ANTHROPOLOGY

y far the greater part of the populution of Norway belongs to
the Germanic race, Northmen in the proper sense of the word.
In addition to these, there is a small proportion of Fiuno-Ugrian

origin —- Lapps (1 "o} and Fiwns (Y2 o).
The first compyehensive unthropological investigation of Noy-
wegians —— as of several other nations — wus made during the

American civil war. The following measurements for the troops of
the Northern Stuates are given according to Baxrer:

Nationaliy Eouminr | Heiglit Bresdth of hest

i 1. (BN
Ameriean v . . | 36H,8T0 | 171.9 B4.0
Norwegian . . . . . | 2,200 1714 Hi.z
Swedish . . . . L L L1001 qnwn BT.2
Seoteh . . . .o, .. 3476 1 1703 ! B4
gy 2 @ wrn o w ow i .: a0A0T : T6HW.GH 1 KoK
English S 1% £ TSN S (1 848
Gierman N, I 34996 1690 {I 86,1
French . . . . . . I 3,243 [ 1683 | 85.8

The Norwegiaus prove to be the tallest of all Europeans, but
come affer the Americans (and Indians). In breadth of chest they
are excelled by none.

We find infcrmation on the subject of other anthropological
characteristics in Gouwno. All Scandinavians are classed together,
but the difference between them is not very considerable, and more
" than half of those examined were Norwegiuns. The figures may
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perhaps be arranged synoptically in the following manner, where
dark types are given, in proportion to light, letting light = 10.

Nutionality | Number | Eyes ! Hair (Complexion i Dark : Fair
: ; ’ ; : L
Seandinavian . . | (6782 | 2:10 0 2:10 - 2:10 | 2:10
Germun . . . . 1 (890217 | 4:100 4:700 4:10 | 4:10
Seotech . . . . 7,313 4:10 H:10 4:10 4:10
English . . . . = 80,037  4:10. 5:10° 4210 | 4:10
elrish . . . . . 83,128 3:10 ) 6:10 . 5010 ) 510
North American . 544,000 5:10 0 7:10 410 h:10
French . . . . 6809 9:10 9:10 1210 | 10:10
South European . 8OT S14:10 31:10 3010 27 10

Scandinavians, and with them Norwegians, are thus characterised
on the whole, as the fairest umong the so-cailed white races, just
as we have seen that they are the tallest (after the Americans) and’
the broadest.

For the last 21 years, it has been possible to find anthro-
pological data in our own recruiting statistics, which, however, do
not include the three most northern provinces. - The results for
the last few periods of five yvears may be summed up as follows:

CIBTR-82 © 188387 ' 188802 | 189397

Height ‘average of hattalions: | 1688 cm. | 1649.1 (-.m‘; 1646 (:.uu_ 170.1 e

Less than 158 em. . . . CoLM e o 19 % | 14 % 7 13"
Fit for service (liner . . . 520 % ° 58.0 "% 85,0 % r u6.0 /s
Of weak frame . . . . . BT "o ;' 60°% | 33% | 23%

These figures show a constunt and rapid improvement i the
physical development of Norwegians during this period. The height
has not yet ind reached that of the Norwegian volunteers in
America in-the sixties, but the latter were, on an average, older,
and growth after 22 years of age is without doubt considerable
(in a battalion observed to be about 3 em. from 22 to 25). Full-grown
Norwegians are now, on an average, scarcely less than 172 ¢m.
(d ft. 7% in), and the Americans’ former maximum among the
white races is probably reached. The Norwegians in the most
northerly provinces are above the average.
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It has been theught that the extraordinarily large amount of
emigration during these 20 years would lower the physical effi-
ciency of the nation. Reeruiting statistics show, however, that the
reverse is the ease, and that in years of great emigration in the
distriets, there is a better quality in those left behind (a greater
percentage of able-bodied men. fewer men incapable of all military
service, fewer with narrow chest or with weak trame).

The Norwegians are no more an unmixed race i an anthro-
pological sense than any other European nativn. (. 0. Ario's com-
prehensive investigations have shown that a distiuetion must® be
made between two pronounced aunthropological tvpes. There ix a
type which possesses in a marked degree those very qualities al-
ready mentioned, which characterise Norwegians as a whole, namely,
great height and tajrness {white skiu, fair hair and blue eves). 1t
proves to be further mavked by the form of its skull. Tt is a
dolichoeephalic (ceplalic index about @5, of living persons about 77,
with narrow, straight forehead, strongly-mavked supercilinry arch,
flat lateral surfaces, and o somewhat projecting oceiput, and power.
ful muscuiur atﬂuch:nents. The face is long, the nose narrow and
prominent. The occurrence clsewhere of these characteristic features
shows that this is the true Germanie, or wather Adryan lype.

By the side of this type, we find, however, another -— the
brachycephulic type (eephalic index about 83, of living persons
about 84), with @ more rounded forehead, and iess pointed oceiput,
u shorter face and u broader nose ou u tatter buse. This type
seems originally to have heen dark-complexioned, as o yellowish
complexion, dark hair and brown eyes. are far more genera! than
among the dolichoeephali.  Height only medinm.  The type is
certuinly closely related to the Central European brachycephali in
South Germuny, France, ete.. the Alpine type.

Between these two anthropological types, o very extensive
crossing has of course taken place. Arwso's invggtigutions, however,
show that there are many distriets in the con&r}' where the long-
skulled type uppears ui u tolerably pare form, and with marked
mental characteristics, and others where the short skulls, with their
peculiay mental habit, are the prevailing. The latter is especially
the cuse along the coust us far as it hus been examined, and in
o few of the forest districts inland. One specially strong centre of
the short skulls is in the Stavanger province, where they perhaps
amount to _“;’4? Even there, however, the Aryan element in the

' 6
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crossing has had so sfrong an influence on the population, that it
can only be characterised as fair with gray eves; and the stature,
especially on the coast farther north (More), is very considerable.

On the whole, the Norwegians principally bear the impress of
the fair long-skulled Aryvan type, which must be supposed to have
taken a comparatively larger share in the composition of the people
than in other countries, perhaps three fourths.

The Lapps. who are generally called Finns in Norway, are a
brachycephalic race, which, however, is very clearly distinguished
anthropologically from the short-skulled type found among the true
Norwegiuns. The cranium is lower, more rounded, and with weak
museular attachments, Cephalic index about 8), in life 88 (ac-
cording to Maxrtecazza and Sommiek). The face is very broad
" across the cheek-bones, but tapers off to a weak chin. The nose
is flat. with a broad base. and the mouth is lerge. The skin, ex-
cept in children, is rather dark. The hair is generally chestnut
brown, but quite as often fair as dark. The growth of hair on
the face is weak, generally confined to the upper lip and a little
on the chin. The eves are quite as often light as dark,
are deep-set. sometimes obliquely placed under heavy. often in-
flamed eyelids.

Their stature is very small, perbaps not averaging more than
O feet in men of pure Lapp race. Mantegazza and Sommier found
among H8 men a height of 152 em.. among 22 women, 14H em.
It is true that the average height of 112 -Finns», who were examined
the year after the introduction of compulsory enlistment in the
three northern provinees, was 1629 ¢m.; but muny of these cannot
have been of pure Lapp blood; and the very way in which the
heights appear to be distributed indicates a Finnish type with a
height of 157 em., and perbaps this number, too, increased by
crossing.  Even if these recruiting measurements only gave 23 %o
below the standard, it would be reasonable to suppose that the
typical mean height of the true Lapps is quite below the minimum
for Norwegian recruits, viz. 16% cm. The frame, wmoreover, is
slender, with round chest, and slight muscular development. They
are generally bow-legged, with short, broad feet and a wuddling gait.

How far, too, the fairness is due to the long-continued cros-
sing with Scandinavians, it is difficult to determine; but the shorter-
skulled half of Mantegazza's Lapps were, if anything, fairer than
the lesy short-skulled. In m::* case, however, the Lapps form a
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very distinet race, having their nearest relatives among the Mon-
golian tribes. Their language is nearly allied to that of the Fin-
landers, more distantly to the other «Finno-Ugrian: or « Ural-Altuie»
langnages.

There is now mno longer any reason for upholding the old
doetrine that the Lapps originally peopled the whole of Scandinavia.
They probably cume to Norway later than either ofl the two types
that are found among the Norweginns proper. 'They must have
come from the east by a northern ronte, as a hunting and fishing
people with the culture of the stone age. A special type of stone
implements has been referred specially fo them  —  the aretic
stone age» - and these implements must have been in use among
them much longer than among the Scandinavians. The reindeer,
npon which the true nomadic Lapps are so dependent for their
subsistence, thev possibly first learnt the full uxe of from the
Seandinavians. A thousund years ago, however, they were found
as fishers at the head of the fjords, or wandering as nomads among
the moantaing in very much the same districis as now, hardly
south of Jemtland. Tt ix only vecently that they have advanced
in avy numbers worth mentioning, along the mountain ridge,
south of 64

During the last few centuries, the Lapps in Fimmnarken have
wmultiplied morve than the Norwegians, — trom about 4000 in 1567
to 9000 in 1891, Since 1825, however, the pumber of Norweginns
has increased so enormously, that the Lapps do not now amount
to more than 40 % of the population of Finmarken. In the Tromse
and Nordland provinces, they are also relatively vetrograding; but
the race cannot be said to be dying out, when, throughout the
country, it has inereused from abont TOO0 in 1724 to 13,600 in
1845, and 21,000 in 1891. Barely !, of these are now true
nomadic Lupps; most af them live as fishermen in the fwo most
northerly provinces. In the two inland distriets of Finmarken,
Karasjok and Kautokoino, 9 % of the population are Lapps.

Norway hus received other immigrants from the east, belonging
to the Finno-Ugrian race. There is no trace in the population
of the present day, of an immigration of Permians from Northern
Russia to Maiangen in the Tromse province, in the 13" century.
The immigration from Finland, about the year 1600, to the exten-
sive border-forests east of the Glommen, was of more sigmificance.
It is, true that most of these Finng settled in :learings on the
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Swedish side; but not a few came right into Norway, some even
as far west as Liers Finmark (north of Drammen). In spite of
their lonely dwellings in the great Finn forests, these Finns are
now almost completely assimilated with the Norwegians. In Soler
(north of Kongsvinger), however, in 1891, 85D were still reckoned
as Finns, in Grue alone, ! of the population; but there are not
many more than 100 who really talk Finnish. Anthropologically,
however, the Finnish element can still be distinetly traced.

But the most important immigration from Finland has taken
place recently, to the two most northerly provinces. These Finns
are cnlled in Norway «kveners. from the ancient naume of the
people living round Bottenviken. During the great Scandinavian
War, 1700 1720, many immigrated ; but it was not until about the
middle of this e¢entury that the number became considerable, ulmost
quadrnpling itself in the Tromso and Finmarken provinces between
1840 and 1875, having increased to 10,000, Of lute years, however. the
immigration has almost ceused, and the increase of Finns from 1875
to 1891 has only amounted to H %, ag againgt 12 %o of the Lapps
and 21 “u of the whole population. But the Finns aud Lapps
together still make up more than half of the population of Finmarken
(23 and 32" respectively), and ! of the Tromso provinee (6 aud 14 /).

Aunthropologically, the Krens occupy in most points an inter-
medinte position between Norwegians and Lapps. In every-day
life, too, they occupy a kind of mediatory position between the
two so different naticnalities. Marriages are more frequently coun-
tracted between Kvans and wembers of one of the other races, than
between the two latter; and the social distance, and difference in
mode of living are distinetly equalised in districts where Kveens
are found in any number.
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POPULATION

T"E present section treats of the population of Norway, con-
sideved from a statistical point of view. The subject is
divided into the following hve heads:
I. The size of the population.
I1. The geographical distribution of the population.
IIT. The composition of the population.
IV. The growth of the population.
V. The movewment of the population
The population of our country presents to the investigator
several peculiarities. most oi' which, however, are common to our
kinsmen, the Swedes und the Danes, oi' whom the first especially
are very closely allied to us in several ways. This chnilarity finds
ity explanation, not only in the relutionship, but also in the out-
ward cirenmstances in which the population lives, the climate,
conditions of trade, etc.. which, especially in the two mnations
inhabiting the Scandinavian peninsula, are in many respeets identical.

. SIZE OF THE POPULATION.

Farticulars as {o the popnlation of Norway in olden times
are few and uncertain. Towards the middle of the 14th century,
the lund is supposed to have had 300,000 inhabitants; but during
the years 1340 and 1350, this number underwent a sudden and
great reduction. In the autumn of 1349, the infection of a rava-
ging pestilence was brought over to Norway inan English trading
vessel; the disease gained a footing, aud carried away in a short
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spuce of time, at loast Yy of the popultion. Our nucient legends
have much to relate about this terrible calamity. which entirely
laid waste large tracts of the country. Not until the beginning
of the JGth century is the population supposed  to have again
attuined the size it had before the <black death» ravaged the
country; and a little beyond the middle of the 17th century the
country seems to have had about 450.000 inhabitauts, this nunber
increasing by the end of the century, to about half a willion.

Our first general census, including women as well as men,
dates from the year 17649, This gave a total of cire. 727,600
inhabitants. The next censns was on the Ist Feb. 1801, and
showed the population of the country to be 883,038 dowmiciled in-
habitants, and on the 30th April 1515, according to the third
census, there were 830451 inhabitants, a figore which, however,
inust have been too low, as very reliable calenlutions that have
been made, give a result of 902,700 on the 31st Dec. 1814,

Sinee that time, a general census has been taken in Norway
every 10 years, in IR25, 1835, 184D, ete., excepl in 1885, when the
eensus which should have been tuken then was put off for H years,
in order to coincide with the census-year of several other countries.

The next census is to be taken on the 1st Jan. 1901, The
time for the census, since 1840, has always been fixed for the
beginning of the vear.

With euch of these eensuses which, owing to the scattered
population and the difficulty of communication in former times,
Lave cost much labour and money — more and more detailed
information has been obtained concerning the sex of the persons
numbered, their age, station in life. ete. These specifications ure
for the most part worked out und published in the official statis-
tics of Norway, and ufford good und abundant waterial foir the
study of the demography of our country.

The censuses taken during the present century have given the
following results:

Aug. 1b, 1769 . . . . . 727,600 inhabitants
Feb. 1, 180t . . . . . 883,038 >
April 30, 1815 . . . . . 885,431 »
Nov. 27, 1825 . . . . . 1,001,318 »
Nov. 29 18385 . . . . . 1,194,827 »
Dec. 31, 1846 . . . . . 1,328471 y

Dec. 31, 1855 . . . . . 1,490,047  »
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Dec. 31, 1866 . . . . . LIOLT7H6G inhabitants
Dec. 31, 1875 . . . . . L1SI34H
Jan. 1, 1891 oL 20000917

These figures refer to the domiciled population of Norway,
and are caleulated from the specifications gathered in the domi-
ciles of the enumerated persons. When we add to these the nuni-
ber of Norwegians that were abroad at the time of the census,
and subtract those persons temporarily in Norway. but with their
homes abroad, the population rises in 1891 to 2,004,102 The
domiciled population on the TIst Jan. 1897, is caleulated 10 have
beer; about 2,110,000 persons.

The position our country occupies as a sea-faring country
par creellence, involves the necessity  of o comparatively  large
number of seamen being constantly outside the boundavies of the
country. The difference between the actual and the leaal popu-
lation becomes therein comparatively considevable.  The former
amounted, in 1891, to 1LUSK6T4 persons, thus 15428 less than
the latter, off whom L—Hl-l:'r were seamen, some with wives, children,
ete. Moreover, 3429 other Norwegians were abroad on the census
day. while on the other hand, 2!M6 of the persons in Norway
had their homes abroad.

The population of the kingdom present on the Ist Jan, 1897,
was calculated to be about 2085000 persons,

il. GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE
POPULATION.

While Norway occupies rather more than 3 "o of the total
area of Europe, her population amounts to only ' " of the
population of the continent. Tt follows from this that the denseness
of the population of the country is considerably less than the
European average, and Norway is actually the most thinly popu-
lated of the Huropean kingdoms.

The area of Norway is 124495 sq. miles, of which 4,950
$q. miles are occupied by lakes, cte. Leaving these out of con-
sideration, there were, in 1891, about 16.80 inlabitants to the sq.
mile, while the proportion when the whole area is taken into
account, would be about 16. The corresponding figure for Fin-
land was 16.50, and for Sweden 27.70 inbabitants per sq. mile. In
Denmark, on the other hand, in 1890, there were 147.60, and in Bel-
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gium as many as H33.50 to the sq. mile. For the whole of Europe, the
proportion is caleulated to be about 98 inhabitunts to the sq. mile.

As in thinly populated countries generally, the denseness of
the population in Norway is very different in the several districts.
Of the legal divisions (emt), not including those of Kristiania
and Bergen. Jarlsberg-Larvik is the most thickly populated. there
being on an average 116 inhabitants to the sq. mile. Even this,
however, is considerably below the mean for Denmark. Next
comes Smaalenene with 80.20, and Akershus with about H1. These
three divisions lie round the Kristiania Fjord, which thus forms
the most thickly populated distriet in the country. 11 Kristiania
be included in Akershus, which surrounds it on all sides, the
denseness of the latter's population hecomes about 121 per sq. mile,
or rather more than in Jarlsberg-Larvik. On the otlier hand,
the thinnest population is to be found in Finmarken, where there
are only 1.D0 persons to the sq. mile, or not guite so many as in
Iceland. where the corresponding ratin is 1.8(L On the west coast,
the Stavanger division is the most thickly populated, with a ratio
of 3190, The two lurge castern inland divisions, Hedemarken and
Kristian's amt, on the contrary. have a population of only about
11.60 inhabitants to the sq. mile,

These rutios, however, give only an approximately correct
idea of the way in which the population ix scatiered over the
country. Tt may, indeed. show that human habitations are distri-
buted unevenly., but it does not show how men have selected their
dwelling-places according to the geographical nature of the land,
aund the natural productiveness and fitness of the various districts
to afford them a subsistence. In this respect the state of uffairs
is very different in Norway from what it is in most other coun-
tries, because those tracts of land which are at all habitable by
human beings, are not only disproportionately small, but also, on
account of the peculiur formation of the country, more scatiered
over ity surfuce. Rather more than */y of Norway's area is not
only uncultivated, but totally incapable of being cultivated; and
of the remuinder ubout */5 is occupied by forest, so that the
amount of cultivated land is only between 3 and 4 per cent of
the total urea of the country. For purposes of comparison it may
be mentioned that the amount of cultivated land in Denmark is
about 76 " of its total area. in Frunce about 70 °, and in
Furope as a whole, more than 40 /. ' '
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With regard to the density of the population, it will be
advisable to distinguish between Northern Norway, comprising the
Tromse diocese, and Ronthern Norway, under which the five sou-
thern dioceses may be classed. The former extends generally as
a narrow coast region through 6 degrees of latitnde, with a rugeed
shore, dotted with innmmerable islands, and is generally only ahout
a fourth part so thickly populuted as the remainder of the countr)
The greater purt of the population has guthiered along the coast
and upon the islands, of which a few in the Lofoten gronp, which
are the seene of the great annual cod-fisheries. arve comparatively
thickly populated. A few coast districts. foo. on Helgeland, have a
relatively large population. On the other hand, throughout Northern
Norway. the inland districie are for the most part uninhabited.

