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the railway from Kristia.nia to EidflVold u·nd in the state railways, 
anu the cash in hand. This latter amounted to kr. 33,547,442, 
while the vtllu~ of lIl1 the other IlSsets, at the expiration of the 
financial year 1897-18!18, was estimated at kr. 72,171 ,080. They 
yielded during the same yea.r a, revenue of kr. 3.i122,fiOO ... 

Those means of communication from which the st.a~t-e derives 
lL portion of its revenue are railw~~ys, t.he POflt office, and tele
gre.phs. 

The average ill come from the working of the "moo milways, 
since the year 18S8, hall been as follows: 

• 
Fillll.ncill.i y"A'" 

1880- 1885, on ;all flvI'TUj.:n . 
18f16- J 8!JO, 
1890- 18!l;;, ~ • 
189/i- !891; . 
lBOfl- lM.l7. 
18!l7_ 1898. 

~ 

! lncmn" 

~ ~ 1_ ~~", 

r r;,17~.~M 
fi,Iill(J"i1 H 

7,H?,840 
8,H(l!!,0411 

1!,688,:tl i; 
10,V711,114 

I E:qwlIllitun · N('t flroHt~ 

I k' kr . 

4 ,~j, 1,H~:! :J27, i!lll 
r. .!lVIi,iliH ;,!14,mHI 
ti,!) ill ,tifi4 ;ll!I, t7n 

8,27'>,2. \1 [,!}:1.7fm 

!I ,01:\1 ,21\1 (lOi ,O(;~ 

Hl,278.80:1 40\1";,:\11 

H will be aeen that the income, lIS well w> t he expendit.urc and 
net profits, hlU:! been more than doubled during thl~ last t8 yea!'!;. 

The receipt.a from t,lie post o.ffkc, which lunonnter\ tA) kr. 1,7 W,nti4 
during 1880- 1881, have since tha.t t illie !!raduaUy risen to 
kr. 4-,233,738, the amount, realise« during' 1~!l7 · -- lbn8, tlil1t is to 
sayan increase of nea.rIy ]50 %. 1.'he receipt-ll which were fOflr:'~rly 
about balanced, gave a surplus of kr. HiiJ,lXJ3 am} kr. :?J.j, 7 J 1 
during the years 18D6- 1897 and 18n7 -~9p. respectively , 

The income from the telegraph 8m"vi(;r: has gone up from h . 
H32,846 in i880- 1881, to kr. 1,801,b!l1 durin!; 18H7-- )898, that, 
is to alLY a.n inct£'ase of a.bout IOU %. Up to 18!14- tlb the working 
expenses have exceedw the revenue; aince that time the telegraph 
eervietl has yielded a 8U1'plus, which during 1 8fl7- 1 8H~ amounted 
to kr,t32,03"~ 

, The ordinllry C'xpendiiure during the tinallcial year 1~!17- -] 8f18 

is distributed Itmo:p.g the following groups: 

1. '],'he royal family, S~rtbing, government Ilnd 
civil oomintstrlLtion ·. kr. 2,670,4b2 

2. dColleciiou of t,axes , ,. 2,426,77H 

lrr, 5,097.228 
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3. Crown-Illld . 
4. Judicial adminil'ltru.tion, police and prisons. 
5. Churches Qnd eeclesiastical matters . 
n. P~blic instruction and objects of civili!llLtion 
7: Trades . 
8. Sanitation 
9. Public works 

Defences 
Foreiv affairH 
P ensions . . 

10, 

11. 
12. 
13. Interest and rI.'duct.ion of national cleht 
14. Sundry Ilnd cuaual expenses. 

Total 

la. 5.097,~28 
, \l51,~19 

• 3,571,11i2 

• 1,033,804 

• 6,115,472 

• 2,29t,507 

• 2,713,367 

• 2) ,553,.'186 

• 13,985,435 

• 822,7<2 

• 667,707 

• j ',1!)4,647 

• "1,2:19,721 
.... - _ .. _'-

h . 1)7,317,877 

Ullder the hea.diug' of expenditure on 7J11Ui.c t:1IId'l.,idion, the 
chief item is n~pre8en~d hy the expen~iture on the primary 
schools. Thill expenditure in the year 1 ~80-1 88 1, aDlou~ to 
h. 1,422,171, alld in 18!IO- lfiHl t~) kr. 1,G70'\!25. Since tha.t time 
the expenditure on tbis head has neen grn.dua.Uy inCt-easing, 
owiug' to the new rcg-uhLtion for primary iJlstTuction , and ill 1891 
-- 18HH n.mounk>d t.o kr. 3,478,780, tha.t is to !-lay more than double 
the n)no\lnt seven Jears before. At the ·l;liI.me time the expenses 
of the schools for the blind, deaf and other aLnorUlu.11y d~veloped 
individual)) hu.ve increased from kr. 58,80G in the year 1880- 1881 
to lao. 4B8,47H in the year Hlfl7--1898. For the schools for higher 
illstniCtion the increal:le i's less rema.rklLble, h.eing from la. '69,060' 
in the year 1 880~1881, to kr. 875,860 in 1897- .1898. Upvi" tJie 
tJliiH~rsity ill Kriatiallia, which is at the !lame time the" highest 
edur:lttio~f'.l cRta.b1ishment in the country, and ~it8 chief scietltifui: 
inst,itution, were expended in the year 1897- l898 1ir~ ·8i8-~]&, 

lUi against 1.. •. 011,611 in 1880--1881. The tof:i.l el[pendi~N ~ll 

public instruction and objects of civilisation amounts to about 
. ~ . 

; 4 % of the total expenditure, if we calenlu.re the expenditure 'Of 
the state on a !let btuljs. 

The chief item in the expenditure of ~ the treasury · is ''lepra:

~ent.ed by the public d{'fences, for whi~ >"purpose, after ded~cti91i- ': 
)f the revenue obtained under this heading, the follo~ ~ .. flu.mi .~ 
lave been employed: 
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... Pinnncial yeara 

1880-1890 on an /LVl'rI\(!:": 

1890- 11'196 • 
18'J6- J896, 
1896- 1897 . 
189'1- 1898 : 

11.807.:j4I' 
12,4:l(l,O'J8 

1:1.707,!1.:17 

',.MIl,72!! 
10,nl:I, ~M2 

i\,l)i'(),:lkli 

Tllt .. 1 
k • . 

-'1, ] 1>:1,7 10 . 

11 ';.[.0,0:18 
1; ,J.I;'7m~ 

bA4!J,M10 

lU.:.lf",7Hi 

Of the ordin.R.ry expenditure 71 % to 7f1 o/() have been applied 
to the' lImd defences during the different yean!, IImit:H f)/o t-o 
2~ % to ' the aeM. defe:o..ces. Of the extraordinary expcnditun', 
the· tolal aJUount whereof, from 1 8~!O-1 898, Willi kr. 2G,9i11,137 , 
·Itt. ]4,740,617 have heen applied t.o the land defeneel>. and kr . 
12,190,520 to the ·sea. defences. The ordinary expenditure for pur
poses of de~en!!e aruounts to about HJ II! f,/O of the Ilhweg!l.te. uet 
eJ.:penditllre; and the average amOllUt. f)f the orditmry expenditure 
falling to >'every inclividuul of the population is kr. H.42 und of all 
otd,W.av and erlre..oruinlU"Y expenditure together lIT. !J.02. • 

!Je:r.t to the pu.blic defences , the lurgest item of expenditure IS 
the inilWest 011. and reduction of the lIatio1lal deht. The ull.tioual 
debt, Il8 already stat,cd, ulliolmt,e(l to kr. 7,2?)(I,OOO at the end of 
184-7. Sinc~ that tim~ it hlUl u t":~~f! l.,'l'luluaJly iucreu.sed by It 

number of pew Ioans, so that ·it 111l10mrted; 

On Dec. 31st 1860 to lIT. 14,30:,,200 

• , • l SflO • • 30,11 t 8,80U 
• 1870 2H ,704,tsOO • • • • • 
• • • -1870 • • fll,228,000 

• .J~e 30th 1880 • • 105,620,200 - 188b 108,G;J8,800 • • • • • , · , • • 1!=!90 • • 115.357,600 , 
18fhj 146,806,000 , • . , • , 

• • • 18~" • • 180,171,260 

.. 
Of this amo:unt, kr. 246,472 or, after deduction of some 

b9n&"~ ~~ ,tP the state i~U, and not yet cancelled, -
j.21.~172 rep~ent .the rest of Norwa.,s before-mentioned. 
~.: iJ1~ the Da.no.Norw~ na.t~onal debt. This debt is peT

~~? tlle whole reet ·of the de.bt 1M reimbu"Nable by in-

16 
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Th'c ell.rly public loans w~e chiefly COlJJlccted with the Rettl~
ment of the debt inherited from the union with DenI¥uk, · white 
t,ha public loans rltised during the lu,<rl; fifty yean! have~ been 
~most entirely applied to productive objects. especially to the 
construction of rltilwa),s. The fi~;t uf llic'-:(l loans, amO\lllting to . 
kr. Ii,OOO,OOO, wa s ru.iflecl during thll yfW.l' 1 ~48 in order to lUIsii.t 
those t,ra.desUlcn who had come t() gricf during tile crisis in. t~e 
same year, l'herc:tfter u loan of kr. ·t.,)oI;OO,OO() WllS raised in 1SO] 
in order to be applied, pa.rt·ly 00 the formation of u. working 
cltpitlll for the NorwegiuJJ Mortgage B.mk. which was just thell 
established. and partly :Ul 1'\. subsidy to th\:l eotlstrnctiiV of the 
first Norweghw rllih;"I,Y , which W<.IS otherwise (~onstructed with 
private capitltl. 

In the year IljiJ)-: It. 10an of kr. 14,4l)(J,I.IUO was raised to be 
chidly u.pplied partly t.o the construetion of m.ilwaYM, and partly 
to iilcreuse the working capital of the Mortgage Bank. For rail
wny purposes It new loan WIU, raised in li-l6::> to the amount of' 
kr. !i,{I(JU,OUO. An iut.ernal loaJl (If kr. f 1,OOO,OOf) huving been 
rlthled ill Ow yt~ar 187f) for 11efensi\'e purpose, four 10u,Ils WI.'l'C 
ne~tiau..'11 in the course of the seVfmtie!l I~pplic/l,ble to the further 
1jllnstruetion of railwayti. Thea€' were u,n amount of kr, 6,000,000 
in 18;2. ill U{7-l- kr. 20,(lO<l.O(JO, in IR7(j kr. 23,97L2()() and in 
1 87~ kr. ilO,)o\j:!.OOO. Tben:!Lt'ter u. loan wus negotia-ted in 1880 to 
t·he K.lllonnt of kr. to,!1~2.!lliO. which was <lpplieti pa.rtly to the ' 
('()ustruction of railways. partly to iucreulie the worldllg CII,pital of 
the Mortgoge Bank, but, chiefly to the cOllversiou of the remain.irig-. 
Teats of the publie loam; of 1 $:)8 and ] 86:\ , ro the streu~: 

ot' the cash resc.rv(' of the TrelUlury, und to the covering oy~~· 
deficit.1> of the revenue during the la.tter part of t.he seventies. :,"Bl.: 
t,his IOlUl the aggregate a·mount of the national debt at the end 
of thtl .rellr 1~82 (for a part of the Joan had only been called in 
during that .vear) had risen to kr. l08,3:J2,OOO, illlpJying ~1&llll~'. 

('xpenditure for interest, re-imburament Rnd commission ' of ~bout 
kr. f) ,~17D,OOO, 

The lIext· thr(:!e public 10tWS were all raised for the chii!f 
purpose of cOllverting previous loan!!. The first of these .",y: 
raised in 11:11:1+ UJJd amounted to kr. 24,987,733 a.t 4; 010 ~~.> 
It Wag applied to the redemption of the 4 1/,. % -loaDS or . .. ~~ '~ 

1872 and 1874. IUld a. IlJin.or part of it !lerved tlle p~>Q(.~ 
a. loan on tbe pA.J't of the Treasury to the state n.:u~.J-';'-.Ii~~ 
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increase the wor~g capital of the Mort~'"'6 BIUlk. The uext 
]OIU!, .raised in 1886, for kr. 30,826,6H7 at H'/~ (J/ II interest, W88 

exclusively taken up for thE' purpose of converting pre"iolU; loans, 
and was a.pplied to the redemption of the 411t % public 101111 of 
187(), and almost all the perrullnellt debt (the hLtteT bearing I':~l 

interest of 3'/ , !J/II to 41/~ (I/o). The t.1drd loan, negotiated ill 1~~~ 
· ltt the rate of;} %,- and amount-ing'to kr. 04.i")i"H-,lili7, stl;ved- the 
purpose of redl.>emiug the 4 1ft % publie loan of IK7K, and the 
loan raised in I ):184 for pllTpOSCII of converting. A milJm' part of 
it was applied b the increase of the working' ca.pitt~l of the 
Mortgllg\..Bu,nk . 

In 18UO t·he Treasury WlUI charged with u. loan ruisetl ill 

18(iH for the purpol>e of cOZlstructing two br:Ulch lines on one of 
the state railways (the Drammen !lnd Randsfjord Liue) lUlJoun till!? 
originuJly· to kr. 1.liOO,OOO, and bearing' i"1 41/1, itLtr:rest·. TIlt' (·olJl-ltruc
tiOll of railways having been rCHUlJIl."'-] 011 u. Inrgc ,,;calc ill the nine
tic!;, a loan uf la. IO.OOO.()(~1 wu.'\ rai!'.ecl"in 11'1!12 IHid drir:tly u.pplied 
to this purpose, but pftrt.ly ulso to granting- IOllllB to the sta.te
railways. Since th:l.t ihne JOlin!! hu.\'e heel! ruillOO ill 11'l!14- , ISDfl 
il,no 18!)/j, ilmounting t~) kr . ;!!I.t;irJ.7HB. kr. 12,117::.'.000 und kr. 
:!i").444,t33. rl:8pc('tively. Of the first loan ucurly ludf Wll~ elU

ployed in convertillg the st,LU! 101m of J ~l-'H. Ont vf the rest of 
this loan and the lOlln of 18!lli, variOUfl IlJill')r n.molm tM were f!lUployed 
in gronting new loans to the ~tate railwll.Ys. ;l~ inCff'asing the 
working capitnl of t,he M ortg-age l3lUlk tI,lId in increll.8ing SOll,e -'mecial 
funds, while the rest of this JOHn is, or will be employed parti)" 
jn construct.ing railwIlY". partly ill improvements rellt.tillg to t-ele
graphs and telephones. The whole of the 10ll.n of l tl!Ii") WIIS 1:H,'"'ployed 
in improving the <lcfencell of the cOllllt.ry . Finally, in IS!fi, the 
remaining rest of the loan of l .'!Hu, kr. ;lO,13u,Kl!l, WIll> red~elOed 

by hleans of a new loan for the Slime alllount, bea.ring interest at 
3 %. Of t,he aggregate "Iuount obtained by the before-mentioned 
lOans, about kr. J36.500,000 ha\'e been a.pplied to the construction 
of rtl.:ilways, about kr. l1,OOO,()(J(J to the formation ILDd incl'eufI€ of 
·the working capi.W of the Mortgage Ba.nk~ about kr. 9,tiOO,OOO to 
loans granted. to printe individuals It.nd the state runways of Nor
},ra,j; a.bout .kr. 6,()()(),OOO to the la.yillg' of telegra.ph and telephone 
1iIies, and about .t3,OOO,000 for defeOflive purposes. 
1:'.'-· The tenninable national debt h8.ll , with few exceptions (e.g. 
~ .• .. 0£ 1890), been ·inCtl:rred by means .of foreign loans nego-
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tiatecl with individual banking-houses e>r syndicQ,tea of ba;"ks, 
which. as ' It rule, have subscrib~ the whole lOUD at a fixed r+te. 
and thereafter, on their own account, hu\'e sold the bonds in the 
market._ While the loa.ns up to UJu! including 18~l2, have as It 

rnle been raised in the English, ami pu;rtly in the Genoan , 
market, the following loa.ns - -. excepting the loan for purpofleS; of 
(.'(lIlverliion l'uiscu in 18!)7, the bonds whereof were mostly ' re
tained by the original bond-holders - - IHtVe chiefly heen raised 
in France. 

With reference to the term\! UpOll which the lOI:LUS have hlteD 
l'ais('tl it ma.y be noted t,hat the Ilominltl t'11te of interest has been 
4 °/u for the loami contrl1ctcd between I Kii'l Ilud 1851, for thE:
loans from HIlI8 to 187K, 4- l ft \0/11. for the IOl1J)s of 1880 , 1884, 
t892, 4 %, for the loans of 1 ~8Ij, li'i!).j. and .l ~! .'5, ;P/~ % a nd for 
the loans of 11'181'1. Hi% and I R~'7 , ~ "/0, and that. wit,L t,he excep
tion pf the e,lrliest loans a Hd t he 101111 of I K~~. whic h WiU:I quoted 
at 8()I /S %. they Imve been raised t~lmost. a,1; par , tLllS fo r the loan 
vf 1 ~!'fJ (i_Pit %) 99% and for the loa'll "f 1 ~~1Ii fB 0/0) ~j81 /f %. 
'rhe repaymeut of tju' loans i.~ Jone hy 'means of j:,"l'lI.dually in
(~rellsing' illiltulmenta, 1:10 that lh\":.> agh'Tegatc UUJOuut of iuterest. and 
iustalment for every t~rlll is about th e same. The intel·est and 
instalmenhi are I.mid (for loans contracted siuce l B58J semi-annuaJly 
and t.tl(~ repayment t.akes pla.ce (for the loans contracted since 
1874-) either IJ.Y redemption of a eert.u...in number of bouds, drawn 
by lot, or by free IJurchruie of bonds in the open market. The 
time of reimbursemtmt. LaH ueell. for the loans contracted prior to 
l H74. 10 to 3 tilt years, but for the later Imt.nl! it luUl been lengthened, 
and h11/ varied from 4u to 70 years. An exception to this -rue 
it,; formed by the internal 10ltll for purposes of defence, contra.et&d 
in 18DfJ, wbich is reimbursable in 24 y~ars. The state hus resE:r.voo: 
its right, either at any time (in the case of some loans now 
rede~ed) or after· the expiration of ten (in the (,:18e.of the 1han. 
of 18fl2, seven) yelLTs, after due notice, to pay the Whole of the 
remllwing principal or to increlUle the instalments on the 10lUl8,. 
The interest I:t.nd instalments on the loans raised in foreign conn~ 

tries are paid in more and more places, as the market iIi ~hlch. 
the st.ate sells its bonds is extend~d; thus, as fa.r lUI the ta.w 
loans are concerned , not only i.n Norway, but also in Engla.nd, 
,France lind Gf>!':lDany, and in the c8JIe of a few loans, also in 
Sweden and Denmark. 
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The effective TIlte- of interest for the loans C()utl'lI.cted frow 
1848 tv 1884 varied from 0.028 Oft, (ill th~ case of the 1011.11 of 
18..1)8) to 4.145 0/u (for the IOIlIl of 1 ~H4). }<' or t,h(' loHll of l R~ti it 
was H.7Jf,0/u, for the loau of It-lH):!, 3.04; 1. ";", for the loau of 1.8!'!:! 
it. rose to 4 ,082G 0/(1, aud finally for the four lOIUl!l couhact,tiI sinct' 
then , it has gone down t.o H. 72H O/~" H}u; OJ,,, a.o~j!j "/" <lml H. I:! Ofu. 

At the end of tbll fimlncilll YI':lr 1.-i~j7 ···· I R! jH , the uatiouilJ debt. 
wus diHtributeU ItS follows: 

The perman<mt. debt 
'I'he public loan of J~I'lI; ( lHX7 1 

IHI-'l-> 
lHHy 
IH!14 
lH!I;j 
H.;~'n 

The JOhn ra-ised fO l' ("olJstructiu,' bmuch 
, 0 

lines on the j)ru.lJlmen and H:wdsf.ionj 
railwllJ 

An rulditioll to tJlI~ stoek fuwl of t Ilt, 
Mori;6ral5'"C Bank, fill' whif'h +"10) u(Juus 
have heen i"sUl'<l 

kr :!·UlA 7:! 
;\H.llj:!.lil'l:-I 
Ht,2+7.!11I'l 
!)F~I'l,HH!' 

~ ;1! ) .OIl),~)';'-) 

» 11 ,';;U,HI./41 

:?fJ,+·U,:!aa 

)o\+O,IH)O 

'.ro~l "kr_ IH{J,J il ,YliO 

While on Dec. 3 I lit, JH+7, llw lIl1,t·iutHLl de!'t. Itltloutltl; d til' 
kr. 5.34 per head of tbe pupn[utioll, and Oil Dec. ill st, IH70, to 
lrr. 17.0tS, this amount 011 June HO~h,IHHO, had iwen iUert'ILScil tv 
kr. Df), Ii.nd on June 3Uth, H~nt!. to kr. KI.7:!. Ahout the same 
time, the na.tional debt of Sweden amounted to kr. nj per iuha-bi
ta.ut, that of Denlllark to kr. !lli. that- of Great Brihtill t,o kr. 28R, 
and that of France to h . f)~2. 

The I1.Ut<.onnts paid in 111wrest amI ini;tal.mellt~ f)U the uationiil 
debt, whi~h in the year 1~8 umounted to kr. 3GG,OI}O, htl,\'e ht>eJ1 
increased to such lID extent by the subsequent rapid incrctUle of 
the debt, that before the louns of 185M and 1863 had been con
-yerted in 1880, they amounted to lIT. 6,70R,OOO. By mca.Jl8 of the 

; YwWus conversions which took pllU!e in the eighties, and the 
'oomplete ,redemption of a. couple of clttiier loans, the expenditure 
! OD: this a.ecount" WlUI reduced to such an exwnt, tha::. ill the year . 
. ' lB89---:1800 it amounted to ohlv kr. 4.191.003. In the ,'e8,l"l> 
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18!10 to 1896 it ILmounted on an average io b. 4 ,6J3,~q. of 
which Itll average of lIT. M9,63R represents the iUMtulrnent.s, D~ 
the three following yea.rs these items of expenditure hELve been 
increased t,o kr. 5;500,207, kr. G,882,B2!i IUld lIT. 7,194,647 respecti
vely, t·he instullllents being" represented by kr. fl32,407, kr. 97~,782 
and kr. I..tO;~ ,!=! 24 r eHpectively. TIw expenditure caused by, the 
nat.iollo} debt ill t,he year 1 ~! 17- 1 8!1K ~moul\ted t.o about ll j ll , % 
of the net budget, un ItlllOunt Ctlual t.o kr. 3.B1 per head of the 
population . After tbe t'XpiT~Ltioll of the nmt.ucial year 1897- 1898. 
in the autullln of t 8nS, Il new puhlic IO/l.ll was TRised amouD.hlng 
to kr. :!I),f.l80,OOO, fOT Ute pllrpo~e of co\'cring extra.ordinllry gronts 
for defcll~i\' (' purP')SCs nmde in t HIHj -- ·J8rl!:\ . This loan was issued . 
at, tilt' price of % 5/.-,0;." bell.ring- int-erest u,t :\1 /~ u/o (making the 
effective ilJ"tt~rt'S t il.S!I:) oM lwd rC!leellHthle in the conrse of 
twenty yelu-;;. 

The Nor\\'e~iall Treu.'mry ha s lLll fl oating" (lebt.. 

MUNICIPAL FINANCES. 

( \ 'lH'UlT€.ntly with the state, the municipalities pla.y an . im
portu.nt purt. in the fill/Lllces of the COUlltry , ill AA much a~, in 
(.'onnection with the l"ltate. t.Le.y defr'l.y the expeuses of cert-ain 
public in~tit;utiOl~~ and a~encicfl , UM for inrltallee education, the 
police a,nd fHwitiltioH. in the towns the h!LrhouI'!;, and in the rurBl 
district.s the ' highways ; while they ~kc entire charge of some 
brnnche~ of public activit.)" as for instance the relief of thf:l poor 
~~nd , especially in the l.ownH, t·he street~, wu.terwor}.-s, fire df:lpart
IlIcut, etc. 

hom 18R4 tu IX!I:,? (the first and the last yeat'8' for whieh 
compJet.e srutistics exist) the expenditure of the aggregate muni~ 
cipalitieij h8.8 gone up from kr. 22,82G,402 (whereof kr. 11,037,233 
were exptmded by the. towns and kr. 1,289,169 by th'e rurtLi di-. 
Mtrict.s) to 10-. M ,07f),J6ft which are distributed in the following 
lJlonuer : 

Judicial and Police system. 
J<:cc1eHia-at.ic1tJ lIlat.t.<!m 
Public iust;ruction. 
Relief of the poor. 

