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depended my success. - I must be aUo\yed to ad.d, that if future 
travellers should hear me described, in these countries, 'as a Frank, 
they will have n? right to disbelieve on that account the other parts 
of my personal history during this journey, For although the 
people of Daraou wiJI undoubtedly at last discover who the poor 
man was who travetled with them, I was certainly unknown during 
the journey. 

Mr. Browne, in the course of his two years residence at Darfour, 
collected highly valuable information concerning the Negroe 
countries surrounding that kingdom, but I have little doubt, that 
the bad opinion which the Dm'four people entertained of him, wa.s 
owing in great part to such enquiries. The same thing would have 
happened to him in any other part of Soudan, had he been per
mitted to quit Darfour, and it must ultimately have frustrated aU 
his views. This remark is not made for the purpose of detracting 
from the merits of Mr. Browne, whose talent and perseverance were 
such as will seldom be found united in the Sflllle person, whose friend
!Ship for me I can never'forget, and to whose excellent advice lowe 
much of my success. It is for the sake of those who may succeed 
me, that I make these oh~rvat.ions. When Mr.Browne undertook 
his journey to Darfour he was not possesllen of that knowledge of 
Arabic. and of Arab manners, which he afterwards acquired; unable 
therefore to attempt to pass for a native of the Levant, he never 
assumed any other name than that of a Frank, justly thinking that 
it would be more to his arlvantage to maintain his native character, 
however little it might be respected in those parts, than by an awk- ' 
ward imitation of native dress and manners, to expose himself to 
still worse consequences, and to the hourlydread of being discovered. 

• As fILl' as I am able, to juci«e, the road to Sennaar is practicable to a Christian or 
Frauk tr.;eller, or to aD' experieDcedpersonlof /lny nation; but the roulei from the Nile 

towards the Red Sea are impracticable to anyone who cannot appeal' as a native trader, 
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Bet even as a ~rank be fOBId kav.e been more secure. in the cha
ra'Cter of a mercantile adventllrer, than in that ofa physician, whiql1 
is a profession quite unknown in these countries. Du,ing my ~ta.y 
at Siout, in Upper Egypt, I became acquainted wilh a man who 
had seen Mr. Browne in Darfour, and in whose brother's house 
Mr. Browne had spent a considerable part of his time. He told 
me that Mr. Browne, during his journey from Siout to Darfour,. was 

busily occupied in writing down the daily occurrences, and in 
inquiring after the names of aJl the hills and valleys met with on the 
road; that he had a piece of lead, with which he wrote, and which 
never failed him. The Soltan of the English (the man obsf.;,ed) 
had undoubtedly sent him to inquire after thesecoul'ltries.;"and 
the king of Darfour prevented him from travelling aoout"the 
country, as knowing that his sole motive was curiosity. The 
same person confirmed Mr. Browne's statements respecting him
self while in Darfotfr, of the veracity of which, indeed, no one, 
acquainted with that gEmtieman's integrity, would ever enterta.in 
any doubt. My departed friend, who has fallen a noble sacrifice 
in the cause of truth and science, felt at last, that the circumstaDce 
of his taking notes had JWevented him from succeeding to the full 
extent of his wishes; and he repeatedly advised me to use the 
greatest precaution in this respect. To an European reader such a 
maxim may look like pusillanimity, or at least excess of pr.Bdence, 
f'Or it can be fu11y appreciated oo)y by those persons who~.k 
in such expeditions. 

There is no communication by wa1Ier betw.eeD. Seanaal\ Sheady, 
and Berber; bOats are used only 8S ferries, but even tbese aren;. 
tremely scarce, and the usual mode of p8l8ing the ri¥er is UPOIlthe 

Ramous, or small raft 9f reeds. It is usn a} with the native Arabs 
to can the branch of the river on wbich8ennaar Jies,aqd which 
rise!; in Abyssinia, by the name of Nil,'tls well as by that of~hr 

.~. -"~ '.~-
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el Azrek (Blue-River.) Thus every one ~;Vs that SenDaar is situ
ated on the Nile, (~\ ~\.... ~ ~ )L.. ~); so far therefore 
Bruce is justified in styling himself the discoverer of tIte .sources of 
the Nile. But f 1l8ve often heard the Sennaar merchants declare, 
that the Bahr el Abyadh (White-River), which is the name invari. 
ably given to the more westem branch, i& considerably larger than 
the Nile. I was credibly informed, tha.t between Shendy and 
Damour, there is a cataract in the river, similar to that of Assonan, 
and another of greater size and rapidity in the country of the Arabs 
Rebatat, below Berher. 
~Sbendy the river, owing to the height of the banks, often fails 

tOliiundate the adjacent lands; and the husbandmen are too lazy 
to aid nature by digging canals. I have already said that Shendy 
depends, for its Dhourra, principally upon importations from the 
south; but during tbe famine last year, part of the supply was drawn 
from Taka. The rains generally begin abou. the middle of June; 
their season, however, seems to be less settled than in the western • 
countries of Soudan. In the last days of April, some slight showers 
fell at Shendy, and in the evening much lightnillg was seen to the 
east. So early as the lOth of May, we were informed that the bed 
of the Mogren was filled with water, and that its stream, tben 
several feet deep, emptied itself into the Nile; it was therefore evi
dent that heavy rain& must have fallen either towards the Bisharye 
:mOWltam8~ where the Mogren rises, or towards the source of the 
Atbara, in Aby&&inia; the latter is the more probable, as we after
wucls found DO traces of rains in the Bisbarye desert. They do not" 
appear to be very abundant, never continuing for weeks together 
without intermission, as is said to be the case in Kordofan, but fall
illg at iaterval., tbough in heavy torrents. In the northern desert, 
betwemBerberand,Egypt, bu~ more pa~ticularly in the mounta"'" ,oouatry north of the well of Shigre, there appears to be no 
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fixed rainy seas~n :. all t¥ Egyp~ians a~ld Ababde~ whom ~ ques~ 
tiolled on the subject, agreed m statmg that ram falls In those 
mountains. both in winter and summer, but ne\'er in great quantity. 
The caravans are always under some apprehensions of having their 
bales spoiled in crossing the desert, by an occasional shower. of 
rain, whatever may be the time of year. The same information as 
,to the nature of the rains was given to me during my journey up 
the Nile towards D6ngola. In the chain of mountains extending 
from Assouan to Kosseir, between the river and the Red Sea, 
the -rain falls in like manner at all seasons, while to the north of the 
Kosseir ruute, and from thence to Suez, in the rnountainsof the 
Arabs Maazy, it is much more confined to the winter season: It 
is weU known that showers rarely fall in the valley of the Nile, 'but 
the Delta has its months when the rain falls occasionally. Upper 
Egypt is almost entirely deprived of rain near the river, and thus 
exhibits the singular.spectacle of continual dryness of atmosphere 
in the fertile vaUey, while the barren mountains, at a few hours 

• 
distance, have their regular falls of raia. During my stay at Esne, 
in Upper Egypt, there occurred ill the month of September a most 
violent shower, which lasted for two hours; the inhabitants did not 
remember having ever experienced any thing like it. 

The inhabitants of Shendy, in common with the Egyptians, dis
tinguish the time of the Khamsein (~), or hot wind. The 
word is derived from KJUl'fllsyn (fifty), because the winds arecOffi
puted to Jast fifty days, from the 29th or 30th of April, to the 18th 
'or 19th of June,~'hich is the period of the Nokhta, or dew, when 
the river first begins to rise in Egypt. . During my stay at Esne the 
Khamsein began on the 1st of May, with a sutfocatinghot wind. 
I passed the early part of the same period at Shendy, where we 
had several days of hot' winds., hilt whether .it was inconsequence 
of my temperate habits, which (I have reason tobeliev.e) .,_d 
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greatly to weaken the effect of immonerclte heat, as w~1l as cold, 
, J 

or whether it was owing to the climate itself~ the heat appeared 
much Jess oppressive than during the Khamsein in L' Pl>er Egypt, 
although at Shcndy I was, day and night, exposed to the open air, 

• without ever entering a cool rOOIl1, and having seldom any thing 
but a shed to shelter me froUl the mid-day heat. It must be recol
lected, however, that Shendy is upon a level considerably higher 
than that of Upper Egypt. 
. The peopl~ of the countries on the Nile from D6ngola to ~en

naar, and all the other true Arab tribes, as far as BornoH, speak HO 

other language than the Arabic; and they look with disdain upon 
their western and eastern neighbours, whom they designate by the 
same epithet of Adjem, ff which the Koran bestows upon all 
nations who are strangers to the Arabic language. There exist, 
however, among them as many dialects, and as much difference in 

• 
pronunciation and phraseology, as are found among the Arabian 
J3cdouins. The eastern nations on the Atba·ra, towards 'I';rka and the 
Red ~ca, speak the Bisharye language, of which I have given a short 
vocabulary,t and to the west the nearest foreign language is that 
ofKordofan, a dialect difrering in pronunciation only flOm that of 
Four. 'rhe Arabic is well spoken in these countries, and the 
black Arabs appeared to me to possess a greater command of it, 
and to be more eloquent than their Egyptian brethren. The 
pronunciation is similar to that of Upper Egypt, which differs 

Adjem (~). This word is applied by the Arahians. to Persia ~n the one side, 

and on the other to the i!ountries of the African coast opposite to Arabia, where Ulany 

different languages are spoken. These countries are still known ~ the inhabitants 

of Yemen and the Hedjaz, by the name of Berr el A~jem (~\ ).), under which 

appelJationu oomprised the whole or the C<fst from Souakin to Barbara, not excepting 

Aby~i.. It luthe Begnum 44jamiaJ of the European geographers. 

t see p. 160. .. 
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considerabLy from the pr~nunciation of Cairo and the Delta. The 
inhabitants .of Upper Egy pt, to' the south of Siout, are in fact 
ancient Bedouin tribes, and their idiom appears to Ole the purest, 
next to that of Arabia proper. The pronunciation indeed is 
Egyptian, but the terms and phraseology are, for the most part, 
borrowed from the language of the Hedjaz, and Yemen, as I fully 
convinced myself afterwards, during my stay at Djidda and Mekka. 
The southern Arabs use many expressions foreign to the language, 
and which have been introduced perhaps by their intimate con
nexion with the Negroes. They have a great numbe-r of technical 
terms, which seem to be derived from the Abyssinian, and othel:s 
from the Bisharye and Negroe languages. • 

The Djaalein particularly value themselves upon speaking their 
Janguage well. I have heard Arabs of the tribe of Beni Hassan, 
who pasture their floq~s in the Bahr el Ghazal, speaking much the 
same dialect as t,he Djaalein, and , as I partieularly observed, 
without any tincture of the Moggrebyn;' This circumstance 
makes it very probable, that they are of eastern, and not western 
origin. In the same manner there are numerous tribes of Arabs 
in Darfour and Kordofan, who ",till retain the language of their 
forefathers, although they spf'ak also the idiom of the country. 
Few persons among the Arab tribes know how to write and 
read, but all express themselves with gre~t neatness, and often 
very eloquently; and poets are not rare among them. Like the 

-eastern Arabs, they celebrate the praises of their warriors in the 
Kaszyde (~~) ;- these are nut written down, but are transmitted 

The Kaszyde ia one of the most an<:ient kinds of Arabic versification; the compoai

tions in it are never long, rarely exceeding one hUDdred distichs, and they ought not 
to contain les~ than twenty. though some <of seven are met with. 'The 'longartrue 
Kuzyde is confined to heroic or serious subjects; the Bho~r are generalJy of .. yUfful 
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orally from one to another; and althougr they may often fail in 
grammatical accuracy, the measure of tne verse is always scrupu
lously attended to. The melodies of their songs appear not to 
be llational, for tile songs of the Arabs (I do not mean the Bedouins), 
wbether in Mesopotamia, Syria, Arabia or Egypt, retain amidst 
their varieties a common character, whereas the melodies of the 
Moggrebyns as well as of theN egroe Arabs are quite different. 
Those of the latter seem to originate with the Bisharye Bedouins, 
whose national airs approach much nearer to them than those of 
the EgyptiaIlj. TheAbabde Bedouins have borrowed the melodies 
Qf their songs entirely from the Bisharein, and they sing in Upper 
Egypt the same airs, which I heard again at Shendy from the Sen
naar merchants, over their Bouza. There is however, one species 
of song common to all these nations; I mean the Hedou ()~), or 
song with which they animate their camels on the march, es
pecially during the night; it is the favourite air of all the Bedouin~ 
in the Arabian deserts, and I have heard it on the banks of the .. 
Euphrates as well as on those of the A tbara. Among the peculiari-
ties of all these people, is a very common practice of smacking 
with the tongue, when denying, or refusing any thing, and the 
same, but in a sharper or higher tone, as a sign of affirnlation or 
approbation. In Turkey and Arabia this is considered as an affront, 
or at least as a most vulgar habit; they also snap the fingers at the 
person of whom they demand any thing, as equivalent to saying 

" Give me." 
The people ofShendy know little of musical instruments, however' 

fond they may be of songs. The ly"re (Tamboura) and a kind of 
fife"'With a dismal sound, made of the hollow Dhourra stalk, are 

or amatory description. The :veraificat\~n is peculiar, tJle two Brst lines of the p,oem, 
and eICb alterQate one. throughout, ending J'iththe wae.lOIU1d. See Jones's Comment. 

P~~c.Jij·rp·;8. 
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the only ins.tJ'um.ent,s I sat, except th~ kettle-drum. This appears 
to be all ov~r Soudan an appendage of royalty; and when the 
nati\'eii wi'sh to designate a man of power, they often suy the 
Nogara (~ti) beats before his house. At Shendy the Mek's kettle
drums were beaten regularly every afternoon before his house .• A 
favourite pastime of the Ncgroe Arabs, and which is also known 
among the Arabs of Upper Egypt, is the Syredje (.t.:"-.fl"') , a kind 
of draughts; it is played upon sanuy ground, on which they trace 
wit.h the finger chequers of forty-nine squares; the pieces, on one 
side, are round balls of camel's dung, picked lip in the street, and 
on the other those of goats. It is an intricate game, and requires 
great attention; the object is to take a]J the antagonist's pieces, 
but the rules are very different from those of Polish draughts. The 
people arc uIlcommonly fond of the game, two persons seldom 
sitting down together without immediately beginning to draw 
squares in the sand.· The Mek himself will play with the lowest 
slave, jf the latter is reputed a good player. If a bye-stander 
assists one of the parties with his advice, it gives no offence to the 
other; sometimes they play for a gourd of Bouza, but not usually. 
Chess is not quite unknown here, but I never met with anyone 
who played it. 

