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money by writing them.. In general the Negroe pilgrims are in-
dustrious, and rarely ask for charity where they can procure a
subsistence, by their own labour.

The routes of the Negroe caravans from Kordofan to Dongola
or Berber, laid down in the Maps of Africa, are at present
quite unfrequented. There is no direct communication whatever
between Kordofun and Berber, and that between Kordofan and*
Déngola has only been established since, the arrival of the Mame-
louks in those parts. The route from Berber to Souakin is seldom
chosen by the Hadjis, from their dread of the merciless Bisharein,
and from the little chance they have of joining caravans of traders,
who very seldom pass this way.

To return to our march, we crossed this morning a tract of flat
country. At the end of two hours we came to a small pool of
water, the effect of the rain that had fallen here occasionally for the
last fortnight, and of which we had several showers during our
stay at{Taka. At about four hours distance on our right was a
chain of mountains extendmg in a S. E. direction, and as I com-
puted, from two to three thousand feet in height; [ was told that
they are all inhabited by Hadendoas, and that they abound in pas-
turage. . We here met a caravan trom Souakin, loaded with salt,
one of the principal articles in the Taka trade ; it is brought from
Souakin and exported by the merchants of Taka towards the
Atbara, and among the Bedouin tribes in the neighbourhood,where
no salt whatever is found. After a march of four hours we came
fo a Wady full of trees and shrubs ; further on we crossed several
other valleys that bore traces of violent torrents rushing through
thent during the rainy season. At the ead of five hours we
stopped in one of the Wadys durmg the mid-day hours. The soil is
in general sandy; a species of low‘oak tree, very much resembling
the Balout of Syria, grows here; the Oshour also abounds, In
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‘the afternoon we entered upon rocky uneven ground, where I found
fine rose-coloured quartz in thick layers among the sand-stone.
The chain of mountains seen in the morning was no longer visible.
At the end of eight hours we halted at Wady' Lado, a lgw ground
extending in a westerly direction. Here are a great many Doum
trees, -and the valley is full of excellent pasturage ; it is inhabited
by the Bedouins Hadendoa. In summer, they procure their
water from several wells; but when we passed plenty of rain
water was found among tlie clusters of rocks which are dispersed
through the Wady. A chain of hills runs from hence eastward.
We alighted early in the evening, that our cattle might enjoy the
pasture.

June 17th.—In riding along a gravelly plain, thickly covered
with thorny trees, we started several female ostriches, which are
known from the males by the darker colour of their plumage ;
they at first ran off, without appearing to be much frightened ;
but followed the caravan for upwards of an hour, at the distance
of about two gun-shots. High mountaias were seen far fo our
right. At the end of two hours we came to a large pond of rain
water. In five hours we reached Wady Ody, where are wells and
rain water, with thorny shrubs and Doum trees in great plenty.
Here was a large encampment of Hadendoa, just breaking up in
order to retire to the eastern mountains, on account of the incur-
sions of the Bisharein. We continued our march in this Wady
the whole evening ; itis three or four miles in breadth, the soil very
fertile, and well irrigated by winter torrents. It is not enclosed by
hills, but is called a Wady from the flatness of the ground, which
in winter becomes the bed of a torrent. OQur course was N. N. E.,
The Hadendoa here cultivate Dhourra, and a little cotton, the latter
apparently with more care, than \ had any.where witnessed since
quitting the banks of the Nile. "Fhe verdure was richer than I had
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seen it even at Atbara; the ground was covered with Senna Mekke.
The black merchants told me that this shrub is very common in
Kordofan, where it grows to the height of four or five feet. A large
hedge-hog was found here, which the Tekayrne skinned, and ate in
the evening. We halted late at night, near the extremity of the
Wady, by a pond of water, after a long day’s march of®ten
hours.

June 18th.—Some disputes arose this morning between the chief
of the caravan, and the Sowakin merchants, about the route to be
taken from hence ; and after a march of two hours over generally
level ground, but not without trees, we stopped in a wood of Syale
trees, to settle the matter. There were two routes towards Souakin ;
the nearest branches off in a N. E. direction, and lies over steep
mountains, inhabited by Bedouins ; where are many wells, but the
road is bad, and difficult from the number of ascents and descents.
The other is more easy, but two days longer ; the chief insisted upon
taking the latter route in order to spare the camels, which were hea-
vily laden, while the merchants wished to pursue the former. Not
being able to agree, the parties separated ; the black traders and my-
self remained with the chief ; and in the evening we were joined by
the others, who upon mature consideration, and finding the chief
determined notto yield to them, thought it would be a folly to
endanger their safety, i order to accelerate their arrival by two
days only. Inthe place where we halted there grew many wide
spreading trees of moderate height, which had a vast number of
branches issuing in every direction out of the trunk, from the root
to the top, and reaching down to the ground; the leaves much
resembled those of the laurel; I found them to be very bitter,
and the camels refused to eat them : the Negroes eat of them,
in order, as they said, to strengthen their stomach (it &
Yemakken el battn). The Oshouris common here. -After march-
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ing three hours farther, or five hours fromn our starting (direction
N.E. L E.), we halted in a Wady of Doum trees, where-our slaves
killed and ate a quantity of locusts. An herbi was heré .collected,
the leaves of which resemble those of the Meloukhye ; when boiled
they were thrown into the broth with which the Assyde is seasoned.
The Assyde is the principal dish of the Black traders, and appears
to be in general use in every part of North Africa; it consists of a
thick pap of Dhourra or Dhoken meal, over which a sauce made of
butter and onions, or Bamye, is poured : it is prepared with more
care than the Fetyre, formerly described, and when the meal is
fine, it is far from being disagreeable. The Kordofan merchants
carried Dhoken in their leathern sacks, which is more common
withh them than Dhourra. Most of the traders carried also the
stones with which the Dhourra is ground, and their slaves were
obliged by turns to pass the greater part of the night in grinding
meal for the provision of the following day.» Others, and among
them myself, had during their stay at Taka filled theirssacks
with Dhourra flour, prepared as already described, which is also
made into Assyde; it is esteemed more wholesome than the other.
The slaves eat the Dhourra pap for dinner without any sauce or
seasoning, except salt; for supper they generally boil the grain till
it bursts, some salt is then strewed over it, and it is eaten by hand-
fuls without butter or sauce. My slave was envied by all the others,
because he always got his dinner and supper with butter, as I did.
The Souakin merchants have their own dishes better seasoned than
those of the slaves, which is not the case with the Egyptian traders.
Among the former, if a slave is much fatigued, or suffers from
severe head-ache, of which they often dbmplain, he receivds a
small allowance of butter. Some of the merchants had dried flesh
with them, which they boiled in i,he sauce of the Assyde. When-
ever a camel was killed the flesh was cut into strips, and hung ex-
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posed for two days in the sun, round the camels saddles until it was
sufficiently dried not to putrify ; after which it was put into sacks.
The heat was intense .the whole of this day; after sunset we had
loud thunder with lightning, followed by a hegvy shower of rain,
which set us all afloat. ¥ had a mat which afforded me sqme
shelter, but before the night was passed the water came th;ough,
and I was completely drenched, like the rest; this is no trifling
inconvenience, when one is unprovided with a change of clothes,
and when the body is still affected by the heat of the preceding day.

June 19¢th.—The morning was fine, and the birds sang so sweetly,
at sunrise, that even slaves and slave-traders expressed their delight.
After marching an hour, we entered the mountains; this is one of
the principal chains in this part of Nubia, extending, as far.as I
could understand, in the direction from NW. to SE. for four or
five days, on each side of the point at which we entered it. A
branch of it runs to the north, near the coast, all the way to Kos-
seir. ,Weascended through a Wady, with steep rocks on each side,
and we met with several difficult ascents and descents. The whole
mountain is intersected by Wadys, in all of which trees and pas-
turage are met with. The path was well trodden, and tolerably free
from stones. At the end of three hours we halted in a narrow ele-
vated plain, where acacia trees grew in a soil of sand and gravel; it is
called Wady Aréwad ;* some colossal Doum trees afforded us a
shade, and we had hoped to find water in a small well near them ;
but it was choaked up with gravel, and we were unable, after long
-digging, to obtain a sufficiency for ourselyes and camels. We in
consequence took off the loads, mounted our beasts, and rode about
thres quarters of an Lour to the westward up the rocky slope of the
mountain, when we came to a large and deep basin of rain water

{
This, like the other namos of places, since we have quitted the Atbara, is Dot
of Arabic, but Bisharye formation.
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which had been filled since last year. -This morning I had a
narrow escape from a Souakiny, who joined me while I was in
advance of the caravan, and succeeded in lead’ing me- astray into
a side valley about half a mile from the road. He was armed with
a ]ance, while I had nothing but a small stick. Luckily for me,
at the moment when I perceived his intention, 1 found a thick
branch of a tree. He laughed when I took it up ; but as I could
not mistake his object in following me, I ordered him to stand off,
threatening to become the assailant ; by this means I made good
my retreat, and rejoined the caravan. Had this man murdered
me and taken the few dollars I had, which he probably sup-
posed to bemore than they really were, there would have been
no.danger in his returning to the caravan ; no body on my being
missed would have thought it worth his while to make any par-
ticular enquiries about me, still less to revenge my death. This
proved an unlucky day to me, for aboyt noon, while I was
filling my water-skin at the basin, the camel, which 1 had
left tied to a tree in the valley below, broke loose, without my
knowledge, and returned to the resting place, in company of many
others that were loaded with water. When 1 carried my water-
skin down the cliff, I found the came] was gone as well as my com-
panions the black traders; no one present would permit me to
place the skin upon his camel, and as it was too heavy to be
carried any distance on the shoulder, 1 was obliged to return to the
caravan for my camel. By the time I had rejoined the caravan
with the water, they had began to load; so that after having
toiled during the heat of the morning and noon, I was obliged im-
mediately to resume the march without either food or repose. .The
merchants who have several slaves, are very comfortably situated

cooking, carrying water, and loa\ling are left to them, and the master
merely adjusts the loads, and takes care that nothing be left behind.

3G
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During the mid-day hours he sleeps soundly under a shed of mats
erected for him by, his slaves, and is only awakened when every
thing is ready for departure. My little slave became useful to me
in this route, in bringing wood and tending the fire ; but cooking,
and fetching water, when it was dt any distance, fell entirelyto
my care, as well as the loading of the camel.

There are some poor families of Hadendoa in this Wady, who
are afraid of descending into the plain, .on account of the incur-
sions of the Bisharein. The rains not having yet set in, there was
little verdure in this elevated valley ; but the lower plain had been
several times irrigated.

We continued our route in the afternoon, along the narrow plain,
in a northern direction, for about an hour and a half, when -we
met a small caravan coming from Souakin, and bound to Taka.
This was the seventh day of their march. On reaching the ex-
tremity of the plain, we began again to ascend through a narrow
sandy , valley, thickly overgrown with the Seder (,a.) tree,* a
sinall space in the middle only being open for the road. The
valley winds very much : it is generally about four hundred
yards across, but in many places only one hundred, with steep
cliffs on both sides worn into deep channels by the rains ; we
passed several pools of water ; I might therefore have saved all
the labour I had had in filling my water-skins ; bul thus it often
happens in the desert with travellers who are ignorant of the road ;
those who know where the wells or pools are situated, generally
keep their knowledge secret, and urge the necessity of taking as
copious a supply- as possible, for they have this saying, <« We
would transport the Nile itself, if the camels could but carry it.”

* This tree bearsa great resemblance to the larch: I often saw it in the Hedjaz : the

dried branches, as I was told, are used to procure fire, by rubbing them against each
other.
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Sometimes it becomes necessary to load- water, even if a well is
known to be at a short distance, because the caravan is not to halt
there, and no one ever thinks of stopping.ak;ne to fill his water-
skins. The Oshour and tamarisk trees grow in many parts of the
valley, but the Seder predominated quite to the upper extremity.
On looking back towards the plain we had quitted, a vast rocky
wilderness presented itself with the green strip of the Wady ser-
pentizing through it; there was in many parts of the Wady
cultivable soil, for wherever in these countries water abounds,
the most barren sands become fertile. The valley every where
bore traces of the devastatiun occasioned by the torrents, and the
sides of the mountain had been so much undermined by them, that
the upper layer of rocks had been displaced, and was lying about
shattered to pieces.

After a march of nine hours, (the general direction N N E.) four
of which had been occupied in ascending, we came to a spot where
the valley, having reached the summit, becomes level fof about
five hundred yards ; here we encamped.” We had met with several
Hadendoa families near the pools of water, and as they are repu-
ted to be great thieves, we determined to continue our march thus
far, as we thought they would follow us no farther in the wonds.
‘One of the men asserted that in coming up the valley he had seen
a monkey among the trees, and I was informed that these ani-
mals are not unfrequently met with in tlds place, and that they
are very common on the western road to Souakin, which leads over
the same chain of mountains. We saw many Gazelles, and several
hares. The heat of the day, which had become particularly oppres-
sive in the lower plain between the high mountains, was here suc-
ceded by a chilling cold.” We lighted many fires, and the fear of
robbers kept us awake the grdater part 'of the night. Ikilled a
scorpion just by my fire.
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June 20th. 'The highest summit of the mountain was about
three hundred feet higher than the elevation on which we were
encamped., It is from its steep and almost perpendicular cliffs that
the torrents in the rainy season are precipitated through innu-
merable clefts in the rocks, into this plain, where they dilqide,
part rushing towards the northern, and part towards the southern
plain. We followed, this morning, the bed of the northern torrent,
in our descent, which was not so steep, as the ascent had been.
The climate of this mountain recalled to my feelings, that of the val-
leys of Mount Lebanon ; the fresh morning air breathed a vigour
through my frame which I had not felt since I cuitted Syria.
Trees were met with during the whole of the descent. At the end’
of four hours we halted where the valley widens considerably ; lrere
we found fine pasturage among the barren rocks; there were also
many Doum trees, and some water in shallow pools. The whole
aspect of the valley was extremely picturesque, at least to a travel-
ler whe, after passing a desert, hails every spot of verdure as an
Eden. A small caravan, six days from Souakin, bound for Taka
with salt here passed us. Several side valleys, all equally full of
trees, join the main bed of the torrent. After again starting we
continued descending very slowly for two hours, and then issued
where the Wady is lost in the open plain; our road then lay over
uneven, gravelly ground, (direction N.E.% N.) and after a day’s
march of nine hours and a half we halted for the night; the chain
of mountains extended to the right and left ; on the right appear-
ing to take a S.'E. direction; and on the left dividing into two
branches, one of which runs to the westward, and loses itself in the
dasert, and the other northwards parallel with the sea shore. Hax-
ing met several straggling parties during the day, we kept close
together the whole night, for fear f)f robbers.