To"'n~ . 

980,290 
761,494 

3,819,229 
2,8.'>0,876 

I~n rllol Whole 
distriete. 

262,385 
G41,881 

4,&84,087 
4,458,671 

eonntry, . 

1,232,676 
1,403,3~6~ 
8,408131~; 
7,314,446 . ' .... -. 
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Sanitation a.nd public health 41 fi,li:~4 
Mea.ns of tru.nsit and Fublic 

works 3,40!(0l17 
Sundry mea"uret> for the 

public benefit 
Interest on loans. 
Contribution to railways 
Administration. 
Other expenses 

l,V:t4,B~O 

1.71H.tlll 
:N8,7lill 
-I-li4)1!1 1 

l.-I-:-,z.ii 1-1-

li ,lfl l.-I- l4-1-
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!Iura} di~tritt~ Whole OOUlitry 

fl! 13,80H 1,(J1O,440 

-I- ~i),!l3H 

-I- i"lO,t)2il 
42K,l-itiO 

n28,;!!I:! 
liH!I,71:l 

14.!I::.'i.lil'(1 

I ,r) lU,~2:l 
'2.lli8,2)J.') 

!i77,1)211 
7f12.fi8a 

2, 122)127 

'12,0711, Hin 

The largest item of cxpeudihw~ fol' the lll1ll1icip.lii't,icl', Uil it 
appears from the t~LLle, is tldUC1LtiOll, to whit'll 2:!.:!7 11/" \I'!li'! devoted 
in 18H2, in the towus. UJll.1 ill til(' l'llra! distriel..: a.-: Hlueh lIS 
30.71 fl/u, a.nd for the whole l~(Hllltt.r. :!1;.20 ufo t,t' tI ... lout! expendi
ture. W:hi!:-- the expenditure on e(\ ucatioll ill tIlt , 'IIral (listrid:~ 

is almost exclul!ivtlly for tlw IHJnefit· of tile priuulry ~dH)ols. ill the 
towns a.bo\1t, one fOllr£tJ of the expcllditur!' i,; for nil' benefit of 

ol;her school!-!, The t,wo ol,he r lar{.("€st, items of l'xlwntlitnrl'. f,h ... 
relief of the poor a.ud the nlti!iJ.UI'I of transit t(,~('tlu :r with the 
public works, reprc~ellt at tb' i'!lIlUf' time ill til\' tnWH i'! Hi.li i") u!~ 

lUld 1!! ,B8 % , in tire ruml distrkt<; ;t:u':i 11/" aml I a.Ii:. "/11. ami for 
tbe wl101c country :!:UW"/o and Hi.~ji "In rcsJll'divd.r of the total 
expenditure of the municiplllit.itll;. 

In 1884, the rcceii)ta of HH'.' lJlunicipllliticB were kr. :!:I.IOH,4!H. of 
which k-r. 1l,84-7, l!H was for thl' towns. :wd for the mral rJh.triets 
kr. 11,250,300. In tti!!:! I'hey hud increused to kr. 2~.il-lli':IIlf), 

which were distributed in the following manu!;!r: 

TlUe8 Q.ud. rlit.es 
Inoome from real estak 

and other ilSSets 
GranbJ from the state, of 

public fun~, donatioJV;. 
, etc, 

Su.dry 

kr. 

II j,~:!f),;-)BIi 

2,!j)i,111i 

810,84:"1 
834,3~ 1 

Totnl 14.,{i27,818 

111111.1 !1i~lrk,,, 
\;,.. 

IO.K1H.iilH 

l,1i 1::J,Ob:! 
15H,443 

13,418,547 

Wh"k l"IUtllr,Y 
\;r. 

ZI,tiR!I. lfl2 

t,-I-23,8U7 
!)U:!,764 

28,04(i,3Iif) 
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Of the receiptB of the yeu.r 18!12, lUJ!6 0;0 represeut inoorpe 

frow real estate and other a.<If!et~, 12-1 g Ili n va.rious itenw (.t~r 
t.han the taxes, while the Illst.nam(.'(l wcre 71.16 Oju, a.nd, Cpr 
the towns and rurll.l districts sepl1ra.tc1)'. 74.01 "In and 80:&9010, 
l'espec:tively . Theile itema ha.w' increu800 from kr. 4.14..:),()(X), during 
the year 1852, to 11 ,021,000 in 1872 llml. as mentioned aho'i\'e, 
t'o 'kr, 2I ,Ll3!-I.I5t in 18!12. As with the St:lJtl, sO also for the 
municipalitie8 arB the b.xes the chief somce of revenue. But 
while tile indil'(}Ct; taxes play t,hc IUOfit importa.nt part in the state's 
finances, it i8 ditferCllt wit,ll the munkipll.lities where by fa.r 14e 
huger part of t·he tn,xes is collected ill the shll..p~ of direct, t:u:cs 
OIl movable property llnd inco1lle, as wen as 011 relLl estate. 

By the act." r~lH.tin.£:" toO municiplLI taxu.tiou, direct ta.xes CILll 

be le.ied, with certain IimibLt,ionll, (~ither 011 reil.l estate. personal 
propert.y !l.ud incoJUE' or 011 personal property a.lId income alone. 
Ail a rule both bases of tuxati(1lI art' \If!cd IrinmH.u.ncollsly. Of 
the tob~l amount, of hl.xt's levied in the )"ell.rl R!14. the tax on reul 
el,lbLte reprel"lellted l-!4,til/ 0/" in the towns, lLnd ill t he rnrll.l dis
trict-s ,m.)J1i 0/(1, IlIld the ta.X I)!' personal ptoperty und income in 
t.he tOWlI1"$ 7fl.H4 "/0 lmd in the rural distric.:ts l511.!j4 %

• The tax 011 
real CHtH.te ill I he t,..IWDH is imposcll upon buildings and reitJ 
propert-.r of en~l'y kind , iUld in t,he rural districts on registered 
propCJties and nn vlI.rious indu . .'ltrilll esta.blishment-s. Taxel:l a.re 
pa.id ill It certain rtl.Ho O"f the va.lue of the property, either 
according to the property register or by special assessment, without 
reference to debt encumbering the propert,y. The tax on personal 
property a.nd income is, as bl' U.f; the iucome is concerned, cu.lcu
la.ted 1)11 the rest. of income remaining after deduct·ion of int.el,'e8t· 
fin debt alill of all expenses which ea.n be estimated ItS ha.ving 
been incurred for the purpose of earning the income. The-tax lerled . 
on PC1'HOL'l..l property should be no more than 'l ao a.nd no less the.n 
I/;" of the tax levied upon ~he same a.mount of revenue. A certain 
amount of e\'ery income must be free of taxation. This 'amount 
(li::pends upon the extent to which the pa.rty assessed is liable for 
the support of other people, and" - altho1lgh in the rural districte 
only within certain limitations - on the atUount of his income . . 
The tu.x is levied on all income subject to taxa.tion in the same 
ratio, no lnatter what the amount of the .income may be. 

Al; in the CII~ of the direct tax paid to the 8tate Trea.sury~ 
llObody is compelled to give a.ny informlLtion about his own '~" 
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perty or income. The ta.x is assessed by municipal boa.rds of 
assessment. The direct tax6fj in question yie-lded, in )8~2, a. revenue 
of n . 19,019,438, of whi.:::h the towU!~' share was kr. 9,(61),202 
and that of the rural dj~trict.<:l kr. )0,450,236. The' taxes a88esaed 
in 1895 were kr. 11,117,887 in th~ tOWlIs. a.nd in the rural districts 
n. 11,734,472, Wtal, kr. 2Z,852,359, tHla they were distributed 118 

follows: . 

.. - - - . .. 
I , I I , ~ , ~ , - I " I 

> , • 
E ~ 

§ = . I " " " • g ~ ! • . 
I 

• '. 8 • , g.' I 8 • a • - • < ! ~ , • • " "".g 0 ,. I .£ 
2 I ~ . -;; • I -" .S ? • , " • • , " . .:: , 

I I ~. '0 " " I t I ~ • , • , 
- .. ., . 

I k' i 
, I k,. kr. , k' , k r. 

In t ill:' town~ :1:1.28 101 \:\ ! l,jJ I ".!:tt) 
, 

14.26 

I" <h" rur .. , dj lltrit:t~ . I 7.70 <)~ 1'0 I 1.I :\ , f, .!j(, I 12.D2 _., , , , 
• 

The other taxes II,ud rrd.es p:tid to t.he mnnicipalitief! !trc: 
lieeuac fee for the sale. nnd rctl1.iling of ltrdent. >lpirj~. wille and 
beer ; license fees paid by difterenl, trades, dog t~tX , cerlltin eecle
siru:.tieftl dlles !Lud, for the towns ellpl"CiiJ.lly, lIot indlldiug eerbdn nn
important, contributionfl, ltIl a.ddit.iona.l tux of np to 1 % of all 
customs receiphllevied upon goodi'J b!portiJd into t,be town, toll "ag~ 
dues, 'paid by vessels loading' or discharging III port, wharf dueK, etc. 
The municipalit ies, on the other hund, do not collect i!Jly tax 011 
conslUDption. These tltxes IUld rate!;. ill the year J SH2. yieldoo Il. 

total amount of kr. 2,1l9,714 (kr. l.7f)(i.334- beinJ.{ (XllIected in tiu>; 
towns, and kr. 303,380 ill the rurul distriet./:i) Itnd they represented 
9.80 % of the aggregate amount of taxution, the remaining !)0.20 u/u 
being repr~nted by the direct taxes on persona.l property, income 
and real estate. 

The lUIseta of the :>l.unicipalities, which chiefly consiflt of relLl 
estate, a.ud to So smaller ~xt.ent of outstanding money and other 
assets, were, at the end of: 
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The debt of the municipalities, consisting of loam. 

t.d " " 

a.a\ol1n, 
! 

."t, Ih t- .-ml of T I'WUII 

k,. 

2H,:lOO,1 ii 
:W,71H,tWI 
4!I,Ro • • tlIH 

kr. 
l'i,l:W,lij" 

11,21'~I,Oj' 

14.', ,11 ,0.1.1 

I 

"'. 
SU,.I:lQ.8G2 
47~'J!ltI~:IOIi 
M,4"4.1,714 

To thi~ debt IlIU~t be [uill /Jd the SIUIlS which the lOunicip~ities 
owe for the COllstrurtion of railwa.y!", which in 1 S~ Ilmounted to 
1.. • . a. 740,2iH, bnt, ut the end of l K!I:, had gone (lown to kr. 744,787. 
The IIggregH..tc debt of the 11I11llicipnliti('s th lls ill l ~Hn fUn<Junt~ 
h) not, quite hull' th(· ;t,IJIOllllt· of t Il!' lotaJ asseb. 



BANKING 

THE right to if;SlH.' \Hlpl.lr IIl011cy is reliel'v\~1 to Hie Bunk uf 

Norw!l.J (N(II:fl('N hr/.Jlk) . This bUill.: lwJoJl.~s t.o lL Pl'j"itte cor
pora.t.ion, bHJlCtl on slmr€'s; 'it.., ma.nagclIlt1Hf a,lJd o)Jcta,t.ioIH; however, 
!l·re fixed by spe('i; ~l aCt." givIln hy t,he stnt~~ for that. I'ur p0f;(" 
and it-¥> 1Ua.llage~ 1I1'y puLlicly :tppoiutecl. This hauk. Ill'l men
Honed p. 2;11, was established ill the yeur IH!li, HI; U. step toward~ 
plG.cing the eUTrE'UC), of the COlilltr," Or! II· ~tu.b le inVlis. and it 
commellCed it.<I opcraJioll1< ill the ,y,'ar 1t' 1l'\, Lut ('(Juld not under 
the economic eonditioui'l t.hen .::::-:i"ting fulfil it;.; duty of M<leemiug' 
its notes at their face-value ill si!vel, for wJl ieh reU 80tl t1ds 
obligat,io ll WII./'! immediately SllSpelHh,'fl. ']'he COl. ;;CO,)lumet' waS! 1.1, 

considera.hle fuJi in the value of the llot.cR. whieh ill Wt l wus 
reduced to almost one lw.lf of their face-valne. hnt thereafter again 
gradually rose, until the Hotes, bcgiuuillg' with the yeur 1 B42, were 
aga.i.n red~med in filII. IlJlcl hare since j,hen couthlllctl to b(~ so 
without. My exception , 

The right of tht~ bank to it,;suc }lapel' mouey WIl.'l bll.1!ed, 
until the year 1 H9:?, npon II. mixture of the proportional II.Dd the 
dilterentia! AYfitems. u..;: t,he bank, Oil itll original capital (If 
kr. lO,OO9,!HtJ, could issue llotes at a. ru.tio of :):;l, a.nd, ·:m thll.t 
part of the capital which W(l.ij afterwards formed . a.mounting t.o 
kr, 2.500,(X)()~ and on its reserve fund, which since. the end of 
1892 hl\8 am(>unted to kr. o~4Hi,244, lit It ratio of 3:2, wlrile 
foi' the rest of t,he CQin reHervc (the so called . extrlirfund) notes 
ooUld only be issued for IlJl a.mount corresponding to the value 
of. the :,metaJ, Thus it will be seen that as loug as there was 
an ', .extra. fund in existence the differential system obtained ; 118 
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soon lUI the extra. fund was exhausw~, the proportional system 
commenced to tab effe<..1;, but this has not. bappened .sinGe ~870. 
Since 1893, the differential sysl.em pure and simple has been esta.b· 
lished, the bank now being authorised to issue notes to the Ilmounl 
of kr. 24,000,000, or less, over and above its stock of gold. ThiE: 
limit may, as an ex~eption, be exceeded, provided , however, ; that 
any excess which has taken place in the course of a. month be 
settled bi-'fore the end of the next month. Thifol permission- h ill; 
been made use of by the bank twice ill t.he yellr 1~H9. 

The coin reser\'e of the bank and its uot.e drculation alllOlQlted 
to kr. 16,(iOS,OOO and lIT. 28,388,{)(X) rt~specti\'ely , Il.t· the end of 
1870, at t·he end of 1880 to kr. 113,721J)1l0 all(l kr. ll~ ,7J4,O(JO, at 
the t;'llIl of 1890 to kr. ~~8.8H!-;,OOO and h. ~!)/i71,OO(). und at th~ 

{'nd of l SHS' to kr. 44,a24,OOO and kr. (;3,41(;3)00. 
Besides issuing" pa.pcr mone), the Lllnk al:;(, docs busilleKs as a 

loan, circulation, discount a.nd d{'posit, bank. 1t accepts moue)" 
on ca.ll , but does not pay (lllY int.erc;;t thf'reoll , 1tl1d thus does not· 
compete with the other banks and lIa .Yillg~ bil,uks which chiefly 
curry Oll their business by ru l:'an!:l of bormwl,d money. The mope)" 
pla.ced in the Bank of Norway on caU, lunollllt.ing at. the eud of 1898 
to kr. !I)}()U,OOO, may l1Iost, appropriatcly b(' considCfl.'<1 as cash 
in htLud for some of t,he other banks and for t.he TreuHury. 

The 11111J1ner chiefly adopted by the LaIlk ill order lo make its 
meaDS productiv.. of revenue i." by lending them ill return for 
billfl of excha.nge and ~ vcxelobligll.tioner~ *) and also by lending 
them agaiD!;t deposit and by placing them in interest~yiCld.ing 

'I€('.urities and drafts on ~oreign countries 
The bank is obliged, without compensation, to ta.ke charge of 

~hc money tra.nflactiollS of the state, and of the exchange of !!nb
iidiary coill iucumbent on the Treasury. In a.ccMdlLllce with· 
certain :-ulet!, tJw net, income of the bank iI. divided between the 
i-\tock-holdt~rs; the Treasury, uud t,he" reserve fund The ·divide.u.d 
paid to the stock-holders in the' year 18fJ8, amounted to 9 1/r. ~/o~ 
The head office of the bank was formerly at Throndhjem, : but 

' . 
• ) T lltJk are n. IlCCuliar kind of debenture, which, 118 Il rule, .are iMnOO. 

on Jlflr80nn\ ~ecurit.v lJy meaua or endorllf>lllent, and requil"{l reptloyll\ent within fqur 
or Hix Dlouthll from (late of i>!-8ue; they are, however, renewed. at aUitlnitY ;hi 

]JaYIn(\flt of an instaimf'nt, 80 all to be gradually repll.irl in the .rome of • .. ', . 
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in 1897 moved to Kristiunia. The bank has, beaideA, twelve 
br&l1ch offices in "the most important towns in the country. 

At the eod of 1898 the bank had : 
Ooin reserve 
Not.es and HtlXelohligutioner b 
Loans 00 mortga.ge . 
Draits on foreign couotrief; . 
Interest-bea.ring securitj es. 
Other assetH 

Total 

h. 
, 
• 

, 
, 

h . 

44,324,424 
B7,G41 ,17U 
4,!Hb,933 
2,!.I22,205 
2./if>a,076 

4H4,441 

!1;t,!12t,24-8: 

The Jlfortgafle Balik of the K illydom lif Norway is It state 1n
iJtitution which WItS established in the .re~r 1851, and scrvef; the 
purpose of gra.nting- IOll.ns on real estILte. it has II. cl~)Jit.al which 
a.mounted to I..-r. 15,000,000 at the Qnd of 1898; of tbis ;truount. 
\cr. 13,010,(1'(;0 hllV!l been furnished by tl, e t;ro.te, whieh receives 
4 % interest 011 this a~vance. The ballk hili;, beside!(, J~ reHerve 
nmd which at t·he ~!une time a.mounted to kr. t,OOO,OOO. Other
wise t.he bank procure~ the means (If which it disposes, by sclJing 
interefJt.bellri ng Londs pn.yable to the bearer, the t~Jt~I.l amount 
whereof must Hot exceed eight times the amouut of the en.pit·a!. 
These bonds itre issut\fl in annual series a~!(l \l.l"e reimbursable ill 
the course of 3U yellTli by means of increasing iu!<tdmeuts. Tlltl 
interest of the serieil now current (i.e. those issued ilincc i88f}.l is 
4 % for the two series 18!)3- 18~4, und for t·lIe others 3 1/! 11/ (1 . 

At the eml of la9S the total umount of the outstanding- bonds 
WIIB kr. 11!-J,4~3,200 , of which It. little more thlin 7U o/f) Itre placed 
in foreign couutrieK. 

One fonrth of the capital ~f the bank may be invested iIi 
Norwegian state bond'!, while such an amount of the assets of the 
bo.nk !l.ii it ;s considered J~ ecee:sary to keep ready a.t disposa.l may be 
uliCd for discounting purposes. The rest of the meaus a.t the disposol 
of the bank iM loaned against mortgage on re!tl estat-c. The mort
gage loans a.-rt· repaid in the course of forty years in increasing 

, :W.steJ.ments. The interest charged by the bank on these loans 
... amounted in 18:)8 to 4 %. The toW a.m.ount of the mortgage Joa.n.s 
.:of the bank at t·he end of 1898 WIIB kr. 122,824,300, cif which 
';kr. 24,623,'700 have been granted lIB loantl on toWIl property" and 

~.kr, .98;800,600 011 country property. 



The safe k~ping II..Dd productive inve!!truent of sJJluller uvlug& 
IU'e partly effected througb the common bu.nking institutioDiS, pa..qt;ly, 
and more especially, by the roell-n il of the $arjfJ.q.~ ba"~·$. In older 
to protect the depOsitors, !tOme general r ules have been t!stablilSh~ 
by law, rclttting to the orgauisatioll twd hjlSiuf!8S of these institu· 
tions. For 'instance t.heir plall!; 1Ji1lHt h., SllIletioned by the king', ~d 
they arc under the supervisiou of th e 'FimLllce Department. They 
must )u~\'e a minimum workillg--cllpibd und the 81lqJlus resulting from 
the operttt ioDH of lUI)' bllllk must \w a(hlt~l tn it!! fundttmelltal fWld 
until the latter reachef> OU(' U!uth of the 1I1J1otlllt of tht' obliga.tions 
of the bank. The eXI'cgr.; 11111)' 1.1(> employed for pnrpH!leS of public' 
ut,i1ity . 'fhe plaus "f til t;' batiks Ilre m.1 sand .iOIlOO IUlle!;1l they 
cont~ljll !;l1tillfactory 8tiplllat.ioll!;, J:llllr!llltL'eill~ lllL IlPl'l'fJplia.te und 
sufficiently controlled Ilt:tivit.\·. 'fltl! tuoue)" Jeposit-erl is chiefly' 
madp pro<\uctiVt' either hy lOltll Oil 1IlOl'tg-u::e of Teui estate, or 
on peTfolollul IOccuritJ with two or more elH.lor.~CIUC lJt,... . To theHC 
transactions, howevcr, le~ii'lilition has "ct. n!rtuin lil1liti'l . As the 
suvings hU.ll~M are primarily cu kuJat.l-'(] t", llIuk" ~ llIallcr r<1I."ing"s 
prodnct.i\'l'. t hey ao 1I0t , :Iii U rule, aecept th'pnliitN heyond il. 

certain UJuount fixed ill f.hp phUl of the bank The dcpoflib are 
mll.de on the conditjuus peculiitr to 811 \' in;..~ lHlUk, i .e. tJiut they 
cannot be taken out exccpt l1Iter JIOtiCt' lIa.\'ing- been ,!liven lI. 

cert.W1I t ime in advlulce, the ienJ.,>th of the tium beiuJ.:' I'J"OI)()rtiomt.t-e 
tn the ltlllOunt t,bat is to be plli!l out. 

The first !,lltvillf.,'"iI bn.uk iu Norway WtlS CfltilLlis lll .. .od in the yellr 
182:! ; ill the year 1 ~5U tht~ number of sll."ing~ bllllkti luLd been 
incl'euJled to no, u.nd in 18!I7 to il!14 . 'L'Le Dumber of the depqllitors 
(01' rut·her of bl.lJlk boob) lI.ud tht' Ilmount of money depOt!ited was 
at the end of: 

Numllf' f IIoCr It mounl depoltit.od 
:\"lllUher IOO() inhuhitul1ll1 Au .. ,unl ,h'l_ikd JW'1 inhabitant 

j~~, [ltSll 37 kr. 1Ii.721,000 · kr.· 11.00 
1 ~71l 1!)4,1:!3!) llt • HI,Hij7,onU • 46 .90 . 
l~!JQ 47O,70!1 23/i • W4,141,OOU • 91,IQ. 
1~!l7 i)S6,fSUt.i 218 • 2fl l ,G!5,OU() • 119.20 

Out of tLt! Kggregate number of dep()~itors 011 .Dec. 31it 1891, 
4~)O(, 70f); 01' SUi %, had deposits of less than h. 600, and. l0"7,~lt 

or J8.4 0/ •• . of more than la. 500. Of the I1mount deposited, 11.1 O/II~ 
r epresented depoilits of less t han la. 000, and 82.0 % la~ de~.~ 

. -. 
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_. Each depositor had, on an average , kr. 428 , autl each depositor 
of IIIl.laller amounts than kr. 500, kr. flO, !llld thos<-' of hLrger 
amounts, In-. W33. 

The propert,y owned hJ the savings bank,; ami the ilggregate 
capital administered bJ them wer!' at tbe ('11<1 of: 

1~50 h. 1,7(;2,624 kl' 18':)07 ) Ii,;? 

1870 , !-I,628,fJf~4 !IJ ,2!lf).1 ~B 

1890 , :!f),B03,276 :),20,462,1.3:1 
IS!}7 • 3iUf)1,48H :!86,(i71.11n 

The capitllJ Ildminhltered by the saving"!' lwuks ut, t}l(~ en(} 
of ISH7 was invested ill the' foll(lwit)g" IlHumer: 

In rea.dily convertible securitie,; h. HO,u!17 .H IH or lU.iH % 
Iu IOllDs on mortgage, or loan$! on 
«v~elobligatloner~ fully secured by . 
real properly . ~ HfJ,4!m,4:!? ~ 2fuI3 % 

Loans on Hexelobliga~n('n se<~uretl 
by otht>.r collat.eral dep0!lit or per· 
Mon:tl endorsements . 

Loans on note8 . 
Deposited in other banks, or Oi,l iC!·' 

wise invested . 

I 20,Dli4,OJ I' 4:!.20 u/o 
i'UI4fl,7HH ~ 7.lik % 

• 

'l'otal kr. :!t<fi,1i 7 1,1 1 f) Oi" 1(10 e,/u 

The interest paid to the depofoJitors by the IULv in/.,'X bunks h:m 
tiB It rule bl'lell between 5 "/fJ and ;} fJ/ll . During the U.~11 years 1 !':\8B 
to 18~8 the average has becn 3.7] Ok . 

