in Egypt is forty thousand, two-thirds of which number
are males, and the rest females. There is hardly a village in which
several of theu are not found, and every person of px'o'perty keeps
atleast one. During the plague in the spring of 1815, upwards of
eight thousand slaves were reported to the government to have died
iu Cairo alone. 1 have reason to believe, however, that the num-
bers exported from Soudan to Egypt and Arabia, bears only a
small proportion to those kept by the Mussulmans of the southern
countries themselves, or in other words to the whole number yearly
derived by purchase, or by force, from the nations in the interior of
Africa. At Berber and Shendy there is scarcely a house which
does not possess one or two slaves, and five or six are frequently
seen in the same family, occupied in the labours of the field, tend-
ing cattle, &e. &c.; the great people and chiefs keep them by
dozens.  As high up the Nile as Sennaar the same system prevails,
as well as westwards to Kordofan, Darfour, and thence towards
Bournou. All the Bedouin tribes also who surround those coun-
trics are well stocked with slaves. If we may judge of their num-
bers by those kept on the borders of the Nile, (and I was assured
by the traders, that slaves were more numerous in those distant
countries than even at Shendy,) it is evident that the number ex-
ported towards Egypt, Arabia, and Barbary, is very greatly below
what remains within the limits of Soudan. From what fell under
my own ohscrvation at Berber and Shendy, I believe that the
slaves of both sexes on the borders of the Nile from Berber to
Sennaar, amount to not less than twelve thousand. As the
population of Darfour, according to Mr. Browne, is two
hundred thousand, there are probably twenty thousand slaves
in that kingdom; and every account agrees in proving that
as we proceed farther westward into the populous countries
of ‘Dar Saley, Bournou, Bagermé, and the kingdoms of Afnou



844 SLAVE-TRADE.

#nd Haoussa, the proportion of the slave population does not
diminish.

The laudable efforts made in Europe, and particularly by Eng-
land, to abolish the slave trade, will, no doubt, in time, extend a
beneficial influence over the Negroe countries of Western and South-
western Africa, from whence slaves have hitherto been drawn for
the supply of the European traders ; but there does not appear to
be the smallest hope of the abolition of slavery in Africa itself.
Were all the outlets of Soudan closed to the slave trade, and the
caravans which now carry on the traftic with Barbary, Egypt, and
Arabia, prevented from procuring further supplies, still slavery
would universally prevail in Soudan itself; for as long as those
countries are possessed by Mussulmans, whose religion induces
them to make war upon the idolatrous Negroes, whose domestic
wants require a constant supply of servants and shepherds, and
who considering slaves as a medium of exchange in lieu of money,
are as eager 1o obtain them as other nations might be to explore
the African mines, slavery must continue to exist in the heart of
Africa ; nor can it cease until the Negroes shall become possessed
of the means of repelling the attacks and resisting the oppression
of their Mussulman neighbours. 1t is not from foreign nations
that the Blacks can hope for deliverance ; this great work must be
effected by themselves, and can be the result only of successful
resistance. The European governments, who have settlements on
the coasts of Africa, may contribute to it by commerce, and by
the introduction among the Negroes of arts and industry, which
must ultimately lead them to a superiority over the Mussulmans in
war. Europe, therefore, will have done but little for the Blacks, if
the abolition of the Atlantic slave trade, which is trifling, when
compared with the slavery of the interior, is not followed up by
some wise and grand plan, tending to the civilization of the conti-
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nent. None presents a fairer prospect than the education of the
sons of Africa in their own country, and by their own countrymen,
previously educated by Europeans. Faint hopes, howexer, can be
entertained that the attention of European governments will be
turged towards the remote and despised Negroes, while selfishness
and a mistaken policy have prevented them from attending to the
instruction of their own poor. '

What I have said on the manners of Berber is applicable, in
every respect, to Shendy, where the habits of the people are
equally dissolute. The chief of Shendy, however, possesses much
more powcr than the Mek of Berber, and keeps the violence and
rapacity of his subjects in check. The inhabitants of the district
are all free Arabs; of these the Djaalein are the most numerous,
and next to them the following: 1. Ababde, who pretend to he
descended from the same Djidd (sa-) or forefather as those of
Fgypt; namely, Selman, an Arab of the Béni Helal, the great
eastern tribe which emigrated into the northern parts of Africa, as
far as Tunis, after the Mohanunedan conquest; 2. Battakhein
(2); 8. El Hamdeh (s0.\d)); these, I understand, arc ac-
knowledged as relations by the Arabs of the same name who inha-
bit the neighbourhood of Luxor and Karnak, in Upper Egypt;
Luxor has hence received the name of El Hamdye, and is more
generally knownin Upper Egypt by that appellation. The several
tribes are constantly quarrelling with each other, chicfly respecting
the retaliation of blood, to which, among the eastern Bedouins,
the near relations are liable ; but it appears to me that those nice
distinctions which I have detailed in my description of the Be-
douins, are not here attended to. Among the Djaalein the price
of blood is one thousand Tob Dammour, equivalent, at the pre-
sent time, to three or four hundred Spanish dollars. If the rela-
tions of the slain agree to take it, which seems to expose them to
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Jess obloquy than a similar action does in Arabia, the murderer
pays the sum by instalments ; a regular account is kept, and cre-
dit given -for the sinallest sum paid to the famnly of the deceased
by the murderer or his family, even if it be no more than a little
bread, or a few handfuls of Dhourra. Many years may pass be-
fore the whole sum is paid, and during this time the parties keep
the peace.