The route over the mountain which we had just crossed presents
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no difficulties whatever ; the mountain is called by the inbabitants
Orbay Langay, or the mountain of Langay, and is one of the princi-
pal features in the topography of Eastern Nukiia. It is’ full of pas-
turage in every direction, but more particularly to the west, where
many wells and springs are found. 1 think it probable that in
the most western point of this mountain the river, or rather great
torrent, Mogren has its rise, for as I have already said, its course
does not intersecc the caravan route from Atbara to Souakin. The
mountain Langay isinhabited by Hadendoa Arabs only, and serves
them as an asylum against the depredations of the Bisharein. The
Hadendoa who live at several days distance, and the people of
"Souakin also, send their cattle in the summer to this mountain,
where they are certain of finding pasturage. The Langay forms
a separation of climates in Eastern Nubia ; to the south of it the
rains had sct in for a fortnight, while to the north no rain had yet
fallen, as appeared both by the dusty ground, and the testimony
of the Bedouins. At Souakin, I was told that the rains wegre not
expected there till the middle of July. In'the plains of the Bedja,*
easterly winds had generally prevailed ; but in this northern plain we
had usually northerly breezes. On the south of the mountains,
since quitting the Atbara, we had never felt any dew during the
night, whereas heavy dews now fell every night, and continued dur-
ing our stay at Souakin. The whole of this chain consists of
primitive calcareous rock. I could no where find any petrifactions,
nor any granite.

June 21st—We rode this morning over uneven and generally
stony ground ; direction NE. § N.; the rocks were quartz and
griinstein, which latter is met with in every part of Nubia. Many
low grounds, the beds of %errents, intersected the road. At the

This comprises' the whole country scuth of Langay, as far as the Atbara, and the
Abyssinian mountains, including Taka.
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end of three hours we halted in Wady Osouyt, near a pool of
water.. These collgctions of rain water amongst the rocks are
often of considerablé-depth; those on the level plain are shallow
and of greater extent. From Wady Osouyt we continued NW.
by N. over a plain hz;,ving exactly the appearance of the Syran
deserts. Low shrubs were growing everywhere in a soil that
might easily be rendered productive. We travelled parallel with
the chain on our left, and from four to.six miles distant from it.
This chain is called Dyaab, and extends along the coast, I con-
jecture, as far as Kosseir : at first sight it appears barren, but the
sheep and goats find plenty of herbage in its clefts. We met
another caravan of about thirty camels, returning unloaded, to
Taka. We also passed a small encampment of Hadendoa, who
bad large herds of camels. We halted in the plain after a day’s
march of ten hours.

June 22d.—We travelled over stony ground; direction NNW.
After three hours march we entered Wady Moez, full of large frag-
ments of rocks, among which we rode westward towards the
mountain, till we reached a well, close to which was a pool of rain
water ; here we found flocks of sheep and many camels, which the
Hadendoa shepherds had been watering. Notwithstanding the
steepness of the mountain there are trees to its very summit, ex-
hibiting an interesting and novel sight to me, who had seen nothing
like it since I quitted Syria. There are numberless ravines through
which the torrents are precipitated into the plain during the rains,
‘when they must form so many cascades boiling over the rocks, and
presenting altogether a grand spectacle. Many Seder trees grow
in the plain. Here again the slaves caught locusts, which they
roasted over the fire, after taking out the entrails. From Wady
Moez we continued over even but rocky ground, four hours
farther, when we halted.
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June 23d. The country before us prescnted a valley (called
Wady Osyr) of at least four hours in breadth, bordered on the
east side by low hills. We continued our reate close ‘to the high
western chain; the whole plain is full ¢f trees and shrubs, and in
everx low ground was berbage, now: parched up. We passed
another encampment of Hadendoa, with large herds of camels;
they appear to live here in perfect security from any surprise
by their enemies. We also met a travelling party of Hadendoa,
with their women and tents; the women were seated upon the
camels, on high saddles fantastically decorated, with three or four
poles sticking out in front, beyond the animal’s head, having the ex-
tremities ornamented with large bunches of black ostrich feathers.
'The African, like the Arabian Bedouins, seem to display elegance
of equipment in the decorations of their women only : leathern
tassels of different sizes, small bells, and white shells, from the Red
Sea, contributed to the ornament of the harjess and saddles of
the camels. None of the women passed me without uttefing a
loud shriek, and then laughing. - After marching two hours and a
half, we halted under a thick cover of ucacia trees, in low ground,
called Wady Shenkera. The slaves had to bring water from an
hour’s distance in the mountain. We here collected the same
herb which I have already mentioned, to season our Asyde. A
few poor women came to sell us milk and to beg a little Dhourra,
which is scarce among these Bedouins ; they draw their supplies
from Taka, but they live generally upon milk and flesh only. We
continued travelling in Wady Osyr during thc evening, NE. b E.
and halted for the night after a day’s journey of eight hours and
a half.

June 24th.—During the night the chief of the caravan and several
of the principal merchants left u§., and being well mounted upon
dromedaries, expected to reach Souakin the nextday. We started
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before sunrise. The eastern hills terminate in this latitude ; and
the sun was just rising beyond them, when we descried its re-
flection at ‘an immense distance in the sea, affording a pleasing
sight to every individual in the caravan, but most of all to me.
The slaves asked whether it' was thé Nile, for they had neverhdard
of any other great water or sea, and the Arabs apply the same
word Bahr (=) both to the sea and to the Nile. A plain which
lay between us and the sea appeared o consist of barren sand,
covered towards the sea with a superstratum of salt. Qur road
continued among trees and the beds of torrents which empty
themselves into the sands. After a march of three hours and a haif
we reached Wady Shinterab in which is a copious spring, but the
water has a brackish taste ; it collects in a basin, and can only be
drank by man when sweetened by rain water. Around this well
are some rocks of gray granite, the only granite I had seen since
quitting the hills of Goz Radjeb. A good deal of Senna Mekke
grows here. A very wild rocky valley branches off into the chain
on the left. The Wady Shinterab forms a very large torrent during
the rainy season; it is at least three hundred yards broad, and
about twelve feet deep. Farther on the ground was uneven, and the
roadso very rocky, thatthe camels proceeded alongit with difficulty.
There was a beaten path the whole of the way we had come from
the Langay, and it continued as far as Souakin. After a journey
of six hours and a half, direction NE. by N. we halted in a Wady
full of verdure, where our cattle were driven to pasture.

A camel belonging to one of the Kordofan traders fell and
was killed during this day’s march. The Souakin merchants, who
proved themselves on every occasion to be destitute of every
feeling of compassion or charity, passed on without shewing the
least disposition to aid the owngr in his distress. My camel was
the strongest in the party, I therefore volunteered my services, and
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transferred the greater part of the dead camel’s load to mine, which
obliged me to perform the remainder of the joume); to Souakin
on foot. The merchant to whom the camel belonged’ bad several
times ordercd his slaves to cook my supper and bring me water,

he had seen me exhausted by tatigue, and it thus became my
duty to repay his kindness.

June 25th.—We set out soon after midnight, and travelled
over a rocky plain. When, the sun rose, we saw the sea about five
hours distant. The soil now began to be strongly impregnated
with salt; a bitter saline crust covering its surface in many places
to the depth of several inches. The atmosphere arising from this
soil, rendered still more saline by the sea breezes, had made the
branches of all the trees as black as if they had been charred ; and
it was with difficulty that the herds of camels of forty or fifty
together, could find out a few green leaves. I had never seen
the camel so nearly approaching to a wild state. Whole herds are
here left to pasture without the care of either men or dogs; the
Hadendoa keep them almost entirely for ‘their milk and flesh, very
few being employed as beasts of burthen : they appeared to be
frightened at the approach of men and of loaded camels, a
circumstance I had never witnessed before. In the Arabian and
Syrian deserts, the camels when grazing come running and frisking
towards any strange camel which they perceive at a distance,
and they easily obey even the call of strangers, provided they are
Bedouins like their own masters. The herds of camels which we
saw this day were, like those of Nubia, in general of a white
colour. The acacia trees in this plain are stunted, owing to the
violent winds to which they are exposed. I observed a parasitic
species of cactus growing upon, all of them, and completely eo-
vering some of them like a net.

After marching about four hours, we took the direction of
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N. by E. and approachel a mountain branching into the plain,
from the main ‘chain of Dyaab. It is called the mountain of
Gangerab, -and is inhabited by families of Hadendoa, who supply
Souakin with butter and milk during the summer, when no cattle is
to be found near that place.” We ehcamped during the midzddy
hours at some distance from the mountain, and were much dis-
.tressed for water, having taken a very small supply on the 23d. The
Souakin merchants, who knew the couatry well, hired without
our knowledge, an Arab who brought them several camel loads of
water from the mountain, which we in vain treated them to share
with ourselves and slaves. Noidea can be formed by Europeans
of the quantity of water necessary for drinking, cooking, and
washing during a journey through these countries, but more parti-
cularly to allay the thirst of the traveller, whose palate is continually
parched by the effects of the fiery ground and air, who has been
confined perhaps foreseveral days to a short allowance of water,
and who lives upon food which, consisting of farinaceous prepara-
tions and butter, is calculated to excite thirst in the greatest degree.
Itis a general custom in the caravans in these parts, as well asin
the Arabian deserts, never to drink, except when the whole caravan
halts for a few minutes for that purpose ; the time of doing this is,
in the slave caravans, about nine o’clock in the morning, and twice
during the afternoon’s march, namely about four and six o’clock.
In the forenoon also every one drinks at the halting of the caravan,
and again after the meal; and the same rule is observed in the
evening. ‘Lo drink while others do not, exposes a man to be
considered effeminate, and to the opprobrious saying, that ¢ his
mouth is tied to that of the water-skin.” (& - glg by e dai
—Fomoh marboytt ald khashm el gerbé), and it is otherwise.
imprudent, as the opening of his water-skin at an unusual time
subjects the traveller to importunities which it is not always
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prudent to reject; but none thinks of asking such a favour when
the whole caravan halts to drink. Those who have.—many slaves
fill the large wooden bowl in which dinmer is setved up, and
place it upon the ground, when the sluves kneel down and drink
m!‘h,qf it half a dozen times, 4s cattle do out of a trough ; this is
done to prevent the waste of water that would be occasioned by
each having a separate allowance. Travellers in these journeys
drink a great quantity of water when it is plentiful ; Ido not exag-
gerate when I say that I have often drank in the afternoon, at one
draught, as much as would fill two common water-bottles. To
drink three or four times a day is considered short allowance ; few
Blacks and Arabs, when water i1s abundant, drink less than six or
seven times daily ; but when the S. E. wind blows no quantity is
sufficient to keep the mouth moist, and one wishes to drink every
quarter of an hour. The stories rclated by the Bedouins to the
town’s-people, of their remaining often twe or three days in the
desert without drinking, are mere fables. In all parts of Npbia, at
least in the caravan routes, travellers can never be in very great
distress from want of water, it the wells are not dried up. Theonly
portions of the road, of any length, without water, are from Goz Ra-
djeb to Sennaar, and from the frontiers of Kordofan to Shendy. Yet
the Black traders often suffer from want of water, even where the
wells are near, because their avarice leads them to load their camels
so heavily with merchandize, that they have no room for a plentiful
supply of water. The usual computation is that a middling sized
skin or Gerbé (4 5) holding about fifty or sixty pounds of water,
will serve a man for three days, if he is alone, or four men for one

day, if they mess together.
'The Arabs call the halt at noon, el Keyale (M‘) They say,* Nahun

kayalna fi el mattrah el fulani” (.,;M\ oo L.L: u“') « We halted in
suchaplace.” The chief, in giving orders to alight, cries out : ¢ Keya-
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loua ikhouatna (W) b 5\3) Brothers, let usalight. When the caravan
is to set out. agarn, he exclaims, Esshedeid, Esshedeid (a0, from a3
to tie fast the ropes "of the loads. ) In the evening he gives the ward
Hottoué, (\ks), to rest. Thus an Arab, whenrelating the history
of his day’s march, says, « Komna fi el fadjer, wa keyalna gel
ma’a, wa shaddeyna wa ed-dhal bettoul es-shaksz, wa baad el ni-
;zouthatteyna, wa beitna fi mattrah el fulani.” (Lt J= LIS, L= J b
I el ey b Syt am y pas b 1, asy). We started
at day break, we rested at noon near the water, we set out again,
when a man’s shadow was equal to his length, and after sunset we
alighted and slept, in such and such a place.

The Souakin caravans, like those of the Hedjaz, are accustomed
to travel in one long file ; the Egyptians, on ‘the contrary, march
with a wide extended front; but the former method is preferable,
because if any of the loads get out of order, they can be adjusted
by leading the camel®out of the line, before those behind have
come up ; in the latter case, the whole caravan must stop, when
any accident happens to a single camel. The caravans from
Bagdad to Aleppo and Damascus, consisting sometimes of two
thousand camels, marching abreast of each other, extend over a
space of more than a mile. Our Souakin traders obliged their
slaves to lead each of the camels by a halter, and upon every false
step made by the animal they applied the whip to the leader.