As donations for purposes of goeneral utllity, the IHLViuw- banks 
ha.ve contributed on lin Itverag-c kr. 571 ,74-2 tllltmally during the 
ten years 1888 to HI:17. 

The generul banking- busincslI, discounting of uotes tmd other 
debenture, loans on deposit. or personal ewiorsement, purchase a.nd 
sale of foreign drafts and coin, securities, etc., is carried on, not 
oilly by some private baukiug houses. but more especially by banks 
fi;)unded on shares, of which the fil'lit wa.s established in 1848. 
In 1897 their number was 39. These banks, in their operations, 
handle not only their own capitaJ. stock. but also means that 
.haRe . ~ deposited on call, either without interest, or at a. . very 
low·, rate of interest, and to a. still greater extent mews that have 
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been deposited on the same condition~ as those prevWlirtlt in 
. savings banks, i.e.. sUbi.ect to notice in advance. The pllid \ up 

capital, the reserve fund, a.nd the guarantee futld of the , b~k:a 
based on shares at the end of 1897 were kr. 32,207,000, theft . . . 
depositll kr. 178,771.000. and their loans gra.nted ~ainst notes, 
evexelobligationer», etc., kr. 125,38H,OOO. , 

Of the deIf,sitll there remained on IWCOllllt currentkr. 13.732,QOO 
and on other accounts kr. 165,039,000, the latter ~ount chiefly 
consisting of money deposited on the conditions peculiar to savings 
banks. I 

The mt.e of di!!cOUllt ill Kristiu.niu .• (luring' the 10 years l8B!) 
- 1898, hilS beef} VII [Ul average, 4.3:) °k. 



INSURANCE 

T HE first Norweghw ,tire insur(1.IlCc complluy, the "Krifltianilt 
brandassnranceklLSlle », WI1.8 formed in 17fi~, hut hud alread\' 

ended ita labours in 1827. In 171;7. t,he govenJlnl!'nt. in addit,io~ 
to this, establisbed !~ mutual company - ~De n OTlike lijubstwder l'l 
Illmindelige brandfon;ik;rin~ ~ , in which all town bOIU~eholdel'8' were 
obliged to insure. In .Kristianiu., however. the hOlllmholder8 might 
Rlso employ the local company. In the country there was no 
compulsory hu;urflnce; llnd it WIiS done a.way with in the towns in 
1845, when «Landets ulmiad elige brllndiorsikringsindretning for 
bygniDger~ (the General National In!:!t.itutioll for the IU8unnce 
of Buildings aga~ Fire) W/Uj divided tnto t,wo, OIH! division for 
the towns~d one. for the rural districts. · " ~ . 

This..~titutio~; which is under governme~t munagernent and 
;B wholly mutual, hll8 taken over most of the building insura.nce 
of.the country, and at the end of 18H8, its liabilitieil amounted to 
1094 million Kroner, of which 736 million were in the town divi
aion. 'BesIdes this lItr~ institution, there have been, since 1838, 
when cDat norske bmndassumncea.elskab paa yarer og effekter~ 

(the ~orwegia.n Comp~y for the Insurance of Goodfl and Chattels 
against Fire) - the first Norwegiall e6ibpany for the insurance of 
mO:¥Jl.ble property - was founded in,,' J;lergen, a small number of 
:Norwegian jomt-sto.fk insllra.nce companies (at the close of 1898, 
9-:'¥th & pa.id-llP ~~ of about 0,640,000 kroner, and lia.bUities 

, to .~ -amount of more' than 600 million kroner), aJ\d in the rurttl .. ,'/ ' . 
-"distriCtI i. large, DUlJ1ber 'of small mutual fire insurance companies 
~(~d~9c>, 172 companies with totalli&bilities 9IDounting to SOl million 
r'~er, tof . :which about ! is on t"qding'fl, and ~e remainder on 

17 
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movQb~. property). A large "'b~. of forei.gnjn~~ comp.anieS 
lLre repre~ted in ""noml ~;rwegia.tJ. towIlJ:I and mral · ~istHcts. 

, OM very importlL1lt bra.nch of/Norwegian insurM.ce is marine 
lnsurtmce.· Pr~vious to 1837, whe1ll «Den forste norske ilSSurance
foren~g~ ~the Fit'8t, Norwejlia.u rns~nce. Union) was founded in 
'Langesun~, Norwegian ship-owners had beel! obliged to go for in-, 
Bura.n~e. as long as the union existed '¥itl Denmark, to It C?m{'IWY 
in Copenhagen, ~l:Ita.blisbed in 1726, and ' in the en.loyment "1:If t.: 
monopoly , and after 1814 chiefly. w Hamburg companies. The first 
Norwegian compani WIUI lIlutUal. SubRequently several Norwegian ' 
mutual marine and freight insura.uce cOlllplUl.ies were founded ; but , 
busineSll, both lIS r~ards these and the marine insmance joint.. 
stock companies. hu.." declined considera.bJ,Y Hf late yean. OIl account 
of the numerous !:Ihipwreckll and the high premiums resulting there
from. A number of Norwegian veRsel!; are now stliling uninsured. 
At the end of 1807, \\ccording to the officia.llJta.tistics , ~ there' were 
26 mutual marine and freight insurance companies, with net liabi
lities of !)4.2 million kroner, u.s ltgH..illst 134-.4 million in 18 com-, 
panies in 1 8n~. In t.he llUlt-wt.med year, there were 11 Norwegian 
ma·rine ilisurallce joint-stock companiel:l (the oldel'lt founded in 1847) 
with It net iw,urllnce of 1I;~ million kroner (in 1891. as much iii! 

192.fi million), as agaiuRt I; and 111. milliOn respeetively. on the 
31st Dec. l8!)8. M()~t. of the Norwegian marine insurance com
plLOies have hI!.(}. u. common inspeclion institution, since 18(i4, in 
t.he ... YOl·,9kc Vf!,.itl1.~. ..·r • 

Life -insllrance is unw very general among the middle-class 
town population. whilfl in the country and among the working
classes in the towml, i t iii little practised. The large coast popu
lation, who to a ~7Teat extent elint t.heir livelihood by fishing and 
navigatioll , have h.-enerally very irregula.r incomeH, lind this fact, 
combined wit;h a. l~k of talent for saving, places serioutl hindra.nce8 
in the wa.y of general life insurance. In the country, ·the system 
of reta.ining IL pension on giving up the property to the heir, is 
a barrier to life insurttnce. Our first life insurance company, ~~. 

«NorBke liVl"enteforening~ (Norwegia.n Annuity Association, founded 
ill 1844), carried on business until 1871 upon a regula.r tontine 
fiyst-em, but has since been worked on the ordinary principles of 
life insurlLOCC companies. In 1847, the • Kristiania a.bn.indelige. 
gjensidige f01'8~rgelJlpfl",nllt.aJ.tt (Kristiania General Mutual Provident 
Society) began business with subscribing annuities (until 1890t 
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and· aince t.b.en. ·.8ev,ral· larger -and ..,Tullier companies k~e been 
sta.rted: 80' that· the oftlcia.l sWil'ltics at the eLa of 1898 mve thei 

~ . ~-

number of lite insurance companies as 11, with un a~nual premium· 
incomp. of ,4.4 millign kroner~ In addition to these, ·there are 
several foreign companiff8 dOing husinesfi in Norwa.y. . 
, Norway has only one IJnvate accident im'urariCC (!(Jlllpuny ot 
her own - . Sigyn ~ - '" established in Kri/jtiullil~ in 1880. In 
ldclltion to this, since r'f*:I6, there bM been a. state insurance union 
( << Rigsforsikringsa.nstalten~ ), in -which all owners of flWtorie.~ and 
other works where the hands a.re hRble to accident, are oblif{ed 
to insure their work-people ugainst. lWcident in their work. This 
insurance is a heavy burden npon our inJustria.l-underta.kin~>"8 , but 
ha..'1 been of great. benefit to f.be work-people (sec pp. 212, 213). 



ECCLESIASTICAL ORGANISATION 

SINCE 1537, the Evangeiictll Lutheran religion has beeu the ~ pnblic 
religion of the Stat,e ~ , and it! generally desigwdcd -- in leg-islation 

alao -- the «NorwegianEst.ablishedChnTch, (deu norske statskirke). Its 
... ymhol is formed of the three wcumenicaJ creeds (the Apostolic, the 
Nicene,Colltltllutinopie and the Athaua.i>ia.u). and of the original Augtl
burg Confession of the year H):~O, and of Luther's shorler catechism. 
By public ag-ency religious instrudion is given in the goveMlment and 
municiplll Hcbool!!; ,\11d the church holy days are prot.ected by legis· 
ls.tion. The king mnst alWILYS helollA' to the established church, 
itS llifiO the llIeUl bers of his council, and the clerical office-bellrem, 
the university professors b"!lon~ri.rlg t-o the theologimw faculty, and 
upon the whole those whose duty it is to give religious instruction, and 
all snperinwndents or inspectors of t.be primu.ry Hchools, and prill
cipa.ls of schools for the higher public educlttion. All parent.'! be-

o longing to the established church are obliged to ?ring up t.heir 
children in the Ra.me. Jesuits are excluded from the kingdotQ. 
For t.b~ ~elt, freedom for the public practice of their religion if!. 
b'T8.nted toO all who profess the Ohristian religion, including monks 
and nuns, Unitarians and Jews, if not transgre&ling the limits of 
the law and decency. They ma.y form congregation! with their 
own priests or directors; but Divine service or religious gatherings 
that do not come under the head of family worship, must not be 
held with closed doors. The number of Christians ouUride 'the 
<,stablished church is comparatively trifling; a.bout 1000 Romq 
Ca.tholics, 4200 Baptiste, 8200 ~ethodists; the Evangelical Lu~e~ 
Free Church numbers 8200 members, the Adventists, 060. -Tb.~ 

a.re also a. few hundred Qwtkers, Jews and Mormons . .. In a.dditi<W 



t,o these, there are a few who have left the established church 
without jQining any .other sect. Il.l 1891, ;'U,685 of the population 
belonged to various dissenting communit.ies. or were otherwise outside 
the esta.blished church. 'I'he Ralva.tion ArIl.1Y ma.int.ains a fliirly neutral 
position as regards the va.rious creeds, Iwd cu.nnot therefore be reckoned 
u.s a community outside the eHtablished church . fr(lffi whie!l It minority 
have withdra.wn. It numbers iW l K member" linu ROH offi cers. 

The kingdom is divided eeclesiuatically into u dioec»el> or bishop
rics (stifter, bis~domIJler) , and eMh diocese iutl) deaneries (provstier) . 

. of which there are 83. The deaneries are u./.{u.iu rlh'ideu into fleveral 
livings (presregjeld, sogue), whose number l~t present n,monuts t.(1 

.n s; and these, especially in the (',()untry, !Lre divided into tt principal 
parish II-nd one or more sub· parishes, ~tich wit.l.l its church or chupel· 
of-ease. The tot.al number of parishes at Uw present time is H56. 

The highest authority in the a.ffu.irH ~)f the t'b'tablished church hI ill 
the llU.lUlH of the king; but in the estu.b"lishment of t.he legal position of 
the members of the church to th(l sliite or the church, aml with reg'lU""c1 UI 
the organisation of the "hurch, especially ill financial lIHl.tt-ert-l, law!> Ilre 
required, and thus the eo-operl1tioll of Ule St.orthing. There is no 
exclusively ecciesiusticuJ repre!lentation, !luch Wi 8Y1I0I18, uud the 
like. The ki~ appuints the bishops, as well tiS all the rest of the 
clergy. At the appointment of biijhops, a right of nomination 
is given to the clergy, the theological nni\'cr'lity professorH, and 
the other bishops, which is not, however, obligak'l'}' on the 
king. Thedeans are n.lways parish prieRu; lUI well, and are gene
rally chosen by the pricsb! of the deanery. They are ' appointet1 
by the king'. 

The king also ordains all t·he public serd cetl of the e!ltublished 
church , al1.d ttll meetings and aasewblicl> about religious matters, 
und 8ee8 that the public tellChel'8 of religion confonn to the pre
soribed rules. This '\ut.hority is exercis~d througb one of the 
government departmentH, the EccleflhUlf.ieal Itnd Educu.tional Depart
ment, whose head is the king's responsible special counsellor in 
these matters. The Ecdesiaatical Department ha.s the administra.
tion of the considerable sums that have been realised by the sale 
of real property belonging to the clergy and the montl8teries from 
BoniaJ;.. ClI.tholic times : The capital consisi:ll of the SD-called. · cOp· 
l~reseneter fond . (Fund for the Advancement of Education), 
:tJ;te .;principal fund, of about kr. 17,800,000, whose a.nnual )'iel~, 
b;eI:idea .. "hat belongs to certa.in offioeK, is em.ployed for the benefit 
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of the clergy, lilld the advlLIlcenrent · of education. Among 'other 
funds, ~here is the Clergy Widows' Pension Fund, formed hy lthe 
sale of the clerical estates formerly ILppropriated to the mo.intenJtnce 
of t·he widows of the clergy, and amounting to n. 4.170,000. the 
Ground-rent Fund, which originated in the redemption of c.e$in 
ground-rents belonging to the clergy, and amounts to kr. 1,429.(loo. 
the Fish-tithes .Fund, produced by t.he redemption of the former 
tithe of the fisheries. and <tmOuntiJlg to kr. 4,()OO,OOO, and the 
various Official Ref·ddence Funds. kr. 4.01 (i,OOO in all, formed by 
the sale and reduction of civil alld ecclesiastical official reOliden· 
ce;. most of which. a..'! also the military official residences, have 
formed y been chuml property. The total amount of capital thUI$ 

administered by the Ecclesial;ticu.l Department 1s nearly 311/2 
million kr. 

The bishops st-and immediately under Hut Ecclesia.qtical De
part.ment as the highest superintendtmts of the spiritual a·fraiN ·of 
the diocese. During their circuit .. in the di()('cse. thcy visit a third 
of the parishes annuully . The bilihop und thll prefect, ill the dioceslUl 
town. together I!onstit.ut~ thf! diocesa-n committee (stift,sdirektion). 
or the (~hur(',h 's superintending" bod)'. Thill board hilS espeCially 
to do with mutt€n; that (;oncern the peeuniary conditions of the 
clergy, a.nd church matters, while the bishop alone is t·he highest 
authorit.v iu purely spiritual ca ... es. 

Mw)' parisbe8 both in the oowns and ill the country are so 
large that besides t.he parish pri~t (sogneprest). several ot.her priests 
are appointed to take charge of them. These priests are ~nerally 
called perpetual curate:! (residerende kapellaner). 

The r~muneration of the Norwegian clergy has undergone im
portant, changes by It. 8eries of f)rganisation ncta from ] ts97. Ai · 
far WI t.hc' bishops are concerned, the chllnges o.re only slight ; some. 
of them JoTe paid entirely or partially out of government funda 
according to It. vote on the budget, as the state appropria.ted, -a:t-~ 
the tilDe of the Refonnation; the greater proportion of the epd- . 
copal tithes. The rest of the revenues are made up of perpetual 
Tents paid bJ lormer church lands. The parish priestM '&:D.d. Ute ' 
'Perpetual curates in the country h&ve the use of the glebe8, a.nft 
in default of these, they receive a..n equivalt!nt in money" a.nd in 
the townK allowance for house-rent. Among fixed SOUl'OeII of income: 
in the countt·y livings, there are the parson's tithe.s and aeveraJ. . 

. other cbarges, partly gronnd-renUi and partly mor~ perlPnJL1 , P"'~' 
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• 
nents cbaxgeable to the owner or the holder of registered la.Dd,' 
lf. which the collecting, however, is left to the general tax-oollector. 
M"08t of the rents apart from the tithes, can be commuted at the 
)ption of the municipality by 1lIU11icipaJ compensation, 8Jld thereby 
be transferred to the rate-payers in general, which iOi largely done. 
As far as the town clergy are concerneO, tbes~ fixed RDUree!! of in· 
come, other than allowance for hO\l!,e-rent, ILre of comparatively 
minor importance. The uncertain revenues a.re made up principally 
of the fees for the ecclesilt.'lticaJ services (stole-fees), and of volun
hll'y offerings. For these II minimum ra.te was formerly fixed as' 
regs,rds the country, whilp. spontaneity rilled in the towns. .By nne 
of the acts of 1897, it was rei>t)lved that, no payment at a.1l could 
be made for, certain of the ecclesiast·ical services (vif-litation of the 
sick, and communion), nor yet by members of the congreglttion 
for the othera (baptism. confirmll.tioll, marriages. funerals) whE>.11 
they were performed in connection 'with tlw ordillll,ry services, or 
on other dars especially u.ppointed by the king. In other respects. 
the feef! are to be in accordance with regulations IlHide by the Muni
cipal Council with the approbation of t·he Eccletliasticlil Department. 
Three f{'lurths of the de<:rease thus produced in the revenues were 
made up to the clergy out /)f the public funds of the parish or 
municipality in question. Thf' c:ongr~~ations cu.n a-Ifjo reHolve that 
:illpayment for the religious services 81mB bIJ done away with for 
the members of the congregation. and replaced by a. 3imilar com
pensation, which is IRrgely done, especially in the town!!. '1'h", act 
bas also given congregations ltU, opportunity of making I.-\, similar 
resolve with rega.rd to the discontinuance - - though in return for 
full compensation ~ of the offerings, which is ruljO clone in many 
country plLrishes, and comparatively even more frequently in th~ 
towns, particuhl.rly the larger ones. Kr. (j000 is fixed as the 
maximum incolUe of priestly offices in towns, without regard 
to the income from the vfficial residen ce or to allowance for house
rent ; and in the country 4000 kr. The surplus, where it is not 
employed for additional religiOUS offices, is to go towards a salary
fun(l belOnging to every congregation, and to which is also IUISigned 

'inoome in othe!' ways, and of which the proceeds shall serve, among 
other' things, to gradually assume the compensation obligation 
re8tiDg ,upon the municipal funds as explained a.bove. The minimum 
ineot;n~ fixed for independent church posts is 2400 kr. without 

'~ to the in-coroe from the official residence or the allowance-
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for house-rent, and the deficit is made up by the « OplysningIVre~Debt 
fond',. ; but if the above .. mentioned income brings the rcce:~ of 
the office up to 2800 kr. or more, no additional sum is gived. 

According to one of the acts of 1897, the churches and C!hurch .. 
yards in Norway will all with a very few exceptions, in u. ~ort 
time belong to their congregations.. By laying by the church tithes, 
which are to be discontinued aft€r sOJJle j"l'IiJ"'S, and by the addition 
of the royal tithes, the former bishop ' ~ tithe!! (the greater part of 
which the state appropriated at thl~ }k>fonnation, and which , are 
to be discontinued at the 8a.me time). a. dHlTch .. fund will be formed, 
of which the proceeds will go towa.rds tIl(' ma.illtenance. fitting-up, 
etc., of the church.. Tht:: deficit will be made np by the parish or 
the mnnicipal funds. The chief sllperiutendeDf!e of the churches 
falls to the king, and no church elln be- erc<'t.oo. or church-yard 
laid out, nor either of them ltltered or dout, Itway with without, 
his I!onsent. The diocesan board ,see Itbove) superintends the 
churches in each diocese, a.nd the superintendence of the 10c"1 
church is in the QltlJ(]s of til l" priest of t11t parish u.ncl t.wo men 
H.ppoint.oo by the Municipal Conncil. 

Amongst the religious effort.Jj, Inost (If which cull forth general 
interest and liberality. may be mentioned. besides tbe more locall18so
ciatiollB for the care of the poor a.nd sick. the missions to the Jews Illld 
the heathen .. These are llrincipally concentrated ill the following 
f.locieties and associations: j ) the NorwegilUl Missionary Sbciety (the 
oldest, founded 1842, and the largest); field of labou!', Zululand,Natal 
and Ma.dagascar, 61.948 Christinns, 4,8.161 IIchool-childTen, annultl 
income about 000,000 kr., about 80 workers in the nUssion .. fie1d; 
~) the Norwegian ChUTch Mission by Schruder (II. branch of the 
foregoing, established in 1873), 3 workers in Zululu.nd, lust year'~ . 
income 8.!)80 kr .. ; 3) the Santhal Missiun in India. (also sup
ported by S""eden a.nd Denmark), 2 Norwegian miAAionaries, !J721 
convem, annuli} income from Norwa.y, about 40,000 . n.; 4) the 
Norwegian Lutheran China. Mission Association (founded in 1891); 
12 workers, a.bout 30 converill, &nunal income about 60,000 po .. 
The other missions are not permanently organised. .. . 

In conclusion is given a survey of the la.bours of the Norwegian. 
Bible Society (founded in 1816), for the laat & yean. In 1~';'. 
'27,438 Bible« were disposed ct; in 189b, 30,823; in 1896, 40;624.;' Qa.~ 
1891, 41,011 , and in lR98, /i4,868. · 
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EDUCATION 

I. ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTION. 

THE development and improvement ()f the primary I:>Chools has 
been an object of the nation's endeavours for the last cen· 

tury . It has been clearly r.eCll that ill It. democratic community 
like ours, it is to' the interest of individuals, a.s well at-; of society 
at large, to improve the education of the people_ 

By Ii royal ordinance of 173B, lUI elldefwouT was made to in
troduce into the country a genera] sr.hool-uttendauce and a penntV 
nent school for each church pariflh. The meW:lure, however, WSB 

never put into practice. On account of the scattered popula.tion, 
the long distances, and the lack of teachers, it· W'UI left, by. a.n 
ordinance of 1741, to the several parishes with the approval of 
the magistrates, to arrange their school affairs f according U. their 
opportunities and the situation of the land». 

The primary schools of the towns in the beginuing of tht" 
century 'Were called, and arranged with the intention .of. being, 
cpoor H~hoo1s , . In certain toWDIJ, however, thel'e were prima.ry 
schools c.f II. 80mewhat different stamp. A eon~iderable improve
ment WIUI made by the act of 1848, which a.rra.nged the elementary 
instruction in the toWDlJ. 

A general a.rra.ngement of the rural elementary IChooll., had 
aJr8ll.dy been come to by an act of 1827. By this act, it w~ 
deWrmined tha.t near every principal church in the country, .~ 
.hould be • permanent ochool, but othe1'wioe R1Dbulatory ..,n00J0; 
Both belo", and long aft6 the act of 1827, the prieN ,,~~ 
leaden in- 8Cbool ""IIJ&tten:. eaeh in ·hia own -pariah: and it u,; ~ 
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in a. great mea.sure to them that, in spite of the numerous diffi· 
culties .of all kinds that had to be overcome, the school has made 
continual progress. 'The act of 1827 WIUi replaced by an llCt of. 
186<;1, which enjoined the establishment of It permanent school in 
every school circle, fixed the minimum of hOlln! for ,instruction, 
introduced several 'civil subjects. improved th~ condition amI trai· 
ning of the teachers, and arranged the management and super· 
intendence of the school in It btltter wlty. 

After the acts of 1848 and 18GO. progress was more rapid 
especially after t-he ilt.ate {from the beginning of the seventies 
had begun more and mort: to give grILnts to the primltry schoo1.~. 

The IWts of 1848 and 1860 were in their turn annlllled in 18HH, 
by the liCU! now in force for primary schools in the country and 
in the towns, whereby the primary schools of our country hlive 
been considerably improved. 

The development ot' the school lias alwa.ys been in a. decidedly 
democratic direction From It school for the poor, it has risen to 
It national .Mchool; fro~ a church school to a school in which a 
general education is. given, which ought to he common to all 
members of society. The locnJ authoritieH Ilnd the parents have 
acquired a. decided inf1u~nce upon the ntrUllgement of the schooL 
and an organic connection has bech brought about between the 
primary school and secondary educa.t.ion . 