South of the Trondhjem IPjord, the country increases con-
siderably in width, the coast-line sloping very much westwards as
far us Stad, south of which, the country between about 627 and
597 maintains the swwe width, "and then tapers off to the south.
Almost the whole of this space ix filled by mountains, which
descend precipitously to the sea towards the west. and afford only
scunt room for building along the coast, on the islands fringing
it, und along the fjords. Towards the south and south-east the
incline is more centle, and the mountuin masses are broken up
by several narrow, but long valievis, traversed by rivers, and afford-
ing a narrow space tor the building of havitations. In the south-
eustern purt of the conntry. about the Kristiania Fjord, the country
has u flatter churacter, and the rivers coming from the N and
NW, form lakes of varying sizes in their course, in the vicinity
of which the land is cultivated and to some extent quite thickly
populated. South of Trondhjem, Norway is represented on a
population-chart as a large blank surfuce with a more or less
narrow margin of inhabited country along the coast. interrupted
in several places by stretches of altogether wninhabited country;
and south of the Dovre Mountains, running chiefly n a south-
south-easterly direction, and north of those mountains, running in
a northerly direction, are inhabited clefts in the mountain masses.
The boundaries between the inland thinly-peopled-district, and the
outer, better populated coast region, cannot of course be drawn
with perfect precision, but are yet generally quite distinct.

The districts on the east and scath sides of the Trondhjem
Fjord are among the most thickly populated in the country. Here
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lies Trondhjem on ancient, classic soil.  South of this fjord, the
strip of population tapers off along the coast. but in Sogn pushes
tar inland. South of the Sogne Fjord, the line of habitation
again becomes brouder along the coast about Bergen, Haugesund
and Stavanger, and several of the islands outside are quite thickly
inhabited. In the Lister-Mandal division there comes another
broader belt of inhabited country, which. however, diminishes
again in width at Arvendal, but then once more becomes broader,
aud, with a few off-shoots upwards - Jarge valleys — merges into
the well-populated districts around and north of the Kristiania
Fjord. This inhabited country continues in an almost unbroken
line through Osterdalen and Guldalen to Trondelagen, through Gud-
brandsdalen and Raummadalen to the Romsdal division, and through
Valdres to the country round the head of the Sogne Fjord.

About two thirds of the entire population of the country live
upon the coast and up the fjords, about a fourth part in the
interior lowland districts. while the remainder. about 10 "y of the
population. belong fo the mountain districts, The dwellings in
the latter extend to a considerable height above the sea. the height
in some places being more than 3000 feet for furms for winter
habitation.

We will now proceed to consider the distribution of the popu-
lation from another point of view, nawely. its division inte country
and town population,

In 1891, the population of the Norwegian towns smounted
to 474,124 persons or 23.70 per cent of the whole population, while
the remaining 76.30 per cent fell to the rurul districts. The growth
of the town population in Norway belongs principally to the pre-
sent century. In 1801, the towns did not amount to quite 0 %,
of the population of the kingdom, and not until about 1850 was
20 */o exceeded; but at the close of 1896, they amounted to about
26 %, Sweden, and still more Finland, have a relatively less
numerous fown popnlation than Norway; Denmark on the contrary,
a very much more numerous one. The average for Europe may
be put ot 33 %. In England, in 1891 between ¥z and %s.0f the
population lived in the towns. Comparison, however, is difficult,
as the idea expressed by the word «town» is very vague. In
Norway, the limit is legal, in several other countries only con-
ventional, every collection of people, that isx ubove a certuin size,
being reckoned as a town.
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There are now 61 towns in Norwuay, us against 42 in the
year 1801. They are nearly all smali. In 1801 there were 42
with less than D000 inhabitants, 9 from H000 to 10,000, H from
10,000 to 20,000, 3 from 20,000 to HLOO0, and 2 ahove H0,000.
The growth of lute years has chielly gone on within the same
groups, whose relative size is thus still almostsunaltered.  The
three largest towns are Kristiuniu, which. on the [st Jan. I809,
numbered 221,255 inhabitants, Bereen with 03,000 in 1899, and
Trondhjemn with 33,033 on the Ist Jan. IRO7

The pepnlation of Kristiania and Bergen together  amouhts
to about half the town popnlation of the country, which. according
to the calculation of the lst Jan. 1897, amounted to HHO.000, but
has since ecrown a little.

With o few, comparatively slight, exceptions, the Norwegian
towns lie ulong the coast, the tract fron Fredrikshald to Kristian-
sand being thickly studded with large and swall towns, The
largest inland towns ave the mining town of Kongsberg with about
H500, and Hamar with about H000 inhabitants.  Outside the towns,
the buildings are as a rule seattered, as the Norwegian rural
population does not live, as in several other Junds, in villages, but
~in solitury farms, with their cultivated land round them. Upon the
coast, however, the fishing population has formed village-like groups
of houses in several pluces, and these villages have also sprang up
in a few inlund places, where industrial undertakings have ocea-
sioned any considerable concentration, ¢. ¢. Lillestrommen and Roros.

ltl. COMPOSITION OF THE POPULATION.

At the last census, there were enumerated in all 443317
gepurate households, 385,220 of which were true family house-
holds, while the corresponding figures in 1876 were respectively
389611 and 341,868 The average number of persons in each
faanily household iv 1891, was H.01, reckoned from the domiciled
population, and 5.1H in 1876,

Besides the family households, in I8O1 there were 623 other
households (poor-houses, infirmaries, houses of correction, ete.), and
57,474 solitary persons, of whom 27275 were men, and 30,199
women, or respectively 2.82 and 2.92 per cent of the total population
of each sex. If all the households ure taken together, and the
actual population at the time is used as o basis for the caleulation,
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there were 450 persons in each honsebold in Norway in 1891,
The corresponding figure for Eungland and Wales was 4.73, for
Gernmny 4.66 and for Sweden 3.80.

The average number of inhabitants to each dwellinghouse
amonnted in 18391 to 6.50 for the whole kingdom, and for the
conntry distriets and the towns separately, 5.8 and 11.85 respec-
tively. While the density of our population has risen in severaul
of onr towns, in consequence of the increasing taste for o barrack-
like manner of bnilding, the country distriets in this respect
exhibit a contrary tendency. The number of inhabitants per house
was ereatest in Kristiania, viz. 22,00 (as against 21.90 in 1876), while
the vext lurgest Norwegian town, Bergen, had only 13.10 (11.70 in
18763, and Trondhjem 1190 (12,20 in [876). fo the country distriets,
the difference between the varvious purts is comparatively small.

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO SEX.

If we compare the distribution of the Norwegian population
according to sex, with the corresponding conditions in other coun-
tries. we find that there is a greater prepondérance of the female
sex in our land than in most of the European countries. and also
that of late years, thiz preponderance huas been on the increase.
In the vear 1801, the Norwegian women numbered 1,035,006, as
aguinst 960,911 men. or an excess of 69,095 women; while in 1876,
it only amounted to 42,6812, In 1801, there were 1072 women to
a thousand men, as against 1048 in INT6. If the proportion at
an earlier date be investigated. it will be found that according to
the census of 1801, the excess of women was 8O0 per cent, but
that owing to a diminished death-rate, it fell 1o an average of 4 %
during the years 183H—1IRT70. Since that time, emigration has
once more considerably increased the relative number of women.

The average proportion of strength between the two sexes for
Kurope in the beginning of the ninetics in calculated at about 1021,
while the other continents, in so fur as particulars are forth-
coming, all exhibit an excess of the male sex. Iil'Sweden, in 1804,
the proportion was 1061, in Denmark.in 1893, 1063. Among the
comntries of Europe, only Portugal has a larger excess of women
than Norway, namely, 1084 women to every 1000 men.

There is, moreover, considerable difference in the proportion
between the rural distriets — which in 1891 had an average of
1058 women 1o every 1000 men —, and the towns, where the sexes -
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are divided in the proportion of 1206 women to 1000 men. The
lurge excess of women in the towns is due in a great measure to
the influx of domestic servants.

When the population is classified in age-groups of 10 vears,
it appears that the male sex -— in consequence of the more fre-
quent birth of boys than of girls - now, as hitherto, preponderates
in the first two groups of 10 yeurs, or, speaking moxe aceurately, in
1891, up to and including the 18th year. On the other haud, the
preponderance of the female sex 1s greatest in the Lighest age-clasges.

The comparatively lurge preponderance in our country of
women, wkich viewed from the side of political economy must he
recurded as a weakness, is explained by the higher rate of mortality
among the male sex generully, and especiully during the ages from
10 to 30, This again, among ofther thives, is due fo the promi-
nent position that our uation ocenpies as a sea-furing nation;
moreover, the emigration that s been going on for the last o6
years, and in which the mule sex has greatly preponderated, has
contribated largely do disturh the natural conditions.

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO AGE.

The age-classification of the uative Norwegian population at
the census of IRGL was as follows:

Aetual Figures Percentage
Age .

Men Wonmen Tatal Men MWooween Totul

O~ 10, 232007 | 242761 495TH8 162 1 1wl . 24T
10- 20 208,142 1 LowO4y L 403,000 (00T . wu8 - 2045
20 - 80 ¢ 181,743 | 58884 | 200,627 657 1 LM 1450
3040 0 110966 1 130,072 241,958 54 | 653 1207
40— B0 Y0089 | 102,5TH | 192608 . 44D 512 L W6l
A — 60 | 73,229 : 81419 . 154,648 365 | 406 T
60— 70 62942 | 0822 1 133,254 304 256 665
TO— 80 | BLY22 | 3T8H1 | 69,773 150 | 189 34w
5090 | 77 1 10,804 18525 0 088 | 054 | 092
96—100 | b 1 L90E T 003 L 006 L 0.09
100—104 3| 13 | 160 - - :
Not stated || 1,111 | 801 1800 0 005 | 004 [ 009
Total || 966,566 | 1,037,536 | 2004102 @ 4823 | ALTT | 10000

If the population be divided into the three age-groups that
most nearly correspond with successive generations, und the result
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per cent be compared with the corresponding proportion during
the yvears 1801 and 184D, the following tuble is produced:

Uuder 40 From 406G Ahove 6 ‘Totul
1801 .. . . H840 32,70 8.90 100.00
184D . . . . 6160 20,30 R.6U 100.00
|2 A 1 1] 20.40 11.20 100.00)

These figures show changes that are not altogether without
importance in the composition of the population. It must not,
however, be forgotten, that the intermediate periods are of con-
siderable length, and that the enumerations here given show, to
some extent, the outside limits of the variation during the present
century. In 1845 the youngest. in 1801 the middle, and in 1891
the oldest group. was relatively more numerons than at some of
the other censuses, while the vears 1801, 1891 aud 1845 show the
minima of the groups during the same period.

The great inerease in the number of old people during the swme
period (from 9.20 %y in 1876 to 11.20% in 1891} is of u more chance
character. being accounted for by the great increase in the number
of births during the first few yvears after 814, Compured with
other countries, the uumber of old people in Norway is very
great, exceeded by only a few countries, e. ¢. Sweden and France.

If we compare the composition of the Norwegiun population
according to age in general, with corresponding conditions in other
countries. we find that the first 20 years are represented abont
normally. but that the succeeding period. when the population is
in its most productive und useful age, is comparatively weaker in
numbers than in European countries generally. This coudition is
most murked in the rural districts, where the relative number of
children and old people is greatest, while the number of young men
and women is comparatively greatest in the towns, a circumstance
which is more especially appreciable in Kristianin. This fact places
the productive power of the population in a more unfavourable
position than is the case in most other counwries.

The totul number of children under 15 years of age in 1891
was 712430, of whom 363,164 were boys and 349271 girls,
(fompared with the domiciled population as a whole, this amounted
to 35.5) per cent, a proportion that to some extent corresponds
with the normal, and shows a certain advance since 1876, when
the wrovortion of children was 34.37 per cent.
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DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO MATRIMONIAL STATE.

In 1891, those of the population who were above the age of
15, could be divided ‘into two almost exactly equal parts, one of
which — 647 288 persons, or H0.11 %o — consisted of the married

"I*'u (in which are included the

persons, while the remaining HLRY
comparatively few unspecified) were uwmarried or ‘])1'(_1\'1011‘41.-« L
ried persons. In I876, the relative number of married persons
was somewhat smaller, bhut at the first census of the centuygy,
showed a noticeably larger percentagc.

The percentage of married persons varies considirably in
different countries. The number is greatest in Hungary (in 1890
66 per cent of the population over 16 years of age); next to it
comes Saxony with D6 per cent (over 15 vears of age). while in
Ireland, in 1891, only 59 % of the population were mwrried.  In
this respeet, thercfore. Norway takes up an intermediate position.
I, however, account he {uken of” the faet that in northern lands
matrimony is entergd upon at a comparatively later age, the
number of married persons in Norway may be said to be com-
paratively lavge.

The relative number of married persons varies somewhat in
the two sexes. Thus while out of 106 adult males in 1891,
D3.36 were married. the corvesponding proportion of women was
4745, On the other hand, the number of widows was nach
greater than the number of widowers. nnmely 1171 and 6.30 per
cent respectively of the total munber of adults of each sex above
15 years of age. Of unmarried persons, there were 40.20 men
and 40.80 women in every 100 adults of each sex.

Both as regards men and women, there is some inerease in
the relative number of married persons since the census of 1876.

The greatest number of mwarried men in proportion to the
whole adult male population — 8410 per cent are in the age-
group 4H---H0, while the maximum for the women — 72.8H per
cent -— belengs to the group 40-—4H years of age. The reason
ie the greater mortality among the male sex, which, in this section
of life, mukes more women widows, than men widowers.

The number of unmarried women of all ages is comparatively
greater in the towns than in the country, a circumstance which
is principally due to the great influx of domestic servants. The
same is the caseswith widows, of whom the fowns number com-
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pam.tiv‘%-l_\j wany more, while the married women are more strongly
represented in the rural districgs.

The number of divorced husbands and wives is considerably
gmaller in Norwav than in most European eountries.

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO STATION IN LIFE,
* AND OCCUPATION.

In recent censuses in various ecountries, special importunce
bas been atbached to the obtaining of hinute and wccurate in-
formation us to the position and t-.:-r_upzltim.: Qf the persons
enumerated, wmatters which, with the ever-increusing interest in
the material conditions of the people and the. advancement of
business, are of very great importance. The information on these
matters. obtained by the censuses, affords, ax a rule. the best and
most relinble that cun be obtained concerning the importance
of the varions livelihoods for the economy of the “entiré mution.
Comparison. also. of one cemsus with anofher, yields excellent
aterial for throwing light upon the development, stagnation or
retrogression  of the several means of livelihood in the course
of tife. '

In Norway too, very detailed information has been obtuined
concerning these matters, by the censuses. A brief résumé will be
given here of their principal resulfs.

The first question that presents itselt is: How large u portion
of the population of the country can be de:_s::ribq_i a8 workingd
As an answer to’'this, the following tubular survey of the com-
position of the dowmiciled population duaring .the years 1876 and
1891 is subjoined. caleulated p(rr' cent:

e —— ey m—————
7 : :
Mules 'y ; Femules &Tum]

"as7e | 1801 " yere | 1891 fa"&l 1891

& H__.. ST AN e
T"’mn.u with occupation . . . . thl.J‘)UT H7.90 .1 £1. 60| 60.40" 81 I'{}I 59.20
Persons with independent means 2,60 2.80(? 2.80 l . 300 270{ 2.90
School-children and students . . . A5.50) 17.40 | 1420 15.30;] T4.80 16.80
Other children . . ... .. ... I 19.50| 20.20 1810] 1810 1880| 19.10

4 Persons entirely or mainly su-g- ,; i l '

ported hy the parish . . .. 0.80 OQUI'I 140 140} |I #1110 s 120
Othr unproductive persons . | 1104080 190] 180 "160] 180

"16000_&10900‘&00 uulft}ol 100, 0011000&




POPULATION. 9%.

i R RPN SR TR =% TR i e i R
- Y

It will be seen from this that the relative number of persons
with an occupation, which in 1876 amounted to 61.10 per cent of-
the entire papulation, fell in the course of the succeeding iH years
to 59.20 per cent. This decline may be’ purtly accounted for by
the comparatfvely greater increase in the older-age-clusses dnring
thm period; und in addition to this, the worl.mtr age on the whole

mﬁ'afher Inter now than formerly. It will 2lso be seen that
the number of schéel-children and students has incressed notably
in the course of the perind here under discussion. In addition to
this, we may presume that the particulars in 1891 have been more
accurate than those of 1876,

If we compare the sizes of the earning and the non-earning
portions of the Norwegiun population with the eorresponding con-
ditions in other countries, we find that in this respect our land
is very yufgvourably situated. the productive portion of the popu-
lation here being comparatively small. This, moreover, is a conse-
guence of what has previously -been stated about the unfavourable
distribution of the Norweginn population according to age. One
result of the protrdeted physical “development in cold climates s
‘rhﬂ.t the wr;rk1ng~.wo beging luter in the northern countries

On accoumt of the exceedingly great importance fhat the
relative size of the productive portion of the population has for
the economical development of each country. the following com-
parative table for Norway aud a few other countries, from the
German statistics of social position for 1882, is subjoined.

Out of every 100 persons in the 2 following age-grovps, there
was, according to the above-mentioned tﬂl;le the following number

of :working persons: )
e —_ — — - — ——— e
s i Abeve 15 Years of Age Under 15 Years of M.,e
f_(:‘;a?.“dm IThi t-\\u] ) | . ?'Thl- two! 1 .
. - L Soxes | Mules | Females:, T Males '. Femalgg
I = 1 A2 S Sk, o = : : i Lo :
wporway . ... . .. 5400 | 8040 | 30401 210 | ti:ﬂn 220
Germany . . . . . I. 63.00 | L9240 | 3540 0 330 | 4.{}0* 2.60
Seotland . . . . .| 8360 | Y480 3620, 340, 570, *3.10
England & Wales . .| 64.40 ‘ 93.90 | 8720 . 490 | 590 4.00
Treland . . . . . .| 66.50  92.30 | 4270 560 680 | 450
Italy . . . . .°.| 7080 | 9050 ; 5110 2130 | 24.20 } 18.20

As 1t will be seeny Noryay shows all through the smallest
percentage of garning persons.
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We now pass on to consider by what livelihoods the popu-
lation of our country chiefly seeks its maintenance, and how large
a part each of the great branches of industry plays in the economy
of the country. Here, too. iE may be interesting to compare the
results of the last two censuses. For this purpose, the following
survey is subjoined of the total number of persous who were
associated directly or indirectly with the various occupations and
businesses, considered absolutely and relatively.

Totnl Number of Persons ' Percentage
SEFSIEN ey TAETTT - - i_. -—
1876 [ 1841 1876 f 1891
Agriculture, cattle-farming & | ! ‘
forest cultivation . . . 1,052,638 | 975,047 AR.06 | 48.6H
Fishing. .+ . « 5 & = 102 685 171,885 : .46 ] B.h8
Industries & mining . . . $B2,716 461,756 19.34 | 25.04
Trade, transport by land, ete. 120279 ! 1893092 70 ! H4h
Navigation . . . . . 18670 118,724 603 | .02
i i
Intelleetuul work . . o . 62,856 87,203 BAG 4.3¢
’ Total  18IR&33 | 2004002 © 10000 | 100.00

Thus in 1801, almost halt the Norwegian population gained
a livelihood by agriculture, and about a fourth part by industries
and mining. while trade and transport by land came third,
fishing fourth. and shipping fifth. The first and largest” group,
however, exhibits o marked decline since the previous census,
namely from HR.06 to 48.6D per cent. It must here be remarked,
however, that the line of demnarcation between agriculturists and
several of the other groups, fishermen in particular, is very un-
certain, as a considerable number of persons along the coast carry
on both fishing and farming. It is therefore probable that a com-
paratively greater number of these persons have been classed as
fishermen in 1891 than in 1876. This eircumstance, however, does
not detract from the correctness of the figures, as in any case
there is a considerable falling-off in the number of persons associated
with agriculture, while all the other groups, except shipping, give
ocecupation to an inereasing percentage of the inhabitants of
the country.

A reliable comparison of the classifieation of the population
of the several countries, according to occupations, is very difficult
to obtain. We shall therefore here confine ourselves to. the
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statement that a comparatively large proportion of the population
of Norway maintaing iteelf by agriculture, fishing and trade, while
the Norwegiun industrial population is still comparatively small.