I was much amused by a circumstance which took place to day,
during our halt at noon : the black merchants had bought a sheep,
and afier it was killed a part of the meat was distributed among
the slaves ; some of it was offered to me, but I refused it, because
meat“always made me very thirsty; it had this effect upon the
slaves who ate it, and unfortunately for them, their masters had no
water left in the Gerbes. A boy came to me with a bone he had
just been gnawing, and offered it to me, remarking that the best
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part of the meatwas still remaining on it, if { would give him a drink
of water for it; ¢ my master,” he added, ¢ has sent to Gahgerab with
the Souakin people, and if his water-skins return filled;'I, faithfully
promige to repay you the draught.” The greediness of this little
fell&wsin devouring his allowance of meat, togéther with his attempt
to cheat me, by offering me the bone, and promising what he
knew he could not perform, presented as complete a picture of the
Oriental character in low life, as could be drawn: he failed how-
ever in his artifice, for I drank with my slave the last dron of
water left in the skin.

We had a long afternoon’s march over the saline plain. Isawa
Gazelle of the largest size, almost as tall as a stag, with long
pointed horns. A Souakiny approached it near enough to throw
his lance at it, but missed it. Towards sun-set we came in sight
of Souakin, and halted near a small village, or rather encamp-
ment, after a day’s march of ten or eleven hours. The greater
part of the merchants proceeded immediately to the towny; but
myself and companions thought it more. prudent to enter it in
the day time.

June 26th.— We reached the invirons of Souakin at the end of
two hours, and pitched our little sheds at about twenty minutes
walk from the town.

Souakin (_\) is situated at the extremity of a narrow bay,
about twelve miles in depth and two in breadth. Towards the
bottom of the bay are several islands, upon one of which the town
itself is built, separated from its suburb, called El Geyf (i),
which stands on the main land, by an arm of the sea about five
hundred yards wide. The harbour is on the east side of the town,
and is formed by a prominent part of the continent. The arm of
the sea on the west side affords ng anchorage for ships of any size.
The islands, as well as the whole of the surrounding country, are
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sandy, and produce nothing but a few shrubs, or low acacias.
The town. upoh the island is built in the same manner as Djidda ;
the houses' have one; or two stories, are constructed of blocks of
madrepores, and have a neat appearance; but the greater part of
them are falling to decays the siburb El Geyf, on the copahry,
is rapidly increasing in size and population, and is now larger than
the town itself. On the south-east side of the town, near the
harbour, some ancient walls indicate the former existence of for-
tifications. It is within the precincts of these walls that the Aga
resides, and the ships generally anchor just under the windows
of his house. Two or three rusty iron guns lie dismounted upon
the rubbish of the ruined walls, which at present afford not the
slightest protection to the town. The Aga’s house is a rhean
building, but commands a fine view over the bay towards the
sea; near it are some wharehouses, and a wharf, at which were
lying the shattered hulls of several small ships, for no body has
here the means or skill to repair vessels when once damaged.

The number of houses in Souakin is about six hundred, of which
two-thirds are in ruins, for the madrepore with which they are
built soon decays, unless constantly kept in repair. The only
public buildings in the town are three mosques. In the suburb El
Geyf are a few houses of stone, built rather in the Soudan than
Arabian style, having large courtyards; the other dwellings are
formed of mats, like those of the Nubian Bedouins. El Geyf con-
tains one mosque.

At half an hour’s distance from El Geyfare the wells which sup-
ply Souakin, the suburbs, and the shipping, with water ; they are
abouta dozen in number, and within fifty yards of each other ; near
them stand a few Nebek trees. One of the wells is lined with
stone, the others are mere holes dug in the ground. The water of
a few of them is tolerable, but in none of them is it good. .Inthe
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town are cisterns for holding rain water ; but they are in ruins, and
nobody will incur the expense of repairing them,

All those concerned in the maritime trade; and about,the ship-
ping, and those connected with the government, reside upon the
islakq, while the native Arabs and the Soudan traders live in the
Geyf, where the market is kepl.

The inhabitants of Souakin, like those of all the harbours in the
Red Sea, are a motley race; one principal class, however, is con-
spicuous ; the forefathers of the chief families of the Arabs of Sou-
akin were natives of Hadramout, and principally of the town bof
Shahher, the harbour of that country in the Indian ocean. They
came hither, according to some, about a century ago; others state
that they arrived soon after the promulgation of the Islam; it is
from them that the collective population of the town has obtained
the name of Hadherebe* with foreigners; but the inhabitants them-
selves draw a strict line of distinction between ;the true Hadherebe,
or descendants of the natives of Hadramout, and the other sejtlers,
whom they term Souakiny (( &1). To the latter belong many indi-
viduals of the Bedouin tribes of Hadendoa, Amarer, the Bisharein,
and others of Arabian and of Turkish origin. 'The former are inti-
mately mixed with the Hadherebe, and retain their Bedouin names
even in the town. Those of Turkish origin are, for the most part,
descendants of Turkish soldiers, who, in the beginning of the six-
teenth century, during the reign of Selim the Great, were sent here,
after that emperor had conquered Egypt, to garrison Souakin, in
the same manner as those who occupied Assouan, Ibrim, and Say.

¢ Thus pronounced in the vulgar dialect of the Hedjaz, instead of Hadhareme, the

plural of Hadhramy, or & nskive of Hadhar el Mout (<yall sds-, meaning in Ardbic,
“ Come death,”) and which Europeans have converted into Hadramout. The people of
Hadramout are famous for emigrating ; largl colonies of them are found in all the towns
of the Yemen and Hedjaz. The greater part of the people of Djidda, and the lower
class of the inhabitants of Mekka, are from the same country.
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Many of them assert that their forefathers were natives of Diar-
bekr and.Mosul ; but the present race have the African features
and manpets, and are in no respect to be distinguished from the
Hadherebe. There are at Souakin also a few, Turkish merchants,
masters of ships, refugees, &c. &c: descended from later se

but these have long forgotten the Turkish language, and are
now connected both by interest and consanguinity with the des-
cendants of the people from the towns.of Arabia, who are numer-
ous here, and who wear the dress of the inhabitants of the towns
in' the Hedjaz, and have all the customs and manners of that
country. Thus two principal races of people are conspicuous in
Souakin: 1. the Bedouins, who comprise the Hadherebe, Haden-
doa, &c. &c., including the descendants of the ancient Turks :
2. the towns-people, who are either Arabs of the opposite coast, or
Turks of modern extraction. The Bedouins intermarry among
themselves ; but it is,difficult for a townsman to obtain a Bedouin
girl; the daughters of the principal families are given to none but
Bedouins. The latter inhabit the suburbs El Geyf; the towns-
people live upon the island. :

The government of Souakin is in the hands of the Emir el
Hadherebe, who is chosen from among the first families of the
tribe ; these are five in number, and are distinguished from the .
others by the Bisharye word Orteyga, which means Patricians.
The jurisdiction of El Geyf is in the hands of the Emir, but
his authority over the Bedouins is trifling, though he presides
‘in their councils. He is nominally dependent upon the Pasha
of Djidda, but his conduct is regulated by the strength or weak-
ness of his superior. When the Sherif Ghaleb held Djidda,
and was hard pressed on all slde’s by the Wahabi, the Emir was
quite independent of ihe Sherif ; since the conquest of the He-
djaz by Mohammed Aly, Pasha of Egypt, he has entered into
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terms with the Pasha. Ile is confirmed annually in his office.
by whoever happens to be governor of Djidda, and” is generally
invested with -the power of collecting in tihe Geyf'the customs
which the Hadherebe levy upon the caravans from the interior.
Fdyseveral years ‘he had paid notbing for this privilege to the
Sherif ; at present his fear of Aly Pasha leads him to purchase the
collectorship annually at the rate of about forty ounces of gold,
or eight hundred Spanish dollars.

The Emir has no insignia of royalty about him, except his yellow
Turkish slippers, which, according to ancient custom, he is obiiged
to wear, and the small Takye, or Arabian bonnet; these form a
singalar contrast with his Bedouin dress; and as it is not thought
detorous to wear the bushy Bedouin hair with the bonnet, he is
obliged also to shave his head. He has two or three men attached
to his establishment, as officers, or spies to find out the exact num-
ber of slaves and merchandize imported by every caravan. He
resides in the Geyf, and is altogether different from the Shikh of
the Hadherebe, who has nothing whatever to do with the Turkish
government, being chosen merely for the administration of their
internal affairs. -

The Turkish government is represented in Souakin by a custom
house officer, who lives on the island, and who bears the title of Aga.
He commands the town, but his influence is greatly circumscribed
by the power of the Hadherebe ; itis at present even insignificant,
and before the conquest of Arabia by Mohammed Aly it must have
been held in great contempt. The Pasha of Djidda is also Waly
(J1) or governor of Souakin, and has therefore the right to send a
répresentative here’; a right which has never been disputed By the
Souakinese, although they preserve the, tradition that Souakin,
before it was annexed to Djidda, had itg own Pasha, sent from
Constartinople. The Aga has no other means of maintaining the
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little authority he possesses, than by living on good terms with the
Emir, whom he’ either permits, or aids to extort sums from weak
individualsin the Geyf, in order that he may receive the Emir’s
assistance in the collection of the customs on the island. During
late years the Aga has farmed the customs of the maritime gmf)-
merce of Souakin, and has paid annually into the treasury at
«Djidda three thousand two hundred dollars for this privilege; it
is supposed that he gains two or three thousand dollars a year by
it, and that this sum might be doubled if the customs were strictly
paia; but very little can ever be obtained from the Hadherebe,
who are the richest individuals. The customs are levied upon all
merchandize imported, principally India goods and spices destined
for the Soudan markets, and upon all the imports from Soudan
which are shipped at Djidda for other countries, consisting chiefly
of slaves, horses, and tobacco; two dollars are paid on every
slave, and three on evéry horse. Dhourra passes duty free, as do
the artitles which remain in Souakin.

The Aga is cither re-appointed, or a new one sent, annually.
The present Aga is a man of the name of Yemak (<£4,), a native
of Djidda, whose father was a Hadji from Mosul, settled in the
Hedjaz. In the time of the Sherif, Yemak was the buftfoon of the
court, and a broker in the market of Djidda. When Mohammed
Aly arrived, he ingratiated himself with the Osmanlis by means of
his scanty knowledge of their language, and after having served the
Turks as a mediator with, and spy upon the Sherif, he was ap-
pointed to his present situation. He is a man of tlre meanest
dispo‘sition, and has rendered himself ridiculous by affecting to
adopt the Osmanli customs in such a place as Souakin; the
titles of Khaznadar, Selehdar, Kahwedji Bashy, Bash Keteb, &c.
which are those of a Pasha’s officers of treasurer, sword-bearer,
cup-bearer, chicf secretary, &c.; are bestowed by him upon his
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miserable servants ; young slaves wait on’ him, in imitation of Ma-
melouk bonys, and he talks with as much consgquenc.e.as a Pasha
of three tails, intermixing his broad vulgar :Arabic dialect with a
few Turkish expressions. The Aga has five or six soldiers of the

enaries of Yémen, such as are found in the service of the
Bherif of Mekka and of all t he chiefs of Arabia; they are
paid by the Aga out of his own revenues; and they form the only
garrison of Souakin, whence it may easily be conceived that
the Turkish authority is little respected here. 'These soldiers
hardly dare stir out of the island, for fear of being insulted ;
and the Aga himself, for obvious reasons, never enters the
Geyf. When any disputes happen, the Hadherebe gencrally
interfere, and the Aga is obliged to waive his authority. 'l'he
Bedouins pay only half the customs levied upon other traders ;
and I have often heard them plainly tell the Aga that they
had no money to pay more. The soldiers who, during the
night, arc put into the ships anchored under the Aga’s win-
dows to watch for smugglers, frequently get a beating or a duck-
ing: even the Aga is insulted in his own house; yet he bears it
all with complacency, and tells the pcople that if he were not so
much their friend, he would write thundeiing letters to the Pasha,
and draw a terrible storm upon their heads. When the Bedouin
who has insulted him is gone, he curses him behind his back in
Turkish, and vents his rage upon his own servants: he one day
said to me, when a Bedouin, who in the heat of dispute had called
him a liar ('3 .st), had just left the room, ¢ You see me put up
with these people; but they will at last learn to know the resent-
ment of the Turkish government, for the vengeance of the Furks
when once exerted is terrible., I continue to ward off the arm of
vengeance from them, because jf the Pasha were to send an ex-
pedition, the whole place would be ruined, and many innocent
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individuals would perish.” In fact, were it not for their secret appre-
hensions of* such an.expedition from Djidda, which might with the
greatest ease suddenly fall upon them and destroy both towns, this
people would, no doubt, throw off all submission, and publicly as-
sert their independence. Butthe smallest brig of war might coggsel
the. place to surrender. About twenty or thirty years since a Pasha
«of Djidda sent hither a corps of about two hundred soldiers, who
plundered the Geyf; they were afterwards besieged for some time
by the Bedouins, in the governor’s house, and adjoining buildings,
but they contrived at last to get off with their booty. The Wahabi,
after the conquest of Mekka, sent two commissioners to Souakin, to
exhort the people to embrace the doctrines of their chief; but they
were not permitted to proceed to Geyf, and were obliged soom to
re-embark. During the power of the Wahabi the people of Soua~
kinwere allowed to trade with Djidda; but Saoud, the W ahabi chief,
who had seen several of them at Mekka, with their bushy hair white
with gréase, obliged them to cover their heads with a handkerchief,
like the Arabian Bedouins.