Nothing unpleasant occurred to me during my stay at Shendy. 
The A babdes with whom I lodged, although they did not shew me 
great kindness, yet forbore to treat me with rud~ness; thie was all. 
I demanded, Their society served as a protection, for my' person 
soon became conspicuous throughout the town, and I took care to 
let everyone know that I belonged to the respected party of 
Ababde guides. Our house and court-yard were soon filled"with 
slaves and camels: we separated into different messes, and every 
one delivered a dai1y ration of Dhourra to the female slaves, who 
co~ked for the mess; we defrayed all our .,.common expenser with 
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Dhourra. Every evening some of my fompanions had a Bouza 
party; the day was spent in commercial pursuits: Soon after our 
arrival, in order to conciliate the Ababdes, I bought a young 
sheep, and had it killed for their entertainment, and I always kept 
my tobacco pouch well supplied for their use. I attended the 
market regularly, and courLed the acquaintance of some I"akys, 
whose protection I thought might prove useful to me against the 
ill-will which my former companions from Daraou never failed 
to manifest towards me whenever we met. The son of myoid 
friend of Daraou, to whom I had been most particularly reCOlll
mended by his father, went so far as once lo spit in my face 
in the public market-place, because I pressed him for the payment 
of °a small sum which I had lent him, and which be denied with a 
solemn oath having ever received from me; indeed I never met any 
of these Egyptians in the streets without receiving some insulting 
language from them, of which, had I taken notice, they would, no 
doubt, have carried me before the Mek, iVhere their superior influ
ence might have been attended with the worst eonsequences to me. 
It was to them, as I afterwards learnt, t.hat I was indebted for the 
Joss of my gun; and I do not know what they might have attempted 
further, had I not faUen upDn an expedient which was attended 
with the happiest effects. They'had always thought that I intended 
to proceed straight to Sennaar, for I had never informed anyone 
that I was bound direct to the Red Sea. They became anxious, 
in consequence of their own behaviour to me, that I should never 
return to Egypt, where 1 might be able to call them to an accountl 
and where, though they certainly did not know it, a word from me 
to Ibrahim Pasha, who then governed Upper Egypt, would have 
been of the most serious consequences to them. They endea
voured-,therefore to prepare my Jtuin, by spreading the most inju
rious reports' of me"aIDong the Sennaar merchants, wltom, they 
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supposed that I should fccompany ; they represented me to be 
possessed of wealtH, whidh I had fraudulently acquired in Egypt; 
and they mged that it would be an act of justi~e towards those 
whom 1 had cheated, to deprive me of my baggage. I had now 
been about three weeks a.t Shendy; my companions the Abalitde 
having purchased a considerable number of slaves and camels, 
were preparing to return home; a Souakin carava'u was also about 
to depart. Under these circumstances, I gave out that I had aban
doned allidea of proceeding farther southward, as foreseeing that I 
should not ha\'c .more than enough to defray my expenses beyond 
Sennaar. Accordingly, with the remainder of my funds, I bought 
a slave boy, and a camel, and declared that I intended to return ' 
to Egypt with my frien'ds the Ababde, a course which they bad 
often endeavoured to persuade me to adopt. This proceeding 
completely thwarted thep]ans of the Daraou people, and caused 
them suddenly to cltange their behaviour towards me; the princi
pal man amongst them, be who struck me at Darner, repeatedly 
visited me, sent nie several times a choice dish for my supper, and 
expressed Ills wish~s that we might again meet, as good friends, in 
Egypt, for whieh country (he added) his party intended to set ont 
soon after the Ababde, and to take guides for the journey across 
the desert fi'om among the Ababde at Berber. In the meanwhile 
I made every preparation for my journey. I had secretly informed 
myself respecting the Souakin caravan, and on the eve of its depar
ture, which happened to he two days previous to the time fixed by 
the A babde for their return, I communicated m.y design to the 
chief' of the latter, <lnd by making him asmall present, prevailed on 
him to aecompan.v me to-the chief of the Souakin caravan, and to 
recommend me to hitp, as his friend. Much ceremony is not 
'neccssaI), on such occasions; every person has his own beast of 
burthen, and joins at pleasure, whatever carn:van he chooses. An 
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increase of numbers is always desirable ,by the chief, as it both 
adds to the amount of his duties, and rto tht; nieans- of general 
defence. 

It was not froel any apprehensions of the consequcnces likely to 
res .. lt frOlll the representations of the Egyptian traders, that I was 
induced to take thc route to the Red Sea. Situated as I was, 
there seemed to be no great obstacle in Illy way to Scnnaar, nor 
from thence to GondaI' and Massouah; for I knew that the A uyssi
nian traders go constantly backwards and forwards between GondaI' 
and Ras eJ F'il, where they are met by the Sennaar merchc.lllts; dnd 
once at Gonda .. , and in the fertile valleys of Abyssinia, I should, 
at all events, have been able to bcg my way to the coast. But in 
this' case 1 should have followed the footstel)s of POllcet and Bruce; 
and am persuaded that it will not be long before Abyssinia, from 
its comparatively easy access by !'ea, will be thoroughly explored. 
On thp. other hand I thought tiJat a journey -through the country 
between Shendy and the Red Sea would afld new information to our 
knowledge of Ethiopia, and being full of difficulty and danger, could 
only be undertaken by a trareller who had alr~ady served a hard 
apprenticeship; I preferred therefore traversing this coruparatively 
small tnlct of ground, which might otherwise still remaiu tC)i" a long 
course of years unknown. The wish to be at Mckka in the mouth of 
N ovem ber, at thc time of the pilgrimage, was another consideration 
that had a strong effect upon me. It had indeed been a principal 
object with me during all the time that I was in Upper Egypt, and a 
motive in determining me to this second journey into Nubia. I was 
then, as I still am, fully convinced, that the title of Hadji would 
afford me the most powerful recommendation and protection in 
any future journey through the interior countries of Africa . 

• 
From Suez or Kosseir I should 9ave found it extremely difficult 
to . carry my designs. into effect; in going through Abyssinia, I 
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might perhaps ~ave bee~ detained too long on the way by land or 
sea to reach .Mekka at the above-mentioned period, and I knew 
that if I should reach Mekka without being present at the ceremo
nies of the Hadj, I could not hope to pass afterwards as a true 
Hadji, without exposing myself to daily detection. 

I sold at Shendy the whole of my adventure of merchandIze, 
and after paying my share of the expenses of our stay the.re, includ. 
ing a suitable present in money to our landlord, I bought a slave 
hoy about fourteen years of age, part]y for the sake of having a 
useful and constant companion, and partly to afford me an osten
sible reason for going in the direction of the Red Sea, where I 
might sell him with profit. I still pretended to be in search of a 
relation, but added, that haying experienced the difficulties- of 
journeys by land through these countries, I intended to embark at 
Souakin for Massouah, and by that route to enter Abyssinia, where 
I affected to have efery reason to believe that I should find my 
relation. I knew that the Sonakin caravan consisted of two parties, 
one of which was bound direct to Souakin, while the other intended 
to take the route In Taka. It was with the latter that I resolved 
to proceed, and to take the chance of finding a favourable con
veyance from Taka to Massouah. 

I chose my slave, who cost me sixteen dollars, from among a 
great number, and he proved to be a very good and servicea.ble 
boy. I also purchased a camel, for which I gave eleven dollars; 
and as my safety entirely depended upon it, I took care to make 
choice of one of the strongest. I laid in a provision of Abre, or 
dried bread, Dhourra, Dhourra meal, and butter, and purchased 
several pieces of Dammour, which I knew was much in demand 
on the way to Taka. After all my accounts were settled, 1 had . . 
four dollars left; but the smaUne~s of this sum occasioned me no 
uneasiness, for I calculated on selling my camel on the COWJt for as 



DEPARTURE FROM SHENDY. 861 

much as would defray the expenses or my, voyage to Djidda, and I 
had a letter of credit on that place for a ~onsidp.rable sum, which I 
had procured at Cairo. 

JOURNEY FROM SHENDY TO TAKA. 

Early in the morning of the 17th of May, the Souakin caravan 
took its departure; it had passed the precincts of the town before 
I had completely loaded my camel; wIlile I was thus employed 
several of the Daraau people, who had just been informed of 
my intended departure, came to vent their rage at my having 
foil.ed them in their rancorous projects against me; it was, how
ever, too late; I was beyond the reach of their malice. The Ababde 
accompanied me to a short distance beyond· the town, where I 
took an affectionate leave of them, for I could not but consider that 
almost from the time of my quitting Egypt, lowed my safety 
entirely to their protection or interferooce; I was still to owe 
them farther obligations; for in quitting the town one of the Mek's 
slaves had followed me, and, after I had taken leave of the Ababde, 
the caravan being then about half a mile in advance, in the plain, 
he continued to keep alongside of me. One of the Ababde seeing 
this, and observing that the slave was armed, entertained some 
sllspicion of him. He therefore immediately turned back, and 
came up just in time to extricate me from the slave, who, although 
he had, during Ollr stay at Shendy, partaken almost daily of our 
meals, had followed me for the purpose of obliging me to give up 
to him my pistoL'" He probably thought I should part with it, 
rather than expose myself to delay, and the consequent danger of 

• The slaves of the Mek are the onl,}\persons who sometimes wear their master's 

flre.arms. 
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JOInIng the camvan alo,\e. He had taken hold of the camel's 
halter, and ·had . already qemanded the pist<?J, when the Ababde 
came up, ilnd sevcrely reprimanded him for hlS conduct. In the 
afternoon we arrived at El Bassa (LsJ\), a hamlet.' situated beyond 
the salt works and plain of Boeydha, not far from the place wh.ere 
we encamped at noon on the day of our arrival at Shendy. 

March 18th.-We remained encamped at EI Bassa the whole 
day, and were joined in the afternoon by sevcral Souakin and 
Shencly merchants, who came to take leave of their friends. The 
Djaalein Arabs hovered about us, and endeavoured to c.arry off 
several camels while brouzing on the acacia leavcs, under the guard 
of the slaves .: this obliged me to take great care of my own camel. 
While driving it to the thickest groves of acacias, I met with SDme 
remains of ancieut buildings dose to tile river, the banks of which 
are here very high. These remains consist of stone foundations 
of houses, and some brick walls; the former appear to have be. 
longed to pri\'ate buildIngs of moderate size, and consist of blocks 
of sandstone three or f(l~r feet in length, very rudely worked, and 
much decayed. The stones bear a small proportion to the brick. 
work; the bricks are of the same description as those I saw near 
Dawah, and form the waIls of private dwellings. I saw no remains 
of any lown wall, nor of any thing like a large edifice; the whole 
of what I observed seemed to have belonged to a small open 
city. The circUlnference of .these r.uins is eight or ten minutes 
walk at. most; I could trace no regularity in their plan ; they 

, seemed to consist of small insulated oblong squares irregularly dis. 
persed among the trees. Of the brick walls there were no where 
more than two teet standing aboveground, aud even this is matter 
for astonishment when we consider the effect which the annual rains 
must have upon such' deserted ,and loosely combined structures. 
I could discover no other remains of any kind in the vicinity. T~ere 



KABOUSHYE. 363 

is a ford over the river near this place, which the Djaalein use for 
three or four months before the rise of t~ waters. 

May 19th.-We set out this morning, aud travelled. along the 
eastern limits of the cultivated plain, till we reached the village of 
Kaboushye ~~), the residence of a relation of the Mek of Shendy, 
about three hours from EI Hassa. As we had three long days 
march to the Atbara, we filled our water-skins at the river, which is 
half an hour from the village. Just as we were starting, an ac
cident happened 'to me, which frequently occasions great distress 
to the traveller in the desert; when I had tied the water-skins to 
my camel's saddle, one of the largest of them sprung a leak, out of 
which the water issued as from a fountain. In such cases the Arabs 
generally stop the hole with a peg made of the green twig of a tree, 
wrapped with a bit of linen; but the best substance fOJ" the pur
pose is the pith of the Dhourra cane, which swells in the water, 
and thus fits very tight. We crossed a flat (Hstrict, intersected by 
many low grounds and Wadys, in which were shrubs and wild 
grass (VJ) Gish. We passed a large encampment of Djaalein, 
distant four hours from the river, from which, nevertheless, they 
bring their daily supply of water; we encamped late at night, after 
a march of seven or eight hours from Kaboushye. 

May ~Oth.-We set out before sunrise, in a N.E. b. E. direc
tion. The caravan consisted of at least two hundred loaded 
camels, twenty Of thirty dromedaries, carrying the richest traders, 
without any other loads; about one hundred and fifty traders, 
tbree hundred slaves, and about thirty horses, destined for the 
Yemen market; they were led the whole way by the slaves. 
The greater part of the loads consisted of tobacco, which· the 
Souakin people' had themselves brought .from Sennaar, and of 
Dammour, from the same plac6. The caravan was under good 
care. Its chicfwas one of the prit.lcipal men among the Arabs of 
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Souakin, connected by marriage with the first tribes of the Bisharye 
and Hadcnaoa ·Bet1ouin~. through whose territory our road -lay; 
but notwithstanding this, I clearly perceived that ,there was a con
stant dread of the 13isharein. The people yieJded without reluctance 
to the orders of the chief* in every thing that related to the maoch 
of the caravan. The only strangers who had joined the Souakin 

merchants were a party of Tekayrne (sing. Tekroury)" or black 
traders, consisting of five masters, ten call1cls, and about thirty 
slaves. I joined this party, as we were al1 strangers, and glad of 
cadi other's assistance; I encamped near them during the whole 
of the journey to the coast, separating myself from the Souakin 
traders, who were also divided into many different parties. I soon 
became tolerably familiar with my companions; they rendered 'Ine 
many little services, of which no one stands more in need than a 
caravan traveller, and I was never backward in returning them; so 
that we continued to be upon good terms: I cannot say a friendly 
footing, for nobody, evep in the Negroe countries, is inclined to 
form an intimacy with a poor man. 

Of these Tekayrne one was from Darfour, another from Kordo
fan, and three had come originall'y fr0111 Hornou, from whence, 
many years ago, they had travelled with tbe caravan to Fezzan, and 
from thence to Cairo. The principal among them, and who became 
the head of our mess, Hadji Aly el Bornaway (."s.,\;.) , ~ ~t-), 
had travelled as a slave-trader in many parts of Turkey, had been 

I afterwards leamt that a Shikh can never be the chief of a caravan; be<-ause, ac

(,-Ording to the ancient cu~to!ll still prevalent in the eastern del\el'ts of Arabia, die Shikh of 

the tl'ibe is never the oommandlll' (~I,:; Kayed) of the armed parties
J 

w'hich the tribe sends 

out against all enemy. He may join the expedition, but the c~mmand of it is in the 

Kayed or leacer, a dignity which i. always hereditary in die same family. The Arabs say, 

, (rjll ~ \.., rl) Es Shikh rna yakyd el'koum. "The Shikh has no right to be it 
leader." - I shall recur to this subject ill a future journal. 
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at Constantinople, had lived a long time at Damascus, (where 

-many Tekayrne serve as labourers in th~ gardens ()fthe great), and 
had three times performed the Hadj: he was now established at 
KorJofan~ and s'()cnt h,is time in trading between that place and 
Djidda. His travels; and the apparent sanctity ofllis conduct, had 
procured him great reputation, and he was well received by the 
Meks and other chiefs, to whom he never failed to bring some sma!! 
presents from Djidda. Although almost constantly occupied, (whe
ther sitting under a temporary shed of mats, or rioing upon his . 
camel on the march,) in reading the Koran, yet this man was a ~om
plete bOli vivant, whose sole object was sensual enjoyment. The 
profits on his small capital, which were continually reneweo by his 
travelling, were spent entirely in the gratification of his desires. Ht: 
carried with him a favourite ilorgho slave, as his concubine; she 
had lived with him three years, and had her own camel, while his 
other slaves performed the whole journey onefoot.lIF His leathern 
sacks were filled with all the choice pro,;;isiolls which the Shendy 
market could afior.:l, particularly with sugar and dates, and his 
dinners were the best in the caravau. To hear him talk of morals 
and religion, one might have supposed that he knp,w vice only b'y 
name; yet Hadji AIy, who had spent half his life in devotion, sold 
last year, in the slave market of Medinah, his own cousin, whom 
he had recently married at l\lekka. She had gone thither on a 
pilgrimage from Bornou by the way of Cairo, when Aly unexpect
edly meeting with her, claimed her as his cousin, and married her:t 
at Medinah being in want of money, he sold her to some Egyptiar1. 