If the Norwegian corking popplation in 1891 be classified
according to their occmpation and station in life, the following
result is obtained:

-']"l'::;:‘":,;:jfl'- Private Pobourers
ent (1-1('1'11- Lomervants, oy | Tatal
pation o °
Pablic funetionaries & the
professions. . . . . L 6,018 I i 102 18406 D00
Agrienlture,  eattle-Gnrming, I
forest-enltivation . 0 . [REE R LM 3748 | 2otoes | San,003
Fishing . . . . . . gt R 16081 ¢ ATG6T
Mining & smelting, ete. "o 247 IRENE Lol
Muanufacture,  road-muking, ! E
abe, v ¢ w@omowow v 1066 | 4,455 mass A4.KT6
Handierafix . . . . .0 aa722 | 675 ¢ dzaes 10 Tague
Minor industvies . . . BT68 iy N : 14,073
Mrdg & money transactions 16,450 Lsotn Togay 320540
Inu & tuvern keeping. .. 3,094 354 2506 15,2054
Tragaport by land,  rail ; '
way  oworks,  posi, tele ;
graph, ete,. . . . . . 208 287 T8 12,500
Shipping, piloting, harbour’ '
& lighthouse administra . |
tion, fHotage, ete. . . . 1,514 (RS S 20807 15,908
Domestic work . . . . . 300,824 ! a4z 153,547 'l AT2013
Insufficiently  defined  daily
WORls: w5 oo W a0 e i 115 | Katd | 8,604
Total ©  HGLESL  TORZE 551752 . LIRT459

On acecount of the extent and very varied physieal character
of our conntry, the various stafions in life are distributed in very
unequal proportions throughout the country. Thus while (9.20 per
cent of the population of the whole country in Northern Bergen-
hus, and rather less in Kristian's and Romsdal's divisions derived
their subsistence from agriculture, this was the case with only
18.30 per cent of the raral population of Finmarken, of which more
than */3 lived by fishing. In Tromso division too, more than half
of the rural populatien was dependent on this lust oceupation,
which in Nordland provides 44 per cent of the country inhabitants
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with means of subsistence, and is of great significance generally
for all the west country divisions. Forest cuitivation was especially
important in Hedemarken and Bratsbevg, while Smaalenene, Akers-
hus, Buskerud and Bratsberg were the divisions in whose parishes
the manufacturing industry was most advanced, judging from the
relative number of persons employed in it. Handicraft showed a
somewhat even distribution, but plays a rather more important
part in the east country than in the west and the northernmost
divisions, while Jurlsberg-Larvik, Nedenes und Lister-Miundal divi-
sions showed the comparatively largest sea-faring population.

As regurds the towns, the distribution according to station in
life was quite even throughout, except us regurds fishing, manu-
facture and shipping.  As fishing towns, the fowns in the three
most northerly divisions were especially prominent. while factory
work gave occupation to a considerable portion of the popuola-
tion of the towns in Smaalenene and Buskerud, and in Kristiania.
On the other hund, shipping was represceuted with comparatively
greatest strength in the towns along the coust from Jarlsberg-
Larvik up to, and including, the Stavanger district.

The population of the towns and of the rural distriets tvas
of convse quite differently constituted as regurds domestic indn-
stries and stations in life. In the country parishes, rather more
thun half the number of inhabitants were associated with farming
and the trades conneeted with it, while 16 per cent mainfuined
themselves by various industries, 10 per cent by fishing, and
rather more than 7 per cent by trade, shipping and traftic. In the
towns, on the other hand, the industries, trade, ete. played the
principal part, the first of these supplying about 42 per cent
with a living, and trade, shipping and traffic, 35 per cent of the
entire town population. The intellectual occupations were also, as
might be expected, much more strongly represented in the towns
than in the country.

This classification then, applies to the population in general.
In addifion to” this, it will perhaps be interesting to note how the
matter stands with regurd to women especially. The total number
of working Norwegian women in 1891 was 627,238, amounting to
27.90 per cent of the total number of inhabitants, and 53.80 per
cent of the total number of working men and women together.
The first-namned proportion exhibits some decrease since 1876, the
last, on the contrary, & certain increase (29.60 and 51.60 per cent
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respectively). In 1891, 73.40 per cent of the working womern were
employed in domestic work. Of these, 305,267 were mistresses of
households. Farming gave employment to 8RH44, or ubout 14 per
cent  In both these groups, there has been an appreciuble deeline in
the relative number since 1RTG, while the ather spheres of action,
on the other hand, show an increasing proportion. Among these
may be named minor industries (sewing, washing, ironing. elc.)
which occupy .10 per cent of the working women, while the
remaining 6.40 per cent are divided among trade and money (rans-

actions — 14D %% —, factory work — 130 “ - public work ind
private intellectual occupution 119 per cent -0 handieratt -
0.69 Y%y —, and various - [.77 ",

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO NATIONALITY.

The composition of that part of the populafion which is of
Norwegian origin, is treated of in the article on Authropology.

As. regurds cn‘h.ur' mationadities, the total mamber of persons
born abroad, and hiving in Norway at the time of the last census
in 1891, amounted to 47072, or 2.3 per cent of the population.
The great majority of these — 38017 persons were horn in
Sweden, 2475 in Denmark, 2661 in Finloud, 1038 in Germany,
1094 1n the United States, 655 in Great Britwin and Ireland, 938
in France, etc. _

The percentage of forcigners in Norway huas risen during the
last few decades. In 186D they wmounted {0 125 per cent, and
in 1876 to 2.07 per cent of the total population. I other Kuro-
pean countries, the covresponding proportion varies very much.
In Luxembourg, for instance, about the year 1890, 8.50 per cent of
the population were foreigners by bhirth, in Spain ouly 0.20 per
cent, and in Fraunce 3 per cent.

DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO RELIGIOUS BELIEF.

The great majority of the Norwegian population belong to
the Protestant faith. In 1891, 30,68D of the population belonged
to various dissenting communities, or were otherwise outside the
established church. This number shows u great increase in the
number of dissenters since 187G, when the totul number was
only T180.
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The most numerous class of dissenters is the Lutheran
Free Church., numbering Bi% members, next to them the Metho-
"dists, R187, and Baptists, 4228 while 1374 belonged to various
connnunities with a methodist-baptist form. In 1891, there were only
1004 Roman Catholics, and in addition to these, n few hundred
Quakers, Jews and Mormons; while H09H were entered as belonging
to no religious sect at all.

BLIND, DEAF & DUMB, ETC.

.

At the time of the last census, there were in all 2065 blind
persons, of whom 1287 were men. and (278 women. To this
class are reckoned only those who cannot see to walk abont. The
ratio is thus 123 in every 1000 inhabitants.  Although this pro-
portion, compuared with most other ecivilised countries, is rather
large Sweden has 0.83, England and Wales .81, Seotland 0.70

vet it shows considerable improvement since 184H, when the
relative nuwuber of blind persons in Norway was 2.07 per 1000
inhabitants. The majority belong to the higner age-classes, the
number only beginning to rise rapidly at about the age of 8D,
Of the ages 8H—15, there were 40.60 blind persons per 1000 inhabi-
tants, of a greater uge, as many as G460 per mille.

In 1891, the dea/” and dumd numbered 2139 persons. 1170
males and 963 femules. The ratio — [.0T per 1000 inhabitants

- us compared with that of other countries, is a more favourable
one, it is true, than that of the blind, but severul Europeun coun-
tries have a much smaller figure to show, e. g England und Wales
0.4, Scotland 0.53. Sweden has 1.11 and Austrin 1.29,

In 1891, there were 1307 persons of the male sex, and 1074
of the female sex, 2431 in all, who were idiots from birth or
early childhood. Of other mentally diseased — persons, there were
0318, The total proportion of mentully diseased persons was 3.88
per mille of the population.

IV. GROWTH OF THE POPULATION.

It will be seen from the previously recorded (pp. 861.) fesults of
the censuses, that the growth of the Norwegian population, as time
has passed, has’been rather unequal. During the period 1801—1815,
the latter half of which was an unhappy und disturbed time for
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our land, the population increased by only 0.17 per cent annually,
while the growth during the 20 years that followed — until 1835
— was very rapid — 1.34 per cent annually. Subsequently it went™
down once more, and was on an average 1.IE per cent doring the
years 183D-—186H, but only 0.65 per cent per annum  from
1865 to 1890, Of late years the growth has once more inereased
considerably, om account of the great fulling-off in the emigration
from Norway. For the whole period 1801 — 1891 the average annunal
inerease in the population of Norway has amounted to 0.90 per
cent, while for the previous century, it has been reckoned td be
about (.H8 per cent, and still turther back, between 0.0 and 040

The pereentage of growth has thus increased considerably
during the last contury.  Its increase will be still more congiderable,
if the extraordinarily iarge mumber of persons is taken into account,
who, during the latter half of the present century, have omigrated
from the kingdom, uud have settled and wultiplied in foreign
countries. The muwmber of Norwegian-born persons who, in 1801,
were settled abroad. amounted to about 350,000, To these must
be added their childien horn abroad. At the sume time, the mumber
of the country’'s own inhabitants has risen sinee 1801 from 850,000
0 more than 2,000,000, Thus the Norwegian race, in the course
of the H0 vears from 1840 to 1890 must buve about doubled itself,
which is cquivalent to an ammual growth ot about 140 per cent.

But although the Nirwegian race, as o whole, ix strong and
full of vitality. and can compare favourably in this respect with
almost any other, the actual population of the country, since about
1865, has increused more slowly than in most Kuropean countries,
on account of emigrution; wherveas, during the period 181H 1865,
the ecircumstances were reversed. The average percentage of in-
crease 1n the whole of Europe about the time [1881- 1800, is
reckoned at about 0.87 per cent annually of the mean population,
Western Euarope separately being (166 per cent, and Eastern Europe
1.23 per cent. The population has inercased most rvapidly in
Servia, namely ubcut 2.00 per cent, and in Russia, 1.35 per cent. The
population in Norway increased, during about the same period, by
0.40, in Sweden by 0.48, in Denmark by 0.4 and in Finland by
1.38 per cent, while France only increased by 0.23 ammally.

In Norway, as elsewhere, there is considerable difference be-
tween ths increase of the population in the towns and in the
country, the former growing more rapidly than the latter. 'T'his
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is not due to the comparatively greater number of births in the
towns, as this advantage is counterbalanced by the greater mor-
tality, but to the influx of persons secking employment, students,
ete.. to the towns. Moreover, the towns are frequertly enlarged
at the expense of the country, as the suburbs are incorporated in
them — a circumstance, however, which here, where if is a question
of the natural growth-percentage of the town population as com-
pared with the rural population, eannot be faken into consideration.

In order to illustrate the inerease of these two groups since
1826, a fable is given below of their relative growth during the
period from one census to another, the distinetion heﬁw»eu country
and town that was held in (800 heine taken as the bagis of the
caleulation.

Periods . .Th‘. il Towns
Kingdom Districts g

1825 1835 . . . . . 1.29 9% | 1.28 " 7 1.28 "N
1835 1845 . . o . o . 1.06 ' [IRTRAR | 1.99
1845 IR5S . BowE S W 1.15 - 0y 2.22
18565 - 1865 S 1.3 - 1.02 d1l
18G5 I8%S . . . . . 7 0.64 0,27 2.29
18745 1RG0 . FONEET I = IR ! (10 H - t 1.583

Thus the inftux to the towns seems to have reached its rela-
tive zenith in the period from 185H to 186H, when the increuge
was very considerabie, but subsequently tell off a little, partly on
account of emigration to America from the towns, and partly as
a consequence of less moving-in from the rural districts. Since
1RO0, however, migrating to the towns has taken a fresh start.

The Norwegian towns have grown during the present century
at a greater rate than those of Sweden and Denmurk. The fre-
guent emigration during the early eighties, already referred to,
reverded thé conditions for a time; but during the nineties, the
Norwegian town population, owing principally to the exceedingly
rapid growth of the capital. has increased more rapidly than that
of the neighbouring countries. With regard to the growth of the
several larger towns, the following remarks are to be made:

Kristiania, the capital and largest town of the country, pos-
sesses a singularly favourable situation in the south-eastern corner’
of the country. 1In 1801, on its present area, the town numbered
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12,423 inhabitants, while its population. on the 1st Jan. 1890, was
921,255, This gives an annual increase of 3 per cent. From
186D to 1865, the population rose on an average 4.60 per cent,
and from 1891 to IRO8, 400 per cent per annum. On the other
hand, the increase during the veavs TSR0 — 1R85 was only 1.70 per
cent per annum.

Bergen increased slowly up to IRbH . during the years
1801—-184H only 0.60 per cent annually - . but aiterwards more
rapidly. In 1801, the population numbered 18127 and in 1891,
H3.684, but is now more than GRO00, which gives an mmual per-
centage of growth for the years trom 1801 {0 1897 of 1 50 per cent,

7".*'{.*?:(3!.{;'(;}?, the largest town in northern Norway, has had a
slow, but fuirly even growth. namely [L10 per cent from 1301 to
1845, and 1.20 per cent from 1845 to 1885, From the last-named
year, when the town mumnbered 23,753 inhabitants, until st Jun, 1897,
when the number was 53083, partly in consequence of an incor.
poration of suburbs in 1843 (4097 inhabitants). the annual inerease
wag 3 per cent. )

The growth of the rural population has varied considerably
at different times in the various distriets, in several of which, on
aceonnt of the continual emigration during the last few decades,
there bas been an actual decrease from one census to another.

Tt the populatien be grouped according {o the natural eluracter
‘'of the inhabited districts, it will be found thav during the course
of the present centnry, the coust popuiation shows the most rapid
inerease, the inlund fjord districts somewhat less, while the lowland,
and still more the mountain population bas inereased much more
slowly. The emigration thut has been going on of late veurs
from the last two las even in some places caused a deerease in
the actual number.

After having now discussed the question of the growth of the
population in Norway under various heads. we puass on to subject
the increage iizelf to wu closer unalysis. The movement of the
population in o country depends, as we know, not only on the num-
ber of births and deaths, but also on immigration and emigration.
If we leave migration out of the question, we have the so-called
" natural growth of the popplation, which thus, if we consider
humanity as a whole, is the ounly foundation for the increase of
the population. In a country where migration is trifling, the actual
growth of the population is identieal with its natural growth.
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This was in the main the case in Norway wntil 1845H; sub-
sequently, however, the emigration surplus has detracted to a con-
siderable degree from the growth. While the zetual growth during
the years IRDG--18GH still umonnted to 84 per cent of the natural,
from 1866 to IRTH the country retained only 51 per cent, and from
1876 to 1890, no more than 46 per cent of its excess of births.

To illustrate the actual growth of the population, and its
dependence upon the amount of emigration, the following diagram
is subjoined. The unbroken line represents the actual growth of
the® population, while the dotted line indicates the surplus of

enigration.
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The proportion of the actual to the natural imcrease of the
populution, however, is very different in the cases of the towns
and of the rural districts, the latter having always borne the
excess of emigration for the whole country, and having, more-
over, been obliged to relinquish a part in order to augwent the
towns. How the proportion in this respect has stood since 184H
will be seen from the following table, which gives the actual
increase of the population in the form of a percenmg‘e of the
natural increase. :
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Bural Distriets | Towns
18461855, . . . . . . . . . . THZO o . 18510 %4
18561865 . . . N VI § T4.00 i [ K250
1866--1875. . . B 08 B @ 22,44 TR0 -
1876 <1890, | ¥R B oWEn WM W & d 14.60 1 145,40

The rural distriets, from 1276 to 18090, have only been able to
retain 14.60 per cent of their excess of births. white the remmainder
iy absorbed by emigration to the towns and abroad. .

How the growth of the Norwegian population stands as com-
pared with other European countries will be seen fron the following
figures, which are taken from the Swedish statistician, Suvxop-
rArG's statistic tables, und give the annual growth-percentage for
the years 1881 to [8H(.

. i Foxeess Aetual Growth
Exeess of _Ihrthr«- of Misration ' pereentage
Norway . . . . 2 L35 per cent — OMS per cent | 00 per eent
England . . . . . 12 : T~ sy LoLa
Gernany . . L 1.6 . 125 CLKT
Feance . . . . 009 o .04 o023
All Burope . . . 104 - Po— D7 08T

None of the above-mentioned cotntries, and in reality no othe
country in Europe exeept Irelund. loses <o lurge o portion of its
births-excess by emigration as Norway.

V. MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION.
MARRIAGES.

The number of marriages in Norway has amounted fo from
13,000 to 1406300 per annum during the last tew vears. If the
number of marriages be compared with the mean population,
it will be found that for the years 1881-—1890, the average per-
centage of marringes was 0.6D per 100 inhabitants. During the
ten years immediately preceding, the percentage was considerably
larger -— 0.72 —, and huas mereover varied not a little during the
present century. It was largest in 1815 and 1816, when the
country was at peace once more after the unhappy years from
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1807 to 1814; in 1816 it rose lu 1.02 per cent, and during the
entire period from 1816 to 1826, it remained very high. After a
fall in the succeeding period, it attained, during the very good busi-
ness vear of 1854, a new maximum of 0BG per cent, a figure
which hus not since been reached. The average for the years
IBO[—-189H was (.60 per cent.

Compared with conditions elsewhere in Burope, the number
of marriages in our country is small.  For the years 1881 --1830,
the nmumber per 100 inhabitants for all Hurope was calculated
to be 0.80, Eastern Europe being 089 and Western Europe 0.74;
Sweden 0.53, Denmark .73, Germany .78, while Servia appears
with a maximum of 111 per cent.

With regard to the frequency of marringes, there is some
difference between towns and rural distriets. the number of murriages
in Norway, as elsewhere, being relatively largor in the former. This
has been more marked during the last 50 years, as the relutive
number of marriages in the country. owing to the continual
migration of voung men and women to the towns, has diminished
more than in the towns. This will be better seen from the following
table. showing the frequency of marriages from 1846 to 1845,

The : Rurnl -
Kingdom | Districts Vi
1846 1835 . . . L e 0.78 : 077 | 0.8
18661865 . . 032 051 L 081
IRG6— 675, . . . . o L L. 0.68 0.66 0.78
18761885, . . . . . . . . . 0.69 0.67 0.78
1886--1895. . . . . . . . . .64 ] 0.5% 0.80

Ag there are considerably more women than men in Norway,
it follows that a relatively larger number of women remain un-
married, or in other words, that the frequency of marriages is
rather greater in the case of men than of women.

Tf the number of marriages in Norway is comparatively sma,ll
when compared with several other countries, this is due partly to
an age-classification of the population that is unfavourable to this
stute — the quota of marriageable men and women being comparatively
small —, and partly to the fact that in Norway, as in the other Scandi- |
navian countries, marriages are generally contracted at a-later age
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than in Eurppe generally, w ecircumstance which is partly dne to the
slower physical development of Northmen generally, but also has
various other reasomns. In all the age-classes up to 30, therefore,
there is a compuratively greater nmumber of unmarried men and
women in the Seandinavian comntries than elsewhere in Europe,
In this, however, a change sets in in the succceding age-classes,
so that the number of married men from their 30th vear, and of
women from their 40th year, is comparatively Jarger than in most
European countries.

The average age in Norway, in 1831 I884. tor entering® the
state of matrimony was 30.20 for men, end 27.07 for women. In
Sweder: the corresponding ages (1882 - [856) were 50 1 and 27.80,
in Demmpark (1630 1884) 30.10 and 27200 and in France 2960 and
25.40 respectively. Thus the average difference in age between bride
and bridegroom in Norway was 3.20 years, in Sweden 260, in
Denmark 290 and in Frinee 4 20

The pereentage for the vears ISKT I8 of men who married
before the age of 25 was according to Bonio - in Norway 28.30,
Sweden 26.80, Denmark 25,20, France 26500, England 45.50 nnd
Russia 66,10,

The following percentage of women entering  the state of

matrimony during the swme period, wers ander 25 years of age:
in Norway 47.10, Sweden 42,40, Denmnark 46.50, Franee 62,70, Eng-
land 60.70, and Russin 85H.80.