The Hadherebe, and the Bedouins of Souakin, have exactly the
same features, language, and dress, as the Nubian Bedouins.
They are clothed chiefly in the Dammour imported from Sennaar ;
but the better classes of both sexes wear the Nubian shirt, made of
Indian cambric; they have, however, one dress, which is seldom
seen 1n other parts of Nubia; it consists of a long piece of cambric,
one end of which is wrapped round the loins, while the other,
thrown across the breast and left shoulder, hangs loosely down over
the baak leaving the legs, and the greater part of the uppergbody,
ent1rdv naked : this is the favourite negligé of the Hadherebe ; and
if to 1t be added a handsome pair, of sandals, three or fur large
amulets hanging over the left elbew, like those worn in the couns
trics on the Nile, a sword and Korbadj in the hands, the thick and
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bushy hair white with grease, and a long wooden skewer sticking
in it, to scratch the head with, the whole will afford a tolerable
picture of a Souakin Bedouin. In general théy have handsome
and expressive features, with thin and .ery short beards. Their
colgur is of the darkest brown, approaching to black, but they
have nothing of the Negroe character of countenance. They are
a remarkably stout and muscular race.

The inhabitants ot Souakin have no other pursuit than that of
commerce, either by sea, or with Soudan. They export the com-
modities which they receive from the African continent, to all the
harbours of the Hedjaz and Ycemen, down to Mokha, but chiefly
to Djidda and Hodeyda. In Djidda they have a quarter of the
town allotted. exclusively to themselves, where they live in huts
made of rushes, like those of Ll Geyf. Many of the Iladherebe
Bedouins, after visiting Sennaar, perform the journey to the Ara-
bian coast, but others sell their African merc.handize to the traders
in Souakin, by whom they are exported to Arabia. Besides the
articles of trade from Shendy and Senndar; namely, slaves, gold,
tobacco, incense, and ostrich feathers, no ship leaves Souakin for
any part of the Arabian coast, without having iis hold filled with
Dhourra from Taka; and they furnish nearly the whole of the
Hedjaz with water-skins, leathern sacks, and leather in hides ; the
water-skins are bought up in the five principal towns of the
Hedjaz, as well as in the open country ; the sacks are bought by
the Bedouins only, who use them to carry their provisions in.
These articles form a very profitable branch of trade, for as cattle
in geggral is very scarce in the Hedjug, from the want of pas-
turage, and as great nuntbers of water-skins are wanted foy the
pilgrinis% Mekka, the skin sow;ed up is worth as much at Djidgda
as the sheep is worth at Souakin. They are also exported,
but in smalfér quantities, to the Yemen ; and I have seen them in
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the market of Suez ; they are preferred to all other water-skins, on
account of ‘the well-tanned leather and the excellence of the sew-
ing. The hides are tanned as in Upper Egypt, and along the Nile
with the pulse of the acacia, which I have frequently had occasion
to mention (_s& ' .iwse, o)l Bl djeloud madboughin belska-
rad.) All the Bedouins in the vicinity of Souakin, sell their hides
in the market there, and take Dhourra inreturn. The leather and
cow-hides which are exported to Djidda,are used in Arabia to make
sandals ; but the best hides imported into the Hedjaz come from
Massouah. Souakin also exports butter* to Djidda. During the
Hadj, both Mekka and Djidda principally depend upon Souakin
and Massouah for this article; its consumption is very great in those
places, where it is used by all ranks, and where the poorest man
will expend half his daily income in order to have plenty of butter
to his dinner, and that he may drink at least a guarter of a pound
of it every morning for his breakfast. While I resided at Djidda
butter rose to one half above its usual price, because two ships
loaded with it from Massouah had sold their cargoes in the Yemen,
instead of proceeding to Djidda. Mats made of Doum-leaves,
of which every ship takes a quantity ; they are in general use
throughout the Hedjaz and Yemen, where Doum trees are scarce,
and where few people condescend to earn a livelihood by manual
labour. The floors of the mosques at Mekka and Medina are
covered with these mats, which are renewed almost annually by
the donations of the pilgrims ; and few Hadjis quit Mekka withe
out taking with them a very small neatly made Souakin mat, in
the shape of a carpet, for the purpose of kneeling upon whifi they

. Itisin a liquid state, which is the only kind of butter used in the Weountries.
It is made, as in Egypt and Arabia, by shalling the milk in goatskins the butter

separates (s..;).id\ ‘);5)
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pray. The mats are manufactured by the Bedouins in the moun-
tains near Souakin. A small shell-fish, very commonon the African
coast, is also exported to Djidda. It is eateyr c'hleﬁy -by children
and poor people ; it is called Sorambal: (u\,,o}... y, and is supposed
froNs astringent prupertles, to be a remedy for the dysentery.
Dhourra, water-skins, and mats are exported also to Hodeyda, in
the Yemen, which is the principal market for the horses brought
by the Souakin merchants from the Nile countries. I have alrcady
mentioned that the Sherif of Yemen eagerly purchases African
stallions to remount his cavalry ; a horse worth about twenty-five:
dollars at Shendy, is sold at Hodeyda at one hundred or one hun-
dred and fifty ; but the risks are great, and many of the horges die
during the passage from want of proper care on board the small
country ships. Dromedaries of the Bisharye race, which is the
finest in existence, are put on board the larger ships, and carried
to Djidda. Ifthey arrive safe, they are sold af from sixty to eighty
dollars cach, or about eight times the sum paid for them at
Souakin ; but half at least of those embarked die on the passage ;
the freight for each is ten dollars.

At Djidda the Souakin merchants purchase all the Indian goods
wanted for the African markets, together with those articles of
luxury which are in'demand in Souakin ; such as dresses and or-
naments for the women, household utensils, and several kinds of
L)rovision for the table, such as Indian sugar, coffee beans, onions,
and particularly dates, which are not produced in any part of
Eastern Nubia. A good deal of iron is likewise imported from-
o lances and knives ; they are manufactured by common
o are the only artisans I saw in Souakin, except masons
and carpders, and who furnish fhese weapons to-all the Bedouins

in a circuit af fifteen days journey.
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Few foreign vessels, as I was informed, ever enter the harbour of
Souakin except from stress of weather. The trade by sea is
carried op principally with ships belonging to people of Scuakin
and Djidda, who are almost entirely occupied in sailing between
the two coasts. No week passes without someé vessel arriving fom
Djidda, or sailing for that port. During my stay only one ship
sailed for Hodeyda, and another for Mokha, and nine for Djidda ;
the ship for Mokha was laden with a considerable part of the slaves
who had come with us in the caravan from Shendy, for natives of
Souakin are seitled in most of the towns of the Yemen, where they
act as agents for their countrymen. One ship arrived from
Djidda, and a small boat from Loheya; there were besides four
or five vessels in the hurbour, bound for the Arabian coast. Fhese
ships are often manned by Bedouins, who are as expert in hand-
ling the rigging, as they are in tying the ropes of their camels loads ;
but the greater part,of the sailors are Somaulys from the African
coast lying betwecn Abyssinia and Cape Guardafui, and who are
the most active mariners in the Red §ea. The pilot is usually a
man from Djidda or Yemen. The people of Sounakin are active
fishermen, and have a dozen small fishing boats constantly at sea.
Fish is always found in the market, but very few Bedouins will
touch it. Pearls are sometimes found in the neighbourhood by
the fishermen. Souakin, upon the whole, may be considered as
one of the first slave-trade markets in Eastern Africa ; it import.s
annually from Shendy and Sennaar from two to three thousand
slaves, equalling nearly in this respect Esne and Siout in Egypt,
and Massouah in Abyssinia, where, as I afterwards Jearnt at
Djidda, there is an annual transit from the interior of ahout three
thousand five hundred slaves. From these four poin, from the
southern harbours of Abyssinja, and from the Somauly and
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Mozambik coast, it may be computed .that Egypt and Arabia
draw an annual supply of fifteen or twenty thousand slaves brought
from the interior of Aftrica.

The murket of Souakin is held in the Geyf, in an open space
su\gg.unded by huts, where almost the sameé articles are exposed
for sale as at Shendy. All the surrounding Bedouins take from
hence their supplies of Dhourra and Dammour, in exchange for
hides; the selling of Dhpurra to the northern Bedouins is very
advantageous to the Hadherebe and Hadendoa, who have an exclu-
sive intercourse with Taka. - At the market of El Geyf I saw for
the first time after four months, Dhourra loaves for sale ; these with
butter form the only food of the poor classes in the town,, In all
small concerns, the cwirency is Dhourra, which is mcasured by
handfuls or with the same sized Moud as at Shendy : for greater
bargains dollars are used. Neither the piastre, nor the para, nor the
gold coins of Turkey are taken : but they have old paras cut into
four parts, which are paid for articles of httle value. Saleb toa
large amount are paid by Wokye, or the ounce of gold, which has
its fixed value mn dollars.

'The manuners of the people of Souakin are the same as those 1
have already described in the interior, and I have reason to believe
‘hat they are common to the whole of Eastern Africa, including
Abyssinia, where the character of the inhabitants, as drawn by
Bruce, seems little different from that of these Nubians. I regret
shat I am compelled to represent all the nations of Africa which I
have yet seen, in so bad a light. Had 1 viewed then superficially
1 mxg% have been scrupulous in giving so decided an opinion, but
having ' ‘travelled in a manner which afforded me an intimatg ac-
quaintanee with them, I must express my cony iction that they are
all tainted more or less deeply with ill faith, avarice, drunkenness,
and debauoﬁery. The people of Souakin partake of these vices
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with their neighbours of the desert, and in cruelty surpass them. My
not being jll treated by the Souakin merchants in the caravan must
not be adduced as a proof of their kindness of disposition. The se-
cret fears of the Turks, which the entrance of Mohammed Aly into
the Hedjaz had generally inspired,-together with the appreheyﬁm
of being brought to an account, if it should be known at Souakin
and Djidda, that an Osmanly* had been ill-treated by them, were
probably a powerful protection to me, although not a motive suf-
ficient to induce them to shew me the smallest kindness on the
roate. 1 do not recollect a single instance of their condes-
cending to assist me in loading my camel, or filling my water
skin, of interpreting for me, or of rendering me any of those
little services which travellers are in the habit of interchanging:
on the contrary, they obliged me, on different occasions, to
furnish them with provisions and water ; and in the evening their
slaves were often sent to me to ask for a part of my supper for
their masters, or to demand permission for the slave to eat with
mine, under pretence that he had not had time to cook his supper.
The intimacy of the people of Souakin with the Nubian Bedouins,
and the unsettied state of their own government, have been the
principal causes of their degenerating from the character of their
Arabian ancestors. 'They have every where on the coast of the Red
Sea, the character of avarice and ingratitude, or, to use the expres-
sion of an Arab of Yembo : ¢« Though you give them water from
the holy well of Zemzem to drink when they are thirsty, yet they'
will suffer you to choke with thirst even when their own wells are
Fall” (b b et 5 L o capad IS 0505 Lo o a1 35)5 @D
this‘character is confirmed by the testimony of all those who have
had an opportunity of observing them in their houses. At Souakin,

I had assumed the name of Osmanly ot quitting Shendy, having there heard that
there was an officer of the Pasha at Souakin, and another at Massouah.s
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the law of the strongest alone is respected, and it is impossihle to
carry cn business without purchasing the protection of some pow-
erful Hadherebe. Every day some bloody ('luarrel' takes place
among them. Their bodies, principzlly their backs, are covered
scars ; and a ‘man, far from being reproached as a murderer,
prides himself in the number of pcrsons he has slain in private quar-
rels, and the sums he has paid as the price of blood. Three or four
years ago a slave belonging to one of the chiefs of the Hadherebe
spread terror through the whole town. He was superior to.every
body in strength, as well as in courage and enterprise; and after
committing the most horrible crimes, and murdering upwards .of
iwenty persons, he quitted his master, who through fear still con-
tinued to protect him. He was atlast killed by a youth, whose mo-
ther he had attempted to ravish. While I was sitting one day with
the Aga, a poor sailor entered with a fresh sword-wound in his side,
begging the Aga to protect him from a Hadherebe, who was attempt-
ing his life. The Aga advised him to make up the matter anjicably,
and gave him two measures of Dhourra to console him. Hospita-
lity is as little known here as at Taka. Bouza huts and public women
are as cominon as in any part of Nubia; but I do uot believe that
any Hadherebe woman dares openly to prostitute herself. 'The
druggists shops in the market are kept exclusively by public wo-
men, who are Abbyssinian slaves restored by their masters to
liberty. All the women in El Geyf go unveiled ; those who reside
on the island are veiled, and clothed like the women of Arabia.
There is one coffee-house on the island, where all matters of impoz-
tance are settled zmong the towns-people and the Hadherebe. The
coffee is paid forin Dhourra. The communication between theGeyf
and tlie island isby rafts; a handful of Dhoura is paid to the man who
manages the raft ; but even this trifling fare the Souakin people
are seldpm willing to pay; they strip, and fastening their cloak,



446 SOUAKIN.

sandals, and sword upon their head, they swim actoss the channel,
in the same manner as the Egyptians cross the Nile. They are the
most expe.rt?'swimt;)e're I ever saw, and are particularly skilful in
keeping the body, as high as the top of the shoulder, in an upright
posture in the water, ‘while they werk their way with their lﬁt.)yr
extremities, as if they were walking on firm ground, and almost as
fast.*

The Bisharye language is generally ,spoken at Souakin; the
Arabic, though understood by every one in the Geyf, is spoken
there with-a bad accent, but the inhabitants of the town speak it
as their native language, and with the Djidda pronunciation.
Among-the neighbouring Hadendoas, who bring butter and sheep
to the market of El Geyf, I saw many individuals entirely ignorant
of Arabic.