• Several of the &makin mer(:hants had concubines with them, whom they alway§ tar!'y 

with them on their trave18. 
t In all the Musllulman countries the female cousins ean be demanded in marriage by 

the males of ~e family. 
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merchants; and as the poor woman was unable to prove her free 
origin, she was ~bli~ed t~ submit to her fate. The circumstance 
was well known in the caravan, but the Hadji nevertheless still 
continued to enjoy all his wonted reputatiqn. 

The Tekayrne treated me in the same manner as they WQv.ld 
have treated any other traveller; and as travellers are always 
treated in these countries, where, except assisting their neighbour 
occasionally in lifting a camel's load, no one thinks of any thing 
but his own comforts; but this was all I wished for; I was in no real 
need of anyone's help; and I never experienced any thing like ill 
treatment from the Souakin merchants that was not equally shared 
by the Tekayrne themselves. I was much upon my guard, behaved 
civilly to every body, shunned all intimacy with the slaves, ,vith 
whom 1 was considered neady upon a level; and shewed a proper 
spirit of resistance against any attempt to cheat or wheedle me out 
of a part of my baggage or provisions. By this conduct I have 
reason to believe. that I ecquired the character of a hardy, active 
man, very selfish, stingy, and attentive to his own interests. 

We travelled the whole morning across a plain composed chiefly 
of petro silex. To the right we had a number of Wadys, or low 
grounds. 

After a march of ten or eleven hours we rested; it is the custom 
to set out about sun-rise, to halt during the mid-day hours, or frutn 
ten o'clock A. M. tiH three or four P. M., and then to continue the 
march till late at night, and often till after midnight. 

May 21st. Our .... oad continued to traverse the plain. We this 
day ~xperienced a violent Semoum. The camels of the Souakin 
merchants being heavily· foaded with goods, had taken but a small 
supp1y of water, in proPQrtion to the number of the slaves and horses. 
!fowards noon, most of their skin. were empty, and the chief of 
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th~ caravan coming to our mess, almost forcibly took from every 
one of us a fourth part of- the water whiJ'h wac left. We passed 
the mid~day honrs upon a black gravc1,!y plain, near ~o/ne acacia 
trees; and aner a long day's march of ten or eleven hours, in a 
N.tE. b. E. direction, we slept in a Wady full of shrubs and deep 
sanfJs. The whole caravan went thirsty to rest. We found, almo~t 
the whole way .. across the desert,.a well trodden path, much fre
quented by the peoRle of A tbara, who carry their cattle to the 
Shendy market: we met severa] oftllem on the road. on their way 
to Shendy with mats made at Athara of the leaves of the Doum tree. 

May 2'2nd.-After a march of three hours among sandy plains, 
we came in sight of the river Atbara, and entered the groves of 
trees which line its banks. The luxuriant vegetation which now 
surrounded us filled with pleasure even the stony hearts of the slave
traders; one of whom, alluding to the dreary tract we had passed, 

exclaimed: (~\ ...::..:.,.JI .MJ Baad elmout el djtmna), " After death 
comes paradise." We marched for abt?,llt a quarter ot an hour 
among high trees, from the boughs of which we had much diffi
culty in disentangling the camels' loads. There was it greater variety 
of natural vegetation here than I had seen any where on the banks 
of the Nile in Egypt. I observed different species of the mimosa, 
Doum trees of the largest size~ whose luxuriant clusters of fruit 
exoited the wishes of the slaves; the Nebek tree, with its fruit 
ripe; the 4.11uQe, of the size of the N ebek, besides a great number 
of others, unknown to me; to these must be added an abundance 
of wild herb~ge, growing on a rich fat soil, similar to that of Egypt. 
The trees were inhabited by great numbers of the feathered tribe, 
wilqse song tnweHers in ~gypt very rarely hear. I saw no birds 
with rich pJuluage, but observed small O~IeS of several different 
kiod&~. Some~weet notes fitruck lJlY ears, which I had never before 
heatd. q.u4tbe Q.JPorous CQoin~ of the t~rtle do,,-es were uncea.s-
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ing. 'We hastened to ~he river, and eagerly descended its low 
banks to aUay ourq:hirst.~ Several camels, at. the sight of the water, 
broke the,h'alters by whidl they were led, and in rushing or stumb
ling down the banks, threw off their loads, an<rJ occasioned great 

clamour and disorder. 
'Ve remained but a short time at this place, and then continued 

our route along the banks of the river for about an hour, fIJI' the 
most part among the date trees, which line the borders of the de
sert. These trees were larger than any I had seen in Egypt. At the 
cnd of one hour we forded the river, without any difficulty, as the 
water hardly reached above the knees of the camels. In less than 
half an hour from the opposite bank, we' came to the village of 
Atbara, SO named from its vicinity to the river. As the caravan 'was 
to remain here some days, the first care of everyone was to choose 
a proper halting-place. The Souakin merchants alighted on an open 
ground in front of tke village, where they formed severa] parties 

among themselves. Thft Tekayrne and myself took possession of 
some thick thorny hushes on one side of the village, within which, 
after a few hours labour with the axe, each cut a small birth, just 
large enough to contain himself and his baggage, while the slaves 
were ordered to sleep beforc the entrance. We th~s secured our 
goods from pilferers, and by spreading a few mats over the bushes, 
procured a comfortable shade. 

The village, or more properly encampment, of'Atbara, consisted 
of sevel al long irregular rows of tents, formed of mats made of the 
1eaves of the Uoum tree, and containing about two hundred 
families of Bisharein. This is the general mode of dwelling 
throughout the tract of desert country lying between Egypt and 
Abyssinia. The bare s~ins of the Nubian sheep and goats not fur
nishing the inhabitants with the. necessary materials for making 
tent-coverings of wool or goats' hair, like the eastern Bedouins, 
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their place is supplied with mats. They fix a row, of poles, about 
twelve or fifteen feet high, into the groun.d, opposite.t~ 'each other, 
and converging at the top; over these .they fasten others horizon
tally; upon which: mats are thrown in such a way as to present 
every where an inclined plane for the rain to run off. Every tent 
is furnished with two or three A ngareygs, which take up nearly 
the whole of the interior, so that a very small part remains for any 
one to stand in; nor is this very necessary, as the Bisharein pass the 
greater part of their time reclined upon the Angareyg.- In the 
smaller tents both sexes live together; but ill the larger there is a 
partitiun across the tent, Lehind the Angnrcygs, which divides it 

into a front and. back apartment; the latter is occupied by 
the" women, and serves also as the kitchen; though the women 
never think of concealing themselves from stranger~. All persons 
of quality ha\'e separate tents for their women, to tvhich they some
times add an open shed, for the reception of §trangers. Whenever 
the Bedouins relllove, the tents are struck. and the poles, mats, &c. 

are loaded upon camels. 
Atbara is the residence of the chief of the tribe Hammadab 

. I omitted to mention ill a preceding part of this journal, that in all the e(Juntries on 

the Nile which I visited, as well as ill the Nubian desert, I observed the people make 

use of 8mall wl)oden supports, about. five inches in height, with a top about the same 

length, and three or four inches Im~ad, much resembling, on the whole, the head of :1 

crutch; they arc formed out of single pieces of very hard wood, and the best are brought 

from Sennaar; they lire placed under the head when pt'rsons go to sleep, or serve during 

the day-lime to rest one arm upc.,n while in a reclining pUbition. \Vhenever a great mall" 

walks out, one ~)f these snpports is I',arried after him, and in the house or tent of 

every pel'!\On one of tl!em is always found, which is offered to the stranger who nays a 

visit; hut it requiret to have been accustomed to it from inf.·mcy to und any kind of 

ease in the use of it.. I am led to notice this, from observing In Mr, Salt's book that a 

similar machine is u~ed in Abyssinia, the UlfJlllerS (;f whi~h country avpt~ar, from the de

scriptions of Mr. Salt and 'Mr. nruce, to bear a great rc~mbl"lIcc to tho~e of the people 

on the bOrders of the Nile. 
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~1¥'~t.); which must not be confounded with the Hameydab 
(y'~') 'a ~ribe 'bf A~abde. The Harnmadab are one of the 
strongest. tribes of the J3.isharye nation the chief had travelled 
with us from SheDdy, where he had purchase! some slaves and 
horses. There are always a few inhabitants in this pla'ce who tJl'adc 
with Shendy, and wait here for the arrival of the Sou akin caravans. 
As soon as it was known in the neighbourhood that a caravan had 
arrived, and intended to stop a few days, Q great number of Bisha
rein came with Dhourra, sheep, hutter, and milk, in order to 
barter these articles for Dammour and drugs, especially Mehleb, 
cloves, and incense, or Libban, from the west. Scarcely any of 
these people understand the Arabic l1rn'guage, except those who 
trade to Berber and Shendy; but it is understood by almost all 
their slaves, the greater part of whom are educated among the in
habitants on the Nile. Their dress, or rather undress, was every 
where the same, con§isling only of a Dammour shirt, worn by both 
men and women; I thoqght the latter rernatkably handsome; they 
were of a dark 'brown complexion, with beautiful eyes, and fine 
teeth; their persons were slender and elegant. They seemed to be 
under no fear Qfjealousy in their husbands or fathers,e,g they came 
laughing and joking quite close to our tenls, and t~ose who{:ouki 
not speak Arabic endeavoured to make themselves understood by 
signs. The beauties seemed tv be funy conscious o( theirchamts ; 
but it was easy to perceive that they flirted with us for no other pUI-
pose than to make a better bargain for their Dhourra and milk, 

Several of the Bishary-, tribes, although Bedouins, do not despise agriculture; they 
repair to the banks of the Atbara immediately after the inundation, to sow Dhourra, 

anel remain there till the harvest is gathered in, when they return to their mountains. 

During the hottest part of thp, Bummer, when pasturage is dried up in the desert, they 
again des<',end, to feed their cattle on the hetbage on the borders of_ stream. In like 

manner the Turkmans in the vieinity of Aleppo are both Bedouine _eUltivat()rl. 
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than the less handsome ones could obtain; and they all betrayed 
bad faith in their dealings with us. I h-a~,' already heard. in Egypt, 
that the Bisharein are not jealous of their women '; jt is with 
them a law of honour ncver to suspect their wives till they have 
the most unequivocal proofs of their incontinency. A Bisharye 
seeing a stranger kiss his wife, would laugh it off, but death 
would inevitably ensue if he caught her in adultcry. 

The Bisharein of Atbara, like all their brethren, are a handsome 
and bold race of people; they go constantly armed, and are seldom 
free from quarrels. Drunkenness is as common among them as 
it is among the Arabs of Shendy, and we heard every night some 
loud dispute in the Bouza huts. They are much addicted to pH
feri'ng, and notwithstanding all our precautions, every person in 
the caravan lost some small articles of baggage; several camels 
were also stolen, but they were afterwards returned through the 
interference of the chief~ who exacted a lmrrtlsome present for his 
trouble. Their propensity to theft is nqt the worst part of their 
character; they appear to be treacherous, cruet, avaricious, and 
revengeful, and are restrained in the indulgence of these passions 
by no law8l#-either divine or human. One of the people of this 
village, who h~d come with us from Shendy, found on his arrival, 
that two of his best camels had been stolen. Suspecting one of 

his ' neighbou~s to be the thief, he came to the Teka.Yrne, to know 
whether they would, by charms, inform him if his suspicions w,ere 
well founded; but they refused to give him any distinct answer, or 
to meddle in the business. The man then swore that if he ever ascer
tained who the thief was, he would cut the throats of aU his chil-

I 

dren, maim his camels, and reduce him to such poverty, as would 
oblige him to1ieed with the cattle in the '\Voods. The Bisharein 
are all Mussulmans,but they oblerve none of the rites prescribed 
by that teligion,thus forming a remarkable contrast to the Negroe 
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Hadjis who pass this way, and who never omit any of the exterior 
duties of t~e Mugselmap faith. The inhospito.ble ch~racterof 
the Bishafein would alon~\ prove them to he a true AfrIcan race, 
were it not put beyond all doubt by their langu{ge. Not a drop 
of milk could be had without purchasing it, and the women obliged 
us to pay for the use of some old earthen pots which we were in 
need of during our stay; gO one would even interpret between us 

and such of the people as were ignorant of Arabic, without exacting 
at least a handful of Dhourra for his trouble; this avaricious spirit 

is conspicuous in all their actions, and it is not merely caravan pas
sengers, from whom it is natural for them to extort some profit, 

that are thus treated; the poor N egroe pilgrims who pass this 

place in their way to Taka complain bitterly of the pitiless inha

bitants of the banks of the Atbara. 
Dhourra, and a small quantity of Loubye, or kidney~beaDs, are 

sown in the woods close to the river, without any previous prepara
tion of the ground. Water-wheels are unknown. The extent of 

fertile soil is equal on both sides of the river; but nothing isculb. 
vated on the left bank, on account of the depredations of the 
Djaalein on that side. In years when the river does not overflow 
the banks, they draw all their supplies from Taka. The same trees 

grow near the viIJage which I saw on the west bank; the Nebek 
was the most common; its fruit is so abundant that the camels are 

sOqletimes fed upon it. The Oshour occupies the intervals between 
the larger trees, and leaves but little space for the growth of the 
Dhourra. A great number of turtle-doves and pigeons flew about; 

theJ: have numerous enemies in a species of eagle, which is very 
little larger than the eagle Rakham of Egypt; the body isq,w~ 
black, the head bald, a,nd of a deep purple red, like that of the 
turkey. The Bisharein say that ~igers abound intb.e ·woods,&I!d 
that very large serpents are sometimes seen; but though I cf()Jsed 
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the woods every day to bring water froOl Ule river, I never saw any 
quadrupeds, except innumerable hosts of rats, of the largest size, 
running among the.. Dhourra stubble, gr.'!at numbers 6f which the 
slaves killed, an(.~ 'Were delighted to cat. ' The large ants; which are 
saie to be extreme} y obnoxiou's in Kordofan and Darfour, are never 
seen any where to the east of the Nile. During high water croco
diles are found in the river, but no hippopotami. The rhinoceros 
is unknown here. 