A. THE ARRANGEMENT AND AIM OF THE PRIMARY SCHOOL. 

The Norwegian primary school hilS It seven yeMs' COut!:le, adapted 
for children between 7 Rnd 14 years of age. It is free to all children 
in the kingdom. There is no obligation to attend the public primary 
school; but the obligation of educati01l exists, in that every child 
between 8 and 15 in t be country, and between 7 and 16 in the 
towns, that is not in receipt of instruction calculated to bring it 
up. to the sta.IJdard of the primary school instruction within its 
16th yee.r; is ' referred to the primary school, and the attendance 
of . the child there can h£ enforced by a fine imposed upon the 
~ts or gua.rdiltons. , 

': ,The prim8.l'y school in each municipality is governed by · the 
:'seh.OOl Board (skoleltyret). which cOIUlists of a. priest, the chairman 
':~{~;).tunicipal,pouncil (or one of the aldennen), one of the teachers 
~~ .. ~J' , the ~ody ' of tea.ehel'8, IIJld as many other members 
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(men ,or women) chosen by the MunicipuJ Council as t·he ~ouncil 
itself determines. In the towns, at least one fourth of the I:D.Cmbers 
of the School Board chosen by the Council, are chose~ from 
parents who have children in the primary school. The School 
Board elects itol! own chairman. It u.ppoints the teachers, gives 
detailed instructions as to the IlrTtulgement of the primar.l· schools 
of the municipality, draws up the school pla.n, with the IlIan of 
instruction and division of le8sons, Ilnd sends ea.ch year to th(> 
Municipll1 Council an estimate of the Mums supposed to be required 
to meet the expenses of the school for the coming year. It is 
Illso the du!.v of thtl School Board to see to the education of 
childrflll who arc not, pupils in the prilJlary Hehoo!. The School 
Board appoint·a u B oard (!f fli lipedioll for every primaryscbool. 
consisting of ODe member of the School Board us chairnllW. llJul 
t.hree members (men or women) ChOi!e1l ill the t.oW!lS by the parenb 
of children at1€-nding the school. and in the f.'ountry by such 
parents and the rate-payers in the school dish-ict·. Tbis committee 
maintains a CODt.-ta.nt supervision of tbe sdlooI. lind tak~ care that 
there is' good attendance and order. Jt gives to the School Boo.rd 
the infonnatioll and advice that are rt.'<luired , (l.nd in the country 
is to hltve the ol-'portunity of giving it.s opinioll before the 
appointment of teachers. The School Board and the Board of 
Inspection in the f.'Quntry may also lay matt.ertl connected with 
the primary scbool befort' a dMfl-id meefhl.Q. i.e. a meeting of the 
ratepayers of thE: district, and those parents of childrep. attending 
the school. who live in the district. Some question8 mn8t be 
discllssed at the district meeting before they can be decided;- e.g. 
whether corporal punishment may be administ.ered, cha.ngee in ~ 
district regulation, etc. In the large towns, the School Bpard' 
appoints .9Clwol iw<pel'tor~, and whf'.re there are several schools, ftl!i 
a. rule, a ltead·mastet· to each. 

For ,~very county, there is a Count!! ,','chool Board, conlisting 
of 3 membe1'8 chOien by the County Council. The County School 
Boa.rd has to take charge of the common educational matter.. of 
the county. and to make proposals to the County Councll eon: 
cerning the income and expenditure of the county schools. It bU~ 
to gain the necessary acquaintance with the primary schools , -.a:~.: 
continuation 8chools of the county, and mo.y a.ppoint .. county ~. 

tor to assist in the supervision of the primary schools of the ~~~ 
.. permiasion, however, which hu scarcely ever been -made l:\H i~~.i 
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The Department for Ecclesiastical Alatter8 and Public Instru('· 
tion is the highest school a.uthority in the country. Next come 
the School Directors, one for each of the 6 dioceses, for the Buper
intendence of the primary scllools. Bishop and deltD take part in 
the superintendence, and the priest in Rupervising the iDBtruction 
in religious knowledge. 

In the country, every municipality is divided into s(!hool 
districts. In 1895, the number of theRe was 5923. Each school 
district has its prima:ry school, with at least 2 cla.sses, one for 
children from 7 to 10 yeal'S of age (infant school), and one for 
children from 10 to 14. In consideration of t,he distu.nces, th~ 

districts in Dlany places are again divided into several infant~ 

school districts. The compulwJr.fl number of schuol-llOurs amounts 
to 12 weeks per anuum, and can be increased to ]0 weeks. Six 
weeks' vol,mtary instru(..{·]on may further be added to this. Ever.v 
school-week !lmounts, in the infant school to :30. and in the uppel' 
school to 36 lessons. Thus in the infant school, eltch child has 
a.t least 360 lessons pe,: Bnnum, and the number ma.y be increaaed 
to 450 or 630; and in the upper school each child reeeives at leaat 
432 lessons anDllally, and the number ma.y be increased to 540 or 
756. In exceptional cases, bot.h schools ma.y be taught together. 

In the t o WtlS the prima.ry school is divided into three divisions. 
intended respectiyely for children between 7 anJ lO, 10 and J2, 
and 12 and ]4. Each of these divisions may again be divided 
into· several classes . The primary schools in the towns are, as a 
rule, divided into seven progressive clnases, which yet again, when 
necessary. are divided into parallel classes. Instruction has to be 
given dally for a number of hours amounting to from 18 to 24-
a week. Voluntary instruction mlly be added to this in the two 
upper divisions. The total number of hours, however, must not 
exceed 30 per week. '1i:" school year, after the subtraction of the 
holida.ys, is intended to number 40 weeks. 