With regard to the civit standing of the persons married, it
is to be remarked that oul of 100 muarriages during the years
[BGG- I8BD, 8D were between bachelors and spinstevs, a proportion
which is still in all essentinls correct, and which exhibits o certain
merease from the period 1841 - 126D, when the percentage of ihis
kind of union wux u little below 83 per cent. On the other hand,
the number of marriages between buchelors and widows exhibits
a marked falling-off in the corresponding period. Murriages between
widowers and widows are also fewer in nuwuber. The number of
unions between widowers and spinsters does not ammnount to quite
10 per cent of all the murriages, and seems to have undergone no
change during the last H0 vears. Murringes contracted by widowers
with widows in Norway. occupy, as regards their frequency, an
average position among the countries of Europe.

‘When considered in comparison with the bachelors, the widowers
in all age-classes in Norway, confract marriages more frequently
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than the former. Out of 100 widowers. for instance, from 30 to
30 years of age, 24 per cent mmrried annually during the years
1871—1880, and out of 100 bachelors, only 12 per cent. The same
proportion holds good in the case of women.

The number of marriages in Norway, in which one of the
parties had been previously divorced, amounts to .05 per cent,
and is thus unusually small. i

A comparatively lurge number of marringes in Norway are
made between nearly-related persons. At the last census, it was
dentonstrated that 6.70 per cent of all married persons were mutu-
ally as nearly, or more unearly related than second cousins. Con-
sanguineous marriages are most tfrequent ip the more remote valleys,
and are greatly dependent npon the development of the ieans of
. conmnunication.

BIRTHS.

At the present time in Norway, rather more than 60,000
children are born annually, not including still-born children.
This number is equivalent to rather more than 3 per 100 in-
habitants. The proportion varies somewhut from year to year.
The lowest birth percentage for a period of H years in Norway,
during the present century, is shown by the years 1806 1510,
which, as already mentioned, was a time of war, with much want
and misery. During these years, only 2.6R children per 100 in-
hubitants were born annually, and in the famine year, 1809,
only 2.22. At the conclusion of peace in 1815, the number of
births rose, ahd in 181 attained the hitherto highest ratio, viz.
3.01 per cent. Until the end of the thirties, they remained at
a comparatively high level, but then fell off somewhat until the
sixties, when they once more showed a comparatively high_figure
— about 3.30 per cent. Sinee 1871, the number has kept vom-
pul"qtively regular — from 1871 to 1880,.3.09, during the next 10
years, 3.08, and from 1891 to 1805, 3.02 per cent.

Most of the other Europeun countries show a higher percentage
of births than Norway. The average for Europe for the years
1881—1800 is reckoned at 3.81 per cent, that for Bastern Europe
being 4.62, and for Western Europe 3.29 per cent. The:considerable
difference is due, on the one hand, to the exceedingly large percentage
of births in populous Russia — 4.80 per cent; while the small number
of births in France — 2.39, less than half that of Russia — con-’
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tributes greatly to reduce the ratio for Western Europe. Of our
more immediate neighbours, Sweden, from 1881 to 1890, showed
a rather smaller, Denmark and [inland a vather lurger number
of births than Norway.

The average percentage of births is rather larger in the towns
than in the country.

That there are always wore boys born than girls 8 one of
the oldest experiences in birth-statistics. In most Buropean conntries,
the difference, in children born alive. is about O or 6 per cent.
During the years 1887—1801, for instance, in Norway, 105,80 béys
came into the world to every 100 girls, and the proportion during
the present century has,remained constant, the average tor the
vears from JHlll---lRH-.":'btng 105.27 to 100. In England, during
the H years 1887-—1891, the proportion was [03.60 to 100, while
in Gréece, on the other hand, for the years ISN] 188D, it iy
stated to have been 118 boys to 100 girls

If the still-born children are taken into aecount, the difference
becomes somewhat greater, us here the majority of hoys is much
greater than among *those born alive.

The nmwber of still-born echildren in Norway is about the
same as in Sweden and Denmark, but somewhat less than in most
other European countries. It is considerably lavger among illegi-
timate than among legitimate children. During the years IR8T - 18091,
3.92 per cent of the illegitimate children in Norway were still-born,
but only 258 per cent of the legitimate. [u France the difference
was even more marked, T.82 per cent heing illegitimate still-born
children, as against 4.27 per cent legitimate still-borsd childrez.

The classification of births as legitimate and illegitimate iy
of much interest, as it helps to throw light upon the moral con-
ditions of a country; but from a purely statistical stand-point, it
cannot be accorded the same significunce. On the other haad,
however, it cannot be pronounced altogether destitute of inter :
to population stutistics, more especially because the illegitimate
children, as a rule. do vot bring to society the same strength as
the legitimate, us they more frequently full into unfortunate con-
ditions of life, and become a burden to society. If we compare
the state of affairs in this respect in Norway with that in other
Buropean countries, it will be found that although in our land
there are indeed fewer illegitimate births than in the neighbouring
countries (in Norway, for instance, during the years 18911895,
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7.22 per cent of the totai numlnr of births were 1lleg1t1ma,te in
Sweden, 10.52 per cent, and in Denmark, $.45), yet the average
proportion tor Burope is much wore tavourable, althgugh both
Germany and France, as well as a few other countries, have’
a higher illegitimate percentage than Norway. . In Russia, ghe
number of illegitimate births is strikingly small - - 2.78 per cent
—, which may be chiefly uscribed to the very early niarriages it
that country. In Norway, too, the number I:ol" illegitimate births
was considerably lower in former times than it has 1 during
the last H0 vears, amounting, during the last third of the previous
century, to only about O per cent, of the entive number of Births.

The number of births at which more than one child came
into the world, seems to be ubout the same in Notway as in
Europe generally. ‘ .

With regard to the frequency of births at the various seasons
of the year. it wmay be remarked that the largest namber of
children are born in September, and the fewest in November, the
number for the years 1866— 188D being 176 .md‘ 141 respectively
in the 24 hours, for births in gengral. Of *the t?ur quarters of
the year, the spring quarter, March to May, showed the greatest:
me;a;_ft' number of hirths in the 24 hours, viz. 163, while from
JMoe to August, there were 151. The anuual average for the
above period of 20 years was 1H8.50 per 24 hours. This greater
frequency of births in the spring quarter, which is also found in
several other countries, has both sociul and physical causes.

The number of births is not dependent only on the number
of married, or rather adult women, but also on their fecundity.
This s comparatively good as far as Norway is concerned. Accord-
ing to a calculation for the years 1871 —1830, there is the fol-
lowing annual number of births per 100 women of -ages from
15 to 50: in Norway 12.90, Steden 1250, Denmark 13.20, Galicia
17.50, and France 10.60.

If,, on the one hund, the number of married women in child-
bed be compared with the total number of married women' of
ages from 15 to H0, and on the other, the number of unmﬂ'ried
women in child-bed, with the totul number of unmarried women
of the same ages, the comparison will be found to be favonrable to
Norway, the percentage of fecundity in married women being rela-
tively high, while it is not so in a corresponding.degree in the

“cage of the unmarried women. '
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The age of the mothers 1s ot great significance to thejr fecundity.
According to calculations based upon the census of 1875, and upon
the- number of birfhs during 1875 and 1876, the following numbers
.of birthe occurred in Norway in the several age-classes., (For
pyrposes of comparison, similar caleulatious according to Suxp-
niwe, for Sweden, Denmark and Germany, for the years 18811890,
are. subjgined.)
* *Per 100 married women in each age-class, thére was the fol-
lowing annual numBer of birtll:

'Ag{- ) Narway ! Sweden r Denmark | Gervany

i |

i |
1520 5480 ' #0580 . 72.90 HLB0
2026 48.00 : 1480 | 14,10 ; HLAD
25--340 40.70 R0 | $9.10 10,58
30-£35 as.00 | 32,20 3160 ! 20,490
8540 | zRu0 . 2560 2400 22,10
S K 17.60 | 6o 12206 1020
45— | .00 | 220 (T 1.30

i F o

It thus appears that fecundity in Norway, as in other lunds,
is dreatést in the youngest age-clags, but thut it diminishes mupch
more slowly in Norway than in the other conntries. The _\,-'mm;,:':*sl-
class, ‘however, is not very smmerous in Norway, and does not
yield even 1 per cemt of the total namber of births. The greatest
number of these, namely rather morve than a fourth part. are by
mothers in the 3035 years' class, and an almost equally large
number in the preceding b years, while not quite an cighth part
came in the 2025 vears' elass. The largest number of fathers
— about 25 per cent — were also between 30 und 3H yeurs of
age, while about 20 per cent came in the preceding and Hnu‘eedmg
penods of b years,

The average age ,of the parents, which shows the nwmp;e
distance between the generations, was, in the case of legitimate
childrén in Norway, in the period 1881 — 1885, 35.60 years between
-ﬁm%tkm-s and their children, and 31.90 years between the mothers
‘and their children. In the case of illegitimate births, the fathers’
average age during the same b years was 28,20, and the mothers’ 26.40.

A
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" For Nm'wny. 141/2—19'/s, and wo on,
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An earlier calculation of the number of children in. every
marriage in the various, countries shows that Norway stands well
in this respect, the average mumber of children by a marriage in
our country being 4.70; in Holland, where the number is g'eateat it
is 4.88, and in France there is a minimum o} 3.46.

DEATHS.

When, in spite of the very large amount of emigration during
the last half century, the Norwegian nation has still been able to
show such a rapid growth as it has done, this has its explanation.’
as will appear from what has been already said, not in any
. specially large number of births, but in an unusually low death-
rate among the population.

The number of deaths varies far more from year to year than
the annual number of births. For the last few years, the figures
are as follows for Norway: in 18493, 32,915 deaths, in 1804, 34,350,
in 1895, 32,189, in 1806, 31,074 — thus showing a difference, between
1894 and 1896, of between 8 and 9 per centa

Considered in relatidn to the population of the country, there
were in the years 1881— 1890, as in the preceding 10 years, 1.70
deaths in every 100 inhabitants. 1f this rate of mortality be
compured with the conditions in this country some time ago, there
will be found a regular decresse in the mortality since the
twenties, the death-rate falling from 1.98 per cent during the years
18261835, to 1.91, 1.83, 1.80 and 1.75 per cent successively during
the following periods of ten years. During the years 1890—1892,
the rate of mortality showed some increase, but has since again
shown. a decrease, the year 1896 presenting the unusu&lly low
death-rate of 1.62 per cent.

This steady decrease in the mortality bears witness to the
growing culture and prosperity of the population, as also to the
progress of the science of medicine during the century just expiring.

The death-rate is more favourable in Norway than in any
other country in Europe, with the exception of Sweden, that
country being able of recent years, to show just as low a Jeath-
rate. The average death-rate for most Eurapean countrieg -duﬁ.ng
the years 1881—1890 was 2.77 per cent (during the years.
1801-—1820, 3.15 per cent). It was highest -— 3.45 per cent
in Russia.
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~As is the case in almost all other countries, so it is in Norway,
that the general percentage of deaths is not equally large for
men and women, but considerably smaller for the latter. Bobio
has calculuted how ¢he matter stands in the various countries for
the years 1800-—1883 (or thereabouts), and has found the following
coéfficients of mortality:

Ifor Men I"or \\"tmwu
Norway . . . 1.83 per cent 1.5 per cent
Sweden . . . LTR o« 1.67 «
England . . . 206 « « 178 «
Germany . . . 250 « 220 o«
France . . . 236 =« « 216

For every 1000 men that died in Norway, there were 91 women,
in Sweden 91, in England 89, in Germany 90, and in Franee 92,
In Ireland the number is about equal for the two sexes, while on
the other hand, Saxony shows ar proportion of 100 to 8G. Thas
in the case of Norway, the proportion iy neither specially favourable
nor specially unfuvourable. -

In Norway, as in almost all other countries, the mortality is
lees in the country thun in the towns, and less in the small towns
than in the lurger oues.

The classification of the deaths wecording to age is of great
importance. There is considerable differciice in this respuct between
the varions countries, although one and the same law holds good
for all of them, viz. great mortality in infancy, then a deerease
until the later years of childhood, und afterwards a more or less
steady increase up to the more advanced ages. To demonstrate
this proportion in Norway, the following table is given, showing
the number of deaths per 1000 of each age-class. For the sake
of comparison, the corresponding figures are added for Western
Burope, for Bavaria, which is remarkable for its great mortality,
and for France (after Bopio's calenlations). (See table, page 116.)

The low death-rate our country shows for the first b years is
here evident, although both France and Bavaria, in the succeeding
groups of b years, present a much more favourable proportion of
deaths than Norway, a proportion which continues, in the case of
Bavaria, up to the age of 30. The mortality in the more advanced
ages also, is again considerably less with us than in the above-
named countries. Thus, while the strength of the Norwegian
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i'I Norway r Western Europe I Ravuria .l France

Age L1881--1890 | 18711880 | 1B1—1890 | 18821890
0 1070 ! s020 | 10540 | 6380
G100 TR0 ! 880 ? 690 | 6.20
1015 i 450 60 | 300 4.00
15--20 i 5.50 6.00 ; 420 6.10
20— 205 ; .70 #.30 : 0.70 | COTa0
25—30 i 810 09,20 ; 7.70 9.10
30—35 _ 810 | 10.00 | 920 | 9.70
35- 40 840 | 10| 8o | 1020
40— 45 860 | 12,00 1200 1200
45--50 060 | 1520 | 1440 1 1840
50--65 1280 a0 (800 1720
5560 ; 17.20 | 26.30 i 20,60 | 2,40
60~ 65 YR T 3700 | 3030 . 3380
i~ 70 : 14.20 56,90 | n910 49.20
=75 46,60 BL.00 [ 01.30 T6.60
75— 80 : TLEO | 131.60 | 14100 | 10820
RO— 83 12000 | I 5 19810 | 16370
5540 193,50 | 2760 | 81420 196.20
90 et wpwards | 981.60 ] 401.20 : 220.70
17.00 | 2560 | 2780 | 2200

population is displayed in an unusually low death-rute during in-
fancy, and from 30 years upwards, its weak point lies in a com-
paratively high death-rate in the important years of youth and
early manhood, of the causes of which only a partially satis-
factory explanation can be given.

The death-rate in the first year, which is of such great signi-
ficance in the natnral growth of the population, is wextremely
favourable in Norway. Bopro has calculated the mortality-coéflicient
for the years 18841891 in Norway to be $45.10 per 1000. At the
sume time, he. gives 279 for Bavarian for the years 1884—1893,
and 157.10 for Frunce. ,

There is a great correspondence between the two sexes as regards
the mortality at various ages, although the ratio, with some few ex-
ceptions, is more favourable for the femalg gex than for the male
sex. During the 10 years 1881—1890, the death-rate in Norway
for the first year wus almost 20 per cent higher for boys than for
girls, but for the second and third years, scarcely 3 per cent
higher. At ages from 5 to 15, the mortality was greater among’
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females than among males, a circumstance which was also found
hetween the ages of 32 and 42. From that time, however. the
death-rate is continually less in the case of women than in that
of men, the difference reaching its maximum at Hd- - 60 yeurs, with
i mortality percentage for the male sex, that is more than 20 per
cent higher than for the female. .

As already stated, the death-rate in Nerway, as a whole, has
become considerably less in the course of the present century;
hut the proportion in thisy respect is different for the several age-
clagses. Thus the first year shows considerable improvement.
while in the two following years, the improvement is very slight.
From 3 to 10, the mmtality is rather higher, a fact which is
chiefly explained by the diphtherin epidemics that have uppeared
since 18D, Tuken as w whole, however, classes 0--10 for the
period 1851- 181, compared with the yvears [R21— 850, show a
congiderable improvement in the .death-rate for both sexes. In the
next two ten-years' classes, i e. from the 10th 10 the 30th year,
w remarkable rise it the deathrate is apparent tor both sexes,
asserting itself very strongly during the years 18811800, aund
affecting especially the male sex.  From 50 to 10, the mortality
of the mule sex from 1881 to 1890 shows some  decrease
compared with the period 1821- 1830, while the mortality among
the female sex is the same for the two periods. In all the sueceeding
age-classey, i. e. trom the 40th year npwards, a constant diminution
in the mortality is apparent in the course of the century

In order to demonstrate the effect of the mortality in ga-
dually reduecing the runks of the various age-classes in the king-
dom as u whole, in the rural districts, the towns, and especially
in Kristiania, the following survival lable for the years 1881~ -1800)
is subjoined. (See tuble, page 118}

Thus while out of 10,000 bhoys, born at the same time, in
the rural districts, 5,801 were still living after the expiration of
H years, in the towns generally. there were only 7.674, and in
Kristiania, only 6,963 left. At the age of 50, there were respectively
6,084, 4,969 and 4,543 still living, and in Norway as a whole, 5,801
persons (of both sexes together), the corresponding number in
England being 5,352, and in Ttaly 4,078.

: As a standard for measuring the mortality in a country, the
length of a medium lLife-time is employed, i. e. tae average number
of years a person of a certuin age has still to live.
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In uno other land, with the exception of Sweden of quite
recent vears, can so long an average life-time be shown as in
Norway. TFor the years 1881.—1890, the average life-time in our
country is calculated at 49.94 years for both sexes together (as
against 50.02 in Sweden): separately -— for men 48.73, and for
women $1.21 years.

[t may be added, by way of comparison, that [talians, during
the years 1876— 1887, only attained an average age of 35!/s years.
At the age of D) in Norway, a man had still 23.08 years of life to
live, & woman 24.4H, and men and women together on an average
23.76; while an Ttalian who had attained the age of 50, had only
19'/s years more in prospect.

IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION.

As there is no obligation to foreigners settling in the country
to report themselves to the wuthorities, it is difficult to obtain
reliable information as to the annual immigration. On the subject
of immigration from Sweden, whence comes the largest proportion -
of immigrants to Norway, there is, however, a certain amount of
information obtainable from Swedish statistics, showing that im-
migration to Norway from Sweden during the years 1881-—1890
amounted to 1347 persons annually, as against 1634 during:the
previous 10 years. In the case of other countries, we are reduced
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to. conclusions that may be drawn from the declarations as to
place of birth in the censuses. The subject is treated of above.
It will there be scen that immigration from otber countries than
Sweden is comparatively trifling. The inerease of the foreign element
in Norway during the lust few decades, is also mainly due to the
excess of emigration to Norway from her above-named sister country.

With regard to emigration, it may be expedient to distivguish
between emigration to European conntries, and transatlantic emi-
gration. Particulars as to the former are very incomplete, and it
is omly indirectly, by the aid of information contained in the
censuses of the vurious countries, concerning those in their enume-
ration who are Norwegians by birth, that the extent of emigration
can be guessed. Sweden, however, in this respect also, forms an
exception, as she gives in her population-statistics annual stufe-
ments relative to the hmmigration from Norway. From these it
appears that during the years 1881-—1800, 6315 persons emigrated
from Norway to Sweden. This shows a very great inerease from
the previous 10 years, when the entire number of Norwegiun emi-
grants to Sweden was 2835 persons. The total number of Norweginn-
born persous settled in Sweden on the 3lst Dee. 18090, war G287
in Denmark on the lst Feb, 1890, 3385, while in addition to these,
rather more than %000 persong. inclnding Norwegian seamen on foreign,
but not on Norwegian, ships, were resident in European countries. |

It has been already mentioned that iu fhe course of the
present century, Norway, by her American emigration, has lost a
comparatively larger portion of her population than any other
country in Europe, with the exception of Irveland. The majority
of the emigrants have shaped their conrse to the United States,
selecting esp®inlly several of the north-western states for their
future home. Large parts of these stutes, particularly Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Illincis and Iowa are occupied by settlements of Nor-
wegians. The total mumber of Norwegians in the United States
on the 1st June 1890, according to the American census, amounted
to 322,665 persons.

Besides: to America, some Norwegiang have emigrated to
Australia since -the middle of the sixties. During the years
1871—187b, there were about 1500 persons, while since 188(0), the
number has been quite small. Their destination has been chiefly
Sauth Australia, Victoria and New Zealand. Some have also settled
m ‘the Bandwich Iales. 'I‘he total number of Norwegians in
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Australin may be estimated at about 3500, while about b00 are in the
above-numed islands. Moreover, during the last few decades, some Nor-
wegians have settled in South Africa, in the Argentine Repnblic, ete.