The cattle of the Bishan!n are very fine, and in great abundance. 
Their camels had just been sent to the nearest mountains, where 
some rains had fallen, to feed upon the fresh herbage, while those 
in our caravan were driven every morning into the woods to feed 
updn the twigs of the acacias. The flocks of sheep and goats wert: 
following the camels to the mountains; we bought two large sheep 
for one' dollar's worth of Dammour. The chief and some of his 
relatives keep horses, and wear coats of mail; there are a couple 
of asses belonging to every tent. . 
, The river Atbara joins the Mogren at about two days from this 

village, beyond which the united slream bears the latter name. The 
Mogren is said to rise in the Bisharye mountains, hut it is almost dry 
in summer; and even in the rainy season, appears to be nothing but 
a collection of torrents. The direct road from hence to Souakin does 
not cross it, whence it is evident that its course must be much more 
from the northward than is generally laid down in the maps. I have 
already stated that we found very little water in the Atbara; a few 
weeks before, it must have been almost dried up; for in the bed of 
the united stream, where we crossed it near DqIller, we iounq notl1 .. 
ing but some stagnant pools. During our stay at Atbara. we h",~ &€ve,. 

ral light aho"ra at night, and the days were cloudy, oft~n with 
foggy merni:ags. On theSdand "thof June the river fell suddenly, 
leuing tBe gt'eater part of the bed quite dr'y. I afterw~rds observed 



374 VILLAGE OF ATBARA. 

in our way to Taka, that. the fall must have been at least one foot. 
The banks 'are not more than twenty-five feet high; I did not mea
sure the river's breadth\but from a clear impression left on my 
mind, I conjecture the banks to be distant fronIfcach other at most 
from four to five hundred paces. The current of the stream wat> so 

~10\V as hardly to be perceptible. 
The women of Atbara shave their heads on the death of their 

llearest relatives; a custom prevalent also alllong several of the 
peasant tribes of Arabs in Upper Egypt. The law of retaliation is 
said to exist among the Bisharein in all its force; their tribes are in 
continual war with each other; their national enemies are the 
Shukoryc on one side, and the Hadendoa on the other. The 
Hammadab who live at Atbara have for neighbours, up the river, 
towards Goz Radieb, the Beni Kurb, and in the desert the Bate
rab, both of the Bisharye race. The Hammadab cultivate the banks 
of the Atbara as low as its junction with the Mogren, below which 
commence the territories,of the Djaalein. From thence to Berber 
is four long journeys, but the road is very little frequented, and the 
only places these people communicate with are Shendy, Goz Ro.
djeb, and Taka, and with the Bisharein of the mountains to the 
northward. 

After remaining three or four days at Atbara the chief of the 
village collected passage duty from every individual, according to 
the number of his slaves. Each slave pays one 'fob Dammour, 
and the same is levied upon every camel's load, whatever it may 
(:onsist of. Tho~e merchants who are supposed, or known to carry 
gold, are taxed arbitrarily, which, as may readily be conceived, 
gives rise to many disputes. I paid on the whole one Tob and.a 
half; but the Souakin merchants were extremely di8satisfi~ . with 
the chief on account of his extortiqns, and told him that .they would 
never again return by this route. It is, however, the safest road to 
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8ouakin, the desert on this side being inhabited by lribe~ friendly to 
the Hadherebe, and to Souakin; and I \1:as inf~rrned that the chief 
of Atbara is obliged to divide with several of those tribes the sums 
which he derives fro~ the caravan. The road, on ~he contrary, 
{nAn Souakin to Darner, lies through the pasturing-places of some 
"potent Bisharye trtbes inimical to Souakin, and cannot be passed 
but by caravans sufficiently strong to repel any attack. The day 
after we had paid the duti~r, the chief sent to every party of traders 
a large dish of Dhourra made into a liquid paste, and some BO,uza 
for the use of the caravan. 

The ('aravan, on quitting Atbara, was to divide into two parties, 
the one taking the direct road through the desert to Souakio , 
the' other proceeding by Taka. The formcr route, for the three 
first days, takes a direction more easterly than Souakin, to the 
wen of Gengerab, when it passcs in a direct line to Souakin, by 

• 
three wakring-places, situated two days from each other. The 
clltire,journey is often or tweh'c days: the-road ahounds with pastu
rage and many encampments of Bedouins are met with in the fertile 
valleys, which are watered hy winter turrents, giving birth to 
luxuriant crops of wild herbage The part of the cal'avan pro
ceeding to Taka, intended to sell there the Dammour and to· 

bacco which they had brought from Sennaar; some of them pur
posed returning j"mmediately afterwards to Sbendy, while others 
.intended to go on to Souakin. I determined to take the Taka 
road, and had the plclisure of seeing the N egroe merchants in. 
whose company I travelled, follow my cxample. They had many 
slaves; their camels were weak, and on the Taka road they knew 
that water was to be met with daily. 

May Slst.~The merchants destined for ·Souakin had left us on 
the preceding night. We deparled ourselves in the mornIng, fol
lowing the banks of the Atbara, and passing over a plain about 
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two miles in breadth, overgrown with Doum trees and Oshour, 
amOIlO' whi~h the Dhouna stubble was still standing. I observed 

0'" 't • 
several hamlets in the thick groves of acacia. trees near the river. 
At the end of three hours we halted upon a sandy beach near the 
river, where I saw se\'eral skeletons of crocodiles of moderate length 
Jying on the ground. There appeared not the stnallestelevation of 
ground; as far as the eye could reach, the horizon was unbroken in 
every direction, and the country on bofth sides of the river was an 
uninterrupted flat. A great number of rats ran, at every step, 
among the legs of the camels, and the slaves amused themselves 
the whole day with hunting them. From this place we took a short 
cut, leaving the river at some distance to the right, and proceeded 
over a gravelly and sandy plain, in a direction south. After a 
day's march of about ten hours we again reached the river, and 
encamped for the ni~ht. 

June 18t.-We contin ued to follow the bed of the river; the banks 
on both sides are overgrown with trees. This district belongs to 
the Beni Kurb. The soil is fertile, but bears no traces whatever 
of cultivation; the inhabitants of several hamlets or encampments 
appear to be exclu&ively shepherds. At a spot, where we came 
close to the bed of the river, I calculated its breadth at about ten 
minutes walk. At the end of four hours we passed Om Daoud, a 

large encampment of the tribe of Nefidjab of the Bisharein; this is 
the most southern boundary of the Bisharye dominions, and the' 

"beginning of the territory of the Haciendoa, a very powerful tribe, 
of which I shall again have occasion to speak; the son of their 
Shikh had come with us from .Shendy, and we had therefore little 
to fear, except from theili; pilfering habits. The caravan halted 

near the village, and ~ 'walked. ur to the huts to look ab~ut me. 
My appearance on thIS occasloD, as on many others, excIted an 
universal shriek of surprise and horror, especially amongtbe 
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WOlnen, who were not a little terrified at ~eing such an outcast of 
nature as they consider a white man to be, .peeping into their 
huts, and asking for a little wateror mill/. The chief: fceJing which 
my appearance jn~pired I could easily perceive to be disgust, for 
th61 Negroes are all firmly persuaded that the whiteness of the skin 
is the effect of disease, and a sign of weakness; and there is not 
the least doubt, that a white man is looked upon by them as a 
being greatly inferior to themselves. At Shendy the inhahitants 
were more accustomed to Lte sight if n0t of white men, at lea!'t of 
the light-brown natives of Arabia; and as my skin was much Sun
burnt, I there excited little surprise. On the market days, how
ever, I often terrified people, by turning short upon them, when 
their exclamation generally was: Owez billahi min es-sheyttan el'ra

djim (~JI .:,)~I c.:f" .,jJ~ ),cl), " God preserve us from the devil!" 
One day, after bargaining for some onions with a country girl in 
the market at Shendy, she told me, that if ~ would take off my 
turban and shew her my head, she w<Juld give me tlve more 
onions; 1 insisted upon having eight, which she gave me; when 
I removed my turban she started back at the sight of my white 
closely shaven crown, and when I jocularly asked her whether she 
should like to have a husband with such a head, she expressed the 
greatest surprise and disgust, and swore that she would rather li\'e 

with the ugliest Darfour slave. 
On the side of the desert ncar the village of Om Daoud, were a 

number of tombstones; the small-pox made great ravages here last 
year. According to the Nubian custom, the graves were covered' 
with pebbles of white quartz, and a pole was stuck down at each 
end. We here fell in with a large.caravan of Bisharein, who were 
travelling the same road with us as far ~s Q-oz Radjeb, where they 
intended to purchase DhOl~rra. ,The Souakin traders entertained 

great 'su!picions of them, as they qelongerl to a tribe which was not 
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altogether friendly, and we therefore kept carefully separated from 
thein; and upon 'the watch 

From OUl'Daoud we co~tinued along the Atbara, making occa
sionally short cuts across the desert. Our general direction was 
S. E. b. S. After a march of nine hours and a half, having S(len 
that the Bisharein caravan had alighted at some distance from us, 
we halted; our chief was afraid to continuc our route and halt 
farther on, lest we should be surprised; he thought it more pru
dent to have the enemy in view, than be~ind us, and we kept under 
amls the whole of the night. We lighted afire, and placed our bag
gage in such a manner as to serve as a protection to us, in case of 
an attack. The Bisharein, however, were probably in as much fear 
of us, as we were ofthcm; for they remained the next morning on 
their halting place, while we continued our journey. 

June 2d. - Wc travelled this morning about four hours, in a 
south-east direction, fiver a plain of cultivable soil, though distant 
several miles from the ri\~er. No mountains were any where visible. 
We rested during the mid-day hours.in a grove of Nebek, Syale, 
and Allobe trees. I here observed several unknown birds; one 
was of the size and shape of a black.bird, with a long tail striped 
with white. I saw some large crows with a white neck. The 
Bisharcin seemed to have no names in their language for these dif. 
ferent birds; amongst them it is a great scandal to eat the flesh of 
birds, and I several times heard them sneeringly call the Egyptians < 

." bird-.eaters.". O~ resuming our journey we enterep the sandy 
desert ID the dIrectIOn of S. E. h. E. In the afternoon the Souakin 
traders chased with their swiftest dromedaries a wild beast which they 
descried at a distance; they called it in Arabic Homar el W c;\hsh 
(v-.il .;"--), which me!lns the wild aS8. It did not come near 
enough to be distinctly seen; Qut they say it is of the size of a 
hyama, with a head and tail much resembling those of anaSl.: it 
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has no horns. In the Arabian deserts they speak !>f an animal. to 
which they give the same name; whethel it i~ really t~e same ani .. 
mal I am not certain. The ground was kovered in every direction 
with innumerable footsteps of ,the Gazelle species, some of which 
appeared to belong to' animals ofa much larger size than any I had 
yet seen. At the. end of four hours, we halted in a Wady with 
trees. The heat during the day was very oppressive; at night we 
had a shower of rain. Along the whule route I observed in the form 
of the sand-hills. and in the shape of the trees, evident proofs of 
the prevalence of strong easterly winds. A high insulated mo~m
tain in the plain bore cast, four hours distant . 

.June 3d. - 'Ve saw this morning, while travelling in the plain, a 
mirage of the brightest azure, as pure aud clear as those j. had 
wi~nessed in the desert between Egypt and Berber. After a 
march of four hours (direction south), we again reached the 
river, nearly opposite the large village of Goz 1l.adjeb (~J)';)' an 
Arabic name. The banks on both sides. were quite barren. We 
encamppd under some Oshonr trees, large enough to afford shade 
to the whole party. It was our intention to remain here a few 
days, as the Hadherebe thought the markct of Goz Radjeb a fit 
place for disposing of a part of their merchandize. Iu approach
ing the rivcr I saw at a distance two insulated hills close to each 
other in the plain, and at a short distance from the ri\'er; and 
when we drew nearer to them, I was extremely surprised to see 
upon the ilUmmit of the largest a huge fabric of ancient times. 
Being naturally short-sighted, and my vision having been furthe; 
impaired bJ two attacks of ophthalmia while I was in Upper E&ypt, 
~. could not trust my eyes, and therefore asked my companions 
what it was that appeared like a building .upon the hill. "Don't 
you seet they replied, " that it is a church?" (Kenise, ~, a 
name often app1ied by the Egyptians ' to their ancient temples, 

sB 
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"l~ich they ascribe to th~ Christians) " and no doubt the work of 
infideJs." 'We cotttinued to approach the hill, and encamped at 
about half·a'n hour's dista~ce from it. As soon as we had alighted, 
and placed our baggage in order, ~ started for the hills, in great 

eagerness to examine these Ethiopian remains; but a loud .ery 
from the Souakin people brought me back, "The whole country," 

they said, " is infested hy the peasants of Goz Radjeb; you will 
not be able to move a hundred paces alone, without being attacked." 
Indeed several suspicious looking persotls were seen lurking among 
the' trees that lined the banks of the river farther on. .My compa
nions added, that the hill was inhabited by Hadendoa robbers, 

who lived in caverns in it, and were at war with all their neigh

bour&~ As they could have no interest in deceiving me, I readily 
believed theil!, and returned, not with the i~tention of abandoning 
my design, but in the hope of being able the next day to concert 

measures with some d'f the cOllntry people who might come to batter 
with liS, (or their accompanyillg me to the ruins, which I was thell 

fully determined to 'visit, whatever might be the consequences. 
Unfortunately 1 was deceived in my expectations; and I shall 
never forgive myself for the momentary irresolution which pre

vented lne from examining the most interesting object 'w~hich 

occurred during Illy joumey. 

A party of our people had crossed the river to Goz Radjeb 

to inquire after the state of the market. About two hours after 

,sunset, wh~n we were retiring to sleep,- they reUIrned, and 
soon aft.er the chief of the caravan came to liS, crying: " Make 
haste, the caravan is in fear; jf we remain here we shall be . 
attacked. .Fill· your water-skins, and load your camels, for we 
shaH depart ilnmediately."t In sllch cases, evel'Y feeling gives 

VV'hcncvt.' r the country js dangerous thlwhole c.aravan is divided into two ·watdlea, 
ooe till midnight, and the other froJn midnight tin day. 

t 'fl~ J.;. ~~, f'~ \,I.) .ill\ ~\j~ \j.MJ \.;\ ~\.., ~~\ ~\j It ~\ 
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way to that of self-preservation. Forgetttn~ for a moment the tem

ple, I ran with two skins to the river, whi}e my>slave gOt the camel 

ready, and by the time I rf'turned with,fm'y filled skills" the chief 
had set off, The people who went to Goz Radjcb had been there 

se~etly informed that a large party of Bisharein intended to sur
prise us, and the immediate departnrc of the caravan became in 
consequence advisable, as it would have been very difficult to pass 

the river during the night, in order to take refuge at Goz, where we 
might have been moreover besieged fc)r a long while. 'if e pro

ceeded in silence along the bank of the river: I passed the foot of 
the hill, but the night was clGudy, and its darkness prevented me 
from catching the smallest glimpse of the ruins. The barking of 

dogs proved to me that OUl' people had toM me the truth in saying 
that the rocks were inhabited. Our merchants seemed much 

frightened, the greatest silence was observed, no pipes were per

mitted to be lighted, Jest the burning ashes t'night indicate the di
rection of our march, and nothing was beard but the groans of a 

few infirm female slaves, and the whips of their cruel masters, who 
obliged them to f()llow the caravan on foot, havillg lent the camels 
upon which they rode to some people of Goz, for the transport of 

goods to Taka. I cast a last look towards the object +llY curio

sity, and lamented the ill fortune, which last year, when at the most 

southern point which I reached on the Nile, had prevented me 

from seeing the temple of Soleb in Mahass, and now again, when I 
had gained the far~hest term of my journey southwards, had equally 
thwarted my desires, and had depl"ived the public of what many 
persons might perhaps have thought the most valuable fruit of this 
difficult journey:<" .Maya more fortunate or a more courageous 

trAveller be hereafter able to examine w:hat I have thus merely 
pointed out. 