Both in the country and in the towns, whatever tJOluntary 
i~tio" is given must be imparted ant of the sch9ol's legally 
ordained time for instruction, 80 thlft the la.tter does not thereby 
.sutter. In the country, the subjoob:l of instruction in the vOiluntary 
)~ s~l, as a rule, be the 'ordinary subjects of the primary 
,echoot "nd others closely allied to thew. In the towns, instruction 
jit :~~_ la.ngu~s ma.y be included. Domestic economy is be
~~~l~g~more and· more frequently a. subject in volull:tary instruction. 
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For every prlma.ry school, .special &ui.ldinglJ shall be a.rected 
or rented. In the country, howe"er, in the infa.nt.school diJtricta 
and the primary·school districts that have less than 20 ",cholan, 
school may be held in rotation in the houses of the inha.bitants 
of the district, where sufficient room can be procured. Ambulatory 
8chool .. !Lre steadily decreasing. Whereas in J~37, H2 % ?f the 
c11ildren atknding school in the country were taught in IlJIlbulatory 
schools, in 18!15 thifl Wtl8 the case with only :l "/.1. 

The 8!llln7ltUl (!f Nuldcct,· in the primary school it! religion, 
il:Je Norw(>g'ian language, arithmetk, elementary geometry, writing, 
siuJ,,"ing, geogra.phy, history (including tr. knowledge of the adUJini
strlition and local govemment of the eOll11try), botany, zoology and 
the elements of physics with the fundamental features of hygiene 

,(inc1udin~ instruction ill the effects aud da.uge:rs off the intoXicating 
liquorsL manual '~ork, drawing and gymn:istics (in which 'may 
be included preparatory rifle practice). In undivided schools in 
t·he country, the introduction of manua.] work, gymnastics, and 
drawing i!'l a voluntary matter: if the schoqI bu divided into classe8,. 
only one of these subjects is compul!'lory, but in the towns aD 
thr~ subject.s are compulsory. Diflsent{'nI are exempted from in: 
struction. in religiotlli knowledge. 

The .vtandO"rd i () 'If~ attained is fixed by law only with regata' 
to r!lligio1l8 knowledge. III this subject the standah:l aimed at iit 
a t,horough knowledge uf the main substance of Bibl~ history..and 
(;hurch history, and of t.he Cat.ec1Jislll, according to the Evallg .. ~ 
Lutheran creed. III the other subjects, it is left to the Schoor 
Hoard to fix t.he standard in the school pla.n. In most ot t.he 
rural municipalities, the standard of the various subjects and the 
time-table are determined principally in ILCcordanCfl with a. mo~~' 
phm», which WIUI sent roum1, after the !Lct of 1889, hy 'th'tf 
Ecciebiu,sticnl Depa.rtinent, ILS It guide, and was drs wn up 8.fter 
e()nf~rer,ce with tlle school directorS. 

In the most northerly counties, the population of several 
municipalities consists partly of Finns and Lapps. This necessitates 
the use of Finnish and Lappish in severul schools, 118 an a.uxiliary 
]angm«e in the instruction of children of these nationalities. 

In accoronnce with the , .. normal plan ~, the subjecta and time., 
table in mbst rurttl municipaiities, are arra.ngad somewhat in the 
followilft mo.nner: 
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C1M.'OflM 

.,In the tiowns, where the Hebool tenns !tie cf lOIt):!er dura
tion. and-where ubsences are less frequent. it hall been p08sible 
iO set no higher standa.rd thl1n in the normal plan for the country 
diB~t9. In Kristin.nia., where the primary school is conHidered to 
be a.mong ... the best and hlU! been the model for 1t number of 
other towns, the subjecb. a.nd lessons are arranged Il,c<iording to 
,the table on p. 272 (the figures in parantheses refer to gil'ltoI) . . 

It is decided in the school plM whether yearly and leaving 
tlnq;inatjl)ns are to be l~~ltl, and if so, how they are to be ar· 
ra.nged. The form of the tefl.ving certificat.:! of the school i~ USO 
d~termined in the school 'Plan. 

The pupik. In the country, the number of pupils in each 
clas& must not exceed 36, and in the towns 40, exoept temtlorarily 
or frOm urgent pecuniary considerations, and must" never exceed 
respectively 45 8lld 50. In the coudtry, boys and gh-l! are gene
rally taught together, j..D the towns, lUI a 1";\le, separately. ~(}ut of 
the rural school .distrtcts in 1895 - 5!l23 in number - 69 per 

j ' . 



272 EDUC.!.TION, 

cent had flCplI.l'ttt-e.,. division$ (wit,h two or'lJlorc classes), while in 
31 pel' cent, the lI('.hool was undivided, In '1875, the proportion 
w~ ;SU to 61 per p-ent. The number of children in each class ill 
the country in U~Ho wile about 20. In the towns, the number of 
classefl in 181)6 amounted to 2O!lo. of which 82!1 were boy!!' claaaes, 
7\.)8 girls' classes, u.nd 468 mixed classes. Each class had OD an 
average aG.s pupils. 

In lEDf>, 97 per cent of the children' in the rural districhl, 
who were of the legal age for instruction, were taught in the 
primary' school, 2.1) per cent outside the priqm,ry school. ItDd 0.0 
~l' cent received no instruction. In the towas, the numbel'lJ were 
respecti?E"~Y '89, to.l, and O.n per cent. In 1896, the number of 
absences of children taugltt in the rural elemcnt.a.ry schools, was 
10.4 per cent, in the towns, 7.4 per oont. More than 10 per ~ent . ' . . 
of the tota·} number of children attendjpg the . primary 8~qool in 
the country in 1895, had to go morK than 2 miles to)'c1i6oI. 
This shows, in one respect, what difficulties the p~ima.ry school 
has to contend with in this extensive country. For the .nun1be!' 
of pupils and classes, see the ta.ble on 'page 273. 

Needy chi1dren receiv~ 'their school books, etc. £rom the tllUlli~ 
cjpali~ 'In Kristin-nia, of late yea.rs;the Municipal Couaci1.hie.alIJo 
voted the necessarv ~ds fQr sUDvivlDR' all needy 'school-<dilldren 
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with "tt. meal e~ery school-da.y. In 1898, 711 ,302 poriioml were.. 
distributed, of which 18,3.t l were paid for. The Il,verll,l-,>'C number 
of children fed Wllil i)420 daily, 13fJ of whom ·paid . As the 
average nmnber of pupils WU!i ~2, 7f)O, a.bout 24 per ccnt of the 
children hu,ve been fed at the schools. The cost of t hi8 feeding 
for 1898 Ilmount-ed to -kr. fm,41~ of which kr. 2122 was eo\'ered 
by the sale of food, etc. III other t,oWIlS to;" through private 
agency, poor school-children ha.ve been fed . 

e. THE PRIMARY SC.HOOL TEACHEnS, THE CONDITIONS FOR 
THEIR APPOINTMENT, TRAINING AND SALARIES. 

The teaching in I.he primllr~' school is performed bJ publicly 
appointed teachers. In the country, at least 24 school-week!! II. yea.!' 
are to be assigned to ef1Ch ref,mla.r teacher; !!.t present an average 
Qf 33 weeks fall", to en.ch. Private or assistant te!wliera ma.y be em
ployed as teachers inilinging, gymnastics. drawing and manual work. 

The teachers' situation ill!!.y be fill~ with men or ,vomen. 
according to the decision of the local authorities; but at each primary 
school in the t,owns, there .-:'lust be :~t least one master and one governess. 
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All appointments 8.8 teacherll in the Vrimary school are made 
by the School Bow. No one can recdve a permanent a-pP!'Jio~ 
ment, unless he or she haa completed the 20th year, belon~ to 
the Esta.blished <'hurch, and has pussed Il. teacher's examination. 
About 1/. of the situations. however, may be filled on terms of 
;] months' notic.e, and for these Ilpr~ointments, and for visiting and 
tJ.f~lli 8tll.nt teachel'S, no examination is required . There are ~ two 

grades of teacbers' examinations. The lower, which corresponds 
to the entrance examination of t,he trnining colleges, gives what 
is requisite for a permanent appointment in the infant school in 
the country. The higher teachers' eXLUninll.tion . or leaving examina.
tion at the training colleges, is Te<Juired for a permanent a.ppoint
ment in the town primll.l'Y 8ch001 s, "-lid in the country primary 
school's second division . The tellchers' e:ramina.tionR are orga
nised by a.n eXlI.minll.t·ion committe<> ('ollsisting of three memoorB, 
who also have 00 i'luperintelld the iustrncti()n in the telLcbers' 
training colleges . 

There are. at t,he present t ime, 10 ("ollf'.'J(!..'? for the t mining of 
teachers for the primary school. Ii of whi"ch are public. one for 
ea.cb diocese. and 4 private. The teucldng in the public coll~ges 

is free. In the private colleges. by the aid of government gran~. 
a considerable lJ umber of free stud er,"i:R are a.dmitted. The course 
at present is 2 years . In It government bill la.tely brought before 
the Storthing, however. it· is proposed i.o ma.ke it a yenrs. Both 
men and women llre admitted . 

The foll o:wing subjects are tttugbt I tt the training colleges : 
Religious inst ruction (in the ht CI. r; lessons 11 week, in th~ 2nd 
4), Norwegian (7 - G); history (3 - 3), geography (~ - 1). science 
(3 _ . 3). arithmetic and geometry (4 - iI). writing (1 - - 0), dra.wittg 
(2 - 1), manual work (2 - 2), music (3 - 2), gymnastice (3 .- 2). 
pedagogy (1 - 1). practical exercises (0 -- 9). ,.. ~ 

To each of t·he public colleges is attached a. 1 r ea.r 's prepara.
tion class. Government aid is rufiO given to pM·,ate PrElpo..ra.ti.on 
courses for lower teachers' examinatron8, and for admitta.nce 
to the training colleges. In 1897- fl8, ]8 of these cours~ 
were held. 

For the training of masters and governesses in sloid, needle
work, domestic economy, gymnastics, dra.wing, singing, writing 
and re~tition in these .!!Iubj~. courRe8 a.re held at longer or shorteir' 
intervals, a.coonUng to requirement. Holida.ys courses are more.. 
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over held for the masters and governesses of th~ primary school, 
the so.('.aUed continuation cout"fles, laating 5 or G weeks. At these 
COUI'EleE!, of which the~ is one in each diocese. Norwegian. history 
and natural science s.re especially taught. Discussions on school 
and education questions a.re a.lso held at several of the courses. 
The number of students at ea(';h of these coursell is ~rom 60 to 
130. Since 18!J4, sutnlller courseI'! of 12 days have also been held 
annually at the University and at the Bergen MuseuM, especially 
adapted for giving instruction to primary school teachers, more 
particularly in natural scie;lce. These COur~C8 hlwe been very 
well a.ttended. 

Towards trat'f-Uill.q 8f:/wlarship.~ for primary lJeho01 teacheI"ll , 
the government votes an annual sum, which of late yea.rs hQ.ij 
a.mounted to 10,000 kr. Several municipalities ttlso give travel1ing 
scholarships. 

The average salary (!f teacller~' ill the country amounted, in 
1895, t.o 778 la. , being rather less for the gov~messes, and ra.ther 
more for the masters . .The f;alaries Itre regulated as su.lary and 
allowance fOl' keep per school-week, with Il rise after IJO ma.ny 
ye».l's. The weekly salary, allowance f()r keep, and rises, a.re 
different hl thl;! various provinces. In each municipality jn the 
country, ut least one of the lIlasters shull be provided with house, 
pasturage for two cows, and a garde... Ll I8Hn, W!J2 masters 
had free house, and 1121 of these lund as well. The situat·ion 
of parish clerk, or precentor, in the country churches :!! to he 
combined with one of t.he regular teacberships of the municipa.lity. 
In 1805, 910 musters were al",o parish clerks, with an averllge ill
come, us sUI~h , of 194 kr. The parish clerk's saJary, I1Dd the 
bf..nefit of free house·roCtm lU'e not included in the above·mentioned 
average salli.ry (778 la.). The salaries in the townlJ vary conside
rably, The governe'lses as a rule, receive much less than the 
masters. In 1895, tbe !::~hel:!t salary fOr reguhtr masters in the 
town primary schools, waa.4200 kr., Rnd the lowest 800 kr.; and 
for governesses, ·respectively 1550 kt. and 600 kr. Pen9iOnB are 
granted to retire<l masters and widows of masters, by the state. 
'rhe a.mount of the pension h; fix~ in each separa.te case according 
to circu:lneta.nces. The pension for mll8ters and governesaes is 
generally fixed a.t from 200 to 800 h., and for masters' widows, 
from 100 to 300 c. A bill for a pensioning law will probably 
~ .brougllt before the StJorthing during the session 1899-1900 . 
. ' ." .:. ., 
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A few municipalities, 
masten. 

especially towns, also grant pensioDI! to their 

C. THE PRIMARY SCHOOL.. BUDGET . 

The eIpeUl~es of the primary school arc paid by the municipali
ties, the counties and the state. TD t.he L'Ollntry, "!very municipality 
receives a government gru.nt towards the salaries of its tea.chers, 
lLlTlounting to 1/, (in except-i~nal CIUW!I 1/1) of the su.llLl'i~ given 
(allowance for keep included). The town municipalitif's receive a. 
gtlUlt of lis of the ll.Inount of the salaries. 

In each county , there is a county school fund, of which ~/f 
are made up by gove.rnmeut grantoll, and 1/~ if.! vot-ed out of the' 
county revenues. Various expenses lU'e defn;.yed, by permisl'lioD 
()f the County COllIlcil, out of th e county !lchool fnnd , viz. the 
additional amount.s for the ra.ising' of teilchers' !iahtries for long 
service, dOllations towards the erectioll of school-buildings (with 

• or without lnlUlter's bonse), fvr provirling teachers with land or 
compensation for the !lame. for eduCl1tiolla.1 apparatus, for a.ids to 
poor muuicipalitic8 where the 8chooL expenfreii, on account of locI!.! 
circumsta.nc<'S, are disproportionately large, fo r 8ubstituU'fI in u.ny 
case of long illnesii, for continua.tion schools and a.rtiSlIJl8' !lchools 
(arl:.eiclsskoler). 

Whitt is required o\'~r lind I!..bove the govenlment b'l'ants (in 
the country, the government grants a.nd the county Mchool fund) , 
to meet the expenses of the primary school is furnishetl by es.ch 
municipl1lity in a.l'..cordance with a \'ot~ of the Council. 

TOTAl.. EX PENSES OF PRIMARV EDUCATION : 

I 
Hum! 

"felll' i)iNtricb 'l'O\\'II.~ 'l'otal 

.. -.==-'-~'~--- -'_c ___ = 
'''''''=.=,~ 

Kr. Kr. K •. 

1870 . 2,O~I,404 000,992 2,692,896 
1880 . 3,ODII,889 1,148,770 4,2(6,8611 
1800 . 3,-'1 89,029 2,064,782 6,601,811 
HI\l1j • ( ,983,80( 3,121,966 8,106,2611 
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Y Ilfl,r 

18iO 

""" 1890 
18l'lb 

THE EXPENSES WERE DEFRAYED, 

T;~~ ~lun~~';l'!l l iti C~ ill ! l~\" Mnlli<"ilmliti~~ in 
; . th(' Count.ry ! ' To\\"n~ 

Kr. I Kr. 

14r"A;-I~ -= (, .62 0J~ I 1 ,~5H,120 .,." " .-,An "·" ! 
884,!l80 -=-. 26.84 o/~ I 2.!-IJO,2!)>> ;,4.42 "10 : 

I,098,21:\ o.. 1'.l.U6 °j,, : 2,49n,8 1, ' .f ,; .:W ":. ' 
' 1 2,124,260 ··· \lU.21of~ \ :l ,.fl0.4f\2 -_ 42 . 0~":" : 

1\ r. 

.f!IO ,.tH ~ - J8.\'2 °i~ 
1,OiiO.:1!-l4 - :nj4 "I. 
l ,l'OM, ;!!! ' :14.1;8 "1. 
2.r,jOl ,:\i :11.71 °/. 

EX!lCIlSCS in connectirm with the training" of t-eaelJers (in 18H5, 
257 ,227 h .), peruiolls (in 18n:). :lflO,077 kr.). iUl;pection. ek., a.re 
not included in the above table . 

In 1 8 ~I[), the education of every cllild ill till' priImLr.r school 
in the count,ry. cost on It·n average IH .GO. kr .. iUld in t he towns, 
47.28 h ., the anjrllge for town IllHi. cOlllltr.r heill~ 24.:M kr. IlS 
against re.pectivelJ kr. 8.84. 2J.JO and 111.0:1 in 187f,. The cOlit 
of primary ('{lucatioll f~lllounted in 1 ~lth t v kr. 4J'" pcr inhll.hita.nt. 

II. FURTHER EDUCATION ON THE BASIS OF THE 

PRIMARY SCHOOL. WORKING-MEN'S COLLEGES. 

The primary I:Ichool lltw allows the country mnnid plllities to 
establish , by means of public contributions. ( ·'ontimmt;(JU 8dw:i!.~ 

(fortsrettelsesskoler) as all optional school for children t hat have 
left the primary school, and for older children (14-·· 1.8). The time 
of instruction may be extended from 1 to t) months. The prima.ry 
school teachers are in charge of the education . Tn t hese schools, 
which are managi.>d by tbe School Board, the aim iii to take up 
and treat the educatiOL.'~l ma.terial of the parish school (Norwegian, 
arithmE'ti..!, history, naturlll science) wit.h the object of opening the 
pupils' eyes to the claims that life makes upon t"!-very one in their 
sphere of action. In 1896- 18!l7, there were 172 such schoola 
at work, with 2868 pupils. The schools lasted from [) to 18 weeks, 
'and the number of classes per week for each school averaged 38, 
and the expense'! kr. 17.07 per pupil. 

To meet the needs of the children that have left the primary 
. school for contUtued instruction, N1:gh t &hool$ (aitenskoler) (lre 
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also held with public a.nd munidpal assistance. The subj~ are 
the same as in the continuation schools (principaJly Nor~egian 
and arithmetic), and the instruction is in the hands of the ptl-mary 
school teachers. While the continuation schools are attended 
chiefly by children that have just left the primary school (age 15 
and lU), the pupils in the night schools a.re rather older (17- 19). 
In 1~~18-189!1, there were 389 night schools being carrie(! on, 
with a total of 5f)]!) pupils. The average numher of c1lU!sp.s was 
60, and the expenses per pupil kr. H.S(j . 

In most of the counties there arc COUt/t,/1 Srhool.~ (amtaskoler), 
one or more. In these schools, the education for a. practical · life 
is continued on the lines of the primu.ry school and the oontinua
tion school The county schools <Lre IDltnagcr] by the County 
School Board, which also appoint,; the teachers. The arrangement 
and plan of tbe instruction is determined by the County Council 
with the approbation of the king. The county school course is 
for two years or one year. They nrc lIome of them intended for 
mixed schools, some for tlepllru.te courses fo r ellch sex. In the 

• mixed Itnd the boy8' courses. the instruction, as a. rule, lasts for 
6 or 7 months of the year. The girls' COllrses are shorter - 3 
or 4 months. Most of the county schools are u,mbulatory, and 
move from parish to parish, remaining 1 or :! years in each place. 
Of late yetLrs, however, several of the county schools lmve become 
fixed , The syllabus, as II. rule, is the same u.s that of the primary 
school, but the aim is a higher one. The girls receive instruction 
in nf'edlework and, as a rule, hOUl~e management, and the boys 
in sioid and technical drlLwing. In a few schools, instruct.ion is 
also given in glLrdening, agricultural subjecUi and English. The 
instruction is being imparted more and more through the mediuUl 
of lectUl"es. 

Tn addition to the county school!!, t,here are the so-called 
People's High Schools (folkcheiskoler) in several of the counties. 
At these !!chbols, which are private, special attent·ion is paid to the 
influencing of the personality of the young men and women, a.nd 
fostering an a.ffection for their country ILnd mother·tongue, No 
attempt ill made to train the pnpils for any particular posttion' in 
life 01' c.xamma.tion, but the end aimed at is that on retnrn:ing to thek 
homes, the pupils may feel themselves at home in whatever sphere' . 
of life they are ('aJIed upon to enter. The pupils live a.t ~ . 

school, and make up as it were, a household with t~e nta.na.ger'·. · 
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family ; &lid particular attention is given to the inta-course between 
mltSters and pupils. 

In aid of the county schools, the poople's high schools, and 
private schoolB with a, similar object to that of the county schools, 
and for studentships for needy pupils at such schools, the state 
grants thrice the amount voted to the schools by the cl.>unty fund. 
Direct government grants a,re also made to H. few advanced people'tI 
high schools. A sum of about 180,000 lIT. haJj been voted for the 
budget-year 1900--1001 to the county schools a.nd the people's 
high schools, and for studeut.ships for needy pupil!! in such schools. 
the correspondiug Ii.JTlOunt contributed by the counties being 
60,000 la. The Dlunicipalit.ies ill which couut,y schools u.re held. 
also· provide premises, etc. For the same period , u. Hum of 
32,000 kr. hll.8 been voted IlS It direct government grant (without 
presupposed contribution from the COUllty) to advlillCed people's high 
fichools lUld for sturlentships for needy pupils at such schools. In 
the schoolyelLr 181)8 - 1)9, 4f> county and people's high schools were 
being carried on, tJ of tpem being private. 'fhere wet(' 101 master!! 
and bti g<!l'ernesses teaching tl.t the schools , and the number of 
pnpils WIU! 1213 boys and !l42 girli;. 

Of lli.tc years; adult men ILnd womeu, chiefly of the working 
c1ll8ses, hu.ve been instruded ill the so-called -Workillg-JJf clt's Collcgms 
(arbeiderakademier) in the phenomellll of lln.ture and of human 
and social life, and in the development of hUlIJun culture und its 
results upon thought ILnd conunerce. The Hrst working-men '", college 
was erected in Kristiauia in 188;). Several towns and rural districts 
have since then followed its lelld. In I t:!!l!!, )J[) working-men's 
colleges were in existence, 10 of them ill the country. The inlltruc
tion is given in the form of lectures (in the evening), with which 
is associated conversation upon the subject in haud. The lecturers 
have been flcientific men, schoolmasters, military men, doctors, etc. 
Admissi(\ll is generally :"ee. The govenuuent grant to the working
men's colleges is equal to half whllt is furnished by the munici
pality, or acquired in II.ny other wa.y. On the proposed budget 
for 1900- 1901, 23,685 kr. is put dow1l ali the amount of the 
gra.nt 1x:t the working-men's colleges . 

In, addition to the before-mentioned summer courses at the 
University and the Bergen Museum, the Pttblic Libral'w.I<I may be men
tioned iD. connection with the schools and working-men's colleges. 

,At the preeeot time, the state makes a grant of 20,000 la. annually 
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to lIuch libraries. Out of this grant. TlLJ'ious RmoUllts up to 
200 kr. are given to each municipality. In order to 0bt4n the 
government grant" ILIl equal amount must be procured frcm:I! local 
sources. There are about (jOO free libraries of from 100 to 
10,000 volumes. In severnl towns t·here are municipal libra.ries, 
among them being the Deichmanll Lihmry in Kristinllia, numbering 
a.bout fJO,OOO volumes. nnd the Dt'rgell Publi c Libra:;'y, with ,about 
HO,OOO volumes. 

III. SECONDARY AND HIGHER EDUCATION. 

At the beginning of the ccntnr)'. Norway Imd only 4 J;Tltmmar 
schools or classical ~cbool s (hl·rtle .'1koh~r, httinskoier), in '\1'bich 
higher education was given. B.v degrecl!. others were erected . 
some with ~ reah COUTses cQllllect.cd wit.h thelll, ns well as middle
clll,";s and crenh schools (borger- 0l! reulskoler) ~'). The higher 
public educat-ioll wtU( re-or::{lluisetl by a.n- act of the 17t,h June, 
18GO. By the regul[t,tions t,hcl1 iutrOUlIeed, the so-culled ., middel
skole~ became the school in whk-Ii was combined instruction both 
for those who de~ired It satisfador,r g-eueral middle-dass edllcation, 
terminatiug with the middelskole, nlHI for those who wished to lay 
the foundation for a continued higher education. The course WIUI 

{) years. for children fr(;1U H t~) 10. The furt,her educatioll, which , 
inkY alia, prepared for the University. was given in .. GylI~ia.» , 

in a a yea.rs' ('ourse, intended for young people of ages from 15 to 
18. Some of the gymnasia. were c1assielLI gymnasia (latingymllB.Bier) 
where Latin aud Greek were the principal subjects; 80me « re~h 

gymn1UiitL (realgymnasier). where English , mathematics and DRotUraJ 
science ?ccupied It prominent place. The act of 1869 has now been 
succee.-l<.:d .by the school act of the 27th July, H~9tj , 

The aet of 1869 had aimed at a connection between the higher 
Hchool and the primary school, in such It way that t,he latter might 
become a common school for all classes of children during the 
t,hree first years of their school-life (H - 9). The primary school, 

. ) In -renh lIt,hI)OJ@., llH (H~th\("t, froln <latin , IJChoois, the elements of eeienoc. 
modem lfmguag,('!;, allll commerdtll !\\\'*'~b were \'a.-o.;"'\, in"t.ead of I.atit 
onli (; rN'_1r . 



EDUCATION . 281 

however , was a.t tha.t time not 80 well adapted for this, and in 
most placeR tberefore, 3 I·year prepara.tion cla. .. ses were associa.ted 
with the middeJskol ,~. Aij the town primury Rcboots gradually 
improved, attempts were made in several places to form It <.'Ounec· 
mon between the higher a.nd the lower schoolfl, eveu beyond the 
first three school yea-rs; a.nd by the ad; of ) SDU, au organic con· 
nection haa now been brought a.bout between tht' !iCC-on'rlll,r), Hchool 
and the primary school in the towns. Tn ;J.cc<,rrlallce with this 
at.;t , the se'condary school builds upon the two first divisions of 
the town prUun.rr school (with \'olunhtry instruction ill the fmCo nd • 
division). The prim'tr)' school ill to btl, in general the common 
preparatory Rchool for all children for the first f, years of f;chooling ; 
at aoy rate, it is the only govt:mment-sllpported t;chool fnr cJdlilren 
of this age. At present" there In'C.'' however, some prepu.ra.tory 
schools in connection with private higher schoolij. 

The sccond:try school is also rHvidcd by the ad of 1K!tll, into 
middel~kole and gymnusilllll. 'fh", ihiddelskole eourse i~ l,,'1.mcl'ally 
4 years (intelHled for ch ildren betwc~o 11 aud 1;1). According 

• to t he act, the course mUl'It not be lII ilde IOllger, but may be 
HllOri.er, if the llIiddelskole in any place can bc cOlllleded wit.h 
t.he l='rim>ll'y school higher up than lifter the latter's r)th ycnr_ The 
gYl'flu llSimD course i~ iI yea.rs. The ;Jim of the school j:.; given ill 
f,he act W'I follows: , The middehknle is u. .... cllool for childreu, 
which, in union wit·h the prirua,ry school , gi H'fI im pupils a COlli · 
plete, thorou}{h, genoml education , Ililu.pt.ed to t·he lC(°p-ptJvity of 
childhood. 'fhe gymnu08ium is u. school for young people, which 
OD the middelskole founda.tion. leadr; on to ;t (~olDplet..e, higher, 
general education, which may also seTVe as a basis for scientific 
studies. Both middelskole and gymnAsium shall cont,ribut.e to 
the religious and morltl training of th('_ pupils, and it I>hould 8.lso 
be their common aim to develop the pupil~ both mentally ItIld 
physically into comp0tent young people .• 

8 ... bject~' . In the middelskole, instruction ill given in the 
following subje~: Religious knowledge, Norwegian, German, 
English, history, .geography, science, ILrit,hmetic and mathematics, 
drawing. writing, manual work, gymnaatics and singing. For girls 
tbere is MSO ill!;truction in domestic economy. In the plan of in
struction adopted by the Ecclesiastica1 Department for the middel
skole, the diviliion of the weekly lessons i5 as follows (see the table, 
nmpoge.) 
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Religiou" lmowle(lg~ 
Norwegian 
German", 
}~nglitlh .U) 

Hif!wry 
i:fflgrHllhy 

Rdt'nl'e 
Arithmetic.: &: ~lI.thematil'lI 

Drawing 
Writing 
Gyrun81ltil'H 

Manual Work 
Ringing 

- -~--.---~----

, 
-,I 

'flltnl :1 ;11; i ae 

, . 
2 2 

l J -
I 341 :16 

The law allows the e.!ttLblishment of mjdd~l f.lkoler in which, 
either with or without the addition of iWit ~ction in other depart
menta, only onc foreibrtl language iH ta.ught, !lnd where the instruc
tion in mathematics is somewhat restricted. 

In the gymnasium, the following !lnh.iectll u.re to be taught: 
Religious knowledge, Norwegian. German, English, .French, history, 
geography, science, math~matic8, drawin!{, gymnastics and singing. 
Manual work lDlty also be included in the syllabllil. Latin and 
Greek, by the act of 189B, are altogether omitted from the ilUbjeCf;. 
list of both the middel8kole and the gymnasium, and instruction 
in these languages is relegated to the University. In exceptional 
('~e8, however, instruction may be given for the present in a few 
gymnasia in Latin, with a proportional restriction in other lIIub· 
jech. C" Wbereas in the mi'dde1i:!kole thf'. instruction is common to 
all the l,upils. a gymnasium may be divided into two lines, the 
language-history line, and the Bcience or creah line. Thi' divisioD, 
however, only takes place in the gymnasium's 2nd and 300 classes, 
and not in all subjeeta. 

------- --,;-

. ) In Cla.l!UlI III and IV, one Norwegian lC~Oll is ll-iYen to .... ·riting uery 
otber week. 

U) Alternative _ Englillb, 6, 4, S, .t . 
• u ) .o\.itern"t i"I' _ Ge'rnllm, 0, 6, 1, 6. 
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According to It. temporarily dra.wn up plan of instruction for 
the new gymnasium, the following divillion of the weekly "leseoDS 
is suggl::Sted: 

ReligiollH knowlt'II}l:" . 
Norwegilln 
G{'.romn 

Engli~1t 

French . 
Latin 
Hiswry 
Geogruphy . 

Scienl'<l 
M.themati(:~ . 
Drawl"}!: 

Six lesSOllll a. week are moreover dividcd bfltwecn gymnasticH 
and singing 

In connection with a midde1skole. or if there iH 11 gymDII..

siulJI, with its first cllUl~, a one-yc<!.:,'" course may be arranged. 
which gives a complete training for special practical calliIlgs, 
e.g. trade. 

The instruction in the middelskole und gYlllDatlium concluues 
with a leaving examination, clllleJ. r8!>pectiveJy middellikole exa· 
mination and «examen artium ~ . The holder of an examen artiuUl 
certificate is entitled to enter his na.me us IL student at the 
University. The middehlkole examination, liCcording to the new 
law, will be held for the first time in 1900, and the examen a¢ium 
in 1903. 

Im1-'eCti~n . The seconda.ry schools llre some government schools, 
some municipal, and some private. The Ecclesillstical and Educational 
Department has the supreme management of all the secondary 
ac.hools. 'To assist the Depa.1"tment in the inspection of the 8chools 
a.nd the a.rra.ngemellt of the leaving examinations, there is a council 

--of education (ondervisuingsna.d), consisting of 7 members chosen 
from men with a. practical undenJt.e.nding of higher education. In 

,y..u hy~c questions, an expert is admitted into the council. Each 
.", . ) 
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of the government !lchools has a. boa.rd of ma.nagement consisti~g 
of the headul1Uiter of the school !lnd 4- members, one of whom ;;'s 
chosen by the Department, and three by the Municipal Council. 
This board bas to watch over everything t·hu.t can serve to promote 
the interests of the school, t<1 nomina.te to meant teacherships, to 
administer the funds and receipts of the school, etc. In many 
places, the School Board forms the board of mann.gement for the 
municipal seconda.ry schools. 

Tureher;". In order to be l~ppoillted to a. permanent teachership 
in the secondary school, it is generally reqnired that the asp:ru.nt 
shllll have pasfled one of the theoreticul teochers' examinations at, 
the University - . the hLllg",lage-history or the lun.thcmatical-uatural 
science. Kr. 15,000 has b~n vot.ed Hunnall:: of late years for 
tmvellinf.{ stndentships for teachers at the !!('crllldary I>chools, a 
third of that stun being all extraordinary gmut. on the occasion 
of the Dew law. The courses mentioneu in cmmec+.J.on with the 
primary sellOol, fOT teachers in gymna!!tics, sloid, etl'., are also 
intended for teacher!:! in the seconda.ry schools. For t·he llttter 
especi!tlIy. holiday COurSAS bare been held · the Jast t.wo or three 
y('a.rs, il.t the University, to enable them ttl meet the increased 
requirement'! of t.he new la.w. A reform in t.he tru.ining Clf teachers, 
chiefly with 11 view to fnrnish future teachers wit.h more practical 
experieuce, is at hand. 

The })rincipals of the g-overnment schools (rektorer) and the 
other permanent teachers (aecond masters. ~ overherere . , and a.<Jsi~· 

tl.Ult IlHlSters, ~ a.djunktev ) u,re Ilppointed by the kinJ{, and are 
government officers- The red-or's salary is 4600 kl'. + 400 kr. 
+ 400 kr. after 5 and 10 years' service, as well a.<J house. The 
two oldeflt rectors also receive a further addition of 400 kr. A 
second master's salil.l'Y is 3200 kr. (with 3 rises of 400 kr.), and 
lin ll281sf.ant · master's salo.ry is 2200 kr. with 3 rises (400 kr., 
300 kr., 1100 kr. ) after 3, fl, and 9 years' service. The Pfincipals and 
permanent teachers of municipal secondary schools supported by 
b>"Ovemment, are appointed by the Department. When their salary 
is fixed by the Municipal Council at a. sum that is not lower t.biw 
that of the rectors, sE'cond masters and 1l88istant masterS in the 
f:,>'Overnment schools, they are designated in the same m~er. 
Years of 8ervice as rector, second master or &.S8isiBnt master are 
cOllLted tbf'l stlJll.e, whether they are passed in government iChoolt. 
or in municipal Mchools whose ·teachers are appointed by th~, ~. 
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partment. Service in private schools with examination rights is 
aJso reckoned in part towards the a.ttainment, of increased salary 
on appointment in the government or municipal schools. 

Statistic8. 'fhe number of government schools amouJlkd, in the 
school-year 189\1- 1900, to 14, which all, beside!! middelskole, 
also ha.ve gymnasium. The nutubeT of lIlunicipllJ itlld priva.te 
schools that have received the right of holding- leaving" examina
tions with the same effect as the go\'crnrnent schools, amounts 
respectively to 42 (3 of them in the eountry) and 28. During the 
school-year, there have tims been 84 Hecondary schools at work. 
Two of the municip!il schoolfo>. and ~ of the privat,e schools have 
gymnasium as well as middelskole. A private Latin f..:"ymnasium 
is attached to one of the gOV~l"nmellt Bchool8. The government 
schools and most of the lllunicipal !:!chool!l are inteuded for the 
conuuon instruction of bOYI! !llld girlf.>. Sixteen of the 28 prh'ate 
8choole are exdusin·ly for girlH, th~ remainder, some for mixed 
Aehoo1s, SOllIe for hoys only. 

The municipaliHej have to provide the government schoul!:! 
with premises, school plant, u.ppu.ra.tus, lighting and heuting. The 
reet of the pxpemcis are met by the government gra.nt;;, the echool 
fees, and, in It few case;;!, by the schools' privat-e m eilUS. Thirty
nine of the 42 municipal s .... hools are supported by government 
grants. The grant atllounts to 1;, of t·he total of the teachers· 
salariee, and all the additional utllounu. for leng service. The 
rest of the expensefl a.re covered by the !lchool fees and municipal 
grunts. 

In the school·year l S9G- tt7, the most "oreceut of which the 
sttitisticd have been worked up, all the !lecondu.ry schools tog-ether 
had Ib,72H pupilli divided amoug ~47 clflSse8, with G1.3 ml18te1'8 
and 409 governesses. In the abol'e·ruentioned year, however, a 
preparatory school was still attached to most of the rniddelBkoler, 
and theJiip. were still I)·:,ears courses. In 18fl9. 1347 pupile went 
up for the exa.men artiuDl, 47 of them being girls, and 2003 for 
the middelekttle examination, 775 of them being girls. 

The educr..tion of each child in the government schools in the year 
1896-97, cost ~82 kr., and in the mUllicipaI midde18koler, 124 kr. 
In 1870-76, the same expenses were r~spectively kr. 227.60 and 
.kl. 128.40; In 1895. the total expenses of the government schools 
amounted to la. 738,312, 36.0 % of this being covered by the 
.chaol fees. 41.6 % by government grantfJ, 6." % by municipal 



286 EDUC,j.TION. 

grants, and 10.7 ~/o by interest on investments and iu other W.a.~8. 
In the ' same year, tl)e total expenses of the higher munieiAaJ, 
schools amounted to kr. 768,2!12, 63.4 0J0 of thit:l being covered 'y 
tbe school fees, 14.0 % by government grants, 24.0 % by "muAi. 
cipill grants, and 8.6 % by interest on investments and in other 
ways. i 

In addition to the Hecondl1t'y schools, there are some munici~al 
and private boys' ELnd girls' schools without the exami.n&tion right, 
in which instruction is given tha.t goes beyond t·be rum of the . 
primary school. These schoolB have u, freer arrUllgement tha.n the 
middelskoler, and have, in great part, lor their object; the higher 
education of girls. In 189G, there were {if) of these schools, with 
;J06 classes. The number of pupil!! W(t!j ;Ji07 , of whom 2751 
were girls. Two hundred tlnd twenty-four governesses and 107 
masters bad appointments in the schools. 

IV. THE UNIVERSITY. SCIENTifiC SOCIETIES. 

MUSEUMS, &c. 

Norwa.y has ouly ODe University, the RO./f(ll Frederik Unive,..,·ity 
in Krist.iania. It was founded in 1811, and began it" operations 
in 1813, with 11 professm·s, 3 lecturers a.nd 18 students. In 1856, 
it had 22 professors, 11 }tocturerH and (ji>O studenn., IUld in 1900. 
it hll8 Cl3 professors, 8 «docents .• , 10 fellows ,. 1tDd between 13 .and 
14 hundred Rtudents. 

The teachers of the University are divided alDong n faculties, 
theology, with at the present time .6 professors ; la.w, with 7' pro· 
fealtOrs and 1 ,"docent »; medicille, with 14 professors ·and 1 « doceDt~; 
history philology a.nd philosophy with 21 professors and 4 «docents.; 
mathema"t;icS and natural sciences, with 16 professors and 2 cdo· 
centa- . .%I.ch fn.culty elects a preeident for 2 years, the dean 
(dekanus). The 6 deans form the academic council (det 8..ka.d~e 
kollegium) which constitutes ~e University's board of ma.n&gement, . 
and is immediately under the Ecclesiastical and Educatiopa1 D~ 
partruent. 

The profe86ors are a.ppointed by the king. Their ~ J •. 
4bOO la. per annum, with. 3 additions of 500 la. a.t;er .6" . ..19 .~ 
10 years' aerviee: The 20 olderit professors mort."Over ha.vo, aa adat~ 
tion of 600 kr. The ~docenta ~ ~ eJ.80 a.ppointed . t;,. ,tAe~. nf#: 
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salary is from 2600 to 3500 n. The fellows, who have only a. ' 
limited amount of lecturing to do, are appointed for 1 year at a. 
time" by the council, and are paid from 1200 to 1400 kr. For
eignen cab also be a.ppointed to professorships u,t the University . 

.As already mentioLlcd : the lea.ving examina.tion at a gymna.
sium. examen artium, entitles the STICC(>IISfu1" candidate to enter his , 
Dame as a student at the University. The instruction tbere is 
n-ee. Fees are only paid for permission to enter for the variOllS 
examinations (from 20 to 40 kr.). Before the students can go up 
for any of the TJniversity deb'Tee examinations, they must httVe 
passed a preparatory f'xami!?ation, called «exll.men philosophicum • . 
In tbia examination, phiklsophy is a compulsory subject; the {) 
others may he chosen by the candidate (science, languages, history, 
mathematics. et.c. ). The time of preparation for the examen philo
sophicum is 2 or ~l terms. 

The average time rt:quired to work up for the Va.riOllii exami
nations is: !I terms for theology, 8 tor law, 14 for medicine, 10 
for philology, and 10 for ~ relLh studentH :f.). 

In 18f1!l, the num!:ler of students in the various brltnches of 
study was as follows: theology 70, law 270, medicine 330, philology ' 
45, ~ rcnJ ~ studen"bl 40, mining studUlltJi 3, students for the ('.r.a·/1/rm 
phuosophir.uiIl u,bout GOO, total about lilf;O. 

Since' 188:?, 2()O female stuueI!t-'l .ha.ve matricuhlted at the 
University, f>3 of them hll.ving passed :the Lliotin artium, anti 207 
the Real artium. Twenty-four women have gone up for examintt.
tions at the pniversity, Hi of them having taken medicine. 

The expenses of the University for the finnuce-yeo.r WOO-
1901 were put down a-t 10-. 713,025. Of this amount. GOO,OOO 
were defra)'ed' I:>Y government moneys , the remainder by the funds, 
etc. of the Univereity. 

'Irhere are yarious collectioIUl, laboratories and scientific in
stitutions· oonnected .dth the University, among them being the 
Univeraity Library (about· 350,000 volumes), which is 'also the 
National ' Library, a.nd whose reading-room is open to anyone for 
7 bouts dally ~ the Botanical Gardens, the Historical Museum, the 
AttronomicaJ. and Magnetio Observatory, the Meteorological fum
"~_ ' and ,the BiolO1!ical Marine Statiou at Dr0bak. 

--~ .. --.-.-.-----.--
ie: ~aflnu of natural scienco ~ubjeetl! and mathematic!!. 
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The National Hospital and the Lying.in Ho,;pital, both gt>'Vefn
went institutions, WhOB$ head physicians are almost all Univt'l'ti\ty 
professors, are utilised as University clinics. . 

The practlcal training of theological student.!! is carried on at 
the 'practical theological college connected with. the Unive:i'lri.ty. 

Two institutions for the promotion of science llre the Roy,al 
Literar!! and ' PhiiosopMtCll SOl~iet9 (Dct kongelige llorskc Vid~~ 
skabers Selska.b) in Trondhjclll, fouuded ill 171)0, with It library 
of about. 70,000 volumes, and the Literw'!! (IIul l'/iitofolopli-il'al Society 
(Vid,engkabsselskabet) in Kristiallia, founded ' in 18:)7, with which 
is a8SOc1a,1iIed thi.l Fridf;ju./ J.YuII8(m Fund for till' Pro-motion of Scienct, 
~hosc ca.pital at present iunount8 to about k"t'. ~w,on{J. 

The BerrlCtl Jllusemn, founded in 18tb. is a centre ab0l!t 
which is gathered DO little scientific life in the "'-estern part of 
the country. The museum \wslreSsefl valuabli.l col1~tjons, especially 
of na.tural history I-Ipecime!ls, :L considemble scientific library, a. 
bioiogi(':L1 stat·ion with laboratories lUId aquaria, etc. Annual sum
m~~ courSfrs ure held at the museum for primary I!chool wacbers. 
and in the winter, lectures to working-men. There are also museums 

:rm TrOJmm, St-annger a.nd Arendal. with natural hist.ory and , 
hi&torical·antiquarill.,ll collecti<:ms. 

. For ' the jU·I'.serl;atifJ II (~f' m1f~ient .i\'()1'Ifl'llian lIW1JUment8, there 
is an association founded in' 1.844, 8.J:ld · supported by a govenllll~nt 
grant. The Norwegian .IVational MtJ,>leU1h, ,.)~·Qrsk · ff'lkemm;eu.lJ3, 
{founded in 1804 in Kristianiaj, collecte uul' exbt-tit8 everything ' 
t.hrowing light upon the cultural ,life of th~ .;Nonvegiw poop~; 
The lnd..-tr'ial A1·t,.,· Musetlfflil in Krist;R.Ilia, Berge.· twd Tron'dhjem, 
whose objeci iri to promow the 1'i0rwegian'.dusb-if'JJ~~ regUd 
to tastefRl Rnd practical form, possess 'Valuable coUeetion6' ' . . 

The -ArcJlives of the Kingdom come under the EocieBla4tieaJ. 
and EducatiOlJ.al ·.Depa~ent. The state archives are·in .. Xriiiti~; 
Bergen and Trondbjem eeeh ha.ve their diocestUl arohivef. ' ~.~. -

Sums are voted annually by the sta.te tl'en~ecilittul9'''~~' 
·and anistB to travel a.broad. :; Various bequests .~e ~ ~; 
made toward.r:i the IiIUpport: of JIrl&ts a.nd scientific men; e.g .. R6tf"'~ 
Beque!lt (ttwut 370,000 krl BOUCHE'S Bequest (a1:Jout SO.-oOO··,JD..li 
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8CHAl'P~lj ·Bequest· (about '!fO~ kr.), Fll~.'NE·'8 ,Bequest (aboti~ 
'80,000 h.), H:r.NIUC1I8EN'S Bequest (~20,OOO la.) a,nd HANS GpDt.:'~ -_nest (about 40.000 kr.). ' 

V. SCHOOLS ' FOR OEFECTIVES. WAIFS AND I>TRAY$. 

The law of. ISS!' for schools :for rJefec;a~e8: a.nd fI~quenil' 
M.~tiOnttl Iawlf, regulate the iustruetion for dN{/; Mind; a.n~ 
~)ecil(! childreu. At the h€!ad of the defectives' f;choo) affairs is 
a direr-tor under l"\he Ecclesiastica.1 and Educational DeplLrtment. 
. In ·" book subjects, the aim of the schools for defectives is t·he 
,same as in the prijDary school, Itnd in a.dditiou the pupils ure 
educated for It practical life. The school course is, itS a. rule. 
S years. Deaf children are admitted at the a'j.."r€ of 7, blin"« ~hildren 

" • j , 

at the age of P, ltn'\1 imbeciles, at pre~ent, H.t tl,e age of 14 01" 
}f,. The ~t.at?~leat1l th~ expenses of their education, while the cost 
of niaintP.nance of pJ6i children dUTiDg t.heir 5ta.y !~t the ~chool 
is borne by the JlJunicipaliti es. The ·-government u penditnre on 
tldur.a.t,i011 in 18!(g- rm, tlIDoyllted to iLbout 309,000 kr., or about 
360 kr. per child. The cost of llHiinttlining each child may be 
put down a.t the s~me amoul.l ~. . ~. 

There !lore f) schools for cleat child,el!:, all governlllent insf.itu· 
tions. Tw.o bf t.hese Iwe at the same time destincd,.to u.dmi~ ne~ 
pupils, and to be division sc~ools for the .lllost intelligent; childfen 
(A·children). Z are divisiol\' I,chools for less intelligent chillreu 

·,lB:sm1drenl. ~~ l~~'~ ~4!~. ;,s~hool fO: the least intelligent 
le~n (C:":~hIld'-): ·'Chlldren are admltted every year. The 
inst-.ntction .. i4.'·gij~n'tbf tbe articulation method. In the school-year 
18,~~~99. thirtr~~ a total of a08 children at thesl.7. schools, with 
&bout 6(,l ~ an~ . governess,*,_ 
t , ~ -'I!Jle 1Jta.te has 2'~L."1~ atlylums, and nlso supports a priva.te 
:.:c~~, for ~lind ~ults. ' Ill 1898-BO, there were al~ether ~130 
pup-;.qjn ~I:)lind asylums, with 20 teachers of both ~es. 
B:-i:t~~ ~e · 3 uylums for i~becile children, aU. Of th:~ gove:ro
,~~~01i.. .~e boardmg-school at one of them IS ca.med~' 
~\ij.:. ~~~m....,', but wnl ,Prob&bly ' be taken 0,,,, by the 
~~~~ 1898-99, the .~mber~of pupils in' these asylwns 
,., .. : ,,-,. , ,~~t\. '67 mastel1l a.nd pe:R\~es. 