The Djaalein have the character of being treacherous, but this is
common to all the Arabs of these countries; and they have not
yet so much degenerated from their forefathers, as not to know
that good faith is held the first of Arab virtues: I have often heard
the Djaalein boast of their sincerity to those to “~hom they have
pledged their word as friends or companions; but this cha-
racter, which they give of themselves, is not confirmed by the
general opinion.*

All these Arabs hdve two tribes of mortal enemies, the Shukorye
(» jf.:) and the Kouahel {J~\;3), names which are both Arabic in
their formation. 'They inhabit to the south and south-west of the
others, and make frequent inroads upon the Djaalein, plundering
the country, and driving off the cattle. Some of the Shukorye
live on the banks of the Nile near Abou Heraze, but the greater
part of them Jead a pastoral life in the Eastern desert. The
Kouahel are said to extend as far as the country of Dender, and
some of thcm are found on the Atbara. Both tribes speak the
Arabic language. During my stay at Shendy the Djaalein re-

* On the death of a Djaaly chief at Shendy, I saw the female relations of the deceased
walking through all the principal streets and places, uttering the most lamentable howlings.
Their bodies were half naked, and the little clothing they had on was in rags; while the
head, face, and breast, being a!most entirely covered with ashcs, they had altogether a most
ghastly appearance. They were accompm:ied by their female friends, in great numbers,
echoing their howlings, and continually clasping their hands. Several cows were killed
in the evening, and small dishus of the flesh sent to all the foreign merchants,
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turned from a successful expedition against them, bringing back a
booty of two hundred camels taken from the Hostile encampment
which was then about four days distant from Shendv. In the
Syrian and Arabian deserts in like manner, there is scarcely an
Arab tribe of any importance which has not a national enemy in
some equally powerful tribe; the warlike spirit and rivalship of
the young men of both parties being kept up by continual expedi-
tions against each other. These, however, seldom occur between
tribes who are immediate neighbours : among whom although war
often happens, it is generally soon succeeded by peace and
alliance.

All the Arabi of the southern countries, excepting those who
inhabit the valley of the Nile, besides their daily movements from
one spot to another, make two general movements in the year. In
the summer they retire towards the mountains, where springs and
pasturage are more abundant than in the pafched plains; during
the rains they spread themselves, with their flocks, over the wide
expanse between the Atbara and the Nile, which in that season is
clothed with abundant pasturage. The Kouahel are said to be
less numerous* but more powerful than the Shukorye; they are
both, nominally at least, Mohammedans ; it is said that their cattle
is admirable. |

Though I remained only a month at Shendy, and in a situation
not at all favourable for such inquiries, some geographical informa-
tion respecting the surrounding countries may reasonably be ex-
pected from me. In the Appendix will bé found some details of
this  kind reépecting the western countries, which, however, are
the less interesting as Mr. Browne has already elucidated the
geography of those parts. Of the countries to the south I was
unfortunately unable to obtain any information, nor of those be-
‘tween Shendy and Habbesh, to the eastward. This was not owing
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to indolence or mdlﬁ”erenf:e but to my situation with the caravan,
which rendered it‘extremely difficult for me to take any notes
whatever., 'Surrounded on all sides by curious observers of my
conduct, and having no other protection than that which poverty
gives, I knew that if suspicion was once excited, it would ende in
my ruin. Accurate and detailed statements of positions and dis-
tances could only have been acquired by expressly questioning
the traders on this head ; but nobody showed any inclination so far
to oblige a person from whom no profit was to be derived, and to
have paid* for information would have rendered me a subject of
conversation and enquiry through the whole town, where I was
already but too conspicuous an object. I often indeed attempted
to entice people from Sennaar into familiar conversation, by sitting
down near them, and filling their pipes with my own tobacco ; but
they soon got tired of my questions concerning the southern
countries, and put the strangest constructions upon them. Such
information, therefore, I could only have derived from casual
conversations during a long stay. Had I been known as a Frank
traveller, like Bruce in Abyssinia, and Browne in Darfour, I might
have made the best use of my leisure time, without thereby indan-
gering my person much more than it would otherwise have been.
But my case was different : 1 had succeeded in keeping my secret:
I had still a very dangerous road before me, nor ‘could. I ever have
hoped to reach the sea, had any suspicions been excited concerning
my travelling projects ; at least such was my firm belief. In assert-
ing that 1 was unknown, I do not mean to claim the merit of, ex-
traordinary prudence, but merely to inform the reader upon what

A Greek priest, with whom I visited part of the Hauran, south of Damascus, made
me pay two paras for every answer he gave me on curious subjects, and one para for the
name of every village, or Arab tribe which I noted down, from his information ; for every
Greck inscription he found for me to copy, he received five paras.