The rock of these hills is . granite; -.while pas~ing them in the 
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night, I picked up seveJ"aI stones, which I found the next morning 
to be red coarse-grained I granite. The hill upou which the ruin 
stands appears to be the \ighest, being about three or four hun
dred feet above the river, with slopi~g sides covered with large irre
gular blocks, and masses of rock. It is perpendicular on the aide 
towards the river, between which and the hill is a space of about 
thirty yards, where the road passes. The building appears to be just 
over the precipice, and to face the river. What I could distinguish of 
it were two high and extremely massivJ
walls, with an equally massive flat roof; 
on the roof was a sort of cupola, the 
sides of which appeared to be perpen
dicular. I could perceive no columns, 
or any other building. The ruin itself is enclosed on al1 sides by 
high rocks, which hide the greater part of it from view; and in the 
day time I was unable to get a sight of it in ·front. As far as I 
could judge its walls must be between thirty and forty feet in 
height, and I suppose them to be built of granite, as they were of 
the same hue as the surrounding rocks. I had no telescope with 
me, andean therefore gi\7e no accurate details respecting these 
J'emains ;.ut the whole building, with the exception of the pointed 
roof, appeared to me to be of the rudest construction, and of the 
remotest antiquity. I asked the Souakin merchants if they had 
ever seen any similar ruins in this neighbourhood, hut they had" 
never gone higher up the river, and could therefore give me no 
·positive information, and no natives appeared whom I could ques
tion on the subject. 

The village of Goz Radjeb stands in the sanoy plain, at a dis
tance of about a quarter of a mHe from the left bank of the river. 
It is named Goz from its situatiq.n among sands. Its inhabitants 
are said to be a mixture of all sorts of Arabs, Bisharein, Haden-
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doa, Djaalein, and Shukorye, who have settled here principally for 
the purposes of trade. As far as I coul(,l judg~, agricll,lt'lre forms 
no part of their occupation, and I understood that they draw an 
their Dhourra frml1 the neighbouring dl~tri<!t of Taka. 'They pos
seiS cattle, which feed ·in the summer on the bank of the river, and 
in winter in the interior of the desert. Goz is under the dominion 

,.- ' ..... 

of Sennaar, and its chief, like that of Shendy, is of the reigning 
fam.ily of Wold Adjib (~ollJ)' The inhabitants carryon a brisk 
trade with Sennaar and Shendy, ~nd sometimes visit the market of 
Darner, where, as at Shendy, they sell their cattle. Slaves are 
always to be found in the market of Goz, which is frequented some
times by Souakin traders, but more usually by the Bisharye and 
Hadendoa Bedouins, for, although they are enemies, yet, in these 
cou'ntries, as among the Arabian Bedouins, a free passage is allowed 
through a hostile territory, under certain restrictions. The cara
vans from Souakin to Sennaar, which do .not wish to pass by 
Atbara or Shendy, take the route by Goz, from whence they pro
ceed straight across the desert to Scnnaai·. In tIle winter pools of 
water abound in the sands; but in summer the caravans arc 
obliged to carry water with them for the whole journey of six days; 
this desert is s~id also to be destitute of trees. The. ralte is only 
attempted dunng the hot season, because the BedoUlnsShukoryt: 
encamp there during the winter, and render the road dangerous. 
Although the barrenness which prevails in this route in the summer 
often proves fatal to the slaves, the traders nevertheless prefer it to 
incurring the expenses which attend a stay at Shend.v, and the 
payment of passage duties at Atbara. We marched about four 
hours during the-n'ight, and then rested upon deep sandy gr9und 
near some thorny trees and tamarisks. 

June 4th.-W e set out beforf sun-rise: Our road layover an 
immense plain, without the smaJlest elevation, except the above-
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mentioned hiUs ,to our left, which, in the morning, bore N. N. E. and 
at mid-da);, when fV'c hal!ed, N. W. The soil of the plain consists 
of day, wrth very fe'v sto~s, and is almost as fertile as that on the 
banks of the Nile; it Is over-grown ,with many tlifferent species of 
wild herbs, and what appeared to me remarkable, each speeies 
occupied a separate spot, seldom mixing with those adjoining it, 
so that the whole plain had the appearance of an immense sheet of 
patterns. Many of the herbs were nm¥. withered. 

Our direction was E. N. E.; during the morning a part of our 
co~panions quitted the caravan, and took a more southerly route 
towards the southern parts of the country of Taka. About noon 
we descried some trees at a distance, and as the heat of the sun 
was extremely great, everyone hastened in search of a sliady 
place. The surface of the ground, as well as the trees, afforded 
proofs of the prevalence of strong easterly winds. In the afternoon 
we entered upon a cdmpletely barren, gravelly plain, without trees 
or the slightest vegetatio" of any kind, and without any elevation, 
or other land marks to guide the traveller. ]n the evening there 
were some vivid flashes of lightning, which served as a direction 
for the m1:~rch, as the people of the caravan knew the quarter from 
whence ~y came; the horizon was cloudy, and threatened rain. 
After a march of about eleven hours we encamped, much tired, in 
a 'Wady of trees, a part of the caravan having gone astray during 
the night. 

June 5th.-It appeared that we had all missed our road yester
day, owing to the extreme flatness and barrenness of the plain; for 
we ~tarted to.day in the direction of E. S. E. After about an 
hour's march we reached the boundaries of the province of Taka; 
where we found a rioh soil as fine as that near the Nile, and 
much like it in colour; the marcfl-oJ the came1s was obstructed by 
thick groves of Oshour and acacias. A most violent gust of wilia 
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arose, and blew about the dust and Mud in such a manner, 
that we were unable to see ten yards bcfofG mi ; \ ... e in conse
quence lost our way among the trees,:ilnd altcr wandering about 
for some time, dur~l1g which we frightened 'Several shephcrds, who 
mi.took us for Bisharye enemies, and hastily drove away their 
flocks, we reached, after a three hours march, an encampment of 

, Hadendoa Bedouins, where we rested. One of our chief guides 
or Khobara (~) was lllqrried to a relative of the chief of this 
encampment. We alightetl in the open area surrounded by the 
tents, which, as in Arabia, were pitehed in a Douar or circle (.J~..I). 
Towards evening we were visited by another hurricane, the most 
tremendous I ever remember to have witnessed. A dark blue 
cloud first appeared, extending to about 25" above the horizon; as 
it approached nearer, and increased in height, it assumed an ash 
gray colour with a tinge of yellow, striking every person in the 
caravan, who had not been accustomed to sllch phren omena, with 
ama7.ement at its magnificent and terrjJic appearance; as the 
cloud approached still nearer, the yellow tinge became more gene
ral, while the horizon presented the brjghtest azure. At last, it 
burst upon us in its rapid course, and involved us in darkness and 
confusion; nothing could be distinguished at the distan..,of five or 
six feet; our eyes were filled with dust; our temporary sheds were 
blown down at the first gust, and many of the more firmly fixed 
(~ents of the Hadencloa followed; the largest withstood for a tim~ 
the force of the blast, but were at last obliged t.o yield, and the 
whole camp was levelled with the ground. In the mean time the 
terrified camels arose, broke the cords by which they were fastened, 
and endeavoured to escape from the destruction which appe~ted 
to threaten them, thus adding not a little t.o our own embarl~
ment. After blowing about halftan hour with incessant violence, 
the wind suddenly abated, and wIlen the atm'Jsphere became clear, 



886 FILIK. 

the tremendous, cloud was seen continuing its havoc to the north
west. Sim,ilar hutri~anes frequently happen at this time of the 
year, their consequences, 'however, are never more disastrous than 
what I have just detailed; in a few 1llinutes the' tents were raised, 
and every thing was again put in order. 

The Hadendoa showed us little hospitality; we encamped in 
the very midst of them, that we might not be exposed to any h~s
tile attacks in the night, during the whr]e of which we kept watch 
to, preserve our baggage from their pilfering propensities. The 
wells were at some distance from the encampment, and as the road 
to them, which lay through the wood, was unsafe for strangers, the 
Hadendoa made us pay for the water t.hey supplied us with. The 
guide and his relations feasted upon a sheep that had been slaflgh
tered in honour of him; a few pounds of the roasted meat were 
sent from their board to the party of black merchants to which I 
belonged, and presently afterwards the Shikh of the Douar sent a 
slave to beg s?mc cloves, which could not be refused, as they werc 
evidently considered as a ret.urn clue for the meat. In the Arabian 
deserts, such meanness would disgrace a Bedouin and the whole 
tribe to which he belongs. 

June litlt.-Our people did not like to remain longer with the 
Hadendoa, because the smallness of their encampment, and its dis
tance from any market, left our people little hopes of. disposing of 
their good:;; we therefore, against the opinion of our chief, moveq. 
on this morning in a S. S. E. direction, over the fertile grounds of 
Taka, \\ hich consist every where of a rich soil, hut uncultivated, with 
tr~ec;, and wild herbs in great abundance. After a winding march 
of three hours through the woods, we came to a Jarge encampment 
called J<'ilik, where we.intended to stop. We entered through one 

. of the openings made in the high thick enclosure formed of the 
thorny branches of treeB, with which all these encampments are 
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surrounded, and we pitched our huts in the square area within. 
Many of the merchants had friends here, in Wll0S~ tents they took 
up their quarters. 'rhe black traders, kept close together, and as 
I knew that we shuuld, at all events, remain here for several days, 
I aired a Bedouin, for a handful of tobacco, to construct for me a 
small tent of mats, which might at least afford me shelter from the 
spn. 

Taka (~\ .J~ Bellad el Taka). The country of Taka, or as it. is 
also called by its inhabitant!!!, EI Gash (~I.AJ\), is famous all over 
these countries for its extreme fertility. It extends in a SE. di
rection for about three long days journeys in length, and one in 
breadth, and is peopled entirely by tribes who are part settlers and 
pait Bedouins. One day's journey, in a SE. direction from 
Filik, which is an encampment of Hadendoa, begin the encamp
ments of the Bedouins called Melikinab; further on live the Be
douins Segollo; one day's journey from thl Melikinab, begin the 
tribe of Hallenga, which is divided into fihe Upper and Lower, the 
former dwelling about one day's journey beyond the latter. Taka 
forms part of the country of Bedja,· which includes the course of 
the river Atbara fr~m Goz Radjeb, and continues, as I was informed, 
to the south, as far as the mountains (of Abyssinia, I suppose), while~ 
to the north, the chain of mountains called Langay marks the boun
dary of Bedja, thus including many deserts, and several hilly dis
tricts. Taka itself, however, is an entirely fiat country, or rather low 
ground, bounded on the N. and W. by deserts, and on the SE. by 
a chain of mountains called Negeyb, which, trom what I learnt, 
runs parallel with the Red Sea. Of the nature of its frollti~rs to 
the south I cannot speak with certainty ~ but I believe it to be a 
Oolliltry interspersed with mountains and fertile valleys. 

The reason why Taka is so fenile, and has become so populous, 

~~ '-'~ ~1.lwI .,1, Bedja and its inhabitants are called Bcdjawa. 

sc 
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IS ItS regular inundation, fl. fact of which not a doubt can be enter
tained, although' I ~und it impossible to obtain exar;t information 
of the causas' of this iriundation, or of the circumstances attending 
it. A bout the latter end ofJ une, o~ sometimes' not till J uJ y, for 
the period does not seem to be so fixed as that of the rise of K1C 

Nile,* large torrents coming from the S. and SE. pour over the 
country, al1d in the space ofa few weeks (or according to some, i~ 
eight days), cover the whole surface witl} a sheet of water, varying 
in depth from two to three feet; these tor/'ents are said to lose them
selves in the eastern plain, after inundating the country, but the 
waters remain upwards of a month in Taka; and if I am to be
lieve the reports of several persons who had seen the Nile, and 
could draw a comparison, the waters, on subsiding, leave a thick 
slime, or mud, upon the surface, similar to that left by the Nile. It 
is certain that immediately after the inundation is imbibed, the 
Bedouins sow the seed upon the alluvial mud, without any previous 
preparation whatever. 'l'he inundation is usually accompanied 
by heavy rains, which set in a short time before the inundation, 
and become most copious during its height. I was informed that the 
rains are ushered in by hurricanes of incredible violence, blowing 
from the south every evening after sun-set. The rains Jast several 
weeks longer than the inundation; but they are not incessant, 
falling in heavy showers at short intervals. In the winter and spring, 
the people of TaKa obtain their water from deep wells, extremely 
copious, dispersed all over the country, but at a considerable 
<listance from each other; they are in groups of half a dozen 
together, with large Illud basins round them for the cattle to. drink 
from~ and as they supply the adjacent country to the distance 
of four or five miles, ,they are crowded the whole day with 

This year, as I learnt afterwards at So~akin, it began about the 26th or 29th of 
Jun<'. 
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shepherds and their flocks. The water 'of inost of these wells is 
brackish; but it is said that there is always found one hi each group 
of which the contents are sweeter than the rest. They are aug to 
the depth of from twenty-five to forty feet, and are not lined on the 
si.es with either brick or stones. 

The produce of Taka is very dis proportioned to what it might be 
in such a fine soil, every part of which is inundated, and where the 
inundation rarely fails. The people appear to be ignorant of tillage. 
They ha\re no regular fields; and the Dhourra, their only grain, 
is sown among the thorny trees, and Oshou r , by dibbling Jarge 
holes in the ground, into each of which a handful of the seed is 
thrown. After the harvest is gathered, the peasants return to their 
pastoral occupations; they seem never to have thought of irri
gating the ground for a second crop with the water which might 
every where be found by digging wells. Not less than four-fifths of 
the ground remain unsown; but as the qual1tity of Dhourra pro
duced is, generally, sufficient not only for their own consumption, 
but also for the supply of others, they never think of making any 
provisions for increasing it, notwithstanding that when the inunda
tion is not copious, or only partial (no one remelllbers its ever 
failing entirely), they suffer all the miseries of want. Twellty
four Mouds of Dhourra were bought here with one piece of 'fob 
Dammour; at Shendy the same price is given for seven Mouds. 
Calculating the price by dollars, nearly the ;ame quantity of 
Dhourra is obtained here for one Spanish dollar, as in U ppe~ 
Egypt, which is the cheapest corn-market in the East." The 
Dbourra is of the bellt quality, and of the same species as thllt of 
Upper Egypt, and the countries on the Nile, but it is much larger 

When I was in Upper Egypt, the Enfyb of the best wheat, about fifteen bushels, 
coat five patacks, equivalent to eleven bushels for a Spanish dollar. The Pasha mono
polized it, and eold it at Alexandria, for forty pataeks the Erdeyb, or eleven bushels for 
eigbtdollan. 
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grained, whiter, and bettet flavoured; it is therefore in great rc
q'uest, and w'hen i w\iS at Souakin, in the house of the Turkish 
officer of the 'customs,' I eat pf loaves made of this Dhourra, which 
were little inferior to wheaten , bread. , In the Djidda market the 
Taka Dhourra is sold twenty per cent. dearer than that gro~ 
in l<:gypt. I believe nothing else is cultivated except a few 
Bamyes and Loubycs. The people are extremely fond of onions, 
which have become a kind of currencl' between them and the 
SOU1~kin traders _; but no one has ever tried to grow them in 
Taka. 