19 
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There is Il.D industrial school in Kristiania fur deformed pel"80DS, 

which had 44 pupils in 1898. . i , 
By Iln act of the Gth June. 18HG, entirely new regulationR 

were introduced wfila regard t;Q the treatment of destitut:> ~d 
criminal children. The law is only partially ('.llrried out. as tht" 
necessary institutions had first to be vrovided. In the (:vurse 'of 
the year IHOO, howeyer, the new Tt'gulutions will In'obably be, in 
full f()1'cet " Their main fen,tures ure that the criminal respOI1elbie 
age shall be raised from 10 to 14 rears, It,lld that young criminals 
below the latter Iln<>'e, instead of being punished. shall be treated 
in a different.. more consideru,te manner, especially in having their 
educa.tion at~llded to. ,Children who commit crimes after baving 
completed their Ht·b year, on t.llC other halld , arc liable to punieh· 
ment. But us loug' as the." are under ,Ii;, hesides, or instead of the 
pu~ment, educational mew;;ures mal· alRO be employed with them. 
The a.ct, however, does not merd,)' iuclude those children who have 
already entered upon e,"it courses. It" has heen thOllght. that the 
care of the state should also ue extended tH chilUren, who though 
they han· not yet gone !:i0 far, max be eXPidt·d "U) becollle burdens 
to aociet,'" in the form of lazy idlers, criminals amI convicts, if they 
are not brought lwder be~T influences in time. "fhe act ordains. 
therefore, that children (If this kiTld, under certain conditions given 
~ peWit shall ulso be plf.ced under the cure of t·he state. 

The uuthority to decide wha.t is t.o be done wi.th a child, 
:whose condition makes t.he interference of tbe stat.e ne(.:e8t!ary, is 
3.8 It rule placed in the hands of the so-called Board of GUlUdians 
(vf'rgeraad). A board of this description sha.lI be fonned in e .. ·ery 
municipalit.y, and cOlHliJ.!t of It judge and a. clergyman, and five 
members chosen for It pedod of two years by the Municipal Council, 
one of 'them being a. medical ma.n living or practising in the muni. 
cipality, and one or two women. The mo!;t important of "iju! 
JlI€a!4ures which the Board of Guardian8 can adopt with tegard 
to the cWJd is that he ma.y be removed from his pa.rcnttt ~. gua.r: 
dj~H, and r,laced in a trustworthy. honest f~iJy, or a. HO'lle" OJ: 
some othcr silnillU" institution, a. reformatory school or a ( skaJ.e, 
hjeDl •. If necessary, the parentH may be deprived of their pa:reutaJ 
aur.hority. If the Board of Guardia.ns consider that the ~d ._1 
be left with his parente, they may a.dminister. bdtb to \im . i.tad 
his parents a eeriouli admonition, and, in certain ~,~m.a..r. mftid 
upon the child a suitable cha.etiaement. ~ . .. . ' .. 
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,Children that are not considered to be wholly depraved are 
genereJJ.,. placed in some family or Home, where they are brought 
up under the supervision of the Board o~uardiaus. Children 
that do not attend IIchool, or that behave badly there, may, by 
the d~ision of the School Hoard, be plaeed at a reformatory 
school,' where they remain for a llel'io<l not exceeding f; months. 
The reformatory school may be erected by u. single nfunicipality 
or by several in conjunction. lUi. plan JlllU:lt be appl'tWed by the 
king. Children. that ar€' so del)raved morany. that their attendance 
at the ordinltrj school would expose other children to harmful in· 
fluences, shall as It rulp-, be placed by the Board of', Guardians in 
a skolehjelll. There sha11 bp two, kinds of ~mch skolehjem, one 
more strict for specially dcprd.ved ··children, and one HJore lenient. 
The state shall see Uw.t the necessary institutions are provided. 
The stricter kind of Rkolehj~lIn is to be erected by the state, for 
boys and girls separately . • On Bastl,J. neu.r Kristiania, one to ac· 
commodate 150 boys is u.t present in course of el'ectiou. A similar 
establishment for girl~ .is to be founded near Kristillnia. The IUore 
lenient institutions may be private or municipal, if they are arranged 
IlJI the law requires. Three previously exist.iug priva.te and muni
cipa.l educational institutiomt for destitute boys. will probably be 
included in the new organisatbn of reformlltory education as nlO1'e 
lenient skolehjelli. «Toftes Ga.ve,. on Hel~~en llear Ha.mal', Ulfs
neseen neat Bergen, and FILIsta.d Ileal' Trondhjelll. 

The cha:rge undertaken by tbe st'~Lte of children that are re
moved from their parents, ceases when the cause for it ceases, 
,.tud as a. rule. is not continued nfter the child has completed his 
18th year. Children that have been placed in reformatories of the 
stricter kind, mll-Y, however, be kept there until they h ll-ve com
pleted their 21st year. 

The supervision of this class of children falls to the lot of 
the EccJ~ia.9tical and K~uca.tionul Department. Th(> cost is divided 
between ,the sta.te and the lllunicipalit.ies. 

'.' 

1(1. SPECIAL SCHOOLS, 

:t;f:&:M&eat .iXlwbl.s. There are 3 schools in our land whose 
'~.Dlj'ja .00 m;,Pa.rt the theoretical, teclmica.l instruction required 
~,,)':;Ae who ' haw~ decide!! upon .& technical, or other practical 
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occnpation. They are in Kristiania, Bergen and Trondhleln:.· ' .~e 
school in Trondhj:ID is divided into .t "ections, vi~ . :.engi~~~: 
architecture, machmeFY and chemistry. The school lD Kristialua 
has only the last H of these divisions, and the school in Berghl 
only the last 2. The school-course in Kristiania and TPori:d~jem is ' 
-t yea.rs, in Bergen 3. To obtain admission to any of th~' 8choqls, 
t.he a.pplicant lDUst have passed the lZIiddelskol~- exammsti&n, 
which is generally done at the a~ of lb , . In the school;-ear 
1898- fln , the liumber of pupils ill these schools w,as reSpectrvel~ 
Wti, $ } aud j[)B, 4.112 in all, and t.he number of teachers r~8pectivElly 
:l3, I::? and tI , ;)1; in all. The schoolH a . .l'e municipal, hut are under 
t11e supervision of the EcclesiusticH.l und Educational Department. 
The municipalities provide t·he premirre1l alJd schooI-pl~, ' an'd fur; 
nish (lifter subtmetion of the Hchool feL'S --- JIJO kr. per annum · 
per head - ) ) : 3 of the s l1m required to mcet. the exVeuscs, the 
:;tate furnishing tIlt:' remaining 1/S. For l 8!!!:\-· !lV, the expenses at 
t.be three school~ Wl~re rCflpectivcly about kr. 80,000. k • . 40,000 
and 1..""1'. 7!1,OOO. plus the (:ost. of th~ prelpiscs and plant" ILbont 
l<l,f,ll)O h. for ,lil schoo1s . 

In tht' prC1lellt school-year, t 8!lfI··- lflOO, there are 14 technicaJ 
night ~chooh;. The ohjcct of these schools is to give the technical 
info"tInlltion and profidency most necessary for luwdicl'afts ~nd 
other F; imilar industries, For admission to the Hchool, it is required 
that the lIppli(!:-tut sJmll hll.ve completed his 14th yea.r, and can 
read and write and underst,and additioll , :;ubtl'll.ction, multipIicatioli 
and division of whole numbers and fractions. The course is 3 years. 
In most of tlw schools, the school-year last'! 8 months, with 2 hours' 
instrnction on each of the first f) working-days in the week.' In 
the school-rear J897- !)8, there wbere 1.3 technical night schoou... 
with a tot,al of 244)~ pupils A.M 21W teachers. The school fees 
amount to from '2 to ;, kr. a year. 'l'he a.rrangement with regard · 
to the su(:enision and the division of the expensell between the 
!State and the municipality is the same 8.8 for the technica.llchools. 
In 18!17- 98, the expenses of the technical night schools amounted 
t.o about 111,000 kr. • 

In Kristill.nia, there is also a. technical elementary day ' 8chool 
with the same object as the technical night schools. TJie co~. 
is Ii months, witl;1 (; hours' daily instruction, and a 2 montha" 
supplementary c01p'se. In 1898-99, the school ~ 46 :pupi~' 
and 6 teachel's. The expenses a;~ounted to ah9ut 18,,000 k;r; 
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,The state further suppo~ a mechanical school in Porsgrund, 
fl. schoof for wood wd metal industries' in Bergen, a technical 

. school for ulechanics i.t Horten, intended especially for future pupils 
in the naval moohll.nical workshop, and the mechanics' corps, and 
some eni;i».eering schools. 

In February of 1000, a hJ'()v~rnrnellt bill was brought before 
the ·Storthing. for the erection of a. techllical high "chool. 

The Royal Art and Industrial School in Kristiauia. was fouuded 
in ) 818 .. A.c<:OJ"ding w the alTangement.c; of 188~ now in 'force, 
the object of the school is to train artists and mecJmnics and 
teu.chers in ' the spc~iill Imbjec~ of tl!(~ school. At the school. 
whicJ:t is 'i~8Jla.ged by u. director, and has li3 second lIlaskrs. 

:<h under', ·lud a few a8siatal\t IilMsters, instruction is given in free
hand drawing, construction, ornalLlen~,. modelling, architectural 
drawing, special drawing for handicrafts, and decorative pu.int.ing. 
Lcct.ures a.re also given in penpective, "tlttie&:, arithmet.ic jUld 
geometry. No one is Il.dmiUcd as It'pupil befor .. lutving completed 
his 14th yetL1". The du.y ~cho()l (8 months' course) Wll S attended, 
in UW8- 9!1, by :,!8.+· pupil&:. distributed among X classes. ' The 
evening school (also g months' course), in the same YCllr was 
attendeJ by 871 pupils, distributed among 1.7 classes. 8 of which 
were parallel. NinetY-iH.w('n of the dfty-school pupils, and :) .... of 
the evening school, were women. The cKpeu&:es of the IIchooJ ·in 
lS!lS·- WI were 81,253 kr., of which 03,28:) kr. Wer(l furnished by 
the .. tate, 20,000 by the Kristilmia mUlliciI';~lit.r, aml t·he rest by 
school fee!!. 

In l"im9, there were 1+ public drawiJlg sello01" ('1' night 
schools ouhide Kristiu,nia. They are chiefly intended for mecha,.. 
nics' apprentices. The government {,'l"ant to these /lchoo}" is 
contingent upon the providing of ,·premises and fittings by the 
municipalities, and thc contribution by them of an amount equal 
to tha.t contributed b.f the stu.te. The number of pupils is frolll' 
40 to ?O in each school. 

Ind1Ultr~1 and Hand;i(~r/~fl.'· Schools. In the present seho01-
year, 1899- H)OO, there are !) female industriu.l Rehools supported 
by governmen1;, 5 municipnl and 4 private. The most important 
of th·~ is the Female Industrial school in Kristiania., where plain 
sewing'f dressmaking (some tailoring), weaving and. fine needlework 
a.re taught. The course IllSts 1 year, nltho~h there a.re ' also , 
OOlll'8e8 of shorl-er dura.tion. In the school·yea.r 189S- nn, there' 
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were 27i pupils in the school, 97 of whom werE'! in the . tw~e" 
months' course. The other schools are, in the main, formed UFD 
the pattern of thiN one. The state moreover giVeR SUPJX·rti to 
domestic industry associations in the larger towns. Besides schools 
for domestic industries and conrses in the towns for o.dults and 
chHdren, these associat·ions also gil'c courses in the rural distr;icts 
in general domestic industry subject,.; (weaving. basket-wl:I.king, 
wood-carving, etc.). Further 11my be mentioned H . FReLicH a.nd 
Mrs. FROt.ICH'S school of domestic industry, in Liadalen," nelU' Kri
stiania , which abo receives support from government .. 

There is a. govemment-supporlc<l Jl/lIl<ir und Or.fla" Stllool in 
Kristia.nia.. In 18!lS-·- !l!1, it hlld 400 pupils lI.11d 2{) teachers . 

There are private lIferCfmlil" Sdmol.,· in !revernl t-owns. In 
Krist ilUlia the municipality UllLiutainll It merca llt·i.1.e gJ mnasiulU , with 
two one-year classes, which builds upon t.he Illhhlelskole founda
tiou. In 18!18..!....!l!J. this g'ymn!l.siulll had ahout ~O pupils a.nd 
J" teachers. 

For other special schools ~el' lLrticl('::i ' Ag-ricnlture _, <' Forestry ' , • 
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THE ARMY 

TOI'; Norweb>ill.ll army, in its present. form. dates hl\ck to t he be
ginning of the l.ith century . The wen-devel~ped dcfencp. of 

the llliddle age~ , ·· ledillgell ~ , had Intogether degenera.ted in the 
time of troopers awl lu.nsqnencts ; Ilnd it was a eOlllpletely new 
formation, when It sp~iaJ, natiQDnL Norwegian army was again 
raised by Christian IV. 

The warlike trllditioliS of tlle llrIlly consist of It long series 
of border engagemeuts, in which it defended tIl e frontier with 
honour and success against the r enowned Swedish troops. The 
strength of the troops of the line generally a.r.~ilunted to between 
2.0 and 3 per cent of the populat ion; the orgnnisu,tioll Was terri
torial. based upon .d:egder», 4. subsequent,I)' ~ farms hltving toge
ther to ~rovide one ROldier. The towns hud their city militia.. On 
the coast Il.nd the frontier. there were tL great. number of batteries 
and fortresses. 

The fundnmental )ftW (If lK14 determined t hat ohligawry ser
vice shou1d be universa.l and personal. After the union with 
Sweden had been cnt"red upon. however. l~ grea.t redudion was 
niade in the army. and lUi)st of the fortifications were vaca.teP. 
The bill for liability to service was not passed ImtiJ much later. 
It is on the basis of the conscription act of 188[) that the army' 
has obtaine1 its present c~plete organisation. in which, however, 
most. of the"former line commands <Lre retained. 

The organ~ation in force may be characte'ri8¢9, ~ "a. tnilitia, 
~ 1L.lth standing "egular cadrea. 

Every .a.ble-b9died NorwegiRll, except members of~ tbe clEilgy 
iwd. pilots, is liable to service, and may be employed· in any posi-

. ' . '. 
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tion for which he is best suited. The ~(!IUllen are to be enrolled ill 

the na.v), ; for the t.orpe<io-defence. tiiiherrnen Jiving cl08~ bt Ill"e 

employed, artisa.IlS R8 far us possible in their own d epa.rtm~nt, the 
mounted arm!! are recruited from the Ia.rger agrit:ultnral districts, 
aU students of medicine s>erve ill tilt;: Sl tIlitary corps, the tru.ining 
for officers is based upon UHtt of tIll' lJi7hcr schools, und ~ forth . 

1'lte obliglLtioll to sene hold !; good. from the age of 1M to 60. 
The men tlTe not enrolled. h (nYeVeT, uutil t.he year in which 
they complete their 22ud year. thus lilter t.J1:I1l in most conntries, 
and they are on t-he army Jist t\lr J , ; ~·C:lrs. Tht, :muy is ol"'~hitled 
in 3 hulepcudent successive rnUlS. fJpf!ll(h . 1'la' lIlen serve first in 
the l ill{' for Ii y~ul's. then ill the 11I11t1/'(!n~ for Ii yCILr8. ulld then , 
fo r 4 yeo.itS in the land,.'lrmll , The rem:~illdl'r ~,f the ubre.classes 
are in the u!}organiset.l hUldl;t.orlll rc inforcemcuts. 1'he three ophuds 
have the !lUJuc number of par:~UcJ hatttlJi lm~. squadrons, et c., and 
j,he liue !llld ifllldvern have t1w lliW!;!l;snry ILrlll)' re"cncs within their 
own age·dll~scl> . The lille only . uC{~f)nli l\g to the fnnda-mental law, 
can be employed ol1t~ide the countr,\· . 

Thi iJ u.Tl'llngemeni, pecliliur to Norway, of the three !llIcce8EIi.ve 
opbudil of equal strenb>th hal; be<,'11 brought :~bout by the position of 
the collutry us :W indepenoent mellllif>r in u. union . If. in defence 
of tht! united kingdoms, tilt' l illt~ is upl'ra.ting in SweJcn, it will 
be n~essar.r to h:we 1\ field army or ('ollsidcra.hle I>trength to protect 
Not'WllJ from 11 spe<:ilLl Itt,tu ck, IIHIII I').' ·' the lanovern. By consis· 
tently carrying" out the territorial sy .. tcm, the third opbud also 
Itcquirefl the !:lame conformution: t he lalld!!tcrIlJ, whiclJ here, 8.'1 

elsewhere, i!:l mlLinly intended for local u.~fence, but also ~ cover 
Ule concentratioll of the troop!i bclnugillg" to the line au.d thE'! 
land vern by instantly occupyiuj.{ prcpa,rctl point<; by Il fluddcIl 
mobilisation. 

"'l.en the organisation is cOUlpleted by all the opbud.s a.t;.. 

taining "heir year·classes ( lH02), both line awl hwd\'ern troops will 
be I\ble to ha.ve the cadre!! for their depOt or reserve troops 
esta.bliHhed by the la.ndstorm, chiefl y by supertt.nnua.tOO. officers 80nd 
the school·compa.nies. F or tIle preHent the landveru cadres must 
to SOUle txtcnt establiBh the depbts. 

The tlfilitat"Y tra·i fl i ,lg of ('o}~e1'l1)1,$ is carried on in a.oOOrd&DC8 
. with. t he militia system, not. by a. long barrack service, but by'> 
exer~i8e in C&rnps out in t he districts, repeated for a. number. ~ 
sUJnmers, In the 'first yelLr, Ii. coune of drill is gone througli, 
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which, in the cllSe of infantry, at present lasts for 48 days, for 
special arms, GO- !JO days. After drill come the battalion 'exercises, 
Il\.Sting 24 days These exercises are then coutilmed for the two 
- for special arms, three - following years in the line, 24 daJ8 
every year, and lustly in the 7t,h year - - the first in the land
vern _. for 24 days. The total timt: nf tra.ining i.'!' Ums Dearly 
:; months for infantry, distributed over 4- y~u.rs (from tht' conscripts· 
:!3th to their t!lth), nearly 7 months for cavalry a,uri field-artillery. 
and nearly (j months for t'llgillcers, (\i!'itribute4l O\"(~l' f) years. Thi,.; 
is, of course, considerably les" than the ::! to ...j. years' uninterrupted 
service of the standing H.rmies; but, iII comparing the two CaBe!;, 
considemtion lil\l~t be tliken OIl the orle haud to the good soldier
materia.!, W I, well-developed Hlell with a. ~od educlttioll. and , 011 

the other, to the fad that the exercis~s during- the shoTt repeti
momJ can be currie{} on with greuu'r \'i~onr. IUlIJ. be more easily 
given IL t!innpni)..,"ll. chnrllcter than (~iUl g-encrally b~ JODe ill garrison 
towns. Lftrger fi eld-dut), cxerdses, in whieh a.bout I/~ of the line 
lUJ.d hwdvel'n corps take purt at ;"t. time. will bE") held, as It. rule. 
every other yeuJ", lu.sting" for oue week. 

Of /.!1l1ist-ed troop!i in addition t4) the gl!rrisou~ ill the fortreS!lel:!. 
there is only H. M. Norwegian Guard , :! eompauies, g"urrisoning 
Kristiallia, but they :u'e u.li. pr operly spenking-. training corps for 
nOll-commissioncd offic(ll'!:I. 

The #oll-COlllmisl:liolll'il Q!ficrn, :~rj> cither rCtJldurly appointed, or 
serve ~ ~ vernepligt.igc c> (collllCdpted). They hlt\'e all enli;,:t~ for 
the purpose of going through It complete lIoll-commissioned officer'~ 

training. with a theoretical anu pnlcli{~al COl1rijC, la.sting 3 years 
for inftmtry a.ml cavillry, ~ yea:r!! for artillery a.nd ellgineers. Only 
a small proportion of the pupils eXlImiueu receive permanent 
appointments, ,:J.nd thotle as sergeant.a. Most of them become ~con
scripted non-commi"c'ioned officers . , serving during t he yearly exer
cises together 'with the privates in their OWIl age-classeij. in the 
lin('- and land vern regularly us corporals, in the landstorm in 
higher grade:;! as well. 