'T'he people on theisland have a Kadhi, a Mufti, a public school,
and two or three persens belonging to the corps of Olemas. The
chief and richest man amongst them had filled the office of Aga
during the time of the Sherif ; he was now at the head of an oppo-
sition against the actual Aga, who was of Mohammed Aly’s ap-
pointment, and whose official acts his opponent had sufficient
cause to censure. Before 1 left Souakin the Kadhi secretly cal-
led me to his house, and gave me z letter, which he entreated me
to carry to the Hedjaz, and to deliver into Mohammed Aly’s own
hands ; it contained a statement of complaints against Yemak, and
the Hadherebe ; wherein the latter were described as rebels, and
4s having proved themselves to be such by not permitting the
coin of Mohammed Aly and the piastres of Cairo to pass current
in the place, and by not attending the Friday’s devotions, when

This method of smimming is called, on fhe lakes in Swisserland, Water-treading.
Das wasser stampfen,
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public prayers were added for the Sultan' and the Pasha. The
complaints against Yemak were, that he made the Turkish name
ridiculous, that he stood in too much fear of the Bedquins, and
that he disgraced his office by his unnatural propensities.* The
lett}fqvas altogethef' a curious composition ; the most ridiculous
titles were given in it to the Pasha; among others, he was styled
Asad el barr wa fil el bahr (= )3, A\ o), the lion of the earth
and the elephant of the sea. It was signed and sealed by a dozen
supplicants ; and although I did not deliver it myself in the
Hedjaz, I took care that it was duly forwarded to the Pasha.

The inhabitants of Souakin use very few fire-arms, and few indi-
viduals in the Geyf dare fire a gun. They carry the same weapons
as the Nubians, a sword, a lance, a target, and a knife. About a
dozen horses are kept in the town; in war, the bravest men
mount upon dromedaries and surprise the enemy. Almost every
house in the Geyf possesses a dromedary. The Bedouins of the
Geyf are as indifferent about religion as those of the desert; very
few of them would be found, upon inquiry, to know how to pray
in the Mohammedan form; and I was told that even the fast of
Rafmadhan is little attended to. In the town the inhabitants
are as strict in their religious duties as sea-faring people usually
are. |

I calculate the whole population of Souakin at about eight thou-
«sand souls, of whom three thousand live upon the island, and the
restin the Geyf.

The cattle of the Souakin Bedouins are extremely numerous ; they
are kept in the neighbourhood only during the months immediately
following the rainy season, when the surrounding plains produce

* This seems to be the only crime irl the east which has not yet penetrated into

Africa, where all classes express disgust and horror at the descriptions given by the
returning pllgrims, of the unnatural excesses of the Turks and Arabians.
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some pasture ; during the rest of the year they are pastured, under
the care of shepherds, in the encampments of the Hadendoa, in
the mountains of Dyaab, or Langay. An active and daily inter-
course is. kept up ‘hetween the town and all these neighbouring
Bedouins. ‘

About three hours from Souakin is a Wady, in the mountam of
Dyaab; it is watered by a rivulet, and 1s full of date trees, which
are all of the male species, and produceno fruit: a few Hadendoa
live there at present. A report is current at Souakin, that when
that place was the residence of a Pasha, a town stood in this Wady,
which was much frequented by the Souakin people, and where
the Pasha himself passed a part of the hot season, in cool retire-
ment. ;

Some of the Hadendoa inhabitants of the Geyf cultivate, after
the rains, a fertile plain called Tokar, situated about two days
south of the town, ard not far from the sea; it is spacious, fer-
tile, sprrounded by mountains, and watered by torrents; but its
produce bears a very small proportion to the consumption of the
town. ’

About five hours north of Souakin, the chain of the Dyaab,
already mentioned, advances considerably towards the sea; and
the projecting part forms the northern boundary of the territo-
ries of the Bedouins Hadendoa ; beyond it begins the tribe of
Amarer, an independent nation, unconnected with any of the
former, whose encampments are met with on the whole of the coast
‘as far as the island called Djebel Mekowar. These Amarer are
friendly to the Hadendoa, but upon bad terms with the Bisha-
reir ; though it is said that they are descended from the same
progenitors,

Upon enquiry whether the road along the coast to Massouah
was ever followed, I was told that nobody attempts it, and that the
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only communication southwards is through Taka. From Souakin
to Assouan is said to be from twenty to twenty-four days journey,
but the road is not frequented. Last year, when, the robber Naym
interrupted the regular route between Shendy ‘and Upper Egypt
some enterprising Souakin merchants planned a journey to F.gypt
throtigh the country of the Bisharein, expecting to get a good
price for their camels, slaves, and various articles of Indian
pi‘oduce. Although at war with the Bisharein, they procured
a couple of guides of that’ nation, to ensurc their safety, and tc
point out the roads, and they settled at the same time the pas-
sage duties that were to be paid to the Bisharye chiefs. In
Arabia traders travel safely in this manner through the terri-
tories of hostile tribes, who dare not molest them, when ac-
companied by some of their own people. But the Africans are
less scrupulous: at about half-way, the whole of the Souakin
caravan was completely destroyed, and not a single individual
escaped. Itis not likely, therefore, that this route will ever be
again attempted. The Hadherebe have no intercourse whatever
at present with those Bisharye tiibes who people the desert to the
east of the Amarer and Hadendoa, and northward of the former
as high as the territories of the Ababde. The Amarer and Haden-
doa, although at war with the Bisharein, do not cherish the same
deadly hatred towards them as towards the Hadherebe, and some
little traffic is carried on between them. The Amarer buy at
$ouakin their Dhourra, Dammour, and tobacco, which they barter
with the Bisharein for cattle and hides. The principal settlement
of the latter appears to be Olba (a..l-), a high mountain close to the
sea, with a small harbour, at about ten or twelve days from Sou-
akin, and about fifteen days from Daraou in Upper Egypt. Their
principal chiefs encamp in the valleys of thissmountain, which is said
to be extremely rich in pasturage; and to be always inhabited by
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several powerful tribes. Its name is well known in Upper Egypt,
and the Bedouins Ababde often repair thither with Dhourra, and
cotton stuffs of Egyptian manufacture. It is also visited by the
chiefs of the Ababde, for the purpose of collecting a certain
tribute paid to them by these mountaineers for the permigsion
of pasturing their cattle i the ;'ainy season in that parte'of the
northern Nubian mountains which the Ababde claim as their own
patrimony ; but as the two tribes are often at war, the tribute is
not regularly paid.

. Iwas told repeatedly, both in Upper Egypt and at Souakin, that
in the rocks near the shore in the vicinity of Djebel Olba therc are
excayvated habitations, which appear to have been the work of the
infidels.  According to the testimony of several sea-faring people,
Olba is the only tolerable harbour on the African coast, between
Kosseir and Souakin. The Bisharein have a regular market
there, which is supplied from Upper Egypt, Berber, and indi-
rectly from Souakif. Sometimes, but very rarely, small boats
arrivé there from Arakia for hides and butter; but masters of
vessels are afraid of the treachery of the Bisharein, and are seldom
willing to encounter this hazard, in addition to that of the voyage,
although it affords the chance of great profits. It is said that
catnels are very numerous there, and that the Bisharein live almost
catircly on their milk and flesh. 'They cultivate no part of their
valleys, though rivulets are said to be met with in several of them :
Dhourrs is in consequence dear, being all carried to them from a
great distance; the quantity which costs two dollars in Upper
Egypt will purchase a fine camel at Olba. It would be highly
gratifying to visit this harbour, which I suspect has remained un-
known to all modern travellers and navigators, and which, if
examined, might perhaps at oncé settle the disputed points in the
-geography of this coast.

See under 14th July.
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When we arrived, on the morning of the 26th of June, in the
neighbourhood of the Geyf, I expected that we should immedi-
ately enter the place; but this was not the established custom.
The Souakin merchants repaired to iheir homes, while the party
of‘t"orelgn traders al’mhted at about twenty minutes walk from the
town, near the wells which supply it with water ; and where we
found a great number of Negroe Hadjis, who had been waiting
several weeks for a conveyance to Djidda. As we were to remain
here till our affairs should be settled with the chief of Souakin,
who levies duties on all the caravans, every one formed a smiall
tent by mecans of a few poles, over which we tied mats. The
brother of the chief paid us a visit in the afternoon ; and the next
day the Emir himselt came. We paid hiin half a dollar for each
slave, which is the regular imposition. As the black merchants
had some loads with them for which no regular duty is fixed, and
were suspected also to have gold in therwr sacks, it was amicably
agreed that the Emir,who was an old acquaintance of theirs, should
take two of their camels. The chief of the caravan takes besides,
from every merchant who is not a Hadherebe, onc dollar.  With
respect to myself, my camel had become so famous in the cara-
van for his strength and agility, that the Emir wished to make it
his own; he told me that all camels brought from Soudan by
foreign traders belonged to him by right, and therefore insisted
upon taking mine. As I had calculated upon selling it here to
'defray my passage to Djidda, and felt confident that no such law
existed, I refused to comply with the chief’s demand and insisted
upon having our differences referred to the Turkish custom-house
officer. I was now in a place where I thought I might turn to
account the Firmaan I had recgived from Ibrahim Pasha, as well
as an old one given me by his fyther Mohammed Aly, when I left
Cairo eighteen months ago, and before the latter had gone to the
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Hedjaz. Yetas I was not quite sure of the dispositions of these
Bedouins and their obedience to the Pasha’s authority, I said
nothing of tire Firmaans, but demanded to be carried before the
Aga, to whose commands I declared I should Jmmedlatel_y comply,
if he ordered me to’ ddlvel up the camel. {'he Emir from the
first day of our arrival had interdicted me from passing ofer to
the island ; he now thought he might concert his measures with the
Aga himself to strip such an unprotected person as I appeared to
be: he acquainted the Aga with my arrival, and soon after carried
me himself to the Aga’s house on theisland. When we entered,
the Aga was sitting listening to some sailors ; I made him a low
bow, when he addressed me in the Turkish language in such
phrases as would be used in speaking to servants.  Yinding that 1
did not answer him in the same idiom, he exclaimed in Arabic,
« Look at that scoundrel ! he comes from his brethren the Mame-
louks at Déngola, and pretends not to know any thing of Turkish.”
It was true indeed, that in my face and beard I resembled more a
Mamelouk than any other eastern native; but every person in
the caravan knew that 1 had come from Egypt to Shendy, and
that I did not belong to the Mamclouks. Doéngola being only
from ten to sixteen days distant from Souvakin some apprehensions
had long been entertained lest the Mamelouks should endeavour
to effect their retreat to this harbour, and attempt to join the
Wahabi in Arabia against their common enemy, Mohammed Aly
Pasha. Hassan Djouhar (_isk Py =>), one of their Kashefs,
had passed through Souakin in his way to Mekka, in 1812, while
Sherif Ghalib was master of Djidda, and it was well known
that he had had several conferences with Saoud, the Wahabi chief;
The Aga therefore thought by pretending to consider me either
as a Mamelouk spy, or refugee, fhough he must have been con-
vinced that I was neither, and by apprehending me as such. he
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might seize my property with impunity, and also merit the thanks
of his superiors at Djidda, for his vigilance. 1 coo'lly told him
that I had come to him for the purpose of kunowing from his own
mouth, whether the Emir was entitled to my camel. ¢ Not only
th$camel,” he replied, ¢ but the whole of thy baggagg must be
taken and searched. We shall render a good account of them to
the Pasha, depend upon it ; for you shall not impose upon us, you
rascal, and you may be thankful if we do not cut off your head.”’*
I protested that I was nothing but an unfortunate merchant, and
begged that he would not add to the sufferings I had already
experienced. It was my wish, for obvious reasons, to pacify him,
if possible,without shewing my Firmaans, but Yemak soon obliged
me to give up this idea ; he began cursing and swearing in Turkish,
and then calling an old cripple, to whom he had given the title of
Waly, or police-officer, he ordered him to tie my hands, to put me
mn prison, and to bring my slave and baggzige into his presence.
I now thought it high time to produce m y Firmaans, which I drew
from a secrct pocket in my Thabout ; one of them was written in
Turkish, upon a picce of paper two feet and a half inlength, and
one foot in breadth, and was sealed with the great scal of Moham-
med Aly ; the other, a smaller one, was written in Arabic, and bore
the seal of Ibrahim Pasha, his son, in which Ibrahim termed me
“ our man, Ibrahim, the Syrian” (| A o2 L, Radjilna Ibrahim
es-Shamy.)

When Yemak saw the Firmaans unfolded, he became com-
pletely stupified and the persons present looked at me with amaze-
ment. The Aga could read the Arabic only, but he kissed them
both, put them to his forehead, and then protested to me, in the
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most submissive terms, that it was the good of the public service
alone, that, had ded him to treat me as he had done, and for which
he begged .mt a thousand pardons. Nothing more was said about
the Emir’g right to my camel, and he declared that 1 should
pay no duty for my slave, though he was éntitled to it. Me
very naturally asked me the cause of my appearance ; for by this
time my dress, which had not been very splendid when I set out
on my journey, was literally in rags. Ireplied that Mohammed
Aly Pasha had sent me as a spy upon the Mamelouks, and to en-
quire into the state of the Negroe countries, and that I had assu-
med the garb of a beggar, in order to pass unmolested. Yemak
now began to consider me a great personage, and the natural con-
sequence was, that he became afraid of me, and of the reports 1
might hereafter make to the Pasha concerning his conduct and
his government in Souakin. His behaviour became most servile ;
and he offered me a slave girl, and a new dress of his own, as a
present, both of which I refused.  During my stay at Souakin, I
1'epcurcd daily to his house to partake of a good dinner, of which
I stood in great need, and to indulge myself in smoaking Yemak’s
Persian pipe. The people of the town laughed at seeing this man’s
pride humbled by the attentions he thought it incumbent on him
to shew to a beggar like me. My object was to find protection in
his company, to recruit my strength by his good fare, and to save
expense, for by this time I had only two dollars in my purse.
Among the persons whom I frequently met at Yemak’s table was
a Sherif, who during the reign of the Sherif Ghalib had been his
officer of customs and Aga at Massouah, in which he had at first
been* confirmed by Mohammed Aly Pasha; but was soon after
dismissed on account of several fradulent transactions, and had
taken refuge at Souakin. This man had known Mr. Salt during
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his second visit to Abyssinia, and he told me that his master Gha-
lib had given him strict orders to prevent, by every mgans in his
power, any Franks, and English especia]ly,ﬁ'o}n entéfting Abyssi-
nia. As he lad no knowledge who I really was, I had not the
srﬁall‘est reason for doubting what he said. Lord Valentia’s
short stay at Souakin was remembered, and often spoken of as a
singular event.