Taka is as celebrated for its herds of cattle as for its Dhourra; 
they are very numerous; the cows are particularly handsome, and 
have all humps on the hack, like those on the Nile; they serve, 
as in Darfour and Kordofan, for a medium of exchange. The 
price of a large fat cow was four pieces of Dammour, or 
ninety-six Monds of Ohourra, which is equivalent to about two 
l~rdeybs, or thirty bushels\ The price of a strong camel is one
fourth more. As it was now the hottest part of the year, just 
before the period of the rains, when the ground is quite parched 
up, I saw few cattle. According to the annual custom, the herds 
had been sent several months before to the Eastern desert, where 
they feed in the mountains and fertile valleys, and where springs of 
water are found. ,.After the inundation, they are brought back to 
the plain. The camels of Taka are highly prized, from an idea 
tpat the young shoots of the acacia trees, on which they feed in the 
woods, render them stronger than camels fed with other food. 
The people use the skin of the long neck of the camel, so~d up 
on one side, and left open on the other, as sacks to transport their 
grain in, when travelling; their form is.very convenient for load
ing. The quantity of cattle woulJ be even greater than it is, were 
it not for the wild beasts which inhabit the forests, and destroy 
great numbers of them; the most common of these are lions, aDd 
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what they call tigers, but which I suppose to be leopards or 
panthers. I never saw any of these animals" but I -ileard theii 
howlings every night. The flocks of th.c enc[lmpment', pear which 
a few ~hcep are al\\\ays kept, are dr~+cn in the eVJ!ning into the 
aroo within the circle' of tents, and the openings in the thorny 
enclosure already described are tilled up with a heap of thorns. 
Noone dares stir out of this entrenchment during the night; it is 
sufficiently strong to be i,mpenetrable to the wild beasts, which 
prowl about it the whole' of the night, filling the air with their 
di~mal howls, which are answered by the incessant barking of 
the dogs within. It rarely happens that either lions or tigers are 
killed in these countries; when such an occurrence happens, it is 
in self-defence; for the inhabitants having no other weapons than 
f'owords and lances,- have little chance of conquering the king of 
the forest, of which this district appears to be a. favourite haunt. 
Some of the Shikhs, but very few, havc li<1n skins in their tents; 
they appeared to be of middling size; b,ut if the testimony- of the 
Hadendoa may be credited, a lion here sometimes reaches the 
size of a cow. Persons are frequently killen by them. In the 
woods wolves (~-:...i), Gazelles, and hares abound; and the 
Bedouins relate stories of serpents of immense slze, which often 
devour a sheep entire. The fiercest animals, however, that inha
bit these woods are the Bedjawy, or inhabitants of Bedja, them-

.selves. Great numbers of asses are kept by all these Be
douins. In the mountains of Negeyb, the Girafia is said to 
be very numerous; I saw a piece of the skin of one in the tent 
of 8 Hadendoa. Locusts are always seen in Taka, which seems 

• 
to be their breeding-place, from whence they 8pr~ad over 

The Souakin merchants are eqdllly UJ\Used to nre-arm.o;. A few Arabiana sometimes 

pass this way armed with matchlocks, in company with the Souakin taravans, on their road 
to Sbcndy or Sennaar. 
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other parts of Nubia. However innumerable their hosts may be, 
'they appea.r to' b@ incapahle of destroying 'the verdure of this 
country, as' sometimes happens in Egypt and Syria. Thosp. I 
saw were of the largest size~ with the upper wings of a red, and 
the lower of a yellow colour. The trees are full of pigeons, and 
crows in large flocks. I do not remember having seen any birds 
remarkable for their plumage. From the acacia trees gum arabic 
is collecteu, which is sold at Souakin to the Djidda merchants; 
from Djidda it finds its way to Egypt; but it is of an indifferent 
quaJity, owing, probably, to the moisture of the soil; for the best 
gum is produced in the driest deserts. 

The Hadendoa Bedouins, the only inhabitants of Taka seen by 
me, evidently belong to the same nation as the Bisharein, and' all 
the Eastern Nubians, with whom they have the same features, lan
guage, character, and manners. They are the strongest of the four 
tribes who people Ta~a; the Melikinab are the weakest. All these 
people are partly cultivC/.tors and partly Bedouins. Each tribe 
has a couple of large villages built in the desert~ on the border of 
the cultivable soil, where some inhabitants are always to be f<:lUnd, 
and to which the whole population, excepting those who tend the 
cattle in the interior of the desert, repain; during the rainy season. 
When the waters subside the Bedouins then spread over the whole 
district, pitching their Douars or camps in those places where they 
hope for the best pasturage, and moving about from month to 
month, until the sun parches up the herbage; the settlers in the 
village meantime sow the ground adjoining the neighbouring desert. 
The camps consist of huts formed of mats, like those of Atbara. 
There are also a few huts with mud walls, resembling those in the 
countries on the Nile, bnt smaller: even of the settlers, however, the 
greater part prefer living in the o~n cduntry, under sheds, to inha
biting close d weIlings. Besides the villages just described, there 
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are others within the ferti1e districts~ which are built upon insulated 
sandy spots, like islands, somewhat eievated. aljove 'the general' 
level. I enquired whether there were any m,irshes, or"litrge ponds 
of stagnant water i~ Taka, but.was ansfered in the negative. 

1'he encampment where we remained consisted of from one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred tents, divided into four Douars, 
or circles; these were separated from each other by fences lower 
than the general thorny enclosure, by which the whole were sur
rounded. In every settlement in Taka, as at Shendy and At
bara, there are several Bouza huts, and many public women, ,,~ith 
some of whom even the most re~peetable of the Souakin merchants 
took up their quarters. These women seemed to me to be more 
decent in their behaviour than those of the same description in the 
countries OIl the Nile; at least they seldom appeared abroad during 
the day, whereas the others were seen walking about at all hours. 
Both sexes wear the common N lIbian dress, a) Dammour shirt, and 
a cloke of the same stuff thrown over the sJlOulders. I obsel'\~d one 
peculiarity amongst tlJe women, that of wearing brass or silver 
rings on their toes; many of them wear leathern aprons, instead of 
the Dammour cloth which the Nubian women generally wrap 
round the middle; the same custom prevails amongst the Bedouins 
of the Hedjaz. 1n their tents they suspend various ornaments of 
white shells, 'Voda (~J)' from the Red Sea, intermixed with 
!)lackostrieh feathers. All the women go unveiled, and the most 
respectable think it no shame whatever to receive a man in theil 
tent, and to be seen chatting with him during the hushand's ab~ 
senee. This, however, never happened to me, for whenever I pre
!jented myself before a tent, the ladies greeted me with loud 
screams, and waved with their hands for Qle to depart instandy. 
Nothing astonished them more'than my beard and mustachios; 
for the beards of the Bedouins never grow long or thick, and they 
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cut their mustachios vel'Y short, it being a disgrace amongst them 
to wear them lo'ng,cand considered as great a mark of slovenliness 
tiS an unshdrn beard' among ,Europeans. 

In almost every village .¢r found one or two individuals who had 
been on the Hadj, and who exercised the functions of Faiys, 
They are the only persons who trouble themselves about religious 
ceremonies, the people generally being entirely ignorant of the 
Mohammedan law and religion. In, some instances they act 
directly contrary to the djctates of Mohammed, as for example, in 
eating the blood of slaughtered animals, which is prepared by 

placing it over the fire tin !t coagulates, when some salt is 
mixed with it, and butter po~red upon it. Cows blood is most 
esteemed for this dish, which is equally common in Dartour, as I 
was inf()rmed by the N egroe slaves from that country. They eat 
no flesh raw excepting the liver, or kidneys; these the Ar,abian 
Bedouins, and the ihhabitants of Svrin, also eat raw with salt. 
The raw marrow of cqws is considered a great dainty. When 
their cattle is near the encampment they live almost wholly upon 
milk, particularly that of the camel. 'Vhen a company is col
lected, a large bowl of milk is set on the ground in the midst of 
them, and is handed round at intervals of about five minutes, for 
C\'cry one to sip a little; when empti.ed the bowl is fiHed again, and 
thus continues as long as the guests remain. 

The Hadendoa are very indolent; the business of the house i~ 

left to the wives and slaves, while the men pass the day either in 
paying an idle v~it to some neighbouring encampment, or at home 
reclined upon the Angareyg, smoking their pipes, and generally 

• 
going drunk to bed in the evening. To each other they shew 
great hospitality, but towards strangers I never saw a more pitiless 
race of people, which is the mole remarkable from its beiri.g so 
contrary to the general disposition of the Bedouins, one ofWbose 



TAKA. 

first considerations is how to supply the wants of the stranger. In
hospitaHty to strangers seems to be a marked cJlar~cterjstic both of 
this people and of those of Souakin. In the market village near oUl" 

<1-, 

encampment I could never obtain a d,fop of water without paying 
fOl" it in Dhourra; and in our own ericampment 1 was obliged to 
pay for the hire of a mat for a few minutes, to spread a little 
Dhourra meal upon in order to dry it in the sun. The poor Ne~ 
groe pilgrims who pass through Taka in their way to Mekka, 
.complain bitterly of this want of hospitality. Several of them 
were here during our stay, and lived in the encampment; ,they 
used to go round in the evening wtth their wooden bowls to beg for 
il liltle bread, when they knew th3'1 the people were at supper; but 
from two hundred tents they never could collect enough to make a 
lneal sufficient for themselves; and myself and companions were 
obliged to entertain two of them every evening at supper. 'Vhere no 
feelings of generosity exist, the baser passions ~asily find access. The 
people of Taka are as noted for their bad faith as for their i'lhospi-

• 
tality; they live in continual broils with each other, which are 
not terminated by open llOstility, but by a warfare of treachery, 
,wherein each man endeavours to surprise and destroy his enemy 
hy secret contrivances. Even in their own encampments they arc 
armed with a spear, sword, and shield; and when they go to any 
.distance it is generally in parties. During my stay two men were 
murdered in the woods by some persons unknown. The people of 
the caravan never ventured out of the encampment except in large 
parties; in the ;e\Tening it was our practice to fQqll a small caravall 
to proceed to the wells to fill our water-skins, taking care to keep 
as close together as possible. Treachery is not considered here as 
criminal or disgraceful, and the Hadendoa is not ashamed to boast 
Df his bad faith, whenever it has\Jed t.o the "attainment of his object. 
The SQualcin people ~sured me that no oath can bind a man of 
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1'aka; that which alone they hesitate to break is when ,they swear,. 
"By my oWn health" (~t.: ~:~J)' A Hadendoa. seldom scruples 
fb kill his companion 'OIl" the road in order to possess himself of the 
most trifling article ofvalue~if he entertains a hope of doing it with 
impunity; hut the retaliation of blood exists in fulJ force. Amoog 
the Hallenga, who draw their origin from Abyssinia, a horrible cus
tom is s1!id to attend the revenge of blood; when the slayer has 
been seized by the relatives of the decea,sed, a tiimily feast is pro
cJaimed, at which the murderer is brought into the midst of them, 
bound upon an Angarcyg, and while his throat is slowly cut with a 
razor, the blood is caught in a bowl, and handed round amongst 
the guests, erery one of whom is bound to drink of it, at the mo
ment the victim breathes his last. 1 cannot vouch for the truth of 
this, although several persons asserted it to be a tact, and I heard 
no one contradict it. I might, perhaps, have come to the know
ledge of several othe .. strange customs amongst these savages, had 
I undei'stood their langua,ge, or met with man,Y of them who spoke 
Arabic; it was not sufficient to have found one or two who were 
acquainted ,,,ith that language, for they will not endure to be 
plagued with questions, when no advantage is to be gained by 
answering thein, and a tra\'ellcr circumstanced as I was, can only 
obtain inforrrwtion of this kind by listening to general conversation, 
or hy endeavouring to draw it insensibly to the subject upon 
which he wishes to he informed. 

To treachery t.he people ofTaku add a great propensity to theft. 
'Ve had all occasion to corn plain of their pilfering habits, but par
ticu1arly a Sowakiny, who lodged in the tent of one of the principal 
Bedouins of the encampment: his leathern sack was cut open 
during the night, and ope hundred ounces of gold taken out of it. 
'We missed every morning some krifles; but our preCt:lutions were 
sllch, that nothing of value could be taken away without aW'aken-



TAKA. 397 

iug ;us. One day when I was in the market-place measuring some 
Dhourra, the Ferdes (or quarter ofa piece) of Dammour, :which I had 

~ 

thrown over my shoulder to expose it for sab, was taken off with" . 
out myimmediate~y missing it, althouf-;ll all the bye-standers saw 
th~ thief walking off with it. As sood as I discovered the robbery 
I pursued him, but as I found him armed, and more than a match 
·for me, and as others interfered in his favour, I thought m),self for
tunate in recovering two-thirds of the value of the Dammour in 
Dhourra, the ·thief keeping the remainder to himself for the trouble 
he had had in stealing the whole. 

Their own quarrels, and their national enmity to the Bisharein, 
with whom they are never known to be at peace, have rendered the 
people of Taka a warlike nation. The)' use the same weapons as 
the inhabitants of the Nile countries; bows and arrows are un
known amongst them. Their chiefs ]<eep horses, and arm them
selves with coats of mail. They are said to.be brave, but I never 
saw scars on an)' part of their bodies except the back. Tl~e isame 

remark applies to all the people of Nubia, where I have never seen 
any individuals with scars upon their hreasts, while .the backs of 
most of the men bear the marks of large wounds, in which they 
seem to pride themselves. The shield is said to protect the sides 
from blows. I found a custom llere, which in my journey towards 
D6ngola I hadbeen told of, as existing among the .Bisharein; when a 
young man boasts of his superior prowess, in the presence of ano
tber, the Jatter draws his .knife and inflicts several flesh wounds in 
his own arms,shoulders, and sides; he then giy-es the koife to the 
boaster, who is b~und in hono,ur . .to inflict still deeper wounds upon 
his own body, or yield for ever in reputation to his anta8Qnist. 
They are certainly ·.a strong and .hardy .race of men ; and 
are more robus~ and muscula, than any Bedouins I ever saw . 