The abundant supply of volunteers w thelle long, strict cout"Ses, 
whioh renders this arrangement with conscripted non-commissioned 
ofli~rs possipie, ~ay appear remarkable, especially in·s, land with 
such . short compulsory _service. The explanation is to be iound 
chie:8y in the fact that these .sub-officers' 8chools are regaroea. as 
~ tIOwid wining .for young men in practical.life as well, a..s a. ~,pa.rt 
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of the national education ». They are at1~nded largely by fa1'1llers ' 
SODS. The school companies, which thus make up the entire 8bm~ing 
Norwegian army, number in all about 1 iOO privates. 

The o.tfi(,£rs also either have regular appoiutmente, or are con· 
scripted. They must all hllve gone through the lowe~1; division of the 
miHtayy ("olle,f/l:. The coUege is divided into five lines accoroing to 
t.be kind of arms, and u.dmits only students or ~'oung men with Q. 

corresponding education (to the engineers lire admitted only pupils 
who have gone through the building or engineering course in the 
higher polytechnic schools). rt is furt.her re<juired that the ean
didates Ahall have been trained U8 privates in their weapon, Ly 
exercises almost. a.nswering to the general OBca of the' recruiting year. 

Only a small proportinn of the cadets in Hill one-year lower 
division of t,he military college a.re admitted to t,he two·years upper· 
division, wher e permaIlent officers are trained. (in the n lines). The 
cadets that have pussed, obtain appointments U-<J lieutenants in the 
corresponding weapon . In order to ellter the staff. a further 
t wo-years' training is required .in the ~t,n.ff t.livisioll of the military 
h(qlu.-clwol, and in order to (obtain promotion in the artillery or 
€'nginet!r8, it. is nece>lalLry to haye gone thrmlgiJ its a.rtillery or 
engineer division. 

Most of the (about InO) cadets that annually PUJlS through the 
lower division of t·he military college. on the other hand, im
mediately obtain uppointm<mts as ~ conscripted officers '" . ILl! second
lieutenants in the line, and take part in the 1moual exercises in 
th€' ophuds with promotion in some cases to lieutenltIlt in the 
iandvern, captain or even major (second in commu.nd) in thtdo.nd
stonn. This last opbud, which is intended for local defence, thereby 
ttequires a more decided militia character than the othe~ opbtl~, ' 
ill which it i8 only the subalterns who do not have 1:1. more complete 
l'fficer 's training. . 

The ,',',qrremp. Admi"i,.,.tmtiou. The king ha.s the supl;'eme com
mand over the land and sea forces of the kingdom. The constitu
~ionul responsibility for the administrative rule rests with the head 
nf the defence department. This department has two eepar&te 
branches, one for the army, and one for the I}avy. The hea.d of 
the army branch ia the general-in-command, who hll8 the chief 
comII;1and when the king does not take it upon himself. Ma.ttera 
th&t refer purely to command, are attended to through his adjutants,. 
who do not belong to the department ; but if the tn&tt.ers ' &re o to; . . . . .. ~ , 
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be brought before the king, this is done by means of the head of 
the lIepartment. The General Staff is independently organised. 

DitJisil»t. Each of the t hree opbuds has the following va.rious 
commands: 

Infant",I/ . Five brigade!; of 4 hattnlions of 4 companies. 
Tromso district's command ill not yet finally orglLniscd! the con
scription first h lt\'ing come into force there in 18U1. (In the mean 
time 8 district companies.) H . M. Norwegia.u Guard is not included 
in the brigade form ation or the opbuds. 

Cavalry. Thl'(>f (!orps and one orderly sqnadron, . U squadrons. 
Field a.rtillm-y. Three battalions of fi eld artillery in 3 batteries 

and on€' park company. Two mountain batteries. 
Eur/iuccrs. One battalion of JI companies. 
,"(tnitnry. One corps of ;J companit.'fo(. 
1 'Y(t';". One corps of 3 companies. 
The ('Qa.~·t artillery occupies a pecJlliar position in the organi

sation, ill as much as, from its nature as a stationary Wettp Oll, it. 
is not divided into t.hr~e separate opbudf!, but includes all year
classes in one. The exercises nre also 1I.lTllDged differently. For 
t.h~ fortificationM now complete. there are :1 g-.trrison bltttalioDS, 
f) signal u..n(l :) mining sectionfl. The men fir e conscripted from 
the neighbourhood of the fortre!;."Ics, iu orner to be able to mobilise 
quickly. Corporal schools ~ at Osca.l·sh1rg- also n sub-officers' 
school ~ serve as garrisons at the fortified placel:l. 

The sUjJply dl'jJar/numt :is organised in the form of a c .... mplete 
military corps under It major-genera). The staff is recruited from 
the army. 

The ,.eter;l1ar/! c()rp.~ is a.180 under milit llry organisation. Its 
head is a major, and tbe staff is recruited with veterinaries who 
have passed through a higher veterinary college. 

'The ' ret:ruiti-ng serricf! ii:/ lmder a civil-military official who has 
the rauk (If major-generaL and the title of «gencraikrigskommis!!oor». 

The military (ldmini~·tmtion of ju.9iiCf) is also unller a civil
military official, with the rank of major-general, and the title of 
auditor-general. The military criminal law dates frOID 11366. A 
.motion f or altering it, and for It new law regarding military cn

·. mina} procedure is now before the Storthing. 
Fortres8~. On Drnbak StJUnd, the narrowest part of the Kri

stiania Fjord, the first new fortifications were commenced (Oacan.
,~bOrJd, ·aft;.er the n1Ullerous coast ·fortifications . that we had 8.1- the 
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beginning of the century, had been lLbti.ndonerl or bccom~ a~ti~ua,ted. 
By recent votes the works in this nln.ce bnve been bl'OugUt m\o an 
effect.ivc conditi~n, suitable to the times. Since 1895. the \entrance 
to the Trondbjem Fjord at A!ldtmf'8, Ilnd to Ber,qen have been forti-
600, Rnd the fomess nt K1'i,(,·ti(UI~'Wjd begun. There ar(> also batteries 
and 6ubm!trine defences at sevcr:tl of t}w t.OWlla on the Kristiania 
Fjord, and It torpedo defence is pr('parcd in scverlll plll.ces in the 
b. skj:t'rhraard . , which is so excellently ada.pted for them. Far north, 
Itt Vlirdo. tllcre is UJI old fortificution, r(ln/ohm', which is kept 
up as a. fortress. The oltl fortres~es ut Trondhjem and ,Bergen, 
Akershml in Kristiunitl, Fredrikstcn iwd KOll!'''!H'inger, Ilta aJ!!O kept 
U}l , but have no special garrison. F,)r the defence 011 the landeide 
of the capitnl, which is by fn.r the Illost iwportant stru,tegic point, 
there are lL few ficldw{)rks , at "llrjoll.~ pasrmges over the Glommen. 

ATIII.)' (/jul E fjlll}l/llrnt. Thc infantr.'_ lillt' IUld laudvern are armed 
with a Norwegian rifle, tlll' KHAn .• l OI(GEN~"N, a· H.i> mnl . magazine 
rifle for slllokclesfl powder Some of tIlt' rifles have been manu
factured llbroad, but t.hey arl' nnw !tHlile . at t·he royal manufll(ltor.f 
of arms at Kongsuerg-. The ammunition is procured from the royal 
cartritlge ltlld powder factory at Ra.ufoiol. west· of LIl·ke Mjllsen. The 
lamlstorm at present have ft Ill:tg':tzinc rifle of an older Norwe~ia.n 
pILttern. the JAILU ANJIi. 1O.Ji'1 Hll!J 1t is intended to supply the 
infantry tlml eavalry with !lUlllt' HUTCH " 1131' lllitmillclUies which are 
procured for one of tue opbUtls. Tht' artillery field-ba.tteries have 
8.4 cm. DE BANGI> gUJJiI. Uut. nt'w (jllick-firing 7.5 CIIl .. guns are 
being procured. The mountain baHcripfi Im,'.c !;.6 cm. light guns. 
The coast artillery , of course. have guns of the lOost varied c;Uibre 
and construction, but the lllajorit,.y of thew ha,ye been ' procured 
within the lust :) years, and arc vcry effective. The engin.eers., 
sanitary corps Ilud train ha,ve pro('ureJ, in the main , new ma.terial 
of Jate yeanl, when , on the whole, gTcat energy has been expendoo. 
on th.1 'development of the llIea.m; of defellce. As regoards personal 
equipu.'ent. it lUay be stated thai the infantry Ilre to .b:ave lcellUldic 
jerseys, sleeping-bags, and bagl; ro earry on their backs, inatead of 
capes and knapsacks. 

H orsl!8 for the line and some of the landvem are pr.o~red. 
by levying, from farms in the ea.stern and TrondhJ'em distrlct.8 . , 
which are bound to keep an I:Lpproved, trained horse on hire to tit., 
state during exercising, for sale in time Of wa.r. A 8Upplemeti~ 
lLlTangement for stationing horses belonging to the state il '~'! 
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Wbatever other horses may be needed in mobilisation arc procured 
by reqnisition. 

Strength. The annual number of recruit.s to t·he army, in
cluding Trom89 dioc~se , is about 11,000 (76 per cent of t.hose 
examined are fit for service in the line). With the annual 
supply in the 5 southern brigade districts, and after calcv.lItting the 
natural retirements subsequently, the present organise(1 ,'orpfl com
mands will be a.ble to be l'ldsed with full force amI $ufficient re
serves in all the opbuds, wit·hont includilJg the recruiting-reliT class. 
(When the landsto!'m opbud, in I flOt. has an its year-cIQ8f1cs. it 
will take its reserves fruro the landstorm r einforcement s). Norway 
will t,h'llS be able to raise syst.elllu,ticaB)' by a. mobilisation: 

1. A Ii1IC firm!! of Itbout 20 ,000 well that according to bw CUJ1 

be employed nbroad ; 
2. A militia army of more tlULU :!:'j,OOO men ._, t.be lmu!tH·m,: 

together a field force of fi I ,oon .men, U.bOllt :H, per cent of 
the popul1ltion; 

3. A second OU,IJ of the milit.h~, the frwdstol'm. 20,Ono, chi~Ry for • local defence; 
4. (,'Ofl,,~ t nrW'cl'if, 4{,0{) ; 

Alto~etber ILh':lIlt 1:10,000 men UJ defend their own land. 
Of regulRl' officers ther\: :lrp. at present about 80U, and a.bout 

700 ~ conscripted ~ . The Dumber of thrl lfj,tt.er will gradually be 
increw;ed considerably. Non-commi~sion(.--d oftict.:'~ (n"l:."lllarly ap· 
pointed) number about 2200 and those serving as ~ vernep!if.,>1;if,re » 

1600 (the number of the conscripted ll(lll-eOlUmissioned officer,; 
will, however, gradually be morc tlmll doubled). 

An amount is voted annml.lly for the mobilisu.tion of different, 
trOOpli. in order to test their rea.dinet:is for war. 

Higher military units thlUl the brigade have llot yet been 
raised in time of pe,a . .ce. A major-gener!!l haS the commaud in each 
of the [) brigade districi-:< . 

Besides the regular army, it is intended to utilise the '1lQllltlteer 
rifle corps for tbe defence of the country. These number about 

,30,000 members. of whom Itbout 20,000 are not on the army-list. 
'The: :nile corps ~embers possess about 15,000 rifles of the army 
pattbn. In cQ.ile of war, the volunteer riflemen will probably, 
acoordlng to a motion put forward, be provided with uniform :-.k8. and be placed under -the command of the army. Of lat.e 
.ye&rsj: the rifle ·~orp6 have received a. grant from the state for 

L" • • 
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ammunition and for the purchll.8e of K l'ag.J Ol'gensen ri~es; and 
conrses of instruction have been given for t.he trll,iniug of; officers' 
for the corps. ~ . 

The Budget. The ordinary a.rmy budget., which was about G 
million kr. before the alteration ill the organisat,ion ill 1881, hus 
risen, as this has gradua.lly been Cltrrit;'d ont and imJH'oveQ:, to au 
averu.ge of 9 million kr. in the nint"ti(>s. The laflt b'ldget was 
11.6 million. kr. This figure amounts tv f),f) kr. per head , just 
the half of what it is in Great Britain allu Germa.ny: in France 
it is 1-l kr. At the Balm} tillJe as this hus been going OIl in the 
ordinary budget; about 26 million kr. ha.!' b~;ell l'oted, hetween 1892 
and ISH!), for 'foriificatiollfl, arlll S, ;t.ncl "ui lable equipment-. Even 
if this 'extraordimtl'Y oudget be include.]. Uw u\'eragt' expenses niter 
1892, when' the rf-!>tora.tiou ('1' ilefl;'uf-I;'$ wa.'; beg-un with special 
energJ , were no higher tlmu l:i kr. pr. head, liml thus leSS t,hltn 
the Eurl?pea~ average, which is mOrt' than -; kr 
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THE NAVY 

I N the middle ages, the ships of the N orwegill.n Vikings were 
. known far and .wide. The old nationul defen!sive .drgunistltion 

,· ledingelh (the levy), was entirely lut. .. eJ on naval wiLrf.tLre; tlle 
(~OllSt was divided into ship-provinces,' which each baa to provide 
tL manned vessel with oars alld sails . In the development. of the 
larger types of wur-ship~ (If lt10re modern times, Norway had no 
part until long after a uuion was effected with Denmark ; lind the 
traditiou8 of Norwegtall navaI wltrs dnring the last '- centuries are" 
hardly to be separated from tho!;c of Denmark, ItS long as this 
union existed. It was in u.. great meu"ure- Norwegian ·sailors and 
Norwegian officers that mallned the fleet. whiCh :nllintained the 
intercourse between the kingdoms, Ilnd which wu.s most fre(f.!p;utly 
victorious in the numerous engagemellt~ with the Swedish fleet in 
the Baltic and the Knttegat. In lHo.!, 1£ bloody battle WIlB fought 
with the English under Parker a.nd Nelson in the roads of Copen
hagen; and ill lti07, the larg-e and fiplendid united fleet was given 
up to the English, who quite unexpectedly landeu in Zealand. 
During the succeeding yel-Lrs of war there were no ships left in 
Norwlty but two or thrt::;' brigs and a few rowing gun,boab. 

Since li14, special iruporta.ncfl hus been attu.ched to gull-bQats, 
,u these v~ had proved capable of keeping the belt of,.;ocJ.' 
and i~laDd.s a.long. the ~st, the (skjlCrgaard". free from the e¥.:my's . 
. ~, and onp.n for 'N;e Maot traffic which is so necessarj ~ for 
101'91 ..... , . 
S~ WIlB introduced fairly early. 8Jld in the sixties Nor~a.y 

'lllLd a' fleet of screw frigsth and smaller st&tmers, that WIl8 quite 
:lia, .... 1)&1' with tho1'le of her neiehbours. When the general intro-
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dUftion of armour-plating followed the Ameri<'l\u dvil war, a few 
moni~ were built, but it was of cou~, impossi ble for a natic'll 
numbering less .. than two million person~ ' 't~ keep up with the 
rapid development of large Itlld .very costly "N!sels that followed. 
We confined ourselves mainly t.o strengthening to some extent Ih.f: 
defence oj' the skJm"gaflrd by building smail steum gun-boats with 
heavy guns. The imporillllce of defence h torpedo~s in waters 
like those o~ Norway, WllS ~OOlJ understood; :tlld the first torpedo 
boat built for any foreign govermueut 'I'as fo r the Norwegian 
navy, by Thornycl'oft. ( tHiS). 

It wu .. " not before 18m), however, th:Lt the (lev-:lopmellt of the 
Norwegian nl\"Y llg;.rin mad.~ lilly advance worthy of remark. 
Attention WM; then t,urned to other branches of th e fleet, equally 
neccs~ary f6r · u. cOlmtry like Norway, tlU1t if; obliged to procure 
the necessaries of lifo.) acr"s!'! the s~:~, nanlel." m·I1IQm·('d (Inri fllli/·,' 

.~ca-90i'l!l 1NU··l:as.W)/.<! . A.':I these shipf', h<"!,wfvm., must also be 
adILpted for employment wit·hiu tht' Rkjtl~rgallnl, nature it.<;elf Hets 
w limit to their !!i:w, !~ limit alllo more neu.rly corresponding to 
th~ filULncial · ·ca.pacify of the COUll try. 'l'l:~ tnw choseu Wlt.~ the 
)jr<l Qr 4th cia.!;!; iron-clad of UH~ large lHI Vies, or coast-defence 
v:~sels of trom ;\Hon t.o 4000 tom, with a. spt'e<l of 17 lrnots. Up 

t.o the present, Norway has had 4 (If thflse shJrli> built ;~tthe Elswick 
Work!> .. Np.wc!I.:~tle-oJl-T'yne (:? of thew will be finished in 1000). 

T~ey are compamtively stroJ\~ly prokewd IUlII armed, t·hf· ILrllla.
IDent, being two :!I em. guns :in tnrr{'t8~ ·a.nd (l secondary battery · 
of (j 'gUlls, 12 elll. ou the two ships first bu~ .. and 1,i) CIIl . .in 
armour-plated casemat€s on t,he two last, all quiCk-firing, and more
over from I:? t o 14 lli- iH mIll. quick-tiriug" guns besidcs two 
broadside sublUa.riue laullching tubes for 'Vhitehel1d torpedoes_ The 
complement of men is about 241). 

The 4 nw~ itQr.<l hav.e ?ecn re-armed.,: tlleir old , h~~vy;. ~ut; 

short gullS h,\vmg been exchanged .for 1I1mLller, quick-firing guns 
,(12 ~.)_ With their low speed, howe~er, they can "scarcely IXt 
rega.rd.ed aa anything but, floating batterie!t for· 10jil01 de£enoo_. " 

The Norwegian navy has two rather large gun-boats. of '.1100 . 
iI.nd 14:00 .. tons displacement". with a proteCtive deck. over th~ 1-:~tI\J .. 
plLrts, a speed of lil knots, and armed ,~th two 12 or 1.0:. ~m: 
hl1.111S, in addition to ';me of smaller cal..i\~. There m '-furtller 
8 small gun-boats • ...ru, ?ne large' _3UD !!1- 21. em.) . each; · onl, 
one of thein hltving any armour-plu.tin.2t~ 'Th:eir 8:peed is· 1"", 
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and they lU'e only intended for coast defence within the skjrer
gaud. 

The torpedo-boal8, whicb., In our complicated waters with 

their numerous chanl.LcUi and sounds between the islands, must 
have unusually favourable conditions for their operations, and can 
make it very lfnaafe for any hostile lihips, number 28. ,One of 
them is It 380-totis division boat, 10 of them a.re 84 tons with a 
speed of 23 knots, and 17 are from 40 to (;5 tons with n. speed 
of 18 or 19 1rnots. 

'These, chiefly DflW vessels (40 i¥ all) amount to about 29,000 
tons, with 53,000 horse power, 174 guns (54 of them from 12 to 
27 em.), and manned with about 3000 men. There are also It 

number of old gun-boats and t raining-ships. ~ 
The pri,u.:ipal naval station UJld dockyllxd is a.t KarIjohansvern, 

at Harten, where most of the wl1N;hipH hlLve heen built. There 
are also smaller na.val stations at TIiJDsberg, Kristiansn.nd IUId 
Bergen. 

The fiept is manned with merchant sailors, who serve their 
time of military service -in the navy. On conscription"' at the age 
of 22, they must have served at least a year on merchant ship~ 

' in foreign waWra. The number of recnlits is a.bout 1600 annually, 
a.ild there is therefore a far hrreu.t.er number of sailot'S of the age' 
in which military service is compulsory, than is neccssa.r,: even 
for a cODsiderably larger. ~eet. It has therefore becn moved, this 
year that only t he number necessltry for the : actual nt*ds of the 
navy (a.t present a90ut 650 yearly) shall be taken up for u. year's 
naval training. 

Signal-8tations have been established along the coast, manned 
with about j 50 enlisted' men. 

The WQ1Yant- and· petty-officers of the nILvy are trained at 
Horten. They are orga'aiaed in (1) a. navaJ corps (gunners, SMmen, 
md signalmp.u , . non-comm;,~ioned officers, and pupi~), (2) a tor
pedo corps, (3) un ariis.llJls· corps (engineers, engine-room-arlifi6lers; 
stokera, armoul'8li8 ,and earpentel'f:l). The school-courses last 4' ye&Ql,.' 
Laatly, there' is (4j It HQ,pital corp,. The a<:tual number of non· 
ooqJ..missioned · offioora a.~d enlisted men amounts to about 1.000 . 

• Of commissUnted ojiurs there a.~ . about 80 regulltT,' a.nd 60 
belonging to' the t'68erv~, besides merueal officers. Theee nunibers 
,..~ :be~ oonsider&~r increased., ip the course of the next few years. 
~y are educated at ~ naval academy, where the coUrse is 0 

. ro 
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yeaTS for the regulars, 2 years fol' officer;; of the naval re~ffl'Ve. 
The entire training of the Ilttter occupiel'! 3 or 4. yearl'!. In order 
to obtaih admission to the naval college, it is necessary, besides 
having paased the rniddelskole exalllination, to have ilerved on 
board a merchantman for 21 months. Twenty-five pupils are 
admitted annually. 

As the principal uim of the Norwch,;nn fleet is a defensive 
one, the crews are traiul.>d chiefly durin~ cruises Iwd gun-boat aud 
torpedo-boat manwuvres on the coa.'lt. There are longer cruises 
with training-ships for cadets alld other pupils. 

The higJU'_~t nat'al antJlOl' jf",:cs !ue dassed similarly to those 
of the army. The commander-in-chief of the DltVy, who takes the 
chiet" comnt~d, wben the king doc~ not take it upon himself, 1S 
also at the" head of the navy oft1t:.-c (admiraUy), which is ll, part 
of the defence depart,meut. There i<; it special general stldf for 
the navy in Kristianht. 

With the reforms of the last five yellrs. wherf'by chiefly new 
ships have been llClluired, IllJd It new org-~Ulisl1tion of the force • effect.ed. the or1linary llaval ('.'·linudc.~ Im.ve risen from :n; to 4-.f) 
million kToner. The extrnordil1iLr}' g-r:.lllts that have heeu necessary 
for the building of the 4 armour-clads, completioll of ~torCf;, ete. 
haye amouuted, .durIng the same period, tQ a,bout 21i million kr. 

Norway, which, nex~; to Great Britain, the United States nnd 
Gl:"TllHWY, bas the 1I1.rf,>'est mercantile fleet, cau of counle not com
pe~ with the Powers in the matter of a naval fleet. ·Wb.ut has 
been a.imed Il.t during the recent development of the navy, i8 '''to 
enable it, with the aid of fortifications and submarine min ... and 
the splendid deftmce Itfforded by the skja~rgA.ltrd with it .. du6cult 
navigation, to keep open the communication along the coast, lLUd 
prevett an effectual blockade. 

Thllse are questions of vital imporbUlce to NOTWa,t. where It. 

large proportion of the population is !U;sociated with · the coast, 
and where 80 ma.ny of the necessaries of life must be imported 
by flea. ' .A maritime country needs It navy, and Norway h<t$ beR'QD, 
to the best of bel' ability, to u.cquire one, 

BIBLIOGRAPHY, 

N01'Bk TidBBkrift f(/f' SIWft'Bt1I.. Hortcn 1883 fr. 
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A s Norwa.y , ill its main felLtures may be described as being II 
11... barren and mountainous couutry, IItrt;t~;hlng frow :}8 to 71 
degrees norlhern latitude, and lyi.ng open to the Atlantic Ocean 
and the N'lrthern Polu.r Sea, it will be callily m,derswod thll,.t 
u{.,n'icultul'e C8.lUlOt play :.tny important part relatively to tile area 
()f the country. The lL~able soil i.q found in compa.ratiyeiy mnrow 
strips, gathered ill deep and narrow v!tlleys whirh brfLIlch into the 
mountain table-land, and around fjords and lakes ; while large 
continuous trttCW fi t for clutiv:ttion, lUI measured by the regular 
European standard, do 1Iot exi8t. Th~ (mtire a..rea. of Norway ill 
caiculuJed at 124,625 sqnllrc miles *1 which , as l'.!gn.rds their nature 
and use, are distributed as follows: 

ToW'll territories 
Grain fields . 
Cultivated mead ows. 
Natural weadowl'!. 
Woodlaud . 
Pastures, home & mountai,." ~razing la.nd 
Bogs. 
Bare mountainR 
14kes . 
Snow & ice 

~1(. /l!ilf'~ 

!JG 
8ft3 

lA-50 
1,2 11 

2G,317 
H,4B8 
4,632 

73,752 
4,789 
1,947 

Total, Norway. • . 124,526 

I'cr"cntllge 01 il~~1.10 
0 1 COllalry 

0.1 
0.7 
1.2 
1.0 

21.1 
7.1) 
3.7 

59.2 
3.S 
1.6 

100.00 

• ) A mote recent calculation of the area giYl'.i II alightl:' dilferent rel\ult 
(124.,496 sq. miles) . • 
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Thus it will be seen that hardly 3 0/" i~ 111000 8.8 grain fields 
and meadow land, and only about 0.7 Ufo as gra.in fields ~one, 
tha.t is to sa.y, about 1/ 140 of the total surfaee of the country'. 