I continued during the whole of my stay here to live with the
Black merchants outside the Geyf, notwithstanding the pressing
invitations of the Aga to take up my abode in his house. I
assisted them in smuggling scveral of their slaves into the town, a
service which they repaid by ordering their slaves toeprepare
sorhe dried meat for my voyage across the Red Sea. We lived
surrounded by several hundred Tekayrne, who were waiting
for a passage, and who in the mean while earned their livelihood
partly by acting as porters (for the Seuakin people are too
proud to act as such), and partly in making earthen potsefor the
kitchens of the town. I sold my camel for four dollars only, for
the Shikh of the Hadherebe having declarcd that he wished to
buy him, no other purchaser ventured to offer, and he was thus
enabled to fix his own price. Worn down as it was with fatigue,
it was still worth double that sum, for camels are of much the same
value here, as on the Nile countries of Soudan. My camel had
sometimes carried not only my baggage and water, but also my-
self and slave, at times when we were both over-fatigued. In ge-
neral I permiited the boy to ride four or five hours in the early part
of the day, and then succeeded him myself for the remainder. The
Souakin merchants were astonished at my condescension, in which,
I must confess, thatalthough humanity bad some share, self-interest
had: still more ; for I knew that if the slave had been exhausted
by fatighe, I should probably have soon shared his fate. During
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my stay at Souakin thehottest and most violent Simoum occur-
red that I ever remember to have experienced. The whole atmos-
phere appeared to be in a blaze, and we escaped with some
difficulty from being suffocated by the clouds of sand that were
blown about in every direction.

A small ship, one of those called Say in the Red Sea, had begun
to load, and I informed the Aga of my intention to take my pas-
sage on board of it. At any other time, and under other circum-
stances, I should probably have gone from hence to Mokha ; for
previous to my leaving Cairo, Colonel Missett, his Britannic Ma-
jesty’s Resident in Egypt, among numberless kindnesses towards
me, had” done me the favour to write to the East India Com-
pany’s agent at Mokha, apprising him that a traveller of my descrip-
tion might perhaps arrive there from the opposite coast, and de-
siring him to furnish me with money for my future travelling ex-
penses. It had been for some time a favourite project with me to

visit the interior of the Yemen mountains,where the origin of most of

the Bedouin tribes of Arabiais to be found, and where their ancient
manners are said to subsist in all their original purity. In departing
therefore from Upper Egypt 1 bad intended to proceed from Mas-
souah or Souakin, whichever of the two places I should reach, to
Mokha, and from thence to Sana, the capital of the Yemen, where
I might hope to join the Yemen pilgrims in their annual route over
the mountains to Mekka. The performance of this journey would
have been of cunsiderable advantage to Arabian geography, and
it might, perhaps, have led to interesting facts respecting Arabian
hlStOI‘y But the information 1 collected at Souakin respecting
the war in the Hedjaz soon made me abandon this Rroject ;' the
head quarters of Mohammed Aly were then at Tayf, and his ad-
vanced corps was several days journey to the south of that place,
in the very mountains where I should have passed, and where the
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greatest body of the Wahabi forces was collected. There was not
the smallest chance of my passing through these fanatics, who
would have certainly taken me for a Turkish,spy, and*sa:criﬁced me
to their vengeance.

“The Aga ordered the master of the ship td give me a free pas-
sage, and to put on board some provisions for me, consisting of
dates and sugar, the best articles of his own store-room. We
embarked in the evening of the Oth of July. When I saw the
greal number of people assembled on board, I repented having
taken my passage in this ship ; but I soon understood that from
this time till the month of the Hadj (November) every vessel that
sailed from Souakin would be equally crowded with passengers.
My old companions the Black merchants were too numerous
including their slaves, to find room in this vessel, they therefore
determined to wait till another opportunity ; they arrived at Djidda
about three weeks after me. Qur ship, or rather boat, for it was not
more than between thirty and forty feet long, and nine feet broad
in the widest part, had ounly one sail, and was (uite open, without
either deck or awning. It had taken in Dhourra as ballast; the
baskets* were covered with several layers of mats and hides, upon
which one hundred and four persons, including the crew, were to
be accommodated ; of these fifty were Tekayrne men and women,
and fifty were slaves, belonging either to Black or to Souakin mer-
chants, who were on board. During the night, about fifteen per-
sons were sent on shore, to whom the Reis returned their fare,
which they had paid in advance, but there were still eighty-nime
persons in the ship when we sailed the next morning. The avidity
of the masters in*thus overloading their. vessels often causes ¢heir
ruin ; abodt six months ago, two ships on their way from Djidda

Dhourra is transported from Taka to Souakin in baskets two of which make a
camel's load, and in these it is shipped to Djidda.
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to Souakin, with a numtber of Negroe pilgrims on board, were
wrecked on the coast at a short distance to the north of Souakin ;
a few livesonly were saved, and the cargoes were entirely lost. No
year passes without accidents of this sort happening; but the
Arab sailor says—¢¢ Allah iy great!’—and follows the practice'of
his predecessors.

PASSAGE FTROM SOUAKIN TO DJIDDA.

July 7th—We remained in port the whole of the morning, wait-
ing for a supply of water. The Tekayrne and their slaves pay
one dollar a head for their passage ; each of them has his water-
skin suspended over the side of the vessel. Provisions of water for
the master and crew, and for the Souakin merchants, for three
days, are kept in a few large jars standing on the prow. The sailors
and Souakin people dealt heavy blows among the blacks, who
were fighting with each other for room in the vessel. We sailed
in the ¢vening, and anchored after midnight, at the mouth of the
bay of Souakin, where a small ruined bastion or watch tower
stands. Here the pilot who had brought us out of the chunnel
left us, to return by land to El Geyf.

July 8th. We sailed after sun-rise, with a good wind; the
course was northward along the coast, at the distance of four or
five miles, amongst rocks and coral-reefs. At three o’clock P. M.
we entered a very narrow creek, of dangerous access, galled Da-
goratag ; the breadth, at the entrance, was hardly sufficient to
allow a ship of any size to veer round, but the depth of water
was considerable, except close in-shore. T'he beach is sandy and
gravelly, with some trees and shrubs growing upon it. The Be- .
douin inhabitants, who are of the tribe of Amarer, sodh ran down
to demand their harbour dues, which congist of about one dollar’s
worth of Dhourra, and must be paid by all ships touching at this
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harbour. They sold us at the same time, some milk. All these
anchorages are called by the Arabs, Merasy (_oiy).

July 9th. We sailed after sunrise ; it is the practite,in all parts
of the Red Sea to ball at this hour, and to anchor in a port in the
affernoon ; the mariners neves depart from "this custom till they
are obhged to stand over to the opposite coast. 'The ignorance
of the Arabians in navigation obliges them to proceed with great
caution in this dangerous sea. Conscious of their want of skill,
and of the insufficiency of ‘their vessels, they avoid encountering
an open sea or an adverse wind. 'The smaller ships have neitner
logs nor compasses on board, or if they have, never make much
use of them. Our captain’s plan was to proceed along shore as
far as Djebel Mekouar. This is the common route of the Souakin
vessels during the prevalence of the northerly breezes, as the wind
from thence is usually fair for stretching across to Djidda. Ships
bound from Souakin to Mokha generally praceed southward along
the African coast, anchoring in some port every evening, till they
reach Massouah, from whence they cross over to the Arabian shore.
In the northern part of the Red Sea, the vessels bound from Kosseir
to Djidda cross over to the nearest point of the opposite coast,
and then proceed along shore to Djidda. On the contrary,
those from Djidda to Kosseir follow the coast as high as the
latitude of Moyla, or Ras Mohammed, and cross from thence, by
the help of the northerly winds. These coasting voyages are still
;nore pecessary to the Souakin slave vessels, because they are
generally so full of passengers and slaves as to be obliged. to také
in a daily supply of water.

We had a fair westerly wind this morning. The Blacks were all
sick, no pefSon had room sufficient to stretch out his limbs, and
we were confined the whole day jn the same position, exposed to
the heat of the sun; the sailors were obliged to walk over the
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passengers to do their work, and the whole vessel was a scene
of confusipn and quarrelling. In the course of the morning we
passed the tomb of ‘a Shikh named Berghout (w2, ) with a
cupola over it, built upon the beach by Souakin sailors, who
revere him as the protector qf mariners. We saw a great num.ber'of
dolphins, of the same size and shape as those seen on the coast
of Egypt, near the mouths of the Nile; the sailors would not allow
me to throw a lance at them ; to wound one of them they think
will be attended with disaster to the voyage. Soon after mid-day
we anchored in the bay of Gayay4 ; we had sailed almost the whole
morning among rocks just appearing above water. In sailing
into the bay we ran ashore, an accident which often happens;
the sailors are in the habit of entering these creeks in full sail ; when
at a certain distance from the beach, they suddenly furl the sail,
and let the vessel run up to the anchorage ; but they often mistake
the distance, and as they have no anchor in these small vessels, she
is agroand before she can veer round. 'The moment the sail is
lowered three or four men jump overboard, with ropes fastened to
grappling-irons, which they make fast to some coral rock or
tree on shore. ‘T'he passengers go on shore every evening, and
often pass lhe might there. As we had no boat, and the vessel
could not always be brought close in shore, we were somctimes
obliged to wade or swim to the beach.* The Negroes encamped
every afternoon in the same manner as they had done when crossing,
the desert. This evening I observed the whole beach to be covered
with shells, and in the water among the coral rocks were number-
less fishes of various shapes and colours. I was shewn the shell of
the ‘Sorombak, the fish of which is eaten by the Arabs all along
the cousts of the Red Sea, and particularly in this part. Among the

* It was on one of these occasions that a small sack of mine in which wer all' the col-

Tections I had made at Shendy, fell overboard through the negligence of a laﬂon A few
specimens of rocks stiil remain in my posscssion.
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calcined shells, I saw those of the lobster. A party of Amarer
Bedouins came to the beach to sell water, sheep (three fat sheep
for a dollar’s worth of Dhourra), shell-fishs 'boiled fish, and some
hares,* and to receive the usual presents from the master of the
véssel These people were entirely ignorant of the Arabic lan-
guacre, and although we were in much greater numbers than
themselves, they appeared to think very lightly of us, and behaved
with little ceremony or civility. 'The bay of Gayay4 is one of
the best anchorages on this coast; even large ships might find
shelter here in stress of weather.

July 10th. A good wind carricd us before mid-day to the bay
of Deroura, where we anchored, knowing that there is ascopious
well in the neighbourhood. We passed yesterday, as well as to-
day, several other bays frequented by country ships. Fvery pilot
(o l; Robban) knows their situation, but long practice is wanted
not to mistake the entrance, which is always through a labyrinth
of shoals. The Tckaylne went and filled their water-skins at
the well, and after their return the captain obliged them to go a
second time, to bring a sufficient quantity for the ship’s company.
These poor people were, on all occasions, extremely ill-treated,
although not one of them owed his passage to the captain’s
charity ; the Souakin people and sailors cursed and beat them
repeatedly in the course of the day, and obliged them to do the
ship’s work, while they themselves sat at their ease smoaking their
pipes : the water and provisions of the poor pilgrims were con-
stantly pilfered by the crew, and they were crowded into as
narrow a space as three persons would be in the,seat of a
carringe intended to carry but two. The ship’s company and

In the market of Souakin I often saw hares, and was told that the Bedouins in the
neighbourhood “follow their footsteps in thé sands, and surprise and kill them during the
noon tide heat, while they rest under the shade of the shrubs.
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the merchants had every morning and evening fresh Dhourra
bread, baked in a small oven on the prow, while the Negroes, who
were nevet allowed t6 make use of the oven, fasted the whole day,
till they could cook their supper on shore. If any of them at-
tempted to take out a leaf of his papers, or to read or write his
prayers, some Souakiny was sure to throw water over him, and
spoil his book. At Souakin the Tekayrne, before they embark,
are exposed to another inconvenience: instances having been
known of black traders dressing their slaves like pilgrims in order
to élude the duties levied upon them, the Aga has made it a pre-
text for exacting duties upon tree-born pilgrims, by insisting that
they are slaves in disguise, and thus taking two dollars from each,
though they may be able to prove the contrary. For three or
four months previous to the time of the Hadj Souakin is always
full of Tekayrne, and they would be much more numerous were it
not for the ill treatment they meet with froim the people of Souakin,
and the dangers of the passage across the Red Sea; the dread of
which, more than of the journey to the coast, discourages great
numbers from coming.