• 
~;Q"ting,'Win~r'''''y live almost wholly upon flesh apd jmilk, tasting 
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very little bread; and it is to this they attribute their strength. 
The only disease 'Yhich they dread is the small-pox, which made 
great l'av~ges among them last year, and had not yet entirely 
disappeared; a neighbour~g encampment wa~ still infected, and 
all communication had in ~onsequence been cut off betweev it 
and the surrounding encampments. The disease was first brought 
here by the Souakin merchants, from whence it has spread over aU 
the countries on the Nile. 

On the skirts of the desert, at a quarter of an hour from our en
campment, was a village called Souk Hadendoa, or the market. 
place of Hadendoa (the Arabic word Souk J,...being used in the 
native idiom), the residence of the great chief of the Taka Haden
doas. On the sands behind the village a market is held once a week, 
which is frequented by great numbers of Bedouins and country
people; I visited it twice, and occasioned no little amusement and 
astonishment among ~he strangers, to whom I was an object of the 
gre~te~t curiosity; but I always excited much more contempt and 
disgust amongst the women than amongst the men. The Black 
traders with whom I lived accompanied me to this market, where 
we sold various articles brought from Shendy, for Dhourra, which 
iR the common currency here. Bedouins who take dollars are sel. 
dom found at Taka, but Dammour is in great demand. The fol
lowing were the articles brought to market by the country people, 
besides cattle. A variety of mats and baskets made of reeds, and of 
the leaves of the Doum tree, which is common in the valleys of the • 
·desert tQ the N. and E. Earthen pots for cooking, and for 
ablution (Ibareik aUoudhou ,..;,,1l1 IY-:)~I); the latter are of 
the • annexed form, and are bought by theSouakin people 
and carried to ibe Hedjaz; all the NegrOC$, .and other poor 
Hadjis carry one of th~m for their daily ablutions.-Camel 
.~addles; ropes, made of reeds; !ides; water-skins; a few .foo;is. 
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which are met with all over Nubia; dried·camel'sflesh (butter was 
no where to be procured, the flocks beinE at a diSJ,ani:e) ; ·the Allobe 
and Nebek fruits; of the latter they make hercca sort ofViscidjeJly, 
which has an agreeable taste. Tama, tJfe bark of a tree similar to 
tha. which I observed· at Shendy under the name of Gyrfe, of 
like taste, and used for the same purposes; in the mountains south 
of Hall eng a it is called Basinya. Gum arabic. Gharab, the pulse 
of the acacia, with which leather is tanned. Salt, brought from 
Souakin, which forms a considerable article. Black Ostrich 
feathers; these are the feathers of the female ostrich; the white 
feathers are sold privately to the Souakin traders. Some black
smiths attend the market; a slave works the be])ows, while the mas
ter is employed in mending knives, lance heads, or the iron chains 
which are used for tying the fore legs of the camels during the 
night. 

The principal article sold by the foreign me¥chants is tobacco, as 
well the produce of Senn~ar as of Persia and the Yemen. that 

• 
which comes from the latter countries is called here Suratty, and is 
the yellow leaved sort called 'I'ombac in thp. Hedjaz and Egypt, 
and which is smoked in the East in the Persian pipe or Nargyle; 
being much stronger than the Sennaar tobacco, it is preferred in 
Taka principally for the manufacture of snuff, of which the people 
are very fond; the snuff is prepared by mixing natron or salt with 
the pulverised tobacco. No man or woman is seen without a 
small gourd, the size of a goose's egg, in which they carry their 
snuff. The Souakin traders sell here also rwtron, which they bring 
from Shendy; all kinds of spices, especially cloves, which are in 
great demand among the Hallenga; incense, beads, and hardwctre; 

but the chief articles are tobacco, Dammoul', and cloves. Dhourra 
is· taken in exchli'nge for all these~articles, and is the main object 
with the -merchants from Souakin, because that place depends 
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'Solely upon Taka for its supply of 'this necessary of life, none, or 
very littIe;being cultivated in its neighbourhood. The Dhourra of 
Taka is im'ported in 'to Souakin in such quantities that many ship
loads of it can at any time\lle sent from thence' to Djidda, where it 
is always to be purchased in the markets. I need hardly add,4Ithat 
the intercourse between Taka and Souakin is in consequence ex
tremely brisk; a fortnight seldom passes without some arrivals 
from the latter place; and as camels flre very chenp, the expense 
of transport is proportionally small; nevertheless the Dhourra at 
Souakin was JUSt four times dearer than at Taka, twelve measures 
being sold for one dollar; but it was still sufficiently cheap to 
enable the dealers to transport it to Piidda, and there sell it to 
advantage. During the last famine Taka. supplied the ,,,hole 
valley of the Nile from Shendy to l\fograt with Dhourra. 
There are several market places in the district similar to the one I 
have descrihed; th~t of the Hallenga is said to he the largest, and 
Dho~rra is even cheaper there than it is in this part of Taka. 
The Tob Dammour was there worth from thirty-two to thirty-six 
l\fouds. Several of our people rode thither to sell their tobacco. 

The direct road from Taka to Shendy is rendered unsafe by the 
incursions of the Shukorye, which obliges the Taka people bound 
for that place to go by Goz Hadjeb and Atbara. Small caravans 
sorrietimes go straight from Taka to Sennaar for Dammour and to
bacco; from the most southern limits· of the Hallenga they travc:l 
half a day to the village of Menan; from thence three- days across 
a sandy desert, without water, to the river Atbara, where its banks 
are inhabited by the Arabs Omran, who speak Arabic. From .. 
the Atbara they reach, after two days des~rt journey, the Arabs 
Dhebdayle (~l.~~), who possess considerable herds of cows and 

t . • camels. From thence a journey of· one -day among 'Woodsal1d 
cultivated spots, to the . village of 'Dentler, and 'two·days mere, 
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across a desert bring them to Sennaar, making in the whok a 
journey of eight or nine .days, slow march, but. not in oft straight 
line. This 1'{)ute is much fre4uented by the N":groe pilgt4ns. The 
above distances were given to me by at;nan from Dar Saley, who 
periOrllled the journey wit.h a boy, and'! without a guide. He was 
well treated by the Arabs Omran, fi'om whose tents he performed 
tha journey to Menan across thc desert, without a guide, directing 
his course by the stars. 'I;he accuracy of his statements I believe 
may be depended on. The following is the account which I re
ceived of the route towards Ras el I'il, but I am not so well cou
vinced of its correctness as of that of thc preceding. 

From the last settlements of the Hallengas, one long journey to 

the "Arabs Fohara (~\.sJ); from thenee to 'Wady Omran (~f'\)' 

oned~y and a half. To Ayaye ("'::~) one <.lay; and from thence 
in two days to Ha.s el Fil (J~.iJ\ v-~), 011 the route from Sennnar to 
Gondar. Three dClyS below the Arabs Omoon, towards Goz on 
the AtbHra, is a large settlement of Sh\lkorye, called Ga.baryb 
(~:J~)' which was stated to be as large as Shendy; its name ofte 
occurred in the conversat,ions of the people of '('aka. 

Great animosity seems to prevail between the Hallengas and the 
AbyssiniHns. the Jalter never being mentioned by them without 
some opprobrious epithet, the mlldest of which is Kafer. 1 had 
heard in Upper Egypt, and at Berber, that caravans sometimes 
pepart from the Hallengas for Massouah; and 1 was a1terwards 
told at Djidda, by some Massouah merchants, that Hallcugas were 
sometimes seen at that place with cows for sale; but I could he~r 
of no such intercourse during my stay at Taka. The Hallengas 
,have 11 slight commercial in terc(~mse with the Abyssinians ot.tbe 

. . 
province calledWaikayt. Had I seen t.pe least probability of 
making, myway~towa.rds MassoAah, I should have attempted it, 
.for-that part&f\tbeeo~ appeared to me to ,be very ~nteresting; 
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it would hmre led me'through the dwellings of many tribes who 
form the iinks' of ·the chain by which the Ahyssinians are eon~ 
neeted with the Arahs, nnd whose manners, no doubt, present 
striking originalities; but \'lfter wh~t I observed of the character 
of the people of Taka, I did not think that I shonld have the 8[.all
est chance of being able to protect my little property after quit
ting my companions the Souakin merchants; and from what I 
saw of the hospitality of these peop]e,~I was certain that if once 
stripped I should perish of want. To have engaged one of 
these savages as a guide would have been of little avail, had 
he even proved faithful, as he could not have ensured my safety 
for more than one day's journey, or as far as the limits of his 
own tribe. I should then have faUen amollg strangers, all intent 
upon plundering me of whatever I possessed, while I should have 
had nothing to offer in my defence, and could hardly ha\'e made 
myself understood, 'fery few people in those parts speaking Arabic. 
I ho}1e, therefore, I shaU not be blamed for abandoning this pro
ject, while, on the other hand, I had reasonable hopes of reaching 
Souakin in safety. I heard at Taka that 80uakin and Massouah 
were at equal distances from the HaHengas. 

I was not molested during my stay at Taka, and nothing particu
Jar)y disagreeable happened to me; but I learnt afterwards, that I 
had nearly been reduced to a most distressing situation, a grown 
up slave of one of my companions having formed the design of 
stealing my camel, and selling it at a neighbouring encampment, in 
which case I should probably never have recovered it. OUf camels 
were drifen into the woods every morning to feed, under the 
care of the slaves; mine was entrusted to, my own slave-boy; 
during the mid-day heat, when the slaves sometimes indulged in 
"leep, camels belonging to the c.ravan were occasionally lost,and 
mine would certainly have shared the .me fate~ had not the 1l't~n 



TAKA. 

Who intended to steal it communicated hj~ intention to another, 
who informed me of it. I complained to his Ql8ster, wbo repri .. 
manded him severely, and from that day It/ever petruitted my 
camel to pasture abroad, but kept it ir(~be camp, and fed it with 
Dh.Jurra. To prevent their best cathels from being stolen, the 
merchants are in the habit of fastening their fore legs with hcavy 
iron chains, which being locked on, and not removable without a 
key, prevent at 1east any a,ttempt to dri\,c off the animal sudden)y. 
The day after our arrival the chief of the encampment treated the 
whole party with a breakfast and supper of Dhourra, in a state of 
thin paste, sent round to each mess. Two days after, he ordered 
a couple of cows to be slaughtered, in honour of our arrival; a 
part of the flesh was intended for my companions the Tekayrnc 
and myself, but the slaves of the Souakin merchants got hold of it, 
and it disappeared in an instant. In return for this hospitality we 
were obliged to make a present to the chief, of a Ferde Dammour, 
equivalent to about twelve measures of .qhourra, for each skwe in 
the caravan, which amounted in aU to nearly twenty times the 
value of the bread and meat he had given us. No direct duties 
are paid here, neither do the Taka people pay any at Soualin. 

By the 14th the merchants of the caravan had sold all their cot
ton stuffs and tobacco; and some of them had already set off with 
a small party on their return t() Goz Radjeb. We had learnt that, 
on the morning of our departure from opposite tbat place, the 
• Bisharein arrived there jn superior force, but that they retired 
again when they found, by the extinguished fires of the caravan 
and the cold ashes, that we had got a long start of them. On the 
eve of our depart~re from Taka the caravan was joined by se\~ral 
people of the place with loads of Dhourra~ Our own merchants 
bad conv.e.rted all, their goods intp Dhourra, and had loaded their 
cqu:lell .~ the utm.o&t, ~'y, ClQuld bear. . A large party of Negroe 
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pilgrims also joined, and we furmed -in all a caravan of about three 
hundred camel's. ,Our departure was extremely irregular; the 
principal ,::hief had ~et out 011 the '14th, and we thought that we 
should remain several days~onger, when the second chief broke up 
suddenly, and began to load. One of my companions was tllU8 

obliged to abandon an outstanding debt, which made him a losef' 
to the amount of twenty measures of Dhourra; he hesitated 10Dg 
whether or 110t he should stay behind, ip order to recover it, and 
repair to Souakin with some future carav.an; but prudence got the 
bertcr of avarice, and we marched off early on the morning qf 
the 15th of June. Before our final departure we were beset by all 
the people of the Douar endea\rouring to obtain some small pre
sents from us before we left them; they had p]aglied us during-the 
whole of our stay, especially the women, who left no arts of co
quetry untried, in order to possess themseh'cs of the objects of 
their wishes. One of the cousins of the chief, who bad just been 
married, was particularly importunate. Knowing that she looked 

( , 

on me with disdain and derision, I could not help admiring her 
subtilty and address in persuading me h.Y signs, tbat she had COD

ceived a great affection for me, giving me plainly to understand 
that for a handful of cloves she would refuse me nothing. Her 
own people prohably knew that the whole was a trick to get from 
me something of value; it was some satisfaction to me, therefore, 
that all her arts were ineffectual, and that she did not succeed in 
obtaining the smallest present from me. 

During the whole of my stay in this encampment, as well as at 
Shendy, I affected tlle greatest sanctity of manners, imitating, as 
fIr as possible, the :Fakys, whose character is the more respected 
in these countries from their enjoying the reputation of great learn .. , 
ing, and of exemplary private ccJonduct. 'l'his is .the chatacter.Gf: 
the whole body, but it is well known boW'unworthy ma.n.ymdiu~j 
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duals are of it, and that all their actions are governed by hypocrisy. 
Superstitious prejudices, and respect fot a religion which appears 
more awful from the great bulk of the people being ighorant of its 
tenets; fear, perhaps,of incantations,pncl the great respect shewn 
towards each other, stilI tend to keep 'up the popular belief that a 

Harlji must be a being superior in virtue and sanctity; and if he 
ever proves the contrary, no one is bold enough to accuse him, as 
the whole body would then become the enemy of the accuser. It 
is much the same with the Olemas in Turkey and Arabia; their 
real character is well known; but they continue to enjoy great cre
dit, because no one likes to be the first to raise his hand against 
them; and they are protected by the government, which finds 
them useful in enslaving the multitude, and in directing public 
opinion. 

During the two last days of our stay at Taka, we were greatly 
alarmed by intelligence from Souakin that a man of Taka had 
~en killed there by a Hadherebe. Th~ Hadendoa deliberated 
whether they should not detain all the individuals of the caravan 
till they knew the result of the affair, and they would probably 
have done it had not another Bedouin arrived soon after, with in ... 
formation that the businestl had been settled by the Souakiny pay
ing the price of blood. 

JOURNEY FROM TAKA TO SOVAKIN. 

, June 15th.-J ust as we started a violent wind rose and conti
nued the whole of the morning.; the sand flew about in every direc .. 
tioa, and caused us to miss our way. Our general direction ·was 
N. E. bY,N.'We passed alternately sandy, and fertile ground, the 
1atteri which traverses the desert ib narra' .. strips, is regularly inun
~ by-the wateftJ f)fT-aka. At the end of about four hours we 
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reached the extremity of this cultivable tract, where high acacias 
were growing. 'Hf.re we found the principal chief of the caravan 
waiting for Us. In the afternoon we continued in the same direc
tion, over the desert plain, a,nd halted after a da.y's march of nine 
or tell hours. After sunset (we were involved in a violent whirl. 