The regular emigration to America began in 1836, but first
assunied larger proportions in 1843, when the number of emigrants
rose to 1600. The movement has been by fits and starts, with
great variations from year to year. During the years 1866-—1870,
which were here in a great measore a period of financial
depression, the nmmber rose to about 15,00 per aunum, or an
average of (.86 per cent of the population. In the seventies it
fell once more, the annual number being. about BH00. with a
Cwinimum of 3200 in 1873, In the eighties emigration assumed
such proportions as it had never had before, rising in 1882 to
28800 persons, or 1.50 per cent of the populution. For the 10
vears IRR1 1RO, it averaged 186649, or 096 per cent annually.
It wus ulso considerable during the years 1801--1R03, but of later
vears has been comparatively small — 5000 to 7000 per annum

The male sex has been in the majority dmong the emigrants.
but the proportions have varied considerably in the different years.
The uaverage for the period 1RGG--188DH was H6.30 per cent men,
and 43.70 per cent women.

Most of the emigration has been from the rural districts, in-
cluding especially day-labourers, ete., artisans, seamen and peasants,
but also people of all classes. All the age-classes have been re-
presented, but the comparatively greater number of both men and
women have been of the ages 20--35, and especially 20—25.

(‘oncerning the influence of emigration on the growth of the -
population at home, we would refer the reader to what has been
said in the section on the growth of the population’
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HE earliest evidences of human habitation {that arve found in
Norwegian soil. <how us a people thot have not known the

use of metals, and have, in their stead. employed stone, hone,
“horn and wood fo» their weapons and tools.  When this people
came to Norway cannot with certainty be said, but it must, at any
rate, in all probability have been at least 4000 or H000 yvears ago.
The first inhabitants of Norway jmmigrated throngh Sweden and
Denmark; and there is no ground for supposing that the original in-
habitants have subsequently been mixed up to any considerable extent
with new elements. Norway, Sweden. Poenmark, and paurt of Ger-
wany, together form an uarchwological province. that is to say, in
these countries the same types of antiquities, und the sume periods,
are found again. Every new influence has then naturally come

Jast to Norway.

The paleolithic period is not represented in Scandinavia. Of
the earlier part of the ueolithic perind. which is represented in Den-
mark by the kitchen-middens there are almost no remains in Nor-
way ; but antiquities from the latter part of the neolithic age huve been
found, though not in great numbers, ull over the country, up to far
within the arctic circle. That Norway at this time had a settled popu-
lation is proved by the fact that in several places, the so-called work-
shops of the stone age have been found, ie. places where the
quantities of fragments of stone strewn around, and finished and
half-Bnighed tools and weapons. show that quite a wholesale munu-
facture of implements and other similar articles has been carried
.on in the stone age.
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The Norwegian population in the stone age was in all proba-
bility not very numerous; the Scandinavian cultural centre of the
stone age lay farther to the south, and it is therefore only by in-
ferences from Sweden and Denmark, that any idea can be formed
of the life in Norway during the stone age. It is probable that
up to the end of the stone age, the population of Norway continued
to be a hunting and fishing people, while in the neighbouring
countries it can be proved that cattle-rearing was carried on.

. The stone uge here in the north continued longer, and was
therefore able to develop more thun elsewhere in Europe.. The
antiquities -— in Norway also -~ bear witness of a far-advanced
‘culture, and are remarkable for their beautiful, often elegunt shapes
und caretul workmanship.

The most populous parts at this time were the coast districts
round the Kristiania Fjord, Jederen, und the districts round the
Trondhjem Fjord. Antiquities from the stone age that have been
buried with their owners are very rarely found in Norway. They
are almost exclusively found in fields, that is*to say, have found
their way into the earth quite unconnected with uny burial; as u
rule, they have been lost, or hidden away during war or danger,
or from religious motives. It cannot be said with certainty when
the stone age ended. but a knowledge of metals certainly came here
between 1500 and 1000 years before the birth of Christ.

The so-called arctic stone implements form u characteristic
group. They are remarkable both for their peeuliar shapes and
for the kind of stone of which they are made. The ordinary stone-
age implements are of flint, sandstone, or some kind of eruptive
rock, while the aurctic stone implements are almost exclusively of
slate. They are chiefly found in the most northerly districts of
the country, where the ordinary stone implements are never, or
hardly ever found. In Sweden, it is the same. It is therefore be-
lieved thaf the so-called artic stone implements did not belong to
the same race of people, and the same culture, as those which have
left their evidences elsewhere in Scandinavia. It is believed that
this stone-age culture belonged to the forefathers of the Lapps,
who inhabited those northern regions even in prehistoric times.
As it is historically certain that the Lapps long continued to use
stone implements, several of the so-called arctic stone articles may,
be from fairly recent times. The only kitchen-midden from the stone
age, hitherto found in Norway, contained only arctic stone implements.
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The first metal that the people of the north became acquainted
with was bronze, a mixture of copper and tin. Copper, which is
found in great quantities in many places, though not in the north,
was first used alone. It was gradually discovered, however, that
# harder metal could be obtuined by adding a little tin to the
copper. Implements made of pure copper are, however, also found
in the north. Bronze is very superior to stone and the other
materials used in the stone uge. It was therefore casy for it to
supersede stone, the difficulty being that all bronze had to be jm-
ported trom southern lands, and it was therefore very costly Stone
implements have therefore also been employed to no smali extent
in the bronze age. A great many, especially stone axes, were used
far on into the bromze age, bhut no certain distinguishing mark
hus been found between the stone articles from the stone age and
those from the bronze age. In the Scundinavian museums, there-
fore, all stone implements are classed under the stone age, unless
they are actually known to have been found with bronze things.

We cannot of eourse expect to find any close connection be-
tween the forms of the stone age and those of the bronze age, as
the materiuls are so different. Morveover, the acquaintance with
metals came from foreign natious, and the primitive types were
developed on foreign soil The earliest bronze articles urrived here
in a ready-made condition; and it ix-these, and not the forms of
the stone age, that have been the foundativn for the forms of the
Scandinuvian bronze age. During the bronze uge, the knowledge
of yet another metal was possessed, namely, gold, which was nsed
for trinkets. The ornaments of the bronze age are very charac-
teristic, and it is therefore easy to distinguish them from those of
other periods. By the discovery of moulds, ete., it has been proved
beyond doubt that weapons and implements were manutfactured
by the people dwelling here.

Up to the prescnt, there have been few discoveries of urticles
from the bronze age in Norway, as compared with Sweden and
Denmark; but as most of themn have been made within the lust
.25 years, it is certain that many more will follow. We have hardly
any graves from the ston> age, while from the bronze age, we have
many. It can be proved that in the early part of the bronze age,
the dead bodies were not burnt before burial, while cremation was
_general in the second, later part. A large proportion of our anti-
quihea from this period, however, do not come from graves, but
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have been accidentully found in the ground, where they have been
lost, or buried by their former owners as mn a place of security.
Several such have been found under large stones, -or on in-
clines covered with débris. Things are seldom found in bogs here.
Discoveries of remains from the stone age are far more numerous
in Norway than of those from the bronze age; but as already
mentioned, a great many of our stone articles must have belonged
to the bronze age. Moreover, stone objects keep much better in
theg earth than bronze, which, in unfavourable circumstances, may
disappear altogether. Stone things, on the contrary, are almost
imperishable. In this case, therefore, it would be wrong to infer
the size of the population from the pumber of things found. In
Norway the distribution of the population during the bronze age
was very much as it was in the stone age.

Among the permanent memorials from the bronze age, we have
the rock engravings. rough drawings, scratched upon stone. They
are most frequently found on the solid rock, on slightly sloping,
so-called <svaberg» (smooth mountain-side); less frequently they occur
upon large loose stones. Two classes of figures can be clearly
distinguished. The first class consists of figures that are not actual
representations of things in nature, but which must have a sym-
bolic sigmificance. The second class comprises representations of
actual things in nature. It is evident from these pictures, that navi-
gation has played a very important part, and that farming was known.

The bronze age probably lasted in Norway until 300 or 400
vears before the birth of Christ.

- The knowledge of iron also cumne to the Scandinavian countries
from the south, namely, from the countries nearest — on the
north side - - to the Alps. The iron age is generally reckened as
lagting until ubout the year 1050 A. D., ie. until the time when
hristianity was established in the couutry, and, as a consequence,
the heathen burial customn of burying weapons and implements
with the body ceased. The iron age is divided into two great
main divisions, viz. the early iron age until about 800 A. D., and
the later iron age, or the wiking period, from 800 to about 1050..
The early iron age is further divided into three sub-divisions, ac-
cording to the various influences that have prevailed in the Scandi-
navizn countries, namely, the pre-Roman, the Roman, and the post-
Roman or middle iron age. In the first part, the Roman influence
has not yet reached the north, in the second it is very percevotible:
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and in the third, the autiquities exhibit u great resemblance to
those that oceur in the Frankish, Burgundian, and Anglo-Saxon
graves from the later period of migration, but display to o still
greater extent than these. a barbarie development. deviating further
and farther from the Roman patterns that had previously in-
fluenced them. By the year 500, new influences again assert them-
selves, with the commencement of the o/ling expeditions to the
West from the Scandinavian countries. These expeditions and the
close connection with Western Euvope resulting fromy fhem. have
contributed more than anything else to give to the later iron ave its
peculiar staxnp here in the north.  The influence from these eantries
ig very clearly apparent in the remains of this period.

With the close of the luter iron age. the principal fask of
prehistoric archarology is concluded.  From that time the written
historical sources gain in fulness and trustworthiness, while the
archaological sources are dried up. The introduction of the Christian
form of burial lus resulted in the almost total absence of anti-
quities from: the peripd that tollowed. What there are go principally
to illustrate the written history; they no longer possess an inde-
pendent signiticance.

In the stone and the bronze ages, Norway was poor in pre-
historic remuins as compared with Sweden and Denmark.  This
dissimilarity is alveady lost iu the carly iron age.  As regards the
number of discoveries of antiguities, Norway is now not very far
behind Sweden and Denmark.  From this it may be concluded that
the population has made more rapid progress in the beginning of
the iron age in Norway than in the neighbouring countries. Nt
until ke iron age did Norway have a population that corresponded
to her ubility at that time to afford sustenance to Inunan beings.

Norway is very abundantly furnished with antiquitios from
the later iron age. Although this period comprises a much shorters
time than the early ivon age, yet the number of known discoveries
of wntiquities frow the later iron age is about twice as many as
those from the early iron age. The graves, morcover, are generally
richer in remains than those of Sweden and Denmark, especiully
as regards weapons and all kinds of implements, the latter especially
being far more abundantly represented in Norway than in the neigh-
bouring countries.

The first indication of the use of letters appears in the early
iron age. The runes, which are based upon the Latin alphabet,
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seem to have ecome to the Scandinavian countries at the same time
as the antiquities that indicate the carliest influence of Roman
culture. The runic characters are only found in short inscriptions,
of which the language has proved to be a Germanic dialect.

Both cremation and burial without eremation are found through-
out the iron age. Generally a barrow was raised over the dead.
One peculiar method of burial, only met with in the later iron
age. is the laying of the body. either burnt or unburnt, in a boat
or ship, covered with a round, or oval barrow. Remains of grave-
ships of this kind have been found in vurious barrows in Norway,
and in two cases. the barrows have been made of potter's clay, in
_which the wood has been so well preserved, that the ship is al-

mosl unimpaired (the ships from Tune and Gokstad, in the Museum

of antiquities in the Kristiania University).

The largest collections of antiquities are in Kristiania, Bergen
and Troudhjem.
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orRWAY, whose name in iis ancient language was Norvegr or
Noregr, was once of somewhat larger extent than i is at

present. The Swedish provinces, Jemtland, Herjedalen and Baa-
huslen were Norwegian until the middle of the 17th cenfury. Fin-
mark wus originally a Norwegian tributary land, reaching to the
White Sea, and also feluding the Kola Peninsula. By immigration
from Russia, it early becamne partially dependent upon the rulers
of that country; and the consequence of this was a contraction of
its boundurics towards the NE.

Norway was inhabited long before all tradition and all history.
The probability is that its colonisation was effected by the pro-
genitors of the Norwegian people, who were established there at
the opening of the historic period. According to the oid tradition,
the country was divided among a number of mutually independent
tribes, under chieftains who directed the worship of gods, and took
the chief command in war. In all the tribes, the people’s liberty
was carried to the furthest extent. The free men settled their
legal disputes, and passed laws. Outside the commwunity and
the laws stood thie unfree men, the thralls. The religious con-
ception wus the same us that which prevailed in Germanic
heathendom.
" The earliest organised political community must have originated
in the regions round the Trondhjem Fjord, where the Tronder
tribes had early united in a peasant community consisting of 8
‘gmall shires (fylker) each of which settled its own affairs at its
own Thing; but they were also united in wider associations, with
.8 common worship and administration of justice.
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As far as can be ascertained, the Tronders' tribal i'eague stood
almost exclusively in peaceable relations witl{ the ocutside world,
and only had a small share in the great develapment of power which
took place in the later iron age, through the viking expeditions.

These warlike expeditions began at the end of the eighth
century. Through them, the Norwegian tribes which had not yet
attained to the harmony characteristic of the Tronders, came into
immediate contact with neighbouring and far-distant races living
in conditions developed under the intluence of the Grweo-Roman
afd Christian culture. Warriors from the west set out on expeditions
to the British Isles, where they founded new kingdoms without
breaking off the intercourse with their native country. Warriors
also went from the south or east country, and, in conjunction
with armies from Denmark and Sweden. laid waste the land of
the Franks.

It is possible that this movement was acecelerated by the
revolutions in connection with the establishment of the Norwegian
monarchy. Tn the east country, in the districts nearest to the
Kristiania Fjord, during the first half of the ‘ninth century, several
shires were united under owe roval ruce, the Ynglings, who came
from Vestfold. but traced their descent from the old Upsala kings
and from the god Freyv. Under one of the Vestfold kings, the
able and beloved Hauvpax Svarre (sthe Swarthy.), who died
about the year 860, their kingdom was extended to the digtn’i‘_rl:é
round and to the north of the Kristiunia Fjord (Viken and Op-
landene). Halvdan's son, Hararp, afterwards called Haraup
Haarvacrr (-the Fair-haired:), had first to secure the kingdom
he had inherited from his ftather, and thereupon crossed the
Dovre Mountains to Trondhjem, which he succeeded in subju-
gating. He then took up his abode in this well-populated and
excellently orgunised community, and made thence one expedition
after anotber against the western shives, whose opposition was
at list. completely broken down at the great battle of Hafrsfjord
(872). From this time is reckoned Norway's union into one kmg
dom. In order to strengthen the monarchy, Harald attached k)
himself the mightiest men in the various shires by conferring upon
them positions of dignity, such as herser or lendermend, s they
were afterwards called. At the same time he limited the influence
of the yecomen, and compelled them to pay taxes. But by so doing,
he caused great discontent, and many who could not become
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reconciled to the new ordér of things, left the country. Some of
them joined the vikings, who were scouring the seas, and some
settled down on the Faroe Isles, or the islands off the coast of
Scotland, and thence made frequent inroads upon the Norwegian
coast. One summer — about the year B7H Harald himself
set out on a warlike expedition to the Orkueys, the Shetland
Islands and the Hebrides, which he subjugated, and placed under
the government of earls (jarler). The emigration trom Norway
and the Norwegian settlements in the west subsequently took the
directioni of Iceland, which had shortly before been discovered hy
Norwegian sailors. During the two succeeding gencrations, an
active emigration went on to this lonely island, where a free
political community was developed after the pattern of the old
conditions in the mother-country.

In his old age, Harald Haarfugre muarred his great achieve
ment by dividing the kingdom between his sons in the year 930 It
was to be governed. however, by au supreme sovereign, For quite
a century, this occusioned disputes between the various branches
of the royal house: who fought for the throne. [t also gave oc-
casion for the interference of the Danish, and to some extent of
the Swedish king in the affairs of the kingdom, and was the origin
of endeavours to re-establish the former order of things. But with
all this schisin, the schievement of Harald Haarfagre made itself
apparent in the growing consciousness in the mind of the nation
that it constituted one people.

Three years before the death of Harald, his son Erix Brovogs
(«Bloody-axe») had become the supreme sovereign of the country. In
934, however, he had to yield to his youngest brother Haskon, who
had been brought up in England by King Athelstane, and was supported
by the Tronders. Haakon's reign was marked by u series of meritorious
reforms. The old Thing-association of the Tronders was extended by
the union with it of several shires; and the common Thing-place was
now removed to fvosta (Frostathing). The frething, however, con-
tinved to exist as well, and it came to have a special importance
*%he place where the oath of allegiance to the Norwegian kings
wag taken. The west-country Thing too, which originally consisted
of the three shires thut joined one another at the mouth of the
Sogne Fjord, was enlarged by the addition of three other shires.
They had sommon laws, and » common Thing-place at Gulen
(Gulathing). The defence of the country was also now organised
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by the imposition of a levy which obliged the yeomen in the coast
districts («skibreder») to equip and mun war-ships. Haskon, who
was honoured by his people with the surname of THE Gaop, fell’
in 961, while defending his country against the sons of Erik Blod-
oks, who were assisted by the Danish king. After the brothers
had governed cruelly for ¢ years, the eldest of them, Haraip
GrasreLD, was assassinated in Denmark, whereupon the others were
obliged to yield to Earl Haaxoxn, the chief of the Tronders. This
chieftain sncceeded in liberating himself fromn the condition of
dependence on the Danish king, in which he had originally stood,
and defeated the renowned warriors, the Jomsvikings, whom that
king sent against him. Although Haakon had submitted, under
compulsion, to baptism, he was a fanatical heathen; and at last,
by his cruelty and licentiousness, he alienuted the affections of his
people. They rose against him, and he was murdered. while fleeing,
by a thrall who accompunied him (995). Just at this time, Onav
Tryevessox, a descendant of Harald Hanrfagre, came to the
country. and was immediately chosen king by the Tronders. Olav
is one of the most brilliant figures in Norwegian history. After a
romantic boyhood, he had distinguished himself as leader of a
viking army that had ravaged England. Immediately before his
coming to Norway, he had embraced Christianity; and now, after
hecoming king of the country, he began to enforce the adoption of
the Christian faith. In the course of a few years;he had, in true
viking fashion, brought the population of the entire coast, from
Viken up to the borders of Finmurken, under the dominion of «the
White Christs. His proclamation of Christianity extended also to
the Norwegian settlers in the Orkney and Faroe Isles, to Iceland,
and to Greenland, then just discovered. When returning from an.
expedition to Venden, Olav was attucked by an army of superior
force, that had been gathered against him by Earl Haakou's son
Exrg, the Swedish king Olav Skotkouung, and the Danish king
Svend Tjugeskwg. After u most heroic defence, his men were nearly
all killed, and he himself, mortally wounded, sought » grave beneath
the waves (9th September, 1000)

Norway was now divided between the Danish and ‘Bwedish
kings and Earl Erik; but the kings gave up their shares to Erik
and his brother Svrix, who governed them as theixyénals. .
the Danish king, Knud den Store («the Great»>yH
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England, he called upon Earl Erik to assist him. The Earl obeyed
the call, and never saw Norway again.