July 11th. The wind was adverse, and we found ourselves
greatly entangled among rocks. We passed a ruined castle, or
large tower, situated two miles in-land. The Souakin people told
me that it had been built by an ancient Pasha of Souakin, near
well, and that it was a halting-place on the road, once frequented,,
between Kosseir and Souakin. The former existence of such a
route through the mountains of Nubia had already been mentioned
to me by the people of Upper Egypt, and the Pasha of Souakin,
it was said, always travelled by this route from Egypt to his go-
vernment. ,The Souakin peopleefarther informed me, that at
every halting place a similar tower was found ; but this they knew
only by report, none of them having ever travelled the road.
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In the mountains to the eastward of Daraov in Upper Egypt,
three journeys from that village towards the Red Sea, is a plain
with wells of sweet water, which is calle:1 Shikh Shaddy {Jols =)
from the tomb of a holy man, who is said to have died there, on
the raad from Kosseir to Soudkin; which passes by the wells.
The tomb is held in great veneration by the Egyptians; one of
the Mamelouk Begs built a cupola over it, and people frequently
make vows to visit the Shikh’s tomb, and there sacrifice a sheep
in his honour. The surrounding valleys are full of trees; and
according to the statements of my informants there are some re-
mains of buildings, and caverns cut in the rocks. The mountain
has long had the reputation of containing emeralds, and 1nost of
the Arabian geographers confirm the opinion by their writings.
Mohammed Aly Pasha having been informed of the tradition, sent
in 1812 a party of soldiers to Shikh Shadely, accompanied by a
Greck jeweller of Cairo, who was supposed* to understand some-
thing of precious stones. 'They carried several hundred peasants
with them, and after digging mn the rocky ground, and in the plain
near the tomb, in a place were a Mamelouk Beg had been reported
to have found a stone of inestimable value, they happened, by a
singular accident, to dig up a piece of green opaque glass, about
eight cubic inches in size, with something of an emerald hue; this
was immediately declared to be the true stone, and carried as
such in triumph to Cairo. When the jeweller passed through Esne,
I bad just arrived there, and saw the supposed treasure at the
governor’s house ; but I took care not to damp the joy of the officer
of the detachment, who no doubt considered that his fortune was
made. I heard afterwards that the news of the lucky discovery
reached Cairo before the arrivhl of the treasure; that the dis-
coverers received a handsome present from the Pasha ; and that it
was not till long afterwards that some connoisseur had the courage
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to assure his highness that the supposed emerald was nothing but
a piece of glass. It had been dug out of a thick bed of gyp-
sum, betweén ancient walls; and I have little doubt that a glass
manufactory was anciently established on the spot. The sur-
rounding mountains are very well wooded, and the Ababde Arabs
burn there a large (uantity of charcoal from the acacia trees,
which they carry to the Nile, from whence it is shipped by the
merchants to Cairo. The herbs Shieh (‘C“')’ and Rothe (4,), from
which the best Kelly or soda is made are common in the same
mountain, and sand is found in plenty in the valleys; this, there-
fore, was a niost convenient spot to establish a manufactory of glass.
No doubt can be entertained that the ancient Egyptians made use
of glass vessels ; fragments of which, of the most varied shapes'and
colours, are found in the ruins of all their towns. Itis even evi-
dent that they must have attained to considerable skill in this art,
and that they had attempted to imitate precious stones in glass ; for
during my stay at Esne, several small pieces of glass were dug up
amongst the ruins of Iidfou (Apollinopolis Magna), which were
perfect imitations of the amethyst and topaz.

Before mid-day we enteréd the bay of Fedja (p<)* ; its entrance is
easy, and the anchorage spacious. The ship’s yard was Injured this
morning through the unskilfulness of the sailors in tacking ; nothlng,
indeed, can be more dw'kward than the manner in which these
country ships are navigated; none of the crew has any particulas
duty assigned to" him, and every manceuvre creates general confu-
sion. The captain has no real command over his mer, who gene-
rally do only what they like, without attending either to his or the
piloV’s orders ; but as they are great cowards, the consequences of
their ignorance prove less fréquently fatal to the vessel than might

This is an Arabic name; the names' of the bays we had hitherto visited are
Bisharye.
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be supposed. Whenever a fresh breeze springs up, the Arabian sai-
lor instantly furls his sails, and runs his vessel ashore, where he re-
mains till it abates ; if the ship reaches the neighBourhovod: of a bay
before noon, and doubts are entertainea from the state of the wind,
of the possibility of reaching the next bay befote sun-set, the first is
at once entered, and the whole afternoon is passed in idleness ;
for after the ship is made fast, there they remain, however favour-
able the wind may prove. .

El Fedja is a noted anchorage on this coast. We soon opened
a market with some Bedouins, who brought us excellent water.
The mountains continue all_along the coast at about four or
five miles distant from the shore, which rises gradually jo their
base. 'The beach is sandy, with layers of challk, formed by cal-
cined conchylias; great numbers of shells are cverywhere found,
and it appeared to me that cach species was generally contined to
a particular spot on the coast. There were fowever various sorts
in the bay of El Fedja. I particularly 11(3[i(1(3(1 the Sorombak, and
the small white shell called ut Cairo Woda (g22)s with which the
Gipsey women tell fortunes, by tossing them up, as they pro-
nounce the person’s name, and by observing the position in which
they fall on the ground.

July 12¢h. 'We had a good wind, but want of water obliged us
t6 run intu the bay of Araky long beforé noon. It was our prac-
tice not to sail in the morning till the sun was sufficiently high to
render shallow water and reefs visible at a good distance, for in most
of these intricate channels the pilot’s eye is his only guide. Late this
evening, the Arabs brought a large supply of water upon camels
and asses, which they had drawn from a reservoir of rain-water
three or four hours distant insthe mountains. The bay is com-
posed entirely of calcined shelly, and affords a safe anchorage for
large ships. I fought here a hard battle with some of the Souakin
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merchants, who continned to ill treat, by every means in their
power, the poor Negroes, and would listen to nune of my repre-
sentations, in theif behalf. They had conceived a contemptible
opinion of myself, notwithstanding the respect they saw paid to me
at Souakin, because I had not got a new dress, and because they
thought that I had made myself too familiar with the Black wrétches,
as they termed them. I was seconded in my endeavours for the
benefit of the Tekayrne by a Greek Christian, who had come with
us from Souakin, and who afforded me much entertainment during
the voyage. His name was Stafa, a native of Negropont, and he was
a sailor by profession. He had visited England some years ago on
board a, brig of war sent there by Mohammed Aly Pasha, to solicit
permission to sail to the Red Sea by the way of the Cape of Good
Hope. Having remained in England a whole year, he had learned
a little English ; after his return the Pasha had given him the com-
mand of a Dow in the Red Sea. He had been to Souakin to
recover a debt of some 'hundred dollars, from a Souakiny, and
was now returning to Djidda. Like all the other persons on
board, he took me for a Syrian, and conversed with me in
broken Arabic. 1 was exceedingly amused with the account of
his travels in Europe, and the palpable falsehoods and absurdities
which he uttered respecting what he had seen in England, and the
manners of the inhabitants. Comparatively speaking, I had no
reason to complain of my treatment on board the vessel ; the Reis,,
an inhabitant of Djidda, was the more willing to accommodate
nie, as I had given him a dollar as a present, notwithstanding my
being a free passenger: the merchants paid two dollars each.
July 18th.—We had a tolerable wind, and by the help of the
oars, which we often had recourse.to, we reached at two o’clock
A. M. the bay of Tahde. As there was a setdement of Amarer
close to the beach, and as these Bedouins are not in much reputa-
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tidn for good faith, we remained at a cousiderable distance from
the shore. Some of the sailors swam to the beach to settle with the
chief the amount of duty to be paid ; and the Greek oai)tain and I
were obliged to pay each half a mcasure of Dhourra above the
stfpulated sum, under the pretence that we were in the service of
the PBsha, and not Arabs, like the others. We then landed upon
a small raft towed alongside the vessel from the shore, and were
well treated, or at leastswere unmolested by the Bedouins who
assembled around us. They are of the tribe of Coubad, a principal
branch of the Amarer, and they live here in tents made of biack
goats hair, like those of the Arabian Arabs. There were about
thirty or forty tents. 'T'hat of the Shikh was pitched close by
theside of the tomb of his grandfather, a man who had been much
respected among his tribe, and to whom a sepulchre of stone had
been erected. In the evening immense herds of camels, sheep,
and goats, came running down to the beach,to drink at about half
a dozen springs among some trees close to the sea. The water of
all these springs, except one, is brackish. The sheep have short
bad wool; but the hair of the goats is loug. In the mountains are
reservoirs of rain water; but the Bedouins seem to be accustomed
to the water of the springs, and do not take the trouble of bringing
sweet water from such a distance. Not far from the wells the
beach becomes very rocky, is covered with loose stones of great
size, and rises rapidly towards the mountains; as far as 1 could
observe, these rocks are entirely of gray granite. 'T'he whole of
the morning was spent in bargaining for milk ; after the camels had
drank water, their owners milked them ; and the milk was placed
before the camels in large vessels made of reeds, closely interweven,
exactly like those made by the Baribera above Assonan. We had
all brought with us a quantity of Dhourra and tobacco, which are
the best.medium of traffic on this coast. We put down near each
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vessel as much of the one or the other, as we thought fit to give;
but until we made up the exact quantity which the Bedouin was
determined ‘fo have, he continued to order us very coolly to ¢ go
away” (Kak); they would not admit of any sort of bargaining,
but repeated the word Kak.* Several of the'Souakin merchants
and sailors found here some female friends of old acquairtance,
and although the captain had given orders that every body should
return on board after sun-set, they remained on shore, and we
heard their boisterous songs the whole night. The women here
wént unveiled, and behaved with great freedom. The dress of the
men is the usual Dammour shirt; they carry lances, and targets,
and a few have swords ; their principal enjoyment seems to be, as
in other parts of Nubia, to get drunk with Bouza. 'The great
numbers of their cattle expose them sometimes to the inroads of
foreign enemies. The people of Yembo occasionally come here
in small ships, well armed with firelocks, and plunder the whole
neighhourhood of the cattle, alleging as an excuse, that the Ama-
rer formerly killed several of their countrymen, who had been
shipwrecked on this coast.

July 14th.—As we stood out of the bay a ship from Djidda was
entering : vessels bound from that port to Souakin usually cross
over here, and then coast along southward to their destination.
Unless the wind is particularly favourable, they rarely cross the sea
direct to Souakin. Had the wind been favourable for us, we
should have stood across from this bay ; but it was southerly, and®
we therefore steered for a small island, a few miles to the north of
Tebade, where we entered a fine bay, with the intention of waiting

* The Syrian Bedouins have the same custom in bargaining for their horses, The
purchaser states the price he js willing to give, and the owner, without explaining the
sum he wants, replies to every bidding by the word Hot (k>, give or set down,) till the
pidder has reached the price which he has fixed in his own mind.
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there for a northerly wind. This island hears the name of Djebel
Mekouar; Dijebel, because it consists almost entirely of a single low
rocky mountain; and Mekouar, from |, ;,;5, \vhichoi-n:the‘ dialect
of the Yemen sailors means to cross over, or to start in order to
cross over.* The' passage across the sea isusually begun at this
island, as well from its being in 2 more northern latitude than
Djidda, and thus affording the full adwantage of the northerly
winds, as from the paseage across being quite free from hidden
shoals or reefs, which otherwise might render the navigation dan-
gerous during the night. It requires generally two days and one
night to perform the passage.

We dispersed among the low trees and shrubs with which the
shores of the island are thickly lined, and some of which even
gi‘ow in the water ; in foliage the trees resemble the aloe; the wood
is very brittle. The island, as far as I could judge, is about eight
miles in circumference ; on its north-east side, and close to it, is a
much smaller one. 1 wished to visit the interior of the island ; but
we were kept ready to sail at a moment’s notice, in case the wind
should come round to the northward. The island is of secondary
formation, with chalk, and entirely barren, except the beach, where
the trees grow. On its western side is another anchorage, but less
spacious than that on the south side, in which our vessel moored.
It is inhabited by about twenty Bisharye families, who are
complete ichthyophagi: they have very few sheep and goats, the
mountain scarcely affording any pasture. On the north side of
the island are some wells, but the water is so brackish that even

® Thus they say, * We crossed over the sea on such a day”(gh‘ (o s G S u‘)——

and again,  We started from DJebel to cross over to Djidda (m» J Jugl ) ,5 o)
In the northern parts of the Red Sea they use, insteag of the second expression, the verb

i and say, “ We started from Ras Mohammed to cross over to the western continent

(A ) st ) o lisia o).



470 DJEBEL MEKOUAR.

the inhabitants cannot drink it. During the winter they find rain
water amor;g' the rocks; in the summer they cross over weekly
upon the rafts used’ by them in fishing, to the continent, which is
only one or two miles distant, and where they obtain a supply from
some wells to the north of Tebade.- They appéar to live almost
entirely upon fish, shell-fish, and eggs ; they obtain a little milk
from their sheep, which are not more than thirty in number.
'They fish with nets and hooks, which they buy from the Souakin
ships. Of the thick skin of some large frsh, unknown to me, they
make targets of a round and square form, about a foot and a half
in diameter, and sufficiently strong to resist a spear-thrust. In the
mountains they collect at this season vast numbers of the eggs of a
species of sea-gull, which is very common here. About a dozen
men and women came to the bay, with some sheep and a little
milk and eggs for sale. The boiled yolks of the eggs were piled
up on their targets, and, carried on their heads, and I was told that
they preserve them in this state for many weeks. Both the men
and women had u very emaciated appearance; none of them
spoke Arabic. I wished to barter for some milk, but the women
had conceived such horror on seeing me, that they absolutely
refused to have any dealings whatever with me. They all seemed
extremely desirous of Dhourra, which they have no other means
‘of obtaining than from ships touching here ; but their sheep were
still more valuable to them, for they would not part with any of
them, though we offered a good price.

From the adjacent point of the main land begin the territories of
the Bedouins Bisharein, which extend northwards eight days jour-
ney te the limits of the dominions of the Bedouins Ababde. The
inhabitants of Mekouar are exposed,to the attacks of the Amarer
from Tebade,when the two tribes are at war; they then usually re-
tire to the main land ; their principal object in coming here seems
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to be to barter with the ships which touch at the island in their pas-
sage to or from Djidda and Souakin. I was told that they consider
the island as their own property, and that no ‘other Bisharein are
permitted to settle op it. It has been supposed to be the Emerald
Island; but the Arhbian sailors' give that name to some islands
further northward, between this and Kosseir.