'wjnd: during which the camels became .:unruly, and we were obliged 
to. remain on the spot till it ceased. 

June 16th.-We continued in the dir~ction of N. E. by N. We 
had now with us eighteen or twenty o~ the Tekayrne, ur Negroe 
pilgrims. 'fekroury, the singular of this name, is not derived from a 
country called l'ekrour, as is generally supposed in the East, and 
which has misled all the Arabian geographers, uut from the verb 

Takorror C;P), to multiply, renew, to sift, to purify, to invigorate; 
i. e. their religious sentiments, by the study of the sacred book, 
and by pilgrimage. The appellation is bestowed on all Negroes who , 
come from the west, i\1 search of learning (Taleb 0101, ~ ~U:.-or 
simpl.t Taleb), or for the,Hadj, of whatever country they mily be. 
They do not call themselves by this name ofTekroury, which many 
assured me they had never heard till they reached the limits of Dar
four. All these pilgrims can read and write a little; and they all 
belong to the cla.ss stylc~d Faky (plur. Fakiha). I never found any 
of them quite itJiteratc. After making some progress in the schools 
of their country, (schools being met with in all the .Mohammedan 
countries of Africa,) they proceed to Mekka for the Hadj, or in 
order to study the Koran and the commentaries upon it, in that 
'place and Medinah; or to Cairo, for the same purpose; but 
the greater part go for the Hadj; at present there are not 
more than twelve in the mosque EI Azhar at Cairo, ancl I did not 
find above double tha~ number in the great mosque at MekkQ.~ 

where they are occupied chiefly i~ learning the Koran by heart, in 
the belief, that they can never forget a <chapter wbich they have·, 
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once learnt in the Beitullah (house of Gotl). The greater part of 

the Tekayrne who visit Mekka come from the schools of Darfour, 
the principal of which are at Kondjara~ in Hie neighb'ourhood ' of 
Kobbe. Those frolR the most western ounntries who pass this road· 
are-from Bahr el Ghazal and Bagerme.{ All the Black Hadjis from 

the countries to the west of Bagerme, from Bournou as far as Tim
buctou, either travel with the }<'ezzan, or great Moggrebyn pilgrim 
caravan, or proceed by sea, from the coast of Barbary. Theirmo
tives for undertaking the jOttrney are, partly a sincere desire to fulfil 
the precepts of their religion, and partly the am bition of enjoying 

afterwards the credit which the Hadj confers in their own country 
upon those who have performed it, and which is of course in pro
portion to the difficulty of the journey. 

Some of the Tekayrne of Darfour and Kordofan are pussessed of 
considerable property, and trade during their journey. At Djidda 
I met with a man from Darfour with three Of' four female attenu
ants, and half a dozen female slaves, whi~h formed his hou~hold, 

besides the slave!! he carried with him for sale; but the greater 
part of them are quite destitute, and find their way to Mekka, alld 
back to theil' own country, by begging, and by what they can 
earn by their manual labour on the road. The equipments of all 

these pilgrims are exactly alike, and consist of a few rags tied 
round the waist, a white woollen bonnet, a leathern provision sack: 

.. carried on a long stick over the shoulder, a leathern pouch con· 

taining a book of prayers, or a copy of a few chapters of the 
Koran, a wooden tablet, one foot in length, by six inches in 
breadth, upon which they write charms, or prayers, for themselves 
or others to learn by heart, an inkstand formed of a small gourCl, a 
bowl to drink QUt. of, or to collect "ictuals jn from the chari~ble, 
asmalLeartben pot for ablution,.,ud a long string of beads hanging 

in ttumy"turns r()ug.~ , :~ neck. The Tekayrne seldom travel 



a.lone, -at Jeastthey nev« set out atone ·· upon their joorney ; they 
generally form 'paJties of about half Ii dozen, and as opportullity 
OB'er&, joiJl 'some caravan on the road, or proceed by themselves. 
Their usual route to Mekka is by Siout, by Sennaar, or by Shendy. , ' 
'Chose from the most western countries meet at Darfour ; after 
which, such only as can afford to travel with the Darfour caravan, 
(which requires capital sufficient to buy camels and provisions for 
the journey through the desert), repai.r to Siout, from whence 
they proceed to Djidda, b.y the \vay of Kosseir. The pilgrims 
who go by Sennaar cume from Kordofan, and pursue their jour
ney by three different routes; viz. 1, through the interior of Abys
sinia, by Gondar and Axum, to Massouah; 2, along the Nile from 
Sennaar to Shendy; and, 3, from Sennaar to Taka, by the way of 
Ras el Fil, and from thence to Hallenga, by which they escape the 
journey through the desert. Those who travel by the first foute 
complain of being ill-treate.d by the Christians of Abyssinia, of 
neve.-.bcing allowed to epter any house, or even court-yard, and of 
being fed like dogs (as they express it) before the threshold. 
They, however, always obtain a copious evening meal. At Mas-
80uah they remain a few weeks, till they earn by their labour suffi
cient to pay their passage-money by sea either to the nearest coast 
of Yemen, which is one dollar, or to Djidda, which is two dollars. 
Their usual rendezvous is Hodeyda, the sea-port of Yemen, from 
whence they proceed to Mekka, by land, passing through th€\ 
hospitable tribes of Bedouins in the mountains of the Hedjaz. I 
estimate the number of Negroe pilgrims who pas!; by this route 
annually to Mekka at about one hundred and fifty, or two' hun. 

dred. Many Tekayme are settled in the sea-ports of Yemen, as 
well as at Djidda and Mekka. The third route is preferred-by all 
il · h ' P gnms w 0 are able to make aiCODlrnoo purse in order to -buy a 

camel for the transport of water and· prcM1ions; and tbe.tare sure 



of finding at Taka, after a short stay , !ume. mere:ru.iMS. fro. Soon ... 
kin, in whose company they can proceed to tha~ pJgce. 

The route most frequented by them is that from Darfow f1t 

Kordofan straight to Shendy. The la~f£r part only of this route 
pretents any difficulty; iIi the inhabited districts they everywhere. 
find hospitable people, who pride themselves ih giving alms to the 
poor Fakiha. But from the limits of the dominions of Kordofan to 
Shendy is a journey of five, days through a desert, without water, 
the dread of which often induces them to take either the circuitous 
route by Sennaar, or to wait at Kordofim for the rainy season, when 
waterisfound in plenty in the barren tract. At Shendythey generally 
remain some time to recruit their strength, visiting every evening 
the .tesidence of the foreign merchant!;, and ~itting down without 
ceremony to their supper. In general. the Tekroury is under little 
anxiety; wherever he finds himself comfortabl'y situated there he will 
remain for weeks together; and he prefers tak.ng a circuitous road 
of fourteen da'ys through a country whcrt~ he knows that he will 
find charitable inhabitants, to passing a desert or inhospitable tract 
of only two days. From Shendy they aU proceed to Darner, and 
this road is never unfrequented by parties, consisting of half a 
dozen or a dozen of them. On arriving at a village they disperse 
among its families, and re-assemble again in the evening to partake 
in common of the victuals which the charity of the inhabitants 
has provided for them . 
• 

At Darner the two principnl pilgrim routes separate, and they 
either proceed along the Nile towards Egypt, or ascend the banks 
of the Mogren and Atbara, as far as Goz Radjeb, from whence they 
cross over to Taka and to Souakin. The former is a long but a 

less fatiguing journey; and the nearer they. approach Egypt the 
more charity they find among th~f! inhabitants on the Nile. 'he 

Arabs Sheygya pique theIPSelvesoD their boullty to the Tekayrne, 
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in return for which the pilgrim is sure to be stripped of every thing 
of value that He rpay possess. Their little property is tolerably 
secure on,rhe road from Darfour to Shendy, where they are pro
tected by the government; . but from thence th~y are in a very dif. 
ferent predicament. At Sbendy they . usually exchange whattver 
they possess for gold, as they can secrete it with greater facility 
than any other article of value; but as this is known to be their 
practice, they are frequently iIl-treatf(d on the road, in conse
quence of it. I have been assured by many, that among the 
Bedouins of Atbara and Taka, as well as among the Sheygya, 
they are often stripped to the skin, in search of their gold, and 
that all their hooks, and even their inkstands, are examined, no 
means being left untried to rob them of the little cash or gold they 
may have about them. The Sheygya compensate, in some de
gree, for their rapacity, by their otherwise hospitable conduct; 
but the Bedouins on. the A tbara and at Taka are as uncharitable as 
they are greedy of boot,Y, aud subject the poor travellers to great 
hardships. 

The pilgrims who follow the course of the Nile, stop a short time 
in the villages of Upper Egypt, in many of which are foundations 
annexed to the revenues of the mosques,'" for the entertainment of 
the passing Tekayrne during three days. At Esne everyone 
receives one piaster from the mosrplC, at parting. If they are 
entirely destitute of money they endeavour, by manual Jabour or , ~ 

hv writing charms, to collect as much as will pay, at the time of 

The mosque EI Azhar is famoull for itt! pious foundations for the relief of poor tra.. 

yellers of various nations. In this building the Upper Egyptians, the Negroes, the Mag
gret,yns,. the Abyssinians, (or Djebert, as they are called,) the Yemeny, the Indianll, the 

Afghans and Soleymany, the Bokharaa, the Penians, the Kurds, the Anatoliaos the . , . 
Syrians, &C. 8tc. have each their separate (Sfab1i8hment, called Rouaks, OVe!' which . one 
of the principal Olemas of Cairo presides;· these topher form the Olema ofEl Azbar. 
a body which has often made Pashas tremble. 
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the Hadj their passage from Kosseir to- Djidda, otherwise they 
rely on the charity of some Turkish Hadji, to P!lY it f~r .them. The 
Kosseir route is most usually foHowed by them; few yisit Cairo, 
although there is a public foundation. in Lhe mosque EI Azhar, in 
wlioich a small number of them, no~ exceeding, I think, forty 
(for more than that number seldom unite together, except in the 
time of the Hadj), are fed daiJy with bread and broth. Those who 
pass Cairo follow the gr~at pilgrim caravan to Mekka, and the 
Emir el Hadj has strict orders from the Sultan, to furnish with 
food and water all the Negroes who have no beasts of burthen of 
t.heir own. 

The route most frequented by the N egroe pilgrims is that from 
Damer along the Mogrcn to Taka, and from thence to Souakin; 
I do not over-rate the number who pa!'>s this way at five hundred 
annually; as I have before said, they never travel in large parties; 
but a few are seen almost daily passing alQng the banks of the 
river. At Darner, such as can possibl'y afford it, bu'y asses, and 

• load them with Dhourra meal for th~ir provisions on the road ; 
these proceed in parties of twenty, alJd make with their sticks a 
determined resistance when assailed b'y robbers in the open coun
try; in the villages or encampments they are certain of protection 
from the chief, at least that they shall not be robbed oftheif beasts 
and provision. From Taka they proceed with the caravans to Soua
kin, where they wait till they find a ship to convey them to Djidda. 
The usual fare is fromane to two dollars. ·While I was at Souakin, 
a party of at least fifty returned to Taka, because the masters of 
the vessels, then lying in the harbour, refused to take less than two 

dollars for each passenger; they otfered one dollar, and this being 
refused, they quittedSouakin with the intention, after reaching . ~ 

Taka, of proceedillg to Masso~ah, where they were certain that 
OIle dollar, which wAs all they could afford, would provide them 

sF 
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a conveyance to the ·coast of the Yemen; fOT <the sake of 
this advantage 'th~y entered upon a journey of at least thirty 
daj's, and re'ckoned that on so well frequented a road they should 
be able to defray their expe.nses by labour or .by begging. Dis
tance is scarcely ever taken' into c6nsideration by these pilgri~s, 
nor indeed by any Bedouins or traders in those countries; fatigue 
they care little about; loss of time !It ill less; one object only 
occupies their attention, under the two {OTms of a direct gain and 
the saving of expense. When I corne to speak of Souakin, I shall 
have aD opportunity · of adding some further remarks on the con
veyance of these pilgrims by sea; and in my description of m)' 
journey in the Hedjaz, I shall have occasion to recur to the sub. 
" / 

ject, and to describe the proceedings of the Tekayrne after tbeir 
arrival in Arabia. 

It will readily be conceived that the danger and fatigue inci. 
dent to the journey prove fatal to great numbers of the pilgrims; 
perhaps one-sixth fall victims to their zeal; the greater part of the 

f 

diseases by which they are attacked on the road arise from theil" 
being almost destitute of clothing; many perish in the deserts 
through want and fatigue, and others are murdered; but as all who 
die on the road are looked upon as martyrs, these contingen
cies have little effect in diminishing the annual numbers, or in 
diverting others from their purpose. Although the greater num
ber of the pilgrims are slout young men, yet it is not rare to see 
women foilowing their husbands to,the Hadj; and almost incredi-' 
vIe as it may seem, one of the men who joined our caravan at Taka 
was blind. He had come from Borgho, to the wefilt of Darfour, 
in c()mpany with three others, and was continually led by a stick, 
which one of his companions held in his hands as he marched be
fore him; I ;aw this ~an after~ards begging in the moSque at 
Mekka, and again at Medina, sitting on the threshold of the 
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temple, exclaimmg, as he appealed to the charity of the Hadjis, 
u I am blind, but the light of the word of God, and the hve of his 

• 
prophet, illumine my soul, and have been my guide frpm Soudan 
to this tomb!" He, received very liberal alms, and would probably 
rt:Jurn to his home richer thah he left:it. 

Some of the Tekayrne are men of power and wealth in their 
.own country, but travel as paupers, in order to escape the dan. 
gers attendant on riches ~n the journey. During our encam pment' 
in the plain near Souakin', I saw a young Tekroury sleeping in a 
lonely spot, while another, kneeling by him, kept off the flies from 
his face. On enquiry, I learnt from the other Negroes, that he was 
the son of a great chief in Dar Sale)" who had been educated with 
the Fakys, and had set out upon this journey, with II camel, and one 
servant only. At Shendy he had exchanged the camel for an ass; 

the servant had become his friend and companion, and both mixed 
in the crowds of the poorest pilgrims. It is.principaJJy owing to a 
few examples such as these, that the generality of the inh~bitants 
of the countries through which the pilgrims pass are so uncha. 
ritable and cruel to them; they think that every Tekroury is a king 
of Soudan in disguise, with abundance of gold about him. During 
the Mamelouk government in Egypt, the Begs were very liberal 
in their donations to the Tekayrne; but the present government 
shows little compassion to them, and no Tekroury is permitted to 
embark at Kosseir, without first paying a fixed rate for his pas
sage to the masters of the ships, which almost all belong to the 
government. In Africa, as well as in Arabia, the country peopIa, 
wberever the black }'akys pass, are eager to procure amulets of 
their writing, which are supposed to possess greater virtue. than 
those of any other class of pilgrims. There lives at present, in 
Cairo;Dear the ~ra-meydan\ a Tekro'ury, who· has been for 
many y~r& famoQs for his amulets, and who makes large sums of 