In the spring of 1015, Onav Haranossox, a descendant of
Harald Haarfagre, returned to Norway from a viking expedition,
determined to curry on the life-work of his kinsman, Olay
Trygvesson. With the aid of the Upland kings, he succeeded in
overthrowing the earls’ rule and the tforeign dominion; and in Trond-
hjem, where «the chief power of all the land appeured to him to
dwell», homage was done to him as king of Norway. Olav hrought
the little Upland kings under the Norwegian dominion, and soneli
in every way to place the long-inherited power of the creat chief-
tains under that of the king. He further strengthened his power
by the introduction of Christisnity, and the laws were adapted to
the requirements of the new doctrine.  But by his hard-handed
policy, Olay Haraldssom soon aroused a strong opposition against
himself. The rebelzs soneht the aid of the Danish king, Knud the
Great, who came with an army to Norwny in 1028 and reccived
homage at the Orething. Olay fled to Russia, and when, some
time after, he attempted to win back his kingdom, he was slain
by the chieftains at Stiklestud in Vierdalen (20th July. 1030). Not
long after, he was regarded as a holy man. A rising of the
people overthrew the Dunish dominion in a short spuce of time,
and Olav’s saintly taine shed a radiance over the throne, and over
his kinsmen and suceessors. It is sof  without repson that the
century which now followed, after Olav’s son Masvus hiud ascended
the throne in 1035, has been ealled the period of Norway s preatness.
The kingdom was now, by the unity brought about between the
royal power and the aristoeracy, enabled to extend its influence
to the world around.

Olay the Holy's son Magnus (1035-—1047) became also, by
inheritance, king of Denmark. But after his death, that kingdom
passed into the hands of Svend Estridsson, although Mugnus's
succassor, Haraup Haarpraavk, brother to Oluv the Holy, laid
claim to it by force of arms. He subsequently tried to conquer Eng-
land, but fell at Stanford Bridge, shortly before the Norman conguest
of the country (1066). The efforts of his grandson, Mauxus Barrop
(1093—1103), were directed towards the amalgamation of the Nor-
. wegian. s¢f i on the islands off the coust of Scotland, and
others, int kingdom. Magnus fell during a descent upon Ire-
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land. A few years afterwards, his son,»S1aurp JorsaLrar, set off
on a crusade to the Holy Land, where 'in 1110 he took the
strong town of Sidon, which had hitherto defied the efforts of the
crusaders. ;

But these warrior-kings also had an eye to the peaceful de-
velopment of their country. Towns which had“sprung up in former
times -— Nidaros [Trondhjem|, Tunsberg and Sarpsborg — were
aided, and new towns, such as Hamar and Oslo, werg founded.
But the people participuted especially in the benefits of #ivilisation
under the peacetul kings Ovnav Kyrre (1066---1093) and Bystrin
Macyussoxn (1103 1123). During the reign of the .former, Bergen
was founded as a centre for trade with England. Siourd Jorsalfar
was also a man of peace during the latter part of his reign. :

After Sigurd's death in 1130, there followed a period of 110
years, that was occupied with contentions among the descendants
of Mugnus Burfod's sons as to the succession. In these qna-rrelst
it wus at one time the aristocracy and the clergy who had the
upper hand, the latter playing an especiully prominent part wien
the strong and powertul Eystein Erlandsson oecupied the Norwe-
gian archiepiscopul see. Special intercst Httaches to the struggie
between Sigurd Jorsalfar's grandson, Maavus Ervinesspy, and
SVERRE SIGURDSSON, a f_‘rrea,t--gmndsm; of Magnus Barfod. , In
1164, Maguus Erlingsson, who was then a child, had begn crowned
by the archbishop,, after his father, the chieftain ErLiNG SKAKEE,
had promised on his behalf that the kingdom should be subject
to St. Olav, and that after the king's death, the crown should-
be given as an offering to that saint. Simultaneously a change “fa&
made in the public law of the kingdom, which would have giveu the
bishops the power to nominate the future king. On the other side,
Sverre Sigurdsson, who had presented himself in 1177 .as a clai-
mant to the throne, upheld the hereditary monarchy and the supre-
macy of the king over the church. Erling jJkakke fell in 1179,
and ‘Muagnus Erlingssen in 1184; but the very year before, the arch-
bishop ad been obliged to come to an agreement with Sgerre¥and
to recognise him as king. AIW arcigpishop Eystein’d death, hing
suecessor continued the struggle, but king Sverre compelled him to
leave the country. The king, in return, was placed under the
pope’s bun, and new parties, Bupp&ted by the clergy, rose against
him. During the struggle, king Sverre died (1202).-Tt was his
grandson, Haaxox Haaxonssen, who becanf king in . -lgi?f-g'fwhﬁ__
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first crushed the rebelliong”fuction raised by the clergy. and slew
the last of the claimants they supported. numely, Duke Skunr (12400,

Once more a flourishing period intervened, which lasted for
about R0 years, during the reigns of Huakon Huakonsson, his son.
Maanvs Lacasorir («the Law-menders), and the Iatter's sons Errg
and Haaxox. Du'i:ing the struggles that preceded it, the old
chieftain-families had beep associated with {the monarchy, whose
influence was then extended to the domain formerly reserved
to the peoble themselves, namely, legislation and judicial power. The
latter gradually passcd into the hands of the judges @ lugmaead )
appointefl by the king. Abroad too. king Haakon enjoyed the greatest
esteem. The French king, Louis 1X, offered him the supreme eom-
mand in a erusade which he was undertaking to Egvpt and Palestine,
leeland and Greenland became subjeet to his dowminion (1261 - G2\
When the Scottish king attucked the Hebrides, king Haakon visited
his country with an army, hut died during the winter in the Ovkneys
11263). His son Magnus, surmuned the Law-meuder, ceded the islands
in digpute to the Scottish king, in vetwn for av annual tribute.
For the rest, Mugnus's attention was mostly directed to the matter
ot legislation, in which he gained great renown by the drawing up
of laws for towns and rural divtricts, common to the whole country.
He strengthened the rvelutions between the royal power and the
aristocracy, but did not succeed in pntting down the usurpations
of the church. After Magnus's death (1280), shere were disputes
between the temporal chiefs acting us regents during the minority
of his son Erik. and the clergy, with whom, however. u recon-
siliation took place when the king cume of age.

In Erik's time, the temporal magnates - - the Burons — obh-
tained a considerable influence at the expense of the monarch; but his
orother and successor, Haakon V Macnusson (1299 -1319) sue-
ceeded in diminishing it. The dignities of earl and baron were
done away with, andsa new administration brought about.

With the death of Haakon V, the male descendants of Harald
Haaffagrs became extinct, and the country now passed into new
sonnections, "which at first were of gwchance and personal character,
but, owing to circumstances, were to become of eventful importance.

The décline had already _set in during the country's last
period of prosperity. Magnus Lagaboter, before his death, had
granted to the German Hanse towns extensive trade privileges,
which were subsequently increased to such a degree, that it soon
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became almost impossible for Norwegiuus to carry on an independent
trade. From the middle of the 14th century — after the establishment
of their fuctory in Bergen - the Germans practically ruled the
commerce of the country, and in other matters also hud the game in
their own hands. Fresh misfortunes that occurred during the course
of the l4th century, threw the country back still further. The po-
pulation was reduced by one third, by three visitations of the plague
—— in 1349, 1360, and 1371. As a comsequence of the fact that
the king now always resided abroad. the defences of the country
sunk into decay, while the noble families became extinet, or were
merged in the peasantry.

Even the first union of the country with Sweden (13 19— 1380)
and with Denmark (1380 - 1397) proved to be very detrimental to
Norway., ;:]'ﬂmu;é'h it had no influence upon her political and inter-
national position.  But this was still more evident when the Kalmar
Union was brought about in 1397 by the election of Erix of Po-
merania, the hereditary king of Norway, as king of Denmark and
Sweden. By this aet, Norway was brought dnto an actual union,
in which she was to play a subordinate part, while yet continuing
to. be an independent kingdom, and — after a treaty made between
Norway and Denmark in 1450 —- co-ordinate with Denmark, with
a staute council of her own.

By a coup d'état in 1536, a change was brought about in this
condition of affairs. King Curisrras 111 promised in his charter
to make Norwuay into «a wember of the kingdom of Denmark», so
that she should hercafter -neither be. nor be called, a separvate
kingdom». But this promise wus little move than empty words,
for King Christian soon, without more ado, excused himself from
tulfilling it. after Norway, in the following year, had come under
his dominion. Although, during the events thut oceurred, the
Norwegian state council was dissolved, Norway did not enter into
anvthing like provincial relations to Denmark, but continued to
exisi and be designated us an independent kingdom. The kings
also continued to regard the country as their inheritance while, in
Denmark, they had to be elected. It was a consequence of the
impotence of the country, and the impoverished state of the nation,
that the Danish influence made itself more strongly felt than be-
fore. Norway kept her own legislature, and not many years after
King Christiun had given his promise of Norway's dependence, &
special Norwegian naval defence was organised by royal command.
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It was always kept up, and during the wars with Sweden, was brought
up to the requirements of the times. In 1628, supported by the old
regulations regarding the military defence of the country, there was
further established a mational standing army. From the time of
CrarisTian 1V's reign (1588— 1(48) thanks to the interest the
king took in the country --- Norway was once more aroused to an
independent existence by the rapidly growing prosperity of trade.
Owing, however, to the defeats of the Dunish army during the un
happy wars which this king and his suceessor waged with Sweden.
several of the best distriets had to be relinguished. Ater the War
in 16568, Norway, by the cession of the distriet of Trondhjem, was
almost brought into a condition of total dissolution, bui the very
next year, the army, snpported by a rising of the people. retook
that important district.

By political changes in 1660 and 1661, Norway was agnin
placed on an equality with Denmark, under the rule of the heredi-
tary absolute monarchs.  These created o new administration,
chiefiy in the handy of native office-bearers, and hmproved the le-
gislation by the introduction of ('mrisrian V's Norwegian law. 1In
fhe course of time, the absolute power of the Dano-Norwegiun kings
passed into a bureaucracy, agzinst whose encroachments the com-
mon people sought and found their surest defence in the absolute
monarch himself. Two wars, the Gyppsnnove War (1675 1679)
and the great Northern War (17048 1720} in whicli the young and
intrepid naval hero, Peter Wessel, who was raiscd to the nobility
under the name uf Tordenskjold, won great renown, shed a lustre
over army and fleet, but retarded the development of the nation.
But during the long period of peuce after 1720, its prosperity grew
continunally, Among the peasant classes, the number of freehold
proprietors was steadily augmenting, and large tracts of lund were
brought under cultivation. New towns sprang up, and the popu-
lation increased Trade and navigation were extended after the
middle of the 18t century. During the North American struggle
for liberty, the government concluded an armed neutrality with
Sweden and Russia. Under its protection, trade and navigation
attained a hitherto unknown level, greatly to the benefit of the
country. When, in 1800, the same powers in conjunction with
Prussia, entered upon a similar alliance for the protection of their
commercial interests, England endeavoured to bremk it. A brief
war with' that country was the consequence. After the battle in
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('openhagen Roads (2nd April, 1801), the united kingdoms, under
the regency of the crown-prince FrEpurIk, retired from ‘he alliance,
without, however, suffering any detriment to their flourishing trade.

This happy conditiorr of the united kingdoms came to an end
during the summer of 1807, when the agreement made at Tilsit
between the emperors of France und Russia, as to the blocking
of the continent, necessarily had a far-reaching significance for the
Necandinavian countries. If Great Britain refused to accept Russia's
mediation, and conclude peace with France upon conditions laid
down by Napoleon. Denmark and Norway, as well as Sweden and
Portugal. should be compelled to join the continental system. The
Duno-Norwegian king was to surrender his fleet to the French
emperor, in return for the Hanse towns. If Sweden refused to
close her harbours to the British. Denmark and Norway should be
compelled to wage war with the former, and the Czar would be
at liberty to take Finland from Sweden, who was Russia's geo-
graphical enemy-.

The British government got wind of thig agreement, and de-
termined to forestall the emperor by compelling Denmark and
Norway to fall in with their policy. There can hardly be a doubt
that the outrage intended by the agreement at Tilsit would have
obliged the Dano-Norwegiun government to join cause with the
British ; but the short-sighted and violent action of British states-
men gave a different turn to affairs. They demanded that the fleet
of the united countries should be brought to a British haven.
where it should be kept until restoration of peace. While nego-
tiations were still in progress, they sent a strong fleet of men-of-
war to Oresund. und landed an army in Zeuland. Copenhagen
was surrounded. and after 4 days’ bombardment, compelled to sur-
render (Tth September, 1807). The British captured the Dano-Nor-
wegian fleet, and plundered the dock-yards. They then guve the
crown-prince the choice between peace, alliance, or war. In the
event of .his keeping peace, his fleet would be returned to him at
the coaclusion of the war. If he entered into an alliance with
England, she would give him powerful support in the defence of
his countries, which he would see extended by fresh acquisitions.
If, on the other hand, he declared war against Great Britain, he
should also have war with Sweden, and thereby expose himself to
the loss of Norway. Moreover, he would see the trade of his sub-
jects ruined, and his dependencies made subject to England.. Look
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at the matter as he would, the crown-prince could not for a
moment doubt that in any case he would fare badly; but it was
the action of the British that drove him into the arms of the
emperor Napoleon. In November. 1807, the war broke out with
England, and not many mnonths later, hostilities were also opened
with Sweden, who was abandoned to the merey of Russin. lm
mediately after the arising of these complications, the crown-prinee
became king, by his father's death. of Demmirk and Norway, uuder
the title of Frrprrixk VI. _

As soon as the intercourse bLetween Doenmark ol Nurw;i_\_‘
had been broken off, Norway received a govermment of her
aown, the so-called government-commmission, whose labours were
continued wuntil - the end of 1309, At its head was General
Prince Curistian Avavst ov AuveusteNbsora, under whose leader
ship the Norwegian army defeated the Swedish detachments
in a series of actions. and drove them back across the frontier.
At the same time, Russin overran Finland. and threatened to
invade Northern Swgden. Lastly, an attuck was organised on
the southern part of the country by the Danes in conjunction with
French troops under Marshal Berxaporre  Sweden was now in a
most desperate situation, with utter ruin staring her in the face,
Swedish patriots saw that the salvation of the country depended
upon the removal of the stubborn king Gustat IV Adolf, to whose
narrow policy all the Mame was ascribed. By an armistice with Nor-
way, Lieutenunt-Colonel Adlersparre, who had the supreme command
on the Norwegian frontier in the spring of 1809, succeeded in ob-
taining liberty of action. He accordingly went with his army to
Stockholm, Gustav Adolf was deposed, and his uncle proclaimed
king under the title of Carrn XTII, prince Christinn August, the
Norwegian general, being chosen as his successor. Sweden purchased
peace with Russia by the cession of Finland. Subsequently Den-
mark and Norway also concluded peace.

The war between the last-named countries and Great Britain,
on the other hand, continued. It cost the Norwegians little blood-
shed, but although the resolution to cut them off from the con-
tinent was not carried into effect, the prosperity of the country
suffered severely. The exportation and importation of provisions
was frequently hindered, and as the crops failed in the country
itaelf, famine and want prevailed. Ip these circumstances, many
Norwegians bhegan to consider means for promoting the good of
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their country, and relieving its necessity. At the end of 1809,
Prince Christian August's friend, Count HErmaNn WEDEL-JARLS-
BERG, and other patriots, founded the «Society for Norway's Wel-
fare», whose object it was te labour for the material welfare and
mental development of the nation. As early as 1811, the founding
of a Norwegian university had been accomplished, a proceeding which
the Danish government had hitherto opposed. But it appeared that
the Society had another and wider aim in view, namely, that of
freeing Norway from her union with Denmark. The union between
the countries, however, was to be broken sooner than was expected,
and without the intervention of the Norwegian peopls.

Immediately after the conclusion of peace in 180!, the prince
of Augustenborg had repaired to Sweden, where, as heir to the
crown, he assumed the name of (farl August. Great were the
hopes that attached to this popular prince; but in the svinmer
of 1210, he suddenly died during a gathering of troops in Skaane.
The Swedes then chose as heir to the throne, the French marshal
Bernadotte, hoping thereby to eain the friepdship of the emperor
Napoleon, and thas regain possession of Finlund. They had reckoned,
however, without their host. Napoleon and Bernadotte had never
been triends. and the latter. who, as crown-prince, took the name
of Carr. Jouax, took up his position in his new home independently
of the interests of the empire. Soon after Lis arrival in Sweden,
he undertook the government on behulf of the senile Carl XTII,
and joined the friends of his predecessor, Carl August. They,
remembering with gratitude the magnanimity of the Norwegian
people towurds their nation in IR09, endeavoured, in conjunction
with various Norwegians, to bring about, in a peaceable munner,
a union between the Scandinavian kingdoms. Towards the same
goal, but frem an altogether different point of view, another party
was striving, who craved compensation for the loss of Finlan
For the present, however, the crown-prince was able to work with
botl: purties. .

It was not long before a rupture took place between Napoleon
and Carl Johan; and when the war broke out between Russia and
France, the Russian emperor Alexander concluded an alliance with
the Swedish crown-prince, promising him the possession of Norway
(1812). After the destruction of the great French army in the
course of the winter, Prussia, England and Austria joined the
alliance. The first two powers guaranteed to Sweden the acquire-
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ment of Norway, England also adding the proviso that whatever
consideration was dne to the liberty and happiness of the Noi-
wegian people should be taken. '

This reservation did not prevent the British government from
sending their cruisers to blockade every Norwegiun port, so that
it was impossible for grain vessels to come across from Denmark.
The condition of affairs in Norway, in ('.llllHt‘(flh'lll‘!‘ of this, was
distressing. A terrible year of scarvcity ensued, and to crown the
work of destruction, a national bankruptey oceurred, which com-
pletely ruined what little prosperity still remained. '

In these circumstances, the Swedish crown-prine pot in lis
claim to Norway. King Frederik VI wanted to keep hold of this
kingdom of his as long ss possible. He saw that in the storm that
was lowering, the union between the kingdowms must be completely
dissolved; but in ovder that a re-umion might take place when
quieter times supcervened. he sent up his cousin and heir, Curesrias
Freperig, as governor.  In the antumn, the long-impending war
with Sweden broke jout; but at fivst little was to be heard froi
the frontier.

It was at a foreign seat of war that the question of a union
between Norway and Sweden found its solation.  In the spring of
1813, Caxl Jolian erossed to North Germany, where he commanded
one of the allied armies in the decisive strugele against the emperor
Nupoleon. After the power of the latter bad been broken at the
buttle of Leipsie (Oct. 1813), Carl Johun advanced against Denmark,
and Frederik VI found himself compelled to eonelude peace ut Kiel,
i which he gave up to the king of Sweden all his rights over
Norway (14. Jan. [814). But the treaty, clumsily drawn up as it was,
was a remarkable specimen both of the ignorance of the negotiating
partios regarding everything touching the constitutiona] position and
history of Norway, and of the diversity of opinion that prevailed
within the Swedish governing cireles as to the future of the country.
Merely the clause providing that the dependencies, Iceland, Green-
land and the Faroe Isles should be loosed by a siroke of the pen
tfrom the mother-country, is in itself sufficiently characteristic of
the inconceivable vagneness and superficiality with which it was
drawn up. But the treaty also tried to impose upon the foreigm
powers, the allies of Sweden, a conception of the state of affairs
that was opposed to the foregoing agreements. When these
powers were called upon to interfere, a modification of the
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provisions of the Kiel treaty took place, which in reality accorded
with the manner in which the Norwegian people asserted their
independence. '

In absolving the Norwegians from their oath of allegiance to
him, Frederik VI called upon them to become subject to the
Swedish king. But the Norwegians were far from wishing to do
%0. The greater number of them considered it ulmost treuson to
think of a union with Sweden, and the events of the last year had
in no wise contributed to change this feeling. The vice-regent,
Prince Christian Frederik, supported by the prevailing opinion,
wished to set himself up as king, after receiving the preliminary
communication regarding the Treaty of Kiel. In crder to gain
time, he made a tour through Gudbrandsdalen to Trondhjem, seeking
everywhere, by his engaging personality and his eloquence, to in-
fluence public feeling in his favour. In Trondhjem he received
sume support, but a large number of the citizens of that town
agreed to draw up an address, in which they intended to point
out to him the necessity to the country of Javing a constitution.
The prince, however, looked npon his position as that of next heir
to the throne, who could straightway have himself proclaimed
king. . On his way back from Trondhjem, he summoned some of
the most respected men of the east country to an assembly at
Eidsvold Ironworks, on the 16th February. These maintained that
though there was nothing to prevent the Danish king from giving
“up his own and his descendants’ claim to the Norwegian throne,
he had no right to hand Norway over to another ruler, as he had
done by the Treaty of Kiel. On the contrary, this had given the
Norwegians themselves the right of deciding their own future, and
consequently of determining all constitutional matters. This view,
which was expressed by Professor GEore SvERDRUP, won immediate
sympathy, and it was resolved that a national assembly should
meet at Eidsvold, to give the country a constitution. In the mean
tiue, Prince Christian Frederik was to govern as regent. As a
sign of the country's independence, she immediately received a flag
of her own, which was the Danish one hitherto in use, with the
ancient arms of Norway in the upper square next the pole. .