"I was informed here,\gat one day’s sail ‘farther north, or from
twenty to twenty-five milds, which is the usual rate of these vessels,
there is a large bay extcn\ding considerably inland, called Mersa
Déngola (das <), or the harbour of Déngola,with an island atits
entrance: it is well known for its rich pearl fishery. The captain of
our boat, Seid Mustafa ed-Djedawy (_sasl “;.Lm &), had onee been
there, and brought home a considerable quantity of pearls of mid-
dling quality, which the Sherif Ghalib afterwards took from him at
Djidda. He told me that the bottom of the sea in the bay was full of
pearl-oysters, and that they may easily be fished, as the water is not
very deep. Itis not however frequented af present for pearl-fishing,
partly because the treacherous character of the Bisharein, who
inhabit the harbour, is much dreaded ; but chiefly because the
ship-owners are fearful of its being said that they have found
treasures of pearls, which would immediately attract the attention
of the government of Djidda. I was repeatedly assured that the
coast northwards from Djebel Mekouar towards Kosseir is entirely
anknown to the Souakin and Kosseir pilots; and that of the
Djidda pilots very few only, of the tribe of the Zebeyde Arabs,
have even a slight knowledge of it. No commerce, nor direct in-
tercourse is carried on between Kossier and Souakin; and the
navigation, of this part of the coast, as well as northward from Kos-
seir to Suez, is scarcely ever performed by .natives of the Red Sea.
The Zebeyde Arabs alone sometimes touch at the harbour of Olba,
which is‘four days sail beyond the harbour of Déngola, and five
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from Djebel Mekouar.' Pearls are said to be found #fl“along this
coast, as.far south as Massouah, but no where in such plenty asat
Mersa Déi;go]a.

We had to repair a leak in the.vessel, occasjoned by her striking
on a coral reef the preceding day’; proper arrfangements wgre also
made in the distribution of the cargo and passengers, in order to
leave room sufficient for the sailors to wor¥ the vessel in the passage
across the sea, which the Arabians nevef’undertake without evident
signs of fear, and without recommendiﬁ'g themselves to the protec-
tion of the Prophet and all the saints.

July 15th.— A favourable wind sprung up this morning, and we
steere€ for the open sea. A compass was brought from amongst
the ship’s lumber, but merely for form’s sake, for the captain and
pilot quarrelled which was the due north. Towards evening the
wind increased, when the sailors exchanged the large sail for a
smaller. When night set in, the brilliant light on the surface of the
water, wherever it was agitated, greatly astonished the Negroes,
who endeavoured in vain to obtain an explanation of the ph&no-‘
‘menon from the sailors. We passed a cold uncomfortable night,
no one having room enough to sieep in. The bold travellers of the
desert betrayed great fear in the open sea, to the great amuse-
ment of the people from Souakin.

July 16th. Early in the morning we descried the coast of
Arabia; the ignorance of the pilot now became evident, for ig-
stead of finding ourselves off Djidda, as we might have been, had
‘he steered by compass, we were at Jeast fifty miles to the south
of it. We entered a small bay in full sail, and had nearly foun-
deted by a whirlwind that sprung up at the moment. We found
the beachto be entirely barren,and without wells or ;sprixigs toa
considerable distance ; no Bedouins were any where visible. We
were now in great diftress for water; the last supply we had
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taken ingl;,Aﬁkyé was nearly consumed ; and the water-skins of
the Tekayrne were all empty ; the wind was foul, and we had no
reasonable hope of reaching Djidda in less thap two days. In the
evening the greater part of the Tekayvne left the ship, to proceed
b¥ land to Djidday; the sailors'represented this place to them as
being’much nearer Yhan it really was, 'and pointed to a mountain,
about twelve miles disiant from our anchqgrage, where they said a
well would be found; Iyt where, as I afterwards understood, no
such well existed, their\cesign being merely to get rid of the
pilgrims in the fear that necessity might at last force them to fall
upon the crew’s stock of water* 'The Souakin ships seldom ar-
rive at Djidda with pilgrims, without their having suffered from a
want of water ; the number of pilgrims on board being always
so great, that it is impossible for them to carry a supply for more
than three days, without a sacrifice of other conveniences, which
they are never willing to make; and Djebel Mekouar, from
whence the ship takes her departure for the opposite coast, furnishes
no water at all. { afterwards saw Negr;aes at Djidda who*had not
drank water during this passage for four whole days. We were
obliged to remain at anchor here till the following day. There
are fewer shells on this coast than on the other.

July 17¢h. About noon we sailed with a southerly breeze, and
at sunset the vessel was moored to a coral reef at some distance
from the shore. There was an almost total eclipse of the sun this
morning ; the sailors and the Tekayrne who remained on board
were all equally terrified at the unusual darkness which surrounded
them. According to the, Mohammedan law, every Mussulman

These unfort\muté Teka);rne were two days and a half in reaching Djiddg; one

of their women and a boy, perished of thirst by the way, and the remainder of the
party arrived in an exhausted state: th;y uttered bitter complaints Against the sailors

for their falsehood.
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repeated two Rekats (4! e Salat el-kassfé, i. em s of the
eclipse), which done, kettles, swords, shields, and spoam were
beaten against each pther while the eclipse continued.

July 18th. 1t was a calm this morning, and the sailors were
employed at the oars; but they became so f'xl}i"gﬁed with rowing,
that we entered about mid-day a harbour op‘)osne to the témb of
a Shikh, with a cupola yponit: it was (,d.]l(% Shlkh Amer (/..c )
There was now not a drop of water in thy: vessel ; a well was said
to be in the mountain behind the shore, );ui no one on board knew
exactly in what part ; and though we were so near Djidda as to
hear the report of some guns in the evening, yetl there was a pro-
bability of our still remaining on board several days, and thus
suﬂ‘erin;{%r all the pangs of thirst. I desired therefore to be set on
shore upou a raft which the captain had purchased at Tebade.
The Greek passenger, and two Souakin men, with their slaves
also followed. W€ walked the whole night along the barren
heach, which was covered with a saline crust, till we fell in with
the high road leading along shorc towards Yemen; about an
hour from Djidda we reached a Bedouin encampment, where we
refreshed ourselves, and safely entered the town in good health.
In the course of the morning of the 19th, we smuggled the slaves
who had walked with us, into Djidda; those landed from the ships
pay a duty of a dollar a head. The vessel arrived the deay
following, the 20th July, 1814.
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Itiverary from thevFranﬁgrs of Bornou, by Bakr el Ghazal, and Darfour
to Shendy.

Fxou Bornou towards Bahr ¢l Ghazal, ties D:r Katakou ()ﬂ.: )L\); its king is tribatary
to the king of Bernou, who resides at Birney (sz/;).* The principal districts of Katakou,
which have all their own chiefs, are Dur Mandara (:l...«';..,o); Dur Mckry (ufg), Dar

Ankala (JGY)5 Dar Afady {_s29!); Dar Kolfey ( &€). The Bedouin tribessn Katakou,
are Beni Hassan + (L‘J“‘> c’""): Oulad Abou Khedheyt (},,.5; :g‘ .\\3;\); El Nedjeymé

(eans?l) s EI Fellate (4d)) 5 Beni Seid (daw (o0)s Essalamat (coeddl); EI Kobbar

(J\,&m; El Aouy Syc (a,'....,'_}xﬂ); Om Ibrahim (\.,_.Ai);\ m'n); El Adjayfe (uﬂ)\.&'j”
All these tribes puy tribute to Bornou; and all pretend to graw their origin from Arabia,
Some of themn speak the Bornou language, while others, ux the Beni Hassan, Essalamat, Om
Ibrahim, spcak only Arabic. The stronzest among them are the Fellate. They #e often at
war with the king of Bornou, and have, in later times, it should seem, extended their influcnce
over the northern limits of Soudan, quite across the continiat, for they are also in great
strength at Timbuctou; apd about ten years ago conquered, and half rumcd Kashna. Their
chief forcc is cavalry, and their chiefs dress in robes of coloured cloth or silk.

Between Katakou and Bahr ¢l Ghazal, flows the great river called Shary (o5)\)y in 2

»

All reports agree that there is a great fresh-water lake in the interior of Bornou, on the
west side of which the city of Birrey is said to be built. The size of this lake cannot be so
easily determined by hearsay, for the statements respecting its length vary from four to
fifteen days. Several large torrents are reported to empty themselves iuto it, and it contains
many islands.  On its cast side dwell idolatrous nations, the most numerous of which are the
Voey. The name of the luke is Nou, and from it the country derives the name of Bornou
(’JJ:'), or the lund of Nou. ‘

1 I received this Itinerary at Mekka from one of the Beni Hassan, a remarkahly: shrewd
young man, who knew the whole of the Koran by heart. IMe was of the darkest brown coloyr,
somewhat approaching to a copper tinge ; hisefeatures were decidedly Arab, having nothing of
the Negroe,in them.
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direction, as far s I could learn, from N.E. t0'S W.,* towards lmieu-a,wh ree was
unknown. It is represented to be as large as the Nile, full of fish, yd.ahuudigqithcm-
codiles, hippopotni, and %n %nimal called Om Kergay { 23 oV, s said to he as large as
rhinoceros, with a very small head and mouth, but harmless. Iubanhmmlnb hy
phants, rhinoceroses, lions, ayd giraffas, The Bair Djad (a\-
into the Shary, besides several smaller pnes. The tribe Abou K| edheyr reude clneﬁ: on its
banks, which are also visited in the summer by the other Bedouipd, for the purpose of pasturing
their cattle. From the limits of Bornou to Bahr Shary'is fiftes days slow march, in the diwc.
tion of the Kebly.+ The route from Bahr Shary to Bahr el fihazal is in the same direction.
. The Bahir el Ghamal (J1all =) is a wide extent of 'wvound without any mountains :
it is called Bahr (i.e. sea, or river), and also Wady, tradition reports, that in ancient
times a large river flowed through it. Rice grows wild 3 elephants are in great numbers, and
" all the other wild beasts above mentioned are found init. It is inhabited only during the rainy
season, and the months immediately following it, by Bedouins, who there pasture vast herds of
cows, caméis, and sheep (the latter without wool like those of Shendy), and who retire, in the

dry season, towards the limits of Katakou, Bagerme, and Dar Saley. They purchase the Dhourra ¥

. mecessary for their consumption in Dar Saley and Bagerme; and in the latter place they also
~procure the blue and red striped cotton stuffs there manufactured, for which they give in ex-

_change cows, the general cirrency of the country in all large bargains; a fine slave girl is -

. there worth ten cows. All these Bedouins, as well as those of Katakou, are Muasulmana, and

the greater part of them speak nothing but Arabic. They have a good breed of horses, which
they mount in their wars ; their wéapons are lances, and a few two-edged swords of German
manufacture, like those used in Nubia.and Abyssinia; coats of mail, worth twenty cows each,

are &equeat among them ;.  they ride mares only. They live in huts (Ishash _ ) made of

rushes ludbrmhwood,md intermarry with the people of Bornou, !agmnr, and Saley. There
_is no trade in thewr country, which is not visited by any caravans; and it unot unusual to see
‘heaps of elephants tusks collected, which no body carries away. 'I‘haeBedo\uu are lominu
visited by Sherifs from the Hedjaz, who come by the way of Sennurandl)arfo\xr,moﬁqu

selicit alms of the chicfs of the tribes, who respect them as descendants of the fun. ’ﬂm

W
< Atuedfnalmetmthhnd{her man from the Beni Hassan, who mwﬂﬁw&ﬂ 4

‘u.. md»n mentioned ; he confirmed the ‘ccnhcyoftlu mmnq. but m&:

']
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umk, md clam. A man whopommaﬁfty cows, two camels, and a mgre, ueuuidered
to be poor. Spanish dollars are found amongst them, but not as a currency. The law of reta-
liation isin full force. ' Among the Beni Hassan the price of sbleod ( Anqc, lgm) is two
hundred cows, if a stranger kills one of them, or one hundred, nf an Arab of the same tribe is -
thr‘mwderer, a distinction which is alse madg in Arabia. Few people among them read and
write, oF ane Fakys; those {:ho aspire to that name, study in the ‘schools of Bagerme, Katzkbﬁ.
and Saley, and are held in g reverence by their cotmtrymen. The place mearest to the Shary
in the Bahr el Ghazal, is Ka o15), four days distant ; it .is a large district inhabited by the
tribes of Tendjear ()r:" ) and Beni§Vayl* (L, )3 they have their own language, and speak :

‘no Arabic. Between Kanem andiS¥ary is the Dar Karka (K)K o) s which forms no part of the
Bahr el Ghazal ; it is inhabited by (R Bedouins Kory (_s,s$), who pasture their cattie on the
banks of a large river, called Bahr el Feydh (_s.d] =), i.e. the inundating river, fron its
periodical risings, and which empties itsell into the Shary. The Kory have a breed of very large
cows, with horns two feet long.

_ The principal tribe in the Bahr el Ghazal is that of Beni Hassan, who pretend tope from the
‘Hedjaz, and whe assert that the Sherif Rashouan is their forefather, They are related to the Beni
Hassan in Katakou. They speak Do other language than Arabic, are of a deep brown colour, and
have lips rather thick, but nothing else of the Negroe character; their hair is not woolly, They

are subdivided into the tribes Daghana (&:0), which inhabits cldse to Kanem; Oulad Mehareb
(:....»}z" o3!); Oulad Serar (1o oy1)s Oulad Ghanem (4ilz Hy)); Oulad Abou Aisa () oy!
a2), and El Aszalé (gdledl). In the district occupied by the Daghana, is a place called Mezrag
U1 o)y in which is a fresh.water lake ( ,l.»- Lo 1= Bahr ma halou), twe days Jourmes in length,
and half a day in breadth; it is called Wady Hadaba {\sa» ._;o‘,), and is always filled with
- water. The Bedouins of Bahr el Ghazal are continually moving about, Three or four days from
thm, on the northern si“,hve Negroe tribes of infidels, who have many languages; as El
Kareyda (3 l); El Keshreda (53,261) ; El Nouarme (&< ,\y:il); El Famallah (&JLeldl); the
Arabs of Bahr el Ghazal often make predatory incursions among them, and drive away their chiley
‘dm u:hvu. lf we had ﬁre.loch, ;aid my mformant, ave should soon be able to wbﬁtethem

/s from Bahr ¢l Ghazal lies Bagerme (4<Sb), a country lately conquered by the
nhbitants have a language of their own, but are all Mussulmans; their manu.

a stuff furnish the whole of the eastern part of Soudan, with the stuff of which
ms. O'iwe'mm%)rthrea‘ yeaucmvmofh&pgo fmmligeme"b