In spite of the small acreage that is thus left for agri
culture, this is nevcrthelcfls the principal resource of the country, 
not only because more people are engaged in it than in any 
other pursuit, bllt also because iUl aggregate llJlllual yield repre
sents 11 value which is ILbout equivalent to the yield of the three 
other largest sOllrce.~ of income combined, llamely shipping, ex
port of fish fU)d timber. According to the last census (1891), 
63..I),OO() persons gaitwd their livelihood by n.",.oriculture, and if we 
add there't,() those who arc indirectly . conuected with this pursuit, 
the number is increased to 838.000 out of fl. population of two:> 
million pe(.pie. 

Chiefly with reference to the ta.xes burdening the Jand, 
t.here was a.lrc~ldy in the yeu.r Hj(j5 estl.tblished n. t:,fTOund register, 
which has rcpellteJl}' been revised. The Iu.test revision was de
creed by an ad of 1863, a.nd in conformity therewith all the 
landed property of Norwa.y. with the e"xception of .I!~inmarkcn 
(the northernmost of the 1!; couuties of the countTy where the 
state is the landowner), has been rated at 1'>00,000 skyldmark. 
this being the standa.rd of valuation for taxation purposes, each 
mark being divided into 100 ore j and no property can be valued 
at less than one ore of taxa.ble valuation. About 20,000 skyld
mark have since been struck out of the ground register of the 
country, principally owing to the fact that pa.rh:! of the country 
districts have been &Dllexed to the town territories. The greund 
register, however, has gradually lOst most of itB importance as , 
the basis of taxation, inasmucll tt8 other biUiC8 have come lQ.Ol'e 

f,o the front. 
While in former centuries the feudal system waB '"generally 

a.dopted in most European countries, it hlUl never existed in 
NorwlLY. The pea8ants have alwaye maintained their freedom 
to acquire property anywhere within the limits of the countrj, 
except, Il8 mentioned above, in Finmarken. For that , reuOD, 

villl1nage, or bond-service, has never existed here. ' Thus, from 
the elLrly Middle Ages, the Norwegian pelU!a.nt has always enjoyed 
Ii gtt'ater freedom than the same class elsewheI'Q:, in Europe. 
This cir~Dl8tance, however, did not ' prevent an ' IWClUD.tdation 
of the 1all\1~ estates in a few handa, the result ~ tha..t the 
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~aslUlt elaas to 8. great extent became tenantB and leaseholders, 
s.nd lesl'l than one half of the land of the country waa utilised 
by freeholders. 

In 1686, howevel', R. Roy"al Ordinance WaH issued, by which 
the right of the landowners to recover lease and rent for land 
that was leased or farmed, was still Illore restricted than by the 
previous attempts in the sa.me direction, and in this ordinance it 
was furthermore stipulated that every landowner who himself 
utilised more than one estate, should pay double tlLXe~ on those 
in excess of ODt.!. The advantage of owning la.nd which one did 
not personally use was hereby considerably reduced, and as &. 

conse(juenoo the fa.rms wen:! gradually sold to the pea.<lantB, a 
process which is still going on to tbis very day , although the ordi
nance was repealed in 179!). Out of tLe 120,000 farmers of the 
country, hard).y one-tenth are now tenallte, farmholders or lease
holders, while the remainder, that is. to say about 109,000, are 
freeholders . 

Although the right of the owner to dispose of landed estate 
is relatively frf\C in No~ay, provisions hu.ve been made by the 
legislation for the purpose of keeping in tbe family such lll.nd~ 

estates 118 have oncp- cOllie into ita possession. The most important 
of these stipulations relate to the so-called OdeLwet and Aasmdraret. 

The odclsret (.'Ousists in the right or thp. family to redeem at 
an appraised value landed property that haa: been ;;old. This allo
dial right is acquired when the property hIlS belonged. fOT 20 
consecutive years to the same owner, his wife, or iS8Ue in direct 
liile of descent. It is lost when the property has been in the 
possession of strangers for three years. 

The aasredesret is a right belonging to the nearest among the 
issue of the last possessor to take over tho landed property left 
by him. If this comprises severa1 estates,and there are more tha.n 
one entitled to the succt';s~ion, the next of kin can lay claim to 
the chief estate, or such estate &.;j he ma.y prefer, while the others 
are entitled to select in their turn. Anybody entitled to make 
use of this a.asmdesret can demand tha.t the estate shall be handed 
over to him a.t 8uch a. price a.s the deceased has stipulated in his 
will, but if no Bach will is in eristence, the value haa to be fixed 
a.t a. low appraisement. If the rema.ining assets of the estate are 
not sufficient to sa.tisfy the co-hein ind the crediton.. of the 
deceaaed, the . party who takes over a.n estate by virtue of the 
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aasredesret hag the right to legally ofl'(·, them f;atisfa.cUon in the 
shape of a mortgage on the esta.te, while t.Ile ownership becomes 
vested in him. The co-beirs {tllU the C'redit.ors then do not im
mediately receive the amount due to them in cash , but must 
content themselves with the mortgage sCI.-"Ul"it.y in the estate. The 
party entitled to take over property in this manner must })ay legal 
interest on the claims of the other hei rs awl cllLiman~ thus se
cured, wItil due notice of the calling in of the debt has been given 
by any of the pnriies, six !Dont.hs in advallee. 

Up to tho?' yea.r ] R14. it was pcrmitt<t!(l to establish entails 
which could not be sold or mort.gaged . At that time this right 
waR repealed, Itud at present only t hret' snch entailed estates exist 
III the country. 

C()mmr/U o/{:t1N'shl}J of 'and waJoi in pr('\'iolls times very common 
in Norway, but on n-ccount of tIte lll any obsbtdes which it. place~ 
in the way of a thorough ut.ilisa.ti (!1l of the soil, I .. ~islution has in 
different Illanners soug-ht to further the purt ition ana allotment of 
the estates. 'Ve must here rlistiJ!gui~h between complete and in' 
corupJet.e cOlllmunity of propert,Y. III the eOlllplcte community 
or oomilion ownersJlip, !HI division of t1lf' land has taken pluee. 
u. condition of affairs which if; fltill often found itS regards 
pastures and other grazing land in the country districts, and the 
Illountain pastures, especially in t1w western part of the country . 
The incomplete l.'Omml~nity of property (frigcblrm£i.ill.Q) has, as It 

rule, come into existen('..€ through the division of an Originally 
large estn.W once or several times according to the principle that 
evcry part-owner was to have an eqmu amount of the different 
kinds of soil, without. reference w the IDutual position vf the 
different piecl:ls of h~nd . In this mannE'r every farm a.cquirps its 
distinctly defined plots of land, but these lie wit.hout ll.Dy internal 
cOll.L~tion interspersed among those of the neighbours in such a 
mannel' that their protection bee.omes disproportionately expensive 
or even impossible, and in the same manner the utilisation of the 
soi l is rendered difficult. 

Complete or incomplete community of ownership can be .done 
away with by means of voluntary partition and allotme·nt which 
is, however, conditional on the consent of all the interested. pa.rt
owners or tenants. On the other hand, every part-owncr of common 
land in a oommunity c·an require a public partition, which is 
maungeo] by a chief 8urveyor, appointed by the public authorities, 
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in connection with two sworn RSsista.nt.'i appoinW by tbe magi
strate. A second partition ma.y be required within three months 
after the couC'lusion of th~ origina.l partition and ullotment. 

With reference to thc distribution of property a.ccording to 
thl:l size of the estates !lnd u.vcrage amount of seed sown and live 
stock kept, we refer to thfl table below; 

S EPA RA T EL Y REGISTERED FARM S AND L OTS O F GRO U N D . 

.. . 

!.A.t~ uf Jo(round 
(Mh. O.()l - O.f,O) 

Sm,,1l f""IlS 
(:\11;.,;. (Uil - .6.00) 

--,j 
Ii ,. 

" " , 
:i ~ 
" 

" j! ~ 

~: 
, 

. 

It will be seen from this th/tt the Norwegian farms are very 
small, both as concerns .... rops u,ml live stock, if we mCWiure them 
by the regular European sta.ndard. It must. however, in this COD

nection be remembered that husbandry in Norwa.y affords better 
opportunities f'lr accessory sources of income than probably in 
most other coulltries, such Ete forestry in the eastern part of the 
country, shipping in the southern coast districts. fishing in the 
western and northern parts of the cOlmtry, etc. 

The aggregate annual income from ag:ricultu~e in Norway C(lJl 

be estimated at a:l,out 70,000,000 kroner. To many of the mediuDl-
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sized a.nd larger farms, one or several cotklrs' places are lLtt:acbed. 
The cotters (husmrend) a,fC a clll.89 of farm labourers who , for a. 
longer or shorter period (often during the time of their natural 
lives) hlLve leased u. smllli, and not separately registered, pa.rt of th~ 
fa.rm, 8.8 a rule on one of ita out<!kirts . The size of the-Jll;'. cotters' 
pla.ce&, as well 8.8 the righta and privileges enjoyed by the tenants, 
are very different in the different plLrts of the country. In some 
localities they consist only of a leased building-lot with II. plot of 
ground Ilttaebed, while in other IOCILlitics they consist of several 
acres of ground on which lUay be kept u. horse and severa l cows, 
and on which most of the things llecel:lsa.ry fOf the fBJD.i1y in the 
way of grain and potatoes mlly bE' produced. In BODlO cases the 
houses are owned by the cotter, and in others by the ItWdowu('r. 
The former is especially the case wbere t-he place has been leaaed 
for a. life time. In t.he latter cuse it wus in former days very 
commoll to pu,y a ten~lJlt's fees. amI in Itddition u. smull annua.l 
rent which might be puid partIr in cush IUld partly in work of 
different kinds. In many cases tht! cotter is also obliged to work 
on the farm at (litIcrcnt tilUt:S of the yent fOT a. wage regulated 
by contrad and which is usulllly 80Illewhut lower than the a.verage 
plly of free labourer!!. On the other hand the r p.nt ill a.s a rule 
low, and in most Cll.tles there is connected with the place the right 
of grazing cattle and slulep in the outlying pastures of the fa.nn, 
a.nd to ga.ther the nt'C~8u.ry amount of firewood. 

In 1890 there were ml,4G!) cotters in Norwa.y, but of late 
their number has been decreasing, a circumstance which, as a. rule, . 
is considered to be injurious to agricultural interest, inasmuch as 
this system, more thu.n unything else, produces capable, experienced 
and relia.ble workmen not only for agriculture, but also for the 
other trades. 

Husbandry Du.tnrully fll lls iuto two divisions, agriculture and 
cattle·rai!ling. Both of these pursui1:8 are almost ev('.rywhere carried 
on, ill connection with each other, a.nd th.is is the case in all dis
tricts throughout the country, with the exception of some of the 
northernmost districta where agriculture is limited to a. very anuill 
production of potatoes. . 

It is a OQnsequence of the extension of the country over 
th.irteen degrees of latitude tha.t the conditions under which agri
culture is carried on a.re extremely diverse. Thus, while in the 
south.eastern Vart of the country, cultivaUwl plant. and fruit. Inch 
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as wal~uts, grapes, tomatoes, peaches, apricota and edible chestnuhl 
may, under favourable circumstances, be ripened in the open air, 
in the northern parts: and. in tracts of high altitude, cultivation 
of even the most hardy plants is impossible on :Lccount of insuffi· 
cient summer warmth. 

Of cereals, the following species are cultiva.ted ip Norwa.y: 
Oata, barley, lYe and wheat, but, a.B far us thp. first mentioned is 
concerned, only to an extent sufficient for the needs of the country. 
Although oats, as a bread·cereal, is gradually being replaced by 
barley and rye, it i'ltill remains the chief grltin SOWl! ill most of 
the districts of the c·mntry . Inasmuch, however, as it needs 
two or three weeks morc of growth than barley, its cult·iva-tion 
decreases in the higher altitudes and hLtitudes. The averu.ge time 
of growth from sowing to ripening may be estimated at sixteen 
weeks. The area annua.lly sown with ou.tJ'l amouut.'1 to about 
240,000 acres, and t.Le yield is abou~ !l .o million!'! of bushels. 

The liVe-lies of !1(l""('Y that is cult.ivilted is almost exclusively 
the six-rowed kind, most of which is utilised IUl human food. It is 
pretty certain to matuie every year up to the 70th degree of lati
tude, where it ripens in about eight weeks, while in the country 
as a whole, it needs as an average time of I-,!Towth ] 11 or 14 weeks_ 
The urea. aununlly sown wit.h baxley is somewhat more than 125,()()O 
acres, and the yield about 4 millions of butshels, i. e. Itbout 2 
bushels for each individual. 

In connection with the two species of grain mentioned, refe
rence should also be made to mangcorn, by which in Norway is 
clways understood a mixture of barley and oats. Experience 
shows that these two species by being cultivated togetber give It 

greater yield than when cultivated separately. Mangcorn is utilized 
partly as human food, and partly a.s fodder for cattJe, especially 
for fattening swine, for which purpose it is considered peculiarly 
adapted. It covers a.nn,~.uly IlJl urea of about 35,000 acres a.nd 
yields ILoout 1.4 millions of bushels. Like oa.ts, mangcorn is as 
a rule cultivated without direct manuring. 

Wheat. On account of the greater requirements of this species 
of grain both a'! concerns seAl and climate (length of the summer) 
it is cultivated r.o a less extent than the preceding-kinds of gra.in. 
It is r&l'ely found north of the Trondhjem Fjord, and even in the 
more southern and by nature more favoured rlistricts, the wheat areas 
are rather small from the fact of wheat being less hardy and 
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yielding less than the Wains mentioned aboyf'. The varip.ty cultivated 
here is almost exclusively spring whea,t. and the a,rea annually sown 
is about '10,000 acres, with a yield of II bout 2flf1,nOO bushels. 

Of 1~/fe, both the winter and Ilpring variet.ies are cultivateU. 
but mostly the first,·namerl kind. This gmin. however, like wheat. 
is not cultivllted to uny large exh'nt. ill ~pite of the fact that it 
is Ow IIreltd cerCllI of the country. Hs culth'ation extendE w the 
H9t,h or 70th degree of latitude (the reg-ioll n.round Tromso) . as 
it is satisfied with ItS low mean temperature for Ute Mummer as 
:10 dej:.,'l'Ce~ Fahrenheit. \"hell, ne\·erlhe!ess, the cuitiya:tion of 
r)·e is not. carried OIl to a greater extent. this is partly because 
the spring rye giYcs u. slight yield. and part.l.y because the willt,er 
rye is llot very reliable ill placel! whf're tJle snow in the autumn 
usu.ally falls on a frozen field und remaius on the J..,"l'ound a.lmost 
the whole winter, or where shlu'p frost and tha.w intercluLDge 
during the winter. The annllu..l till;e of growth of the winter rye 
for the whole country e:m hI.' 1~8tilllated at somewlmt less than a 
year. and for the sprin~ rye at ahout fOIll' lIlunths. The area 
lUJUllally sown is stated to b(" H4,QUO ftcrc!;. lind the yield u.bout 
!)OO,UOO bushels. 

Pea.'",. White us well as grey pens lIrc cultivlLted in smitH 
qua.ntities in t.Iw south'CILStern Plirts of the country u.nd in the 
diiltricU! ll,roulld the Trondh.iclll ~'.iOf(l. They cover an area of 
a.bout, !lOOO acres with lUI annual ri(>}d of ItOOut 220,000 bushels. 

Of rQ/J t l;roJ~" , onl.r potatot'H are cultivated to any lu.rge extent. 
The potato grows easily ilJ alwost aU the inhabiteU parts of the 
country, alld is OIl(' of til" chi ef foods of the population. It is 
~Llso llsed in the .~ervicc (Jf industry for the production of spirits 
and starch. Th0 kirllis most generally cultivated are the round 
yellow ones, the whit.e and red ones being less common. Po· 
tu.lVi'.!;I require llll avcl'u!-:,c time of ~ruwth of 16 weeks ; they cover 
an area of Itbollt !Hi,000 lIcres, and the u.nnual yidd is estimated 
at about 23.2 millioIls of bushels that is to say about an average 
of 240 bushel!'! per u.crc. 

Of other root crops, ment.ion may be made of turnips, kohl
ra.bi a.nd carrots. but, a.'1 lLj:,rriculturol productH, properly spealring, 
they playa rather subordinate part ; the two last mentioned, how
ever, almost everywhere pIILY u. part in horticulture. 

The followiug ta,ble shows the a.rea., yield, and value of the 
chief agricultural plan~. 
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Area iii Ykhl in 
Kind of ~ed. IK:re~ bu"hl".! ~ Ynlue in kr')Ul'r 

Oats UI ,760 ~1 ,511 ,!IOn 18,158,707 
Barley 127 ,048 4,O!!i',7f>!) J2,22:-l,098 
Mangcorn . 35,O"'u 1,3%.7% a,314,917 
Wheat . 10,838 ?'55,7U!.l . H4!1,S3S 
Rye. 33,908 f)J 8,13 24 2,780,767 
Pease 9,00n 220,n71J 83.?,4a4 
Potatoes 9G,1)10 23,2ta,8f>R 24,8U7 ,13n 

Compared with the a.rellS. the yield!; of tile different speeicM of 
graiu lire large compared with other Europe:m countrieM. This if! 
proba.bly due chiefly to the more careful cultimtion and heavier 
mauuring t,hat, as a rule, Itrc given to the smaller areas, and it 
can therefore onl)' in a less uegrec be ascribed to u. fertile 
soil or good Jla.turi~l conditions otherwise. 'fhis u,ppca.rs from the 
following" bblc, which shows the yield by deciton per htdarc of 
the different seeds. 

Whl"Jlt I~.v" Un.rh .. y tlatM 

Norway IG.9 17.;3 IB.2 16.4 
Sweden 14.82 J4.iJG 14.71 10.20 
Denmark t{).2:? Hi.O:J lV.Sl .I3.f):-l 
FinlfiJId 11.83 ]I'.i:f) !UiG lO.f>O 
Great Britain and Irehmd . 20.0H 18.H!; 16.52 
France. 11.92 ,10.Go lU.i7 1 {U)S 

Germany IH.72 1O.HZ 13.40 ] 1.8\1 

Russia 5.57 ii.41 (i .7!! (; .22 

Meadow c'Uitif)atiO'1 has made great progress ill Norway during 
the last few de':ades. When the lIoil has been utilised for grain 
fieldl:l for three yeal'S. it is a.s tl rule again laid out as meadow, 
a mixture of different.. seeds being used, among which timothy 
a.nd clover pJay the most prominent part, and in which several 
of the wild grass seeds, such a.<;I cocksfoot, fescque, poa and 
others (:ome in ItS a further u.dditioD. Although as yet it is only 
in a. minority of localities that a. certa.in rotation of seeds is 
being used, the following seven yelLrs series CfiJI now be consi
deted the rule in different pam of the country: First year oats 
or mangcoTn, s~cond year root crops or fallow, th:'rd year harley 
or rye, fUld thelt graBs for about four years. 
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H orliCflltm-e does not play any prOlllillellt iJnrt in N<orwl1Y 
although on most farms it is carried OIl to a greater or less extent , 
together with regular funning. Among the more enlightened por
tions of the peasuntry, it is the rule to fi nd outside the dwelling
bouse It kitchen garden where the vegebtblcs necessary for the 
family are raised, such as cabbageR, small turnips, carrots, pn.rslcy, 
onions, celery, pense and beans: and of fruit trees :llld fmi t 
bushes we IIlHy, under f!L\'otlrable circulllstances, flllo pears, ltpples, 
sweet and SOUl' cherries, currants, gooseberries, black currants, 
lind raspberries. The ohscrvntioll hus been madl:' that vegeta.bles 
liS well as fruits tha.t have been raised in it high northern latitud~ 
seem to possefl>; It stronger aroma, than the same species culti· 
VILte(! in more southern tracts. tIl favourable years excellent 
fruit-s fill)' bi> obtained; but the rough climate during the winter 
renders the fruit-yield, as a. rule, mther uncertain. It is only in 
it few district·s around the KristhUliu Fjord and the Hn.rdauger 
Pjord that horticulture is c:lrried on to any greater extent Hum 
just to satisfy the farmers' own needs of garden produce. Ne\'er· 
theless, there is at present :L StTOllg' mo\'eulellt for the promotion 
of horticulture. and lIlallY of the counties 11(I\"c appointed gardeners 
who tra\'el round the district, and g'i\'c the population free in
strul'tion in the hLying out and ca re of gardens. 

'The raising of domestic lmimuls is an import:Ult flwtor in 
Norwegiun husbandry. In the census of 1890, it was found tha.t 
thp.re were in the country 150,898 horses, 1,()()(;,4D9 cattle, 1.,41.7 ,524 
sheep, 472,458 goats, 121.057 sw ine, 796,563 poultry, 5,446 ducks, 
4,8.J.0 geese, 1,5 1G turkeys and 17 ,21!J swarms of bees. 

Of hQI'8es there lire two somewhn.t differeut types or forlllA. 
namely the fjord horse of the western cOlllltry, and the Oud· 
imlJldsdalen horse of the en.stcrn country, named from the district 
GudbranoaJlllen, where its syfltcmatic breeding uud raising hll8 been 
carried on f,lr !t longer time thau elsewhere. The fjord horse is small, 
rarely more than 60 inches high, Il8 a rule of a light colour _ 
d ao, lIorrel, gtlly, Illore rarely brown or bhLCk. It is distinguished 
by a strong frame, and is hardy , gentle and "er)' lwtil'e. It ca.nnot 
properly be called handsome, on U(lCOlUlt of its short, t hickset a.nd 
rather stiff neck. It has not a "ery good carriage, and 118 a rule 
somewhat crooked hocks, but as a working horse in the fjord 
and Illountain di~tricts , which are often poorly provided wjilt 
roads, it catmot be replaced by lLDy other breed. The GudbrlLDds. 
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duJen horse is somewhltt larger, as ;I, rule about G3 inches high , 
anu gOlle.rully brown or black ill colour. It has partly the slime 
fauJt-s of build ItS the foregoillg olle, although t-o II. less ext.cnt ; 
it has, among other chara.cteristics, splendid legs, and is (Iuick 
and strOllg us a working ILlJ(l carriage horse, but less sllitll.ble 
as IL sa.ddle horse. It is used as l~ farm horse oJl ,over the 
eastern part of the couutry and in the districts round the 
Ttondbjem Fjord. For the best stallions, tip to I.i ,OOO kroner 

Fjoed nor .... 

are paid. The avcrage price for a good working horse is 700 
to 800 kroner. 

Of taU/e, there Wi'~ several different types or breeds in Nor
wa.) .. bu t lhey mll.y all bt: COlwted as mount.'l.iu cattle of IL milk 
breed. Nowhere do we find the broad, rounded and muscular 
forlll~ of the lowla.nd cattle with fiU inherited tendency to flesh 
production. On the contrary, the unilllnls Ul"C as n rule smf\.11 
and slight, but good milk producers. They must often seek 
their food over large stretches of ground Oil sparse pn.stures. 
SeversJ. attempts have at different times been made to improve 
the cattle stock of the country by an admixture of foreign 
blood, especially Ayrshire, Dut('.h and Holstein-Frisian, but these 
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attempts hav not on the whol been very f'uccessful and of 
lat a more stematic and en rg ti work has b en ommenced 
in th direction of improvino- the domestic breeds by a careful 
electiou of br eding anim als, and of the rearing of the young 

stock. Among these dom e. tic breeds can be m ntioned the 
Telemark II breed, which is th most typical of our mountain 
cattle. 

Gudbrandsdalen horse. 

Th e animals generally hav r d or brindled sides with 
, rhite back and belly, and lODer, d licat lmd b a1 .. tifully curv d 
Lorn, . The wight of the cows averages about GG-O lb. av iI', 
and compared with the weight of tb ir body, their milk-eriving 
capacity is considerable. Th best animals can, if w II f d, give 
000- 900 gallons annually, while the estimated average i six 

r ev n pounds of milk for ach pound live wight. The cattle 
common on the plains of the a tern part of th ountry have a 
uniform r d ('olvur, are without horns, and a far a. size and 
milk-giving capacity ar cone rn d, com very near the previously 