The national assembly met at Eidsvold on the 10th April. ’I‘he
majority of the 112 members were in favour of Norway's being
& separate kingdom. A minority of 30, led by Count Herman
Wedel-Jarlsberg, held that a union with Sweden would be beneficial
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and desirable, but that Norway should enter the union as an in-
dependent state with constitutional liberty. The national assembly
drew up a fundamental law, which was passed on the 17th May;
and it then proceeded to elect a king, u proceeding which the
minority wounld have preferred to postpone. Christian Frederik
was unanimously chosen king. He immediately. surrounded him-
self with a council, and divided the affairs of the country among
5 departments, each governed by a cabinet minister. Couneils were
established for the Ecelesiagtical and Edueational Department, and
for the affairs of the army and navy. For several reasons, 1o
Foreign Office could be established; but the king took upou him-
self the charge of all matters belonging to that department.
Immediately after ascending the throne, Christiun Frederik
endeavoured to open negociations with the Allied Powers, in the
hope of thus guining a recognition of the country's independence
and constitutional self-dependence. Political considerations pre-
vented his emissaries from being officially received; but the king
found other means of enforcing his representations, which were not
without their influence on the attitude subsequently held by the Powers.
After the Treuty of Kiel, Carl Johan had gone southwards
with his army to ussist the combined Powers in the last decisive
battle with Napoleon. 1In various ways, he aroused the suspicion
and displeasure of the princes; but having, on his side, fulfilled
his obligations, he could also claim that his allies should make
good their promises. He desired that the Allied Powers should
send commissioners to Denmark and Norway, to see that the Treaty
of Kiel was carried out to the letter.
 Curl Johan had a suspicion that the rising in Norway was
the result of a plan agreed upon between the Danish king and
his heir. Frederik VI, however, had given up all thought of a re-
union of the countries, and had nothing whatever to do with it.
The commissioners of the Powers oo, found that there was nothing
to complain of in his attitude, as he had in vain enjoined his heir,
tinte after time, to quit Norway. When they came to Kristiania
st the end of June, 1814, far from demanding the fulfilment of
the. Treaty of Kiel, they approved in a great measure of what had
taken place m Norway. Their demands were to the effect that
the king should resign his authority, and leave the country. The
Nm-wegla.n fortresses, Fredrikstad, Fredriksten and Kongsvinger
were to be nccapxed by Swedish troops, until the Storthing had
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gettled the question of the- unjon 6f the kingdoms. Christian
‘Frederik expressed his willingness t6 resign his anthority into
the hands of the Storthing, but required that tha fortresses
should be occupied with Russian, Prussian and Austrian troops,
until the decision was come to. To this Carl Johan would not
consent, and an appeal to arms had to be resorted to.

At the end of July, the Swedish army, under Carl Johan,
crossed the southern border in several places, while a large fleet
under the command of King Carl XIIT menaced the coast. The
Norwegian army was badly equipped, and suffered from want of
everything; but its one desire was to fight for its country. It was
forced to retreat continually, although at several places it fought
with decided success. The fortress of Fredrikstad, Lowever, was
given up to the enemy.

At Kongsvinger, where General Ganax led the secondary attack,
the most serious conflicts took place. The Swedish army was defeated
by Col. Kreps in the engugements of Lier and Matrand; and at
the latter place, it was broken up and drivep out of the country.

When hostilities had lasted for a fortnight, Carl Johan again
opened negotiations, principally upon the same basis that the com-
missioners of the Allied Powers had laid down. The Norwegians
were to retain the constitution given at Eidsvold, with only such
alterations as the union with Sweden made necessary. But Christian
Frederik was immediately to abdicate the throne, call the Storthing
together, and leave the country. The king agreed to this, and on
the 14th August, a convention with an armistice was concluded at
Moss. The Norwegian urmy evacuated that part of the country
that lies east of the Glommen, and the fortress of Fredriksten
‘opened its gates to the Swedes.

Christian Frederik resigned his authority into the hands of
the council of gtate, and an extraordinary Storthing was swm-
moned. Until this met, he stayed at Ladegaardsven, just outside
Kristiania, sick in mind and body. The convention at Moss had
aroused grief and wrath in a large proportion of the nation, and
some devachments of the army mutinied: But the excitement
subsided when the council ordered a legal investigation into f.he-
conduct of the suspected officers. £

On the Tth October, the first extraordinary meeting of the
Storthing took place. Three days later, Christian Frederik lzm{
down his royal authority, and left the country. Carl Johan deami‘,i
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that the Storthing should promise allegiance to*the Swedish king,
before the negotiations concerning the conditions of the union were
opened; but the Storthing handed over the government of the
country to the council of state, and as its number was no longer
complete, it was reinforced with men who enjoyed universal esteem.
The Norwegians were firm in their determination not to enter into
any union with Sweden, if, in so doiug, they would have to give
up a particle of their constitutional liberty. They therefore desired,
through the Storthing, to make their own conditions for the union;
and if the Swedes would not accept them, the war should be continued. .

Six commissioners came to Kristiania to negotiate with the Stor-
thing on the king of Sweden's behalf. They brought with them a pro-
posal for alterations in the fundamental law,drawn up at the instigation
of Carl Johan. The Storthing, however, determined that the Eidsvold
constitution should form the basis of the new one, and that only
such alterations should be made in it as a union with Sweden
demanded. The Storthing would not negotiate directly with the
commissioners, but appointed a committee of ¢ men, who were to
receive the necessary iuformation from them. .

On the 20th October, when the end of the armistice was
approaching, the Storthing resolved that Norway should be
united to Sweden as an independent kingdom. Before, however,
proceeding to the election of a king, unanimity was arrived at on
the subject of the changes in the constitution. The amended con-
stitution became law on the 4th November, und immediately after,
Carl XIIT was chosen king of Norway. On the 10th November,
Carl Johan was present in the Storthing, where he took the king's
oath to the constitution.

- Thus, by accommodating the conditions of the union to the
constitutional conditions established in Norway, by yielding to the
will of the Powers, and by giving the Norwegian Storthing free
choice, ' Carl Johan had succeeded in bringing about the umion,
and achieving all that could be achieved. To the European Powers, -
thae*Swedmh Minister for Foreign Affairs declared on behalf of the
crown-pnnce that the Peace of Kiel was given up. <It,is not to
ﬁw" Treaty ‘of Kiel»,"he said, «but to the confidence of the Nor-
. people in us, that we owe Norway's union with Sweden.»
jut there was a party in Sweden, whose real opinion found
on in the words #ttributed to the old king, namely, «that
Ianionl to ﬁ!ep over.s
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The Norwegm‘ns, on their side, had no exaggerated contidence
in the Swedish promises. As a matter of ‘prudence, prousmna
touching the union were embodied in the Norwegian fundmn ta'!
law; and the Act of Union, which was passed by the Storthi
the ath August, 1815, became fundamental law for Nopway, w1thout
being so in Sweden. Tn the history of the Unmn this clrcﬁnata.nce
of which the sole mt‘antmn was to secure guaranteea for the Njurwe ian
nation, has gamed significance from the fact that Swedish politicians,
by its means, have claimed rlghts for Sweden over the findamental
law of Norwiy.

The éomposition of the Norwegian governmentyalso contained
a pmofi‘_ﬂiat Carl Johan approved in the main of all that had
taken,place in this country in 1814. '

*For the first 15 years after the union, vicé-regents (statholders)
of Swedish birth stood at the head of the government:? The
council itself was composed of men belonging to the. various
parties in the country. Two or three of Christian Frederik's
ministers also had seats in the new ministry.

There was at first no possibility of establishing the democracy
on which the constitution was hased. On the cont-rafry;" thebureau-
cracy which had developed under the former absolute power, at-
tained its highest level, and being of an extremely marked national
character, became the constitution’'s bggt defence dunng the re-
action that soon supervened under the pressyre of the Holy Alliance.

When N‘grway ent?red upon the union with*Swéden, her con-
dition was anything but a prosperousone. Great want and poverty
prevailed, and all trade was depressed* Since the great national
bankruptey in 1813, the finances of the codntry had been in the
most grievous plight. The first ordinary St.orthmg (1815——1816) saw
no other way out of the difficulty than %o depreqate still further
the papet currency. In order, however, to impart% fresh firmness
to money matters, the Bank of Norway was founded in Trondhjem,
its paid-up ¥apital being procured by the assessmept of an extra.
ordinary tax.

- Thisjsqf course, could tot but increase the depression at first;.
and, as & result of the growing discontent, ar“ﬂsmg of the peasunts
in the Uplands todk place, with the object of dissolving the
Storthing, and bringing in an absolute government. Some ha#af
therefore claimed to see the machinatioffs of the royal power he-:
hind the. risingy which was organised by a li#ge farmer }.n,-Heﬁ'é-
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marken, na.meﬂ Harvdr Hoby, and was directed against the inter-
ference of public fanctionaries in affairs of all kinds, and their
supposed extravagance in the administration of the vublie. revenna.
The tismg, however, soon subsided.

e to lxghten the burdens of the people, the Norwegian
army, ich consiated of 3,000 men, was &educed after 1818, to
half thé number; the defl de of thg frontiet was considered up-
necessary after the union. =

It we the ‘painful financial tondition of the ¢ountry that tirst:
endangered its independence. By the Treaty of Kie}, the king pf
Sweden, .in hig character of sovereign of the kingdoki'qf Norway,
had pledged hlmself to assume as large a portiont of % national
debt of the dissolved Dano- Norwegian *monarchy, as anﬂwred to
ﬁorwa.y 5 populatlon and resources in relationsto those of D ark
Frotir & general point of view, there could be no fanlt. toHind
with such a, divifion,* even if the validity of the Treaty of
¢ould not be  recogniséll in other respects. But the Norwegians haat
ed’un?er c]mms upon: the Danes, and Carl Johan found, moreover,
that circamstances Had' turned out so differently from what had
been. foreseedl in the Treaty of Kiel, that he thought“the whole
matter+could be settiéd by drawing his pen through it. . But the
Viemna Qongress had resolved that in its relations to Denmark, the
Treaty of Kiel should re%am in full force. The negotiations about
a settlement made slow progress. The Danes complained to the
Powers, and#lemanded that Sweden should ‘help in paying Norway's
share of the national debtj but Sweden, df course, would not hear
of such a thing. In 1818 the Holy Alliance took up the matter
seriously, ranging itself entirely on the side of Denmark. The
princes of each of the five Powers sent gn autograph note, cor-
résponding in Substanc® to Carl- Johan, who had ascended the
throne of Norway and Sweden in 1818. In this he was required
or commanded to eome to a final arrangement. Carl-Johan gave
the princes a sharp answer in return for their offigiousness, and
refused to suffer any interference in a matter which exclusively con-
serned Denmark and Norway. He accepted, on the otheghand, Eng-
and's medm‘hon,auhnSeptember 1819, it was arrang mbrway
ahm!d take upon herself &,000 000 specigdaler.{12 millions f kroner)
of tise debt. But both the Norwegian, goveriiment and the Storthing
@.-.1821 considered thad this was still too much, and that Sweden,

wholiad concludedithe Traatv of Kiel of her own accord, ought.'
10 .
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to be responsible for whatever Norway wouid not pay. - T'ms at--
tithde, of the Storthing nearly occasioned a fresh interference of
the Powers, such as they had®previously indicated. In order to
avoid any such interverftion, Carl Johan Hetérmined to'set about®
military preparations; but at the same time he made u ’decla-ra'tion
to the Continent that he would manage the affair himself. The
Storthing had also in other ways aroused the anxiety of the foreign
ambassadors in Stockholm. At the Storthings' of 1815 und 1818,
it hud been resolved that ﬂ;éﬁnobilit_v in Norway should berabolished;
bat the king had refused his sanction to the measure. It was now
pussed for the third time. As the king had gathered u number of
Swedish and Norwegian troops in camp outside Kristiania. at the
time the matter was to be finally discussed, his action was regarded
as o menace to the Storthing und the constitution. Tt appears that
in certain quarters plans were geally being formed, whose ebject
was nothing less than an amalgamation of the two kingdoms in
accordance with the most ultra interpretation of the provisions
of the Treaty of Kiel. But the storm passed over, as the Storthing,
influenced by the king, and on the represéntation of ome of its
members, C. M. Fausex. who had rendered great services to the
constitution at Eidsvold, approved in the main of the settlement.
An understanding hgving been come to betweep the king and the
Norwegian people, the law abolishing the nobility wus sanctioned.
This collision, however, only opened the way for fresh an-
tagonism between the Storthing and the king. 2 %
A few days after the question of the debt was settled, Carl
Johan despatched a note, in which, referring to the plans for
arhalgamation, he declared that he would never agree tother,
On the other hand, he wighed to propose a series of constitutional
changes, which were to remove from the Norwegian constitution
all that was at variance with the monarchical form of government.
The changes he thus proposed were 13 in number.” The most im-
portant were absolute veto, the king's right to appoint’presidets
and vice-presidents in the “Storthing and _its .sections, to dis-
solve the Storthing after a three months' session and cajl for a
new election, and to dismiss without legal form any puBlic-afficer
excepta judge. Moreover, various publig officers in high authority
were to take their seats, as a matter of course, in the ¢R1gsreb-:(‘bhp
supreme court for political offences) and a new hereditary nobili
-was to be founded. Certain changes in the comstitution wh:chkt&
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above-mentioned C. M. Falsen proposed were in the same spirit.
But. the Storthing of 1824 put jaside unanimously. and without
debate all the constitutign proposals, both rqyal and private. The king
repeated his proposal at the following assemblies. They were dis- -
-cusged, for the lasi time, in 1839, the result being the sue as before: '
The Norwegians' observance of the 17th May as Constitution
Day is also closely connectcd with the opposition that was raised
against the a,t‘tempt; to remould the gxisting constitution. This
da.} was first observed in Trondhjem. ard after 1824 in Kristiunia
toa, and gradually the whole country followed their lead. At
ﬁrst. a8 it was known that Carl Johan objected to its observance,
it wus limited to private arrangements; but in 1827, it was
'said that Count Sawvrns, the statholder of the country, had suc-
ceeded in showing the king thal his prejudice against the day was
groundless, and that the king Wad yielded to the wishes of the
people. The 17th May, 1827, was consequently celebrated in u
very marked manner. On the 4th November of the same year,
some young men higsed a Swedish company at the theatre, who
were performing some’ wretched stuff called «The Union» or -The
Festival of Peaces. This foolish trick was put before the king in
such a bad light, that for a time he believed that a rebeliion had
broken out. Ile thought that Sandels was nob equal to his duties,
and had him replaced by Count Pratex, a good and upright mun,
but a -one-sided and narrow-minded politician. Hitherto, however,
he had alwajs shown himself to be a friend iv the Norwegians.
In 1828, Qarl Johan succeeded, by a royal command, in preventing
the N brwﬁgls:ms from celebrating Conséitution Day. An extraordinury
Storthmg was summoned principally to receive notifieation of this
matter; and in orfler to give the king's representations due Lom-
phasis, troops were encamped near Krisfiania, and Swedish reglmenta
stood, ready to march, upon the border. But the year following,
great, crowlls gathered in the Kristiania market-place. Curiosity
anfl the extrwrdmar) prepu,mhons thaf bad been made by civil and
military functionaries,, drew the people together, and they were
dispgrsedl gnd driven to their homes with sword and musket{«the
Markét Battle»). From that time, the day was celebrated with rising
enthpsiasm as a national €estival, and Garl Johan had to gﬁt up
with* ft, although he did not change his opinion. Count Platen
?&l not long after the Market Battle, and_the feeling aroused by’
e, tvents in connection with this. made if nnadvisable to £ll his
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place with any Swede. The post therefore remained vacant for
seven years. _

The radical changes, which the July revolution brpught about,
made themselves also felt throughout Norwegian soeciety, as the
broader strata of the nation now began to take part in the poli--
tical life and the social and national development. This transition
time is generally called in Norwegian history, the :Norwegianism
Period». With regard to intellectual life, efforts were made to escape
from the Danish influence in language and literature ncquired in
the days of fellowship. In politics, the public officers, who had
hitherto been the constitution's best defence, were looked upon as
wandering spirits from the old time of absolute government, while
the peasants and those who joined them, were the only true
patriots. The peasantry were also now beginning to understand
that the constitution had placed the greatest influence upon the
affairs of the country in their hands; and the Storthing of 1833
was the first «Peasant Storthing . The peasant Storthings-men
who at first distinguished themselves chiefly, by their great parsi
moniousness in the administration of the public revenue, fourd s
leader in OLE GapriEL UELAND, a west-country man. He was av
unusually clever, able, and influential politician, and was a member
of every Storthing from 1833 to 1869. '

Carl Johun would have liked the peasants in this way tc
huve gained the upper hand in the Storthing, as he hoped thai
they would be more willing to agree to his proposed alterations ir
the constitution than the civil officers had been. But it soon ap-
peared that in this respect he was mistaken. The tension between
the kingly power and the legislature reached its height in the
Storthing of 1836, when the royal constitution-proposals were laid
on one side without passing through committee, and various steps
towards greater independence were taken. It was pretended that the
attitude of the Storthing attracted the attention of the diplomacy in
Stockholm, and that the Russian government urged upon Carl Johan
the desirability, under these circumstances, of dissolving the Stor.
thmg LovexssgioLp, one of the cabinet ministers, who had been
informed of the pretended Russian demand, alone advised the king &
dissolve theStorthing, while the other members of the council dmsuaded
him from taking such a step The Storthing was then sent hmne
precipitately. At the last moment thg Odelsthing (one soeﬁpnik_
the Storthing)simpeached Lovenskiold, and he was sen
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a fine of 4000 rixdollars (16,000 kroner), but retained his post.
CorrerT, on the other hand, was dismissed, the king laying the
blame of Levenskiold's sentence upon his passiveness towards the
Storthing; and unity was brought about in the government by the.
appointment of Count Wedel-Jarlsberg as statholder of Norway.
From this time, howéver, there was ua steady, sincere drawing-
together of the king and the people; and whereas Carl Johan
in his later years was disliked by the Swedes, the Norwegians
regarded him with increasing veneration and devotion.

This turning-point is marked by the extraordinary Storthihg
of 1836—37, and its address, in which various desires are expressed
relative to the placing of Norway on an equality with Sweden, in
accordance with what had been resolved on the occasion of the
‘union of the kingdoms in 1814, and unequivocally expressed in
subsequent negotiations with the foreign Powers. These desires
were on the subject of the nuval flag, the urms of the kingdom,
the treatment of diplomatic matters, and the representation of the
kingdoms at foreign ,courts.

For several years Norway had to be content with exceedingly
unsatisfactory signs of the equality of the kingdoms. When the
union was entered upon, it was resolved that Norway should have
her own merchaut flag, and that the naval flag was to be a union-
flag. But the merchant flag was in reality nothing more than the
Danish one, although the Norwegian arms were introduced into
the upper corner next the pole. On the other side of Cape Fi-
nisterre, this flag could not be used, and Norwegian vessels had
to sail under the Swedish flag, as the Norwegian state, on account
of the hardness of the times, could not afford to pay tribute to
the pirates who infested the Mediterranean. The form of the
naval flag was still less satisfactory to the national feeling. It was
gimply the Swedish flag, except that the upper square next the
pole was a white St. Andrew's cross on a red ground. After
1818, Norwegians had been allowed to carry this flag in distan
.SE'E.B instead of the Swedish one.

In 1821, the Odelsthing and Lagthing resolved unanimchsly
ﬁm‘e henceforward the Norwegian flag should be scarlet, divided
npto four by a dark blue cross with white borders. The king
refnaed his sanction to this measure, but, by .royal letter, gave
pétmission for the use of the proposed flag on nearer waters, while
‘Cape Finisterre, the ‘naval flag only was to be carried.
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When all danger from the piratical states had ceased with the
conquest of Algiers in 1830, the Storthing, in 1836, ‘claimed that
a constitutionally originated merchant flag should recejve universal
recognition, and that the colours and marks on the union-flag should
indicate more fully and clearly Norway's equality with Swaden in
the union. A motion was simultaneously brought in to legalise
the Norwegian flag of 1821. The sudden dissolution of the Stor-
thing, however, prevented this matter from coming under discussion,
while in the year following, it was laid before the king in the
above-mentioned address, as a general wish of the people. In reply
to this, the king, in 1838, conceded to Norwegian merchant-ships
the right of using the national merchant-flag in all waters. This
arrangement, although it was greeted with universal rejoicing, was
not final. as the national flag was not fully recognised by the
state, its use being only optional in addition to the naval flag.
Concerning this. in the main Swedish, flag, it was declared in the
address, that «the nation suw in it an ignoring of Norway's legi-
timate claims, that was mortifying to their pational feelingss.

With regard to the protection of Norwegian interests in the
discussion of diplomatic affairs. a change was made. The Nor-
wegians had hitherto had no influence here, but by a royal decree
of the 13th April, 1835, it was ordained that when the Swedish
minister for foreign pffairs brought forward matters touching the
relations of the united kingdoms or of. Norway with foreign powers,
the Norwegian prime minister, or some other member of the cabinet,
should be present. It was declared in the address of 1837, that
in this resolution, the nation would see an initiatory step towards
an arrangement whereby matters touching Norway's relations with
foreign countries could be attended to in a proper and sa.ﬁsfactory
manner.

.On the 30th Junuary, 1839, Carl Johan appointed & com-
mitteo. consisting of 4 Norwegians and 4 Swedes, who were to con-
dider the union questions that had been raised by the Storth.mg
address of 1837. While this first union-committee was sitting, the:
question of a complete re-making of the Act of Union was raised
by the Stockholm section of the Norwegian council. At first th:s
proposal did not meet with the approval of the govemment b;lt.
the powers of the committee were extended to undertake a com-:
prehensive revision of this kind. Before the committee hﬁdﬂh&e&w
bhelr labours, Carl Johan died (8th March, 1844), and  his %
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cessur, Oscar I, hastened to comply with several of the wishes ex-
pressed by the Norwegians. He immediately decided, for instance,
that Norway's name should stand first in all documents concerning
the internul government of that kingdom. After allowing the union-
committee to lay before him their opinion concerning the Nor-
wegian arms and union-flag, he resolved, on the 20th June, 1844,
that both Norway and Sweden should have their national flag as
naval flag, with the badge of union next the pole. At the same
“time it was decided that the merchant-flag of both kingdoms should
beur the badge of union, and that only ships sailing under this
flag could claim the ‘protection of the state. The arms of Norway
were immediately after altered by the substitution of an axe for
the halberd held by the lion. No further results appeared from
the labours of the first union-conmittee. It did, indeed, at last
bring forward a plan for a new Act of Union, and the Norwegian
government gave their opinion upon it; but both were put on one
side by the Swedish governmént. -

Both the latter years of Carl Johan's reign, and the whole
of King Oscar's reign are marked by the carrying out of important
legislative work, and reforms in the municipal self-government, in
intellectual freedom, in means of communication, and in trade.
The conditions of the people especially were considerably improved
in Oscar I's time by quiet, but hard work, which was still further
aided by a peaceful policy. The united kingdoms esc&ped heing
mixed up in the European wars, although it was ohce or twice
difficalt to keep out of them, e.g. in the Holstein rebellion in
1848—51, and the Crimean War (1854—56). On the other hand,
the coutrtry was not unmoved by the great financial crises.that
passed over Europe after the February revolution and the Crimean
War. In connection with the former of these, there was an agi-
tation of a socialistic character got up among workmen, which
caused some uneasiness, but was quelled by the imprisonment and
conviction of the leaders. It ncquired its greatest significance from
the fact that' it drove in the first wedge between the peasant groups,
‘and caused @ division which was most prominent in the latter part
-7@{ ng Oscar's reign. The bureaucratic party who had ;}omed the
hng now found a support in the large farmers of the east country,
the latter being opposéd, to the representatives of the small farmers
' o,_lwed mostly in the west. These were joined by a liberal fraction,
ckanamed the <lawyer-party», and led by Joman SvEEDRUF




162 _ _ HISTORY.

In the latter part of King Oscar I's reign, two, union- com-
missions were appointed. One of these drew up a s¢heme for a
e “law concerning the mutual trade and na.nga.tmnl of the two

oms, which was to take the place of an older one mude in
132!; The other commission brought in a bill for the execution
of jadicial. Sentences in both kingdoms. These bills were passed
by, the states of the kingdom of Sweden, while the Storthing re-
]ected them as unsuitable for Norway. This roused Sweden's ire,
'and in November, 1859, the old Count Anckarsvird, who had
hitherto been supposed to be a friend of the Norwegians, contended
in the upper house for a revision of the Act of Union. The basis
of this revision was to be the Treaty of Kiel!

Tt soon appeared that the old Count was really the exponent
of & political opinion that was widely spread in Sweden.

* King Oscar I died on the 8th July, 1859, and his su(,cgssor
CarL — in Norway, IV, in Sweden, XV - had determined to com-
mence his rule by complying with a wish that the Norwegians had
long cherished. He promised privately to synction a decision re-
garding the abolition of the post of statholder, if a proposal con-
cerning it were accepted by the Storthing. This was done on the
9th December, 185Y, and the government —— the Brrcu-MorzreLp1-
SIBBERN ministry -~ recommended the sanction of the measure.
But on learning the determination of the Storthing, the Swedish
Riksdag declared that the post of statholder was a condition of the
Union, that had come into the Norwegian constitution through
the negociations between the Storthing and the Swedish commis-
‘sioners in 1814, and could not therefore be abolished without the
consent of the Swedish states. A sharp correspondence on the
subject ensued, and the Swedish government subscribed to the
opinions expressed in the Riksdag. As a consequence of this, the
king refused to sanction the resolution in the Norwegian council.
Buv the manner in which the matter was settled gave occasion for
an exchange of opinions between the Norwegian and the Swedish
councils. When the Storthing was informed of the refusal, they
passed an address, in which they maintained Norway's sple right
over her constitution, and firmly protested against the assertion of
the Swedish states that the resolution concerning the abohhomof
the post of statholder, should be treated as a matter that haﬁooma-
thing to do with Sweden. Finally, the ﬁtorthmg expmgly_ﬁ chixy 3
that «a revision of the union provisions eou‘ld not ba nmdﬁ i

&
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the Norwegian side, except on the basis given in the Act of Union.
namely, the equal rights of the two kingdoms, and the independent
power of each kingdom in all matters that are not union ma.t&r&m

The following year (Yth April, 1861) the Swedish coumeil de-
manded a revision of the Act of Union, based upon the fomuﬂ:l:g
of a union parliament, made up according to the pop(ﬂatmrf 50
that there would be two Swedes to every Norwema,n In accordangs
with this, there should be-an extension of the duties of the com-
posite council. In the report made by the Norwegian government,
some expressions occurred which were supposed o be- embd.rra.ssmg
for some of the members of the Swedish council, and as a con-
sequence, the Norwegian council was broken up. But in reality,
the reconstructed government agreed with the retiring one in
thinking that for the present no revision of the Act of Union was
to be recommended, as it appeared that Sweden's attitude towarﬂn
Norway was the very same that the Swedish Riksdag and govern-
ment had manifested in 1859 and 1860. In consequence of this,
the matter was to be, allowed to rest for the time being. The
‘king however, expressed a wish, as far as he was himself personally
concerned, thut there might be a revision; but this must be based
upon the perfect equality of the two kingdoms.

When the Storthing had consented to the appointment of a
union committee for the purpusc of revising the Act of Union,
King Carl appointed one in 1865, which, in the autumn of 1367,
laid before the public the fruit of its labours. This was a bill
containing as many'as 71 paragraphs. It was approved of in all
essentials by the government, and was brought before the Storthing
of 1868 —69 for discussion in 1871. It was rejected both by the
Storthing (by 92 votes against 17) and the Swedish Riksdag.

Radical changes in Norway's internal political condition were
now at hand. The Storthing of 1859—60 had agreed on an alte-
ration in the consfitution, comsisting in an increase of the number
of rural-district representatives from 61 to 74; while there should
‘be a corresponding reduction in the number of town members
‘.{37 a8 against 50 formerly). In consequence of this, the liberal
, which had been weakened the year before, regained
dtnngt.h In 1869, on s motion of the government, it was re-
Ived t-hnt a.fter 18?1 the Storthing should meet every year in-
ad of every third year, as it had formerly done. The next re-
m %0 be effected, related to the council. Ever since 1821, efforts
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had been made to pass a constitutional measure that would give
the ministers the opportunity of taking part in the Storthing’s pro-
ceedings. FrEpERIK Stane, the leading man in the. govetnment,
had once been its chief advocate; but after entering the ministry
that succeeded the Birch-Motzfeldt-Sibbern ministry in 1861, he
changed his opinion, and had become an enemy to reforms.E When
u private bill, brought forward in 1869, wus*passed by the Stor-
thing in 1872, it was refused sanction. Some of the members of
the council’ who had advised its ratification, refired, among them
Dr. O. J. Brocr. In the government's refusal of sancticn in con-
nection with various other steps, the Storthing saw an ill-timed
assertion of authority. A great commotion ensued, and on the
15th May. 1872, a vote of want of confidence in the (‘mmcll was
passed, of which the king, however, took no notice.

While matters were in this condition, King Carl died (Se,p-
tember, 1872). and his brother Oscar IT ascended the throme. In
1873 the post of statholder was abolished, pursuant to the reso-
lution of the Storthing in the matter. and the office of minister
of state established in Kristiania. Frederik Stang was appointed
to this post. A royal proposition concerning the state council
matter was brought before the Storthing in 1874, in which various
auarantees were demanded, such as the right of dissolution, the
fixing of the time for the sitting of the Storthing and the allowance
to the members, and a pensioning law for retired ministers. But
the same year, the Storthing passed their former resolution, which,
however, on account of the changes that had taken place in 1873,
was not altogether identical with that drawn up in 1872. But
both in 1874 and 1877, sanction was refused to the Storthing's re-
solution, while the motion of the government in the lastrndmed
year -was rejected unanimously.

The struggle between the government and the Storthing was
still further stimulated by the state council affair having becom
a contention about the royal veto in constitutional matters. While
the majority in the Storthing maintained that if'such matters the
king had either no veto, or at most a suspensive vetd as in ordl-'
nary legal provisions, the government and its fo]lgﬁrs held t!m‘ﬁ'
in such cases he must have an absolute veto. In woordanee :
this, the royal sanction was refused, when, in 1880, the St
passed for the third — really the fourth — time tkpii' ! :
golution as to the admission of ministers to the proces
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assembly. Only one of the members of the council, the minister for
the navy, J. L. Jouansewn, advised sanction. When the Storthing
was informed of the refusal of the sanction, it’ voted, on the
9th June, that the resolution should nevertheless «come into force
and be inviolably observed as a fundamental law of the kingdom -
of Norway.» The resolution was again sent up to the government,
«with a request that it might be made known in the manner
prescribed for the notification of constitutional meusures.» But the
government refused to notify it. In the autumn of 1880, Fr. Stang
was replaced as prime minister by CurisTIAN Aveust SeuMER; bit
the struggle was continued, and during the period that followed,
several fresh matters for dispute arose. In 1882, the government
refused to comply with a vote to the National Rifle Associations
(volunteer sharp-shooter corps of a democratic stamp), and when,
not long after, the Storthing resolved that a central hoard should
be established for the government railways, and added the clause
that two of its members should be chosen by the Storthing, the
government only complied with the first part of the resolution,
but not with the last, as it was considered te be at variance with
the king's right to appoint public officers.

When the Storthing was dissolved in 1882, sharp attacks
were directed, in’ the specch from the throme, against its at-
titude, and «all enlightened and patriotic men» were called
upon to support the view of the constitutional questions that the
government had tried to urge. The participation in the elections
in the autumn was greater than ever, and the parties had never
opposed one another so sharply as in the assembly of 1883. While
the partisans of the government were only 32 in number, the op-
position numbered 82 men, and occupied all the places in the Lag-
thing (one section of the Storthing, which together with «Haiste-
ret» forms the Supreme Court for political offences). On the
:24th" April, 1883, after violent debates at 18 sittings, the Odels-
ﬂung; decided that the entire government should be impeached for

vin& been the &use of the royal resolutions by which sanction
Was *40 the resolution in the matter of the council, to
M ;vo_ to ﬁ;‘e National Rifle Associations, and in a measure
: ' lution relating to the central management of the rail-
In 1884, the «Rigsret», which sat for more than 10 months,
6d the state ministers Sziuer and KierovLr and six of the
: *f.obe deprived of their posts; while three who- had
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either recommended tHe sanebion in the council affair, or hadientered
the government after the nfatter was settled, were heavily ifined.

A new ministry was now formed, the ScawgiaAArD-LoviN
8gIOLD, or the «April> ministry. It was an attempt to adopt the
policy of the previous government in a moderate form; but from
the very first it met with such decided opposition, that it}sent in
its resignation no later than May. An attempt was made to form
a new government with the former minister, Professor O. J. Brock
as leader;* but this did not succeed, from wunt of sympathy among
the minority. The only way to end the strife was for the king to
take u ministry in accordance with the majority in the Storthing.

On the 26th June, the Sverprvr-RicHTER ministry was ap-
pointed, coumsisting largely of eminent Storthing's men. The Stor-
thing now passed a new bill on the council matter drawn up in slightly
altered terms, which also provided that retired ministers could be
elected for the Storthing outside the district in which they lived. This
resolution was immediately sanctioned, and the vote to the National
Rifle Associations, and the Storthing's resolutiop relating to the central
management of the railways, were acceded to. During the time that
followed, the Sverdrup-Ricbter ministry succeeded in carrying out
a series of important reforms, such as the Conscriptiop,Ack (1685)@
and the new military organisation, based on this Act (1887), and
by a law of the 1st July, 18R7, the introduction of the 1ury was
passed. On the other hand, a bill for congregations and Tega”
tional councils, brought in by Jacos Sverprup, and intended, give
parishioners greater influence in church mattérs, met with stmug
opposition; and after being rejected by the Storthing, it resulted
in the breaking up of the ministry, and a conseguentylisorgeni-
sation of the liberal majority. The ministrg Awas indeed recon-
stracted in such a manner as to give it in strength, but its
prestige was weakened, notwithstanding that the liberal groups-in
the great questions of the carrying out of the jury law, &nﬂ
the orga.msahon of public instruction, could still stand ‘bogat;her.
When a vote' of want of confidence was brought forw:u'ﬁ by ‘the'
conservative party in June, 1889, the Sverdrup ministry __= way.
to a conservative ministry on the 12th July, 1889, formed BY
Staxa, barrister, and called the first Brane-Grawm ministry.

By moderation and caution, this ministry, whlch
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and in passing various important bills! But they soon ran upon
o sunken rock, which had once proved fatal to the Sverdrup
‘mfﬁmtry.

By a royal resolution of the 13th April, 1835, it had been
ordained thdt the Norwegiun minister of state (in Stockholm), or if
he should be prevented, another member of the Norwegian council,
should be presént when Norwegian, or Norwegian and Swedish diplo-
matic matters were brought forward by the minister for foreign
affairs. Unassuring and unsatisfuctory though this arrangement
was, it remaived in force for 50 years.

By a change made in the Swedish constitution in 1885, the
ministerial council in which diplamatic matters were brought for-
ward, came to consist of the Swedish minister for foreign affairs
and two other ministers, and of the Norwegian minister of state or
his deputy. In order to remedy this glaring disproportion, the
king proposed to determine the- composition of the council by an
additional article in the Act of Union. The representatives of the
Norwegian council iy Stockholm, Richter and Jacob Sverdrup,
proposed that three members of the cabinet of each kingdom should
have seats in the ministerial council, and that this decision ought
%o be embedied both in the Act of Union and in the constitution
of both kingdoms. The Swedish council agreed to this, but it as-
sumed in its declaration, that the miuister for foreign affairs must
continue as before to be Swedish. With reference to the propo-
sition‘wof the representutives, the king thereupon resolved in the
Norwegian council, that the Norwegian government should submit
proposals for a constitutional provision that in diplomatic affairs
‘the kingyshould «come to a decision after having heard the re-
preaen{:ahves of thg, Norwegian council who are present..

During the debate to which the communication of the royal
injunction on the 9th June, 1885, gave rise in the Storthing,
8verdrup let fall a remark which was taken to mean” that Norway
should embody the provision concerning the ministerial council in
har ‘funaament.al law, whether the Swedes would embody it in the

Union or not. The Swedish government then conceived the
n that the Norwegians wanted to go their own way, and
ﬁemandad that the law to be passed should use the expres-
ian %3 t had been approved of previously in the eomposite council.
ﬂgequenee of this, the #natter was put on one side, but during
gtion in the Storthing of 1886, the majority, at the pro-
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posal of President Steen, expressed_themselves in fé'woglr of the
standpoint held by the government during the debates. - 1 :

At the instigation of the king, these proceedings were| resumed
at the beginning of 1891. and the Stang ministry succeeded in
coming to an agreement with the Swedish government as to the
bringing in of a measure by which the Norwegians would obtain
in the nrain all that the Storthing of 1886 had demanded, and the
question of the nationality of the minister for foreign affairs was
left for future discussion. But the proposal wus rejected by the
Riksdag, and in a sitting oh the 21st February, 1891, the Stor-
thing insisted on «Norway's right, as an independent kingdom, to
full equality in the union, and therewith her right to watch over
her foreign affairs in a constitutionally satisfactory manner.» It
also expressed its conviction that t-he‘Nur“regian people would
never approve of an arrangement which might be a hindrance to
the atfainwent of Norway's entire right in this matter.

The same day that this course was adopted, the Stang-Gram
ministry resigned. On the Gth March, 1891, liberal ministry, the
SterN-BrLfEr ministry, came into office. The provision in the e gon-
stitution, that the king could install the crowh-prince, or the crown-
prince’s eldest son as vice-roy in Norw&y, was repealed by the
Storthing in 1891, and the resolution was sanctioned. The special
features in the programme of the new ministry were ‘a Bepa,ra,tzs
ministry for foreign affairs.. -,

After the Storthing in 1891 had made mveatlga.tao:m pr&pu,
ratory to the establishment of a Norwegian consular service, and a
committee appointed by the governunent had recommended the matter,
it was determined on the'10th June, 1892, to establish it in aacozsdmoe
with a plan brought forward by the Department of the.Juter o
But the king refused to sanction the resolution, and the
ment sent in their resignation in cansequence. It appe
ever, that it was impossible for the king, in the en?t\mg'esfatﬂe of

affairs, to form a new cabinet. Ab the Storthing's wish, and the
King's request, the Steen ministry decided to stay in for the ﬁeamﬁ,
‘but the government made it a ¢ondition that consular’ m.tter'
should be brought in again next year, and dis psed in N o;:w&gzm
council. It appeared, however, that the kmo' did net change, his
view of the resolutior bf the 10tk June, and the Sreex mm.mtrg

therefore once more sent in {eir’ realgna.tlon on the 22pd Aprﬂ;
1893, und it was now accepted.




